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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wberewith we ourselveil are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

FAMILY GRACE.
" Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is m CHRIST
JEsus."-2 TIMOTHY ii. l.

..

TIMOTHY was a member of the LORD'S family. He owed his
conversion under GOD to the instrumentality of the Apostle Paul.
Hence the apostle calls him" my own son in the faith" (1 Tim. i. 2).
Probably it was during the apostle's first missionary journey that
Timothy was called by Divine grace; for we find him spoken of as
" a certain disciple" when Paul was taking his second missionary
journey. Moreover, he was so well reported of "by the brethren
that were at Lystra and Iconium " that Paul decided to take him
with him (Acts xvi. 1-3). A warm attachment grew up between
them, so that Paul wrote concerning him, "as a son with the
father, he hath served with me in the Gospel" (Phil. ii. 19-22).
When the apostle wrote his second letter to Timothy he was
expecting soon to die as a witness to the truth of the Gospel.
Possibly Timothy was with him when he was apprehended, and taken
off to Rome. Hence the apostle refers to Timothy's tears (2 Tim.
i. 4; iv. 4-8). The apostle's second Epistle was designed to cheer,
encourage, and stimulate Timothy, and also to urge him to come to
him before winter, bringing with him the cloak which the apostle
had left at Troas with Carpus. (See 2 Tim. iv. 9, 13, 21.)
The apostle's wardrobe was no doubt meagre, and he felt his
need of the warmth which the cloak would afford to him in prison.
The LORD had indeed shown him how great things he had to
suffer for CHRIST'S sake. Let us be increasingly thankful for the
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comparative freedom from suffering and persecution which we enjoy
in this favoured land. Amongst the many things which the great
apostle wrote in this letter to his "dearly beloved son" Timothy
(2 Tim. i. 2), is the exhortation, "Thou therefore, my son, be
strong in the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS.
Timothy in the first century was just as human as we are in the
twentieth century. The words of John Newton, written in the
eighteenth century, would have expressed Timothy's feelings as
they express ours.
" No strength of our own
Or goodness we claim;
Yet since we have known
The SAVIOUR'S great name,
In this our strong tower
For safety we hide,The LORD is our power,
The LORD will provide."
The great apostle knew Timothy's need. Hence he exhorted
him to " be strong in the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS." He is our
" Never-failing Treasury, filled
With boundless stores of grace."
What Timothy needed all the other members of GOD'S family need.
They need to be upheld by the grace that is in CHRIST.
1. That grace may be described first as redeeming grace.
Grace brought Him down from heaven to redeem His people
from the penalty which their sins merited.
" With pitying eyes, the Prince of Grace
Beheld our helpless grief;
He saw, and,-O amazing love!
He ran to our relief."
"Ye know," says the apostle," "the grace of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9).
He graciously humbled Himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross, that He might redeem His
people with His precious blood.
The LORD'S family can never afford to forget this great, farreaching, and amazing exhibition of the grace of our Divine
REDEEMER. His grace impels them to say, ,. Unto Him that loved

The Gospel Magazine

417

us, and washed us from our sins in His Own blood
be glory
and dominion for ever and ever" (Rev. i. 5, 6). The obedience
unto death of our LORD JESUS CHRIST was due to His infinite grace.
2. Secondly, His grace may be described as saving grace.

The Apostle Peter said, "We believe that through the grace of
the LORD JESUS CHRIST we shall be saved, even as they" (Acts
xv. 11). It was revealed to Peter that GOD put no difference
between Jew and Gentile in the matter of salvation. The Apostle
Paul subsequently wrote to the Christians at Rome, "There is no
difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same LORD
over all is rich unto all that call upon Him, for whosoever shall
call upon the name of the LORD shall be saved" (Rom. x. 12, 13).
The LORD JESUS exhibits His unmerited grace to every poor sinner
who comes to Him, and cries to Him for mercy. He says to those
who are weary and heavy laden with their sins, "Come unto Me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest"
(Matt. xi. 28).
He assures His people that all that the FATHER giveth to Him
shall come to Him, and He graciously says further, "Him that
cometh to Me (i.e., as Bunyan suggests, 'Any him ') I will in no
wise cast out" (John vi. 37).
Thus through the grace of the LORD JESUS CHRIST all sorts and
conditions of men shall be saved, and only by grace can they be
saved. They have redemption through CHRIST'S blood, even the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of Divine grace. Not
according to their works, but according to His Own purpose and
grace, given them in CHRIST JESUS before the world began, does
GOD save His people.
.
Let us never forget that it is through the grace of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST that salvation reaches us. Apart from His grace we
should perish. How deeply John Newton felt this when he wrote,
" Amazing grace! (how sweet the sound!)
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see! "
3. Thirdly, the grace of the LORD JESUS may be described as allsufficie11t grace.

He is "full of grace and truth."

All His people can say, "Of
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His fulness have all we received, and grace for grace" (John i. 14, 16).
We need His grace, His favour, and His goodness every day, and
it is our comfort that His grace is boundless. There is no limit to
it. In union with His FATHER He is "the GOD of all grace."
Where our sin abounded, His grace did much more abound. In
all our daily needs His grace is sufficient. To the Apostle Paul He
said, "My grace is sufficient for thee." He is thus fully equal to
our need, whatever form it may take. We read that "GOD
is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work" (2 Cor. ix. 8). As CHRIST is "over all GOD blessed for
ever" these words are true of Him. He is able to make all grace
abound towards His people. He is always able to make all grace
abound. He is always able to make all grace abound that His·
people may have all-suificieney. He is always able to make all
grace abound so that His people may have all sufficiency in all
things, and may" abound to every good work." Truly His grace
is all-sufficient. We do not need to go elsewhere for supplies. He
is full of "boundless stores of grace," and we are encouraged to
"come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need."
4. Fourthly, this grace may be described as strengthening gra(;e.

The apostle says to Timothy, "Thou therefore, my son, be strong
in the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS." The grace that is laid up
in CHRIST for His redeemed people is all-strengthening in its
character. They need strengthening. They need to be strengthened in body, in mind, and in soul. They need strength in
temptation and in all their spiritual conflicts. The apostle felt this
when he exhorted the Ephesi~ns to "be strong in the LORD, and
in the power of His might." They need strength to bear persecution. Paul, himself, was suffering persecution when he wrote this
Epistle. He speaks of "my chain," of suffering as an evil doer
" even unto bonds," but he had grace to " endure all things for the
elects' sakes" (2 Tim. i. 16; ii. 9, 10).
Timothy would also have to be a "partaker of the afRictions
of the Gospel according to the power of GOD" (2 Tim. i. 8). Hence
his need of the grace that is in CHRIST JESUS.
" All that will live godly in CHRIST JESUS shall suffer persecution,"

The Gospel Magazine

419

and hence they need to be strong in the grace that is in CHRIST.
We need strength to continue and to persevere. "Continue then
in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of."
"Hold fast the form of sound words." The temptation to
abandon the things we have learned from the inspired Scriptures,
and to go with the apostatizing crowd is great. Only the. grace
of CHRIST can keep us steadfast.
We need strengthening for a holy and a consistent walk. Without CHRIST we can do nothing. Only by His grace can we serve
GOD" with reverence and godly fear." Ministers need strength to
persevere in preaching the word, at a time when sound doctrine
will not be endured, and when large numbers turn away their
ears from the truth and are turned unto fables. All the members
of GOD'S family, young and old, need daily and hourly the grace
that is in CHRIST JESUS. Hence they need to look to Him for
fresh experiences of His almighty, abundant, energizing, and
keeping grace. ,Vho is sufficient of himself? Not one. Our
sufficiency is only of GOD. Hence we need to pray for" the grace
of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, and the love of GOD, and the communion of the HOLY GHOST." "GOD resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble" (James iv. 6).
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Fe1'1'y, King's Lynn.
VERBAL INSPIRATION.
By BISHOP J. C. RYLE.
" The Scripture cannot- be broken."-JoHN x. 35.
" THE principle here laid down by our Lord is one of vast importance.
Let us grasp it firmly, and never let it go. Let us maintain boldly
the complete inspiration of every word of the original Hebrew and
Greek Scriptures. Let us believe that not only every book of the
Bible, but every chapter-and not only every chapter, but every
verse-and not only every verse, but every word, was originally given
by inspiration of God. Inspiration, we must never shrink from asserting, extends not only to the thoughts and ideas of Scripture, but
to the least words. . . . The wisest course is to walk in the old paththe path of faith and humility; and say, 'I cannot give up a single
word of my Bible. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. The
Scripture cannot be broken.' "-(" Expository Thoughts on St. John.")
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE SPIRIT AS TAUGHT IN THE
UPPER ROOM.

IV, HIS WORK IN RELATION TO THE CHURCH
OF GOD.

"He dwelleth with you, and shall be in yoU."-JOHN xiv. 17.

