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A MINISTRY OF FIFTY YEARS.
" I thank CHRIST JESUS our LORD, Who hath enab ed me, for that He
counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry."-1 TIMOTHY
i. 12.
ON LORD'S Day morning, September 20th, in the year 1885, we
walked in company with the precious one whom the LORD had
appointed to become our dear partner in life, to Manchester
Cathedral. In that building, and on that morning, we were set
apart for the ministry of the Word in the Church of England. Dr.
J ames Fraser was then Bishop of Manchester, and we were amongst
the last batch of men whom he ordained. Naturally it was a great
day in our life, and in the life of her to whom we were joined in
marriage about six months later. We were already one in the
LORD, and one in our grasp of, and delight in, the great doctrines
of grace, and, because of our oneness, we felt that we were both
being put into the ministry, her ministry, however, being wholly
confined to the ministry of the Word amongst her own sex. That
LORD'S Day at an evening service we preached our first sermon
as a minister of the Church of England. Our text was, "I am
not ashamed of the Gospel of CHRIST: for it is the power of GOD
unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek" (Rom. i. 16).
We have preached a great many sermons during the fifty years
which have since elapsed, but we trust we have always preached
the same Gospel. Our grasp of its saving truths has, we trust,
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become stronger and clearer, but, by the grace of GOD, the Gospel
which we preached then was the same Gospel which we preach now.
We have never been of those who seem to think that the Gospel
which was preached in the first century is not suited for the
twentieth century.
We have, all through our ministry, believed that there is but
one Gospel-" the Gospel of the grace of GOD "-and that we
can neither improve on the Gospel of GoD which the apostles
preached, nor can we improve on the simple methods which the
apostles adopted. They simply and always preached the old
Gospel, in dependence on the power of the HOLY GHOST, and it
pleased GOD, through what some regarded as the foolishness of
preaching the Gospel, to save them that believe.
If we deliver the same message, in prayerful dependence on the
same power, we shall have as much encouragement as it pleases
GOD to give. His Word" shall not return unto Him void, but it
shall accomplish that which He pleases, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto He sends it." We cannot get rid of the sovereignty
of GOD in regard to the blessing which will attend the preaching
of His Word. Not the conversion of the world is His purpose, but
the taking out of the world a people for His name. (See Acts xv. 14.)
That purpose He is accomplishing, and will accomplish, and it
behoves His servants to go on preaching the old message, in
dependence on the SPIRIT'S power in order that they may be
instruments in His hands in fulfilling His gracious purposes of
mercy towll,rds all kindreds, nations, and peoples, and tongues.
Moses said to the childreJ! of Israel, "Thou shalt remember all
the way which the LORD thy GOD led thee these forty years," and
it seems to us that we may rightly look back and in some measure
review the past on the occasion of our ministerial Jubilee.
1. First, our hea,rts are filled with praise and gratitude to GOD jfiir
all the marvellous mercies which we have experienced during that
period.
Our hearts are filled with gratitude to Him for putting us into
the ministry of His Word. We feel it is no small privilege to have
the opportunity of preaching "the unsearchable riches. of
CHRIST," and we thank GOD for all the providence and mercy which
led up to this great privilege.
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We thank Him, too, for giving to us a dear and precious companion in this work. We have known of ministers whose wives
were not in sympathy with them in the LORD'S work. By the
great mercy of GOD this has not been our case. We were one in
the LORD, and one in rejoicing in the great doctrines of grace from
the beginning. For over forty-eight years the LORD permitted
us to journey and labour together in the closest of earthly bonds,
and we record with gratitude that her ministry amongst her own
sex was attended with great encouragement and blessing. Eight
children were given to us-four boys and four girls-and ever since
she was taken Home from us, it has been a constant theme for
thanksgiving to GOD that His electing, redeeming, regenerating and
keeping mercy, grace, and power have been extended to us all.
Our ministerial experience has been varied in its character.
'Ye began our ministry at Emmanuel Church, Bolton, in September,
1885. It was then an Evangelical Church. The death of the vicar
(Rev. R. C. Weston) in 1887 made it necessary for us to move.
-St. Mark's, Barrow-in-Furness, was our next sphere, from 1887
to 1889. The Church there held 1150 people, and in those days,
when the doors opened for the evening service, the street was full
of people waiting to enter. It was a fine sight to see the Church
full every LORD's-day evening, and often chairs was occupied in
the aisles in addition. Yet the service was absolutely plain. All
the prayers and responses were said in the natural voice and the
psalms were read. There were no anthems and no harvest
decorations, and the sermons at the evening service usually lasted
forty minutes.
_
We mention these things to show that there have been cases of
crowded congregations without resorting to surpliced choirs, musical
services, anthem and solo singing, and decorations of churches at
harvest-thanksgiving services. The vicar at St. Mark's was the
Rev. T. J. Madden, afterwards Archdeacon of Liverpool.
Christ Church, Chadderton, near Oldham, Lancashire, was our
next sphere. The vicar, the Rev. Thomas Chapinan, had, we believe,
been brought up under the late Rev. Dr. Hewlett, vicar of Astley,
near Manchester. He was a well-known preacher of the great
doctrines of grace. We once heard him preach in the Rev. T.
.Dickinson's Church, St. Clement's, Higher Openshaw, Manchester.
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We were at Chadderton from 1889 to 1891, when we removed to
St. Thomas's, Stafford, as curate to the late Rev. W. Kendall.
Here we laboured till 1897, when Mr. Kendall resigned. Then
after three months' temporary duty with the late Rev. F. J.
OIiphant, vicar of Woking, Surrey, we became curate to the late
Rev. Henry Martin, at Trinity Church, Derby. Mr. Martin was
kindly desirous that we should have a more permanent position
of our own, and, largely through his influence, We became minister
of Kensington Episcopal Chapel, Bath, from 1898 to 1917, when
we came to our present sphere-Whitington Vicarage, King's Lynn,
Norfolk.
We never had any doubt that the LORD Himself led us into and
out of these various spheres of labour. Our usual prayer was
that the LORD would shut any door into which He would not have
us enter.
Looking back we feel that the varied experiences we had were
all good for us. In all of them we believe the LORD gave us much
encouragement, and we thank Him for all the leadings of His
providence in connection with them.
Our ministry in Bath brought us into frequent touch with the
late highly-esteemed and faithful Rev. James Ormiston, Rector
of Mary-le-Port, Bristol, and Editor of this MAGAZINE. He was
the Convener of the CIifton Conference, now defunct, and from the
year 1899 to 1913 we felt it a great privilege to be amongst
the speakers at that annual gathering of the LORD'S people.
At the Conference in 1899 we also had the privilege of preaching
the Conference Sermon.
At Mr. Ormiston's invitation we were invited to become one of
the Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and we well remember
spending a considerable time in thought and prayer, when reading
over and thinking about the terms of the carefuIIy-drawn-up Trust
Deed. We felt it a solemn thing to sign such an important
document.
In March, 1910, we began to assisll Mr. Ormiston in the work
of the MAGAZINE in consequence of his serious illness.
Dear Mr. Ormiston was called Home on September 30th, 1916,
and with the December issue of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE we felt
ourselves greatly privileged to enter upon the position of Editor.
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Warm testimony to Mr. Ormiston's faithful ministerial and
editorial work is given in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for November,
1916.
By the great mercy of GOD we have felt it a great privilege to
continue the work of the MAGAZINE ever since the work was
entrusted to us, and we thank GOD for His mercy and grace.
Amongst the manifold mercies for which we would unfeignedly
thank GOD at this time are those connected with the bringing up
of a family of eight children.
One of our vicars once said to us, "You know, you are standing
in your own light." We knew that to be true. We felt all through
our ministerial career that we could not go with the crowd. For
example, we made a point of never accepting a curacy at a Church
with a surpliced choir, and we always refused to accept invitations
to preach at harvest thanksgiving services at which the Church
was decorated with fruit, flowers, and vegetables.
The stand we have felt conscientiously obliged to take, with all
courtesy we trust, has shut us off from positions of influence in the
Church of England, and consequently it was no small matter to
bring up a family of eight children. An anecdote in Toplady's
works was often an encouragement to us. "Sir! you have just
as many children as the patriarch Jacob." "True," answered
the good old dime, " and I have Jacoh's GOD to provide fOl' them."
The faith of the late George Miiller, founder of the Bristol
orphanages, has been a great stimulus to our own faith in the GOD
Who giveth to His people richly all things to enjoy. Three things
we always tried to keep in mind. First, that we should never go
into debt. Secondly, that we should tell our needs to none but
God. Thirdly, that we should always put the spiritual interests
and welfare of our children in the foreground, and regard education
and earthly advancement as ahsolutdy secondary. Unworthy of
the least of GOD'S mercies though we are, we thank GOD for all His
remarkable and varied providential mercies in connection with
the bringing up of a large family.
2. A second remark we would make in reviewing the past is in
reference to the great change which has come over the Church of England
and other Churches during the past fifty years.

In the year 1885 the Oxford Movement had been exercising its
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evil influence on the Church of England for fifty-two years. Many
of the Old Evangelicals were naturally concerned, and the late
Rev. J. B. Waddington, Vicar of Low Moor, Clitheroe, Lancashire,
formed in 1879 the Evangelical Protestant Union. This was
intended to consist "of sound men only" who "were willing to
make a firm stand for Protestant practice and Evangelical truth."
It was felt that there were many in the Evangelical ranks who were
gradually slipping into High Church ways as to the decoration
of Churches, surpliced choirs, with processions, etc., which would
certainly be followed by concessions in doctrine, and the intermingling and absorbing of the sound with the unsound.
The members of this Union declared their belief in the full
inspiration of Scripture, the total depravity of man, the perfect
and finished character of CHRIST'S offering for sin, justification by
faith only, and the eternal punishment of those who die unbelieving
and impenitent. They declared that it is the office of the HOLY
SPIRIT to quicken the souls of the elect, and that all such form" one
true and universal Church." They rejected the doctrine of
Baptismal Regeneration and the doctrine that " CHRIST is present
in, or received with, the elements of bread and wine in the LORD'S
Supper." The clerical members agreed that when preaching in
their own Churches they would wear" the academical gown," and
not sanction the introduction of surpliced choirs into their churches.
Amongst the members of this Union, as far back as the year 1887,
were the late Revs. Dr. Doudney, Henry Fisher, William Fleming,
J. G. Gregory, A. A. Isaacs, J. C. Martin, James Ormiston, Marcus
Rainsford, J. G. Rainsford, C. H. Wainwright, Dr. Edward
Wilkinson, Charles Guest, Aoraham Haworth, Rely H. A. Smith,
J. B. Waddington, R. R. Cousens, T. Dickinson, Isaac Hawker,
W. Johnson, EdwardJump, E. H. F. Cosens, and Warden F. Stubbs.
Amongst the lay-members were the Hon. P. Carteret Hill, Thomas
Smelt, W. H. G. Bragshawe, James Inskip, Chancellor Joly,
Major M. Frobisher, Mr. R. McNeall, Mr. R. Shuttleworth, and Mr.
John E. Slater. Many of these men we knew personally, and most
of them we heard at meetings. The Rev. G. T. Fox, of Durham,
was also a member.
They represented such places as Bristol, Leamington, Chislehurst, London, Brighton, Tunbridge Wells, Leicester, Southsea,
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Dundalk, Manchester, Blackpool, Chapel-en-le-Frith, Tewkesbury,
Burton-on-Trent, Market Rasen, Bacup, Bolton-le-Moors, and
Liverpool. Archdeacon Taylor, of Liverpool, was a frequent
speaker at the Evangelical Protestant Union Annual Conferences.
These men, and others with them, bore faithful testimony to
Evangelical and Protestant truth, and they sought to stem the tide
of error, and to preserve simplicity and spirituality of worship.
No doubt the influence of their testimony was great and farreaching, but by degrees they were all called Home, and it is sadly
evident that the new Evangelicals, in many cases, are not as staunch
in their fidelity to the old truths, and not as simple and spiritual
in their services, as were the old. A large number indeed of those
who still cling to the name Evangelical are Modernistic in their
teaching. Recently a union of such men adopted the Eastward
position at a Conference Communion Service, and the ministers
wore coloured stoles.
Moreover, s)lrpliced choirs and other things are now the rule
rather than the exception. We no longer possess such Bishops, as
Bishop Jeune, Bishop Waldegrave, Bishop Ryle, and Bishop
Stratin.
A complete change-for the worse as we think-has come over
the Church of England.
Nor are things better in Nonconformist Churches. Modernism
and worldliness prevail very largely amongst them. The country
of John Knox is by no means what it once was. Let anyone
compare the papers read nowadays at the Islington Clerical
Conference with those read in former years, and it must be
admitted that Evangelicalism now is very different from what it
once was.
Moreover, Church attendance is getting thinner and thinner.
We recently heard of a Church which holds a thousand having a
congregation of forty-one all told, in a parish of nearly 5000
people. Recently we were in a nonconformist chapel which seats
a thousand, and we learned that the congregation numbers about
one hundred. These are not isolated cases.
All these things are to be deplored, and the LORD'S true people
need to lay them to heart. It seems as if GOD were judicially
withdrawing His blessing from the professing Church in general.
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It must be owned that apostasy from the old truths prevails very
largely, and that worldliness (including worldly methods of getting
money for the LORD'S work) has taken possession.
Worldly services and worldly entertainments abound. Do we
not need to consider our ways, and by GOD'S grace to abandon
everything which is unwarranted by Scripture ~ Do we not need
to get back to the doctrines, methods and simplicity of apostolic
times ~
Whatever others may do, we would humbly suggest to the
LORD'S people who read these lines that they would grasp afresh
the great and precious truths of GOD'S Word, and seek to live in
more holy separation from all the evils which have crept into the
professing Church. The path of separation is a lonely one. It is
painful to have to refuse, in some cases, to join with some who are
the LORD'S people, but fidelity to GOD and to His revealed truth
must be our first consideration. Outward union is the great desire
of many in the present day, but we cannot rightly be in union with
Sacerdotalism, Modernism, Unitarianism and Worldliness. To a
large extent we must write " Ichabod" on the professing Church,
"the glory is departed." The gold has become dim, the fine gold
is changed. The massive theology of former times has become
a thing of the past, and a very shallow theology has taken its place.
Few men now are" mighty in the Scriptures." In a very large
number of cases the Bible is not needed in the pew when the sermon
is preached. Expository preaching is a rarity. Many sermons
are the thoughts of the preacher rather than the expression of the
thoughts of GOD.
There is a sad lack of courage amongst many Evangelicals.
Through the fear of man they acquiese in the use of unscriptural
hymn books, unscriptural parish magazines, unscriptural organizations and societies, and unscriptural ornaments, and services of an
unspiritual, fleshly, and worldly character. It is a vain thing to
denounce Sacerdotalism at protestant meetings if sacerdotal bishops,
and sacerdotal archdeacons and canons are invited to preach in
our pulpits, and to preside at missionary meetings, and to take
the chair at functions connected with Evangelical causes. It is
saddening in the extreme to notice the compromising spirit of the
day. We preach sermons about the courage of Shadrach, Meshach,
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and Abed-nego, of Daniel, of David, of Elijah, and of Micaiah,
but where is our courage, and where is our faithfulness 1 How
much we need to lay to heart the words of the apostle--" Do I seek
to please men 1
For if I yet pleased men, I should not be the
servant of CHRIST" (Gal. i. 10). "What fellowship," says the
apostle, "hath righteousness with unrighteousness 1 And what
communion hath light with darkness 1 . . . Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the LORD, and touch
not the unclean thing." The path of truth has always been
unpopular. It is very unpopular to-day. There are truths which
Evangelicals never mention, and yet they have subscribed to them.
CHRIST Himself Who was the way, the truth, and the life, and Who
was absolutely sinless in His character, was not popular. If we are
His sheep we shall hear His Voice, and we should be content to
follow Him in the loneliness of His earthly path. May we be
willing, and may we have grace and courage at all costs to "go
forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach" (Heb.
xiii. 13).
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

