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Who comforteth us in all our trihulation, that we may he able to comfort them which are in anT
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4 ..

THE FAITHFULNESS OF THE PROMISER.
" He is faithful that promised."-HEBREWS x. 23.

(AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY THE EDITOR AT THE CLIFTON
CONFERENCE, ON WEDNESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 5TH, 1904.)

:

I FEEL utterly unworthy to stand before you to-night to continue
the great subject which has occupied our attention during the
past two days, and I feel that you have had such a full exposition
of Divine truth from previous speakers on the subject especially
appointed for to-day, that it is not very easy for me to add anything to what has fallen from the lips of previous speakers.
But still, as the opportunity in GOD'S providence is afforded
me to add another word or two to what has been spoken, I will
endeavour to use it in dependence on the power and presence.
and teaching of the HOLY GHOST.
Now it occurred to me, after much prayer and exercise of mind,.
knowing that many would precede me in considering the subject
of to-day, that perhaps I might do well if I emphasized, not so
much the pmmises as the faithfulness of the PROMISER, and after
much thought I decided to base my remarks mainly on the closing
verse which was given in the circular inviting me to this Conference. The words are, " He is faithful that promised" (Heb. x. 23).
Now the faithfulness of GOD, as we have been already reminded,.
is frequently referred to in GOD'S Word. Jeremiah, for example,.
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says, "Great is Thy faithfulness." Moses, as we heard from the
first speaker, speaks of GOD as "the faithful GOD which keepeth
Covenant and mercy with them that love Him." Of Sarah it
is written that" She judged Him faithful Who had promised."
Now, some of the promises of GOD have been at least partially
fulfilled, some are being fulfilled, and some are yet to be fulfilled.
First, then, let us think of GOD'S faithfulness in the past. (1) For
example, He has been faithful in fulfilling promises made in
relation to the Covenant of Grace. In order that those promises
might be fulfilled, it was necessary that the SAVIOUR should come
and that the HOLY GHOST should be manifested in power and
might. Well, as we have been reminded, the promise of a
SAVIOUR was given in the garden of Eden, and it was reiterated
time after time during the Old Testament dispensation. It was
:given to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to Moses, to David,
.and to all the prophets, so that the Apostle Peter declares, "To
Him give all the prophets witness that through His Name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins." After
the prophecy of Malachi had been uttered there was a silence for
400 years, and possibly many of the children of GOD, few though
they may have been in number, may have wondered, "When will
'GOD fulfil the great central promise of the old dispensation ~ "
But eventually the silence of GOD was broken, the announcement
was given to Zacharias of the coming of the forerunner of Him
-Whom GOD had promised, and Zacharias exclaimed, "Blessed be
the LORD GOD of Israel, for He hath visited and redeemed His
people, and hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the
house of His servant David." - Simeon also declared, "Mine eyes
have seen Thy salvation," and Paul was able to say, "Of this
man's (David's) seed hath GOD according to His promise raised
unto Israel a SAVIOUR." The SAVIOUR came, He lived and died
as the representative of His people, He ascended up into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of GOD, and now we are able to
announce that "through this Man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by Him all that believe are justified from all
things." GOD'S faithfulness, then, has been seen in the fulfilment
of that great central promise. Another promise made in relation
to the Covenant of Grace was the promise of the HOLY GHOST.
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Eight hundred years before its fulfilment we have the promise'r
" It shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My SPIRIT
upon all flesh." When the day of Pentecost was fully come that
promise was at least partially fulfilled, as the Apostle Peter declares,
by the outpouring of the SPIRIT on the people of GOD in Jerusalem.
So these great promises which were involved in the Covenant of
Grace, and which were essential if the blessings of that Covenant
were to be enjoyed, were both accomplished. God's faithfulness
to His Covenant was thus wonderfully demonstrated. In the
fulness of time GOD sent His SON to redeem and His SPIRIT to
quicken and sanctify His people.
2. Secondly, we see the faithfulness of GOD with regard to the
Covenant that was made with Noah. The LORD entered into
Covenant with Noah. He said to him, "I will not again curse
the ground any more for man's sake, for the imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth, neither will I again smite any more
everything living as I have done. While the earth remaineth,
seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night shall not cease." We are living under that
Covenant to-day. Every bit of food we eat is a manifestation
of the faithfulness of GOD in fulfilling this promise which He
made to Noah thousands of years ago. GoD remembers the
Covenant which He made with Noah, that He will not again smite
the earth with a flood, and although there have been local deluges
and local famines, there never has been a universal flood since
the days of Noah. GOD has been faithful to that promise, and
we are to-day enjoying the benefit of the flood Covenant because
"He is faithful that promised."
3. GOD has been faithful in keeping the promises of the
Abrahamic Covenant. GOD entered into a Covenant with Abraham.
and if we take the Covenant in so far as it referred to the literal
seed of Abraham, we see how faithful GOD has been. GOD said
to Abraham, " I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,"
and we find that Moses bears testimony to the faithfulness of
GOD in keeping this promise. He says, "Thy fathers went down
into Egypt with three-score and ten persons, and now the LORD
thy GOD hath made thee as the stars of heaven for multitude"
(Deut. x. 22). Pharaoh endeavoured to prevent the multiplication.
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of the people of GOD, but "the more they affiicted them the
more they multiplied," because no power on earth can thwart
the purposes of GOD. And so again GOD promised to give the
Land of Canaan to Abraham's seed for an everlasting possession,
and we know that in due course that promise was fulfilled. "GoD
remembered His Covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with
Jacob," and He appeared to Moses at the bush, and said unto
him, "I have surely seen the affiiction of My people which are
in Egypt, and I am come down to deliver them and to bring them
up out of that land into a land flowing with milk and honey."
Eventually this promise was also fulfilled. Despite all their sins,
the LORD brought them into the land which He had promised
to give them. Again, GOD promised that He would be their
GOD. He said that He would take them to be His people and
He would be their GOD, and is it not remarkable that in the first
five commandments GOD spoke of Himself as "the LORD their
GOD ~" "I am the LORD thy GoD, which have brought thee
<out of the land of Egypt. Thou shalt have no other gods before
Me." In the second commandment, "Thou shalt not bow down
to them nor worship them, for I the LORD thy GOD am a jealous
GOD." In the third commandment, "Thou shalt not take the
Name of the LORD thy GOD in vain." In the fourth commandment, "The seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD thy GOD."
And in the fifth commandment, "That thy days may be long
in the land which the LORD thy GOD giveth thee." Thus GOD
took them to Him for a people, and He declared again and again,
amid the thunders of Sinai, that He was the LORD their GOD. He
fulfilled His promise that He would be a GOD unto Abraham and
to his seed after him. Thus the promises of GOD in reference to
Israel were at least partially fulfilled in accordance with the Divine
purposes revealed to Abraham. Well, then, these promises, the
promises relating to the Covenant of grace, the promises relating
to the Covenant of Noah, the promises relating to Israel in the
Covenant with Abraham, were all fulfilled. GOD in this way
manifested and demonstrated His faithfulness, and that what He
hath promised He is able to perform. How full of comfort is
this thought to the children of GOD. We have been reminded
of the great comfort and encouragement which the LORD'S children
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from time to time derive from the" exceeding great and precious
promises" of GOD'S Word, and how precious it is to be able to
point back to the past and to see the Divine faithfulness in fulfilling
the Divine promises. How frequently in the Epistles we come
across the words, "GOD is faithful." " GOD is faithful by Whom
ye were called unto the fellowship of His SON." " GOD is faithful,
Who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able,
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape." GOD
is faithful to-day to His promises. "He abideth faithful: He
cannot deny Himself."
Secondly, let us think of GOD'S faithfulness in the present. Let
me again revert to the Covenant which was made with Abraham.
I would draw your attention to that promise which we have
frequently heard quoted during the Conference, "In thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." In Galatians iii. 8
we read, "The Scripture foreseeing that GOD would justify the
heathen through faith, preached before the Gospel unto Abraham,
saying, 'In thee shall all nations be blessed.''' Well, that promise
is being fulfilled to-day. God is f~lfilling it both among the Jews
and among the Gentiles. The Apostle Peter quoted it and used
it in reference to the blessing of justification which the Lord
bestows not only upon the Jews but upon the Gentiles. He says
in Acts iii. 25, "Ye are the children of the prophets and of the
Covenant which GOD made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham,
And in thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.
Unto you first, GOD, having raised up His SON JESUS, sent Him
to bless you in turning away everyone of you from his iniquities."
What is GOD doing to-day ~
is fulfilling His promise, He is fulfilling His purposes of mercy and grace to Jews and Gentiles. He
is gathering out His people from all the kindreds of the earth.
He is fulfilling the promise made to Abraham. To-day every sinner
that is Divinely justified and accounted righteous before GOD
through the obedience unto death of the LORD JESUS CHRIST is
blessed with the blessing of Abraham, the blessing of justification,
the blessing which was promised thousands of years ago to
Abraham.
Lastly, let us think briefly of GOD'S faithfulness in regard to the
futu,re. There are some great promises which are still unfulfilled,
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but GOD'S past faithfulness is a pledge of their fulfilment. We
have been reminded beautifully of the great central promise of
this dispensation, "the promise of His coming." Scoffers ask,
"Where is the promise of His coming ~" Our answer is given
in the words of Scripture, "The day of the LORD will come."
" The LORD Himself," we read, "shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of
GOD, and the dead in CHRIST shall rise first. Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the LORD in the air, and so shall we ever be with
the LORD." The LORD is coming. That is the hope of His people,
"the glorious appearing of our SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST," when
the heavens shall be rent asunder and the LORD shall descend,
and all His believing people from Adam right up to the end of
this dispensation shall be gathered unto Him. They shall see
the face of Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them,
and they shall be for ever with Him. There is not only the
promise of His coming, but there are the promises of the blessings
which His coming will bring to His people. In this connection
it has occurred to me during this Conference '(and one of the
advantages of these Conferences is that we may learn from one
another, and that we may be edified and instructed as we talk
of these GOD'S truths), it has occurred to me that the great and
ancient promis'e of which we have heard so frequently, that ancient
promise of " eternal life which GOD that cannot lie promised before
the world began," ultimately refers to CHRIST Himself. He is
"that eternal life which was with the FATHER and was manifested
unto us." He is "the true GQD and eternal life" (1 John i. 2;
v. 20). The great blessing for which we look is Christ Himself.
"When Christ Who is our life shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with Him in glory."
" The LAMB is all the glory
Of IMMANUEL'S land."
And all the blessings of redemption are bound up with Him.
And is it not remarkable, if that interpretation of that verse is
right, that the most ancient promise of the Word of GOD, the
promise of eternal life, not only includes all the blessings of
redemption, which we enjoy to-day, but it includes all the blessings
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of eternity. It includes CHRIST, Who is Himself "the true GOD
and eternal life."
My time is gone, I see, and so I will close by just emphasizing
that word with which I began-" He is faithful that promised."
He has been faithful in the past. He is faithful to-day in regard
both to spiritual promises and to temporal promises, and we may
rely upon it with confidence and with assurance that He will still
be faithful. At His coming all the other promises yet unfulfilled
shall be fulfilled to the letter, and all the people of GOD redeemed
by the precious blood of the SURETY of the everlasting Covenant
shall be for ever with the LORD in ceaseless joy and felicity!
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
(Thomas Houghton).
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

WHO SEEKS FIRST, THE LORD OR THE SINNER?
" ADMITTING, what I am sure you will admit, the total depravity
of human nature, how can we account for the conversion of a soul
to God unless we likewise admit an election of grace? The work
must begin somewhere. Either the sinner first seeks the Lord, or
the Lord first seeks the sinner. The former is impossible if by nature
we are dead in trespasses and sins; if the God of this world has blinded
our eyes and maintains the possession of our hearts; and if our carnal
minds, so far from being disposed to seek God, are enmity against
Him. Let me appeal to yourself. I think you know yourself too
well to say that you either sought or loved the Lord first: perhaps
you are conscious that, for a season, and so far as in you lay, you even
resisted His call, and must have_ perished if He had not made you
willing in the day of His power, and saved you in defiance of yourself.
In your own case you acknowledge that He began with you; and
it must be the case universally with all that are called, if the whole
race of mankind are by nature enemies to God. Then, further, there
must be an election, unless ALL are called. But we are assured
that the broad road, which is thronged with the greatest multitudes,
leads to destruction. Were not you and I on this road? Were we
better than those who continue in it still? What has made us differ
from our former selves? Grace. What has made us differ from
those who are now as we once were? Grace. Then this grace, by
the very terms, must be differencing, or distinguishing grace; that
is, in other words, electing grace."-John Newton, "Letter IX 011
Religious Subjects.")
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MICAIAH, THE SON OF IMLAH.
" There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we
may inquire of the Lord: but I hate him,. for he doth not
prophesy good concerning me, but evil."-l KINGS xxii'. 8.

