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" Who comforteth US in all our tribulation, tbat we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4-

" THE SUFFERINGS OF THIS PRESENT TIME."

" For 1 reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us."
ROMANS VIII. 18.

THE inspired apostle who wrote these words knew what it was to
suffer. At the time of his conversion the LORD had said, " He is
a chosen vessel unto Me to bear My name before the Gentiles,
and kings, and the children of Israel: for I will show him how
great things he must suffer for My name's sake" (Acts ix. 15, 16).
His after experience showed how true these words were. " The
HOLY GHOST witnesseth," he said, "in every city, saying that
bonds and afflictions abide me " (Acts xx. 23). He was beaten,
imprisoned, stoned, and shipwrecked, and he passed through many
perils on sea and on land. He often suffered from cold and in
sufficient clothing, and from hunger. But none of these sufferings
moved him. Unflinchingly he bore them and was ready to die
for the name of the LORD JESUS Who loved him and gave Himself
for him.

In reference to such sufferings he says they" are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us."
Scripture and experience teach us that suffering of some kind
comes to all men. "Man that is born of a woman is of few days,
and full of trouble" (Job xiv. 1). But in addition to the troubles
which comes to men in general, GOD'S people have to suffer because
they belong to CHRIST. The world hated CHRIST and rejected
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Him, and the same world hates His people. "They hated Me
without a cause," CHRIST said in reference to the world's treatment
of Him, and, in reference to His people, He said, " If ye were of
the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not
of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you" (John xv. 19,25).

If we are without suffering for CHRIST'S sake, then there is
s-omething seriously wrong with us. "All that will live godly in
CHRIST JESUS shall suffer persecution" (2 Tim. iii. 12).

The sufferings of this present time are varied in their character.
1. First GOD'S people suffer because of sin within and around

them.
They know that in them, that is in their flesh, dwelleth no

good thing, and they are often painfully conscious of failure.
Though they watch and pray against sin, they often become aware
of the uprising in their minds of all manner of sinful thoughts.
A sharp or unkind word may easily fall from their lips, and the
more closely they seek to walk with GOD, the more they become
conscious of their own failures. The more they walk in the light,
the more they feel the need of CHRIST'S cleansing blood. Thus
they suffer from a consciousness of indwelling sin.

Then they suffer from the abounding sin which they see around
them. They are pained at the spiritual deadness of the multitude
who know not GOD, and obey not the Gospel of our LORD JESUS
CHRIST. It grieves them to hear GOD'S name profaned, to see
His day desecrated, to read denials of the truth and infallibility
of His Holy Word. They feel increasingly that they are out of
touch with the world around them. There are few with whom
they can have Christian fellowship. Their path is lonely. They
find few who" go forth unto Him without the camp, bearing His
reproach" (Heb. xiii. 13).

Thus they feel conscious of sin within and sin around. When
Isaiah saw the KING, the LORD OF HOSTS, he said, " Woe is me,
for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen
the KING, the LORD OF HOSTS" (Isa. vi. 5). The sight of the
thrice Holy JEHOVAH made him painfully conscious that he
himself was morally unclean, and that he dwelt in the midst of a
people who were morally unclean. In the present time, the time
in Which we ourselves live, must we not say that sin, error,
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lawlessness, cruelty, and worldliness abound? A large number suffer
no pain in their minds from the sad condition of the professing Church.

Sin and error in the world and in the professing Church do,
however, bring much mental suffering to the true people of GOD.

2. Secondly, GOD'S people suffer from worldly losses and dis
advantages.

Their principles prevent them from endorsing ways and methods
that bring worldly wealth and honour to those who follow them.
When Moses was come to years he " refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the
people of GOD, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;
esteeming the reproach of CHRIST greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward"
(Heb. xi. 24-26). Earthly greatness was within his grasp, but it
could only be arrived at by enjoying the pleasures of sin for a
season, and though it meant suffering and loss, from a worldly
point of view, he preferred the reproach of CHRIST to the treasures
in Egypt.

There is great need in these days for GOD'S people to beware of
setting their affection on earthly honours and advantages. These
are often only attainable by the sacrifice of principle, and they
need ever to sit loose to the things of earth. The Apostle Paul,
before his conversion, had a splendid career before him from a
Jewish and worldly point of view, but when his eyes were opened
to see the LORD JESUS as the MESSIAH and SAVIOUR of His people,
he renounced all thought of merely worldly advancement. "What
things were gain to me, those I counted loss for CHRIST. Yea,
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of CHRIST JESUS my LORD: for Whom I have suffered
the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may
win CHRIST, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteous
ness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
CHRIST, the righteousness which is of GOD by faith" (Phil. iii.
7-9). He suffered the loss of all things" for CHR.IST'S sake. This
loss was to him part of " the sufferings of this present time."

3. Thirdly, GOD'S people may suffer the loss of earthly friends
and relationships.

Their fidelity to CHR.IST may bring about this form of suffering.
" A man's foes," our LORD says, " shall be they of his own house
hold" (Matt. x. 36). A humble and faithful stand for CHRIST
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and His truth may bring about the enmity of dear relatives and
friends.

Abellost the love of his brother Cain, and Joseph was hated
and sold by his brethren. Their foes were those of their own house
hold. Their experience was part of " the sufferings of this present
time." But sufferings for CHRIST'S sake are the appointed portion
of His people, and they need to beware less they shrink from taking
up their cross daily and following Him.

For our comfort, however, it is written, " As the sufferings of
CHRIST abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by
CHRIST" (11 Cor. i. 5, 7). The LORD graciously stands by those
who suffer for His sake, and they have many compensations.

4. Fourthly, think of the glory that is to follow the sufferings of
this present time.

That glory may be described as incomparable. "The sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us." The future glory of GOD'S people
to which they are predestined is matchless. It cannot be com
pared with the present sufferings. At present our sufferings
loom large in our vision, but when we enter upon the glory which
is in store for us, these sufferings will fade into insignificance.
This glory will be the portion of all who suffer with CHRIST.
Those who now suffer with Him will hereafter be glorified with
Him. They will be "glorified together" (Rom. viii. 17).

