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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 OoIlINTHlANS i. 4.

COMFORTING WORDS FOR THE LORD'S
TEMPEST-TOSSED PEOPLE.
" Be of good cheer: it is I,. be not afraid." -MARK vi. 50.

AT the moment of writing (Aug. 31st) the whole world is in dread
of the outbreak of another world war-a war perhaps more terrible
than any which has preceded it. By the time, however, when
this " Family Portion" is in the hands of our readers the prospects
may be very much brighter. At present ten millions of men are
standing at arms in Europe. It only needs a word from one man
in Europe and these millions would at once begin to kill one
another. Very soon thousands of men, women, and children would
be lying dead as the result of bringing into immediate use the
modern deadly and devilish methods of warfare.
It is appalling to think that such an awful calamity should come
upon the world, but if anything could convince us of the awful
depravity and corruption of the human heart, a world-wide
modern war ought to have that effect.
War or no war, however, we all need comfort, and what
abundant comfort is brought to us when we hear our Divine LORD
and MASTER saying to us, "Be of good cheer: it is I; be not
afraid."
Our LORD had just fed the five thousand with five loaves and
two fishes-a miracle which manifested His creative power and
demonstrated His Godhead. Then He constrained His disciples
to get into a ship and to go to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,
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while He sent away the people. Then He departed into 11
mountain to pray. When the even was now come the ship was
in the midst of the sea, and He alone on the land. A great storm
arose, and although the sea was only about seven miles wide the
disciples were struggling with the waves for about eight hours,
and were unable to make any headway.
The LORD, however, saw them toiling in rowing, the wind being
contrary to them. He knew all about their difficulty in the storm,
and the danger which confronted them. Then" about the fourth
watch of the night (3 a.m.) He cometh unto them, walking upon
the sea." They supposed that it was a spirit which they saw
in the distance, and cried out for fear. But immediately He
talked with them and said, "Be of good cheer: it is I; be not
afraid." Soon He joined them on board the ship and the wind
ceased. Then, being deeply impressed with this unexampled
manifestation 6f His power, they" worshipped Him, saying, Of
a truth Thol'l art the SON of GOD" (Matt. xiv. 33).
The record of this wonderful display of His Divine power occurs
in Matthew xiv. 22-33; Mark vi. 45-52; and John vi. 14-21.
Let us now think of the words of comfort which He spake to them.
1. First, notice to whom He spake these words of comfort.
He spake them to His disciples, His believing people, those who
sat at His feet and heard His word. They were battling with the
wind and waves and were helpless to deliver themselves. They
were in great distress. Their soul was melted because of trouble.
Fear of what might happen had taken possession of their hearts.
To His tempest-tossed people these words of comfort were spoken.
He saw them toiling in rowing. He knew that contrary winds
were blowing, and, after testing their faith and patience, He drew
near to them and manifested His presence and power on their
behalf.
He is no less concerned about His storm-tossed people now.
From the ,mountain heights of heaven He sees them. Their case
concerns His heart. He appears in the presence of GOD for them,
ever living to make intercession for them. Even now He draws
near to them. He makes His presence manifest. He assures
them that in the midst of their trials He is with them and is abie
to deliver them.
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Moreover, beyond His present aid and the present manifestations
of His nearness, there is the promise of His coming to them in
power and great glory. "Weeping may endure for a night, but
joy cometh in the morning" (Ps. xxx. 5).
" About the fourth watch of the night" is the morning, and the
morning of His coming will certainly dawn some day. Then in
majesty, glory, and power, and accompanied by all the holy angels,
He will come and bring all His tempest-tossed people" unto their
desired haven" (Ps. cvii. 30).
2. Secondly, consider the meaning of these words of comfort which
He spake to His people.
" Be of good cheer," He said. That is, be of good courage, be
stouthearted and hopeful. Do not be downhearted. Do not give
way to despair. Be strong and of a good courage. The storm is
great, the wind is strong. It is no easy matter to battle with the
contrary winds of the world, the flesh, and the devil, but face
your difficulties and dangers bravely, and remember I am near
you, I am with you. It was I Who constrained you to get into
the ship to go to the other side. You have not brought these
trials upon yourselves. You are in the way of My providence,
and when I have tested your faith sufficiently the wind will cease,
and there will be a great calm.
In all our varied trials, national, international, and domestic,
the LORD would have us be of good cheer.
Are we troubled about our sins? He says, "Be of good cheer;
thy sins be forgiven thee" (Matt. cr. 2). '
Are we troubled about the tribulations and persecutions in the
world? He says, "Be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world" (John xvi. 33).
Is our testimony to Gospel truth rejected? He says, "Be of
good cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem,
so must thou bear witness also at Rome" (Acts xxiii. 11).
Do we hear of wars and rumours of wars? Still He says, "Be
of good cheer."
Then He said, "It is I." He Who is walking on the stormy
waves approaching you is no mere spectre. I am not a mere
spirit without flesh and bones. I am a real Person, clothed in
human form. I am your own LORD and MASTER, Who stilled the
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tempest on a previous occasion, Who only the day before fed the
five thousand with five loaves and two fishes. It is I Who am
drawing near to you. Be not afraid.
Thus if the LORD draws near to us in majesty and dignity and
power, we need not be afraid. He displays His majesty and
glory to deliver the objects of His tender sympathy and His
eternal love.
But the words translated "It is I," are very remarkable. In
the original only two words are used, and literally translated they
mean, "I AM." "Be of good cheer; I am." When the Jews
said to Him, "Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast Thou
seen Abraham? JESUS said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Before Abraham was, I AM" (John viii. 57, 58).
The words, "I am," are the very same as those translated,
"It is 1." So when Judas and his band of men appeared in
Gethsemane, JESUS said, " Whom seek ye ?" They said, "JESUS
of Nazareth," and" JESUS saith unto them, I AM, and they went
backward and fell to the ground."
Thus Jesus identified Himself with the Divine Being Who
appeared to Moses at the bush-the GOD of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob. When Moses asked Him what answer he should
give to the children of Israel if they asked of GOD, "What is His
Name?" GOD said unto Moses, "I AM THAT I AM."
He, then, Who walked on the water to His tempest-tossed
people is J EHOVAH. He "is over all, GOD blessed for ever"
(Exod. iii. 14; Rom. ix. 5). He it is Who says to His people
to-day, "Lo, I am with you alway" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
If, then, GOD be for us amid wars and rumours of wars, amid
tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, or peril, or
sword, Who can be against us ?
Be of good cheer, then. He to Whom the FATHER said, "Thy
throne, 0 GOD, is for ever and ever," He is with us. From everlasting to everlasting He is GOD. His goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting. All power is given unto Him in
heaven and earth. Angels, authorities, and powers are subject to
Him. It is He Who speaks comfortably to His tempest-tossed
people. It is He Who is near to them. It is He Who sees them
and sympathizes with them in all their sorrows and fears.
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3. Thirdly, think of the effect these words of comfort and His
mighty act had upon His people.
One effect was amazement and wonder. "They were sore
amazed in themselves beyond measure, and wondered. For they
considered not the miracle of the loaves: for their heart was
hardened" (Mark vi. 51, 52). If they had only considered the
miracle of the loaves they would not have been unduly astonished
at this further exhibition of His power. Have we considered it
enough ~ Have we realized what that miracle meant ~ There
were only five barley loaves to begin with, and two small
fishes. But by means of them He fed more than five thousand .
people, and there was more bread left than there was at the
beginning.
The five loaves were made of barley flour. The barley had
grown in the field. The flour had been baked in an oven. But an
immense quantity of bread had been distributed exactly like the
loaves, and the barley of which it was composed had never been
grown, and the flour of which the bread was made had never
been baked. The two fishes also- had been multiplied, and hence
great quantities of the fish had never been in the sea. Whence
came this additional bread and this additional fish ~ They were
created, created by Him Who in the beginning created the heaven
and the earth, the sea, and all that in them is.
Why should the disciples, then, be amazed beyond measure at
such a Being walking on the sea ~ Why, too, should we be
amazed at amazing manifestations of His power on our behalf ~
Is anything too hard for our Omnipotent Divine SAVIOUR ~
No wonder that the other effect which His words and action
had upon them was that they" came and worshipped Him, saying,
Of a truth Thou art the SON of GOD" (Matt. xiv. 33).
What less can we say ~ Let us indeed believe in His Almighty
power, and take comfort from His heartening words, being fully
assured that He is "GOD of GOD, Light of Light, Very GOD of
Very GOD, Begotten not made, Being of one substance with the
FATHER, By Whom all things were made."
THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
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AIR RAIDS AND SHELTERS.
VII.-A TRIUMPHANT AIR RAID.
" For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Ohrist shall rise first: then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord."
-1 THESSALONIANS iv. 16, 17.

WHEN the Apostle Paul wrote this Epistle to the saints at
Thessalonica some of their number had died. Naturally the living
saints were grieved at the loss of some of their loved ones. The
apostle, however, was concerned that their sorrow should not be
of a hopeless character. Death in the case of a believer is a
translation from earth to heaven, and in the case of the believers
left behind there is the sure and certain prospect of reunion in
resurrection blessedness. The apostle therefore said, "I would
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."
God has graciously revealed to us that when any of His people
are absent from the body, they are present with the Lord. They
are" with Christ which is far better."
It is important that we should not be ignorant of this great and
precious truth. It brings immense comfort to our sorrowing
hearts. True, we should like to know more, but enough has been
revealed to assure us that those who have died in the Lord are
with Him, in Whose presence is fulness of joy, and at Whose
right hand are pleasures for evermore.
But besides their present blessedness there is the sure prospect of
resurrection glory and blessedness, and also of a grand reunion
of all the people of God at the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.
When that great event takes place, those who have fallen asleep
will God, through Jesus, bring with Jesus, and "we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
(precede) them which are asleep." For when the Lord comes,
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"the dead in Christ shall rise first," and then His living people,
having been changed, all the saints will be "caught up together,
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord." Here, indeed, is a grand and glorious prospect
for the people of God. Here is something to hope for. Here is
something to cheer us and to keep us from despair.
Now this grand and glorious event, the coming of the Lord,
may be called a triumphant air raid. With that thought in our
minds, let us consider it.
1. First, think of the time when this air raid will take place.
We know it will take place at His coming. At present He is
in heaven on the right hand of God. He is there in human form,
and there, His Father has said to Him, He is to remain "until I
make Thine enemies Thy footstool" (Ps. ex. 1). Till then the
heavens must receive Him, as the Apostle Peter said (see Acts
iii. 21). Till then He is expecting the day of His coming, when
His enemies shall be made His footstool (see Heb. x. 12, 13).
His people, too, are expecting. They are looking for the Saviour,
the Lord Jesus Christ, Who, when He comes, will change the body
of their humiliation that it may be fashioned like unto the body of
His glory (see Phil. iii. 20, 21).
Thus, He is looking forward to that day, and they, too, are
looking forward to the same day. Meanwhile, by His Spirit He
is always with them to cheer, to guide, to comfort, to teach and
to bless them.
But when will that day dawn 1 When will the Bridegroom
come to fetch His Bride to the mansions of glory 1 "Of that
day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but
My Father only" (Matt. xxiv. 36). The actual coming of the
Lord is absolutely sure and certain, but the date is not revealed.
No man knows it. No angel knows it. We need to beware,
therefore, of listening to any who pretend to know the day and
the hour of His coming. Many, in times gone by, and many
even in our own lifetime, have been deluded by those who have
claimed to know the date. Let us take heed to our Lord's Own
teaching on this subject. Evidently a time will come when some
will say, "Behold, He is in the desert," but if they do, our Lord
says, "Go not forth." Or they may say, "Behold, He is in the
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secret chambers"; in that case also Our Lord says, "Believe it
not. For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth
even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be" (Matt. xxiv. 26, 27, 36). His coming will be as manifest as
the lightning is manifest, when it shines in the heavens.
When He really does come we shall not need anyone to tell
us of the fact. When He thus comes He will invade the air. He
will descend from heaven into the atmosphere of the earth on
which we live.
An air raid fills the hearts of the people with terror, and when
Christ invades the air at His coming, it will be a terrifying and
unwelcome event to unsaved sinners. It will be as unwelcome
as is the coming of a thief in the night to such, and " When they
shall say, peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh
upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day
should overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light"
(1 Thess. v. 2-5).
The Lord's coming to you will not be an unwelcome event,
as the coming of a thief in the night is unwelcome. To you His
coming is a glorious event--an event for which you long, an event
which will cause you to lift up your heads, knowing that then
your complete redemption draweth nigh. Thus the sight of the
Lord descending from heaven will fill the hearts of His people
with unutterable joy. "Believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable
and full of glory" (1 Peter i. 7, 8).
2. Secondly, think of the character of this air raid.
The air will be invaded by the manifest presence of the King
of kings and Lord of lords. "The Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven." His descent will be preceded by the shaking of
the powers of heaven, i.e., the shaking of the heavenly bodies.
"Then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory" (Luke xxi. 26, 27).
He will descend" with a shout," the shout of a commander, a
loud summons, a trumpet call, a triumphant shout. There will
also be "the voice of the archangel," and the sound of "the
trump of God," a trumpet which will sound at God's command.
A shout, the voice of the archangel, the trump or trumpet will
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all announce the Lord's descent, His invasion of the air. But all
the holy angels will be with Him (Matt. xxv. 31). Their number
is " ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands"
(Rev. v. 11).
The centre of this vast throng of angelic beings will be the Lord
Himself. Who can describe, who can in any measure realize, what
an awe-inspiring and unexampled manifestation of the Divine
presence and of the presence of a vast company of angelic beings
this will be?
Then the dead in union with Christ shall rise from their graves.
All the dead saints from the beginning of the world's history shall
rise clothed with incorruptible bodies. Adam, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Isaac, and J acob, Moses, Samuel, and David, the
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the dear children of God
with whom we have companied, all in Christ shall be made alive.
Besides, all living believers shall be changed " in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed"
(1 Cor. xv. 51, 52). Then the whole company of God's risen and
changed people "shall be caught up together in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord"
(1 Thess. iv. 16, 17).
No anti-aircraft guns will interfere with this triumphant invasion
of the air. Joy will fill the hearts of the Lord's people when they
see Him Who loved them and gave Himself for them. The days
of their mourning will then for ever be ended. Awful fear and
dread, however, will fill the hearts of the enemies of Christ at
that solemn and eventful time. Kings, great, rich and mighty
men, bondmen and free men, will call upon the mountains and
rocks to fall on them, "and hide them from the face of Him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb" (Rev.
vi. 15-17). For, when He is revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels, He will take vengeance on them that know not
God and obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. But He
will be "glorified in His saints, and admired in all them that
believe in that day" (2 Thess. i. 7-10).
3. Lastly, think of the mighty results of this air raid.
Millions upon millions of departed saints will rise in bodies of
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resurrection glory. Christ will change the bodies of our humiliation
that they may be fashioned like unto the body of His glory. A
mighty and instantaneous change will take place in the case of
all the living saints. " We shall all be changed." No exceptions.
There will be no evacuation to some other town or earthly country,
but there will be miraculous evacuation to meet the Lord in the
air, and then to be for ever with Him in the heavenly mansions.
" Ten thousand times ten thousand,
In sparkling raiment bright,
The armies of the ransomed saints
Throng up the steeps of light:
'Tis finished-all is finished,
Their fight with death and sin;
Fling open wide the golden gates,
And let the victors in.
" What rush of Hallelujahs
Fills all the earth and sky !
What ringing of a thousand harps
Bespeaks the triumph nigh!
o day! for which creation
And all its tribes were made:
o joy! for all its former woes
A thousandfold repaid.

