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GOD KNOWN AS A REFUGE.
"GOD is known in her palaces for a refuge."-PsALM xlviii. 3.
THE palaces to which reference is here made are the palaces of
Zion, the city of GOD (verse 2). The word evidently denotes the
dwelling places of the great men of the city. There were many
such houses, and they were worthy of admiration.
Lower down in the Psalm we read, "Mark ye well her bulwarks,
consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following." The godly Israelite prayed, "Peace be within thy walls,
and prosperity within thy palaces" (Ps. cxxii. 7). It is in reference to these that the Psalmist says, " God is known in her palaces
for a refuge."
We know that Jehoshaphat, the king, who probably was the
reigning monarch when this psalm was written, knew GOD as his
refuge, and evidently many of the great men of that day were
also godly men. Hence they knew GOD as a refuge.
What a mercy it is if, whether we dwell in a palace or a cottage,
we know GOD as our refuge. What a comfort it is, if He is our
hiding-place, and if we can make our refuge under the shadow of
His wings. Let us endeavour to think upon GOD as the Refuge
of His people.
First, we need to note that He is our ref1lge through the LORD
JESUS CHRIST.

A refuge is a place to which those who are in distress resort.
But how can sinners and rebels resort to GOD as their refuge 1
They are transgressors of His law and rebels against His authority.
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What warrant have they to make GOD their refuge ~ Here comes
in the blessed truth of the mediatorship of our LORD JESUS CHRIST.
Through Him His people have access by one SPIRIT unto the FATHER.
They have "boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
JESUS" (Heb. x. 19). On the ground that His blood was shed
to secure the remission of their sins they may draw near to GOD
as their refuge. Under the old Covenant there was no access to
GOD'S throne and to His mercy-seat, except through the blood of
atonement. The high priest could only enter the holiest through
the blood of atoning sacrifices, and he could only enter once a year.
Now, however, through the blood of CHRIST'S once-for-all-offered
sacrifice all believers may enter the holiest; - all may draW' near
to GOD, all may hide themselves in Him.
It follows that we must know ourselves to be sinners ere we
can know GOD as our refuge, and we must know CHRIST as our
sacrifice for sin, ere we can draw near through His blood. CHRIST
is the way to the FATHER. No man cometh unto the FATHER,
but by Him. He is the one Mediator between GOD and man.
All who draw near through Him will know GOD as their refuge.
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Secondly, He is the refuge of all sorts and conditions of men.

He is the refuge of the poor as well as of the rich. The poor in
spirit who live in cottages, as well as the poor in spirit who live
in palaces, may know Him as their refuge. All believe;rs may say,
" GOD is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble"
(Ps. xlvi. 1). We read, "Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor,
because the LORD is his refuge" (Ps. xiv. 6). "The Name of the
LORD is a strong tower: the righteous (i.e., whether rich or poor)
runneth into it, and is safe" (Prov. xviii. 10).
Whatever our station in life, whatever our attainments, if we
are amongst GOD'S poor, needy, and dependent ones, we may
kllOw Him as our refuge. He is no respecter of persons. All his
chosen and redeemed ones may hide themselves under the shadow
of His wings.
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Thirdly, He is the refuge of His people under all circumstances.

When they are made conscious of their sins by the convicting
operations of His SPIRIT, and are longing to be relieved of the
burden, and to be assured of His pardoning mercy, then He may
become known to them as -a refuge. Then they may repair to
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Him and be assured of a welcome. He says, "Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon Him;
and to our GOD, for He will abundantly pardon" (Isa. Iv. 7).
The picture drawn of GOD in the Parable of the Prodigal Son
is intended to show how full of compassion and tender mercy GOD
is to the penitent sinner. Only we must beware of the doctrine,
now being taught, that GOD pardons a sinner merely because the
sinner is sorry for his sin, and apart from the atoning blood of
our LORD JESUS CHRIST. GOD is "just, and the Justifier of him
which belie/lJeth in JESUS" (Rom. iii. 26). He only pardons those
who have faith in Christ's blood. "He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins "-faithful to His promises and just in for,giving the sins of those for whom CHRIST shed His blood. He
,can justly forgive because CHRIST died the death which His people
deserve. "He was wounded for our transgressions." It is "with
His stripes" that we who believe on Him are healed. The wages
.of our sin is death, but CHRIST died for our sins. He suffered the
penalty in our stead. He suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust.
His people are redeemed from the curse of the law, because He was
made a cUl.'se for them. There is no condemnation for them,
,because CHRiST was condemned in their stead.
GOD .cleanses His people from all unrighteousness, but He
.cleanses them with the blood of JESUS CHRIST His SON. Let us
beware of letting go this great truth. Apart from the shedding of
(CHRIST'S blood there is no remission of sin, but" we have redemp,tion through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins, according to
,the riches of His grace" (Eph. i. 7). GOD welcomes the penitent
,and believing sinner: on the ground of what CHRIST did for him.
It is b.ecause " CHRIST was once offered to bear the sins of many"
that GOD says of those who repair to Him, "their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more" (Heb. ix. 28; x. 17)..
Be of good comfort, then, ye who are burdened with a sense of
.your sins, and ate longing to be assured of pardon. GOD is a
refuge for every penitent and believing sinner. Come to :aim
trusting in CHRIST'sbIQod and righteousness, and He will abun.dantly pardon all your sins. He will be merciful to your unright"
eousness, and your sins.. and iniquities -,viII He remember no more.
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When His people are in trouble of any kind GOD may be known.
to them as a refuge.
The troubles of GOD'S people are many and varied. There are
domestic troubles, business troubles, financial troubles, troubles.
arising from within, and troubles external. Oppression and persecution are heavy trials. How many of the saints of GOD have to<
suffer for their faithfulness to GOD and His truth and cause.
J oseph, Jeremiah, Daniel, Micaiah, had thus to suffer. Theapostles and early Christians illustrate the truth that "all that
will live godly in CHRIST JESUS shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim.
iii. 12). Rejection for the truth's sake is hard to bear, especially
when some of GOD'S people reject others more faithful than themselves. A child of GOD may sometimes be greatly depressed and'
utterly cast down because his faithful testimony is rejected.,
Whatever form the trials and troubles of GOD'S people may take"
they may still know GOD as a refuge. He knows their case, and
can sympathize with them as no earthly friend can. As a father
pitieth his children, the LORD pitieth them that fear Him. As.
a mother tenderly comforts her sobbing child, so the LORD is theComforter of His tried people. He can overrule their mistakes
for good, and though all men forsake them He will never forsake'
them. "The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a
refuge in times of trouble" (Ps. ix. 9). "Trust in Him at all
times, ye people; pour out your heart before Him: GOD is a
refuge for us" (Ps. lxii. 8).
Sometimes our experience may lead us to say, "I looked on
my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would
know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul. I cried
unto Thee, 0 LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion
in the land of the living" (Ps. cxlii. 4, 5). All human comforters
may fail, "but GOD is the strength of my heart, and my portion
for ever" (Ps. lxxiii. 26).
"When every earthly prop gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay."
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Sometimes our troubles may be due to our own failures and'
indiscretions, but even then our GOD will stand by us and console'Us. Our prayer may rightly be, "Be merciful unto me, 0 GOD,.
be ~erciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in Thee: yea, in the
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shadow of Thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities
be overpast" (Ps. Ivii. 1).
Fourthly, He is a STRONG refuge for His peop~e.
Some places of refuge are very flimsy, and will not stand the
force of a storm. We read of those who said, "We have made lies
our refuge, and under falsehood have we hid ourselves." Of such
the LORD says, " The hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, and
the waters shall overflow the hiding place" (Isa. xxviii. 15, 17).
When the flood came in Noah's time, no doubt multitudes
sought refuge from the rising waters, but only those who were in
the Divinely provided ark were safe.
They who make the LORD their refuge are absolutely safe and
secure. They can say, "Thou art my strong refuge" (Ps. lxxi. 7).
They that trust in Him shall be as Mount Zion which cannot be
removed, but abideth for ever. He has been to His people "a
strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge
from the storm. a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall" (Isa. xxv. 4).
He is an impregnable fortress to His people.
Lastly, He is the only sure and abiding refuge of His people.
All other places of refuge may fail. He will never fail His trust-,
ing people. He is "the eternal GOD" and "the eternal GOD is
thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms" (Detit.
xxxiii. 27).
" Other refuge have I none;
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee."
He has been the dwelling place of His people in all generations.
They can say, "The LORD of hosts is with us; the GOD of Jacob
is our refuge" (Ps. xlvi. 11).
Is He, dear readers, known in our homes and in our hearts as
a refuge ~ We read, " They that know Thy Name will put their
trust in Thee: for Thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek
Thee" (Ps. ix. 10).
The LORD'S people need GOD for their refuge. They need the
comfort and the security which taking refuge in Him secures.
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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" When tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the Word, by
and by he is offended."-MATTHEw xiii. 2i.,
OUR Lord is here explaining the Parable of the Sower. The seed
represents the Word of God, or the Gospel. The various kinds
Of ground represent the different conditions of the hearts of those
who hear the Word.
The stony or rocky ground represents one who hears the Word,
., and anon with joy receiveth it; yet hath he not root in himself,
but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth
because of the Word, by and by he is offended." Thus in his
case the Gospel Word takes no real and permanent root, and hence
when the testing time comes his profession is manifested as empty
and unreal. He stumbleth and manifests thereby that his professed Christian walk was not in the narrow way which leadeth
unto life.
Our Lord's words show that" tribulation or persecution because
of the Word" comes to all who profess to welcome Gospel truth,
and to identify themselves with Christ. If our profession is real,
then no amount of tribulation because of the Word will move us
away from the hope of the Gospel. By Divine grace we shall
" hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto
the end" (Heb. iii. 6). Those in whom a real work of grace has
been begun, "are not of them who draw back unto perdition;
but of them that believe to the saving of the soul " (Heb. x. 39).
Now there is much teaching in the Word of God on the subject
of tribulation, and it is on that subject we now -propose to write,
trusting to the enlightenment and teaching of the Spirit to enable
us to, write Sctipturally and helpfully. The word translated
"tribulation," occurs forty-five times in the New Testament. In
twenty-one instances it is translated "tribulation," and in seventeen places it is translated "affliction." ,Once it is translated
"anguish" (Jolui xvi. 21), once by the word" persecution" (Acts
xi. ,19), and, three times it is translated by the word" trouble"
(1 Cor. vii. 28; 2 Cor. i. 4, 8).
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Let us now seek to collect together the main teaching on this
important subject.
1. First, we are taught that tribulation or persecution for Ohrist's
3ake is the appointed portion 0/ all true believers.
Our Lord teaches this truth. Speaking to His disciples, He says,
«Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted (literally, unto
tribulation), and shall kill you; and ye shall be hated of all nations