ALL that we know of Micaiah the son of Imlah, is recorded in
the twenty-second chapter of the first book of the Kings, and in
the corresponding record given in 2 Chronicles xviii. He is
brought to our notice through a question asked by J ehoshaphat,
King of Judah. He, though a good king, and a true servant of
the Lord, is found in this chapter in company with Ahab, the
wicked King of Israel, a king who "did more to provoke the
Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were
before him" (1 Kings xvi. 33).
The sin of J ehoshaphat in having fellowship with Ahab, and
joining with him in battle, has been called" Jehoshaphatism,"
and it is a sin which is sadly prevalent to-day. It is amazing
and saddening in the extreme to note how men professing the
honoured name of Evangelical will invite Sacerdotal Bishops and
other leading Sacerdotal Clergy to occupy their pulpits, and to
preside at Evangelical meetings. At Protestant meetings they will
denounce them and then invite them to their Churches and to
preside at meetings of their Societies. No wonder that Sacerdotalism thrives and Evangelicalism of a distinctive kind is
becoming weaker and less and less influential. We believe in
Christian courtesy, but we also believe in Christian firmness,
faithfulness, courage, and uncompromising separation from all evil
alliances.
Jehoshaphat could not wholly cast off his allegiance to Jehovah.
Hence, though he weakly consented to join forces with Ahab in
his proposal to capture Ramoth in Gilead from the Syrians, he
suggested to Ahab that he should inquire at the word of the
Lord-a strange request to make to a worshipper of Baal. Ahab
so far complied with J ehoshaphat's suggestion that he gathered
his prophets together-four hundred in number-and asked them
if he should go against Ramoth-Gilead to battle, or should he
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forbear. They were unanimous in advising him to go, and assured
him that the Lord would deliver it into his hand. J ehoshaphat
was not satisfied. "Is there not here a prophet of the Lom
besides, that we might inquire of him ~" Ahab Tep1ied, .« There
is yet one man, Micaiah the 'Sonot Imlah, by whom we may
inquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy
good concerning me, but evil." To please Jehoshaphat and to
retain his support, Micaiah was sent for, and the succeeding narrative shows what manner of man he was.
Such men are needed in these days of compromising fellowships
and alliances-men who will be firm and faithful at all costs.
Let us think of some of his characteristics.
1. First, M icaiah was a prophet who dared to stand alone.
The messenger who was sent to call Micaiah told him that the
words of Ahab's four hundred prophets declared good unto the
king. They were unanimous in promising success to his enterprise. One of them, Zedekiah by name, made horns of iron, and
said to Ahab, "Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt thou push
the Syrians, until thou have consumed them." All the prophets,
in fact, said, "Go up to Ramoth-Gilead, and prosper: for the
Lord shall deliver it into the king's hand."
To Micaiah the king's messenger said, "Let thy word, I pray
thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is
good." Micaiah, however, courageously answered, " As the Lord
liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak" (verses
13, 14). The easier and more popular course would have been
for Micaiah to say" Amen" to the views of the other professed
prophets. If he had done so, he would have gained the approval
of King Ahab, and saved himself from further imprisonment and
suffering, but evidently his supreme aim was not to please men
but to please God.
Later on in the history of the Christian Church, the great Apostle
to the Gentiles wrote, "Do I seek to please men ~ for if I yet
pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ" (Gal. i. 10).
We admire Elijah standing alone on Mount Carmel as the champion
of the only living and true God. We admire the prophet Daniel
daring to stand alone, even though it meant his being cast into
the den of lions. But are we prepared to stand alone against the
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evils of the times in which we live 1 The greater number seem
to go with the crowd. Few think for themselves, and have the
courage to stand for God and His truth. It is pleasanter to be with
the majority. Truth, however, has never been popular and never
will be. Matthew Henry says, "Unity is not always the mark
of a true Church, and true ministry. Here were four hundred
men that prophesied with one mind, and one mouth, and yet all
in an error." Micaiah probably remembered the injunction of
Moses the prophet, "Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do
evil" (Exod. xxiii. 2).
In these days of abounding error, we need to dare to stand
alone and to be willing to be in the minority.
2. Secondly, Micaiah was a faithful prophet.
He was firm in adhering to his duty. What is the duty of a
true prophet 1 It is to speak the Word of God. "He that hath
My. word, let him speak My word faithfully" (Jer. xxiii. 28).
To Ezekiel the Lord said, "Thou shalt speak My words unto
them, whether they will hear, or whether they will forbear"
(Ezek. ii. 7).
A faithful messenger of God thinks not of consequences. His
one desire is to do right and to deliver the Lord's message. He
will do this with humility and with courtesy, but yet with firmness,
courage, and faithfulness. So Micaiah said, " As the Lord liveth,
what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak." There are no
inspired messengers now, but there is an inspired message. The
Gospel is "the Gospel of God, which He promised afore by His
prophets in the Holy Scriptures" (Rom. i. 1, 2). This Gospel,
Christ says, we are to preach to-every creature. It is to be preached
" without addition, diminution, or alteration." Peter says, "The
Word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the Word which
by the Gospel is preached unto you" (1 Peter i. 25). Paul preached
the Gospel to the Thessalonians and he calls it "the Word of
God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe" (see
1 Thess. i. 5; ii. 13). We have no right to add to or diminish
from the message which the great Head of the Church has commissioned His people to make known. It is the eternal Gospel
and is suited for every age, and for all sorts and conditions of
men. It needs no adaptation or accommodation to the people of
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the twentieth century. Many rejected it in the first century, and
many reject it now; but the Apostle Paul said in reference to
rejectors of the Divine message, " We preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God, and the wisdom of God." Again the inspired
Apostle Paul says, "Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other Gospel unto you than that which we have preached.
unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8).
Faithfulness in preaching the old Gospel is one of the great
needs of the day. In many cases the fear of man and the fear
of losing financial support, may in some measure influence even
good men. Such fear is sin. Our great fear should be the possibility of failing to please our Covenant God, and to be faithful
to Him, to His truth, and to His cause. Micaiah is a noble example
to the Lord's witnesses in all ages.
3. Thirdly, Micaiah was a true prophet.
Ahab's prophets were lying prophets. "A lying spirit (was) in
the mouth of all his prophets." With one mouth they predicted
prosperity and success. They dared, without Divine warrant, to
take Jehovah's Name on their lips. Zedekiah even dared to say,
"Thus saith the Lord," but it was revealed to Micaiah that all
Ahab's prophets were under the influence of an evil and a lying
spirit. Their testimony was from hell and not from heaven.
Micaiah at first, in manifest irony, repeated their false testimony. Then he delivered the Lord's message. He predicted
truly the death of Ahab. "I saw all Israel scattered upon the
hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the Lord said,
These have no master: let them return every man to his house
in peace." Ahab's death was Divinely determined. Judgment
at last would come upon him. Elijah's words would at last be
fulfilled, "In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine" (1 Kings xxi. 19). Though
Ahab tried to prevent the fulfilment of the Divine word by disguising himself, "A certain man drew a bow at a venture, and
smote the King of Israel between the joints of the harness," and
he " died at even," and" the dogs licked up his blood . . . according unto the word of the Lord which He spake."

426

The Gospel Magazine

" Though hand join in hand the wicked shall not be unpunished"
(Prov. xi. 21). Sin has entered into the world, and death by sin,
and only by means of the atoning death of Christ can sinners
be delivered from eternal death. "Sin hath reigned unto death,"
but " grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus
Christ our Lord" (Rom. v. 21). The penalty of sin is a solemn
subject, but our Lord Jesus Christ Himself has told us that the
unrighteous "shall go away into everlasting punishment" (Matt.
xxv. 46). Preachers who are true to God and His Word will
not only proclaim the everlasting blessedness of those who are
washed in the blood of the Lamb, but they will solemnly, though
tenderly, proclaim the eternal ptmishment of those who know not
God, and who obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
o what a mercy if through infinite grace we are delivered from
the wrath to come.
4. Fourthly, Micaiah was a persecuted prophet.
Ahab hated him, Zedekiah, one of Ahab's prophets, smote him,
and in the presence of J ehoshaphat Ahab said, "Take Micaiah
and carry him back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to
J oash the king's son; and say, Thus saith the king, put this fellow
in the prison, and feed him with bread of afRiction and with water
of afRiction, until I come in peace" (verses 26, 27).
That was the way in which a faithful and true prophet was
treated, but as Stephen said, "Which of the prophets have not
your fathers persecuted?" (Acts vii. 52).
Rejection and persecution are the common lot of all truly
faithful men. The records of Elijah, Jeremiah, Daniel, the apostles,
and the martyrs in all ages, go to prove this. Our Lord warned
His disciples beforehand that they would be persecuted, reviled,
falsely accused, and even put to death, but He also assured them
that great would be their reward in heaven, and added, "So
persecuted they the prophets which were before you." (See
Matt. v. 10-12; John xvi. 2.)
If, therefore, we really go forth unto Christ without the camp,
we shall have to bear His reproach. While we need to watch lest
we bring suffering upon ourselves through sin, we need to beware
of the compromising spirit of the age, which is resorted to, in
order that suffering for Christ's sake may not have to be endured.
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5. Lastly, Micaiah was a prophet whose testimony was not laid

to heart even by one of God's own people.
Jehoshaphat heard his word. He listened to the solemn predictions of a real prophet of the Lord, and yet he still went with
Ahab to the battle. What lamentable weakness and failure to
take a bold stand for God's truth. How painful it must have
been to Micaiah to see J ehoshaphat in Ahab's company, and
probably to hear that he had ignored his predictions. Had it~ot
been for Divine mercy J ehoshaphat might have been killed. The
Lord, however, though He afterwards rebuked him, spared his
life. (See 1 Kings xxii. 29-33; 2 Chron. xviii. 31; xix. 1-3.)
Micaiah was not alone in such an experience as this. One of
the saddest experiences of true messengers of the Gospel is that
many even of the Lord's people ignore and do not fully act upon
their testimony. How important it is that Christ's tru~ sheep
should hear in every detail the voice of Christ, and profit in full
measure by His teaching. If we welcome to the full the teaching
of really faithful messengers we may have to forsake so-called
" good society," and cast in our lot with the poor and the despised
people of God. The ministries which attract the worldly and
the well-to-do are not usually ministries which proclaim the full
truth of the Gospel, nor are their services such as conform to the
great rubric which says, " God is a Spirit; and they that worship
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John iv. 24).
The narrative of Micaiah the son of Irnlah forcibly reminds us
of our Lord's warning, " Beware of false prophets." It also brings
to mind the solemn words, "If they hear not Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead" (Luke xvi. 31).
THE EDITOR.

THE CONDITION OF THE CHURCHES.
ONE of our esteemed readers has recently had a month's holiday
in different parts of the country. After referring to evils outside
the Church of England, he wrote: "As to the Church of England
in these country places, the ministry is beyond doubt deplorable.
It is hopeless. We have peeped inside quite a few churches in our
journeyings, and have not seen one that does not show the havoc
that has been done by Anglo-Catholic teaching and practice."
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WELLSPRINGS.
" These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace.
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer,. I have
overcome the world."-JOHN xvi. 33.

" WHY is the world so noisy ~ " was a question asked in a daily newspaper recently. It spoke of the various and incessant noises which
confront us, the screaming of unruly children, rush of motor traffic,
incessant sounds of the wireless, as well as when the opening of the
daily papers prevent any natural quietude of mind and rest of spirit.
I thought of a sacred poem of my childhood days:"Why is the world so weary, so restless, ill at ease?
Because the truth she does not see that" all my fresh springs are in Thee."

