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GOD, THE SALVATION

OF HIS PEOPLE.

" Behold, GOD is my salvation,. I will trust, and not be afraid."ISAIAH xii. 2.
THIS beautiful chapter in the prophecy of Isaiah stands in a
context which points forward to the spiritual and temporal
blessings which GOD intends to bestow upon His ancient people.
" It shall come to pass in that day, that the LORD shall set His
hand again the second time to recover the remnant of His people
which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and
from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And He shall set
up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of J udah from the four
corners of the earth. The envy also of Ephraim shall depart,
and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off: Ephraim shall not
envy Judah, and Judah shall not vex Ephraim. . . . And there
shall be a highway for the remnant of His people, which shall
be left, from Assyria; like as it was to Israel in the day
that he came up out of the land of Egypt. And in that day
thou shalt say, 0 LORD, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast
angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst me. Behold, GOD is my salvation; I will trust, and
not be afraid. . . . And in that day shall ye say, Praise the
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LORD, call upon His name, declare His doings among the people
(lit. peoples); make mention that His name is exalted. Sing
unto the LORD; for He hath done excellent things: this is
known in all the earth. Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of
Zion: for great is the HOLY ONE of Israel in the midst of thee"
(Isa. xi. 11-13, 16; xii. 1-6). Everlasting spiritual comfort or
consolation will then be the portion of GOD'S ancient people, and
" Israel shall be saved in tbe LORD with an everlasting salvation"
(Isa. xlv. 17).
No wonder that in that day each of GOD'S saved people will
be able to say, "Behold, GOD is my salvation; I will trust and
not be afraid." The sole honour of their salvation will then be
given to Him. Not unto them, but unto Him will the glory be
gIVen.
The salvation, however, which they will experience "in that
day" is already experienced by every member of the LORD'S
family who has been effectually called by Divine grace, and whose
"hope is built on nothing less than JESU'S blood and righteousness."
Each living member of the LORD'S family has been comforted of
GoD. He has been assured that his iniquity is pardoned and
that GoD has saved him and called him with a holy calling, not
according to his works, but according to His Own purpose and
grace given him in CHRIST JESUS before the world began. GoD
has blotted out his transgressions and cleansed him from all sin
in the fountain of CHRIST'S blood. With full confidence and joy,
therefore, be can say, "Behold, GOD is my salvation."
Let us seek to dwell on this precious truth.
1. First, it is grandly true that GoD is the salvation of the sinner
at his conversion.
If we follow the teaching of Scripture there will be no sort of
doubt in our minds that salvation is of GOD alone. At the time
of writing our national desire is to be saved from invasion. That
is a great blessing, but we might be saved from invasion and not
saved from hell. Our chief concern should be to be saved from
the wrath to come.
But how can we effect such a salvation? We have no power
in ourselves to do so. In our natural state we are dead, "dead
in trespasses and sins." A dead man cannot do anything. If
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he is to live, in a spiritual sense, a power outside himself
must be brought to bear upon him, and that Power must be
Divine. It must be the power of GOD, Who alone can quicken
the dead. Now this is what GoD in His mercy and grace does
for the dead sinner. This is what He did for Saul of Tarsus and
for all the Ephesian saints. They were all dead, "But," says the
apostle, " GOD, Who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith
He loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened uS
together with CHRIST."
He it is Who by His SPIRIT awakened us and regenerated us.
He it is Who by His SPffiIT convicted us of sin, and led us to trust
in the blood and righteousness of CHRIST for salvation. He it is
Who has saved me by His grace through a faith that is not of
myself-a faith which is the gift of GoD. My salvation is not
of any works of my own, lest I should give way to boasting and
say I had saved myself. Hence, inasmuch as He saved me, made
me nigh by the blood of CHRIST, blotted out my sins, justified me
freely by His grace, through the redemption that is in CHRIST
JESUS, it follows that He and He alone is my salvation.
I must beware of saying anything which !night suggest that
I saved myself. We never read of any New Testament sinner
saying, " I decided for CHRIST," " I gave my heart to GoD," "I
opened the door of my heart and let JESUS come in." The opening
of the heart to welcome the saving truths of the Gospel is a Divine
work. Carefully read the account of Lydia's conversion, and you
will see that it says of her, "whose heart the LORD opened, that
she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul." Thus
she could say, "Behold, GOD is my salvation."
That is what every believer in the LORD JESUS CHRIST is warranted
to say. His faith in CHRIST is the gift of GOD (see Ephes. ii. 8),
so that he must give GOD all the glory for His salvation. I was in
a deep pit and was absolutely unable to get out of it myself, but
" He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
And He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our
GoD " (Ps. xl. 2, 3).
Thus the saved sinner is warranted to say, " I will greatly rejoice
in the LoRD, my soul shall be joyful in my GOD; for He hath
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clothed me with the garments of salvation, He hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness" (Isa. Ixi. 10).
Let us beware of altering the wording of this text, and saying,
"I have clothed myself with the garments of salvation." It is
not I, but He, Who did it. Let us indeed give Him the honour
that is due unto His Name.
2. Secondly, notice that GOD is the salvation of the believer in all
his varied trials and difficulties.
David had his trials, but he found out by experience that GOD
was his salvation. He wrote, "This poor man cried, and the
LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles" (Ps. xxxiv. 6).
J onah had his trials, but he, too, found out that GOD was his
•
salvation. "The LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out
Jonah upon the dry land," and he was able to write" salvation
is of the LORD" (Jonah n. 9, 10). His deliverance was wholly
of the LORD. He himself had no hand in it.
Peter's case is another illustration of this truth. Herod" killed
James the brother of John with the sword." Then" he proceeded
further to take Peter also." "He put him in prison, and delivered
him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after
Easter to bring him forth to the people."
He intended evidently to bring him forth for a public execution.
That was his intention, and, humanly speaking, nothing could
prevent him from carrying out his wicked design. But the Church
of GOD at Jerusalem cried unto GOD unceasingly on Peter's behalf.
At first no answer came, but the Church continued praying. The
night before his intended execution arrived. Would GOD intervene ~ The Church continued praying. They prayed far into
the night. Then a knock at the door of the gate was heard.
A damsel came to hearken, and on hearing Peter's voice she opened
not the gate for gladness, but ran in, and told the company who
were at prayer that Peter stood before the gate. "Thou art
mad," they said. Peter continued knocking, and at last" when
they had opened the door, and saw him, they were astonished."
What had happened ~ GOD had displayed His saving power,
and Peter expressed his experience of that power by saying to
himself, "Now I know of a surety that the LORD hath sent His
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from
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all the expectation of the people of the Jews" (Acts xii. 2-16).
Beyond doubt Peter's salvation was of the LORD. He could say,
" Behold, GOD is my salvation."
3. Thirdly, we may note that GOD is the salvation of believing
fmnilies.
Occasionally a whole family is numbered amongst the LORD'S
people. Father, mother, and children are all amongst the called
and saved people of GOD. There are family trials and problems
which call for Divine power and mercy, and the head of the family
gathers its members daily for family prayer and praise. The
varied needs of the family are mentioned in prayer. Faith, it
may be, is tested by delay. At last, however, some blessing
sought for arrives. A letter comes, bringing the answer to many
prayers. Then, what happens ~
Hear the answer from the Psalms: "The voice of rejoicing and
salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous; the right hand of
the LORD doeth valiantly. The right hand of the LORD is exalted :
the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly" (Ps. cxviii. 15, 16).
We can imagine the head of the house saying to his wife and
family, in the language of the last verse of this Psalm, "0 give
thanks unto the LORD; for He is good: for His mercy endureth
for ever."
4. Lastly, GOD is often the salvation of nations.
At the moment of writing, GOD'S saving power has been signally
put forth on behalf of our men in Belgium. It seemed as if the
whole of the Allied forces in Belgium would be broken up or
would have to capitulate for lack of food and a=unition. Our
Prime Minister and others thought that perhaps 20,000 or 30,000
men might be saved and brought to England. Instead of that
335,000 men were brought from Dunkirk.
It was, in the language of the Prime Minister, " A miracle of
deliverance." Would that our public men and the nation at large
would ascribe this miracle to the hand of GoD. The LORD'S
praying people throughout the land will not fail to recognize and
to own that the salvation of these men and of our country was
of the LORD.
When GOD'S people Israel were pursued by the Egyptians their
case seemed to be hopeless, but Moses said to them, "Fear ye
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not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will
show you to-day; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day,
ye shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight
for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Exod. xiv. 13, 14).
Shortly afterwards it could be said, "Thus the LORD saved
Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw
the Egyptians dead upon the seashore" (Exod. xiv. 30).
In our own national trials as well as in our personal trials,
the LORD'S people need to take comfort from the truth that
"Salvation is of the LORD." "Truly in vain is salvation hoped
for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly
in the LORD our GOD is the salvation of Israel" (Jer. iii. 23).
What is the inference which may be drawn from this great
truth 1 Surely it is this. If I can say, "Behold, GOD is my
salvation," then I can go on to say, "I will trust, and not be
afraid." He Who has saved me in the past, and is saving me in
the present, will assuredly save me in the future. I will therefore
trust in Him and not be afraid. He is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear 1 He is the strength of my life; of whom shall
I be afraid 1 "My soul, wait thou only upon GOD; for my
expectation is from Him. He only is my rock and my salvation:
He is my defence; I shall not be moved" (Ps. Ixii. 5, 6). May
we who write and we who read be enabled to rejoice in GoD'S
salvation, and being stayed on Him, may we be kept in perfect
peace.
" Blest is the man, 0 GOD,
That stays himself on Thee!
Who waits for Thy salvation, LORD,
Shall Thy salvation see."
(Toplady.)
THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
(Thomas Houghton).

THE great and final Garden of Paradise was only to be approached
through the Garden of Gethsemane.-The seventh Earl of Shaftesbury.
DAVID'S confidence was purely in the power of God, and not in any
sufficiency of his own. . . . He that put it into his heart to fight the
Philistine, put it into his head with what weapons to do it.-MaUhew
Henry.

The Gospel Magazine

421

lIma!'silJe Notes.
A BIBLE TYPE.