for My Name's sake" (Matt. xxiv. 9). On the night of His betrayal
He taught His disciples the same truth: "In the world," He
said, "ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have
overcome the world" (John xvi. 33).
The Apostle Paul teaches this truth. He exhorted the new
disciples "to continue in the faith, and that we must through
much tribulation (literally, many tribulations) enter into the
kingdom of God" (Acts xiv. 22). The Thessalonian converts
"received the Word in much affliction (tribulation), with joy of
the Holy Ghost;" and the Apostle wrote and said, "that no man
should be moved by these afflictions (tribulations): for yourselves
know that we are appointed thereunto." The apostle had told them
this when he was with them (1 Thess. iii. 3, 4).
The Apostle John teaches this truth. He represents the whole
Church in glory as having passed through tribulation. " These
are they which came out of great tribulation" (Rev. vii. 14).
Accordingly all the saints of God have had to pass through tribulation for Christ's sake, and for the truth's sake. Abel suffered at
the ltands of his wicked brother. Noah must have suffered as
" a preacher of righteousness" at the hands of " the world of the
ungodly." Lot's life was in danger from the men of Sodom (Gen.
xix. 9-'-11).. Joseph was hated by his brethren, sold into Egypt
and cruelly maligned by his mistress, and unjustly imprisoned by
his master; "but God was with him, and delivered him out of
all his afflictions (tribulations) " (Acts vii. 9, 10). The three young
men were cast into the burning fiery furnace, and Daniel was
flung to the lions, because of. their fidelitj to God and His truth.
When our Lord was predicting the troubles which would come
upon His people, He said, "So persecuted they the prophets which
were before you" (Matt. v. 12).' Jeremiah and Micaiah are notable
instances' of this.
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When we come to the New Testament, we find our Lord Himself
had to suffer great tribulation. He was despised and rejected of
men, hated without a cause, and though absolutely sinless He was
condemned by the professing Church and crucified. Though He
was the anointed of God, Herod, Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles
and the children of Israel, gathered together and by wicked hands
crucified and slew Him. He was" the Just One," an~\,yet the
leading ecclesiastics of the day became His "betrayers. and murderers" (Acts vii. 52).
The whole history of the early Church demonstrates the same
truth. Stephen was stoned to death; Jerusalem believers were
committed to prison and some put to death; James the brother
of John was killed with the sword; the apostles were imprisoned
and beaten; and yet they were enabled to rejoice" that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for His Name" (Acts v. 18,40,41).
Paul gives his experience in these words, " The Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions (tribulations)
abide me" (Acts xx. 23).
There can be no doubt that tribulation or persecution for Christ's
sake is the appointed portion of all God's people to the end of time
(see Rev. i. 9).
The persecutions of the Christians in the first centuries of the
Christian era, the persecutions of the Waldenses and Albigenses,
the awful persecutions of the Dutch Protestants as recorded in
Motley's Rise and Fall of the Dutch Republic, the horrors of the
Inquisition, and the awful sufferings of our own martyrs in Mary's
reign, followed by the persecutions of the Puritans, of whom
Bunyan's twelve years in Bedford Gaol is a notable example, all
show how true are the predictions of our Lord and His apostles
as to tribulations which are certain to come on all true saints of
God. "All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12).
No doubt the intensity of such troubles varies in degree. We
in England are enjoying a large measure of immunity from sufferings because of the liberties which have been won for us by the
courage and faithfulness of the saints in former times. But even
now every child of God must suffer more or less in proportion to
his faithfulness. If we go forth fully unto Christ without the
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camp and stand by His cross, so to speak, we shall have to bear
Hi~ reproach. Many Christians fail to be out and out on the
I,ord's side. This may be partly due to neglect of the Scriptures
and neglect of prayer. They are not fully instructed as to the
whole-hearted separation from evil principles and practices which
should mark all the followers of Christ. Hence there is much
compromise with error in doctrine, and compromise with worldliness in the professing Church. Their sufferings for Christ's sake
are therefore less in degree than the sufferings of those who humbly
and courageously stand for the full truth of the Gospel, and break
aw:ay from the evil customs and worldly methods and ways which
have gained such a firm footing in the professing Church.
Some people suggest that God's love to His people is such that
He would not allow them to pass through severe tribulation.
Such a doctrine is a contradiction both of the teaching of God's
Word and of the facts of history.
Tribulation is not a strange thing in the experience of God's
people. It has shown itself all through the history of God's people
from the beginning to the present day. Hence the Apostle Peter
wrote, "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto
you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also .
with exceeding joy" (1 Pet. iv. 12, 13).
2. Secondly, we are taught how God's people should seek to bear
their troubles.
They should seek to bear them cheerfully. " Be of good cheer,"
Christ says in view of tribulation, "I have overcome the world."
The apostles rejoiced "that they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for His Name" (Acts v. 41). The Apostle Paul could say,
"Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you" (Col. i. 24). The
Hebrew Christians "took joyfully the spoiling of their goods,"
knowing that they had in heaven "a better and an enduring
substance" (Heb. x. 34). Our Lord said, " Rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven."
Tribulations should, by Divine grace, be borne courageously..
The Apostle Paul said, "None of these things move me" (Acts
xx. 24).
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Patience should also mark the troubled people of God: "Patient
in tribulation" (Rom. xii. 12).
3. Thirdly, think of the comfort associated with tribulation for
Christ's sake.
The Lord Himself knows our troubles. That is a comfort.
Our sorrows and trials are known to Him. He says, "I know
thy works, and tribulation and poverty" (Rev. ii. 9). The
troubled ones can count upon Divine comfort. The God of all
comfort "comforteth us in all our tribulation." He is a God
Who " comforteth those that are cast down" (2 Cor. i. 4; vii. 6).
Then, our present tribulation is comparatively light and momentary. "Our light affliction (tribulation), which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory"
(2 Cor. iv. 17).
. Moreover, none of our tribulations, however severe, are evidences
of Christ's failure to love us. We can ask, "Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ .~ Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword'~ . . . Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us" (Rom. viii. 35, 37).
4: Finally, we are taught that God will visit penal and everlasting
tribulation upon those who trouble His people and who reject Ohrist.
The apostle teaches that upon those who are contentious and
do not obey the truth will come, "Tribulation and anguish, upon
every soul of man that doeth evil; of the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile" (Rom. ii. 9).
Finally, the apostle, having spoken of all the" persecutions an9tribulations" which the Thessalonian saints endured, goes onto
say, "It is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation
to themthattroublt3 you; and to you who are troubled rest with
us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels" (2 Thess. i. 4, 6, 7).
Thus the tribulations of God's saints will eventually be eternally
terminated, and an" eternal weight of glory" shall be their portion.
The tribulations of God's people.are not easy to bear, but God is
able to make all grace abound to His troubled people, and by
His grace they can look beyond their present trials for Christ's
sake to their great reward in heaven. "Rejoice and be.exceed-
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ing glad: for great is your reward in heaven" (Matt. v. 12).
The rapid development of error and false doctrine makes it likely
that the tribulations of those whq stand firm and walk in the old
paths will increase. Prophecy indicates a great falling away from
the truth and the persecution of those who stand fast in the faith.
The Lord, however, will never forsake His people, and He will
strengthen and support them with His hand of power. May we
have grace to choose "rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt"
(Heb. xi. 25, 26).
THE EDITOR.
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"ON MINE ARM SHALL THEY TRUST."ISAIAH li. 5.
IN seasons of severe trial, the Christian has nothing on earth that he
can trust to, and is therefore compelled to cast himself on his God
alone. When his vessel is on its beam-ends, and no human deliverance
can avail, he must simply and entirely trust himself to the providence
and care of God. Happy storm that wrecks a man on such a rock as
this! 0 blessed hurricane that drives the soul to God and God alone!
There is no getting at our God sometimes because of the multitude of
our friends; but when a man is so poor, so friendless, so helpless that
he has nowhere else to turn, he flies into his Father's arms, and. is
blessedly clasped therein! When he is burdened with troubles so
pressing and so peculiar, that he cannot tell them to any but his God,
he may be thankful for them; for he will learn more of his Lord then
than at aIJ,y other time. Oh, tempest-tossed believer, it is a happy
trouble that drives thee to thy Father! Now that thou hast only thy
God to trust to, see that thou puttest thy full confidence in Him.
Dishonour not thy Lord and Master by unworthy doubts and fears;
but be strong in faith, giving glory to God. Show the world that thy
God is worth ten thousand worlds to thee. Show rich men how rich
thou art in thy poverty when the Lord God is thy helper. Show the
strong man how strong thou art in thy weakness when underneath
thee are the everlasting arms. Now is the time for feats of faith and
valiant exploits. Be strong and very courageous, and the Lord thy
God shall certainly, as surely as He built the heavens and the earth,
glorify Himself in thy weakness, and magnify His might in the midst
of thy distress. The grandeur of the arch of heaven would be spoiled
if the sky were supported by a single visible column, and your faith
would lose its glory if it rested on anything discernible by the carnal
eye. May the Holy Spirit give you to rest in Jesus this closing day
of the month.-O. H. Spurgeon's "Morning by Morning."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" Remember the word unto 'Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused
me to hope."-PsALM cxix. 49.
WE sing with hearts warmed from time to time with dear John Kent,
" With David's Lord ~nd ours, a covenant once was made,
Whose bonds are firm and sure, Whose glories never fade."