WE have seen that our Lord, in promising the pentecostal manifestation of the third Person in the Trinity, referred to Him under
three titles-" The Comforter," "The Spirit of Truth," and" The
Holy Ghost." We have also thought of His convicting operations
in relation to the world, and of His personality and Deity. We
now come to consider His work in relation to the Church of God.
Although the promises relating to the manifestation of the Spirit
were primarily given to the apostles, it is evident that they had
a more general application to the whole company of God's elect
people, " the Church ot God, which He hath purchased with His
own blood."
1. First, our Lord teaches us that the Holy SlJin't wouU alJide
with His people tor ever.
"He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide
with you for ever" (John xiv. 16). After His resurrection our
Lord said to His apostles, "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world" (Matt. xxviii. 20). As the apostles all
gradually died off, this promise of the Lord's presence was evidently
designed to include all His people to the end or consummation of
the age. In like manner the promise that the Comforter would
abide with the apostles for ever was a promise given through them
to the whole Church of God for all time. Our Lord added, "He
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you" (John xiv. 17). This
shows that the Comforter was already with them. They were
even then under His influence, and experiencing His presence.
It follows therefore that the promise that the Father would give
them "another Comforter" meant, not that the Spirit was not
then with them, but that they would experience His presence more
copiously, and that His promised coming would be an extraordinary
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manifestation of His presence. "He dwelleth with you (now)
and shall be in you" in the future.
It has been suggested that there is a great difference between
the Spirit dwelling with His people and His being in them.
We suggest, however, that this interpretation is unwarrantable.
In the previous verse our Lord promisad that the Comforter would
be with them for ever. Thus their future experience of the Spirit's
presence is expressed by the thought of a presence with them. So
our Lord's promise to be with them always (Matt. xxviii. 20) indicates a presence with them. In both cases the same preposition is
used in the Greek for the word "with." Now how is the Spirit
'With His people always or for ever ~ It is by His dwelling in them.
"The Spirit of God dwelleth in you," the apostle says (1 Cor.
iii. 16). And how is Christ with His people always ~ By dwelling
in them by His Spirit. The indwelling of the Spirit is the same
as the indwelling of Christ. (See and compare Rom. viii. 9, 10.)
In like manner the Father's presence with His people-a presence
which is abiding-is by the Spirit. "Hereby know we that we
dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His
Spirit." Again," Hereby we know that He abideth in us, by
the Spirit which He hath given us." ((Jompare Heb. xiii. 5 with
1 John iii. 24 and iv. 13.)
The promise of the abiding and indwelling presence of the Spirit
of God thus holds good to-day, and it holds good of all believers.
All of them without exception are the temple of God, because the
Spirit of God dwelleth in them. Of rich and poor believers, of high
and low believers, and of believers in the loneliest positions, God
hath said, "I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be
their God, and they shall be My people" (2 Cor. vi. 16). In the
dark and in the light, in trouble and in prosperity, and in distant
lands as well as at home, God is really and always present with His
redeemed and regenerated people. He will never leave them nor
forsake them. Let us drink in this truth and take abundant
comfort from it.
2. Secondly, our Lord teaches us that the Holy Spirit would be the
Teacher of His people.
" He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you" (John xiv. 26).
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This promise no doubt had its first application to the apostles.
The Spirit would bring to their remembrance what'loever He had
said to them. This accounts for the accurate and inspired writing
of the four Gospels. The Holy Spirit brought to the writers'
remembrance the things which Christ had said. Moreover, the
Spirit was to teach them all spiritual truth, and guide them into
it. He would not only remind them of truths already uttered, but
He would open their understandings to comprehend their meaning
more fully, and He would instruct them in truths not yet so clearly
revealed, and thus impart to them a full and complete knowledge
of all saving truth. This accounts for the writing of the Epistles
and their inspired character. Besides, the Lord said, "He w'ill
show you things to come."
This accounts for the prophecies found in the Epistles and in the
Revelation.
Professor Smeaton says, " As for the apostles in the New Testament, it is only necessary to recall their opportunities and the terms
of their commission to see that they were armed with historic
information obtained in the Lord's immediate presence, and subsequently brought back, as occasion required, to their remembrance
by the Holy Spirit, \Vho &lso furnished the communication of new
truths, which were supernaturally imparted as the necessities of
the Church required. Their authority, accordingly, was the same
with that of Christ, because He took all the responsibility of their
official teaching upon Himself, when He said, 'He that heareth
you heareth Me' " (Matt. x. 40). (The Doctrine 0/ the Spirit, by
Pro£. Smeaton, pp. 154, 155.) In reference to our Lord's promise
in John xiv. 26, Canon T. ~' Bernard says, "In virtue of this
promise we read, with secure confidence, in the Gospels the words of
our Lord, and in the Acts and Epistles the expansions of them and
deductions from them. They receive a seal and certificate beyond
those of human memory and human reflection in the presence of
the Spirit of truth, manifested, indeed, in many ways, but here
first pledged by the lips of Him Who gives both the Word and the
Spirit. ' He shall teach you all things and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said to you.''' Again he says,
"8uch a grace of remembrance would have two consequences--one
the adequate report and perpetuation of the words of Christ, the
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other the growing apprehension of their significance through continued presence in the mind under this heavenly guidance.
" As to the first, we may adopt the words of Al£ord in his note on
this passage: 'It is on the fulfilment of this promise to the apostles
that their sufficiency as witnesses of all that the Lord did and taught,
and consequently the authent~'city 0/ the Gospel narrative is
grounded.' "
In reference to our Lord's promise in John xvi. 13-" He will
guide you into all truth . . . and He will show you things to come,"
Canon Bernard says, "Thus the apostolic teaching is for all generations the teaching of the Spirit, and we receive it as such, being
sealed to us by this promise. To use the words of Godet, 'The
word xiv. 26, " He shall bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you," formulates the inspiration of our
Gospels; that in the present verse (xvi. 13) formulates the inspiration of the Epistles and Apocalypse.''' (The Central Teaching 0/
Jesus Ohrist, by the late Canon T. H. Bernard, pp. 178, 179, 183,
287).
The work of the Spirit, however, as Teacher, Remembrancer,
and Guide into all truth, was not to be confined to the apostles.
He is the Teacher of all the people of God. Our Lord in reference
to all His people says, " It is written in the prophets, And they shall
be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and
hath learned of the Father, cometh unto Me" (John vi. 45). God
doubtless teaches His people by His indwelling Spirit. The Apostle
John says to all believers, "Ye have an lillction from the Holy
One, and ye know all things" (1 John ii. 20). They are anointed,
all of them, with the Holy Ghost: They have received this anointing from Christ, the Holy One. Hence they know all things
necessary for salvation. This knowledge of Divine truth, the
Spirit imparts to His people through the Word which He Himself
has inspired-that Word which was definitely written for our
learning and is profitable tor the knowledge of all saving truth.
(See Rom. xv. 4; 2 Tim. iii. 15-17.) This anointing with the Holy
Ghost makes the humble believer independent, if need be, of
human teachers. All saving truth is revealed in the Spirit-inspired
Word, and the humble and prayerful and careful student of that
Word is taught by the Spirit, so that he need not that any man
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teach him. The Holy Spirit teacheth Him all things. (See 1 John
ii. 27.) Human teachers raised up and taught by God's Spirit,
are indeed a great help, and are meant to be, but they are not
absolutely necessary. If any of God's people are shut off from
such teachers, they are not thereby shut off from a knowledge of
Divine truth. Let them humbly and prayerfully study the Scriptures themselves, and they will be wonderfully taught by the Spirit
without the aid of men, and without the aid of other books. Thus
while the apostles were plenarily inspired both to write and to
teach infallibly the truth of God, ordinary believers are led forward
and taught by the Spirit the things already revealed. What is
hid from the natural man, however learned, is discerned by the
spiritual man, however ignorant of the knowledge of the schools.
" He that is spiritual judgeth (discerneth) all things," because He
is under the influence and teaching of the Spirit. (See 1 Cor. ii.
14, 15.)
No doubt, too, the Spirit, dwelling in the believer, often brings to
his remembrance the words of Scripture, that thereby he may
be comforted, instructed, and warned (see John ii. 22; xii. 16).
The psalmist said, "I have more understanding than all my
teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation." Along with this
meditation of the Divine Word the psalmist humbly prayed, " Open
Thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy
law" (Ps.cxix. 18, 99). We need to do the same. The Spirit
alone can open our understandings that we understand His Own
Word.
3. TMrdly, our Lord teaches us that the Holy Spirit would testify
of and glorify Ohrist. "He s~all testify of Me" (John xv. 26).

The Holy Spirit no doubt testified of Christ to the apostles. He
led them to see that Christ was the great theme of the Old Testament Scriptures. Hence Peter said, " To Him give all the prophets
witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall
receive remission of sins" (Acts x. 43). In Peter's first Epistle
he declares that the spirit of Christ Who was in the prophets
"testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow" (i. 11).
The Apostle Paul, when a prisoner in Rome, occupied a whole
day in persuading his Jewish visitors" concerning Jesus, both out
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of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets" (Acts xxviii. 23).
Taught by the Spirit He saw that the testimony of the Spirit in
the Old Testament was concerning Christ. Hence Christ was the
great theme of the preaching of the apostles, and also of their
inspired writings. Peter's first sermon was all about Christ.
" Daily in the temple, and in every house, they (the apostles) ceased
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ" (Acts v. 42). "Philip
preached Christ" (Acts viii. 5). Paul said, "We preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord." (II Cor. iv. 5).
We hear sometimes in these days of Christless sermons. The
sermons of the apostles were full of Christ; so were their epistles.
Take the Epistle to the Romans by the Apostle Paul as an illustration. You find the name Christ in that epistle mentioned sixtyeight times. Peter's two Epistles consist of eight chapters only,
yet" Christ" is mentioned twenty-nine times. John's three brief
epistles mention "Christ" fourteen times. Jude's one chapter
mentions" Christ" five times. Truly the Holy Spirit so testified
of Christ to the apostles that they could not help making Him
prominent in their spoken and written testimony.
In like manner the Spirit not only convinces the sinner of his sin,
but He testifies of Christ to his soul. He makes use of His own
written Word, and the Word preached by His true ministers to
lead the sinner to trust only in the blood and righteousness of
Christ. Well may we pray" Cheer our desponding hearts,
Thou heavenly Paraclete ;
Give us to lie, with humble hope,
At our Redeemer's feet.
" Convince us of our sin,
Then lead to Jesu's blood,
And to our wondering view reveal
The secret love of God."
The great theme of the Spirit-inspired Word is the Person, the
Offices, and the Work of our Lord Jesus Christ.
" He shall glorify Me" (John xvi. 4). It is part of the Spirit's
office to glorify Christ. By the Word and by the testimony of
His sent servants the Spirit honours Christ, exalts Him as the
eternal Son of God, Who humbled Himself and became obedient
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unto death as the sinner's holy Substitute, Who rose from the
dead the third day, having fully and finally exhausted the penalty
due to the sins of His people, Who is now on the right hand of God
as their Intercessor, and Who is coming again to welcome His
redeemed to the mansions in heaven, places in which He has gone
to prepare for them. What an infinite mercy it is if the Holy
Spirit is dwelling abidingly in our hearts to comfort us, to cheer
us, to control us, to teach us, and to reveal Christ increasingly to
our hearts as the Chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether
lovely.
"Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Exalt Thy precious name;
And, by the Holy Ghost, our love
For Thee and Thine inflame."
THE EDITOR.

PISGAH AND TABOR.
DEUTERONOMY ill. 25; LUKE ix. 28.
WHEN Moses stood on Pisgah's height
To view the Promised Land,
He only had a distant sight
Of what the Lord had planned.
" Refuse not this my urgent pleaReject not this my prayer:
That goodly mountain let me see,
And all Thy goodness share."
How little can our narrow thought
Perceive His gracious ends,
Until His tender-love has wrought
The purpose He intends!
That " goodly mountain" more sublime
In glory shall be seen,
When fifteen centuries of time
Have run their course between.
To be with Jesus is to know
The fulness of His love;
And what is thus begun below
Shall be complete above.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
July 9th, 1936.
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WELLSPRINGS.

" I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass Thine altar,
o Lord."-PSALM xxvi. 6.
THE sweet Psalmist of Israel was realizing the aloneness felt at times
in the life of every Spirit-taught child of God, and how necessary it
was for the comfort and well-being of his own soul and to the glory
of his God, to come apart for awhile and cease from carnal man. He
classes them here under four characteristics, and designates them,
"vain persons," "dissemblers," "congregation of evil doers," and
"the wicked." He has not sat with them. He will not company
with them. He finds no fellowship with their "unfruitful works of
darkness," and like every living child of God, he desires a closer walk
and a coming apart from everyone and everything that would detract
from Jesus and disturb the peace of conscience. Such desires bring
the man of God to the blessedness described in Psalm i., where David
knows of that God-wrought peace in his soul and the fruitful effects
therefrom.
It is in such a frame as this that the Psalmist desires in his heart
to " wash his hands in innocency " and thus " compass the altar" of
Jehovah.
Our mind is directed to the ordering of the tabernacle furniture.
Blessed and holy order indeed we see in every detail of that tent which
Moses was commanded to pitch in the wilderness. How minute and
exact were all the orderings and details! How perfect in all the
commands given to the Lord's dear servant for the setting up of that
tabernacle which was so eminently to set forth and typify the Lord
Jesus in His earthly sojourn amongst men and the purpose for which
He came to do His Father's will.
Just in passing-I recall how in my young days I once visited a
Palestine Exhibition in Manchester, and at the entrance of one of the
courts, .my eyes caught sight of these words :"Within the tabernacle door,
My soul, what dost thou see?
'Tis Jesus, Jesus everywhere,
Reveals Himself to me."

And that is just what we find, or desire to find, fellow-believer, in
our every approach to this subject. Nor can we read this verse
which is before us in our meditation without thinking, as doubtless
David did, of the ordering of the priests in all their Sanctuary services,
and how all were to typify the coming Lord of the true Sanctuary from
heaven.
Now we know how this great brazen laver was ordered to be placed
between the tabernacle of the congregation and the brazen altar.
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In Solomon's temple it was of much larger dimensions, and called
" a sea." But it all pointed to the same truth, that the priests who
received their appointment Divinely and were sanctified to their holy
office, must first wash their hands, before they could engage in any
service; and the fact would be impressed upon their minds, as well
as ours, that washing implied pollution. There was need for the
washing. And thus the great truth was to be set forth that" nothing
which defileth" can enter into the Holy Presence. "I will wash
mine hands in innocency, so will I compass Thine altar, 0 Lord."
The washing would thus be in token through sacrifice of his cleansing;
hands being the instruments of action, to wash them indicated the
desire of the performance of good works out of a pure heart and good
conscience, and all this through the Divinely imparted knowledge
that" without holiness, no man can see the Lord."
There is a wonderful allusion to all this great Gospel truth in
Deuteronomy xxi. 6, where we find the law laid down very strictly,
and provision made for anyone finding a dead man in his field. The
land was to be measured and instructions carried out whereby it
shouLd be known in whose plot of possession lay the dead body. And
on this being decided, some of the elders of the Sanhedrin of the
nearest city were commanded by law to "take an heifer which had
not been wrought with, and which had not drawn in the yoke." We
find the same expression as this in the nineteenth chapter of Numbers,
where the" red heifer" is set forth as such a lively type of the Lord
Jesus as the Sin-Bearer of His people, " the Propitiation for our sins;
and not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the whole world"
(1 John ii. 2). The heifer was to be brought down" unto a rough
valley, which is neither eared nor sown," which was intended to teach
that the place of the sacrifice should be left untilIed and unsown to
keep in their remembrance the horror and hatred of innocent blood
which there had been shed. The solemn ceremony continued: the
neck of the heifer was to be struck off there in that rough valley;
the priests, the sons of Levi, together with the elders of the city next
unto the slain, were to come near and to wash their hands over the
heifer, that was beheaded in. the valley, and they shall answer and
say, "Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes
seen it. Be merciful, 0 Lord, unto Thy people Israel, whom Thou
hast redeemed, and lay not innocent blood unto Thy people of Israel's
charge. And the blood shall be forgiven them. So shalt Thou put
away the guilt of innocent blood from among you, when thou shalt
do right in the sight of the Lord."
There is the confession and the cry. "The fault," says the commentator, Trapp, " was in not watching and guarding the place where
the murder had been committed. To every landowner fell the charge
of caring for his own plot of possession. It was to be kept safely from
marauder or enemy."
They cry for mercy and pardon. They plead" innocent blood."
They beg for mercy. They ask all, because it is we " whom Thou

