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BARREN TREES.
" And when He saw a fig tree in the way, He came to it, and fO'!lnd
nothing the'reon, but leaves only, and said unto it, Let no fruit
grow on thee henceforward for ever. And presently the fig tree
withered away."-MA'IT. xxi. 19.

WE have here the record of a remarkable miracle.. 'Our LORD
came to a fig tree on the way from Bethany to Jerusalem (Mark xi.
11, 12, 15), and found it was fruitless. There was nothing on it
but leaves, and He pronounced a curse upon it. He said, "Let
no fruit grow on thee henceforward for ever." Presently it
withered away. It was" dried up from the roots" (Mark xi. 20).
That was a miracle of judgment. Most of our LORD'S miracles
were miracles of mercy. He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind,
cleansed the lepers, and raised the dead. These were miracles of
mercy. They were manifestations of His goodness. By performing such miracles He " went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil." Here, however, instead of
pronouncing blessing, He pronounced a curse on this barren tree.
Why did He do this? Probably it was designed to teach that
Divine judgment would eventually come on nations and on
individuals that are fruitless. In other words, that the sins of
.nations and individuals would sooner or later be followed by
Divine judgments. All this is intended for the instruction and
for the spiritual profit of GOD'S people.
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The history of the judgments of GOD which fell upon Israel wag
written for our admonition. It was intended to warn us against
the sing into which Israel felL "Wherefore," says the apostle,
-" let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (see
1 Cor. x. 5-12). The members of the LORD'S family need to walk
humbly before GOD. They need to watch and pray lest they
enter into temptation. Although they are eternally secure in
CHRIST, yet, if they cherish sin in their hearts or lives, parental
chastisement will follow. The LORD will deal with His people if
they are careless in their walk. They need therefore to be strong
in the LORD, that they may be able to stand against the wiles of
the deviL They need continual grace to stand against the temptations of the world, the flesh and the deviL
L First, then, observe' that the cursing of the barren fig tree was
designed to symholize the Divine judgment which was about to fall on
the Jewish nation.
This judgment had already been suggested by the parable of the
barren fig tree. In that parable our LORD tells of the owner of a
vineyard who had planted a fig tree in his vineyard, and for three
years he came seeking fruit, and found none. Wherefore he said,
" Cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground?" At the intercession of the dresser it was allowed to be further tested for another
year. Then, if it were still fruitless, it was to be cut down (Luke
xiii. 6-9).
It seems probable that this fig tree represented the Jewish
nation which, during our LORD'S earthly ministry of about three
and a half years, failed to bear spiritual fruit, and hence judgment
was pronounced upon it.
In like manner, on the day before our LORD cursed the barren
fig tree, He wept over Jerusalem, and foretold the terrible destruction which would come upon it for its national sins. Her enemies
would lay her even with the ground, and not leave in her one stone
upon another, because she knew not the time of her visitation
(Luke xix. 41-44).
Later, our LORD again foretold Divine judgment on the nation
in the parable of the wicked husbandmen. The crowning sin of
the Jewish nation was their rejection of GOD'S well-beloved SON..
They "crucified the LORD of glory." The lord of the vineyard
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would miserably destroy those wicked men. In other words, GOD
would judge the nation for their sins.
The cursing of the barren fig tree doubtless symbolized the
terrible judgment which came upon the Jews when their city was
destroyed by the Romans, and all the terrible sufferings through
which the nation has passed ever since.
The language of the writer of the Chronicles was applicable to
the Jewish nation in our LORD'S day as well as in the reign of
Zedekiah. That king" humbled not himself before Jeremiah the
prophet speaking from the mouth of the LORD." He" stiffened
his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD GOD
of IsraeL" Moreover the priests and people "transgressed very
much after all the abominations of the heathen." The LORD GOD
sent to them by His messengers, because" He had compassion on
His people," "but they mocked the messengers of GOD, and
despised His words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath of
the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy.
Therefore He brought upon them the King of the Chaldees," who
visited terrible judgment upon the nation (2 Chron. xxxvi. 11-21).
All this goes to show that GOD judges nations. He takes note
of their national sins. He is cognisant of their rejection of the
truths and teachings of His Word, and sooner or later He makes use
of means to judge them for their sins. The rulers and people who
comprise a nation may for the most part be unregenerate men, and
are therefore of themselves incapable of spiritual repentance. But
the natural man has a natural power to avoid moral evil, and to
reach a high standard of outward moral excellency. The rich
young ruler is an illustration of this (Matt. xix. 20). If, therefore,
a nation fails to bring forth such moral fruit of which natural men
are capable, it becomes like the barren fig tree and is in danger of
being cursed. The destruction of the world of the ungodly by the
flood, the overthrow of the cities of the plain by fire and brimstone,
and the frequent judgments visited upon Israel, all prove that
. nations are responsible before GOD. They are at least naturally
capable of an outward recognition of GOD and His truth. This is
true of our own nation. We especially have been exalted to heaven
with great privileges. At the time of the Reformation we were
delivered from Romish darkness and superstition. We had giveR
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to us an open Bible and liberty to read it, and to worship GOD

according to our conscience. As a nation we .have grown great,
mighty and prosperous as a result of the influence of the Bible
upon us as a people. In spite of these privileges, however, we have
grievously departed from GOD and His Word. The national
Church, through its Bishops, is on the point of seeking the enactment of a new Prayer Book which would bring back the Romish
Mass, Romish vestments, prayers for the dead, and the idolatry
connected with the reservation of the Sacrament, besides encouraging Modernism by other changes made in the Prayer Book. Added
to all this we see how all the Churches are infected more or less
with Modernism and worldliness, and that indifference, rebellion
against GOD, and the love of pleasure characterize the nation at
large. Bibles abound, but the influence of the Bible over the
nation as a whole is getting less and less. Our own nation is
therefore largely fruitless. It is largely like the barren fig tree.
Already terrible judgment has been sent upon us by means of the
greatest war in history, and since the war we have been chastised
by the frequent recurrence of strikes and consequent unemployment and loss of trade. Difficulties at home and difficulties abroad
have continually confronted our statesmen. Yet we are insensible
in regard to our sins. We do not lay them to heart. Is not GOD
therefore saying, "Shall I not visit for these things ~ saith the
LORD: shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this ~ "
(Jer. v. 29).
For ourselves we feel that if this new Prayer Book is enacted by
Parliament the whole nation will be guilty of an apostasy from
GOD'S revealed truth. The enemies of Reformation truth will
have triumphed, and the testimony of our martyred forefathers
will have been rejected. We cannot but thipk that Divine judgment will follow. May the LORD Himself deliver us from such a
retrograde step as the Bishops are seeking to influence the nation
to take.
2. Secondly, the cursing of the barren fig tree was designed to
symbolize the judgment of GOD upon individuals.
Individuals, as well as nations, are likened to barren trees.
John the Baptist, that great prophet, said, "Now also the axe is
laid unto the ·root of the trees." There it lies ready to be lifted in
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judgment on trees barren of good fruit. The stroke may not yet
have been inflicted, but the blow will come sooner or later, and
" every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and
cast into the fire" (Matt. iii. 10).
Another figure is used in the chapter, by the great preacher in
the wilderness of J udrea. Speaking of CHRIST He says, "Whose
fan is in His hand, and He will throllghly purge His floor, and
gather His wheat into the garner; but He will burn up the chaff
with unquenchable fire" (verse 12).
The absence of fruit in a tree is an indication of its condition.
The absence of holy fruit in the life of an individual is an indication
of his moral depravity. It shows that his heart is "deceitful
above all things, and desperately wicked." But even the natural
man is responsible for his failure to profit at least outwardly by
his privileges. He cannot give himself a new heart. He cannot
produce saving faith in his soul. He cannot repent unto salvation.
He cannot come to CHRIST unless the FATHER draw him (John vi.
44). But he is capable of an outward reverence for GOD, for His
Word, and for His day. If, therefore, he has an open Bible and
neglects it; if he has a Gospel ministry and faiL~ to attend it;
if he has the LORD'S day and fails to keep it holy, his responsibilityis increased and his barrenness will sooner or later bring judgment
upon him. The cursing of the barren fig tree would appear to be
a solemn warning to men who live as if there were no GOD, and no
heaven and ~o hell. On the other hand, the living believer, who
is in vital union with CHRIST, the true Vine, will, as a consequence,
be fruitful. But as he realizes the smallness of the fruit which he
bears, he will be stimulated to pray that he may be more abundantly
" fruitful in every good work," and that he may be "filled with
the fruits of righteousness, which are by JESUS CHRIST, unto the
glory and praise of GOD" (Col. i. 10; Phil. i. 11).
The poverty of the fruit which the believer bears should humble
him to the dust before GOD, and should stimulate him to give all
diligence to add to his faith virtue; and" to virtue knowledge;
and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and
to patience godliness; and to g()dliness brotherly kindness; and
to brotherly kindness charity"; knowing that if these things are
in him and abound, they make him that he "shall neither be
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barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our LORD JESUS CHRIST"
(2 Pet. i. 5-8). Our earnest desire should be,
" May the fruits of Thy salvation
In our hearts and lives abound."
Our assurance may be expressed in the words of Toplady,
" Quickened by Thee, and kept alive,
I flourish and bear fruit;
My life I from Thy sap derive,
My vigour from Thy root.
" I can do nothing without Thee;
My strength is wholly Thine:
Withered and barren should I be,
If severed from the Vine."

3. Thirdly, the cursing 0/ the barren fig tree was also designed to
teach the value 0/ faith in GOD.
When Peter said, "Master, behold, the fig tree which Thou
cursedst is withered away," JESUS answered and said, " Have faith
in GOD," and He went on to say, "Verily I say unto you, If ye
have faith, and doubt not, ye shall not only do this which is done
to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, Be thou
removed and be thou cast into the sea, it shall be done. And all
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall
receive" (Mark xi. 21, 22; Matt. xxi. 21, 22). The words of our·
LORD refer partly to the miracles which His apostles would be able
to work by faith in the power of GOD (see 1 Cor. xiii. 2). But the
LORD doubtless intended to assure His people that mountains of
difficulty, which might stand in their path, would be removed in
response to believing prayer. Huntingdon's Bank 0/ Faith contains numerous illustrations of the striking way in which GOD
wrought for that servant of GOD in answer to believing prayer.
The life of George Miiller also bears continuous testimony to the
truth that GOD notices the prayers of His believing people. Nothing
is too hard for our GOD. No difficulty is too great for Him to
overcome. All our believing readers can relate from their own
experience how wondrously the LORD has wrought for them when
deliverance seemed impossible. This miracle of judgment, then, is
designed to stimulate the LORD'S people to have faith in GOD.
\
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"All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer" (unless they are
contrary to His will), "believing, ye shall receive." Our GOD is
" able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think"
(Ephes. iii. 20). "He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him :
He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Psalm cxlv. 19).
" Depend on CHRIST, thou canst not fail;
Make all thy wants and wishes known;
Fear not; His merits must prevail;
Ask what thou wilt; it shall be done! "
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas fIoughton).
(

JUSTIFIED BY HIS BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS.
this chapter (Romans v.) contains two remarkable statements.
We are told in the 9th verse that we are" justified by His blood," and
then again in the 19th verse that" by the obedience of One shall many
be constituted righteous." There is no conflict between these statements: they must be united before the truth in its fulness can be
understood. We are" justified by His blood," for His death was the
presentation to God, not only of His substitutional sufferings, but of
the meritoriousness of all that He had done for His people-the
presentation, in fact, of His own perfectness when He "through the
Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14).
His obedience, likewise, included His death; for one of the things
that He undertook to do on His people's behalf was to bear the penalty
of their sin in death: and we are " constituted righteous," therefore,
by a work which includes His death as a part of that one obedience
which He rendered for us. Let us ever remember that the whole work
of the Lord Jesus, in life and in death alike, was vicarious and satisfactory! It was all rendered on behalf of others: it was all rendered
as a part of that satisfaction which He came to present unto God on
their behalf. No suffering ever came upon Him that would, or could,
have come upon Him had He not been from His birth to His cross the
Redeemer of His people; and, likewise, it is true that when at His
birth He was " found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and
became obedient even up to (mechri) death"; that is, that He then,
taking the relation of a servant ~ God, commenced a course of
obedience which continued up to, and culminated in, His death,
and which was rendered on behalf of His people.-The late C. Y.
AND

Biss, M.A., M.D.
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PRAYER BOOK REVISION.
VII. IN RELATION TO THE BIBLE PRINCIPLE OF SEPARATION
FROM EVIL.
" Wherefore come out front among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing,. and I will receive" you,
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."-2 COR. vi. 17, 18.