And the verse under our consideration at this time may suggest that
the sweet Psalmist of Israel was harking back to the Covenant word
of promise (see 2 Sam. vii. 16-29), and one likes to note also that this
text is found in the seventh part of this psalm; seven in Scripture being
always figurative of perfection. There is always perfection in the
Covenant promises of our God Who has " sworn in His holiness and
will not lie unto David." Before we proceed further with our meditation let us think first of David's Lord and that Everlasting Covenant
made with Him in the eternal Councils." For we cannot read the
Psalms without finding "a greater than" David "is here," and so
much that was the language of Jehovah's obedient servant, that some
great writer has suggested that we might read through this long Psalm
of 176 verses as words from the Divine lips of Him in His youth when
we are told nothing of those years in His hidden life as " The Carpenter's
Son" and." subject unto His parents." But of this we do know,
" Thou spakest in vision to Thine Holy One," and therefore He could
plead with His Father as the Suffering Man, "Remember the word
unto Thy servant." Remember that upon which Thou causedst me to
hope" even when I was upon my mother's breasts."
What, too, was He able to declare unto His Father in that momentous
" hour" where He lifts the veil as it were and all graciously and compassionately allows His little band of followers to hear His prayer to
His Father. "For I have given unto them the words which Thou
gavest Me: and they have received them and have known surely that
I came out from Thee, and they have believed that Thoudidst send
Me." . . . "I have given them Thy Word" (John xvii. 8,14). Thus
the Incarnate Word Himself could speak and declare how the words
given of His Heavenly Father (" Who first trusted in Christ" for all
the eternal welfare of His seed) had been kept and honoured, and were
thus made the sure ground-work of comfort and blessing to every
member of His mystical Body.
" They that fear Thee will be glad when they see Me; because I have
hoped in Thy word" (cxix. 74).
And thus is the word " given" and made known to the heart of ,
every believer, a Covenant word that cannot be broken; it is sealed
by the Blood of the Everlasting Covenant and is sure ground to plead
upon! Thus the Psalmist prays with holy confidence, "Remember
the word unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope,"
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and read in the light of what is afore written, it is as sweet honey to our
taste, as we view Jesus as Son of Man condescendingly putting language
into our lips-He, pleading with His Father as " Servant," and claiming
to be remembered upon the ground of Covenant oath and sworn word
of faithfulness.
" He was heard in that He feared." And think of the comfort this
brings to the exercised heart of every child of God, that not a single
member of His mystical Body can be overlooked, sent unsatisfied
away, or forgotten. As surely as Jesus was remembered of His Father,
so not the least" bone" in His Body shall be broken by being cut off,
or cast away.
.
That would indeed be an impossibility of Him Who knows not the
shadow of a change; but He puts this language into our lips, well
knowing our frailty and fears and sinful infirmities, and how apt we
are when things go contrary to our expectations and our prayers seem
all crossed, to cry out in the bitterness of our soul, " Hath God forgotten
to be gracious ~" Though all else "may forget," His word shall
stand. Yet will I not forget thee."
Oh, no! our" God is not unrighteous to forget," yet it is our necessity
and our comfort to be His remembrancers; to put His promises before
Him, " I will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Israel to do it
for them." "Remember the word unto Thy servant upon which Thou
hast caused me to hope." Some old writer has truly said, " God giveth
us to do what He biddeth us to do." Thus do we present the plea in
the assurance of faith, that He, Who magnified every word and made
honourable His Covenant, will make the promise good in our experience.
When assailed by the tempter how did He resist him victoriously by
declaring" man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of God." And have not you and I,
fellow-believer, at times in our grateful and joyous experience, exclaimed
with the prophet, " Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy
Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am called
by Thy Name" (Jer. xv. 16). Moreover, God's words are to be laid
up in the heart. "All the words that I shall speak unto Thee, receive
in Thine heart and hear with thine ears" (Ezek. iii. 10). God's" word"
likewise is to be hid in the heart (Ps. cxix. ll), to be kept (1 Tim. vi. 20).,
and held fast as under lock and key (Rev. ii. 25), and to be pleaded at
the mercy-seat and presented at the Bank of Faith. How compassionately He supplies us when we thus" venture nigh." "Take with
you words and turn unto the Lord and say." And what do you and I
need to say unto Him ~ Ah! it is safe ground of approach when we
begin with our burden and beg of His mercy to " remove this load of
sin." Just like the poor Prodigal Son, " Father I have sinned," and
like the Publican in the temple, " God be merciful to me the sinner."
And the all-compassionate Heavenly Father thus puts words into the
lips of His burdened, contrite, sin-convinced people, and tells them to
say, " Take away all iniquity and receive us graciously" (Hosea xiv. 2).
David may have been in deep exercise of soul when he uttered this
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prayer. We know there were times when if he " kept silence his hones
waxed old through his roaring all the day long." He said this when
feeling the burden of sin intolerable. But in the text before us, he is
possibly in a deep exercise of soul concerning the Covenant promise
and the seeming death upon that promise. He has mourned the
grievous loss of his son Absalom; and" the child" also of Uriah's
wife is dead; and yet he has had the promise, " And thine house and
thy kingdom shall be established for ever before Thee; Thy throne shall
be established for ever." And still his" house is not so with God."
But blessed be David's God and yours and mine, fellow-believer,
our hearts can by that undying, because Divinely implanted, faith, rise
above everything which seems to crush our hope and blast our utmost
expectation. We can say, " Yet hath He made with me an everlasting
Covenant, ordered in all things and sure, this is all my salvation and
all my desire, although He make it not to grow."
It is like the prophet Habakkuk who said, " Although the fig tree
shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines: the labour of the
olive shall fail and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall he
cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will
rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation" (iii. 17-18).
Although! Yet! And in God's own time and way, we sha,ll see His
wonder-working plan of keeping us waiting and trying our faith, that
the" yet" of all those adverse days and trying providences will give us
in the blessed " afterward" of sanctified waiting, to prove how all the
Covenant plan was full of love and graciousness from the Wisdom of God.
The calling to remembrance, too, of the tender dealings, kind providences and wondrous deliverances of former days are encouragements
to faith, and strengthen our hope that He will yet be gracious and will
still have us plead the promises, well knowing how His quickening
words yield strong consolation. God's remembrance of His word is
His servant's hope; God's quickening power in that word is his comfort
under the affiiction.
It is the office of the Holy Spirit to bring the word to His people's
remembrance and give them the plea at the mercy-seat. When we
plead" remember the word," it is that He has spoken the word. He
remembers it, and will bring all things to their remembrance whatsoever He hath spoken unto them, through" Another Comforter," as He
promised. Solid ground for pleading, since it is the word of the faithful
Promiser Himself; the word which has been spoken from the Eternal
Throne and from the lips of Him Who cannot lie, and which as " God's
sworn word holds Him to a perpetual obligation," as we once heard the
beloved Mr. Ormiston say with all reverence and deep humility.
Now, child of God, has it been or is it still your happy and com~ort
able and sacred privilege to draw near the mercy-seat with the words
of our text upon your lips, and thus to remind your faithful Covenantkeeping God that there was a promise spoken to you in the long ago,
and though faith has been long and sorely tried, yet there is that
" word" upon which you have hoped? It may be that you are still
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waiting to see the salvation of your God in a loved one, very near
and dear to your heart, and yet a stranger to grace and to God. And
for such you have plied the mercy-seat, till weary and worn with long
years of waiting, and yet you cannot give up. "The word" upon
which you have" hoped" all through these years of exercise keeps
you from fainting and utter despair, and so you come again and again
with renewed desires and hope, and lay it before the mercy-seat. And
thus, through the work of the Holy Spirit renewing, reviving, energizing,
you will repeat your visits to His Throne of grace until like the
Canaanite woman you will hear Him say, "0 woman, great is thy
faith, be it unto thee even as thou wilt." Or it may be that some have
lacked assurance of their salvation and been all their life-time in bondage
through fear. They could not see their evidences, and mourned an
absent Lord, and consequently went mourning and lacked the joys of
salvation. Deep down in their hearts, they knew the Lord read their
love and longing for Him, and that nothing else would satisfy them.
And perhaps just as faith seemed to be at expiring point, and they
cried out that they could not be amongst His people or it would be so
different with them, they have brought to their remembrance a promise
spoken long years ago, and this revives hope and comfort once more.
I recall such a case of a beloved friend many thousands of miles
away, but with whom a warm and heartfelt correspondence was
sustained. In one of her letters she mourned that after all, and at the
end of a long life, she felt" if she were one of His" it would be so different
with her, and, " oh! that He would assure me He is mine and I am
His." I was led to remind her that she had once long years before
had a promise spoken direct to her heart from the Throne of His grace,
and under very special circumstances of exigency, and that if and since
it was so, she had all, for she had in that one promise the Christ of
the promises and in Whom " all the promises are Yea and Amen to
the glory of God by us." The Lord most graciously used that to her
comfort and renewal of hope.
Hath He once spoken to you, beloved reader? Oh, hold Him fast.
Continue to urge your suit; wrestle against all the opposing foes
without and within and plead again and again: "Remember the word
unto Thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope," and
sooner or later, in His own time and way, you will see your cheque
honoured at the bank of faith, and a full reward be given thee from
Him under Whose wings thou hadst sheltered and trusted. It is a high
attainment of faith this! When we cannot only be sure within the
heart that we are longing for the fulfilment of that word, but can
also cast it upon the Lord Who gave it, now to bring it to fruition.
" Remember" that word, Lord, upon which Thy servant has hoped
for BO long. "Remember" it in Thy mercy and sworn faithfulness,
and let it be the ground of rejoicing and thanksgiving in the assurance
that not one word Thou hast spoken will fail, not one word fall to the
ground, but the performance of each in their season be to Thine Eternal
Glory.
R.
29
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THE CHRISTIAN IN CHRIST JESUS.
A SERMON PREACHED IN BETHESDA CHAPEL, DUBLIN, BY THE LATE
REV. W. H. KRAUSE, M.A., ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 1849.
" But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteou.sness, and sanctification, and redemption."1 CORINTHIANS i. 30.
I HAVE often had occasion to say to you, brethren, that I believe the
drift of the apostle's argument in this chapter is very much misunderstood.
I shall briefly remind you of the matter which the apostle had in
hand when he wrote this, and the after chapters of this Epistle.
You learn from the twelfth verse of this chapter, what the state of the
Corinthian Church was, when the Apostle Paul addressed his letter to
it. Sects and parties had been formed amongst them; some followed
Paul, some Apollos, sOIl).e Cephas, while some, who, perhaps, assumed
much more of a spiritual character than others, said they had nothing
to do with Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, but that they followed Christ.
The apostle, under the teaching and direction of the Holy Ghost,
sets himself to work to correct this false notion; he shows that all the
good that is done to a man's soul, is not by the skill, or by the power,
or by any other quality possessed by the man, who is the instrument
which God condescends to use; and he shows that there is a great
principle upon which God acts in this matter; which principle you
find stated in the verse immediately preceding our text: that" No
flesh should glory in His presence." So that, as the apostle says, in
the fifth verse of the next chapter, "Their faith should not stand
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God."
It has been thought by many, that the apostle, in order to break
down the self-righteousness, pride, and boasting of man, uses this
argument, that God has so little respect of persons, that He does not
take the great ones of the earth, and convert them, but that He takell
those who are counted the off-scouring of the world, and that He
makes them His people.
This is not the argument of the ?-postle at all. He saYIl, "Ye lIee
your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble are called." The words in italics
are not in the original, they have been put in by our translators, and
this has led to the misinterpretation of the passage. The argument
is this, You see what kind of instrumentality God uses, not such as you
and I should choose, but He has taken the base things of the world, and
the things which are despised, and He has made use of them for the
carrying out of His own purposes.
If you take the first and second chapters of this Epistle, I think it
will be clearly established in your minds, that this is the subject which
the apostle has in hand. He wants to show the great simplicity of the
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Gospel; that it was not the wisdom of Paul, or of Apollos, that could
convert a soul, but that God must do the work from beginning to end.
And so again, he shows that God was not pleased to send wise and
learned philosophers to overthrow the errors that abounded in the
heathen world, or that existed amongst the Jews; but that His own
Word, delivered by His own servants, was the only instrumentality
that He used, in order to pull down the strongholds of the enemy;
that His poor servants were just to blow their rams' horns, as they
did of old around the city of Jericho, and that all opposing barriers
should fall flat before such an inadequate instrumentality, as we should
say.
Then, mark, after he has been speaking of the kind of instrumentality
that God uses, he says, " but of Him are ye in Christ Jesus." It is not
of Paul, nor of Apollos, nor of Cephas, but" of Him are ye in Christ
Jesus"; showing that it is the grand work of God to put the soul into
Christ.
In the text which I have read to you, there are three things presented
to us. You have the nature of a Christian's calling and standing, that
he is in Christ. You have the large and complete provision that is
made for the man who is in Christ; that Christ is made of God unto
that man (whoever he is), "wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." Then (though not in the exact order in
which the words occur) you have the Source and the efficient Cause of
all this-God Himself. " Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus."
Now, brethren, I do not purpose at this time to bring the whole of
this large' subject under your consideration; but it has occurred to me
that at this season of the year, when our minds are directed to the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the errand on which He came, it
might be profitable to take up a course of subjects that would lead us
to see what is treasured up in the Lord Jesus Christ. So that, if we be
intelligent hearers of these things, and if we be intelligent believers of
them, when the time comes-when, if the Lord will, we shall meet
together to commemorate the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, our
hearts may go out in a very intelligent manner, to bless God for such
a Saviour as the Lord Jesus Christ.
I purpose on this occasion to confine your attention merely to two
of the subjects of which I have been speakingFirst, the nature of the Christian's calling and standing-he is " in
Christ."
Secondly, The Source and the efficient Cause of it-" of Him are ye
in Christ Jesus."
If we are permitted, upon the successive Sabbath days, we shall
~how you what Scripture teaches us of Christ being made the wisdom,
the righteousness, the sanctification, and the redemption of his people.
The nature of a Christian's c~lling and standing is here declaredhe is " in Ohrist." Now, brethren, familiar as the expression is to us
all, I doubt very much whether we could all give an intelligent explanation of it.
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Before we go into the consideration of this subject, let me tell you
two things; because if God be pleased to bless what I say, I want to
fasten this truth upon your- minds, that to be a Christian at all you
must be in Ohrist-you cannot get rid of the expression; what you
want is to understand it. I tell you there is no Christianity lower
than that, being" in Christ"; this is the being of a Christian. Now,
to have a knowledge of this, to be expert in handling the subject for
our own soul's comfort, is the well-being of a Christian. If you are
not in Christ, you are not Christians; and if you are in Christ, and are
still full of your doubts and your difficulties about the matter, still
hesitating about receiving all the precious truths of the Gospel, I say
that this most materially affects your well-being, as a Christian. I do
not unchristianize such persons, but I say, they ought to take the
Word of God and see what God says; they ought to walk round about
this Zion, and tell the towers thereof, mark well her bulwarks and
consider her palaces.
I must remind you that the Scripture abounds with this form of
expression, "in Ohrist." I scarcely know where to begin, in order to
present it to you in any kind of proper arrangement, because every
Christian blessing of which I read in Scripture, is given to the child of
God, in virtue of his being in Ohrist. But I must begin somewhere;
and I would just beg of you to take the 1st of Ephesians. I choose
this passage because it presents, in one cluster, as it were, all those
great truths that we might afterwards open out in detail. The apostle
there expresses thanksgiving unto God, Who, as he says in the third
verse, has" blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in
Ohrist." Then after having laid this down, as the great basis upon
which the Christian has to build his comfort or enjoyment, the apostle
begins to tell what is built upon it; he tells us of being " chosen in
Ohrist "-a very remarkable expression. He tells us, in the sixth
verse, of being " accepted in the Beloved"; the seventh verse, "in.
Whom we have redemption through His blood"; the eleventh verse,
"in Whom also we have obtained an inheritance." In the second
chapter, the apostle reminds these Ephesian people, that there was
a time when they had nothing to do with Christ at all, as to their faith
in Him or knowledge of Him; but he says, " Now, in Ohrist Jesus, ye
who sometimes were far off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ."
The twenty-first verse, "in Whom all the building, fitly framed
together, groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom ye also·
are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit."
And then, when we go a little further on in the Epistle, we find the
apostle saying, "Ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light
in the Lord." When I turn to other epistles, as, for instance, to the
eighth of Romans, I am told that" there is now no condemnation to
them which are in Ohrist Jesus"; so that, in short, we might run
through every page of the New Testament, the Gospels as well as the
Epistles, and show you how continually the Scripture brings this before
the minds of God's people, that they are in Oh'rist; and to sum up all,.
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the apostle tells us in the second of Colossians, " Ye are
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We ask you, brethren, to take your Bibles, and let it be your study
from day to day, to try to discern what a Christian man is, solely, by
his being in Christ.
All those passages which we have quoted from God's Word, bring
out a great doctrine which, however familiar it may be in your ears,
we must repeat over and over again from this place; I refer to the
great doctrine of the mystical union between Christ and His Church.
It is a great doctrine of Scripture, that the Church has been in union
with Christ from all eternity; so that a man did not become a member
of Christ's mystical body, when Christ died on the cross; he does not
become a member of Christ's mystical body, when he believes the
truth; but before the foundation of the world, this union has subsisted
between Christ and every individual member of His Church-that
Church given to Him by the Father-the individual members known
to Him by name, all mystically united to Him from everlasting, as
the Body, of which He is the Head. What is the meaning of that
passage in the ninth verse of the first chapter of second Timothy, where
the apostle tells us that we are saved" not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus, before the world began" 1 Now, I do say there must be great
perverseness of the mind, there must be very downright opposition to
the plain declarations of God's Word, when men resist these things.
It is a great doctrine of Scripture, that the Church has been, from
everlasting, the mystical body of Christ--what faith does in the matter,
we shall tell you by and by.
Now we shall take up a little of your time in showing you that there
is a necessity for our being in Christ (if we are ever to be saved at all),
whether it be in our natural state, or in our state of grace. A Christian
man sees that his only salvation is, his being in Christ. I need not
remind you what Scripture tells us of the natural ruin and alienation
of man from God; his utter bankruptcy as to what is good; his utter
insolvency as to being able in any measure to make an atonement for
himself or to present himself before God, in a righteousness which
God must have. We will assert that the natural man must be put into
Christ, if he is ever to stand before God; because he has not in himself
one single redeeming quality, he is an utterly ruined creature; he is
"dead in trespasses and sins"; "alienated from the life of God,
through the ignorance that is in him"; he is blind; he cannot see.
Read the third of Romans, in which the natural state of man is presented to us. These passages show us, that man is in such an utterly
ruined state, that it is totally impossible for him to save himself, and
that, therefore, if he is to be saved at all, he must be in Christ. He
wants such an atonement as Christ only, could make for the sinner;
and it does seem to me to be trampling on the truth most fearfully,
when the Word tells us, " that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners"; when, notwithstanding this, men imagine that His blood

