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.. Who com[orteth us in all our tribulatiotl, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of GOO."-2 COR. i. 4.

THREE GREAT WORDS.
IlL-HOPE.
" We give thanks to GOD and the FATHER of our LORD JESUS CHRIST,
praying always for you, since we heard of your faith in CHRIST
JESUS, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, for the
hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before
in the word of the truth of the Gospel."-CoLOsslANs i. 3-5.

" HOPE" is the third great word which the apostle uses in this
passage. We have thought of the great word " Faith" and of the
other great word, "Love." Now let us think of the word" Hope,"
and of much of the teaching associated with it. The word" hope"
is always used in the New Testament in a good sense. It means
the expectation of desirable things. One of the titles given to our
gracious GOD is " the GOD of hope." The apostle prays that this
GOD may so fill the LORD'S people with all joy and peace in believing, that they may" abound in hope through the power of the
HOLY GHOST." The LORD'S people are the only people who have
a well-grounded hope. They have "fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before them." Others" have no hope." They
are described as " having no hope, and without GOD in the world"
(1 Thess. iv. 13; Ephes. ii. 12). They may look forward with
hope to the enjoyment of many earthly blessings, but they have
no hope beyond this present evil world. The LORD'S people, how-
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ever, have blessings laid up for them in heaven, for which they
hope, and their hope will not be disappointed.
1. First, let us notice that the return of their LORD and SAVIOUR
JESUS CHRIST is their hope.
CHRIST'S coming again to fetch His people, so that they may be
with Him where He is, is the great hope of the Church of GOD.
His gracious promise is, "I will come again, and receive you unto
Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John xiv. 3)
That promise awaits fulfilment. Until it is fulfilled the LORD'S
people are continually looking for" that blessed hope," and for the
appearing of the glory of their great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS
CHRIST. Men may scoff, and say, "Where is the promise of His
coming ~" but GOD'S people believe that what He has promised
He will perform. They believe that "He is faithful that promised," and so they are fully assured that He will" appear the
second time without sin unto salvation." They believe that their
eyes shall see the KING in His beauty. When He shall appear they
shall see Him as He is. They will see Him, Who loved them and
washed them from their sins in His Own blood. They will be
caught up to meet the LORD in the air. Only the experience of
that wonderful and unique event in the world's history will enable
us to realize the" joy unspeakable and full of glory," which will
then be our everlasting portion.
David had this hope. He said, " As for me, I will behold Thy
face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy
likeness" (Psa. xvii. 15).
J ob had this hope. He said, " I know that my REDEEMER liveth,
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth. . . . In
my flesh shall I see GOD, Whom I shall see for myself, and mine
eyes shall behold, and not another" (Job. xix 25-27).
This is the hope which has comforted and sustained all the saints
of GOD throughout all time. "Our conversation is in heaven from
whence also we look for the SAVIOUR" (Phil. iii. 20). "We believe
that Thou shalt come" is the language of the ancient Te Deum.
2. Secondly, resurrection blessedness is their hope.
The Apostle Paul said that he had "hope toward GOD . . .
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust" (Acts xxiv. 15). These words speak of the resurrection of
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the just and the resurrection of the unjust. There is, however, a
great difference between the two. The resurrection of the unjust
is a "resurrection of damnation" (John v. 29).
The hope of the believer is the expectation of a resurrection to
eternal blessedness. It is this resurrection which is the theme of
the great resurrection chapter in the first Epistle to the Corinthians.
" CHRIST the firstfruits," the apostle says, "afterward they that
are CHRIST'S at His coming." That chapter teaches that the
resurrection of the dead in CHRIST, and the transformation of living
believers, will take place " in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump." Then" this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality." Then our bodies
will be like the body of His glory, and" we shall be like Him; for
we shall see Him as He is." Next to the hope of seeing and being
with CHRIST is the hope of resurrection glory, and the re-union
with all who have died in the LORD. Here is " everlasting consolation and good hope through grace." We look forward" in sure
and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our
LORD JESUS CHRIST."
3. Thirdly, Eternal Life is their hope.
Eternal life in its initial stage is already the portion of the believer.
" He that believeth on the SON hath everlasting life." He" shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life"
(John iii. 36; v.24).
But in its fulness eternal life is still in prospect. Hence the
apostle says, " In hope of eternal life, which GOD, That cannot lie,
promised before the world began." Again, he says, "That being
justified by His grace, we should ,be made heirs according to the
hope of eternal life" (Titus i. 2; iii. 7). When the LORD comes,
death will be swallowed up in victory, and the saints, like their
LORD, being raised from the dead, shall die no more. "There
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away"
(Rev. xxi. 4). The sheep on CHRIST'S right hand shall go away
" into life eternal" (Matt. xxv. 46). Life in heavenly blessedness
will be the everlasting portion of the redeemed.
4. Fourthly, salvation is their hope.
Here, again, we need to note that salvation is partially the por-
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tion of the saints now. They can say, "GOD hath saved us, and
called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His Own purpose and grace, which was given us in
CHRIST JESUS before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). Already the
believer is saved from the wrath to come. Already, GOD, for
CHRIST'S sake, hath forgiven Him.
Already he is justified freely by GOD'S grace. But in its fullest
sense salvation is yet in prospect. So long as we are liable to
temptation, pain, suffering, sin,· and death, we cannot say that
our salvation is complete and full. But" our salvation is nearer
than when we believed" (Rom. xiii. 11). It gets nearer every day.
The hope of this is a piece of armour which we need ever to wear.
We are to put on "for an helmet, the hope of salvation." "GOD
hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
LORD JESUS CHRIST, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with Him" (1 Thess. v. 8-10). Full
salvation is our predestined portion. It is the purpose of our GOD
that we should obtain it. Because we are" heirs of salvation" He
sends forth His angels to minister to us (Heb. i. 14).
"Thy ministering spirits descend
To watch while Thy saints are asleep;
By day and by night they attend
The heirs of salvation to keep."
When CHRIST, for Whose coming we confidently hope, descends
from heaven, then, having been caught up to meet Him, we shall
be glad and rejoice in His salvation. "Unto them that look for
Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation "
(Heb. ix. 28).
5. Finally, GOD'S people hope tor a heavenly inheritance and
heavenly glory.
They can bless GOD, Who "according to His abundant mercy
hath begotten them again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of
JESUS CHRIST from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for them"
(1 Peter i. 3, 4).
They are "heirs of the kingdom which He hath promised to
them that love Him" (James ii. 5). Heavenly glory and splendour
will also be their portion. They can" rejoice in hope of the glory of
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GOD." The GOD of all grace hath called them unto His eternal
glory by CHRIST JESUS. (See Rom. v. 2; 1 Peter v. 10.)
When CHRIST, Who is their life, shall appear, they shall appear
with Him in glory. The LORD'S people therefore have something
to hope for. They have their trials and their ups and downs.
They are not always on the mountain top. Times of depression
come as well as times of exaltation. Amid all the changes of the
present, however, they have reason to "hope to the end for the
grace that is to be brought unto them at the revelation of JESUS
CHRIST" (1 Peter i. 13). Wherefore let us comfort one another
with these hopeful things. May we "abound in hope through the
power of the HOLY GHOST."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

"THE GOD OF GLORY."
WE commonly attach to the English word" glory" the ideas of brightness, splendour or magnificence, and, sometimes, the result of success in
such things as excite the admiration of men in general--extraordinary
efforts, brilliant achievements. But we have, methinks, a very faint
and inadequate conception of its meaning when applied to God-" The
God of glory." Material things manifest His glory as the Creator, as
the Psalmist says: "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the
firmament sheweth His handywork" (Ps. xix. 1). But from the
Word of God we learn that God is pleased to manifest His glory
to His people, in Christ, for, "No man hath seen God at any
time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He
hath declared Him (revealed Him)" (John i. 18). "For God, Who
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts,
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. iv. 6). And to Him is given the title-" The Lord
of glory." Three favoured disciples had a glimpse of the glory of His
Person on the Mount of Transfiguration, when He " was transfigured
before them: and His face did shine as the SlID, and His raiment was
white as the light" (Matt. xvii. 2); and two of them testify in their
writings to the glory which they witnessed: John i. 14, " And we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father" ;
and 2 Peter i. 16-18, " We were eyewitnesses of His majesty, for He
received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came
such a voice to Him from the excellent glory, This is My beloved Son,
in Whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from heaven
we heard, when we were with Him in the holy mount."-Archdeacon
Noyes.
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THE PROMISE OF THE SPIRIT.

