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THE LONELINESS OF CHRIST.
" Behold, the hour comet7~, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered 1
every man to his own, and shall leave Me alone: and yet I am
not alone, because the FATHER is with Me."-JoHN xvi. 32.
THE truths of Scripture come home to GOD'S people with special
power when they experience them. At one time a truth may lie
dormant in the mind, and at another its power ma.y be felt as a
living force. The experience through which we are passing makes
a truth specially applicable to our case, and we grasp it with
special tenacity, and are specially cheered by its teaching. "There
seemed no comfort anywhere," wrote one of our readers, "till I
came this morning to the tear-off calendar in my sitting-room,
where I found, 'I will look ~to the LORD; I will wait for the
GOD of my salvation: my GOD will hear me,' from Micah vii. 7,
and it goes on, 'Rejoice not against me, 0 mine enemy,' etc.
What a blessing to know that the LORD still reigns, and will
accomplish His Own work in the teeth of opposition." How
often it is that when we experience dejection of spirit some word
of GOD comes with special power.
We have often been impressed with the thought that the path
of truth is a lonely path. In regard to natural things the higher
we climb the more lonely our path. Most people walk in the
plain. Few climb to the summit of a hill. So in spiritual things
many Christians walk in the lowlands of truth. Their spiritua.l
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knowledge of truth is meagre, and their walk III the truth is
correspondingly less separate from the world. It is those who
rise high by Divine grace in the perception of truth, and who seek
to frame and fashion their lives in full accordance therewith, who
experience an increasing spiritual loneliness. Their perception
of error, of sin, and of worldliness becomes more and more keen,
and in COD sequence they have few companions on the heights
on which they seek to walk. They are increasingly alone.
The experience of our LORD JESUS OHRIST must have been
uniquely lonely, and the more closely His people follow Him the
more lonely will be their path. We propose to write on the loneliness of OHRIST.
First, His loneliness was a predicted experience.
" Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be
scattered every man to his own, and shall leave Me alone." It
was a predicted hour. Prophecy had said, "Smite the Shepherd,
and the sheep shall be scattered," and the LORD knew that the
hour for its fulfilment was very near. His disciples would all
forsake Him and flee, and He would be left alone.
"The servant is not greater than his lord." If OHRIST were
left alone even by His Own disciples, His true people are likely at
times to have similar experiences. There were seven thousand in
Elijah's time who had not bowed the knee to Baal, but they did
not reveal themselves to Elijah. To all appearance he alone was
left true to the only living and true GOD. He was alone, even
though somewhere in the nation there were seven thousand who
were faithful. Why they did not appear and make themselves
known to the prophet, we are not told. Oertain it is that sometimes a faithful witness is lonely because other Ohristians either
lack full spiritual apprehension of truth, or lack courage, or are
lacking in both. The LORD was lonely partly because His Own
people forsook Him.
Secondly, the LORD JESUS was lonely by reason of His Person,
His wisdom, and His sinless'!1ess.
We may be lonely in a crowd. He was lonely in His earthly
home, lonely amongst His human relatives, lonely amongst His
disciples, lonely as He went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil. Though great multitudes followed
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Him, He occupied a lonely position. He was lonely by reason of
His Person.
To the great majority He was only a man. In reality, though
He was" Man, of the substance of His mother, born in the world,"
He was also" GOD, of the substance of His FATHER, begotten
before the worlds." His" goings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting." He was the eternal SON of the eternal GOD. Hence
He stood alone amongst the sons of men. He had no peer, no
one equal in rank.
He was lonely by reason of His knowledge and wisdom.
He was "filled with wisdom." Even as a child "all that
heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers"
(Luke ii. 40, 47). His enemies said, "How knoweth this Man
letters, having never learned?" (John vii. 15.) They could not
understand how One, apparently a poor peasant, should know so
much. They did not realize that in Him were" hid all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge" (Col. ii. 3). He stood alone amongst
men in regard to Divine wisdom and knowledge. His disciples
were constrained to say, "Now are we sure that Thou knowest
all things" (John xvi. 30).
He was lonely by reason of His sinlessness.
" If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us." Of Him it is written, "In Him is no sin."
He " did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth." He" was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet ~m'thout sin" (1 John i. 8;
iii. 5; 1 Pet. ii. 22; Heb. iv. 15).
All around Him were sinful men who, because they were by
nature sinful, could not view sin with that abhorrence with which
He viewed it. Hence He was lonely among sinful men.
Thirdly, He was lonely as the PROPHET, PRIEST and KING 0/
His people.
As Prophet He was alone amongst all other prophets who had
spoken the Word of GOD. His SPIRIT had inspired all their utterances. His utterances were His Own in union with His FATHER.
" GOD, Who spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us by His SON." As the eternal
SON of GOD speaking His FATHER'S Word He stood alone amongst
the prophets.. Not that the inspired words of the prophets were
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less authoritative than were CHRIST'S words, but CHRIST
spake as the only-begotten SON of GOD Whose goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting. It could be said of Him,
"Never man spake like this Man," for He Himself, in union with
the FATHER and with the HOLY GHOST, was the Fountain of
truth. He could say, "I and My FATHER are One." No ordinary
prophet could thus speak. John the Baptist was a prophet, but
he said of CHRIST, "He that cometh after me i. preferred before
me: for He was before me." "He must increase, but I must
decrease" (John i. 15; iii. 30).
Other prophets spake the truth, this prophet (CHRIST) is the Truth
(John xiv. 6).
As PRIEST He was alone amongst all other priests.
They (the Aaronic priests) offered sacrifices which could never
take away sin. He really put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
His blood really cleanses the believing sinner from all sin.
As KING He is alone among all other kings.
He is "the PRINCE of the Kings of the earth." He is "higher
than the kings of the earth" (Psa. lxxxix. 27). He is on "the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Heb.
viii. 1).
All power is given unto Him in heaven and earth. All other
kings must fall down before Him, and submit to His universal and
unlimited sovereignty.
Fourthly, He was alone in His stand against error and sin.
The world hated Him because He testified against its sin (see
John vii. 7). Even the professing Church despised and rejected
Him. They took Him to the-brow of the hill on which Nazareth
was built, intending to cast Him down headlong. They took up
stones to stone Him to death, and at last they united in crying,
" Away with Him! Away with Him! Let Him be crucified."
He was always in the minority. The hostile crowd, so to speak,
shouted Him down, and said, "We will not have this Man to reign
over us." ·Was ever Man as lonely as He ~ If only the man
who is popular is right, then our adorable LORD and MASTER was
never right, for" He was despised and rejected of men, a Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief." Let us beware of the
doctrine that truth is on the side of the majority. He was the
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embodiment of truth and His character was absolutely sinless,
yet the Church and the State and the world rejected Him. They
" crucified the LORD of glory."
Alone, He stood before His human judges. Alone, He heard
them say, "He is guilty of death." Alone He was spat upon,
buffeted, and mocked. Alone He was, when "Herod with his
men of war set Him at nought, and mocked Him." Alone He
was, when Pilate "released unto them him that for sedition and
murder was cast: into prison, whom they had desired; but he
delivered JESUS to their will" (Luke xxiii. 25). Alone He was,
when the soldiers crowned Him with thorns, and mocked, spat
upon, and smote Him.
Alone He was, when He bare the sins of His people in His Own
body on the tree. Alone, He drank the cup of penal suffering
which His FATHER, in love to His people, had put into His holy
hands. Alone, He redeemed His people from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for them. No other person shared with
Him the pains and penalties which His people merited. He alone
was their Surety, their Substitute, their Redeemer. He alone
gave His life a ransom, instead of the many whom His FATHER
had given to Him. He alone secured by His atoning death the
eternal salvation of His people. Naturally and rightly and heartily
and thankfully therefore they cry, "Unto Him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in His Own blood, and hath made us kings
and priests unto GOD and His FATHER; to Him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
Yet He was never really alone, because always throughout His
earthly ministry the FATHER was with Him. To His disciples
He said, " ye shall leave Me alone: and yet I am not alone, because
the FATHER is with Me."
This assurance was His when in Gethsemane, when betrayed
and apprehended, and when He was condemned and crucified.
Though He passed through agony of soul, and though at one time
He was constrained to say, "My GOD, My GOD, why hast Thou
forsaken Me ~ " yet the FATHER never left Him completely alone.
He Who had become incarnate, and, in the execution of His work
as Mediator, was the "righteous Servant" of JEHOVAH, could
still say to His Father in His darkest hour, " My GOD," and at the
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end He could say, "FATHER, into Thy hands I commend My
Spirit" (Luke xxiii. 46). Hence, when He had, according to the
arrangements of the eternal Covenant, accomplished the work of
redemption, GOD His FATHER, highly exalted Him. "He raised
Him from the dead, and set Him at His Own right hand in the
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might,
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
world, but also in that which is to come: and hath put all things
under His feet, and gave Him to be the head over all things to the
Church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in
all" (Ephes. i. 20-23). What, then, has become of Him Who was
"despised and rejected of men "~ What has become of Him Who
was "a Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief~" What
has become of Him Who was forsaken by His disciples, betrayed
by Judas, condemned, mocked, scourged, shouted down, and
crucified by Church and State ~ He is " SET ON THE RIGHT HA~D
OF THE THRONE OF THE MAJESTY IN THE HEAVENS" (Heb. viii. 1).
The day is coming when He will descend from His throne and
receive all His people unto Himself, that where He is there they
may be also. Meanwhile let us rejoice that" The Head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now;
A royal diadem adorns
The mighty Victor's brow."
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas HOWjhton).

HOW SCRIPTURE REVEALS GOD.
"GENERALLY speaking, the world acknowledges the existence of
God; world-wide religion testifies to the fact. The idea of avowed
atheism is generally repugnant; but very few seem to get further
than the conception of heathen mythology, which presents us with
a picture of God, affected like men with variable moods and passions.
How different the revelation of Scripture. It shows us a God of
infinite love-of tender compassion-of glorious purpose. So intent
upon every detail of life, that the apostle can conclude: 'We know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to His purpose' (Rom. viii. 28)."Re'/). J. W. Dance.
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THE LONELINESS OF CHRIST'S PEOPLE.
"Lord, they have killed Thy prophets, and digged down Thine
altars,. and I am left alone, and they seek my life."-RoMANs
xi. 3.