question of secession from the Church of England, supposing
the Deposited Book becomes law, is still being "discussed in the
religious press. We dealt with it in some measure in our last
article. Since then we have been carefully and prayerfully considering the teaching of the inspired apostle in the closing part of
the sixth chapter of the second Epistle to the Corinthians, and we
are more and more convinced that we have here clear guidance as
to what we ought to do if the new Prayer Book becomes law.
Apart from that, however, the passage has a very important bearing
on the great question of unholy alliances. All through the history
of the Church from the very beginning unholy alliances have
produced disastrous consequences to the people of God.
One of the great evils of the present day is the failure on the
part of believers to walk in holy separation from the world. The
desire to present a united front and to work happily with all
parties so dominates the minds of many that the sin of fellowship
with evil seems to be ignored, and outward unity and co-operation
are sought after at the expense of loyalty to truth and that
separation from evil which are so clearly taught in Scripture.
Four thoughts concerning separation seem to be suggested by
the apostle in this section of the Epistle (2 Cor. vi. 14-18).
First, the apostle insists on the duty of separation from unbelievers.
He says, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers."
The Corinthian saints were believers. Paul and Apollos were
ministers by whom they had believed (see 1 Cor. iii. 5). The
apostle addressing these believers lays down the principle that
they W\lre not to be unequally yoked with unbelievers.
The word for unbelievers is used first of the heathen. The
apostle says, " Brother goeth to law with brother, and that before
THE
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unbelievers" (1 Cor. vi. 6). So we read of unbelieving husbands
and unbelieving wives (1 Cor. vii. 12-15). The Corinthian saints
were not to be unequally yoked with heathen unbelievers. An
exception to this is the case of a believing brother who was converted after his marriage with a heathen wife, or a believing sister
who was converted after her marriage with a heathen husband.
In such cases marriage fellowship was allowed to continue, if both
parties were willing, and the hope is suggested that under those
circumstances the believing partner might be a means of blessing to
the unbelieving (1 Cor. vii. 16). In these cases, however, the fellowship was only to be in reference to natural things, not to spiritual.
The word translated "unbelievers," however, is also used of
mere professors in the visible Church. Our Lord so uses it when
he speaks of one who merely professes to be His servant, saying,
" My lord delayeth his coming," and who begins to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink and to be drunken. In
the case of such a one his lord will " appoint him his portion with
the unbelievers" (Luke xii. 45, 46).
The Apostle Paul also uses this word of mere professors. He.
says, "Unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing
pure. . .. They profess that they know God, but in works they
deny Him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every
good work reprobate" (Titus i. 15, 16).
All who are destitute of faith in Christ, whether amongst the
heathen or in the professing Church, are described by the word
translated" unbelievers." "The god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not" (2 Cor. iv. 4). "The fearful
and unbelieving . . . shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone" (Rev. xxi. 8).
The injunction, therefore, not to be yoked with unbelievers
applies not only to heathen unbelievers, but also to professedly
Christian unbelievers, that is, to all who are destitute of " the faith
of God's elect." The injunction, therefore, applies to God's people
to-day. It sets. forth a principle for their guidance. "The
exhortation is general, and is not to be confined to partaking of
heathen sacrifices, nor to intermarriage with the heathen, much
less to association with the opponents of the apostle. It no doubt.
had a special reference or application to the peculiar circumstances
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of the Corinthians, and was intended to guard them against those
entangling and dangerous associations with the unconverted
around them, to which they were specially exposed. . . . But this
is only one application of the principle here laid down, viz., that
intimate associations ought not to be formed by the people of God
with those who are not His people. The same remark may be
made in reference to the persons here intended by unbelievers. It
is no doubt true that by unbelievers Paul meant the heathen (see
1 Cor. vi. 6). But it does not follow from this that intimate
association with the heathen is all that is here forbidden. The
principle applies to all the enemies of God and children of darkness.
It is intimate, voluntary association with the wicked that is forbidden. . . . It is the union of incongruous elements, of the devout
and undevout, of the spiritual and the worldly, of the good and
the evil, of the children of God and the children of the evil one, that
the apostle exhorts Christians to avoid" (Dr. Charles Hodge's
Commentary on 2 Corinthians).
There is an allusion in this exhortation to the injunction, " Thou
shalt not plow with an ox and an ass together" (Deut. xxii. 10).
Diverse animals were not to be yoked together in service. So the
Christian is not to be yoked with an unbeliever. He is not "to
have fellowship with one who is not an equal" spiritually. We
believe that we have here .a principle which forbids a believer from
knowingly contracting a marriage with an unbeliever (1 Cor. vii. 39).
It forbids a believer from entering into partnership in business with
an unbeliever. Their principles would conflict as to the manner in
which their business would be conducted. One would desire to
conduct the business in the fear of God, the other would have no
real fear of God before his eyes.
The principle applies to workers in the Lord's vineya'rd.
Those whom the Lord sent forth to preach the Gospel to every
'creature were converted and, instructed men. Before Saul of
Tarsus was sent forth to bear Christ's name, the Lord quickened
and saved Him. Timothy was converted first through the Apostle
Paul, 3Jld afterwards he served with him in the Gospel.
Only men and women regenerated by the Holy Ghost should be
invited to engage in the Lord's work. This principle, however, is
much ignored in the professing Church to-day. There is grave

I
•
•

•

\

,I
·,

I

•

The Gospel Magazine

425

reason to believe that large numbers of unconverted men enter the
ministry. Moreover, even godly ministers have no scruple about
inviting unconverted persons to become Sunday School teachers
and to occupy other positions of influence in the Church. Believers
and unbelievers are yoked together in the Lord's work. Satan has
introduced tares among the wheat. These cannot always be
discerned by God's true people, but they should not deliberately
encourage Satan in his evil work by knowingly seeking the aid of
unconverted men to help them in the Lord's work.
. This principle-the sin of uniting opposing forces-is not
sufficiently recognized by many evangelicals. They invite Sacerdotalists and Modernists into their pulpits and join in Church
Congresses and other gatherings which are definitely arranged to
give more or less equal opportunity to Sacerdotalists, Modernists
and Evangelicals to air their views.
The same is true of many Evangelical Missionary Societies. They
deliberately invite Sacerdotalists to speak at their meetings,
co-operate with Sacerdotal Societies on Missionary Boards, at
Missionary Festivals, and at Missionary Sales of Work, and thus they
go contrary to the inspired injunction not to be unequally yoked.
Sacerdotalists are unbelievers in the true doctrine concerning
Justification, Baptism, the Lord's Supper, the Priesthood of
Christ, and His finished offering. Their teaching is diametrically
opposed to Evangelical teaching. How, then, can they be yoked
together in the Lord's work ~ The principle applies also to union
'with Modernists. Two cannot walk together except they be agreed.
. This principle applies to companionships. The first Psalm
teaches the blessedness of the man that shuns the counsel of the
ungodly and avoids companionship with sinners. The believer
should be able to say, "I am a companion of all them that fear
Thee, and of them that keep thy precepts" (Psalm cxix. 63). It
is often said that if we join forces with others we may do them
good. To join with them, however, is itself sin, and when we thus
go contrary to God's will the Lord may leave us to reap what we
have sown. One sin often leads on to another. There is no
promise of blessing on wrong doing. The Lord knows what human
nature is prone to, and He warned Israel against unholy alliances
through His servant Moses, saying, " They will turn away thy son
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from following Me, that they may serve other gods" (Deut. vii.
2-4). The people of Israel would not benefit the Canaanites by
being allied with them, but the Canaanites would seriously damage
the Israelites and bring upon them the Divine judgment. By
mingling among the nations "they learned their works" and
" served their idols, which were a snare unto them" (Ps. cvi. 34-36).
An old writer well says: "There is more danger that the bad
will damage the good, than hope that the good will benefit the
bad," if unholy alliances are formed.
The late Rev. David Baron, in commenting on Psalm cvi. just
quoted, says: "While the particular command about destroying
the Canaanites cannot now be applied to the Church, the Jews,
, mingling themselves with the nations and learning their works,'
find their parallel in the Church's mixing itself up with the world,
and conforming to its maxims and ways. Christ' died for our sins,
that He might deliver us out of this present evil world, accoriling
to the will of our God and Father.' And the oft-reiterated commands and exhortations in the New Testament are: 'Be ye
separate, saith the Lord'; 'Be not unequally yoked together "ith
unbelievers'; 'Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world'; 'Be not fashioned according to this age, but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind '-for only so could the
Church maintain its true life in God, and bear effective witness for
Him in the world.
"But alas! instead of continuing in the path of faith and
obedience, and walking apart in purity with her heavenly Bridegroom 'outside the camp,' the professing Church very soon, and
only too readily, began to respond to the blandishments of the
world, and became more and more contaminated, both in doctrine
and practice, until it degenerated into the paganized ' Christendom'
which is before us.
" And even in Evangelical circles, and among those who are the
children of God, is there not too often a ' mingling' with the world,
an eager pursuit of its pleasures and ambitions, an imitation of its
'works,' and assimilation with its ways?
" The gross forms of idolatry, such as the Jews learned from the
Canaanites, are now out of fashion; but there are other idols than
those made of wood or stone, and the false gods which are wor-
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shipped by the modern civilized world-the names of which I will
not enumerate-and to which Christians are too often tempted to
pay homage, are not less opposed to the worship of the one true and
living God, and not less hurtful to the souls of men than was the
worship of Baal or Moloch. . . .
" It is to Christians in the New Testament that the exhortation
is addressed: 'Little children, keep yourselves from idols.''' (The
History of Israel, by David Baron; pp, 243, 244.)
Now, how will this principle which we are considering affect
decided Evangelicals in the Church of England if the new Prayer
Book becomes the law of the land? The Church of England will
then be committed to the doctrine of Transubstantiation, to the
Sacrifice of the Mass, to Mass vestments, to prayers for the dead,
and to the idolatry which is undoubtedly associated with Reservation. In fact, the very doctrine against which the martyrs of the
Reformation bore testimony even unto death will have become
the legal doctrine of the Church of England. It will be in vain to
point to the Thirty-nine Articles and say that they condemn
Transubstantiation, the Sacrifices of Masses, and Reservation, and
to say that the Articles are still the standard of doctrine. If these
doctrines are legalized by the passing into law of the Bishops'
Book, they can be legally held by every member and every minister
of the Church of England. The Editor of the English Churchman
rightly says: "If the changes and additions contained in the
Revised Book are authorized by Parliament and receive Royal
Assent, they become ipso facto part of the legalized teaching and
practice of the Established Church. Anyone may appeal to them
for proof of what that Church allows or disallows. For example,
it is well known that Reservation is now illegal and contrary to the
standards specified by the Bishop (i.e., by Bishop Guy Warman),
but if the new Book is authorized, Reservation will thereby be
made legal, and its use will be authoritatively sanctioned. Thus
the old law will be overridden by the new provision. It may be
true that the Bishops had no intention to change the doctrine of
the Church of England, but the point of importance is not what
they intended but what they have done. Notwithstanding all that
is said to the contrary, it is quite certain that if their work passes
Parliament the Church of England will be committed to a different
standard of doctrine from that which it possesses to-day."
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It follows that all who remain in the Church of England will be
allied to a Church which deliberately allows Romish doctrine and
practices, and they will be yoked by ministry a.nd membership
with men who will be legally allowed to hold and teach false
doctrine. Will they not thus be tmequally yoked with those who
disbelieve the great Bible truths which were taught by our martyred
reformers ~ At present Sacerdotalists and Modernists have no
legal standing in the Church of England. They are, by their assent
to the Thirty-nine Articles, professedly true to its Reformation
doctrines, and therefore we are allied with men who profess to be
faithful to Bible and Reformation truth. The ca.se will be entirely
different if the new Prayer Book becomes law. Sacerdotalists will
be able to point to the new Prayer Book M setting forth many of
the doctrines and practices for which they have been contending.
Modernists, too, will be able to point to the changed question to
deacons and to various other changes in the Prayer Book as being
in harmony with their views.
Under such circumstances will it be according to Scripture
teaching to remain in a Church which has apostatized from truth ~
Alliance with evil persons and false doctrine is forbidden in Scripture. We are bidden by our Master to beware of false prophets.
We are instructed to avoid that which is evil and to cleave only to
that which is good. We are taught that light and darkness are
incompatible. If a young man of decided Evangelical principles
could not conscientiously enter the ministry of a Church which
gave legal sanction to the things contained in the new Prayer
Book, how can faithful Evangelical men remain in such a Church ~
In its leading article for September 1st, the English Churchman
says: "There is a great difference between a Church abnormally
defiled by the disobedience of some of its clergy and a Church
normally committed to the profession and practice of error.
Faithful men may remain in the one and strive to cleanse it, but it
is hard to see how they can conscientiously adhere to the other."
We propose to draw further attention to this subject in our ne),.i;
month's issue (D.V.).

THE
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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WELLSPRINGS.
" A-nd Jesus called a little child unto Him, and set him in the midst of
them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and
become as liule children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this l·ittle child, the same
is greatest in the kingdom of heaven."-MATT. xviii. 2-4.

