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.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OORINTffiANS i. 4.

"THE LORD'S PRESENT AND FUTURE APPROVAL
OF HIS WITNESSES."
(A CLIFTON CONFERENCE ADDRESS BY THE EDITOR, ON THURSDAY
MORNING, OCTOBER 5TH, 1899.)
MR. ORMISTON, DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-I feel it a very great
privilege to be here as a listener at the Clifton Conference. I have
never before had the privilege of attending a Conference at Clifton,
but I have long heard of your meetings, and I have long had a
great regard for the convener, although we had never spoken to
each other till yesterday. I also feel it a great privilege not only
to be permitted to be here as a listener, but also as a speaker,
and I trust, as the LORD Himself has opened the way for me to
be present, He will enable me to say a word in season at this
morning's Conference. As the time allotted to me is necessarily
short, I shall at once approach the subject and ask you to consider,
"The LORD'S Present and Future Approval of His Witnesses."
You have heard something of the witnesses, and you have heard
a great deal concerning the testimony they are privileged and
bound to bear, if they are faithful to Him. Now, this morning,
we are to consider something of the present and future approval
of His faithful servants.
1. In the first place, I should like to say that the LORD'S approval
of His servants' testimony is the CHIEF thing about which' a faithful
witness is to be concerned. The Apostle Paul, who himself was a
faithful witness for the Truth of GOD, when he was coming to the
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end of his pilgrimage, wrote to a young man who had already
'been an earnest witness for the truth, and said, "Study to show
. thyself approved unto GOD, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth." And so the
apostle's injunction to his son in the faith, Timothy, was that the
great aim of his life should be to show himself approved, not unto
men, but unto GOD Himself, and that must necessarily be the
aim of all faithful witnesses. We value the approval of GOD'S
people, and it is a great encouragement from time to time to hear
that our testimony to the truth is responded to in the hearts of
those who love the truth, but our chief aim is to have the Divine
approval, to have the smile of the Faithful Witness Himself, the
LORD JESUS CHRIST.
1. Now in proceeding to enforce this thought upon our minds,
I would first of all ask you to notice that the LORD J ESUS Himself
regarded the Divine approval as the chief thing. When He was a
mere child He said, "I must be about My FATHER'S business."
While He was engaged in His public ministry, He said, "I came
down from heaven not to do Mine Own will, but the will of Him
that sent Me." "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me
and to finish His work"; and when He came to the end of His
earthly career, He was able to say, " I have glorified Thee on the
earth, I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do."
Why was it that the LORD JESUS ever sought to please His FATHER,
to glorify His Name, and to do. His will ~ Was it not because He
regarded His FATHER'S approval as the chief thing ~ He thought
more of that than anything else, and so His one aim throughout
His earthly ministry was to glorify His FATHER and to do His will.
2. Secondly, notice that the apostles regarded their Lord's approval
as the chief thing. Look at Peter and John when they were brought
before the Jewish Sanhedrim. They were forbidden any longer to
bear testimony to the truth of GOD, but their answer was this,
" Whether it be right in the sight of GOD to hearken unto you,
more than unto GOD, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the
things which we have seen and heard." Thus they felt bound to
bear testimony to the truth which had been deposited in them, so
to speak, by the LORD Himself. And also, when the other apostles
were imprisoned, and afterwards brought before the same Council,
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and asked this question, "Did not we straitly command you that
ye should not teach in this Name, and, behold, ye have filled
Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's
blood upon us ? "-their answer was very similar, "We ought to
obey GOD rather than men." Thus they too felt that they should
seek only to please GOD, because they believed that the Divine
approval was the chief thing. The same thing was true in the
case of the Apostle Paul. He said, in the Epistle to the Galatians,
"Do I seek to please men 1 For if I yet pleased men, I should
not be the servant of CHRIST." I t is impossible for a man to be
a true servant of CHRIST, if in his testimony he please all men.
" Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of you," the LORD
Himself hath said. His testimony was infallible, for it was always
uttered in the right spirit, yet He failed to please the great majority.
The multitude rejected Him. And so if a man says, as I have
heard some men say, " Oh, we have no trouble in our parish, we
are always able to work smoothly, everybody has a good word for
us," that is an evidence that he is not bearing faithful Christian
testimony, for it is not possible to please GOD and please all men
at the same time. The world cannot tolerate absolute truth, the
world cannot tolerate absolute purity. When GOD in the Person
of His SON walked this earth, when purity and truth in absolute
perfection appeared among men, it was cast out of the holy City of
GOD as worthless and as that which could not be tolerated. And
so the more closely we approximate to the life, and character,
and testimony of the LORD JESUS Himself, the more must we
expect to bear the treatment which He Himself had to bear. The
Apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Thessalonians uses these words,
" As we were allowed of GOD to be put in trust with the Gospel,
even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but GOD, which trieth our
hearts." And so, if we are to be like the great Witness Himself,
if we are to be like the first witnesses of the truth after His resurrection, then we must regard the Divine approval as the chief
thing about which we are to be concerned.
3. Thirdly, notice that if we regard the Divine approval as the
chief thing, we must expect to suffer. The LORD JESUS had to
suffer. "He was despised and rej ected of men, a Man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief." He told His brethren, "The world
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cannot hate you, but Me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the
works thereof are evil." And though He testified that which He
had seen and heard of His FATHER, yet it is said, " No man receiveth
His testilllony," that is to say, most men did not receive His
testimony. "He came unto His own, and His own received Him
not." So we find that at the end of His life the opposition against
His testimony had so gathered volume that the Church rejected
Him, the State rejected Him, and the world rejected Him.. The·
Chief Priests and Scribes adjudged Him to be guilty of blasphemy
and condemned Him to death. Herod with his men-of-war mocked
Him and rejected Him. Pilate ordered Him to be crucified; and
the multitude cried, " Away with Him, away with Him! Let Him
be crucified." Now, if we are to walk in His steps, bearing testimony as He bore it, then-what does the apostle say in the Epistle
to the Hebrews ~-" Let us go forth unto Him without the camp,
bearing His reproach"; let us seek by the grace of the LORD
JESUS CHRIST to identify ourselves with Him, when Scribes and
Pharisees, and Church, and State, and world all rejected Him
(when even His FATHER for a moment seemed to have hidden His
face from Him), for this must necessarily be experienced more or
less by all who are faithful to the truth of GOD in these dark days.
11. Secondly, I would ask you to notice that the LORD'S approval
is a present thing. It is the chief thing about which we are to be
concerned; it is also a· present thing. Now at first sight that
seems to be contradictory of what I have already said, that if a
man be faithful in these degenerate times he must expect to be
ca~t out by the world, and despised and rej ected even by professing Christians, and sometimes by Christians themselves. For we
need to remember that the apprehension of Divine Truth is greater
in the minds of some than in the minds of others; and those
who drink most deeply into the Truth of GOD, and who, as a result
of communion with GOD and the daily study of His Word, grasp
more clearly and fully the deep truth of the Word of GOD, those,
I say, arrive at an apprehension of the truth larger and greater
than other Christians who neglect their Bibles, and who devote
their time to other things, the result being that full-grown Christians
are often despised and rej ected by less-instructed Christians, and
real children of GOD persecute other members of the Household of
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Faith. But, notwithstanding all this, there is the approval now
of the LORD JESUS. The Great Faithful Witness approves His
people now, and mingled with their trials and sufferings. is the
smile of their LORD and MASTER. Observe also that the LORD
Jesus Himself had His FATHER'S approval during His earthly life.
The FATHER approved the SON; He approved Him throughout the
whole of His earthly career! When He was a child "The grace
of GOD was upon Him." At the commencement of His public
ministry" GOD anointed Him with the HOLY GHOST and with
power," another token of Divine approval. Again; GOD said,
"This is My Beloved SON, in Whom I am well pleased," thus
owning Him as His SON, another indication of His approval. He
gave Him power to resist the devil; for it was in the fulness of the
power of the HOLY GHOST that JESUS went up into the wilderness
to be tempted of the devil. Moreover, by the ministry of angels
at the close of our LORD'S temptation, and in the garden of
Gethsemane the FATHER gave further tokens of approval to His
beloved SON. No wonder, then, that the Apostle Peter described
Him as "JESUS of Nazareth, a Man approved of GOD among you
by miracles, and wonders, and signs, which GOD did by Him in
the midst of you."
GOD approved of Him by the wonderful miracles which, in the
power of the. SPIRIT of GOD, He wrought. GOD enabled Him to
work these wonderful miracles and to bear testimony to that truth
which He was daily and hourly receiving from His FATHER, for
there are many passages of Scripture in the Gospel of John which
show He was constantly listening to hear what the FATHER said to
Him, and what He heard from the FATHER He communicated to
men. "GOD in these last days hath spoken unto us by His SON."
At His transfiguration GOD said, "This is My Beloved SON, hear
.ye Him," and, when He was dead and buried, GOD showed His
approval by raising Him from the dead. What is true of the
LORD is more or less true of all His faithful witnesses. Notice,
therefore that all faithful witnesses have their LORD'S present approval.
1. First of all, CHRIST shows this by owning them as His witnesses.
He says, "Ye shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea" (Acts i. 8, R.V.). Thus He owns His people as His
witnesses. I should think it must bean immense help for· an

420

The Gospel Magazine

ambassador when he goes forth to a foreign land to feel that he
has got the Queen· beJrind him. So it is for an ambassador of
CHRIST. It must be a great help to him to remember that the
LORD of glory supports him. He does not bear a testimony that
is his own, but he is Divinely commissioned as an ambassador of
the LORD JESUS CHRIST to deliver the Divine message, and he is
owned as a witness by the LORD, even if he be disowned of men.
2. Again, the LORD JESUS owns them as His people. "He is not
ashamed to call them brethren," and He has sent forth His Spirit
into their hearts, so that "the Spirit beareth witness with their
spirits that they are the children of GOD." What an immense
comfort to a witness in all the trials which he has to face, as he
labours in the LORD'S vineyard, to know and to have the full
assurance in his own heart that he is one of the children of GOD,
one of the .heirs of glory, "chosen in CHRIST before the foundation
of the world."
3. But, again, the LORD JESUS shows His approval of His witnesses
by giving them courage to testify. It is no easy matter to stand
forth and bear testimony to the truth of GOD; it is no easy matter
especially in these days. It seems to me that we are living in
days of increasing darkness. Some people. imagine that the world
-is getting better, but my conviction is that the teaching of Scripture
is that it will get worse and worse until the LORD Himself appears.
" As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days
of the SON OF MAN." "For the time will come when they will
not endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears." And so if a
man keeps to the old paths and proclaims the old truths, if he
remains steadfast, men will rej ect him, and will say, "How is it
that this man will not go with the times ~" But we have no
business to go with the times, we have got the Word of GOD, the
unchangeable Word of GOD, and we have no business to declare
any. other message than the message which the LORD Himself
declared, and which He instructed His apostles to deliver. Whatever the times may be, our business is to declare the Gospel of
the grace of GOD.
Now, the LORD shows His approval by giving His witnesses
courage to testify. When Peter and John were forbidden to preach
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in the Name of JESUS, we are told "they went to their own
company." It is a great comfort to have your" own company" to
go to. We can come to our own company in such a Conference
as this, and we can be cheered by mutual help. Well, they had
a prayer meeting, and they said, " LORD, behold their threatenings
and grant unto Thy servants that with all boldness they may speak
Thy Word by stretching forth Thy hand to heal, and that signs
and wonders may be done by the Name of Thy Holy Child JESUS."
And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where "they
were assembled together, and they were all filled with the HOLY
GHOST, and they spake the Word of GOD with boldness." The
HOLY GHOST is for GOD'S people now as then, and" of His fulness
do we all receive and grace for grace." Thus we have power and
courage to testify.
4. Next, the LORD owns their testimony. "The LORD gave
testimony to the word of His grace," with signs following. I have
not time to dwell upon it, or I might point you to several passages
of GOD'S Word. We know how on the day of Pentecost testimony
was given and was abundantly owned of the LORD. We know how
the Apostle Paul was favoured with the LORD'S approval of His
testin10ny. "Some believed the things which were spoken, and
some believed not." Thus there is encouragement as well as
discouragement.
5. Further, observe that He stands by the testifier. Look how
He stood by the apostles. When they were put in prison, He
sent an angel and set them free, and the angel said, "Go, stand,
and speak in the temple all the words of this life." Then He took
care of His witnesses afterwards. He raised up Gamaliel to say,
" Refrain from these men, and let them alone." There was one
man who persecuted His people, and either he imprisoned them
or put them to death, so the LORD converted him! That was
another token of approval. He stood by His witnesses by converting one of the most virulent and bitter of persecutors. See,
too, how He stood by Peter when he was imprisoned; and by
Paul when he was in Rome. He says, " No man stood with me,
but the LORD stood with me, and strengthened me, that by me
the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles
might hear, and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion."
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So again when Paul was at Corinth, the LORD said to him, "Be
not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace, for I am with thee,
and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee, for I have much people
in this city." Thus the LORD stands by His people now, and
thereby He indicates that He approves of their testimony.
6. Lastly, observe that the LORD shows His present approval of
His servants, by giving therJ~ further opportunities of bearing testimony. Listen to these words: "The night following the LORD
stood by him (Paul), and said, Be of good cheer, Paul, for as
thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness
also at Rome" (Acts xxiii. 11).
Ill. I must, however, ask you to notice, thirdly, that the LORD'S
approval is a future thing. There is more to follow. If you
receive blessing now, and tokens of His grace, and mercy, and
favour, it is an earnest that you will receive a superabundance of
blessing hereafter. This was true in the experience of our LORD
Himself. The FATHER approved of His SON here, and when He
had finished His work on earth, "GOD highly exalted Him, and
. gave Him a Name which is above every name." And it was in
anticipation of the Divine approval that, " For the joy that was set
before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of GOD." And so the
LORD will hereafter approve. He will approve by words of commendation. He will say, "Well done, thou good and faithful
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy LORD," and He will approve
and show His approval by a reward. "Thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things." That
man who is "faithful unto death '.' receives the" crown of life."
" When the Chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a crown
of glory that fadeth not away." " I have fought a good fight, I
have kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness" when the LORD appears again. And so there are
rewards for the people of GOD. There is a story told (briefly let
me tell it) of a ticket collector on a New York platform who
required a large crowd bound for Boston to show their tickets.
Many grumbled. When most of the crowd had passed, a gentleman said to the ticket collector: "You do not seem to be very
popular with this crowd." "I do not care about being popular
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with them," he answ,ered, " all I care about is to be popular with
that man up there," pointing to the superintendent's office.. We,
too, ought not to care so .much, or be concerned about being
popular with the crowd, popular with men, but to see to it that
we are popular with the MAN upon the Throne, CHRIST JESUS.
Do not let us trouble ourselves about earthly preferments,
though we are naturally indignant and grieved that, in the Church
of England, men that are disloyal to the Church are being placed
in positions of dignity, and are filling the Church of England with
men who know not the truth. We are right in complaining about
this as citizens, but as for ourselves, we have no selfish motives in
the matter, our promotion is hereafter. 'Ye look for it when the
LORD shall say, "Well done, good and faithful servant." So, then,
let us go forward, we who are GOD'S witnesses. Remember," If
GOD be for us, who can be against us ?" Nothing shall separate
us from the love of CHRIST. Shall persecution, distress, tribulation ?
" I am persuaded," says the apostle, "that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of GOD" (that is Divine
approval)-.the love of GOD, " which is in CHRIST JESUS our LORD."
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