AN ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE, ON
TUESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 2ND, 1901, IN THE VICTORIA ROOMS,
BY THE REV. THOMAS HOUGHTON, AT THAT TIME INCUMBENT OF
KENSINGTON EPISCOPAL CHAPEL, BATH.
MR. ORMISTON, CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-It is rather remarkable
that three of the brethren who have been speaking concerning the
types which form the subject of to-day's Conference, have spoken
of the Temple as one of the great types of the Church. No doubt
God has led them to take up this aspect of the subject; and I am
sure we are all indebted to the various speakers for the remarks
which have fallen from their lips in reference to this important
type of the Church of the Living God. Now, before drawing
your attention to another of the types, I would add one or two
additional thoughts to those already presented to us in reference
to the typical character of the Temple. Some of you may have
noticed that in the New Testament the Church of God is frequently
spoken of as a House. Five times over this expression is applied
to God's people. Twice in the Epistle to the Hebrews, twice in
the first Epistle of Peter, and once in the first Epistle to Timothy.
In the 3rd chapter of Hebrews and the 6th verse, for example, we
read that Christ is spoken of as " A Son over His own House;
Whose House are we." In the lOth chapter and the 21st verse,
we read, " Having an High Priest over the House of God," evidently
meaning the Church. In the first Epistle of Peter, 2nd chapter
and the 5th verse, we read, "Ye also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual House"; in the 4th chapter and the 17th verse,
we read, "The time is come that judgment must begin at the
House of God." Then, in the first Epistle of Timothy, 3rd chapter
and 15th verse, Timothy is spoken to thus: "If I tarry long,
that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in
the House of God, which is the Church of the Living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth." I think it is very important that we
Should notice this fact, that in the New Testament the buildings
in which God's people now worship are never described as " Houses
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of God." We find that the Temple is spoken of as "The House
of the Lord," and we find our Lord saying, " Make not My Father's
House an house of merchandise." And why was this title applied
to the Temple ~ We have already learned this from previous
speakers. The Temple was the habitation of God. When the
Tabernacle was completed, "the glory of the Lord filled the
Tabernacle," and when the Temple was completed, "the glory of
the Lord" filled the Temple. In like manner when the Church of
the Living God has been fully completed, then in a more glorious
sense, and in a more perfect sense, it will be " A Habitation of God
through the Spirit." The Temple and the Tabernacle were viewed
in this way, because they were dwelling-p/ace$ of God. The Church
is now spoken of in the New Testament as the House of God, because
the Church is the Temple of the Living God. "Ye are the Temple
of God," says the Apostle Paul to God's people, " and the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you."
Now, there is some practical teaching in connexion with the
truth which has thus been brought before you; we co=only
hear people to-day speaking as if churches and chapels were God's
sanctuaries, houses of God, and His dwelling-places. No doubt, in
many cases, these expressions are used innocently enough. Yet,
we do know, there is much false doctrine connected with the idea
that a building intended for Christian worship is " a house of God."
But if we realize the truth of the above passages, teaching us that
no longer is any material building the habitation of God, we shall
see that a blow is struck at the false doctrine of the localized presence
of the Deity in the structures in which God's people worship.
There is a certain hymn (which is very popular in the present day),
sung in a large number of places of worship, which is utterly
contrary to the. teaching of Scripture on this point. (While
speaking of hymns, it would be well for me to remark, parenthetically, that we need to be sound in our hymns, as well as in our
preaching, for a great deal of the false doctrine of the present day
is traceable to the false doctrine of our hymnology.) The hymn
referred to is that beginning:
" We love the place, 0 God,
Wherein Thine honour dwells;
The joy of Thine abode
All earthly joy excels."
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There is no such place on the face of the earth! The Temple and
Tabernacle have passed away, and there is now no earthly building
in which God dwells. But there is a spiritual place in which God
dwells. The Lord Himself has said that "Where two or three
are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst of
them." This is beautifully expressed in a more Scriptural hymn:
" Jesus, where'er Thy people meet,
There they behold Thy mercy-seat;
Where'er they seek Thee Thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.
" For Thou, within no walls confined,
Inhabitest the bumble mind;
Such ever bring Thee where tbey come,
And, going, take Thee to their home."
ow, this truth not only strikes at the root of the false and idolatrous doctrine that God is locally present in the buildings in which
we worship, but it strikes a blow at the idea that the buildings in
which we worship God should, like the Temple, be "exceeding
magnifical." Why is it people think that they should spend
fabulous sums on Church buildings, while they neglect the command
to preach the Gospel to every creature, which is intended to be the
means of increasing the number of the spiritual stones which are
to form the great spiritual Temple that God is now building ~ Is
it not because they ignore the teaching of the New Testament as to
what now constitutes" the House of God"? Why, too, are such
lavish sums spent on decorating what men are pleased to call
" the house of God." True, the House of God should be decorated,
but which House ~ Surely that House of God, which is the Ohurch
of the Living God. And who can decorate that but the Holy
Ghost Himself ~ If only we realized this truth, I do not think
we should have the awful spectacle (and I think it is an awful
spectacle, which is not half realized as it ought to be) of seeing
hundreds of people, just at this time, flocking to our churches
and chapels, all to satisfy the senses and to please the flesh. What
are the flower services and the harvest decoratious but fleshly
things ~ They do not spring from the Spirit of God. They are
not taught by the Word of God. "God is a Spirit, and they that
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth."
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Now, I pass on, as I have little time to speak in. I have in
my memory four types, but I can only refer to one of them. This
is set down in the list of passages selected by our Convener in his
circular letter. The passage referred to is Genesis ii. 21-25. No
one has expounded the type that is spoken of there, and I hope it
may be profitable to draw your attention to it. We all admit
that Adam (and it is suggested in the circular of our esteemed
Convener) was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is described
as such in the 5th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, in the
words, "Who was the figure (or type) of Him that was to come."
And just as we have scriptural authority for regarding the first
Adam as a type of the Last Adam, so have we Scriptural authority
for regarding Eve as a type of the Church. We remember how,
in the 5th of Ephesians, the apostle illustrates the mystical union
that exists between Christ and His Church by the union which
exists between a husband and his wife, and then he goes on
to say, "For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother,
and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the
Church." I think this 5th chapter of Ephesians fully warrants us
in regarding Eve as a type of the Church. Before dwelling on this
point, I may make this one remark, that although various types
are given to us in the Old Testament, of the Church, we are not
to imagine that there was no Church in the Old Testament dispensation. I have read of one writer saying that the twelve apostles
were not part of the Church. I have read of the same writer
stating that there was no Church until it was specially revealed
unto the Apostle Paul. Even when Paul said, "I persecuted
the Church of God," he did not mean, according to this writer, the
Church of which we are speaking to-day. I believe myself, however,
that the Church of God existed in the Old Testament. I believe
that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were members of the Church of
God. Christ tells us that there is a time coming when they shall
come from the east, from the west, from north, and from the south,
and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and J acob in the KIngdom
of God. I believe that the olive tree, in the 11th chapter of
Romans, teaches us the oneness of the people of God from Adam
right on to the end of every dispensation.
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1. But now let us first think of Eve as a type of the Church in
respect to the Divine purpose to provide her. In Genesis ii. 18, we
read: "The Lord God said, It is not good that the man should
be alone; I will make him an help meet for him." Before Eve
was formed, God purposed to form her. In like manner the Church
is Divinely provided. According to the Divine purpose God gave
to His Son a Church. That is clearly taught in many passages of
Scripture. The Lord Himself says: "My Father which gave them
Me is greater than all." So the Church is provided according to
the Divine purpose. "God hath saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His
own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before
the world began." God intended that His Son should have a
companion. God intended His Son to have a Church. The Church
is no after-thought. It is the subject of the Divine purpose.
2. Then, secondly, dear friends, Eve may be regarded as a
type of the Church in regard to the Divine reason for which she was
provided. "I will make him an help meet for him." The Church is,
in a sense, a help to the Lord Jesus Christ. "The Head cannot
say to the feet, I have no need of you." The Lord Jesus graciously
condescends to regard His people as necessary to Himself, and as
helps, so to speak, to Himself. Why did He bestow gifts upon
the Church ~ We read in the Epistle to the Ephesians, that" He
gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers for the perfecting of the saints,"
and then what does it say next ~ " UNTO the work of the ministry,
UNTO the edifying of the Body of Christ." That is to say, the saints
are perfected through the ministry of faithful ministers, and then
they themselves, the saints, are used of God in the work of the
ministry, and as instruments of edifying the Body of Christ.
Therefore the Lord Jesus regards His people as helps to Him.
3. Thirdly, Eve is a type of the Church, in respect of the 'means
which God employed to provide her. "The Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam." We know that sleep is often used in
the Old Testament as emblematical of death. What does this
sleep point to but to the death of the Lord Jesus Christ, the last
Adam ~ It was absolutely essential for the Church's existence that
the Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ, should undertake
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the responsibility of bearing the penalty of the sins which the
Church had committed; and so we read our Lord said, "Except
a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone"
(John xii. 24). Christ would have had no Church if He had not
died. If He had not suffered the penalty due to the Church's sin
there would have been no Church at all. As, therefore, "the
Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam," so " it pleased
the Lord to bruise" the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross. The
death of the Lord Jesus Christ (as I think you have already heard
from one speaker) was not merely the work of man. He was
" delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God."
God sent Him to be the Propitiation, to bear the penalty of sin in
the place of His people.
4. Eve typed the Church in respect of the Divine power displayed
in her formntion. Nothing less than Divine power could have
formed Eve. The Lord God took one of Adam's ribs, and with
the rib He builded a woman (see Gen. ii. 21, 22). Have you ever
noticed those striking words in the Epistle to the Ephesians, the
first chapter, where the apostle prays that God's people at Ephesus
" may know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the saints. And what is the
exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe according
to the working of His mighty power which He wrought in Ohrist when
He raised Him from the dead." It required Divine power to raise
the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead; it requires the same power
to quicken a dead soul. The second chapter of Ephesians is closely
connected with the first, and the power of God which raised the
Lord Jesus from the dead, is the same power which quickens dead
souls, and raises them up together, and makes them sit together
in heaveuly places in Christ. God's people are" God's workmanship
created in Christ Jesus unto good works which God hath before
ordained that they should walk in them." And so in respect to
the Divine power which was displayed in her formation, Eve was
a type of the Church. The salvation of the soul is not the work of
man, it requires the mighty power of God. It is true that God is
pleased to use poor unworthy instruments, such as we are, as means
of bringing souls out of darkness into light; but it requires the
Divine, quickening power of the Holy Ghost to give life to those
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that are dead. The power which was displayed in the formation
of Eve is displayed in the new creation of every sinner who is
brought into living union with the Lord Jesus Christ.
5. Eve was a type in respect of her prese:ntation to Adam. God
" brought her unto the man," and gave her to him to be his wife.
In like manner the Church was given to Christ by the Father
(see John vi. 27; x. 29; xvii. 24).
6. Eve was a type in respect of Adam's recognition of her. He
said, " This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh." He
recognized her as a part of himself. And is not that a precious
truth in regard to God's children and the Lord Jesus Christ 1
"The Lord knoweth them that are His." He recognizes those
who are His own people. He knows they are part of Himself.
They are" members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones."
"No man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and
cherisheth it, even as the Lord the Church" (Ephes. v. 29, 30).
A man recognizes his own wife, the Lord Jesus recognizes His own
people. He says, so to speak, to all His people, or to each individual
member of His people, "This is now bone of My bones, and flesh
of My flesh." Oh, what a close and intimate union exists between
Christ and His people.
7. Lastly, Eve was a type of the Church in respect of the consummation of her union with Adam. "For this cause shall a man leave
his father and mother." The Lord Jesus left His Father in order
to purchase the Church with His own blood, and He is coming
again. The time is coming when" the Lord Himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel and
with the trump of God," in order to take His people unto Himself.
He "loved the Church and gave Himself for it, that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word,
that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having
spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be holy and
without blemish." And so in the Epistle of Jude we read: "Now
unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you
faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to
the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and
power, both now and ever." The time is coming when the Lord
shall leave His Father, so to speak, in order to cleave unto His
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completed Bride, and then shall be fulfilled that passage in the
Revelation, " Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him :
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife hath made
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness
of saints."
Well, the question for us to consider is, "Are we members of
this Church 1 Do we really and truly belong to the Church of
the Living God 1" I suppose we who are here to-night belong to
various denominations, but do we belong to Christ 1 Are we in
Him 1 Are we united to Him 1 Are we members of His body,
and of His flesh, and of His bones 1 If so, how precious to think
that there is such a glorious and intimate union existing between
Christ and His people, and that Christ will never put away His
wife. There is no divorce between the Church and Christ. "He
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it unto the day
of Jesus Christ." Christ will never leave His people, nor forsake
them.
The Chairman: Our brother has noticed sweetly the subject
of the Lord's second coming, and in connexion with that we \vill
now sing our closing hymn, which refers to this blessed expectation
of the Lord's people.
" Lord Jesus, come quickly, Thy Bride is preparing
In garments of glory before Thee to stand;
Her dimmed eyes are straining to catch Thine appearing,
Her heart sings in rapture, ' My Lord is at hand! ' "

Mr. James Wright then closed the meeting with prayer.