A PRAYING mother, some years since, had taken her little children
aside to ask God for the recovery of their little friend who was lying
seriously ill. And when the crisis was past and little M-- was
pronounced out of danger, the wise mother again gathered her family
and, telling them of the good news, said, " Now we must praise God
for having heard prayer." "Did Jesus touch her or did He speak
to her 1 " enquired little Joan, and her mother explained it was jnst
as easy for Jesus, now that He was no more upon earth but enthroned
in glory, to heal anyone that was sick. I wonder if Joan, now no
longer a small child, asks Jesus through the Holy Spirit to touch her
heart and speak words of blessing, words of love, words of salvation,
words of forgiveness for sin-for that is really the healing blessing wc
all most need. And the words which head our paper are words of allpowerful truth. "Except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven."
It is a lovely picture before us, although its bearings have a sad side.
The disciples had actually been "disputing among themselves who
should be the greatest," and that, too, in the presence of their Lord
and Master. On reaching Capernaum in their journey, "and being
in the house, He asked them, What was it that ye disputed among
yourselves by the W&y 1" Even in this question the tender mercy
and forbearance of our ever-gracious Jehovah-Jesus is seen in alone
dealing with their hearts. He delayed this question, as the great
Searcher of the secrets of the heart, until away from the crowd and
alone with those disciples" in the house." Oh, how constantly have
we cause to bless and praise Him that the secrets of the heart are
turned out and dealt with by Him alone! Fellow-men may, and do,
see and judge our outward steps, slips and slides and sinful departures,
but the Lord of the heart keeps those secrets sacred, and well it is for
us, beloved! And He deals in such a way as to melt and soften, and
bring to godly sorrow and recovery. Those bitter tears, often wept
out in secret at the sins within us, not seen by our fellow-men, are
counted and gathered into his " bottle," and are a glad sight in His
eyes. Now the twelve eannot answer Jesus. His very words and thc
tender tones in which, I doubt not, the gentle reproof was given, went
home to them and " th~y held their peace; for by the way they had
disputed among themselves who should be the greatest." And then
He gives those solemn words, " If any man desire to be first, the same
29
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shall be last of all, and servant of all" (Mark ix. 33-35). And now
the scene is changed, and a lovely picture is before us. Based upon
what has happened, and following up His words of loving, tender
chiding, He sends them not away, but gathers them unto Him and at
-the same time" Jesus called a·little child unto Him and set him in the
midst of them." Oh, is there not something wonderfully beautiful in
this 1 The twelve poor fishermen (whose natural hearts had been
filled with pride and seeking great things for themselves 1) around this
holy Teacher, and yet a little child called into their midst and gathered
nearer to His Divine presence 1 Oh, I love to think that little children
were fearless in the company of Jesus--that they were drawn
irresistibly and trustingly to Him! He was the holy" Friend of little
children," the kind, compassionate and gentle Jesus 1
Fearlessly the little one comes at the call of the Master. "Jesus
called a little child unto Him,"and there, set in the midst of the disciples
-slow-hearted, dull scholars and learners in the school of Christ-He
says, "Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Moreover, it would seem that this little child was present through the
attractive power of Jesus having touched his heart. For it is after and
not before this circumstance that we find mothers bringing their young
children to Jesus for blessing. They had evidently seen the gracious
result of contact in this little one and longed for theirs to receive a like
blessing. So it was that we read how these mothers of Salem " brought
unto Him also infants, that He would touch them; but when his
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them unto Him
and said, Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them
not: for of such is the kingdom of heaven." Infants in arms, little
ones too young and too weak to walk, and tiny toddlers at their
mothers' sides, brought to Jesus for blessing; and blessing doubtless
they received. Oh, you who are godly mothers, have you brought in
the arms of faith your little ones and dedicated them from their earliest
and tender years to Jesus 1 And are you still seeking for them
salvation's blessing and praying on in secret until gracious evidences are
seen in their lives that Jesus has called and spoken to thcir hearts 1
May the rich blessing of the Lord be upon you and His mercy seen in
your children's salvation from generation to generation. Those around
may, like the short-sighted disciples, rebuke; many counter attracttions may delay; and the devil, as he is ever seeking, may turn aside
and throw down the coming one, but Jesus will not change from His
purpose of blessing. "Suffer the little children to come unto Me,"
spoke the Son of God, Who had once been Bethlehem's holy Babe and
Nazareth's holy Child, " and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven." Oh, what a scene of perfect love and perfect
humility 1 The Lord, the Creator, the Saviour, the Redeemer, with
the little ones in His holy arms, and thus fulfilling literally what was
prophesied of Him spiritually, " He shall feed His flock like a shepherd:
He shall gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in His bosom,
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and gently lead those that are with young" (Isa. xl. 11). "And we
are quite sure," as our beloved Rev. James Ormiston once said, "if
He laid His hands upon them, if He took them up in His arms and
spoke words of blessing, they we-re blessed." Oh, He loved little
children, and little children form a great part of His kingdom in
glory to-day. He once thanked His Father that He had" hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and had revealed them unto babes;
even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Thy sight" (Luke x. 21).
The little ones, the weak ones, the lambs, were set forth by Jesus to
teach others the lesson that all their strength and wisdom lay not in
themselves but in the mighty to save, and the eternal wisdom of God.
" Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart," said Jesus.
" Meek and lowly were His ways;
From His loving, grew His praise;
From His giving, prayer:
All the outcasts thronged to hear,
All the sorrowful drew near,
To enjoy His care."

If we look back upon Jehovah's wonderful deliverance of Israel
Qut of Egypt, shall we not admire and adore the tender care He must
have exercised toward and for the little ones of that great throng?
He had said, " Your little ones . . . will I bring in and they shall
know the land," and there were the newly-born ones, the infants in
arms, and the little children of tender years, all cared for, preserved in
that great exodus, and brought into the promised land, according to
the faithful Promiser, and not one feeble one amongst them.
" Wben from Egypt's house of bondage
Israel marched, a mighty band,
Little children numbered with them,
Journeyed to the promised l..nd.
Little children
'I'rod the desert's trackless sand.
Little children crossed the Jordan,

i

Landed on fair Cana-an s shore:
I

'Neath the sheltering vine they rested,
Homeless wanderers no more;

Little children
Sang sweet praise for perils o'er."

Yes, the children, the grace-saved and grace-constrained little ones,
have their hosannas, which are as sweet music in their Saviour's ear.
As they were singing His praises in the Temple, "and saying,
Hosanna to the Son of David," the evil spirit was stirred in the hearts
of the priests and scribes, who said unto Him in their displeasure,
"Hearest Thou what these say? And Jesus said unto them, Yea,
have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou
hast perfected praise?" (Psalm viii.). The children's praise was
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ordained (founded, Heb. margin) and was sweet music in the ears
of the Divine Author.
These little children were indeed ·Temple worshippers-worshipping
acceptably in spirit and in truth. Yea, said Jesus: I hear them;
I know My lambs-their praise is sweet music to Me. They are in the
children's place and have the children's promised blessing, and their
voices will swell the eternal hallelujahs with the redeemed great congregation in glory! Hosanna! Lord, save us, they cried, and Jesus
said Yea, " Suffer the little ones to come unto Me."
Now let us gather up, as the Holy Spirit enables us, the lesson of our
text briefly. Brief as regards this paper necessarily, but alesson
which takes a life time .to learn and attain unto I
"Verily, I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever, therefore, shall humble himself as this little child, the same is
greatest in the kingdom of heaven."
There is not a reader (and much less the writer) who is able to rejoice
in this desirable spirit of true humility; and, alas! it is too often that
when we think ourselves most humble we are least so. One sacred
revelation of how He humbled Himself will convince us of this. It was
evident, too, that these dear men of God, these disciples who were in
the sweet and sacred company of the incomparably holy One of Israel,
and who heard His gracious words and witnessed His wonderful works,
had yet very much to learn. There was a pathway lying before them
yet untrodden, and they must go down, down, down, out of self, into
the valley of humiliation, until they they were nothing and Christ
Jesus all and all of their salvation.
Quibbling in His presence to know which of them should be greatest!
Oh, how sad, but how thoroughly human, and how it touches us at
the very heart core! When shall we be content and willing to take
the lowest place, and" become as little children," artless, trusting,
simple, guileless, lowly followers of the holy Child Jesus, and ready and
glad to stand aside, see others enter into our labours, and esteem them
better than ourselves 1 But self-humiliation is a tender grace, and
as we sink low in our own esteem and our hearts rise in desire that
Christ shall be magnified, the Lord speaks His precious promise, as He
says, " To this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite
.pirit and trembleth at My Word."
The Lord always encourages the weake.t and smallest, the fainting
..nd the disconsolate one; and where He implants the desire, He gives
the corresponding grace which shall bear fruit to His glory. "Whosoever, therefore, shall humble himself as this little child, the same i.
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And wh08Q shall receive one such
little child in My name, receiveth Me."
The heart is taught thus the need of true humility, and set longing
for that grace of graces. He Who draws hearts to Him will give the
desire and the power to humble ourselves that we may enter heaven, as
it were, upon our knees. A saying of the saintly Rutherford comes to
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mind as I write. "Stoop low, my brother, stoop low; down with the
top-sail. Heaven's gate hath a low entry." And having" become
as little children" and entered" the kingdom of heaven," He, the God
of all grace, will give the needed grace for the walk. "As ye have
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him": humbled, loving,
gentle, after the mind of Jesus, and receiving His followers as unto Him.
A solemn note of warning follows. "But whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in Me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea." Oh, how should we increasingly" watch and pray,
lest we enter into temptation"! Pray that our lips may be sealed to
all that is unwary and unholy, that a watch may be set upon our
mouth, that we should not offend anyone of His! "Touch not Mine·
Anointed, and do My prophets no harm."
May the Lord give us increasingly the spirit of fear and meekness,
gentleness and humbleness of mind, that we may walk humbly with
our God and seek daily to love one another as little children, and
consider Him Who made Himself of no reputation, took upon Him the
form of a servant, went about doing good and pleasing not Himself.
He, the high, the holy One, gathered little children unto Him that He
might leave us the example of the only true and perfect humility.
" Being found in fashion as a man, He bumbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."
Beloved, the fathomless abyss of love, the eternal heights and
depths of grace, and the boundless, bottomless, shoreless ocean of
mercy to poor perishing sinners, are comprehended in those three
words, " He humbled Himself."
R.
"I WILL BE THEIR GOD."
THE promise, "I will be their God, and they shall be My people"
contains more than it has ever entered into the heart of man to conceive.
How low are our conceptions of God! Of necessity our conceptions
of what it is to have a God, and that God, Jehovah, must be entirely
inadequate. It is not only to have an infinite Protector and Benefactor,
but an infinite portion; an infinite object of love and confidence; an
infinite source of knowledge and holiness. It is for God to be to us
what He designed to be when He created us after His image, and filled
us with His fulness. His people are those whom He recognizes as
His peculiar property, the objects of His love and the recipients of
His favours.-Dr. O. Hodge on 2 Oar. vi. 16.
" DEATH, and the other evils to which believers are exposed, are on
account of sin (Rom. viii. 10). They are no longer however, the
evidences of God's displeasure, but of His parental love (Heb. xii. 6)."
-Dr. O. Hodge.
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Stt'mons anlJ Notes of Sermons.
"CHRIST IS ALL."
A SERMON TO THE YOUNG, PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES
ORMISTON, ON OCTOBER 4TH, 1896.

" Unto you therefore which belie:ve He is precious."-1 PETER ii. 7.
IF I were asked, dear young friends, to state what I believe to be the
greatest wonder in Heaven to-night I should unhesitatingly say JESUS.
Jesus is the Wonder of the Heaven of Heavens-Jesus, the glorified
Man, Who once walked this earth of ours, despised by men, rejected,
hated, persecuted, and finally slain by wicked men. Him hath God
exalted to His Own right hand and bidden Him be seated there in the
place of honour, in the place of power, that He may rule all things in
the Father's Name throughout the universe. For Jesus to-night rules
not only the Church of God-He does so, He is the Head of His Church
and people-but He rules, dear friends, over Heavenly principalities
and powers. As this Epistle tells us, when He was raised from the
dead, when He ascended up on high, it was far above all angels, principalities and powers. Now this Man, this glorified Man, this God-Man
is, I repeat it, the Wonder of Heaven. And for every good reason.
Jesus is the only glorified Man in Heaven. There are glorified spirits
there, as you sometimes sing in the language of dear Augustus
Toplady's hymn:

••

" More happy but not more secure,
I

The glorified spirits in heaven."
Yes, the glorified spirits in Heaven, but they have not yet glorified
bodies. The Church of God on this side the'flood, and on the other side
of the flood is " waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the
body." Those glorified spirits behold the face of Jesus, along with the
countless hosts of the angelic world. All faces at this moment, yonder,
are turned to Jesus. We may believe that every eye to-night, in the
Glory yonder is fixed on Jesus. He is precious to them all. There.
are those yonder who can sing to His praise: "Unto Him Who loved
us, and washed us from our sins in His Own blood." Oh, how precious
must He be to these! Oh, what a debt they feel they owe Him-a
debt so great as to present a hopeless prospect of ever being paid off.
But because they cannot pay Him that which they owe they will praise
Him without ceasing. They cease not, the Holy Book says, they cease
not day and night, praising Him and saying, "Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain." It is more than angels can say, "Slain for us":
that they cannot say. But the glorified, redeemed ones can praise
Jesus as the angels cannot, namely, as their Redeemer.
Oh, beloved young friends, it is the Redemption work of Jesus that
makes Him dear to sinners, and that is to-night my great subject, for
if we.are asked, " To whom is Jesus precious 1 " we answer promptly,
" To them that believe." Hence the question again, Are you among
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them! Are you of the number of believers in Jesus! You either are,
or you are not. There is no middle place, no neutral ground. There
is no such thing as a half·believer, a half-unbeliever. Faith discriminates and deterrcines the reality. Have you faith in Jesus! If
not, He is not precious to you, He cannot be. Oh, how awful the
thought is that there is one child of Adam here to-night in whose sight
Jesus is not precious, while He is so infinitely precious to the glorified
ones yonder. Ah, perhaps some of you have dear relatives and friends
who have left your side, who died in the Lord: you are justified in
believing that those being" absent from the body" are now" present
with the Lord." Do you expect to meet them! How is it possible
that unbehevers shall inherit the kingdom of God! No, young
friends, it is an impossibility. "Except a man be born again, he
cannot see the kingdom of God." Unto you who believe-and only
unto you-is Jesus precious now; and how precious is He to sinners
who believe in Him, to sinners whose sole trust for eternity is in the
merits of Jesus, who can say from the heart:
.. JeSU9, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my bead."
Can you say that, all of you, my hearers!
To you that believe Jesus is precious. First, as a Saviour. As a
Saviour what has He done for you! Well, first, He has given Himself
for you. More He could not do. More He had not to give. He gave
Himself. He laid aside the glory He had with His Father before the
world was, all His greatness, all that Heavenly, that Divine magnificence which was proper to Him as the Eternal Son of the Eternal
Father. "Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though
He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor." No one, I take it,
ever walked this earth whose poverty equalled that of Jesus; for, dear
friends, poverty is a relative term. You may speak of a man who has
possessed much of this world's goods, even to the extent of millions
of money; he loses this, but there is still a subsistence left him. We
now unhesitatingly speak of that man as a poor man-we are speaking
relatively to his former wealth. And so we speak of the poverty of
Jesus. None ever possessed the riches Jesus possessed before He left
His Father's bosom to come down into this sin·cursed world of OUIS,
to buy a people out of perdition and to make them children of Go~.
No, none ever impoverished himself as Jesus did. When men of
wealth, dear friends, sink to circumstances of need, it is the result of
circumstances which they fain would have ordered otherwise, whereas
the poverty of Jesus was self·determined, the poverty of Jesus was of
His Own choice; it was because He loved poor sinners with a love
greater than He loved glory, grea.ter than He loved the Heaven of
heavens with all its blessed associations, that He came down poorhow poor! "The foxes have holes, the birds of the air have nests, bllt
the Son of Man," though He can claim eternal glory and everlasting
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worship, " hath not where to lay His head." And, dear friends, not
only was He poor in that sense, but in other senses also. You remember
the passage in Philippians, that, although the fulness and equality of
the Godhead were His in common with the Father, yet" He made
Himself of no reputation "-He gave up His reputation. And when
He walked this earth fulfilling righteousness, when He walked this
earth in obedience to the law that He might meritoriously work out a
goodness and righteousness for sinners, He was content to be called
by the worst of names. His Godhead was disdained, His miracles
were attributed to Beelzebub, the prince of the demons. He was called
the Samaritan. They despised Him as one with whom they had no
dealings, " for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans," and in
calling Him a Samaritan they implied, "We will have no dealings with
Thee, we despise Thee, Thou art inferior to us by birth, by blood, by
history." And He bowed to that. And they said, "Thou hast a
devil." He meekly said, "I have not a devil." And they said, "You
are mad." He let that go; He did not say anything about it. He
bore it patiently. "The reproaches of them that reproached Thee,"
He told His Father, " fell on Me." You know He felt these things.
Oh, how Jesus felt them! How keenly He felt them! He knew the
enormity of the sin involved in those attacks men made upon Him,
and He also foreknew the awful consequences to these evil men, and
He bore patiently these things. The 12th of Hebrews-" Who endured
such contradiction of sinners against Himself." He" endured," that
is, He patiently bore. When, you remember, He stood before His
earthly judge, why one of the charges brought against Him was that
He answered nothing. "Answerest Thou nothing 1" "Speakest
Thou not unto me! Knowest Thou not that I have power to crucify
Thee, and have power to release Thee 1" That remark reflected on
His Father, and therefore He spake the word. "Thou," said He,
" couldest have no power at all against Me, except it were given thee
from above." When His Father's honour was involved you will find
Him prompt in His Father's defence, but when it is His Own honour,
His Own greatness, His Own glory, how silent He is, how patient,
meekly bearing this wrong and leaving it in His Father's hand to
correct. Yes, Jesus is a Saviour, and a great One, to His people in
that He gives them life. Life is the gift of God. "The wages of sin
is death; but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus, Jesus Christ
our Lord." "I am come, and have impoverished Myself, giving up
all My glory and My reputation too, that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly." Jesus died that the guilty,
the hell-doomed sinners, might live. Had He not died, the just for
the unjust, iniquity had brought them into judgment; and judged,
they had been rejected; and rejected, cast into the pit. "Deliver
them from going down to the pit, I have found a Ransom for them "this was the proclamation of Jesus. He came to be the Saviour of
sinners, poor sinners-oh how poor! Poor-as possessing nothing
good. Poor-no ability to think a Iight thought or to take a right
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step Godward. Yes, that they might be made rich, He gave His life
a ransom for them, and bore in His bosom the rebukes that were due
in judgment to their souls. Those that believe in Him for the salvation
of their souls, love Him because of His first great love to them, which
they understand in measure as they contemplate His sacrifice even
unto death.
The forgiveness of their sins, again, places them under obligation to
Him. He is precious to them as having forgiven them all iniquity.
Ah, there are dear children of God here to-night, young friends, who
have had all their iniquities forgiven them, all their sins blotted out,
so that not one of them shall ever testify against them. How is this 1
Why, Jesus washed these dear ones in His Own most precious blood.
To these Jesus is precious-oh, how precious!
ITo be cont;nu.ed.)
SERMONETTES FOR STAY-AT-HO!l'1E SUNDAYS.
By THE VEN. ARCHDEACON NoYES, M.A., B.D.
"THE FLOCK OF GOD."
" Oomfort the feebleminded."-THEss. v. 14.
" THE Church of the living God" (1 Tim, iii. 15) is described in the
Bible as " The flock of God." The Apostle Paul, addressing the elders
{)f the Church at Ephesus, exhorts, " Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased
With His own blood" (Acts xx. 28); and Peter writing to elders
likewise exhorts, " Feed the flock of God which is among you" (1 Pet. v.
2). The references are to parts of the flock, but the flock is one, as
witness the words of the Lord Jesus, the Good Shepherd: "Other
sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and
they shall hear My voice; and there shall be one flock (so the Greek, and
R.V.), and one Shepherd" (John x. 16).
This flock is " The flock of God" in His Trinity of Persons, loved of
the Father from eternity, chosen in Christ, redeemed by the death of
Christ, and called-effectually called-by the Holy Spirit. It has
become the flock of God in His sovereign grace. God's sovereignty in
salvation is plainly revealed. St. Paul illustrates it by the work of a
potter. Some of my readers may have recently witnessed an exhibition
of the ancient art of the potter, here in Lloydrninster. In the ninth
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, Paul anticipates and answers an
objection to the sovereignty of God, in these words: "Thou wilt say
then unto me, Why doth He yet find fault 1 For who hath resisted His
will 1 Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest against God 1
Shall the thing formed say unto Him that formed it, Why hast Thou
made me thus 1 Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same
lump to make one vessel unto honour a.nd another unto dishonour 1
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What if God, willing to show His wrath, and to make His power known,
endured with much long-suffering vessels of wrath fitted to destruction:
and that He might make known the riches of His glory on vessels of
mercy afore prepared unto glory, even us whom He hath called, not of
the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles 1" This is a deep truth,
against which the carnal mind rebels, for it is " enmity against God"
(Rom. viii. 7), but to which one humbly submits when by grace one
sees oneself a perishing sinner, and hearing the glad tidings of the
Gospel, flies for refuge to the Lord Jesus. Then such can say:

•
•

" Hail, sov'reign love that first began
The scheme to rescne fallen man!
Hail , matchless, free, eterna.l grace,

.

That gave my soul a hiding-place."

God in His sovereign mercy has determined to save a vast multitude
out of mankind. Without this sovereign mercy and grace none could
be saved. But in the everlasting Covenant of grace, the flock of God,
chosen in Christ, was given to Him as the responsible Onc, the Good
Shepherd. He is the one Shepherd of the one flock. He laid down
His life for the sheep, and gives unto them eternal life (sec John x.
14-30).
COMMUNION, PROSPECT, AND GLORY.
THERE is one very satisfactory and consolatory feature amid the
world's unrest, degeneracy, cynicism, and daring blasphemy in all
directions. That is, that the people of God are brought together more,
and are in deeper sympathy and fuller understanding with each other.
Loyalty to their Lord and Saviour compels the will. There is more
clearly defined separation from the world, and more real union amongst
believers, "not as the world giveth" or even sees. There is the
sacred bond of union in Christ which sees and knows and understands,
drawing the Christ-loved together, for" the love of Christ constraineth
us." It is this which often draws the reciprocal remark after a first
brief interview between Spirit-taught souls, "I feel as though I had
known you all my life." From what source does this spontaneous
intimacy spring 1 We are both conscious of deep indwelling sin and
of our absolutely lost state by nature, and we both recognize that
Christ hath loved us and redeemed us, washed us in His Own blood,
and cleansed us from all sin. We have sinned. He has saved. We
have wandered far. He has sought us until-until when 1 Till He
was tired 1 Ab no, more than that. Until we turned back to Him 1
Ab no, more persevering love than that. He sought until He found
us. And then He laid us on His shoulders rejoicing. Laid us on His
shoulders!· How often we hear that expression with regard to earthly
matters, "I will take it on my shoulders, I will be responsible,"
meaning he will carry the burden and be liable for safety. "He
shouldered them," implying he was answerable for safe carriage. Thus
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when one believer meets another with the self-same experience, having
carried the self-same burden of sin, and had the self-same deliverance,
no wonder they recognize the voice of the Shepherd, and that they are
called together into one fold.
" Layeth it on His shoulder." It does not climb to His shoulder.
No, He raiseth it and layeth it on His shoulder. Mark His undertaking
the whole burden, the whole lifting, the whole carrying. The sheep
has wandered-wandered far from the safe shelter of the fold-but He
missed it and would not rest until-until He found it. Oh, dear child
of God, has He not thus dealt with thee? "The beloved of the Lord
shall dwell in safety by Him; the Lord shall cover him all the day long,
and he shall dwell between His shoulders." Everlasting security!
Christ" calleth His own sheep by name." So His sheep were given
Him not a number only in general, but their names in particular, which
proves a personal election. And this is the sweetness of being in the
fold: "I am the good Shepherd and know My sheep, and am known of
Mine." They know not the voice of strangers, but they know His
voice and they follow Him. And we find in converse with Zion-ward
pilgrims that the Lord always gives them discernment. The Holy
Spirit reveals to them that which is false and that which is real, so
that they are not" carried away with every wind of doctrine," but
perceive the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. And so in communion with
them we find them" fellow-helpers to the truth." Therefore they
are" helpers of your joy." They have tasted the sweetness of the
Fountain and the sweetness of the streams. Christ is all and in all
to them, and they radiate His joy, for they are constantly in contact._
with Him. I was reading of one saying to another, " I like to be in
the company of Z--." "Why?" it was asked. The answer was
" Because he always reminds me of a third person." "And who is.
that? " questioned the hearer. The reply was, " The blessed One in
glory." What a delightful privilege to be a message-bearer in the
face, like the Rev. W. Pennefather, of whom we read, "His face
beamed as we met him in the street," or, all unconscious of the fact,
like Moses, who" wist not that his face "hone" as he came down from
the mount of God. Communion with the Master ramates the glory
of the Master. For" with open face beholding as in a glass the glory
of the Lord, we are changed into the same image." "They looked
unto Him and were ramant," as it has been rendered by some. Such
believers" walk on earth yet live in heaven." I have heard of a
sermon-rest in a pulpit (I hope there are many) on which is the inscription, " Sir, we would see Jesus," a constant reminder to the preacher
of the need and desire of his hearers. For when Christ is the all-m-all
there will be blessing and comfort to the aching heart. "1, if I be
lifted up, will draw all men unto Me."
Thank God for His faithful Spirit-taught pulpit messengers who
still set forth the love and loveliness of Jesus Christ, touching the
hearts of eager, restless, sin-sick souls. They see Jesus-and are
satisfied. "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him
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that bringethgood tidings!" "Good tidings of great joy . . . a
Saviour which is Christ the Lord."
There are many pulpits, alas! _in which they seek to " kill Jesus "
metaphorically. His name, His work, His 8alvation, His love, and
His glory all ignored, as though He was of no account at all. Not so
St. Paul. "We preach . . . Ohrist Jesus the Lord" ... "the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." The
-foe is growing stronger in these days, these last days. But," thanks
be to God, Who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
He is the Victor. We shall sing the triumph song with Him. "We
-see not yet all things put under Him. But-we see Jesus." So all is
well. "Jesus . . . crowned with glory and honour "-the mighty
Conqueror. We can rejoice even now in the knowledge. "Unto you
which believe He is precious," and His" I am with you," " It is I, be
not afraid," " Underneath are the everlasting arms," cheer us through
all the rough roads and over the hard stones, for He goeth before. We
look forward to the end of the way, the upward way, if narrow and
winding. Yet it leadeth right to His glory and to Himself-Himself all
the glory. I was reading lately of the American orator, Wendell
Phillips. He was devotedly attached to his invalid wife, and one
-evening, at the close of a lecture, he was urged not to return to Boston
that night. His friends said, " The last train has left; you will be
obliged to take a carriage into the city. It is a sleety November night,
cold and raw, and you will have twelve miles of rough riding before
you reach home." Then came the beautiful reply, " But at the other
.end of them I shall find Anne Phillips."
Thus it is with us on our pilgrim journey. It may be very rough
.and stormy, thorny brambles all the way, temptations to lure us away,
insinuations from foes within and without, steep hills to climb, false
friends, angry foes. But-at the other end we shall find Ohrist, and
the heart sings as it presses on, " I shall find Christ at the end. I shall
see His face, I shall hear His voice." And never, never srn:
.