The longing of the redeemed may be expressed in the words,
" Let me among Thy saints be found,
Whene'er the archangel's trump shall sound,
And see Thy smiling face:
Then with what rapture shall I sing,
While heaven's resounding mansions ring
With shouts of sovereign grace!"
THE EDITOR.
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18ilgtim 18apetf:S.
WELLSPRINGS.
" If it had not been the Lord Who was on our side, now may Israel say:
If it had not been the Lord Who was on our side, when men rose up
against us: Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had
gone over our soul,. Then the proud waters had gone over our soul."
-PSALM cxxiv.
WE might divide up this Psalm in three parts. There is a supposition
in verses 1 to 3, and that a groundless one. Then a declaration of
disappointed fears in verses 4 and 5; and an ascription of praise in
verses 6 to 8.
The soul of the Psalmist had been passing through troubled waters.
It was no new experience to David. And meanwhile with him,
gracious servant and greatly beloved son as he was to his God, he
was subject to fears and an oft" cast down soul" like us all. And it
is well for us to think of the oft deliverances and the wonderful support
the Lord's dear servant had from his God, and learn his lesson, so that
when" cast down" he would" encourage himself in .the Lord his
God"; and when realizing his enemies as "many and lively and
strong," he would yet" flee unto his Refuge and Hiding Place" and
shelter there confidently until those tyrannies were once more past.
Now in the words before us, David is looking back to trace gratefully
how very near had been the destroyer; but nearer had been his
Deliverer. It is one of the songs of degrees, and the soul rises in contemplation, gratitude, and praise as he acknowledges his wonderful
escape and how all his" help was in the name of the Lord Who made
heaven and earth." The mighty God, the Creator of the heavens and
ear~h, had been his Helper and Deliverer, and to Him must be the
praIse.
You and I, beloved, if in a lesser degree than David's experience
or deliverance from the hands of his cruel and treacherous enemy
King Saul, are yet able to -trace in the verses above quoted our own
steps as the steps of every believer. We all have our days of cloud
and darkness, fears and depression, when we have thought that this
latest trial was heavier than any of those we had known before, and
that we must at last be overwhelmed. We are weakened of our
strength in the way. We may be feeling the loss of strength in
advancing years, and our souls may be becoming discouraged as trial
follows upon trial, and cloud succeeds cloud, and the way seems more
hedged up than ever.. Perhaps you and I are just feeling all this to-day
when everything in the world, the nation, the State, and Christendom,
seems all under a portentous cloud. It does not surprise us. We
only feel amazed and humbled at the long-suffering of our God, Who
does not deservedly cut us wholly off. But there is yet and always
mercy and forgiveness with Him, Who doth not cast us away and Who
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yet" waiteth to be gracious." We are brought back again and again
to say with the Psalmist ~ "If it had not been the Lord Who was on
our side." But that He was is realized in the grateful afterward, and
we are again and again melted at His marvellous long-suffering, forbearance, and mercy. In converse with a beloved friend recently,
and bemoaning our own personal sins and backslidings, as also those
of our nation, she spoke of her dear mother, now in glory, who once
aptly remarked on the words of a familiar hymn, " prone to wander,"
how we might more truthfully mourn, "bent on backsliding." And
it will ever be the truth of your and my lives, fellow-believer, as we
are preserved from hell, that" it is of the Lord's mercies that we are
not consumed."
But to our text. I spoke of the opening sentence as a groundless
supposition. For the Lord's children are eternally preserved, and have
no just cause for fear. I am reminded of the dear old Christian negress
to whom the testing questions were once put to try the faith of the
convert by the missionary. She was asked how it was that she always
appeared so bright and cheerful in all her dark trials, and making them
even appear bright by her cheeriness. She replied that she " turned
from de dark to de light." She was further asked, "But suppose
your health and your sight go with advancing years, you will be less
able to meet the difficulties of your case. Do you think you could
then rejoice and be as bright?" The dear old negress replied in her
smiles, " Suppose! I never suppose! De Lord is my Shepherd, and
dat's enough for me." Beautiful, living, child-like, God-honouring
faith!
Oh! blessed be God, there are no ifs nor contingencies with Him.
No " ifs nor buts to foul the stream, nor peradventure there," as dear
Kent wrote. And we think too of dear Joseph Irons, who penned in
his warmth and fervour :" Contingency! I leave for infidels,
A term degrading to redemption's scheme I
Lord, let Thy secret be revealed to me,
Show me the Covenant heavenly wisdom plann'd.
Ordered in every part, confirmed with oaths,
And like Thyself-Immutable."

We find the Psalmist using the little word " if" again on another
occasion. "If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous
do ?" But the Lord's dear servant knew too well that" the foundation
of the Lord standeth sure," is immovable, and can never be destroyed.
Zion's King has founded His Church upon the Eternal Rock of Ages,
and no assault of earth or hell's legions can pluck Her thence. See
how the Lord deals with the" ifs" of His people. When He uses
the word, see to what all gracious, compassionate, and assuring argument
does He put it. "Thus saith the Lord, which giveth the sun for
a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a
light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar;
the Lord of hosts is His Name."

The Gospel Magazine

I

"If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the Lord, then the
seed of Israel shall cease from being a nation before me for ever"
(Jer. xxxi. 35, 36). What a royal challenge is thus thrown out by
Him Who holds Himself responsible by an everlasting Covenant that
summer and winter, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, shall not
fail or the Covenant of His peace be removed.
"He hath established them for ever and ever" (Ps. cxlviii. 6).
And again, " For this is as the waters of Noah unto Me: for as I have
sworn that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth;
so have I sworn that I would not be wrath with thee, nor rebuke
thee. For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but
shall not depart from thee, nor the Covenant of My peace be removed,
my kindness saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee" (Isa. liv. 9, 10).
And blessedly again does He throw out this comfortable and establishing truth for His fearing people. "Thus saith the Lord, If ye can
break My Covenant of the day, and my Covenant of the night and
there should not be day and night in their season; then may also My
Covenant be broken with David my servant," etc. (Jer. xxxiii. 20, 21).
Man's mutability! God's immutability!
But we must pass on to our second consideration, and which has
been declared in the Scriptures above quoted. We said that the
fourth and fifth verses included a declaration of disappointed fears.
The child of God is never forsaken-never given over to the enemy at
the last. He may be fearfully assaulted and terribly wounded, but
Satan never is allowed to have the last word with anyone of the elect
sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. They are " kept by
the mighty power of God through faith unto salvation." They are
not" swallowed up "; neither are the waters permitted to overwhelm
them, nor" the proud waters" hold their soul in their depths. It is
all because the Lord was on their side and took their part against
every destroyer; and they came forth "the living, the living to praise
Him as I do this day," as said Hezekiah (Isa. xxxviii. 19).
" How happy is the little flock,
Who, safe beneath their guardian Rock,
In all commotions rest!
When war and tumult's waves run high,
Unmoved above the storm they lie,
They lodge in Jesus' breast."

Ah! there was only One Who could say, " All Thy waves and billows
have gone over Me," and Who endured for you and me, ransomed
sinner, the wrath of Divine justice which must be met either by
the guilty hell-deserving sinner, or his glorious Surety. And all
this Jesus became for us, endured the cross, despising the shame, and
has passed into the heavens, there to appear before His Father for
us. Now as dear Gurnall reminds us, " How can a child of God sink
so long as his head is above water 1" And blessed be the God of our
hope, our Living Head is in glory and there to bring everyone of His
blood-bought sinner train home to His Father. "Because I live, ye
shall live also."
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Thus, beloved, with daily deliverances, marvellous preservations,
and as subjects of His bountiful care over us, we look back and trace
the pathway of mercy and lovingkindnesses, His ceaseless watchful. ness lest any hurt us night and day, and" preserved in Christ Jesus"
we have our ascription of praise put into our grace-opened lips and
say, " Blessed be the Lord, Who hath not given us as a prey to their
teeth.
" Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers; the
snare is broken, and we are escaped. Our help is in the name of the
Lord Who made heaven and earth."
"Then when landed on that shore,
''Vhere my mind was fix'd before,
In sweet raptures I shall see
All my safety was in Thee." (Adams.)

R.

A NATIONAL HYMN OF CONFESSION AND SUPPLICATION.
EZRA ix: NEHEMIAH ix: DANIEL ix.
Tune-Melcombe.
GREAT God, at whose disposing voice
The nations tremble or rejoice,
We come before Thy gracious throne
To make our supplications known.
Proud of her glory, Britain boasts
The strength and safety of her coasts;
But peace and war Thy word fulfil,
And only move to do Thy will.
We bow before the judgment due,
Yet humbly for Thy mercy sue:
We read the message of Thy rod,
And fly for refuge to our God.
And shall we supplicate in vain,
Nor one sweet ray of hope obtain 1
Shall sorrow bow before Thy feet,
And empty leave the mercy-seat 1
Spare us, good Lord, in mercy spare,
And let Thy righteous wrath forbear;
Still let Thy kind and bounteous hand
Defend and bless our native land.

Epsom.