QUEEN ELIZABETH AND HOLY SCRIPTURE.
"IN Volume I of the Rev. C. Bridges' Exposition of the Book of
Proverbs (p. 22), the author says, ' The following relic of our renowned
Elizabeth will be read both with interest and profit. It was written
on a blank leaf of a black-letter edition of St. Paul's Epistles, which
she used during her lonely imprisonment at W oodstock. The volume
itself, curiously embroidered from her own hand, is preserved in the
Bodleian.-" August. I walk many times into the pleasant fields of
the Holy Scriptures, where I pluck up the goodlisome herbs of sentences
by pruning, eat them by reading, chew them by musing, and lay
them up at length in the high seat of memorie, by gathering them
together, that so, having tasted their sweetness, I may the less perceive
the bitterness of this miserable life." , "-(Miss Strickland's " Queens
of England," vi, 113.)
,
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"YET I WILL REJOICE."

" Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in
the vines,. the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall
yield no meat,. the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there
shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will joy in the God of my salvation."-HABAKKuK iii. 17, 18.
THE prophet wrote these words under the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost. The confidence in God which they express was Divinely
implanted in his heart. The prospect of being shut off from all
temporal supplies did not daunt him, because He was Divinely
enabled to rely upon the power and faithfulness of the Lord his
God.
Let no Christian think or speak flippantly of being in such or
similar circumstances. No one knows while in prosperity how he
would bear up under circumstances either identical or similar to
those referred to by the prophet. Experience shows that absolute
despair may easily overwhelm, at least for a time, the most devoted
servant of God, when he is faced with circumstances in connection
with which deliverance seems absolutely impossible. We all need,
therefore, to remember the warning words of the apostle, "Let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
The words of the prophet, however, were written for our learning,
"that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope" (Rom. xv. 4). Let us by the Spirit's guidance and
aid seek so to consider them that they may prove spiritually
profitable to us.
1. First, the words suggest the strong confidence which the prophet
had in God when everything around seemed hopeless.
We do not know that he was actually brought into these circumstances, but he was enabled to express his strong faith in the
power, faithfulness/and goodness of God, should such circumstances
arise. He supposes a time of severe famine, when there would be
no figs, grapes, nor olive berries on the trees; when there would
be no grass for the cattle and no corn for human food; when the
flock would be cut off from the sheepfold, and the cattle from the
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stalls; when, in fact, there would be no food for the supply of
human needs, and when starvation and death would stare men in
the face. "Yet," he says, "though such a state of things should
arise, I will still rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my
salvation."
This is real faith. This is real confidence in God. It trusts not
in princes, it has no confidence in man. It trusts only "in the
living God, Who giveth us richly all things to enjoy" (1 Tim. vi. 17).
It says, "Behold, God is my Salvation; I will trust, and not be
afraid" (Isa. xii. 2). It says,·" God is our Refuge and Strength,
a very present Help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though
the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into
the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof"
(Ps. xlvi. 1-3). This is a faith to be prayed for. Mercifully the
circumstances referred to by the prophet and by the inspired
psalmist do not necessarily come into the experience of all God's
people, but it is well for us if in trials less severe we are enabled
to trust in our God at all times. Timid and fearful saints are
prone to give way to morbid fears, and to imagine the arrival of
the most awful calamities. The faith in God, however, which
characterized the prophet, enabled him to put aside all fears and
evil forebodings, and his mind was kept in perfect peace, being
stayed on the Lord. When Luther was summoned to appear at
the Diet of Worms, on Jan. 6th, 1921, his friends, fearing for his
safety, tried to dissuade him from going, but strong in faith and
courage he said, "He would go, though there should be as many
devils at Worms, as there were tiles upon the houses."
It is a mercy if the Lord endows us with such strong confidence.
2. Secondly, the words of the prophet suggest that his confidence was
based partly on his past and present experience of God's saving mercy.

He says, "I will joy in the God of my salvation." He had
already experienced God's saving mercy. The Apostle Paul bases
his teaching on justification by faith in Christ, on the teaching of
this inspired prophet. (See Rom. i. 17; Gal. iii. 11; Hab. ii. 4 ;
see also Heb. x. 38.)
Doubtless the prophet had experienced God's justifying mercy
through a coming Redeemer. He was assured that God had saved
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him by grace through faith in Christ. Hence he could speak of
God as " the God of his salvation." But he could also, no doubt,
_ say that He was the God of his temporal salvation. Day by day
he had been saved from many temporal perils and his temporal
needs had been su,pplied. The God, therefore, Who had saved
would still save. He was always the God of the prophet's salvation. Hence though famine of the extremest kind should arise, and
the prophet's case seem absolutely hopeless, he would still believe
in the saving p.ower of his Covenant God.
The experience of other saints would fortify him in thi~ belief
and confidence.. How absolutely hopeless was Israel's case when
they were pursued and overtaken by Pharaoh and his chariots.
But Moses was inspired to say, "Fear ye not, stand still, and see
the salvation of the Lord, which He will show you to-day: for
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again
no more for ever." All the host of Pharaoh were overwhelmed
in the sea. "There remained not so much as one of them " ;
"Thus the Lord saved Israel" when their salvation seemed
impossible (Exod. xiv. 13, 28, 30).
How hopeless was Elijah's case when he was sent to the brook
Cherith, and subsequently to the poor widow at Zarephath. From
a human point of view he was likely to perish in the famine, but the
Lord said, "I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there,"
and, later, "I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain
thee." The woman had only a handful of meal in a barrel, and
a little oil in a cruse, but with God all things are possible. Nothing
is too difficult for Him. Hence" the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord,
which He spake by Elijah." (See 1 Kings xvii. 4, 9, 12, 16.)
The Prophet Habakkuk no doubt knew of these remarkable
instances of God's saving power, besides others recorded in Scripture.
Israel's God and Elij ah's God was his God, and he could reason
rightly that the God Who saved Israel at the Red Sea and Elijah
in the great famine, could and would save him in circumstances
which, humanly speaking, were hopeless. He may have had many
experiences in his own life of God's saving power, and he was
enabled therefore to say, " Yet "-" yet I will joy in the God of
my salvation."
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Surprising and astonishing are the ways of God. By means
totally unexpected by us He may display His saving mercy.
~. Thirdly, the words of the prophet suggest confidence in the
unlimited power of God.
Job said, " I know that Thou canst do everything" (Job xlii. 2).
There is nothing He cannot do. The Angel Gabriel said to J\iary,
" With God nothing shall be impossible" (Luke i. 37). Our Lord
said, " With God all things are possible" (Matt. xix. 26). Jeremiah
said, "Ah, Lord God! behold Thou hast made the heaven and the
earth, by Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is
nothing too hard for Thee" (J er. xxxii. 17).
There is no doubt, then, that God's power is unlimited. There
is no need He cannot supply, .no difficulty He cannot solve, no
danger He cannot avert. He is "the Almighty God." We have
no might and no wisdom of our own. We are often brought to the
end of our resources and see no way out of our difficulties, but our
God can, if it pleases Him, command deliverance and He can do
seemingly impossible things.
Abraham's experience bears testimony to this truth. The birth
of Isaac was seemingly impossible, but Abraham " staggered not
at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith,
giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that, what He
had promised, He was able also to perform" (Rom. iv. 20, 21).
How strong was his faith later on when in effect he offered up
Isaac, " accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from
the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure" (Heb.
xi. 17-19). He had bound Isaac on the altar. He had stretched
forth his hand and had taken the knife to slay his son. In another
moment Isaac would have been dead, but just then the Lord
intervened and Isaac was saved, and both father and son were
filled with joy and comfort.
" Just in the last distressing hour
The Lord displays delivering power:
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."
(Watts.)

Let us take comfort, then, in the full assurance of the unlimited
power of our God.
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4. Fourthly, the words of the prophet probably indicate also his
confidence in the faithfulness of God.
He is the "God that cannot lie" (Titus i. 2). He is "the
faithful God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy with them that
love Him" (Deut. vii. 9). "He is faithful that promised" (Heb.
xii. 23).
We can therefore be sure that He will keep all His promises.
The salvation of Israel at the Red Sea was involved in the promise
to Abraham that his seed would come back to the land of Canaan.
The birth of Isaac was promised; hence nothing could prevent its
taking place. The feeding of Elij ah by the ravens and by the
widow was promised; therefore it would certainly take place,
however unlikely. Isaac was bound to be delivered on Mount
Moriah, either by Divine intervention preventing his death, or by
his being Divinely raised from the dead. His life was necessary in
order that God might fulfil His promise to Abraham of a Seed
through Whom all the families of the earth would be blessed.
All God's promises, then, however seemingly impossible of fulfilment, are absolutely sure of being performed.
Some of His promises are general, and some are special and
particular. All the special promises will certainly and exactly be
fulfilled, but general promises may be fulfilled in a variety of
ways. Our Lord says, " How much more shall your Father which
is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him?" (Matt.
vii. 11). We may be sure that He will give us "good things" in
answer to our prayers, but He surely is to be the Judge as to
what is good for us. We know that His ears are open to our
prayers, but we have no unqualified promise that His answers to
our prayers will in all cases be such as we would desire. We dare
not blot out of our Bibles the words, " This is the confidence that
we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will
He heareth us" (1 John v. 14). Yet He often does answer our
prayers precisely in the way we have desired. All His people, no
doubt, can bear testimony to remarkable and definite answers to
special prayers, and we have every encouragement to cry unto
Him for definite and 'precise favours, always remembering that we
should pray in submission to His will.
"That a comforting promise that is in the Psalms, "He will

The Gospel Magazine

429

fulfil the desire of them that fear Him: He also will hear their
cry, and will save them" (Ps. cxlv. 19).
Of this there can be no doubt, that God will supply all the
needs of His people, that He will never leave thelll, nor forsake
them, and that nothing can separate them from His love. He
will ever keep them in His mighty hand and bring them all to
glory. They are always warranted, therefore, in saying, "I will
joy in the God of my salvation."
They are always warranted to rejoice in Him as their onlnipotent
God, their faithful God, their compassionate God, their pitying
God, their pardoning God, their eternally merciful God, their God
Whose love to them is unfailing and unalterable, their God Who
never leaves them, and Who has not appointed them to wrath,
" but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. v. 9).
Thus the words of the prophet are intended to stimulate the
faith of God's people in all ages and under all circumstances.
" Though vine nor fig-tree neither
Their wonted fruit should bear,
Though all the field should wither,
Nor flocks nor herds be there ;
Yet God the same abiding,
His praise shall tune my voice;
For while in Him confiding,
I cannot but rejoice! "
(Cowper.)
THE EDITOR.