(Thomas Houghton).

THE LORD'S COMING.
" ALL the election of grace will be there. And when He shall come in
the glory of His power, to be glorified in His saints, and to be admired
in all them that believe, then will-His mystical body be made perfect
in eternal bliss and blessedness; and He, the glorious Head of the
Church, and they, the glorified members, will outshine the sun in his
meridian height, and fill heaven with a blaze of eternal glory. Nor will
glory alone be their portion, but holiness and happiness and joy
inexpressible, where there are rivers of pleasure at God's right hand
for evermore. This is reserved for you, ye suffering saints and children
of God, for you that fear His Name, and believe in the Son of His love.
As in Egypt, ' not a hoof shall be left behind.' The sleeping dust of
His departed saints will be raised, and those who are' alive at His
coming shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air, and so shall they ever be with the Lord. Therefore
comfort one another with these words.''' (Selected Sermons, by J. C.
Philpot, p. 165.)
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WAITING FOR GOD.
(AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE EDITOR AT THE CLIFTON
CONFERENCE, ON WEDNESDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 3RD, 1906.)
" Our soul waiteth for the LORD: He is our help and our shield"
-PSALM xxxiii. 20.

M"R. O"R~'-~'1:.C\"-) ~~"'-~ c,~~\..~~"\h'S. ~'i."\'i.'S."'0~,-\ "!~Th~Th\)~1:

'8\)ID~ J'~al'S

ago reading in one of John Newton's letters a remark in which
he said something to this effect-that although he had been a
minister of the Gospel for twenty years, he still felt as much in
need of Divine grace when he stood up to preach as ever he had
in his previous ministerial history. That is my feeling this
morning. I have had the privilege-the exceeding great privilege
-of standing on this platform on several occasions in the past
at these Conferences, but I still feel utterly helpless in myself
to say anything that may be helpful to the Lord's people. With
the Apostle Paul, I ask, "Who is sufficient for these things 1 "
but, with him, I thankfully add, "Our sufficiency is of God."
In the Lord's name, therefore, I stand before you this morning
to endeavour to continue the subject upon which we are thinking
on this occasion.
I dare say that some of you have noticed in the circular which
our beloved Convener issued, on the second page of it, that two
texts are referred to-one referring to waiting upon God, and
the other referring to waiting for God. In Psalm lxii. 1, we
read, "Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from Him cometh my
salvation"; and in Psalm xxxiii. 20, we read, "Our soul waiteth
for the Lord: He is our help and our shield." You notice in
both of these passages the word "soul" is mentioned. Now
waiting upon God and waiting for God are both exercises of soul.
Mr. Spurgeon, in his" Commentary on' the Psalms," says, "Soul
music is the very soul of music"; and so we may say,
"Soul prayer is the very soul of prayer." There can be no
waiting upon God unless the heart go out in real earnest
supplication, and there can be no real waiting for God unless the
soul be brought into exercise.
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" three things in reference to
In 1 Samuel i. and ii. we have
the heart of Hannah. First there was heart grief, and then
there was heart prayer, and then there was heart joy. Her
husband said, "Why is thy heart grieved ~" And then, as the
outcome of that there was heart prayer. "Now Hannah, she
spake in her heart, only her lips moved, but her voice was not
heard." "Out of the abundance of my complaint and grief I
have spoken hitherto." "I have poured out my soul before the
Lord." Then what was the outcome of that ~ She waited" upon
God, and then she waited for God, and eventually she was able
to say, "My heart rejoiceth in the Lord" (see 1 Sam. i. 8, 13,
15, 16; ii. 1). Is not this always the case in reference to waiting
upon God? There is a sense of need-we wait upon Him with
our hearts, and, when in the fulness of His own time He answers
our petitions, then our hearts rejoice in the Lord.
Now, our subject to-day is specially" Waiting for the Lord."
The two aspects, or the two departments of the subject, are
closely interwoven the one with the other: they go together more
or less. The man who waits for God has first of all waited upon
God, and he goes on waiting UPON the Lord while he is waiting
FOR Him to put forth His hand and manifest His power on his
behalf.
Now, my first point is this, tkat waiting for God is an exercise
of soul which is divinely ervjoined and divinely approved. The
Lord Himself says to us in His Word, "Rest in the Lord and
wait patiently for Him." And then we are told that" It is good
that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation
of the Lord." Now I think it is a great encouragement to have
the assurance in our hearts that if we are waiting for God we are
in the line of His will. You know if you wait for God you will
find that you will have to be tried, you will find that you will have
to suffer! Waiting for God brings suffering. We have a simple
illustration of it in the case of Mary and Martha. I take it that
Martha was impatient. She was unwilling to wait for God's
time in reference to her domestic duties, and"so she did not avail
herself of the precious opportunity (of rare occurrence) of sitting
at the feet of her Lord and hearing His word. Hence she said
to Jesus, "Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister hath left me

~
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to serve alone? Bid her that she help me." That was a rebuke
for Mary, and if you wait God's time you must expect sometimes
to have a rebuke even from your friends, but if you know that
in waiting for God you have His approval, you need not be concerned about the opinions of men. . I feel increasingly we need
to have God's Word as the foundation for all we say and for all
we do. We are living in dangerous and perilous times, and there
is an increasing need for the Lord's people to wait for God. We
are regarded by others as "behind the times," and it is not an
easy thing to stand steadfast, to do God's work in God's way,
when so many others are going their own way, and not u'aiting
for God. So, first of all, you are on right ground if you are waiting
for God.
Secondly, waiting for God is an exercise in which the Lord
Jesus Himself engaged. We were reminded yesterday by Mr.
Turpin that the Lord Jesus, as Man, was pre-eminently a Man
of prayer. He waited upon God. He waited upon His Father.
At His baptism He prayed-before His transfiguration He prayed
-before He chose the twelve apostles he prayed-in the Garden
of Gethsemane He prayed-whole nights He seems to have
spent in prayer-He was pre-eminently the Man of Prayer. As
Man He waited upon God in prayer. But it is also true that He
waited for God-He waited His Father's time. We may say
this, in reference to the time preceding His Incarnation, He
waited for His Father in reference to the time when His Incarnation should take place; He had undertaken, in accordance
with the everlasting Coven~nt of Grace, to be the Surety of His
people. He had undertaken, in the fulness of time, to come
forth from His Father, in order that He might bear the penalty
of sin for His people, and save them with an everlasting salvation; but He waited His Father's time. He did not come until
He was sent. When the fulness of the time was come-then
God sent forth His Son and then His Son came. "He sent forth
His Son to redeem them that were under the law that they might
receive the adoption of sons." Then, He waited for God in
reference to the time in which He should commence His public
ministry. We know He was about thirty years of age when He
began His public ministry. Why did He not begin when He