Still may our highly favoured isles
Enjoy the sunlight of Thy smiles;
And in Thy grace, so rich and free,
May sinners Thy salvation see.
WILLIAM WILEMAN.
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THE FIERY TRIAL.
A

SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON AT
ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
.
you, as though some strange thing happened unto you,. but rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufJerings,. that, when
His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy."
-1 PETER iv. 12, 13.

To God's tried people there are few truths I take it more consolatory
than that which the prophet Jeremiah records in a brief sentence,
namely, "The way of man is not in himself." I say there are few
. truths more consolatory in the experience of God's people than that
truth, " it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps." And that
really is the truth, I submit, underlying our text to-night. This
text is addressed to the beloved people of God; loved of God the Father,
of God the Son, and of God the Holy Ghost alike; loved by the
Holy Three with one love, God's love. And since God is love, well
then God bestows all He Himself is upon that sinner so far as grace
can make him receptive of such a gift. "Beloved." Christ's suflerings in His members are here brought before us. Peter was a suffering
member of the Body of Christ, and he breathes here his own Master's
spirit: "Beloved."
How well it is for God's people at all times rather than merely
occasionally to remember that the Church of God is after all but
one Church. Men's minds get confused about the subject of the
Church of God and the unity of the Church of God by reason of
the number of human divisions and denominations and ecclesiastical
systems which exist in the world. These latter are of necessity all
of them visible, and as they are visible so are they only temporal.
We can date the beginning of these earthly churches. Many of these
earthly churches bear the names of their founders. But the Church
of God, dear friends, as she lay in the heart of Jehovah had never
a beginning-had never a beginning as, I repeat it, she lay in the
heart of Jehovah. By which I mean she was the object of His great
love, for God never began to love His people-He always loved them.
So that if you are asking for the origin of the Church of God you must
refer to this blessed truth that the Church of God ever dwelt in
Jehovah's own heart. He gave her being according to His own
gracious pleasure in due time. Now for six thousand years God has
been manifesting the objects of His love in the human family
unrestricted by any earthly bounds. Holy Scripture teaches us that
God's people are scattered throughout the earth, and that when at
the last the trumpet sounds and God wills to quicken those who sleep
in Him and to catch up those who then shall be alive on the earth29
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when this comes to pass-then the consummation of God's love will
be fulfilled, then the people of God will be manifested as never
before. Hence it is that in the eighth of Romans the hope that is
set before God's people is spoken of as "the manifestation of the
sons of God," "waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of
our body." What a hope is this, what a good hope, how sure it is
because Divine, implanted by God according to His good pleasure
in hearts that must otherwise have for eternity remained ignorant
of such a truth. Let us look upon all the Lord's people then, fellow
believers, as members of one Church, " the Church of the Firstborn "
whose names are written in heaven, and let us seek to look above all
these temporary arrangements which men have made which they call
churches, and which in a sense are churches in the earth.
The primary idea of the word Church is a calling out and a calling
into assembly or congregation. Really the primary idea is a calling
out, afterwards a separating and a congregating. And so men have
separated themselves from other ecclesiastical bodies and denominations and have united themselves to one which they have considered
more Scriptural, it may be, than the rest. They have come out
from the other churches and have associated themselves with
another congregation of professing Christian people. But what God
does in the day and in the way of His grace is to call His people
out of darkness into marvellous light and to separate them from a
world that lieth in the wicked one, to congregate them together and
in His Own marvellous grace to make them the body mystical of
Christ.
All this work of grace, let us always bear in mind, is God's work
from first to last. It is He Who calls the sinner to the knowledge
of his sins and to the knowledge of salvation through the atoning
blood of Christ, and it is His act to put such called sinners into the
number and body of His dear children, His sons and daughters.
Salvation in every aspect of it, whether we speak of its origin, or
whether we speak of its execution, its application, its realization,
salvation in all these and other aspects is truly of the Lord. Salvation
is Jehovah's delightful work. God has been pleased to place Himself
in the position of rejoicing in the work of His own hands, so that
when He calls a sinner out of darkness into light, He engages in a
work in which His whole Being finds satisfaction. In this, as in all
other things that God does to and for and in His people He does it
not grudgingly nor of necessity. God in this matter is a cheerful
Giver.
" Beloved"-and then comes the teaching of our passage addressed
to these persons, or, to these characters. How unlike God's teaching
is to human teaching. How faithful God is in setting before His
believing ones not only the sweets of the Gospel, but also its bitterness; not merely things attractive in themselves, but things also
which in their nature are deterrent, from which flesh and blood would
promptly turn away. But the Lord keeps back none of His truth.
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He sets His whole counsel before His people and brings them into
happy fellowship with Himself about their own interests. I grant
you-and we shall all agree in it-that we are slow learners of God's
counsel in our own interests. It takes a lifetime, I suppose, in the
case of every child of God to bring him into full fellowship with the
counsels of God. In part this reason obtains-that God unfolds
His counsel progressively, here a little, there a little, so that our
education in a knowledge of Divine truth while here is a matter which
at the best can only be partial in its nature. Paul, the aged one,
deeply instructed in the counsel of God, as you know, confessed of
himself and of his fellow-believers, We know nothing yet as we ought
to know. We now see through or in a glass or mirror darkly. We
see not yet in the things of God face to face; we think and we speak
very much like children. But we shall not always thus be children
in understanding; the time will come when we shall know even
as we are known of God. Meanwhile the Lord will instruct, the
Lord will teach, the Lord will chasten, the Lord will correct, the
Lord will chastise His people so as by these and other means
to bring them into communion of thought with Himself about
their own interests. "Beloved, think it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you." These counsels are addressed
apparently to trembling believers, whoever they are and wherever
they may be. All God's people are given to trembling-much or
little-concerning their future. I do not speak now of their eternal
future, I am speaking at present of the providential arrangements
of God's wisdom. I say all of us even who believe in the Lord Jesus
are given to anticipate and forebode fiery trials, afflictions, and losses,
and very likely in many cases we create for ourselves a passing hour
of anxiety and distress, for in the issue the things we dreaded came
not to pass; we were walking rather by sight than by faith, we
were calculating the strong probabilities of this or that evil overtaking us, walking, as I say, by sense. Oh, how we err in this matter.
Oh, how wise are the words of the hymn, " Judge not the Lord by
feeble sense," for it is a feeble thing. Human judgment is an errant
thing, predisposed to misunderstand God, to misapprehend God,
to misexplain the things and the ways -and the dealings of God.
"Think not" is the command, if I may so term it, of our text"think not," you are predisposed to think that that which looms
on the horizon of your experience is a strange providence. "Beloved,
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you."
We do not know to what historical circumstances these words
primarily apply. Looking somewhat carefully into them we conclude
that they have a reference to times of persecution for the truth's
sake, but they are not restricted to such experiences. Every child
of God, as he journeys on by the path marked out, Divinely marked
out, for him, confronts tribulation. The Lord adjusts the tribulations
of His people according to His Own perfect knowledge of that which
is best for them, and those of us who need affiiction most by way
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of education, correction, and chastisement, well, we get perhaps the
full measure of tribulation and a cross heavier perhaps than the cross
appointed some others. It is written in Scripture for us that through
-much tribulation we must enter the kingdom, but you need with
me bless God that the word "must" is there written, "through
much tribulation "-well, as grace helps us, let us bless God for all
His dealings, including our troubles, but we get here beyond that,
we are not left there, "through much tribulation we must enter."
There is no doubt about the entering into the kingdom, whatever
may be said about the tribulatlon which, more or less, must be, and
therefore there need be no uncertainty in our minds about this or
that trouble. But, children of God, the Scripture does not warrant
us to question our entrance into the kingdom of God as God's called
people. "Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial
that is to try you." God will not put off His Own appointments,
though we may cry with bitterness of soul against them, though
we may struggle against them, though we may, like Paul the Apostle,
go to Him once, twice, three times, and say, "Lord, take it away,
take it away, take it away." The Lord saw not fit to alter His
Divine appointment concerning the affliction of His dear servant,
His faithful servant and witness, the Apostle Paul. "Thrice," said
Paul, I besought the Lord touching this thing, and He at last explained
to me. He gave me light, His Own light, and in His Own light I saw
what wisdom He was displaying toward me, I saw what goodness
and mercy were in reserve for me. He led me to this point, "My
grace is sufficient for thee, My strength is made perfect in weakness."
Paul was enabled by that Divine teaching to rest satisfied with the
tribulation appointed him, nor with it only, but with the great increase
of tribulation besides. "Most gladly," he says, will I therefore
suffer. I glory in infirmities, in tribulations, and afflictions; for
I find that then when I am weak under their pressure, under the
burden of them, the Lord supplies in secret such measures of strength
that I am more than sufficient to meet the demand. No, there is
nothing strange, dear children of God, in your Heavenly Father's
dealings-nothing strange. His ways to you and me daily are fresh,
they are new through mercy every morning-like His mercies.
Tomorrow will bring its own trouble with it in the case of everyone
of you, it will bring with it its peculiar exercising trials of your faith,
of your patience, and of your obedience, trials of every grace that
God has been pleased to bestow upon you, for it is by these things
men live, it is by these trials the Lord builds up the Christian character
of His people and causes them to grow in grace and in the knowledge
and likeness of their beloved Saviour. Who of God's people then
would be without trial, sanctified tribulation? "Beloved, think it
not strange," but let us seek, as Divine grace shall enable us, to
believe that all the Lord's ways with us are ways of love. Love,
like an unbroken thread of gold, runs through all the ramifications,
all the experiences of God's saints in the earth. Love bottoms every
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providence, love caps every providence, and between these two
extremes love reigns supreme. We often see it not; .alas, how blind
we are, how cold of heart in responding to love like His, how formal
and unworthy are our thoughts about Him. Yet He loves with
an unchanging love and orders all our interests in that selfsame love.
The fiery trial which is to try you-leave it to the Lord. He
heats the furnace wisely. You know His purpose is to reduce the
precious metal, to separate it from all dross and defilement which
of the flesh would naturally cling to it. And He must heat the
furnace sufficiently to reduce us to the right disposition of heart
and we are soft enough, pliable enough. When our hearts are
graciously responsive to His holy pleasure then He will stamp His
own character upon us deeply and indelibly. Thus the' Lord leads
us into fellowship with the Man of sorrows. What a wonderful
dignity there is conferred upon the affiictions of God's people in this
passage of ours to-night. "Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ's sufferings:" I say what a dignity He is pleased to put upon
our limited sufferings for the truth's sake, for indeed they are limited
sufferings. The Lord does not exact overmuch, I am sure, at the
hands of His dear people, and He has exacted the full satisfaction
at the hands of His beloved Son. Our sufferings, as I often have
remarked, have no merit in them as had the sufferings of the Lord
Jesus. An infinite value of merit attached to all He suffered; we
remember Who He was and remember that He placed Himself
voluntarily in the position of a servant and became obedient to the
Law of which He was Himself the Divine Author. But we as disciples,
we as children, we as slow-hearted followers of this blessed One Who
bought us with His blood and Who justified us by His grace and
brought us into happy fellowship with Himself, are yet bidden by
Him to take up the cross of discipline. Our cross is only disciplinary,
it is not meritorious. In a sense the cross of Christ was disciplinary,
because it is ,written He "learned obedience by the things which
He suffered"; so that you see there are two aspects of the cross
of Christ, there is the meritorious aspect of it which concerns the
salvation of our souls, and there is the disciplinary aspect which
is by way of example for us to follow, to take up daily and to bear
meekly and patiently, and by grace perseveringly, and it is to the
disciplinary aspect of the cross of Christ that reference is made here:
"Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings," that
is, after the pattern or example of Christ's sufferings. Now when
we through grace are enabled in the time of trouble to contemplate
the sorrows of Jesus-oh, how light our burden becomes, how changed
the quality of our cup from bitterness to sweetness, and we drink
it up with the joy or delight of which the apostle speaks in this verse"Rejoice." Flesh and blood can never rejoice in tribulation, but
the children of God as they love the Lord Jesus and contemplate
lovingly His love and His cross, His sufferings, His obedience unto
blood, they learn how-learn the secret of it--to rejoice in tribulation.
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The very comparison of their few sufferings with His infinite sufferings
thus brings them to realize "my cross is nothing in comparison with
His," and if He bare His heavy cross as He did and became for me
an Example that I should follow His steps, blessed is this affiiction,
blessed trouble, blessed chastening, His blessed appointment. Oh,
children of God, if we thus gave ourselves more habitually to the
cdntemplation of the sorrows of Jesus we should pass through this
present time-state in a more contented frame of mind and heart,
arid the high praises of our God would more commonly find expression
from our lips.
" Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that,
when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding
joy." We are to be looking forward then to the end. There is an
end to these trials. They are all of them appointed just for a season.
" If need be," ye are for a season in tribulation, and never without
a needs be is any child of God in trouble. Do take note of that.
I say never without a needs be is any child of God found in a condition
of tribulation. "That when His glory shall be revealed "-the
Lord Jesus to-night is represented in these Scriptures as patiently
waiting for that glorious day, thus: "The Lord direct your hearts
into the love of God, and into the patience (margin) of Christ"into fellowship with the patient One Who, seated at the Father's
right Hand, is daily placing under His feet all power and all authority.
" He must reign, till He hath put all enemies under His feet." And
He has now been engaged for nineteen hundred years, since His
glorious resurrection and ascension, in putting under His feet the
things that oppose Him and His. The last enemy that will remain
to be destroyed is death. That will also be vanquished when the
Lord shall come. The trumpet shall sound, the graves shall be spoiled
of their present prey, and the Lord's people shall be caught up together
with these slumbering saints to meet the Lord in the air. That is
the incident, the glorious event, to which our text points forward.
His glories shall be revealed and coincidently with this the tried,
the affiicted, followers of Christ shall put on their beautiful garments.
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at or in the sound of the
trump the Church of God shall be changed into the likeness of her
beloved Lord and Head and Kinsman and Surety . Yes, she shall
see Him as He is. This meanwhile she is assured of,· " We know
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see
Him as He is," and we shall bless Him, dear fellow-tried children
of God, for every appointed cross for us and ours during our education
down here, during the days of our pilgrimage on earth. Ah, these
daily burdens that distress and perplex and exercise us when we
come to read them in the light of the Lord's great love we shall
" bless the Hand that guided," and we shall" bless the Heart that
planned," we shall testify, Thou hast done all things well, Lord.
I praise Thee now as I never could on earth, for all the bitter that
Thou didst mingle with my cup of experience, for every cross and
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difficulty and perplexity that was allotted to me then. I see how
. all these things in Thy Hand did indeed work together for my good
and how they have resulted in everlasting joy-that" ye may be
glad also "-" glad with exceeding joy." Rejoice now but remember
the exceeding joy is yet in reserve. Be satisfied now with the Lord's
ways, hereafter your satisfaction shall be sevenfold.
Oh, may the Lord give us grace, fellow believers, to realize the
truth of these words, grace to live upon them daily as Divine realities.
May He grant it for Christ's sake. Amen.