STRICT WALKING.
" STRICT walking is much despised in these days, but rest assured,
dear reader, it is both the safest and the happiest. He who yields a
point or two to the world is in fearful peril; he who eats the grapes of
Sodom will soon drink the wine of Gomorrah. A little crevice in the
seabank in Holland lets in the sea, and the gap speedily swells till a
province is drowned.
" WorIdly conformity, in any degree, is ~ snare to the soul, -and makes
it luore and more liable to presumptuous sins. . . . Things doubtful
we need not doubt about; they are wrong to us. Things tempting
we must not dally with, but flee from them with speed. Better be
sneered at as a Puritan than be despised as a hypocrite. Careful
walking may involve much self-denial, but it has pleasures of its
own which are more than a sufficient recompense."-C. H. Spurgeon.
29
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WELLSPRINGS.
" For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not
ashamed: for I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against
that day."-2 TIMOTHY i. 12.

OUR text declares great. and unassailable truths, and enforces the
necessity of knowing them to our salvation and the blessedness of
those to whom this knowledge has been imparted. There are knowledge and persuasion necessary to salvation, and such revelation which
comes from God the Holy Spirit alone. They stand out in contradistinction to the ignorance and darkness of the natural mind which
is enmity against God. The believer seeks to bring every thought
into captivity to the obedience of Jesus Christ. How different from
the gross ignorance and darkness· of the carnal mind! How often
one hears from the people of the world around us, "we don't know
for certainty anything till we die; nobody knows." It is that which
brings the poor deluded Papists into such awful bondage and fear
and dread of death, with the threatening purgatory beyond. But
we, blessings on His holy name, are addressing ourselves to the people
of God, in the language of the Spirit-taught apostle, and he had his
knowledge of himself and his dear Redeemer revealed from heaven,
which he would not have yielded up for ten thousand worlds, and which
he could confidently with all humility preach to others. Beloved
reader, let us betake ourselves to the great Revealer of secrets and beg
of Him this sacred and thrice holy, happy knowledge, and that, having
imparted it to us, He will watch over the deposit of it in our hearts
an~ preserve us from the wiles of the great enemy of souls, who is
ever seeking to harass, perplex, and annoy those he cannot destroy.
There is no intrigue nor device which that subtle foe is not capable
of bringing to bear upon the children of God. He watches his every
opportunity-takes advantage of the moment, and acts according to
his subtle knowledge. He can, as the occasion affords, bring " railing
accusations" against the poor stricken overwhelmed soul. He comes
when the child of God is in a low state of health, and hence weak to
combat the forces against him.· He comes with plausible suggestions,
and argues that we are living in a different age, and must adapt ourselves to circumstances and conditions. Elasticity in belief and practice
must be allowed. Wemust conform more to .the ways and customs
before us, and it is for the child of God to go into the world and associate
with its followers to influence and win them. Oh, the subtlety of it all!.
All of which our Spirit-taught readers will know is contrary to the
teaching of the written Word, which tells us to "Love not the world,"
and to " Come out from among them and touch not the unclean thing."
He comes, too, with that little word" if," which is forged in hell,
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and he tempts the poor doubting soul with it. He comes when we
are off our watchtower, and how soon like poor Peter, boasting" though
all men deny Thee, yet will not I," we fall. He comes to sow doubts
into the soul of the poor harassed and cast-down soul. He comes to
suggest we ought to be more charitable and look upon all sects and
denominations as good in their way and all making for one end! He
comes bringing a great fight of afflictions in his train, and the good
soldier of Jesus Christ never finds a time nor opportunity when he may
well put off his armour !
But better suffer all these things, beloved, ,and be wrought upon
and preserved by the Holy Spirit (for none teacheth like Him) than
to go on as did poor Ignorance, who could talk and boast great things
and plenty of head-knowledge in his replies to Hopeful and Christian,
but whose awful end was apparent when he reached the gate of the
Celestial City, and had nothing to recommend him. He held not the
king's certificate. "Then I saw," wrote the holy dreamer, "that
there was a way to hell even from the gates of heaven, as well as from
the City of Destruction."
Let us now address ourselves to our text and dwell upon the blissful
knowledge of those taught of God, and Who alone are confident and
happy. There are things from the precious Word of truth which are
essential and blessed to know, and which belong as heavenly inwrought
possessions to every child of God. 'Ve gather out a cluster of the
Word upon which we are dwelling in Job. What a rest it was for
that much and greatly tried servant of God! "I know that I shall be
justified." "I know that my Redeemer liveth." "I know that
Thou canst do everything" (xiii. 18; xix. 25; xlii. 2). And did not
David know to his blessed comfort and rest the absolute knowledge
of his God ~ "I know, also, my God," said he, "that Thou triest
the heart and hast pleasure in uprightness" (1 Chron. xxix. 17).
And does not every other follower of David rest under the searching,
trying, and turning out of the heart which is deceitful above all things
and desperately wicked ~ It is our God, Who is alone trying the
heart and leaving it to none other than Himself, to our mercy.
\Vith what glad exultation could the sweet Psalmist say amid all
his troubles and dangers, "Now I know that the Lord saveth His
anointed" (Ps. xx. 6), and because of the enemy not being allowed to
triumph over him, he could say, " By this I know that Thou favouredst
me" (xli. 11), and he re-echoed the same truth, though couched in
other words, "When I cry unto Thee, then shall mine enemies turn
back; this I know; for God is for me " (lvi. 9). David could also
declare, by the inwrought experience, Divinely granted him, "I
know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me" (cxix. 75). A truly blessed rest under the
afflictive hand of unerring wisdom and love, when a soul is brought
to that place of being still and knowing that He is his God. Faith is
encouraged and can confidently affirm as did the Psalmist, " I know
that the Lord will maintain the cause of the afflicted and the right of
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the poor" (cxl. 40). By the wisdom granted unto Solomon he was
enabled to declare in holy boldness, "I know' that, whatsoever God
doeth, it shall be for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor anything
- taken from it; and God doeth it, that men should fear before Him"
(Eccles. iii. 14), whilst relying upon that blessed knowledge of Him,
Who is perfect in all His dealings, he could rej oice as he recorded
under Divine inspiration. "Though a sinner do evil an hundred
times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be
well with them that fear God" (viii. 12).
Beloved, are you in this happy posture of mind and heart ~ Have
you been enabled to rest and say with the prophet Jeremiah (xi. 18),
" And the Lord hath given me knowledge of it and I know it" ~
Can you say with the man healed of his blindness, " One thing I know,
that whereas I was blind, now I see " ~ (John ix. 25.) That knowledge
will quicken you to newness of life and depths of experience, that you
will be using the words of the chief Apostle as you learn daily the
constant humblings of the old nature and the exaltations of a precious
Jesus, " For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good
thing; for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which
is good, I find not" (Rom. vii. 18). But your desire will ever be after
this Divine knowledge, not as having already attained, but to follow
on to know more and more of Him, Who is the alone satisfying portion
of His people.
This Divinely imparted, thrice-blessed knowledge, teaches that you
are a poor sinner and that Christ Jesus is the alone Saviour to Whom
you look and to Whom you cling. It enables you, amidst the shifting
scenes of time and all that is dying and passing around you, to say
in the language of our text, "I know Whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day." Oh, it is a blessed reality in the heaven~
born soul to arrive there! To have had one's eyes opened to see
oneself to be a sinner; to learn, though it be slow, painful, and
humbling, degrees of "the exceeding sinfulness of sin" in one's heart,
and to know that none but Jesus can do such an helpless one good.
It is a blessed thing too (although nature shrinks and recoils from its
discovery), but it is a blessed revelation when the Holy Spirit brings
home to the heart the real case and condition of the daily and sinful
wanderings and forsakings of the God we love. Bitter indeed is the
experience in the heaven-born soul to find the awful ramifications of
sin; the wily temptations of the great enemy of souls, and the daily
failures and sinnings.
But our gracious and all-compassionate God turns all these humbling
lessons to good account, gives us sweet for bitter, and causes the soul
to cry out, in her very abandonment on His unchangeable love and
mercy, for anything of all these dealings, rather than to be left. "Do
with me what Thou wilt," says the soul, " only leave me not; neither
forsake me, 0 God of my salvation."
May you and I, beloved fellow-pilgrims, never be left in our ignorance;
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nor permitted to go on blindly satisfied with our own self-righteousness.
How sad to have only a comfortable, respectable form of godliness,
whilst ignorant of the power thereof; to be resting in an outward
profession without the all-essential inward possession! What a mercy
to be preserved from inconsistencies of conduct, from conforming in
any way to the world, whereby we may make a weak brother to offend,
or cast a stumbling-block in his path. This gracious and heavenimparted knowledge will tend to keep His saints in humble walking
and often very little talking; it will create increasing thirst and
reaching out after the living God, and sustain in them the hope of
His calling and the ultimate end of all their pathway" through much
tribulation." It will enable them to their dying breath to say, " For
I know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day." He,
the Keeper of His saints, will present them faultless before His Father's
throne to be for ever with Him, His own blood-bought, redeemed,
and eternally blessed ones.
The grace-taught poet sweetly writes of this Divinely imparted
secret in the following lines :"Something once I seemed to have,
And to Jesus something gave,
Now I tell to great and small,
Jesus Christ is All in All.
" All
All
All
All

my
my
the
my

wisdom to direct,
power to protect.
merit I can claim,
hope is in His name.

" Bountiful is Zion's King,
All He is in everything;
Giveth eyes to see my way,
Will and pow'r to watch and pray.
"Will and
Will and
Will and
Glory be

pow'r to love the Lord,
pow'r to trust His Word,
pow'r to run the race,
unto His grace."

R.
" A THING that is useful maybe useful for some and not for others,
but a thing that is true remains true for all people and beyond the
end of time."-(Prof. Machen.)
" How happy and sovereignly blessed are those who have an interest
in this great and Sovereign Lord! Be the earth ever so unquiet, and
the tumult of it ever so boisterous and unruly, the LOI'd is above
them. He sits on the waters, as a prince in his chariot, guiding all as
He will. He is the great Dictator Whose word is the law indeed;
if He but say, 'Come,' 'Go,' 'Do this,' there needs no more."(EZisha OoZes.)
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Sermons anb N otefj of Setntons.
THE LILY AMONG THORNS.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.
"A.s the lily among thorns."-SONG OF SONGS ii. 2.