IN our "Family Portion" we have drawn th.e attention of our
readers to the "Loneliness of Christ." We propose in these
"Wayride Notes" to draw attention to the" Loneliness of Christ's
People." There are two verses, however, which we omitted to
quote in our previous article which show that our Lord Jesus
Christ was always conscious of the presence of His Father. Though
alone in many respects amongst men, He was never alone in the
fullest sense. Hence He said, "If I judge, My judgment is true:
for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent Me."
Again, He said, "He that sent Me is with Me: the Father hath
not left Me alone,. for I do always those things that please Him"
(John viii. 16, 29). What an immense comfort this assurance
must have been to our adorable Lord and Saviour. He could
always say, "The Father hath not left Me alone." He is always
"with Me." Thus, though His earthly path was lonely, so far
as human sympathizers were concerned-that is to say, those
who could fully enter into His thoughts and feelings-He was
never without the presence of His Father. The Father did not
leave Him alone.
Now let us think of the loneliness of His people.
First, they are lonely because thf}y are few in number.
Many enter the wide gate, and walk in the broad way" that
leadeth to destruction." This way is more attractive to the
flesh, and more pleasing to worldly-minded and unregenerate
people. Those who walk in it are " lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God." They think primarily of worldly honours, worldly
wealth and worldly advancement. They love" the praise of men
more than the praise of God" (John xii. 43). They set their
affection on earthly things, and fail to realize that "the end of
those things is death" (Rom. vi. 21). Unconscious of the enormity
of sin, of the reality of hell, and of the certainty of Divine judgment,
they go on their way gleefully, taken captive by Satan at his will.
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The way in which they walk is the popular way, the way of the
multitude.
Not so the narrow way. The gate of that way is strait, and
the way itself is narrow, and only the few enter and walk therein.
It is in this way that Christ's people walk. Regenerated by the
Spirit they have left the broad way and entered the narrow. They
have become aware of their guilty and lost state, and have been
led by the Spirit to behold Christ as the way, the truth, and the
life.
Cleansed in His blood, and clothed with His righteousness,
they have entered the strait gate, and are walking in the narrow
way, " which leadeth unto life."
They find, however, that the way is not popular. Few are
drawn into it and hence they are often lonely. They may be
lonely in their families, lonely in the office, the shop, the place of
business, and lonely on the farm. They may rarely meet with
other saints, rarely come in contact with kindred spirits. In
villages, and towns, and cities, this loneliness is more or less
experienced. Because they are comparatively few in number
Christ's true people are often lonely.
Secondly, they are lonely because they are distinct from an unregenerate world.
There is a vital difference between the Church and the world.
The Church of God is composed of the living, regenerated members
of Christ's mystical body. All its members are chosen in Christ
from before the foundation of the world. They are the objects
of God's eternal and special love. In due time they are called
and regenerated by the Spirit, and justified freely by God's grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. They are beautifully described in the Seventeenth Article of the Church of England
in the following words: "Wherefore, they which be endued with
so excellent a benefit of God be called according to God's purpose
by His Spirit working in due season: they through grace obey
the calling: they be justified freely: they be made sons of God
by adoption: they be made like the image of His only-begotten
Son Jesus Christ: they walk religiously in good works, and at
length, by God's mercy, they attain to everlasting felicity."
The vital distinction between the Church of God and the world
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needs ever to be kept in mind. Our Lord said to His disciples,
"If ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you" (John xvi. 19). Though
they are in the world they are not of it. They are separate and
distinct from it, and they are instructed to maintain this distinction.
Any compromising association with the world, its persons, its
principles, its ways, its maxims, and its customs is forbidden.
"Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in Him"
(1 John ii. 15). "The friendship of the world is enmity with God.
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy
of God" (James iv. 4).
This vital distinction between the people_ of God, and the world,
makes the path of Christ's people a lonely path. They cannot go
with the so-called religious world to their ornate, sensuous, fleshpleasing services. They cannot co-operate with the religious world
in their methods of obtaining money for what is called "Church
work." They cannot accompany the world to the theatre, the
ball room and the cinema. They cannot read worldly books or
join in worldly music. They feel obliged to avoid worldly partnerships. To them the inspired teaching of the Apostle Paul comes
home with power, and influences their whole life. He says to
them, "Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath
Christ with Belial? Or what pal.:t hath he that believeth with an
infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols?
For ye are the temple of the living God; as God. hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them,
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean
thing" (2 Cor. vi. 14-17).
Responding by Divine grace to this teaching on separation and
distinctiveness in their walk, God's people are necessarily brought
into lonely circumstances. Faithful ministers cannot join with
worldly ministers in their worldly services, and worldly methods,
and worldly pleasures. Believers generally are obliged to say
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" No" courteously to many invitations, if they are to keep themselves unspotted from the world. Hence they are often alone.
The majority even of professing Christians do what the Lord's
truly instructed and out-and-out servants feel they cannot consistently do. They must therefore walk alone.
Thirdly, they are lonely because of their identification with Christ.
He was lonely as we saw in our "Family Portion." "The
world," He said to His unbelieving brethren, "cannot hate you;
but Me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof
are evil" (John vii. 7).
As the world hated Christ, so it hates those who are identified
with Him. As they persecuted Him, they persecuted His people (see
John xv. 18-20,25). So great was the hatred of the world towards
Him that they crucified and slew Him. The more true His people
are to Him, the more lonely they will be. We are bidden to " go
forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb.
xiii. 13). In other words we are to identify ourselves with Him
and stand by His cross, though He is totally rejected by the world,
and almost totally forsaken, even by many of His Own people.
How few stood by His cross! The narrative in John's Gospel
tells us that only three women and one apostle had the courage
to stand by His cross. (John xix. 25-27.) Where were all His
other people? A good many were no doubt at Jerusalem for the
feast. Many good reasons might be given for the absence of some
from Christ when He hung dying on the cross, but evidently many
were absent through fear. Those who were present were few,
and therefore lonely. So to-day, the more thoroughly and wholly
we identify ourselves with Clirist and His cause, the more lonely
will we be.
Fourthly, Christ's people are lonely because of the truths which
they hold dear.
Christ's true people love and value the whole of God's Word.
They believe that all Scripture is Divinely inspired, and they say
regarding it all, "0 how love I Thy law." His Word is precious
to them. They value and cling to its doctrines, its predictions, its
precepts and its narratives. No doubt some have a greater grasp
of its truths than others. Some see more and welcome more of
the truth than do others. Some meekly welcome all that is clearly
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revealed. Others timorously hesitate to receive some truths
because they are mysterious, or at any rate they ignore or pass
them by. Still all God's truly regenerated and justified children
are ready to sing,
"Holy Bible, Book Divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine;
Mine, to tell me whence I came;
Mine, to teach me what I am;
"Mine, to chide
Mine, to show
Mine art thou,
Mine to judge,

me when I rove;
a Saviour's love;
to guide my feet;
condemn, acquit;

" Mine to comfort in distress,
If the Holy Spirit bless;
Mine, to show by living faith
Man can triumph over death;
" Mine to tell of joys to come,
Light and life beyond the tomb;
Holy Bible, Book Divine,
Precious treasure, thou art mine! "
There can be no doubt that there is a growing departure from
the truths revealed in God's Word. The Apostle Paul, inspired
by the Spirit, predicted such a departure. He said, "The time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers having
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the trztth, and
shall be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4).
If the question be asked, "Whll,t is truth?" the answer of our
Lord is a sufficient answer. He says, "Thy Word is truth"
(John xvii. 17). Evidently the whole of God's Word is truth.
There are some who deny the truthfulness and the full inspiration
of Scripture. That is a turning away from the truth. There are
some who deny the Scriptural doctrines of creation, of sin, of
atonement and of regeneration and of justification. That is a
turning away from the truth. There are some who deny the
doctrine of the Second Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ. That
also is a turning away from the truth. There are some who, while
holding more or less fully the doctrines we have enumerated, yet
reject, or largely ignore what are called the doctrines of grace.
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Hence those who do hold the doctrines of grace are often tabooed,
and consequently they are made more lonely because of their
belief in certain Bible truths. It is abundantly evident that the
more closely and fully God's people adhere to all the truths of
God's Word, and the more separate their consequent walk and
conversation, the more lonely is their path.
It is related of the late Bishop Mcllwaine, of Ohio, that as a
result of his "penetrating and well-informed intellect," he saw
through the evils of the Oxford Movement more quickly and more
fully than many others, with the result that he had to walk in a
more lonely path than many who did not really imbibe the errors
of the Oxford Movement. (See Memorials of Bishop Mollwaine,
pp. 96-98.)
Certain it is that the more clearly and fully we grasp Divine
truth and adhere to it in testimony, and in our walk, the more
lonely our path will be.
The history of God's saints goes to prove this proposition. Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Micaiah, Jeremiah, and
Daniel and his three friends, all suffered more or less from loneliness.
The great apostle to the Gentiles had to suffer in the same way.
One special illustration of this is given in 2 Tim. iv. 16, 17. He
says, "At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men
forsook me. . . . Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me."
The loneliness of the great prophet Elijah is expressed in the
words, "Lord, they have killed Thy prophets, and digged down
Thine altars; and I am left alone, and they seek my life" (Rom.
xi. 3).
Lastly, Christ's people may be lonely beoause of God's providences.
They may be lonely because of advancing years. Old friends
and relatives have died off and they are left alone. Precious ones
with whom they have companied for a long period have been
called Home and they are without their loved company. We
remember reading of an aged servant of God who was thus left
solitary, but he had over his mantelpiece a card on which were
inscribed the words, "THOU REMAINEST."
Christ's people may be lonely because men of truth, in whose
ministry they delighted, are no longer here. They· do not now
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hear the old truths. The new men are not like those of a former
generation. Or they may be living in lonely circumstances, shut
off from much spiritual fellowship with the godly.
Whatever the causes of the loneliness of Christ's people they have
this abiding consolation. In the fullest sense they are never alone.
What was true of their Lord is true of them. He could say,
" Yet 1 am not alone, because the Father is with me." That same
Divine Father is always with His blood-bought and saved children.
"HE HATH SAID, I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE,"
and He will never break His promise. (Heb. xiii. 5.) The people
of God can always therefore truthfully say, "The Lord of hosts
is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge" (Ps. xlvi. 7).
" Our God, Who is the Lord of hosts,
Is still upon our side;
The God of Jacob our refuge
For ever will abide."
(Psalms in Meter.)
THE EDITOR.

TOPLADY'S ASSURANCE.
" NOR have I the least doubt of my election, justification, and eternal
happiness, through the riches of His everlasting and unchangeable
kindness to me in Christ Jesus, His co-equal Son; my only, my assured,
and my all-sufficient Saviour: washed in Whose propitiatory blood
and clothed with Whose imputed righteousness, I trust to stand
perfect and sinless and complete, and do verily believe that I most
certainly shall so stand, in the hour of death, and in the kingdom of
heaven, and at the last judgment, and in the ultimate state of endless
glory. Neither can I write this my last will without rendering the
deepest, the most solemn, and the most ardent thanks, to the adorable
Trinity in Unity, for their eternal, unmerited, irreversible, and inexhaustible love to me a sinner. I bless God the Father, for having
written from everlasting, my unworthy name in the book of life;
even for appointing me to obtain salvation through Jesus Christ my
Lord. I adore God the Son, for His having vouchsafed to redeem
me by His own most precious death; and for having obeyed the
whole law for my justification. I admire and revere the gracious
beillgnity of God the Holy Ghost, Who converted me to the saving
knowledge of Christ, more than two and twenty years ago, and Whose
enlightening, supporting, comforting, and sanctifying agen\lY is, and
(I doubt not) will be, my strength and my song in the house of my
earthly pilgrimage."-From the Rev. A. M. Toplady's Will, dated
Feb. 28th, 1778.
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'Jtlgrim 1)apttf3.
WELLSPRINGS.

" For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell."COLOSSIANS i. 19.
DEAR reader, have you ever found any subject to which the Holy
Spirit.has so graciously led your mind to meditate upon, exhausted
in your search and delightful pursuit ~ On the contrary, have you
not rather found it exhaustless, and just as Luther was wont to describe
it "as a field of daisies for multitude and beauty" ~ Oh! the
blessed return of searching the Scriptures with humility and reverence,
and to seek the Holy Spirit's aid in opening up the mind of your
understanding, and revealing something of the blessed " deep which
coucheth beneath." You will find a rich reward and return in the
fulness of it, whilst ever remembering that" the natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit, neither can he know them, for they are
spiritually discerned."
Now in this chapter from which our text is taken, just look out
the little but stupendously great word upon which we desire to meditate
at this time and we shall find" all " is repeated no fewer than thirteen
times: "All the saints" (verse 4), "all the world" (verse 6), "all
wisdom" (verses 9 and 28), "all-pleasing" (verse 10), "all might"
(verse 11), " all patience" (verse 11), " all things" (verses 16 and 20),
and our text, "all fulness." If this be true of one chapter alone,
what should we find were we to search through the sacred pages! But
there thirteen all's in ten verses extol the work of a precious Christ
in the hearts of His redeemed people, who in adoring gratitude are led
to sing,
"My Christ He is the Heaven of Heavens.
My Christ ,,"hat shall I call!
My Christ is First, my Christ is Last,
My Christ is All in All!"