I HAVE SINNED.
IX.

JUDAS-SORROW OF THE WOR,LD.

By TREVOR T. EDwARDs, F.R.H.S.
OUT of Kerioth comes the dark enigma, a cold, shuddering dark
shadow that has cast its shade over two millenia. This dark shadow
is long and deep and subterranean; its mysteries cannot be explored,
nor this problem solved.
The shadow thus cast is that which comes from a name of opprobrium
well known, a name which is strangely absent now as a cognomen
among men. At one time it was a popular name for a mother to
give to her boy: now it is fit only as an epithet synonymous with
traitor-Judas Iscariot, of the Tribe of Judah!
In the Gospels there are three lists of the twelve apostles. The
last name in each list reads, "Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
Him" (Matt. x. 4; Mark iii. 19). "Judas Iscariot, who also was
the traitor" (Luke vi. 16). John gives no list, but brings Peter
and Judas, the first and twelfth names, together (vi. 68-71). Peter
says, " Lord, to whom shall we go ~ Thou hast the words of eternal
life." Traitors remain silent. The words of Jesus are heavy and
impressive-" Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a
devil ~ ... being one of the twelve." Likewise also the tear-provoking
sigh, " He that loveth Me not keepeth not My sayings" (John xiv. 24).
Dark indeed must have been the heart of Iscariot.
Dr. A. T.Pierson says of Judas, " With unparalleled opportunities
for assimilation to our Lord, Judas became himself the arch-traitor
and incarnate demon; while John, one of the same company, opens
his whole nature to the influence and power of our Lord's personal
teaching and presence. These two opposite characters and careers
stand out in perpetual contrast teaching the eternal lesson-that
mere outward associations, without inner sympathy, cannot assimilate
us towards good."
The four Gospels relate the anointing at Bethany (Matt. xxvi.
6-13; Mark xiv. 3-9; Luke vii. 36-50; John xii. 1-8). John alone
refers tQ the treasurer of the apostolic band (xiii. 19). The traitor
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.and thief hypocritically asks, "Why was not this ointment sold for
three hundred pence and given to the poor 1 This he said, not that
he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief."
Little indeed do we read of the dark thoughts that passed and
repassed in the mind of Iscariot. This, however, is not our loss,
for we have dark thoughts enough of our own, and the whole Bible
is the portrayal of all the evil deeds flesh so easily commits.
After this tender attention by Mary at Bethany, when the Lord's
dear head had been anointed to the burial, Judas sought the chief
priests, how he might deliver Jesus unto them (Matt. xxvi. 14-16;
Mark xiv. 10, 11; Luke xxii. 3-6). Luke significantly adds, "To
deliver Him unto them in the absence of the multitude." Then,
because it was the Passover, he had the appointment to keep with
the rest of the Disciples around the Lamb of God. If the conscience
of Iscariot was callous, the heart of Christ was " troubled in spirit"
(Matt. xxvi. 20-25; Mark xiv. 17-21; Luke xxii. 21-23; John xiii.
18-30). Jesus said, "Woe unto that man through whom the Son
of Man is betrayed! good for that man if he had not been born."
" For the Son of Man indeed goeth, as it hath been determined."
The words of Augustine of Hippo, as quoted by Calvin (Inst. I, xviii. 4),
are solemn: "Since God delivered Christ, and Christ delivered His
own body, and Judas delivered the Lord, why in this delivery is
God righteous and man guilty 1 Because in the same act they acted
not from the same cause." As the Holy Ghost declareth, "Him,
being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain"
(Acts iL 23).
The betrayal of the Prince of Life into the hands of the children
of the devil is given by all four evangelists (Matt. xxvi. 47-56; Mark
xiv. 43-52; Luke xxii. 47-53; John xviii. 2-9). Those who sought
one solitary Man came as "a multitude with swords and staves,"
led by the traitor who came with a "kiss." Even though they came
to the Light of the Wodd, their own darkness was so profound that
they had to come" thither with lanterns and torches and weapons."
Jesus said to them, when at last they did find Him, "This is your
hour, and the power of darkness." But why is all this done? "This
is done that the Scriptures might be fulfilled."
There are no less than thirty-six prophecies, uttered over a period
of over one thousand years and more, which were all fulfilled within
the period of those hours wherein we see Gabbatha, Gethsemane,
Golgotha. Concerning Judas it can be said, "When he speaketh
fair, believe him not: for there are seven abominations in his heart.
Whose hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness shall be showed
before the whole congregation" (Prov. xxvi. 25, 26). Sad words,
but sadder yet---" Mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, who
did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against Me" (Ps. xli. 9).
Again, " I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and
if not, forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver ...
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And I took the thirty pieces of silver and cast them unto the potter,
in the house of the Lord" (Zech. xi. 12, 13).
Matthew alone records the suicide of Iscariot (xxvii. 3-10):
" Judas ... when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself,
and brought back the thirty pieces of silver . . . saying, I HAYE
SINNED in that I have betrayed the innocent blood." But the
sons of the devil (John viii. 44) said, "What is that to us 1 ... he
cast down the pieces of silver into the sanctuary and departed; and
went and hanged himself." "Judas confessed himself to a priest,
and yet went out and hanged himself" (John Trapp).
Judas is said to have been the most fiery of the apostles; he
even raised the dead, and yet-he has this much to his credit, that
after betraying his Master, he did not attend meetings and revile
his former associates, nor did he sponge on the priests and Pharisees
to be received into their society, nor did he go swaggering about
Judrea saying that he had joined the gentlemen of Jerusalem.
No! he was contrite and ashamed, and slipped away and hanged
himself.
After Pentecost "Peter stood in the midst of the Disciples, and
said . . . Men and brethren, this Scripture must needs be fulfilled,
.which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning
Judas, who was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was numbered
with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man
purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong,
he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And
it was known to all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that
field is called . . . Aceldama . . . the field of blood. For it is written
in the Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let another dwell
therein, and his office let another take" (Acts i. 15-20; Ps. xli. 9 ;
lxix. 25). "There are unbelievers who, though they would have the
safety Christ has purchased, will not pay Him the services He hath
merited" (Stephen Charnock).
Oh, may we not be like Judas and of the company of those in the
ministry who do all their evil deeds of unbelief and doubts and denials
of the Bible, within the Church. These modern Iscariots may" come
after" Christ, but they do not "follow" Christ (Mark viii. 34).
Jesus said, " That the saying might be fulfilled . . . of them which
Thou gavest Me have I lost none" (John xviii. 9).
.. At best, sin is only a gilded chariot
Travelling to doom as it did with Iscariot."

May our" part and lot" be that of the other Judas in the apostolic
band. "Sanctified by God and preserved in Jesus Christ . . . looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ ... Him Who is able to keep
you from falling" (Jude i. 21, 24).. " For godly sorrow worketh
repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of
the world worketh death" (2 Cor. vii. 10).
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JUDGMENT AND MERCY.