" And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and ye I>hall keep My judgments, and do them."EZEKIEL xxxvi. 27.
Tms promise of the Spirit was given to the house of Israel when
they were undergoing the captivity of Babylon. Its fulfilment will
take place when they have been restored to their own land. God
says, "I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you
out of all countries, and will bring you into your own land. Then
will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from
all your filthiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse you. . . .
And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them" (Ezek.
xxxvi. 22-27).
This promise of the Spirit is frequently given in the Old Testament. God intends to " bring again the captivity of J acob," and
to "have mercy upon the whole house of Israel," and He says,
"Neither will I hide My face any more from them; for I have
poured out My Spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God"
(Ezek. xxxix. 25, 29).
A similar promise was given through Isaiah the prophet. The
Lord says, " I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground: I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed, and My
blessing upon thine offspring" (Isaiah xliv. 3). In Joel the promise is extended so as to incl\!de the Gentiles. The Lord says,
" And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out My
Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophecy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall
see visions: and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids
in those days will I pour out My Spirit" (Joel ii. 28, 29).
The day of Pentecost saw at least a partial fulfilment of this
great prophecy. In reference to the outpouring of the Spirit on
that day the Apostle Peter says, "This is that which was spoken
by the prophet Joel" (Acts ii. 16-21). Those upon whom the
Spirit then came were all Jews, members of the house ·of Israel,
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and thus in a partial degree the great promise of the Spirit given
to God's ancient people was ful£lled. Subsequently, "on the
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts x. 45).
Now the pouring out of the Spirit was needed by the apostles so
that they might be endued with power from on high. They
needed power and courage to preach the Gospel, and to be faithful
witnesses of Christ. It was also needed if blessing was to attend
their ministry. It is the office of the Spirit to convict men of
their sin, and also to testify of Christ as the only Saviour of guilty
sinners. Only when the preached Gospel comes in power, and in the
Holy Ghost, does any real blessing follow its proclamation. All
the blessing which has attended the preaching of the Gospel all
through the Christian era is due to the operations of the Spirit in the
hearts of men who were "dead in trespasses and sins."
The verse which we have placed at the head of these Wayside
Notes contains much teaching in reference to the gift of the Spirit.
Let us consider it in dependence on His teaching and help.
1. First, observe that the Holy Spirit is a Divine gift.
The Lord says, " I will put My Spirit within you." So in the
other passages we have quoted it is clear that the Holy Spirit is a
Divine gift. "I have poured out My Spirit upon the house of
Israel." "I will pour My Spirit upon thy seed." "I will pour out
My Spirit upon all flesh." No man can give the Spirit to his
fellow-men. When sacerdotal bishops claim the power to give the
Holy Ghost they are making an unscriptural claim. Even the
apostles did not give the Holy Ghost. They prayed for the
Samaritan converts that they might receive the extraordinary gifts
of the Spirit, and their prayer was answered (Acts viii. 15-18).
Evidently the converts spake with tongues, else how could Simon
see that this gift had been imparted ~ (See also Acts xix. 6.),
The gift of the Spirit is Divinely dispensed. The Lord said, " I
will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that
He may abide with you for ever." "The Comforter, Which is
the Holy Ghost, Whom the Father will send in My name." The
Father dispenses the Spirit through His Son. (See John xiv. 16,
26; Acts ii. 33.)
Thus it was God Who filled His people with the Spirit on the day
of Pentecost. It was He Who called them previously by His Spirit
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out of darkness into light. It is He Who still saves His people by
putting His Spirit within them and bringing them into the enjoym~nt of the blessings of redemption. All the saved people of God
to-day can say, "Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which He shed (literallly poured) on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;
that being justified by His grace, we should be made heirs according
to the hope of eternal life " (Titus iii. 5-7). Our salvation is thus
wholly of the Lord. He it was Who saved us. He it was Who put
His Spirit within us. Our regeneration is therefore due to Him.
Our justification is due to Him. Nothing is said here of our cooperation with God. No room is given here for man's boasted
free will. The chosen people of God are "born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God"
(John i. 13).
If, therefore, we have been saved through the operations of the
Divine Spirit let us give the glory to God. He it was Who put
His Spirit within us so that He might effectually call us out of
dar1.'D.ess into His marvellous light. Moreover, it is He Who is
continually endowing His people with fresh experiences of the
Spirit's power. If the Lord's people long every day for the Spirit's
fulness, let them pray for it, remembering the gracious promise,
" If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your
children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask Him ~ " (Luke xi. 13.)
2. Secondly, observe that the Holy Spirit is an internal gift.
The Lord says, "I will put My Spirit within you." It is the
secret internal operations of the Spirit which bring about the
mighty change called regeneration. It is His secret work which
brings the chosen objects of God's mercy into the enjoyment of
the blessings of redemption. Men are not saved by outward show.
They may be attracted to Churches by music, decorations, vestments, lights, and grand processions. The flesh may be pleased
with exquisite music, and the lust of the eye may be gratified by
theatrical display, but these things have no connection with the
work of the Spirit. That work is wholly independent of fleshly
attractions. The great blessing which attended the preaching of
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the apostles was not due to choirs, organs and music, but to the
preaching of the Gospel accompanied by the mighty power of the
Spirit. When the word preached comes to the heart in the power
of the Holy Ghost the sinner is broken down with a sense of his sin,
and he is led to see in the Lord Jesus One Who is suited to his needs.
By faith he beholds Him as His spotless Substitute, and goes on
his way rejoicing that his sins which are many are forgiven. What
we need to-day is not specn,acular attractions but the preaching of
the pure Gospel and the accompanying secret and powerful operations of the Spirit in the hearts of the hearers. God alone by His
Spirit can quicken the dead in sin. Our prayer needs to be"Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Thy mighty arm make bare;
Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear."
3. Thirdly, observe that the Holy Spirit is an effectual gift.
When He is put into the heart of an elect sinner all opposition
and enmity to the Gospel is broken down. With invincible power
he humbles the proud sinner to the dust, and leads him to cry
out from the depths of his soul, "God be merciful to me a
sinner."
The Spirit's operations are effectual for spiritual life.
The dry bones in the open valley referred to in Ezekiel's vision
represented the whole house of Israel. These bones, however,
were made to come together, to live, and to stand on their feet an
exceeding great army. In like manner God promises to cause the
people of Israel to come up out of their graves, and He says He will
put His Spirit in them and they shall live. The Holy Spirit is "the
Spirit of life " (Rom. viii. 2). Spiritual life is due to His quickening
power. When God in mercy and grace puts His Spirit within a
sinner the presence of the Spirit is effectual to quicken the dead
sinner into life, to regenerate the sinner and to make him a new
creature in Christ. The Spirit's operations are effectual for pardon
and justification. He convinces of sin and testifies of Christ with
the result that the sinner is drawn to Christ, and leans on His
merits by faith, and thus is brought into the enjoyment of pardon
and justification.
The Corinthian saints were once idolaters, but a mighty change
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came over them which the apostle attributes to the operations of
the pirit--" But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God" (1 Cor. vi. 11).
The Spirit's operations are effectual for a holy walk. The Lord
says, "I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and ye shall keep My judgments, and do them."
It is the indwelling Spirit Who causes God's regenerated people
to walk worthy of their vocation. It is He Who enables them to
live soberly, righteously and godly. Where He dwells there is a
holy walk and holy fruit. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance" (Gal. v. 22, 23). We are thus dependent on the indwelling
power of the Spirit to enable us to walk in love, to walk circumspectly, to walk in the light, to walk with God. It is He Who
enables us to " mortify the deeds of the body." What need, then,
to pray daily that we may be strengthened with might by God's
Spirit in the inner man.
" And every virtue we possess,
And every victory won,
And every thought of holiness,
Are His, alone ! "
4. Lastly, the Holy Spirit is an indispensable gift.
He is absolutely necessary if we are to enjoy the blessings of
redemption both now and hereafter. "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Rom. viii. 9). Unless the
Spirit is in us we do not manifestly belong to Christ at all. We are
not manifestly His people unle~s His Spirit dwells with us. If we
are destitute of the Spirit of God we have no life, no consciousness
of sin and no faith in Christ the Saviour. We are not united to
Christ as the branch is to the vine. Unless, therefore, the Spirit
operates in us we are destitute of the blessings of redemption,
and being without Christ, we are without hope, and without God.
The foolish virgins had no oil. They represent those who,
despite their profession, are destitute of the Spirit, and of all His
saving and sanctifying operations. Hence, the Lord will say to
them, "I know you not."
Hugh Stowell expresses this truth beautifully when he says,
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" Jesus is our Shepherd; for the sheep He bled;
Every lamb is sprinkled with the blood He shed;
Then on each He setteth His Own secret sign,, They that have My Spirit, these,' saith He, 'are Mine.' "
How much we need to pray that the Lord would put His Spirit
within the hearts of dead sinners and quicken them into life. With-out His quickening power all our preaching, all our testimony,
and all our efforts and plans are in vain. God alone can, by the
power of His Spirit, call out His chosen ones from the East, from
the West, from the North, and from the South. It is not by
human might, nor by human power that sinners are saved, but by
God's Spirit.
In like manner only by the Spirit can God's people be endued
with power and courage for testimony, and only by His power can
they be fruitful in every good word and work, and holy in their
walk and conversation.
" Spirit of everlasting grace,
Infinite Source of life, come down!
These tombs unlock, these dead upraise,
Thy glorious power and love make known.
" Breathe o'er this valley of the dead,
Send forth Thy quickening might abroad,
Till, rising from their tombs, they spread,
In full array,-the host of God!
" Thy heritage lies desolate,
And all Thy pleasant places mourn;
Oh, look upon our low estate,
In lovingkindness, Lord, return!
"

ow let Thy glory be revealed,
Now let Thy presence with us rest;
Oh, heal us, and we shall be healed!
Oh, bless us, and we shall be blest! "
(Dr. H. Bonar.)

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR

(Thomas Hough-ton).

THOUGH Christians be not kept altogether from falling, yet they
are kept from falling altogether.-William Seeker.
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WELLSPRINGS.
THE LATE MRS. ANNA BROWN, OF REDLAND, BRISTOL.

IN the early hours of July 1st (1929) there passed to he); glorious
Inheritance, one of the meekest saints this earth has ever known; and
it was the writer's rare privilege to hold in sweet and close fellowship
for upwards of 30 years, the one who wore this rare and precious
jewel of humility, so eminently and all so unconsciously.
Dear Mrs. Anna Brown (nee Salway, of Chippenham) was left a
widow some time before I began to be associated with her at St. Maryle-Port Church, Bristol, in which sacred building she worshipped, and
truly worshipped, for about 38 years, so she is one of the last links
with the ministry of the late beloved James Ormiston. Plunged
into the sorrow of widowhood and its accompanying difficulties, she
was left apparently helpless and defenceless with one young daughter
to educate and fight life's battles alone. To these days she has sometimes referred in sacred confidence, as none but she and her heavenly
Husband and Helper knew what depths of trial and anxieties she
waded through. She would only refer to them to extol the God of
all her mercies and deliverances, and to tell how in His mercy He had
drawn near in the day of her trouble and never let her sink, though
faith was sorely tried. Thus day by day, the manna fell; gracious
providences opened up, though ofttimes after severe trial and testing
of faith, and she leaned hard upon her heavenly Husband until as
years passed her path became gradually smoother and she was better
able to meet all the difficulties of the way.
I well remember a Sabbath evening in 1902 when, as usual, we went
to the House of Prayer in sweet company, and that evening she sang
with peculiar fervour hymn 101 in Songs of Grace and Glory given out
by dear Mr. Ormiston.
" Through the love of God our Saviour, all will be well," etc.
And she remarked on it coming-home. It had been richly blessed to
her and although we little knew it then, it was a gentle preparation of
coming trouble in which she was to prove the truth of the words by
severe trial of faith.
The following Lord's Day evening I went to call for her as usual
and was greatly distressed on learning that she was very ill and that
an immediate operation was pending-the doctor and surgeon being
expected in half an hour. Whilst we were at Divine worship, in which
she had been one amongst us only a week before, dear Mrs. Brown
was thus laid low and her life, humanly speaking, saved by but a few
hours !
"Though we pass through tribulation, all will be well."