THESE two metaphors" the lily:: and" thorns" should be taken in
connection with the general teaching of the entire Song of Solomon.
What they suggest to one's mind when we read them is that the lily
represents the Bride of Christ, and that the world in which she at
present is, is represented by the metaphor thorns. The lily among
the thorns, the lily a pure, fragrant, lovely, and lowly plant: the
Church of God, the Bride of the Lamb, the Spouse of Christ, pure,
lovely, lowly. And when we so speak, we speak of the individual
believer also. That which is true of the whole is true of each heart.
Every believer in the Lord's sight is pure because he is beheld only
as he is in Christ. The purity of the lily, the whiteness of the lily (if
we take the English idea of the flower here spoken of): the Church
of Christ without spot or any such thing, holy in the Lord's sight,
perfectly holy. The people of God cannot be whiter than they are,
purer than they are, in Christ-; white as the wool-fleece, whiter than
snow itself which is the whitest thing we know of in creation" whiter than snow." And therefore there is a beautiful suitability
about this metaphor of the lily as re'presenting the blood-washed,
accepted, and grace-justified people of God as they are complete in
Christ, lacking nothing, perfect in His perfections. "Ye are complete in Him."
What a contrast, however, is suggested by the use of these two
metaphors in such close conjunction, beauty on the one hand, unloveliness-thorns-on the other. Comeliness in the lily, cruelty in the
thorns. Of course these thoughts are emphasized very remarkably
when we come to think of the Lord Jesus Himself. See Him hanging
on the cross amid the thorns, a robber on the right hand, and a robber
on the left hand; Himself numbered, with the transgressors, crowned
with thorns. There you have in perfection of metaphorical teaching
the Lily among the thorns. Never was there such a conjunction of
opposites as there on Calvary. But that which was true and is true
of Him thus beheld is in part, in its measure, true of His Bride also.
She, too, is the lily, her whiteness is His righteousness, all her loveliness
is His put upon her; she is comely because His comeliness is hers;
as He is, so is she in this world, pure, lovely, and lowly. But the lily
grows among the thorns. Here we have it. Its growth is not stayed
by the thorns, it is not overgrown of them, nor destroyed by them,
but she still is in the midst, unhurt, untouched, as lovely as ever,
as fragrant as ever. That thorn-bush, you remember, in the back
parts of the desert, aflame and yet not consumed because the Lord
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was in the midst of it, explains so much of the position of the Church
of the living God in a present evil world. The Church of God is
passing through, passing on, passing up, and passing out, and when
at the last she is brought forth into the predestinated wealthy place
she will be found there unscathed, unspotted by the evil world through
which she has pas.sed, holy and without blame before her Redeemer
in· love-His ·love. Yes, the people of God through grace in them
pass through this present evil world as not of it, as separated from it,
called out of it. In proportion as we practically follow Christ thus,
how delightful are we in His sight because we then are His witnesses
in a present evil world, we are the light in the darkness, we are the
'salt in the midst of corruption. These are the things that honour
Him and gladden His heart concerning His dear people. The lily
loses nothing of its fragrance although dwelling among thorns. Thus
the people of God are unto God a sweet savour of Christ.
In the second chapter of our Song, the sixteenth verse, we read of
the Lord feeding among the lilies. By feeding we understand
communion; He is partaking of them, delighting Himself in them.
Although the thorns surround and threaten, you see the Lord is not
hindered in His communion with the lilies-not hindered. The Lord
knows about the thorns, where they are, what they are. He 'Vho
was once crowned literally with thorns, He knows what thorns are,
and He can come to His lily in the midst of the thorns and deal lovingly,
tenderly, and suitably with the heart of His dear ones. So that
though sorrows and afflictions and troubles may multiply around
us on all sides, yet so far from hindering the Lord having fellowship with us, these things do but touch His heart and move Him to
come nearer to us, so that very often the thorny experiences of God's
people, sanctified. by His sufficient grace, are amongst the choicest
of His favours and the most distinguishing of His mercies. Hence
it is that the people of God are not uncontented or discontented with
their appointed lot; 'thorns and briers may beset them but they
have One with them Who spoils the hurt of the thorn, Who disarms
its power to touch His precious lilies, and so they are well kept at the
worst of times. Some of you maybe passing through the worst of
times, at any rate in your judgment the present times are the worst
of times, but be comforted by the assurance that the Lord is with
you, that He has not left and will not leave you, but in proportion
as the thorns of tribulation multiply upon you shall you find His
loving ministrations superabounding. Where the afflictions abound
the Lord's lovingkindnesses will superabound, and we would not
therefore be without the appointed thorns. And· they are appointed,
whatever form they take, and the Lord it is Who shapes our afflictions
for us, and always wisely He makes choice, and suitably He makes
choice of just those particular crosses which sanctified by His grace
nlake for our profit. It is He Who chooses our crosses for us and our
sorrows and tears for us so that sooner or later we bless Him for our
appointed crosses, we thank Him for the thorns. These are Heavenly
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appointments-Heavenly appointments, I say. All our afflictions,
you understand, children of God, have been settled in heaven for us.
They have been thought out by our Heavenly Father in His inscrutable wisdonl and in the tenderness of His love and so they come upon
us from above, they spring not of the earth. The afflictions of the
righteous are Heavenly in their origin, Heavenly in their operation,
Heavenly in their tendencies, and Heavenly in their results. So
that we bless the Lord by His grace that He is pleased to come and
feed among the lilies.
Then we find in the same Song, the sixth chapter and the second
verse, how He comes and gathers from time to time these His choice
plants, His lilies. " My Beloved is gone down into His garden, to
the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, and to gather lilies," from
which we conclude that the Lord is not purposing that His lilies should
always dwell among thorns, and here He plucks one and there another
from among the thorns. Oh, children of God, you who are bereaved
of loved ones, seek to look at the matter from this standpoint-that
the Lord has plucked this or that precious, precious lily from among
the thorns. There are no thorns yonder, thorns only grow upon the
soil of a sin-cursed earth-no thorns yonder. Oh, how blessed that
the Lord should thus come and gather His pleasant plants, which He
always does with tenderness, which He always does with a loving
hand. There is nothing violent about His methods, they are all so
gentle and so tenderly affectionate, He takes these lilies into His
Own bosom. These blood-bought, these blood-washed souls-they
are choice indeed to Him and He gathers them into His bosom. Then
,another thing we must not overlook is that He gives grace to the lilies
to be willing to be plucked; He gives grace to the saints to be willing,
when the Lord has so determined, to be plucked hence. They know,
they know well, that they are being plucked from among thorns and
briers, that they are being taken out of the scene of the curse, and
out of the sphere of the activities of sin in themselves and in the world
around them; they are willing. Yes, says the Song, or ever my soul
was aware I was gone, I had left all the sorrows and sicknesses and
sins behind. He carried me upon His willing wheels, His willing
chariot, and I fled at His call. So let us think of the Lord's departed
saints that they are gathered lilies which the Lord Jesus embosoms,
delighting in the fragrance of the graces which He perfected in them
whilst yet they dwelt among the thorns.
Thorns in Scripture, as we have often observed, represent painful
experiences. Now the Lord is pleased to make painful experiences
instructive to His people and so by the training of His people by
means of sanctified affliction and sorrow He fits them for service
down here in this world of thorns and briers. In the second chapter
of the Epistle to the Philippians there is an exhortation to the Lord's
people to be blameless and harmless, unspotted as lilies-" that ye
may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in
the midst' '-here we have the thorns and briers-" of a crooked
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and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
holding forth the Word of life." There is the position of those whose
afflictions are sanctified. See how the Lord equips them for service
ana. fits them to be leaders and teachers and comforters of others,
God's witnesses. That is why the Lord keeps His saints here for a
minute or at all-that it is His pleasure that they should be His
witnesses. It is not until they have severally completed their witnessship that He takes them hence, translates and transports them to
His Heavenly Paradise. "As the lily among thorns." So, although
the lilies be called to prove the grace of God by painful methods they
are largely profited by these processes. I suppose they could learn
in no other way, that is why the Lord has chosen that way because
no other would be better suited to their circumstances and to themselves than this upon which He has determined. One wonders sometimes that the afflictions of the righteous are so many, that the Lord
has left such a legacy of suffering to His blood-bought, beloved Church
on earth. Someone has said that inasmuch as the Lord Jesus bore in
the greatness of His love the sins of His people, He did, there must be
some weighty reason why He did not bear their sufferings and their
afflictions. Now the reason must be that in His Divine judgment,
that is, in His unerring judgment, it is a good thing that the saints
should be sufferers, that the saints should drink largely of the cup
of tribulation. He would have borne every trial for them, every
affliction, every cross, had it been best for them, but He did not do
so because it would not have been best for them. The Lord Jesus
always does the best thing that can be done for each one of His
exercised, afflicted people, for each one-for each one, for that brother
or that sister this morning in sorrow, the best thing because there
was nothing better that He could have done and therefore H~ did
the thing. As one of the people of God in Old Testament times who
had tasted of the bitter cup of tribulation said, "Himself hath done
it." That pacified all questionings, all the active inquiries of the
natural mind. "Himself hath done it," therefore it is well done, it
has been wisely done; although I may not yet be able to see as with
the clear light of midday why He hath done as He has done, yet I
trust Him, yea, "though He slay me yet will I trust in Him." I
cannot, dare not, call into question the propriety of His Providence,
" Himself hath done it," and He doeth all things well.
Dear children of God, you may be cast down, probably you are;
I am sure you are more or less cast down from time to time because
of the way, the difficulties and hardships of the way by which the
Lord is leading you, but though He cause a casting down lIe never
yet in regard to the objects of His love cast one of them off. "Cast
down, but not destroyed," that is apostolic experience, it is the
experience of the Lord's dear Church to-day. These times on earth
are times of casting down indeed. No child of God pursues many
steps on his Heavenward journey without some obstacle, some
impediment, appearing in its course. He need walk delicately and
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vigilantly and .very prayerfully all the days of his sojourn' here on
earth. The enemy, too, is always on the alert, using a thousand busy
influences to turn aside the child of God from the narrow path. Oh,
we need great grace for these days when the road is so broad it is so
easy to be drawn into it, and it is so easy to go with the multitude.
It does need special grace to keep our feet in the narrow way, it does
need special grace to hold us up lest we slide, lest our feet slip, lest
we stumble. "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe," need be the
petition of our lips all the day long, "hold Thou me up, and I shall
be safe." And the Lord will give corresponding grace according to
the needs of His tried people. He never suffers them to exceed in
necessity what He has prepared in His bounty, and also never suffers
them to come short of the abundance He has laid up for them that
fear Him, and therefore, well is one of His titles· " God All-sufficient."
May that title be our daily portion in the apprehension of it, in the
proof of iir-God All-sufficient. ,Whatever betide, or whatever thorns
distress us, may we fall back upon what God is, God All-sufficient;
upon what God does, He is the God that doeth wonders; upon what
God has promised, He has promised that those who walk uprightly
shall not lack any good thing.
May the Lord apply the comfort of these great truths to any hearts
who need, who especially need, consolation, for Christ's sake.

"BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD."
(2 CORINTHIANS v. 20.)
CALVIN says on these words, " It is to be observed that Paul is here
addressing himself to believers. . He declares that he brings to them
every day this embassy. Christ, therefore, did not suffer merely that
He might once expiate our sins, nor was the Gospel appointed merely
with a view to the pardon of those sins which we committed previously
to baptism, but that, as we daily sin, so we might, also, by a daily
remission, be received by God into His favour. For this is a continued embassy, which must be assiduously sounded forth in the
Church, till the end of the world; and the Gospel cannot be preached,
unless remission of sins is promised."-(Oalvin's Oommentaries.)
Dr. Gill says, '" Be ye reconciled to God'; you, who are new
creatures, for whom Christ has died, and peace is made; you, the
members of the Church at Corinth, who upon a profession of faith
have been taken into such a relation."
It "rill be noticed that both these commentators teach that the
words, "Be ye reconciled to God," are addressed not, as comnl0nly
supposed, to the unconverted, but to believers, to those who are new
creatures in Ohrist. They need constantly to appropriate that reconciliation to God which has been effected by " the death of His Son"
(Ronl. v. 10).
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and low, rich and poor, one with another" have this exhorta:tion laid upon them-"Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving." It is an uplifting beginning to a service to have as a first
hymn, " All people that on earth do dwell." It is at once a direction
to "the Rock that is higher than 1." It is God Who has made us
and not we ourselves, "we are His people and the sheep of His
pasture."
I had a momentary sense of this one day, and with it a gentle
confidence that He would therefore not leave me. It is, as we all
know, the hundredth Psalm in which we are enjoined to "enter
into His gates with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise:
be thankful unto Him and speak good of His Name, for the Lord is
good." It is headed a " Psalm of praise." I notice that the ninetysecond Psalm is called "A psalm or song for the Sabbath. Day."
The ninetieth is a prayer of l\1oses, the man of God. The fifty-ninth
was written by David when Saul, wishing to kill him, had his house
watched. The first and second Psalms are neither praise nor prayer,
but are rather epitomes of the doctrines which the psalmist learned
as he went through the depths and heights' of the succeeding one
hundred and forty-eight, until he comes to the abounding hallelujahs
at the close. May my last end be like his.
The word of God by Solomon tells us that a good man leaves an
inheritance unto his children's children, and it was indeed a vast
portion that David left. There was a kingdom; there was an untold
amount of gold, silver, and precious stones, and materials of all sorts
for the building of the Temple. Alas, for the " exceeding magnifical "
structure, it had only reached the second generation when it began
to be despoiled.
Rehoboam removed the shields of gold, and sub
stituted shields of brass (as Laud did when he introduced ceremonial
to take the place of doctrine). But David left also an inheritance
which has endured for ever, and those to-day, who love the Lord
because He has heard the voice of their supplications, who say that
they will confess their iniquity unto the Lord, and who breathe ten
thousand living laments, prayers, and thanks, are possessing their
own possessions in the words which the God of their life has written
for them by the pens of His servants. No ages have diminished the
wealth that was being laid up for generations to come when David
was being hunted and hounded, saved, enlarged, cheered, forgiven,
comforted, and restored; when he was praying, fearing, waiting,
praising, hoping, and singing. The psalms are the property of every
one alike whose "delight is in the law of the Lord." There were
those who complained when David said that all his followers should
part alike of the spoil which they took in battle. They thought it
unjust that they themselv;es who had been in the thick of the fight,
should get no more at the end of it than the poor things who had been
too weak to cross the brook Besor. But David knew the law of
" HIGH
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Moses and the mind of Christ better than that. Those that abide
by the stuff-" she that tarries at home divides the spoil "-was confirmed as an ordinance in Israel, and given a place in the sixty-eighth
psalm. So we read that David " sent of the spoil to the elders of Judah,
even to his friends to them that were in Bethel: to them that were
in South Ramoth," and to many another-to " all the places where
David and his men were wont to haunt." "All the places that David
and his men were wont to haunt," seems to describe the changing
experiences delineated in the psalms. Christ is in them, His people
are in them, haunting them. Christ" laid Him down and slept and
awaked, for the Lord sustained Him," when He was left behind in
Jerusalem at the age of twelve years, so some one has said. We see
His footsteps, we hear His voice in very many of the holy songs. We
know that with his disciples, after He had sung an hymn, He went
forth to the garden, to find expression to His sorrow in the dolours
of "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" But the
Lord was His Shepherd, as He is still of the men whose hearts He
has touched. From the first to the last He is there, and at the end
the one Hallelujah will be " Praise ye the Lord."
FOLLOWER-ON.
THE TESTIMONY OF THE LORD'S WITNESSES.
AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE MR. JAMES WRIGHT, OF ASHLEY DOWN
ORPHANAGES, GIVEN AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE ON WEDNESDAY
EVENING, OCTOBER 4th, 1899.
SHALL we read a few words in Acts x. 36 ?-" The word which God
sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ
(He is Lord of all), that word, I say, ye know, which was published
throughout all Judea and began from Galilee after the baptism which
John preached. How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost and with power, Who went about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with Him. And we
are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews
and in Jerusalem, Whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God
raised up the third day, and showed Him openly not to all the people,
but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and
drink with Him after He rose from the dead. And He commanded
us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is He which was
ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To Him give
all the prophets witness, that through His name, whosoever believeth
in Him shall receive remission of sins."
These words constitute the principal part of the first Gospel address
ever delivered to a strictly Gentile audience, and therefore they should
be of particular interest to us. But I read them here now because
they appear to me to outline the greater, the most important portion
of that testimony which the witnesses of God have to bear, in this
dispensation, I mean during the period extending from the resurrection
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of Christ and the descent of the Holy Spirit, up to the hour of the
coming of the Lord Jesus in power and great glory. This brief sermon
of the Apostle Peter is not subject to those divisions and sub-divisions
which obtain in modern methods; but I think we cannot examine
it carefully without seeing five very distinct divisions in it, and these
are marked off by the recurrence of the words" witnesses," " witness,"
and " testify." First, in the 39th verse, Peter says, " We are witnesses
of all things which Jesus did," that is, he and his fellow-apostles were
witnesses of the earthly life of Jesus, the elect Servant of J ehovah,
V/ho " became flesh and dwelt among us." Then he says, "Whom
they slew and hanged on a tree," that is, they were witnesses, secondly,
of the death of J eSliS. Then in the 40th verse, Peter adds, "Him
God raised up the third day," that is, they were witnesses, thirdly, of
the resurrection of Jesus. Then. in the 42nd verse, Peter declares
that God Who raised Him up from the dead, " commanded us to preach
unto the people and to testify (or bear witness) that it is He which
was ordained of God to be the Judge of the living and the dead."
That is, they were witnesses, fourthly, of a certainly coming judgment.
And then, lastly, in verse 43, we have the witness of the apostles
confirmed by that of all the prophets, that this crucified and risen
Jesus is the One through Whose Name forgiveness of sins is proclaimed
to every believer.
Let us for a few moments consider these different points. First of
all, the apostle declares that they were witnesses of the earthly life
of the Lord Jesus, expressing this in the concise but comprehensive
sentence (verse 38), "God anointed Him with the Holy Ghost and
with power, that He went about doing good, and healing all that were
oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him." The first clause
of this verse describes the outward life of the Lord Jesus; the last
clause, the internal, the hidden life.. You remember that beautiful
reference to the outward life of Jesus (Luke vi. 12 and 17), where we
read that, after continuing all night in prayer to God, the Lord Jesus
came down and stood in the plain, and a great multitude from far off
and from nigh gathered around His Holy Person, and the testimony
of the Holy Ghost is that" virtue went out of Him and healed them
alL" He stood in that plain a fountain of blessing, out of Whom
proceeded " every good and every perfect gift." That was the external
life of the Lord Jesus. But, to return to Acts x., after Peter had borne
witness to the outward life of Jesus as one of unmingled grace and
blessing, he adds the pregnant words, "For God was with Him."
These words imply that the internal, hidden life of our Lord Jesus
Christ on earth was one of uninterrupted communion with the Father.
He, Himself, declared (John viii. 29), " He that sent Me is with Me,
the Father hath not left Me alone"; and then He gives the reason
for this, "for I do always those things that please Him." This, of
cour~e, implies the absolute sinlessness of our adorable Lord Jesus,
for one single sin in deed, word, or thought would have broken this
uninterrupted communion with the Father.
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Now, to this deeply important item in the faith of God's elect, viz.,
the absolute sinlessness, the absolute impeccability of the 'Vord made
flesh, the Apostles all bear united witness. Just take three of them:
Peter said (1 Peter ii. 21), "He did no sin, neither was guile found
in His mouth." Paul says (Heb. vii. 26) that" He was holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners." John goes even deeper and
says, "In Him is no sin" (1 John iii. 5). Now these were the first
two items of the apostles' witness; they witnessed to the external
life of Jesus as a life of unmixed grace and blessing to all around; and
to His internal life as one of unbroken communion with the Father,
because one of perfect and uninterrupted obedience.
What is their next testimony 1 "Whom they slew and hanged on
a tree," that is, they testified to the death of the Lord Jesus. Now,
the question may arise, were the apostles witnesses of anything more
than the fact" that they slew Him," and did they leave the cause,
motive, and object of that death, so to speak, an open question 1
Is it admissible, for instance, for anyone now to say, " Oh, that death
was a most deplorable accident! It was the result of political excitement! The mob in Jerusalem were filled with prejudice, and having
that prejudice inflamed and excited by a jealous and designing priesthood, they proceeded to these extremities!" Is it admissible to say
that 1 No! And why not 1 Because the same inspired witness,
Peter, who says that he and his companion apostles were witnesses
of the death of Jesus; he 'himself in a previous address to a Jewish
audience on the Day of Pentecost, expressly declares that, "Him,
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken and with wicked hands have crucified and slain." There
is no evading the plain meaning of this inspired utterance, viz., that
behind the awful sin of man in " killing the Prince of Life " there was
an eternal and Divine purpose. The Son of God died under the hand
of God. The sword of J ehovah Himself "awoke against the Man
that was His Fellow'~ ! (Zech. xiii. 7). Now connect this with the
second half of the first item of the apostle's witness, viz., the absolute
sinlessness of that One Who died, and we are brought face to face
with the fact that the 8inless One died under the hand of the Righteous
God.
Now, what possible explanation can there be of that death, but that
He submitted to that death, subjected Himself to that death, laid
down His life, poured out His holy soul in obedience to the commandment of the Father, not for Himself, but for others 1 And to this
again agree the testimonies of all the trio of the holy apostles. Says
Peter, " He died the Just One fo1' the unjust ones to bring us to God."
Says Paul, in 1 Corinthians xv., " He died for our sins, not for His own
sins, He died for our sins." Says John, in his first epistle, " fIe laid
down His life for us."
Now we come to the third item of the apostle's witness, " But God
raised Him from the dead." By that act God completely reversed
the human judgment. Man judged Jesus Christ to be a rllalefactor
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and treated Him accordingly, but God set His seal of approval on
His Holy Child Jesus by raising Him up from the dead and placing
Him at the highest point of glory. So the resurrection is an additional
proof that He did not die receiving the wages of His own sin, but that
He died on the behalf of others, suffering the punishment due to others,
and thus delivering them from the penalty that their sins had rightly
deserved. But I think the Apostle Peter here testifies or bears witness
to the resurrection of Jesus mainly to introduce the fourth item of
his witness, and that is the witness which he says God Himself had
commanded them to bear, namely, that this dying, risen Christ is the
Man "'iVhom God ordained to be the Judge of the living and the
dead." If we couple with this the testimony of Paul, in Acts xvii. 31,
we get this additional solemn thought that" He will judge" the world
in righteousness.
The resurrection of Christ from the dead is not only God's" Amen"
to His blessed Word, " It is finished," on the cross, and an everlasting
consolation therefore to the feeblest believer who rests on that eternal
work of His love, "Salvation." It is not only that, but it is a pledge
to an unbelieving godless world that there is a day coming, and that
God has appointed a Day of Judgment, and ordained the Man Who
shall execute it, and the Holy Spirit further testifies the character of
that judgment, it is a righteous judgment. And if we ask what is meant
by " righteous," what is meant by judging in righteousness, we have
only to look at the cross, and ask the character of that judgment.
There God condemned sin in the holy flesh of His beloved One. There
He poured on that holy spotless Victim Who was never more the
Father's delight than at that moment when "He was made sin for
us," His RIGHTEOUS judgment.
Beloved friends, are we resting, is everyone in this room resting
on that one offering for sin ~ I must remind you of another witnessing
of this blessed apostle, that this is, " The only name given under heaven
among men whereby we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). I must tell
you that if this sacrifice be rej ected, "there remaineth no more
sacrifice for sin."
I believe the apostle bore witness to the resurrection of Jesus, to
bring into prominence this great fact that God has appointed this
Risen One to judge the world in righteousness. Now, in that cup of
judgment that was executed on the blessed Son of God in the sinner's
stead there was no drop of mercy mingled. It was a cup of unmingled
righteous judgment that that holy One took from the hands of His
Father, and said, " The cup that l\1y Father giveth Me to drink, shall
I not drink it ~" There was no mercy mingled in it. And if He is
ordained to judge the world in righteousness, I ask you, will it not be
a judgluent after the pattern of that which was executed upon Himself ?
Why do we testify these things? Because the. testimony to a
coming judgment is an integral part of the Gospel message. I am
bold to say that it is a mutilated Gospel that hides a coming judgment.
As the Holy Ghost by Paul says, " In the day when God shall judge
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the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my Gospel" (Rom.
ii. 16). God's rainbow is seen only in the cloud. If you deny a
judgment to come, you have no background on which to display the
message of Gospel grace. Peter, therefore, guided by the Holy Ghost,
brings in this fourth item of apostolic testimony, where it serves as
a golden cord to draw his audience into the arms of a saving Christ,
of a forgiving God. He bears witness to the certainty of a day of
coming righteous judgment sweetly to force his hearers to receive
the blessed tidings which constitute the fifth item of his testimony,
viz., " That to Him" (the appointed future" Judge") " give all the
prophets witness that through His name, whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive remission of sins." As much as to say, judgment is surely
coming, and the One appointed to execute it is the God-man Who
was crucified; but now, in the interval between His resurrection and
ascension and His coming again in glory, forgiveness of sins is proclaimed on the ground of His perfect sacrifice for sin. All the prophets
bear witness to this. So now believe that you may receive the forgiveness of sins. Let me ask you to notice the Divine beauty in
the construction of this Gospel message. "To Him give· all the
prophets witness, that through His name, whosoever believeth in Him
shall receive the remission or forgiveness of sins." How many times
is the Saviour mentioned in that verse? Three times, viz., "To
Him," "His name," "in Him." How many times is the sinner
referred to? Only once, viz., in the word, "whosoever." Now, is
that an accident that the Holy Ghost would lead you to look three
times at the Saviour for every single look you take at yourself? I
must apprehend my sinfulness, I must recognize my condition before
a righteous Judge, as a lost, ruined, helpless, condemned, hell-deserving
sinner, I must be awakened up from wrath to flee. I must have
more or less consciousness of my need, or else I shall not trouble myself
about a Saviour. If I am not realizing the certainty of the punishment of sin, what interest shall I take in the salvation that God has
provided. If I do not realize that I am morally sick and helplessly
diseased what shall I care about the Good Physician? And how shall
I realize this unless the Holy Ghost show it to me? He only can
convince me that I was sinful before I committed a single sin, that
when I came into this world I was righteously condemned, and I
have endorsed it by thought, word, and act.
But while this is most true and essential, I think this is the lesson
of Acts x. 43, for every time a convicted sinner looks at his sinfulness
and utter demerit he should look three times at the all-sufficient
Saviour. And I think there is an important lesson, too, here for the
believer in his daily walk before God. On the one hand he is not to
ignore his failures and consequent need of confession; but, on the
other hand, for every introspective view he should look three times,
so to speak, at the "Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous." I have no sympathy with the title of a book which I
once looked at, Ohrist Examination versus. Self Examination. It is
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a mistake; these two exercises of soul ought never to be put in opposition to each other. The apostle teaches us (1 Cor. xi. 28) that the
believer should " examine himself" before partaking of the bread and
cup of the Lord's Supper. Our Lord teaches us (Matt. v. 23, 24) that
our state of heart towards our .' brother" may be such as to render
self-examination imperative before we can offer acceptable worship
to our Father. There is a self-examination that is most Scriptural,
and we neglect it at great peril to our souls (I do not say the peril of
damnation), but at great peril, of the loss of our Christian joy, power,
and usefulness. I believe that" confession of sins" by us, as children,
in relation to God as our Father, is too much neglected, and that we
thus fail to use one of the inost important means for deepening our
sense of " the exceeding sinfulness of sin." You maybe walking with
a friend, and your friend may remark on the very dirty condition of
the road, but you may scarcely be prepared to agree with him;
however, you may, soon after, be returning the same way, and in the
meantime the roadscraper has been at work raking up the dirt in
furrows, and then the furrows into heaps, and you exclaim with
surprise, "Well, I had no idea, before, that there was so much dirt
in this road!" The collecting of the dirt into heaps has made the
fact patent. So the exercise of soul in self-examination, by comparing
our actions, words, and thoughts with the perfect standard of God's
Word, makes the fact of our failures patent, and thus leads us to
confession, and the consequent enjoyment of the conscious forgiveness
of the Father (1 John i. 9). It was thus the Apostle Paul" exercised
himself to have always a conscience void of offence towards God and
towards men" (Acts xxiv. 16).
Oh, let me press upon my own heart and upon yours the deep
importance of thus constantly dealing with God about our ways and
our works. But, to return to our verse, deeply important as selfexamination is, this passage, nevertheless, counsels us, I repeat, to
look by faith three times to Jesus for every time that I look into myself.
Oh, my whole heart went with the last speaker when he said that all
the blessed doctrines that we have been considering find their true
value and blessing when they lead up to Him. We do not undervalue
doctrines, but we see that all doctrines circle round the Person of our
blessed Lord, as the obedient planets circle round the sun. In Him
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins; in Him we have eternal
life; in Him we are made the righteousness of God; in Him we are
made children, heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ; and
He is in us, by the Spirit, to will and to do the Father's good pleasure,
to enable us, as branches in Him, the True Vine, to bear fruit to the
Father's glory, according to His own Word, " Without Me ye can do
nothing."
a God of love suffer His children to want any thing needful ~
Does He feed His birds, and will He starve His babes ~ "-(John
Berridge.)
" CAN
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THE