./
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was 23 or 25 ~ I apprehend He was waiting His Father's time.
He knew the Father's purpose. It was the Father's will that
another messenger should precede Him-that John the Baptist
should come "to prepare His way before Him." Hence, He
waited till John had commenced his ministry; He waited till
the fitting moment, and then He came to John; He was baptized
by him, and He was anointed with the Holy Ghost and was
sent forth" to preach good tidings unto the meek," to bind up
" the broken-hearted," and" to proclaim liberty to the captives."
He was always about His Father's business. Even as a boy He
said, "I must be about My Father's business," and He waited
His Father's time in reference to the work which His Father
had commissioned Him to accomplish. And so dttr'ing H1:s
pttblic ministry we see indications that He waited for God. For
example, take His first miracle, in John ii. 4. Mary said to
Him, "They have no wine," and His answer was, "\Voman,
what have I to do with thee ~ Mine hour is not yet come." I
understand that He was waiting for the fitting moment to work
that miracle, and, as He always did those things which pleased
His Father, He was waiting for the Father's time before He
changed the water into wine.
How strikingly this is illustrated in the case of Lazarus. A
message came to Him (John xi.), "Behold, he whom Thou
lovest is sick," and He replied, "This sickness is not unto
death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be
glorified thereby." "Now, Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus." And yet when He had heard that He was sick,
"He abode two days still in' the same place where He was."
There was no hurry. Why ~ He was waiting His Father's
time-He was seeking His Father's glory; His Father's glory
would be more strikingly manifested and promoted by raising
Lazarus from the dead than by raising him from a bed of sickness.
In John vii. we read that "His brethren said unto Him,
'Depart hence and go into Judrea, that Thy disciples also may
see the works that Thou doest.' Jesus answered, 'My time is
not yet come, but your time is always ready. The world cannot
hate you, but Me it hateth, because I testify of it that the works
thereof are evil. Go ye up unto this feast. I go not up yet
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unto this feast, for My time is not yet full come.' When He had
said these words unto them He abode still in Galilee." May we
not conclude from these words that His movements were regulated by the Father's will? He waited for God.
Next, He waited for God in reference to His sufJerings. The
fortieth Psalm is a Messianic Psalm, and, therefore, we are right in
believing that He is the Speaker in the opening verses as well
as in some of the other verses. He says, "I waited patiently for
the Lord, and He inclined unto Me, and heard My cry." He
waited upon His Father during His sufferings in the Garden of
Gethsemane. He cried, "If it be possible, let this cup pass
from Me." On the cross He said, "My God, my God, why hast
Thou forsaken Me?" He also waited for His Father; hence,
He says, "I waited patiently for tlte Lord," and, eventually, the
answer came, "He brought Me up also out of an horrible pit,
out of the miry clay, and set My feet upon a rock and established
My goings." God raised Him from the dead, and God "set Him
at His own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all
principality, and power, and might." He waited for the Lord,
and the result was that, eventually, "He sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high." So, dear friends, if we wait for
the Lord, we shall experience the truth of the promise, "Blessed
are all they that wait for Him" (Isa. xxx. 18).
I said just now that our Lord waited His Father's time in
reference to the time of beginning His public ministry. And is
there not a lesson here for the Lord's people to-day? We ought
not to rush into work for the Lord. There is a tendency sometimes for newly converted people to want to begin some definite
work immediately. There may be some work in which all, even
babes in Christ may engage, but there is such a thing as waiting
for God to show us what He would have us do, to equip us and
prepare us for the work to which He has called us. Saul of Tarsus
was three years in Arabia before he really commenced the great
work of his life. During that time probably he received those
revelations from heaven-that divine teaching of the Gospel of
the grace of God, which was afterwards enshrined in the great
epistles which he wrote under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost.
Thus we ought not to rush into the work of the Lord. What is
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the doctrine of to-day? If a young man comes into church we
are told to " lay hold of him at once." He may be converted or
he may not be. "Put him in your choir, or put him in your
Sunday School; give him something to do!" And this without
regard as to whether he knows anything of the Gospel, or knows
anything of Christ.
We have seen that the Lord Jesus waited for His Father
before His Incarnation. He waited for Him in reference to the
commencement of His public ministry, and in reference to the
performance of the work which His Father had commissioned
Him to do. He also waited for Him in reference to His resurrection from the dead and His enthronement on the right hand of
the Majesty on high. Now notice that He is still waiting.
There is a remarkable passage in the tenth chapter of the Epistle
to the Hebrews, where we read (twelfth verse), "This Man after
He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the
right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till His enemies
be made His footstool." This word "expecting" is translated
" looking" in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews and the tenth
verse. "Abraham looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
Builder and Maker is God." And the same word is translated
" waiteth for" in the Epistle of James, the fifth chapter and the
seventh verse; "Behold the husbandman waiteth for the precious
fruits of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive
the early and latter rain."
And so the Lord Jesus Christ is waiting, expecting, looking,
until His enemies be made His footstool. The Lord said unto
Him, "Sit Thou at My right hand until I make Thine enemies
Thy footstool." And the time will come when all the enemies
of the Lord Jesus shall be overthrown. Meanwhile, He is
waiting for the moment when He will come forth from the
heavens and welcome His bride unto Himself, and as He is
waiting for the fulfilment of His Father's purposes in reference
to His church, so the church will say when the Lord comes
again, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He
will save us: this is the Lord; we have waited for Him, we will
be glad and rejoice in His salvation" (Isa. xxv. 9).
Thirdly. Now to hurry on. Waiting for God is an exercise of
29

430

The Gospel Magazine

soul which touches the Lord's people at every point of their experience.
It touches them, for example, in their work for the Lord in a

special manner. We read in the Acts of the Apostles that the
Lord Jesus said to the apostles that they were "to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me."
They were to wait for the power of the Holy Ghost before they
began their public ministry. Now, it goes without saying that
no believer should work at his own charges. He needs continually
to be looking for the power and presence of the Holy Ghost, in
order that he may be enabled to speak God's Word in the Lord's
name.
But there is another sense in which we should wait for the
promise of the Father-that is, wait for the Holy Ghost. We
need to wait till the Holy Ghost does His own work. It seems
to me that that is a word which is necessary for these times.
I remember reading an address of Canon McCormick's, delivered at
the Islington clerical meeting some years ago, in which he said
something to this effect, "that in these days of missions and
revivals, so-called, there was a tendency to act as if the work
was of man and not God; that men oftentimes were in such
a hurry for results that they would not give the Holy Ghost the
opportunity of doing His own work. They will not give time for
the seed-the good seed-to take root and germinate." Is there
not a truth here ~ The Author of salvation is the Lord Himself.
Salvation is of the Lord, and of the Lord alone. It is no more
easy to raise a dead soul than it _is to raise a man out of the
grave. Divine power was needed to raise Lazarus from the dead,
and the same power alone can quicken those who are "dead
in trespasses and sins." The sinner is led to believe" according
to the working of His mighty power which He wrought in
Christ, when He raised Him from the dead" (Eph. i. 19, 20).
So, when we sow the seed and preach the Gospel, is it not a
duty, are we not instructed, to wait for the Holy Ghost to do His
own work? Are we not to realize that salvation is entirely of
the Lord? We cannot manufacture conversions, and we ought
not to resort to unscriptural methods to bring about spiritual
results. This applies also to the means of getting money for the
Lord's work. What is the policy of the present day? Why
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first to build a church and then to get the money to pay for
it. And how is much of the money procured? By worldly
entertainments and parish dances. Where, in all this, is the
waiting upon God and the waiting tor God? Is it not an awful
thing to see the professing church going down to Egypt in order
to extend the Lord's kingdom? Is the Lord dependent upon
such things as these to extend His work? Are we not guilty
of the sin of the children of Israel in these things? "They forgat
His works and waited not tor His counsel" (Ps. cvi. 13). How seldom
we hear of the counsel of God at all. No wonder we fail to wait
for it. Yet God has purposes of grace towards His people, and
He is able to accomplish them. The Lord Jesus "shall see of
the travail of His soul and be satisfied." Therefore let us wait
for Him in reference to the conversion of sinners and the ingathering of His people. We need to wait for Him in connection with
work for Him and in the trials and difficulties of life. The Lord
is good "unto them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh
Him" (Lam. iii. 25).
I must not say more. May I just read, however, one passage
out of Isaiah lxiv. on this precious subject? "Since the beginning of the world men have not heard, nor perceived by the ear,
neither hath the eye seen, 0 God, beside Thee, what He hath
prepared for him that waiteth for Him." So, then, let us by
God's grace" Wait till the shadows flee;
Wait thy appointed hour:
Wait till the Bridegroom of thy soul
Reveals His love with power.
" Tarry His leisure then,
Although He seem to stay:
A moment's intercourse with Him
Thy grief will overpay.
" Blest is the man, 0 God,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, Lord,
Shall Thy salvation see."
(Toplady.)
THE EDITOR.
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l8tlgtint laapttfJ.
WELLSPRINGS.

" The night also is Thine."-PsALM lxxiv. 16.
THUS did Asaph declare the greatness and goodness of his God as he
doubtless saw Him in Nature, Providence and Grace. Jehovah gave
to the night its name. "And God called the light Day, and the darkness He called Night" (Gen. i. 5). And these two elements make up
man's little life. Cruden gives five significations to night, thus: (I)
Night signifies that time when the sun is absent below the horizon
(Exod. xii. 30, 31; Matt. xxvii. 64). (I1) Suddenly and unexpectedly
(Isa. xv. 1; Luke xii. 20). (Ill) A time of ignorance and unbelief
(Rom. xiii. 12). (IV) Adversity and affliction (Isa. xxi. 12). (V)
Death (John ix. 4). And all of these we shall, under the Holy Spirit's
guidance and gracious teaching, weave into our meditation at this time,
praying that, it be made profitable to our souls, and especially to those
who travel much by night in spiritual experience. For to their comfort,
be it noted, how large a place the subject of night has in Holy Scripture, and what lessons were imparted to the saints through their nights'
experiences! We think of the night of the patriarch's vision, when
with" the sun going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and 10, an
horror of great darkness fell upon him" (Gen. xv. 12). But in that
great darkness the Lord God spake. His Covenant promise unto His
servant and gave him the vision of " a smoking furnace and a burning
lamp," which passed between the pieces of the sacrifice. Then there is
the heavenly visit to His servant Jacob when he went forth a lonely
fugitive from 4is father's home. "He lighted upon a certain place and
tarried there all night, because the sun was set" (Gen. xxviii. 11).
How blessedly did the God of all Jacob's mercies make that night and
dark place memorable ever afterwards to His servant, giving him the
rich promises which were unfailingly fulfilled in his present and after
experience and causing His " worm Jacob" ever to remember that
Bethel visit to his soul!
Dear reader, cannot you, too, recall a spot in your pilgrimage when
Jesus was made sweet to you, and the place was" none other than the
house of God, and the gate of heaven "~ Oh! treasure these grateful
memories, testify of your marked deliverances, and your wonderful
blessings to His glory. And then we think of the long night of his
soul's experience, when Joseph was kept in prison and the very iron
entered his soul. That holy, pure spirit kept there in the dungeon,
through the vile calumny of a wicked woman. But Joseph was there
only so long as the Divine Will sanctioned it, and he is brought out
into the light, liberty and honour. of God's sunshine and smile when
the dark night of trial was fulfilled. There was the night, too, of
Israel's slavery and bondage; the night of Egyptian darkness; the
night of His people's emancipation and salvation. He Who sees into
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and through the darkness preserved all who were in their bloodbesprinkled houses. Midnight indeed to their enemies, but Salvation,
and that with" an high Hand," to every Israelite under covert of
the blood! (Exod. xii.).
Nor would we overlook a further experience in the history of God's
ancient people. We refer to the time of Pharaoh's purswng them to
the borders of the Red Sea. There they are, chased and followed up,
and with the rocks of Pi-hahiroth at their side. The sea before them
and the wilderness behind them, they are brought to the abject and
helpless condition of the enemy fast overtaking them, when the Lord
speaks through His servant Moses: "Fear ye not, stand still, and see
the salvation of the Lord, which He will show you to-day. . . . The
Lord shall fight for you and ye shall hold your peace" (Exod. xiv.
13, 14). Do we read that Israel sank beneath those waters, or that his
God failed in His Word ~ Turn it to your own heart's grateful experience, child of God, and inquire of your soul whether He has ever once
failed you, and whether the floods and waters of affliction were allowed
to overwhelm you ~ All that night (verse 21) wrought their and your
God! His eye watched over the rising waters and the on-coming
enemy, and" His hand was stretched out over the sea"; and He
" caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night," and
thus the children of Israel went over on dry land!
. And" all that night" and every night experience in our lives, children
of God, as surely prove His Covenant care, His unfailing promises and
His delivering hand! Be it ours to seek the grace of waiting and
perseverance untl:l the morning. For He has His appointed time of
deliverance, and dark as the night may be, and many the tears wept
therein, joy and singing come in the morning of His appointed deliverance, and you will then, if not before, be constrained to testify to the
faithfulness of your Covenant God during all that night of your bitter
agony. As two friends in Christ were parting one evening after
rejoicing together in the sweet fellowship of Christ and the Gospel,
one spoke of the lovely flowers brought her, and this led up to our
repeating together:" But flowers need night's cool darkness,
The moonlight and the dew,
So Christ as One who loved them
His shining oft withdrew j
And then for cause of absence
My troubled soul I scanned,
But Glory, cloudless shineth
In Immanuel's Land."