'-

The Gospel Magazine

429

hast redeemed." Oh, beloved reader, that I could impart to you
and express what those two words were to my soul when reading the
chapter for my morning portion recently! They seemed to shine out
of the holy page as gold, and one's soul was carried away in contemplation deep, holy, and sacredly solemn of Him Whose" innocent
blood" was shed for sinners" dead in trespasses and sin "-great
sinners, rebel-hearted sinners, chief sinners, such as you and I feel
and own ourselves to be! Oh, it is past understanding, past compre\l..<!..~<!i.~'b)~~""~ ~~ ~b.~"'-~""~"-~~. ~~ ~'b,"">:>. '\:>"">:>.\--; \"<>.'1. "<>.\, ~'8 ~1:\)'S'S ana. weep
our tears there of godly contrition. Jesus, the Spotless Lamb of God!
God's Innocent Lamb! He, Who knew no sin, did no sin, in Whose
mouth was no guile, Who was dumb before His accusers, submitted
Himself to be led as a lamb to the slaughter, to become the curse,
the Sin-Bearer for His people, to suffer in their stead, to be their
Surety, their Substitute, their glorious Representative in heaven's
High Courts with His own blood. The only One as spotless and
sinless Who could atone, the only One Divine justice could accept.
Most powerfully is the typical blood, the scarlet line, set forth in
the Holy Volume in the glorious doctrine of substitution, and that
". without the shedding of blood there was no remission for sin."
Innocent! not deserving punishment, guiltless, without fault,
righteous-according to Dr. Bullinger's lexicon.
It is this, and this alone, you and I, beloved reader, can plead. It
is as dear Bonar wrote;.. Upon a life I did not live,
Upon a death I did not die,
Another's life, Another's death,
I stake my whole eternity."

Now let us briefly gather up the truths of our text in which David
was basing all his hope for pardon and acceptance in and through
the innocent blood of God's Lamb. "I will wash my hands in
innocency, and so will I compass Thine altar, 0 Lord." He had
asked in a previous Psalm, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the
Lord? or who shall stand in His.. holy place?" (xxiv. 3, 4). He
longed to ascend that thrice holy hill; to approach in holy contemplation, to ponder and to meditate on what Calvary was to him,
what it had done for him, what it had brought to him of comfort,
hope, and relief, and acceptance and pardon; for well he knew, as
with Paul and every other grace-redeemed sinner, that peace to a
guilty conscience could come no other way. So he asks for "clean
hands"; a renewed application by faith of the precious all-prevailing
blood; of a conscience freed from the guilt of the law; and a heart
cleansed and rejlewed by the Holy Spirit. Clean hands washed by
faith in "innocent blood" and a cleansed heart to plead its allprevailing efficacy on high! It is even such that" shall receive the
blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the God of his salvation." It is by this new and living way that we are encouraged and
29
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bid to " come boldly." The ritual of the Old Testament is all past.
Those types and shadows exact as they were in the Divine Mind and
ordering, were but to serve their end, and point to "some better
thing," and which was once for all fulfilled in the Antitype, and now
when an overwhelming burden of sin condemns the conscience, and
the soul is much cast down by reason of in-dwelling sin and its daily
conflict, there is no other remedy, none other place for forgiveness
and relief but" the sanctuary of God," and there all that had been
'·'too painful" is solved and the burden relieved by a fresh application
of the precious blood by faith. It is under the Gospel day of good
news for sinners made conscious of their need, that the Apostle Paul
writes, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." There
the heart is sprinkled afresh, 'the conscience cleansed, and the precious
blood of the Innocent Lamb of God speaks pardon and acceptance
and all efficacious power. "I will wash mine hands in innocency:
so will I compass Thine altar, 0 Lord," pleading the only and allatoning Sacrifice and praising with the voice of thanksgiving, being
cleansed, pardoned, and accepted, the soul is given to rejoice in the
all-covering robe of the imputed righteousness of his glorious Substitute.
I am not a little impressed when turning to Cruden to look up this
word" innocent," to find it has but two references in the New Testament, and both in the same chapter, and both centring in the same
Glorious Person. If you turn to Matthew's Gospel, chapter twentyseven, in the fourth verse you will remember that even the acknowledgement of it was allowed to pass the sin-polluted lips of that guilty,
hardened traitor, when in remorse, Judas confessed, "I have sinned
in that I have betrayed the innocent blood," and casting down the
thirty pieces of silver in the temple he departed and went and hanged
himself. And in the twenty-fourth verse we read of the Governor's
shameful, sinful, and soul-condemning action: "When Pilate saw
that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made,
he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying,
I am innocent of the blood of this just Person; see ye to it"; and
the people took upon themselves the awful curse, " His blood be upon
us and our children." Oh, how those words ring out of the heart
of the much-forgiven Apostle Peter, when "filled with the Holy
Ghost" after Pentecost, he said to the "men of Israel" how "the
God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers
hath glorified His Son Jesus; Whom ye delivered up, and denied
Him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him
go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer
to be granted unto you. And killed the Prince of Life, Whom God
hath raised from the dead; whereof we are witnesses" (Acts iii. 13, 14).
And you and I, beloved, in filial fear and godly contrition and sorrow,
seeing that" we are in the same condemnation," but for that precious,
distinguishing, all-covering, all-pardoning blood, enter into the words
of John· Berridge when he wrote upon" the Blood of Sprinkling" :-
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"Dear dying Friend, we look on Thee,
And own our foul offences here;
We built Thy cross on Calvary,
And nail'd and pierced Thy body there.
"Yet, let the blood our hands have spilt,
Be sprinkled on each guilty heart,
To purge the conscience well from guilt,
And everlasting life impart.
"So will we sing Thy lovely Name,
For grace so rich and freely given;
And tell Thy love, and tell our shame,
That One we murder'd gives us heaven."

R.

THE HUMAN WILL.
1. "It will be allowed, that the human will has a power and liberty
of acting in things natural, or in things respecting the natural and
animal life; such as eating, drinking, sitting, standing, rising, walking,
etc."
2. "The will of man has a liberty and power of acting in things
civil,. such as relate to the good of societies, in kingdoms, cities,
towns, and families."
3. "Man has also a power of performing the external parts of religion.
. . . So Herod heard John gladly, and did many things in a religious
way, externally. Men may also . . . appear outwardly righteous
before men, and do many things which have the show of moral good;
as did the heathen and publicans, and the Apostle Paul, before
conversion."
4. "Man has neither will nor power to act of himself in things
spiritually good, or in such as relate to his spiritual and eternal welfare ;
as conversion, regeneration, faith, repentance, and the like. Conversion is not the work of a creature, but of God, even a work of His
almighty power; by which men are turned from sin and Satan to
Him, are delivered from the power of darkness, and translated into
the kingdom of His dear Son.
"Regeneration, or a being born again, is expressly denied to be the
will of the flesh, or of the will of man, and is ascribed to God Himself.
All men have not faith in Christ; and such who have it, have it not
of themselves; it is the gift of God, the operation of His Spirit, the
fruit and effect of electing and efficacious grace. Evangelical repentance, which is unto life, is not in the power of man: man, in a state
of nature, has no true sense of his sins; nor will any means of
themselves bring him to repentance for them, without the efficacious
grace of God. True evangelical repentance is God's free-grace gift."(Caure of God and Truth, by Dr. Gill, vol. I, pp. 27, 28).
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Sermons anlJ Notes of Setmons.
HEIRS

OF

THE

PROMISES

THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE SERMON PREACHED AT THE
MEMORIAL CHURCH, CLIFTON, ON THURSDAY EVENING,
OCTOBER 6TH, 1904, BY THE LATE
VEN. ARCHDEACON NOYES, M.A., B.D.
(Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, Birmingham.)
" That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and
patience, inherit the promises."-HEBREWS vi. 12.

GOD'S people are chosen in Christ to be " a peculiar people." Twice
are they so-called in the authorized translation of the Scriptures of
the New Testament, once by St. Paul, and once by St. Peter. "A
peculiar people." That is, a people for God's own possession. The
word "peculiar" here has its old meaning of "that which is one's
own." A people for God's own possession, His very own. And so
in His everlasting love towards them in Christ, in the riches of His
grace, He has adopted them into His family, as was fore-ordained of
Him, as we read in Ephesians i., " Having pre-destinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to
the good pleasure of His will." And having adopted them into His
family, He has made them His heirs. "The spirit Himself beareth
witness with our spirit that we are the children of God, and if children
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ." Joint heirs with
Christ. All is in Christ, through Christ, and with Christ. "In Whom
we have obtained an Inheritance."
Now let us look at the inspired Word in Galatians iii., and in the last
verse we read, "And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed and heirs
according to the p1'Omise." Next, let us go to the fourth verse of the
next chapter, " But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, in order that we might receive the adoption of
sons." For by nature we were not the children of God, but children
of wrath, " By nature children of wrath, even as others," under the
curse of the law. And therefore it was necessary that we should be
redeemed, and, blessed be God, we have been redeemed by the Precious
Blood of Christ, as we read in Titus ii. (words which seem a commentary upon that verse which I have just read), "Our Saviour, Jesus,
Who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify unto Himself a peculiar people (a people for God's own
possession), zealous of good works." Well, then, let usgo back to Galatians iv., "To redeem them that were under the law, in order that we
might receive the adoption of sons," and because ye are sons (I want you
to notice, dear brethren, these words particularly) because ye are sons
(not in order that ye may become sons, but because YE ARE sons).
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Adopted into God's family, "redeemed by the precious Blood of
Christ," because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son
into your hearts, crying" Abba, Father." "For we have not received
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but we have received the spirit
of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father." And therefore you see
the children of God are said to be " heirs according to the promise,"
and in the seventeenth verse of the chapter from which my text is
taken, " Heirs of promise," and then in the text itself, " That ye be
not slothful, but followers of them, who through faith and patience,
inherit the pomises."
The promises, brethren, belong to the children of God. "All the
promises of God in Him are Yea and in Him Amen unto the glory of
God by us." All the promise!'! of God are spoken to the children of
God, who inherit them now and will inherit them. We read in Hebrews
xi. 13, concerning those who walked by faith, that they died in faith
-" These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but
having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them and embraced
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth." Now all the promises of God in Christ are made to all the
children of God, and to every child of God. Let us just look at
Hebrews xiii. 5, and I think we shall see this clearly. There, writing
to the believing Hebrews, the apostle says, "Let your conversation
be without covetousness and be content with such things as ye have,
for He hath said, ' I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.''' He hath
said. Now we remember that David assured His son Solomon that
God would not fail him nor forsake him. To all Israel Moses delivered
the same promise, and particularly to Joshua, saying, "The Lord
will not fail thee nor forsake thee." And then we find the Lord Himself
speaking to Joshua and reiterating the same promise," Be strong and
of good courage, there shall not be a man able to stand before thee
all the days of thy life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee,
I will not fail thee nor forsake thee." And here you see in the Epistle
to the Hebrews that promise is coneidered as made to every child of
God, and is treated as belonging to ~very believer. Then you observe
the words that follow, " so that w~ may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, I will not fear what man shall do unto me." We may boldly
say this. But, dear brethren, some of us know how the fear of man
bringeth a snare. We know that at times we are not able to say boldly,
" The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto
me." God's people are not always living up to their birthrighttheir privileges. Sometimes they are asleep. Hence the Word,
" Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
give thee light." This is the voice of God speaking to His people
to arouse them. "Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead."
The person who sleeps is not dead. The meaning is not that the person
addressed is dead, and must arise from the dead, but as we see from
the original, " Awake thou that sleepest and arise from amongst the
dead." Sometimes God's people are asleep, and amongst the dead
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of this world; so the exhortation is given, " Awake thou that sleepest
and arise from amongst the dead."
Frequently God's people are slothful, dull, sluggish, as the word
means here, "That ye be. not slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the promises." I appeal to you,
my dear brethren, Is not this true ~ And must not some of us confess
that we have in the past been slothful, that we have not done what
Paul exhorts Timothy to do-" Give thyself wholly to these things " ~
We have been too much taken up with the things of this world, and
our hearts' affections have not been set as they ought to be, "upon
things above where Christ sitteth" upon the Throne. The faith of
God's dear children is sometimes very little. We can only appropriate
the promises by grace-given, Spirit-wrought faith. This faith is God's
gift, as we read in Ephesians iv. 7, " Unto everyone of us is grace given
according to the measure of the gift of Christ." And we learn from
1 Corinthians xii. that it is according to the sovereignty of the Holy
Ghost, Who" divideth to everyone severally as He will." To another,
we read, "faith by the same Spirit." But we may be slow and sluggish
in asking for this faith. There may be on our part a want of diligence
in using the means that God has provided for obtaining an increase
of this grace, and hence such an exhortation as I have been led to
bring before you to-night-" That ye be not slothful, but followers
of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises." Such
an exhortation as this is doubtless intended to stir us up to prayerful
diligence in searching the Word and to prayer for faith, " as newborn
babes," says the Apostle Peter, " desire the unadulterated milk of the
Word that ye may grow thereby."
And we know, dear brethren, that such prayers as these have from
time to time gone up from our hearts, " Quicken me with Thy free
Spirit." "Lord, increase our faith," "Lord, increase my faith." And
what has the answer been ~ Frequently, dear brethren, it has been
some trial sent by God as His means of strengthening our faith :"Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to prayer,
Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low and keep me there."