She always loved the memory of that hymn afterwards, and rested

The Gospel Magazine

427

much upon the strengthening truths of it during the weary weeks that
followed, and then, when partially recovered, she was again thrown
back by rheumatic fever. She was doubtless supported and upheld
by the prayers of her beloved Pastor and his people. It was at this
time that our hearts were knit more than ever together, as her sufierings drew out my sympathy. Gradually she came through that severe
time of suffering and uncomplainingly looked to her Jehovah-Jireh
to meet all the exigencies of that time. He raised up friends to cheer
her and remind her she was" not forgotten of Him," Who was herLife and Portion for ever. It was then, too, that her brave unselfish.
daughter gave up the pursuit of her studies in which she was becoming
proficient and took up the burden of household duties in the large way·
in which they were now establIshed, and thus not only relieved her
dear mother's mind, but conduced to her satisfactory recovery. From
that time forward to the end they shared so well every burden and
anxiety of life. But again! in 1919, dear Mrs. Brown was plunged
into severe illness, and this time a serious heart failure was medically
pronounced. The Lord in tender mercy, though it may have seemed
through a frowning providence, thus ordained a much needed rest for
His dear weary servant, whose life had been so strenuous and doubtless
beyond her natural strength. One could only and always admire the
sustaining grace which kept her from a murmuring, fretful spirit. In
those busy days there was no cessation from labour, and until the late
hours of the night the Lord's dear servant toiled on and rose superior
to all the emergencies and anxieties which overtook her and her
daughter in the daily paths of duty, and never once did I hear any
word of rebellion or impatience pass her lips. She always justified
the Lord in His dealings. "It must be right, you know, dear," she
often reminded me, and indeed that was her firm persuasion in every
event of her chequered history. I always associated with her those
lines of Charlotte Eliiott.
" So safe, so calm, so satisfied
The BOuls that cling to Thee."
I named her in those early days" a clinging one." And I might
have added" a leaning one," for I used often to think who could dare
to say a hasty, harsh or unkind word to her! She was so gentle, meek
and self-effacing, and seemed so defenceless and dependant. Shewas seen, as was the Shulamite, "coming up from the wilderness,
leaning upon her Beloved." And Christ was indeed made unto her
in all her need, WIsdom, and Righteousness, and Sanctification, and
Redemption, and her" Arm every morning."
It was after a serious relapse in this second illness that she asked
for me one day, and although on account of her state I endeavoured
to shorten my visit, she urged me to stay. She then gave utterance
to some very sweet things, and to a gracious testimony to the Lord's
tender compassion and kindness, and praised Him for everything.
" All to time and according to my need," she said. "He's sent Janet.
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(a niece and also trained nurse), and she is such a comfort, and my
mind is at rest for my darling child." Then she said, "He's given
me in the" night such a precious word," and the tears flowed as she
said, "He spoke this to me, ' I am thy salvation,' and what could I
need more!" My visit had followed the Rev. A. J. Day's, and she
said, "Mr. Day offered up a nice little prayer," and as I was afraid
of intruding upon her strength and was coming away she said, "We
must have our little words together," and to the prayer she ejaculated
-as her eyes remained closed for some seconds, "Amen! Amen!
Amen! "
Once the remark was passed of her life being, if not in word, but in
,deed, such a testimony, and that one learned so much from her. This
.she utterly repudiated. "Oh, no, not me, not me ! " but as one of
the blessed meek of the earth I was constrained to glorify the God
{)f her salvation. And again on one of my visits, when deploring her
sinfulness and renouncing all trust in the creature, she wept as she
told me how grievously she had given way and spoken of some things
not to do with herself, and she sorrowed truly as though it had been
a gross and flagrant sin, but which I mention in passing to show to the
reader what a tender conscience hers was. On Dec. 10th, 1919,
I found her wonderfully revived and as I sat with her she opened up
her heart to me, and spoke thankfully of the Lord's dealings in her
long life of varied trials. "I have had a toiling life," she remarked,
" but the Lord, whilst He never meant me to be rich, has never let
me want. I lack no-thing. It was so sweet the word He spoke to me
last night, ' The silver and the gold are mine,' and see how I am surrounded by mercies and have everything I need. I don't worry,
dear, it would be wrong to." She then spoke of how (28 years before)
they had been led to St. Mary-Ie-Port. She and her husband had tried
all the churches and chapels around, but could find no food for their
souls, nothing of the truths in which she had been brought up. Then
one day she heard of St. Mary-Ie-Port and she went to search for it and
singularly found a funeral in that street, and on inquiry learned it was
that of Mrs. Ormiston. After this she attended the church and she
heard the beloved Rector to her joy. "I can never forget," she said,
" the text was' Strive to enter in at the strait gate' etc., and the word
was with such power to my heart that I, by constraining grace, said,
, Lord, I enter in.''' From that time forward, dear Mrs. Brown was
never absent year in and year out, as strength and health permitted
her attending that favoured house of prayer. How often she and I
have walked together in sweet company! Whatever her duties were,
and often working hard up to the time of starting for the week-night
service, I have joined her looking so weary and fragile, and yet on our
homeward journey with rejoicing heart and strengthened souls we
agreed we were stronger and better than when we started out. Mr.
Ormiston's ministry was a rich blessing to our souls and under it we
were built up and edified in the faith of God's elect.
She once referred to her husband's illness (he was related t<> the
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celebrated Dr. Brown, of Edinburgh, whose portrait and life appeared
in the GOSPEL MAGAZI 'E, 1914). The day he was seized and as she
was helping him, the words came, " This sickness is not unto death,"
which proved a great comfort to her waiting, praying spirit. Then
again, as ber strength was heavily taxed with long nursing, and many
anxious forebodings, she had the words, " Thy shoes shall be iron and
brass," etc., and of much of her inner experience she spoke tenderly
during those days of illness, but always breaking off to say, " Shall
we have our little reading and prayer now, dear, in case the doctor's
visit interrupts us ~" She was ever so zealous after holy things
and to put spiritual things first.
Contrary to even the doctor's expectations, our dear friend rallied
and subsequently recovered from this illness and was spared to us all
for ten more years. And in the gracious tender providence of her
God, those later years were very happy and comparatively serene.
Her devoted daughter relieved her more and more of household duties
and cares, and thus our dear aged friend, with the infirmities of years
overtaking her, could take life more easily and leisurely, and many a
sweet stroll or occasional drive have we enjoyed together. She was a
great lover of nature and would stay to admire many a garden as we
passed by, whilst our beautiful Downs were ever a source of pleasure
to her. It was likewise a tender Providence that permitted her by
the kind arrangements of her relations to take the journey to them
into Hertfordshire in August, 1928. It was a serious undertaking
at her age, but her daughter went with her, and she was met en route
and gently motored the rest of the way by her niece. It was a great
joy to be once more in that restful home and delightful garden. "How
loving of our heavenly Father," she wrote me, "to bestow all these
blessings upon us I I should enjoy you being here with us! I am
writing this in the open on the side lawn, where the flowers flourish
as they do not in the front owing to the large trees." And then she
goes on to write of the Sunday services, and of the minister's (her
brother~in-law) "full day," her one regret being her deafness preventing
her hearing much, " though all was good and I enjoyed much sweetness from the Word." And that visit, in which she was, to her great
gratification, joined by her brother and sister from Chippenham,
marked the happy events of her last year or two.
We who loved her so well, saw her visibly failing in strength but
bravely holding on, and she continued going to the means of grace,
even when it seemed to us impossible for her to attempt it. Then, too,
how she loved to come round here! She could manage it with always
a rest between, and felt" better with an arm to lean upon" for the
return walk. Whenever she could, too, she would join our little
monthly Bible Reading, and it was sweet to see her meek demeanour
and eagerness to sit close and watch the lips of the speaker that she
might hear. It was so, too, with the annual meeting for the T.B.S.
so long as she could go. She braved distance and fatigue to be one
amongst God's children to hear the words of life spoken; whilst in
29
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earlier days, how she loved the Clifton Conferences, and also took a
keen interest in the spiritual Protestism of our city, and was an ardent
reader of the En,qlish Ohlt1'chman, as also the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, which
was her spiritual feast on the Lord's Day when unable to attend the
means of grace. She always greatly enjoyed and entered into the
writings of the Rev. T. Houghton.
She was gifted with singularly good judgment, although she would
have been the first to disclaim it. But she was one you could always
look to for counsel and advice, and one always felt she had gained her
wisdom and discretion" in the sanctuary." I remember many years
ago when I was called to pass from one trial to another in quick succession, the spirit was getting weary, and I said to my beloved friend,
" Oh, He wont forsake me now, will He? " and as quickly came the
reply: "YOlt woltld be the first! " which brought me the seasonable
reminder and needed comfort and an unforgettable lesson!
Her last Christmas (1928) was spent very happily in the kind providence of her God. Calling to inquire for her a day or two after, she
told how it had been made possible for them to spend it very quietly,
and with a face becalmed by inward peace and joy she said, " Oh! I
had such a lifting up with a promise! It was, ' There is therefore now
no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.' I had access to
the mercy seat," and the tone of her voice and gentle demeanour ever
bespoke that grace of humility and conscious unworthiness which so
characterized her. She was brought through that extremely cold
weather at the beginning of the new year, the severity of which some
of us had never remembered the like of in our lives. But it doubtless
told upon her frail constitution, and in February she was laid aside and
was for the most part very weak and drowsy, scarcely able to converse
beyond a sentence now and again, because of the extreme weakness of
the heart. At intervals, however, she would rouse and give utterance
to some sweet truth, and was so tenderly affectionate. "I always
loved the sweet history of Ruth and Naomi," she said one day, " but
I little thought I should ever have my precious Ruth." I spoke of
many suffering at that severely cold time, and she sweetly smiled and
said, "But out of them all the Lord delivereth them," and as the
whole verse was quoted she nodded and seemed to enjoy it.
On March 23rd I found her very low and weak and seemingly
depressed, nor could it be wondered at. Leaving with her Isa. xxvi.
4,5, she received it with prayer moving her lips responsively, and then
she said, " this has been sweet to me to-day.
" Law and terrors do but harden, all the while they work alone:
But a sense of blood-bought pardon will dissolve a heart of stone."
'The day following I sat with her in the afternoon. It was the Sabbath.
Amid terrible breathlessness she much enjoyed a poen read to her and
written by Mr. W. Wileman entitled, " Penuel, Pisgah, and Patmos."
She said, " Sweet, sweet," and after a little converse on it she then
,asked for the Scriptures to be read, saying, " They are best of all,"
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and she chose Rom. viii (her favourite chapter). Several times amid
the painful paroxysms I paused and asked whether it was too much
for her. "Oh, no-go on, its so sweet," she replied, and by degrees
-we read it through, she with closed eyes and moving lips remarked,
" spirit-led," and at the close said, "Lovely! lovely! Didn't dear
Mr. Ormiston say, 'hyper conquerors 1'" Then she said earnestly,
" You will have our little prayer, dear," and we prayed together, she
seemingly conforted and rested as we parted. In all that long and
-weary illness, she was a marvel of contentment, quietness and patience.
Owing to the nature of it, the heart so weak, she gradually slipped into
the habit of silea.kin.g a.1l, little aB -possible, but her sweet smile of silent
welcome at every visit was unforgettable. Her face lighted up with
a look of love which conveyed a depth of meaning. She very much
valued the visits and prayers of dear Miss L. Ormiston, and greatly
.missed her when her loving and tender ministry was needed by her
beloved aunt in Scotland; which kept her there during the last sacred
weeks when her visits would have been mutually enjoyed here by
dear Mrs. Brown and herself. The Psalm xxxiv which Miss Ormiston
had read to her dying aunt, was entered into fully and enjoyed by our
.dear invalid in Bristol. On May 3rd I found our beloved friend very
weak and unable to talk, but as she pressed my hand she said so fervently, "Pray for me. Lord have mercy upon me. Do help me."
She was reminded of Christ Jesus being the Foundation of all her hope
and salvation and later she whispered,
" On Christ, the solid rock, I stand:
All other ground is sinking sand."
~,

I hope He won't leave me now," she said in a moment of distress,
and she was comforted by the reminder, "He is faithful that promised," " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
On May 9th she sweetly smiled several times, and to the words,
.. Christ in you the Hope of glory," she said, " Beautiful! beautiful t
no other Hope! no other Help!" I spoke of the glorious sunshine
which f1.ooded her room and of the better" Sun of Righteousness" in
her heart, and she replied,
" The shinings .of His face,
How amiable they are."

The same sweet humbleness of mind which characterized her life was
"Sustained throughout. Once she said with great earnestness: "You
and Miss Lily think too much of me, dear. You must not. I am only
a poor sinner," and she ever took low views of herself and was enabled
thereby to take exalted views of her dear Redeemer. Sometimes I
referred gratefully to her loving and sacred friendship and to the help
she had been to me, and she would always repudiate it with energy,
a very poor one, an unworthy one," etc.
The following Lord's Day I found her much more easy, calm and
restful, and she had been able to speak to her doctor who had just
called. Seeing her thus, I begged her not to exert herself to try and
H
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talk, which she quite appreciated and understood. Then, when the
words, " But I have trusted in Thy mercy, my heart shall rejoice in
Thy salvation," were given, she opened her eyes and, with a heavenly
smile, said, "Beautiful." She continually gazed at me with such
inexpressible love which lit up the whole of her dear face with more
than earthly light, and her hand squeezed mine with such a deep
unspoken meaning. .
On Saturday evening, June 29th, she was" just living," and so it
seemed as I sat by her, watching her ceaseless tossings and restlessness,
that I could only pray that in His tender compassion she might be
spared further suffering and gently gathered. Several times she
squeezed my hand, and then I heard in an almost inaudible whisper,
" I want a token of His love," and I could only reply from the precious
Scriptures of promise, " My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." "Yea, I have loved
thee with an everlasting love." And," Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever."
The following day, on the Sabbath afternoon, I found my beloved
friend much weaker and nearing the end. There was a great change
in her, but she seemed to understand when I told her who was there,
and repeatedly amidst her restless throwing of the hand, she would
stretch it out and grasp mine and squeeze it fervently. Once I thought
I caught the word" resting," and I said, " Yes, you are resting your
all upon the finished work of Christ," and she was calm as though
comforted.
With solemn thoughts passing through the mind I watched the
dying saint, assured that when that" last enemy to be destroyed"
had done his worst, then how blessedly and triumphantly mortality
would be swallowed up of life, and my beloved friend made "more
than conqueror" over sin, death, hell, and the grave, through Him
Who had loved her and given Himself for her.
Unconsciousness was rapidly gaining ground, although she again and
again stretched out her hand for mine and grasped it warmly. Stooping
over her to kiss her that long" Goodnight, beloved, not farewell," I
said, "You and I have often sung together, 'We expect a bright
to-morrow. All will be well.' Yours will be that bright to-nw1'row,
my beloved friend!" which she evidently heard, as she tried to
respond. And it was even so, when at 5.30 next morning, the ransomed
spirit of our beloved Mrs. Brown passed into the presence of the King.
" For ever to behold Him shine,
For evermore to call Him mine."

" Death," said a godly minister as he passed from earth to heaven,
" is but the porter to open the door of the mansion. And would you
be angry with the porter? My dear Lord was separated from His
disciples by a cloud, and that moment He was in glory. I cannot
describe to you what death is, but the moment it passes, I shall be in
glory. Oh! to fall now into the hands of'a Mediator," and thus the
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godly Mr. Tanner, of Exeter, passed triumphantly away on March
24th, 18()5.
The Lord chooses all the circumstances of all His dear redeemed
one's lives and deaths. His own hand lays them to sleep.
"I shall sleep sound in Jesus,
Filled with His likeness rise
To live and to adore Him,
To see Him with these eyes.
" My Kingly King at His white throne,
My presence doth command,

Where glory, glory dwelleth
In Imma.nuel's land."
On Thursday, July 4th, in sweet sunshine attendant with many
signal and tender providences and in goodly company, we laid the
precious redeemed body of our beloved friend to rest in Arno's Vale,
where thirty-four years before her husband had been laid.
We sorrowed not as those without hope. We thought of her joys
and the joys of all around the throne, and of her dear Redeemer's joy,
and we know in the blessed certainty of the Divinely spoken promise
that" them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him," when He
comes to " gather together His elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other."
So shall we and they be j01' ever with the Lord.
The text inscribed on the tombstone of our ever beloved friend
testifies to the precious jewel of meekness which her Saviour bestowed
upon her so eminently to His own praise and glory: "He will beautify
the meek with salvation" (Ps. cxlix. 4).
R.
THE HOLY SPIRIT'S FAITHFULNESS TO THE ELECT.
"THE Holy Spirit never fails in due time to quicken with new life
all those whom Christ redeemed from the curse of the law by being
'made a curse for them. The ordinary instrumentality by which He
does this is the preaching of the Gospel; but whether by that instrumentality, or some other instrumentality, or no instrumentality at all.
He will most assuredly faithfully accomplish His own peculiar work
in the Covenant of grace, and not leave any sinner to die unquickened
for whom Christ died."-Thomas Moor.

" GRACE is the free love of God to poor sinners in the whole plan of
'Salvation-from first to last, all is of grace; and in the knowledge and
-experience of this there is a growth. The believer learns more clearly
that all is of grace, and that he has no hand in saving himself, but an
empty receiving hand."-W. Romaine.
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"CHRIST MADE SIN."
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT, BRISTOL.