But from the riches of his grace,
Drink endless pleasures in.'

n

Yes, it is all the riches of His grace. He binds His beloved people
-closely together in loving fellowship and shares it. Justified freely by
.His grace. Access, election, sufficiency, calling, forgiveness, salvation,
hope, abounding grace, and" where sin abounded grace did much more
abound." That He might show the exceeding riches of His grace,
" and that He might make known the riehes of His glory on the vessels
-of mercy which He had afore prepared unto glory." That is a wonderful
expression, " The riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints."
And all in Christ-" Christ in you the hope of glory."
NETTlE.

" CHRIST was a sacrifice for sin, and His sufferings were penal, that
is, they were judicially inflicted in support of the law."-Dr..O. Hadge.
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A FOUNDATION, WELL AND TRULY LAID.
MEN cannot prove the quality of an orange by gazing at it. They
need to open it and taste it, and then they will be able to testify as to
its flavour and sweetness.
In like manner, if men would prove the truth and beauty and quality
of God's Word, they must seek to have it opened to them by the teaching of the Holy Spirit. The real value of God's Holy Book is not discovered by merely reading so many chapters as a task. The man who
is blest is the man who delights in the Word of God and who meditates
upon it continually (Ps. i. 1, 2). He proves that the Scriptures are
true and he desires not to speculate according to the fancies of men,
but he desires that the meditation of his heart may be in agreement
with the Word and therefore acceptable in God's sight (Ps. xix. 7 and 14).
When such a man reads, "If the foundations (or the Great Foundation) be destroyed, what can the righteous do 1" (Ps. xi. 3), he naturally
inquires, " What can this mean 1" He is anxious to be made a righteous man, that is, one who believes in the Lord Jesus, and to whom the
Righteousness of the Lord Jesus is imputed (1 Cor. i. 30; Gal. iii. 6),
and, therefore, he does not want to have that Foundation upon which
he has built, and upon which he rests, destroyed. This makes him
search and examine into these truths upon which he has hitherto
built his hopes.
It may be he argues thus with himself: The term foundation has,
in general, some connection with a house or building. What is the
connection 1 What is a foundation 1 These questions need an answer,
and as such is sought for, it gradually becomes plain that the foundation is in reality the most important portion of the building, it is in
reality the first part of the building and needs to be sure and sound
and deep; for upon it all the rest of the superstructure has to be
built. The greater and more important the building, the greater is
the need that the foundation be reliable and suitable. Generally
speaking, the foundation of a great building will be laid very deep,
and, if possible, upon solid rock.
With these thoughts before him, the man who realizes that he is
building for eteruity, makes careful search as to the foundation of his
belief. He learns that he must have authority for his belief, and this
leads him to the Word of God. He knows that other men are liable
to mistakes even as he is, and therefore he is convinced that he must
have some absolutely reliable authority. This he finds in the Word
of God and nowhere else. That Word describes him exactly, and it
also sets before him his needs and the Remedy. He finds this Word
speaks with authority and demands obedience. He finds that it does
become to him " a lamp to his feet and a light to his path" (Ps. cxix.
105), and he reads that a young man can only cleanse his way as he
gives diligent heed to its teaching (Ps. cm. 9). As he reads in that
inspired Book he finds that the Lord Jesus referred to this very subject
of a "Foundation," and it encourages him to pursue his inquiries.
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He observes the Lord Jesus connects His teaclllng with the figure of
·a building upon a rock; He said, "Whosoever heareth these sayings
of Mine and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man who built
his house upon a rock," and against whom nothing shall prevail to
overthrow him (Matt. vii. 24-27). This exactly suits him and serves
to explain to him a similar expression used by the Lord Jesus when
talking with Peter, " Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build
My Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it " (Matt.
xvi. 15~19). In other words, Peter had heard the teaclllng of the
Lord Jesus, he had believed what the Saviour taught and had believed
in Him and professed his faith in Him in these words, " Thou art the
Christ, the Son of the living God." To this the Lord Jesus responded
and said (taking us in thought to the 1st Psalm, verses 1-2), " Blessed
artthou,Simon: you have not learned this from men, but by the teaching of My Father Who is in heaven, and as surely as your name Peter
means a ' stone,' so surely on this Foundation Truth which you have
just professed will I build My Church, and it shall never be overthrown."
Here, then, we learn what is the Central Truth, the chief doctrine
of the Church of God. It is tills: The Lord Jesus, Who is the Son
of God, is the Anointed (John i. 41, margin)-the Christ; that He
received the Spirit without measure (John iii. 34), that He might
preach good tidings unto the meek, that He might bind up the brokenhearted, that He might proclaim liberty to the captives (Isa. lxi. 1-3
with Luke iv. 18). What are" the good tidings" He came to preach ~
" God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting
life" (John iii. 16). Tills is what Peter believed, and because he
believed in the Lord Jesus ana confessed His Name he was blessed.
This is the same foundation truth that Paul preached. He said,
" I determined not to know anytlllng among you, save Jesus Christ,
and Him crucified" (1 Cor. ii. 2). Tills was the great foundation truth
the apostles preached on the Day of Pentecost (Acts ii.), and as they
preached and taught the people, many cried out, " What shall we do ~ "
The apostle dared give no answer but tills, Repent, and believe in the
Name of the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved (Acts ii. 38). "Other
foundation can no man lay than that is laid, wlllch is Jesus Christ"
(1 Cor. iii. 11), and concerning Him the Father has declared, "Behold!
I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner
stone, a sure foundation," and whosoever believeth in Him shall not
be confounded-shall not be overthrown (Isa. xxviii. 16 with 1 Pet.
ii. 6-8). To those who build on this FoundatIOn He is precious, but
sore will be the condemnation of those who reject Him (John xii. 48).
The Lord hath put a seal upon all those who believe in the Lord
Jesus. They are built upon the Foundation wlllch endureth for ever,
and none shall pluck them from their Saviour's hand (2 Tim. ii. 19:
John x. 28-29), but let all such remember this, they are called upon to
" depart from iniquity."

P. 1. B.
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TO SPEAK GOOD OF HIS NAME.
I LIKE to believe that, whatever Ollr circumstances may be, they are
not overlooked in the Bible. Somewhere, either in historical example,
in a Proverb of Solomon,.in an exhortation in an Epistle, or in the words
of the Lord Himself, we are told what to do at this very time.
Everywhere we are told to hope in God and wait for Him, having no
confidence in ourselves, but absolute trust in Him and expectation
from Him. If we knew the gift of God, and Who it is that speaks to
us in His priceless Word, we would ask, and He would lead us to the
fountains of living water. Then we would not need to go to Jacob's
well or elsewhere to draw. No plea that Abraham was our father, that
we were, or that we possessed, this, that, or the other qualification,
would seem worth the using, but our hopes would rest (i.e., lie still) on
Him. Until He arose with light for our darkness, healing for our
sickness, strength for our toils, we should wait patiently, knowing that
all was well. How different we all are-as different, I suppose, as
when the sons of thunder and the son of consolation were sent out by
the same Lord into the same calling. I was wondering (without looking
it up) if ever once David was told by God to be strong. That seems to
have been the one thing that Joshua needed. Over and over again he
was exhorted to be strong and of good courage, as if he could not be
persuaded that he would ever get through, while David was all ardour
and needed repressing, and then would be trying and longing to do
something else with his warm heart and his skilful hands that played
on the harp to the praise of his God, the Rock of his strength and his
salvation. But David was David, and Joshua was Joshua. That was
the difference between them, and they were not their own. It was He
that had made them and not they themselves, they were His people
and two sheep of His pasture. So they entered into His gates with
praise and into His courts with thanksgiving. They were thankful to
Him and spoke good of His Name. It is not only when they are on
the housetops, proclaiming to all who will hear what God has done for
them, that His people speak good of His Name. Did not Moses so do
when, burdened with responsibility and work, He prayed to the Lord,
"If Thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence." Is it not as
praise in the ears of the Lord to hear from His feeble flock that it is
worse than useless their going forward, or going in any direction, if He
is not there? When Pharaoh said to the Egyptians, and to the hungry
strangers that came to his city to buy food, " Go to Joseph," no more
need be said. He who had been laying up stores for years, while they
were careless of their prospects or helpless, would now open the granary
doors, and save them and their little ones from famine. When the
captive maid said, " Would God that my master were with the prophet
. . . he would cure him," she at o.nce suggested that the power and the
willingness of Elisha was worth everything in the world to Naaman.
The praise of God is in the 88tb Psalm, in the disciples' " Lord, save, we
perish," as much as in the summer days of Solomon's Song, or in the
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witness of the triumphing apostles on the Day of Pentecost. How can
we ever sufficiently praise Him and speak good of His Name for all His
longsuffering, mercy, and patience, in His leading about and instructing,
still bearing with our impatience and waiting for His Own time for the
" something more or something higher" that we have such a way of
thinking we need 1 I was struck with the ending of one of John
Newton's letters one day. He wrote as if he was dried up and withered,
dejected with himself, and feeling as if the sun was not to shine ever
again. He was just about to close the letter when it struck him (so it
seemed) that it was an unworthy thing to do, to write as if there was
nothing but darkness and sorrow. So he added some word of praise to
the Lord, and that begun, the sheet would not contain what he had
to "ay. As he wrote himself,
11

•

Sweeter sounds than music knows,
Charm me in Immanuel's Name;

All her hopes, my spirit owes
To His birth, His cross, His shame."

It is a good thing to give thanks to Him and to speak of Him. When
some poor, lisping, stammering tongue breaks the silence of its own
gloom, and sings of Him Whom, having 1l0t seen, he loves, it may be
that the sound reaches the ear of the enemy, much as did the sound
which sent the Syrians flying for their lives, leaving only spoil behind
for the favourites of the Almighty.
FOLLOWER-ON.
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MINORITIES.
By THE LATE BISHOP RYLE IN "WHAT IS WRITTEN ABOUT
LORD'S SUPPER."

THll

" NEVER mind being in a minority. So was Elijah; so was Athanasius ;
so was Wycliffe; so was Luther; so were Romaine, and Venn, and
Grimshaw, and Berridge in the last century (eighteenth). So were
the hundred and twenty disciples in the Upper Chamber at Jerusalem.
Majorities do not always win in the long run. As a general rule, it is
minorities that shake the world." . ..
~
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EVENING.
ON a beautiful evening when the summer was drawing to a close, I
was walking alone on a wide country road, with low hedges on each
side. The sun was shining brightly, lighting up the cornfields, where
the harvest had just been safely gathered in. There was no one
within sight or sound, and my heart was lifted up in gratitude to God
for the pleasure which His works bring to the believing heart. Truly
we may say with the Psalmist: "All Thy works shall praise Thee,
o Lord" (Ps. cxlv. 10). I was reminded of the words: ." Isaac went
out to meditate in the field at the eventide" (Gen. xxiv. 63). In the
margin of your Bible the word" to meditate" is translated" to pray."
We may well do the same. The youngest child of God can do this, and
the Lord loves to hear us when we thus really draw near to Him. You
may be sure that He will draw near to you.
In the life of the Lord Jesus Christ as recorded for us in the Gospel
of St. Mark, there are several events mentioned as taking place in the
evening. Let us look at some of them.
The first occurs in i. 32, where we read: "At even, when the sun did
set, they brought unto Him all that were diseased, and them that
were possessed with devils." The Lord had been very busy all the
day, teachiug in the synagogue, so that the people were astonished at
His doctrine, and working of miracles. And now, at the close of the
day, we find Him, in His wondrous love and mercy, healing many of
those brought to Him in the evening. It is never the wrong time for
us to bring our dear ones to Him for help and healing.
You will find the next instance in iv. 35: "When the even was
come, He saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side." So
when the multitude had been sent away, the Lord Jesus and His
disciples went into a ship to cross the Sea of Galilee. Other smaller
vessels went with them. During the passage across, "there arose a
great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was
now full. And He was in the hinder part of the ship asleep on a pillow."
Do you not love the story 1 The disciples awoke the Lord, and said
to Him, " Master, carest Thou not that we perish 1" And He at once
exercised His almighty power, saying to the wind and the sea, " Peace,
be still!" And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. What
an evening scene was this!
The third evening scene is recorded in the sixth chapter. The Lord
Jesus had fed the five thousand with the five loaves and fishes. Afterwards He told His disciples to get into a ship whilst'He sent the crowds
away. It was then evening, and the Lord went up into a mountain to
pray. They were sailing in the ship, and He was alone on the land,
holding communion with His Father in heaven. If you have been
saved by His grace, so that you are trusting in the finished work of the
Lord Jesus, you, too, will sometimes want to be alone for the same
purpose.
E. A. H.
3°