How remote from our thoughts, how little we supposed that almost
with startling suddenness one of those who had spoken thus together,
was to be plunged into a long night of acute trial and anxiety. But
now the hand of that afflictive providence has lifted, and His dear
'servant is enabled to testify how all through that night of dark dispensa:
tion the faithful God was with His servant, supplied the promised
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"more grace" for the time of great need, and His servant is now
giving songs of deliverance to His glory. Does not our God and
Maker; truly give "songs in the night," and a new song in the
morning of our deliverance?
Did not the beloved Apostle Paul, amid all his sufferings, bonds, and
imprisonments, have his grace-constrained testimony to utter that in
spite of, and in the midst of, all that night's experience, he could yet
say: "Most gladly, therefore, will I glory in mine infirmities that the
power of Christ may rest upon me"? Though alone as regarded
human help and friendship, " nevertheless the Lord stood by me," was
his grateful acknowledgement. That, too, was a long night to the
praying saints for Peter's release. Faith might have sunk now to
despair, for the last night had come, and they had been praying so long
and saw no answer, and now" on the morrow" the Lord's dear servant
is to be brought forth and murdered by the tyrant monarch. Nevertheless, "prayer was made without ceasing for him" all that night, and
lo! the subject of their prayers stands before them! Oh, to pray and
not to faint, to continue instant in spite of every obstacle and delay!
God's time is worth all the waiting for, and His children prove in the
afterward of answer how He is not only now abundantly with them
in blessing, but was with and for them in His tender mercies and
supplying grace all that night of their trial.
John, too, the aged and well-beloved apostle, had his night experience when banished to Patmos. But he was kept in peace; he rejoiced
in all his afflictions as permitted by Him Who was his God of Love;
and he, like all the saints triumphant, is basking in the Eternal Sunshine
of His Presence with no night there.
We might refer to the night of the Marian persecution and martyrdom
of the saints; the night of Roman darkness and superstition before
the Dawn of the glorious Reformation; and the darkness into which
England again sinfully lapsed ere the Evangelical revival set in. But
all pales as we think of the night before the Day Dawn of the Son of
Man. Darkness prevailed with only a glimmer of light, only as a
little star at midnight, here and there as a waiting saint was looking
for the Consolation of Israel,_ and an aged Simeon, and Anna the prophetess, are seen amongst those few waiting ones. But He came!
He was" born King," the little Babe in Bethlehem's manger, and
changed the night of sorrow, once and for ever, into Day for His Elect.
The Day-star had appeared; the long night was past and He, the Sun
of Righteousness, arose never to set. His work was glorious, and is
still carried on in the hearts of every elect vessel of mercy who were
once dead in the dark night of their trespasses and sins, and all of
which night He watched over and waited to be gracious, and now, as
each is manifested and brought to the light of His Gospel to walk as
children of light and of the day. They are kept by His mighty power
and grace, until grace is consummated in eternal glory.
" Oh, how sweet, how happy they are," wrote the saintly Rutherford,
" who are longing to have little sand in their glass, and to have time's

The Gospel Magazine

435

thread cut, and can cry, ' Lord Jesus, have over; come and fetch the
dreary passenger!' I wish our thoughts were more frequently upon
that other country. Oh, but heaven casteth a sweet smell afar off
to those who have spiritual smelling. God hath many fair flowers,
but the fairest of them all is heaven, and the flower of all flowers is
Christ."
There, for every member of the Church triumphant, is everlasting
light and endless day. Well and perfect in the mind of the Divine
Inspirer of the Word is it recorded for the comfort of His saints, after
all the darksomeness of their pilgrimage, "There shall be no night
there." The last night over, the last tear of sorrow for ever wiped
away, and one eternal day. "Until the daybreak"; "until the day
dawn and the Day-star arise," children of God, may your hearts be
uplifted and your faces set Zionward, remembering that He Who
ordained the night season, Who watches over" all that night" experience of His saints, and to Whom the darkness and the light are both
alike, is controlling your night, its duration, and hour of deliverance,
and will by His Covenant love and faithfulness sustain you on your
way, prepare you by all the trials and sorrows He sees fit to lay ~pon
you, for that" far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory," when
" the Lord shall be thine everlasting Light, and thy God, thy glory."
.. Children of hope, beloved Lord!
In thee we live, all glory now;
Our joy, our rest, our great reward,
Our diadem of beauty, Thou!
And when exalted, Lord, with Thee,
Thy royal throne at length we share,
To everlasting Thou shalt be
Our diadem, our glory there! "

R.

POVERTY ND DISGRACE.
" We must beware of giving way to the common notion that there is
anything disgraceful in being poor, and in working with our own hands.
The Bible contains many instances of special privileges conferred on
working men. Moses was keeping sheep, when God appeared to him
in the burning bush. Gideon was thrashing wheat, when the angel
brought to him a message from heaven. Elisha was ploughing, when
Elijah called him to be a prophet in his stead. The apostles were
fishing, when Jesus called them to follow Him. It is disgraceful to be
covetous, or proud, or a cheat, or a gambler, or a drunkard, or a glutton,
or unclean. But it is no disgrace to be poor. The labourer who serves
Christ faithfully is far more honourable in God's eyes, than the nobleman who serves sin."-(Bishop Ryle's " Expository Thoughts."}
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THE PRECIOUSNESS OF THE WORD OF THE LORD.
(A sermon for these times.-EDITOR, Gospel Magazine.)
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE MR. J. E. HAZLETON
AT STREATLEY HALL, LONDON,
ON SUNDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY 27TH, 1910.
" And the Word of the Lord was precious in those days,. there was no
open vision."-l SAMUEL iii. 1.

THIS declaration describes what the godly in Israel found and felt
more than 3000 years ago. The human heart is essentially the same
in all ages. God has made of one blood all nations to dwell on the
face of the whole earth, and the wise man says, "The thing which
hath been is that which shall be, and there is no new thing under
the sun"; and therefore the experience and the circumstances out
of which that experience rises which is described here is one which
exactly fits the day in which we live. And so we turn to the Old
Testament records thankfully and confidently, knowing that all things
that they proclaim have been written for our admonition upon whom
the ends of the world have come. As I grow older the dearer do the
Old Testament Scriptures become to me, and I can quite understand
what I read the other day concerning a Chinese seeker after salvation
-a Chinese gentleman, a highly educated man, and, as you know,
the education amongst t,he Chinese is far in advance in many respects
of that amongst ourselves. He went to a preacher of the Gospel
to buy one of the sacred Books of Christianity, and a New Testament
was sold him. In about two or three weeks he came back and
said, " I find you have only sold me the second volume of your sacred
book. This is evidently only the second volume, have you not got
the first ~" and the Old Testament was produced to the seeker's
delight. And so, dear friends, the Old and New Testament, separate
in one respect, form one blessed Book. Both refer to the " covenant
ordered in all things and sure," and whilst the Person and glories
of our dear Lord are displayed in the ew Testament, His Name,
His work, His office constitute the watermark of the Old Testament,
and the two Testaments stand together testifying to the one Christ.
How dreadful the guilt, then, of those who would make light of the
Old Testament Scriptures, who would pla,ce them upon a lower platform than the New Testament, and who declare that much in the
Old Testament is not worthy of credence in this enlightened twentieth
century.
Here, t,hen, we have an Old Testament experience; here we have
described a condition of things in Old Testament times very much
on a parallel with those which surround us, for when these words
'were first uttered there was a season of great spiritual declension,
and of abounding iniquity among the professed people of God.
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Israel, as a people, had wandered far from God, and had fallen grossly
into idolatry. In the priesthood the leprosy was very apparent.
Eli, the high priest, was undoubtedly a most godly man, but his
natural character was easy and irresolute, and he suffered his sons,
who also exercised the office of the priesthood, to practise most awful
things, and the priests, not a few, became amongst the most avaricious
and profligate of the people. Surely it is a solemn thing for a nation
to have said of it, as of Israel of old, "Men abhorred the offering
of the Lord." They abhorred the offering of the Lord because of
the foul and inconsistent practice of those who held the office of the
priesthood.
And then our text comes in. "In those days "-when men
abhorred the offering of the Lord, when leprosy nationally and
spiritually was rife on the right hand and on the left, " the Word
of the Lord was precious (or rare) in those days; there was no open
vision," that is, there was no frequent vision, the vision of the Lord
was rare, and His Word was rare, but the Word of the Lord was
precious to God's dear people. It was rare in those days, but though
so rare it was precious to His people, to the little knots of twos and
threes as they gathered together, fearing the Lord, thinking upon
His name, delighting to speak to one another of it; there they met
,a,nd the Lord was there hearkening to what they had to say, and
testifying that their names were inscribed in the Book of Remembrance,
and that they should be His when He made up His jewels,
Here, then, is a nation sunken in idolatry; here are the religious
leaders so acting and speaking that " men abhorred the offering of
the Lord." Here are little knots of people here and there to whom
the Word of the Lord is very precious, and here is the great mass
of the nation who are totally indifferent as to whether God speaks
or whether He does not speak.
Is there no parallel between that day and this J Is there nothing
to cause our hearts to be uplifted to the God of all grace that He would
save our nation from such a solemn outcome?
Let us, before proceeding, inquire as to the cause why the Word
of the Lord was precious in those days when there was no open vision.
Why was the Word of the Lord so rare? Why was there no open
vision? In the first place it was that His own people might be proved
and manifested as He says by the Holy Ghost in the eleventh chapter
of the First Epistle to the Corinthians-" There must be also heresies
among you, that they which are approved may be manifest among
you." 0 dear friends, it is an unspeakable mercy to be among the
approved, approved in Christ, men and women in Christ; approved
through His blood and righteousness; approved as having our names
in the Lamb's Book of Life.
In those old Israelitish days the Divine communications were
suspended, that is, there was no open vision. Isaiah knew what
this was when in the forty-fifth chapter of his prophecy he says,
" Verily Thou art a God that hidest Thyself (there is no open vision),
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o God ot Israel the Saviour." But Asaph in that seventy-fourth
Psalm voices the feelings which often fill the hearts of not a few of
us here this morning. We hear the good man cry, and he says they
"lifted up axes upon the thick trees, but now they break down the
carved work." 0 God look upon us in love and mercy; and he goes on
to say, "We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither
is there among us any that knoweth how long." The people of the
living God hunger for the Word of the Lord; the people of the living
God say, Lord, now there is no longer among us any prophet. Lord
the work of Thy blessed Spirit seems to be to a large extent suspended
or withdrawn; Lord, there is no open vision. 0 Lord appear to
us and for us, for Thy Word is very precious to us, and we hunger
and thirst after that which it contains. In the case of God's dear
people, those in whose hearts His grace has wrought, what is the
result of such a state of things? It brings us, dear friends, to confess
before the Lord. What is it in relation to the one Church of God
to-day? 0 we need to meet together, to confess our sins individually
and collectively before our God. We need to ask Him to show us
what is wrong in us, what is wrong in our churches, what is wrong
in the one Church professedly regarded, that there is no open vision,
that there are no prophets or teacher's, or any that know how long.
God forbid that you should take Asaph's words in their literal meaning.
There are' faithful men, but look at the condition of the church as
compared with what it was. Surely these words do apply; there
is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth
how long. 0 Lord, bring us to confession; bestow upon us that
great mercy of pouring out our hearts before the Lord our God.
o our God, strengthen our faith and patience in this dark and cloudy
day. 0 Lord, quicken and pour out the spirit of grace and supplication on Thy dear people, and again manifest Thyself unto them as
Thou didst in the days of our fathers. Every living soul craves
for the Word of life. Here is a token, dear friends, as to the life of
God in our souls. Every living soul longs and prays for revival.
If all were cold within there would be no prayer, but from our hearts
there arises the cry,
•. I count long since I received
A visit from the Lord,
Where is the soul·refreshing dew
Of Jesus and His Word?"