" Who His Own Self bare our sins in His Own body on the tree."1 PETER ii. 24 (part of).
I TAKE it, dear friends, that the most wonderful event that ever
occurred since the creation of the world is involved in the statement
which comprises our text this evenmg. "Who "-that is, God manifest in the flesh -" His Own Self bare," literally, legally, exactly,
exhaustively, the sins of those who are mentioned in this Epistle and
all others also who through grace are conformed to them in character
and experience, "bare our sins in His Own body"-by transfer;
by imputation-" on the tree "-the cross. "Cursed is everyone that
hangeth on a tree." Jesus hung upon the tree. That God, as we read
in the 8th chapter of Romans, should have been pleased for His Own
eternal purposes and for the redemption of sinners to appear in the
likeness of sinful flesh was indeed itself a marvel, but I take it that the
truth we have set before us m our text to-night even exceeds that.
"Who His Own Self bare our sins in His Own body on the tree."
And we have this latter truth accentuated in the 2nd Epistle to the
C~rinthians, as you remember, the 5th chapter and the last verse:
" For He hath made Him Who knew no sin to be sin for us." "For
He hath made Him Who knew no sin," the spotless Lamb, the Son
of God, " to be sin," in some mysterious but most true sense " to be
sin." Christ made sin is our subject to-night, Christ made sin.
What is sin? The Bible gives us an answer. Christ crucified gives
us an answer. The eternal hell gives us an answer. The Bible gives
us an answer: "Sin is the transgression of the law." Christ crucified
replies: "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me 1 "-the
Sin-bearer's cry. Hell, an eternal hell, also replies in a smoke of
torment that goeth up for ever -and ever. What is sin 1 Sin, we
-stated in the words of Scripture, is the transgression, or violation, of
law. Where no law is, obviously there can be no transgression. It
is law which constitutes sin to be sin. God placed man as he, man,
came from his Creator's Hands in a happy Paradise, yet subject to law.
All God's creatures in the nature of the case need be placed under law
to their Creator because God creates no one "hing, no one entity, in
the whole sphere of the universe apart from a purpose that that creature
of His Own power should fulfil certain functions to the Divine praise
and glory. As I have often here laid down the truth by God's help,
there is no waste discoverable anywhere in the whole economy of the
Divine government, whether that government concern things in the
Heavenlies, or things terrestrial, or those infernal. All things are
designed to work out in their measure and according to their kind and
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in their appointed sphere the glory of their Maker. "The Lord hath
made all things for Himself; yea, even the wicked for the day of evil."
Such is God's Word. If the creature, therefore, violate those laws
which an infinitely wise Creator has seen fit to draft and under which to
place the subjects of His creation, it is clear in the nature of the case,
viewed fr:om a moral standpoint, that retribution must follow. If
God be God, then God must be perfect in all His attributes, and any
insult or offence committed against anyone of those attributes He
moot, because He is perfect, resent. Hence you see law will always
carry with it sanctions. Law, if it be perfect law, God's law, will carry
with it penalties; not merely blessings promised to obedience, but
solemn threatenings addressed to disobedience.
This leads us to the second thought, What is the penalty of sin?
" The wages of sin is death," this is God's Word, dear young friends,
may He help you to lay it to heart. The words are specific, full of
awful meaning, for the death that is there spoken of is no mere separation of the natural parts of our present existence, body and BOul, but
that death mentioned is " the second death" which involves the separation of the whole of our being from the God Who brought us into
existence, separation from God. And this leads us to the second point
on which I briefly dwelt, the answer from the lips of Christ crucified
to the question "What is sin ~" I say that the wages of sin is
separation from God and that Christ became sin. When He by imputation became the Sin-bearer of His people He found Himself, in
righteousness and justice, separated from God, separated in the sense
of no longer enjoying the sunshine of His Father's smile. The Father
averted His righteous Face from the Sin-bearer because the eyes of
God are too pure to look upon iniquity wherever it is found, even though
it be found by imputation on the Person of the Son of His love. "My
God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~ " was answered by the
casting out of the Blessed One. He was cut off as we are told in the
evangelical prophecy of Isaiah, the 53rd chapter. "He was numbered
with the transgressors" and He therefore drank of the cup of Divine
vrath without mixture or mitigation: He drank off that cup to its
very dregs, to its latest drops. There was infinite value in His atoning
sufferings. There was an infinite preciousness in the blood He shed.
Every groan He outbreathed, every sigh He breathed, every tear He
shed all inherently contained a value, a preciousness and a blessedness
in the estimation of the God of truth and justice and righteousness.
" He poured out His soul," it says. As a libation He poured it out
willingly. He poured it out by the love He bare the Father Who
sent Him, by the love He bare those whom the Father had committed
to His redemption trust. "He poured out His soul unto death "the second death. I s~y advisedly the second death, for if we turn to
the Epistle to the Galatians, the 3rd chapter, 13th verse, we meet with
these solemn words: "Christ hath redeemed us," or, bought us back,
" from the curse of the law," from the penalty of sin which is separation
from God or " the second death." "Christ has bought us back from