And what said the Son of Man to His "little flock" ere He left
them ~ They would "hear of wars and rumours of wars; nation
rising against nation and kingdom against kingdom; famines, pestilences and earthquakes; false prophets; the love of many waxing
cold"; and everything that would try the faith of God's elect, and
shake them to their very foundation, but not Him on Whom their
hope was built. "See that ye be not troubled." "In the world,"
assuredly tribulation ye will meet with, "but in Me ye shall have
peace." And this "peace," beloved reader, is found nowhere else,
and neither will you wish for any other peace if you have once been
made to rejoice in the peace which Jesus alone can bestow! There
may be many a false peace which carries on the worldly-minded,
and patches up their jaded nerves by pleasure and any inducement
which may make them forget their troubles, just while the excitement continues. But it has no foundation, and will not last. They
are soon back in the old place and complaining of their lot and all
the ills that are fallen upon them.
Where is the Christian when trouble and sorrow, bereavement,
disappointment, and adversity overtake him ~ What a contrast
his countenance and demeanour to that of the worldling! He is the
happy possessor of that "peace which passeth all understanding,"
and which enables him to look to Him Who "sitteth King for ever
upon His throne"; Who still holds the reins of government be the
world never so unquiet, and Who speaks His "Peace, be still" to
the exercised heart. He did when He spoke to the proud Galilean
waves, and changed the" great storm" into "a great calm."
Ah! to the child of God it all depends as to Who speaks this peace.
If He proclaims it, it is peace. Peace was the precious legacy to
His Church ere He left it-" Peace I leave with you. My peace
I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you." A
Peace no man could rob them of. A Peace which, Divinely given,
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is as Divinely sustained, and able to keep the mind which otherwise
would be boiling over with agitation and dismay. Oh! it is wondrous
peace! Blessed peace! Divine peace! Happy, indeed, the possessor
of it! Jesus called it His own peace: "My peace," said He, "I
give unto you." And this brings us to that wondrous mystery of
love, that as members of His mystical Body, "He is our Peace."
He bought it for His redeemed ones at the price of His own most
precious blood. And how ready He ever was, and is, to bring that
peace to troubled hearts, anxious spirits, and homes of sorrow! You
have but to read the sweet Gospel narratives to find instance after
instance where Jesus turned by His Presence, the "great storm"
of whatever nature, unto "a great calm." Then it was that the
tumultuous passions of unbelieving hearts were becalmed, and Satan
was held "still as a stone"! "The peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus."
What a gracious word of warning our blessed Lord gave His downcast and fearful disciples ere He left them. He did not promise
them all and continuous peace. Far from it. They would have to
learn of many" fightings without and fears within," and how in the
world they would be bound to meet with tribulation; it would be
part of their lot. Beautiful as this world is, as from the Hand of
the Creator, it is marred by sin, and the sin of man makes it full of
evil. Folly is bound up in men's hearts, and the pursuit after knowledge without sanctified means, leaves them worse than where it
found them. The" witty inventions" sought out by man are turned
to evil account, and the clever discoveries in science are making the
natural heart of man more proud and self-sufficient than ever. The
whole world lieth in the evil one, and unregenerate " man has not
God in all his thoughts," nor will he acknowledge Him and bow to
His Sceptre. But for "His hidden ones," His "little flock," His
defenceless sheep in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, He
has purchased for them such a peace, such a sweet Divine secret,
that they are happy, they are secure, they are free from alarms, or
as little faith sinks, they are sustained from utterly sinking, and
they are granted sweet communion as He leads them by the still
waters, and calls them to come apart and rest awhile from all their
desert experiences. And the blessedness of all this is, He not only
deals with them thus compassionately, bu1i1Ie feels for them as having
suffered the same. "Jesus, being wearied, sat thus on the well."
True, He had a Divine purpose of love and mercy in it, and that one
sinner there should be met with, dealt with, and saved in His everlasting love. But it cheers the oft faint heart to sing:" In every pang that rends the heart
The Man of Sorrows shares a part.
He sympathizes in our grief,
And to the sufferer sends relief."
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of our text! They were spoken from the holy lips of Him Who is
the Truth and cannot lie. In the world-tribulation. In Me-peace!
" There is no peace, saith the Lord, unto the wicked," are the concluding and solemn words of expostulation of Jehovah to the sinful
nation which had forsaken Him and followed idolatry (Isa. xlviii. 22).
And sadly and awfully true is it to-day that with the nations that
have forgotten God and forsaken the Fountain of Living Waters,
and have broken His holy laws, and become" lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God," desecrating His Holy Day and breaking
His commands, there is no peace to them! And oft-times one is
solemnly confronted with the question of Holy Scripture, addressed
to such: "And what will ye do in the end thereof?" Oh, that a true
and lasting repentance might be poured out upon our once-favoured
but now guilty God-dishonouring land! And that "the call back
to religion" may have the deeper foundation, alone acceptable to
God in that righteousness which alone will exalt her. Religion apart
from the Bible will avail little.
Meanwhile, beloved readers, your and my mercy is "the Lord
knoweth them that are His," and whilst such, as His "salt," are
left to preserve the land from wholly corrupting, may we be kept
looking off all else but unto Jesus, Who is the Author and Ground of
our peace, and thus testify by our life and conduct what the peace of
God can and does do for His people. Is the language of your lips
and the desire of your hearts daily and habitually, " But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
Whom the world is crucified to me and I unto the world" (Gal. vi. 14).
There can be no peace apart from nonconformity to the world and
its attractions. The walk of a believer can only adorn the doctrines
and please Him by Whom we are called, as we come out from the
world, and walk in that separate, secret walk of blessed and holy
fellowship with our God. And this brings a blessed peace which
carries over mountains of difficulties; enables us to meet with and
combat (not in our own strength, but in His Who is with us)
all the exigencies, the crooked things, the sorrows and trials by the
way with that" calm and heavenly frame" of which dear Cowper'
wrote when reaching out" for a closer walk with God "-a walk
which would glorify Him Who has redeemed us, and brings us sacred
joy and comfort of which the strangers to grace and to God know
nothing.
Dear reader, ponder the subject, pray over it. Think of this little
word of five letters, and seek to be more and more acquainted with
it. Peace! This is mentioned about 225 times in Holy Scripture;
breathed so specially to His own by the Son of Man Who was the
Prin'Ce of Peace; desired by the apostles for the early Churches many
times in their Epistles; and may your and my heart be directed
to the Author and Giver of it, Who is " the God of Peace," and Who
alone can make known to us "the peace of God." "In Me," said
Jesus, "ye might have peace." Peace blood-bought! Peace which
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reconciles to God! Peace which stills a guilty conscience and applies
the sweet balm of His love and blood. Peace which can quiet the
most turbulent of passions in the human breast, ~nd learn, as Job
said, "When He giveth quietness who then can make trouble?"
Peace which can change the lion-like spirit to that of the lamb. Peace
which can work in our lives " the peaceable fruits of righteousness"
to His glory, and make the dying bed of the saint radiant with sacred
joy!
" My peace," said the blessed Son of God, " I give unto you, not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid."
"Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin ;
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within."
(Bickentetll.)

R.
MULLER'S ORPHANAGES.
THE Annual Report of this very excellent Institution has reached us.
It relates to the period from May 27th, 1936, to May 26th, 1937.
The Lord has again abundantly answered the believing prayers
of His servants by supplying all the needed funds for this important
work. We read that" very frequently and for long periods we were
tried with exceedingly small incomes; yet again and again we proved
the delivering mercies of our God." On May 19th, 1937, just before
the financial year closed, the Lord sent them the sum of £5019 3s. 6d.
This enabled them to close -the year with a considerable balance in
hand.
The work was founded by the late Mr. George Miiller in the years
1834 and 1836. The Report says, "Without anyone having been
personally applied to by us for a donation, £2,306,921 6s. 9!d. has been
received for the orphans as the result of prayer to God, since the commencement of the work, which sum includes the amount received
for the Building Fund for the five Houses." Seven hundred and
two orphans were in the Institution and under the care of the Directors
on May 26th last.
We rejoice with the brethren who are carrying on this work at the
wonderful exhibition of the Lord's goodness, mercy, and faithfulness
in providing the means for this great work in answer to the regular
and believing prayer of those in charge of it. No one is ever asked
to help but the Lord Himself. It is intensely saddening to read
of the many worldly methods resorted to by professedly Christian
Churches in order to extract money from the pockets of professing
Christians. The way that the Lord's work is carried on in connection
with the Ashley Down Orphanage at Bristol should stimulate both
Churches and private Christians to look to the Lord only for supplies.
We all need to have more faith" in the living God, Who giveth us
richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. vi. 17).
The Report is signed by Alfred E. Green and Thomas Tilsley.
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THE SOURCE AND PRINCIPLE OF ALL GOOD WORKS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE LATE REV. WATTS WILKINSON, B.A.
AT THE CHURCH OF ST. MARY ALDERMARY,
WATLING STREET, LONDON,
ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 18TH, 1839.

" Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ
unto the glory and praise of GOd."-PHILIPPIANS i. n.
THESE words make part of a very solemn and important (and though
brief, yet very comprehensive) prayer, offered by this apostle for" the
saints" of God" that were at Philippi "-the holy ones (such is the
meaning of the term), the holy ones of God that were at Philippi;
meaning those who had been originally sanctified and set apart by
God the Father as the objects of His special love, and then redeemed
and sanctified by God the eternal Son, and then renewed and quickened and regenerated by God the Holy Ghost. "The saints in
Christ Jesus, which are at Philippi."
Now you find by the preceding context, that wherever there are
saints there is love subsisting. This the apostle exhibits, by giving
an account of his feelings and his own affectionate attachment to these
persons whom he has been addressing. In the eighth verse he says,
" God is my record" (a solemn introduction !)-" God is my record,
how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ." This
latter is a very strong expression, to denote the most affectionate and
earnest feelings of our nature. The apostle does not mean that he
" longed after them in the bowels of Jesus Christ," according to the
degree of love and compassion that there is in the Saviour's heart to
those that are His. Not according to that degree certainly; but after
the manner-corresponding with it, and in imitation of it. For who
can tell, who can describe or conceive the bowels of mercy and love,
that there are in the Lord Jesus Christ to everyone of those who
were originally given Him by the Father in the Covenant, and who
were redeemed and purchased by His precious blood 1 Then we find
that He begins immediately to pray for them. In the ninth verse" And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment "-' that as my love (as I have already
said) has abounded towards you, so your love towards me and to all
the saints of God may richly abound.' And then he goes on to say,
" That ye may approve things that are excellent." By this he is supposed to refer to the Gospel which he preached. "That ye may
approve things that are excellent," even the glorious dispensation of the
grace of God, which is given to you and which I have delivered to
you, and delivered to you in all its fulness and in all its freeness.
" That ye may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be
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sincere" in your life and conversation and conduct "and without
offence till the day of Christ." And then the words of the text follow:
"Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ" as wrought by Him and approved by Him and recommended
and presented to the great Jehovah by Him-" the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of God."
Now, we may observe, this prayer is presented for the saints of God
_cc the saints in Christ Jesus which were at Philippi "-those whom
the Father had chosen vessels of everlasting mercy, and who had
been redeemed by the blood of the Son, and called through grace by
the powerful and sanctifying influences of the Holy Ghost.
So that, from this passage thus connected, we observe this one thing
-that a man's person must be accepted before his works can possibly
be accepted; and that when a man's person is accepted, when he
is a true saint of God and manifests that he is one of the Lord's
beloved, then he will be accepted in all his works. His person first
and then his works afterwards. You have this remarkably pointed
out in the instance of what is said of Abel; it is said, " The Lord had
respect unto Abel and to his offering"-first to Abel, and then to his
offering. A man unaccepted in his person can offer no offering of
obedience and so on, that will be acceptable to God, because it will not
proceed from the only proper and acceptable motive-that is, love or
gratitude; whereas when a man is truly accepted, whatever he does
with a view to " the glory and praise of God" will be accepted of Him.
Now of what importance it is for you and for me to be thus acceptedour persons accepted! For what will and must become eventually
of all those whose persons are not accepted? We may say-it is
an important inquiry, the first inquiry-we may in a sense say it is
the" one thing needful," that a man be accepted of the great Jehovah.
But how can a man be accepted of the great Jehovah? No one
can be accepted but upon the footing of perfect righteousness; for
God" is of purer eyes than t{) behold evil," that is, with acceptance,
and "He cannot look upon iniquity." And" perfect righteousness
implies two things. In the first place, that we be cleansed completely from all our sins; and sec·ondly, that we have a righteousness
of obedience and devotedness to God, such as He requires and such
as He accepts. And how can a poor sinner obtain these two things,
and where are they to be obtained? We answer, they are only to
be obtained in and through Jesus Christ, and by the imputation of
the merit of His infinitely perfect obedience and infinitely complete
and satisfactory atonement. For is there any man upon the face of
the earth who can justly and correctly say-I have cleansed myself
from all my pollution? Can any man say he has cleansed himself
from anyone sin? There is no cleansing, we are told, without blood;
"Without shedding of blood there is no remission," no acceptance;
"without shedding of blood" there is no atonement. Now it is
impossible in the very nature of things that" the blood of bulls and of
goats" (and we are expressly told so) can make any atonement for sin.
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And no more can the blood of men; and no more could the blood of
angels, were it possible for that to be. It is nothing but the blood of God
that can do this. We say, the blood of God. Strong as the expression
is, it is only the blood of God that can make any atonement for your
sins or mine. And we mean by that, the blood of the God-man, Christ
Jesus, Who is called" Jehovah's fellow," and Whose blood is therefore
called the blood 'of God. Not, of course, that we are to suppose that
God can bleed; but God, the second Person in Jehovah, being personally united to the Man Christ Jesus, what the Man Christ Jesus
did and suffered God is sometimes said to have done and suffered;
and so His blood is called the blood of God. The Apostle Paul
countenances this expression, when he says to the elders of the
church of Ephesus, "Feed the Church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood"; that is a passage, we say, clearly
countenancing the idea.
No one, then, can possibly make a suitable atonement, but He
Who is Jehovah, or personally one as the Man Christ Jesus was
with the great Jehovah. And so the Apostle John speaks. He
says: "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son "-there is the emphasis;
it would have been no more worth than the blood of St. Peter or
St. Paul, if he could not add this, "The blood of Jesus Christ His
Son "-this it is that" cleanseth us from all sin." And then again
(taking the other particular required for our perfect righteousness),
what man could ever say that by any works of righteousness which
he had performed he had made himself righteous in the sight of God ~
A man may fancy this; and there is reason to fear many do. And
so did the Pharisee whose case is recorded in St. Luke's Gospel. But
observe, we are told expressly that he " went down to his house not
justified," or as it is literally translated, "The publican went down
to his house justified rather than the Pharisee"; but some would
translate it thus: "The publican went down to his house justified
and not the Pharisee." It is certain that the Pharisee could not go
justified to his home in any righteousness of his own. For the moral
law of God is the rule of righteousness, and what does that law require ~
Why, the tenor of it is this-Do- and live, sin and die-without any
abatement, and without any idea whatever conveyed of mercy upon
the footing of the law; no, Do and live, Sin and die. It is impossible
that a sinner can thus obtain any justification for himself; he may
fancy that he can, but he is mistaken. Suppose such a thing as
this (which we merely suppose for the sake of argument, because
it is altogether impossible), suppose that you should have fulfilled
the law of God for the first time that you knew the difference between
good and evil, from the earliest period of your life to the present
moment, and that without any defect or flaw whatever, and suppose
you should do this to the end of your lives; it would avail you nothing
to yOUr justification, because you are a sinner by nature; you came
into the world under the curse of the law, and therefore were (as
the Apostle Paul declares) "by nature a child of wrath." No, it
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is impossible. We are supposing a thing which cannot exist, in order
to attempt to set forth the subject in a strong point of view before
you. What saith the Word of God? That" there is not a just
man upon earth, that doeth good and sinneth not." Now, if he
once sin, he is immediately under the curse and sentence of the law,
for it knows nothing of abatement. "In many things we all offend."
And it is said again that " all our righteousnesses" (make the best
of them, our fullest and most complete performances) " all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags."
But then, in Christ Jesus we have a glorious and a suited remedy
to set before you. A two-fold remedy, suited to our two-fold necessity.
We have His blood, His atonement; and we have His perfect and
His consummate righteousness. We have these two things exhibited
to us. It is a sweet representation that you have often (it may be)
found rich consolation from, and you have placed yourselves (as it
were) near to that Fountain of which we are about to speak; it is a
sweet representation given by the prophet Zechariah-" In that day
there shall be a Fountain opened to the house of David and to the
inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness "-that is,
evidently, for the cleansing from sin and from uncleanness. But" in
that day"; what day? Why, we find in the seventh verse of the
chapter (the thirteenth chapter of Zechariah) that it is in that day
when the sword of justice shall be unsheathed, and the Lord shall say
to it, " Awake, 0 sword, against My shepherd, and against the Man
that is My fellow, saith the Lord of hosts, and smite the shepherd " a passage expressly applied to Jesus in His death. Now here is a
Fountain opened to cleanse from sin, and there is no stain of sin so
foul and so deep that the blood fetched from the heart of the dear
Immanuel cannot cleanse and clear from guilt and ruin. The
greatest sinner, though scarlet and crimson dyed (if we may so speak),
plunged in this precious Fountain or in the stream flowing from it, will
be cleansed completely, and become as white as the driven snow.
And then if you look at His obedience to the law, what was the
nature of it? There was no flaw or defect whatever in it. He knew
no original corruption, and He knew nothing of actual sin. "Which
of you," said He, "convinceth Me of sin?" They held their peace;
they were constrained to do so. "He knew no sin, neither was guile
found in His mouth." We say, then, His obedience was complete
and perfect, and altogether suited to our circumstances and sufficient
for our necessities.
Now are there any who are feeling this subject and entering into
the views we are attempting to set before you? We would say to
these-What! are you concerned about your soul, and about an
eternal world, and about that stroke of death which must shortly,
and may very shortly, be inflicted upo.n you? Are you concerned
about this? Well, then, look unto Jesus, whom we have thus
endeavoured to place before you. Look off from the moral law as a
covenant of works, for you can never obtain justification by that; look
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off from the moral law as a covenant of works, and look off from yourselves; flee from yourselves altogether, and "behold the Lamb of
God," and put your trust and put your confidence in Him, for" He
is able to save," we are expressly told, and that" to the uttermost,"
and He is as willing to save as He is able.
Now observe the precious doctrine which St. Paul preached, and
to which doubtless he refers in the context when he exhorts them to
hold fast" things that are excellent." Observe his doctrine. God
has made us, says he, addressing the Ephesian church, God" has
made us accepted in the Beloved." There is no other way of acceptance, but in the Beloved-the Beloved of God, the Beloved of all
the holy angels that are before the throne, and the Beloved of all
_the people of God in every age and generation. Says he, " He hath
made us accepted." It is a mistaken translation when persons say
" acceptable," as some do; it is not merely acceptable, but actually
accepted-" He hath made us accepted in the Beloved." And then
observe what he says again, when writing to the Colossians: "In
Christ," says he, "ye are complete." You want nothing more. If
His blood cleanses you, if His righteousness justifies you, you can
need no more. You are" accepted in Him," and" by Him" (as it
is in our text) and" in Him ye are complete." In another place he
says, Christ" hath reconciled you, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in the sight of God"; and again, "that He
might present you to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing." Oh! how complete and perfect, you
see, is the justification of a sinner in the sight of the great
Jehovah!
Now, if you be thus accepted, your person accepted by Christ and
in Christ, then all your performances, though they are imperfect and
weak in themselves, will all be also accepted in Him. And on these
two accounts. Because having" tasted that the Lord is gracious,"
and having experience of His mercy, they will proceed from a sense
of mercy, and from gratitude and love in your heart; and all obedience
is of no avail, which has any other source than love. All true holiness-for the apostle distinguishes between "true holiness" and
false holiness, and there is much false holiness-all true holiness
proceeds from this precious source, love to God, and it will therefore,
on this account, be accepted through Christ. But then, not only
because it proceeds from love, but also on another account--because
Jesus Christ, your great High Priest, Who is now living to intercede
for those for whom He died, will present, not only you, but your
services also, perfect in His merit; and so perfect that they shall
come up acceptable in the sight of the great Jehovah, so that the
infinitely pure and holy God shall see no fault, no flaw or defect in
them, because He will make them complete and perfect through a
mixture of His merit imputed to them, as well as imputed to you for
your justification.
And, therefore, from this subject thus opened to you, we may
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observe how glorious does the great" High Priest of our profession"
appear! How endearing does Jesus, the great Messiah, appear! He
Who, we trust, is precious to many that are here, and must be if you
have anything more than a nominal religion! If you have anything
of a real and spiritual acquaintance with Him, if you know what it
is to deal really and truly with Him and to put your soul in His
hands, you will have some sweet manifestations of His love to your
heart, and a hope arising in you excited by your contemplation of
Him which will kindle in you the spirit of love to Him. We say,
oh, how glorious does the Messiah appear here, as not only presenting the persons, but as presenting all the services of His beloved
people, infinitely acceptable in the sight of a pure and holy God! It
is to Him that all under the Covenant teaching of the Holy Ghost
are directed. Not to the law, and not to any fancied righteousness
of their own, but to Him all the beloved of the Lord are directedall who are under the teaching of the Holy Ghost. For all whom
the eternal Father hath chosen, the eternal Son hath redeemed, and
these are sure and certain to be renewed and quickened by the eternal
Spirit; and wherever the Holy Spirit takes a sinner in hand in order
to accomplish his part of the "great salvation" within him, he
invariably directs him to Christ, and says, "Behold the Lamb of
God." This is a peculiar part of the office of the eternal Spiritto testify of Jesus, and to glorify Jesus. All who are under His teaching are directed to Jesus of Nazareth as their hope, and the only
ground of their expectation of being accepted either with respect
to their persons or to their services.
Now we will say again, if you are feeling in your hearts these
precious truths (and such they surely are), then we may add that
this is certainly and clearly written in the Word, that so surely as
you are coming to Him thus to present you righteous, you shall be
presented by Him. He will not reject; He never did. Oh! this is
great encouragement to those who begin to feel concern about their
souls. He never did, and He never can possibly, reject a sinner that
comes to Him. He presents him immediately in the presep.ce of the
great Jehovah, "holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His
sight."
And there have been, we may beg to remind you, several distinct
presentations of every vessel of mercy by Jesus to the eternal Father,
as perfect and complete in His sight. We say, several; we will
mention five.
In the first place, we may view the whole Church of the Covenant
people of God as virtually presented to the Father, when they were
first given by the Father in Covenant in eternity into the hands of
Jesus, to be His people and saved completely by Him. We may
conceive the Holy Saviour, the Christ of God, the second Person in
Jehovah, as then having received them and pledged Himself to
accomplish their salvation, and as viewing that salvation as being
then as certain and secure as though it were already accomplished-
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as He did VIew the subject when He was on earth before He had
completed the work of their redemption, saying to His Father, "I
have finished th.e work which Thou gavest Me to do." And so, in
eternity past, when He was contemplating it, we may conceive Him
to make presentation of the whole innumerable number to His
eternal Father, and to say, "Behold, I and the children whom
Thou hast given Me." Oh! we can scarce enter into this view of
the subject with application to ourselves, or conceive anything of
this kind to have taken place with respect to us as individuals, though
we can conceive it with respect to other saints, the remarkable saints
recorded in Holy Scripture, and so on. But it is true of every real
and genuine saint of God. He presented you then.
But then again, when hanging upon the cross and bowing His head,
He virtually said, "Behold, I and the children whom Thou hast
given Me," now redeemed from death by My precious and immaculate
blood; deliver them from going down to the pit, for I have been
their ransom. And we may conceive this to have been echoed (as
it were) throughout the courts of heaven by the declaration of the
eternal Father-' I am well pleased for His righteousness' sake:
He hath magnified the law and made it honourable, and justice is
completely and for ever satisfied.' That was a second presentation.
And then we say there was a third, when the Holy Spirit undertook the accomplishment of His work in your hearts, in the day of
your real conversion to God, your spiritual regeneration. In that
day we may conceive another presentation, and we may conceive of
the dear Redeemer as saying, 'Behold this individual given Me by
My Father and justified by My blood and righteousness, now reconciled to the eternal Father, as the Father hath been already reconciled
to him through My merit; there is another vessel of mercy now
revealed, and another heir of glory made manifest.'
And then we will say there is another presentation; and it will be
in that day when body and soul shall separate-the day of your death.
And this may reconcile you to that solemn season, if you have good
hope through grace. In the day of death, we say, when you drop
the earthly house of this your .tabernacle, Jesus will be ready to
receive your departing spirit. He represents Himself as waiting in
the sick and dying chamber of His beloved people, " making all their
bed in their sickness"; and He will present your spirit then again to
the Father, "not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing."
And then, when again 1 We will say in that day when the trumpet
shall sound and the dead shall be raised. Yes, such is the permanent
nature of Divine grace, that if Jesus is precious to you and you have
ever been accepted in Him, you will be so in the day of your death,
and in that great day when the" heavens shall pass away with a
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, and the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." There
will not then be an individual left behind. No, He will present
you and the rest of His redeemed and beloved people, and say,
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"Behold, I and the children whom Thou hast given Me "-" Those
that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of them is lost." No,
there will not be ohe missing. When the Lord the Saviour makes up
His account at last and presents His flock unto His Father, there will
not be one missing whose name is registered in the kingdom of heaven.
And what, think you, will be the joy? Oh! you cannot form any
conception of what
be the joy and the transport of your soul,
when you find, while multitudes who rejected the Saviour sink into
remediless and eternal perdition, you are presented by Him to His
Father among the rest of the living in Jerusalem and enter for ever
into His kingdom. We cannot form a conception of it.
But we may go one step further; and this may affect your minds
in a peculiar manner. He will not only present you perfect to the
eternal Father, but He will present you to Himself. You will be
then presented to Himself as those whom He loved and whom He
redeemed, and those whose " great salvation" He has accomplished
by His obedience unto death. For observe what St. Paul says,
"Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for it, that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word, that He
might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any sp-ch thing." And you will find St. Jude speaking in the
same way; says he: "Now unto Him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory,
with exceeding joy." And who is this? Why, he declares it to be
" the only wise God our Saviour."
Now if these things are thus, we will call upon you-oh! that you
may feel called upon to recollect and feel concerned in it-that you
may feel an interest in the abiding goodness and grace of Jehovah.
What a delightful day is that to look back upon, when you first
became truly concerned about your souls, when the eternal purposes
of the great Jehovah to you as an individual were first made manifest!
Oh! it is a day to be remembered, and remembered to all eternity.
The night of the deliverance of the children of Israel was to be remembered in all their journeyings; and so surely that day of your deliverance from spiritual Egypt and frem the power of spiritual darkness
will be a day never to be forgotten to all eternity. And so, too, we
say, again, how delightful was that day when you first (after being
awakened) got some sweet and scriptural hope in your heart, that
you were among the number presented by Messiah to the Fatherwhen you got a good hope (to bring it down low) "a good hope
through grace" that Christ and you were one! What a delightful day was that! Oh! may you feel your obligations. And then
we may say, how gracious has been every day since! for you have
been preserved following after Jesus, cleaving to Him, while multitudes
have turned aside and forsaken Him, and many, it may be, that you
knew in years that are past, making no inconsiderable profession,
and that are not now to be found. And who has preserved you?
Why, the Lord Himself. He "hateth putting away," and will
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preserve you to the end, even to those things we have been speaking
of which are yet to come.
Now if there be any desire excited in any heart--(and the Lord
grant it may be !) it is very possible that there may be some desire
springing up in some heart, which never felt it before, or at least
never in that peculiar and strong manner in which it may be felt at
this time-if there be a desire springing in your heart that you may
be found accepted in Christ Jesus now and for ever, we will call upon
you just to consider the nature of God's great salvation-that it is a
salvation that is finished. There is nothing for you to do to perfect
it by your own power or merit. It is a salvation, also, that is everlasting in its origin in eternity past, and that will last to all eternity
to come. And it is a salvation to every desiring soul; it is as free as
it is finished and everlasting; and" whosoever will" may come, put
in their claim, and have manifestation of their participation in it and
that they are interested in this great and glorious salvation. We say,
consider this; and considering this, do you try it. Oh! flee unto
Jesus. Retire to yon private corner of your habitation, and there
open to Him all your secret feelings respecting sin and your soul
and an eternal world, and there in imagination cast yourself at His
feet and embrace His feet. Cleave to Him; lay hqld of Him, and
cleave to Him. And when you are doing this and pleading for mercy,
praying that He will "present you faultless before the presence of
His glory with exceeding joy," humbly look to Him also that He
will give you some precious manifestation of His love in your heart,
and some sweet hope that you are not seeking in vain. And if you
get not that hope immediately, or so soon as you desire (and in all
probability you will not), yet press on, follow on. Remember Jacob,
the patriarch; he wrestled with God in prayer, and it is thus described: he determined" not to let Him go except He blessed him."
Thus follow on, and you shall sooner or later get the rest and peace
to your souls that you are seeking.
And we will only add that this subject affords a ground of argument (if we may so speak), or puts into your breast an answer to
all the objections with which the prince of darkness would terrify
the humble disciple. You may give him an answer, and an answer
out of the Word of God. You recollect that when our Lord was
tempted forty days and forty nights, He took" the sword of the
Spirit" in His hand against the tempter. He answered him or
rebuked him with the Word of God, and thus He silenced him, for
Satan cannot stand before it. Now if he suggests to you that you
are a sinner and must perish, that your sins are innumerable and
resting upon your head, and that it is said in Holy Scripture (for Satan
knows how to quote Scripture, and that clearly appears from his temptation of the Saviour, and therefore he may suggest to you, or it may
dwell upon your mind) that" the wrath of God abideth in you," and
what therefore will become of you; here is an answer: "I have been
led to Jesus, and am accepted in the Beloved; I am comely through
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His comeliness." But if he should suggest again that you are not
meet for the heavenly kingdom, because you find impurity and unholiness dwelling in your heart, oh! what a sweet answer is this" Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light"! Wherever there is
a work of grace in the heart, that sinner is already" made meet to
be a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in light." Does he say,
" Notwithstanding all this, you will sin yourself eventually out of the
Covenant"? No; God has said He will " put His fear in my heart
that I shall not depart from Him." And does He come at last
with this, "Thou must die and pass to the judgment"? Jesus has
been the death of death; He has " brought life and immortality to
light," and He has said Himself that" whosoever keepeth My sayings shall never taste of death "-that is, though he died a natural
death, the second death shall have no power over him,-nor shall the
first death be able to do him any injury, but only the greatest possible
kindness. We say, you thus learn to meet whatever suggestions arise
in your mind; look to the Word of God, and you will find God's
Word to answer them, and you will thus have" joy and peace in
believing. "
And now, if there be a careless, thoughtless person here who cares
for none of these things-which you know, is said of Gallio; he
" cared for none of these things." And how descriptive of many that
are now living upon the face of the earth! and it is possible that
there may be some such here present---what can we say to such?
We say, " Be sure thy sin will find thee out." Now that is a certain
declaration. If sin never finds such a person out, to bring him as a
penitent to the foot of the cross, it will find him out on the other side
the grave, when there shall be no place for penitence, like as it was of
with Esau, who" found no place for repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears." Oh! may the Lord enable you to " seek Him
while He may be found, and to call upon Him while He is near."
May He enable you to consider what has been advanced, and give
you His blessing, and may you give Him in return all the glory.