-I

.,(

434

The GosPel Magazine

does not take away sin. The man who tells me he must add something
to the work of Christ, is trampling on the blood of Christ; and the
man who tells me that Christ's blood has been shed, and that men may,
after all, not get anything by it, is trampling on the efficacy of that
blood.
So much as to the necessity for our being in Christ, in our natural
state. We have seen that a man must be put into Christ in order that
he may be saved; but now, what shall we say of such an one when he is
in a state of grace 1. Every Christian amongst us, under the teaching
of the Holy Ghost, is learning that he wants Christ, and that he will
want Him as much on the last day of his life, when he is just waiting
to receive the crown which God is about to put upon his head, as he
did on the first day of his spiritual life, when, as a poor bankrupt sinner,
God made him believe the wonderful things which are laid up for him
in the everlasting Covenant of grace.
I shall give you one passage on this subject from the Gospels, and
one from the Epistles. When the Lord Jesus Christ wanted to teach
that lesson to His Disciples, which His poor servant is now, looking up
for His help and guidance, trying to teach you; when He spake that
parable of the vine and the branches, He said, "Without Me ye can
do nothing." I am not one of those who say that the Christian man
does not feel the pressure of sin, and the need of forgiveness. I thank
God, that He has taught me the blessedness of sitting under the drops
of that bloody cross. I thank God that He teaches me the value of
that blood, from day to day; I wish I could say, from moment to
moment. I wanted that blood before I came into this pulpit; I want
it while I am preaching; I shall want it when I have finished this
sermon; I shall want it when I go home; and, I say, every Christian
wants that blood.
Take another passage, the twentieth verse of the second of Galatians.
Now, mark what the Apostle Paul says of himself, and Paul was a wise
man; he was no fool; and whatever he may have been in himself, he
wrote by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. He says, "I am crucified
with Christ, nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ;
and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son
of God." Oh, he felt he was a dependent creature.
There is a necessity, brethren, for this great truth being understood
by us; there is a necessity for our being in Christ, whether it be in
a state of nature, that we must be put into Christ, or in a state of grace
.that we must be kept by Him.
We shall, in the next place, endeavour to set before you what is
comprehended by being in Christ. We want to go a little deeper into
the subject, whether men can understand us or not. We know that
no man can understand spiritual things, but the man who is taught
of God the Holy Ghost; but who knows how God the Holy Ghost may
be present with us at this time, teaching these truths most marvellously
to men 1
I learn from the Word of God, that this union between Christ and
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the soul is a spiritual, a real union; such a union as Bubeists between
the vine and the branches; between the members of the body and the
head. I cannot expect a man to be able to enter into these truthe
who has never examined what the Word of God says concerning them.
We want you, brethren, to take up your Bibles, and to study them,
and it may please God to send such a flood of light into your souls,
that you may say-" I never knew there was such a reality in that
expression being 'in Ohrist.' "
The expression represents the complete joining of the believer to
the Lord Jesus Ohrist, as actually and as really as the branch in the
vine. You cannot see it; I cannot give you a drawing of it; I can
only tell you what God says of it. There is a putting of the soul into
Ohrist, just as the branch is in the vine; so that it has its life in Ohrist ;
and more-that the soul, thus united to Ohrist, is as safe as the Lord
Jesus Ohrist Himself; that that soul (so Scripture says) is "risen
with Him."
Here, then, is an actual work; but we must go farther into tbis
subject, because we want to explain it-I mean as far as God has
explained it. Though I cannot teach men these tbings, yet I can
speak of them; and God blesses the Word, and thus teaches men to
understand these great truths. Being "in Ohrist" comprehends,
then, not only real, actual union to the Lord Jesus Ohrist, but also the
security of the man who is in Ohri.st, as a member of His body; insomuch, that he is " accepted in Ohrist "; he is seen in Ohrist; he is one
with Ohrist, and he is a partaker of all that Ohrist has.
Again, tbis union between the believing soul and Ohrist is an indissoluble union.
0, it is a miserable system that is abroad in the world; that would
teach a man, either that he must keep himself, or that when put into
Ohrist, by the Holy Ghost, and according to the everlasting purpose
of God, he may be taken out of that blessed standing, and, after all,
perish. There would be no comfort to the believing man, if he did
not know that he is safe in Ohrist-that he is " made to sit in heavenly
places in Him "-or, to use another Scripture expression, that" hill
life is hid with Ohrist in God." Such an expression seems to put the
soul in the highest position in wbich it can be placed.
.
Remember, we have told you, that tbis is an actual union between
the soul and Ohrist, by the power of the Holy Ghost. We have told
you what security the soul must have by being joined to Ohrist; and
we have told you that it is an indissoluble union; but we must say one
word more-all the members of the Ohurch of God are partakers of
tbis union, one just as much as another.
You must not tbink, that if you were as good as Paul the Apostle,
then this security would be yours. The most sinful wretch that ever
heard the Gospel, the very moment the Holy Ghost reveals the truth
to bis soul, is privileged to see what has been laid up in the everlasting
Oovenant for bim, as a member of the body of Ohrist. The vilest
sinner upon earth, who puts honour upon God's Word, and says,

~
436

The Gospel Magazine

I believe because God has spoken; that man is warranted to look into
the everlasting Covenant transactions, and to say, BefOl·e the worlds
were, I was given to Christ.
This is a great subject, brethren; we would love to dwell on it much
longer, but we must take up the next point which we proposed for our
consideration at this time, namely, the source and efficient cause of
all this; the apostle says, " Of Him are ye in Christ Jesus." It means,
taking it in its plainest view, that man had nothing to do in the work
at all; that it is as a matter of God's own sovereignty and grace that
any man is in Christ, otherwise the apostle's argument would fall to
the ground. If man could put his fellow-man into Christ, or if he
could put himself into Christ, or if his own righteousness, or his feelings,
or his turnings to God, were to be the cause, or origin, or source of his
being in Christ, all the Scriptures of the New Testament would fall
to the ground-the second chapter of Ephesians would have to be
blotted out from beginning to end; that chapter tells us how God
quickens the dead sinner; how" God Who is rich in mercy, for His
.great love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ."
We want you to understand, that the salvation of the Church of God
was a matter of Covenant arrangement, before the worlds were; that
the saving of the individual sinner was a transaction planned before
the worlds were, when Christ was set up as the mediator of the Church;
that the Church was given to Him; that He saves the Church according
to His Covenant engagement, and that the Holy Ghost tells that
Church that it is saved.
.
You are not to imagine that any part of the office of the Holy Ghost
is to take dead men, and to fit them, by some sanctifying process, to
go to heaven of themselves; the office of the Holy Ghost is to take of
the things of Christ, and to show them to God's people. It is the work
of the Holy Ghost, not to glorify man, but to glorify Christ: to bring
that precious blood home to the heart and conscience of the sinner;
to show him the righteousness in which he stands, even the rigb,teousness of Christ; to show him the faithfulness of a Covenant God in
Ohrist. Then, we say, this union to Christ stands upon the foundation
of God's own sovereign purpose and will; and it is really effected by
the Holy Ghost.
We shall here anticipate an objection that may be made by some;
and, brethren, we do not care how many objections men make, and
how many questions they ask, if they are only anxious for instruction.
Cavillers we deal with in another way; but we rejoice to talk to the
poor inquirer, and to tell him of what God has in His great mercy
taught ourselves. When we say, the Church has been, from everlasting,
united to Christ; we are asked, why, then, are men in their natural
state spoken of as dead men? How could they be in union to Christ,
and yet be dead ? We say, they were as much in union when dead, as
ever they were; but if you ask me, when did these men begin to know
and exhibit their union to the Lord Jesus, I answer, it was in the day
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when the Holy Ghost was pleased to shine into their hearts, with the
full light of the Gospel. So that faith does not bring the man into
union with Christ'(I must go higher than that), but it is faith that puts
the soul into possession of these spiritual blessings. He may have
been, in his minority, bound under the law, but all the time he was an
heir, and the Holy Ghost in due season brings him into possession of
these things, tells him they are his, gives him an eternal interest in
them. The Christian man has eternal life, as much at this moment as
if he were in heaven; the Christian man is as safe as a member of the
body of Christ, as Christ Himself at the right hand of God; but the
experience, the knowledge, the possession, the enjoyment of these
things, is when the soul is enabled by the Holy Ghost to believe the
Gospel of the grace of God.
Now, brethren, if this be Christianity, to be in Christ, and if this be
the work of God that a man is in Christ, what becomes of the Christianity that is abroad in the world 1
Let me here say one word; it may be useful, if God bless it to your
souls.
You often hear men, who would be very wise, and very judicious,
telling you that all this may be God's truth, but that there is great
danger in bringing these doctrines before a congregation. Now,
brethren, I cannot believe that if this be God's truth, it can ever do
injury to any man.
Were I talking to a poor, dark sinner, totally ignorant of the Word
of God, I would not present to that man "the strong meat" of the
Word. I would not speak to him of the precious things of the everlasting Covenant of God's grace; but I would set before him "the
sincere milk of the Word"; I would tell him, that by Jesus Christ
all that believe are delivered from their offences, "justified from all
things from which they could not be justified by the law of Moses."
I would speak to the dead man, and I would tell him, that" the blood
of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from all sin." But this I do
say to this congregation, when I find the Apostle Paul, in the Epistle
to the Hebrews, attaching so much blame to professed Christians,
because, " when for the time they ought to be teachers, they had need
that one should teach them again which be the first principles of the
oracles of God"; then, we say, we must try to bring on the Church
of God, we want to bring men out of the lower forms, we want them to
see the higher things that God has revealed in His blessed Word.
We hold it to be a most important thing, that we should bring these
truths before our congregation, in order, brethren, that you may be
carried on to an intelligent acquaintance with them. My commission,
as a minister of the Gospel, is to "feed the sheep of Christ"; and
God may bless one part of His truth as much as another; God may
bring His sheep into His fold, by whatever word He pleases. But it
does strike me as very remarkable, that those very men who are so
mightily afraid of these truths, and so wonderfully jealous for the
honour of God, though, most probably, they are living to themselves,
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and not to the Lord at all-I say, it does strike me as very remarkable,
that I never hear those men laying hold on the false and evil practices
of those who hold unsound doctrines, and saying, mark the effect
produced by their low views-they always say of such men, that they
are very bad men; but if one who makes a profession of holding the
truths of God's Word does what is wrong, it is always put down to the
doctrines which he holds. Dear brethren, it may be that when men
give utterance to such objections, they are hurling their missiles against
God Himself. We say to such, Take care, lest haply you be found to
fight against God.
Now, I will tell you why I am not afraid as to the consequences of
preaching these truths. I believe that the man who is taught of God
the Holy Ghost is put into Christ, and I believe that the soul, so put
into Christ, will be taken care of; I believe that he will be " kept by
the power of God; through faith unto salvation."
Is there any man who says, All this is very discouraging ~ Let
such an one give his reasons why it should be so. If a man were to
be saved by his own works, or his own righteousness, then, indeed, it
would be most discouraging to tell him, that "there is none other
name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved,"
but the name of Jesus. But let a man ask what encouragement there
is in these truths. I say the only enCOilragement is, that God has
spoken; God the Holy Ghost reveals these things to the soul; and,
I ask, who can exclude us from the enjoyment of them ~ If a man
ask me, May I believe them ~ I say that is a wrong way of putting
it; if he ask, Ought I to believe them? I say, Certainly you ought.
To the man who wants to know whether he may be a partaker of these
things, I say, what has the Holy Ghost spoken? It is by ta:king God's
Word, and believing God's Word, that the soul becomes interested in
these blessings; and the man who does this ought to be a very happy
man; so I learn in the fifteenth chapter of the Epistle to the Romans,
where the apostle prays for the people to whom he wrote, that they
might have" joy and peace in believing."