How vividly in his third chapter Habakkuk describes the tremendousness of .God's judgments. The whole earth shook, the mountains
trembled, as they saw the Lord threshing the heathen in His anger.
Habakkuk was one that waited upon God, waited long and looked.
He had had for himself words of hope and of encouragement. He
knew that at the end the vision would speak, i.e., his hope in God would
prove to have been well-founded. But when he looked at the whirlwinds and the storm, his lips quivered at the voice. He said, " Rottenc
ness entered into my bones, and I trembled in myself that I might
rest in the day of tro)lble." He knew that he had no stock of his own
to sustain him, from any point of view, but God-his strength and
his Comforter, gave him to finish his prophecy in a song of unparalleled confidence and joy.
How often his request has been repeated, "In wrath remember
mercy"-; and it seemed on the afternoon of the Lord's day, Sept. 3rd,
when a rainbow was to be seen in the sky, that that mercy was not
yet forgotten. On the horizon there was the bow in the cloud which
God set after the Flood. While it remains, mercy does so too. The
mountains had been covered with the overwhelmings of His indignation, but at the word of God they reappeared, the little hills reappeared,
and the valleys, again to be clothed with flocks. Noah came out of
the ark, and built an altar unto the Lord. What graciousness in the
Almighty to give so tangible a proof that He governs the whole world.
The bow is in the sky, unconfined, and for whosoever will to look at
it. God said that when He looked upon it He would remember" the
everlasting Covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is upon the earth." Since the days of Noah the sun has lit
it up thousands of times. Its glory and beauty have been over the
same, but on occasions its radiance has been of special and very gracious
significance.
This thought reminded me of an exchange of opinions that used to
exercise certain theologians on this question; Is it " The Word" or
" The coming in of the Word" that is appointed and used by the
Lord for the comfort and help of His needy family ~ On the one side
it was argued that God, with His infallible pen, has written the
promises for His people once and for ever; promises to suit all possible
conditions, and that His children, having the great blessing of knowing
what these promises are, should believe them, and be comforted.
Nothing is to be added to them: they are the entail of the children
of God. Did not the apostle say that we have the more sure word of
prophecy? more sure since Christ came and sealed it, and that we
did well to take heed to it ~ Yes, the other side would reply, but they
who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, still like newborn babies
should desire a constant portion for themselves. All the promises
belonged to the Psalmist. The Psalms are in the middle of .the Bible
as the feelings of the soul are in the middle of the saints' being, and
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THE ATONEMENT AS TAUGHT IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.
By THR REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON.
AN ADDRESS AT CLIFTON CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 3RD, 1900.
MR. ORMISTON, DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS: In an address, delivered
about ten years ago, the late Mr. Spurgeon used these words: "I
should like to get out of bed ten minutes before I died to declare the
truth of the atoning Sacrifice and shock the King's enemies." It is
well known that Mr. Spurgeon greatly delighted in the doctrine of the
Atonement. The doctrine of the substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus Christ was the great theme of his preaching. And we all know
how much God honoured His servant, and how much blessing attended
his ministry in consequence. All ministers of the Gospel cannot
expect the same amount of blessing to attend their ministry, as did
that of the late Mr. Spurgeon, but we must feel, that if any blessing
at all is to attend the work of any minister of the Gospel, it must be
because the atoning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ is prominent
in his teaching, and therefore it is highly fitting that this should be
the subject for consideration at the last Clifton Conference of the
nineteenth century. No other subject is of greater importance. It
is the central truth of the Gospel! It is the foundation of the hopes of
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God's people; and if we are robbed of the Atonement we have nothIng
to stand upon.
This morning our attention will be drawn (following on the subject
of yesterday) to "The Atonement, as Fulfilled, and Taught in the
New Testament Scriptures." As this subject will be dealt with by
a large number of speakers, both this morning and this evening, I
propose to confine my remarks wholly to the latter half of the subject,
and even here, necessarily, I shall only be able to touch the subject.
Others will, no doubt, deal more exhaustively with it. I propose,
then, to draw your attention to a few thoughts gathered from the
New Testament showing us how the Atonement is taught in that
portion of the Word of God.
1. In the first place, I would ask you to observe that we are taught
in the New Testament that the Atonement is a Oovenant Truth. You
will remember the words of olJ.r Lord: "This is My blood of the new
Covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt.
xxvi. 28). And you will remember the words of the Epistle to the
Hebrews that" God brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that Great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
Covenant" (Heb. xiii. 20). The blood which Lord Jesus Christ shed
was" the blood of the Covenant." It was the blood of the everlasting
arrangement, which had been made by the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, before the foundations of the world were laid. We read
in Hebrews viii. that one of the blessings of the Covenant is the pardon
of sin. I shall not have time to refer you to the passages, as I must
be very brief; but you will remember that in that passage the prophecy
of Jeremiah is quoted; and in reference to the blessings of the Covenant,
it is stated that God would first of all put" His laws into their mind,
and write them in their hearts," pointing to the doctrine of regeneration
and sanctification; and next it is stated, "their sins and iniquities
will I remember no more," pointing to the doctrine of pardon and
justification. One of the blessings, therefore, of the new Covenant
(new, because it was the last revealed, but everlasting because it was
made before the world was) is the pardon of sin. Now, if we go on
to Hebrews ix., we find, " Without shedding of blood is no remission
of sins." Then, if we come to Hebrews x., we read, "This man,
after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the
right hand of God, from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made
His footstool." "For by one offering He hath perfected for ever
them that are sanctified, whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to
us; for after that He had said before: This is the Oovenant that I
will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put My
laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them." Then
He said: "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more." " Now,
where remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin." Clearly
the apostle teaches us in those three chapters that the pardon of sin
is one of the blessings of the new Covenant, and that the blood which
the Lord Jesus shed upon the cross was the outcome of the arrangement
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of the Covenant. It was shed in order to secure the blessings of the
Covenant; and that blood having been shed, there is no more offering
for sin. There is perfect and eternal pardon for all who were represented by the Lord Jesus Christ, when He shed His blood upon the
cross.
II. Secondly, we are taught in the New Testament that the Atonement was a voluntary transaction, an arrangement having been made,
God having promised eternal life to Christ before the world began
(Titus i. 2). The Lord Jesus Christ as the Surety of the New Covenant
having eng&ged to fulfil the obligations necessary that that eternal
life might be bestowed upon the people whom the Father had given
Him, came forth voluntarily and willingly from the Father into the
world. "I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world."
" Lo! I come to do Thy will, 0 God!" He laid down His life voluntarily and willingly. There was oneness of mind and oneness of
purpose in the mind of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost in
regard to the atoning Sacrifice finished upon the Cross. And so the
Lord Jesus Himself says, " I lay down my life for the sheep; I have
power to lay it down and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of My Father." There was no compulsion,
there was no harshness, in the work of the Atonement, for the Lord
Jesus Christ was a willing and a voluntary victim, coming forth from
the Father, to fulfil the engagements entered into before the world was.
Ill. Thirdly, we are taught in the New Testament that the Atonement is a propitiatory work. We have the word "propitiation"
mentioned twice in the First Epistle of John. We have also the same
word, though translated from another Greek word, mentioned in
Romans iii., and these are the only instances in the New Testament
where the word "propitiation" occurs. In the First Epistle of
John ii. 2, we read, " If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the Righteous: and He is the propitiation for
our sins." In I John iv. 10: "Herein is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins."
Now, it is a remarkable fact, that, in the Septuagint translation of
the Old Testament, that is, the Greek translation from the Hebrew
Scriptures, the same word which is used by the Apostle John in his
first epistle for propitiation [hilasmos] is also used in Leviticus xxv. 9,
as the Greek translation of the Hebrew word representing Atonement.
I will read the verse, "Thou shalt cause the trumpet of the Jubilee
to sound on the tenth day of the seventh month; in the day of Atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land."
The day of Atonement is the day of propitiation. And when we read
in the Epistle of John, " He is the PROPITIATION for our sins," we might
rightly say, "He is the Atonement for our sins."
Now, I understand the word" propitiation" to mean" appeasement," the means of appeasing, pacifying the judicial wrath of God
against the sinner. God is judicially hostile to the sinner because he
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has broken His law, and the holy and righteous character of God
demands that before the sinner can be accepted, the holiness of God's
law must be vindicated. The penalty of sin must be endured, either
by the sinner or by another in his place; and this is what I understand
the Lord Jesus Christ did, when He died upon the cross. There He
made a propitiation, there He satisfied the justice of God, there He
pacified God's judicial wrath against the sinner, and thus He endured
the penalty of sin, and made it possible for God, in harmony with His
righteous character, to be at once" just and the justifier of him who
believeth in Jesus." The same thought is suggested in the Epistle to
the Romans, where we read of Christ" Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in His blood" (Rom. iii. 25). Although
the word there used is not the same in the original as in John's Epistle,
and may be translated" propitiatory" or " the mercy seat," as it is
in Hebrews ix., yet probably the thought in the apostle's mind in the
Epistle to the Romans is not" the place of propitiation," but" the
Victim that made propitiation." And so we have the same thought
that Christ is the propitiation, that His work was propitiatory.
Now, the verb from which these words are derived occurs twice in
the New Testament, once in the publican's prayer, which was put
into His mouth by our Lord Himself. "God be propitious to me a
sinner," and again in the Epistle to the Hebrews ii. 17, "Wherefore it
behoved Him in all things to be made like unto His brethren, that He
might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to
God to make propitiation (as the revised version translates it) for the
sins of the people." I do not think it is Scripturally correct to say,
" the Atonement is the reconciliation." I believe that reconciliation
is the effect of Atonement, not the Atonement itself. It is true, or it
is supposed to be true (for Dr. Hodge in his book on the Atonement
doubts it), that the English word "Atonement" originally meant
"At-one-ment." Nevertheless, the word Atonement is used in the
Old Testament by our translators, I believe, and has been universally
used by evangelical orthodox Christians to mean, NOT at-one-ment
or reconciliation, but THE MEANS BY WHICH reconciliation is effected.
" We were reconciled to God by the death of His Son" (Rom. v. 10).
The death is the means of reconciliation. And so the same truth is
thus set forth in these four passages where we read of Christ being
the propitiation, and where we read that He was" a merciful and
faithful High Priest to make propitiation for the sins of His people."
IV. Now, let me proceed in the next place to point out that we are
taught in the New Testament that the Atonement was substitutionary
in character. Listen to the words of our Lord. He said, "The Son
of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give
His life a ransomfor many" (Matt. xx. 28). The words" for many,"
there, are literally instead of many. Some people deny the substitutionary character of the Atonement on the ground that in other parts of
the New Testament Greek prepositions are employed in relation to the
purpose of our Lord's death different from the preposition employed

The Gospel Magazine

443

in the verse just quoted. Here, however, we are on solid ground.
The Lord Himself said, " The Son of Man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister and to give His life a ransom instead of many."
4nd the same thought is suggested in a word that is employed in the
First Epistle of Timothy ii. 6, where we read that" Christ gave Himself a ransom (literally a substituted ransom) for all." (See Trench's
Synonyms.) The words employed suggest substitution. And so,
the Lord Jesus Christ, when He died upon the cross, stood in the room
and in the stead of those whom He represented! The same truth is
set forth very beautifully, as we were reminded last night, in Isaiah liii.,
where we read, "He was wounded for our transgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes- we are healed."
I remember hearing a story about a man who asked how he could
be saved, and the gentleman of whom he inquired was just getting
into a train and had not time to say much to him, and he said, " In
at one' all' and out at the other" (Isa. liii. 6). And he went home
and read, "ALL we like sheep have gone astray, we have turned
everyone to his own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity
of us ALL." That is it. Those who are able, through the awakening
wrought by the Holy Ghost and through the teaching of the Spirit,
to acknowledge themselves as sinners in the first part of that text,
and who are able really and heartily to make the confession, that they
all have gone astray, are warranted to go forward to the remaining
portion and say, " The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all."
For He died, " the just for the unjust"; He died in the room and in
the stead of His people.
It seems to me that here we have the grand ground of the assurance
of the acceptance of God's people. What is the argument of the
apostle in Romans viii., when he exclaims, " Who shall lay anything
to the charge of God's elect ~" "Who is He that condemneth ~ "
" It is Christ that died." He claims that the only ground upon which
a sinner can say, " There is no condemnation for me," is that Christ
died in his stead, and consequently unless we are able to say, " Christ
stood in our room and stead," we have no warrant to be assured of
our acceptance. And now as I have only a few minutes left, let me
briefly bring before you two other thoughts in reference to the teaching
in the New Testament on this subject.
V. Observe then, further, that the Atonement of the Lord Jesus
Christ was definite in its design. It was special and definite. The
Lord Jesus said, " I lay down My life for the sheep." He said also,
" I give My life a ransom instead of many." The Apostle Paul said,
" Christ loved the Ohurch and gave Himself for it." Again, he said,
" The Ohurch of God which He hath purchased with His own blood."
The Lord Jesus Christ" loved the Ohurch." It was a particular, a
special love-just as a man's love for his wife is a particular, a special
love. A man knows whom he is loving when he loves his wife. Christ
knew what He was doing, and intended to do what He was doing,
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when He died upon the cross. He intended to bear the penalty of the
sins of those whom the Father hath given Him.
We have a clear statement of the truth in the Westminster Confession: "The Lord Jesus, by His perfect obedience and sacrifice of
Himself, which He, through the eternal Spirit, once offered up unto
God, hath fully satisfied the justice of the Father, and purchased,
not only reconciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the Kingdom
of Heaven, for all those whom the Father hath given unto Him"
(chapter viii. 5).
VI. Lastly, the Atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ was completed
on the cross. "It is finished," He said. We read in the Epistle to
the Hebrews x. 11, of the Old Testament priests, that" every priest
standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins; but this Man, after he had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God, from
henceforth expecting till His enemies be made His footstool, for by
one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." Now,
when did He offer Himself? Is He offering Himself now? Did He
offer Himself when He was in the grave? Did He offer Himself when
He ascended into Heaven? I hold that He offered Himself on the
cross, and on the cross alone. It was on the cross that He offered
Himself without spot to God, and on the cross He finished the work.
It was absolutely completed when He died, and hence, when He
ascended into Heaven, He had obtained eternal redemption. "Neither
by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, He entered
in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us "
(Heb. ix. 12).