When the Word of the Lord is precious it works thus amongst His
people. When the Word of the Lord is rare and there is no open
vision, its effect on the wicked is to open the mouth of scoffers, and
they say, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of
the creation" (2 Peter iii. 4).
Here, then, is a people who have been ll.nfaithful to the God Who
had done such great things for them, and God gave them up for a
season to reap as they had sown, and so the Word of the Lord becomes
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rare and there is no open vision. Is the Church and ministry of
to-day that which it was in former days ~ There is no scarcity of
the letter of God's word, but there is a scarcity of its quickening and
vitalizing force. Thank God, Bibles were never so plentiful and
so cheap as now. Places of worship were never so numerous and
for the most part never so empty as now. Where are the converts ~
Where is the converting and regenerating grace of God the HolySpirit ~. Is there not a reason for the suspension to a large extent
of His gracious influence in the midst of His people to-day ~ The
reason for all this is that the letter of the Word, no matter how
abundant it may be, profiteth nothing if the-Spirit be withheld. Here
is the seed, pure, holy, and gracious; but to sow the seed to profit,
first of all, the plough must be driven through the soil, the rain must
fall, the sun must shine, the blessed dew of the night must rest upon
the soil. And so we need to-day the Spirit of the living God driving
the ploughshare of conviction through th,e hard hearts of poor sinners;
we need the
.. Soul-reheshing dew of Jesus and His Love."
We need the heavenly rain. The Word of the Lord in this respect
is rare in these days, there is no open vision,
There is no question but that the word "precious" refers to the
people generally, in the sense of scarcity, and there is no question
that as viewed in relation to the Lord's people it means that His
Word is dear unto them. What a blessed message is that" Unto
you which believe He is precious," and if Christ is precious to you,
the Word of Christ is precious to you, and you would hold it fast,
and hold it forth even unto the end. God has never left Himself
without witness. In Elijah's day there were 7000 who had not bowed
the knee to Baal, but in such days the rarity of the Word of the Lord
enhances its value.
Now it has been well said that we most prize our blessings when
they are withdrawn rather than when they are bestowed. This at
any rate is true with regard to God's mercies in providence. We
receive them as a matter of course, but when health is withdrawn,
when mental health is withdrawn, when the daily mercies of God's
providence are not so numerous as once they were, then their withdrawal causes us to think much of them. And so, when a congregation
is deprived of a stated minister of Truth, how often at that time
people realize what God has withdrawn. God lays His afflicting
Hand upon you or upon me, and an invalid is shut out for months
from the public ordinances of God's House, and then how often more
of the preciousness of God's Word is discovered. David said, " 0 my
God, my soul is cast down within me, therefore will I remember
Thee (the Word of the Lord, Thy testimony) from the land of Jordan,
and of the Hermonites, from the hill J'I'1izar."
Here then, are some of the causes for this rarity of the Word of
the Lord. What a solemn word that is in Amos viii. 11, where God
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says, "I will send a famine (because of the national depravity of
My people), not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the LORD." There is a passage that is exactly parallel
to that of which I am speaking now. Oh, what a solemn thing is
such a famine of hearing the Word of the Lord! No prophet that
can say how long. Jeremiah lived in such a day, at all events during
one part of his career. The Word of the Lord was precious in those
days, and Jeremiah says, it was precious, it was rare, but" Thy Word
was found and I did eat it, and it was unto me the joy and the rejoicing
of my heart." Oh, what a mercy in a day of spiritual famine, in the
day of the famine of hearing the words of the Lord, to be brought
by Divine Grace and favour to find this Word for ourselves, and to
eat it, and to know it to be the joy and the rejoicing of our hearts.
Let us look briefly at some of the reasons which make God's Word
precious; and secondly, at some of the seasons.
What are some of the REASONS which make God's Word precious?
Why, the first reason, undoubtedly, is because it is the Word of God.
We must begin with this. The enemies of verbal inspiratio~-the
inspiration of the very words of Scripture-to-day are legion. Satan's
attack upon the Word of God in this respect is more subtle and powerful than ever before, and, as I understand it, it is purely for this reason.
Satan can no longer hinder the free distribution of God's precious
Word. It is translated into every dialect, pretty well, of the known
world, and scattered on the right hand and on the left; but Satan
is a fallen intelligence, and as such Satan learns by experience, and
so he seeks to-day to destroy, and is successfully destroying the
faith of men in the Word of the living God as verbally and vitally
inspired. But the mercy is that the Word of the Lord cannot be
bound; it SHALL prosper in the thing whereunto He sends it, and
whilst never before have attacks so subtle and powerful been made
upon the Word of God, I do not tremble for it. The Word of the
Lord will survive; His Word will remain when the enemies have
perished, but I do not tremble for its enemies, for its rejectors, and
for our young people who are brought under the sway and influence of those who reject the Word of God as verbally inspired.
\Ve receive it as precious because it is the Word of God, because
it was given in God's great love and mercy to His poor fallen creatures
who otherwise must have remained in a condition of awful ignorance
concerning those things which so vitally affect their eternal peace.
Then again, the Word of the Lord is precious unto us not only
hecause it is His Word, but because it was so precious to our beloved
Lord. How often has it cheered me to think that these words of
the Lord were the words and the truth that engaged the attention
of our Lord as the Man Christ Jesus during His thirty-three years
upon this earth. Our blessed Lord had no other Bible as the Man
Christ Jesus than the Old Testament. He received and held the
Old Testament Scriptures in all their fulness as verbally inspired.
What was good enough for my dear Lord is good enough for me.
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The Book which He held in His hands, I would clasp to my heart;
and the truths upon which His human soul fed are, I know full well,
those truths which can alone satisfy a sinner whose heart has been
touched by God's grace, and whose hunger and thirst after righteousness have been awakened by God the Holy Spirit. It is a true record
of God's mind and will and work and words. I think of our dear
Lord in Gethsemane's Garden. Oh, what consolation did He derive
from the Old Testament Scriptures! You remember that Peter
drew a sword and smote off the ear of the high priest's servant.
Said our Lord, " They that take the sword must perish by the sword;
if I chose I could ask My Father and He would give Me twelve legions
of angels-a multitude that well nigh no man could number-but
how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled that thus it must be ~ "
Oh, in Gethsemane the Scriptures were to Him His strong consolation
as the Man Christ Jesus. That precious word, felt in its fulness,
is but rare, there is no open vision, but
" Should all the forms that men devise
Assault my faith with treacherous art,
I call them vanity and lies,
And bind Thy Gospel to my heart."
What should we do if that which this Book contains could be effaced
from the minds and memories of men ~ Precious is the Word of
the Lord, precious is the Book that sets forth my SavioRr's Person
and His b.lessed salvation. Blessed is the Book which casts its light
upon the future and declares the covenant ordered in all things and
sure. Not only is it the Word of God, not only is it precious because
our precious Lord drew from it that which His human soul needed,
and because it was the guide of His daily pathway, but it is precious
because of the internal witness which is borne to our hearts. The
Apostle Paul in writing to the Thessalonians says, " I rejoice that ye
did not receive my message as the word of man, but as the Word
of God which effectually worketh also in you that believe." The
"Gospel is the power of God unto salvation unto all them that
believe." The eyes of your understanding, or the eyes of your heart,
being enlightened; in other words, there is a peculiar light and a
special power attending the Gospel of the blessed God as it is internally
witnessed in the sinner's soul, as it is ministered in the human heart
by the power and grace of God the Holy Ghost. Is there any book
but this which, as applied by the Spirit, demonstrates by its power
in the conscience that it is the Book of God ~ In the conscience
as applied by the Spirit, there is created that sense of sin. Is not
this the Book that reveals the holiness and ineffable purity of God,
and when a sinner has a glimpse of the holiness of the Lord, he takes
his right place. He is struck down and realizes his sinnership. The
Word of the Lord continues to be applied and then, in addition to
conviction of sin, comes godly sorrow for sin, repentance for sin,
repentance unto salvation. It is not the strength of natural feelings
that the Word of the Lord, as witnessed by the Holy Spirit, plays
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upon. There are natural convictions, but as the Word is applied
with power to the heart there is a ray of light that accompanies that
Word. It is not natural conviction, but spiritual, wrought in the
soul by the power of the Holy Ghost. When Christ speaks in the
Word, the Gospel comes home with power, and we receive the truth in
the love and power thereof. Oh, dear friends, we want more of this.
May the Lord make this Word precious to our souls individually,
precious because it testifies to our Lord, precious because it is that
Word which has raised up in our hearts a hope in His mercy, and opened
our eyes to a sight of the things which make for our eternal peace.
The Word of the Lord is precious, too, because of its contents.
Notice, whilst I have been speaking of the truth that it is the Word
of God, our text says it is the WORD OF THE LORD-that is, the
Word of Jehovah-that carries our thoughts to the covenant, and is
not this Word of the LORD precious because of its contents 1 Not only
is sin revealed thereby, and its remedy, but man is revealed in the
Word, and the great and glorious plan of salvation is set forth here.
In the Word of the LORD we see a Triune Jehovah in gracious
purposes of love and mercy before aught was made, engaged in planning the salvation of His dear Church and people, and the Word
of the Lord is precious in this respect in the days of stress and of
trial, and when it is opened up to us as the Word of the Lord, when
we see that the salvation of the Church and people of the living
God was planned and signed and sealed before the world's foundations
were laid, we feel we have that under our feet which can never give
way. Whilst we are swayed hither and thither by the winds of
trial and circumstances, the " foundation of the Lord standeth sure,
having this seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His, and let everyone
that nameth the Name of Christ depart from iniquity."
The contents of the Word are such that not only does it reveal
the blessed covenant, but it assures us that each of His dear people
has a present God, a present Saviour, a God so present as to be called
a " very present help in time of trouble," even that present Saviour
Who undertook my cause in the past Eternity, and Who will never
leave or forsake me. \¥hat a mercy it is to get out of all the strife
and hubbub and as favoured by the power of the Holy Spirit to open
this blessed Word, and when the Spirit of the living God visits our
souls with power in Psalm xxiii, in Psalm ciii, in John x, xv, and
xvii, we find the still waters and green pastures where our souls enjoy
rest and peace. "The Word of the Lord was precious in those days,
there was no open vision." Susannah Harrison has it in a verse my
dear father so often quoted" Give me a Bible in my hand,
A heart to read and understand
And meditate Thy Word,
I'd urge no company to stay,
But stop at home from day to day
Nor seek to roam abroad."
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Whilst we are not to take that verse absolutely, it is the essence of
the meaning you have to seek, and that is, with a Bible in our hands,
and a heart to understand, we have a precious thing, and we gather
at home under the teaching of tbe Holy Spirit that which will enable
us to speak to others, so that whilst the Word of the Lord is rare,
it is precious to His own dear people.
Mariners on the other side of the Equator look up at night and
see a constellation burning in the sky that those in this part of tbe
world never look upon, and that constellation burns with a glory
that surpasses all the rest and is called the Southern Cross, and when
advanced day has blotted out all the other stars the Soutbern Cross
is distinctly seen. And so, dear friends, we know of a Cross more
enduring still, a Cross revealed in this precious Word, and when the
heavens and all the host thereof have been rolled away as a scroll,
and changed as a garment, the salvation finished on Calvary, Christ
and Him crucified, sball in His Person and all its glorious
effects be the joy and rejoicing of the host of God.
Secondly, the SEASONS when the Word of the Lord is precious.
In those days! It is precious in dark days. How precious it must
have been to the men described in the ninth chapter of Ezekiel.
The Lord said, My judgments are to be executed, but before anyone
of the executors of My judgments stirs, go to Jerusalem, and set a
mark upon the foreheads of the men who sigh and cry for all the
abominations done in the city, and then go not near and touch not
any man upon whom is the mark, tbe seal. Was not the Word of the
Lord precious in those days to the men that sighed and cried? Was
not tbe Word of the Lord precious when they rediscovered it in the
chest in Josiah's day? How eagerly tbey read it, and bow it brought
the godly young king to repentance. Was not the Word of the Lord
precious in those days when in Westminster Abbey and old St. Paul's,
and in churches not a few, throughout the length and breadth of
the land, the Bibles were chained to the Lectern and men and women
gathered round those wbo could read to them the Word of God.
" Tbe Word of the Lord was precious in those days." Would tbey
do it now? Oh, no, because Bibles are multiplied to the extent
previously indicated. But is there tbe reading of the Bible at bome
in the same spirit, and by the same numbers of people? In the dark
day of spiritual distress, the Word of the Lord is precious. "The
entrance of Thy word giveth light," says David in the hundred and
nineteenth Psalm. What was David's attitude with regard to the
Word? "I opened my mouth and panted." Tbe Word of the
Lord was precious, there was no open vision. I was hungry, I was
thirsty, and the Word came and when the Word entered it gave light.
In the olden days many were the controversies as to whether light
or life first entered the sinner's beart. I venture to think a good
deal of time was thus wasted. What does God's Word say? "In
Him was life, and the life was the light of men" (John i.). In the day
of the sinner's· distress and darkness, in the day when a convinced
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sinner hegins to seek after Jesus with a broken heart, oh, how precious
is the Word as it enters the soul! It giveth him light upon the Cross,
upon a precious Jesus, light upon His ability and His willingness to
save.
"'Twas
And
'Twas
And

Grace that taught my soul to pray,
made my heart o'erflow,
Grace that kept me to this day
will not let me go."

Days of adversity, too, are days when the Word of the Lord is
precious. Have you noticed how large a portion of the Bible is intended
for the afflicted? You cut out of the Bible all that refers to the
affiicted, and the tried and the troubled, and you will be surprised
what a small book it will be. If we are exempt from affiiction we
can have no experimental acquaintance with very much of the Bible.
In nice weather the officers of a steamship make but scanty use of
the charts. I am certain that the charts and nautical tables are
not referred to with the same attention and care in fine weather as
when the ship nears a perilous shore, when there is fog about, and
there are strong currents and storms. And so the trial makes the
thoughts of the Lord precious unto us.
Precious is the Word of the Lord not only in dark days, not only
in days of adversity, but in dying days. The Lord may come, and
will come. He may come in our time; He will come and He is
coming, but let us confine our thought to the day of death. That
is one of the surest items in your future history-your dying day.
Perhaps it will be this year with some of us, the day that will extinguish
all our earthly projects, the day that will terminate all the labour
wherewith we have wearied ourselves under the sun. No solid
support in that day except from the Word of God. All other reading,
however pleasing, will then be laid aside. Let me remind you of
that well-worn incident of Sir WaIter Scott and Lockhart. Said
the dying literary man, Sir WaIter, "Lockhart, read to me." "What
!:look shall I bring, sir?" "There is only one Book, Lockhart,
and that is the Bible." All other reading must then be laid aside.
We snaIl then have to go into waters too deep for any arm of flesh
to reach us. Oh, the mercy then to know the sustaining grace of
those Everlasting Arms of love and mercy.
"Yea, though I walk through death's dark vale,
Yet will I fear no ill,
For Thou art with me, and Thy rod
And staff me comfort still."