And then when the trial hath wrought that which God intended it
should, then He appears as the Deliverer, and as we experience, as
we do indeed experience, brethren, deliverance after deliverance, as we
go on our pilgrimage journey, so our faith grows, and with the apostle
we can say, " He hath delivered, He doth deliver," and having experienced this we go on to say, "In Whom we trust that He will yet
deliver us," for He is, as we read in the Psalms, "the God of
deliverances. "
Says- someone, Oh, tnat I could believe the promise of God! Oh,
that I could believe that promise that seems to apply to my case;
but my prayer is, " Lord, I believe, help Thou my unbelief." Remember
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this, dear child of God, "If we believe not, yet He abideth faithful,
He cannot deny Himself." God will fulfil His promise to you. The
promise is not conditional upon your faith, but the comfort oj. the
promise will not be realized without this faith, and therefore we have
the exhortation, " That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who
through faith and patience inherit the promises." The declarations
of God's Word which testify again and again to the faithfulness of
God, that He will fulfil every word that He hath spoken, and the
exhortations of that Word expounded and enforced by Christ's
ministering servants will, through the Holy Spirit's grace and teaching,
lead God's children" to become followers" (imitators R.V.) of them
who" through faith and patience inherit the promises."
Now let us take just two examples of those who, " through faith and
patience, inherit the promises."
1. We take the case of Abraham, "the father of the faithful."
Abraham was an idolator, and living amongst idolators, but when God
called him, he "obeyed." Must it not have been Divine faith that
led Abraham to respond to the call of God and to go out from the
place where he dwelt, " not knowing whither he went"? And then
you remember how God promised him a son, and we are told in Romans
iv., "He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but
was strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully persuaded
that what He had promised He was able also to perform, and therefore
it was imputed to him for righteousness." Now that was not natural,
but. supernatural; it was Divine, Spirit-wrought faith implanted in
his heart.
And then again, when Isaac was born and had grown up to man's
estate, there came that sharp trial of Abraham's faith, " Take now thy
son, thine only son, lsaac, whom thou lovest, and offer him up for
a burntoffering upon a mountain that I will tell thee of." What!
offer up my son ~ The one who is the child of promise, of whom God
has said, " In Isaac shall thy seed be called" ? Yes, Abraham was
ready to do it at God's command. Oh! this was Divine faith. "By
faith, Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac, of whom it was
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called." And see what he thought
within himself. He thought, "GOd will raise him from the dead,
God cannot go back from His word; God has said, In Isaac shall thy
seed be called," and if I am to offer him, it must be that God will raise
him up from the dead. "Accounting that God was able to raise him
up from the dead, from whence also he received him in a figure."
And thus we see how, as we are told in this chapter (Hebrews vi.),
"After he had patiently endured he obtained the promise." He
patiently endured. Does not this word "patiently endured" point
out to us, brethren, that there was some suffering, whilst he expected
the fulfilment of God's promise and rested upon the faithfulness of
God, yet there was suffering. We know what that is, brethren. We
know what it is to patiently endure. Abraham rested upon the
faithfulness of God, and so we read in this chapter (v. 13), "For
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when God made promise to Abraham, because He could sware by no
greater, He sware by Himself, saying, Surely blessing I will bless
thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee." And so after he had
patiently endured he obtained the promise.
2. Let us take just one other example, viz., that of Noah. We read
in Hebrews xi. 7, "By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his
house, by the which he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith." We read in Genesis that" God saw
that the wickedness of man was great upon the earth, and that every
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually,
and it repented the Lord that He had made man on the earth, and it
grieved Him at His heart, and He said, My Spirit shall not always
strive with m,m, yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years."
One hundred and twenty years-a time appointed-and then the flood
was sent upon the world of the ungodly. Noah began to build the
ark. Oh, how many scoffs and jeers he must have encountered as
he was building the ark for the saving of his house. But he patiently
endured " whilst the long-suffering of God waited" throughout those
one hundred and twenty years.
My dear brethren, we are told that when the Son of Man shall come
again, when the Lord Jesus shall come again, the days will be like
the days of Noah and like the days of Lot. Men will be eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, building and planting; the
world will be going on just as usual, but the time is coming when
the promise will be fulfilled that He will come again. "This," says
the Apostle, " we say unto you by the Word of the Lord that we which
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
(go before) them that are asleep. For the Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with
the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the
Lord." We, brethren-a little flock, and when we think of the vast
population of the world, what a little flock-we believe that this
promise will be fulfilled. See- what is said about it in Hebrews x. 35,
" Cast not away, therefore, your confidence which hath great recompense of reward, for ye have need of patience that after ye have done
the will of God ye might receive the promise, for yet a little while and
He that shall come will come and will not tarry." We are still looking
for the fulfilment of that promise. He told us to "watch, for ye
know not the day nor the hour when the Son of Man cometh." Oh,
brethren, to have this belief in our souls, as we have, is surely Divine
Faith. God hath put into our hearts an expectation which shall not
be disappointed; and thus we condemn the world, as Noahcondemned
the world when by faith he built the ark for the saving of his house.
We are called this evening to the Table of the Lord, and we remember
the words of inspiration, " As often as ye eat this bread and drink this
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cup ye do show the IJord's death till He come." TILL HE COME.
Oh, brethren, if this promise is believed by Divine grace, believed
in our souls, what a practical effect it ought to have, it must have upon
our lives. "Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved, let
us cleanse ourselves," says the Apostle, " from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness iOn the fear of God," and" The grace
of God that bringeth salvation, teacheth us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and godly in this
present life, looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing
of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ," May that hope be a
blessed and ever-abiding hope in our hearts. In the meantime we
have that gracious promise of our Lord's, " Lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the age."