FEMALE DRESS.
A DELICATE hut very important point, especially for young women,
is moderation with respect to dress. It is inexpressibly sad to see the
abominable, stupid, aud wanton "fashions" of the world infecting
some who would not like to be considered irreligious. The increasingly daring feminine immodesty observable everywhere should be
most strictly avoided by all who have any respect for themselves or
their friends. How much more so by those who profess to fear God !
Respectable young men would do well to entirely boycott every female
who in the slightest measure follows such scandalous examples.-Pastor
J. H. Gosden in " The Friendly Companion."
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liJiLgwn ijapU5.
WELLSPRINGS.
" He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou
trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler."-PsALM xci. 4.
As to who was the writer of this Psalm we are left uninformed. Some
of the Jewish writers have ascribed it to Moses, others to David, and
suggested that the latter may probably have written it when he was
passing through the sore afHiction of pestilence which came upon
him at the numbering of the people (2 Sam. xxiv). "Others, too,
find the language fitted to Messiah, since the Psalm contains so many
promises to Him as Man, of security and safety and preservation from
disease, beasts of prey, evil spirits and wicked spirits under the care
of angels" (Dr. Gill). But whilst we must leave it there and dare
not dogmatize where the Holy Spirit is silent, we may, and can, say,
it is a Psalm fitted to the experience of all the children of God in their
pilgrimage pathway Heavenward. We call it a Travellers' Psalm,
and sweetly has the language of it fitted the children of God before
setting forth on a journey, read, as it has been, in conjunction with
Psalm cxxi. But whether at home or abroad, it is sniting the hearts
of all believers to-day, and with the Holy Spirit's gracious in-breathing,
bringing many a sweet word of comfort and rest, and peace in these
days of danger and conflict. They it is who alone abide in safety,
and enjoy a "peace of mind which passeth all understanding," as
dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, and hidden there by the
Angels commissioned to minister unto them and charged with the
holy office of bearing them up in all their ways. Those celestial beings,
beloved reader, be sure of it, are swift to do their Lord's bidding, and
they fail not in their sacred office, and set forth how great indeed is
the Holy One of Israel in the midst of His People.
H

Thy ministering spirits descend,

To watch while Thy saints are asleep;
By day and by night they attend
The heirs of salvation to keep."
The true dwelling-place of the child of God is " in the secret place of
the Most High and under the shadow of the Almighty." What greatness and majesty is here declared. Oh, child of God, be your exercises
what they are, and your fears and disquietudes many, they are groundless and graceless. For you, there is the protection of "The Most
High," and even the care and preservation of the Almighty God of
Jacob! May grace in lively exercise enable you to see to it that your
soul is dwelling" in the' secret place of the Most High" even at the
Mercy Seat within the veil! There within the veil was that holy
symbol of the Divine Presence and the stretching, o'ershadowing wings
of the cherubim covering it, their eyes directed towards the golden
lid. The Holy One of God, Whom this sacred symbol represented,
29
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must fail ere you fail. But there you are" preserved in Christ Jesus"
and eternally safe.
We spoke of this Psalm being called a Travellers' Psalm, and its
language likewise fits the lives of every soldier of Jesus Christ, every
warrior who is called upon to war a good warfare and never put off
his armour in fighting the good fight of faith. There is no discharge
in this war. True soldiers of Jesus Christ are called to be warriors and
to "wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places" (Eph. vi. 12). So that to them
there is much more to be feared than the dangers suggested in verses
5-8 of our Psalm, very real and apprehensive as these are in our presentday experiences! And often of late, dear reader, has the writer of
th is article blessed the Lord God of her salvation and preservation,
that the Holy Spirit has left on record that strong word, used by tbe
Son of Man Himself in all His tender compassion for His poor lone,
defenceless disciples. Read His kind words of warning and comfort.
" But when ye shall hear of wars and co=otions, be not terr-ijied; for
these things must first come to pass; but the end is not by and by"
(Luke xxi. 9). Truly terrifying are the deadly sounding of guns,
weapons, and overhead threatenings which in a moment might hurl
us into Eternity, but for His gracious keeping and preserving care and
that peace of God which passeth all understanding, promised and
given. "Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night," saith the
writer of our Psalm. "And in nothing terrified by your adversaries;
which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation,
and that of God," wrote the Apostle Paul to his brethren in Christ at
Philippi. The Lord encourage our hearts, and may the comfort of
these words keep us from" the terror by night" and enable us to
testify by our lips and lives what the God of our lives can, and does, do
for His poor defenceless ones. Sure I am that if we could all meet
and together rehearse the righteous acts of our God and speak often
one to another, we should one and all be constrained to testify of His
abiding faithfulness, wondrous care, and" thoughts of peace and not
of evil" toward one and all of us. The text upon which the writer
is endeavouring to put forth these few, broken, and all-unworthy
remarks is the promise given her at the outbreak of war in September,
1939. "He shall cover thee with His feathers," and I doubt not they
are also precious to many of God's living ones in Zion. They have
followed me up through these increasingly dangerous days; and to
His glory be it spoken, kept the mind in perfect peace, when all around
was to the contrary. This alone can be of His mighty working. And
sometimes He as it were strengthens faith in some token whereby all
know the mouth of the Lord has spoken it, and He is giving evidence
of it. Thus it was when after a night of danger, and in th'e early hours
of a Sabbath morn (think of it in our once favoured and peaceful
land!) we experienced for the first time in our lives, indeed in the
lives of many past generations, a battle in the air! It was very,
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very solemn; the roaring of guns, the searchlights following up their
objective and the flash of fire from discharging guns. The heavens
were bespangled with their myriad stars-God's handiwork, and they
shone on, undisturbed above it all. The verse of Kelly's hymn,
"Happy they who trust in Jesus!
Sweet their portion is, and sure;
\¥hen the foe on others seizes,
He will keep His own secure,"

was constantly repeated by me during those solemn hours, and I believe
my faithful God fulfilled His promise (Ps. xci. 5) given me for all these
past months, and kept my mind" in perfect peace," and" nothing
terrified," be it spoken to His alone praise and glory. At 8 a.m., while
dressing, I looked forth on the beautiful heavens which had witnessed
such a contrary scene a few short hours before. 1'here appeared sucb
a phenomenon, so utterly unlike anything I had ever seen before, that
my gaze was riveted. There was the vast expanse of clear blue sky,
and upon it, line after line (five in all) of pure white clouds, straight as
lines could have ruled them, and parallel upon one another. It was so
outstanding a feature, and sucb as I had never before noticed, that
my heart was softened as the words fell from my lips, "My God is
the God of order; He has swept His sky." It was as tbough (I speak
it reverently and humbly) He had cleared it of all intruders and deadly
deeds and would remind His people that He was the same to them, and
His canopy of love was still over them. When two and a half hours
later, I stood in the front, waiting to be fetched for Church, I again
looked up to see the same beauti£nl azure sky, and instead of tho e
straight clouds, there were majestic fleecy ones in perfect form as huge
feathers, and my heart was melted at the remembrance of my
promise of the past nine months, "He shall cover thee with His
feathe·rs." The preacher, too, an hour or so later, took for his text,
Psalm xci. 5 !
And thus, my fellow-believers, I believe we can one and all testify
of the Covenant faithfulness of our God, His thoughts of peace toward
us and not of evil, His mindlulness of His promises toward us, and His
Infinite care and concern regarding us.
What a beautiful and heart-reaching simile is that which our gracious
Lord and Master used when on earth: "As a hen gathereth her chickens
under her wings." And who of us has not been touched and moved
at the beauty of that homely scene when watching the hen bird clucking her note of call when danger was near, and when the frail littlo
chicks fled to the parent bird for safety, rest, and shelter?
"As the bird beneath her feathers,
Guards the objects of ber carc;
So the Lord His childrcn gathers,
Spreads His wings, and hides them there;
Thus protectedAll their foes they boldly dare."-(Kelly, 1800).

And you and I have often proved the loving tender solicitude of
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our Heavenly Father in drawing us, calling us, and gathering us to
shelter heneath His Divine and Protecting Care, when danger threatened and disaster was near.
Oh, it is well for you and me to testify of His goodness and speak
often one to another to His glory, and encourage our hearts to remember
that" whoso offereth praise glorifieth Him." His people ever have
cause to praise Him.
We hinted at the commencement of this meditation that this Psalm
was representative of the Mercy-seat. Throughout the Psalm the
soul holds communion with her God, and He has said, " There will I
meet with thee, and I will commune with thee above the mercy-seat."
Does your heart and mine respond to this longing desire, dear reader,
to be found thus dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, and
abiding under the shadow of the Almighty! A beloved servant of
Jesus Christ recently remarked that she has had comfort from the
verse in Psalm lvii. 1, and it had come to her that if one was abiding
under the shadow, there must also be the Substance and it had lifted
her up and encouraged her to believe that her sheltering place was
even the Most High Who is the Alone Hope and Salvation of His people.
" Thou shalt hide them in the secret place of Thy Presence" (Ps. x..xxi.
20).

Does He not indeed hide His Own securely there and say unto
them, " 0 my dove, thou art in the clefts of the rock in the secret
places of the stairs" ? (Song of Sol. ii. 14). 0 may our souls return
unto their true and only rest, and rely wholly upon the faithfulness of
God, Who has pledged Himself to preserve, keep, and uphold us all,
in and through the merits of His well-beloved Son, Who will in that
last great day be able to say, "Of them whom Thou has given Me,
have I lost none-not one."
Meanwhile, may our hearts he kept steadfast and unfearing amidst
deaths and dangers around us, and singing on our way to Heaven and
Home,
"Beneath the shadow of Thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure."

May we oft-times repeat the prayer of David, "Keep me as the
apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" (Ps. xvii. 8).
And He shall have all the glory of the salvation of all His redeemed
and of their safe conduct every step of the journey Home.
" He shall defend thee under His wings, and thou shalt be safe under
His feathers" (Prayer Book version).
U

He over thee His wings shall spread,

And cover thy unguarded headHis truth shall by thy strong defence."
-(Tote and BTady).

Oh! children of God, you are well preserved and hidden under His
" feathers"! Even under all the Divine attrihutes of love, mercy,
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power, and faithfulness, all put forth on the behalf of His poor defenceless children. And think of it, and may the joy of thankfulness well
up in your hearts and give expression in your lips and lives, as you
ponder for Whose sake you are thus kept" Preserved in Christ Jesus,"
and therefore nothing can by any means harm you.
R.

SALVATION IS OF GOD ALONE.
" Beside Me there is

'IW

Saviour.-IsAIAH xliii. 11.

" SALVATION is of God alone,
The glorious plan is all His Own;
In love He formed the great design,
And here His grace and wisdom shine.
" Salvation is of God alone,
One only victim could atone
For human guilt; that Victim He
Who claims with God equality.
" Salvation is of God alone,
'Tis He Who breaks the heart of stone,
Who makes self-righteous boast to cease,
And gives the troubled conscience peace.
"Salvation is of God alone,
'Tis He Who leads His people on,
'Tis He Who makes their burdens light,
And shields them in the day of fight.
" Salvation is of God alone,
He sets His people on His throne;
'Tis rapture all, and triumph then,
They never taste of grief again.
" Salvation is of God alone,
This truth let all His people own,
And to His Name the praise be given,
By saints on earth, and saints in heaven."
THOMAS

KELLY.

" THE Gospel is such a doctrine as condemneth all manner of righteousness, and preacheth the only righteousness of Christ, and to them
that embrace the same, it bringeth peace of conscience and all good
things; and yet, notwithstanding, the world hateth and persecuteth
it most bitterly."-Luther.

•
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Sermon,. anb Note,. of Sermons.
NEHEMIAH'S PRAYER.
A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