" The Word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was
no open vision." May the Lord Himself graciously work in our
hearts, making His Word more and more precious unto us individually.
May He work among us as a Church and people, making His Word
precious unto us, and giving us, as we read, the open vision as with
Spirit-anointed eyes we bend over the sacred oracle, and to Father,
Son and Holy Ghost shall be all the glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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SERMONETTE.
By THE LATE VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
THE CONVERSION OF A ROMAN SOLDIER.
(ACTS x.)
THE next chapter of The Acts to that which relates the conversion
of Saul of Tarsus, a Jew, tells of the conversion of Cornelius, a Gentile
soldier. And, while Saul was a bitter opponent of Christ and His
Disciples, up to the point of time that the Lord Jesus appeared unto
him, and spake to him, when he was on his way to Damascus to persecute the Saints; Cornelius, on the other hand, was prepared by the
grace of God to hear and receive the truth. Cornelius was a centnrion,
that is, a Captain over a hundred men, and is described as " A devout
(pious) man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave
much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway" (Acts x. 2).
Evidently the grace of God was at work in his heart, but he was
ignorant of the Saviour Whom God had sent into the world, Who had
died and risen again, and through Whom, and believing in Whom,
the forgiveness of sins could be obtained. He needed, therefore, one to
" guide" him, as did the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts viii. 31), and so
God instructed him by an Angelic messenger to send to the Apostle
Peter, and in the meantime Peter was prepared by a vision to go with
the message of the Gospel to those who were Gentiles. Peter needed
special instruction to carry the Gospel to Gentiles, even after the Day
of Pentecost. So great was the prejudice of Christian Jews, at first,
against the Gentiles, that they looked upon them as outside the pale
of salvation, and their conduct towards them is stated by Peter when
he arrived at Cornelius' house at Cresarea in these words: "Ye know
how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company,
or come unto one of another nation; but God hath showed me that I
should not call any man common or unclean" (Acts x. 28). Even
Peter's action on this occasion was called in question by " the apostles
and brethren that were in Judea," but afterwards, when Peter had fully
rehearsed the matter, " They held their peace and glorified God, saying,
Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life." (See
Acts xi. 1-18.) What a vast multitude of Gentiles have by His grace
"turned to God" since that day! But the Gentiles, that is, the
nations of the world as distinguished from the Jews, are solemnly
warned in the eleventh chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, " Be not
high-minded, but fear; for if God spared not the natural branches (the
.Jews), take heed lest He also spare not thee. Behold therefore the
goodness and severity of God: on them which fell severity; but
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in His goodness: otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off. And they also, if they abide not still in
1mbelief, shall be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again."
Assuredly, in these days, when the fundamental verities of the Christian
faith are being denied in the professing churches of the nations, we are
on the eve of the fulfilment of these words; of the time when God will
30
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bring to an end the Gentiles' Day of Grace, and again visit in grace His
ancient people Israel, for " The gifts and calling of God are without
repentance," and will ultimately make them . His witnesses unto the
ends of the earth. "For if the fall of them De the riches of the world,
and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles; how much
more their fullness." (See the whole of Romans, chapter eleven.)

"

FELLOWSHIP.
I WONDER if the Corinthians read over their epistle as cursorily as we
are apt to, or would they see a sermon in every verse or part of a verse ~
Paul wrote to them that he was called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ
through the will of God. He knew with certainty that he was called
to be an apostle and that it was through the will of God. I once
heard a sermon from the words at the end of the Romans-" according
to the commandment of the everlasting God." How restful it was;
for the time being it stayed my fevers and quieted my impatiences.
Paul's commission was to declare God's gift, which is all our hope" both theirs and ours" who call on the one Name that looks down
from heaven to. earth.
What a large benediction Paul wished for them in verse 3 (1 Cor.),
"Grace and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ." What a portion, the favour of God, unbroken in its peace
and continuance by any condition that might arise, and in Christ
they were to be confirmed to the end. They were to be blameless
in the day of the Lord. We can scarcely think how that would feelto have no condemning from within or from without, from God or from
man or from ourselves, but to be utterly and absolutely and for ever
holy, happy, and undefiled, " blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ."
I was struck with verse 9: "God is faithful by Whom ye were called
unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus Christ." What unspeakable
kindness and condescension in the Father to call them into the fellowship
of His Son, that they might ~e partakers of His heart, of His experiences, of His views, of His doings. The Holy Ghost must have come
upon them, and a holy thing have been born in them, meet for fellowship with the Son of God. They would find themselves spoken of
in the Psalms and in the Prophets. They would wait patiently for
God, they would thirst for the living God. Lovers and friends would
be far from them.
They go a solitary way. They know that it is
sin that separates between them and the light and joy of God's
countenance. The Lord said by the prophet, "your iniquities have
separated between you and your God," and Christ said, "My God,
My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me ~" But for the joy set before
Him, the Lord endured: and" God is faithful." His people shall
endure also to the end. They shall have fellowship in Christ's triumphs
as well as in His temptations; everlasting joy shall be unto them.
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The Apostle John says: "Truly our fellowship is with the Father,
and with His Son Jesus Christ." Is it truly so that the Father Himself
loves us, that we speak to Him and He to us, that our distance is not
now existing, because He has, while we were yet a great way off, run
and had compassion, and has kissed us? It was fellowship between
the father and the son then, when the father said, " this my son was
dead and is alive again, he was lost and is found." The two hearts
were full of love, the past was all gone.
The children of God speak together of these things, and have fellowship one with another, Christ being their Sun and their Light, even
as He is God's" Sun of righteousness." There is no other Light,
and the moon herself is dark when the earth gets between. But we
" speak often one to another," as they who feared the Lord used to
do. It is indeed a mercy that His blood cleanseth us from all the sin
that we contract in this sweet fellowship. How short we come, what
wrong things we say, even in our attempts to speak the truth about
ourselves and about Him. How short we come in praise. I met a
dear friend in the Lord only to-day. She asked me how I was or
how I did, and she persuaded me to say that" all must be well."
We were walking in the light, and my unworthy tardiness in speaking
to His dear praise--I can but believe it was cleansed.
FOLLOWER-ON.
"THE VOICE OF A GOD."
following reference to a speech of the Duce appeared in The Times
of Monday, Sept. 2nd. :After expressing the pleasure of the King and himself at the" proofs
of physical endurance and discipline" shown by t,he troops, the Duce
referred to the calling up of 200,000 men during the present month, and
added:" The world must know once again that 80 long as there will be talk,
in an absurd and provocative manner, of sanctions, we will not give
up a single soldier, a single sailor, a single airman; but we will bring
to the highest possible level the po,!er of the armed forces of the nation.
The proofs that you have given in these days, the very high moral which
animates you, make it certain that if to-morrow the Fatherland will
call you to perform more difficult duties, you will do so with enthusiasm,
with courage, with resolute decision to the very end."
The speech was received with great acclamation and thunderous
shouts of " Vive il Re." The newspaper correspondents present affirm
that the words of the Duce produced an enormous impression. One
said that the words" seemed as if they were coming from Heaven."
Another remarked that it seemed that" not a human breast emitted
them, but really the mouth of Italian destiny."
[After reading the above we were forcibly reminded of the reference
to Herod's speech in Acts xii. 21, 22. "The people gave a shout,
saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man."-EDITOR.]
THE
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THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SPIRIT'S WORK.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