SERMONETTE.
THE CONVERSION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAILOR.
(ACTS xvi. 23;-34.)
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., RD.
Two prominent conversions took place during the apostle's stay at
Philippi, in Europe, as recorded in the sixteenth chapter of Acts. One,
the conversion of Lydia, we have already considered. The other, the
conversion of the Philippian jailor, is in many respects a contrast. The
former was, we may say, gradual and tranquil; the latter, sudden, and
accompanied by a deep conviction of sin, and distress of mind. And to
the present day, true conversions differ in these respects. Some are so
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gradual, or take place at such an early age, that the subjects are unable
to specify the day, month, or even year when the great change took
place; while others can name the year or perhaps the day when by
grace, they definitely turned from sinful self to God in Christ, and
believing on Him, received the gift'of life eternal (John xvii. 3; 1 John
v. 13). Paul, having cast out an evil spirit from a young woman,
those who made money out of her soothsaying, brought false charges
against Paul and Silas, and they were beaten and then cast into prison.
The jailor was bidden to keep them safely, and so " thrust them into
the inner prison, and made their feet fast in stocks." Yet these devoted
servants of God were heard by the other prisoners, praying and singing
praises to God in the middle of the night. Suddenly there was a.
great earthquake, "the foundations of the prison were shaken," all
the doors were opened, and the fetters fell from the prisoners. The
jailor awoke, and seeing the prison doors open, supposed that the,
prisoners had escaped; and knowing the punishment and disgrace
that awaited him had such been the case, he drew his sword, and was
about to kill himself, when Paul cried out, " Do thyself no harm; for
we are all here." And now a great change came over this man. He
called for lights, and sprang in, and, trembling for fear, fell down before
Paul and Silas, and brought them out, and said: "Sirs, what must
I do to be saved?" What wrought this wonderful change? Not
the fear of death, for he had been about to commit suicide. 'Not the
fear of punishment, for none of the prisoners had fled. Surely it was
the effect of Divine grace, the work of the Holy Spirit, convicting him
of sin, and of judgment to corrie, and leading him to seek for that salvation, which he had heard of, it may be, from the lips of the Apostles
Paul and Silas, according to the words of the maid possessed with" a
spirit of divination," " These men are servants of the Most High God,
which proclaim unto you the way of salvation." The immediate answer
of the apostles was, " Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved." This was the first portion of "the' Word of the Lord"
which they went on to speak to him (v. 32), and it brought peace to
the heart and conscience of this sin-burdened one, as, simple trust,
Spirit-wrought faith in Christ Jesus, the exalted Saviour Who" once
suffered for sins," ever does. "None but Jesus can do helpless sinners
good."
Note, briefly, the fruit and effects of this conversion. The lion
became a lamb! He Who had treated the apostles roughly, now" Took
them the same hour of the night, and' washed their stripes, brought
them into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly."
He and all his confessed Christ, and were baptized, and became servants
of God. For of all such it is written, " Being made free from sin, and
become servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end
everlasting life" (Rom. vi. 22).
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CERTAIN ADDITIONS OF THIN WORK.
IN the description of Solomon's Temple, we read (1 Kings vii. 29)
of lions, oxen and cherubims being placed on the borders of the
bases of the sea, and beneath the lions and the oxen" were certain
additions made of thin work." No additions were beneath the
cherubim: they were established in the perfection of their first
estate. But lions and oxen, figuring all that is masterful and
powerful, were not perfected in the temple until certain additions
of thin work were made beneath them. It sounds rather like
what the apostle says about the members of the body which seem
to be more feeble, being necessary to the perfecting of the whole.
The weak things, like the certain additions, are appointed to show
up the incompleteness of the strong. Perhaps the lions and the
oxen lacked in beauty and in grace, and the additions took off
from the forbiddingness of the appearance. Are all apostles 1
No: but it is God Who has tempered the body together, having
given more abundant honour to the part that lacked, so that all
are equal: they suffer together, they are honoured together.
I was cheered one day by what felt like (although not actually
so) a certain additional beauty in a text. The Lord said to His
disciples, "Lo, I am with you alway," and added, "even unto
the end," as if He would, in His tender compassion and all-embracing knowledge, enrich His strong promise of perpetual companionship, with an intimation that He was aware how much, in
one sense or another" the end" would mean to His waiting people.
What had it meant to John in prison 1 what was it going to mean
to James the brother of John 1 what to Peter at the end of the
night in which prayer was made without ceasing for him by the
Church of God 1 and what to Peter later on when he was girded
and carried by others whither he would not ~ Christ was with
Martha and Mary and Lazarus to the end of their overwhelming
experiences, and at that end they feasted with Him their Resurrection and their Life. The apostle exhorts (1 Pet. i. 13) the elect
strangers to hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought to ,
them at the revelation of Jesus Christ: at the end every vision
will speak and will not lie, but will show that He has not dealt with
us after o~r sin, nor rewarded us after our iniquity. His unspeakable kindness, His unchanging love and favour will close every
way in which He leads those towhom He says, " Lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end."
Of the fightings within, the fears without, which dismay His
people in the meantime, He is the Director and Controller. He is
the same Captain of the Lord's host as when He went to Joshua
and said that He had not come there to look on as if to find out
how the battle went, whether for Israel or for the adversary,
but He had come to command, and to direct every movement,
and the sun must stand still to help the victory. He would
not fail nor forsake them until they were settled in the land that
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He had promised to Abraham when as yet he possessed none of it,
no, not so much as to set his foot on. It would be fighting to the
end, but with this promise and its certain addition, " Thou shalt
drive out the Canaanites, though they have iron chariots, and
though they be strong." "Let the weak say, I am strong," even
although as with David the enemy is lively and strong-even
although as regards rest and peace, and satisfying there is no
possession, no, not so much as to set the foot on, but the Lord Jesus,
Who is in eternal fellowship with the Father of mercies and the
God of all comfort. He has said, "Lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end."
FOLLOWER-ON.
"THE GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD."
(ACTS xx. 24.)
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ONE mark of honesty in any individual is a willingness to be convinced
by unshakable evidence.
Any statement made by the Lord Jesus carries this characteristic
with it; that it is unshakable evidence. He is God as well as Man,
and God cannot lie, and every statement He has made will be fulfilled
to the utmost (see Num. xxiii. 19).
The Lord Jesus said, concerning" Saul of Tarsus," " he is a chosen
vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles" (Acts ix. 15).
When " Saul of Tarsus" became Paul the Apostle he was enabled
to realize the responsibility laid upon him by his Lord and Saviour,
and in writing to the believers in Rome he thus expressed himself,
" I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the Apostle of the Gentiles,
I magnify mine office" (Rom. xi. 13).
In addressing the believers at Ephesus, Paul declared, "I do not
count my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with
joy, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus to testify
the Gospel of the grace of God" (Acts xx. 24). This Gospel, he asserted
to the believers at Galatia, he was personally taught by the Lord Jesus
without any human instrumentality, and he was so absolutely certain
upon this point that he knew he was justified in writing, " 1£ any man
preach any other Gospel unto you than that ye have received let him
be accursed" (Gal. i. 8-12), and in his communication to the believers
in Corinth Paul wrote, " I determined not to know any thing among
you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified" (1 Cor. ii. 2).
What is the Gospel which Paul was commissioned by the Lord Jesus
to preach 1
The word" Gospel" means" good or joyful news," and for news
to be good to an individual implies that it must bring him or her joy,
peace, help or comfort. Thus if a person is ill it is good news to know
that a skilful doctor has arrived; if a person is hungry or starving, it is
good news that food has been brought and is ready to be eaten; if a
person is shipwrecked, it is good and comforting news that a life-boat
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is at hand. But to a man safely on land the life-boat may mean nothing,
to a person in robust health the call of a doctor may convey no comfort,
and in like manner a person whose cupboard is full of food does not
experience, on the delivery of more food, that help and comfort which a
hungry individual does.
These matter-of-fact truths prove that if God's Good News is to be
received and truly valued there must be a consciousness of individual
need. Where this consciousness of need is genuine it arises from the
conviction that the individual is not what he or she ought to be according to the requirements of the Word of God. In other words the
individual is brought face to face with the reality that he or she is a
sinner.
This conviction must always be a preliminary to the genuine
reception of the Gospel. Paul was taught this truth and he was enabled
to set it forth in all his preaching.
Generally speaking, the popular view to-day is that none are sinners
but those who outrageously break their country's laws, or-what is
thought to be more serious-" the rules of Society."
This is not the teaching of Goers Word. Therein it is declared" the
thought of foolishness is sin" (Prov. xxiv. 9), and the Lord instructed
Paul to repeat that which He had previously made known, that" there
is none righteous, no, not one" (Rom. iii. 10), "for all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 23). God's" glory" is His
holiness and righteousness (see Eph. iv. 24), and no person can truly
say that he or she has never failed in word, thought or deed, hence all
must confess that, tested by God's Holy Word-which" discerns"
the very thoughts, intentions. and emotions of the mind, will and
affections (Heb. iv. 12)-they fail to come up to the standard' of
God's holiness.
When it is realized that the terrible wage of sin is death, or eternal
separation from God without any possibility of hope (Rom. vi. 23)
there does arise a hunger or thirst or longing for deliverance, such as
is expressed in the words, "What must I do to be saved ~ " (Acts
xvi. 30.)
The Gospel gives the answer to this tremendous question. It
declares, "God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but (shall)
have everlasting Life" (John iii. 16). These words were uttered by
the Lord Jesus personally, and His commission to His servant Paul was
to proclaim them, for they are the substance of the Gospel. Thus
immediately after asserting what the consequences of sin are, Paul
declared, " but the gift of God is eternal Life through Jesus Christ our
Lord" (Rom. vi. 23). Paul's preaching was in agreement with that of
Peter and John who, when summoned before the high priest and rulers
and elders of the synagogue, declared " there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved, but the name of
the Lord Jesus" (see Acts iv. 5, 6, 12, 10).
It has to be borne in mind that the Gospel most definitely proclaims
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that Salvation is a free gift from God, through the perfectly finished
work of the Lord Jesus, to all who do truly believe in the Saviour. The
invitation is set forth in various passages and in various expressions,
" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest" (Matt. xi. 28). "If thou knewest the GIFT of God, and
Who it is that speaks to thee, thou wouldest have asked of Him and
He would have GIVEN thee living water" (John iv. 10). "In the
last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If
any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink" (John vii. 37).
This marvellous invitation can be made because the Lord Jesus willingly
became the Sin-bearer for His people-though He Himself was sinless
and spotless-that they might be made the righteousness of God in
Him (see 2 Cor. v. 20--21, and 1 Pet. ii. 24).
The Gospel, the Good News, is proclaimed to those who hunger and
thirst for salvation. To such the Gospel says, "Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved" (Acts xvi. 31), for He is made
of God unto all believers their Wisdom, their Righteousness, their
Sanctification and their Redemption (1 Cor. i. 30). He is the Perfect
Saviour, " His Work is perfect" (Deut. xxxii. 4).
P. I. B.

BISHOP MclLVAINE AND A BLACK STUDENT.
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THE following touching incident in the life of Bishop McIlvaine (Bishop
of Ohio) is related by his daughter: "We stopped at Gambier on our
return from abroad in 1859, to see my brother, then studying there, my
father intending to remain and preach the next day (Sunday). On
arriving, a friend told him that the place was much agitated, because
the coloured man (Alston), though he was studying at the Divinity
School at Gambier, was not allowed by the Chaplain to receive the
Holy Communion with the rest of the Divinity students when, according
to custom, they presented themselves after the clergy of the place had
communicated, but instead, was requested to remain until the whole
white population of the place had partaken, when he, the solitary
coloured man, was allowed to present himself. My father's reply to
his friend was, ' Let no one know that you have spoken of this to me.'
The next day, refusing to preach in the morning, and purposely leaving
his prayer-book behind, he went to the chapel and. took his place by
the side of Alston, who was not seated with the rest of his fellowstudents, requesting to be allowed to look over his prayer-book. When
the time for the administration of the Lord's Supper came, my father
waited until the clergy of the place had communicated, and then
stepping forward, and bidding Alston follow him, advanced and knelt
at the chancel, placing the coloured man by his side. It is needless
to say, that with this ended the matter, except in the gratitude of his
companion."-(Memorials of Bislwp McIlvaine, pp. 261, 262.)
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"MY LORD AND MY GOD."

By

MR. JAMES

E.
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FLEGG, SECRETARY OF

THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
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Hymns to the mighty God we raise;
'fhe mountains tremble a.t His word
Shout 1 shout, ye saints, the note of praise
For Jesus is the mighty God.
Jesus is God; His power we feel;
We know His heavenly voice.
Jesus is God; He conquers hell;
He's God, and we'll rejoice.