" 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, let now Thine ear be attentive to the prayer of
Thy servant, and to the prayer of Thy servants, who desire to fear
Thy Name; and prosper, I pray Thee, Thy se'rvant this day, and
grant him mercy in the sight of this man. For I was the king's
cup-bearer."-NEHEMIAH i. 11.
THIS Book of Nehemiah may, I think, be justly considered one of the
most experimental historical books to be found in the Old Testament.
This Nehemiah, as my youngest hearers probably already know, was
an Israelitish exile at this time, in the palace of Shushan. The Persian
king was his master, and his office was that of a cup-bearer 01' butler,
which office brought him frequently into personal contact with his
sovereign, and, from the observation which the king made, and which
we have been hearing read this evening, it would seem as though the
king were a close observer of his servant. The office was an exalted
one, one it should be said of considerable eminence and responsibility,
and it is not improbable that from time to time the king conversed
with Nehemiah, so that on this occasion when the sad news was brought
from Jerusalem to Nehemiah, and his heart bled at the news and his
countenance changed, the king immediately observed the sadness
upon his countenance and put the question to him, how was this thing 1
Hc was not sick, it must be sadness, heaviness of heart. And then in
his own simple, touching way Nehemiah replied and laid the sad news
before the king that some of these Jewish brethren, who had come to
pay a visit from Jerusalem, had told him. How thc remnant of the
captivity of Israel left in the land, in the province of Judah, were in
great aflliction and reproach; how the wall of Jerusalem was broken
down, and how the gates of the holy city were burned with fire.
We are told here of the effect of this upon Nehemiah, who
was a true patriot, nor that only, but a godly patriot, and when these
two things are found together I think we get very naturally an ideal
man amongst the children of men. A godly patriot, one who fears God,
who loves his country and seeks in the fear of God to fulfil the duties
of his citizenship, the duties he owes to his fellow-men, to society, and
to the interests of his native land at large-these men make the best
subjects of the sovereign. Such an one was Nehemiah, who had not
forgotten his own beloved country though he servcd as an exile, a
foreigner, in the palace of Shushan. We are told the immediate
effect upon him was that hc "sat down and wept," he "mourned
certain days, and fasted." But he did not stop there, that would
only have been to show the grief of his soul; he brought his burden
of grief, therefore, to the footstool of his God; it is added he" prayed
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before the God of heaven." What a lesson for us who live in the
economy of grace, on whom the ends of the world have come, who
possess these Holy Scriptures in their entirety, who are no longer
walking by faith on promises concerning the first coming of the Lord,
but who are earnestly looking for and hastening unto His second
appearing. I say our privilege is vastly greater than the privilege of
these Old Testament saints who died in faith, not having received the
promise concerning the first Advent of the promised One. We know
He has come. "We know," says one, " that the Son of God is come,
and hath given us an understanding" to know Him also, to know
Him as ours-our Redeemer, the Justifier of our persons, the Reconciler
of us to God, the Head of the Church, the Fulness of Him Whom the
Father has provided for us, and we rejoice, I trnst, in this our portion.
But, dear friends, how short we come in service of adorning this blessed
Possession and commending its wealth to others. Not so was it in
his day with Nehemiah; he turned this his sorrow to great account.
And I was thinking in the vestry before I came down a few minutes
since that it is not improbable that the restoration of Jerusalem hung
upon the thread of Nehemiah's prayer; our God is such a wonderworking God, and it does delight Him so much to use the little things
that man despises and sets aside as contemptible. Of course, one
reason God has in doing this, in working thus, is that the excellency of
the power may be evidently of Him and not of the instrumentality, not
of the creature, not of man, not of the flesh. But think, dear friends,
how much may in the purposes of God hang upon the slender thread of
a single prayer. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous," that
is, " one righteous man availeth much." That of course is illustrated
in the Epistle of James by the instance of Elijah. The heavens were
shut and the heavens were opened according to the believing prayer
of that solitary man of God. It was an earnest prayer, it was effectual,
it prevailed. So Nehemiah's prayer, it was unquestionably a fervent
prayer, an availing prayer-no form, no mere form. Whether it was
audible to the ear of man besides, we cannot tell, but he himself has
written it down hy inspiration so that we know ai any rate the substance of it, and if you look at this prayer you will find much instruction, I think, in it.
The first thing noticeahle is that he appeals to Jehovah as the God
of heaven. That is not a Hehrew or Israelitish title, and not employed
in the Old Testament Scriptures by the Jews of Jehovah. But we
bear in mind that Nehemiah's lot was cast in a strange land and
amongst a strange people, and, as I am informed, this expression was
one that was employed in Persia, only true in its application to Jehovah,
for the heavens are the work of His fingers, and by faith we believe
that in an instant they and all creation came to be according to the
will of God, the mere will of God. All things, as I told the dear children
here in the afternoon to-day, all things were made by Jesus. Jesus
always was the Creator according to the will of the Father. In proof
of this-His being the Creator, the active Agent of creation-you have
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only, as you know, many of you, to read the earlier part of the first
chapter of the Gospel by St. John. "In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things
were made by Him (the Word) and without Him was not anything
made that was made." The heavens were made by Him and very
properly, therefore, is He designated the God of heaven. The title
is an exalted one, implying tbat He is above all, that He is superior
to creation, therefore all events and circumstances are necessarily at
His holy will and command. This is what Nehemiah felt, and he
grounded his petition upon God's ability and upon God's resources.
If God be tbe God of heaven He can do this thing on earth. He can
cause circumstances so to work together as to bring about this desired
result, the restoration of the down-trodden city of Nehemiah's fathers.
" I beseech Thee, 0 Lord God of heaven, the great and terrible God,
That keepeth Covenant and mercy for them that love Him and observe
His commandments; let Thine ear now be attentive and Thine eyes
open, that Thou mayest hear the prayer of Thy servant, which I pray
before Thee now, day and night." I pause here. You see, dear friends,
how this dear man persevered in prayer-" day and night." The
Lord kept him waiting a long time before He appeared for him. Are
you strangers to that experience? Have you not also, dear children
of God, waited at the Mercy-seat again and again, and yet again,
without receiving the desire of your hearts? But grace enabled you
still to hang on in hope upon His Word. You had your downcastings,
your sore discouragements; the enemy came in and he whispered, Why
longer wait upon thy God? His ear is closed against thy prayer, His
eyes are shut upon thee. How it reminds one of that dear blind man
in the neighbourhood of Jericho as Jesus passed by who called out.
upon Him for mercy, for mercy as Son of David! And they sought
to discourage the poor blind suppliant, and they bade him be silent;
and yet, we are told, the more they pressed him to be silent, the more a
great deal he cried out for mercy, pleading again and again that title,
Son of David. "Sou of David, have mercy on me." And you know
how he prevailed, you know how he carried the point. And so it was
in this instance of Nehemiah. God gave sustaining grace to His
supplicating servant. And if the Lord give us grace to begin in prayer
He thereby furnishes us with a pledge that we shall finally prevail.
As I often remind you, beloved friends, God's grace cannot fail, God's
grace must eventually result in victory. It may be a bruised reed, it
may be a smoking flax, but the great, the gracious, Divine, Living
Author of prayer will not break the bruised reed nor quench the smoking
flax till He bring forth judgment unto victory. He cannot deny
Himself, that is the point, that is the reason why-He cannot deny
Himself, and if He have given a promise to a poor suppliant at His
feet He thereby commits Himself to accomplish all that pledge or
promise. And so I say to the little ones to-night, Hope on His mercy.
Lean hard .on His tender mercy. Remember, He cannot deny Himself.
He is faithful That promised Who also will do it. And thus it was with
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Nehemiah; day and night he held on still, pleading with the God of
heaven; says he, " for the children of Israel Thy servants, and confess
the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against Thee;
both I and my father's house have sinned." Thus he realized in
association with his petitions that he himself was one poor sinner
who was thus occupied, and was he not also interceding for other poor
sinners 1 Hence he gives an eminent place here to confession of sin
-another practical point for us to bear in mind, dear fellow believers,
that we mingle true-hearted confession of sin with all our petitions,
it becomes us well to take that place. And I suppose to the end of
our days we shall be able and feel constrained to offer these petitions
which we find in our Liturgy, where we call upon God the Father,
upon God the Son, and upon God the Holy Ghost, Three Persons but
one God, to have mercy upon us miserable sinners, and so taking this
place, that of the penitent, that of those who sorrow after a godly sort,
we are an acceptable people in His sight. "This Man receiveth sinners
and eateth with them" ; those who are poor and needy are His singular
delight and satisfaction. It must be a lovely sight in the eyes of the
Lord Jesus, I think, when He sees a great many poor sinners gathering
round His feet in prayer, supplication, and confession. It used to
gladden His heart when He was upon the earth. Those were the
happiest moments Jesus had, when poor and needy ones sought His
favour and pleaded His mercy. And He has not changed, He is
" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day "-that means to-night,
now-" and for ever." His delight is in mercy. Do you know it was
that passage God sealed home on my heart when I was under deep
conviction of sin many, many years ago-" He delighteth in mercy."
If you ask what does the Lord most delight in concerning His people,
the answer is, Mercy, mercy, mercy. And so Nehemiah pleaded as
a poor sinner, and on behalf of other poor sinners, saying, "I and
my father's house have sinned. We have dealt very corruptly against
Thee, and have not kept the co=andments, nor the statutes, nor the
judgments, which Thou co=andedst Thy servant Moses "-and if
he had stopped there it might have implied he had given up all hope
and all expectation, but the Holy Ghost, the Remembrancer, brought
to his mind a certain promise which was written, to be found in the
writings of inspired Moses, and therefore he ventures upon that promise,
that Scripture (the eighth verse): "Remember, I beseech Thee, the
word that Thou co=andedst Thy servant lV10ses, saying, If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations; but if ye turn
unto Me, and keep My commandments, and do them; though there
were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will
I gather them from thence and will bring them unto the place that I
have chosen to set My Name there." And on that Scripture he bases
this spiritual and this prevailing argument: "Now these are Thy servants, and Thy people, whom Thou hast redeemed by Thy great power,
and by Thy strong hand "-Lord, that promise applies to these cases.
No argument like that which goes to the Mercy-seat and says, Lord,
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this is Thy word. This declaration proceeded from Thine Own lips.
Lord, this is the foundation of my hope and trust. And then he pleads
in the language of our immediate text: "0 Lord, I beseech Thee, let
now Thine ear be attentive to the prayer of Thy servant "-Thine ear.
In this Scripture, as well as in many others, God is spoken of anthropologically, spoken of as though He were a man, as though He had
ears to hear, and as though He had literal eyes to see, and as though
He had hands with which to deliver, and God has allowed, God has
warranted in Holy Scripture, the employment of these forcible figures
of speech in compassion to our infirmities, for, as the Article of our
Church Scripturally declares, God is " without body, parts, or passions,"
and yet in condescension to our manifold infirmities, our ignorance,
our slowness of heart to believe, He pictures Hi mself to us under these
fignres. "0 Lord, I beseech Thee, let now Thine ear be attentive to
the prayer of Thy servant." In Holy Scripture again God's ear is
shown to be a hearing ear. God's ear is never deaf to the prayer of the
needy and the poor and the hoper in His Word. The merest feeblest
whisper that springs from the heart of faith is vocal in His ear. "For
the sighing of the needy, now will I arise," says He. Oh, is there a
needy soul here to-night 1 and whose response to my questiou is,
Yes, there is a needy soul here to-night, one whose need is past human
expression, one whose necessities multiply upon his soul day by day,
one who is surrounded by circumstances apparently insuperable. To
such an one one desires to speak comfortably. "Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem and cry unto her "-the Lord gives us words wherewith
to comfort the needy, the solitary, the burdened, the despairing, the
Satan-tempted, the cross-crushed ones. The Lord will have such
needy souls bnilt up in the sure consolation of His Own Word. "Willing
more abundantly," you see in the sixth of Hebrews, "Willing more
abundantly" to console such and save those who have fled for refuge
to lay hold of the Hope set before them He has uttered Himself by two
immutable things, His Word and His Oath, and it is on this view of
His character that we may rest perfectly satisfied, God's Word, God's
Oath, saying of the spiritual seed of Abraham, In blessiug thee, thou
shalt be blessed. And if He bless, who shall reverse it 1 Now it is
the ear of our God which is thus open to the sighing of the needy.
Oh, sigh on, sigh on. Still breathe into His ear. There are times
when you cannot word or phrase your desires or petitions, but He
knoweth the thoughts of His children's hearts long before they conceive them. "The Lord is nigh," most nigh, " unto them that are of
a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." I say
again, Wait on the Lord. Hope on His mercy. Plead His promises.
" God is His Own Interpreter and He will make it plain."
" Be attentive to the prayer of Thy servant, and to the prayer of Thy
servants, who desire to fear Thy Name." Who were these, think you 1
I think they must have been a godly few associated in fellowship and
sorrow with Nehemiah. The Lord's people have never been, I think,
at any period a great company, but rather a little flock, a few here, a
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few there, and a few yonder, yet when totalled up, when the names
are found and traced up to the Lamb's Book of Life, then a multitude
no man can number. So I take it there may have been a little Church,
as in Cresar's household, in the house of the palace at Shushan, a few
true Israelites who daily wept together over their common sorrow and
aflliction-the down-trodden city of Jerusalem and the exiled nation.
And now it would seem that a door of hope were about to open for
these, and Nehemiah joins them, has fellowship with them in desire
and expectation. Hear then, Lord, we pray Thee, the prayers of
those" who desire to fear Thy Name." It is a low standard, some
people say, it is a very low place for any professed child of God to take
to number himself among those who only desire to fear the Divine
Name. Oh, friends, what a mercy you have such a desire. Whence
came it? Who inbreathed it? Who is nourishing it, watching over
it night and day with purpose of heart to mature and to crown it
presently? Surely it is the work of the Spirit that we desire, any
of us, that the fear of God should possess our hearts and actuate our
lives, and mould and fashion our character. These thing are not of
earth, they owe themselves to a Heavenly origin, and if you, any of
you, are among the number of those who desire to fear the Lord, let
me call your attention to the text, for it certifies you that you already
are the Lord's servant. "0 Lord, I beseech Thee, let now Thine
ear he attentive to the prayer of Thy servant, and to the prayer of
Thy servants, who desire to fear Thy Name." See the work of grace.
As yet it may be a small beginning, it is a day of very small thjng .
Here is found a poor sinner who desires to fear the Lord; the Lord
says in ilis heart, That springs from the new hirth, already I see a
child there, that is the cry, the desire, of a living child in My family,
it is the beginning of good things to come. It is evidence that I have
put such a one among the children. And this is the family cry, all
begin in experience more or less like unto this. I know, dear children
of God, there is a tendency in us to measure our experience of spiritual
things by the experience of others. It is unwise. God has His Own
methods of bringing in His wandering far-off ones. We must all be
brought, it is qmte true, by the footsteps of the flock, that is true,
but, then, the Lord deals with individual members of His flock individually. So, then, we have this in common, that we desire to fear the
Name of God. To some He grants an early deliverance, others He
leaves in chains and bonds awhile, but all will end in salvation, all
His methods end in the voice of song and praise, " He hath done all
things well." "I will bring the blind by a way that they knew not;
I will lead them in paths that they have not known; I will make
darkness light before them, and crooked things straight. These
things will I do unto them, and not forsake them." Who are thus
described as " blind ones" whom the Lord is bringing along the safe
pathway, though it be a rongh pathway, a pathway of thorns and
briars, dragons, and great deeps? If the Lord be the Leader and
Commander of His people they must be well led, and bronght in
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due time into a wealthy place. Their tongues will then be set free to
praise Him Who led them His way rather than their way, the painful
way and yet the wise way. "Everyone of them in Zion appeareth
before God."
" And prosper, I pray Thee, Thy servant this day, and grant him
mercy in the sight of this man." I am just going to make an observatiou about our prayers which occurs to my mind, suggested by this
petition, and it is this, that it is clearly the mind of God that we should
ask for definite things, and ask definitely, but always in meek submission
to His sovereign pleasure. It delights the Lord when His children are
hungry that they definitely ask, " Give us this day our daily bread "that is definite. And so, I take it, throughout the Scriptures we have
multiplied examples of direct, definite petitions, and we have, on the
other hand, the Lord's faithfulness in definitely responding to these
specific requests. Let us seek grace to be less general in our prayers,
less diffusive in our prayers, to be more direct, more pointed, and if
we have not any definite request to make may God grant us the grace
of silence. He is in Heaven, we are upon earth, and we are warned
not to be rash with our mouth to utter anything before God, " therefore," it is argued by the Holy Ghost, better" let thy words be few."
So also, I think, whether our prayers be private closet prayers, family,
or public prayers, we should see to it that they'may be specific, specific
in their object, and that we go to God with definite requests as
Nehemiah, "Prosper, I pray Thee, Thy servant this day "-this day,
" and grant him mercy in the sight of this man." This day, this manthis is specific, this is definite, to the point. And you know how God
took pleasure in the utterance of His servant, in the desire of his heart,
and how wonderfully God presently appeared for Nehemiah. He
went into the king's presence. The king, as we heard, made observation
upon him and asked him the cause of his sorrow. He explained it, and
the king forthwith said, What is it you will to be done 1 But before
godly Nehemiah answered the eartWy king he lifted up his heart in
silent prayer to Him Who hears in secret. He did not take long, and
I do not suppose the king was kept waiting. Believing prayer in the
extremity of need, oh, dear friends, how rapidly it mounts the skies
and passes within the veil and deals directly with the living God,
moving His Hand forthwith. And so it was with Nehemiah, who said,
" So I prayed to the God of heaven. And I said unto the king "-for
the Lord forthwith gave him an answer. Let this be an encouragement
to us in the use of ejaculatory prayer, mental prayer, prayer in silence
so far as man is concerned. Just lift the heart up in the moment of
your need to the living God and you will find Him faithful to His
promises. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee,
and thou shalt glorify Me." Nehemiah glorified God, and I am so
thankful that his prayer was put into the Book for our guidance, for
our study, for our encouragement and our confirmation.
May the same God Who gave Nehemiah that desire after blessing
and presently satisfied that desire ricWy increase our faith, and enable
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us in the day of our need to flee to the same Refuge, to plead the same
promises, and to hope upon the same mercy, and we, like Nehemiah,
shall see Jerusalem in prosperity, and we shall see her cast-down stones
and scattered dust pass through the renovating Hands of our God,
and we shall see the little one become a thousand. "Is anything too
hard for the Lord 1 "