AN ANSWER FOR THE POOR.
"JACOB fled into the country of Syria . . . and for a wife he kept
sheep." When first he set foot in the strange land, he knew nothing
of his future, nothing of what has been to us a subconscious reality
ever since we knew what words meant, and more of a reality since
we have learned by experience to hope in Him Whose name to the
end of time is, "The God of Jacob." "He came into the land of
the people of the East," and must have been encouraged by the
kindly way in which his interrogations were met. "My brethren,
whence be ye 1" They did not seem to think that it was an affront
to be asked who they were (as we do at the telephone). They said,
" Of Haran are we." "Know ye Laban the son of Nahor 1" "We
know him." "Is he well 1 " And they said, " He is well, and behold
Rachel his daughter cometh with the sheep." What a generous and
courteous addition to make to their reply. I remembered it once
when my sister and I were in Glasgow for a day or two. We had
been to see the cathedral, dedicated to St, Mungo. (He was the son
of a British prince, so I find in a book, and he founded the see of
Glasgow in the sixth century.) Then we saw the monument of John
Knox towering to a great height above all around, Some gracious
and ardent souls had known that it was because the Lord loved Scotland
that He sent Knox to be her prophet; and who can tell how often
the Lord has since said, as He did of His Israel, "For My servan.t
Knox's sake" mercy would still come to a departing multitude, and
the light of the Gospel would still shine here and there. We passed
the hospital where Lord Lister, the surgeon, found the wounds and
bruises all with putrifying sores, but God showed him a more excellent
way, and he laboured until the going down of his sun, cleansing that
which had not been cleansed, and the shadow of death was turned
into the morning by the Good Physician and Him Who makes the
broken bones to rejoice. We then went toward the city, and asked
a woman the way to some street; she gave us its exact direction,
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then told us which tram to take; and we were just beginning to
thank her when she added that the next crossing marked a fare stage,
and we might as well go and wait there. It was all done with such
sympathy and kindliness that we were quite happy. Of course Jacob
might say that the circumstances were not parallel, but we had the
God of Jacob with us, and He is a tender and gentle Guide and Shepherd.
There is in 1 Samuel xiv. another case where an answer was given,
in full measure, pressed down and running over. Saul and his servant
decided that they must ask counsel of the seer, so they went into the
city and met some young maidens going to draw water. "Is the seer
here? " they asked. "He is," was the reply, and to it were added
eleven or twelve sentences of either fact or suggestion, all to the point
and confirming. The maidens were doing what the law commanded
-loving the stranger-and God was in it; Samuel was expecting them,
Israel was waiting for their king; now the time had come, and the
abundant answer was part of His doing Whose way is perfect. We
know how that at times when great matters are in hand, every little
indication of Divine help seems to go a long way in encouragement
and confirmation.
There is, from Genesis to Revelation, a variety of every kind of
question and answer, challenge and reply, that has ever been needed
as an example of what to say or what not to say. There is the wisdom
that is from above, the wickedness that is from beneath; everyone's
uncertainties and ignorances are met, no condition is left out. Among
hundreds of other inquiries we read one in the last verse of Isaiah xiv.
The verse goes thus: "What shall one then answer the messengers
of the nations? That the Lord hath founded Zion, and the poor of
his people shall trust in it," or betake themselves to it, the margin
says. The theme had been the dreadful fall of Babylon, and the fact
that other godless nations need not think that because a common
enemy was destroyed they would be sure to escape judgment. No,
their iniquity and the iniquity of all the nations would remain before
the vengeance of the Almighty, but somewhere He had founded for
Himself a city, and in it " the poor" would confidently trust. I thought
that there is a very great sweetness in its saying that the city was
but founded; the topstone had not been brought forth; there was no
sign of completion, perhaps no sign of anything. But the Lord had
founded Zion. His foundation was sure, it was eternal and unmovable,
and some 'poor knew this, as He knew them that were His. It is
like the work of the ever blessed Spirit in the heart of those poor whose
is the kingdom of heaven. They are, as it says in Isaiah lxii. 12, a
holy people, the redeemed of the Lord, called and sought out, a city
not forsaken. "Not forsaken"; if that is true of them, what lack
they yet ?-although they seem to hang on to nothing certain, though
they have not obtained, or apprehended, though they walk in darkness
and have no light. They trust in the Lord. They are like the few
who were left behind in Jerusalem when it was carried away by
Nebuchadnezzar. "The captain of the guard left of the poor of the
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people which had nothing . . . and gave them vineyards and fields
at the same time." Surely there is an end and the expectation of
finding Him for Whom they wait-such will not be cut off. His poor
are trusting in Him all the time, otherwise they would cease to hope.
The Lord had the last word in His contention with Job, and His answer
was peace. Now Job waits for a last summons, as he said in chapter
xv. 14, "Thou shalt call and I will answer Thee, Thou shalt have
a desire to the work of Thine hands." Then all the mournful questionings of the Psalms will be for ever met; and the poor of His people
will see and believe as never before.
FOLLOWER-ON.
OUTNUMBERED-FIVE TO ONE.
THERE have been times when portions of the British Army have had
to stand against what seemed overwhelming numbers, but perhaps the
opposition these brave men have had to encounter has never been
quite so great as " five to one." Be this as it may, God's servants
have often been called upon to contend for the Truth when almost
all the world has been against them.
As an instance of this fact it is only necessary to refer to the case
of Daniel. He stood alone. The nobles, the rulers, the great men,
and all such as follow the lead of this class of person, were against
Daniel. He was individually cast into the den of lions but he was not
alone. God was with him. Who was right? Who was victorious?
Daniel, or his persecutors?
In Daniel's case the verdict was quickly given, but it is not always
thus. Sometimes God's servants have had long to wait before their
course of action received its justification. Nevertheless they can
afford to wait. They leave their cause in the hand of Him Who can
never err, and Who never can delay too long.
Multitudes and majorities cannot be relied upon. Such are never
safe guides. The vast majority of those who lived in the time of
Noah were against him, but who was right? (Gen. vii. 13, 21, 22;
viii. 16.)
Elijah thought he was in a minority of one (2 Kings xix. 10), nevertheless, the truth he stood for prevailed at length.
On more than one occasion faithful Paul seems to have been compelled to stand alone in defence of the Gospel (2 Tim. iv. 16), but there
is a more solemn example than any yet referred to. The instance that
stands out far more loftily than any other is that of the Lord Himself.
The Holy Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God, was forsaken by all His
nation. He stood alone so far as any human support was concerned.
Who was right? The Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, or the
multitudes, both religious and secular, who either condemned Him or
forsook Him ?
In these days it is needful to take these lessons to heart, for the
tendency is for the appeal to be made to the multitude and for their
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decision to be regarded as binding. This fatal delusion has entered
the so-called Christian churches, and preachers no longer seem to
inquire, "What saith the Lord?" but "What will please the
people? "
A true minister is the servant of the Lord Jesus, he is an ambassador
for Christ, and his duty is to deliver his Master's message whether it
pleases the people or no (Ezek. iii. 11 and ii. 5). A multitude may
possibly decide that black is white, but they cannot produce the
change of colour. A majority may determine that death shall cease to
operate, but that majority cannot enforce their decision, neither can
any majority cause God to alter His laws and make that right which
He has declared to be wrong.
What majorities can do and may yet do, if they are permitted, is
to make those suffer who contend for the Truth and who witness for
God and the Lord Christ (Rev. ii. 10).
There was once an occasion when the majority vote was on the
exact basis of " five to one."
God had promised Abraham that He would give the land of Canaan
to Abraham's seed, and this promise God confirmed by an oath
(Heb. vi. 13-20). When the time arrived for Israel (that is, Abraham's
seed) to enter into possession of this promised inheritance, God commanded Moses to instruct certain representatives of the entire nation
to go in advance of the main body that they might" search the land"
(Num. xiii) and report to the whole community. Selected men were
deputed to this office and their examination of the land compelled them
to confirm the description that its fertility was such that it was as
though it " flowed with milk and honey." The very fruit these men
brought back was evidence as to the productiveness of the land. Butand there is always a " but" when men do not want to obey God"But," said ten of the twelve explorers, "there are giants in the
land, we shall not be able to overcome them nor possess the land."
The multitude became disheartened. Joshua and Caleb, the only two
faithful explorers, testified that God was able to deliver the people of
the land into the hand of Israel, and they encouraged the people to go
forward (Num. xiv. 6-10), but what were these two loyal servants to
the ten traitors? For the moment numbers carried the day. The
gloomy pessimists won over the people from their allegiance to God.
They practically said God was not able to perform His promise, and
the people believed the ten rebellious liars. The Lord Jesus said,
"I am come in My Father's name and ye receive Me not; if another
shall come in his own name him ye will receive" (John v. 43). The_
world loves its own, and it hates those who loyally and faithfully
serve God (John xv. 18-19).
When the false witnesses against God spake, they discouraged the
people and the multitude wanted to return to Egypt, and proposed
choosing leaders for the purpose.
Lying-as it always must do-made the hearts of the righteous
sad-the hands of the wicked were strengthened, and evil doers were
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promised life though they returned to their ways of wickedness
(Ezek. xiii. 22).
Joshua and Caleb's noble words stand out for all time as a testimony
of their faith and as an encouragement to all believers, " If the Lord
delight in us, then He will bring us into the land; only rebel not against
Him and fear not the people of the land, for their defence is departed
and they shall be as bread to us" (Num. xiv. 6-9). Did these words
have any effect upon the congregation? Yes, but rwt for good. The
people cried out, " Stone Joshua and Caleb "! History proves who
were the wise counsellors. God's Word declares that Israel did
eventually possess the land and that the conspirators perished.
There is the same call now as then for faithfulness. It was not
easy for one to stand against five, but hearken! God says if you are
faithful to Me, "five of you shall chase a hundred" (Lev. xxvi. 8).
The King of Syria, in the days of Elisha the prophet, suddenly
came against the nation of Israel with a "great host" of troops.
A young believer, who helped the prophet, was greatly alarmed. He
told his fears to the prophet, who replied, " Fear not: for they that
be with us are more than they that be with them." The prophet
prayed to the Lord that this might be made clear to the young man,
and the Lord opened the eyes of the young man and he saw; and
behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about
Elisha (see 2 Kings vi. 8-18).
"This God is" His people's " God for ever and ever." He will
be "their Guide even unto death" (Ps. xlviii. 14).
" If God be for us, who can be against us ? " (Rom. viii. 31).

P. 1. B.
COMING TO CHRIST.
" All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me."-JoHN vi. 37.

"THIS declaration involves the doctrine of election: there are some
whom the Father gave to Christ. It involves the doctrine of effectual
calling: these who are given must and shall come; however stoutly
they may set themselves against it, yet they shall be brought out of
darkness into God's marvellous light. It teaches us the indispensable
necessity of faith; for even those who are given to Christ are not
saved except they come to Jesus. Even they must come, for there
is no other way to heaven, but by the door, Christ Jesus. All that
the Father gives to our Redeemer must come to Him, therefore none
can come to heaven except they come to Christ.
" Oh! the power and majesty which rest in the words' shall come.'
He does not say they have power to come, nor they may come if
they will, but they 'shall come.' The Lord Jesus doth by His
messengers, His Word, and His Spirit, sweetly and graciously compel
men to come in that they may eat of His marriage supper."(Spurgeon's " Evening Readings.")
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THE SABBATH.
(Communicated.)

" Remember the Sabbath day."-ExoDus xx. 8.
" Ye shall keep My Sabbaths, and reverence My sanctuary: I am J ehovah."
-LEVITICUS xxvi. 2.
" Thou hast charged that we shall diligently keep Thy commandments."
-PSALM cxix. 4, P.B.V. "Thou hast commanded us to keep Thy
precepts diligently."-Authorized Version. Literal Translation" Thou hast ordained Thy precepts for diligent observance."

LAWLESSNESS in a thousand subtle forms, religious and otherwise, is
spreading like some dire disease. Everywhere the mark of its ravages
are visible, and nowhere more clearly than in the pure atmosphere
of the teaching of God's Holy Word.
The Higher Critics have done their work. They have sown unsparingly the seed of doubt in the Holy Spirit's work of inspiration, and
they have their reward in seeing to-day numberless men and women
who, having drifted from the old paths, are asking like Pilate of old,
"What is truth?" "Where can it be found?" While there are
others-God alone knows them and can help them-whose hearts are
yearning even to breaking point for the simple faith which once was
theirs.
The Great Creator, the Triune God, His work of creation accomplished
and man created in His own image and by the breath of His mouth
having become a living soul, He rested-setting apart as holy-His
Sabbath or rest day, and all down the ages His Divine ordinance
together with His Fatherly directions (precepts) concerning the keeping
of it, have stood firm and unchangeable. To-day with something
more than ordinary insistence the words resound, "Remember the
Sabbath day."
That the ordinance was instituted prior to the existence of the
Jewish nation, and is thus the heritage of mankind, is indisputable.
That the " precepts" or fatherly directions concerning it were given
primarily to the Jewish nation-as the" called out" and chosen people
of the Old Covenant, and through them to us believers as the called
out and chosen people of God of the New Covenant is also indisputable.
The realization of the awful sacredness of the Divine institution, and
the binding obligation laid on him to guard it, is apparent from the
Psahnist's words quoted at the opening from Psalm cxix. 4. That
was his response to the sacred charge in the days of the Old Covenant,
and there follows the searching query. What of our response to-day,
we the sons of the New Covenant, the Covenant of grace, and members
of the professing Church of Christ? Are we in all faithfulness guarding
the sacred trust?
Again, as a nation and as individuals, how do we stand? As
individuals each must answer that alone, not only before the tribunal
of his or her own conscience, but one day before the judgement-seat
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of his Creator. As a nation as well as members of the professing
Church of Christ, we can only make confession, re-echoing the words
of the Prophet Daniel, " 0 Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee,
but unto us confusion of faces as at this day. We have sinned, and
have committed iniquity, and have done (and are doing) wickedly,
even by departing from Thy precepts and from Thy judgments"
(Dan. ix. 7, 5); for an appalling lawlessness is gaining ground by
leaps and bounds. Bishops, clergy, and laity treat the command
with an astonishing laxity and disobedience. Rarely is there a word
of warning from the pulpit to-day.
.. The modern parson tells me,
There is a better plan,
Than that old Fourth Commandment,
Which God hath given to man.
One hour a week suffices
For all my spirit's need,
To set apart one whole day
""ere waste of time indeed.
I need to take no notice
Of church bell at eleven,
\'\'hen I've fulfilled my duty,
And been to 'Mass' at seven.
And if I am not working,
The rest of the Lord's Day,
I should devote to football,
To golf, and gambling play.
I know with this arrangement
The Devil is content;
He'll never lose his captives
With Sabbath hours thus spent."

There is a specious argument with many that the law of the Sabbath
is more or less obsolete, because Christ has said, " The Sabbath was
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." True, He did, with
the pure and obvious meaning that the Sabbath was so made for
man that he might remember and observe as his God had commanded,
neither hedged in with man-made traditions and ritual, or openly
profaned and ignored. God grant that as a nation, as men and women
calling themselves Christians, and as individuals, we may repent and
hold fast as a sacred trust the Divine commands: "Remember the
Sabbath day"; "Ye shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence My
sanctuary."
E. S. W.
TRUE EVANGELICALISM.
" THAT only is true Evangelicalism, therefore, in which sounds clearly
the double confession that all the power exerted in saving the soul is
from God, and that God in His saving operations acts directly upon
the soul." (The Plan of Salvation, by Professor B. B. Warfield, p. 20.)
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ACCEPTABLE WORSHIP.
By MR. J. E. FLEGG, SECRETARY OF THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND
SOCIETY.
" And in process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit
of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And Abel he also brought
of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord
had respect unto Abel and his offering, but unto Cain and his offering
he had not respect."-GENEsIs iv. 3, 4.
THIS is a statement of fact not fiction. These early chapters of the
Bible do not consist of legends with a moral. Later on in Scripture
they are referred to as solemn flJcts. By one man sin entered into
the world. Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than
Cain. Here is the first recorded act of worship outside the Garden
of Eden. The details of those early days are meagre, but it would
appear, that not only had the promise of a coming Deliverer been
given, but instruction also as to the manner of approach in worship
and the necessity for and meaning of Sacrifice.
Worship, then, was divinely appointed, and the mode of acceptable
worship prescribed. Not all exercises which have the aspect of worship
are acceptable service. The Lord is to be served not in a way of man's
devising but in the way of His Own appointment. "This people
draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth and honoureth Me with their
lips, but their heart is far from Me. In vain do they worship Me
teaching for doctrines, the commandments of men."
Cain's worship is "My way."
AbeI's worship is "God's way."