SUFFERINGS

OF

THE

JEWS.

The Times of Saturday, September 3rd, has the following from its
own Correspondent in Rome :" ROME

,

"Sept. 2nd.
" A further restriction on Jewish activities in Italy is made public
to-dai This time it is aimed at Jews born in the country as well as
immigrants.
" No Jew (the definition of Jew remains the same as in yesterday's
decree-one whose father and mother were both Jewish) is to be
allowed to hold any sort of post in Government schools or universities
or in schools under Government control. Those holding posts now
are suspended from October 16th. The decree applies to. associate
teachers not on the regular staffs of institutions and also to minor
employees of the class of caretaker. Jewish members of all academies·
and institutes or associations of science, letters, and arts must a,lso
resign. Further, no Jewish pupils will be allowed in Government
schools. The only exception made is for university students and pupils
in institutions of higher education who have already begun their
courses.
" 'A

NOBLE

WORK.'

"The publication of this and yesterday's decree is- accompanied
by a chorus of approval in the whole of the Fascist Press. The
exclusion of the Jews is exalted not only as a natural and highly necessary measure of racial and social defence, but as a noble work of
civilization.
"Italy (says the Tribuna), whose present action is approved and
commended by all nations and all political currents in the world which
have not lost their sense of personal dignity, is offering to history a
great example of spiritual resurrection and social reorganization.
To recognize qualities at their proper value, to distinguish between
them and set them in order, is to work for humanity and all that is
most sacred in it. This is the perfection of life."
The Times Correspondent concludes by saying :" To-day's decree seems likely to be the first of a number of measures
to exclude Jews from different professions. Banking and finance
are mentioned as those next on the list. Signor Gayda, in pointing
o:ut that the new decree, in contrast to yesterday's, refers to Jews
born in Italy, remark,s: 'It is natural that the operation should begin
with the schools, which are called upon to fashion the spirit of the
new generations.' This seems to imply that the purge will be farreaching.
,
" The Tevere urges that those Jews who are being expelled should
be treated with Teutonic severity. 'We must watch,' it says, 'to
see what they try to take away with them.' "

The Gospel Magazine

447

UNITED PRAISE: WHAT IT IS, AND WHAT IT IS NOT.
By the late Rev. J. B. WADDINGTON,
Vicar of Low Moor, Clitheroe, Lancashire.
Author of Gospel Tracts, Catechisms, etc.
" God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth."-JoHN iv. 24.

1. WHAT IT IS
1. PRAISE is a spiritual act, and is the highest and noblest worship,
which created and redeemed beings can offer in heaven to their
beneficent Creator and Redeemer. At the creation, "The morning
stars (angels) sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy" (Job xxxviii. 7). In the Revelation we read that the redeemed
" sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to
open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us .
to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation" (Rev. v. 9).
2. PRAISE has ever been a distinguishing mark of the redeemed on
earth. It is recorded of the early believers that they" did eat their
meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having
favour with all the people" (Acts ii. 46, 47). About eighty years
afterwards we find Pliny informing the Roman Emperor that the
Christians were wont to meet together, on a stated day, before it was
light, and to sing a hymn to Christ as God.
3. PRAISE was a characteristic of the followers of Wycliffe, who
were called Lollards or Psalm-singers. At the Reformation thousands
assembled at St. Paul's Cross to sing hymns ef praise to God.
4. PRAISE in public should always be congregational, everyone
singing heartily with the spirit and with the understanding also; for
it is the privilege and duty of all the blood-bought people of God, who
are thus exhorted by the apostle: "Teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace
in your hearts to the Lord " (Col. iii. 16).
" Let the people praise Thee, 0 God; let all the people praise Thee"
(Ps. lxvii. 5).
11. WHAT IT IS NOT
1. PRAISE is not the singing of a few worldly persons for the praise
and glory of themselves in hymns and anthems in which the congregation cannot join. "It is profanation to convert the House of God into
a place for a musical performance" (Dr. Bickersteth; Bishop of Ripon),
2. PRAISE is not singing our prayers. Petitioners would not so
insult an earthly sovereign.
3. PRAISE is not the appointed means for the conversion of sinners,
but the preaching of the Gospel. The late Canon Stowell said truly,
" It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching (and not by the
foolishness of music) to save them that believe " (1 Cor. i. 21). Music
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is not the Scriptural way of drawing people to Church. An eminent
divine says, that" When music is made the attraction it ceases to
occupy the place which God designed for it as a handmaid of the
Gospel."
4. PRAISE is not the fascination which many feel when listening
to beautiful sounds. St. Augustine wrote: "Whenever the singing
of a Psalm affects me more than the words which are sung, then I am
guilty of sin."
In conclusion, a musical service is not a reasonable service, but is
the thin end of the Ritualistic wedge. The late Dr. Pusey, the great
leader of the Romanizing party, gives the following advice to those
who wish to overthrow Protestantism: "Let a gradual change be
brought in. A choral service so far as Psalms and Canticles are concerned . . . will train people to like a more ornate worship."
" I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say" (1 Cor. x. 15).

THE ASHLEY DOWN ORPHANAGE, BRISTOL.
FOUNDED IN 1836

BY

GEORGE MULLER.

'VE have received a copy of the Ninety-ninth Report issued in connection with the Orphanages and other objects founded by the late
Mr. George Muller.
The introductory remarks in the Report say: "For the unfailing
faithfulness of our God in financial affairs we yield reverent thanks to
Him. During the year we received from the Lord a total income of
£31,535 19s. 2d., of which £28,503 17s. 2d. was for the orphan work;
our expenditure for the latter was £33,791 Is. 4d., yet owing to balance
carried forward from the previous period we were enabled to close
the financial year with a balance in hand of £3608 12s. 7td. for the
Orphans, with £2146 6s. Id. for the Missionary and other branches
of the work. Surely this stirs our hearts, and with an overwhelming
sense of the Lord's goodness we offer our' sacrifice of thanksgiving.'
Looking over this year's story of our experiences, many will realize
the ' sacrifice ' yielded on days and weeks of small, very small incomes
and of dwindling resources. May the details afforded in the following
pages be to the glory of our ever faithful, ever gracious God" (p. 4).
On page 85 of the Report the following testimony to God's faithfulness and goodness is given :" Without anyone having been personally applied to by us for a donation,
£2,335,425 3s. 11id. has been received for the Orphans, as the result
of prayer to God, since the commencement of the work, which sum
includes the amount received for the Building Fund for the five Houses.
Besides this, articles of clothing, furniture, etc., and of food have
been given in great variety for the use of the Orphans.
" It may also be interesting to the reader to know that the total
given for the other Objects since the Commencement of the Work,
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amounts to £506,758 10s. 3!d., and that which has come in by the
sale of Bibles since the commencement amounts to £35,033 18s. 8d.,
by the sale of tracts and books to £67,638 Is. 7td., and by the payment
o-f the children in the day schools to £25,377 18s. Id. No payment by
children has been made for many years past. For the free distribution
of the Autobiography there has been received £539 7s. 5td. Thus it
will be seen that up to the present time the living God has sent in
answer to prayer, £2,970,773 Os. 1td."
For a great number of years we ourselves have been greatly stimulated by Mr. Muller's example to exercise faith in God for the supply
of our own needs, and the needs of the work in which we have been
engaged. We would earnestly draw the attention of readers to the
remarkable provision which God has made for the work commenced
by George Muller so far back as the year 1836. Mr. Muller believed
that God is still the living God, and that He still hears the prayers of
His people. Hence without resorting to any worldly methods of
obtaining money he and his successors have refrained from applYing
to anyone personally for help in their important work. They have
simply cried to the Lord to supply their needs.
Mr. Muller's Autobiography shows that his faith was often tried,
but that only stimulated him to more importunate prayer, and never
did the Lord fail to supply the wants of the Orphans.
Unintentionally the history of Mr. Muller's work is a striking rebuke
to the professing Christian Church in regard to the many worldly
methods resorted to for getting money for what is regarded as the
Lord's work. If only there was more faith in God and more confidence
in His power and faithfulness, then the professing Church would
cease to resort to whist drives and dances, concerts and raffles, and
other expedients to obtain money, and its members would give themselves to prayer for the supply of all needs. They would also never
resort to any expenditure until God in answer to prayer had supplied
the funds.
" The total number of Orphans received from the beginning of the
work in April, 1836, to May 26th, 1938, is 16,885 " (Report, p. 83).
The present Honorary Director and Treasurer is Mr. Alfred E.
Green, and the Associate Director and Treasurer is Mr. Thomas
Tilsley, B.A. Their address is: Ashley Down Orphanage, Bristol, 7.