It will be resurrection glory. The body of the believer will be
" raised in glory" (1 Cor. xv. 43). Their REDEEMER will change
the body of their humiliation that it may be fashioned like unto
the body of His glory (see Phil. iii. 21). It will be eternal glory.
The GOD of all grace "hath called us to His eternal glory by
CHRIST JESUS" (1 Peter v. 10). The sufferings belong to time,
the glory is eternal. It will be glory with Christ. When He
appears His people will "appear with Him in glory" (Col. iii. 4).

The glory which the FATHER gave to Him, He hath given them,
and He intends that they shall be with Him where He is, and
behold His glory. (See John xvii. 22, 24.)

Dwell not then unduly on the sufferings of this present time.
There are sufferings, terrible sufferings, due to the war, and there
are manifold sufferings which come to us because we belong to
CHRIST, but despite them all we are to "rejoice in hope of the
glory of GOD."
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"Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:
but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of CHRIST'S sufferings ;
that when His glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy" (I Peter iv. 12, 13).

In conclusion, notice how the apostle contrasts the present
sufferings with the future glory.

The present suffering is only light in weight in contrast to the
weight of glory in store for us. It is only for a moment in contrast
to the eternal duration of the glory. "For our light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen, for the things
which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen
are eternal" (11 Cor. iv. 17, 18).

Beyond the sufferings of this present time is the appearing
of the glory of our great GOD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST.

THE EDITOR
Whitington Vicarage, (Thomas Houghton).

Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.

WHITEFIELD ON ASSURANCE.

WRITING to a friend on the comforting doctrine of assurance,
Whitefield says, " I was a mourner for a long while, but glory be
to God, I have for some years been almost continually comforted,
at least kept from doubting of my interest in Christ. I can, with
a humble boldness, cry out' my Lord and my God.' He daily
manifests Himself to my soul, and causes me to feel my dependence
on His free grace and sovereign love."

On the same subject he writes, a month later: "I am assured
God has now, for some years, given me His living witness in my
soul. I can say I have not since indulged any doubts (at least
for no considerable time) about the forgiveness of my sins; nay,
I can scarce say that I ever doubted at all. When I have been
nearest death, my evidence has been the clearest. I can say I
have been on the borders of Canaan, and do every day, nay,
almost every moment, long for the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, not to evade suffering, but with a single desire to see His
blessed face. I feel His blessed Spirit daily filling my soul and
body, as plain as I feel the air which I breathe, or the food I
eat.-" Life of Whitefield," by J. R. Andrews, pp. 114, 115.
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"LET GOD ARISE."

" Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered: let them also that hate
Him flee before Him." PSALM Ixviii. 1.

This is an ancient prayer which goes back to the time of Moses.
We read that, " It came to pass, when the ark set forward, that
Moses said, Rise up, Lord, and let Thine enemies be scattered;
and let them that hate Thee flee before Thee. And when it
rested, he said, Return, 0 Lord, unto the many thousands of
Israel" ( urn. x. 35, 36).

The ark was the symbol of the Divine presence and leadership.
Its golden lid consisted partly of the two cherubim between which
God symbolically dwelt. (See Ps. Ixxx. 1). When the people of
Israel journeyed, " the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before
them to search out a resting place." In reality it was the Lord
Himself Who went in the way before them, to search them out a
place to pitch their tents in, in fire by night, to show them by
what way they should go, and in a cloud by day. (See Deut. i.
32, 33.) When therefore they journeyed, Moses felt the need of
the Lord's presence to be with them, and of His power to scatter
His enemies, and cause them to flee before Him.

This prayer also suited the time of David when he wrote the
Psalms. "Let God arise," he prayed, "Let His enemies be
scattered: let them also that hate Him flee before Him." Both
in the time of Moses and in the time of David there were those
who were the enemies of God, and the enemies of His people.
In our own time this is also true. It is stilI suitable for the
Lord's people to cry out, "Let God arise, let His enemies be
scattered: let them also that hate Him flee before Him." On
the other hand, " Let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice
before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice" (verse 3).

1. But who are the enemies of God against Whom His people
may rightly pray.

(a) In the forefront of God's enemies we may put" that old
serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world" (Rev. xii. 9).

'.
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The word "Satan" means adversary or enemy. The Devil
is the great enemy of God and His people, He is the prince of the
devils, the leader of " the Angels that sinned," and rebelled against
their Creator. He it was who, as the enemy of God, tempted
Eve to transgress God's command. He perverted and denied the
Word which God had spoken to Adam. His enmity to God was
displayed when he tempted the incarnate Son of God and influ
enced Judas, Pontius Pilate, and Herod, with the Gentiles and
the people of Israel to crucify the Lord of Glory. The parable
of the Tares shows that he, as the enemy of God, has corrupted
the Church. He sowed the tares among the wheat. Hence we
read, " An enemy hath done this." All the error and corruption
in the professing Church is due to his influence. The tares, who
exercise a baneful influence in the professing Church, are "the
children of the wicked one." (See Matt. xiii. 25, 28, 37-39.)

This same enemy of God, " as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour" (I Peter v. 8). There can be no
doubt that he is foremost amongst the enemies of God.

(b) The men of the world under Satanic influence are God's
enemies. I, The whole world" outside the Church of God" lieth
in wickedness," literally" in the evil one" (I John v. 18). This
solemn fact is not sufficiently realized. Yet it is often set forth
in Scripture. We read of "the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Ephes. ii.
2). We read of "that old serpent called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world" (Rev. xii. 9). Evidently the men
of the world, the unconverted, the unregenerate, are more or less
under Satanic influence. They are deceived by him. He
deceiveth the nations. (See Rev. xx.-3.) As the devil is himself
God's enemy, so the men of the world, being under Satan's
influence, are also God's enemies. Hence," the friendship of
the world is enmity with God. Whosoever therefore will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God" (James iv. 4). This is
solemn teaching, intended to warn God's people of the evil of
fellowship with the world. We are bound to be in the world,
but we should take care that we are not of the world. (See
John xvii. 14, 15.) The call to God's people is " Come out from
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord." There can
be no communion between light and darkness, no fellowship
between righteousness and unrighteousness. (See 11 Cor. vi.
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14, 17.) The godly man is to walk in holy separation fom the
world. (See Ps. i. 1.) He is to be kind and courteous, but he is
to beware of amalgamating with and having fellowship with a
world that lieth in the evil one.