There by Eden we see two ways, two methods for acceptance. By
works; by faith. Here are two brothers, two worshippers, two
offerings, two representatives. May we notice in reference thereto:
(1) The similarity; (2) The difference; (3) The distinction.
First-the similarity. They were children of the same parents,
and, presumably, they had received the same instruction. It would
seem that they were at the same place, and both were aware of the
acceptance of the one offering and the rejection of the other.
Both brothers brought their own gifts. Some have thought that
Cain brought not the best but any part of the produce, though there
appears nothing in the narrative to lead to such a conclusion. He
brought of the fruit of the ground, and possibly there was no fault
to be found with it. The super excellency of Abel's sacrifice is to be
sought, not in the value or quantity, but in something altogether
differe~t. They both brought an offering, and it was from their own
possessIOns.
Both had expended care on what they offered. Cain was a tiller
of the ground and Abel a keeper of the sheep. In bringing the offering
they acknowledge God. Infidelity was not born. Both evidently
desired the acceptance of his offering, and when Cain's was not
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accepted, he was keenly disappointed. Unto Cain and his offering
the Lord had not respect. "And Cain was very wroth and his
countenance fell."
Let us, then, notice the difference.
There was a difference in the character of their offering and that
difference was important. There can be no doubt that our first
parents were instructed as to the necessity. for a sacrifice. Their
nakedness was covered with the skins of a slain beast. "Unto Adam
also and to his wife did the Lord make coats of skin and clothed them."
The only reasonable assumption is that the beasts were slain not
merely for the sake of the covering, but that the animals were for
sacrifice, and their skins used for clothing; thus setting forth a
precious Gospel truth. We have our righteousness from the slaughtered
Lamb. The notion that sacrifice was an invention of man is one of the
modern absurdities. Noah sacrificed when he came out from the
Ark and God smelled a sweet savour. Abraham sacrificed, and he
was spoken of as " the friend of God."
Cain presented an offering, but it was a bloodless one. He brought
it and offered it, but it involved no blood shedding. Abel, on the other
hand, brought a Lamb and shed its blood. Apart, then, from the
shedding of blood in the sacrifice, there could be no acceptance. The
essential difference between the two appears to lie here, and to lie here
because of what the bloodshedding expressed. It was a more excellent
Sacrifice as it prefigured the Great Sacrifice which would, in the fulness
of. time, be offered to put away sin.
There was a difference in the recognition of the claims of God. True,
both recognize God and both admit dependence, but Cain approaches
as a creature, Abel as a sinner. Cain admits the claim to thanksgiving,
Abel the claim to strict obedience. Cain apparently is not prepared
to admit that he deserved to die which Abel confessed in slaying and
offering the Lamb.
There was a difference in the principle actuating them. In the one
case it was self will, in the other subdued will. The one was free will,
the other freed will. "My people shall be made willing in the day
of My power." The one is natura}, the other spiritual. By faith,
Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice than Cain. The one was not
obedient to God's method of approach, the other was.
There was a difference in the men themselves. Cain, we are told,
was of that wicked one-Abel had testimony that he was righteous.
No gifts can be presented to God to answer for sins committed. Only
by means of the precious blood of Christ can one draw near with
acceptance.
Then observe the Division.
" And the Lord had respect unto Abel and his offering, but unto
Cain and his offering, he had not respect," i.e., the one was accepted,
the other rejected. By some means God signified His approval and
His disapproval. It is thought this may have been by fire being sent
forth and consuming the Sacrifice. This appears probable because,
30
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on some subsequent occasions, this was done. When Manoah had
made ready the offering, the Angel of the Lord did wondrously. And
when the flame went up toward heaven, the Angel of the Lord ascended
in the flame of the Altar. And when Manoah afterwards feared, his
wife quiets his fears, by saying, the Lord had received the meat
offering. Elijah also made the fact of acceptance of his offering by
fire the test at Carmel. But whether this were so or not, in some
significant way Abel knew that his offering was accepted, and Cain
knew that his was rejected.
May we not learn that it is not for the creature to say how he will
worship. No man can come to the Father but by Christ. God is a
Spirit, and they who worship Him must worship Him in Spirit and in
truth. How does much of religion of the world appear when brought
to this test ~ It may be solemn, it may be sensuous, but not spiritual,
pleasant but not profitable, gratifying to the creature, but not glorifying
to God. And, if so, it is not acceptable worship.
" By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent Sacrifice than
Cain by which he obtained witness that he was righteous." A propitiatory Sacrifice is necessary in order to acceptable worship. Abel's
Sacrifice was typical of that Sacrifice which alone could put away
sin, and apart from which one cannot draw near to God with acceptance, for it is through Christ that we have access by one Spirit unto
the Father. Faith, without which it is impossible to please God,
and which is His gracious gift, must characterize a true worshipper,
for by faith Abel offered unto God his more excellent Sacrifice which
involved the shedding of blood, and his worship was acceptable to
God, for unto Abel and his offering the Lord had respect.

SABBATH DESECRATION.
ON Monday, August 17th, a London Newspaper reported how beautifully fine and warm the previous day (Sunday) had been. It also
reported how the Lord's day had been spent by thousands upon whom
God in mercy had made His sun to shine. It stated that, " among
the busiest roads out of London, according to the reports of the Automobile Association, were: Hastings and Southend roads, 3500 cars
an hour; Eastbourne road, 2000 an hour; Great North road, 1500
an hour; and the Brighton road, over 2000 an hour. With over
11,000 visitors, Whipsnade Zoo had the best Sunday attendance this
year. Buses and trains were crowded, and there were over 1000
vehicles in the car park."
How true it is that men are " lovers of pleasures more than lovers
of God," and that" there is no fear of God before their eyes." How
important, too, that the Lord's true people should beware of encouraging such desecration of the Lord's day by their own use of trains and
buses OD the Sabbath.
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BIBLE CLASS NOTES ON HEBREWS I.
(Communicated. )
NOT a letter like the rest of the Epistles. A setting forth of vital
truths, specially to those who had a gorgeous temple, sacrifices, priests,
ritual, that had 1500 years before been commanded by God, but
which was now to come to an end. Now out of date, unsuitable; for
the same God who had ordained it as shadows of things to come,
was now taking it all away (chapter x. 9) to establish something better.
The word " better" is the keyword to the Epistle.
For the Son of God had come in the fulness of time-at God's
appointed time-and had done all that the sacrifices and ritual had
foretold, so they were to pass away.
As a fact, about forty years later the Lord sent Titus from Rome
who so sacked Jerusalem and destroyed the temple that everything
had to cease.
Sad to say, the Romans later on sought to re-establish a ritual with
priests and sacrifices somewhat similar-but mixed with heathen
ideas-utterly contrary to God's will, and they are among us to-day!
The Epistle begins (chapter i. 1) with God, and links on immediately
to God's doings in the Old Testament. The writer is to show that
although the Levitical worship is out of date, the Old Testament is
immensely up to date.
Verse 1, " God has showed at different times" (for the Old Testament
covers a period of at least 4000 years, during which time God, when
He chose, communicated through His servants what to write).
His prophets, among others Moses, showed the holiness of God, His
Creatorship, His choice of Abraham and Israel, His law, His way of
approach through shed blood, His patience, His desire for a people
loyal and all His own; and Moses prophesied of a greater Prophet
to come (Deut. xviii.).
Samuel, who guided Israel and anointed David, God's chosen king,
in whose family Christ should come.
Isaiah who prophesied of the sufferings and glory of Christ and many
more.
These were all servants of God, messengers. Many were murdered,
rejected. God spoke to them in different ways; to Moses face to face.
To Jeremiah the command was to write, and he dictated to Baruch.
We are not told all the" manners" in which the prophets had to write.
But now-in these last days-God has spoken by His Son. That is
wonderful. But the Greek is more so. "In His Son." Every Word
He spoke was God speaking in Him-gracious, stern words! always
God speaking. His Son, mentioned in Proverbs xxx. 4, Psalm ii.
The Son of God's Deity is proved in seven ways in this chapter.
1. He is God's great mouthpiece (verse 2). He came to manifest
God (John xii. 49, 50; John i. 18).
2. Verse 4, God's universal Heir. All things (Ps. ii. 8; lxxii. 8, 17,
19). He has chosen co-heirs (Rom. viii. 17). Who can gauge what
this means 1 Connect John xvii, 2, 23; Heb. i. 14.
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3. Verse 2, Christ was the world's Creator (John i. 3; Col. i. 16.
Connect Gen. i. 1, Isa. xl. 10-18).
4. He is the effulgence of God (verse 3, "brightness "). Christ is
the" shine" of God. Cp. the sun: essential to the earth; by attraction it maintains the world's position; 300,000 times the size of the
earth, yet it ministers to it. The smallest insect is dependent on it.
Though 90,000,000 miles away, it is present. Even an insect walks
in the sunshine. The sun is the source of energy, yet makes no
commotion. Christ the effulgence of God.
5. The express image of God. "The image of his father," we say
of a child. The only "image" of God allowed. Means the " exact
expression." He expresses God. He" told Him out" (John i. 18).
He revealed the heart of God in full-sided expression, His holiness
and His grace, His righteousness and His love. His hatred of sin
and His mercy to the sinner.
6. He is the upholder by His word of everything (Col. i. 16-17).
By Him all things consist. Scientists admit that there is a force they
cannot identify or name that keeps things going-stars, suns, even little
comets.
7. Joint-Sovereign of all, "sat down" (verse 3). And this is the
Person Who by Himself" has purged our sins." He did it by Himself.
No one else could. Next chapter tells how. How are we treating
Him? He is coming back. What will He have to say to us ?

A. E. W.
SOME OF WILLIAM TYNDALE'S SAYINGS.
(From" William Tyndale and His Labours,"
by Rev. J. Ormiston.)
" FAITH only justifieth." "Faith rooteth herself in the hearts of the
elect." "Works do only declare to thee that thou art justified."
" If thou wouldest obtain heaven by the merits and deservings of
thine own works, thou wrongest and shamest the blood of Christ."
" The true believer is heir of God, by Christ's deservings; yea, and in
Christ was predestinate, and ordained unto eternal life before the
world began." "We deserve not everlasting life by our good worksfor God hath promised it unto us before we began to do good."
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MEAGRE