----------
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THE LEAVEN OF RITUALISM: HOW IT WORKS, AND HOW
TO DEAL WITH IT.
BEING THE SUBSTANCE OF A LECTURE DELIVERED AT BATH,
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE PROTESTANT ALLIANCE,
BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR
OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL, AND
FOR MANY YEARS EDITOR OF
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
" RITUALISM "-what is it 1 "Ritualism," like every other form of
religion, must be tried by the infallible touchstone of God's inspiredfully inspired-Word. Appeals to the Fathers and to Antiquity must
give place to the final authority of the Divine Record. Other books,
however venerable, and, upon inferior grounds, however to be respected,
afford no safe and independent guidance where the eternal interests
of immortal souls are involved, and where the will of the living God,
as touching the manner in which He chooses to be worshipped, is
concerned.
The Sixth Article of our martyr-honoured Church itself lays down
the dictum that" HOLY SCRIPTURE containeth all things necessary to
salvation, so that whatsoever is not read therein, lWl' may be proved theTeby,
is not to be l'equil'ed of any man, that it should be believed as an article
of the Faith, or be thought requisite 01' necessary to salvation." Let us
never forget that the XXXIX Articles (which endorse the three Creeds
and the two Books of Homilies) authoritatively set forth the Biblewarranted belief of all true and loyal members of the Church of England.
What, then, is "Ritualism" 1 To be brief-it is revived Judaism.
It is a system of religious externalism, the genius of which is absolutely
Antichristian. It sets up a priestly hierarchy whose claims are inimical
to the sacred rights of human conscience. It is a treasonable attack
on the kingly throne and priestly functions of the Lord Jesus Christ.
God's own thoughts about materialistic Ritualism are plainly enough
revealed in the Epistle to the Hebrews; and be it remembered that
the inefficacy of the ancient Ritualism of Moses, declared in that
Divine Epistle, is the inefficiency of a Ritual which God Himselfand not man-instituted and enjoined. Levitical Ritualism had its
appointed dispensational place. It was ordained to serve as a shadow
of " good things to come." But when once the prefigured Christ had
come-the Living, Personal Substance of all that elaborate, and
relatively "glorious" Ceremonialism-then the Temple, the Priesthood, and the entire system of Levitical Ritualism were swept away
by the hand of Jehovah's terrible judgment. The destruction of
Jerusalem, A.D. 70, set God's approving seal-once for ever-on the
essential spirituality and simplicity of all acceptable worship, and the
brand of His holy displeasure on all attempts to revive Judaizing
worship, in whole' or in part.
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In contending against that carnal thing commonly designated
Ritualism, a Christian man, therefore, is opposing no mere trifling
aberration from the paths of Divine Truth; but he is rather engaged
'in a mighty struggle with one of the most fatal religious delusions
€ver propagated by the Prince of Darkness within the lines of the
professing Church.
It is true we all know the latest development of the religion of
Ritualism. Its birthplace was Oxford. It is only about fifty years
·old. Some of my readers can well remember its inception, and also
-the subtle methods adopted by Dr. Pusey, and his confederates, for
-the propagation of the movement. Oh, that many may live to see the
day of its expulsion from the domain of the Established Church!
This allusion to the methods employed by the early Tractarians for
-the furtherance of Romanized Ritual, and its inseparable complement,
Romanized Doctrine, leads to the consideration of the metaphorLeaven-found in the thesis of this address :THE LEAVEN OF RITUALISM.