IN strains such as these the saints of God delight to sing of Him Who
is Immanuel-God with us.
He was found in fashion as a man. Because the children were
partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of
the same. He was truly man, and it is a blessed contemplation to
consider His true humanity. He ate and drank; He wept and rejoiced;
He was wearied by His toil and found refreshment in rest. Yet,
while truly man, He was separate from sinners. He was pure and
spotless, holy, harmless, and undefiled. Many beautiful things have
been spoken and written concerning the man Christ Jesus, and
admiration has been expressed of His unique personality; but any
conception of Him which ignores or omits His essential Deity is not
only inadequate, but 'quite contrary to what we are taught in the
Scriptures concerning Him. That man who has been taught by the
Holy Spirit and has a right understanding of himself as a sinner in
the sight of God, will join with Hart in saying :-
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So guilty, so helpless a.m I
I dare not confide in His blood;
Nor on His protection rely,
Unless I was sure He is God.

In the New Testament we have preserved, for our contemplation,
the testimonies of some of the disciples of Jesus to which we are able
to turn, and upon which we may meditate with profit.
The circumstances under which Thomas made the noble confession
which stands at the head of this paper are both interesting and instructive. Thomas was not with the other disciples on the occasion of
the first visit of Jesus: and when he was told by them that they had
seen the Lord, he replied, " Except I shall see in His hands the print
of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust
my hand into His side, I will not believe." Then, on the next appearance when Thomas was present, Jesus said to him, " Reach hither thy
finger and behold My hands, and reach hither thy hand and behold
My side, and be not faithless, but believing." That was enough.
Thomas immediately responds" My Lord and my God." To the
multitude He may be but the man, or the prophet, of Nazareth;
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:to Thomas He is Lord and .God. As Dr. Westcott observes, "At
first the Evangelist John declares his own faith in the words of the
first verse of the first chapter, ' In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.' At the end he
shows that this faith was gained in the actual intercourse of the
disciples with Jesus Christ. .The record of this confession, therefore,
forms the appropriate close to his narrative, and the words which follow
show that the Lord accepted the declaration of His Divinity as the
true confession of faith." After Peter had made his memorable
confession in reply to the inquiry of Jesus, our Lord said, "Flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in
heaven"; and the same was true of Thomas.
Here, in the presence of ten witnesses, Jesus is called God, and utters
no word of reproof, but accepts the testimony as true. This is one
of those passages which is a plain declaration of the true Divinity of
Christ. But not here only is this fundamental truth affirmed, but
right through the Scriptures is it declared; and in these days when
the doctrine is so largely ignored, or openly denied, it is important
that stress should be laid upon it.
Both in the records of the evangelists, and in the Epistles of the
apostles, the subject is referred to, and, while it is not possible to
dwell upon them all, which would require a book rather than a brief
article, it may be profitable to notice some of them.
There appears to have been no doubt in the minds of the Jews
among whom Christ went in the fulfilment of His mission, as to the
real purport and meaning of His claims. On one occasion He was
speaking to them of the bondage in which, though the descendants
of Abraham, th,ey were living, and the only way to freedom, which was
by Himself, when they grew angry at His words and demanded to
know whether He considered Himself greater than Abraham. His
reply to them was, "Before Abraham was, I am." They at least
grasped the significance of the claim, for they took up stones to stone
Him. At another time He tells them, "I and My Father are one."
Again they took up stones to stone Him. Jesus asks them, "For
which of My works do ye stone Me ?" And they reply, "For a good
work we stone Thee not, but for blasphemy, and ,because Thou, being
a man, makest Thyself God." He attempts no correction of the
interpretation which they put upon His words, but, on the contrary,
proceeds to justify the claim. Yet once more, after the healing of
the impotent man, the Jews were incensed at Him, and we are told
.that they sought the more to kill Him because He not only had broken
the Sabbath, but said also that God was His Father, making Himself
equal with God.
In the confession of Thomas, as we have seen, the Divinity of our
Lord, is acknowledged and the confession is approved. The same
sublime fact is explicitly stated in other places.
Thus, for instance, the Apostle Paul, when addressing the elders
.at Ephesus refers to the Church of Christ, and enjoins them to feed
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,the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.
In writing to the Church at Rome, and speaking to them of the
privileges of the Jews, He says, " Whose are the fathers, and of whom
as concerning the flesh Christ came, Who is over all, God blessed for
ever." And further, in the grand declaration concerning the mystery
of godliness in 1 Timothy iii. 16, he exclaims, " Great is the mystery
of godliness. God was manifest in the flesh"; and pointing onward
to His second coming he writes, " Looking for the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."
Moreover, Divine perfections are ascribed to Him. He is eternal.
for, as John declares, "In the beginning was the Word and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God "-a word that expresses both
His distinct personality and His eternity. In John xvii. we listen
to His prayer and hear Him saying, " Glorify Thou Me with the glory
which I had with Thee before the world was." He is omniscient.
No man knoweth the Father save the Son, and he to whom the Son
will reveal Him. He needed not that any man should testify of man.
for He knew what was in man. The confession of Peter is unquestionable-" Thou knowest all things." And yet again in the Revelation
we hear Him saying, " I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending; which was, and is, and is to come, the Almighty."
The works which only God could do are attributed to Him. He
is Creator. "By Him were all things made and without Him was
not anything made that was made. By Him were all things created,
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by Him, and for Him. And He is before all things, and
by Him all things consist." And not only are they His creation, but
we are plainly told that He upholds all things by the word of His
power.
So we can rejoice that He is man, and can be touched with the
feeling of our infirmity, and that He is God, and therefore able to
save unto the uttermost all that come unto God by Him.
My song shall bless the Lord of all;
My praise shall climb to His abode;
Thee, Saviour by that name I call,
The great Supreme, the mighty God.
Without beginning or decline,
Object of faith and not of sense;
Eternal ages saw Him shine,
He shines eternal ages hence.

But in the words of Thomas there is not only the assertion of the
Lord's Divinity, but also the confession of faith in Him. He said
" My Lord and my God." It is one thing to say the Lord is God
and another to say My Lord and my God. "The marrow of the
Gospel," says Luther, "is in the possessive pronouns." It is not
sufficient to be able to prove the truth of a doctrine; we need to
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. experience the power and sweetness of the truth. A dear friend was
drawing near to the end of her journey and quoted. the lines
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"Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly."

and then observed, "How sweet are those two little words me and
my." She had found the Lord to be her soul's sure Refuge, and could
say, " My Lord and my God."
Dear reader, have you, too, learned thus to express your heart's
feelings? Is He your Lord and God? Then we may join and sing
together:Mighty God, while angels bless Thee,
May a mortal lisp Thy name?
Lord of men, as well as angels,
Thou art all Thy people's theme.
Lord of every land and nation,
Ancient of eternal days;
Sounded through the whole creation
Be Thy just and lawful praise.

THE BOOM IN PALESTINE.
(From The Times of June 13th.)

!
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TEL-Avlv.
IT is naturally hoped here in Palestine that London will take a keen
interest in the Anglo-Palestine Exhibition at the Agricultural Hall,
since Palestine to-day offers one of the most absorbing subjects for
study in the world. To see the way in which Jewish capital and Jewish
enterprise are transforming this country is to make one wonder whether
this is a conjuring trick, the hollowness of which will be presently
revealed, or whether it is a case of human science triumphing over
the forces of Nature.
The last two years have seen the Jordan harnessed to turbines, and
the pylons which carry the electric current stretching out to Acre in
the north and Rehoboth in the south; they have seen the waters
sucked out of the Dead Sea, and the potash and bromine extracted
from them sent in lorries up the rocky road from Jericho to Jerusalem,
to be shipped from Haifa and Port Said to the ends of the earth.
Up to 1931 the Palestine output of oranges had ranged from 1,500,000
to 2,000,000 cases annually. A year ago it suddenly jumped to
3,000,000; last season it touched 4,250,000. The forecast for next
year is 6,000,000; 10,000,000 are close ahead, and still the trees are
being planted.
Eighteen months ago the census gave Tel-Aviv 46,000 inhabitants
(in 1919 there were 2,000). This year it claims 60,000 and looks
forward to reaching the 100,000 mark in another five years. All this
is happening in a country with an area about the same as that of
Wales, considerably more than half of which consists of barren desert
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and waste rock. In it the Jewish population has doubled itself in
the last nine years, while the Arabs have increased by about 35 per cent.
A

FLOOD OF CAPITAL.

Two years ago it looked as if the world crisis would check the rate
of Jewish immigration into Palestine. Subscriptions to the Jewish
National Fund had fallen off and the ·funds at the disposal of the
Jewish Agency were barely enough to enable it to carry on its normal
administrative, educational, and health work, leaving nothing to be
devoted to fresh colonization. Private enterprise, however, has taken
the place of national collective effort. The successful development
of the citrus industry has proved a great lure to individual investors;
others have been attracted by the prospects of development offered by
tl:te building of the new harbour at Haifa. The fact that Palestine
was off the gold standard enabled Polish, American, and German Jews
to get 50 per cent more value for their investments than they had
been able to before. Competent authorities have estimated that
£3,250,000 of Jewish capital was invested. in Palestine last year.
This flood of capital has set business booming. Land prices have
been doubling and doubling themselves again. Agricultural land in
the maritime plain will now fetch £120 an acre, and the orange plantations are spreading farther and farther north and south in the coastal
belt. It is the same in the towns. A plot of building land in Jerusalem
.which seven years ago was sold at less than £1 the square metre recently
changed hands at £17 the metre. Haifa, too, is growing fast.

I

THE JEWISH COLONIES.

With agricultural colonization it is otherwise. The Jewish colonies
belong to two main categories: those which are founded by the Jewish
National Fund and those for which private ente:pprise is responsible.
The former are collective or co-operative settleme1U:'ts on land which
belongs to the National Fund. The aim of the settlers here does not
go beyond deriving a livelihood for themselves and their families from
the land by their own work.
Here are to be found the halutzim (pioneers), the exponents of Zionism
in its purest form. Many of them are intellectuals who are deliberately
trying t9 turn themselves into peasants in order that the race may be
regenerated by contact with the land. They work a full farmlabourer's day, but discuss Spinoza over the communal dining-table
in the evening. A strong socialistic spirit informs their efforts. If
this type of settlement is socialist in character and, so to speak, Stateaided, the other ,is essentially capitalist. The colonists own their land;
they have no objection to acquiring wealth if they can do so, nor to
employing Arab labour. Their relations with the neighbouring Arabs
are usually excellent. They are located chiefly in the maritime 'plain,
where citrus plantation on land irrigated with well-water is the main
branch of cultivation.
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A new type of settlement has now entered the field in the orange
belt. Several large development companies have purchased tracts
of land, bored wells for water, prepared the soil and planted it with
orange trees,and are now selling it by the plot. Many good Zionists
who are not prepared to emigrate to Palestine themselves are buying
plots for members of their families. This type of development is now
much more the rule than the communal form of colonization favoured
by official Zionism. Orange-growing does not bring so many people
on to the land as mixed farming, and the proportion of Jews engaged
in agriculture in Palestine is accordingly tending to dwindle.
It is estimated that 50 per cent of the immigrants who come to
Palestine stop in Tel-Aviv, and since immigrants are arriving at the
rate of about 2000 a month this means an annual addition to the town's
population of 12,000.. The Government's schedule for immigrants for
the current half-year provides for 5500, but at least as many will come
in unofficially. They arrive as "tourists," but do not depart. Last
year the number of this class of arrival exceeded 9000; this year the
exodus of Jews from Germany will make it larger still. Others land
at Syrian ports and are smuggled across the frontier by their
co-religionists.
It can be assumed that only an infinitesimal fraction of these
immigrants with capital will become working agriculturists. There
are happily signs of Palestine developing as a commercial and industrial
country. The improvement of the port of Haifa, and the promise of
awakening economic activity in Iraq, Transjordan, and Persia make it
possible that Palestine may become a half-way house for the supply of
countries farther to the east. There are signs, too, of the creatio1l)
of successful small industries.

AUTUMNAL BEAUTY.
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Summer glories slowly pass away;
oaks and elms are lovely in decay:
crimson sunset peaceful quiet brings,
silence speaks unutterable things.

The newborn joys of Spring were all too briefThe bud, the blossom, and the laughing leaf:
Midsummer days have gone beyond recall,
And memory finds a shadow in them all.
But He by Whom the day and night were made
Gives an inheritance that cannot fade:
His joy, His peace, His mercy are Divine,
And Jesus lives to make the treasure mine.
Cricklewood.

W ILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE PERSONAL APPEARING OF CHRIST.