No doubt the devil's influence over men varies in degree.
Some are so much under his influence that they display awful
antagonism to God, to Christ, to the Holy Ghost, to God's revealed
Word, and to the sanctity of His day. Their anti-Christianism
and anti-Godism is awful to behold. But the whole world of
unregenerate men lie in the evil one, and we need ever to remember
that " Whosoever will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God." All the idolatry of the heathen world, all the anti
Christianism of those who have thrown off all the restraints of
Bible truth, and all the error, idolatry, formalism, superstition,
and worldliness in the professing Church are due to Satanic power
and influence, and all who are under Satanic influence are in
greater or less degree the enemies of God.

(3) The third enemy of God is the flesh, the evil nature within us.
" The carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject

to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in
the flesh cannot please God" (Rom. viii. 7, 8).

"The flesh lusteth against the Spirit." Its works include
adultery, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, wrath, heresies, murders
and drunkenness. (See Gal. v. 17, 19-21.) Evil thoughts,
thefts, deceit, blasphemy, and pride are :l. few more of the evils
of the flesh. (See Mark vii. 21, 22.)

The present war is an awful illustration of the terrible wickedness
of the human heart, and of its enmity against God and all that is
good. Thus the unseen hosts of evil, principalities, powers, the
rulers of the darkness of this world-in fact, the world, the flesh
and the devil, are all God's enemies (see Ephes. vi. 12), and the
godly in all ages are constrained to pray, " Let God arise, let His
enemies be scattered: let them also that hate Him flee before
Him."

2. But now let us consider who are the people who can consistently
offer this prayer.

We cannot pray for the scattering of God's enemies unless we
are free from all willing alliance with them ourselves.

It follows that those who can consistently pray for the scattering
of God's enemies must
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(a) Be delivered from Satan's kingdom.
They must be turned from darkness to light, and from the

power of Satan unto God. They must be delivered from the
power of darkness and translated into the kingdom of God's dear
Son. (See Acts xxvi. 18; Col. i, 13). In other words, they must
be converted. They must be born again I They must enter
Christ's spiritual kingdom on earth. They must be amongst His
believing people. They must experience His grace and His saving,
justifying and pardoning mercy. They must stand against the
wiles of the devil and range themselves wholeheartedly on the
ide of Christ and His truth.

(b) They must be wholeheartedly separate from the world.
They must abandon worldly pleasures, worldly ways, and worldly
customs.

(c) They must give no quarter to the lusts of the flesh. They
are bidden to walk in the Spirit. They are exhorted through the

pirit's power to mortify the deeds of the body. (See Gal. v.
16, 24; Rom. viii. 13.)

3. Lastly, think of the complete answer to this prayer which God
will eventually give.

Note that the Father has said to His Son, "Sit thou at My
right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." He is to
rule in the midst of His enemies. He is to strike through kings
in the day of His wrath. (See Ps. cx. 1, 2, 5.) The Son is " ex
pecting till His enemies be made His footstool" (Heb. x. 13). and
His expectation shall not be disappointed. He will put down all
antagonistic rule, authority and power. "For He must reign,
lill He halh pul all enemies under His feel. The last enemy that
shall be destroyed is death" (I Cor. xv. 24-26). The devil is
destined to be " cast into the lake of fire and brimstone ... and
shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever." (See Rev.
xx. 2, 3, 10.) When the Lord comes He will take vengeance on
them that know not God and obey not His Gospel. He will say,
" Those Mine enemies, which would not that I should reign over
them, bring hither, and slay them before Me" (Luke xix. 27).

Canaanitish kings fled before Him at the conquest of Canaan,
and the day is coming when He will scatter the people who delight
in war. (See Ps. Ixviii. 12,30.) He will say, " Be still, and know
that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be
exalted in the earth" (Ps. xlvi. 10). Against all His enemies He

26
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will" tread the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God" (Rev. xix. 15). "Blessed are all they (and only they)
that .put their trust in Him" (Ps. ii. 12).

Meanwhile even now He often arises and scatters His enemies
in answer to the prayers of His people. He did so when David
confronted Goliath of Gath. He did so for Hezekiah and for
Jehoshaphat when they were confronted with national enemies.
We trust He will do so now for our own country, unworthy though
we are. Let us humbly and earnestly and constantly cry unto
Him and say, " Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered: let
them also that hate Him flee before Him. As smoke is driven
away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let
the wicked perish at the presence of God."

THE EDITOR.

SUNDAY OBSERVANCE IN THE ARMY.

FACILITIES FOR WORSHIP FOR ALL RANKS.

AN Army Order on Sunday Observance, just issued, states:
" The Army Council, in affirming their profound conviction of the
value of religious inspiration as a source of spiritual and moral
strength in the present conflict, direct that, so far as the exigencies
of the military situation permit, every facility should be given
for public and private worship."

The Orderadds that " in the case of the Christian Churches arrange
ments should be made by commanding officers and chaplains to
ensure that opportunities are afforded to all ranks to attend public
services or to carry out their devotions privately in the churches
or quiet rooms in camps and statjons. Sunday duties should be
ordered with this object in view. Corresponding facilities
should be made available to members of other faiths and creeds."
-The Times, August 6th, 1941.

" ALL the Lord's people are not called to navigate in these deep
waters of soul distress; but many are, and it is frequently the
lot of those whom He designs to honour with eminent usefulne£s
in the ministry of His Gospel."-( John Newton.)
" EVERY true believer of course ought to devote himself to the
service of the Redeemer, yea, he must and will, for he is !t:>n
strained by love. He will do it not once only, but daily. 
(John Newton.)
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WELLSPRINGS.

.. And she shall sing there."-HoSEA ii. 15.

I HAVE read somewhere how that eminent servant of Jesus Christ,
Dr. Andrew Bonar, told of " a valley in America which was called
the Singing Valley; covered over with loose fragments of broken
stones and shingle, and when a morning breeze passed over it,
you may hear most melodious sounds issuing from all parts of
it. Think of this as an emblem. A broken spirit's debris or
loose fragments may send forth sweet melody when the Spirit
breathes over the valley. This soul of loose, broken thoughts
and feelings, shattered up, shivered hopes and badly-worn cares,
becomes an Aeolian harp in the Spirit's hand. Even angels
wonder at the pilgrims' song, at the sweet sounds that issue
from the broken stones in the Valley of Baca."