What, now, is Leaven! What is said about it in the Word of God!
What is its nature! Of what is it emblematical or typical!
Leaven, in both the Old Testament and the New, always signifies
.something EVIL. Cruden explains Leaven to be-" A piece of dough
salted and soured." Its use is the fermentation of a mass of dough-that is, either meal or flour-preparatory to its being baked for food.
.smith's Dictionary of the Bible (Vol. Ill., sub. "Leaven ") records
the fact that the Hebrew word seor has the radical sense of effervescence,
·or fermentation, therefore corresponding in point of etymology to the
Greek zume (from zeo, to boil), to the Latin fennentum (from ferveo),
.and to the English leaven (from levare, to lift up). It has been observed
by John Trapp, the commentator, that the radical letters in the Hebrew
word seor (leaven) are identical with those found in one of the Old
Testament words for" flesh." The action of this sour substance upon
moistened meal or flour is to puff it up, and, by a silent but potent
process of fermentation to assimilate the whole mass to its own corrupt
nature.
Hence leaven is often employed in Holy Scripture to illustrate the
.co=encement, progress, and culmination of evil. Being always
representative of evil, leaven might not be used in any of those Old
Testament types which referred to Christ. "Holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners," His nature, and work, and offices were
absolutely unleavened. "No meat offering, which ye shall bring unto
-the Lord, shall be made with leaven: for ye shall bum no leaven, nor
any honey [honey being of the nature of leaven] in any offering of the
Lord made by fire" (Lev. ii. 11). Leaven was likewise Divinely forbidden in the case of the trespass- offering (Lev. vii. 12); the consecration offering (Exodus xxix. 2; Lev. viii. 2); the Nazarite offering
(Numbers vi. 15); and more particularly in connection with the feast
()f the Passover. So strict, indeed, were the rules laid down by God
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in the last-named case, that all leaven was not only to be banished
from the houses of the Hebrews but even from that land itself during
the seven days of the Passover (Exod. xii. 15, 19; xiii. 7; Deut. xvi.
4). Disobedience to this law entailed upon the transgressor his being
" cut off from Israel."
It is true that in two cases leaven was Divinely prescribed to be
ceremonially used in the Ritual-worship of Moses. But its being
enjoined in those exceptional instances serves only the more forcibly
to instruct us in the main mysteries of its typical meaning. In both
the case of the peace-offering (Lev. vii. 13) and the Pentecostal loaves
(Lev. xxiii. 17) leaven was prescribed to be used; but as both those
types have reference to God's worshipping people, not to Christ, they,.
fitly enough, recognize the corruption and evil which are inseparable
from the mixed services of the saints on earth. The" flesh" cleaves to"the holy things" of the most spiritually-minded Christian. The
unleavened offering of Christ alone can meet this sinful defect in the
Christian worshipper-but, thanks to the God of all grace, that onceoffered sacrifice of the Lamb, when revealed to faith in the heart by
the Holy Ghost, affords boldness of conscience to the justified sinner
whose standing for acceptance is in the very righteousness of God,
and whose character before the eye of the Father is seen in the spotless,
holy, perfect One Who sits, as the Representative and Head of the
redeemed Church of the Firstborn, at the right hand of the Majesty
on high.
I have said that everywhere in Holy Scripture leaven signifies that
which is morally evil and corrupt.
Need I do more than refer to such New Testament passages as·
Matt. xvi. 6, 11, 12; Mark viii. 15; Luke xii. 1; xiii. 21; 1 Cor. v.
5-8; and Gal. v. 9 1 So obviously do these and similar Scriptures
prove that corrupt doctrine and false religious teaching are, in their
moral nature and operations, like leaven, that it appears marvellous.
anyone can be found to speak of the Gospel as " leaven," and of its
effects as a process of " leavening."
That a clear and practical judgment on this point may be formed,
we cannot do better than refer to a remarkable parable which our'
Lord delivered, as one of a group, whose common application is
obviously prophetic of the Dispensation in which our own lot is castLet it be well noted, however, at starting, that the object of the prognostic parables of the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel by Matthew'
is to inform infallibly God's peopl~ and that for their edification,.
that so far from the present age differing for the better from all the
preceding Dispensations, it will, in common with them, serve historic.
ally to show that" sinful flesh" (though surrounded with abolmding'
religious privileges) is, and must be, an utter moral failure.
The parable referred to is very brief, but its signification is replete
with portentous consequences, more especially to the visible church,
or to what the inspired evangelist terms" the kingdom of heaven."
Here are the inspired words (verse 33), " The kingdom of heaven is.
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like unto leaven which a woman took and hid in three measurcs of
meal, TILL THE WHOLE WAS LEAVENED." The main feature of this
prophetic parable is evidently that, by a slow, silent, but potent
process, the originally pure and well-defined (measured) meal became
wholly transubstantiated in its nature. From being simple, wholesome meal, itself became corrupting leaven!
To take up certain phases of the symbolism of the parable we may
note the fact that the term" the kingdom of heaven" in the writings
Qf Matthew represents the present Gospel dispensation. In the next
place, " a woman" in Holy Scripture symbolizes, as Hartwell Home
and others have pointed out, " a city, a state, or body politic." In
eonnection with what we may call" the things of God" the corporate
idea conveyed by this symbol is that of an organized system of religiontrue or false. Thus, in that book of inspired symbolism, the Apocalypse,
we find two "women "-one pure, the other corrupt-the former
representing the Bride of the Lamb of God (the true Gospel Church
Qf Divine election, redemption, and calling); the latter, Satan's marvellous counterfeit, the elaborately organized Great Apostasy of Rome
-whose unparalleled arts, sorceries, and sophistries are calculated
with consummate skill to delude the souls of all but such as, being
" God's elect," are by covenant" kept" from the paths of the destroyer.
On the brow of the corrupt woman of the 17th of Revelation the
description of her ecclesiastical character is found written :-" MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT, the Mother of Harlots and abominations of the
earth" (verse 5).
This is the "woman" who hid the leaven in the three measures
Qf pure meal.
The moral character of this symbolical woman is corrupt; her
mission is tQ corrupt others; while general religious corruption in the
faith and worship of modern Christendom is the histQrical outcome of
her persistent pernicious interference and influence. Let it now be
Qbserved that this deadly process of corrupting the primarily pure and
undefiled meal of the Faith of God's Church had beccrme operative
even in apostolic times. The great apostle of the Gentiles when writing,
under the direct inspiration of the Holy Spirit, tQ the saints at
Thessalonica, told them (A.D. 54) "THE MYSTERY OF LAWLESSNE-SS
doth already work" (fv£pY',ru,). The very word "work" which the
English bread-baker uses when he speaks of the process of fermentation
which his yeast, barm, or leaven effects upon the water-mixed flour
Qr meal, is employed in this inspired passage. Thus we learn that,
almost as soon as the faith of God's elect" was once ror all delivered"
to them at the dawn of the present dispensation, the diabolical policy
<>f Antichrist began to manifest itself, even as, in Eden, so soon as
Jehovah's first creation assumed its rair and perfect proportions the
Berpent appeared on the scene with his superior scheme of human
happiness! tQ unsay and undo all that the God of truth and holiness
had provided for sinless man.
"Primitive Christianity"-a term of euphonious seductiveness-
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was indeed a short-lived Elysium. "It must needs be that offences.
come "-and they came early on the lovely scene of Acts ii. Satan's
counterfeit "woman" was equal to her commission! She early
snared Christianity from the paths of doctrinal and practical purity.
The decrees of the so-called" General Councils" only served, in too
many cases, to formulate and enforce floating errors of " the Mystery
of Iniquity" which did" already work" even in the days of the apostle
(2 Thess. ii. 7).
I need not particularize.
No average reader of early Church History requires to be remindecI
of the grievous departures from the simplicity and integrity of the
once-delivered Faith which characterized the visible Church during
the younger centuries of the present era. Satan relied, evidently,
ml!ch less on the effects of the persecutions which, through the agency
of Paganism, he stirred up against the primitive Christians, than he'
did on .the silent but potent process of defiling the purity of Gospel teaching
and worship. As century after century passed away, the creeds of
Christendom afforded unmistakable evidence that an enemy was
occupied, with consummate skill, in changing the Truth of God into
a lie. Onwards, until the midnight blackness of medireval times, the
mystic Woman of the Apocalypse (and of our parable) continued t(}
introduce furtively into the popular teaching of Christendom the
leavening doctrines of the foretold Apostasy.
Let the Decrees of the so-called Council of Trent, in the sixteenth
century, together with the Antichristian Creed of Pope Pius the Fourth,
of about the same period, suffice to illustrate the point which I would
here enforce, namely, that the gigantic system of superstition and
idolatry which we now call" Popery" grew up by degrees, occupying
many centuries of Satanic manipulation to develop and organize it.
Like the diffusing influence of sour leaven upon a mass of moistened
flour-inflating, and silently ltssimilating it to its own corrupt nature
-the progress of religious evil in Christendom thro.ugh well-defined
epochs and stages is traceable from small but prolific germs (introduced
in Apostolic days) to that monster mass of Iniquity or Lawlessness
which, as a gigantic ecclesiastical system, now dominates the consciences
of nearly two hundred millions of our fellow men.
The history of that accrescence of Romanism within the Church,
popularly styled "Ritualism" (but which, by reason both of its
historical inception nearly fifty years ago, at Oxford, and of its subsequent development, would be more accurately designated JESUITISM)
is the ·resuscitated history of Satan's ancient process of hiding leaven
in the measures of pure meal.
The most remarkable fact I can adduce in proof of this charge is,
that the literature of the "conspiracy" itself affords overwhelming
evidence that the apostles of Ritualism are knowingly engaged in the
service of the mystic " WOMAN" who introduced the deadly " LEAVEN"
into the three measures of once PURE MEAL!
My first witness shall be the foster-father of Romanizing Ritualism
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-the late Doctor Pusey. I cite this name at once because Pusey,
rather than any of his fellow-conspirators in the soul-destroying
mission of Anglo-Jesuitism (from the birth of the" Oxford Tracts"
down to a recent date) had charge of the cause of Antichrist within
the English Church.
In 1865 appeared that remarkable volume the Eirenicon-a work
whose aim was to promote "visible unity" between the Roman
Apostasy and the Protestant Church of our fathers! Dr. Pusey
ingeniously laboured in its 409 pages to prove that in matters of Faith
there are points of coincidence between Popery and Protestantism ! that Rome's minimum of de fide Romanism remarkably coincides with
the maa:imum of "Catholicism" in the standards of our Reformed
Church! It only needed, forsooth, that" explanations" should be
forthcoming on both sides, and then the cause of Christ and that of
Antichrist were to be amicably adjusted and recouciled !
In the course of his Eirenicon Dr. Pusey distinctly admits that the
Romeward movement (with which his name and personality will be ever
associated) was a novelty in our Church, and that its aim was ,'cconciliation with the Church of Rome. He also dares to call it " the work
of God," just as that most iniquitous of all Rome's Orders, namely
that founded by IGNATIUS LOYOLA, blasphemously entitles itself" The
Society of Jesus."
Here is the text of Pusey's " word-oI-peace " to the Pope, in which
we find a shameful glorying in the spread of the deadly errors of Antichrist, as introduced by the Oxford Tractarians into the National
Church some fifty years ago;"The building arises 'without axe or hammer.' Never, I am
satisfied, was the work of God [what naked blasphemy!] among us so
wide and deep as now. Far deeper and wider is it than in those glad,
prosperous days, because THE LEAVEN which was HIDDEN IN THE MEAL,
has worked secretly, and has now more centres, from which it is everywhere working.:'
Like Caiaphas, the High Priest, who unwittingly bore testimony
to the Truth of God (John xi. 49-52), so, surely, does Pusey by this,
his own recorded statement of the furtive origin of Puseyism, endorse
• -undesignedly, of course, yet none the less actually-the Scriptures
which foretold that the deadly errors of the mystic Babylon would be
introduced like" leaven."
Nor does this quotation from Pusey's pen stand alone, for the
Almighty hand which took the wise in his own craftiness in 1865, as
we have seen, forced the same blind witness to God's Truth, fourteen
years later, to furnish another and an equally literal confirmation of
the prophetic Word.
The" English Church Union," having elected Dr. Pusey to be a
clerical Vice-President of that embodiment of ecclesiastical lawlessness,
he addressed its members in a printed letter, dated "Christchurch,
Oxford, Nov" 1879," in the course of which he gave-and from his
personal and intimate knowledge of the origin and aims of the
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" Tractarian" plot we are bound to accept the statement as
authoritative and reliable-a sketch of the occult birth of this heresy
in the National Church.
Pusey said :-" The Tractarians, I may say at the outset, were not
behindhand in what they taught, as some now think. As early as
the Tenth Tract there was the old language of Ancient Liturgies, that
the PRIEST was commissioned TO MAKE BREAD AND WINE THE BODY AND
BLOOD OF CHRIST. It was excepted against. The writer (J. H. N.)
simply said that he knew not how else to express himself. The
liule band began to do the little they could do, leaving the rest to God. [I]
... WE (to join myself with my betters) PUT THE LEAVEN INTO
THE MEAL, and waited to see what would come of it. When it began to
work it became clear whose doing it was."
Marvellous admission! Fatal confession! Out of whose mouth
could such words of condemnation have more fitly proceeded for the
glory of God 1 The present corrupt Romanized condition of the
English Church is thus, by Pusey's own averment, the result of the
" leaven" of Tractarianism, which he, with Newman and other
apostates from the pure Faith of the Gospel of Christ, insidiously
" put into the meal."
Truly, " a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump" (Gal. v. 9); for
what have we not lived to see 1 Nothing less humiliating than some
seventeen Bishops of the Reformation Church of England, together
with 21,000 of its clergy and communicant members, enrolled on the
black register of that Romanizing Confederacy, the" English Church
Union," whose clerical Vice-President has undesignedly initiated us
into the secret workings and methods of the authors of the Jesuit
scheme which, unless arrested by some sigual interference of our God,
will most assuredly compass the overthrow of the National Protestant
Establishment.
I next refer the public to the pages of the Union Review, an authoritative and recognized organ of the Puseyitico-Romish faction, a press
agent which has, with singular precision, directed the movements of
the Oxford conspiracy since 1867, at which date appeared an article
-on "Catholic Revival in the Church of England." It has been well
remarked that on many points of the Ritualistic controversy now
shaking the National Church to its very foundations, the testimony
-of this remarkable (because Pusey-inspired) article is highly important,
especially inasmuch as it categorically certifies that the work of the
Ritualists is a carefully organized CONSPIRACY TO REVERSE THE BLESSED
PROTESTANT REFORMATION which cost the Christian martyrs their lifeblood three hundred years ago. The article I now cite from the pages
of the leading literary exponent of the English Church Jesnits-The
Union Review-was originally written in German by a Puseyite layman
to a Popish priest in Germany! His unimpeachable revelations show
him to be an ardent disciple of Doctor Pusey's, and a zealous advocate
of that ulterior aim of the crypto-Jesuit school, namely, reunion with.
Rome (for t-o quote his own words, p. 397)-" The Catholic pa,·ty in the
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Church of England will be satisfied with nothing short of the restoration
of VISIBLE UNITY."
And what does the well-informed author of the Romanizing Union's
article say to his Roman Catholic friend, the German priest, about
the-origin of Oxford Popery in the English Church 1 Hear him, and
mark him. He says :"You know of course, through the translation of Newman's famous
Apologia, all that is necessary for you to know concerning' Puseyism.'
Its object was to prove that the Articles, Formularies, and Catechism,
etc., of our Church are really Catholic and not P,·otestant,. and the
promoters, therefore, of this so-called 'Oxford movement' began
zealously to proclaim, in press and pulpit, the Catholic Faith concerning
the Church and her Sacmments. You know, too, that at this time
many of the leaders of our ' High Church' party joined your Communion. Most, however, remained with us, and have during the last
twenty-five years quietly yet constantly preached THEIR DOCTRINES,
which have SECRETLY YET SURELY BEEN WORKING LIKE THE LEAVEN
among us" (p. 379).
Again I ask, is it a mere coincidence that these men, who are the
professional perverters of the Faith of the Gospel, when they attempt
to put into written language the aims and methods of their traitorous
undertaking, adopt those very words and metaphors of Holy Scripture
which the Spirit of prophecy employed eighteen hundred years ago
when delineating the Great Apostasy of latter-day Christendom 1
The very undesignedness of the coincidence-if such only it werewould, however, go far in itself to brand as Antichristian the work
for which Dr. Pusey and his colleagues are responsible alike before
God and man.. Into the mouth of the false prophet, Balaam, the Lord
put words of truth, and compelled that master of religious seduction
to speak those words, albeit they condemned both him and his antiIsrael crusade. Into the mouths, too, of the prophets of Antichrist-of those who would fain curse the true Israel of God, and failing that,
seduce them from His pure worship to follow Rome's idolatries-He
puts words of self-condemnation and compels their utterance, both
for His own glory and for His dear people's instruction.
Lest, however, anyone should feel disposed to consid.er my previous
quotations from the lips of the Romanizers as isolated expressions,
I present one more passage, from the same historic article in the Union
Review, the very term" leaven" in which constitutes the pivot word
of the entire paragraph.
The Ritualist Layman addressing still the Roman Catholic priest
in Germany, sums up his sketch of the rise, progress, and objects of
the Oxford Movement thus :"I hope I have now said enough to justify any convictions that
there is no reason for discouragem!\nt on either of these two heads, but
that it is reasonable to hope that at the end of this third period, say
twenty years hence, CATHOLICISM will have so LEAVENED the Church,
that she herself in her corporal capacl:ty, and not a mere small section
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of her like ourselves, will be ABLE ·TO COME TO YOU, and say: LET THE
HANDS which political force, not spiritual choice, have parted these three
hundred years, BE ONCE MORE JOINED. WE ARE ONE WITH YOU IN
FAITH, and we have a common Foe to fight. There may be a few
divergencies of practice on our side. We seek to make no terms,. we
come only in the spirit of love and of humility; but at the same time
we feel sure that the Chief Shepherd of the Flock of Christ [i.e., THE POPE]
will deal tenderly with us, and place no yoke upon us which we a"e not
able to bear." (Union Review, pp. 408, 409.)
Here, then, we have the real genius of the Ritualistic Conspiracy.
It is a huge plot. Its secret aim is to overthrow the Bible Faith of
this Nation, an issue involving the very existence of the civil and
religious liberties of us all. Are we prepared to stand by and witness
this base betmyal of the Church and Nation 1 Ritualism iF essentially
the religion of unregenerate human nature. Therein lies its strength.
It appeals to the natural heart and the natural tastes of man by its
sensuous methods only too successfully. People plead-" Oh, we like
an ornate service; so much taste is displayed in Ritualism; we prefer
the beautiful to the bare "-and so forth. He who is a Spirit is wholly
left out of their selfish preferences. But, what if He." must" be
worshipped in spirit and in truth 1 Where is the religion of Ritualism
then? For, shorn of its music and mystery, its sacerdotalism and
scenic sensuousness, what is left for the unregenerate devotee of
Puseyism 1 The vital questions-How far is Ritualism a soul-saving
religion l-How far does this modern system of priestism meet the
necessities of poor sinners dead in trespasses and sins l-these allimportant considerations are avoided and ignored by those people
who blindly follow the false prophets of Puseyism, and substitute
externalism for the work of the Holy Ghost in the heart. Ceremonialism, however elaborate and captivating to the unregenerate mind of
man, is absolutely impotent to renew a sinner's heart and bring him
nigh to God. Sacramentalism is, no doubt, a very clever theory, but
it utterly breaks down in practice. At best, salvation by Sacraments
is a precarious, because conditional, salvation. Yet the Rev. Orby
Shipley-once a prominent member of the English Church Union
party-when preaching at that notorious mass-house, St. Alban's,
Holborn, explicitly declared-and here are his words : " The Catholic Faith, I will say again, is a Religion of SACRAMENTS.
It is a Faith of which the beginning is Sacramental, the middle is
Sacramental, the close is Sacramental; and of which each interval is
Sacramental. Not a single step can be taken in the supernatural life
without the co-operation of SACRAMENTS; not an advance can be made,.
not an end can be gained."
And to whom is committed the sole prerogative of administering
these "soul-saving" ordinances 1 Why, exclusively to a clique or
caste of men claiming to be "priests"! In plain words, then, if
salvation be exclusively dependent upon" Sacraments," and" Sacraments" be absolutely dependent upon "priests" for their effective
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administration, we are obviously asked to believe that God has made
our salvation a question of going to these priests and putting our trust
in them! This we indignantly repudiate. To Christ Jesus only, the
one Mediator between God and men, we go, and in Him only do we
trust for our eternal salvation. "There is none other name under
heaven given among men whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12)_
Then, further, what a pitiable travesty of the true way of salvation
is this priestly theory, so far as " the doctrine of intention" is concerned! God's way of salvation is built upon the exercise of His own
good pleasure. "Of His own will begat He us witb the Word of
'l'ruth" (James i. 18), whereas the Romish way makes the efficacy
of the priest-administered sacraments to rest upon the private
" intention" of a man!
Hence, as I often have asked when addressing public audiences on
this absurd phase of Popish teaching-What security can any Roman
Catholic worshipper possess that when he bows down before the uplifted
" Host" he is not prostrating himself simply before a piece of paste 1
If "intention" be lacking in the mass-priest, no transubstantiation
has taken place, and the worship offered is the grossest idolatry.
From this sad conclusion there is no escape. Yet this is one-only
one-of the practical absurdities inseparable from the lying inventions
of "the Mystery of Iniquity."
It is to be feared that hundreds of thousands of persons, nominally
members of the National Church, now thoroughly believe this Goddishonouring teaching.
The leaven of false doctri~e, and the hypocrisy of those who craftily.
hide it in the instruction they publicly give, are doing a most pernicious
work in our midst, for these" evil men and seducers," waxing" worse
and worse" as the Word of God has foretold us that they would, are
sapping the very foundations of truth, honour, and purity. What
wonder is it that the lowest strata of English society should be what
it is to-day when such a base example is continually before their eyes
in the persons of their religious teachers 1
What marvel either that our courts of justice should reveal to the
awful extent they do the existence in our middle and highest classes
of a code of morals worthy only of a heathen State 1
Clerical "subscription" is to the followers of Doctor Pusey little
else than endorsing a lie. They sign our XXXIX Protestant-and
as they style them, Oalvinistic-Articles, either with mental reservation,
or else on the basis which was laid down in the Tracts for the Times,
namely, with a ,,!on-natural interpretation.
It is my belief that hundreds of clergymen are to-day ministering
in the Church of England, under licences granted them by the Bishops,
who are simply Papists holding" Dispensations" from their superiors
to hide the leaven of Popery in the Church of the Reformation, and to
level down the Establishment till a point of general apostasy be reached
sufficiently low to secure corporate reunion. Indeed, one of the
authorities I have quoted already distinctly affirms the end in view,
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although he fails to disclose the fact that men like the late Vicar 0,
Morwenstow (Hawker), and the late Vicar of Torrington (Mossman)both of whom held their Protestant benefices till their death, and then
were openly buried by the Roman Catholic authorities with Roman
rites-a,re actively engaged in promoting this traitorous and wicked
undertaking.
But what are we to do with this unscrupulous movement l-Row
are we to deal with this "leaven" of Ritualism 1
Alas! the Evangelical party have much to answer for in not having
been bold and faithful in warning England, alike through the pulpit
and the press, of the occult and sinister designs of the Ritualistic
conspirators. Forty, thirty, or even twenty years ago, if only Evangelical pastors had spoken out on the perils to souls involved in the
deadly teaching of the Tractarians, and had sought, by controversial
sermons and lectures and instruction classes, to forearm the young,
we should have had a very different class of men and women-now
heads of families-among us.
To a lamentable extent, the Evangelicals lost a golden opportunity
to maintain the distinctly Protestant character of the Church of our
fathers when organized Romanism entered at Oxford on its crusade
against the faith of the Bible. True, a few noble spirits, like McNeile,
Hugh Stowell, Hobart Seymour, Robert M'Ghee, and others, grasping
the issue involved in the struggle between the pure Gospel of the grace
of God and the abominations of Antichrist, stood in the gap, and
heroically waged war against the forces of the evil one. But that
faithful little band has long passed away. The Lord has not seen fit
to fill up the va,cant places of those gracious men. This I take to be
a judicial visitation. England was warned, in measure, and she
disregarded the exhortations of those whom God raised up to testify.
Those witnesses for the truth clearly discerned the leaven in the meal,
pointed it out to others, and pleaded with them to oppose its dire
presence. But their labours were mocked, frowned upon, and set at
nought. Nevertheless, it is left for all who still cleave to " the Faith
of God's elect," who stand in "the oid paths," and determine, by
Divine grace, to be faithful unto death in the maintenance of that
Bible Protestantism for which their ancestors laid down their very
lives, to lift up a standard of resistance, and to keep alive the lamp
of Gospel Truth which was kindled at so great a cost.
If we would deal with "the leaven of Ritualism" effectually we
must do so in God's way and with God's own weapons. Our case then
can be no forlorn hope.
" Leaven" can only be arrested in its pernicious workings by one
method. The baker, when he wills to save his bread from becoming
a hopelessly leavened lump-kills the leaven! And by what means 1
Re puts the mass of fermented dough into the oven. Only fire can
successfully arrest the leavening process. And who has said-" Is not
My WORD like as a FIRE! " (Jer. xxiii. 29).
Let us, then, bring the pernicious leaven of incipient Popery to the
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fiery test of God's holy Word, and it will be found to be powerless
before that searching ordeal. Let all public teachers be "tried," as
the apostle John exhorts-" tried" by the Word of God-whether
they preach in a surplice or a black-gown-though the former rather
than the latter, as the time-honoured pulpit garment, is indicative of
Puseyite doctrine. Most solemn is that inspired exclamation in the
Epist1e to the Galatians-" Though an angel from heaven preach any
other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8). No church, chapel, or other place of
assembly should be frequented by God's truth-loving people where the
meal is not pure and the bread of the Word not wholly un-leavened.
The Seven Epistles to the Churches in Asia furnish us both with
examples of religious declension in doctrine and practice, and also with
many practical rules for our guidance when dealing with the leavening
influence of false teachers. No true-hearted disciple of Christ is at
liberty to make any terms with evil. If evil be discovered to his
conscience by the Spirit and the Word he is under the most solemn
obligation to his Lord and Master to resist it and expose it. This
" uncharity," as some of the latitudinarian schools of the age would
term it, leads, of course, loyal and consistent mind.~ into open and
unpopular conflict. But what of that 1 The Church of God on earth
is to be militant in her attitude towards all that is contrary to the
mind of her Lord. She must not, can not, smile upon that which
dishonours His worthy Name. Let all who love the Lord Jesus Christ
in sincerity, then, whether they be called Nonconformists or Churchmen,
combine in antagonizing the Antichristianism of Ritualism, its priests'
and its pretensions. Even a little child, being taught by the Spirit,
is more than a match for any of the unregenerate clergy who assume
the sacerdotal robe and vaunt their supernatural power. Never let
such, however, be tempted to come down from the lofty platform of
t,he Bible. Nothing delights the Jesuit more than to allure a Christian
controversialist from the stronghold of God's Holy Word by some
trivial question, possibly ecclesiastical, arcbreological, or liturgical.
Keep the leaven well in theftre, and it will soon be killed. Keep dishonest
Ritualism well in the crucible of God's all-searching Word, and it will
perish.
One word only on the National aspect of our subject.
England's complicity with this evil of Romanism in the Established
Church is gravely threatening us as a people and a co=onwealth.
As the great Dr. Croly long since said: "There is no ' judgment day'
for nations: they are judged in this world,"---.so, unless truly Christian
.people throughout the land sink their minor differences and, combining
together, take vigorous steps to expel the Jesuit Clergy from the National
Church, the days of England's greatness and liberty win be most assuredly
numbered.
is heresy according to Ritualism, and an attempt
to comprehend them both would bury the Church in ruin."-Dr.
R. P. Blakeney.
.
. "PROTESTANTISM
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THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF THE REFORMATION.