WHAT place has the Holy GhQst in your religion ~ What do you
know of His office, His work, His indwelling, His fellowship and His
power ~ Consider:The importance attached to the work of the Holy Ghost in Scripture.
" If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His"
(Rom. viii. 9), says St. Paul, and eighteen times in the same chapter
he speaks of the Holy Ghost. It is to be feared that the place which
that Divine Person occupies in the minds of most professing Christians
bears no proportion to the place which He holds in the Word.
The divinity and personality of the Holy Ghost are written in Scripture as with a sunbeam. I am unable to comprehend how any unprejudiced reader of the Bible can regard the Spirit as nothing more
than" an influence or principle." We find it written in the New Testament that the Holy Ghost was" seen descending in a bodily shape"
(Luke iii. 22). He commanded disciples to do acts, and lifted them
through the air by His own power (Acts viii. 29-39). He sent forth the
first preachers to the Gentiles (Acts xiii. 2). He spake to the churches
(Rev. ii. 7). He maketh intercession (Rom. viii. 26). He searcheth
all things, teacheth all things, and guideth into all truth (John xiv. 26 ;
xvi. 13; 1 Cor. ii. 10). He is another Comforter distinct from Christ
(John xiv. 16). He hath personal affections ascribed to Him (Isa.
lxiii. 10; Rom. xv. 30; Eph. iv. 30). He hath a mind, will, and power
of His own (Rom. viii. 27; xv. 13; 1 Cor. xii. 11). He hath baptism
administered in His name together with the Father and the Son (Matt.
xxviii. 19). And whosoever shall blaspheme Him hath never forgiveness, and is in danger of eternal damnation (Mark iii. 29).
In every step of the grand work of man's redemption the Bible
assigns a prominent place to God the Holy Ghost.
What do you think of the incarnation of Christ ~ You know we
cannot over-rate its importance. It is written that when our Lord
was conceived of the Virgin Mary, "the Holy Ghost came upon her,
and the power of the Highest .overshadowed her" (Luke i. 35).
What do you think of the earthly ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ ~
You know that none ever did what He did, lived as He lived, and spake
as He spake. It is written that the Spirit" descended from heaven
like a dove and abode upon Him," that" God anointed Him with the
Holy Ghost," that" the Father gave not the Spirit by measure unto
Him," and that He was" full of the Holy Ghost" (Luke iv. 1; John
i. 32; iii. 34; Acts x. 38).
What do you think of the vicarious sacrifice of Christ on the cross ~
Its value is simply unspeakable. It is written: "Through the eternal
Spirit He offered Himself without spot to God" (Heb. ix. 14).
What do you think of the resurrection of Christ ~ It was the seal
of all His work. It is written that" He was put to death in the flesh,
but quickened by the Spirit" (1 Pet. iii. 18).
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What do you think of the departure of Christ from this world, when
He ascended up into heaven 1 It was a tremendous trial to His
disciples. They were left like a little orphan family, in the midst of
cruel enemies. What was the grand promise wherewith our Saviour
cheered them the night before He died 1 "I will pray the Father and
He shall give you another Comforter-even the Spirit of truth" (John
xiv. 16, 17).
What do you think of the mission of the apostles to preach the
Gospel 1 We owe all our light to it. They were obliged to tarry at
Jerusalem and" wait for the promise of the Father." They were
unfit to go forth till they were "filled with the Holy Ghost" upon
the day of Pentecost (Acts i. 4; ii. 14).
What do you think of the Scripture which is written for our learning 1 Our earth without a sun would be but a faint emblem of a world
without a Bible. We are informed that in writing that Scripture
" holy men spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. i. 21).
" The things which we speak," says St. Paul, " we speak in the words
which the Holy Ghost teacheth " (1 Cor. ii. 13).
Whatever individual Christians have, are, and enjoy, in contradistinction to the worldly and unconverted, they owe to the agency of
God the Holy Ghost. By Him they are first called, quickened, and
made alive. Of Him they are born again, and made new creatures.
By Him they are convinced of sin, guided into all truth, and led to
Christ. By Him they are sealed unto the day of redemption. He
dwells in them as His living temples. He witnesses with their spirits,
gives them the Spirit of adoption, makes them to cry, " Abba, Father,"
and makes intercession for them. By Him they are sanctified. By
Him the love of God is shed abroad in their hearts. Through His
power they abound in hope; through Him they wait for the hope of
righteousness by faith; through Him they mortify the deeds of their
bodies. After Him they walk. In Him they live. In a word, all
that believers have from grace to glory, from the moment they believe
to the day when they depart to be with Christ-all may be traced to
the work of God the Holy Ghost.
Make sure that you hold sound aoctrine concerning the work of the
Holy Ghost. Give Him the honour due unto His Name. Give Him
in your religion the place and the dignity which Scripture assigns to
Him. Settle it in your minds that the work of all three Persons in the
blessed Trinity is absolutely and equally needful to the salvation of
every saved soul. The election of God the Father, and the atoning
blood of God the Son, are the foundation stones of our faith. But
from them must never be separated the applicatory work of God the
Holv Ghost. The Father chooses. The Son mediates and intercedes.
The' Holy Ghost applies the whole work to man's soul. Always totogether in Scripture, never separated in Scripture, let the offices of the
three Persons in the Trinity never be wrenched asunder and disjoined
in your Christianity. What God hath so beautifully joined together
let no man dare to put asunder.
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Accept a caution against all kinds of Christian teaching, falsely so
called, which either directly or indirectly dishonour the work of the
Holy Ghost. Beware of the error on one side, which pract.ically substitutes Church membership and participation of the sacraments for the
Spirit. Beware of the error on the other side, which proudly substitutes the inward light, so-called, and the scraps of conscience that
remain in every man after the fall, for the saving grace of the Holy
Spirit. Let no man make you believe that as a mat,ter of course, since
Christ died, all men and women have within them the Spirit of Christ.
Try every new doctrine of these latter times by two simple questions:
" Where is the Lamb? " and" Where is the Holy Ghost? "
A CERTAIN SUCCESS.
By MR. JAMES E. FLEGG, Secretary of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society.
" Upon this rock I will build My Church."-MATTHEW xvi. 18.
THE Lord Jesus Christ can never be a failure. In days like the
present when spiritual prosperity appears not to be so apparent
as true Christians desire, it is helpful to ponder the fact that Christ
has not undertaken more than He can accomplish. Let us think
much of the certainties of the Covenant of Grace.
In these words of our Lord, " I will build My Church and the gates
of hell shall not prevail," there is the note of certainty-a defiance
of all opposing forces-which should remove our doubts and silence
our fears; and in the darkest day nerve us afresh to service in the
interest of His kingdom.
This verse has had a prominent place in the history of the Church.
As Dr. Bruce says, "What a gigantic system of blasphemy and
assumption has been built on these two sentences concerning the rock
and the keys. Peter had made a good confession-a confession made
through spiritual enlightenment, as Christ teaches, and our Lord
cornmends the confession and. adds, 'Thou art Peter and upon this
rock I will build My Church!' Though unheard of for centuries,
Rome put forward the interpretation that Peter was the foundationthe rock of the Church-an interpretation which Peter, if he could
appear upon the scene, would repudiate in the strongest terms." He
was perfectly clear as to Who was the foundation, for he says,' " To
whom coming asunt,o a living stom~,' disallowed indeed of men but
chosen of God and precious:" To build a structure such as the Church
of Christ upon a man, weak, fallible and faulty! ,To rest the eternal
security of countless thousands on a creature! preposterous thought!
childish assumption! pernicious heresy!
Christ commended Peter, for he was blest on being able to make
the co'nfession. "Thou art a man of rock-a true stone for the'
building: but not upon thee-but this rock-that to which you have
borne testimony-I build My Church."
,
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There is a distinction between the words used, " Thou art Peter"
(Petros)-true to the designation I gave thee at first-and upon this
rock (Petra)-I build My Church. The confession of Peter expressed
a sublime truth concerning Christ. He was a man among men-truly
man-but He Who was the Son of Man was the Son of God-truly
Divine. That is a testimony to the truth of the claim of Christ, a,nd
to a knowledge of that truth every Vessel of Mercy is brought, and to
rest all hope for eternity upon Him. Christ is the Rock of Ages.
On this Rock I will build My Church. No wise man commences
to build without knowing what sort of structure he is going to erect.
He knows whether his intention is to build a Cottage or a Mansion.
Before t.he soil is disturbed or any material brought upon the ground,
he has his plan perfected; and what the building will look like when
completed is clearly marked out beforehand. And is the Lord less
wise than man 1 Surely He will prove to be a wise Master-builder.
Yes indeed. Before the world was formed, the perfect plan was
present to His mind. The Church and Christ appear as one. Chosen
in Christ. before the foundation of the world, the rolling centuries have
witnessed the prosecution of that plan and at last the topstone shall
be placed in its position with Grace, Grace unto it.
In seeking instructions from these words let us observe :1. There is a good found.ation. The rock as a figure in connection
with God was very familiar to the Jews. The Apostle Paul draws
important instruction from the smitten rock when he tells us " that
Rock was Christ." Frequently the Psalmist sang praises to the Rock
of his salvation, while the prophets also speak of Christ under the
same figure. But for the mischief done by the apostate Church of
Rome, no one would ever have thought of any other than Christ
Himself being intended when He said, " Upon this Rock."
The endur·ing nature of the foundation is expressed by the figure.
In Isaiah xxvi. 4 the marginal rendering is the " Rock of Ages." In
the Lord Jehovah is the Rock of Ages. None but He Who was Divine
could be the foundation suitable to such a structure. If the building
is to endure it must rest upon a fou..n dation which will not decay. Of
His years there is no end. When our Lord would emphasize the
importance of His own teaching, He gave a contrast of two buildersone who built his house upon the sand and the other who built his
house upon the rock, and it was the rock hottom that stood the storm
and saved the house. An unstable foundation would mean a ruined
structure, but that which is to last must rest upon a foundation solid
and enduring.
It is 'well laid. "Behold I lay in Zion a sure foundation." None
else could be entrusted with a work so important. If· we may think
of the foundation as that which is out of sight, then we regard t.he
laying as being in the hidden purpose of the Divine counsels; when
knowing all that would happen, provision was made for the safety of
His people. Christ and the Church ever stood united in the mind. of
God and in that eternal arrangement of which we speak when using
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the phrase, "The Covenant of Grace," the purposes were formed
in Christ Jesus.
If we think of it as that whereon the structure is to rest we recall
the first gra:cious intimation. The seed of the woman shall bruise the
serpent's head. All hope of recovery centres in the promised seed and
the further unfolding of the purpose is by testimony borne to Christ.
To Him give all the prophets witness.
It is so in the proclamation of the Gospel. In this sense the apostle
speaks of being built upon the foundation of the apostle and prophetsi.e., the foundation laid by them. "I have laid the foundation," he
declares, and he likewise says, "Other foundation can no man lay,
than that is laid which is Jesus Christ."
Thus all the purposes of God for the salvation of sinners centre in
Christ, and apart from Him there is no salvation; even as for its security
the whole weight of the building must rest on its good foundation.
It is sufficient for the purpose. This foundation can bear the whole
weight that rests upon it. "Wherefore, He is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them." Whatever rests upon this foundation
will stand the fiercest storms. Not only the storms in this life, but
.. When that awful storm ta.kes place
Which hurls destruction far and near,"

this foundation will remain unshaken and the building standing upon
it will be secure.
2. The magnificent structure. It is a glorious Church to be presented,
not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing. "1\1y Church." It is
then that which is specially and peculiarly Christ's. The Church was
dear to Him before time-dear to Him in time-for He loved the Church
and gave Himself for it, and to all eternity it will be dear to Him.
It is to be for His glory. "I will be glorified in them." It is for a
habitation of God through the Spirit-a holy temple unto the Lord.
It is a complete structure. Christ is thinl.'ing of the Church in its
entirety. There is a distinction between a Church and the Church.
"1\1y Church!" The company of believers throughout the world.
It is possible to belong to a Church and not be in the Church. One
would in no wise disparage membership with a Church, for surely
every true Christian would wish to be united with some body of
believers, but we should remember the distinction between a Church
and the Church.
This building consists of living stones. "Ye also as lively (living)
stones are built up a spiritual house." Once dead in trespasses and
sins they have been quickened by the Holy Spirit, born again. Every
new-born soul, living upon Christ, looking for Christ, following Him,
is a living stone on a living foundation.
3. The Builder-" I will build 1\1y Church."
He who has designed the building carries out the work. He shall
build the temple and He shall have the glory. Infinite wisdom laid
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the plan, and gracious power will perfect the work. Every living
stone built upon tbe living foundation bas been purchased by Him,
" for ye are bougbt with a price." "Redeemed not with silver and
gold, but witb the precious blood of Christ." He appoints the place
each stone shall occupy. Without noise the work is carried on by the
power of tbe Eternal Spirit, and will be until the last stone is quarried
from nature, and prepared and put into its place, and the work is
complete.
"When mercy's building to complete
Which hell nor sin could e'er defeat,
'l'he topmost stone shall rise.
Then, shouting grace, the blood· washed throng
Of every tribe and every tOllgue
Shall rend the vaulted sIdes.
Then sha.ll the Church, while seraphs gaze,
Outshine the sun's meridian blaze
In her pivine array.
While grace, eternity along,
Shall sound in high immortal song
That sweet harmonious lay."

THE LORD WILL PROVIDE.
" THE saints should never be dismayed,
Nor sink in hopeless fear;
For when tbey least expect His aid,
The Saviour will appear.
" This Abraham found; he raised the knife,
God saw, and said, ' Forbear!
Yon ram shall yield his meaner life;
Bebold the victim there! '
" Once David seemed Saul's certain prey;
But hark! the foe's at band;
Saul turns his arms. another way,
To save the invaded land.
"When Jonah sunk beneath the wave,
He thought to rise no more;
But God prepared a fish to save,
And bear him to the shore.
" Blest proofs of power and grace Divine,
That meet us in His Word!
May every deep-felt care of mine
Be trusted with the Lord.
" Wait for His seasonable aid,
And though it tarry, wait;
The promise may be long delayed,
But cannot come too late."
Oowper.
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DO THE SAINTS IN GLORY KNOW EACH OTHER 1
(FROM LETTER LXVIII OF THE REV.