And so the text which I have been led to select for this medita
tion sets forth the Divine mystery of sustaining, enabling and
overcoming grace whereby the children of God desire to sing
above their tribulation and say, .. It is the Lord, let Him do what
seemeth Him good."

During the past twenty-four months of this Titanic war, in
days and nights of suspense, anxiety and danger and it may have
been sorrow and death to others, God's dear people have one and
all been called to glorify their God in the fires; to trust a slaying
God, and to be still and learn that He is God, and that they are
nothing but clay in the hands of the heavenly Potter, in the
midst of all the tumult. For the comfort and edification of the
little flock, it has been my sacred privilege meanwhile to gather
up sweet testimonies and to think on these things, and to look out
for little tokens of the never-failing love and kindness of our
God, Who in His Covenant-keeping faithfulness combines the
cloud and the bow; the clear sunshine after rain and the tokens
of His never-failing providence in the ordering and sustaining
of our lives, and cheering us with some sweet assurance that not
one of us is forgotten of Him.

.. How good the Lord is in giving us so many tokens of His
mindfulness of us in these dark and distressing days," I remarked
to a Christian lady in the street, and her striking reply was,
.. Yes, but He has been doing so all our lives, could we have seen
it." The truth is that we have not been so on the look out for
His mercies as when dangers affright us and death seems so near.
May the Lord keep us more alive to our daily and hourly mercies,
and on the look out for His deliverances, and in more childlike
confidence in His tender care and pity for us. For He is ever of
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tender mercy and very pitiful in His numberless dealings with us,
remembering, as He does, our" frame." It has therefore thus
been a means of grace and cheer to one's own soul, and I trust
with a desire to glorify our God that the writer passes on a few
of her gathered fragments of the past two years of war for the
encouragement of her readers. I have looked upon them as
vintage gleanings-belonging to a vintage or grape harvest;
or as fragments of joy amid the clouds of sorrow and ground of
hope in the valley of weeping.

For, like Israel of old, we are in the wilderness for our sins
and being justly visited of God for them. .Her way was hedged
up (verse 6). She had taken her mercies as matters of course
(verse 8). Her mirth was now made to cease, and one has often
thought of the way in which England has now to suffer for her
flagrant sin of breaking the fourth commandment. She would
have it all pleasure and gadding about on that sacred, holy day.
Motor cars, cycles, omnibus and train took her off for the day's
desecration and so-called recreation, with the sad consequences
of empty Sunday schools and places of worship. But now, with
the burden and strain and stress of war, every available person
is working at high pressure at armaments or in some urgent
capacity for the war, on the sabbath. And yet, for all this,
God's hand of mercy is stretched out still, and He says in the
chapter before us as He spake to Israel of old, " He allures us,
brings us into the wilderness," to " speak comfortably" unto us,
and make" the Valley of Achor as a door of hope." "And I
will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee
unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness
and in mercies ... and thou shalt know the Lord." She, there
in her deserved wilderness dispensation shall " obtain mercy" ;
allured, drawn, gently gathered, and not cast off as she richly
deserves and might justly expect. She is brought down by the
lovingkindness and tender mercies of her all-forgiving God and
is taught her humbling but unforgettable error in the valley of·
humiliation, and is returned to her Ishi, a pardoned, reconciled
child, and she shall sing there as well she may. She is given
such tokens of the abiding faithfulness and unchangeable love
of her husband that she is drawn by those cords and given to
see love inscribed upon all his dealings for her ultimate good.
She has been led to see how none but God could deliver, and
how in secret might and majesty His own arm has wrought,
and when things seemed at their worst, it was but man's extremity
being met by God's opportunity. Is the hand of your and my
God, fellow-believer, ever waxed short? Is the heart of our
God ever straitened? Is it not Omnipotence Who has said,
" I will work, and who shall let it?" Oh, how often, beloved
reader, have you and I amongst His favoured family of grace
been given to prove that the place of our deepest affliction was
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made memorable for His tender compassions. They fail not,
for He knows just how to uphold and assuage our grief, and feel
for our distress. And oh, what supporting grace He bestows;
what marvellous strength (other than our own which is perfect
weakness) upholds us. It is superhuman. We well know we
.could never have come through such fiery trials had it not been for
His presence and power. I have in my mind and heart's sympathy
now, one beloved servant of Christ, whose attitude and testimony
has been a rich means of grace and joy to one's own soul-a
widow. Her only son was just about to be sent abroad when
after many terrifying and devastating nights of enemy bombing
her sweet home and all its fair surroundings was rendered a mass
of rubble and destruction by enemy action. She had been
marvellously sustained by the promise (Isa. xxvi. 3) given her
at the outbreak of hostilities, and during each raid. And by
the all-sustaining grace of her God it was still her sheet anchor
although she had never expected her home to go. What does
she now say? Let her own words tell. "Oh, dear friend, what
a mercy we have a throne of grace to take our trials and burdens
to. I hope never to forget on opening my hymn book (Hymn
275, GADSBY) how it broke me down, as I had trusted all this
time that my dear home would be spared me in these raids.
When looking at the awful destruction of it I felt there must
have been something wrong in me and my prayer. Hope and
faith had not reached His ears; but I could see and feel so much
in that hymn that it was not in His anger He took my home,
but in His great love He had spared my life." The hymn by
dear Medley begins thus:-

.. Let me, Thou Sovereign Lord of all,
Low at Thy footstool humbly fall,

And while I feel affliction's rod,
Be still and know that Thou art God."

And the God of all grace had indl}ed given His dear and much
tried servant in this bitter wilderness experience to " sing there"
and trust a slaying God.