ALLIANCE WITH AND OPPOSITION TO THE DEVIL.
THE Church Times of August 18th says:" The Christian case for alliance with Russia has been admira.bly
summarized in two articles in the Paris La Vie I ntellectuelle, translations of which appear in the new number of Coloseum. In the
first article, the writer says: 'An alliance whose aim is to defend
justice, peace, and the security of nations, an "alliance to defend one's
country and civilization, is a fine and noble alliance. And if, with
such aims in view, an alliance is made with a State whose ideology
is repugnant and whose propaganda in home affairs" can under no
pretext be tolerated, not only is this not an immoral alliance, but
it is, in a sense, to force the devil into the service of God.' And the
second writer says: 'The aim of the Russian alliance must be, in
the first place, not to complete a victorious coalition, but to cement
the Peace Front; not to win a war, but to erect a barrage behind
which every chance of resuming general discussions in Europe should
be hungrily seized.' "
On this we would remark that without any action on our part,

The Gospel Magazine

A

445

the devil unintentionally is forced only to do whatever God's hand
and God's counsel has before determined to be done. The devil,
no doubt, was behind the conspiracy to crucify the Lord of glory,
but unconsciously he was carrying out God's gracious purposes in
regard to His elect people (see Acts iv. 25-28). Although, however,
God overrules the designs of Satan for His Own glory, this does not
justify us in calling in the aid of the devil, or in endeavouring" to
force the devil into the service of God."
Following upon the above leaderette from the Church Times is
another leaderette, which is as follows:" We have referred above to the Vatican's efforts ·for peace. One
move, commented on in the French newspapers but not mentioned
in the English press, is the gesture of friendship made by the Vatican
to the CEcumenical Patriarch in Istanbul. It is now apparently
suggested that the Churches of the West and East, separated for
centuries, should establish diplomatic relations with each other,
and in France this suggestion is regarded as a step towards a united
Christian front against war. If Rome and Istanbul could act together,
Canterbury would inevitably become at once a close collaborator,
and, after Canterbury, all the· Protestant communities. That was
the dream of the Archbishop of Canterbury many months ago. It
can only be made a reality by His Holiness the Pope. If it became
a reality, not only would the present nightmare be dissipated, but
the whole future of the world would be affected, and the dawn of
the reign of Christ the King would be materially hastened. Theological differences will be immensely modified if Christians can unite
in the fight against the devil."
Here it is suggested that the Church of Rome, the Orthodox Church,
the Church of England, and all the Protestant Churches should
establish diplomatic relations with each other "as a step towards
a united Christian front against war." This, it is thought, would
affect the whole future of the world and would materially hasten
the reign of Christ the King. It would also, it is said, immensely
modify theological differences, and Christians would thus "unite
in the fight against the devil."
In our view nothing would please the devil better than such a
compromising union. It would greatly aid his wicked designs. It
would be a conflict not against, but on the side of the great enemy
of God and man. Yet there can be no doubt that this is the unity
towards which apostate Christendom is tending. How needful it is
that all who value the truth of God and His cause should keep wholly
separate from such an unholy fellowship.
" THIRTY or forty years ago, the very name of Romanist awakened
generally a kind of horror. . . . In the present day there is a reaction,
and the general feeling is to condone or excuse everything connected
with that Church."-Miss E. Jane Whateley.
3°
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DICTATORSHIPS AND WARS.

IN the parliamentary debate on the eve of the present great war,
Mr. Greenwood, Socialist Deputy Leader of the Opposition, said, " In
the process of this struggle there will be far-reaching social and economic
changes which, .at the moment, no man can foresee, but out of the
smoking ruins of the struggle will rise a new order of society.
" Once the gunfire ceases and the roll of the drum dies away for the
greatest price that mankind in all its history has ever paid to learn its
lesson dictatorship will have been destroyed for ever-(cheers)-and
organized labour here, and elsewhere, will play its part in building a
new world from which war will be banished and in which a new order
will be established."
We would remind our readers that the last great war was regarded
by many as "a war to end war," but war was not ended. Now we
are asked to expect that when the gunfire of this war ceases" dictatorship will have been destroyed for ever," and" organized labour here,
and elsewhere, will play its part in building a new world from which
war will be banished and in which a new order will be established.
These we believe are vain hopes. Dictatorships and wars are due to
sin, and unless we can banish sin from the human heart, we shall
never effectually banish dictatorships and wars. Our Lord has clearly
predicted the things which will continue to characterize this dispensation. He says, "Ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see
that ye be not troubled; for all these things must come to pass, but
the end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in divers places" (Matt. xxiv. 6, 7). We can no more
banish wars than we can banish famines, pestilences, and earthquakes.
The banishing of war is not within the power of any political
party.
There may be times of temporary peace, as there have been such
times in the past, and human wisdom, tact, and patience may aid in
promoting peace, but the banishing of war is a Divine act. "He
(Jehovah) shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more" (Isa. ii. 4). Let us
humbly give heed to the sure Word of Prophecy.
Dr. Gill says on this prophecy of Isaiah, " This clearly proves that
this prophecy belongs to future times; for this has never yet had its
accomplishment in any sense. Not in a literal sense; for though there
was an universal peace all the world over at the birth of Christ, in the
time of Augustus Cresar, yet there afterwards were, as our Lord foretold there would be, wars, and rumours of wars, and nation should
rise. against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and so it has been,
more or less, ever since."
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ROYAL DAINTIES.
BEING A FEW COMMUNION THOUGHTS ON THE WORDS: "EAT;
FRIENDS" (Song of Sol. v. 1).

0'

By THE LATE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR OF ST. MARY-LE-PORT, "
BRISTOL; AND EDITOR OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE."·-

IT is not suggested for a moment that the Holy Spirit intended these _words by King Solomon to refer primarily, if, indeed, at all, to the ,
Christian ordinance of the Last Supper. Yet, since this inspired;
passage in its context speaks of a partaking, or eating-both on the,
part of the Bridegroom and of His guests-and the Communion Feast
is a mutual feeding on the redemption-work of Jesus Christ---a feeding
on His part of gratification, and on His people's part of gratitudewe may profitably accommodate this Scripture to our present purpose.
It cannot be too often repeated that Communion, or Fellowship,
is something more than Prayer.
In Prayer the believer in Jesus alone speaks, and the ear of Jehovah
listens. But in Communion both speak in turn-the soul to Christ,
and Christ to the soul. It is a holy, spiritual, and blessedly real.
intercourse-begetting Divine delight and satisfaction to both the
glorified Head in heaven and the humble members of His Body on
earth. "I am my Beloved's, and His desire is toward me "-is the language of the blood-washed worshipper. "0 my dove, that art in
the clefts of the Rock, in the Secret Place of the stairs, let Me see thy .
countenance, let Me hear thy voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy"
countenance is comely "-is the condescending and gracious invitation
of Jehovah-Jesus to each of His accepted people.
From above the mercy-seat of old, the God of Israel promised tOt
hold communion with the chosen nation. So now through, and by
means of, the finished, redeeming work of Jesus, the same Eternal.
God hears, and speaks to, the spirits of His grace-quickened saints.
In the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, which designedly commemorates
the atoning sacrifice of God's dear Son, the spiritual mind finds refreshing intercourse and most hallowed fellowship with the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
For, beloved in Christ, in the Gospel ordinances-all-the Father is
He who especially blesses the redeemed in Christ Jesus. It is true
that it is through the mediation of the Eternal Son, and by the experi- ,
mental operation of the Eternal Spirit, yet the Covenant provisions of
our dispensation are of the Father's sovereign providing, and they are
unquestionably" children's bread." In fact, the brief text to which this booklet invites attention, summarizes the main features of all
Gospel mercies. Observe, then :I.-Gospel ordinances present a well-spread table of spiritual benefits
which are freely presented as food for the soul: "Eat." Andn.-The characters for whom these royal bounties are intended,
and to whom alone they are made palatable, are the reconciled people
of God: "Eat, 0 friends."
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I.-I said that Gospel ordinances present a well-spread table of
spiritual benefits. Indeed this is so. For, if we select for a moment
that grandest and greatest of all Gospel ordinances, the preaching of
the imperishable Word of God, we see therein the only way of eternal
salvation set forth, the Suretyship, Headship, and Responsibility of
Christ Jesus fully published, the everlasting love of the Father, the
unsearchable riches of the Son, and the invincible work of the Spirit,
each and all proclaimed in terms which the new-born babe in Christ
cannot mistake. The Lord's Supper, too, in common with the other
means of grace ordained by Christ, furnishes its supply of spiritual
benefits for the soul's food and health. It is bidden to be observed
in memory of the all-faithful Redeemer of the flock-" This do in
remembrance of Me." It is also a public showing forth of His vicarious
death, as the ground of the soul's salvation, until He come again in
glory to take His waiting ones into fellowship with Himself in His
heavenly kingdom. More; in the right keeping of this Gospel Feast
the believer's spirit is revived and refreshed by the renewal and
strengthening of those graces which the Holy Ghost has already
implanted within-joy and peace in believing, comfort and encouragement through the sealing home of the promises, hope and assurance
from a clearer and fuller view of that sovereign grace which underlies
the Covenant purposes of the Eternal Three.
The mere elements of bread and wine are not themselves the channels
of this spiritual blessing. No perishing food of earth, such as these,
can satisfy the soul.
Far above the outward signs of Christ's body and blood, then, faith
looks up, and is content only when it enters within the veil on high
and banquets on the fulness-the suitability-yea, the living Person
of Him who is " not here," being at the right hand of the Majesty in
the heavenlies. Most fitly does the language of our Reformed Communion Service recognize this fact. For, in response to the exhortation-" Lift up your hearts," the worshippers reply-" We lift them
up unto the Lord."
And this thought leads us to consider briefly, in the next placeH.-The c'haractersfor whom these royal bounties are intended,
and to whom alone they are palatable-namely, the reconciled people
of God. "Eat, 0 friends." Listen to the apostle: "When we were
enemies we were reconciled to (or made friends with) God" (Rom.
v. 10). "God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not
imputing their trespasses unto them" (2 Cor. v. 19). Thus it is clear
that, by Christ Jesus His dear. Son, Jehovah cancelled the" enmity"
which was in the hearts of a world of elect sinners-put away their
" trespasses"-and righteously brought their persons nigh to Himself.
The standing, therefore, of a redeemed sjnner in Christ is not that
of an enemy subdued and rendered captive, but of a " friend" having
the happy privilege of unhindered communion with his God.
All, then, who have, through mercy, found Christ Jesus precious,
not only may, but ought, to avail themselves of each opportunity of
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enjoying this communion with the living God. "Eat, 0 reconciled
ones," is the Father's own word to His dear children. "Use," saith
He, "all the Gospel ordinances diligently, much, and often." It is
not merely" taste," but" eat." Not crumbs, but goodly" portions"
are provided in our Father's house for His needy children, and it is
the blood-bought right of him who humbly accounts himself to be
" less than the least of all saints" to sit down at the memorial table
and to partake freely of royal dainties. Was it not so that, when
the brethren of Joseph gathered around his welcome board the portion
of Benjamin-the mess sent to the youngest of all-was five times
larger than that of his fellows 1 So the Lord Jesus delights to fill
the hungry-the sensibly needy-with good things, and often to put
the " last first."
What, then, do we learn from this brief review of our text 1 Why,
surely.
That the atoning work of Christ, which alone is able to reconcile
such rebels as we are to God, is worthy of being had in continual
remembrance. That in the Lord's Supper we have the Divinely
prescribed memorial of that great atonement. That the Lord's Supper
"":""like every other Gospel ordinance when owned by the Holy Ghost
-is a means of enriching to the believer's soul. And that, therefore,
it is alike the privilege of the Christian to use, and his loss to neglect,
the gracious invitation of his condescending Lord and Master Who
calls upon all His reconciled people freely to " eat."
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"TIIE history of science is largely that of discarded hypotheses and
suppositions, all of them killed by the discovery of new facts inconsistent with the current theory. Thus while optical knowledge and
important applications of it are steadily augmented, our suppositions
as to the nature of a ray of light have been profoundly altered from
time to time. . . . All we can certainly say is that as regards the
true nature of light, we are still completely in the dark."-Sir Ambrose
Fleming, M.A., D.Se., F.R.S.
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BISHOPJ. C. RYLE AND AN INFIDEL ANTICHRIST.
ON page 490 of his book on Knots Untied, the late Bishop Ryle says,
. "I, for one, am not surprised at the quantity of idolatry existing,
, , both in the world and in the visible Church. I believe it perfectly
possible that vye may yet live to see far more of it than some have
ever dreamed of. It would never surprise me if some mighty personal
Antichrist were to arise before the end-mighty in intellect, mighty
! in talents for government, aye, and mighty, perhaps, in miraculous
. - gifts too. It would never surprise me to see such an one as him setting
, 'up himself in opposition to Christ, and forming an infidel conspiracy
. and combination against the Gospel. I believe that many' would
rejoice to do him honour, who now glory in saying, 'We will not have
_this Christ to reign over us.' I believe that many would make a god
of him, and reverence him as an incarnation of truth, and concentrate
their idea of hero-worship on his person. I advance it as a possibility,
and no more. But of this at least I am certain-that no man is less
, safe from danger of idolatry than the man who now sneers at every
,form of religion; and that from infidelity to credulity, from atheism
to the grossest idolatry, there is but a single step. Let us not think,
at all events, that idolatry is an old~fashioned sin, into which we are
never likely to fall. 'Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed
lest he fall.' We shall do well to look into our own hearts: the seeds
- of idolatry ate all there. We should remember the words of St. Paul,
, Flee from idolatry.' "
The same Bishop, in his Expository Thoughts on St. John, p. 322,
says, on the words in John v. 43, " I may add, however, that I am one
of those who doubt whether the words of our Lord have even yet
received their complete fulfilment. I think it highly probable that
the world may yet see a personal Antichrist arise, who will succeed
in obtaining credence from a vast portion of the Jewish nation. Then,
and not till then, when Antichrist has appeared, this verse will be
completely accomplished. Chrysostom, Cyril, Theophylact, Euthymius,
Alcuin, Heinsius, take this view."
Stier remarks, "He of whom the Lord here prophesies, is finally
Antichrist, with his open and avowed denial of God and of Christ;
with his most daring' I,' before which all the proud will humbly bow
down, because they will find themselves in him, and will honour him
as their true God. As the Father reveals Himself in Christ, so will
Satan manifest himself in Antichrist, and give him all his work and
witness, and his own honour as the prince of this world; and the wicked
will yield themselves to him, because through unbelief they have
already fallen into his nature, and fitly belong to him."
Bishop Ryle goes c;m to say, "Wordsworth remarks, ' The Fathers
were generally of opinion, grounded on this passage, that Antichrist
would be received by the Jews.''' John v. 43, on which Bishop Ryle
makes the above comment, is as follows: "I am come in My Father's
'name, and ye receive Me not: if another shall come in his own name,
him ye will receive."
'
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\tlur 1l'ouno jfolRB' }page.
THE OLD MINE.
THERE is a small town in the middle of Europe, where in these days
the people make sewing-machines; but long ago it was a mining
village, where some of the mines were in use, and others were built
over with houses.
.
In one of these houses, with its cellar built over the shaft of an
old mine, lived. a widow woman with her little girl of seVen years old,
whom I will call Gretchen. "Gretchen," said her mother one day,
" go down to the cellar and fill this jug forme." It was a bright
summer's day, and Gretchen, not caring to be long in the dark cellar,
sprang quickly down the steps. The next moment her mother in the
kitchen heard a terrible cry! Seizing a light, she hurried down the
. steps, to find that a plank in the floor had given way, and her precious
little daughter had disappeared into the dark depths of the shaft.
The poor mother, trembling so much that she could scarcely stand,
somehow got out of the house, and called for help. Some of the
neighbours, reaping in the fields, heard her cries of anguish, and came
hurrying to the house. As they gazed in horror down the dreadful
hole, they were amazed to hear the voice of the little girl, " Oh help
me! Quick! quick!"
Her overall had caught in a hook, fixed in the side of the shaft
for ladders, and by this she was hanging. The people above, and
especially the poor mother, were in despair at hearing poor little
Gretchen's cries, and yet not knowing how to do anything to help
her. More neighbours were gathering every moment, but nobody
knew what to do.
At last an old miner came hurrying up. He at once" began to
make the opening larger; then he fixed a windlass and bucket beside
the shaft. He was as quickas he could be, but it all took some time,
"and you can imagine how the mother felt. Some of the people were
praying aloud in their agony, and the voice of little Gretchen could
be heard repeating verses of hymns and prayers, as she hung in
dreadful peril.
Amidst all the confusion of the scene, the old miner scarcely spoke
a word, until all his preparations were complete. Then as he got
. into the bucket, he poured out his soul in prayer. He reminded his
"" gracious Father in heaven" that He had preserved him hitherto
through all the dangers of a miner's life, and now he asked for the
protection" of His Almighty power. "Strengthen myoId hands,"
said he, "that I may be able to rescue this little one from the dark
mine, and give her back to her sorrowing mother. Yes, I am sure
that Thou wilt grant me this joy in my old days. Thy will be done."
With these words the brave old man began his perilous "descent.
Little Gretchen had all this time been clinging unconsciously to the
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jug, but when she saw the gleam of light approaching, she raised up
her hands towards it, and the jug crashed down into the abyss. That
sound subdued the watchers above to a deathlike silence; and so
they waited.
Soon the old miner was near enough for Gretchen actually to see
him, and he called out words of comfort and cheer. But the shaft
grew so narrow that the brave rescuer feared that he might touch
the child with his bucket and loosen her from the hook's hold. He
signalled to the helpers above to stop unwinding his bucket; then
he let down a loop of rope to the little girl. She seized it and reached
up towards the bucket. Just as she got hold of the edge of the bucket
with both hands, the hook which had held her till that moment broke
off! But the old man had the strength to pull her up beside him,
and he gave a joyful shout, "Thank God, all you above! I have
her safe! "
When the mother heard the old man's call, she fell down weeping
on the earth, unable to believe it possible that her little girl was
saved. But she saw the light coming nearer and nearer-, and when
she saw her living child, her joy was almost unbearable. The good
miner's face was beaming with thankfulness as he put little Gretchen
into her mother's arms. What thanksgiving there must have been!
The widow often said afterwards that she could never forget "that
blessed moment." It was that day of terror which strengthened and
confirmed her faith in God as her Father.
There have been some people in all ages who have known what it
is to be in the depths of despair, because they were shut up in the
" horrible pit" of sin and guilt. Darkness closed them in on every
side; they looked for some to take pity, and there was none. But
there was One on high Who knew their plight; "down from the
shining gates of heaven" He came; His own arm brought salvation
to them; He brought them up out of the horrible pit, and set their
feet upon a rock. Is it any wonder that there was a new song in
their mouth, even praise unto their God ~
There is nobody who can rescue sinners from the pit of sin but the
Lord Jesus. He knows that they can do nothing to help themselves,
any more than Gretchen could when she hung in the dark mine. She
could do nothing but cry for help; the old miner had to do it all.
And Jesus does it all! You can never save your soul by reading
the Bible, or saying your prayers, or trying to be good. None of
your efforts are any use at all. The Lord Jesus is the beginning and
end of salvation to all who believe on Him; He never refuses to save
the poor helpless sinners who look to Him. It is for such people that
He came to die, bearing the penalty of their sin in His own body
on the tree.
Gretchen was saved that day from death; but even if she lived
eighty or ninety years afterwards, death came at last. And her
mother is dead, and the old miner, and all the anxious neighbours.
If Gretchen were a child of God, one of His little ones, it would not
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have mattered to her if she had been killed. For she would only
have been the sooner in the heavenly mansions. We are in the midst
just now of fearl;l and alarms; sudden death is hovering near. But
those who trust in Jesus shall never perish! They are safe always
and for ever in the arms of Him Who carries the lambs in His bosom.
DAMARIS.