By HENRY ATHERTON.

Pp. 15. Price 2d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The
Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This pamphlet was read as a paper at the S.G.U. Annual Conference
in May last. It is occupied largely with the doctrine of the Seventeenth
Article of the Church of England, the title of which is " Of Predestination and Election." Our readers will be able to judge of the whole
paper by the following extract from its closing pages.
Mr. Atherton says: "The maintenance of the doctrine of God's
eternal unconditional election and predestinating purposes will safeguard the believer from many of the errors now so prevalent.
"Take the blasphemous theory of Baptismal Regeneration. No
believer in election can ever be deluded by such a false belief as to
think that a man calling himself a priest could ever take away from
the control of the Holy Spirit the power and right to regenerate the
soul. Hear the words of the late Bishop J. C. Ryle, D.D.: 'I commend this Article XVII to the special attention of· all English
Churchmen. It is one of the sheet-anchors of sound doctrine in the
present day. It never can be reconciled with Baptismal Regenemtion!
A wiser statement of true doctrine of personal election was never
penned by the hand of uninspired man. It is thoroughly well-balanced
and judiciously proportioned. In the face of such an Article it is
simply ridiculous to say that the Church of England does not hold the
doctrine of election.' (Old Paths, p. 466.)
" Let me also commend to your special attention the following by
the Rev. D. M. B. Chapman, M.A., Vicar of St. Stephen's, Tonbridge :
, The Church in its Article on election (Art. XVII) proves that it does
not believe all who are baptized to be children of God. I ask my
readers to examine this Article carefully. In it we are told that before
the foundation of the world God chose some out of mankind; that it
was His everlasting purpose to deliver them from curse and damnation
and to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation as vessels made
to honour. These persons are called by God's'Spirit; they obey the
calling; they are justified; they are made sons of God; they are
made like the image of Christ; they walk religiously in good works,
and at length attain everlasting felicity.
" , Now, I ask, who are the elect? They are those delivered from
curse and damnation; they are the sons of God; they are conformed
to Christ's image; they maintain a life fruitful in good works; at
length, they attain to everlasting felicity.
" , Notice: (1) The elect are the sons of God. (2) The description of
the elect is the description of the sons of God. (3) The end and future
of the elect is the end and future of the sons of God.
" , Let me inquire, Are these things-is this description-true of all
the baptized? No Ritualist dare say" Yes." From this Article we
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see, then, what the compilers believed about God's children, namely,
that they were: (1) The elect. (2) Holy and fruitful. (3) Certain of
glory. How could they then have held that every baptized person was
a child of God! . It is manifestly absurd to imagine such a thing.
Thus this Seventeenth Article demolishes the rotten fabric of baptismal
regeneration' (Fmm ' Prove All Things '-' the deaJ1ly er·ror of Baptismal Regeneration not found in either Bible 01' Pmye·r Book ')."
WORSHIP: CHRISTIAN AND fu'lTICHRISTIAN. By the late Rev. James
Ormiston. Pp. 19. Price4d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union.
The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
Anything from the pen of the late Editor of this Magazine (the
Rev. James Ormiston) is sure to be good. This pamphlet is no exception. We have read it through with great pleasure. It is excellent,
a.nd full of helpful teaching, rarely met with in these days, on the
subject of worship.
In dealing with this important subject Mr. Ormiston refers to man
in his unfallen condition, to the building of the woman with a living
bone of the living man, and to the beautiful typical teaching which
the narrative suggests.
He passes on to the fall of the first pair, to
the offering of the first sacrifice in Eden, and to the typical character
of the coats of one skin with which the Lord God clothed our fallen
parents.
Then he deals with the record of Cain and Abel and shows that
they were two representative worshipers. The one offered. free-will
worship, the other free-grace worship. The one was antichristian
worship, the other was Christian worship. "These two men, then,
represent the two ' seeds '-the children of God, and the children of
the wicked one (1 John iii. 8-13). There never has been in the world
since those early days any other than these two classes of worshippers"
(p. 15).
The last few pages of this excellent pamphlet might well have been
written against the present day apostasy from truth as found in the
Church of England, as well as in the Free Churches. Clear, penetrating
and Scriptural teaching abounds in the pamphlet. "The great
Apostasy, foretold in the New Testament, has taken possession of the
Churches of Christendom, and the faith of the many is rapidly yielding
to the lying doctrines of false apostles, angels of light of Satan's own
sending, evil workers whose aim is to deceive, if it were possible, the
very elect themselves." (Pps. 16-17.)

•

THE LORD'S JEWELS. By James Willoughby, M.A. Pp. 12. Price
2d., post free. (Sovereign Grace Union, The Parsonage, 98,
Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
On a previous occasion we reviewed this most excellent sermon on
"The Lord's Jewels." We are glad that a second edition has been
<Jalled for. Mr. Willoughby is a clear and gracious writer.
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BRITISH-IsRAEL UNDER NEW. SEARCHLIGHTS. By Avary H. Forbes,
M.A. Pp. 14. Price 3d. (To be had from the Author, Killiney,.
Fromondes Road, Cheam, Surrey.)
The author of this pamphlet demonstrates the baselessness of the
British-Israel theory from the point of view of History. A Foreword
by Mr. Samuel Hinds Wilkinson, of the Mildmay Mission to the Jews,
says: "It is a sound, honest and scholarly study, which I can recommend without qualification to all those who are willing to give the
time and trouble to examine the basis of British-Israelism before they
commit themselves to its superficial and flimsy plausibilities."

,

THE PROPOSED NEW PRAYER BOOK. Pp. 7. Price 2d. (1I1r. H. H.
Hall, Tollington Lodge, Milton Road, Weston-Super-Mare.)
The author of this pamphlet is a lay member of the Church Assembly.
He deals ably and exhaustively with the evils of the proposed new
prayer Book. It is an excellent and apt-exposure and weir worthy
of wide circulation.
THE PROPOSED ALTERNATIVE PRAYER BOOK. Price Id., or 6s. per
100. Pp. 12. (Office of Watching and Waiting, 26, Granville
Street, Aylesbury, Bucks.)
This booklet is an appeal to Members of Parliament and to all
Protestants for the rejection of the new Prayer Book. In brief compass
it clearly states the case against the Deposited Book, and is specially
compiled for sending to Members of Parliament. We would recommend all our readers to obtain copies, and send them with covering
letters to their local M.P.s. No effort sbould be spared to secure the
rejection of the Bishops' pernicious Book.

" THERE is a voice in the blood of the martyrs. What does that
voice say 1 It cries aloud from Oxford, Smithfield, and Gloucester, Resist to the death the Popish doctrine of the Real Presence, under
the forms of the consecrated bread and wine in the Lord's Supper! ' "
-Bishop J. C. Ryle, in " Light frqm Old Times," p. 54.
"WE are now--even now pardoned; even now are our sins put
away; even now we stand in the sight of God accepted, as though
we had never teen guilty. 'There is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus.' There is not a sin in the Book
of God, even now, against one of His people. Who dareth to lay
anything to their charge 1 There is neither speck, nor spot, nor
wrinkle, nor any such thing remaining upon anyone believer in the
matter of justification in the sight of the Judge of all the earth."O. H. Spurgeon.
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