"MY SWORD AND MY BOW."
ISAAC called Esau, and with a paternal gentleness bade him go to the
field, taking his weapons, to hunt for venison and bring it, when ready,
to him. Rebekah, fearful of the import of such a charge, persuaded
Jacob, against his spontaneous and better judgment, to bring her two
kids from the flock, for her to prepare. This he did, with the result,
naturally, that Jacob's dish was ready some time before that of Esau.
What disquiet and sorrow followed all their schemes: before long
Rebekah was urging her favourite Jacob to flee from home-to go away,
as it were, to the field and the world. No longer might he stay about
the doors to bring the kids from the flock: he must seek his meat with
his weapons, and learn what it is to be face to face with wild beasts
and enemies. Jacob's blessing was sure, but his inheritance must
come to him through years of toil and battling. It was not to be had
so easily as just going to the flock made it. Christ prayed not that his
followers should be taken from the world, but that they should be
kept from the evil. It is while providences wear or perplex them that
the children of God are taught what their inheritance in Christ is, and
how free a gift. The Lord sent forth His apostles as lambs in the
midst of wolves, never promising them easy appropriations, but ever
promising ultimate victory. Jacob said to his father, that he had
found the meat quickly" because the Lord thy God brought it to me " :
a very wrong speech, although in one way true, but I wondered (without
meaning that the narrative bears such a parabolic signification) if the
easy faith that we hear so much of is after the same manner, and a
dish ready at the door, purporting to be according to God and of His
finding.
Rebekah would not think such things, perhaps, in the months or
years of loneliness which followed Jacob's departure, but she perhaps
wondered why she was so precipitate, why so desperate. She did not
know that Cowper wrote, " Beware of desperate steps," but she knew
from the very sight and existence of her husband that nothing was
impossible with God. However, her evil heart of unbelief (such an one
as we all possess and are told to beware of), with the goading of the
" enemy of all righteousness" urged her on, making her forget that no
exigence is too complicated or urgent for the smoothing out of His
hands Who makes crooked things straight. What a thanksgiving
evening would have been hers, if Esau had returned amazed to confess
that he had not caught anything: or if some unlooked for interruption
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at home had made the feast impossible, or if Isaac's mind changed.
Such interpositions of tbe Almighty seem indeed at times impossible,
and prayer feels like a faithless and hopeless thing, but God Who
creates darkness turns it into light, and this He did for His heloved
Jacob on his first night away from home, when He said He would be
with Him and bring him again. And then he plunged indeed into the
field for his savoury meat, his lamb and bitter herbs. But at last he
left Laban with the flocks and herds that God gave him: went back
again, and became possessor for the time being of land whercon to feed
them. Then the famine came, and they all went to Egypt (for here
wc have no continuing city), and it was told Joseph that his father
was sick. The other sons were following their occupation when
Joseph went by himself with his two sons to the dying bed. "Behold
I die," Jacob said, " but God shall be with you and hring you again
unto the land of your fathers: moreover I have given to thee one
portion above thy brethren which I took out of the hand of the
Amorite with my sword and with my bow." So he had learned to
fight, and in the depth of his love for Joseph he bequeathed to him the
fruit of " his one military exploit." We can scarcely picture Jacob
with a sword in his hand, but Jo eph got" the parcel of ground" at
Sychar for himself, and there years and years afterwards he was buried.
And near there the Lord sat when He was wearied. Jacob's well was
there, and tbe God of Jacob told tbe outcast Samaritan of the well of
living water that springs up into everlasting life.
FOLLOWER-ON.

COMFORT IN AIR RAIDS.

" Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the most
High, thy habitation,. there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling."-Psalm xci. 9, 10.
Tm; late Mr. C. H. Spurgcon, before commenting on these verses in
his Treasury of Duvid, p. 235, relates the following remarkable experience in his own life :" Before expounding these verses I cannot refrain from recording
a personal incident illustrating their power to soothe the heart, when
they are applied by the Holy Spirit. In the year 1854, when I had
scarcely been in London twelve months, tbe neighbourhood in which
I laboured was visited by Asiatic cbolera and my congregation su1fercd
from its inroads. Family after family summoned me to the bedside
of the smitten, and almost every day I was called to visit the grave.
I gave myself up with youthful ardour to the visitation of the sick,
and was sent for from all corners of the district by persons of all ranks
and religions. I became weary in body and sick at heart. My friends
seemed falling one by one, and I felt or fancied that I was sickening
like those around me. A little more work and weeping would have
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laid me low among the rest; I felt that my burden was heavier than
I could bear, and I was ready to sink under it. As God would have it,
I was returning mournfully home from a funeral, when my curiosity
led me to read a paper which was wafered up in a shoemaker's window
in the Dover Road. It did not look like a trade announcement, nor
was it, for it bore in a good bold handwriting these words: 'Because
thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, e·ven the most High, thy
habitation,. there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come
nigh thy dwelling.' The effect upon my heart was immediate. Faith
appropriated the passage as her. own. I felt secure, refreshed, girt
with immortality. I went on with my visitation of the dying in a
calm and peaceful spirit; I felt no fear of evil, and I suffered no harm.
The providence which moved the tradesman to place those verses in
hi window, I gratefully acknowledge, and in the remembrance of its
marvellous power I adore the Lord my God.
" The Psalmist in these verses assures the man who dwells in God
that he shall be secure. Though faith claims no merit of its own, ye~
the Lord rewards it wherever he sees it. He who makes God his
refuge shall find Him a refuge; he who dwells in God shall find his
dwelling protected. We must make the Lord our habitation by
ehoosing Him for our trust and rest, and we shall receive immunity
from harm; no evil shall touch us personally, and no stroke of judgment shall assail our household. The dwelling here intended by the
original was only a tent, yet the frail covering would prove to be a
sufficient shelter from harm of all sorts. It matters little whether
our abode be a gipsy's hut or a monarch's palace if the soul has made
the Most High its habitation. Get into God and you dwell in all good,
and ill is banished far away. It is not because we are perfect or
higWy esteemed among men that we can hope for shelter in the day
of evil, but because our refuge is the eternal God, and our faith has
learned to hide beneath His sheltering wing.
"For this no ill thy cause shall daunt,
No scourge thy tabernacle haunt."

" It is impossible that any ill should happen to the man who is
beloved of the Lord; the most erushing calamities can only shorten
his journey and hasten him to his reward. III to him is no ill, but
only good in a mysterious form. Losses enrich him, sickness is his
medicine, reproach is his honour, death is his gain. No evil in the
strict sense of the word can happen to him, for everything is overruled
for good. Happy is he who is in such a case. He is seCUTe where
others are in peril, he lives where others die."