QtOtttspon lItnCt.
A CHEERING LETTER FROM QUEENSLAND.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
"TEAKWOOD," GARRICK STREET,
COOLANGATTA,
QUEENSLAND,
July 8th, 1939.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,---,-You will no doubt be amazed at hearing
from one from such a far-off and remote part of the world.
I have been having the urge to write to you for some weeks, and
each time the GOSPEL MAGAZINE arrives in my mail this feeling grows
more definite, and has now crystallized into action.
The magazine is sent to me by a friend in England, and no one
knows the memories that are stirred by its arrival. As a matter of
fact, it was a regular and much-appreciated visitor at our home when
I was a child more than sixty years ago, and I can remember as a
child the feeling of pleasure I always had in bringing in the mail
when I found the GOSPEL MAGAZINE in the budget. My mother and
father were English people, and they were members of the Particular
Baptists of the earliest Church in Victoria, and my mother's uncle
was the Pastor, Daniel Allen. I was one of a large family, and we
all early in life learned to love the Saviour. My parents were so
anxious that we should be really born again, and so careful were they
that when, one Sunday afternoon, my brother and I, at the age of
eleven and eight years old, rushed home and told them we were saved,
they were almost too overwhelmed to believe it. They put us through
most careful scrutiny, and all I can remember at the time was to be
able to say, "Whosoever believeth on Him hath everlasting life,"
and my brother quoted the whole text, and we both began to grow
in grace and knowledge.
My history covers many ups and downs, but being one of a large
family, we soon made many contacts, and as I grew older, we were
allowed to attend other meetings. The Rev. George Muller, also Geo.
Grubb, and others, came along with their messages. In Mr. Muller's
meetings I learned of God's unfailing care; in Geo. Grubb's meetings,
His marvellous power. And so I grew in those days of adolescence,
ever learning more and more of the character and attributes of the
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- Eternal God. But it was in our own home that we were grounded
and rooted in the wondrous grace of Him in Whom we _trusted, and
we never were allowed to forget that, " By grace are ye saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God." My brother
and I were baptized on the same day, and I can remember now that
the hymn sung as we entered the water was, " Saved by grace alone."
The years rolled on and I married a missionary, who had been
called to work amongst the South Sea Islanders, who were at that
time hired labourers in the sugar cane fields of Queensland. We went
together and had two years together of happy service amongst these
people. Then my husband was 'suddenly called Home, drowned while
bathing in a dangerous spot on the Queensland- coast, and I was left
to struggle on with two tiny children. However, the Lord had by
this time given me the deep love of the people, and by their united
request I carried on. In the abundance of God's grace He gave
wonderful blessing and I was able to go on with the work, helping and
teaching those who had been brought to a knowledge of Christ during
my husband's most fruitful ministry, and for years I have had the joy
of leading these dear ones into the deeper knowledge of the truth.
The South Sea people were deported at last, and with what agony
and sorrow we saw our classes melt away. Some were allowed to
stay under exemption tickets, and all over Queensland there are little
groups of these people and their families, and I am now completing
my fifty years of service amongst them. Of course the sphere is
smaller as the years go by. Now after all these years comes the little
messenger again, sent by a kind friend, and as I open its pages now
and think back on the long years of God's faithfulness, I felt I must
send this letter along to you as one in the long line of successive
editors who have conducted its pages. May I add that the faithful
teaching of sovereign grace truth has had marked results in these
dark-skinned people, and the long years of their testing in their lonely
island homes finds them still in their little village schools and grass
huts, crooning over the verses which they learned thirty and forty
years ago in Queensland.
The little text-book which we prepared for beginners starts with:
(1) "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God"; (2)
" Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world" ;
(3) "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" ;
(4) "By grace are ye saved, . . . it is the gift of God"; (5)" When
they believed they were baptized." And so we went on with fourteen
Gospel texts till they were able to read the Bible for themselves.
Yours to serve,
E. McKENZIE HATTON.
"How great satisfaction must it be to all that believe the Divine
authority of the Scripture, that the faithfulness of God stands engaged
, for every line and syllable- found therein! ' " -John Flavel.
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DAYS OF HUMILIATION.
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
BETHANY, 14, EAsTDEAN AVENUE,
. EpSOM, Sept. 1st, 1939.
DEAR MR. HOUGHTON,-I venture to submit a Hymn, which I prayerfully hope may be used in many congregations during this time of
crisis. If I cannot fight for my country I can at least pray for her.
I remember the Day of Humiliation in 1854, during the Crimean
War, when every shop was closed in my native town, Oakham. This
was repeated in the Indian Mutiny, 1857; in each case on a weekday.
If the nation (as such) will not agree to the same, then we who know
the Lord will be its intercessors.
.
I am daily reading Ezra ix, Nehemiah ix, and Daniel ix.
With kind esteem, Sincerely yours,
Propped up in bed.
. WILLIAM WILEMAN.
(Mr. Wileman was ninety-one years old on April 18th last. We
print the hymn on p. 428.-,-EDITOR.)
THE PATRONAGE OF THE WORLD AND DEBT.
"THE Lord helping us, we do not mean to seek the patronage of
the world; i.e., we never intend to ask unconverted persons of rank
or wealth to countenance this Institution (The Scriptural Knowledge
Institution for Home and Abroad), because this, we consider, would
be dishonourable to the Lord. 'In the name of our God we will set
up our banners' (Ps. xx. 5). He alone shall be Our Patron, and if He
helps us we shall prosper, and if He is not on our side, we shall not
succeed.
" We do not mean to ask unbelievers for money (2 Cor. vi. 14-18) ;
though we do not feel ourselves warranted to refuse their contributions, if they, of their own accord, should offer them (Acts xxviii. 2-10).
"We reject altogether the help of unbelievers in managing or
carrying on the affairs of the Institution (2 Cor. vi. 14-18).
"We intend never to enlarge the field of labour by contracting
debts (Rom. xiii. 8), and afterwards appealing to the Church of God
for help, because this we consider to be opposed both to the letter
and the spirit of the New Testament; but in secret prayer, God
helping us, we shall carry the wants of the Institution to the Lord,
and act according to the means that God shall give.
" While we would avoid aiming after needless singularity, we desire
to go oh simply according to Scripture, without compromising the
truth; at the same time thankfully receiving any instruction which
experienced believers, after prayer, upon Scriptural ground, may
have to give us concerning the Institution." (The late George Mullm',
" A1J,tobiography," pp. 64, 65.)
- [Would that all churches, institutions and private individuals
acted on these principles.-EDITOR.]
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tIIrO!eSitant ti eacon.
LUTHER AND A MONKISH ABSOLUTION.
LUTHER, writing in reference to the monks of his day, says, "In
their confessions they make no mention of faith or the merit of Christ,
but they teach and set forth the satisfactions and merits of men,
as it may plainly appear in this form of absolution (I speak nothing
here of other matters) which the monks used among themselves,
yea, and such as would be counted more devout and more religious
than others: which I think good here to set down, that our posterity
may see how great and how horrible the kingdom of the Pope is.
'THE FORM OF A MONKISH ABSOLUTION.
, God forgive thee, my brother. The merit of the passion
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of blessed St. Mary, always a
virgin, and of all the saints: the merit of thine order, the
straitness of thy religion, the humility of thy confession, the
contrition of thy heart, the good works which thou hast done and
shalt do fo-r the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, be unto thee
available for the remission of thy sins, the increase of desert
and grace, and the reward of everlasting life. Amen.'
" Ye hear the merit of Christ mentioned in these words: but if
ye weigh them well, ye shall perceive that Christ is there altogether
unprofitable, and that the glory and name of a Justifier and Saviour
is quite taken from Him, and given to monkish merits. Is not this
to take the name of God in vain 1 Is not this to confess Christ in
words, and in very deed to deny His power, and blaspheme His name 1 "
Then Luther goes on to say, "I myself also was once entangled
with this error. I thought Christ to be a judge (although I confessed
with my mouth that He suffered and died for man's redemption)
and ought to be pacified by the observation of my rule and order.
Therefore, when I prayed, or when I said mass, I used to add this
in the end: 0 Lord Jesus, I come unto Thee, and I pray Thee that
these burdens and this straitness of my rule and religion may be a
full recompense. for all my sins. But now I give thanks unto God
the Father of all mercies, which hath called me out of darkness unto
the light of His glorious Gospel, and hath given unto me plentiful
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for Whose sake I count all
things to be but loss, yea, I esteem them but as dung, that I may
gain Christ, and that I may be found in Him, not having mine own
righteousness out of the rule of Augustine, but that righteousness
which cometh by faith in Christ: unto Whom, with the Father and
the Holy Ghost, be praise and glory, world without end. Amen.
We conclude, therefore, with Paul, 'that we are justified by faith
only in Christ, without the law.'
_
" Now after that a man is once justified, and possesseth Christ by
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faith, and knoweth that He is his righteousness and life, doubtless he
will not be idle, but as a good tree he will bring forth good fruits. For
the believing man hath the Holy Ghost, and where the Holy Ghost
dwelleth, He will not suffer a man to be idle, but stirreth him up
to all exercises of piety and godliness, and of true religion; to the
love of God, to the patient suffering of afflictions, to prayer, to
thanksgiving, to the exercise of charity towards all men." (Luther's
" Commentary on Galatians," p. 114.)
A close examination of the above monkish form of absolution
shows that it was thought that God remitted sin partly on the ground
of Christ's merits, partly on the' ground of the merits of the Virgin
Mary and other dead saints, partly on the ground of the merit supposed
to be attached to the monkish order to which man might belong,
partly on the ground of a monk's own humility when confessing
his sins, and partly on the ground of the good works he had done
in the past, and the good works which he might do in the future.
Thus the Scriptural doctrine of justification and pardon through
faith alone in the merits of Christ was utterly repudiated. It is
thus important to realize that the essential and vital error of the
Church of Rome is justification by human merit rather than justification freely by God's grace through the redemption that is in Christ.
Moreover, if in professedly Protestant churches the doctrine of justification in whole or in part is regarded as due to human merit, then the
essential error of Rome is being fostered. Other errors may be swept
away and external things associated with them may be destroyed,
but if this one error is cherished, then we are guilty of holding the
great Romish error of salvation by works. Thus, as Luther taught,
justification by faith is the doctrine of a standing or falling Church.
That Church which holds the doctrine tenaciously is a standing
Church. That Church which rejects it is tottering to its fall.