436

The Gospel Magazine

the curse of the law being made a curse for us." By substitution He
became His people's curse that He might become their everlasting
blessing. He was willing to be made sin by imputation and legal
reckoning that they might become in Him, their atoning Saviour,
their risen Redeemer, "the righteousness of God." Oh, how marvellous is this twofold transfer-of my sins to the Lord Jesus on the
cross, l"uffering there in my stead and paying back all that was due by
me to God's broken law, and then rising as He presently did from the
dead, justified from all that was laid to His charge-justified by no
arbitrary act on the part of His Father, but justified on the highest
moral, legal, and spiritual grounds-rising from the dead the Head of
a new creation and of an eternal kingdom to all them that believe in
Him that they might thus become in Him the righteousness of God.
Christ made sin, Christ made a curse. And here, dear friends, young
friends, do remember these are no human theories. These are no fables
of man's invention. These are the verities of God Who cannot lie.
Hence, if you have been taught your need, if you have been convicted
of sin by the Holy Spirit, if your guilt be a burden upon your conscience
becoming daily more and more intolerable, here you have a solid
foundation on which your poor hearts may safely rely. Christ made
sin by imputation; made a curse according to the reckoning of the
law, that you, a hell-deserving sinner, might through faith in Him as
your Substitute realize not only peace with God but enjoy an everlasting standing of righteousness in God's sight.
I said that an eternal hell again answers the question, "What is
sin ~" Ah, friends, sin is an infinite evil because it is wrong done to
an infinite God. And the punishment due to that offence will morally
speaking be inflliite in its character, must needs then be infinite. If
sin be an infinite wrong it deserves an infinite punishment, and only
time eternal can run parallel with the demands of God's broken law in
the case of the sinner viewed in himself. But the marvellous grace
of God has met this condition of things inasmuch as God Himself has
been pleased to become incarnate, to appear among us in the likeness,
not in the nature, in the likeness of sinful flesh that sin might be condemned in His flesh, and yet our flesh, for without doubt, speaking
&fter the flesh, our I,ord sprang out of Judah, one of the twelve tribes
{)f Israel, and He descended in due course from Adam himself. I say
since God was pleased to appear in the likeness, not in the nature, of
.sinful flesh that sin might be condemned in His flesh, that is, in my
;flesh, then I see how God can meet this difficulty that presents itself
to my mind: If sin be an infinite evil, how can I, a finite creature, ever
·exhaust the punishment due to it ~ He Who took flesh being infinite,
without sin, to Whom that sin was imputed as it was by His Own will,
to His Own Person, in His Own body on the tree, He was able, seeing
He was none other than God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very
·God, He was able to exhaust infinite punishment in degree. In the case
{)f the creature it must needs be in duration, and yet never exhausted,
but in the Person of the infinite One we find the penalty of sin exhaust-
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ively-even to the last farthing-met, paid for, settled, signed, sealed,
and delivered. And now the glorious Gospel of the Blessed God
heralds the truth that:
" Christ has done the mighty work,
Nothing left for us to do,
But to enter on His toil,
Enter on His triumph too."
He bowed His Head upon the cross once for all, for there needed no
repetition of that sacrifice as the Romanists and Ritualists teach us,
nor any continuation of that sacrifice. He bowed His Head but once
because He had finished then and there and for ever the work of suffering for sin. Daniel had long before prophesied, in the language of the
Holy Ghost, that He shall make" an end of sins," or as the margin
has it, "seal up sins," and if God can seal the matter up none can
violate His Royal seal. God can break all human seals; He broke the
seal that was set upon the sepulchre when His Blessed Son lay there.
God can break all the settlements and covenants of man; but no,
neither man nor Satan can break the seal which God Himself has set
upon the work of Christ. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is
the seal visible, eminently visible to faith, which the God of righteousness
and truth has set upon the service and sacrifice of His dear Son. Oh,
how Satan has laboured, oh, how men have laboured these ages to unsay
the resurrection of Christ, to throw discredit on these blessed inspired
records of Christ's resurrection from the dead. Why 1 Because the
resurrection is God's Own certificate to the acceptance of the sacrifice,
the vicarious, atoning, redeeming, ransom offering of the Lord Jesus
Christ. But, blessed be God, the Risen One is at the Right Hand of
the Majesty on High and none can dethrone Him thence. He sits there
King, be the earth never so unquiet. Be the plottings of hell and man
what they may, He sitteth a King for ever. "All authority is given
unto Me the Risen One, to Me. Though once I died now I live for
evermore, and have the keys of hell and of death." Oh, such a
blessed truth that to my own soul-" and have the keys." He has
never committed or delegated these keys to any other. True He gave
. Simon Peter the singular privilege of being the first preacher of the Gospel
to the Jew, and the first of the apostles to preach the Gospel to the
Gentiles. He was singular in this privilege. There could be but one
first. But the Lord Jesus has retained the keys of the Kingdom. They
yet hang at His blessed girdle-the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.
" I shut and no man openeth, I open and no man shutteth." And oh,
how comforting, dear coming sinner, is this truth for you-" All that
the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me
I will in no wise cast out, or lock out." The door is always open and
ready for the entrance of that sinner who, taught by the Holy Ghost
that he is an undone sinner, a wretched sinner, a hell-deserving sinner,
seeks, in the name and merits of Jesus Christ and Him crucified, his
peace with God. "Come unto Me, all ye that are weary and heavy
laden, and I will give you rest." Jesus Christ has the keys to open
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and to shut. "I will give you rest. Enter in as the purchase of My
blood. Enter in as the travail of My soul. Enter in as one of the
given ones of My Father. Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world. Come--eome-come-ye blessed of My
Father." I say how full of consolation it is for us in contemplating
the truth, " I have the keys of death and of hades." The visible and
the invisible are alike subject to His sceptre, He sitteth a King possessing
all authority in heaven and in earth-no creature, whatever in its
pride it may think of itself, that is not subject to His Sovereign will.
(To be concluded.)
CLIFTON CONFERENCE SERMON.
PREACHED BY THE REV. F. J. HAMILTON, D.D. (MINISTER OF RAM'S
EPISCOPAL CHAPEL, LONDON), AT THE ME:ltlORIAL CHURCH, VICTORIA
SQUARE, CLIFTON, ON THURSDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 4TH, 1900.
" Even so, then, at this present time also there is a remnant according
to the election of gmce."-RoMANS xi. 5.
SOMETIME ago many were thinking that if this country were to pass
through serious trouble, if there were a great judgment and national
sorrow, then perchance there might be signs of outward repentance
among the people. They might be seen considering their ways before
God, and turning from the vanities, the follies and the pleasures of
this life to " seek the Lord while He is to be found, and to call upon
Him while He is near." It appeared to some, with whom I myself
had intercourse, that we' were too prosperous, and shall I say, too
peaceful; that we had settled down, as it were, " upon our lees," and
that our very satisfaction with earthly things had given rise to the
prevailing spirit of religious indifference. But we have had a time of
national trouble, we have had God's judgments upon us. We have
had the war, with its horrors and with its sufferings. We have had the
anxiety of numbers at home respecting their dear friends, who went
forth to fight. Then we have ha.d, in another part of the Empire, the
famine and the pestilence-all these troubles, one after another, have
come upon us, and yet we see no sign of any deep impression upon the
people, of any real repentance and seeking after God. We do not
find that these judgments have had the effect of humbling them before
Him, and leading them to look for mercy while it is called to-day.
Still there is the same frivolity, still there is the same worldly spirit,
still the Word of God is slighted and despised. His worship is neglected,
and His day is not merely disregarded, but even desecrated, in this land
which is called Christian. Then if we consider the present crisis
through which we are passing, and the many thoughts that are in our
hearts, and the many words that are being spoken on every hand concerning our country, where is the appeal generally to the Lord God
Almighty that reigneth 1 It used not to be so in England, though
there were, no doubt, a number of the careless ones; though the
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worldly did, perhaps, abound; and though there was not that wholehearted recognition of the Lord that some of us would desire, yet at the
same time when His chastening hand was upon the nation in days of
trouble, conflict, and need, appeal would be made to the Almighty for
pardon, deliverance, and help. But we look in vain for this appeal
to-day. And, again, if we turn to consider the condition of the Christian Churches so-called, how sad is that which too often meets our
eyes, Our National Church is defiled with the Mass, the Confessional,
Image-worship, and other "detestable enormities," brought back
again from Rome. And in the other Protestant Churches we cannot
say that the Gospel is always proclaimed, nor can we say that there
is the same fidelity to God's Word, and the same acknowledgment of
its authority, that there ought to be. Just to take an extreme case,.
which was brought under my notice some little time ago in a certain
church. The minister said: "I shall not 1'ead for you a portion of
Scripture to-day (this was on the Sabbath Day, and at the service),
but I shall1'ead for you that which is better "-and fQ1·thwith he p1'0ceeded to read a chapter of one of Ruskin's books. We cannot in very
faithfulness overlook such grave and grievous departures as these·
from the simplicity of the Gospel and the truth of God.
And, then, how comparatively rare it is to meet with those who
rejoice to confess Christ as their only Saviour and to rest upon Him
alone. If we begin to talk about religious work they may understand
it, but if we come closer and deal with spiritual things, full and free
salvation, personal trust, communion with the Lord, and the innerwitness of the Holy Spirit, we awaken no answering chords; there is
little sympathy and little response. And just because I know that
these matters are stirring in some souls, at any rate, among the Lord's.
people, and causing anxiety and sadness, I desire to bring the subject
of our text before you to-night. For after all what does it do? It
sends us straight to the Word of God. Following the inspired apostle
we look back to a bygone time in the history of Israel-the days of
Elijah! We see that Prophet coming forth full of zeal for the Lord,
realizing that the Holy Spirit possessed him, knowing that he had a.
message for the people, desiring to proclaim that message faithfully
and freely, feeling, no doubt, that if only he could reach any number
of the people, and show them their transgressions and sins by the
power of the Word of God, and make them understand the claims that
the Great Jehovah had upon them, then they would repent and forsake
Baal, and the Lord God would again be worshipped in simplicity and
in truth; but what did he find? He found that though he went forth.
with God's message, be was scorned and rejected! However, there
did come a day of seeming triumph and of glory-the fire fell from
heaven, and the people at that wondrous sight called out, " The Lord
He is the God," " The Lord He is the God."
But the wave of reformation soon subsided; all too quickly they
turned back again to their old idolatry and superstition, and instead
of the Name of Jehovah, the name of Baal rang out through the land,
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and Elijah wa utterly disheartened, and the despairing cry broke forth
-from his lips, " Now, 0, Lord, take away my life, for I am no better
than my fathers." "I, even I, only am left, and they seek my life to
take it away." He thought that all Israel were gone after idols, that
the lost vestige of true religion might perish with himself, and the
world be left in its darkness; "Take away my life, I am no better than
my fathers." But what saith the answer of God to him ~ "I have
reserved to Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the
knee to the image of Baal." "Even so now," says the apostle, " at this
present time also there is a remnant, according to the election of grace."
And was it not much the same with the Christians in the early days,
who were called out of Judaism to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ ~
The Lord Himself had been among them, and they had been privileged
to witness that wondrous life. They had heard words from Him,
" Who spake as never man spake." Many of them had partaken of
His bounty and His blessing, and yet they had scorned and rejected
Him, and cried, "Away with Him," "Away with Him," "Crucify
Him," "Crucify Him." But there came a better day after He had
passed into the heavens, and when in answer to the prayers of His
people, and in accordance with His promise, He poured down the Holy
Spirit upon the little company of believers, and Peter stood forth in
the midst, full of the Spirit, and proclaimed the glorious Gospel of Life.
And the multitude listened to the inspired message, and 3000 were
added that day to the Church. It might have seemed, then, as if this
grand work were destined to go on and prosper until all the Jews should
be brought to know and love the Saviour, whom once they had rejected,
scorned, and crucified. But it was not so! As the apostle went to
one place and to another, and as he proclaimed the Word committed
-to him, " to the Jew first and afterward to the Greek," he found that
among his countrymen, he was met most frequently with contempt or
opposition and persecution. The Gospel of the Lord Jesus was rejected.
Yet he knew that though he might be often scorned and persecuted,
on the other side, among the Jewish people, there were some who were
led by the Holy Spirit to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and were
truly consecrated unto Him, and these were" the remnant according
to the election of grace."
And, dear friends, is there not the same encouragement for us still 1
We may regret that there is not the simple and open acknowledgment
of our Lord JeBus Christ, and the adoring gratitude to Him which there
ought to be; we may lament those various signs of national apostasy
.and departure from Him, to which I have briefly alluded; we may
deplore tht; sad lack of interest in spiritual things, but God has not
cast us off, He has not forsaken us; even here in this land, where He
has manifested His power so often, and given us so very many blessings ;
-the land of the Reformation, the land of the :Martyrs, the land of the
Evangelical Revival, from which the Word has been sent forth to the
distant parts of the earth; even here in this land, and at this present
"time also, there is a remnant according to the Election of Grace.
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Let me ask you to dwell with me for a little while upon the meaning
of these words, and then upon the comfort which they contain. In
the first place, as to their meaning. Did you notice.the stress that is.
laid upon the words, this present time ?-" at this present time also."
Whether we look at it in our Authorized Version, or in the original Greek,
where, perhaps, it is even more emphatic, we see the stress which the
inspired writer lays upon the expression, this present time. There was
a reason for it then, and there is a reason for it still. Our views upon
the present time, the day in which we live, are doubtless more limited
than those which we have of the days gone by, or of grand immortal
hopes which open out before us when we believe in the Gospel of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. ""Ve stand on the sea shore, we can
see but a little distance, only as far as the horizon do we behold thes~
waters, but then we know that far away beyond there stretch the
leagues of billows which we cannot see. To a great extent it is the
same with us in respect to God's work, His real work now; we can
only take a limited view of that work; we cannot behold it as it lies
before the vision of the Lord God Almighty, and as He sees all the
triumphs of the Gospel of Christ, yet we may know that far beyond
our actual sight His cause is progressing, His triumphs are being won.
Do we only meet with the few who are whole-hearted servants of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? Let us not for that reason despond
or despair, the Lord knoweth them that are His all the world over.
And, besides, the very longing for the glory of our Lord, the very
fervent desire of our souls that He might be acknowledged, that He
might be owned, that His power might be displayed in blessing, and
His Word owned and honoured as it ought to be; this very zeal might
make us take a desponding view when we contrast what we long for
with what actually is. But let us not be downhearted, our God has
not forsaken us, even now at this present time in which our lot is cast
" there is a remnant according to the election of grace." But, again,
when we look at the passage before us, we see that God says, " I have
reserved to Me seven thousand men": and in the original the word
" reserve" is from the same root as the word "remnant" in our text.
, God has done it, He has reserved tp.em, He has formed the remnant,
it is His work. Wherever there is a true believer in Christ, wherever
there is any saved soul in the wide world, there is the work of God.
He called that soul; He gave the power to believe in Jesus, put His
Holy Spirit within that one and made him a portion of the elect remnant; it is all according to His choice and His mighty working.
And once again, the principle of selection is grace. 0, there are
many vague and misty views abroad respecting Divine doctrine; but
it is not so with the Word of God, our souls are refreshed indeed, and
comforted with its clear and decided statements. We read in the verse
following our text: "If by grace, then it is no more of works; otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no more
grace; otherwise work is no more work." It is either one or the other.
It cannot be both at the same time. Either God has chosen His people,
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and has called them, and has saved them, because of what they have
done, or what He foresaw that they would do; or else He has chosen
them simply of His Own mere mercy and undeserved favour which
we understand by the word" grace." Now there is nothing that they
could do to earn His blessing; there is nothing that they could do to
put God under an obligation to them; and, therefore, since it is impossible that anyone could be saved by works it is all of grace from the
very beginning even unto the end. This is the principle upon which
God has chosen the remnant. It is His free sovereign grace and mercy,
and all this blessing of salvation which we know, and to which we
have borne testimony at this very Conference, is all of grace, and
'Of grace alone. Let us receive the gift and give all the glory to the
giver.
And now, in the second place, I want to turn for a few moments, if
you will bear with me, to some of the comfort that may be derived from
our subject to-night. The time in which we live is of God's ordering
after all. It is useless to look back to other times, and say, " 0, that
this time were like the past," when there were more revivals, more
acknowledgment of the Lord, more happy and holy Christian fellowship.
It is useless to raise these vain regrets or lamentations. Let us be
thankful to our Lord for the time which He has given us, and the
opportunities which He affords to us for serving Him. And if there
be few around us who seem to understand us, or to sympathize with us
-and the feeling of loneliness at times creeps over us-should not that
send us all the more to Him with whom we can hold real communion,
and make us rejoice more fully in the Holy Spirit's comfort? Or if
we think that the world is very hostile on the one hand, and very cold
on the other, and if we feel the pressure from this world all around us,
does it not make us realize all the more that we are strangers and
pilgrims here upon the earth? And does it not give to us a deeper
yearning for the heavenly home and the everlasting rest? Again,
another comfort that I think we might derive from this Word is that
God is still working-there is a remnant, and, therefore, there is the
proof of God's work. He has not ceased the blessing, and He never
will cease to bless. On every hand we may witness the tokens of His
mighty power. And when we find our friends complaining (as I fear
I have sometimes complained myself) about the sad declension of the
present time, we may rebuke excessive despondency by considering
God's remnant. Everyone of that remnant is a monument of immutable grace and infinite power, and, therefore, everyone furnishes a
reason for gratitude and praise. Fervent thanksgiving ought to :fill
-bur hearts for all the mighty works which God has done, is doing, and
will do unto the end. And there is the further and more personal
comfort, if the Lord God Himself has called you, and made you one of
-the number of this" remnant according to the election of grace."
What reason is here for grateful adoration and rejoicing. Assurance
.of personal salvation is not vain presumption; it is not complacent
self-satisfaction, though they sometimes say it is. It is only the due
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acknowledgment which we owe to Him for the" grace abo:unding"
which He has shown towards us.
The apostle himself has set us this example; he knew that he had
been a sinner, he knew that he had been an outrageous persecutor of
the Church of God, and naturally he felt it, but he knew that when he
was arrested on his wild career of persecution and brought to the Lord
Jesus he had been made a partaker of Divine grace. He was a sinner
saved by grace, and he delighted to claim this privilege and take this
position ever in after life. So let us try to do with the assurance of
the blessing, knowing that we are the Lord's saved ones, not harrassed
by continual doubts and fears as to our state before Him; but realizing
that He is our salvation and giving Him all the praise. Then we are
set free for the service of our Lord and Master by the election of grace,
we are His servants here upon this earth doing His will, carrying forward
His message throughout the world!
Sometimes they say (you know they say a great many things, do
they not
that preaching this doctrine of sovereign love and free
full salvation, independently of our works, or deservings altogether,
tends to Antinomianism, to carelessness of life, and to lack of
zeal! Ah, they little know about it! Perhaps I had better
give yOlL one instance that will explain what I mean. There
was one whom I knew very well indeed, a pious and earnest soul,
who felt the claims which Christ had upon her, and tried to serve
Him faithfully, but her views were legal, and she was in constant
trouble of mind, ever trying by her own exertions to satisfy her
conscience, as to how she ought to please God and to obtain acceptance
with Him. However, under the ministry of the Word, she came to
see that salvation was free, that God had chosen her, that the Holy
Spirit Himself had called her and that all she had to do was to believe
in order to be saved! Did she become more indolent after that ~ On
the contrary, when her heart was set free by the great and glorious
revelation made to her, she gave herself with whole-hearted earnestness
and untiring devotion to the service of her Lord and Saviour. She was
very, very humble, very unselfish, singled-eyed in service and pure in
aim, yet, at the same time, if anyone had spoken about the numerous
'good deeds that God had 'enabled her to do, she would have been the first
to disclaim the idea of any personal credit, and to give all the glory to
her Saviour. To be a sinner saved by grace was her only boast and joy.
In God's Providence, the case of dark China was laid before her, and she
felt that it was the Spirit's calling and she freely responded to the call.
She forsook all to follow Jesus. Here is a letter that she wrote from
China a few years ago, telling about her life in that land, the yearning
in her heart towards those people that they might be saved, and the
work with its difficulties, trials, and hopes, and she speaks in the end
()f this letter about the doctrine of grace, and the comfort she had
received through the word of the ministry! About a fortnight ago,
the report reached us of some who laid down their lives for their Master,
her name was among them. "Faithful unto death." Now she wears
the martyr's crown.
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That is a distinct instance, I say, of what we can see continually,
that they to whom the Lord gives clear views of His great and glorious
salvation are set free to serve Him here below, and to glorify Him by
their life, or by their death, if such be His holy will. 0, may God
comfort, and strengthen, and help each one of us here below, and then
when our time on earth here is over, and when these things have passed
away and gone, may we realize in all its fulness what it is to be saved
by grace. For, as we gaze on the picture set before us in the revelation
of the ransomed in their glory, this is the only reason why they are
before the throne; this is the reason why they serve Him day and
night in His temple; this is the reason why they enjoy that tearless
life, and that everlasting bliss, because they have been washed in the
blood of the Lamb!

By

THE

SERMONETTE.
"A PRIEST FOR EVER."
VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.