REAL PRAYER.
"LET us ask ourselves whether we know anything of real prayer?
Do we pray at all? Do we pray in the name of Jesus, and as needy
sinners? Do we know what it is to ' ask,' and' seek,' and ' knock,'
and wrestle in prayer, like men who feel that it is a matter of life
and death, and that they must have an answer? Or are we content
with saying over some old form of words, while our thoughts are
wandering, and our hearts far away? Truly we have learned a
great lesson when we have learned that 'saying prayers' is not
praying."-(Bishop J. C. Ryle.)

442

The Gospel Magazine

THE HOLY ANOINTING OIL AS EMBLEMATIC OF THE
UNCTION OF THE BLESSED SPIRIT.
PREFACE TO A SERMON BY MR. J. C. PHILPOT ON 1 JOHN ii. 27.
WHEN Moses was with the Lord, face to face, for forty days, upon
the Holy Mount, he received from His lips particular and minute
instructions as to the construction of the tabernacle, with its various
vessels of service, such as the ark of the covenant, the table of shew
bread, the altar of incense, the brazen laver, and the golden candlestick. But these vessels of service could not be employed in the
ministry of the sanctuary, according to the various purposes for
which they were intended, until they had been specially consecrated
to a Divine and holy use. The mode of this consecration was as
much a part of heavenly instruction and Divine revelation as the
tabernacle itself, and all its vessels of service. Moses was, therefore,
directed to make " an oil" of holy ointment, an ointment compound
after the art of the apothecary, and with this" holy anointing oil"
to consecrate "the tabernacle, the ark of the testimony, the table,
and all its vessels, the candlestick, the altar of incense, the altar of
burnt offering, and the laver, and thus to sanctify them that they
might be most holy." The various ingredients of this" holy anointing
oil," with their exact weight and measure, were carefully prescribed,
for in this; as in every other instance, the minutest directions were
given by the Lord, from which there was allowed no departure and
no variation.
But let me read the directions which the Lord gave him, which
you will find in Exodus xxx. 23-25: "Take thou also unto thee
principal spices, of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet
cinnamon half as much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of
sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels, and of cassia five hundred
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary"; in all, 1500 shekels,
which, computing the shekel at 219 grains, somewhat less than t oz.
troy, will amount to about 57 lb. troy weight. But in order to make
this an anointing oil, he was to add" of oil olive a hin," about five
quarts. Now it does not seem. likely that Moses was bidden to put
all these spices and oil together in what I may call a rough way, without
some manufacture or manipulation of these various ingredients,
for we must bear in mind that he was "learned in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians," who at that period were a highly civilized nation,
and celebrated for embalming the dead, and other arts which required
a great deal of scientific and practical skill.
But there is another reason from which we may gather that these
ingredients were not roughly put together. The myrrh and cinnamon,
calamus, and cassia, in such large quantities, added to so small
a quantity of oil, would soon have swallowed up and absorbed the
whole. Most probably, therefore, as Moses was bidden to make
the" holy anointing oil after the art of the apothecary," these spices
were put with water into what is called an" alembic," itself an oriental
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invention, and in it distilled and a spirit formed from them. To this
spirit, then, thus distilled from the spices, was added the oil, the
spirit having the effect, as we know it has to this day, of preserving
it from rancidity, and also of communicating to it a sweet fragrance.
Of course, all this, in common with the whole of the tabernacle service,
was entirely typical, and as seen in the light of the Spirit, highly
and eminently instructive.
The holy anointing oil, then, was emblematic of the unction of
the blessed Spirit, whereby the people of God are sanctified unto
His use and consecrated to His service, that they may be a holy
people, and their worship and offerings" spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God by Jesus Christ." But after the Lord had given Moses these
instructions as to the composition of the holy anointing oil, He added
three prohibitions, all of which, no doubt, have a very special and
significant import, and which therefore we shall do well to consider.
1. The first was this: "Upon man's flesh shall it not be poured."
It was not to be profaned to any common use. In that climate,
ointment was very much used for bodily purposes, and but for this
prohibition, ~ome might have taken this holy oil with profane hands
and anointed with it the flesh of their body. Now the Lord specially
prohibited this profanation of the holy anointing oil as most displeasing in his eyes. But what spiritual instruction do we gather
from this prohibition? Is it not that the unction of the Holy Spirit
must never be profaned to any common or ungodly use? But is
not this too often lamentably the case? How many profess to be
called by the Holy Spirit to the work of the ministry, and as such
are solemnly ordained or set apart to the service of God who evidently
know nothing whatever of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit,
but rather seek for an entrance into one of the priest's offices that
they may eat a piece of bread. The unction of the blessed Spirit,
like the holy anointing oil, must not be thus profaned by being poured
upon man's flesh, and woe to those who so profane it. It is to be
restricted to spiritual persons and to spiritual purposes.
2. The second prohibition was: "Neither shall ye make any other
like it, after the composition of it." It was therefore not to be
counterfeited or imitated. It was to remain distinct and separate
from every other ointment, and any imitation of it was prohibited
by an awful penalty, the penalty of death, for such a transgressor
was" to be cut off from his people." But is there not much significance
in this prohibition as well as in the former? Are not the graces
and fruits of the blessed Spirit daily counterfeited? But God abhors
the imposture. Nothing is admissible in the service of the sanctuary
but His own teaching, and His own testimony; and all carnal imitations of that holy anointing oil wherewith He alone consecrates both
offered and offering, will be rejected by Him with abhorrence. This
prohibition has a wide, I may indeed say, a most tremendous scope.
Where gifts are sanctified by the holy anointing oil, and consecrated
to the glory of God and the good of His people, on them the blessing
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of God rests, but all attempts to counterfeit the unction of the Spirit
will be rejected.
3. The third prohibition is equally significant. The holy anointing
oil was not to be put" upon any stranger," under the penalty that
he who so profaned it was to be cut off from the people. But what
do we gather from this prohibition? Is it not that the unction and
influences of the Holy Spirit, which are shadowed forth by the anointing
oil, are restricted to the family of God; that those who are strangers
to the covenants of promise, without God and without hope in the
world have no right to, no part in, the sanctifying and consecrating
influences of the blessed Spirit; and that those who would make them
common and universal must expect to meet the resentment of a
justly offended God?