CONGREGATIONS AND "THE MAGNETISM
OF PLEASURE."
REOORDING the Spring Assembly of the Congregational Union of
England and Wales, held in London on May 11th last, The rimes says,
" At the special meeting of the Assembly which followed at the City
Temple, the Rev. Dr. S. M. Berry, Secretary of the Union, appealed
to ministers and laymen alike to embark on a mission of renewal of
faith. He said that the world seemed to be hurrying madly to disaster,
with nothing and no one to check it. The facts were in their own
Churches, the meagreness of their congregations; the gradual drift
away from the Church of great masses of the population, with no
contact with the Church in the magnetism of pleasure; the decreasing
numbers of those who would bear their responsibility for the Church's
witness and service. He regarded the last decade as one of the most
depressing periods, when their own Churches, in common with those
of other denominations, had been fighting a retreating battle."
DECLINE IN SABBATH SCHOOL NUMBERS.
"THERE were nearly 15,000 fewer children in Sabbath schools (in
Glasgow), and nearly 3000 fewer young people attending Bible Classes."
The Editor of the Free Presbyterian Magazine, remarking upon this,
says, "In view of the great array of organizations, etc., whose aim
it is to keep a hold of the young, these figures are a most damaging
indictment and ought to make the promoters of these new-fangled
methods ask themselves the question, are they on the right track
in dealing with the young." We agree with him. We have long felt
that our Lord and the apostles in their methods, give no warrant for
the many novel methods for reaching the young which have sprung
up within recent years in the professing Church. We cannot improve
on the old Gospel and on the Apostolic methods for gathering out
God's elect, whether young or old.
NATURAL INABILITY.
IN proof of the Scriptural views enunciated by the Reformers on the
subject of man's natural inability even to think what is right in
the sight of God, the following references may suffice: "0 God, from
Whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed"
(Evening Prayer); "0 Lord, from Whom all good things do come;
grant . . . that by Thy holy inspiration (i.e., by the operation of the
Holy Spirit) we may think those things that be good" (V. after Easter) ;
" Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things"
(Whit Sunday). What a comment we have here on the boasted ability
of fallen man to think and act apart from the free, sovereign grace of
that blessed Spirit! What inconsistency for an Arminian to adopt
such a Scriptural formula as this, while contemning those who maintain
the Rame truths in the pulpit.-Rev. James Orrniston.
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NARROW IS THE WAY.
IT was four o'clock in the afternoon, and throughout the great hospital
a slackening crept over the activities of the day. The physicians and
surgeons who had been teaching their students in the wards had left,
and most of the resident doctors were at liberty. A group of these
gathered round the table in their dining-room for tea. There were
half a dozen of them, perhaps, men and women, all young and newlyqualified. Two or three of them were intending to go to the theatre
that night, and the name of the play was mentioned. "Have you seen
it, Miss Howard ? " said one of the house-surgeons to a girl beside him.
"No," she replied, simply. Whereupon another girl said quickly,
"Don't you know, Miss Howard never goes to the theatre? She
thinks it is wicked!" Upon this there was some good-natured teasing
of the eccentric Miss Howard. But a young doctor on the other side
of the table waxed quite wrathful. "How can you possibly say it is
wrong if you have never been? I call it just narrow-minded obstinacy
to refuse to go when you have no idea what it is like." And so forth.
Ruth Howard had scarcely to reply, for somebody addressed her
accuser, calling his attention to another subject; and so the matter
passed off.
But Ruth left the table feeling very humiliated. She felt sure,
without quite knowing why, that the theatre was no place for one who
professed, as she did, to be a Christian, and no amount of banter would
have made her go; and she did not so much mind being called obstinate,
for if you are determined to persist in a course that others oppose they
always call it obstinacy. But it was the other word that rankled.
Narrow minded! Was she really narrow minded? Ruth had always
prided herself on her ability to.see the other's point of view, and she
thought it was desirable to be tolerant and charitable to other people's
ways, though strict as regarded her own manner of life. She really
was a Christian, though a very feeble one, and she found it very difficult
to walk uprightly in the midst of an entirely godless set of colleagues.
And, so, from this anecdote two questions arise. First, was the
young house-physician correct in his description of Miss Howard as
narrow minded? Well, I think he was, in one way. For, evidently
his idea was that narrow mindedness consisted in founding one's
opinions on the experience of others, and broadmindedness is finding
everything out for oneself. On this principle it would be narrowminded to refuse to drink a glass of prussic acid because other people
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said it was poison; your really broad-minded person would drink it
up to find out, unprejudiced by the experience of others. Moreover,
to be narrow-minded implies the setting up of a standard of one's own;
if I adhere to this I think that I do right, and others wrong, whereas
my broad-minded opponent hopes everybody may turn out to be right.
When Miss Howard refused to go to the theatre because she thought it
would not be right, then, of course, she implied that the others were
wrong. And so, I think, perhaps the term could rightly be applied to
her.
Thus the second question arises: Ought the Christian to be narrow
minded? Certainly not, in some senses. The dictionary definition is,
" lacking in breadth of view or sympathy, illiberal, prejudiced, exclusive, self-centred"; nobody could suggest that these epithets are
desirable in one whose fruits in the Spirit are love, longsuffering,
meekness, temperance. But when the world points the finger of scorn
at the Christian, and calls him " narrow minded," it is always because
he has presumed to try to rule his life by a different code; and in this
sense the Christian must, of necessity, be narrow minded. For the
young believer cannot realize too soon that the way in which he walks
is, indeed, a narrow one. He cannot expect much company on that
road, for" few there be that find it"; the great majority of those with
whom he has to do are walking in the broad path. Their whole set
of values is different. This world is their home; but in it the child of
God walks as a stranger and a foreigner, seeking another country,
his affections set on things above. Like Moses, he chooses rather to
suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of
sin. Why? What can possibly make affliction rather to be chosen
than pleasure? The answer is that the spiritual blessings of the child
of God far outweigh his afflictions, and take away all the attraction
from the pleasures of the world. He has the consciousness that God
is his Father, Christ his Redeemer, the Holy Spirit his Guide; because
his sins are cleansed in the blood of Jesus he has a clear conscience and
is at peace with God, resting in the righteousness of Christ; and he
looks forward to an endless life of happiness in the place that Jesus
is preparing for him. Besides these blessings the pleasures of the
world look paltry and trifling, and the narrowness of the way is no
hardship. "Strive to enter in," said the Lord Jesus; "I am the
Door," "I am the Way." Many will seek to enter in, and will not
be able because they come pleading their own good deeds; but the
door is never shut on the poor destitute, who knows he has no goodness
of his own, and who has nothing whatever to plead but the Name of
DAMARIS.
Jesus.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
DEAR FRIEND,-I shall, if the Lord graciously permits me, commence
in October the sixty-fourth year of labour in connection with the
Gospel Book Mission. A card recently came into my hand bearing
the words, " Let us go on. . . ." Surely never was this injunction
more needed than in these degenerate days, and I would like to pass
the message to the friends of the book mission to His Majesty's forces.
A distributor writes: "Allow me to thank you most sincerely for
the excellent supply of magazines and booklets which I received from
you this morning for distribution to the men. We have been seriously
concerned recently because of a shortage of such literature. Hence
you can understand with what pleasure your parcel has been received.
It is always our endeavour to place some of the more elevating booklets
and magazines amongst the secular papers, and we constantly find
our men make reference to some God-sent message they have read
from such books when they have a few moments to spare at sea.
Oft-times they would not read such when on shore, but when alone
they read and seriously think about the messages therein. It is such
co-operation of friends like yourself that makes our work easier, and
I can assure you that the opportunity of service here is second to
none. We much regret to know that you are not permitted to be
at the battle's front, but rejoice to know you are a much needed
supplier of the necessary munitions. My wife and I will remember
you in our prayers." From a Soldiers' Home: "Your two splendid
parcels came yesterday when I was away, hence the delay in conveying
to you very many and sincerest thanks for your generous gifts, which
I know will be duly appreciated in Reading Room, Library, and
Hospital, and, I trust and believe, much blessed. Most of our men
are on leave at the moment, but two Sundays ago we had 101 at our
Gospel meeting. Don't you think all the world happenings in earth
and air point to the nearness of our dear Lord's return? ' Even so,
come, Lord Jesus, come quickly.' "
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
R. E. BRIDER.
Bristol, 4, September, 1936.
" SIMPLY to will comes from man's nature; to will wickedly comes
from corrupt nature; to will well, from supernatural grace."Bernard.
"THE redeemed had no claim upon God, no reason to expect His
favour; but when Christ had made His soul an offering for sin,
justice and truth equally required that He should see of the travail
of His soul, and be satisfied."-J. A. Haldane.
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tlJrotefltant laeacon.
THE QUATER-CENTENARY OF TYNDALE'S MARTYRDOM.
OCTOBER 6TH, 1536-0CTOBER 6TH, 1936.
(From" The Best Book of All," by the late Rev. F. J. Hamilton, D.D.)
WE come now to another and a very different stage in our journey
down the ages. We seem to leave the old world behind us, and to
enter upon a new road where new companions join us, new scenes
rise up before us, and the gleams of a new hope shine brightly in the
vista beyond. By God's providence three things conspired to make
the end of the fifteenth and beginning of the sixteenth centuries ever
memorable in our Bible's story.
INVENTION OF PRINTING.
First, there was the invention of printing. This honour belongs to
Gutenburg, of Mayence (or Mentz). He began with wooden types
and succeeded in printing a few small works. But he and his partner,
Faust, employed types cut from metal to produce the famous Bible
which they printed between the years 1450 and 1455.
The art was introduced into England by Caxton; he printed a
book called the Golden Legend, containing some Scriptural stories,
mingled with less authentic records and romances. In the year 1474
he presented a copy of his book to King Edward IV; and thus the
invention received the patronage of royalty and was established within
our shores.
In the second place, following closely upon the invention of printing,
came the discovery and publication of the Greek Testament. A
revival of learning occurred, and the grand old language of poets and
philosophers, orators and historians, came to the front once more.
It claimed the attention of eager students and ardent explorers in its
classic fields. However, with the general subject we have little concern here; rather we remember, with thankful praise, the goodness
of God who caused the inspired evangelists and apostles to come
forth from the obscurity where they had so long been hidden, and
to stand in their primitive dignity and glory before the earnest gaze
of the scholars of the West. Wycliffe, and others like him, had to
cut their way to the Word through a dreary and tangled jungle of
scholastic interpretation, and even then they could only find it in
more or less faulty Latin manuscripts. Now, however, another day
dawns upon seeking souls. To use the expression of Erasmus, Greece
rises up from the grave with the New Testament in her hand. The
voice of Jesus Christ Himself begins to speak directly to men's souls
as it was heard of old on Judah's highways or by the Galilean sea.
The profound arguments of St. Paul, clothed in their original and
inspired eloquence, attract the study of thoughtful minds, and the
tender cadences of the Apostle John fall softly on wistful hearts.
Indeed, it is not too much to say that the publication of the Greek
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Testament by Erasmus in 1516 introduces a new era of Biblical knowledge and research.
And, in the third place, God raised up the man suited to the time.
This was William Tyndale. He was born in a little Gloucestershire
village about the year 1484, a hundred years after Wycliffe's death.
His family was comparatively obscure, and he does not appear to
have had any special advantages of education. However, he early
displayed such gifts of mind and memory, and such aptitude for
learning as can never be hidden in any age. When scarcely more
than a child he entered the University of Oxford, and distinguished
himself among its students. From that he passed on to Cambridge,
probably attracted there by the hope of meeting a company of young
men, like-minded with himself and well disposed towards the reforming principles. During his life in the two Universities, he studied
Greek diligently and became a proficient in that language. In our
imagination we can see that abstracted scholar, for whom the outside
world had little interest then, poring with rapt attention over the
pages of the Greek Testament and comparing passage with passage
and word with word. But, by the blessing of God, he found far more
there than literary pleasure or gain. He found Christ crucified, who
is the wisdom of God and the power of God, as the Saviour of his
own soul. And the longing desire took possession of him to bring
the saving knowledge within the reach of his less learned countrymen.
TYNDALE AT SODBURY.

Possibly the suspicion of "heresy" even then attached to him,
for he was always ready to disclose his feelings and views to any
questioner with all the artless simplicity of a candid and unworldly
mind. And it may be that he had to retire from Cambridge in consequence of this suspicion. At any rate, we find that he obtained the
appointment of domestic chaplain to Sir John Walsh, of the Manorhouse, Sodbury, near the home of his childhood. There he spent
about two years, from 1521 to 1523. During that time he had many
opportunities of seeing and holding discussions with the Church
dignitaries and priests who were frequent visitors at Sir John's
hospitable mansion. Besides this, his duties as a tutor to the young
family of his patron being light, considerable leisure was afforded to
him for meditation, study, and preaching to the country folk. Consequently he became more and more impressed with the need of a
Reformation; and his plan for bringing it about, namely, a printed
English Testament, took definite shape in his mind. In proof of this
we may quote his ever-memorable answer to a priest with whom he
was debating. His opponent had the hardihood to say, "We had
better be without Christ's law than the Pope's law"; and then he,
with the spirit of one of the old prophets, exclaimed, "I defy the
Pope and all his laws; and if God spares my life I shall cause that
the boy who drives the plough in England shall know more of God's
law than thou dost."
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His determination being fixed, he left Sodbury and went to London.
There he applied to Cuthbert Tunstall, the Bishop, for maintenance
in the Episcopal Palace, while he was finishing and printing his English
version of the Greek Testament. Tunstall posed as a patron of learning, but he would not have that work emanate from his palace. Had
it been one of the heathen classics he might have viewed it differently;
but, like many other Romish ecclesiastics, he had an instinctive dread
of the Christian Scriptures. Let them once be set free from their
imprisonment in an unknown tongue and go forth among the people,
then, as he felt, they would be Rome's undoing. So with scant
courtesy and no encouragement he sent Tyndale about his business.
The poor scholar, driven away from the Bishop's doors, seems to
have been literally in a destitute condition when God raised up a
friend and benefactor for him in Humphrey l\'lonmouth, a kindly
merchant and well disposed towards the Gospel. By this good man's
help he was able to live in London for some months longer, and to
devote himself more assiduously than ever to his great work. But
by and by the mournful truth forced itself upon him that he could
not have his Testament printed in the capital city, or indeed, in any
other part of England.
TYNDALE ON THE CONTINENT.

With sadness of heart, but unflinching tenacity of purpose, he left
his native land never to return or see it any more. He crossed over
to Hamburg and had actually begun his work there when he was
discovered by the relentless foes of the Gospel and forced to flee to
Cologne. There he managed to get a good part of the type set up
and many sheets printed, when his secret was disclosed by a drunken
printer; and he himself, with his precious papers, only escaped
seizure by a hasty flight. From Cologne he proceeded to Worms,
the city where Luther had made his famous stand for truth before
the Imperial Diet. The citizens of Worms were favourably inclined
to the Reformation, and there the dauntless and determined translator
at last found a quiet resting-place in which to finish his work.
FIRST EDITION OF THE -PRINTED TESTAMENT.