Unsearchable riches indeed -is this treasury of Divine truth as
glorifying the great Head of His mystical body, of whom He is the
first, last, and midst in the glory of their salvation.
Let us glean, dear reader, from this little corner of His Gospel field,
what is by the Holy Spirit written therein for our instruction and
edification. "For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness
dwell." And yet another Scripture tells us how" it pleased the Lord
to bruise Him." And here we pause momentarily to observe how
from the councils of Eternity, the God-man had been set up in the
Eternal Mind and accepted as the alone price for the sins of His people,
so that in the fulness of time it was thus His Father received His reply,
" Here am I, send Me."
Thus His well-beloved Son had entrusted to Him the stupendous
work of redeeming a lost and ruined world (" world" in the sense
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of multitude and magnitude) which no man can number nor measure;
countless myriads wherein His salvation is great and His Name
glorified, for His glory is much more seen in the salvation of sinners
than in the condemning unsaved devils to hell. "It pleased" therefore
the Father that all fulness should be found magnified in Jesus. A
Fountain of Life ever flowing; a Well ever springing up; a River
whose streams never dry; an Ocean exhaustless and bottomless.
Oh, do we not love to sing the high praises of our blessed Redeemer t
" All fulness resides in Jesus our Head," and he who is so blessedly
possessed of Christ, possesses all things. "All things are yours, and
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's."
In Christ, too, we see how all the Old Testament types, prophecies,
and promises, centre. He is therein set forth as the "inexhaustible
Fountain of all the treasures of grace and glory. He is His Father's.
All. He is His Church's All" (S. Eyles Pearce). Within Him is the
treasury of all blessing: treasures of knowledge, wisdom, riches, life_
He is Lord of all, " And all things are of God, Who hath reconciled
us to Himself by Jesus Christ" (2 Cor. v. 18). And" to us there is
but one God the Father, of Whom are all things and we in Him, and
one Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things and we by Him"
(1 Cor. viii. 6).
" For," as the apostle writes in another Scripture, " it became Him,
for Whom are all things, and by Whom are all things, in bringing
many sons to glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect
through suffel'ings" (Heb. ii. 10). And it was the Captain of their
salvation Who could declare unto His Father as He "finished the
work He had given Him to do "-of those unto whom He had manifested the Father's Name-" Now they have known that all things
whatsoever Thou hast given Me are~of Thee" (John xvii. 7). And, oh!
the amazing love which further declared of these that Jesus their
Saviour should call them His" friends," and say, " for all things that
I have heard of My Father, I have made known unto you" (John xv. 15).
And we might dwell upon the" aIls" of Jesus as God-man as " He
went about doing good," "heali!lg all manner of sickness, and all
manner of disease among the people," and when" great multitudes
followed Him, He healed them all." He supplied their earthly wants
by miraculously feeding the many thousands in the wilderness, and
"they did all eat and were filled." He reminded His disciples on
another occasion of His tender, compassionate care over them, that.
even the very hairs of their head were" all numbered." Whilst with
the authority of ~he God-man, He could declare as regarded the salvation of His elect, " All that the Father giveth Me shall come unto Me."
" All things whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My Name He will
give it you." "And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto Me."
His parting blessing after that lifting up was, " And 10 I am with you
alway (all the days) even unto the end."
Oh! the blessedness of this all-covering, little but extensive word!
Our "field of daisies" is inexplorable; and truly we would set the
29
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crown upon the Rightful Head, in Whom " all the promises are Yea
and Amen to the glory of God by us."
All the salvation of every elect sinner is there, and Jesus shall wear
the rightful crown, for He is the King of Salvation, the Head of His
Church, His Body, the Centre of worship. "The Lamb is all the
glory," and in all things He shall have the pre-eminence. In Him
shall all fulness dwell. He has engaged His heart as your and my
Representative, dear fellow-believer, and approached the Father for
you and me; and now, holding fellowship one with another, we have
peace and joy and communion through the precious "Blood which
cleanseth us from all sin." All sin and every sin! Yes, your sin,
poor sinner, who are reading these lines and daily mourning indwelling
sin, a corrupt evil nature, and a divided, deceitful heart. In truth
you feel yourself rightly to be all sin in and of yourself, and you can
do no good thing to recommend you to the mercy of God. But here
is the blessedness. For in the " All fulness " found and found alone
in the dear Redeemer, the Fountain of His precious Blood washes
away all your sins; all your sins are freely forgiven for His Name's
sake: all your daily shortcomings, failures, follies, mistakes, are dealt
with through that blood
" Can thy sins be greater than Christ's merit 1 or thine offences than
His sacrifice 1 It is strange if the malignity of thy sin should be as
infinite as the virtue of His death. He hath satisfied for all the saints
that ever came to heaven" (Charnock).
Oh! He speaks now as He did when upon earth! He will say to
thine heart, " Thy sins are forgiven thee," yea, " Thy sins which are
many are all forgiven." Sins of multitude and magnitude; little
sins, if such a thing could be, as well as great sins; sins of thought,
word and deed, omission and commission, cast away and forgotten,
so freely are they forgiven! And thus is the Father "pleased,"
satisfied and glorified. To His well-beloved Son "all power" was
given in heaven and in earth. This same Jesus with authority could
say, " All that the Father giveth Me, shall come to Me, and him that
cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out" ; in His last official prayer
to His Father on earth He could say, " As Thou hast given Him power
over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast
given Him. . . . And all Mine are Thine, and Thine are Mine; and
I am glorified in them." Not one lost, not one missing, when He
maketh up His jewels, and writeth up His people. Every saved
sinner in the glory is attributing all his salvation to the all-worthy
Lamb" Who was slain and hath redeemed us unto God by His blood."
Truly our subject is a full one, and that because it is full of Christ!
All fulness is found in Him, even that of which they sing around the
throne in heaven, "Blessing, honour, and glory and power be unto
Him that sitteth upon the Throne and unto the Lamb for ever" (Rev.
v. 13). A heavenly song from the lips of redeemed sinners! They
proved His word true when below, and in the midst of and in spite
of all the trials, temptations and sorrows of their wilderness journey,
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they found how He made all things to work together for their good.
Yes, all without a limitation put upon it; for if the Holy Spirit has
written that word all in connection with the varied experiences of the
children of God, we have no warrant to say" Some" in place of the
extensiveness and absoluteness of His all. But we cannot break up
the text (Rom. viii. 28). It is the all things" working together for
good to them that love God, and are the called according to His
purpose." That" all " is in the hand of our unerring God, Who in
His sovereign power and love can so make the bitter and sweet, the
joy and sorrow, cloud and sunshine, smooth and rough, crooked and
straight, rough and plain, all to work together for His people's ultimate
good and His eternal glory. The all things put into our cup are from
His hand. Beloved, what shall we say to those things? "For it
pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." Let us sum
it up in the words of another Scripture by the same apostle: "Therefore let no man glory in men; for all things are yours; whether Paul,
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life or death, or things present,
or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ's; and Christ is
God's" (1 Cor. iii. 21, 22). All blessings are in Christ for His people:
blessings in grace and glory. "No good thing" withheld from
them that walk uprightly. Wrapped up in those" all things," so
freely given with Him, are all the promises of God in Him, " Yea and
Amen, unto the glory of God by us." Since the Holy Spirit has
declared them to be all, we may be sure that it is without exception!
Then when we stand still and consider the wonder and the number
{)f those precious promises, dear reader, it is overwhelming; for they
.are not only there, but there for every heir of promise. It is moreover
.a blessed thought that with all these wonderful promises (and they
.are computed to be 30,000 in the Word of God) scattered throughout
the holy pages, they are there for you and for me, at the exact time
.and moment of our need of one or the other of them. So that God's
thoughts from all eternity are fulfilled in all His redeemed children
.according to their day and need, and His exceeding grace and mercy.
Truly, " happy and blessed are the people that are in such a case and
whose God is the Lord" !
.
R.
.. By the Holy Spirit every true member of the Church is consciously
joined to the Head; and the several memhers are held together rather
by inward than by outward bonds."-Smeaton's " Doctrine of the Holy
.spirit, p. 263.
"' CHRIST lives to undertake desperate cases. 'My little daughter
lieth at the point of death,' says the ruler, but a hindrance arises to
prevent the speedy appearance of our Lord,and the messengers are
.sent in haste to say, ' Thy daughter is dead, why trouble the Master? '
But He says, 'Fear not, believe only. Leave it all in My hands.'
God hath sent His Son to save the lost, to give repentance unto life,
110t to be repented of, and to bless waiting souls."- W. Huntington, S.S.
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THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE DEAD IN CHRIST.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE CHARLES PETTIT M'ILVAINE,
D.D., D.C.L., ETC., BISHOP OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
IN THE DIOCESE OF OHIO.
(Slightly Abbreviated.)
" Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord."-REVELATION xiv. 13.
THE dead! Where are they! In what state are they? What
innumerable connections unite them to us? They have gone where
we are soon to go. They are as we are soon to be. Especially the
dead in Christ-what bonds unite them to those here who are alive
in Christ-all one faInily still! What is their state? Where are
they? It is of them that the declaration in these words of St. John
was written. It is of the dead as they now are, before the resurrection,
and not as they will be after the resurrection, that the text speaks.
After the resurrection they will be the living, as they never were before;
not only alive in the body as well as in the spirit, and alive for evermore, but alive in a power and perfection of life altogether new. To
them, in that day, there will be " no more death." It is therefore of
the disembodied state of the people of God, to whom, as regards
their bodies, there is yet death, that this passage speaks. Their
" earthly house of this tabernacle" has been dissolved. "They are
absent from the body." What a world of intelligent, spiritual beings
are the disembodied dead! Think, that not one soul that ever came
into life since the human faInily began its generations has ceased to
live. They have passed out of sight to us-they have passed out of
this life-this life in the body-this life of preparation for another,
but not one ever passed out of life. What an inconceivable multitude
are the Inillions that now people this earth! But what are they to
those who once were here and are now gone away, and are living,
in thought, in recollection, in ~appiness, or suffering, as really as any
of us! What tides of living men have the passing generations been
pouring into that world, Inillions on millions since death began, and
the first grave was made! On one side or other, of one great line of
.separation, they are all found. It is the same line precisely that
now separates into two great di\risions all that live yet in the flesh.
It is the only distinction among us that will survive us when we are
gone hence. High or low, princes or peasants, in riches or in beggary,
all such distinctions perish when we are laid in the grave. But there
is one that lasts for ever, and runs its lines among the disembodied
that are waiting the resurrection, as universally as it now divides the
people among whom we live. The two classes into which it separates
us here, are they that are in Christ, and they that are not in Christ.
The classes beyond the grave are they that died in Christ, and they
that died out of Christ. There is not a soul in that world that comes
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not under one or the other of those denominations. We are led by
these words to speak of the present state of those who belong to the
former class-the dead in Christ-those "who died in the Lord."
1. What is it to die in the Lord?
It is the last act on earth of bei'ng in the Lord. It is to close our
Christian race as we began it, and as we ran it; it is to be found when
the messenger of death comes for us, just where every call of duty,
every trying providence, every temptation, every mercy, ever since
we began the life of faith, found us-in Christ. It is not the getting
into some new shelter; it is not the putting on some new armour ;
it is not the coming of the Christian into some new relation to Christ.
It is the enduring to the end of a relation formed when the Christian
life began. It is the abiding of the soul in the ark which it entered
when first it renounced the world. It is the having on of that whole
armour of God which we put on when first we became soldiers of
Christ. It is the Christian going through the valley and shadow of
death, precisely as he went through the dangers, and trials, and
sorrows, and duties, of this mortal life, saying, "The Lord is my
Shepherd, I shall not want"; leaning on the hand of that Shepherd,
and saying, " Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me." It is faith
overcoming, in the last conflict, precisely as it overcame in every
previous conflict on the Christian's pilgrimage-the same faith,
resting on the same promises, embracing the Saviour just as ever
before; passing through the Jordan as it passed through the Red
Sea and the wilderness, " looking unto Jesus." It is the child of God
falling asleep in the same arms of redeeming love, in which he was
always embraced, and where always he was safe in the peace of God.
But we must be more particular. "There is now no condemnation,"
saith the apostle, "to them that are in Christ Jesus." To be in
Christ, and to be a Christian, are the same state. We have no beginning
of Christian life, we have no nourishment of Christian life, none of
its consolations, none of its hopes, none of its strength, none of it.s
armour, except we be in Christ Jesus. But once there, we are in
possession of all that belongs to. the preciousness of the Gospel;
condemnation is no more; there is grace sufficient for. us to live by,
and die by; and we have the inheritance incorruptible reserved in
heaven for us-all in Christ, and all ours, because we are in Him.
Is Christ our refuge? We are in the Lord when we flee to Him,
as Noah fled to the ark. Is Christ our Surety and Advocate? We
are in the Lord when we commit the cause of our souls before the
judgment-seat to Him, and thus embrace Him as our representative.