My mind goes to another beloved friend; advanced in years,
and during a terrible night's bombing rudely turned out of home,
more than dear with the sacred associations of her beloved mother
(" Aunt Lucy "), her grandfather, and dear Dr. Doudney, her
uncle; with her work of sixty-five years in that hamlet in that
sacred little Mission Hall which was commenced by her saintly
mother in what was then a blacksmith's shed. Mother and
daughters lived to see the work of God grow and prosper and
children's children arise to call them blessed. Now with all her
books and property left behind, and compelled to suddenly leave
the place so dear to her, yet she and all the villagers around
(who were one and all so tenderly solicitous for their" niother-in-
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Israel ") joined her in blessing God that their lives had been
spared, even though all else had been taken from them. "She
shall sing there," surely a miracle from the supporting hand of
God of all grace.

Who too, after reading Only Inches, Fear and Comfort, and
further gracious and Christ-exalting testimonies of our beloved
Mr. Basil Brunning, but can admire the wondrous grace of God
under all the untoward happenings and perils through which
that servant of God has been called to pass; how he was given
to perceive amidst " the terrific sounds of guns, explosions and
the roar of 'planes which rendered the night hideous with din"
two of God's feathered creatures in the tree outside his house,
seemingly undisturbed and nestling together in its highest branches.
How tenderly the Lord his God spoke to him in this object lesson
and reminded him" how much more are ye better than the fowls"
as objects of His eternal love and pity and care. It is surely
parts of His compassionate ways with His exercised people in
these solemn days, that He has given them such tokens, and
opened their eyes to perceive them. These and many others
are surely singing in the valley of trouble and have been granted
the promised "more grace" in the time of need, whereby they
were enabled to glorify their God in the fires of tribulation.

Our own time-honoured Church, St. Mary-le-Port, too, was
razed to the ground in that terrible inferno last year (November
24th). How our hearts go out to the beloved Rector, Church
wardens and workers there who have one and all been so eminently
preserved from rebellious and hard thoughts and enabled to
bow to the inscrutable and Divine will. I liked much a remark
of a neighbouring godly clergyman to a beloved daughter of a
former Rector. "She preserved her honour to the last and
went down with the flag of truth for which she had ever stood,
still flying."

And one of the godly Churchwardens in writing me two months
later said, " I have just returned from a search among the ruins
of our beloved Church rooms. - When passing through the
churchyard, I saw a lone pigeon in a tree gathering twigs for its
nest. This was the only sign of life in the once most busy part
of our city. I then scrambled over charred timber, fallen
masonry, etc.., to the corner of what was our first room....
My heart is saddened by all I have seen, but the thought of the
pigeon gathering twigs for its nest among all those ruins was full
of encouragement to me. May the Lord in His mercy guide and
keep us faithful and show us His will in this present trial. We
are indeed strangers and pilgrims here, journeying to a city which
hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is God."

This interesting episode reminded me too of a closely neigh
bouring Church in the heart of the city which suffered similarly
the same night. My narrator told me that when his friend went

::.
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to see the deslruclion she was struck with lhis one bright spot
when in the churchyard of waste and debris, there lay the bells
as they had fallen from the tower, and 10, in the midst of them
a clump of snowdrops in bloom, just the one beautiful emblem
of the resurreclion. Those sweel little flowers had forced their
way up out of all the hard earth and in spile of all man's deslruc
tion. The great Creator ever lives above all the works and ruins
of man.

Does it not remind you and me, beloved reader, of that hymn
of Greene's which has often solaced our hearls and subdued our
wills, and silenced our questionings.

.. It is the Lord, Whose matchless skill
Can from afflictions raise

Blessings, eternity to fill
With ever-growing praise."

And shall we nol take heart as we thus own and glory in His
sovereignty, that our God is King upon His throne, executing
his firm decrees, carrying oul the counsel of His own inscrulable
will, and in spite of all the Satanic forces of man and devil,
bringing mighty lhings to pass and things that will enhance the
glory of His name on earth and be the subject of never-dying
praise from every redeemed lip throughout elernity ? As surely
as the Church of God is enabled to sing in her wilderness slale,
much more will ~he sing without a jarring nole in glory.

We leave the subject here, for lack of space, and propose, if
the Lord will, to resume it in our next paper.

R.

THE UNBREAKABLE PROMISE.
" THOUGH we believe not, He abideth failhful, He cannol deny
Himself." So Paul, the chiefesl of the apostles of Christ, wrole
to Timothy, his " own son in the flesh" and a bishop. There
was a state of heart known to Paul, which he described as " believ
ing not." He wrote for and of himself, allhough lhe Spirit of
God inspired il for all la come up after who would be alike taught
of the Lord. In one place Paul said that he was of those who
believe" la lhe saving of the souL" By a teaching and unclion
from above, and not from man, he could say that Christ loved
him and gave Himself for him." This was no conclusion and
assumption of nalural argument. It was by revelation-the
same revelation that has kept many children of God conscious
of their darkness nearly all their life long. Paul had seen the
Lord, and yet he spoke to Timothy about "believing not."
Those that believe enter into rest. In one sense, to have it graven
on the fleshly tables of the heart that salvation must be of God,
is to have rest, i.e., il is a rest to be sure though joy be absenl.
And the people of God are ever broughl back la lhat.
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But with repentance unto life there is given a sense of spiritual
poverty and absolute need of dependence. There is a filial fear
without a filial abandonment and confidence, and trust. Paul
was not always singing, " I know whom I have believed and am
persuaded." Often he was not comforted when there were
fightings without and fears within, when he knew not how things
would go, or what the end would be. Then he said and felt,
" Though we believe not" in the sense of fearless trust, " He
abideth faithful." He has given promises of good for every sort
of contingency and of help and deliverance, and always of sancti
fying, and He cannot deny Himself. God had called Paul from
darkness to light, and that calling in itself was a promise that he
never would leave nor forsake him.

With us it may be at times a question in inferior things as to
what God has promised. We are apt to interpret as He does not.
But the promise of eternal life knows no misinterpretation as
things seen and temporal may.