A HYMN OF PRAISE TO JESUS ENTHRONED.
" Down in the darkest depths of shame
My sinless Lord was found.
There on the cross He overcame,
And now we see Him crowned,
By faith we see Him crowned.
" Weak to the scornful gaze of foes
Who mocked His failing powersYet by the might of God He rose,
And now His strength is oursHis risen Life is ours.
"Jesus, Who stooped from highest heaven
To lift me to Thy side;
Honour and praise to Thee be given,
For ever glorifiedMy Saviour, glorified."
Bishop Frank Houghton.

THE CRY FOR UNITY.
"THOUSANDS of well-meaning persons now-a-days are continually
crying out for more ' unity' among Christians. To attain this they
are ready to sacrifice almost anything, and to throw overboard even
sound doctrine, if, by so doing, they can secure peace. Such people
would do well to remember that even gold may be bought too dear,
and that peace is useless if purchased at the expense of truth. Surely
they have forgotten the words of Christ, ' I came not to send peace,
but division.' "-(Bishop J. C. Ryle's "Expository Thoughts on
St. fJuke," Vol. Il, p. 98.)
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The Gospel Magazine

445

IS THERE NOT
A CAUSE 1
'"\
THAT mournful singer, Asaph, wrote these words for his chief musician,
" Thy way is in the sea, and Thy path in the great waters, and Thy
footsteps are not known." That was in connection with the verses
before, when the clouds had been pouring out water, thunder and
lightning had been making the earth tremble and shake, " the depths
also were troubled." Indeed, such ways are not to this day" known."
He Who "hangeth the earth upon nothing" has not revealed to
us the secret of His power and of His workings, in their depths and
heights, in their mysteries and continuance. His ways are not known.
But in the verse following (Ps. lxxvii. 20) Asaph referred to what
had been seen and known by the eyes of men. "Thou leddest Thy
people like a flock by the hands of Moses and Aaron." He had made
known His ways unto Moses, and His acts unto the children of Israel.
There was no mystery about their having to wander for forty years
in the wilderness, although there are but eleven days' journey from
Horeb to Kadesh Barnea. God told them that it was because they
did not believe Him. They did not believe although He said it,
that He was able to give them victory over the giants that they saw.
" Because all the men which have seen My glory and My miracles
which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, have tempted Me now
these ten times and have not hearkened to My voice, surely they
shall not see the land." Moses himself had hoped for a great many
years to go over and see the goodly land, but the explanation of his
disappointment was written in large letters: "Because ye believed
not Me to sanctify Me ... therefo:r;e ye shall not bring this congregation
into this land." And I often wonder, as we say over and over again,
" To-day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts as in the
provocation, and as the day of temptation in the wilderness," and
so on, how far this applies to oneself, how deeply and constantly
is it a case of not believing Him 1
From the earliest times God has declared that His judgments are
consequent on transgression. He said to the serpent, "Because
thou hast done this thou art cursed above all cattle." He said to
Adam, that because of hearkening to the voice of his wife, he had
eaten of the forbidden tree, therefore was the ground cursed for his
sake, his life would be one of labour and sorrow, and to the dust he
would return. It was because Saul rejected the word of the Lord
that the Lord rejected him from being king, and because he asked
counsel of an evil spirit, the Lord slew him. God told David explicitly
that there was a reason for his child's dying, and the Lord Jesus
told Jerusalem that their house was left desolate to them because
they knew not the time of their visitation.
Might not the apostle well say" Let us therefore fear." As we
sow we reap. And indeed, if that was all, we might fear every day
and always for the fury of the oppressor, knowing our own failures,
and weakness, and inevitable departures. But there is "hope in
3°
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Israel," and another side to the matter. God Almighty said to the
" father of the faithful," " By Myself have I sworn ... for because
thou hast done this thing ... in blessing I will bless thee ... because
thou hast obeyed My voice." It was because Daniel "believed
in his God" that no manner of hurt was found on him. It was because
the Church of Philadelphia had kept the word of Christ's patience,
that He promised to keep them from the hour of universal temptation.
Very many other promises of good there are, promised as if the kindness of the Lord were consequent on the labour and faithfulness
of His dear children. We might think of what the Lord Jesus said
to His disciples, that because they loved Him and believed that He
came forth from the Father, therefore the Father loved them. Indeed,
they needed much encouragement to persuade them that they were
dear to Him. But when the Lord said that it was because He laid
down His life that He might take it again, that His Father loved
Him, surely in such depths Asaph would say, "Thy way is in the
sea of a love that passes knowledge, Thy path in a great deep of
immeasurable mercy," as if the children were so dear to the Father
that it was for their sakes that Christ was His chief Beloved in Whom
He was well pleased.
And yet at times they are as perplexed as ever Joseph's brethren.
When they were sitting feasting in their brother's very house, He
had not yet revealed himself to them, and His dealings made them
consider their ways, and what the providences about them meant.
They were strangely wrong in their conclusions. "It is because
of the money that was returned in our sacks at the first time . . .
that he may seek occasion against us, and take us for bondmen and
our asses." How little they knew him and what he was thinking
at the very time. He could have had other occasion against them
if he had wanted it, and what were their asses to him? But so they
revolved in their minds, for God was showing them their iniquity.
However, Joseph could not longer refrain, and with the heart-breaking
disclosure, " I am Joseph," they learned why he had been contending
with them. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore
with loving-kindness have I drawn thee."
FOLLOWER-ON.

" WHEN He enables you to do all things, you are no better in yourselves than you were before; and when you feel that you can do
nothing, you are no worse. Your experiences will vary: but His
love and promises are always unchangeable."-John Newton's Letters.
" IT makes no difference whether they worship the idol simply, or
God in the idol; it is always idolatry when Divine honours are paid
to an idol, be the colour what it may. And because God wills not to
be worshipped superstitiously, whatever is bestowed upon idols is 80
much robbed from Him."-Oalvin.
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MEAT FROM THE EATER AND SWEETNESS
FROM THE STRONG.
"When Samson did retrace the ground
Where he the lion slew,
He honey in the carcase found,
And this should serve to ~show,
" That when the conflict we maintain
.With Satan, sin, or hell,
And should through grace the victory gain,
To mark the carcase well.
" Trials through tribulation's ground
May thee like scorpions sting:
But yet that sorrow ne'er was found,
That did no sweetness bring.
"When darkness did thy steps await,
Through sorrow's vale so long,
He from the eater gave the meat,
And sweetness from the strong.
" Say, Christian, didst thou ever meet
A trial great or small,
Without one drop of honey sweet
To mingle with thy gall ~
"How bitter to old Jacob's taste
Was Benjamin's adieu:
Yet there was honey in the beast,
And stores of sweetness too.
"When he beheld the blood-stained coat
Of Joseph, loved so dear,
O'erwhelmed with grief, he little thought
Of what a sweet was there.
" There's hope within the promise now
To sweeten every ill :
But we, alas! put in our "HOW ~ "
Where God hath said, "I WILL."
"Forgive the sin, Thou God of grace,
Assist Thy name to praise:
Thy dispensations who shall trace,
Or scan Thy wondrous ways ~ "
John Kent.
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THE LORD REIGNETH.

THE overthrow of the Egyptian host at the Red Sea was a signal
display of the kingly power of the God of the armies of Israel. This
thought was a comfort to Moses, and hence in the song which he
sang on that memorable occasion, he said, "The Lord shall reign
for ever and ever." Hundreds of years later, the inspired author
of the hundred and forty-sixth Psalm was led to rejoice in the same
truth when he wrote, " The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God,
o Zion, unto all generations." We need the same truth to-day.
In this time of stress and trial it is unspeakably comforting to the
Lord's people to remember that He sitteth upon the throne, and
that the government is upon His shoulder. He reigns in heaven.
He says, "Heaven is My throne and earth is My footstool." His
throne is exalted above all other thrones. He is King over all other
kings. Angelic beings are subject to His sway. They do His commandments, they hearken to the voice of His Word. At His bidding
they come forth to minister to the heirs of salvation.
He reigns over the earth. Doubtless there will be a special manifestation of Divine sovereignty when "the kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and He
shall reign for ever and ever." But Jehovah is King now. "The
Lord most high is terrible; He is a great King over all the earth."
He reigns as an absolute Monarch. He has no Cabinet and no Parliament. All earthly kings, emperors, governments, armies, navies,
and peoples are under His supreme control. "He doeth according
to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth: and none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest
'Thou?" He can frustrate the wicked, crafty, and imperious designs
'Of earthly potentates. He can scatter the proud in the imagination
of their hearts. "Those that walk in pride He is able to abase."
He reigns over His own people. They acknowledge Him to be
the Lord, and they can look to Him to be their Defender in all dangers
and adversities. "The Lord is our defence: and the Holy One
of Israel is our King." Because He is their King, He can command
deliverances for Jacob.
He reigns to carry out His purposes. He" worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will." All things which happen tend
to the glory of His great name and the fulfilment of His eternal designs.
He reigns for the benefit of His own people. He has a people whom
He has loved with an everlasting love, and whom He has redeemed
with the precious blood of His dear Son. They are peculiarly precious
to His heart, and nothing can separate them from His love. For
their present, final, and eternal good He reigns. They can, therefore, say, "We know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose."
Even the terrible shaking of the nations must work for the good
of God's elect people, as well as for the glory of His name. It is
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Zion's God Who reigneth and Zion's people get the benefit of His
sovereign rule.
He reigns in harmony with His attributes. He reigns in power.
He reigns as the Omnipotent God. There is no plan which He cannot
carry out. There is no foe whom He cannot defeat. There is no
blessing which He cannot bestow. Our God Who sits on the throne
is " able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think."
He reigns as the faithful God. He" keepeth truth for ever." He
is true to His promises and to His people, "the faithful God which
keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love Him." His people
can rely upon His word. The written word is no mere "scrap of
paper" to Him. What He hath promised, He will perform. He
reigns as the righteous God. He is righteous in all His ways and
holy in all His works. He" executeth judgment for the oppressed."
The cruelties and oppressions of men are noticed by His all-searching
eye, and "though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be
unpunished. "
He reigns as the compassionate God. He Who reigns "giveth
food to the hungry"; He" looseth the prisoners"; He" openeth
the eyes of the blind"; He" raiseth them that are bowed down" ;
He "Ioveth the righteous"; and He "relieveth the fatherless and
widow, but the way of the wicked He turneth upside down." Take
comfort, then, ye children of God. He reigneth, yea, and He shall
reign. He is the eternal God. His kingdom is everlasting. He
will never abdicate. There is every security, therefore, that all His
eternal purposes shall be accomplished and that blessings present
and eternal shall be the portion of His redeemed people. "I will
extol Thee, my God, 0 King; and I will bless Thy name for ever
and ever."
DEATH OF A DICTATOR.
" ONCE again an Iraqi regime has been ended by murder. Ten months
ago General Baqir Sidqi Pasha-ruthless, brilliant, ambitious, proud
-seized power in Baghdad after treacherously shooting the Minister of
Defence, General Jafar el-Askari. Since then he has added fresh
deeds of ruthlessness to his record. Revolting tribesmen were crushed
with the same determination, if not on the same scale, as he crushed the
helpless Assyrians of the Mosul province in 1933. Now the murderer
himself has been murdered. On Wednesday night he was passing
through Mosul on his way to Turkey, there to see the manceuvres,
when both he and the Iraqi Chief of Air Force were shot by a private
soldier. To which of General Baqir Sidqi's many groups of enemies the
soldier belonged is not yet known."-(" The Times," Aug. 13th.)
On reading the above solemn record, we were reminded of the
unerring Word of God which says, "Pride goeth before destruction,.
and an haughty spirit before a fall," and" though hand join in hand.
the wicked shall not be unpunished" (Prov. xi. 21; xvi. 18).
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ATTACKING THE BIBLE.