Is Christ our Life, whereby alone we can live the life of holiness unto
God? We are in the Lord, as a branch is in the vine, when we receive
His Spirit, and are thus made to live by His life. Is Christ our Righteousness? We are in the Lord, when, being united to Him by receiving
His Spirit, all His merits as our Mediator, His death for our sins,
and His obedience unto the law, are imputed unto us, and so we are
clothed upon with His righteousness as our justification before God.
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But the same apostle has in another place so striking an illustration
of the doctrine that we cannot refrain from presenting it. Remark
his stirring account, in the Epistle to the Philippians, of his own
earnestness on the very subject before us-namely, that he might
die in the Lord. Especially that verse, " For Whom I have suflered
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I might win
Christ, and be found in Him." Found in Him! Here is precisely
what we are speaking of. To die in the Lord, is at death to be found
in Him. Paul valued all things as utterly worthless in comparison
with that. Does he tell us what it is to be found in Him? Yes; in
the very next words, "That I might win Christ, and be found in
Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God
by faith." In these words we see two descriptions of righteousness
-one, our own, which is of the law; our own obedience, whatever it
be, to the law of God; our own works and merits under the law;
the other, that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousneslf
which is of God, by faith; in other words, precisely the opposite of the
former; not our own righteousness, but God's; not by obedience
to the law, but through the faith of Christ; not the righteousness of
the sinner, but of the sinner's Saviour, Who fulfilled the law, and
endured its curse for him. These two descriptions of righteousness
are so incompatible with one another, that they cannot coalesce.
We cannot wear them both together. If we would put on the one,
we must renounce the other. We cannot be under the law and under
grace; trusting in our own merits, and those of Christ, at the same
time. We see, then, here what St. Paul meant by being found in
Christ.
If found having on his own righteousness; that is, trusting thereto,
wrapping himself therein as a covering from the tempest, when the
wrath of God should come against sin, he would not be found in Christ.
He was therefore most earnest not thus to be clothed, but rather to
be perfectly stripped of all such protection. But, on the other hand,
if found trusting only in the righteousness which is provided of God
in Christ, and embraced by faith, clothed in that spotless robe which
God giveth as a wedding-garment, then would he be found in Christ,
sheltered as perfectly from the condemnation of sin, as Noah, under
the shelter of the ark, from the wrath of the flood; as secure
of life eternal as He in Whose righteousness he is clothed. Thus
do we " put on Christ." Thus is He " made unto us righteousness."
Thus is He "the Lord our righteousness." In that refuge, clothed
upon with that white robe, Paul was abiding when he wrote the
words which we have been now considering. It was all his hope.
And there he most earnestly desired to be found when his work should
be done. He had suflered the loss of all things for Christ; but in
that righteousness he placed no trust. All that, and all else of his
own, he renounced, as incapable of answering the demands of the
law. Christ had suflered all the penalty, and fulfilled all the obedience
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of the law for him. That was the righteousness in which his hope
rejoiced. As his end drew near he wrapped that robe about him only
the more humbly, and confidently, and joyfully. Death found him
where every trial of his faith had found him. He fell asleep, where
he had lived, "in Christ Jesus," and now is he one of that great
multitude of the dead, the" absent from the body," over whose graves
the evangelist has written, " Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.
Even so, saith the Spirit, for they rest from their labours." May we
follow him in his faith, that we be like him in his blessedness! Let
us, then, now consider,
n. The blessedness of those who die in the Lord.
There is something very remarkable in the formal and solemn manner
in which St. John is made to announce the precious declaration contained in this passage. He begins, "I heard a voice from heaven,
saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from
henceforth." Then another voice is heard, giving a confirming testimony to the declaration of the first: "Yea, saith the Spirit, for they
rest from their labours." One is led to inquire, why this peculiar
solemnity, this new declaration from heaven, this new-commanded
record, and this super-added celestial attestation of the same? Was
there anything new to the Church, in the days of St. John, in the
plain though precious truth, he was thus commanded to record?
Had it not been the consolation of believers, and especially of martyrs,
rejoicing at the stake, ever since the Gospel was preached? Had
not St. Paul said, some half-century before, that he knew that when
his body should be dissolved, he should have "a building of God,
eternal in the heavens"; and that for a child of God to be "absent
j1-om the body" is to " be present with the Lord" ?
Let it be remembered that this extraordinary announcement of so
plain and familiar a truth, occurs in the midst of the prophecies of
St. John concerning the persecutions of the saints, by that mystic
Antichrist, called by St. Paul, "the Man of Sin," "the mystery of
iniquity," but called in the verses just preceding our text, Babylon,
because of its eminent likeness t9 that ancient city of corruption,
in its wars against the Israel of God, and in the abominations of its
idolatries. The prophet St. John had just predicted the utter ruin of
that Apostate Church, in these awful words: "Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made all nations drink of the wine
of the wrath of her fornications." Next, an angel denounces the
vengeance of God upon all who should participate in her crimes.
Then, as if to show that, in maintaining a faithful resistance to all
her blandishments and persecutions, would be the great trial of the
faithfulness of the true people of God, the Prophet abruptly declares:
" Here is the patience of the saints: these are they that keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus." Then, to comfort them
in their struggle, comes the declaration: "I heard a voice from heaven,
saying unto me, Write, hlessed are the dead which die in the Lord,
from henceforth."
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Mark the word henceforth. Does it mean from the time John was
directed to write? But why should the dead in Christ be blessed
from that period more than any other? There was nothing in the
close of John's ministry (when he received the revelation), to make
any remarkable epoch in the blessedness of the saints departed. Does
it mean, from a certain point of time, in the course of the fulfilment
Qf the prophecies of this book-a time then in the distant futureas if the voice from heaven, speaking to John, were issuing from the
midst of the events of that future time, and saying, "from henceforth,"
from that period,. " blessed are the dead," etc.? Such interpretation
would teach that it is given only to a certain portion of the dead in
Christ to be blessed and to rest from their labours, while it is not given
to another; and that the distinction rests only upon times and external
events in this life, having no connection with the inward state of
believers: that it is not because they die in the Lord, that some are
blessed and rest from their labours, but because they die at a certain
period, amidst certain events. But this is inconsistent with the
analogy of faith, and with the plain teaching of St. Paul, when, speaking
of the departure of believers in general, he teaches that to depart in
Christ is to be with Christ; and, therefore, to be blessed with the
most glorious rest. It was long before this hearing the voice of heaven
that John had seen in a vision a " great multitude, which no man
could number," standing " before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands," and saying,
" Salvation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb." They had" come out of great tribulation, and had washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." They
were absent from the body and present with the Lord. They had
died in the Lord, and were now blessed in His presence, and love, and
glory, and they rested from their labours. Their rest is described:
" They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall
the sun light on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the
midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living
fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eves."
• What sweet rest! It is exactly what the voice from heaven said
would be the portion of the dead in Christ. And it teaches that as
soon as they came out of the great tribulation, as soon as they died,
they were thus before the throne; and, moreover, that their being
thus blessed and glorified, was simply because "they had washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb"; in other
words, had died in the Lord. From henceforth, from that time of
their death, they were so blessed, and entered into that sweet rest.
We, therefore, understand the word " henceforth" (" Blessed are the
dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth") just as our Church,
causing it to be read over the graves of her people, would teach us to
understand it, and as the Scriptures in other places teach us, concerning
the state of the dead in Christ; namely, from the time of their dying
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in the Lord; as if it were written, Blessed, fl'om the moment of death,
are the dead who die in the Lord.
Viewed in this light, there is abundant explanation of the very
peculiar emphasis and solemnity with which a voice from heaven
declared anew, and directed John to record anew, what the primitive
Church so well understood, and apostles had so plainly taught" and
faithful followers of Christ had so long cherished, and in inspired
epistles to the Churches was so indelibly written. It was foreseen
that a time would come when that truth, so dear to a dying believer,
so unspeakably comforting when a Christian is called to suffer for
his Master, would be almost erased from the memory and belief of
men; when, though it would remain written in the Scriptures, a
Church professing to be the exclusive keeper and interpreter of the
Scriptures, would so keep it out of sight, by keeping the whole Scriptures in bondage; would so conceal it by her rubbish of false doctrine,
and vain tradition, and so deny it, by positive decree, requiring universal
belief in precisely the opposite-thus putting darkness for light-that
it would be necessary that so vital a truth as the redemption in Christ
Jesus should be recorded again, published anew, established afresh,
and with an emphasis and solemnity, as if a new revelation from heaven
had been received. The text is not only a foresight of that necessity
but a prophecy, that at that time of darkness and corruption of the
truth, there would be, under the Spirit of the Lord, a great revival
of that very doctrine of the present blessedness of the dead in Christ,
from the very time of their death; a fresh writing of it in the creeds
of all Christians; a new record of it in their hearts; and a new
attestation thereof by the Spirit of God, accompanying such revived
teachings of the truth as it is in Jesus, with his own sanctifying power.
All this, we well know, was fulfilled.
Opposed to this truth, is the doctrine of the Church of Rome,
concerning the state of the dead in Christ; her abominable invention
of purgatorial sufferings to make them meet for the inheritance of
the saints. The greatest persecutor of God's people, "drunk with
the blood of his saints"; she has forbidden all men, under pain of
her anathema, to believe that very hope of being with Christ and
resting from his labours at the time of death, which the faithful confessor feels to be his precious consolation when suffering her torments,
in his Master's name. Not henceforth, she pronounces, against that
voice from heaven. They that die in the Lord are not blessed when
they die; they do not rest from their labours; they are not present
with the Lord. Such is the voice, not from heaven, but of Antichrist.
What that "mystery of iniquity" has commanded to be written,
and has established by solemn decree, under the seal of some pretended
infallible teaching of the Spirit of God, is, that the dead in Christ,
instead of resting from their labours, have entered on labours and
pains more severe than ever they knew before; instead of being
blessed and happy with Christ, are suffering for their sins, in distant
and dark separation from Him; instead of finding that His blood
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" cleanseth from all sin," are experiencing the pains of purgatorial
flames, for the finishing of the work that He hath left undone; instead
of being relieved by death, are more wretched than before they died;
instead of being liberated from all terrestrial things, are now dependent
on the prayers, and masses, and indulgences of the Church on earth,
on the will of priests, and the charity of sinners, and the payment of
money to buy the priest's mediation, for the diminution of their years
of suffering. What an abomination of the devil, the" father of lies" !
What a horrible poison to cast into the cup of the children of God,
turning all its sweet consolations into bitterness.
Early began the rudiments of that profaneness. It was part of
that" mystery of iniquity," which Paul said had begun to work even
in his day. It went on working and maturing as the Church declined
more and more from the purity of the Gospel, till it became the fullgrown, regularly-decreed, and sealed doctrine of the Church of Rome.
No man was allowed to believe otherwise, under pain of her curse.
At the beginning of the sixteenth century, that evil doctrine was at
its height. It was bringing in enormous gains to the treasury of
the Church and to the vices of her priesthood, in the payments of
poor, ignorant people for masses and indulgences, which pretended
to deliver the suffering souls of Christ's people out of the flames of
purgatory. It was the mine of her wealth, the factory of her merchandise, the very lever of her power. The truth of the Gospel
concerning the blessedness of the dead in Christ, as well as their free
and perfect justification in His righteousness only, had become almost
as unknown as if it had never been written. It was in the Bible yet,
but the Bible was locked up and forbidden the people. Then came
the Revival-the Reformation. As if a voice from heaven had just
been heard, saying: "Write, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord,
from henceforth," from the hour they die; as if the confirmation, " Yea,
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours," had just sounded
from on high; there took place a marvellous, and wide re-establishment
of that blessed truth. It was Tetzel's preaching that very doctrine
of purgatory, and his making _merchandise of men's souls thereby,
that first roused the spirit of Luther, and caused the first blast of the
trump of the Reformation. The Scriptures were re-opened-the
Gospel was preached anew; the whole truth of the sinner's complete
justification in the righteousness of Christ, through faith only, without
merit of works, or aid of priests, or saints, or penances, or indulgences,
was re-written, re-attested, re-established. With it was set up anew,
in the creeds and hearts of believers, the assurance of the present
felicity and rest in Christ, and with Christ, of all that have died in Him.
It is now written before every eye, by the publication of the Scriptures