A dear friend wondered if Jacob had not expected from what
the Lord said to him in Genesis xlvi. 4 that he would be taken
home again to Canaan from Egypt. The Lord said, " Fear not
... I will go down with thee into Egypt, and I will also surely
bring thee up again." Jacob had received a similar promise in
Bethel some sixty years before when he went to Mesopotamia .
.. Behold I am with thee and will bring thee again into this
land." And to Bethel Jacob really and truly returned. But now
the years went by in Egypt, and it was told Joseph, " Behold thy
father is sick." Yes, sick unto death, and he died, and went
indeed back to Canaan but it was in his coffin. He had said to
Joseph, "Behold I die, but God shall be with you, and bring
you again into the land of your fathers." Yes, in his coffin
he went as he had said (as if passing the promise on), .. God
will surely visit you and ye shall carry up my bones from hence."
God's promise was fulfilled, and the children of Israel saw it,
and partook of the blessings with which their father, worshipping
God, blessed them. -

Who can tell if our children may see the blessings which are
yet laid up for them that fear Him. That dear preacher and
apostle, Peter, said, "The promise is unto you and to your
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord
our God shall call." Perhaps our dear children will see the down
fall of Rome promised by God and prayed for by countless saints
for generations. The fathers to the children have made known
that God will bring the day of rejoicing over the destruction of
the abomination that maketh desolate. .. I die, but God will
be with you" His saints may say to the seed that serves Him,
the generation that calls Him blessed. For what God has
promised, He is also able to perform.

FOLLOWER-ON.
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SPIRITUAL SERVICE.

389

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON,
AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL.

PART II.

•• Now set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord your God:
arise, therefore, and build ye the sanctuary of the Lord God,
to bring the ark of the Covenant of the Lord, and the holy vessels
of God, into the house that is to be built to the Name of the
Lord."-1 CHRONICLES xxii. 19.

As has been already said, I see the people of God, the believing
people of God, in these princes to whom the words of our text
were originally addressed by the inspired David, so that the
spiritual teaching of our text this evening concerns, as I read it,
spiritual service, Christian service. .. Now set your heart," said
David to the princes, .. set your heart and your soul to seek the
Lord your God." This in its spiritual teaching does not refer
to the primary and initial seeking of God for salvation; this
refers to those who are already called by grace to be kept in their
Master's service, .. set your heart and your soul to seek the Lord."
All Christian service need be received by the servants of the Lord
at their Master's hands. It is not fit as servants to seek our own
spheres of usefulness, it is for us to seek the Lord our God and
to know His pleasure. .. What wouldst Thou have me to do? "
and then to wait, beloved, to wait on God for an answer and
to bear in mind that He may keep us for awhile silent and un
occupied at His blessed feet. It is not for us to hasten the Lord's
time.

One sometimes hears dear exercised servants of Christ when
laid upon beds of sickness and called away from the field of active
service deploring what to them appears to be lost time. Not so.
The Lord is royal in His methods, unerringly wise in the way He
deals with His servants, and sometimes He recoups the spiritual
strength of His people by surceasing their employment for a while,
and calling them apart, it may be to the wilderness, that He may
there speak to their hearts more immediately. .. I will allure
her." The Lord often allures His people, so mysterious are
His providential dealings, they are so utterly past tracing and
interpreting, but the Lord says, .. I will allure her and bring
her into the wilderness, and speak comfortably unto her. And
I will give her her vineyards from thence "-vineyards, contrary
to nature. And so the Lord may set us aside for a while in order
to give us an increase of fruit in our own souls, renewing our
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strength and building us up in the glorious Gospel of His grace,
that we may go out and tell others what the Lord has been
teaching us. The sick room is sanctified in the case of God's
dear suffering ones as to become to them the very house
of God, the very gate of heaven where they speak face to face
with Him Whom their souls love. Some of you dear, dear friends,
can testify to the truth of my statements as I myself can testify
to their truth. But the Lord is here bidding His people to be
up, arise, build, but see to it that your hearts are set to the
work according to God's mind. Remember it is God's house,
and every stone of it is His property, has been bought with precious
blood, it is more to Him than rubies and thousands of gold and
silver. "For ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest
in these last times." I say the Lord's people occupied in the
Lord's work need seek their service from the Lord and perform
it in His time and in His way. All this implies subjection of
spirit, dear children of God. Such a spirit becomes us because
we are not our own, we are bought with a price, we are His Who
purchased us unto God, " a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
But how blessed" to lie passive in His hands," as dear Toplady
sang more than a hundred years ago ;-

" Sweet to lie passive in His hand,
And know no will but His."

How safe is that place. How happy are they who seek through
grace to lie still in His hands. "Be still, and know that I am
God "-there is our strength, there is power for service. Be
still, put not a hand to the work in human strength, or in depend
ence on human resources, especially your own, that arm of flesh
which you are so ready to stretch forth when you think the
Ark is trembling. Oh, God's Ark never really trembles. There
was one you remember who, beholding the typical ark tremble,
stretched forth his hand and forthwith was smitten with death;
and this is written for our instruction that we should remember
that the truth of God abideth for ever, that there is no weakness
in the Gospel of Christ. The truth may at times quiver in the
balance and we may wonder which way it will go in a crisis,
but if we are realizing the Lord reigneth and that the truth is
infinitely more precious to Him than it can ever, ever become
to us, then our minds must remain in perfect peace. We expect,
I do, you do, victory for the glorious Gospel in these last days.
Romanism, Ritualism, Infidelity, and a thousand other forms
of anti-Christianity may set themselves against the Lord and
against His Christ; nevertheless" He that sitteth in the heavens
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shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision." Yet a
little while and His fiat shall go forth to rule these Christless
nations with a rod of iron. Children of God, few and feeble we
may count ourselves to be, but victory is engaged on our behalf,
the Lord of hosts is with us, the God of battles is our Leader,
the Commander of the people, and therefore we are privileged to
be associated in some small sense and degree with Him Who is
omnipotency itself. All the weakness is ours, all the strength
His own. All the foolishness, the errors and shortcomings ours,
all the sufficiency His own to do according to His sufficiency.
Remember that the truth makes its way not according to our
wisdom or strength or organization, Church order and the like.
We may have perfected ecclesiastical organization and yet an
absent God. What we need is the presence of the Lord in our
own hearts giving us the love of His truth and of His name,
then we shall prove, whether we be few or many, sufficient for
all manner of service that may lie before us, and all that warfare
that may have been determined for us. Let it not be listless
service, let it cost you something, set your heart and your soul
to it.