A. M.

TOPLADY, DATED

AUGUST 12TH, 1777.)
" IN reply to the question stated, I am most deeply and clearly convinced that the saints in glory know each other: and more particularly,
those with whom they took sweet counsel when on earth, and with
whom they walked in the house of God as friends. Our Lord Himself,
I apprehend, gives us to understand as much, where He tells us that
the elect shall be, in the future state, equal to the angels. Now it
seems impossible that the unfallen angels, who have lived together
in heaven for (at least) very near 6000 years, should not he perfectly
acquainted with each other. And the same privilege is requisit,e in
order to our being in every respect on an equality with them.
" The departed soul of the rich man knew Lazarus, when he beheld
him afar off: and likewise at sight knew Abraham, whom he could
never have seen in the present life. Much more do Abraham and
Lazarus, and all the glorified family above, rejoice in that communion
of saints, which obtains in their Father's house.
" St. Paul, speaking of the spiritual children whom God had given
him among the Thessalonians, says that they would be his' glory and
crown of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord .lesus.' But how could this
be, and how could they mutually congratulate each other on the grace
bestowed upon them below if all personal acquaintance was to cease 1
Surely, there are no strangers in the land of light and love!
" The three apostles who attended our blessed Lord on the mount of
Transfiguration, knew Moses and Elijah, when they appeared in
glory.
" To add no more: that remarkable text, I think, fully establishes
the point, where our adorable Saviour bids us make to ourselves friends,
by the mammon of unrighteousness; that, when we fail, they may
receive us into the everlasting habitations. As if He had said:
, While you are on earth, take ..care to conciliate the affections of My
indigent disciples, by bestowing on them a proper portion of the wealth
which God has lent you, and which is too often perverted to purposes
of unrighteousness by them that know not Me. So, when your bodies
die, and when your souls ascend to heaven, the souls of those poor
affiicted saints, whom your bounty relieved below, and who were got
to .glory before you, shall be among the first exulting spirits, who shall
meet you on your arrival above, and congratulate you on your safe
and triumphant entrance into the world of joy.'
" But they could not do this, unless they knew us, and we them.
" May the precious blood and righteousness of our Incarnate God,
and the faithful leadings of His eternal Spirit, bring you and me to
that general assembly and Church of the first-born where we shall both
see Him as He is; and likewise know each other, even as we shall
then be known."
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AT THE BUS-STOP.
I HAD to wait some time for a bus the other day outside a Methodist
chapel at the junction of four roads. The building was enclosed in a
good-sized yard by a low stone wall with railings on top; and two
dirty, ragged little boys were amusing themselves by climbing along
the wall outside the railings. The foothold was very precarious,
for the railings were set close together and took all the space; so
Fred and Ern were getting a lot of thrills out of the amusement they
had chosen. Presently a policeman in his big cape got off his bicycle
opposite the chapel, and after surveying the scene generally, fixed
his stern eye on my two friends. "'Ere! get off 0' that!" he
shouted across the road. Fred slid hastily to the ground, Ern tumbled
after him, and they sidled away with many a backward glance. The
officer stood for a few minutes, and then mounted his bicycle and
rode away. Just then the bus I was waiting for appeared. As I
took my seat I glanced back at the corner, and instantly two little
figures appeared from nowhere, as it seemed, scrambled on to the
wall, and began to pursue again their d~fficult way from bar to bar!
I do not think Fred and Ern were doing any real harm by their
pranks, and it was only to be expected that they should begin again
as soon as the policeman's back was turned. But the incident set
me thinking. Why do we have to have policemen at all? How
is it that everywhere there have to be laws to keep people from doing
wrong? When we say that a country is in a lawless state, we imply
that there neither life nor property is safe; men go armed to protect
their lives and their purses. Where lawlessness abounds, there
abound misery, oppression, cruelty, theft, and murder. Men know
these things to be wrong; why do they need laws and courts of
justice and forces of police to compel them to do right? The history
of the world proves that it is so; but why?
The answer to this question, as to-most others, is found in the Bible.
There we read of the entrance of sin into the world by Adam's disobedience to the commandment of God; the consequence of which
is that everybody who has since come into the world (all but One)
has been born a sinner, always inclined from the first' to do wrong
rather than right. .See how the nature of man is described in the
time of Noah: "God saw that the Wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil continually." This is just as true of 'ourselves to-day.
David says, " There is none that doeth good, no, not one." Jeremiah
says, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked." Isaiah says, " All we like sheep have gone astray, we have
turned everyone to his own way." Paul says; "All have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God." "They that are -in the flesh
cannot please God." So that everywhere where men are left to
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themselves they will always choose evil rather than good; and that
is why God gave to Moses the Ten Commandments of the Law,
which are the basis of all laws everywhere.
But the remarkable thing is that though each of us can see easily
enough that his neighbour is a sinner, it takes nothing less than the
power of the Spirit of God to convince us of our own sin. It was
this power that made Job say, " Behold, I am vile ... I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes": that made David say, "Behold,
I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me " :
that made Isaiab say, " Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am
a man of unclean lips": that made Peter say, "Depart from me,
for I am a sinful man, 0 I.. ord ": that made Paul say, " I know that
in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing." If by the grace
of God, the Holy Spirit shows us our sin, and how impossible it is
for us to improve ourselves or make our evil natures good, then as
Paul says, " The law is our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ." For
Christ is the only sinless Man; He has not only fulfilled the Law
of God in every detail, but also by His death upon the cross has
borne the penalty for sin. Those who trust in Jesus for salvation
have all His righteousness put to their account, and thus are justified
before God. Does God account you righteous through the blood of
the Lord Jesus 1 or will you have to stand before Him in the" filthy
rags" of your own righteousness 1 Jesus alone can put upon you
His robe of righteousness; there is no hope apart from Him.
" My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood a.nd righteousness;
No merit of my own I claim,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.
"When the last trumpet's voice shall sound,
o may I then in Him be found,
Robed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the Throne.
On Christ the solid Rock, I stand;
All other gro.und is sinking sand."

DAMARIS.
THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :"A Pilgrim" (per Miss L. Ormiston) £0 10 0
"A Reader at Gosport"
0 5 0
Atkinson, Miss M. J.
1 0 0
E. and C.L.A.
0 5 0
0 4 0
Knott, Miss A.
" ThankofIering"
2 0 0
Two Grateful Readers (per Miss L.
Ormiston)
0 4 0
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In jl'lemOtialll.
MISS PARKINSON, OF ASTLEY, NEAR MANCHESTER.
OUR warm and very tender Christian sympathy goes out to Miss A.
Parkinson, of Astley, near Manchester, who has been called upon to
part with her dear sister. The following letter, dated Sept. 3rd,
informs us of this great sorrow. It is an immense comfort to have
the full assurance of the present blessedness with Christ of a loved one
whom the Lord has taken. Nevertheless, we should be inhuman if
we did not feel the terrible blank which such a removal makes. Our
prayerful sympathy therefore goes out to this sorrowing family. The
GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been greatly valued in this family for a very
lengthened period. The dear one who has been taken was a constant
and very appreciative reader, as her dear sister indicates. Miss A.
Parkinson's letter is as follows :"105, THE HILTONS,
" ASTLEY, NR. MANCHESTER,
" September 3rd, 1935.
"DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,
" Yet another dear reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE has been taken
Home, in the person of my precious sister. We have never been
separated before. You are sure to realize how keenly I feel the loss.
The September number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and your piece,
, Somebody hath touched Me,' were as balm to my troubled heart.
" I went upstairs to my loved one and told her of the same, and that
somebody's touch was mine, and as you say sometimes our Lord
touches those whom He intends to bless. He touched my dear sister,
and took her Home so peacefully that I could not realize she had left
me. She was a constant reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and loved
its sacred, truthful pages. In the midst of her sufferings she looked
forward to the 26th of each month when the Magazine came. I hope
you are being upheld in your great loss, and I beg an interest in your
prayers.
" I would like the enclosed acknowledged as a thankoffering, please,
for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. It was her wish.
" A. PARKINSON."
"HAVE you ever heard the Gospel before 1 " asked a missionary at
Ningpo of a respectable Chinaman, whom he had not seen in his missionroom before. "No," he replied, " but I have seen it. I know a man
who used to be the terror of his neighbourhood. If you gave him a
hard word he would shout at you and curse you for two days and two
nights without ceasing. But when the religion of Jesus took hold of
him he became wholly changed. He is gentle, moral, not soon angry,
and has left off opium. Truly the teaching is good."-Selected.
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tBtOUfJtant 15eacon.
READING DESK AND PULPIT THEOLOGY.
" MEN are rightly treated in a reading desk, and called by their proper
name of miserable sinners: but in a pulpit they are complimented on
the dig11ity of their earthly, sensual, devilish nature; are flattered
with a princely will and powe'r to save themselves; and ornamented
with a lusty badge of merit. Justification by faith, the jewel of the
Gospel Covenant, the ground-work of the Reformation, the glory of the
British Church, is now derided as a poor, old, beggarly element, which
may suit a negro or a convict, but will not serve a lofty scribe nor a lewd
gentleman. And the Covenant of Grace, though executed legally by
Jesus, purchased by His life and death, written and sealed with His
blood, is deemed of no value, till ratified by Moses. Paul declares, no
other foundation can one lay, beside that which is laid, Christ Jesus
(1 Cor. iii. 11). But men are growing wise above what is written, and
will have two foundations for their hope, their own fancied merit
added to the meritorious life and death of Christ.
" If an angel should visit our earth, and vend such kind of Gospel,
as is often hawked from the press and pulpit, though he preached
morality with most seraphic fervency, and till his wings dropped off,
he would never turn one soul to God, nor produce a single grain of true
morality, arising from the love of God, and aiming only at His glory."(Berridge's "Ohristia,n World Unmasked," pp. 340-1.)
~OttesponlJmce.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND.-The end of this month will see the end of the sixtysecond year of the book-mission, and I hope that the friends of our soldiers,
sailors and airmen may be led to help us, so that the year will end
free of debt. It has been a truly blessed year of labour, although carried
on under much physical difficulty and weakness, and we have rejoiced
in the Lord's blessing on the Gospel literature circulated. A missionary to seamen writes: "We are very grateful for the parcel of books
sent for the use of seamen, and greatly appreciate this gift. These
magazines are being distributed in this Home, as well as on ships that
frequent this port, and we do hope they will be the means of putting
many of our seamen in the right and narrow way. Please accept our
sinct're thanks for this gift, for your kind letter, and may God's blessing
rest upon your good work." From a soldier's home, "Thank you
very much for so kindly sending us the parcel of Gospel booklets.
I have put some in the downstairs office to distribute, and we shall
give them out in other ways also. God is blessing the work here and
the place keeps well filled, so that there are many opportunities of
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helping men to seek Christ. We will remember you in prayer at the
meetings, and are very sorry you have been so ill for such a long time."
A chaplain writes: "Our most gracious thanks for the parcel you
kindly sent. We have made good use of it. I have been in bed or
would have replied before." A friend writes: "I cannot tell you
how pleased I was to receive your letter; it was a great joy to me to
read it. Shall be sending a parcel along shortly. Since receiving
your letter I have remembered you in my supplications at the Throne
of Grace."
Yours to serve by His grace,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol,4, September, 1935.
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SELECTED SERMONS. By J. C. Philpot, M.A. Pp. 256. Price 4/6.
By post 5/-. (C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd., 30, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus. London, E.C.4.)
The Gospel Standard (a monthly Magazine) was founded in the year
1835. This therefore is its Centenary Year. Of this Magazine
Mr. J. C. Philpot, the author of" Selected Sermons" was the able and
sole Editor from 1849-1869, having previously for some years been
joint editor with :Mr. J. McKenzie.
In connection with this Centenary the publishers have issued this
volume, and they propose (D.V.) to issue further volumes, to complete
a set of four. The sermons in this volume are fifteen in number.
Mr. Philpot's name is well known to all lovers of the great doctrines of
grace, and his sermons need no recommendation from us. These
" Selected Sermons" indicate that Mr. Philpot was a careful student
of Scripture, and that he did not offer unto the Lord that which cost
him nothing. All the sermons were evidently carefully and prayerfully
prepared. The truths set forth in them were not only known in the head
but experienced in the heart of the- preacher. Mr. Philpot in a letter
says, " It is necessary that those who stand up to preach to the hearts
of others should have a deep acquaintance with their own; that those
who have to preach trials and exercises should be well acquainted with
what they speak; and that those who set forth the Lord Jesus Christ
should know something experimentally of His beauty and blessedness,
grace and glory."
After reading these sermons we are forced to the conclusion that
these words unintentionally describe Mr. Philpot himself. He knew
much of the evil of his own heart, of the spiritual exercises of those who
have been awakened and regenerated by the Spirit, and he was enabled
to see much of the beauty and blessedness, and grace and glory of the
Saviour Whom He preached to others. While reading these sermons
we have marked a great number of choice passages, and could easily
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fill all our pages if we transcribed them. Those who listened to these
sernlons must have felt how clear, searching and penetrating were
the words of the preacher. The publishers suggest that these sermons
may be" read in services where there is no minister." That, no doubt,
will be an excellent thing to do, but we suggest that Churches without a
minister should pray that the Lord may provide them with faithful
pastors. Mr. Philpot says, "The great want of to-day is a Gospel
ministry. . . . We want men who can preach the Gospel as it was
preached in days of old, with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven;
and owing to this. in a measure, it is that many of God's dear saints
are tossed to and fro all their days" (i.e., owing to the want of a Gospel
ministry, p. 150).
We need to pray that the Lord will raise up faithful and godly men
to preach the Gospel of His grace.
This is a handsome and well-printed volume and a portrait of
Mr. Philpot is given as a frontispiece.
SIX HUNDRED AND SIXTY-TWO PRIESTS IJEAVE THE CHURCH OF ROME.

By Albert Close. Pp. 181. Price 2/6, postage 3d. (The
Protestant Truth Society, " Cranley House," 31, Cannon Street,
London, E.C.4.)
Mr. Close, in his Preface to this valuable book says, "That fully
3,000 Roman Catholic priests have abondoned or renounced the
Church of Rome since 1800 A.D. Fully 2,300 of these have abandoned
all faith in that Church and many of them in Christianity as well.
Another 700 at least have renounced the Church of Rome during the
same period, and entered into communion with the Church of England
and other evangelical churches all over the world." Mr. Close further
points out that while the Roman Church makes much of Church of
England clergy who join the Church of Rome, she is practically silent
about the large numbers who renounce the Church of Rome.
In this volume Mr. Close gives the names and records of 662 priests
who have left the Church of Rome since 1800 A.D. and joined the
Church of England and other evangelical churches. These records
show that Bome were converted through reading the Scriptures alone.
~any valuable testimonies from some of these converted priests are
gIven.
The awful evils of the confessional are illustrated on page 100 in
connection with murderers.
Well known cases such as those of Fathers Chiniquy, Thomas
Connellan, Gavazzi and Dr. Rabard of Montreal, are recorded.
Pages 165-169 are occupied with showing how Rome suppresses
truth in the press.
The volume frankly acknowledges that 853 Anglo-Roman vicars
and curates have gone over to Rome since Newman's perversion,
showing the evil tendencies of the Oxford Movement.
Two or three excellent protestant lectures might easily be given
aEl a result of a careful perusal of this valuable book.