in so many languages, and their being placed in the hands of so many
millions. It is written so that it can never be concealed again, wherever
the Gospel is preached. Thousands and thousands of faithful ministers
of Christ are engaged in obeying the command to write it. It is written
by the Spirit of God in the hearts of a multitude that cannot be
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numbered, and no powers of Antichrist, no wiles of the devil, can ever
deface, or take it away. Our mother Church wrote it, not only in
her whole testimony to the Gospel doctrine of a free and perfect
justification of every believer in Jesus, by His righteousness only;
but particularly in her office for the burial of the dead, testifying therein
that" the souls of the faithful, after they depart hence in the I,ord,
and are delivered from the burden of the flesh," do live with God,
and " are in joy and felicity"; so making, as well her graveyards,
as her pulpits, proclaim it-so writing it over the chambers of the
dead. That testimony is ours also, and in the same words. We
renew our solemn protest against one of the vilest inventions of Antichrist, every time we lay a believer in his last bed; proclaiming over
his grave, "I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, 'Write,
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, from henceforth; vea,
.
saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours."
Let us pause on these words, and meditate on the happiness of
which they speak. They that die in the Lord are blessed in death
itself. Found in Christ, how changed is death to them! The sting
is taken away. Thc terror is abolished. Where flesh and blood are
vanquished and fall, the spirit rises in triumph and sings her song,
like Miriam at the Red Sea, " Thanks be to God which giveth us the
victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ." "Precious in' the sight of
the Lord is the death of His saints." It is their blessedness in death
to have Him specially near to them; to have most precious communion
with Him; to feel a freeness and strength of faith in committing
their all to Him, which they have not known before; to say with a
confidence, and love, and peace, sweeter than ever they realized before:
" The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want-I fear no evil-Thou
art with me." "The Lord is my light and salvation; whom shall
I fear ~ The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall
I be afraid ~" They" sleep in Jesus." How sweet that description,
by the Holy Ghost, of the death of those who die in the Lord!. It
is going to rest after a weary day. It is all peace, as the sleep of
a child folded in a mother's arms. . " To die is gain." It is the crossing
the river to the blessed land, and the river is divided that the believer
may go over unharmed, untroubled.
The dead in Christ are blessed in being "with Christ," "present
with the Lord." Their "intermediate state" is I:ot intermediate
between darkness and perfect light; between suffering, and unmingled,
ineffable felicity; between being away from Christ, and being in the
full presence and communion of His love and glory_ It is intermediate,
because between death and the resurrection; between being absent
from the body, and being in the body again, when it shnJl be raised
in incorruption; between the full measure of felicity which the soul
is capable of in separation from the body, and that larger measure,
when its original habitation, fashioned like unto the glorious body of
the Lord Jesus, shall be restored to it, and both in one person shall be
"present with the Lord." Thus intermediate their state, their
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presence with Him in glory is without a veil. Their communion
with Him in bliss and love has no barrier to hinder, no infirmity to
weaken, no cloud to obscure it. They were found in Christ at death,
and they must be with Him for ever in glory. Our blessed Lord's
own chosen consolation to His people here is, "I will receive you
unto Myself, that where I am there ye may be also."
They rest from their laboy,rs. They were" strangers and pilgrims"
here, far off from home. They had a wilderness to labour through;
a stubborn, rebellious nature to labour with; many a grievous burden
to bear; a host of infirmities to make them wearied and faint in their
minds; a great work to do, demanding all diligence. Their patience
was often sorely tried. Their hearts were often very heavy. Their
hands hung down. They longed for rest. Now it has come. The
pilgrim has reached the city of habitation. The stranger has arrived
at his home. The burden is dropped. The work is done. They rest
from their labours.
They were soldiers. A great prize was to be gained; a great battle
was to be fought. Their all, for eternity, was at stake. The world
was to be overcome. An adversary of great might, the god of this
world, was to be vanquished. Their march was at every step through
the country of the enemy. The conflict was never over while they
lived in the flesh. Incessantly to stand on the watch, was their
calling. They" fought a good fight and kept the faith." In the
armour of God they trusted, and with the sword of the Spirit they
contended. In their weakness, they were made strong. As their
day, so was their strength. God was their refuge, a very present help
in time of trouble. Thus they endured to the end; sometimes cast
down, never destroyed. Now are they more than conquerors through
Him that loved them. The conflict is ended, the promised land is
gained, the crown is won. The promise of the Lord is fulfilled; "To
him that overcometh w'ill I grant to sit with Me on My throne."
" They rest from their labours."
Sweet, indeed, must be that rest to a soul just escaped out of this
evil world-just delivered from the burden of the flesh, and all the
pains, and sorrows, and sins, of this mortal life-sweet that Sabbath
of perfect rest, after all these working days of the week in which we
are so wearied and heavy laden-sweet that Sabbath in the temple
of the glory of God, in the immediate presence of Jesus, where there
can be no more death, nor sorrow-all tears wiped away, never to
return, the joy of the Lord, our portion and inheritance.
Yes, sweet, indeed, when it is considered with whom, in what fellowship, that eternal rest is to be enjoyed. How little do we know here,
by any just conception, of the love of God towards His children, whom
He hath adopted in Christ, and in whose hearts He hath shed abroad
the spirit of adoption, so that they are "not servants, but sonsheirs of God through Christ"! We measure God's love to His children
too much by their love to Him. And we measure the fellowship and
love of the saints above too much by the feebleness and dulness of
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our love in the Church below. The communion of saints! what do
we know of it now 1 Christian society! social pleasures of holy minds
and hearts, united in Christ and in a common inheritance, baptized
in one Spirit, how little do we know of it! Church relationship!
what conception can we get of it in its fulness and blessedness, from
any specimen furnished in the bonds of brotherhood realized among
believcrs, in the exceedingly infirm, and mutilated, and defiled condition
of the Church on earth, with its mixtures, and divisions, and jealousies,
and strife 1 But oh! when that sweet rest shall come; when the
soul departed finds itself in that communion of "the spirits of just
men made perfect," where is perfect calm from all that agitates this
visible Church on earth; where eye will see to eye, and heart will
come to heart, and sin cannot enter, and love is made perfect, and
the love of God to His people is not only received, but known, and
realized, in all its wonderful depths; when we are come to the New
Jerusalem, to the general assembly and Church of the first-born,
which are written in heaven, to God in His glory, and Jesus as He is,
then shall we understand what holy society is, Chwl"ch brotherhood,
the nearness of the relationship between the children of God's adoption
in Christ, their nearness in love to God, through their vital union
to His beloved Son. Then shall we understand what communion of
saints is-with God, in Christ-with one another, in the life everlasting.
It is a rest which remaineth to the people of God. Only a foretaste
have we here, and that in comparatively a very slight degree; as a
mariner catches a little sense of rest, now and then, upon his ocean
voyage. To form any conception of its ineffable sweetness, remwineth.
Oh, how unsearchable the grace that has prepared such blessedness for
such sinners, and that prepares such sinful hearts for such blessedness!
But methinks we hear some complaint, as if we were omitting to
speak of one very important part of this passage: "Their works do
follow them." No; it is not forgotten. It is reserved as part of the
exhibition of the blessedness of the dead in Christ. But the works
of believers! Those imperfect, unworthy works, which they tried
to do for Christ and His Church, but which they always felt to come
so far short in every duty of motive and spirit, of love, and faith,
and devotedness; the works they so often repented of as most defective,
and all of which they so utterly renounced when they sought the
rock on which to build their hope of justification and acceptance with
God; how can they follow into that blessedness 1 what can they do
in that rest 1 what office have they to perform in the presence of
Christ 1 why will they go with believers, dying in the Lord 1 Mark!
they follow-they go not before to open the door. No, no! "Not
of works, lest any man should boast." Jesus goes before. The
believer?s faith goes before, following Jesus. The door is opened by
the one Mediator, Who hath " for us entered," and Who, by entering
as our Forerunner, and Surety, and Advocate, and Righteousness,
hath opened wide the way for His people. And because His people
enter by Him, their works of faith, and labours of love, wrought by
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His grace, and accepted through His intercession, enter likewise.
They bring no plea. They present no claim. They, too, must be
accepted only through grace, "not of wo'rles." The righteousness of
Christ that justifies the believer, justifies his works as a believer's.
They follow him, not afar off, but immediately, as works always and
necessarily follow faith; inseparably united, going wherever it goes,
its evidences, its fruits, its fulness; the clustering grapes following
hard upon the life and growth of the vine; the manifestation following
faithfully upon the reality of godliness. There is to be a reward
" according to works done in the body"-a reward, not of eternal
life, for that is the purchase of Christ and His free gift to the believer;
but a reward in eternal life, after it has been freely given, after the
ransomed of the Lord have freely entered into the joy of their Lord.
Then will come their reward, according to their works, not on account
of their works-on account still of the merits and grace of Christ alone,
but according to the faithfulness wherewith the believer, in his heart's
works and in his life's works, has adorned his Master's service and
done good to man. That reward will bring sweet contributions to
the blessedness of the departed believer. It will mingle precious joys
with his everlasting rest. Often he will wonder at the abundant
grace, bestowed by his gracious Saviour on what he regarded, perhaps,
as the very least of his doings-the cup of cold water given, the secret
sigh to do what, through opposing providences, was never done; the
box of ointment, broken and poured out, with such a sense of sinfulness
and so many tears, that it was never remembered, but for its unworthiness. But the thoughts of our Lord will not be as our thoughts.
Works will greatly help, through grace, the blessedness which, but
for grace, they could never enter, and would only come into
condemnation.
And now, let us write in our hearts, let us pray the blessed Spirit
of God so to write in our hearts, what the voice from heaven directed
John to write concerning the blessedness of the dead in Christ, that
we who live, and are so soon to die, may be quickened into all diligence
so to live, that when we die we may share that rest.
How comforting and delightful-the assurance we have been considering, concerning those dear departed relatives and friends, who, we have
reason to believe, did die in the Lord! Let us bless God for so plain
and positive a declaration of their state. Let us enjoy it. Let us
not permit the mistiness with which some seem to labour to invest
the condition of the righteous dead, to come over our vision. l\fysterious as their state, out of the body, unquestionably is, it does not follow
that what is revealed concerning it is not plain and certain. True,
we know not what we shall be there; it is a condition of being, of which
we have no analogous experience. But" this we know," because
God has revealed it, that to depart hence in the Lord is to be with
the Lord; and that is enough to know, and enough to give us the
sweetest thoughts of the present glorious communion and felicity of
all those whom death found in Christ.
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But are we to be like them in our death? We are soon to follow
them in the dissolving of our earthly house of this tabernacle. Have we
a good hope that we shall follow them in their departure in the Lord?
How will it be with us? How is it now? Can each of us say, " For
me to live is Christ"? Am I now in Him, as my only hope, my daily
life, a branch that brings forth fruit? It is surely very impressive,
and ought exceedingly to reprove and animate us to greater diligence,
to see St. Paul with all his evidences of being in Christ, and all his
assurance of a crown of glory, still pressing on, that he might" win
Christ and be found in Him." May we meet no sad disappointment
in our hope, when it shall be too late to obtain a better! May we now
make it sure that we abide in Christ, and He in us, so that when we
come to the last trial, we may have such sweet evidence of God's
love to us, and such precious assurance that we are going to Him,
that it may seem as if on the wall of our chamber, for our closing eyes
to read, it were written by the finger of God, Blessed are ye that die
in the Lord; and as if a voice from heaven sweetly whispered, Yea,
for ye rest from your labours!
SERMONETTE.
SINS OF THE TONGUE.
(JAMES iii. 1-12.)
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
How common are the sins of the tongue! How much the Bible has to
say about them! The Apostle James, in his Epistle to the Jews of the
dispersion, who believed in the Lord Jesus as their Messiah, treats
largely of this subject. In chapter i. 26, he says: "If any man among
you seemeth to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth
his own heart, this man's religion is vain." He speaks of some who
professed Christianity, and declares that an unbridled, unrestrained
tongue proved that such profession on their part was but an empty one.
In chapter 3 he returns to this subject, saying, in verse 2, " For in many
things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a
perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body." He shows that
the tongue dominates and sways the whole man for good or evil, and
therefore should, by grace, be restrained. David felt the need of this,
when he said, " I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my
tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before
me" (Ps. xxxix. 1). The Apostle James takes an illustration from the
way horses are governed and guided: "Behold, we put bits in the
horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about the whole
body" (verse 3).
Next, he uses two apt illustrations to show how powerful a member
of the body is the tongue, for good or evil, though it be a very little
one. Mighty ships, liable to be driven by fierce winds, are " turned
about with a very small helm," according to the will of the pilot or