The year 1525 will be ever memorable in our annals as the one
in which the first printed edition of the English Testament was given
to the public. But the difficulties did not end with the completion
of the printing. The next question was, how were the books to be
conveyed to England, and circulated among the people 1 If one goes
to the house of one of our great Bible Societies to-day he may see
strong boxes specially framed for the wear and tear of travel. He
may see them packed with Bibles, or portions, by skilful hands,
securely fastened, and plainly labelled with the place of their destination, and the name of the person to whom they are consigned. He
may see the dray bearing them off to the docks where they are to
be shipped; and if he follow them thither he may see the stately
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vessel starting with its precious freight for some distant land. But
all this is the result of Scriptural knowledge and teaching; such
freedom for the Word was unknown and unthought of in the early
days of the sixteenth century.
Another method of transport had to be devised. Merchants friendly
to Tyndale and his enterprise, had the books hidden away in bales,
or stowed in the heart of sacks of corn; and packed in these or some
other "traffik of the merchants" these priceless treaffUres reached
England's shore. They were soon taken out and put in circulation
among the people, and thus the great work, which no power on earth
has been able to hinder, was gloriously begun.
BURNING OF TYNDALE'S TESTAMENTS.

It goes without saying that the ecclesiastical authorities, and

especially Tunstall, Bishop of London, were alarmed and enraged at
this unexpected invasion. Sermons were preached against the translation and translator. As many copies as could be collected were
brought together and burnt with solemn ceremony at Old Paul's
Cross.* And this was not all. On Oct. 24th, 1526, Tunstall issued
an injunction in which he spoke of the book as "containing most
pernicious poison," and ordering his archdeacons to warn all who
lived in the Diocese of London to deliver them up to his Vicar-general
under pain of excommunication. However, all his efforts were unavailing. Ludhoven, an Antwerp publisher, and others, printed editions
of Tyndale's version and sent them in to England where, in spite of,
or because of, these bitter prohibitions, they found eager and ready
purchasers. So that the persecuting bishop was at his wits' end and
had to confess that, notwithstanding his vigorous measures of suppression, the Testaments" were thick spread over his Diocese." Denunciations and flames may perhaps destroy the words of man, but they
are utterly powerless to overcome the Word of God.
There is an old record which tells how a merchant called Packington
was employed by the Bishop of London to buy up these Testaments
in order that they might be burned, and how by the money thus
procured Tyndale was able to c~rry on his work much more efficiently,
so that (as in St. Paul's day) the very actions of its enemies turned
out " for the furtherance of the Gospel."
TYNDALE'S IMPRISONMENT AND DEATH.

As for Tyndale himself, space will only admit of a notice in passing
of his intercourse with Luther at Wittemburg; of his residence at
Marburg and Antwerp; of his numerous writings during his exile;
of his famous controversy with Sir Thomas More, and of the real and
feigned friends with whom he came in contact. But it must be

* That this was only what Tyndale expected may be seen from his own
words, "In burning the New Testament they did none other thing than
I looked for; no more shall they do if they burn me also, if it be God's
will it shall be so."
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mentioned that he gave himself up to the study of Hebrew as well as
Greek, and that he published a translation of the Pentateuch in 1530,
and of the Book of Jonah, with a long preface, or introduction, in
1531; and that he brought out his revised version of the New Testament in 1535, the same year in which he was arrested. Of him indeed
it might have been said that he was hated of all men for Christ's
name sake. His enemies contrived a cunning plot by which to get
possession of him. Taking advantage of his simple and unsuspecting
nature, a villain called Henry Phillips, wormed himself into his confidence, invited him to go out with him, had an ambush laid to take
him ;' and in this way the noble martyr was hurried off and thrown
into the dungeon of the castle of Vilvorde, about eighteen miles from
Antwerp. There he lay for a hundred and thirty-five days.* He
was tried for heresyt before certain Commissioners appointed by the
Emperor, and condemned to death on Aug. 10th, 1536. On Oct. 6th
he was led forth from prison to the stake. There, according to the
account of Foxe, he cried out with fervent zeal and a loud voice,
" Lord, open the King of England's eyes!" Then he was strangled
and his body was burned to ashes.
A monument has been erected to him on the Cotswold hills, near
the place where he was born; his statue stands on the Thames
Embankment in the city where he could not find a home; but his
real and undying memorial is in every land, whither the English
Bible has been carried, and in every home where it is read.

THE PRESS IN COWPER'S TIME.
" How shall I speak thee, or thy power address,
Thou god of our idolatry, the press?
By thee, religion, liberty, and laws
Exert their influence, and advance their cause;
By 'thee, worse plagues than Pharaoh's land befel,
Diffused, make earth the vestibule of hell :
Thou fountain, at which drink the good and wise,
Thou ever-bubbling spring of endless lies,
Like Eden's dread probationary tree,
Knowledge of good and evil is from thee."
(Cowper.)

* Preserved among the archives of Brussels is an entry of a payment to
Adolph van Wesell, lieutenant of Vilvorde Castle, of the expenses incurred
during Tyndale's 135 days of imprisonment.
t The following were some of the principal charges against him: That
he had maintained: (1) That faith alone justifies; (2) That to believe in
the forgiveness of sins and embr,ace the mercy offered in the Gospel is
enough for salvation; (3) That human traditions cannot bind the conscience; (4) That there is no Purgatory; (5) That the Virgin and iiaints
should not be invoked by us.
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lLtebl£b.lf.' anb jl.OtlCff.' of lBootf.'.
WILLIAM TYNDALE AND HIS LABOURS. By the late Rev. James
Ormiston. Pp. 16. One penny each, or 6/- per 100. (To be had
from Miss L. Ormiston, 3, Berkeley Square, Bristol, 8, or from
the Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This attractively got up booklet by the former higWy esteemed
Editor of this Magazine will be warmly welcomed, we trust, by a large
number of our readers. Four hundred years ago Tyndale was martyred
for the truth. It is well that his great work should be brought to our
notice in this excellent booklet. Anything from the pen of Mr.
Ormiston needs no recommendation from us.
THE VATICAN AND IRELAND. Pp. 16. Price 2!d. post free. (Protestant
Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
The headlines in this pamphlet give an indication of its contents.
Some of them are, " Ireland Divided," " Ireland Papalized," " Protestants Persecuted," "Rebellions Raised," "Population Increased,"
" Ireland Decimated," "Criminals Exalted," "Republic Demanded,"
"Ireland Partitioned," "Treaty Violated," "Debts Dishonoured,"
" Papacy Honoured." This is the second edition revised.
We have received A GOODLY HERITAGE. By Rev. Angus Mackay.
It is published by Thynne & Co. Ltd., 28-30, Whitefriars Street,
London, E.C.4. It is a booklet of 39 pages. The price is 6d., post
free 7d.
PEACE AND TRUTH. Price 3d. (Sovereign Grace Union, 31, Imperial
Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
This is the quarterly organ of the Sovereign Grace Union for JulySeptember. It is a deeply interesting number. It contains a fine
photograph of the Monument 9f the Reformation at Geneva with the
upright figures of the great Reformers, Farel, Calvin, Beza and Knox.
It also contains an account of the International Congress of Calvinistic
Theology, recently held at Geneva. It also prints a full Report of
the Twenty-Second Annual Conference of the Sovereign Grace Union
held in London in May last. The Conference Sermon by Pastor
J. K. Popham occupies four pages. The general theme of the
Conference was" Experimental Religion." Papers or addresses were
given by the President, Professor D. Maclean, D.D., Dr. E. C. Unmack,
Mr. H. H. Hall, the Revs. T. Houghton, S. Leigh Hunt and
James Tolland, and also Pastors F. H. Wright and J. W. Rowlands,
and Mr. A. W. Light. These dealt with the call by grace, growth in
grace, Salvation and Glory, Romanism, Perfectionism, Buchmanism,
and Modernism. It is a very valuable number.
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HEBICH OF INDIA. By Alfred Mathieson. Pp. 228. Price 2s.
(John Ritchie, Ltd., Kilmarnock, Scotland.)
This is the record of the life and missionary labours of a very
remarkable man. Samuel Hebich was born in Germany on April
20th, 1803. His father was a pastor of a village Church. Samuel
was taught at home, and never while there did he read the New Testament. His father once said in the hearing of Samuel, " that the whole
Bible was not to be believed, but for the sake of the common folk it
was well to keep to the old teaching." This greatly troubled the
boy (p. 11). Despite his early training, Samuel eventually became
a monument of Divine grace, and through the preaching of the pastor
of the Reformed Church, Gospel truth increasingly dawned on him.
This led to persecution from his father and brother.
Eventually he felt called to be a missionary, and was accepted for
training at the Basle Mission Institute in September, 1832. It was
arranged he should be sent to India, and he arrived at Mangalore in
October, 1834. On one occasion a sick doctor said to him, " I am not
so great a sinner that I may not hope for pardon." "But I," said
Mr. Hebich, " am so great a sinner that without a Redeemer I must
go to hell" (p. 45).
Mr. Hebich's missionary work in India continued without a furlough
till September, 1859, a period of about twenty-five years. He was a
remarkable character and very eccentric in his way of dealing with
men. British soldiers were stationed at many of the places where
he laboured, and many of the officers and men were converted through
his instrumentality, besides the great blessing which attended his
labours amongst the natives. His biographer says, "Mr. Hebich
was an extraordinary character, having a way all his own, and the
stories of conversion related in this book are not given that his methods
be imitated. The incidents are related to the glory of God, and to
show that this unique personality was a true messenger of Christ,
and by the grace of God an effective winner of souls" (p. 57).
Mr. Hebich's health did not allow of a return to India, but he
laboured abundantly in Europe, and was called home on May 21st,
1868.
On hearing of his departure from India an aged chaplain said,
" I do believe that this German has done more for the eternal good
of the English in India than any dozen of the best of us chaplains"
(p. 222).
In reference to his death, a newspaper in India said, "We doubt
whether modern times have produced his equal in apostolic characteristics " (p. 228).
We do not endorse every theological expression used by Mr. Hebich,
though it is evident that he had a clear grasp of a great deal of evangelical truth. We cannot but believe that the sovereignty of God
was much manifested in using such an instrument to call out sinners
from the power of Satan unto God. His zeal and untiring devotion
are an example to others.
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THIRTY SHORT SERMONS. By the Rev. L. W. Jackson, B.A. Pp. 196.
Price, Cloth, 2/6; Paper Boards, 2/-. (Thynne & Co. Ltd.,
28-30, Whitefriars Street, London, E.CA.)
The author of these sermons seems, from the Foreword, to have
been formerly the Rector of Middleton-cum-Fordley in Suffolk. With
his approval his wife has published these sermons. The author
evidently believes that the Bible is the Word of God, judging by his
very full and believing use of Scripture in each sermon. The sermons
are marked by spirituality and earnestness, but the theology is what
may conveniently be described as Arminian. He says, "Man has
free will to yield to, or refuse the right of way" (p. 162). Christ is
represented as " wanting to come in " but " the door must be opened
from within." "We must willingly open the door and admit Him,
before He will come in" (p. 179). "None have wandered too far,
none so entangled with the affairs of this life, but they can reach
out, if they will, the hand of faith." "If they struggle unwillingly
and perversely, when the Good Shepherd wants to take them up and
put them in the right way, they themselves are to blame."
" If when the Saviour seeks, comes and knocks at the door of your
hearts, you refuse Him admission, continue in your own ways and
consequently lose the Eternal Life which Christ is so willing and
desirous to bestow upon you," you are to blame (pp. 191, 192).
All this suggests that Christ wants to save men, but they are lost
because they refuse to allow Him to save them. Yet Christ says,
" All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me," and" no man can
come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw Him"
(John vi. 37, 44). We understand these words to teach that sinners
are unable to come to Christ unless the Father draws them, but that all
who have been given to Christ shall certainly come. The inability and
perverseness of sinners will not prevent the Lord's elect from coming
to Christ and partaking of His redeeming grace. All the foreknown,
and predestinated ones will eventually, without the shadow of a
doubt, despite their deadness and inability, be called and justified,
and eventually glorified. God's purpose must be done. (ee Rom.
viii. 28-30.)

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON. Jesus Washing His Disciples' Feet. Price 2d.
Lectures on the Epistle to the Romans. Price 55. Map of Ten Kingdoms
of Roman Empire. Intended to suggst the probable territorial arrangements that
will be found in the Roman Empire when finally divided into Ten Federal Kingdoms.
Price 25. 6d. Paper 6d. Dr. S. P. Tregelles. LL.D.• Dr. C. Y. Biss. Mr. David Baron.
and others kept in stock. Free lending library of the same.-S. R. COTTEY,
21, Thomey Hedge Road, London, W.4.