"0

abundance of disquiet and trouble might we prevent by
waiting quietly till we see the issues of providence, and not bringing
as we do the evils of th~ morrow upon the day."-(John Flavel.)
" BIBLE Classes to-day often avoid a study of the actual contents of
the Bible as they would avoid pestilence or disease; .to many persons
in the Church the notion of getting the simple historical contents of
the Bible straight in the mind is an entirely new idea."-(The late
Professor Machen.)
WHAT
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A NEW SONG
WRITTEN ON MY NINETIETH BIRTHDAY, APRIL 18TH, 1938.
" Every day I will bless Thee, and I will praise Thy Name for ever and
ever."-PSALM cxlv. 2.
A NEW and grateful song is mine,
Although with trembling chords:
Lord, let the music all be Thine, .
And only mine the words.
My life was ordered for Thy praise
Among the sons of men;
And Thou hast lengthened out my days
To FOURSCORE YEARS AND TEN.
My infant lips Thy praise did sound
Within the house of prayer:
How often since that praise has found
Its full expression there !
To tell the glories of Thy Name
Has been my blest employ;
My chief delight to spread Thy fame,
Thy praise my noblest joy.
When called to tread the path of pain,
And conflict has been long,
Thy love has tuned my harp again,
And turned my grief to song.
And when the nights of Time are past,
And joyful morn has come,
IJong as the days of heaven shall last
I'll sing Thy praise at home.
"Bethany," 22, Gordondale Road,
Wimbledon Park, London, S. W.19.

WILLIAM WILEMAN.

THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE" FUND.
THE Trustees of the· GOSPEL MAGAZINE gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of the following donations to the Fund :-A. K.
. . £0 5 0 Grateful (St. Mary -leA Pilgrim (per Miss L.
Port) ..
. . £6 0 0
.. 0 10 0 Hope
1 0 0
Ormiston)
A Pilgrim (per Miss L.
Knott, Miss A.
0 4 0
0 10 6
Ormiston)
0 5 0 Pearson, Mr. T.
C. E. S. . .
1 0 0 Pontifex, Miss (deficit) 1 0 0
0 9 0 Pounds, Mr. E. J.
1 0 0
Downard, Miss C.
E. R. (deficit) ..
1 0 0 " Priesthile" ..
0 14 0
4 4 0 Thankoffering, A
2 0 0
Holder, Mr. O.
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JOHN BUNYAN.
Times for Aug. 31st had a leading article on the famous tinker of
Bedford. It was headed" John Bunyan," and amongst other things
it said: "To-day is the 250th anniversary of Bunyan's death and
after two and a half centuries the book with which his name is linked
keeps its place among the chief treasures of our literature. Yet it is
probable that the average modern reader does not know The Pilgrim's
Progress as did his forefathers, who made acquaintance with it almost
before they left the nursery. In the Victorian era it was among the
most popular of ' juvenile gift-books.' . . . It was indeed among the
very few storybooks which might be opened on Sundays." The
article goes on to say that Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress" appeals still
to everyone who prizes our English speech, and it has brought solace
and delight to millions of simple readers." "What," says The Times,
" is the secret of its power? This English classic is the work of an
uneducated man, 'the little schooling' he received being, as he
confesses 'almost totally forgotten' soon afterwards. . . . Beyond
question, it is this company of living people met by Christian and
Christiana on their journeys that give Bunyan's work its vitality and
perennial charm, together· with the magic of his style, felt by all who
value English prose. He had read few books, but that which he had
almost by heart was the Authorized Version of the Bible. Its idiom
had become his own; its simplicity, clearness, and beauty of cadence
re-appear on every page of The Pitgrim's Progress."
The article concludes by saying: "If much of his (Bunyan's)
theology seems out of date, as much as ever the world needs to-day
his simple faith, his certitude that at the end of life's pilgrimage waits
the heavenly city, wherein the trumpets sound."
Bunyan's case, we would remark, indicates how God oftentimes
exalts" them of low degree," and how greatly He uses instruments
insignificant in the eyes of men. If Bunyan's book is less known now
than in the Victorian era, and if his theology may seem out of date,
is it not because the Bible on which his theology was based is being
less honoured and less valued? We would suggest that all who value
The Pilgrim's Progress and the Evangelical theology which it sets
forth, should use their influence to circulate Bunyan's book. Let
parents and those who have charge of Sunday schools make a point
of presenting The Pilgrim's Progress to the young in families and in
schools. Let no child, who is able to read, be without a copy.Editor of GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
T-HE
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CHOSEN IN CHRIST.

" THOSE of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the
foundation of the world was laid, according to His eternal and immutable purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of His will,
hath chosen in Christ unto everlasting glory, out of His mere free
grace and love, without any foresight of faith Of good works, or perseverance in either of them, or any other thing in the creature, as
conditions, or causes moving Him thereunto, and all to the praise of
His glorious grace."
" As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath He, by the
eternal and most free purpose of His will, foreordained all the means
thereunto" (1 Pet. i. 2; 2 Thess. ii. 13).
" Wherefore they who are elected being fallen in Adam, are redeemed
by Christ; are effectually called unto faith in Christ by His Spirit
working in due season; are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept
by His power through faith unto salvation. Neither are any other
redeemed by Christ, effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified,
and saved, but the elect only" (see Ephes. i. 4, 9, 11; Romans viii.
30; 2 Tim. i. 9; 1 Thess. v. 9; "Westminster Confession of Faith,'.'
Chapter iii. 5, 6).

"GOD'S ELECT."
" Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect?"
ROMANS viii. 33.

., MOST blessed challenge! How unanswerable it is! Every sin of
the elect was laid upon the great Champion of our salvation, and by
the atonement carried away. There is no sin in God's book against
His people: He seeth no sin in Jacob, neither iniquity in Israel; they
are justified in Christ for ever. When the guilt of sin was taken
away, the punishment of sin was removed. For the Christian there
is no stroke from God's angry hand-nay, not so much as a single
frown of punitive justice. The believer may be chastised by His
Father, but God the Judge has nothing to say to the Christian, except,
, I have absolved thee: thou art acquitted.' For the Christian there
is no penal death in this world, much less any second death. He is
completely freed from all the punishment as well as the guilt of sin,
and the power of sin is removed too."-(O. H. Spurgeon, in " Evening
Readings.")
"GOD frequently ordains that early obscurity should lead to most
distinguished work. Dark hours precede the break of day. J oseph
rises from prison to sit beside the king. From the sheepfolds David
is called to occupy the throne."-(Dean Law.)
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THE

BELFRY

TOWER.

IN the midst of the little French town of Valenciennes, there used
to be an open square; and in the square there stood an ancient tower.
It has been standing there for hundreds of years, and because there
was a large bell hanging in the upper part, they called it the Belfrytower. In the days of which I am speaking, nobody had ever thought
of such a thing as a telephone; and so the custom was for a watchman to be stationed at the top of this tower, where he could look
out over the whole town and the country beyond; then, the moment
he caught sight of any danger, such as a house on fire or an enemy
approaching, he would sound the great bell, and everybody would
come running to see what the matter was.
Seeing that the old tower had such an important part to play, it
was natural that there should be great concern when it was suggested
that the tower was in danger of falling. People began to say that
it no longer stood perfectly straight; if you looked very carefully,
you could see that it was beginning to lean just a very little to one
side. The rumour soon reached the great men of the town, and they
sent engineers to test the matter. Yes! it was quite true; the belfrytower was safe no longer. As if to support the verdict, tiny bits of
cement began to fall, and now it needed no more than a passing glance
to see that there was plainly a slant to one side, not towards the square,
but in the direction of a row of small houses behind.
The City Councillors wasted no time; they sent at once to the
threatened houses, and told the people they must move out immediately. Some of them would have stayed to move their furniture, and
other goods; but now quite large pieces began to fall from the tower,
making all the householders scurry away, leaving their belongings
hehind them.
The market-square was full of people watching every moment for
the tower to fall, when it was seen that one old woman was still toiling
in and out of her cottage, dragging to safety pieces of her precious
furniture. From the first she had been unwilling to believe in the
danger, and now when her own eyes told her it was upon her, she
still kept on trying to save her poor bits of things. The crowds of
people were horrified to see the old woman so recklessly risking her
life; she paid no attention to their shouts of warning, and at last one
brave man was so troubled about her danger, that he dashed up to
the house, seized the old lady in his arms, and actually carried her
away to safety in the square! Relieved at the rescue, the people now
gazed with all their eyes at the swaying tower, awaiting the final
crash, which seemed as if it must come the very next moment. But,
oh! what a foolish old woman that was! Suddenly she muttered,
" I must have one more chair! " and before anyone could stop her,
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she had hobbled back to the door of her house. At that instant, with
a roar and a crash that could be heard for miles around, the old tower
fell right across the row of cottages, smashing everyone of them to
atoms in a cloud of dust! And that was the end of the poor old
woman.
She was ~ very foolish old woman, you will say. Did she really
think it was worth risking her precious life for a chair more or less 1
Surely her life was worth far, far more than all her belongings; for
what good could her property do her when she was dead 1
I think she was rather like Lot's wife, who looked back-longingly, I
suppose-to the doomed city from which the angels were hurrying
her; or like the rich man in the Gospel, who planned a long life of
comfort with the wealth he had gathered, only to find that that very
night his soul must enter eternity, stripped of all his goods. The old
Frenchwoman, and Lot's wife, and the rich farmer, all seem to have
had a wrong sense of the worth of things. They could not see that
the spirit, which goes on for ever, is of so much greater. value than
earthly possessions, which some day must all be left behind.
Do you remember what the Lord Jesus said to Martha that day
when He came to her house at Bethany 1 She was anxious and
troubled because she wanted everything in the house to be perfect
for her Guest, and there was Mary just sitting doing nothing, whilst
she listened to the words of Jesus. Martha was thinking of food and
warmth and bodily comfort, and they are all very important for the
health of the body; but none of them matters at all in comparison
with the welfare of the soul. That is what I think the Lord must
have meant when He said that Mary had got the one thing that is
needful. He who sits at the feet of Jesus to hear His Word has learnt
that there is nothing in all the world so important as the unseen things
of the Spirit; like Paul he counts all things but loss that he may
win Christ; .instead of minding earthly things he sets his affections
on things above; instead of laying up treasure on earth, he looks
forward to enjoying his treasure in heaven. His earthly hopes and
loves and ambitions may be laid in ruins, like the old woman's cottage
when the tower fell; but his life is hid with Christ in God, safe for
ever from all harm or danger. That hidden life is the gift of God;
eternal life is freely given to all poor sinners who look to Jesus as their
Saviour from sin. Is that life yours 1 or do you look forward to the
wages of sin, which is death 1
DAMARIS.

"THE absence of doctrinal teaching and preaching is certainly one
of the causes for the present lamentable ignorance in the Church."(The late Professor Machen.)

" THE mystery of the incarnation is that there are two natures and
one Person; the mystery of the Trinity is that there are three Persons
and one nature."-(Rev. D. Beaton.}
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

DEAR FRIEND,-To be engaged each day in spreading the name of
Jesus Christ to our fellow men in His Majesty's services is no small
mercy, and one which in. my weakness I highly value. There are
appeals from many stations for books, and I appeal to friends to have
a look at their book-cases and see what they can spare. Surely there
must be many volumes which may never be read again by their owners.
At the end of this month the Mission will close another year of laboUl'.
I shall value all the kind help that friends of the soldier and sailor can
give, and hope that all subscriptions not yet paid will reach me before
the 30th of this month. A Chaplain to Seamen writes: "I was so
happy to receive your letter and the three parcels of Christian literature
have now come safely to hand. We are very pleased to have this
useful gift, and we shall make distribution amongst our seamen in due
time. This kind of witness is very blessed. We are all very much
encouraged by your thought of us, and we feel that our work is blessed·
day by day. My wife and I think of you in your affiiction and rejoice
that God's peace is yours, and I am sure that He adds to your joy as
you remember others." A Lady among Soldiers writes: "I am writing
to thank you very much for the parcel of books and tracts and Testaments. It has all been gladly accepted by a nu~ber of nlen, as we
have been with a short Territorial camp for a month, and we have had
a wonderful time of blessing. We hope to remain a little longer, but
it is a short camp this year." A Missionary to Sailors writes: "I
wish to thank you very much for the. parcel of Bibles which you sent
along to this Rest to-day. I can assure you that we shall find them
very useful in our work for the sailors, and much good will be done
through them." A friend writes: "If you knew the pleasure your
letter gave me some time back in knowing I had been led in a very
small way to help and cheer a brother, you would understand' It is
more blessed to give than to receive.' I do hope you are feeling a
little stronger. Strange to say I knew nothing about you until I saw
a short piece in the Sower. But felt I should like to do a trifle in
Christ's name, so you will know it was entirely from God, and I do
pray for _a blessing on yourself and your work. Please accept for
your own use with my Christian love and prayers, and may we meet
in heaven with our Saviour, and He shall have all the praise. One of
my helpful texts- ' The Father Himself loveth you.' "
Yours sincerely,
21, Firfield Street, Totterdown,
Bristol, 4, Sept. 1st, 1938.