444

The Gospel Magazine

steersman. Again, a spark will oftentimes start a great fire! And
then he says: "And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the
tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and
setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell "
(verse 6). Cursing and swearing has been well called, " The language
of hell." With the tongue" Bless we God, even the Father; and
therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.
Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing" (verses 9,
10). Was it not thus with the Apostle Peter when deeply tried by
Satan? Well does St. James say, "My brethren, these things ought
not so to be " (verse 10).
What an awful sin is lying-a sin of the tongue! "All liars" are
among those named in Revelation xxi. 8, who" shall have their part in
the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone; which is the second
death." It is evident from numerous hints in the Apostolic Epistles
that sins of the tongue are, alas! too common among God's people.
" Idle words, words which are not according to truth, or which reflect
upon the character of another child of God, insinuating evil, magnifying
faults, or words which belittle, words of envy and strife, are the sins of
the tongue prevalent among God's people" (Dr. Gaebelein, Annotations
on the Epistle of James). Truly the tongue is " an unruly evil, full of
deadly poison" (James iii. 8).
We have need to pray, " Set a watch, 0 Lord, before my mouth:
keep the door of my lips" (Ps. cxli. 3); and to bear in mind that it
is written, " Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul
from troubles" (Prov. xxi. 23).

"THE BLESSEDNESS IN DEATH OF THE SERVANTS OF
GOD."
"WE might linger long over this golden passage. It would give us
matter for more than one chapter to unfold adequately, for example,
its clear witness to the conscious and immediate blessedness in death
of the servants of God. We may ponder long what it implies in this
direction when we remember that its' far, far better,' means ' better'
not than our present life at its worst, but than our present life at its
holiest and best; for, as we have observed already, it is 'far, far
bet,ter' than a life here which 'is Christ.' . . . However distinctly
we remember that the disembodied spirit must, as such, be circumstanced less perfectly than the spirit lodged again in the body, ' the
body of glory,' yet this at least we gather here; the believer's happy
spirit, ' departing' from' this tabernacle,' finds itself not in the void,
not in the dark, not under penal or disciplinary pain, but in a state
, far, far better' than its very best yet. It is, in a sense so much better
in degree as to be new in kind, 'with Christ.' "-Bishop Motile's
Philippian Studies on Philippians i. 21-30.
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"TO WILL AND TO DO."
THIS statement came to me the other day, bringing conviction with
it--" It is God Which worketh in you both to will and to do of His
good pleasure." I believed, by the way that they came to me, that
they were indeed spoken by the Comforter. The light of them was
not brilliant, nor the sound loud and long, but there was with them
a hope, an encouragement, and an answer to the need of the soul, that
His words give, unlike any other. We may after a rift in the cloud
plunge again into the gloom, but it has none the less been light, and
it makes up to some extent, though not yet altogether, for all the
darkness that went before. The particular point of the words was,
that one's will is in the hands and at the disposal of God, as much as
is the power to do what is pleasing in His sight. One of our hymnwriters-Toplady, I think it was, prayed-" Subdue the disobedient
will," and it may be that Abraham so prayed, when it became plain
that Ishmael must be cast out. "The thing was very grievous in
Abraham's sight because of the lad." But God knew the sorrow
and bitterness of his afflicted heart, and said, " Let it not be grievous
in Thy sight because of the lad," and it may be that then the patriarch
found a quietness and submission in his spirit. "It is the Lord, let
Him do what seemeth good in His sight." And Abraham rose early
in the morning and sent the child away with his mother, and if ever
he longed for his son, wondering how he did, he could find a satisfying
assurance in the promise God gave him (Gen. xxi. 13). Abraham had
done God's will in sending him away; the Almighty had wrought the
power in him, whether the will was there too, perhaps we may not
really know, except that it says (Gen. xxiv. 1) that" The Lord had
blessed him in all things," and all things include as chief among ten
thousand, a willingness, not passive only, but active to yield to Him
what is dear. The Apostle Paul seemed to feel that the Lord, Whose
he was and Whom he served, might give him power without will. So
he writes in 1 Corinthians 9, 16 and 17: he had to preach, necessity
was laid on him, whether willingly or not.
He knew what the will of the -Lord was, and through all sorts
of conflicts obeyed that will, leaving his own at the disposal of
Him Who in His last agony prayed, " If this cup may not pass from
Me except I drink it; Thy will be done." Moses, Samuel, Jonah,
Jeremiah did not seem always to find that" to will was present" with
them, though there was no mystery about the commandment of God.
David's difficulty, on the other hand, was more about what the Lord
would have him do next. One law only was in his loving heart and
that was the law of God. But clouds and darkness were about Him
and His footsteps were not seen nor known by His poor and needy,
longing, looking servant. God's people might think that if only they
knew what the will of God was, it would be a simple thing to do it,
but where is the power? The forepart of Paul's ship stuck fast and
remained unmovable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence
3°
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of the waves, and yet God was over all and blessed for ever, and they
all escaped safe to land. The will had been present all the time, but
how to perform they found not. I had been thinking such things
for a day or two, thinking of the mystery of God's will, and the powerlessness, uncertainty, or stubbornness, or warfare of my own, of the
conflicts that are revealed to us in the book of light and love, and this
morning looked in The Telegraph for the text on the front page. It
was, " It is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of His good
pleasure." I thanked Him and took courage. Such a sweet, gentle,
tender kindness, was His will and His good pleasure. Such acknowledgements that He knows the way that we take come from His Own
right hand, and are more precious than anyone can say. The coincidence was a gift of His own making, and its purport and help a
a blessing and a promise. If we can look on, as Manoah and his wife
did, and see God work wondrously in ourselves, we shall be glad that
in spite of 'ourselves, we are clay in His hands. The psalmist said,
" Truly my soul waiteth upon God, from Him cometh my salvation,"
salvation from his too great backwardness, from his too great forwardness, salvation from himself as well as from his opposers-salvation,
whatever that might mean, as one day followed another. As he
waited, in Psalm lxii, He heard God say once, yea twice, that power
belonged to Himself. "AIRo unto Thee, 0 Lord, belongeth mercy,"
and one mercy finds a sweet companionship in another when will and
power are both sent down from the God of wisdom and of might, of
strength and of peace, of love, comfort, and of all consolation.
FOLLOWER-ON.
======-"--~-LUTHER AND LONELINESS.
" I RESTRAIN myself, and from love to the Elector and the university
I suppress many things that I would publish against Babylon, if I
were elsewhere. 0 my poor Spalatin, it is impossible to speak with
truth of the Scriptures and of the Church without arousing the beast.
Never expect to see me free frOm danger, unless I abandon the teaching
of sound Divinity. If this matter be of God, it will not come to an
end before all my friends have forsaken me, as Christ was forsaken
by His disciples. Truth will stand alone, and will triumph by its
own right hand, not by mine, nor yours, nor any other man's. If
I perish the world will not perish with me. But, wretch that I am,
I fear I am unworthy to die in such a cause.'
" , Rome,' he wrote again, about the same time, ' Rome is eagerly
longing to kill me, and I am wasting my time in braving her. I have
been assured that an effigy of Martin Luther was publicly burnt in
the Campo di· Fiore at Rome, after being loaded with execrations.
I await their furious rage. The whole world is moved, and totters in
body and mind; what will happen, God only knows. For my part I
foresee wars and disasters. The Lord have mercy on us.'''D'Aubigne's " History of the Reformation," Vol. II, pp. 31, 32.
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"SEEST THOU THIS WOMAN 1 "
LUKE vii. 44.
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIM'S
FRIEND SOCIETY.
JESUS, by desire, was in the house of a Pharisee. What brought Him
there 1 We know not the reason for the request, but the Lord,
acceding to it, " went in and sat down to meat." He was and is" the
friend of publicans and sinners," and sinners still find their way to
where He is.
While He sat at meat a woman who, as the sacred historian says,
" was a sinner," entered. She drew near-she touched the Saviour.
See, she bends and anoints those sacred feet on which her tears fall,
as with the hair of her head she wipes and kisses them. Having seen
the poor soul enter, the Pharisee, who has watched her movements,
draws his own conclusion. "If this man were a prophet, He would
have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth
Him, for she is a sinner."
What a contrast the two present! The man, evincing the coldness
of the censor; the woma·n, the warmth of grateful love: the one
thinking himself clean; the other knowing her need of cleansing.
The Pharisee was awakened from his reverie by the pointed question,
" Seest thou this woman?" Had he seen what Christ ,saw? No!
Christ saw the woman, the Pharisee saw only the sinner. Out of
sinners the Lord makes saints; the rough diamond is polished that it
may shine to His praise. Christ knew her present, what she was;
the Pharisee only her past, what she had been, and appeared to regard
it as impossible that she could have become different. To him she
was a sinner. The Lord was looking into her heart and reading both
her sorrow and her joy; and He saw a new-born heiress of eternal
glory.
See here an instance of Sovereign Grace. It would seem that her
character was well known. There. was nothing in her meritorious;
and if I:lhe were saved, it could only be by the favour of God. "To
seek and to save" such, Jesus came. He Himself says, "I came,
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
Sovereign grace o'er sin abounding,
Ransomed souls the tidings tell;
'Tis a deep that knows no sounding,
Who its length and breadth can tell?
'Tis an ocean
Without bottom or a Bhore.

See also an object of Christ's love. Such is true of every soul who is
drawn to Christ. "No man cometh unto Him except the Father draw."
But the love of the Lord is everlasting, and in loving-kindness He draws
unto Himself. Men love the lovely; but Christ makes lovely those
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whom He loves, and then says, " Thou art all fair, my love." Where,
then, the heart is drawn out in love to the Lord Jesus Christ, we have
a token of Christ's love. Man is never first with God. " We love
Him because He first loved us."
"0 for such love let rocks and hills
Their lasting silence break."
Have we not further an exemplification of the yearning of true love?
This woman would not have entered the Pharisee's house if Christ
had not been there. But He was there, and where He was she would
be near Him. She would express her heart's love to Him by Whom
she was forgiven. Thus the awakened soul wants to be where Jesus
manifests Himself-and longs for closer communion.

AM lONE OF THE

ELECT~

THE following question and answer on this important subject occurs
in The Autobiography of George Muller, p. 15l.
"Qttestion. How may I know that I am one of the elect ~ I
often read in the Scriptures about election, and I often hear about
election; how may I know that I am a chosen one, that I am
predestinated to be conformed to the image of the Son of God?
"Answer. It is written: 'As many as were ordained (i.e., appointed)
to eternal life believed' (Acts xiii. 48). The question therefore simply
is this: Do I believe in the Lord J esus ~ Do I take Him to be the
One Whom God declares Him to be, i.e., His beloved Son in Whom
He is well pleased ~ If so, I am a believer, and I should never have
believed, except I had been appointed by God to eternal life-except
I had been made by God a vessel of mercy. Therefore the matter
is a very simple one: if I believe in the Lord Jesus, I am a chosen
one. I have been appointed to eternal life.
" Again, in Romans viii. 29", 30, it is written: 'For whom He did
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover,
whom He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called,
them He also justified,. and whom He .justified, them He also glorified.'
How are we justified, or counted just ones, before God ~ By faith
in the Lord Jesus (Rom. iii. 20-26). Therefore if I believe in the
Lord Jesus, it follows (on account of the inseparable connection of
all the precious things spoken of in these two verses), that I have been
foreknown by God, that I have been predestinated by Him to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that I have been called, that I
have been justified, and that, in the sight of God, I am already as
good as glorified, though I am not as yet in the actual possession
and enjoyment of the glory."
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THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE, BRISTOL.
FOUNDED BY THE LATE GEORGE MULLER.