OUR experiences ought to be improved by us as our encouragements
to trust in God, and venture in the way of duty. He that has delivered,
doth and will.-MaUhew Henry.
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THE BIBLICAL PLAGUES.
IX. DARKNESS.
By MR. TREVOR T. EDwARDs, F.R.H.S., OF EDINBURGH.
As the time of the harvest drew nigh, the yearly invocation was made
in the Temple of Osiris according to the time-worn ritual and tradition.
The presiding officer at this ceremony was the High-priest of On, who
invoked the Sun-god within the temple, god of light, dispeller of
darkness, terror of clouds, and foe of storms, to be propitious on this
occasion too. There he was, as his predecessors had been, imploring
clear skies and serene weather for the ingathering of the crops of the
soil-sustenance for another year. No doubt, on this particular
occasion he had misgivings, for he could not be but unmindful of the
prophet from Midian who was more powerful in all Egypt than even
the Pharaoh himself (Exod. xi. 3). The Word tells us that "there
arose up a new king over Egypt who knew not Joseph " (i. 8)---{)ould
it be that this high-priest likewise was ignorant that his predecessor's
fair daughter had become Prince Joseph's fair bride! (Gen. xli. 45).
It is a strange trait in human nature that turns the eye away from
recognition of past blessing in national history. We see the'same in
our own day before our very eyes-speak as you will, as loud as you
will, as wooingly as you will, with all the prayerful pathos at your
command, our people like those people will pay no heed. It is a sad
scene, tremendously sad to watch a people going steadily to desolation.
Those who weep over such a scene know full well that their" part
and lot in this matter" is hard indeed. "Oh, that my head were
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and
night for the slain of the daughter of my people" (Jer. ix. 1). This
plague is the last of the admonitory series (like the third and sixth,
it came without special warning), the next and last plague will be a
judgment-no further opportunity given for repentance.
" And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine hand toward
heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, even
darkness which may be felt" (Exod. x. 21). Literally this last clause
means, "Ye shall feel, or grasp darkness." (" A darkness in which
men grope" is not the grammatical construction of these words.)
It is an hyperbole which is no doubt extreme, but the general sentiment-ah, well! we all felt darkness when we were very young.
" And Moses stretched forth his hand toward heaven; and there was
a thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days" (verse 22).
Literally, "An obscurity of darkness" (the verb being emphatic" And it came to pass "). "And they saw not one another, neither rose
any from his place for three days: but the children of Israel had light
in their dwellings" (verse 23). This seems to show that pitch darkness
is meant. This physical darkness must have been aggravating enough
in itself; but it is nothing when compared with the desolating despair
of the midnight so soon about to be (xii. 29).
It has been said that this plague was an aggravation of the well
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known natural phenomenon-the Kbamsin, or wind of the desert,
which co=only visits Egypt about the time of the vernal equinox
and is accompanied by an awful darkness, because it bears along
with it dense clouds of fine sand, compared by some travellers to " the
most gloomy night." While it lasts, no man rises from his place;
man and beast hide themselves; the inhabitants of the towns and
villages shut themselves up in their houses, in underground apartments
and vaults. It usually blows for a period of about three days, sometimes with great violence.
At the word from heaven the crystal clear atmosphere and resplendent sky of Egypt were compelled to wear an aspect of indescribable
terror and appalling gloom-enveloped in the wrath of God. So
came this scene of solemn horror. The atmosphere lost its brightness
and became the colour of blood, the sun disappeared as if extinguished,
a thick blanket of darkness descended: birds ceased their song, cattle
lowed, insects became mute, and the wail of Egypt went up in one
great cry. Its sudden descent caught the Egyptians unawares, on
the road, in the fields, upon the Nile, in streets, temples, palaces,
where they chanced to be; and where the darkness fell, there were
they compelled to remain "three days." No flame could burn in
this thick "felt darkness" which felt fearful to the touch. But in
Goshen the Lord's dear people "had light in their dwellings "-light
and joy and beauty-for no dark plague came nigh them; and it
was to them a time of rest from the cruel attentions of their taskmasters.
This black abyss stood like an ebon wall of inky mist rising high as
heaven. It was a truly terrible darkness in the midst of which could
be heard from time to time the wail of some lost wayfarer: such
fearful murk was indeed as desolate as could be, a hopeless sense of
forsakenness-oh! shall I never see and be found again 1 But it
continued remorselessly on, this horrible night, without change,
without sun, without moon, and without star to lend it even so much
as a glimmer. Pharaoh was also enveloped in this pall and realized
that he was not able any longer to hold out in this unequal combat
against God. Not for the first time in the history of these plagues
"Pharaoh called unto Moses" (verse 24). Amidst such darkness
such movement as this seems strange; but the Egyptians had many
Hebrew household servants, and Moses could go to Pharaoh through
this night of God as in the light.
How dark is man's light! The ninth plague was directed against
the sun worship of Osiris and conveyed to the Egyptians that the
God of the Hebrews was superior to their own " Lord of the sun,"
and that He could veil His splendour when and where and how so long
He chose. The children of darkness have darkness, "to whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever" (Jude 13). " The
children of light" have light as their portion (1 Thess v. 5; Rev.
xxi. 23). Darkness shuts out "the vision," for " where there is no
vision the people perish," and Darkness Always Reigns Keeping Now
3°
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Every Sinning Soul (Prov. xxix. 18). But light! how good it is, how
warm its healing beams, how easy to see the scene and with its ministry
to aid us on our way. The voice of God declares unto you that" God
is light." Look therefore! Look into God's Holy Temple and behold
the promise-" If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the hlood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanseth us from all sin" (1 John i. 5, 7).
Pharaoh, this great bad man, is frightened by the darkness: indeed
his mind was so dark that he could not see through the fntility of his
own diplomacy. But again he soon realizes the strength of the
insistence of this powerful prophet of Levi and breaks up the conference in great anger (verse 28). Moses, however, is not to be pushed
out by and at the behest of another. He has something further to
say, so bides a while, as there is an ultimatum to deliver. Reader,
as you ponder over these ancient records of empire, did you ever know
an ultimatum so stark and final as chapter eleven of Exodus ~ Perhaps
you did, though not as to terms presented before the event did the
Perfect Man say, " Between us and you there is a great gulf fixed"
(Luke xvi. 26, which words of Abraham we would not know except
on the authority of Christ). The Egyptians and Pharaoh were told
of this coming judgment, "that ye may know how that the Lord doth
put a differenc between the Egyptians and Israel" (Exod. xi, all of it).
"Moses went out from Pharaoh in a great anger." Scathing though
it may be, yet it must be apparent of Pharaoh as it was of the fruitless
fig tree, " cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground ~ " (Luke xiii.7).
" Thou mightest still be on thy way to hell had not Divine grace made
thee to differ" (The GOSPEL MAGAZINE for March, 1940, p. 105).
The sacred page is silent as to the nearness of the Egyptian people
to repentance. Sad must have been their lot, for from their lips we
hear no such sound such as we find in the words of the Christian
hymn :U

Expand Thy wings, celestial Dove;
Brood o'er our nature's night;
On our disordered spirits move,
And let there now be light.

.. God through Himself we then shall knm~
If Thou within us shine,
And sound with all His saints below
The depths of love Divine."

Time after time while these plagues were being sent do we read such
an expression as: "The Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart" (Exod.
x. 27). There is no such notorious heart to be seen in all the realms
of literature. Much has been written about it, but we can only look
at it casually here, for it provides much material for examination.
It may be said that this cardiac complaint was the chief cause of
havoc wrought upon Egypt in that day, for Pharaoh certainly brought
misery on his own people as well as manifesting great hate towards
Israel. It is little to be wondered that Pharaoh's heart, which was

The Gospel Magazine

447

"deceitful above all things and desperately wicked," should have
wreaked upon it these ten solemn judgments (Jer. xvii. 9). His state
was a moral condition; he remained dense and obdurate, and, like
many another tyrant, rushed upon his fate.
In the Hebrew Scriptures three different words are used in connexion
with the hardening of Pharaoh's heart. KiLbhad-To be heavy;
honoured (only at Exod. ix. 7). In the fifth voice (Hiphil)-To make
heavy (e.g., a yoke). It occurs at vii. 14 (adjective), viii. 11, 2B;
ix. 7, 34, and x. 1. This is the weakest of the three words. QiLshahTo be strong; hard. It occurs ouly at vii. 3 and xiii. 15, in the fifth
voice (Hiphil)-To harden; regard or treat harshly. KhazaqTo bind; tie fast; make firm; be urgent (at vii. 13, 22; viii. 15 and
ix. ~5). In the third voice (Piel), which is intensive of the simple verb,
it means-to gird; make strong; strengthen. This verb occurs
more frequently in these chapters than the other two put together
(Exod. iv. 21; vii. 13, 22; viii. 19; ix. 12, 35; x. 20, 27; xi. 10;
xiv. 4, B). This is the strongest of the triad. These citations make
six, plus two, plus eleven, making no less than nineteen (19) mentions
of the hardening of Pharaoh's heart in fourteen (14) chapters. The
first and last of these verbs are used otherwise than in reference to
Pharaoh's heart (KiLbhad at xiv. 4,17, IB, and Khazaq at iv. 4; ix. 2;
and xii. 33), while the only instance where they occur together in one
verse we see an interesting instance of meaning as to the weakest of
this triple, where it is rendered" and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh"
(Passive of the simple verb, xiv. 4). A close translation of this verse
reads: "And I will make obstinate (harden) the heart of Pharaoh,
and he will follow after earnestly following tbem and I will be honoured
upon Pharaoh and upon all his host and the Egyptians shall know
that I am Jehovah. And they did so."
This unrighteous idolater, " lord of light" (for such is the meaning
of the title Pharaoh), appears to have been an individual of opposite
qualities-superstitious yet sacrilegious; cowardly, yet braving death:
faithful in his oath to his gods, yet a perjurer of himself to men and
to the true God: tenderhearted as a woman to his own, yet cruel as·
a tiger and relentless as a lion to the Hebrews: treacherous, sychophantic, malicious and ironical, twofold in his speech and doubleminded in his attitude and intention: promises when in danger yet
revokes his word when seeming security comes: despising his foes and
SmIling on flattery, yet fearing and deceiving them: trembling under
judgment, yet he denies his own fears when mercy comes: convinced
of the truth yet defying it. These qualities God saw in the heart of
this monarch, He who from the beginning knew what he would do
and how he would receive Moses and Aaron.
Gracious was the Lord's dealing with these mental errors and sad
state of heart. We are amazed at Pharaoh's obstinacy, but most of
us are just as contumacious; we cling to our sins as boils cling to our
skins. The yokes of Satan and of sin are immensely more dreadful
than the bondage of Pharaoh. We pray that we may not know" the
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rod of God " as Pharaoh was so surely made to understand it (Exod.
iv. 20). "Despisest thou" (as Pharaoh did) "the riches of His
goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?" (Rom. ii. 4). The
Word of God is insistent in its call to the sons of men: humanity i
slow to learn and realize that God's Word is a declaration that has
npon it the imprimatur of eternity, signed and sealed with Christ's
own Name-" Amen" (Rev. ii i. 14; xxii. 21). "For He said to
Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I will have compassion. So, then, it is not of
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God, that showeth
mercy. For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same
purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show My power in thee,
and that My Name might be declared throughout all the earth.
Therefore hath He mercy on whom He will, and whom He will He
hardeneth " (Rom. ix. 15 to 18).

MULLER'S ORPHANAGES.
WE have received a copy of the One Hundred and First Report of the
institution commonly called .Miiller's Orphanages. To the glory of
God the closing paragraph reads :Without anyone having been personally applied to by us for a donation,
£2,398,002 13s. 11td. has been received for the Orphans, as the result of
prayer to God, since the commencement of the work, which sum includes
the amount received for the Building Fund for the five Houses.
Besides this, articles of clothing, furniture, etc., and of food have
been given in great variety for the use of the Orphans.
It may also be interesting to the reader to know that the total given
for the other Objects since the commencement of the Work amounts
to £510,888 17s. 3td., and that which has come in by the sale of Bibles
since the commencement amounts to £35,562 5s. 6td., by the sale of
tracts and books to £70,007 17s. Id., and by the payment of the
children in the day schools to £25,377 18s. Id. No payment by
children has been made for many years past. For the free distribution
of the Autobiography there has been received £539 7s. 5td.
Thus it will be seen that up to the present time the living God has
sent in answer to prayer, £3,040,378 19s. 4td.

*

*

*

*

*

" Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive the glory."Rev. iv. 11, R.V.

All letters should be addressed to Thomas Tilsley, Esq., Hon. Director,
or John McCready, Esq., Associate Director, Ashley Down Orphanage,
Bristol, 7.
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POLITICAL SPEECHES ON THE LORD'S DAY.
IT was moved, seconded, and agreed to that, " The Synod of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland desire respectfully to draw the attention of the Prime Minister to the evil of making public speeches on
the Lord's Day. This is a practice which does not appear to the Synod
to come under the category of things necessary and merciful, and is,
therefore, to be deplored, not only because the practice is evil in itself,
but because of its general effects. For God demands of all to observe
the Fourth Commandment holy to Him, and we are bound by His
Command to obey."
Rev. Jas. MacLeod said: "It is a custom for ministers of the Crown
to broadcast speeches on the Lord's Day. That was not the case with
His Majesty's ministers in days gone bye. I remember in 1916 when
the Rt. Hon. Lloyd George, who was then Prime Minister, made his
first public speech on the Lord's Day, he excused himself for making
this speech by making special reference to a Scottish ~cclesiastic who
suggested to him, that owing to the stress of business, he was quite
justified in making this political speech under the terms of necessity
and mercy. We do not believe that comes under this category at aU.
We know that many a thing our leaders have to do at the present
time on the Lord's Day, as well as on other days, because of the situation
our nation is in, come under the laws of necessity and mercy; but we
cannot possibly see any justification for making political speeches on
the Lord's Day, and it would be better for our leaders not to make them
because it is not necessary. And I beg to move, Mr. Moderator, that
the Synod of the Free Presbyterian Church desire respectfully to draw
the attention of the Prime Minister to the evil of making public speeches
on the Lord's Day. This is a practice which does not appear to the
Synod to come under the category of things necessary, and it is therefore to be deplored, not only because the practice is evil, but because
God demands of all to observe the Fourth Commandment, and we are
bound to obey Him."
Mr. K. Matheson said: "We have no delight or desire as a Church
to interfere with our rulers in their great responsibility, but certainly
we have full right to stand by the Word of God and by the Sabbath
law, and as said in the motion, it is not a case of necessity and mercy
for our Prime Minister or anyone else to be broadcasting political
matters on the Lord's Day, for it is against the command of God. We
are suffering on account of the fact that we transgressed the commandment of God, which will stand for time and eternity. 'Except ye
repent we shall all likewise perish.' "-From the Free Presbyterian
Magazine, for August, 1940.
WHEN we in darkness walk,
Nor feel the heavenly flame,
Then is the time to trust our God,
And rest upon His Name.-Toplady.
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Jl)oung foUts' page.
GOD IS FAITHFUL.