" Thou art a priest for ever after t.he o'rder of Melchizedek."-PSALM cx.4.
THE words quoted above are the words of Jehovah to the Lord Jesus
Christ. "The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest
for ever after the order of Melchizedek " (see Ps. cx. 1,4; Heb. vii. 21).
Christ is a priest for ever "after the order of Melchizedek." The
history of Melchizedek is given very briefly in Gen. xiv. 18-20-" And
Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was
the priest of the most high God. And he blessed him, and said, Blessed
be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth; and
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into
thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all." h is plain from the Epistle
to the Hebrews that Melchizedek was a remarkable type of the Lord
Jesus Christ. His very name is typiclJ.l, being compounded of two
Hebrew words meaning King of righteousness. He was King of Salem,
Salem meaning peace, and so here again typified the Lord Jesus as
King of peace. We learn this trom Heb. vii. 2, 3. The Lord Jesus
Christ is both King and Priest-a royal Priest (Zech. vi. 13). "Having
made peace through the blood of His cross," He has become" The
Lord our righteousness," and through Him true believers have" peace
with God" (Rom. v. 1). But the main point stressed in the EpIstle
to the Hebrews, is, that as in Melchizedek's history there is no mention
of his father or mother, his birth or his death, he was eminently a type
of the eternal Son of God. "Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days; nor end of life; but made
like unto the Son of God, abideth a priest continually" (Heb. vii. 3).
Now ChrIst is a priest not after the order of Aaron, but after the
order of Melchizedek. Priests of the former order offered sacrifices
continually, " which can never take away sins" (Heb. x. 11). Moreover, the Levitical priests, one after another, died, and were succeeded
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by others. But Christ" ever liveth," and His priesthood is unchangeable. "And they truly were many priests, because they were not
suffered to continue by reason of death: but this man, because He
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood" (Heb. vii. 23, 24).
How blessed for the believing children of God to know that through
the atoning blood of their great Priest they have the remission of their
• sins! For the language of the Covenant of grace, ratified by the death
of the Surety, the Lord Jesus Christ, is: "Their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more" (Heb. viii. 12; and x. 17). And by reason
of His finished work, they have full salvation, for, " He is able to save
them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for them" (Heb. vii. 25).
Moreover, to this ever-living Priest they may at all times come, as
it is written, Heb. iv. 14-16, " Seeing then that we have a great High
Priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold fast our profession. For we have not a High Priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without Elin. Let us therefore come boldly
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need."
"BEHIND OUR WALL."
CANT. ii. 9.
" OUR wall." What is that wall and Who is behind it ~ The Song
of Songs is so deeply spiritual, so full of tenderness, so rapturous in
language, so exquisite in imagery, that one is lost in amazement.
Even apparent barriers are turned into stepping-stones of love. Thus
" wall" becomes "our wall" of sovereign love. There had been a
lapse, but now He returns to her home-the bride's own home. "The
voice of my Beloved," she exclaims. She hears Him; she looks out
and sees Him coming, leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the
hills. He is equal to every emergency. He bounds over every
. obstacle, " like a roe or a young hart.:' Nothing can hinder His reaching
His redeemed one, the beloved redeemed one, the purchased with His
own blood.
One commentator says on "our wall," " The bride, having returned
to her own home, the Bridegroom seeks her." Another commentator
says, " Wall, over the cope of which He is first seen. Next He looks
through, not forth, for He is outside at her windows glancing suddenly
or stealthily, not as in our English version, 'showing Himself through
the lattice.' "
The prophecies, types, and sacrifices were lattice glimpses of Him
to the Old Testament Church, in spite of the wall of separation which
sin had raised. Clearer glimpses were given by John the Baptist, but
not unclouded (see John i. 26), "I baptize with water; but there
standeth One among you, Whom ye know not; He it is Who, coming
3°
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after me, is preferred before me, Whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy
to unloose." The legal wall of partition was not to be removed until
His death (see Ephes. ii. 14, 15), " For He is our peace, Who hath made
both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between
us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of com~
mandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain •
one new Man, so making peace." Even now He is only seen by faith
through the windows of His Word, not full vision (1 Cor. xiii. 12),
" Now we see through a glass darkly; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known." This
is an incentive to our looking for His second coming. "Thine eyes
shall see the King in His beauty." "Looking for that blessed hope,
and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ." Another commentator writes, " Our mortal flesh as a wall
interrupts our view of Him, but His eye is upon us; and every glimpse,
which we have of Him by faith, is intended to render us willing' to be
absent from the body that we may be present with the Lord.' "
Oh, dear reader, how much lies embodied in the three words, Behind
our wall! He Himself is behind in His watchfulness, in His insurmountable strength, in His ceaseless defence. He standeth behind in a
fixed position. He came leaping and skipping, but at length the goal
is reached, our wall. There He remained for our help and deliverance
and our encouragement. "The voice of my Beloved!" She heard
His voice and she evidently saw Him in the distance, for note: she
says" Behold!" See, He cometh leaping upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills, nearer and nearer He comes, until she exclaims
again, " Behold, He standeth behind our wall."
Just note the three words separately. And first He standeth behind.
That implies a fixed position. He-do take into thy heart, dear
reader, the He-thine all in all. He standeth. And thus" behind,"
He is our defence, our mighty shield, our Saviour at the back. So
close behind.. So nigh, so veTy nigh to God,
I cannot nearer be;
For in the Person of His Son
I am as near as He."
Our wall. What sweet sense of union is that word " our "! It is
His wall, the wall of salvation. He was made sin for us, instead
of us.
Behind the wall He showed Himself through the lattice windows.
" I am here," He seems to say, " Behold Me." His redeemed ones
have many seasons of delighted communion with Him. "My Beloved
spake." Speech cannot be restrained when sight, however dimly and
imperfectly, through the lattice beholds. What He says, dear reader,
is known only to your soul and my soul. He reassures, strengthens,
reveals. "The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him and He
will show them His Covenant."
One feels in these sad, unutterably sad days that it cannot be long
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before He will call us up to Himself in the air. Then we shall view Him
not merely through the latt;ice, but face to face.. And before His unveiled Face
Sing the glory of His grace."

NETTlE.

"INTO THY HANDS."
WE read that when Jesus had with a loud voice cried, " It is finished,"
He saId, "Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit." Then He
died and His Spirit returned whence it came. He had reached
the joy set before Him, though that will not be complete until
He sees all the purchase of His pains face to face. But what a joy in
itself it must have been that all suffering was entirely and for ever
over. We ourselves, groaning within ourselves as we do, know what a
wonder of repose it gives to consider that some affiiction is past and
can never, never recur, "though so much remains to endure," until
we breathe out our soul into the bosom of Love and are in peace. We
are told to count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations, and it
feels sometimes as if it must be impatience and lack of subjection or
contrition that suggests a change or the end of trying things. But
the Lord, for the joy set before Him, endured: and then commended
His Spirit unto His Father's hands; and His Father's will was done.
David said, "Into Thine hand I commit my spirit; Thou hast
redeemed me, 0 Lord God of truth." It seems from the Psalm generally
that he was, as he so often was, in distress and grief. His enemies
with their schemes and reproaches were mighty. His sighs were many,
and his heart was faint. But God was his God and he knew it, his
strong Rock and Defence. "Let them curse, but bless Thou." What
can man do if God is on our side 1 It is a blessed frame of mind, if a
rare one, if we feel that Christ is ours and we are His. "Thou hast
redeemed me," and with Him all things are given, be they many or
few. "I trusted in Thee, 0 Lord." I liked the verse one day, " Into
Thy hands I commit my spirit," when that spirit was removed a very
ong way from joy, peace, confidence, or anything else that smoothes
the way home. It takes God Himself. to describe the goings of Leviathan as He does in Job xli. God knows what the power is that makes
the sea to boil like a pot of ointment, and makes all the strength of
man a vain thing, like a rolling thing before the wind. The psalmist
said, " When my spirit was overwhelmed then Thou knewest my path,"
and perhaps that confidence, the only thing remaining, was in itself
a committing all to Him. He could, or at least he did, throw himself
and all his confusion at the feet of the Lord. His spirit he brought to
the Lord Who had redeemed him. What a possession of the Lord's,
so to speak. As if he would say, " This is what Thou hast redeemed,
weakness, confusion, sin, Lord, I am Thine." David did not use the
sweet name of Father, but all his breathings were of the spirit of
adoption. They were all the returnings of a prodigal to One Who
said, " I have blotted out Thy transgressions; return unto Me; for
I have redeemed thee."
FOLLOWER-ON.
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THE OUTLOOK IN THE PROFESSING CHURCH.
(From" The Free Presbyterian Magazine.")

WHEN we turn to the professing Church in this land (Scotland) the
outlook is not such as to encourage God's people to rejoice. In our
own country negotiations which have been carried on for years are
likely to bear fruit in the Union of the Established and United Free
Churches. Great preparations are being made for staging the event
with spectacular and arresting impressiveness. No doubt it is a great
event in the history of Scotland, but whether it will further the cause
of true religion and vital godliness in Scotland is another question.
The canker of the Higher Criticism has been eating at the vitals of the
great Presbyterian Churches in Scotland (particularly the United
Free Church), and consequently as a witness to the truth it is in too
emaciated and amemic a condition spiritually to count for much in
helping the armies of the living God against the common foe. Then
again, the spirit of worldliness has to a great extent captured the
Churches, so that their out-and-out witness for Christ is vitiated.
There have been many attempts to get up man-made revivals; this
was particularly seen in the great hue and cry of the Re-dedication
Movement after the War. One would have thought that the zealous
apostles of this movement were to work miracles, but the whole movement, which had its beginning and being in man, ended in a miserable
fiasco, and like the frantic efforts of a patient in the high delirium of
fever, it left its victim weaker after the spasms of unnatural strength.
Man-made revivals may cure surface troubles, but they are helpless
to remove the deep-seated maladies that affiict fallen humanity.
When we turn our eyes to our Southern neighbour things are far from
promising there, as far as the Churches are concerned. Anglo-Catholicism, the step-sister of Romanism, has brought the Church of England
into deep waters, and while the movement is not unknown in what
are termed the Free Churches of England, yet it is more particularly
in the Established Church that this insidious foe of the Reformation
is at work. The attempt to foist on that Church a new prayer book
that went a certain length to II!eet the Romanizers, though not so far
as they desired, was emphatically vetoed on two occasions by the
House of Commons. Still, the Bishops are determined to ignore the
rebuffs thus administered to them, and are endeavouring to authorize
the use of the Rejected Prayer Book by hook or crook. They may
be riding for their own downfall. Modernism, also, has made tremendous strides in the Church of England and the Non-conformist
denominations. One has only to read the utterances of clergymen at
the Modern Churchmen's Conferences to get an idea bow far men may
go in denying the faith they are paid to teach, while they are under·
mining it with all their might.
" HE who has the presence of God can feel no want."-Dr. O. Badge.
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THE ATONEMENT.
AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE MR. J. E. HAZELTON, OF LONDON,
GIVEN AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 2ND, 1900.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-The glorious theme of
the Clifton Conference this year, " The Atonement of our Lord Jesus
Christ," is the very keystone of all our hopes for time and for eternity.
It brings to all who are under it not salvability but salvation, and
under its canopy all the family of faith can rest, joying in the immortal
words of Toplady:
"Full Atonement Thou hast made,
And to the utmost farthing paid
Whate'er Thy people owed.
HoVl' can Thy wrath on me take place,
When sheltered in Thy righteousness,
And sprinkled with Thy blood?"