(Extracts from the Ninety-fifth Report up to May 26th, 1934.)
IT seems good in the opening chapter of this Report to go back to
the beginning of an enterprise launched a hundred years ago by a
man with a whole soul's desire" for the glory of God's Name." In
Mr. Miiller's Narrative the following entry appears on Feb. 21st,
1834: "I was led this morning to form a plan for establishing, upon
Scriptural principles, an Institution for the spread of the Gospel at
home and abroad." At a public meeting held in March, 1834, this
plan was set forth, and the "Scriptural Knowledge Institution for
Home and Abroad" was duly established, the objects of this Institution
as stated by Mr. Miiller being:
" (1) To assist Day Schools, Sunday Schools, and Adult Schools, in
which instruction is given upon Scriptural principles, and, as far as
the Lord may give the means, and supply us with suitable teachers,
and in other respects make our path plain, to establish Schools of this
kind.
" (2) To circulate the Holy Scriptures. [Later the further object
of the circulation of Tracts was added.]
" (3) To aid missionary efforts. We desire to assist those Missionaries
whose proceedings appear to be most according to the Scriptures."
The Principles of the Institution were briefly stated thus:
" (1) We consider every believer bound, in one way or other, to help
the cause of Christ, and we have Scriptural warrant for expecting
the Lord's blessing upon our work of faith and labour of love; and
although, according to Matthew xiii. 24-43, 2 Timothy iii. 1-13, and
many other passages, the world will not be converted before the
coming of our Lord Jesus, still, while He tarries, all Scriptural means
ought to be employed for the ingathering of the elect of God.
"(2) The Lord helping us, we do not mean to seek the patronage of
the world; i.e., we never intend tQ ask unconverted persons of rank or
wealth to countenance this Institution, because this, we consider,
would be dishonourable to the Lord. 'In the name of our God we will
set up our banners' (Ps. xx. 5).
" (3) We do not mean to ask unbelievers for money (2 Cor. vi. 14-18).
" (4) We reject altogether the help of unbelievers in managing or
carrying on the affairs of the Institution (2 Cor. vi. 14-18).
" (5) We intend never to enlarge the field of labour by contracting
debts (Rom. xiii. 8), and afterwards appealing to the Church of God
for help, because this we consider to be opposed both to the letter and
the spirit of the New Testament; but in secret prayer, God helping
us, we shall carry the wants of the Institution to the Lord, and act
according to the means that God shall give."
Let us note, first, the earnestness of this servant of God to spread
abroad the Word of God and the message of God's salvation, and,
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second, the carefulness which he exercised that the methods of doing
the work should be altogether to the glory of God.
The success of this part of the work cannot be estimated, but the
far-reaching possibilities may be a little understood when we mention
that during the past one hundred years over half a million pounds sterling
were received and expended in these branches of the Institution, whilst
the Scriptures in many languages circulated in different lands have
totalled 394,194 Bibles, 1,688,300 New Testaments and 377,211 portions
of the Scriptures; and, in addition, much more than two hundred
millions of booklets and tracts have been circulated.
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For the beginning of the Orphanage work, however, we must turn
to Mr. Muller's Narrative towards the end of 1835, to find him deeply
exercised upon this great endeavour to make God known, and to
answer for ever the challenge of unbelief, " Where is thy God ~" We
need only quote again George Muller's oft-quoted statement that" the
first and primary object of the work was (and still is), that God might
be magnified by the fact that the Orphans under my care are provided
with all they need, only by prayer and faith, without anyone being
asked by me or my fellow-labourers, whereby it may be seen that
God is faithful still, and hears prayer still. In April, 1836, the first
Orphan House was opened in Wilson Street; the story of the building
of the present large Houses on Ashley Down is well known (or may be
read in Mr. Muller's "Autobiography"), and this present Report
is written to set forth the unfailing faithfulness of the God of our salvation during the past year, and to show forth His praise to the present
generation.
In regard to financial matters, the annual statement of receipts and
expenditure on pages 86 and 87 affords clear evidence that " God is
faithful still, and hears prayer still." Beginning the financial year
with a total balance in hand for the Orphans alone of £14,981 11s. 9!d.,
we received during the year for the Orphans the sum of £33,467 4s. 9td. ;
we spent on their behalf £35,613 Is. 3td., and at the close of our
financial year on May 26th, 1934, we had a balance in hand of
£12,835 15s. 3td. Some little idea of the circumstances of the past
year may be gleaned from the following pages, but we may say here
that it has been a time of continual exercise of heart; daily incomes
very frequently have been exceedingly small, causing us to cry
earnestly to our God, and to our joy He has always sent the needed
help in due time. Remembering the great need of thousands of God's
dear children, I believe that their God and ours has been leading us
in such a path that we might feel greater compassion towards them,
and might pray more sympathetically for them. And this we have
done. Very gratefully have we heard of the many friends who are
praying daily for us also.
To the glory of God we mention that the total sum received for
all branches of the work since the beginning has amounted to tWQ
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million eight hundred and twenty-three thousand and fifty-seven
pounds, six shillings and ninepence halfpenny (£2,823,057 6s. 9id.).
We have much cause for praise to God for the good health granted
to workers and children, and from freedom from serious epidemic
sickness-but we have greatly sorrowed in the removal by death of
four of our children, two of whom had suffered for a very long time:
their bright confidence in their Lord and Saviour had brought thankful
praise into our sadness. During the year we received 42 boys and
43 girls, but as 65 boys and 66 girls left us during the year (a rather
large number being taken away by re-married parents), we had 46
children less in the Homes at the end than at the beginning of the year.
We earnestly ask any readers who may know of cases of needy
orphans requiring a home kindly to send information to us, as we will
gladly render help if possible. Conditions of reception are shown on
pages 78 and 79.
[We would add that all letters in reference to the Orphanage should
be addressed to Mr. Alfred E. Green or Mr. Thos. Tilsley, Ashley
Down Orphanage, Bristol.-(Ed., G. M.)]
REFUSING BAPTISM.
THE Rev. Thomas Hog, M.A., was a noted minister of the Northern
Highlands. He was the instrument of blessing to John Munro, whose
conversion is recorded on pages 5 and 6 of " Some Noted Ministers of
the Northern Highlands."
" The story of John Munro's conversion is of the greatest interest as
illustrative of Mr. Hog's faithful dealing with members of his congregation, and the happy issue of the same. John l\'Iunro, better known
as Caird (Gaelic ceaird, tinker), so named from his occupation, called
on the minister for baptism. But owing to his ignorance he was
refused the privilege of the ordinance until he could show better
attainments in knowledge. On his second appearance before Mr. Hog,
he resented being questioned on such subjects as sin and wrath. . . .
'The Lord's time,' replied Mr. Hog, 'is the best time; when you are
fitter to receive that privilege, I shall be more willing to grant it.'
'Very well, sir,' said John, in a fit of temper, 'keep it to yourself;
you'll give me baptism when I ask it again.' The man went home.
but not to rest; the work of conviction had begun, and he was soon
in deep waters. With the heavy load of sin resting upon him, John
Munro came to the Church, and heard the Gospel for the first time in
reality as the Gospel of his salvation. 'Mr. Thomas, 0 Mr. Thomas,'
was his joyful salutation to the minister, , turn your prayer to praises on
my account, for this day salvation has come to my soul.' "
"GOD does not guide me, He pushes me forward, He carries me away.
I am not master of myself. I desire to live in repose; but I am
thrown into the midst of tumults and revolutions."-Luther.
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THE CUP THAT RAN OVER.
[This story is true in every detail, except the names of the persons
mentioned.]
MR. BARRETT was a godly clergyman, and like many other ministers of
the Gospel, he was a poor man as regards earthly possessions, though rich
towards God. He had a large family, and it was often hard to make
ends meet; but Mrs. Barrett was an excellent manager, and there
was always at least" food to eat and raiment to put on." But there
were many testing times, and again and again the cruse of oil was
almost drained before the God of all mercies once more replenished it.
One such time occurred during the summer holidays, when all the
children were at home together. Mr. Barrett was much in need of
a rest for a couple of Sundays, but funds were far too low to admit
of a holiday. In fact, one Saturday the money came entirely to an
end, and there was no likelihood of any further supply for another
month. There were enough provisions for the week-end, but that
was all. It had always been a fixed principle with Mr. and Mrs.
Barrett never to go into debt, so that when Mrs. Barrett paid the
weekly bills on Saturday, she told the baker and the butcher not to
call again till she sent for them. Then the parents called the family
together, and Mr. Barrett explained the position; after which he read
the fourth Psalm, and then prayed earnestly that their Heavenly
Father would supply their needs.
The children reacted in different ways to the situation. Deborah,
the eldest daughter, was old enough to enter fully into the difficulties
of the crisis, and she sympathized acutely with her parents' anxieties.
She felt almost inclined to rebuke her next brother John, who kept
joking about the matter, and asking, "Hasn't that registered letter
come yet?" "It's like being in a siege! " said another of the children.
The younger ones were so accustomed to being told that there was
no money, and yet finding that their wants were still supplied, that
without any real understanding of the state of affairs they were
completely confident that God would answer their father's prayers,
and it became a matter of interest and excitement to see how the
answer would come. "Well," said Ruth, addressing the larder shelf
as she put away the last half-loaf, " This is just the sort of thing that
happened to Hudson Taylor and wonderful people like that; perhaps
we are going to turn out like he did ! "
Sunday was a trying day. The elder children and their mother
always helped in the afternoon Sunday-school, and on this occasion
they were kept a long time after school was over, listening to the
outburst of a teacher who had been irritated by some of the scholars.
Deborah felt quite overburdened with it all. But at the evening
service she was much comforted by her father's sermon. The text

The Gospel Magazine

453

was, " Until Shiloh come," and I do not know how Mr. Barrett treated
it, but his whole soul was waiting upon God, and his mouth was touched
with fire from God's altar.
That night Mrs. Barrett, who had been cheerfully encouraging her
husband all through, was so worn with the strain that it was decided
that next day she should breakfast in bed: so that when the family
gathered on the Monday, she was absent. The letters were on the
table, and Mr. Barrett immediately became absorbed. Suddenly,
without a word of explanation, he got up and went to his wife. Great
excitement prevailed downstairs, and many were the conjectures of
the children. Their curiosity remained unallayed, till the door opened
abruptly, and Mrs. Barrett put in her head. She was dressed for going
out, and her face was radiant. "Goodbye to you all," she said,
and laughing merrily at the questions showered upon her, she tripped
out of the house, and was seen running down to the tram!
What had happened ~ The mysterious letter contained money
from a friend at a distance, who, knowing nothing of the circumstances, now enjoined Mr. Barrett to take an immediate holiday.
She had sent enough not only for ordinary expenses, but for lodgings
and railway fares. Completely revived by the news, Mrs. Barrett
instantly arranged to go off to look for rooms at a seaside place near by,
and the result was that the very next day the family set off, rejoicing
in the lovingkindness of the Lord.
I think Mr. and Mrs. Barrett must have felt it was worth while
to be poor to have such an experience of the faithfulness of God. It
was the bounty of His provision that overcame them. They had
felt sure that He would not leave His children destitute, but they
had not expected a holiday by the sea to be added to His mercies.
With thankful hearts they joined in Paul's doxology: "Now unto
Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think . .. unto Him be glory."
DAMARIS.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :£ s. d.
"A Bath Friend"
1 0 0
1 0 0
" A Pilgrim" (per Miss L. Ormiston)
"A Thankoffering from Luton "
2 0 0
1 0 0
Cordle, Mr. H. J.
Mathison, Mrs.
1 0 0
0 10 0
Soper, Miss E.
" Well Wisher"
0 3 0
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In JlRrmortam.
THE LATE MISS LIZZIE HAMMOND.
FOR many years of her early maidenhood, our beloved friend, Miss
Hammond, lived with those eminent servants of Jesus Christ, Mr. and
Mrs. Edwin Simper, of Fisherton, Salisbury, and through them doubtless she was introduced to many of the lovers of free grace, who ever
found a welcome to their hospitable home.* Among those stalwarts
in the truth, I have often heard my late beloved friend speak in the
warmest terms of t.he late Revs. F. Baines, W. Lush, J. Vesey, Dr.
Doudney and the Rev. J. Ormiston, all of whom she held in the highest
regard. Of the latter she never forgot a powerful and precious sermon
of his from" Bread-corn is bruised," etc., which made a great impression
on her, and she often expressed the wish in later years that she could
see that sermon in print.
Miss Hammond was a close student of the Word, and next to that
a devoted reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. In the last letter I
received from my dear friend, dated January 23rd of this year, after
speaking of " the cause for praise in having such a comfortable abode
with others who show me every kindness," she goes on to say, " I was
so pleased to receive your letter, for I had been wondering how you
were and if equal to writing (letters), for I know how busy your pen
is in other directions. What a privilege is yOU1'S! to be able still to
carry on your writings for the comfort and edification of so many
readers.
" Dear Dr. Doudney used to speak so often of ' the family of faith.'
No doubt your disabilities for active life you once had, are for your
continuance in helping others by your pen. I send my GOSPEL
MAGAZINE overseas after reading it. I had an opening to Nova Scotia
and Toronto last year, and was so glad to be able to scatter truth which
is again passed on to others. It was so interesting to hear of the
members of your family spared to you. It takes one back to long
years ago! And how ' goodness and mercy have followed us all the
days of our lives.' How are you situated at Mary-Ie-Port now? I
suppose you still have supplies and I hope they are satisfactory. How
the times have changed in the ministry! and the false teaching around
us, how terrible it is, a sign of the' perilous days'! Please remember
me to Miss Ormiston-I hope she is stronger-and with much love
and many thanks for sparing time for me with a letter. Your afL
, Liz.''' (The familiar name by which she went with her cousins
the Grimsdales and her and their old family friends.)
For long years she was the deeply attached friend of Miss M.
Biddlecombe, and shared her home and interests in the College life
of the girls under their roof at Brook Green and later at Eastbourne;
• A letter from the pen of Miss Hammond to Dr. Doudney, telling of the last
days of her beloved Aunt, Mrs. Simper, appeared in the THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE
for 1887.
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and I know how often the dear young people sought out Miss Hammond
for spiritual advice and instruction, and thereby her godly influence
was a means of strengthening Miss Biddlecombe's hands in her arduous
work. Subsequently with failing health they removed to Westonsuper-Mare, where they spent some happy and useful years. When
her devoted friend was called suddenly to enter upon her Eternal
Inheritance, dear Miss Hammond, who never thought with her older
age and increasing infirmities to be the" one left," found the God of
all her pilgrimage true to His Word, and friends were raised up marvellously for the sacred privilege of taking her to their own home; and
most tenderly and lovingly they made it home for her. She was full
of praise to her gracious Heavenly Father and grateful to her friends,
in all her letters speaking of the kindness bestowed upon her in her
old age. Her standby promise during her long life was, "Oh, how
great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that fear
Thee," and she would ever enlarge with a bright, happy expression
of countenance upon the " goodness" being "laid up" against the
day of His children's need. Miss Hammond had the fear of the article
of death all her life. But the God of all grace doubtless brought
His dying grace with Him, even as He had supplied the needed grace
for every living hour. Her friend who ministered to her writes :" Miss Hammond appeared to be in her usual health up to within
a week of the Home-call. The sickness began with some disturbance
of the gall-bladder and was not serious; for the doctor's treatment
soon reduced the temperature, but he explained to me, that there
was always a risk of any affection there, setting up congestion of the
lungs in an elderly person, and this actually happened. Our dear
friend did not suffer any pain, and very little discomfort, and for
this great mercy we were all grateful, and she passed peacefully away
in the presence of those who had grown to love her very dearly. You
knew Miss Hammond for a much longer period than we have had that
privilege, and appreciated her sterling character, her alert and informed
mind, and her generous heart, but during the last fifteen months when
she made her home with us, we too came to understand and value
her and can share your appreciation.
" I shall always cherish the memory of the happy fellowship of this
period. It was a joy to have her and an honour to love and serve her.
" With Christian regards,
" I am yours sincerely,
"L. M. JAMES."
The memorial card enclosed is inscribedIN LOVING MEMORY