SOME years ago Margaret Havard, whose home was in the country,
went to stay for a while in a large town with her sister, Ruth. Ruth
was busy most of tbe time, but she found she could manage a whole
day's freedom; so she and Margaret made up their minds to spend
the day together in the country. It was long before the days of petrol
shortage, so they arranged to go in one of the motor-coach trips that
were advertised. There were many attractive tours, and it was hard
to choose, but they decided in favour of an excursion to the Wye
Valley, which was billed to start at 10.15 a.m. on that particular
day.
The morning came, a lovely sunshiny day with a pleasant breeze,
just suitable for a day's outing. The sisters took care to arrive at the
starting-point in good time. Having taken their tickets in the office,
they found their seats in a luxurious coach, labelled" Wye Valley" ;
they settled down comfortably, and prepared to enjoy the drive. So
far they were the only passengers; but there was still time to wait.
Ten-fifteen drew on, however, and nobody else had entered the coach.
A young couple came and looked at it doubtfully; they seemed eager
to get in, but after conferring with an official, they turned away, and
entered the coach for Cheddar instead. The sisters began to fear that
something was wrong. It was already later than the proper time for
starting. Their fears were soon justified; a clerk came out of the
office, apologetically explained that as theirs were the only bookings,
the tour to the Wye Valley was cancelled.
This was a blow! But it was no use arguing or objecting; Margaret
and Ruth were obliged to leave the coach, and give up their plan. They
did, in fact, go elsewhere, and they had a pleasant day after all; but
it was disappointing. The bills had definitely promised that the coach
for the Wye Valley would start at 10.15 a.m.; in complete faith in
that promise, they had made all their arrangements, and taken their
tickets. Their faith, as it tnrned out, was not justified; the notices
were not reliable, for they gave no hint that the excursion would
take place only if there were enough hookings. It made Margaret
and Ruth feel that it was impossible to trust such advertisements.
. I was reminded of this incident the other day, when I overheard a
scrap of conversation between two ladies whom I was passing in the
road. They were evidently discussing somebody's character, and one
of them was saying earnestly: "There's one thing about him-he's
absolutely reliable. If he says he'll do a thing, then you know for
certain it will be done. And it does make such a difference." "Of
course it does," agreed her friend warmly.
Who would not say so too? It does make all the difference to know
that you can rely on somebody's promise, and be sure that he will
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perform what he has undertaken. You see how Margaret and Ruth
suffered from trusting to a false pledge. We who are warring against
a faithless enemy, InlOw to our cost what it is to confer with one who
makes promises only to break them at his own convenience.
It has been said that " an Englishman's word is his bond," and
though there have been sad lapses, yet on the whole it is true of
England that she has a very high standard in this respect, and prides
herself on keeping her promises to her neighbours. That is because
our laws and our constitution are founded on Christian principles.
" Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay," said James, the Lord's
brother, thus echoing through the Spirit what the Saviour Himself
said in His mountain sermon. But so given are men to falsehood and
deceit, to making promises which they never mean to keep, that the
Bible is full of warnings against trusting too much to the pledges of
our fellow-men. "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of
man," said the Psalmist. "Trust ye not in lying words," said Jeremiah;
and again, "Cursed be the man that trusteth in man." "Ye have
eaten the fruit of lies," said Hosea, " because thou did'st trust in thy
way."

How refreshing it is, then, to turn to the Father of lights, with whom
is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. It is better to trust in
the Lord than to put any confidence in man; for He is the true and
faithfnl God, of whom it is said, " He keepeth truth for ever." As
Joshua testified, " These failed not ought of any good thing which the
Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass." So said
Solomon also in much the same words. Ethan sang of the mercies
of the Lord, making known His faithfulness to all generations; and
the whole of his Psalm concerns the faithfulness of God in keeping
His promises to His people. David also throughout his Psalms is
constantly speaking of the Lord, in Whom he has put his trust. He
alone is worthy of our trust; for what He has promised, that He always
performs. Did He not send the Saviour, fulfilling the promise made
through the prophets which have been since the world began ~ And
if we have tasted for ourselves that the Lord is gracious, if to us He
has fulfilled that promise of sending Jesus to save His people from their
sins, shall we not trust in His faithfulness still! He has yet to perfect
that which concerns ourselves, and bring us home to glory; shall we
doubt that He will do so !
There is another great promise yet to be fulfilled. We look for the
Saviour to appear a second time, not again in great humility, but in
glorious majesty. The time will come when the kingdoms of this
world will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ. Then
the King shall reign in righteousness; then cruelty and oppression
will flee before him; then the nations of the world will lay down their
arms, and dwell together in peace; then the poor and the friendless,
the helpless and the oppressed shall dwell in safety; and none shall
make them afraid.
DAMARIs.
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In flllemoriam.
THE

LATE

MR.

SAMUEL

ANSCOMBE,

OF

BRIGHTON.

DIED JUNE 10TH, 1940.

IN the GOSPEL MAGAZINE for May of this year appeared an account of
the home-call of Pastor C. W. Barnes, of Birmingham, and now we
have to record the passing of Samuel Anscombe, of Brighton. These
men of God had loved as brothers for many years. So dear were they
to one another that they had an understanding that whichever should
be taken first the other should conduct the funeral service, and Mr.
Anscombe spoke always of his expectation that Mr. Barnes would
perform that office for him. However, this arrangement was not to
stand, for Mr. Barnes was called first and in circumstances which
rendered it impossible for Mr. Anscombe to be present at his friend's
funeral. Now the brothers in Christ are present with Him together.
Mr. Anscombe was the child of God-fearing parents and was happy
indeed to tell how that he was one of five generations of redeemed
sinners. There is an account of his mother's death in the Gospel
Advocate for June, 1872, in which it is told how her father would take
her on his knee and teach her those solemn lines :H

Among the deepest shades of night,

Can there be One Who sees my way?
Yes, God is like a shining light,
Who turns the darkness into day."

The subject of this memorial was active in the Lord's service from
his teens until his call to higher service at the age of 83 years. It may
be that he was most widely known among the Lord's people by reason
of his membership of the parent committee of the Aged Pilgrims'
Friend Society for more than thirty years, but he would be more
intimately known and held in a personal Christian affection by the
inmates of the Brighton Home, where he was a constant visitor and
almoner, and where he conducted the weekly service regularly on the
first Monday of each month.
Until five years ago he was a trustee and deacon of Providence
Chapel, Brighton, and when advancing years led him to give up these
offices, he retained to the end the secretaryship of the Benevolent
Society. He was, always, a supporter of good causes, especially those
whose object was the assistance of the poor and particularly the Lord's
aged poor, and, perhaps most of all, poor ministers of the Gospel and
their widows. It will be a happy memory for everyone interested
in the work of the Gospel Advocate Magazine Fund, that he was able
to preside at his last annual meeting, which, this year, was held at his
home chapel. In all his labours he thought not at all of himself, and
if a call came to preach he would always go, even though his friends
felt that he had not sufficient strength. He knew that his own dear
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Lord would indicate when the proper time had come for His servant
to rest.
It was ever his delight to extol his precious Saviour, and from this
sweet exercise he did not cease until he lay down on an earthly couch
for the last time. He engaged in prayer in our service on Whitsunday,
which had been set apart for prayer for the nation. This was his last
day of public worship, a seizure shortly afterwards affected his speech,
llnd it became almost impossible for him to convey his thoughts to his
dear ones who were in constant, loving attendance, but to their joy
he was granted Divine aid on several occasions, so that he was able to
engage in prayer, to sing a hymn, "Once more before we part"
(Gadsby, 458), and to express his deep sense of gratitude to his
Covenant God Who was dealing so gently with him in his last earthly
hours.
hus, by sustaining to the end His dear disciples, the Lord encourages
us to follow them as they followed Him.
The funeral service, on June 13th, was in the chapel where for more
than sixty years our dear friend had worshipped and laboured in the
Lord's cause, and was conducted by the Pastor and Pastor H. Moore,
of Jireh Chapel, Lewes. A large congregation was present to testify
the esteem in which the departed was held, and to support with their
sincerest sympathy the bereaved family and Church.
The memory of Samuel Anscombe's life and standard of doctrine
will, we trust, remain clear with us, that the banner of truth be not
lowered as we journey on to our own appointed end.
JOHN W. ROWLANDS,
Pastor.
(In a covering letter, Pastor Rowlands says of Mr. Anscombe, " He
was a staunch supporter of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE." We join with
many others in tender Christian sympathy for the bereaved relatives.Editqr of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.)
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"IT SHALL NOT COME NIGH THEE."
To the Editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
My DEAR 1\IR. HOUGHTON,
From time to time in letters received from beloved friends and
correspondents in the Lord, I have been greatly toucbed in their
allusions to how they have been bearing up God's children here upon
their hearts. Your prayers and theirs have often comforted" R." as
she has also been privileged to mention your name and theirs at the
never-failing Mercy-seat. If you can spare space for this brief testimony of yet one more proof of the loving-kindness of our God, it will
encourage dear friends whose prayers have been once again answered.
The perils of late have intensified, and sleep has been almost
impossible, wben night after night danger has threatened, so that in
the language of the Psalmist I can say, " I am a wonder unto many,
but Thou art my strong Refuge." It is certainly not natural nor
physical strength that carries us on day by day in these exacting
times. The overhead dangers have been persistent night after night,
but culminated in Tbursday's great air battle (Sept. 5th) fought in
this particular area. A memorable night indeed, and one to be
memorialized by telling of the great, signal, and delivering mercies of
our faithful God!
How often have I endeavoured to encourage others during the
past months by reminding them how God's redeemed people were
as safe under the sbelter of His precious blood as in type the children
of Israel were in Egypt, when the destroying angel passed over their
houses whose lintels had the besprinkled blood! How often had I
reminded my own soul and my faithful God of His promise all these
months, since it was given me in September, 1939, "He shall cover
thee with His feathers," but the soul needs again and again to have
the promises renewed and to be encouraged in the Lord. So it was
wben the terrible conflict was going on in the skies, and the danger
so apparently near one night during this momentous week, that I
knelt in my (temporary) bedroom and begged the Lord to strengthen
my hope and confirm His promise. Solemuly and almost in a
corrective tone came the words as though to reprove my "little
faith," "it shall not come nigh thee," and once again I felt comforted
that this little home, so long dedicated to Him, and so sacred with
its hallowed associations, would be preserved.
Then came the night of Wednesday, September 4th, and the early
hours of the next morning, when from 9.30 p.m. to 5.10 a.m. danger
loomed and increased and drew fiercer and fiercer. For three and a
half hours the terrible overhead and unmistakable heavy grinding of
the enemy plane kept returning, after being driven off by our guns.
It seemed as though their volley must tear the roof off, and even the
whole fabric come down. But the Lord kept His unworthy servant
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calm and resting in her unfailing Refuge, even" the fear of the Lord,"
which is His people's" strong confidence." Then it all came suddenly
to the crashing culmination, but had the house fallen, as it well might
have done, I should have been surprised. Had not His angels been
given charge over it and its occupants? Ouly the shattering of glass
at the awful thud revealed a little of what the scene was outside
in the darkness, when the many voices and footsteps and the rushing
up of official cars, and the shovelling of broken' glass came upon our
ears. We went over the house, to find the front door burst open,
and a panel in it wrenched almost out, and every window in the front
of the house from basement to top story out! I subsequently learned
that two bombs had fallen on either side of me, one shattering houses
in the back, and that the one in front had fallen 160 ft. away from
this little front gate. I felt like saying, " I have seen God face to
face, and my life hath been preserved."
And this is what followed in my soul. The house had been tOllched,
though not seriously damaged beyond repair, and there was the
present discomfort of temporary semi-darkness with most of the
frames fastened lip with felt, until glass is procurable. It was a renewed
revelation that my body was precious in His sight, and that it had
"NOT come nigh thee" faithfully fulfilled. Oh, the melting down of
soul before Him! I bowed to, yea, I adored His sovereignty to the
chief of sinners, and of His revealing afresh to me that" in the Person
of His Son I was as dear as He." That the dcstroying angel had had
commission to pass over, and no power could change his course, and
that the missile of death literally passed over this roof and fled to its
mark fifty-three yards away and did little damage except to the
exterior of houses, and not one life was lost!
For the hrief remaining time until He call us to our eternal rest
may our lives be more than ever dedicated to His praise, "Who
redeemeth thy life from destruction; Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies."
Yours in the Gospel,
" R."
P.S.-I have jnst been much enjoying your "Victory is of the
Lord," dear Editor.
THE BIBLE THE ONLY RULE.
THE real question remains. What does the Word of God say upon
the subject? In all matters of controversy between Christians the
Scriptures constitute the single court of last resort. This is an historical
principle. To-day it remains as true as ever, no matter what crude
theories of inspiration some parties may proclaim. The Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments have been for eighteen centuries, are
to-day, and always will remain, the ouly common authority of Christendom, acknowledged by all alike.-" Evangelical Theology," by Professor A. A. Hodge, D.D. p. 123.
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lIututant 1I)taro».
THE LESSONS OF ENGLISH CHURCH HISTORY.
By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE, D.D.
11. THE

REFORMATION PERIOD.