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE, ON OCTOBER 1ST,
1912, BY THE LATE MR. JOHN E. HAZELTON, SECRETARY OF THE
AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY.
DEAR MR. ORMISTON AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-There are few subjects
about which there is so much diversity of thought as the details of the
Second Advent of our most blessed Lord, but all the members of the
family of faith are one in cherishing the hope of " the glorious appearing
of the great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ." I am sure it is desired
that at this Conference our thoughts and hearts should be directed to,
and concentrated upon, the personal appearing, and that we should
dwell rather upon the great essentials upon which we are in perfect
agreement, than upon those details wherein we sometimes differ. The
I Second Advent is predicted or foreshadowed in every book of the Old
Testament Scriptures; and it is taught with the utmost possible
clearness in the New Testament. Having in view the darkening signs
of the times, the development of the Apostasy, and the many exercises
of God's living family through inward and outward conflict, surely
we can say with saintly Samuel Rutherford, in one of his letters, " Oh,
that Christ would remove the covering and draw aside the curtains
of time and come down. Oh, that the shadows and the night were
gone!" The shadows are going, "the morning without clouds"
will soon dawn, and our Lord will draw aside the curtains of time and
appear to the joy of all His ransomed people!
What should be the posture of the Church of the living God in view
of her Lord's approaching advent 1 By the Church, I mean, God's
chosen, redeemed, regenerated people, despised and rejected in this
dispensation, like their Lord, persecuted by the world, scorned by
Christendom, assailed by Satan, walking in the pathway of tribulation
and sorrow, that they may as members of His mystical body" fill up
that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ." "If so be that we
suffer with Him that we may be also glorified together." Surely,
beloved friends, our attitude should be that of waiting, watching,
looking, praying, yearning! . What power has this truth over us 1
Every truth of Holy Scripture applied to the soul by God the Holy
Ghost is operative in life, mind, conscience and heart! One of the
effects of this blessed hope is to cause us to be reconciled to affiictions,
" for our light affliction which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory," which will fully ensue
upon the coming of the Lord. This hope realized in the soul, raises up,
and draws forth heavenly desires, and so " we look for the Saviour the
Lord Jesus Christ." The hope thus cherished is a purifying hope, it is
a separating hope!
We meet here to-night not to speculate upon matters which God
has hidden from us, but the Spirit of Truth is come, Whom our
blessed Lord has promised shall guide us into all truth! "He shall
glorify Me," says our Saviour, "for He shall receive of Mine, and
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shall show it unto you," and on His gracious aid we depend throughout
this Conference.
I quote a passage from William C. Burns, the friend of McCheyne,
and an eminent missionary in China, who passed away many years
ago. He writes" if a man have Christ in his heart, and heaven before
his eyes, and only as much of temporal blessing as is just needful to
carry him safely through life, then pain and sorrow have little to shoot
at. To be in union with Him Who is the' Shepherd of Israel,' to walk
very near Him Who is both Sun and Shield, comprehends all a poor
sinner wants to make him happy between this and heaven," and the
outlook for every poor sinner thus favoured is the glorious appearing
of His Saviour and best friend. The testimony of Holy Scripture has
been already dealt with, but I would remind you that Enoch the
seventh from Adam testified to the second coming of our blessed Lord!
Job declared, "I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall
stand at the latter day upon the earth." The goodly fellowship of the
prophets testify to the coming glory, and the apostles and evangelists
and angels from the presence of God in Heaven join in the witness, and
above all our most blessed Lord Himself. The Apostle Peter, in his
sermon in the Temple, thus summarizes it where he says, " Whom the
heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began." How great a mercy to be among that blessed company who
love His appearing, to whom the crown of righteousness shall be given
in that day. Let us emphasize those words" in that day"; it is "in
that day," as we have been reminded, that Jehovah of Hosts says He will
"make up His jewels," marginal reading, "His special treasure."
And just as the description is given in Malachi of those who fear the
Lord speaking often one to another, so we have an illustration in
Simeon waiting for the consolation of Israel, and Anna in the Temple
speaking of the Lord to all that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
As they were waiting for the first advent of our Lord, so His Church
in the twentieth century is looking and waiting for the consolation of
Israel, even for that appearing which will end all our sorrows, and which
will cause the resurrection of the bodies of His people, " fashioned like
unto His glorious body."
These words have been much with me in connection with the subject
before us to-night. "This same Jesus," the message of the angels from
heaven, " this same Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
Him go into heaven." We look upwards, and we see what we call
empty space; but every eye in this hall shall one day see coming in
that empty space a Living Man in the clouds of heaven, the Son of
God: God, manifest in the flesh; and just as our Great High Priest led
·out His disciples on Olivet " as far as to Bethany, and He lifted up His
hands and blessed them. And it came to pass while He blessed them
. He was parted from them and carried up into heaven"; so this same
J es'Us in like manner shall come again. And as those" disc.lples returned
to Jerusalem with great joy" upon the testimony of the angels, and
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upon the s'ght which was vouchsafed to them of their Ascending Lord,
so it will be great joy to all who love His appearing when Christ shall
come again! He left His people blessing them; in like manner He
will come with His Hands, and His heart full of new Covenant blessings
in all their fulness for His dear people.
We look for the appearing of "this same Jesus"; we emphasIze
the identity of His Person! We do not look, as many bearing the
name of Christian are, alas, looking to-day, for some new incarnation,
a terrible delusion, that is spreading in quarters where we should little
deem it would obtain any home; we are not looking for a new incarnation, but for" this same Jesus "-the Son Eternal of the Father, Who
came forth from His bosom, Who took into union with His Divine
Person, our nature-the flesh and blood of the children-" this same
Jesus" Who was born-Who lived-Who was crucified-Who wrought
that" robe of righteousness, which makes the sinner just "-" this
same Jesus" Who was dead and was buried and rose again from the
dead on the third day and ascended into heaven-" this same Jesus"
"Who was wounded for our transgressions and was bruised for our
iniquities "-" this same Jesus" Who "will not break the bruised
reed nor quench the smoking flax," but who wiH will come with a rod
of iron to wield over His enemies-He Who comes as the Saviour of
the broken-hearted, is He Who " pours in the wine and the oil of His
Everlasting Gospel." "Behold He cometh with clouds"; it is the
Holy Ghost directing the gaze of the Church of God upwards to that
place whence our Blessed Lord will appear, " but of that day and hour
knoweth no man, no not the angels of heaven, but my Father only."
And' yet whilst of that day and hour knoweth no man, the signs
of the times portend the advent of our Lord. Not one sign only is to
be looked for, but we are bidden to consider cumulative signs. Our
Lord ;:;ays, " When ye shall see ALL these things know that it (margin,
He) is near even at the doors." And there is the accumulation to-day
of the signs which are to be the sure precursors of the Second Advent
of, our Lord. The Gospel has been preached as a witness amongst all
nations. There is a wide-spread decay of vital godliness, people
" having the form, but denying the power." Scepticism lifts its head,
and as the Apostle Peter describes in his Epistle, one reason for it is the
prolonged experience of the uniformity of nature-" All things continue
as they were." All these and other signs are .converging. ,< Our souls
wait for the coming of the Lord more than they that watch for
the morning." We long for that day because the sleeping bodies of
the dead in Christ shall first emerge from their graves, because His
coming will be the translation of all living saints, because" we shall be
like Him," because His appearance shall be " the day of the manifestation of the sons of God"; because then" the treasure hid in a field"
shall be displayed, God's" special treasure"; and set manifestly as
jewels in the Mediatorial crown of our blessed Lord. We wait and
we watch for that appearing, because then will the oneness of the
Church of God be made manifest! Our blessed Lord's prayer in the
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seventeenth of John is fulfilled herein the inner unity which joins His
people, but in that day there will be the manifest oneness, for the
marriage of the Lamb will have come, the public solemnization of the
union between the Church and Christ, and lastly there will be overflowing grace. EV(:Jryone here who is going to heaven is a debtor to
the sovereign grace of God, but there is more grace yet to come, and
that grace" we have not tasted yet." We must wait to know its
preciousness. The Holy Ghost by Peter says, "hope to the end for
the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.",
A glimpse of Christ here is heaven begun; the sight of Christ for
ever will be heaven completed. The High Priest of Israel on the hem
of the robe of the Ephod had golden bells and pomegranates, the
golden bells sounding as he moved to and fro in his ministry; so our
Great High Priest in heaven, by His Word and through His Spirit,
sounds in our hearts the golden bells of the Everlasting Gospel. Listen
to the voice of some of them. "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanseth us from all sin." "From me is Thy fruit found" ; "Because
I live ye shall live also," and" behold I come quickly," and we would
respond" Amen, even so, come Lord Jesus."
Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the Archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face;
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.'
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"THE temporal sufferings of believers are not penalties but chastisements."--,-Pr0f. T. C. Johnson.
" THE dealings of God with His people, though similar in the general,,,"
are nevertheless so various that there is no chalking out the paths of
one child of God by those of another; no laying down regular plans
of Christian conversion, Christian experience, Christian usefulness or
Christian conversation."-Hart.
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"WAIT ON THE LORD."-PsALM xxvii. 14.
IT may seem an easy thing to wait, but it is one of the postures which
a Christian soldier learns not without years of teaching. Marching
and quick-marching are much easier to God's warriors than standing
still. There are hours of perplexity when the most willing spirit,
anxiously desirous to serve the Lord, knows not what part to take.
Then what shall it do? Vex itself by despair? Fly back in cowardice,
turn to the right hand in fear, or rush forward in presumption? No,
but simply wait. Wait in prayer, however. Call upon God, and spread
the case before Him; tell Him your difficulty, and plead His promise
()f aid. In dilemmas between one duty and another, it is sweet to be
humble as a child, and wait with simplicity of soul upon the Lord. It
is sure to be well with us when we feel and know our own folly, and are
heartily willing to be guided by the will of God. But wait in faith.
Express your unstaggering confidence in Him; for unfaithful, untrusting waiting, is but an insult to the Lord. Believe that if He keep you
tarrying even till midnight, yet He will come at the right time; the
vision shall come and shall not tarry. Wait in quiet patience, not
rebelling because you are under the afIliction, but blessing your God
for it. Never murmur against the second cause, as the children of
Israel did against Moses; never wish you could go back to the world
again, but accept the case as it is, and put it as it stands, simply and
with your whole heart, without any self-will, into the hand of your
Covenant God, saying, " Now, Lord, not my will, but Thine be done.
I know not what to do; I am brought to extremities, but I will wait
until ~hou shalt cleave the floods, or drive back my foes. I will wait,
if Thou keep me many a day, for my heart is fixed upon Thee alone,
o God, and my spirit waiteth for Thee in the full conviction that Thou
wilt yet be my joy and my salvation, my refuge and my strong tower."C. H. Spurgeon's " Morning By Morning."

IMAGES OF CHRIST.
" No image can be made of Christ but a lying image. . . . For Christ
is God and man; seeing therefore that of the Godhead, which is the
most excellent part, no image can be made, it is falsely called the image
of Christ. . . . No true image can be made of Christ's body, for it is
unknown now of what form and countenance He was. . . . Which
also is true of any Saints of antiquity. . .. And that the law of God
is likewise to be understanded again,st all our images, as well of Christ
as His Saints, in temples and churches, appeareth further by the judgment of the old doctors and the Primitive Church. . .. And thus it
is declared by God's Word, the sentences of the doctors, and the judgment of the Primitive Church, which was most pure and sincere,that
all images, as well ours as the idols of the Gentiles, be by God's Word
forbidden, and therefore unlawful, specially in temples and churches."(Hom. against Peril of Idolatry, pt. iii., pars. 5-10.)
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lL'oung folks' )page.

"THE SEA IS HIS, AND HE MADE IT."

¥

l

As I write, the beautiful summer days are drawing to a close. I
hope that many of my young readers have had a good holiday, and
have received much benefit. Some of you have had the privilege
of a visit to the sea-side, and are impressed with the wonder, variety
and beauty of the sea lying before us. It is delightful to the child
of God to remember that" the sea is His, and He made it."
.
We are expressly taught here that the sea belongs to God. Man
travels across it in numerous directions, visiting different countries
and peoples, conveying to one people the produce of another, and
thus supplying in 'enormous quantities the various needs of many
countries. But the sea is not his, it belongs to God. On the coasts
of all the countries of the world, fish are caught in the sea, and sent
inland to help in providing food for the people, but as " the sea is His"
all that it produces belongs to Him.
The fact that" He made it" is simply yet grandly taught in Genesis
i. 9, 10, where we read-" And God said, Let the waters under the
Heaven be gathered together in one place, and let the dry land appear:
and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering
together of the waters called He Seas: and God saw that it was good."
The truth that" He made it " is taught in many passages of Scripture,
and is well expressed in the lines of a familiar hymn :"The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old;
Hath stablished it fast by a chan~eless decree,
And round it hath cast like a mantle the sea."