We can have no subject more glorious than the priestly work of our
Lord Jesus, as directed towards God, whereby by one oblation upon
the cross He has satisfied for ever the claims of the Divine government,
bringing in everlasting praise to our Triune God, and procuring for all
His believing people not only pardon, but acceptance, and with acceptance all the sweet and blessed train of New Covenant blessings that
follow. There could be no hope of salvation for such as you and me,
if God, in the infinity of His grace, had not admitted a substitutional
service into His courts. But He appointed His Eternal Son the Surety
and the Sponsor of His people, Who taking upon Himself all their
responsibilities, accomplished, in their stead, all that is needed to
supply them with a title to everlasting life. And 0, how willingly upon
this joyful errand did our Lord Jesus come, bearing the full penalty,
and rendering a perfect obedience. And happy are we' who through
faith, the gift of the Eternal Spirit, can say to-night, ': Who loved me
and gave Himself for me." The death of Christ was the great event
which He ever had before the eye of His heart. His cross was ever
before Him. His first recorded words point to His redemptive work:
" Wist ye not that I must be about My Father's business ~" His last
utterance upon the cross (saving His commendation of His Spirit into
the hands of His Father) was, " It is finished." His Father's business
was finished upon earth; the work which God had given Him to do.
Dr. Pierson has beautifully referred to the teaching of St. John's
Gospel, and there we see throughout how the cross and death of our
Lord were ever before him. In the first chapter he is pointed out as
the sin-atoning Lamb. In His conversation with Nicodemus He
speaks to him of the mystery of the cross and unfolds its teaching,
and so in chapter after chapter. And then, later on in His life, we
have the word, " I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I
straitened until it be accomplished!" We see Him on the Mount of
Transfiguration, and the heavenly visitants are speaking with Him of
the decease which He should accomplish at Jerusalem. The cross was
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before our Lord, the cross was before all the inhabitants of heaven, and
the approaching atoning death of God's eternal Son was the subject of
converse on the Mount, and shall we not say it was the theme of converse in the bright world which is above ~ The cross is the centre of
all doctrine, and it is the source whence all vital blessings come, for
"'Tis by the merit of His death
Who hung upon a tree,
The Spirit is sent down to breathe
On snch dry bones as we."
We are determined with the apostle" to know nothing among men
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified." I love that word of Martin
Luther; he said once in conversation upon Divine realitIes, " I feel
as if Jesus Christ had been crucified but yesterday." A missionary in
the Cameroons related some time ago a touching story of a native
woman who was brought to a knowledge of the Lord. As she retired
from the mission chapel her companions joined in general conversation.
" No speak to me," she said, "for I have seen the bleeding Lamb."
The cross of Christ has not lost its power. The atoning work of our
Lord is that on which we build; it is the finished work. The triumphant
cry that rang out from the cross of Jesus affirmed that all Scripture concerning His redemptive work on earth was fulfilled, all the types and
all the shadows of the ceremonial law. But I have often been struck
by this thought, that our Lord did not give up the ghost until His
mind had ranged through the whole of Old Testament Scripture, and
there was not one jot, one tittle, that had not been fulfilled, and" in
order that the Scripture might be fulfilled" He said" I thirst." "Then
were all things that were written in the law and in the prophets concerning Him fulfilled." Solemn is the position and tremendous the
responsibility of those who in these days would reject or emasculate the
Old Testament and put the atoning work of our Lord Jesus into the
background.
,
Dear old Rowland Hill, the last time, I believe, he preached in
Surrey Chapel, was heard softly to say as he tottered down the aisle
after the service:
" My Jesus has loved me,
I cannot tell why,
But this I can tellHe has loved me so well
As to lay down His life
To redeem me from hell."
The atoning work of Christ is finished; the load of His people's sins
is sunk for ever in the depths of the sea. Not in the shallows, but
where they can never reappear in judgment against His Church. High
like Alps they were, but the Saviour's work overtops them all. And
only as we look upon Christ as the Sinbearer, the Substitute of His
people, have we any key that can unlock the mystery of Gethsemane,
and tell us aught of the meaning of that sweat of blood, have we any
key which will help us to understand a little of that awful darkness
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which pervaded the soul of our Lord when He said, "My God 1 My
God! why hast Thou forsaken Me 1" 0, how precious was He in the
Father's sight when He said that, clinging on the one hand to the
righteousness of God, which He acknowledged, loved, and glorified
and clinging with the other to the misery of His people, whom He
could never forsake, and whose sins He had come to put away.
I close by reminding you of the story of poor Matt, a youth, whose
reason was beclouded, if he was not actually an idiot. A Christian lady,
walking by the sea, suddenly came upon this poor youth, who lived in
a fishing village. He was standing upon the seashore, looking up
through a rift in the white clouds, into the blue beyond. The wind
softly fluttered the lad's smock coat, and the lady stopped and asked
him what he was looking at 1 "There is a hole in the sky. Poor Matt
is looking for God. Matt wants to see God." The rift closed again;
and sadly he went away murmuring, "Matt shall find God to-morrow."
The clergyman of the parish in which he resided soon paid a visit to the
house, where the caretakers of Matt lived, and he took the opportunity
to expound the parable of the King that would take account of His servants. And then it dawned upon Matt's mind, and was impressed
upon his heart, that he was a sinner, that he had no money to pay, and
that as a sinner he was condemned by a holy and heart-searching God.
" God, God," was Matt's cry, " Matt has no money to pay." At last,
in answer to prayer, the simple words were made plain to Matt's mind
and heart, " Jesus Christ has paid for poor Matt," and, grasping these
tidings, he went forth, and, looking up to the sky, said, "Man that
paid, Man that paid, Matt says, 'Thank you; thank you.''' He was
told that the Lord would some day come again, and after that he
insisted upon wearing his best cap, saying, "Matt must have his fur
cap, for Matt must always be ready." Soon after this it pleased the
Lord to call him to Himself. Can we not with loving sympathy enter
into the meaning of what dear afflicted Matt struggled to express, and
what his emancipated spirit now rejoices to declare and say, "Our
gracious loving Saviour, Covenant Head of Thy people, we would
render to Thee our hearts' praises for Thy sin-atoning death, and for
a living trust therein; and we would seek for grace that we, too, may
be ready when the Lord, Who was 'crucified for us, shall come again in
glory, and every eye shall see Him. May we, then, be found standing
at the right hand of Him that loved us and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His
Father. To Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen."
" THE soul of the believer does not cease to exist at death. It does
not sink into a state of unconsciousness. It does not go into purgatory;
but, being made perfect in holiness, it does immediately pass into
glory. As soon as it is absent from the body, it is present with the
Lord. This is all that is revealed, and that is enough."-Dr. Oharles
Bodge.
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HISTORY READERS IN DAY SCHOOLS.
ROMAN CATHOLIC EFFORTS TO ALTER THEM.
WE have received a long printed document giving the history of a
serious attempt on the part of the" Westminster Catholic Federation"
to secure drastic alterations in the history books used in the London
County Council's Schools.
This Roman Catholic Federation asserts that "resentment" is
"felt by Catholic parents against the historical text-books and
readers from which their children, attending Council schools, were
compelled to learn, . . . on account of their historical incorrectness,
their misrepresentation of Catholic teaching, and, in many cases,
their intensely offensive anti-Catholic bias."
The London County Council was appealed to on the subject. Eventually the London County Council suggested "that the criticisms of
the Federation should be made by the Federation to the authors or
publishers of the books referred to."
Accordingly various publishers of history readers were appealed to.
In some cases, as we think, a weak attitude was manifested by publishers. The following statement, however, shows that the efforts of
the" Westminster Catholic Federation" are not meeting with all the
success which is desired by its members.
"The position as reached by the Federation with the different
publishers was set forth fully in the Report of March last, from which
inter alia it was explained: That the Federations request that Messrs.
Blackie and Sons' books should be brought up to date by being freed
from error was by that firm treated 'as an impossible proposition.'
That Miss Thomson, authoress of the following books, published by
Messrs. Horace Marshall and Son, A First History of England, vols.
1 to 7, treated disdainfully the suggestion that her books should in any
sense be emended, and was convinced that the L.C.C. in connection
with the historical text-books had simply referred the Federation to
the publishers in order to be relieved of the annoyance the Federation was causing or, as she put it, 'to get rid of us.' That Messrs.
Edward Arnold and Co. had refused to consider our comments.
According to these gentlemen impartial history cannot be written."
The set determination of the Federation to secure the alteration of
history text-books in a sense agreeable to Romanists is evidenced from
the following words written to Messrs. Blackie, on May 6th, 1927 :" We trust you will not place us in the position of having to oppose
the use of your books; in fact, we beg of you not to do so, but you can
rest assured that there cannot be any finality to our efforts until
school text-books are purged of error and misrepresentation."
We would make the following remarks on the facts brought to our
notice in the long document which has been sent to us.
1. The Roman Catholics of this country have a large number of day
schools in which no doubt the Roman Catholic authorities take care
that nothing is taught contrary to their views. Yet Protestant ratepayers contribute to the support of these schools.
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2. The number of Roman Catholic children attending Council
Schools must be infinitesimal compared to the number of non-Roman
Catholic children.
3. There is no reason to suppose that present day historians are so
biased in favour of Protestant principles that they would wilfully
misrepresent the facts of history in order to vilify the Church of Rome.
4. From the emendations in our history books which are now
demanded to be made it would seem that all our past reading of
history as to the condition of things before the Reformation and as to
the reigns of Henry VIII, Mary and Elizabeth is incorrect. Such
works as Motley's Rise of the Dutch Republic would have to be rewritten
if Roman Catholics had their way. We must no longer speak of
Mary as "Bloody Mary" nor charge her with persecuting the
Protestants.
Moreover, we must always speak of the Church of Rome as the
Catholic Church, never as the Roman Catholic Church. That Church
alone may rightly call itself" Catholic."
5. We gather from a letter received that the Rev. E. G. Bowring,
M.A., Vicar of Peldon, Colchester, has convened a " History Readers'
Committee." We trust that this Committee may be successful in
defeating the efforts of Romanists to eliminate from our History books
those portions which tell against the Church of Rome. In saying this,
however, we have no wish to defend any real inaccuracies which may
be discovered in our History Readers.
It is evident that Protestant Christians need very specially to heed
the apostle's injunction: "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong."

A MIDLAND CLERGYMAN CRITICIZES HIS BISHOP.
No doubt you have all seen in the local press a reproduction from the
August Diccesan Gazette of the Bishop of Coventry's statement concerning the new Prayer Book which has twice been definitely rejected
by Parliament. In that statement the Bishop says: "In 1906 a
Royal Commission, appointed by the State, reported that our Prayer
Book of 1662 was not entirely fitted for the needs of the present day,
and that Parliamentary sanction should be sought for some widening
of its limits." The Bishop then asserts that this issued in the proposals which were rejected by the House of Commons in 1927 and again
in 1928. With all due deference and courtesy to our Diocesan, we
humbly beg to say that we cannot agree that the Royal Commission
of 23 years ago reported in favour of a revision of the 1662 Prayer Book
in any sense on the lines of the proposals of 1927 and 1928, though we
do remember the Report had something to say of a definite character
about the need of enforcing discipline in the ranks of the lawless Clergy.
But that apart, we are greatly surprised and deeply grieved that the
Bishop of Coventry, having so distinctly stated that the Royal Commis-
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sion reported" that Parliamentary sanction should be sought," and
having so distinctly stated that" sanction was sought in 1927 ... and
refused," and that the Revised Book" was once more refused sanction
by the House of Commons in 1928," should in the following paragraphs
say that" the majority of the Bishops" (the Bishop of Coventry with
them) " propose to adopt this Book as the limit which they will sanction
in deviating from the Book of 1662." To us this is not honest, straightforward dealing, and we most earnestly implore the Bishop not to
pursue such a policy. With him we regret the" bewilderment and
chaos" in the Church of England, but we are convinced his plan, if
persisted in, will increase and not diminish it. Meanwhile, Christian
friends, continue instant in prayer, for we live in perilous times.

THE PRINCETON SEMINARY.
(From" The Free Presbyterian Magazine" for August.)
THE American papers giving reports of the proceedings of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in D.S.A. reached us as the last
issue of the Magazine went to press. The mind of the Assembly
revealed itself in the appointment of Dr. McAfee, Chicago, " the most
liberal candidate that had ever been presented for that office" (The
Presbyterian), as Moderator by a vote of 572 to 332 cast for Professor
Dick Wilson, who had been put forward by the "conservatives."
This vote is discouraging to all who deplore the teaching of the
"liberals." The Assembly decided that a new Board of Directors
for Princeton Seminary, consisting of thirty-three members should be
appointed to function in place of the" heretofore existing Board of
Directors." Later it is expected that the new Board will take over
the work of the existing Board of Trustees. Dr. Craig, editor of The
Presbyterian, is very dissatisfied with the composition of the new
Board, revealing, as it does, strong" liberal" tendencies in many of
the members. In a leading article headed" Action of Assembly, if
Valid, Dooms Princeton Seminary," the editor says: "We believe,
therefore, that the action of thE} last Assembly, if valid, means that
Princeton Seminary, as it has been known, and loved, and feared
throughout the world, has been given the death-blow, and that in a
short time, at the best, it will be wholly dead, and its abode occupied
and its name held by an institution of an entirely different sort. We
eherish grave doubts as to its validity, but withhold the basis for thsec
doubts until we have had time to give the matter fuller consideration."
The distinguished Semitic scholar, Dr. Dick Wilson, is to retire, and
Drs. Allis, Machen, and Van Til have sent in their resignations. The
decision of the Assembly on Princeton Seminary may have a far wider
effect than the" liberals" anticipate. Already there is talk of te,sting
the validity of the decision in the law courts, and some are suggesting
that the time b.as come when the "liberals" and "conservatives"
must part.
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JPOllng jfOUlS' ]page.
KNOWING GOD.