AT the British Association's Meeting at Nottingham, on Thursday,
September 2nd, Mr. H. G. Wells said, in reference to " the little region
of Palestine," "Is there any real reason nowadays for exaggerating
its importance in the past? Nothing began there, nothing was
worked out there. All the historical part of the Bible abounds in
wild exaggeration of the importance of this little strip of land . . .
Is it not time that we recognized the extreme insignificance of the
-events recorded in Kings and Chronicles, and ceased to throw the
historical imagination of our young people out of perspective by an
-over-emphasized magnification of the history of J udea ? "
This is how a popular speaker speaks of the land which God promised
to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob for an everlasting inheritance.
" Nothing began there," we are told, and yet there the Son of God
became incarnate, and there He died the Just for the unjust to bring
sinners to God and save them from hell. "The historical part of
the Bible," we are told, " abounds in wild exaggeration of the importance of this little strip of land." Yet its historical testimony was
inspired by God the Holy Ghost. Is He guilty of " wild exaggeration" ?
'The thought is abhorrent in the extreme. Are the events which
He records in Kings and Chronicles events of " extreme insignificance" ?
The above statements of Mr. H. G. Wells are quoted from The
Times of September 3rd. In The Morning Post of the same date,
Mr. Wells is reported as saying, "Even if we think it desirable to
perplex another generation with the myths of the Creation, the Flood,
the Chosen People and so forth, we haven't got the time for it."
The Morning Post goes on to say, "Mr. Wells received an ovation
when he finished his address, and as he was leaving the hall, which
was packed from floor to gallery, many autograph hunters gathered
around him." This is what this land of Bibles has come to. How
solemn, indeed, it is that a crowded audience of the learned should
gather around one who thus treated that Book which holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
A myth is defined by the Oxford Dictionary as "purely fictitious
narrative usually involving supernatural persons, etc.; fictitious
person or thing." According to Mr. Wells the records of the Creation,
the Flood, and the Chosen People are mere fiction. They are imaginary,
unreal, and not genuine. Yet our Lord, in Whom dwelleth all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge endorsed the truth of these narratives
(see Matt. xix. 4, 5; viii. 11; Mark xiii. 19; Matt. xxiv. 37-39).
We are asked, however, to believe the so-called learned world in
preference to the Son of the living God. Let us remember that spiritual
truth is hidden from the merely wise and prudent, and that "the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
C<
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A SPARROW OBEDIENT TO HIS WILL.
IT is Sunday afternoon, February 7th, 1937. This morning while
conducting a service in Whitington Church, the chirping of a sparrow,
which had got into the Church, was frequently heard. At the afternoon school in the same building the sparrow kept flying about and
chirping. At the close of the school we felt that the continued
presence of the sparrow in the building would be of a distracting
nature during the evening service. Humanly speaking, it was hopeless
to cause the bird to leave the building. However, we opened the
inner door of the Church and privately prayed that the Lord would
dispose the bird to go out. The outer door was also open. Frequently
the bird flew to different parts of the building, generally flying high
above the door. At last we stood at the opposite or east end of the
Church with our daughter, and after watching the bird for a few
moments we said, "Let us just pray about it." We offered a short
prayer that the Lord would dispose the sparrow to leave the Church.
For a few moments it continued to fly about. Presently it flew down
to a corner of the Church not far from the door. The next moment
we could see it outside the inner door, and in the porch. Then we
cautiously moved towards the door and it became evident that the
bird had left the building. "If two of you shall agree on earth as
touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of
My Father Which is in heaven" (Matt. xviii. 19).
We two in this twentieth century agreed on a simple petition to Him
Who regards His people as of more value than many sparrows, and
what we asked for was done by our Father Who is in heaven.
Agnostics may ridicule such a record of God's faithfulness, but
this is only one of many instances which we could give.
Many a time before has a bird distressed us during a service, but
never before did we make it a matter of special and united prayer.
Usually, the bird has been imprisoned during the week and died of
starvation. This time we prayed and God answered in a few minutes.
We believe in the sovereignty and the goodness of our Covenant God.
Both these attributes were displayed by Him in the case of Elijah.
In His goodness and in His sovereignty He said to the prophet, " I
have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. . . . And the ravens
brought him bread and flesh in the morning and bread and flesh in the
evening" (1 Kings xvii. 4, 6). They obeyed the Divine Command.
In the Book of Jonah we see how God controlled the wind, a great
fish, a gourd and a worm to carry out His sovereign will. All things
animate and inanimate are under His control, and He answers the
prayers of His people in small matters as well as in great matters.
" Trust in Him at all times, ye people; pour out your heart before
Him." "Ask, and it shall be given you" (Ps. lxii. 8; Matt. vii. 7).
"HAS your religion cost you anything?
it is worth nothing."-W. Tiptaft.

If it has cost you nothing

.J
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FREE WILL AND CONVERSION.
"IN the resurrection of Christ, as in our salvation, there was put
forth nothing short of a divine power. What shall we say of those
who think that conversion is wrought by the free will of man, and is
due to his own betterness of disposition? When we shall see the
dead rise from the grave by their own power, then may we -expect
to see ungodly sinners of their own free will turning to Christ. It is
not the word preached, nor the word read in itself; all quickening
power proceeds from the Holy Ghost. This power was irresistible.
All the soldiers and the high priests could not keep the body of Christ
in the tomb; Death himself could not hold Jesus in his bonds: even
thus irresistible is the power put forth in the believer when he is raised
to newness of life. No sin, no corruption, no devils in hell nor sinners
upon earth can stay the hand of God's grace when it intends to convert
a man. If God omnipotently says, ' Thou shalt,' man shall not say,
, I will not.' "-(C. H. Spurgeon's " Evening Readings" for Sept. 8th,
on Ephes. i. 19, 20.)
=======
ARCHBISHOP TAIT ON EVOLUTION.
" I HAVE been reading a book containing the gist of supposed modern
discoveries in anthropological science. It sets forth, among other
things, the theory of Hachel, that though no existing species of ape,
either living or fossil, could have developed into man, yet probably
some other ape, if we could only find it, would be such as might
naturally become man. Only unfortunately we cannot find him or
any trace of him, and probably the continent in which he lived was
south of Asia in the Indian seas, and has been submerged so completely that no trace unfortunately of such continent is to be found.
And this is science, which formerly I had always supposed was based
in its highest form on self-evident propositions, and in its second
form on strictly observed facts."-(Diary, August 15th, 1880. "Life
of Archbishop Tait," Vo!' 11, pp. 533, 534.)

DIVINE PROVIDENCE.
" THE providential government of God over everything in this world
is a truth of which the Greek and Roman philosophers had no conception.
It is a truth which is specially revealed to us in the Word of God.
Just as the telescope and microscope show us that there is order and
design in all the works of God's hand, from the greatest planet down
to the least insect, so does the Bible teach us that there is wisdom,
order, and design in all the events of our daily life. There is no such
thing as 'chance,' 'luck,' or 'accident' in the Christian's journey
through this world. All is arranged and appointed by God. And all
things are 'working together' for the believer's good (Rom. viii.
28)."-Bishop J. C. Ryle.
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THE FALSE PROFESSION.
a hundred years ago, a little girl left her happy country home
to go to a boarding school in London. Her elder sister was there
already, and Maria soon settled down. The headmistress, who had
begun her school on the usual worldly lines, had been changed by
God's mercy, and was now a humble believer. She longed that
her pupils might be brought to know the Lord, and in answer to
her prayers, there was a movement of the Holy Spirit among the
girls, so that many were born again.
Now Maria, though brought up by believing parents, was not yet
a Christian. She was affectionate and cheerful and industrious,
but she felt no interest in the things of Christ, and she was just
uncomfortable when spiritual things were mentioned. Mrs. Teed
(the headmistress) often had little talks with the girls in private,
trying to show them their need of a Saviour from sin, but Maria
never responded. One day, the little girl was not very well, and it
was found that she had scarlet fever. So she was moved to the sickroom, and nursed with the greatest kindness by Mrs. Teed. Not
to lose the opportunity, she one day asked Maria very gently, if she
believed in Jesus. Maria was very fond of Mrs. Teed, and she knew
her indifference had often disappointed her, so she had determined
that if Mrs. Teed asked her again, she would say" Yes." And she
did, though she knew all the time that it was a lie.
As soon as she was well enough, Maria was sent home, and presently
a kind letter came from Mrs. Teed, speaking of spiritual things as
if she were a child of God. She showed the letter to Miriam, her
elder sister, who was herself a Christian. But Miriam knew her
little sister better than the headmistress did, and when she had read
the letter, she said gravely to Maria that she had not seen any good
change in her. "And I never see you reading your Bible," she
added.
You see, Miriam saw through Maria's false pretences. She knew
that a little girl cannot become a child of God without a complete
change of heart. Two of the results that follow are a change of
behaviour, and a new love for the Bible. Miriam was right, for when
the Lord Jesus spoke of His flock, He said, " My sheep hear My voice ...
they follow Me." Following the Good Shepherd means the narrow
way that leads to life, surely a very different thing from the broad
road leading to destruction.
But Maria was quite a good girl already; so much so that Mrs. Teed
easily believed her when she said she was a Christian. Yet Miriam
was not deceived. The change that comes with conversion is not
always as obvious as you might expect. If Maria had been a thoroughly
naughty girl, bad-tempered and disobedient, then the change in her
would have been plain enough. But children of Christian parents
ABOUT
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are often so well-behaved that they scarcely ever seem to do anything
seriously wrong. That is just because of the careful way they have
been brought up. Maria was like that; always pleasant and obliging,
obedient, and hard-working. What more could a Christian be?
Miriam knew that the difference would be not so much in the things
that Maria did as in her se<Yret reasons for doing them. You may be
pleasant and obliging because you like people to praise you; obedient,
because obedience has become a habit; hard-working, because you
want to be first in the class, and do better than the rest. On the
other hand, if you are following Jesus, you may do all these same
things for His sake, and in order to obey His commands, because
you love Him. That shows that your heart is changed, not just
your habits.
The other thing that Miriam said was that she never found Maria
reading her Bible. Now there are many ways in which the Shepherd
speaks to His sheep, but I think the commonest is through the Scriptures. There His voice can be heard from the first chapter to
the last. Perhaps you will say, "Yes, of course Jesus speaks in the
Gospels." But it is not only in the Gospels; it is all through the
Bible, for all the Scriptures testify of Christ. Look at Genesis, for
instance. It begins with the story of the Creation. But John tells
us that the world was made by Him, the Lord Jesus. After the
Fall the coming Redeemer is promised; Abel's sacrifice foreshadows
the great Sacrifice on Calvary; Noah's ark is a type of the Lord
Jesus as the only refuge for sinners. Then the Son of God Himself
appears many times to Abraham, and again and again the Messiah's
coming to earth is promised. There is the wonderful story of
Abraham's finding the ram provided as an offering instead of Isaac
his son, pointing to the Lord Jesus taking the sinner's place and
dying in his stead. And so on, not only in Genesis, but all through
the Bible. Wherever you read, the voice of the Shepherd sounds,
and His sheep know His voice.
And sometimes He speaks through His Word, not just to all the
flock generally, but to one sheep in particular. The Christian should
watch to see what He will say unto him, and suddenly some special
word may stand out glowingly, lit up by the Holy Spirit. There
is nothing so sweet to the child of God as this lighting up of some
words as a message to him for his very own. But you see Maria
was no more interested in the Bible than she had been before, and
Miriam knew that if she was believing in Jesus she would have been
hungering for His Word.
Perhaps you are wondering sorrowfully if you are really one of the
sheep. Perhaps you feel that you are always straying away, and
there are other voices you are listening to besides the voice of the
Shepherd. You hoped that you really had a new heart, but the
old evil heart still seems so strong and powerful. If you are troubled
about the matter at all, I think there is comfort for you. The
Shepherd does not only say, " My sheep hear My voice ... they follow
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Me"; there are three precious words in between: "I know them."
The silly helpless sheep may be so bewildered by his own foolish
habit of wandering away that he scarcely recognizes the Shepherd.
But the Shepherd always knows; He brings back\.the straying sheep,
and carries the lambs in His bosom.
You will like to know that later on Maria was brought into the
fold of Christ, and she mourned bitterly over her false words spoken
DAMARIS.
years before.
~otttsponlJtnct.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
MR. R. E. Brider, who usually writes a letter about the above Gospel
Book Mission, found he was not equal to do so on this occasion, but
he wishes us to say that the work of sending off parcels of books to
our men is going on just as usual. We hope our readers will continue
to put it into his power to supply Gospel literature to the Army and
Navy, and also that they will remember him sympathetically in
their prayers in this time of his bodily weakness. His address is:
21 Firfield Street, Totterdown, Bristol 4.