Dear children of God, one of the tests of our allegiance to
Christ and to the Gospel is to be found here. "To you it is
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, but
also to suffer for His tiake." I say one of the great tests of our
allegiance to Christ is, What are we prepared to suffer for His
name? It is not merely, How much do you believe in Him?
You may answer, With all the heart, and with all the soul, with
all the strength, and with all the mind, and to me He is the
chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely One.
Well then the test is, What are you prepared to suffer for His
dear sake? Are you prepared to suffer, to endure hardness as
a good soldier of His? Are you content to have your name
cast out as evil because you love His truth in its fulness, and are
not ashamed to bear it witness? These are some, dear friends,
of the tests to which we need subject our souls in the closet when
we are alone with God, for after. all it is there we gather strength
for fresh warfare, and gather up tQe knowledge of His holy will
concerning any service in which we may be occupied.

" Arise, and build ye the sanctuary of the. LoXd God, to bring
the ark of the Covenant of the Lord ... into the house."· . Every
Gospel sermon that is preached, every Gospel tract that is distri
buted, every word of truth spoken in due season according to
the counsel of God, hastens the glorious consummation of God's
purpose which is that the Ark of the Covenant shall be brought
into the house of God. In other words, Christ's second coming
is thereby hastened. Yes, I intentionally uttered that word.
A word spoken in season by, perhaps, one of the feeblest and
least known of the Lord's little ones, this is a contribution
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according to grace towards hastening on the return of our absent
beloved Lord and Saviour, when He shall come in His glory,
and in the glory of His holy angels, to receive the travail of His
soul in the persons of His redeemed people, to be glorified in
them, and to be admired for ever and ever in their persons,
admired in, not by, "admired in all them that believe in that
day." It will be a glorious Church, a perfect temple, a dwelling
worthy of its Divine Founder and Erector, the living God, when
that Church shall stand forth in all her beauty in the glory which
awaits her-a glorious Church having no blemish, no spot, no
wrinkle, or any such thing, God's ideal, God's master-thought
brought to perfection. "Here will I dwell."

Oh, children of God, stones in that holy House, let it be our
desire to show forth the praises of Him Who has made us by
His grace what we are.

MEDITATIONS ON THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS.

By THE LATE VERY REVEREND HENRY LAW, M.A.,
DEAN OF GLOUCESTER.

XIII.
" That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in

Christ."-EpHESIANS i. 12.
JEHOVAH'S glory is the end of all His works. This is the first
truth which we are taught by the verse before us. In the pre
ceding, the Apostle tells us that we have obtained an inheritance
because we are predestinated; he here adds, we are predestinated
for the purpose that, trusting in Christ, we might be to the praise
of God's glory. The ultimate design of the everlasting covenant
is, that glory should be ascribed to God. He orders all things,
that He may be glorified.

Very many are the blessed copsequences which flow to us from
predestinating love. We trace to this source the gift of our souls
and bodies to Jesus-the gift of Jesus unto us-our vocation in
time-our apprehension of Jesus by faith-the renewal of our
hearts-the indwelling of the Holy Ghost-our perseverance unto
life eternal-and all the joys and triumphs which are reserved for
us in the heavenly kingdom. But these consequences, so full of
moment and blessedness unto us, seem to disappear as fading
stars before the splendour of God's glory, which is so magnified
and exalted by our being set apart to trust in Christ. Let us now
then draw near to the truth before us, and consider how our trust
in Christ conduces to the praise of God's glory.

(1) By trusting in Christ we utterly renounce self. Before a
sinner can make Christ and His righteousness the entire stay and
confidence of his soul, he must have proved his own insufficiency
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to help himself. Christ is the last refuge of man. When he
first becomes troubled in conscience, and trembles before God's
law, he is tempted to go the round of reformation, repentance,
duties, and many external observances, seeking to find satisfaction
for sin and rest of soul in the merit of some self-performance.
By degrees and frequent disappointments, he is beaten off from
everything of his own devising and doing, and at last he is brought
to cast himself unreservedly, with all his good deeds and bad deeds,
body, soul, and spirit, for time and for eternity, to be saved
altogether by the free grace and finished work of the Lord Jesus
Christ. He now pours contempt upon self: all boasting is
excluded: he glories only in the salvation of God. Seated
beneath the Cross, his song is, " Glory to God in the highest."
Hence his trust in Christ is to the praise of God's glory. God
only is now exalted. .

(2) By trusting in Christ we magnify and glorify each attribute
of God in particular. Take for example His justice. This
requires that all be rendered unto Him which is strictly His due.
Now we owe Him the obedience of every thought, word, and work.
Whenever our thoughts wander from His love, and our words
from His praise: whenever our deeds are defiled by self-seeking,
or self-righteousness, or ungodliness, we contract a debt which
we are utterly unable to pay. But when we fly unto Jesus, and
claim His precious blood-shedding as the ransom of our souls, and
His righteousness as our fulfilment of the requirements of the
Law, we exalt His justice, we acknowledge its righteous claims,
and we enter the kingdom of heaven to the praise of the glory of
this attribute.

The same reasoning applies to His truth. His word is gone
forth, that the soul Which sinneth shall die: that without holiness
no man shall see the Lord: that whosoever believeth in the Son
shall not perish, but shall have everlasting life. How are these
words, and every word of God, to be glorified in us? Surely by
putting our trust in Jesus. In Him we die; in Him we are sancti
fied; in Him we receive life eternal. Thus when we draw near
by faith unto Him, we are to the praise of the glory of His truth.

Once more: behold His mercy. This lovely attribute delights
in rescuing from misery, in crowning with blessings, in raising
to joys, in doing the greatest good to the miserable and hell
deserving. When we cling to the Cross, mercy has free scope to
pour out the whole heaven of loving-kindness into our souls, and
to bring us to the whole heaven of enjoyment for ever. Hence,
trusting in Him, we are to the praise of the glory of His mercy.
In the same way, faith exalts every other attribute of Jehovah.