R. E. BRIDER.
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in :ft\tmoriam.
THE

LATE

MR.

HEN~Y

ROGERS.

How frequently the pages of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE record the death
of one or other of its widely scattered subscribers and friends! These
losses are keenly felt by the Editor and those associated with him in
the· promotion of the circulation of this time-honoured Magazine,
and the spread of the Sovereign and gracious Truths it proclaims.
The GOSPEL :MAGAZINE, though not unknown previously to our late
dear friend, was first introduced to him by its beloved Editor many
years ago, when he at once became a subscriber and continued to be
a constant reader and supporter. It was often made, as he more than
once testified to the writer, a means of blessing to him as well as to
his late dear wife.
For the greater part of his life Mr. Rogers resided in Croydon and
latterly attended with much appreciation and spiritual profit the
ministry of Pastor Geo. Rose. He was for a number of years a member
of the Committee of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society, and after his
resignation he continued his hearty support through, and exerted
much influence in, the welfare of the Oroydon Auxiliary, of which he
was Treasurer. He was also a member of the Committee of the
Trinitarian Bible Society and its Treasurer up to the time of his death.
During the past twelve months Mr. Rogers was more or less confined
to his house through bronchial troubles, from which he eventually
succumbed on Tuesday morning, July 26th, shortly after having passed
his eighty-third birthday.
A man of great sincerity and convictions, he, like all God's people,
knew something of the trial of faith and of its triumphs too. In a
more recent letter, recalling with gratitude the goodness of the Lord
.to him throughout his long life, and referring to his present affliction,
he wrote-" If I could fully realize' 'Tis a Father's hand prepares
the cup' it would lighten the burden."
On the occasion subsequently of a visit, with expressions of mutual
esteem and Christian affection, he dwelt upon the sureness and sweetness of the promises of his Lord and Saviour. One little thought, he
was so soon to see His face and, without a cloud between, to enjoy
JIis presence evermore.
J. C. D.
[Our warm Christian sympathy goes out to the family of the late
highly-esteemed Mr. H. Rogers. His call Home naturally lessens the
number of subscribers to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Can any of our
readers secure other subscribers to take the places of the many who
are gradually being removed from our midst 1-Editor of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.]
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tBrntefitant lStarnn.
THE LATE LORD SHAFTESBURY AND PUSEYISM.
THE late Lord Shaftesbury, when he was Lord Ashley, wrote a letter to
Sir Robert Peel in which he made important references to the prevalence of Puseyism in the Church of England. The letter is dated
July 24th, 1841, eight years after the beginning of the Oxford Movement. Sir Robert Peel was about to become Prime Minister, and
Lord Ashley felt it his duty to point out to him the danger of promoting
Puseyites to high ecclesiastical offices. Lord Ashley said in the
course of his letter :" But the Church will present more serious difficulties, and I fear
more awful dangers, than any other matter of government. There
are now, within its bosom, two parties, divided against each other
on principles irreconcilable, heart-stirring, and vital. The party
denominated the Puseyites are strong in number, possess character
and learning, but are confined chiefly to the clergy. Their opponents
are the majority, but do not enjoy the advantage of being concentrated
in a university; they have more piety, and less reading, but carry
with them the great body of the laity. These parties regard one
another with the greatest dislike and suspicion. The Puseyites
consider their opponents as little better than Dissenters; the others
look upon the Puseyites as inelevate Papists. You may estimate
the feelings of each by the character of the opinions he holds of his
antagonists. The Puseyites assert that the Evangelicals depreciate
the authority of the Church and the Fathers; the Evangelicals
maintain that the Puseyites prefer it to the Bible. My purpose,
however, is simply to point out to you (and I do it with the most
conscious sense of the perils to which the whole Church may be
exposed) the consequences that must flow from the elevation, to high
ecclesiastical offices, of persons distinguished for the new opinions.
The Church will be shaken by violent commotions. The Low Church,
as they are called, will believe, and will preach too, that Popery is
encouraged and promoted. The prodigious zeal they have manifested
against the present Ministers will re-act upon you. I say not that
your Government can never withstand such an onset as that, but I
do say that our Establishment will be destroyed.
" I will not disguise from you my own belief that many of that party
are actually Romanists in creed, and will declare themselves to be
such, whenever conscience gets the better of Jesuitry; that they are
enemies to the Reformation (God's best gift to this country) is proved
by their hostility to its doctrines, and their reviling of its martyrs;
that they are half-hearted to the Constitution is shown when they
pervert into rebellion the Revolution of 1688, whitewashing James
and blackening King William. Pray, during the short leisure you
may enjoy before the meeting of Parliament; just look at the work
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I have sent you. It is by an impartial hand, a good man, and a
Bishop of the Protestant Church in the' United States; a person,
therefore, disconnected from our party strifes and ecclesiastical
divisions. His treatise will show you how far the Oxford theologians
have departed from the Anglican, and how closely they have approached
to the Roman Church."-(Hodder's "Life of Lord Shaftesbury,"
pp. 185, 186.)
This letter of Lord Ashley's shows that the Evangelicals in that
early period of the Oxford Movement were convinced that the Movement
was popish in its character. Lord Ashley himself felt that many of
its leaders were ,', Romanists in creed" and" enemies to the Reformation," and that to promote such men to high ecclesiastical offices was
most dangerous for the well-being of the Church of England. Despite
the warnings of such men as Lord Shaftesbury the Puseyite or Oxford
Movement has gone on increasing in power, influence and members,
and we no longer have such men as the late Bishop W aldegrave,
Bishop Jeune, Bishop Ryle, and Bishop Straton on the episcopal
bench. The whole tendency is to stamp out distinctive evangelicalism.
It seems to us that there is a loud call for a more uncompromising
stand against this movement which has now so largely permeated the
Reformed Church of England. Co-operation with those identified
with the movement is surely to be deprecated, and Evangelicals themselves need to break loose from innovations into the services of the
Churches which owe their origin to this evil movement.

LORD SHAFTESBURY AT RAMSGATE.
BOWING AT THE NAME OF JESUS.
" GOOD FRIDAY (1843). Ramsgate.
. . . To the Parish Church; heard a sermon from a gentleman of
the new school-cold, declamatory, without unction or comfort. I
find fault with him not for what he did say, but for what he did not
say; it was a discourse of omissions. He could not fail on this day
to speak of our Lord; but his whole sermon was in the style of a
French eloge! (eulogy).
" The reader bowed his head at every mention of the name of Jesus,
whether it were in the lesson, the epistle, the Gospel, the creeds, or
the sermon. This is the novel practice, and I think a very superstitious
one. He took no notice of the name' Christ,' though perhaps the
higher name of the two. This is an affected obedience to the text in
Philippians, 'that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,'
affected, I think, because if they really desired a literal obedience in
the belief of a literal command, they would resort to a genuflexion
instead of a reverence. But the text cannot be taken literally; the
whole context is adverse to such an interpretation; it is said, ' That
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven,'
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etc., etc. Now what things in heaven have a knee to bow with ~
They can and do offer spiritual homage and reverence, but they do
not, and cannot, offer any bodily worship. Neither do they listen to
and adore' a name' as pronounced by human lips, but they contemplate and revere and extol the power, glory, and essence of the Saviour
of mankind, and herein they set us an example, and in this way alone
can we on earth join in simultaneous worship with the hosts of heaven.
The repeated bo'wings, where the name frequently occurs, savours of
idolatry, not unmixed with a spice of the ridiculous."
"APRIL. EASTER SUNDAY.-The Parish Church, where we attended
Divine service on Good Friday, is infested with Puseyism, so to-day
we went and took the sacrament at St. Lawrence, a srnall village
distant much less than a Sabbath day's journey. No show, 'no form
nor comeliness,' but at least health in the service! "-(l-Iodder's " Life
of Lord Shaftesbury," pp. 262, 263.) ,

LORD SHAFTESBURY AND ROMISH EXTERNALS.
" IN Nuremberg all the Churches were visited, and in them all .
Lord Ashley (afterwards Lord Shaftesbury) was chiefly struck by the
exterior signs of a Romanist establishment, in the midst of a Protestant
population. Referring to this he says :" , The Reformation was introduced and confirmed here without
noise or violence ~ no plunder, no destruction; every image is erect,
the Virgin presides over every corner, the saints rejoice in their niches.
Crucifixes in abundance. This may be tolerated, but I am offended
to see those intrusive demi-gods in possession of their shrines and
side-altars, though no longer worshipped. Why were they not ordered
to give place, and their pictures and decorations transferred to galleries ~
. . . Was the Reformation at Nuremberg a sincere and heartfelt
movement ~ Did the promoters and subjects of it clearly perceive,
and sensitively acknowledge, the errors and evils of Romish heresy ~
I cannot combine this belief with the fact of their extreme tolerance
of the daily and visible abuses of Popish superstition. Nothing has
been removed and denounced as "Nehushtan "; the adored images of
the Virgin crowd their Churches, and still represent her as " Queen
of Heaven"; the side-altars to saints require only the priest, and
all would be found ready to his hand; the clean napkin is yet spread
every week on each table! Truly, the zeal of God's house has not
eaten the~ up ! ' "-(Hodder's " Life of Lord Shaftesbury," p. 276.)
Has not the above condemnation of the tolerance of Romish externals
a lesson for us now ~ Many Churches to-day in which Evangelicals
minister and worship are defiled by the presence of such Romish
externals as crosses and candlesticks. Are evangelicals right in
a-cquiescing in such things ~
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LORD SHAFTESBURY AND THE MASS.

IN his diary of Oct. 1st, 1843, Lord Ashley (afterwards Lord Shaftesbury)
wrote concerning a visit to Vienna :"Sunday. To Cathedral to view the High Mass. What a sensual
and alas! successful endeavour to stifle the heart by satiating the eye !
Bells ringing, priests dancing, incense rising, fiddles playing, nothing
calm or stationery but the worshippers, who remain there like fellows
looking at a balloon. Half the world seems to think that to have seen
the priest is an act of acceptable adoration. I cannot feel moved by
this exhibition; there is neither rational devotion nor hot-headed
enthusiasm; nothing to satisfy your judgment nor stir youi sympathies.
Great God, save Thy Church of England from such vain and silly
babblings, and grant her grace yet to speak forth the words of truth
and soberness! "-(Hodder's " Life of Lord Shaftesbury," p. 274.)
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tLtehtellls null jtotices of iaoofts.
ROMANISM COMPLETELY AT VARIANCE WITH THE BIBLE. By the
Rev. James Gardner, M.A., M.D. Pp. 20. Price, post free, 2td.
(Protestant Truth Society, 31, Cannon Street, London, E.C.4.)
The great value of this pamphlet is that it places in one column
the doctrines of Rome as given in her own documents, and in the
other column the scriptural reply. ' We are glad that a new edition
has been called for.
•
LIFE AND SERMONS OF THE LATE REV. J. R. ANDERSON. Pp. 160.
Price 2s., post free. (H. B. Pitt, 4, Clarendon Road, Trowbridge,
Wiltshire. )
This volume was published in the year 1937. . A good many copies
have been sold, but Mr. Pitt has still a number left and he would be
glad to receive further orders. In our previous notice of this volume
we said, "A warm appreciation of :Mr. Anderson appeared in the
Gospel Standard of May, 1852, from the pen of Mr. J. C. Philpot."
This will assure many of our readers of the value of the sermons printed
in this book. The sketch of Mr. Anderson's life occupies twenty-one
,pages, and there is an account of his tour in Caithness in the year 1854.
Then follow eight sermons from his pen.
Mr. Anderson ministered the Gospel in Glasgow from the year 1834
to the year 1859.
" TilE longer I live, the more need I see of the apostle's advice, to
pray always with all prayer, not only the congregational and social,
but riding prayer, walking prayer, reading prayer, writing prayer,
in short-prayer of every posture and exercise."-(John Berridge.)
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