THE WORD "PRIEST."

" ARE you aware of the fact that the only 'priest' mentioned in
the New Testament in connection with the Christian religion is the
Lord Jesus Christ 1 The word ' priest' in the singular is never used
of anyone in the Christian Church. The plural 'priests' is used
of all Christians together as a body (1 Pet. ii. 5, 9; Rev. i. 6), but
the singular term 'priest' is only used of our Lord. If there is no
priest but Christ, the only auricular confession to a priest must be
that which we pour into His ear.
" Are you aware of the fact that in the New Testament, no official
of the Christian Church is ever given the name of priest 1 This is a
simple fact which can be proved in two minutes by the use of a concordance. It is also a very striking fact, for the writers of the New
Testament, with one possible exception, were Jews, and as such
accustomed all their life to ideas and usages which associated the
priesthood with their official ministry. Yet not one of them ever
uses the term 'priest' to describe the Christian minister. Nor is
this avoidance of the term a mere matter of words, for there is nothing
answering to special priestly realities in any of the work of the ministry
of the Christian Church.
" Are you aware of the fact that the Jewish priesthood never heard
confessions and never gave absolution? "-(" Shall I go to Confession? "
p. 5. By Dr. W. H. GriJIith Thomas).
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THE LANGUAGE OF THE REFORMATION.
AT one of the meetings of the Church Assembly held in June last,
the Bishop of Gloucester, as reported in the English Churchman of
July 1st, said, "They wanted to preach Christianity in accordance
with the language and thought of the day. The more conservative
members of their Church were still using the language of the Reformation, and the language of the Reformation was not language which
appealed to people in the present day."
This is a serious statement, coming from a Bishop of the Church
of England. To suggest that the preaching of Christianity should
be in accordance with the language and thought of the day seems
to imply that we should no longer preach according to the Scriptures.
There can be no doubt that much present-day thought and language
are wholly antagonistic to the teachings of the Word of God, and
it is a very serious thing to suggest that we should derive our theology
from the thoughts of men to-day, rather than from the thoughts
of God which He has, by the Holy Ghost, put into words as given
in the inspired Scriptures. The Apostle Paul teaches us that all
Scripture is inspired, and is so profitable that the man of God is
thoroughly furnished thereby. He directs us to the Scriptures as
to writings which are able to make us wise unto salvation through
faith which is in Christ Jesus. There is no suggestion that we should
wait for fuller enlightenment till the twentieth century (2 Tim. iii.
14-17). The prophet Isaiah said, " To the law and to the testimony:
if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them" (Isa. viii. 20).
Both our Lord and the apostles regarded the Scriptures as their
only rule of faith and practice. The Old Testament had been completed about four hundred years before our Lord's incarnation, but
He did not regard them as obsolete and substitute in their place the
thought of the day in which He lived. Scripture is the Word of
God, and" the Word of our God shall stand for ever." Its teachings
are just as needful in the present day as when they were first written.
The reformers took up this position. For them the ancient books
of Scripture were their only rule of faith. They absolutely rejected
the erroneous thought of the day in which they lived. The Romish
thought in reference both to doctrine and practice, in the days when
God in mercy raised up the Reformers, was in very large measure
absolutely repugnant to the inspired Word of God, and the Reformers
preferred the thoughts of God to the thoughts of fallible and fallen
men.
In our view we do well still to use the language of the Reformation
in so far as it is in strict harmony with the Bible. Such language
may not appeal to many people in the present day, but in all ages
the language and teaching of God's Word have not appealed to
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unregenerate men. Yet God's messengers are nevertheless bidden
to preach the Word of God. The Lord said to the prophet Ezekiel,
"Thou shalt speak My words unto them,' whether they will hear,
or whether they will forbear: for they are most rebellious" (Ezek. ii. 7).
The great apostle to the Gentiles said, " Though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8).
The Gospel is eternal. Its doctrines and precepts are intended
for every age. The Christianity of the Bible is the only Christianity
we are commissioned to preach. The present day needs the same
Gospel as was preached by the apostles, and we cannot improve
upon the inspired language in which it is set forth.
The Reformers said, " The visible Church of Christ is a congregation
of faithful men, in the which the pure Word of God is preached." They
further said, "It is not lawful for the Church to ordain anything
that is contrary to God's Word written, neither may it so expound
one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another" (Articles
xix., xx.).
In the view of the Reformers the preaching of the day in which
they lived was to be the preaching of the truths found in the ancient
Scriptures, and no preaching and no exposition was to be out of harmony with Scripture. The voice of God from Heaven said, " Hear
ye Him," and how can we hear Christ's voice except by listening
to the Word which His Spirit inspired holy men of God to write?
This is the sure Word of prophecy, whereunto we do well that we
take heed in our hearts, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day Star arise" (2 Peter i. 19).
Thus the sure Word goes on shining" until the day dawn," and we
do well that we take heed to it in our hearts until the Day dawns.
This sure Word is very different from much of the language and thought
of the day.
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THE CHURCH PASS THROUGH THE TRIBULATION?" By
George H. Fromow. Pp. 28. Price 3d. each, 2/6 per dozen.
(Secretary of the Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony, 9, Milnthorpe
Road, Chiswick, London, W.4).
The subject of this pamphlet was discussed at a Public Conference
in Caxton Hall, London, on June 2nd, 1937. Admiral Sir H. Stileman
presided. By the request of the Secretary of the Prophecy Investigation Society Mr. Fromow gave an affirmative reply to the above
question, and Mr. J. Sidney St. Clair gave a negative reply. A
discussion followed. This pamphlet is Mr. Fromow's answer to the
question.
The doctrine of the Lord's Coming is very prominent in Scripture.
Many Christians almost ignore it. Others are endeavouring to bri..'1g
it before the minds of the Lord's people with increasing prominence.
The Advent Testimony Movement is to be distinguished from the
Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony of which Testimony Mr. Fromow
is Secretary. The former movement divides the Lord's coming into
two stages with many years between, and regards the first stage of
His Coming as an event which may take place "at any moment."
The Sovereign Grace Advent Testimony teaches that the Lord's
Coming is one great event which will not take place until the man of
Sin is revealed and the Apostasy from truth has fully developed.
The Prophecy Investigation Society welcomes men of all schools of
interpretation, and its members seek to investigate the whole subject
of Scripture prophecy.
Mr. Fromow's paper may be described as a full, clear, and exhaustive
presentation of the view that the Church will not be removed from
the earth until the tribulation of which our Lord speaks in Matthew
xxiv has taken place. Verses 29 and 30 of that chapter are regarded
as proving that the Lord's Coming and the gathering together of
the elect are subsequent to the unparalleled tribulation.
Mr. Fromow's paper is necessarily compressed into small space,
and it is evident that he could easily have expanded it into a volume.
It exhibits prolonged and careful study of the Scriptures and of the
various interpretations given on the subject treated. We recognize
that our readers who give attention to the subject at all are divided
in their views on it. We suggest, however, that it is important to
know both sides of the subject, and that whether Mr. Fromow's
exposition is accepted or not, it is well worth reading and pondering.
It is important also to remember that good and gracious men differ
on this subject, but that is no reason why they should not still love
one another. The injunction, "Beloved, let us love one another,"
needs to be remembered by all Christian students of the prophetic
Scriptures.
"WILL
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THE ORIGIN OF THE MASS. By Rev. Edward Bourdery (Formerly
Roman Catholic Priest); Pastor of the Reformed Church of
France. Pp. 34. Price 7d. post free. (Protestant Truth Society,
31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
This pamphlet is republished for the Protestant Truth Society's
sixpenny library.
PROBLEMS OF FAITH AND CONDUCT. By the Rev. W. S. Hooton,
M.A., B.D. With Foreword by the Rev. J. Russell Howden,
B.D. Pp. 104. Price Is. Paper binding. (The Inter-Varsity
Fellowship of Evangelical Unions, 39, Bedford Square, London,
W.C.I.)
This volume deals with various problems of faith and conduct
which confront young men and others. We have read it through
with much interest and pleasure. The author is thorougWy true to
Conservative Evangelical principles, and there is a great deal that
is excellent in every chapter of the book. The chapter on " Guidance"
is specially valuable in view of the teaching and practice of the Oxford
Group Movement. In the chapter entitled, "What is the Gospel ~ "
the author rightly deplores the degradation of the word "Gospel"
in such expressions as " an economic Gospel, a social Gospel, a Gospel
of hard work." "In the deepest sense," he says, "preaching the
Gospel is preaching Christ-' good tidings of great joy . . . a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.''' He says that "The inmost centre of
the Gospel message" is "redemption by the blood of Christ," and
he writes of the importance of setting forth both "Christ for us"
and" Christ in us."
In the chapter on " The Gospel-Its Presentation," there is much
that is excellent. He says, " Upon what are we to pledge our trust ~
Upon our surrender, or upon the Redeemer's sacrifice ~ Is it something that we do, in 'deciding,' or something which He has done,
once for all ~" His warning words about urging sinners to decide
for Christ or to surrender to Him are courageous and timely in view
of the common use of these terms. "We know," he says, "that we
can never put the world right, and that, in homely langauge, this is
, not our primary job.' "
Valuable teaching is given in three chapters on the subject of
prayer.
In the chapter on " Modern Criticism" he shows that if we accept
the so-called assured results of the higher critics in reference to the
Old Testament, we must reject the authority of our Divine Lord.
It is either one or the other, and he says, " Compromise is impossible.
Yielding is unthinkable" (p. 70).
There are wise words on the interpretation of prophecy in view
of the conflicting views of Evangelical interpreters.
There is much well-balanced teaching in the chapter on "The
Limits of Controversy." While controversy is plainly necessary, it

460

The Gospel Magazine

should always be thoroughly courteous and kind, while at the same
time firmness should mark those who are valiant for the truth. He
quotes John Trapp as saying, " We ~must take heed we neither make
censure's whip nor charity's cloak too long" (p. 92).
The last chapter is on " The Limits of Co-operation." Although he
deals with the subject in a very judicial spirit we gather that he feels
that decided Evangelicals cannot rightly co-operate with Sacerdotalists and Modernists. Though walking apart we should nevertheless
walk humbly and kindly.
Without endorsing every expression, we feel that this little volume
is much more on the old Evangelical lines than many of the books
now written.
SHALL I Go TO CONFESSION? By the late Rev. W. H. Griffith
Thomas, D.D. Pp. 16. Price 2d.; postage Id. (The Protestant
Truth Society, 31 Cannon Street, London, E.CA.)
Dr. Griffith Thomas deals very exhaustively, clearly and scripturally
with the subject of Confession, in this excellent pamphlet. Unlike
the writings of some scholars, Dr. Griffith Thomas writes in such
a way that all who read can understand. We warmly commend
this pamphlet.
CONNECTION WITH GODLY FAMILIES.
(From Bishop J. C. Ryle's " Expository Thoughts" on Luke vii. 1-10.)
"WE should notice, finally, in these verses, the advantage of being
connected with godly families. We need no clearer proof of this than
the case of the centurion's servant. We see him cared for in sickness.
We see him restored to health through his master's intercession. We
see him brought under Christ's notice through his master's faith.
Who can tell but the issue of the whole history was the conversion
and salvation of the man's soul? It was a happy day for that servant
when he first took service in such a household.
" Well would it be for the Church, if the benefits of connection with
'the household of faith,' were more frequently remembered by professing Christians. Often, far too often, a Christian parent will
hastily place his son in a position where his soul can get no good, for
the sake of mere worldly advantage. Often, far too often, a Christian
servant will seek a new place, where religion is not valued, for the
sake of a little more wages. These things ought not so to be. In all
our moves, our first thought should be the interest of our souls. In
all our settlements, our chief desire should be to be connected with
godly people. In all our scheming and planning, for ourselves or our
children, one question should ever be uppermost in our minds: 'What
shall it profit to gain the whole world and lose our own souls?' Good
situations, as they are called, are often godless situations, and ruin
to all eternity those who take them."