•

I

A marvellous mantle indeed it is, speaking to us continually of our
Heavenly Father's Almighty Power, " Who hath measured the waters
in the hollow of His Hand," Referring to this Power, we read in
Jeremiah v. 22, " Fear ye not Me, saith the Lord: will ye not tremble
at My Presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea
by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it; and though the waves
thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar,
yet can they not pass over it ? "
The words just quoted tell us that He placed the sand for the bound
of the sea. It is He Who causes the ebb and flow of the tides, the
water coming in and going out with unceasing regularity. Man can
find out the times when the tide will have brought the water in up to
a certain point, but he has no power to change the time in the least
degree, for" the sea is His, and He made it."
It is my privilege to be staying at a small place on the East Coast
where there are beautiful sands. Each morning the shore official sets
out large numbers of green chairs for visitors to sit close by the sea.
From the parade above they look quite inviting, placed as they are in
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twos and threes along the stretch of sand. Most oHhem are occupied
as the morning advances, but few, if any, of those seated on the chairs
remember that it is God Who placed the sand for the bound of th~ sea.
Have you ever thought of the wonder of the tides, and realized Who it
is Who arranged them for us in His marvellous wisdom, and keeps'them
going by His Almighty Power ~
There is one sad thought in connection with a visit to the sea-side,
and that is, the scanty and immodest dress of a small proportion of the
visitors. Be on your guard, my dear young friends, against anything in
dress or manner which is not becoming to a child of God. In all the
details of daily life you need always to seek to glorify God by the power
of the Holy Spirit, thus manifesting Whose you are, and Whom you
serve.
E. A. H.
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CONFUSION OF TONGUES.
GENESIS XI.
. (Communicated.)
THIS chapter reminds one of what has been happening in our day. A
world-wide Conference has recently taken place in London. Invitations were extended to all the nations of the world, asking them to send
delegates to consider how the great trouble and chaos the world is in at
the present time could be remedied. These invitations were despatched,
and nearly every nation responded, sending some of their wisest' and
most clever men to deliberate upon the urgent and perplexing questions
of the world's declining trade, unemployment, commerce and finance.
They duly met in London to discuss these problems, some representing
what are known as the Great Powers and others the smaller and less
important Powers. There was one and only one Great Power which
could have given real and effective help, but sad to say this Great
Power was totally neglected and its presence not sought. No invitations or petitions invoking aid were sent to all-powerful Omnipotence,
so far as can be ascertained from the public reports of the proceedings.
They did not seek the counsel of God Who is " the Governor among
the nations," "King of kings and Lord Of lords." The nations are
" as a drop of a bucket" in His sight, and are counted by Him as " the
small dust of the balance," they are as " nothing before Him, yea, less
than nothing and vanity." "He sitteth upon the Circle of the earth
and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers." He says, " counsel
is mine and sound wisdom; I am understanding; I have strength,"
but no one at the Economic Conference appeared to hearken! Some
cried one thing and some another. The structure they had come
together to erect to protect them from the flood of adversity was
abandoned like a modern Babel Tower, and the builders have dispersed
to the four corners of the earth, proving the truth of God's infallible
Word which tells us, " It is better to trust in the Lord than to put
confidence in man."
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lBtotefitant lSearolt .
.ON THE INCREASE OF RITUALISM AND RATIONALISM,
AND WORLDLINESS.
AN AMERICAN BISHOP'S THOUGHTS IN

11,
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1867.

THE late Bishop of Ohio (Bishop McIlvaine) wrote in his Journal, under
date, Feb. 24th, 1867, as follows :" The day is dark, very dark in England. The two great enemies
of the Gospel-Rationalism, scarcely distinguishable from a bold and
extreme infidelity, and Popery, with its child Tractarianism, now
putting on the form of a ROInish Ritualism-these are assuming such
alarming strength in England, and the Church of England, that it
seems as if the truth were to be oast down, and the Gospel to be driver.
into the wilderness. In our Church of this country there is little to
encourage, much to alarm. The simple holding and teaching of the
Gospel does not increase among us.
"Sacramentarian errors, culminating in a sacrificial, sacerdotal,
seini-popish theology, are fast gaining ground. The worldly spirit,
so fearfully on the increase, assists the evil. I have contended all my
life against it, and expect to do so, in the name of the Lord, till I die.
But my spirit is greatly tried, and often depressed. The truth is more
precious to me than ever, but the trials, which come by reason of the
contest I feel bound to maintain in its behalf, affect my spirits more
than they once did.
" I get no comfort in looking to the future, except as that future is
found in the promises of God. That I shall be but a short time here,
that my warfare is nearly ended, that I shall soon be where all is light,
and life, and holiness, where the Lord in His glory is, is a most precious
thought.
" But still the prophet of the Gospel in this world, as the signs of the
times indicate it, is depressing. A great conflict seems impending.
Many will fall away. The love of many will wax cold. The faith of
many will fail. The enemy will seem to triumph. Formality and a
false Gospel will have the temporary ascendency. The Papist and the
Infidel will have a day of united rejoicing. Their day will be short.
" The Lord is not forgetful of His promises. All is calm and bright
and unmoved above. He sitteth above the water-flood. He reigneth
a King for ever. I know no consolation in these cloudy times, but in
feeling with the Psalmist that' God is our refuge,' and' there is a river
which shall make glad the city of our God.' That river of purity and life
is not diminished. It will revive the waste places. 'Be still, and
know that I am GOD,' is the voice I hear. 'Shall not God avenge His
Own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with
them.' He awaits His Own time. That parable of the unjust Judge
and the importunate Widow was intended to comfort us in such time.
It is my daily support. Let us cry more and more unto God.

458

The Gospel Magazine

" What a tide of prayer for the coming of His kingdom in great
power and glory, such as the promises and prophecies indicate, has
been flowing to His feet! What a multitude of believing hearts have
been crying unto Him, ever since there was a praying people on the
earth! What a treasury of prayer has been thus laid up in heaven!
And will any of it be unanswered? Has any single prayer died? Did
ever a living prayer cease to live before God? The prayers of eighteen
centuries ago, the prayers of apostles and martyrs, and of the faithful
all along the ages of the Gospel-have any of them ceased to be
efficacious? Have any of them lost one whit of their power? Are
they not crying day and night, ' Avenge Thy truth, Thy Church, Thy
Kingdom, of the adversary?' And will not God make manifest His
faithfulness to His word of promise? I BELIEVE. We have' that
blessed hope '-the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour,
when He will be glorified in the entire fulfilment of all His promises, and
the entire satisfaction of all the prayers of His people.
" Lord, give me patience to wait and pray, and work, and contend,
and watch. Let me not be weary. Let me not be afraid what man
can do unto me. Let not the faith and constancy of any of my dear
children be ever shaken. Though all should forsake Thee, Lord, let
not this poor heart go away. Make all Thy truth in all its simplicity
more and more dear to my soul. Still in my declining years make
use of me, to maintain Thy precious Gospel in the hearts of sinners
and to lead souls to Thee."-(Memorials of Bishop McIlvaine, pp.
269-271.)
CHRIST IS EVERYTHING.
" WE must take heed of drawing any part of salvation but from Christ.
If we seek salvation, let it be in the name of Jesus Christ; if the Spirit
or any graces or gifts, let us seek them in His unction; if strength, let
us seek it in His power; if mercy, in His nature, which was touched
with our infirmities; if redemption, in His passion; if forgiveness, in
His condemnation, or being a curse for us; if satisfaction, in His
sacrifice; if cleansing, in His blood; if mortification, in His sepulchre
and death; if newness of life, in His resurrection; if a heavenly
inheritance, in His entering into heaven. All treasures are in Him,
and they who are not content only with Him, shall have no rest anywhere; although they may look half-heartedly at Him. Nor can there
be any unbelief or doubtings, while His fulness is thus known, by the
power of the Spirit."-Calvin.
" OUR friend, Mr. Northcote, sometimes says, 'Mr. Toplady believes
absolute predestination; and yet he is loth to ride on horseback, for
fear of breaking his neck.' I answer, ' True: and, perhaps, that very
fear may be an appointed means of preserving my neck unbroken."Toplady.
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JLtebiems anb ;ftotices of lioots.
By W.
Prescott Upton. Pp. 215. Price 2/6. (The Church Association,
14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2).
Mr. Prescott Upton, the author of this volume, has an expert knowledge of the history of the Reformation, and of the Book of Common
Prayer. As the Editorial Secretary of the Church Association he
gives himself wholly to the study of all subjects relating to the doctrine
and ritual of the Church of England, and he is thoroughly acquainted
with the history of the Anglo-Catholic Movement and with the Romish
teaching of the Anglo-Catholics. The book before us is the result of
wide and careful reading, as the long list of volumes cited bears witness.
The book consists of ten chapters. The opening chapter deals briefly
and informatively with the history of the Church of England from the
time of the Reformation to the end of the eighteenth century. Chapter
n. has for its theme" The Early Nineteenth Century." Then follow
chapters on "The Men," "The Movement," "Tractarianism,"
"Romanism," "Puseyism," "Ritualism," and "Jesuitism." The
book brings us down to our own time and exposes the Oxford Movement in all its developments. Valuable quotations are given proving
the positions taken up by the writer. Within the compass of two
hundred and fifteen pages Protestant lecturers will find a mine of
information on the Oxford Movement. The book, however, should
be read by everybody. Th~re is a sad lack of knowledge in all quarters
on the Romish and Ritualistic Controversy. A careful perusal of this
book would open the eyes of many.
It is important to remember that though the centenary celebrations
of the Oxford Movement are over, the Movement itself is still going
fqrward, and a book like this is needed to counteract its evil influence.
On the question of re-union with Nonconformist Churches, referred
to in the concluding chapter, we would venture to make one remark.
Just as great changes have taken place in the leading ministers of the
Church of England, so the leading men in Nonconformity are not
what they were. Modernism is very largely prevalent in the various
Nonconformist denominations. Pastor Poole-Connor's recent little
volume, "The Apostasy of English Nonconformity," published by
'J'hynne and Co. Ltd., shows that distinctive Evangelicalism no longer
characterizes the chief Nonconformist bodies.
"In all the seven English theological colleges of the Methodist
Churches the point of view that is known in America as Fundamentalist
is not represented at all." So wrote the Rev. A. W. Harrison to The
Times from Westminster College.
How, then, can distinctive and conservative Evangelicals desire
corporate re-union with non-conformist Churches? We may have
fellowship with individual godly and sound men in various denominations, but corporate re-union with Nonconformist Churches seems
altogether out of the question.
THE CHURCHMAN'S HISTORY OF THE OXFORD MOVEMENT.
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THE BISHOP OF TRURO AND IDOLATRY. ROCKS ON THE' LINE. Both
the above booklets are published by the Church Association, 13
and 14, Buckingham Street, Strand, Londo~, W.C.2.
The former booklet clearly exposes the arguments of the AnglotCatholic Bishop of Truro in favour of images and crucifixes.
Pp. 8, price 6d. per dozen, The latter booklet simply, helpfully,
andscripturally warns against such "Rocks on the Line" as
"Priest," "The Mass" and "Auricular Confession;" Price one
penny.
THE VALUE OF MIRACLES AS PROOF OF DIVINE REVELATION. By
Charles G. Cushnie. Price one penny, postage id. Pp. 12. ('fo
be had from Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5).
This is a valuable pamphlet on the subject of miracles. The author
'Says that Christianity is "a divine revelation founded upon the
miraculous intervention of God in human affairs." He points out
that "the Virgin birth, Incarnation, Resurrection and Ascension of
·our Lord JesusChrist, are miracles in the fullest sense of'the word."
He gives a very clear answer to the question, " What are miracles? "
and shows. the need of distinguishing between the exercise of Divine
;supernatural power, and the exercise of Satanic supernatural power.
He warns us that" the man of sin" is one whose " coming is after
the working of Satan with all power, and signs, and lying wonders,"
and that our Lordhas foretold the rise of false prophets who will show
great signs and wonders.. The importance of distinguishing between
the wonders wrought by God and those of Satanic origin is emphasized.
In reference to Satanic miracles the author says, " It is an impossibility for anyone to act contrary to his own nature.',' It follows that
"Satan's actions, no matter how specious and seemingly righteous,
are inherently evil. They are inimical to God and are in inveterate
Dpposition to Him and H}s revelation." Satan's wonders therefore
'cannot support the Truth of God.
.
He says, " Men are woefully deceived i£ they suppose that because
.healings are effected (in these days) the power must necessarily be of
God."
What the author says op. p.ll in reference to Romans x. 17 should,
we think, be supplemented by the teaching of Ephesians ii. 8.
Without endorsing every word we regard this pamphlet as a very
helpful contribution on the subject on which it treats.

WE have received THE COMING KING; A booklet of 24 pages, price Id.,
by post lid.
It is published by The Protestant Truth Society, " Cranley House,"
31 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4. The author is Robert H.
Whitewright.
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