THE next lesson from English Church history to which I shall invite
the attention of my readers, will be drawn from the latter part of the
sixteenth century, the period between 1530 and 1600. That period
comprises the reigns of Henry VIII, Edward VI, Bloody Mary, and
Elizabeth. Within these seventy years took place the mightiest change
of thought and opinion which this country ever passed through. The
chains which the Popes of Rome had throwm around England were
broken and cast aside. Englishmen awoke from their long sleep, and
returned to the Christianity of the Scriptures. In a word, England
ceased to be a Popish country, and became Protestant.
Now what is the lesson I want men to learn from this part of English
Church history? Why, simply this: I want them to settle in their
minds that the change oJ these seventy years is a cause for unmixed
thankfulness, and that the greatest blessing God has ever bestowed on this
country was the Protestant Reformation. Hold fast that lesson, and
never let it go.
I am sadly afraid a right estimate of the English Reformation is
not so common as it used to be. A generation has risen up in the last
fifty years, which either reviles the Reformers, or else plumes itself
on making an idol of a vague thing called" earnestness," and regarding
all differences of creeds as strifes of words. Some in this day are not
ashamed to scoff at Cranmer, Latimer, and other martyred Reformers,
and labour to blacken their characters and depreciate their work.
Others do not hesitate to tell you that they think " earnest" Papists
quite as good Christians as " earnest" Protestants, and admire Erasmus
as much as Luther, Gardiner as much as Hooper, and Queen Mary as
much as King Edward VI. Let me, in the face of these strange views,
dwell a little on the immense value of the Protestant Reformation,
and try to point out how deeply thankful we Englishmen ought to
be for it.
I grant many things without demur to those who carp at the English
Reformation. I grant that the agents by whom it was first begun and
carried out were many of them most unsatisfactory men: I am not
concerned to defend the character of Henry VIII, or of the courtiers
of Edward VI, or even of that very arbitrary lady, Queen Elizabeth.
I am not prepared to defend everything that Cranmer and his companions did and said in the heat of conflict. I freely admit that the
Reformation was never perfected and completed, and that even the
best Reformers themselves were not perfect men.
But still, after all these admissions, I firmly maintain that the
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English Reformation was an enormous ble sing, and I pity the Englishman who cannot see it in this light. Say what men will against it,
there remain certain great historical facts, which never can be got
over, and I commend these facts to the attention of all who read this
paper.
I say, then, without hesitation, that to the Reformation we owe an
English Bible, and permission for everyone to read it. Before the
Reformation the Bible was locked up in a dead language, and the laity
were discouraged from acquaintance with it.-To the Reformation
we owe the revival of the true doctrine of forgiveness of sins by simple
faith in Christ's mediation. Before it men groped in darkness, amidst
saints, and priests, and penances, and absolutions, and never got peace
for their souls.-To the Reformation we owe an English religious
service in every parish throughout the land, which any poor man can
understand. Before it the priests repeated prayers in Latin, and the
people worshipped by deputy.-To the Reformation we owe the production of a true standard of practical holiness. Before it people
fancied the highest pitch of godliness was to be a monk or a nun.To the Reformation we owe the assertion of the supremacy of the Holy
Scriptures, as the sole rule of faith and practice. Before it there was
no certain standard, except that most uncertain guide, the "voice of
the Church "-To the Reformation we owe the revival of true preaching
of the Gospel. Before it people could learn nothing except from forms
and ceremonies.-To the Reformation we owe the compilation of one
of the hest confessions of faith the world has ever seen-the Thirty-nine
Articles. Before it few English Christians knew clearly what they
thought or believed.-To the Reformation we owe the simplifying, the
purifying, and the popularizing of the whole Christian religion within
these realms. Before it the true faith was fairly buried under a mass
of idolatry, superstition, priestcraft, and mystery.-In a word, the
deht we owe to the Reformation is so large that the great difficulty
is to realize it at all. It is a debt of which we can form no conception
at this day, because we can form no adequate idea of the state of things
from which the overthrow of Popery delivered us. But this I am bold
to say-whatever England is among the nations of the earth, as a
Christian country, whatever political liberty we enjoy, whatever
freedom we have in religion, whatever safety for life and property
there is among us, whatever purity and happiness there is in our homes,
whatever protection and care for the poor-we owe it, in very great
measure, to the ProteJJtant Reformation. The man that does not see
all this is, in my humble judgment, a very blind or a very ungratefnl
man.
Let this lesson of English Church history sink down into your heart,
and never forget it. Listen not to those who, like some of the Ritnalistic champions, are fond of vilifying the Reformation as a " deformation," and scoffing at the Reformers as " unredeemed villains," deserving no more respect than Danton, Marat, and Robespierre! Violent
language like this injures nobody but those who use it. Of course, the
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enemies of Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Hooper in this day can
easily point to defects in their characters and hlemishes in their lives.
They were only men, and as men they were imperfect. But when
they have strained their malice to the uttermost, they will never find
Englishmen who did more good in their day, lived better, died better
and left a better mark on our country, than did our martyred
Reformers.
For my own part, the more I consider the enormous difficulties the
Reformers had to contend with, the self-willed, tyrannical, inconsistent
conduct of Henry VIII, the tender years of Edward VI, the bloody,
persecuting cruelty of Queen Mary, the arbitrary, compromising policy
of Queen Elizabeth-the more I consider these things, the more I
admire the English Reformers. I marvel not that they did so little,
but that they did so much. I marvel not that they were imperfect
and committed mistakes, but that they were what they were and did
what they did.
Say what men will, there are facts which speak louder than words.
The Reformation found Englishmen steeped in ignorance, and left them
in possession of knowledge-found them without Bibles, and left them
with God's Word in every parish-found them in darkness, and left
them in comparative light-found them priest-ridden and left them
enjoying the liberty which Christ bestows-found them strangers to
the blood of atonement, to faith and grace and holiness, and left them
with the key to the possession of these things in their hands-found
them blind, and left them seeing-found them slaves, and left them
free. For ever let us thank God for the Reformation! It lighted a
candle which ought never to be extinguished or allowed to grow dim.

ll\.ebtewliI an1J jl.t1ttces of J30 ot£l.
THE

KINGDOM OF HEAVEN TAKEN BY PRAYER. By William
Huntington, S.S. Pp. 222. Price 3s. 6d. (C. J. Farncombe &
Sons Ltd., 30, Imperial Buildings, Ludgate Circus, London, E.C.4.)
The author of this volume was born on Feb. 2nd, 1745, near Cranbrook, in Kent. He died on July 1st, 1813, at the age of 68 years and
5 months. Thomas Wright, in his exhaustive Life of Huntington,
published also by Farncombe, speaks of him as " the famous, unconventional, and revered preacher, one of the three or four greatest
religious teachers since Ap'OStolic times, and author of those remarkable
works, The Bank of Faith, The Kingdom of Heaven taken by Prayer, and
Contemplations on the God of Israel." .
The Kingdom of Heaven laken by Prayer is " an account of the author's
translation from the Kingdom of Satan to the Kingdom of God." The
author's Preface occupies twenty-two pages, and is.full of good spiritual
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teaching. Forty more pages are occupied in a brief life of the author
from his own pen. Then one hundred and fifty-seven pages are taken
up with The Kingdom of Heaven taken by Praye·r.
Huntington was brought up in poor circumstances, and amid immoral
surroundings. He himself, before his conversion, and while but a
youth, fell into grievous sin. In reference to this he says, (p. 63) :
" My sins were committed in profound ignorance and unbelief, and
God's law allows of Atonement for the sin of ignorance, but none for
the sin of presumption." Again he says, "this crime of mine was
blotted out of the book of God's rememhrance when the Saviour
entered the Holy of Holies, with His Own blood: it was blotted out
of the book of my conscience almost twelve years ago, hy the application of the Saviour's Atonement; and the receipt that I have in my
study shows it is blotted out of the parish books of Frittenden, in
Kent" (p. 39).
Huntington had very little education. He was early sent to work,
and when married and in the possession of five children, he was only
earning lOs. a week as a coalheaver.
His account of his experiences reminds us of Bunyan's experience in
Grace Abounding. He passed through a period of deep conviction of
sin, sought in vain by Sabbath observance, and attending the Lord's
Supper, to secure spiritual deliverance, and went to many Churches of
the Establishment in the hope of hearing how he could be saved, but
the sermons were destitute of Gospel truth. Eventually, however,
in a very remarkable way the Lord brought him into light and liberty.
He first heard of the doctrine of election from someone he met. Later,
when he was twenty-five years of age, he got hold of an old Common
Prayer Book and read the Thirty-nine Articles at the end of the book.
He was amazed to find the doctrine of Election in them (p. 119). Later
he began to study the Bible and read where he would, he found election
taught in it. Though he kicked against the truth, he hecame firmly
established in the doctrine of election before his conversion, and
gloried in it in the days of his enlightenment (see pp. 123-130). On
p. 137 he writes, " 0 blessed be His sacred :1IIajesty! blessed be His
holy Name! Who has hedged my soul round with so many glorious
promises, while the brazen mountain of eternal election stands like
ten thousand columns under my redeemed soul. In short, my heart
was like Mount Zion that can never be removed."
On p. 145 he says, "I bless God for this conspicuous pardon, for
since I have been called forth to preach the forgiveness of sins in
Christ's name, I have been enabled to preach that soul-saving t.ruth
with all boldness, and without a single doubt of its being an undeniable
proof of our eternal election, and a certain earnest of our everlasting
glory."
Much like Charles Simeon, Huntington, when he was really converted, thought no one was born again but himself, so rare a thing it
was to meet with a true believer (see p. 144).
By degrees he felt called to the ministry, and eventually became
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one of tbe most famous preachers of the closing period of the eighteenth
century and the beginning of the nineteenth century.
This volume was written about twelve years after the writer's conversion (see p. 218).
While reading it over we are struck with bis wonderful memory, his
great knowledge of Scripture, and bis remarkable facility in giving
expression to his thoughts. He was certainly a remarkable monument
of Divine grace, a striking illustration of the truth that God often
chooses the weak things of the world to confound the mighty, and base
things, and things which are despised, " that no flesh should glory in
His presence."
THE WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL BOWING TO THE ALTAR CLAUSE. By
W. M. Teape. Pp. 12. Price Id. (Church Association, 13 and
14, Buckingham Street, Strand, London, W.C.2.)
It appears that one of the Statutes of the Winchester Cathedral
requires all who minister in the Cathedral choir to bow towards the
so-called altar when passing from place to place in the choir. Fifty
clergymen and five hundred laymen resident in the diocese have
protested against this statute, and an appeal against this compulsory
rule has been lodged with the Privy Council. We earnestly hope the
appeal will be successful. This pamphlet deals exhaustively with
the question.
FREE GRACE TRACTS, Nos. 1-4. By the late Rev. Jonathan R.
Anderson, of Glasgow. Pp. 32. Price 4d. each post free, or 3s.
a dozen post free. (Mr. H. B. Pitt, 4, Clarendon Road, Trowbridge, Wiltshire.)
This attractive-looking pamphlet consists of four Free Grace Tracts,
each being eight pages in length. They were highly commended by
the late J. C. Philpot. They are full of Gospel truth, clearly and
graciously set forth. The tracts have been issued with a view ~o
circulation among our forces. We warmly commend them.

COMMENDABLE INTOLERANCE.
IF it be intolerance to cleave to the truth of God, then let us be
intolerant. If it be bigotry to maintain that there is no development
of Divine truth, but that all is complete in Holy Scripture (whether
understood or not), then let us be bigots. If it be narrow-minded
prejudice to deny that modern advance in science has superseded one
point of Christian verity, then let us be obnoxious to these and eveu
worse charges, rather than surrender the truth of God, rather than
overlook that the true place of Christian love is to work by truth,
and by upholding the plenary authority and inspiration of the Word
of God.-Dr. S. P. Tregelles.