OF
MARY E. HAMMOND

who was called Home after a brief illness on July 2nd, 1934. Aged
85 years. Deeply sorrowed by her brother, William H. Hammond
and many friends.
"For ever with the Lord."
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And thus once more has it been our sacred duty to record the Homegathering of another of the saints of God! And in this brief record
to testify of the faithfulness of her God, His keeping, preserving, and
upholding grace by which the doctrines of grace are adorned in the
life, and the Author of all their salvation glorified in the hearts of His
believing people. May we that remain a little longer be kept by the
same mighty and powerful grace, "Steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord," and " looking for that blessed
hope and the glorious appearing of the great God our Saviour," Who
shall receive us unto Himself and so with the Church Triumphant,
we too may be " For ever with the Lord."
R.

THE SYMPATHETIC SAVIOUR.

"Jesus loved."-John xi. 5.
" Jesus wept."-John xi. 35.
" Jesus cried . .. 'come forth.' "-John xi. 43.
JESUS has called, thy loved one's gone,
To dwell with God's beloved Son;
Upon His bosom to recline,
In cloudless peace; what bliss divine!
Jesus the sympathizer knows,
The bitterness of human woes;
The souls bowed down, the spirits crushed.
As sighs escape, and songs are hushed.
Jesus still loves, ceaseless His care,
He hears each broken-hearted prayer;
He soothes the spirits sorely grieved,
And comforts hearts distressed, bereaved.
Jesus once wept with those in grief,
His sympathies afford relief;
The Man of Sorrows still draws near,
To wipe away the falling tear.
Jesus Who spoke will speak in power,
The dead will rise, victorious hour!
The graves will yield to Him their prey,
o glorious resurrection day!
Jesus will come. "Come, Lord," we cry,
To call Thy ransomed hosts on high;
Then past forever sorrow's night,
The mom will break, eternal, bright.
A. GARDNER.
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ClrorresponlJence.
SYMPATHY FROM CANADA.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
(Our readers will be interested to read this letter from a warm friend of
our highly-esteemed friend, the late Archdeacon Noyes.)

DEAR BROTHER HOUGHTON,
I was indeed sorry to hear of your sad loss in the death of your
dear wife, and felt I must write a few lines to respectfully tender my
sincere sympathy. I told the sad news to dear old Mrs. Noyes on
Sunday when I visited her, as I always do. She wished me to embody
in this letter her sympathy with you. She remembers both Mrs.
Houghton and yourself so well. I have been a reader of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE for so many years, and have a photograph of yourself,
that I feel I know you although never had the pleasure of meeting you,
yet through grace we are one in Christ Jesus. I can truly sympathize
with you in your irreparable loss, as I passed through a similar affliction when my wife died over twenty-six years ago on the lonely homestead. Nothing is so consoling as knowing that these dear ones we
have lost awhile are with the Lord.
Not wishing to burden you with any longer letter, as doubtless you
have received hundreds from relatives and friends that you know,
and assuring you that I am remembering you at the Throne of Grace,
I remam,
Your affectionate brother in Christ,
J. G. WILLARD.
P.S.-I may say that Mrs. Noyes is very, very feeble. Past 86
years of age and is longing to go home.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-One of the oldest distributors writes, "I thank you
dearly for your letter and the very fine parcel of Scripture tracts and
magazines to place on board various ships that visit the port. I am
sure they are very interesting books and will be appreciated by the
men. Shipping in the port is very quiet indeed. In the port, however,
week by week we try to further the welfare of our sailors, with a view
of making them quite homely and happy, and it is very kind of you
to think of us from time to time. I very much regret to hear that
you have been very ill for some time, and trust it will be the Lord's
will to restore you to health again, with a view of enabling you
to carry on the noble work that you are doing for our Lord and Master.
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We have not met one another in the flesh, but it is so nice to feel that
though distance may divide us, one great consolation is that we can
think of one another in prayer at the Throne of Grace. Kindly accept
our sincere thanks for the parcels of literature that you so regularly
send us for the sailors, wishing you God's richest blessing in your
work." We are now in the last month of the financial year of the
book-mission, the sixty-first, and friends who would like to help us
to close the year free from debt will know that their kind help will
be greatly appreciated.
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol 4, September, 1934.
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ANGLO-CATHOLIC TEACHING.

" Instructions on Receiving Holy Communion."
" (1) IN going to the Altar-rails, and returning to your place, keep
your hands joined, your thoughts on Jesus Christ. At the Altar-rails,
take the communion cloth and spread it before you under your chin.
" (2) Hold your head straight up, keep your eyes closed, your mouth
well open and your tongue out, resting on your under lip. Then with
great outward reverence, receive the sacred Host, saying in your heart,
with all the faith of St. Thomas, 'My Lord and my God.'
" (3) In England Holy Communion is generally administered in
both kinds during Mass, but you may of course receive the Host only.
You receive the same grace in either case. Guide the chalice firmly
to your lips. You can hold the foot of it with the communion cloth."
The above is taken from an Anglo-Catholic booklet entitled Let
us Pray. It teaches the Mass, 90nfession, the Rosary, Benediction,
etc.
The whole extract is out of harmony with the teaching of the Prayer
Book and the Thirty-nine Articles. The Prayer Book never speaks
of the table as an "altar." An altar implies a sacrifice, and a sacrifice
implies a sacrificing priest. In the Mass, a term now in common use
among Anglo-Catholics, it is held that Christ is offered afresh as a
sacrifice for sin. Hence the Anglo-Catholic so-called priest claims to
offer Christ for the sins of the living and the dead. To do this he
must needs have an altar, and he must needs claim to be himself
a sacrificing priest. In the above extract the communicant is bidden
to "receive the sacred Host."
The word" Host" means" victim."
It is applied to the wafer which Anglo-Catholics use instead of bread.
It is supposed that the wafer by consecration becomes the actual
body of Christ.
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The booklet above quoted says (p. 27): "The solemn moment has
arrived. The priest takes in his hands the bread, and lifting his eyes
to heaven to show that this great wonder is worked by the power of
God, he says the very words of our Lord at the last supper. 'This
is My body.' The bread at that moment is changed into the body
of Jesus Christ, true God and true Man, now present on the altar.
The priest falls on his knees in deepest reverence and then holds up
the sacred Host for the people to adore. Look for a moment on the
sacred Host and say, 'My Lord and My God,' then bow down and
adore."
By calling the bread or wafer a host or victim it is evidently claimed
that Christ is a material sacrifice offered to God. In fact the English
Church Union claims that the so-called priests of the Church of
England are empowered to " offe1' the unbloody sacrifice of the Eucharist
for both the living and the departed," and "sacramentally to absolve
sinners who repent and confess their sins."
No such offering is warranted by Scripture. Christ offered Himself
on the cross once for all. He was " once offered to bear the sins"
of His people. They are" sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all."
Nowhere are we taught in Scripture that the Lord's Supper is a
sacrifice for sin or a sacrifice in any sense. Moreover, the Church of
England definitely repudiates such a doctrine. It says, "The sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was commonly said, that the priest
did offer Christ for the quick and the dead, to have remission of pain
or guilt, were blasphemous fahles, and dangerous deceits" (Article
XXXI).
Moreover, what shall be said of the idolatry taught in the above
extracts ~ The communicant is instructed to "look for a moment
on the sacred Host and say, ' My Lord and my God'; then bow down
and adore." The bread or wafer is supposed to have been" changed
into the body of Jesus Christ, true God and true Man." Then the
priest" holds up the sacred Host (i.e., the wafer) for the people to
adore," and they are told to adore. it as their Lord and their God.
No doubt those who hold and teach this doctrine are sincere, but
sincerity does not make error into truth, nor exonerate the errorist
from responsibility for teaching error.
Finally, who would imagine on reading the New Testament accounts
of the institution of the Lord's Supper, that the Lord intended His
people who partook of it, to keep their eyes closed, their mouths
well open, and their tongues out, in order to receive the bread when
distributed ~
Is it not plain that Anglo-Catholics are not guided by Scripture ~
It is indeed sad to think that educated men should teach such doctrines
and practices, and it is incumbent on all believers to test all they hear
and read by the infallible Word of God. The quotations from " Let
us Pray" are taken from Anglo-Catholicism, by the Rev. F. G.
Llewellin, pp. 21, 22, 28, 29. See Reviews and Notices of Books.
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lLtebtebJs anb jtottces of 13oots.
EBENEZER STONES. An Autobiography by Miss Abigail Fincham.
Pp. 80. Price 2/- net. (Robert Stockwell, 5, 6, and 7, Baden
Place, Crosby Row, London, S.E.l.)
The sub-title of this volume is " The Remarkable Experiences in
Providence and Grace of Abigail Fincham from Childhood to Old Age."
Before it was printed the manuscript was sent to us, and we read it
through with deep interest. Being requested to write a Foreword we
said, "This Autobiography is remarkable in many ways. First, it
is remarkable for the ability with which it is written. As a child the
authoress did not receive much education, yet she possess;ed a wealth
and flow of language in writing which is not possessed by many whose
educational advantages are far superior to hers.
" Secondly, the Autobiography is remarkable for the varied experiences of the authoress. Her spiritual experiences show how deeply
she was exercised in soul, and how evidently the Lord wrought in her
and led her by His Spirit. Her temporal experiences show how much
the Lord may test the faith of His people, both in regard to their bodily
health and also in regard to the supply of their temporal needs.
"Thirdly, the Autobiography is remarkable for the wonderful way
in which the Lord provided for the needs of His needy servant. Though
she was often brought low, she was no less often helped of the Lord. . .
" We hope this Autobiography will have a good circulation. It is
calculated to confirm the faith of all the Lord's people who read it,
rich and poor alike."
We may add that Miss Fincham was a regular and appreciative
reader of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
The book is well-printed, and is in good type.
ANGLO-CATHOLICISM. By the Rev. F. G. Llewellin, B.D. Pp. 126.
Price 1/-; by post, 1/2.
This is an able exposure of the unscriptural and Romish character
of Anglo-Catholicism, or the Romeward Movement in the Church
of England. Mr. Llewellin deals ably with the outstanding errors of
the movement, quoting extensively from Anglo-Catholic writings in
proof of his position. All who would realize how completely the
whole character of the Church of England is being changed from the
position taken up by our martyred Reformers would do well to read
this little volume.
" IF ever I had a foretaste of heaven's own joy on the earth, it was
while preaching Christ crucified to sinners"; "and never did I truly
preach the Gospel, but while I felt that I myself was the greatest sinner
in the congregation."-Rev. John Kennedy of Killearnen.