WORSHIPPING GOD IN A BOX.
By THE REV. WILLIAM ELLIOTT.
AT CLIFTON CONFERENCE, OCTOBER, 1900.
AT a general election, an English Quaker accompanied the great
agitator, Daniel O'Connell, that he might mark his influence over the
masses. In the muddy streets of a provincial town, a portly gentleman,
the Romish Bishop, approached; to him Daniel O'Connell went down
on his knees. The Quaker asked, afterwards, "How could you go
down on your knees to such a man as that ~" "Oh," said' the
Liberator,' " I did not go' down on my knees to him. I went down
on my knees to worship God, Whom he carries in a box in his pocket."
The Romish Bishop carried a consecrated Host in a little box" in his
pocket." To contemptible idolatry like this our Puseyites want to
bring us back. Into many of our churches they have already brought
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back" the tabernacle," which was deliberately cast out at the Reformation ;. they" reserve" the consecrated Host; they keep it locked up
in that box, and they adore it themselves, and teach others to adore
it, as God! Can that be God which is locked up in a box 1 Can you
lock up God in a box? Do you need to go to a particular building
to find God? Is God more at the east than at the west end of a building? Does not Christ live and move in every believer? Is He not
ever with us ?
Talking of this, a young lady once said to me: "But, Mr. Elliott,
did not Daniel turn to the east when he prayed 1" "Where was
Daniel," I said, "when he prayed? He was in Babylon, east of
Jerusalem. He looked towards Jerusalem, towards the place where
the altar of burnt-offering had stood. Daniel turned towards the
west." How carelessly some people read their Bibles! They miss
even the cardinal points.-The Rev. Wm. Elliott.

j
ANGLO-CATHOLIC LEAVEN.
A RECENT issue of the Church Times, the leading Anglo-Catholic organ,
says, "The Catholic Revival has already revolutionized the practice
of the English Church, and the English Catholic believes that in God's
good time the whole lump will be leavened, and in every parish Church
the Lord's Own Service will be given its proper place with its hallowed
and traditional ritual."
There can be no doubt that the services in Church of England places
of worship have increasingly developed in an Anglo-Catholic direction,
and the leavening process continues. The sad thing is that professed
Evangelicals are helping forward this leavening process. At one time
the Communion tables in Evangelical Churches were destitute of
crosses, candlesticks, and flowers. The lectern on which the Bible
rested was placed between the reading desk and the pulpit, and thus
obstructed the view of the table. Now it is a rare thing to see the
Co=union table covered simply and only with a plain table cloth.
Many professed Evangelical Churches can scarcely be distinguished
from Anglo-Catholic Churches in regard to the Communion tables.
In a few cases the incumbent is planning to remove crosses, candlesticks, and flowers from the Communion tables, but for the most part
these things are either desired or acquiesced in.
In addition the services are very often musical, and surpliced choirs
are prominent. Prayers are monotoned, responses sung, the creed
intoned to an organ accompaniment, and the Anglo-Catholic Hymn-.
book Hymns Ancient and Modern is in use, and no effort made to
displace it. Thus the leaven of the Oxford .Movement has permeated
Evangelical Churches, and its evils are being helped forward through
a failure to manifest Daniel-like courage and to stand for the old
Evangelical principles and practices. The Anglo-Catholic ceremonial
in receiving the alms is also being imitated. Thus" the whole lump
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is being leavened." When will Evangelicals take a courageous stand
and abandon fully the Churchianity that is being fostered and developed
by the Romeward movement in the Church of Cranmer, Ridley, and
Latimer ~ There can be no doubt, too, that along with this development in ritual there is degeneration in regard to doctrine. The old
Evangelical and Bible theology is rarely heard in our pulpits.

~

THE BETRAYAL OF CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON. By Pastor John
Wilmot, of Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5. Pp. 16.
This pamphlet is reprinted from the July-September number of
Our Outlook, which itself is a quarterly message edited by Pastor
John Wilmot, the Pastor of Highgate Road Chapel, London, N.W.5.
Though no price is mentioned on the pamphlet, we understand that
copies may be obtained from Pastor Wilmot for a few stamps.
We have read this pamphlet with deep interest. We gather from
it that Spurgeon's College, founded by that great preacher for the
training of ministers, has joined the Baptist Union. Many years
ago Spurgeon came out from the Baptist Union because of the downgrade teachings of many of the ministers connected with it. He felt
that he could not remain in association with men who denied some
of the foundation truths of the Gospel. We remember well the downgrade controversy, and we greatly honoured Spurgeon for the faithful
and uncompromising stand he made against the errors then being
propagated and encouraged by leading ministers of the Baptist Union.
Degeneration has, however, set in, and we are appalled and grieved
to learn that the College, founded by so faithful a man as Spurgeon,
should have joined that Union from which Spurgeon severed himself
at the cost of much suffering for the truth's sake.
It appears that the present Principal of Spurgeon's College is the
Rev. Dr. Percy W. Evans, and at the Assembly of the Baptist Union,
held in Birmingham this year, Dr. Barnes, the well-known Modernistic
Bishop of Birmingham, "received a tremendous ovation." In
addition to this, the sad fact is recorded that Dr. Evans, the Principal
of Spurgeon's College, " replied to the Assembly welcome of Dr. Barnes "
" in a most happy and effective speech." That such a man, however
excellent he may be in himself, should welcome a man of Dr. Barnes'
extreme Modernistic views, seems almost incredible. If memory
serves us rightly we recall that Spurgeon himself once said that rather
than that another Gospel than that which he preached should be
preached in the Metropolitan Tabernacle, he would prefer that it
should be burnt to the ground. We believe that Spurgeon would
also have said that rather than that a Principal of his College should
welcome a man like Dr. Barnes, he would prefer that the existence
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of the College should perish for ever. In these solemn days, when
there is such a widespread departure from the old truths, we need
increasingly to take heed to the words of the apostle John. He
wrote, "If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine,
receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: for he
that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John
10, 11).
At present Spurgeon's Tabernacle is not affiliated with the Baptist
Union, but this faithful pamphlet shows that influences are at work
which may shortly complete the evil work of compromise, and thus
both Tabernacle and College would be in union with an association
from which Spurgeon boldly, faithfully, and uncompromisingly severed
himself about fifty years ago.
All this shows how constantly vigilant the Lord's true people should
be in these degenerating days. No Evangelical church or society
is safe, unless God in His mercy keeps and preserves. The call comes
" Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong"
(1 Cor. xvi. 13). Ever remember that there can be no communion
between Evangelical light and Modernistic and sacerdotal darkness.

DANCING ON THE EVE OF WAR.
THE Berlin correspondent of The Times, writing from Copenhagen,
on Monday, August 28th, says, "Last night (i.e., Sunday) was a
hectic one in Berlin. Night clubs were packed, and dancing went
on almost all night to the accompaniment of singing and much
drinking of sekt, the German champagne. As special editions of the
newspapers came on to the streets in the early morning they were
eagerly snatched away from the sellers, and householders in pyjamas
and nightshirts hurried into the streets to learn the latest news."
When the whole world was in dread that the most terrible war
in history might begin at any moment, multitudes in Berlin were
dancing and drinking !

WHAT ARE WE COMING TO

~

IN a recent letter these words occur: "The godly man I speak of
. called here the other day. He said he was in a missionary's house
. . . and men, as also a lady missionary, were smoking cigarettes, and
jesting abottt the Gospel." The writer of the letter goes on to say:
"They come occasionally to me, some of them (the missionaries),
and we have long talks, and I leave the result with God. One was
advocating praying for the devil the other day. 'Why not ~ Isnot
he a fallen angel ~' I could only point to Satan's end as taught in
the Scriptures."
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