THERE are many boys' camps held at seaside places during the month
of August. At one of the camps held this year, a young clergyman had
the position of chaplain. He presided each morning and evening,
when a portion of Scripture was read, and the company engaged in
prayer. On the Sundays he took the services and preached. Ever
since his ordination this clergyman has been keenly interested in the
welfare of boys, to many of whom God has used him. Some of the
boys in the camp were drawn to him, and no night passed without
several going to him to his tent to have talks about spiritual things·
One night a boy burst in with, "Sir, I want to know God." The
clergyman said later on what a joy it had been to him to tell these lads
of Jesus, and to be like the friend of the bridegroom just introducing
the sinner to the Saviour, and then leaving them to His care.
Now, my dear young readers, is there one amongst you like that
boy ~ His longing to know God was not a natural desire. The Holy
Spirit must have put the desire into his heart. He it is Who convinces
of sin, giving the sinner some idea of his awful position in God's sight,
utterly lost and ruined, with no power to help himself. Then it is,
through the Holy Spirit's teaching, that the Lord Jesus Christ is
revealed as the Saviour, Whose precious blood has atoned for sin,
and the sinner, thus awakened, responds to one of the gracious invitations of the Lord Jesus, such as " Come unto Me." There is no doubt
of the welcome. The Lord's own words are, " Him that cometh to Me
I will in no wise cast out" (John vi. 37). Thus the young believer
begins to know God. He enters on a new life and, by God's grace, he
seeks to "walk in newness of life" (Rom. vi. 4). He knows how
helpless he is in himself, but he ha~_a Saviour Who is mighty to keep,
and he commits himself constantly to His loving care.
Now he can say with joy, "I know Whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day" (2 Tim. i. 12). The words of this verse are
underlined in a precious copy of Daily Light used by a dear son, who
was translated to Heaven from the battlefield in 1916. On the fly-leaf
of his Daily Light he has written in boyish hand-writing :Jesus loves me.
Jesus died for me.
Jesus has forgiven all my sins.
Jesus has prepared a place for me in Heaven.

E. A. H.
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lBt(ltef3tant 16eaC(lll.
I. CONVOCATION AND THE PRAYER BOOK.
NATIONAL CHURCH LEAGUE'S PROTEST.
THE Executive Committee of the National Church League has passed
the enclosed resolution with regard to the Houses of Convocation
and the Prayer Book;" Upon the publication of the Revised Prayer Book the hen Archbishop of Canterbury explained in the Church Assembly that the
publication had been authorized by the Bishops merely for the purpose
of making accessible for those who wished to examine it a book of
considerable interest. The true purpose of the Bishops is now revealed,
for they have announced that they intend to allow the Book of 1928 to
be used in public worship under certain conditions despite its rejection
by Parliament. This course of action we hold to be incompatible with'
the solemn declaration made by every ordinand at his ordination,
every curate at his license, every incumbent at his institution to the
cure of souls, and by every Archbishop and Bishop at his confirmation
as Archbishop or Bishop :" 'I . . . do solemnly make the following declaration :-1 assent
to the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion and to the Book of Common
Prayer, and of the ordering of Bishops, priests, and deacons. I believe
the doctrine of the Church of England as therein set forth to be agreeable
to the Word of God, and in public prayer and administration of the
Sacraments I will use the form in the said Book prescribed, and none
other except so far as shall be ordered by lawful authority.'
" The action of the Bishops goes farther, for it is a direct encouragement to all who make that solemn declaration to treat their promise
as of no account. Stripped of all explanations which casuistry or
sophistry suggest, it means that ministers of the Church of England
may enter upon their solemn office, and obtain the endowments and
privileges thereof on the strength of declarations which are in fact
untrue
" The Executive Committee of the National Church League are of
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opinion that the Bishops and clergy will not put themselves right with
the national conscience until they bring their declarations into accordance with facts, and at whatever cost conform their solemn promises
to their actions and their actions to their solemn promises."

n. THE BISHOPS AND THE PRAYER BOOK.
LETTER TO The Times OF AUGUST 5TH LAST BY BISHOP E. A. KNOX.
"SIR,-The Archdeacon of Auckland, on behalf, presumably, of the
silent Bishops, implicitly admits that they will themselves make, and
require the clergy to make, as a condition of stipendiary emolument,
a declaration that they will use no other Prayer Book than that of
1662. At t,he same time he says that they will govern and interpret
this declaration by the actual current practice and present mind of
the religious communion in which the declaration is made. Now' the
mind of the Church of England' constitutionally declared in accordance
with most recent provisions has refused to sanction the use of the
Prayer Book of 1928. The Bishops are going to interpret this refusal
of sanction as a permission. Whether this 'interpretation' is good
religion or good casuistry must be left to the Episcopal conscience.
" Let me put it to the Archdeacon whether the Bishops and clergy
would not have acted in better harmony with the whole course of
Christian tradition, if, on the rejection of the 1928 Prayer Book, they
had said:" , We can no longer make nor fulfil the declaration which we have
to make in order to draw our stipends. We, therefore, renounce all
our endowments and trust to God to provide for us in proceeding to
order public worship in accord with what we believe to be His will.'
" A refusal of endowments would not have been schism. It would
have been understood and appreciated as a veritable act of conscientious
self-sacrifice. Instead of this, the authorities of the Church fall back
on an ' interpretation' which to the lay mind lies perilously near the
border line of dishonesty, and seem unconscious of the scandal attaching to their policy.
" 18, Beckenham Grove,
- Yours,
" Shortlands, Kent.
E. A. KNox, Bishop."
Ill. THE PERIL OF IDOLATRY.
MR. KENSIT AND THE BISHOP OF ST. ALBANS.
SPEAKING in Convocation on July 11th, the Bishop of St. Albans,
engaged in heated discussion, and referring to the Bishop of
Birmingham, said: "I still want to protest, not only about the language which the Bishop of Birmingham uses regarding us, but also
about the language which is hurting the feelings and religious susceptibilities of thousands of people in this country and throughout
the world, such as the description of the statue of the Madonna and the
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Holy Child as that of ' a female figure with a child.' Language such
as that is fraught with sinister and far-reaching dangers to the peace
of the Church of England."
Taking up the Bishop of St. Albans' words, Mr. Kensit has addressed
the following letter to his lordship :My LORD BISHOP,-According to the Daily Telegraph you are
reckoned to be the" Goliath " amongst the Anglo-Catholic Bishops
and further I observe that your strong fury has been roused because,
forsooth, the Bishop of Birmingham has referred, in a certain correspondence to a statue purporting to be an image of the Virgin Mary
as " a female figure with a child."
.
If, my Lord Bishop, you are a " Goliath," allow me to step forward
as a diminutive David, to challenge you on this particular issue, and
:perhaps you will allow me to say, that I offer you battle with five
smooth stones-from your standpoint, rather rough stones-from our
Church's Homily against Peril of Idolatry.
1. The Homily supports the claim that such an image as you would
defend is but an image of some female, and cannot be an image of the
Mother of our Lord. The argument advanced is that no one is possessed
of an image of Christ, or of His earthly Mother, and so to proclaim that
images of our imagination are images of His Mother, are lies-a term
peculiarly used in Scripture of images.
This is, I claim, an accurate summary of paragraph seven of the
third part of the Homily.
2. The Homily puts forth cogently the fact that the bodies of the
Saints lie putrefied in the grave, and their souls-the more excellent
part of them-eannot be represented by any wood or plaster. Thus
the image is defective, says the Homily, and no true image can be
formed.
3. The Homily goes further, and says that such images ought not
even to be kept in our churches, and it will suffice my purpose to quote
here, precisely, the following words;" Wherefore, seeing that religion ought to be grounded upon truth,
images, which cannot be without lies, ought not to be made or put to
any use of religion, or to be pla~ed in churches and temples, places
peculiarly appointed to true religion and service of God."
4. Images of the nature now placed illegally in Anglo-Catholic
Churches, are a mere copying of Gentile idolatry. After alluding to
a number of temples, such as, at Athens Minerva, at Carthage Juno,
at Rome Quirinus, the Homily comments, "When you hear of our
Lady of Walsingham, our Lady of Ipswich, our Lady of Wilsdon, and
such other, what is it but an imitation of the Gentile idolaters ~ "
Your lordship possibly is not unaware that a certain section of the
Anglo-Catholic school has now resuscitated the pilgrimages to
Walsingham.
.
5. If there be a vein of ironical scorn in the Bishop of Birmingham's
expression, " a female figure with a child," it is nothing compared to
the withering condemnation of the Church's official Homily. Allow
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me to quote the following paragraph, which you will find towards
the end of the Homily.
" True religion then and pleasing to God standeth not in making,
setting up, painting, gilding, clothing, and decking of dumb and dead
images, which be but great puppets and mauments for old fools in
dotage and wicked idolatry to dally an"d play with; not in kissing of
them, capping, kneeling, offering to them, incensing of them, setting
up of candles, hanging up of legs, arms, or whole bodies of wax before
them, or praying and asking of them or of Saints things belonging
only to God to give; but all these things be vain and abominable and
most damnable before God."
The Homily is replete with sound Scriptural argument, and is, by
the reference of Article XXXV, part of the official teaching of our
Church.
As you may not have read the Homily for some time, I venture to
send a copy herewith. If, my Lord Bishop, you quarrel with its
teaching, are you not as much out of harmony with the Anglican
Communion, in one direction, as you allege your brother Bishop of
Birmingham is in the other ~
At least, I challenge you to face up to the teaching of the Homily,
and I think your activities might then turn to a new cleansing of
churches wherein these "lying images" are to be found.-Yours
faithfully, J. A. KENSIT.
(From" The English Ohurchman.")

i'ebieUlfJ anlJ jtotices of lSookfJ.
MEMOIR AND REMAINS OF REV. DONALD MACFARLANE, OF DINGWALL.
By the Rev. Donald Beaton. Price 3s. 6d. Pp. 295. (To be
had from the Rev. Donald Beaton, Free Presbyterian Manse,
Wick, Caithness.)
The writer of this volume is the editor of the Free Presbyterian
Magazine. Five chapters are devot~d to the life of the Rev. Donald
Macfarlane. Another chapter treats of Mr. Macfarlane as man,
Christian, preacher, and witness for the truth. About sixty-six pages
are taken up with deeply interesting extracts from Mr. Macfarlane's
diary. A succeeding chapter gives the covenant drawn up by Mr.
Macfarlane in 1904. There is also a splendid selection of six sermons
preached by Mr. Macfarlane.
The passing of the DeClaratory Act by the Free Church of Scotland,
which was evidently designed to open the door for men to enter its
ministry who held views of a modernistic tendency, led Mr. Macfarlane
to sever his connection from that Church and to join with others in
forming the Free Presbyterian Church.
As a minister of that Church he was evidently a valiant witness for
the old truths of the Gospel. He saw clearly how apostasy from truth
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was taking place amongst those who belonged to the Free Church of
Scotland, and he bore faithful witness against the degenerating influences which were permeating that Church. He stood firmly for the
great doctrines of grace and against the Romish apostasy. This
volume shows how the modernistic and Arminian ~vils which prevail
so much now in the Church of England have also gained a firm foothold
in Scotland.
Not only in Scotland, but in England all lovers of the doctrines of
grace will do well to purchase and read this volume.
SOVEREIGN GRACE UNION CONFERENCE PAPERS. Price Is. Pp. 143.
(S.G.U., The Parsonage, 98, Camberwell Grove, London, S.E.5.)
This volume contains the full report of the conference sermon,
papers and speeches delivered at the Fifteenth Annual Conference
of the Sovereign Grace Union, held in May of this year, at Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, London.
The subjects considered at the conference were" The Love of God,
Manifested in Grace," and" The Reformed Faith, Commonly Called
Calvinism." The excellent conference sermon was preached by
Pastor J. K. Popham, of Brighton.
Papers on the Love of God were contributed by the Revs. W. Sykes,
R. H. Talbot, and W. Walmsley, and by Pastors F. H. Wright, and
J. T. Sharples. Papers on the Reformed Faith were contributed by
the Revs. H. Atherton, and Dr. Unmack, and by Pastors C. Breed,
F. H. Wright, and W. Cousins. The Rev. W. Walmsley also contributed a paper on " The Doctrine of the Reformers." There are also
special addresses by Pastors W. Croft, J. G. Stone, C. Breed, and the
Rev. Dr. Unmack.
A representative from Holland (Rev. J. Van Lonkhuyzen, D.D.)
delivered an address on "Co-operation of Calvinists." The whole
volume is full of definite teaching on the lines of the doctrines of grace.
The five papers on " The Reformed Faith," and the five papers on
"The Love of God" are also printed separately at fourpence each.
The paper on "The Doctrine of the Reformers" is also printed
separately for twopence.
" I'LL of salvation take the cup."
There are two cups mentioned
in Scripture-one was put into the hand of Christ and the other into
the hand of the Church. The one put into Christ's hand was filled
with the wrath due to the sins of His people, the Church; and the one
put into the Church's hand was filled with all the blessings of the New
Covenant as wrought out for them by Christ. The deeper Christ drank
into His cup the bitterer it was getting (Matt. xxvi. 29); but the
deeper the Church drank; of her cup the sweeter it was becoming.
Christ drank His to the bottom (John xviii. 11), but the Church will
not empty hers eternally. Eat, my friends, drink oh, my beloved.
-The late Rev. D. MacJarlane in " Free Presbyterian Magazine."