(3) The humble, holy, self-denying, consistent walk of those
who trust in Christ, redounds to God's glory. Hence He calls
His people "His glory." "I will place salvation in Zion, for
Israel My glory." Again," I will glorify the House of My glory."
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By the indwelling of the Holy Ghost they are separated from the
world, they renounce its vanities, follies, and pollutions; they
are exalted far above the children of the Evil one,-and all who
see them take knowledge of them, that they live as heaven-born.
Thus God is glorified in them. Moreover, with their lips they are
continually worshipping and adoring Him, as it is written, " Who
so offereth Me thanks, and praise, he honoureth Me." The incense
of gratitude ascends day and night from the altar of love in their
hearts. Thus God is glorified by them. When Christ shall
return to earth, it will be to be glorified in His saints. And when
the end cometh, and He delivers up the kingdom to God, even the
Father, then shall the faithful lift up their voices, which shall
never cease, and every note and sound shall be glory to God and
to the Lamb. Thus we who trust in Christ are to the praise of
His glory.

THE LORD'S DEALINGS 'VITH A SINNER.

By THE REV. JOHN NEWTON.

(From Letter VII of the Rev. John Newton to the
Rev. Thomas Scott.)

Do I think that God, in the ordinary course of His providence,
grants this assistance in an irresistible manner, or affects faith
and conversion without the sinner's own hearty consent and
concurrence? I rather choose to term grace invincible than
irresistible. For it is too often resisted even by those who believe;
but, because it is invincible, it triumphs over all resistance when
He is pleased to bestow it. For the rest, I believe no sinner is
converted without. his own hearty will and concurrence. But
he is not willing till he is made so~'- Why does he at all refuse?
Because he is insensible of his state; because he knows not the
evil of sin, the strictness of the law, the majesty of God Whom
he has offended, nor the total apostasy of his heart; because
he is blind to eternity, and ignorant of the excellency of Christ;
because he is comparatively whole, and sees not his need of this
great Physician; because he relies upon his own wisdom, power,
and supposed righteousness.

Now in this state of things, when God comes with a purpose
of mercy, He begins by convincing the person of sin. Judgment,
and righ teousness, ca use him to feel and know that he is a lost,
condemned, helpless creature, and then discovers to him the
necessity, sufficiency, and willingness of Christ to save them that
are ready to perish, without money or price, without doings or
deservings. Then he sees faith to be very different from a
rational assent, finds that nothing but the power of God can

..
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produce a well-grounded hope in the heart of a convinced sinner;
therefore looks to Jesus, Who is the Author and Finisher of faith,
to enable him to believe. For this he waits on what we call
the means of grace; he prays, he reads the Word, he thirsts for
God, as the hart pants for the water brooks; and though perhaps
for a while he is distressed with many doubts and fears, he is
encouraged to wait on, because Jesus has said, " Him that cometh
unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." The obstinacy of the will
remains while the understanding is dark, and ceases when that
is enlightened. Suppose a man walking in the dark, where there
are pits and precipices of which he is not aware; you are sensible
of his danger, and call after him; but he thinks he knows better
than you, refuses your advice, and is perhaps angry with you
for your importunity. He sees no danger, therefore will not be
persuaded there is any; but if you go with a light, get before
him, and show him plainly, that if he takes another step he falls,
beyond the power of recovery; then he will stop of his own accord,
blame himself for not minding you before, and be ready to comply
with your further directions. In either case man's will acts
with equal freedom; the difference of his conduct arises from
conviction. Something like this is the case of our spiritual
concerns. Sinners are called and warned by the Word; but
they are wise in their own eyes, and take but little notice till
the Lord gives them light, which He is not bound to give to
any, and therefore cannot be bound to give to all. They who
have it have reason to be thankful, and subscribe to the apostle's
words, "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God." ... I well know beforehand
what objections and answers will occur to you; for these points
have been often debated; and, after a course of twenty-seven
years, in which religion has been the chief object of my thoughts
and inquiries, I am not entirely a stranger to what can be offered
on either side. What I write, I write simply and in love;
beseeching Him, Who alone can set a seal to His own truth,
to guide you and bless you. .
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)l:)rote.stant J3eacon.

SPURIOUS CHARITY.

By J. FORBES MONCRIEFF.

(Continued from page 363.)

LAODICEANISM.

Why, it is asked, should the various Churches, Protestant,
Roman Catholic, etc., not " exist in amity and mutual helpful
ness ?" Many are utterly indifferent to all the Churches, while
others seem to think that one Church is as good as another, without
any consideration of the fact that one teaches truth and the other
error. "Laodiceanism is the bane of the professedly Christian
Church to-day. It abounds on all sides. With a mistaken
definition of Christian charity, there is displayed a lamentable
indifference to error. Every sect is smiled upon as though there
were no vital distinctions. The higher criticism is applauded.
The down grade is ignored; Unitarianism, which denies the
Divinity of Christ, is deemed to be a phalanx of the Christian army.
Romanism, which mostly grossly dishonours Christ, is treated as a
friend, not as a foe.... There is no necessity for contending for
the faith once delivered to the saints. It is only stirring up strife
among brethren to speak or write against Popery, Ritualism,
Infidelity, Unitarianism, Theosophy, and the like. Let every
man's creed alone try and elevate the masses -by benevolent
and political measures and then be happy. Such is the tenor of
the teaching sadly too prevalent."

It has been said that" the greatest form of evil is indifference
to evil." If that be so, we have truly fallen on evil days. The
apathy of so many can only be explained in one or other of two
ways: either people don't know the truth or they don't care for it.
Possibly they are to a large extent ignorant, because they don't
care to know; and, on the other hand, they may be careless
because they don't know enough to lead them to care. "A
generation has grown up which knows little and cares less for the
tremendous struggles by which our forefathers purchased their
freedom. Money-making and amusement divide the allegiance
of most men, and Romish doctrine, unperceived, is stealing over
the nation like an eclipse of the sun. If our purer faith is not to
be lost, we must refurbish the arms by which the Reformation was
won. There are no weapons which will avail in this warfare except
those by which our forefathers triumphed; they used the sword
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and which' is sharper
than any two-edged sword,' and this weapon has not lost its
temper." "A genuine appreciation of the piety, the patriotism,
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and the deeds of the Scottish Reformers and Martyrs would be a
powerful aid in dispelling the shadows of religious indifference
that have come down on the Christian Church, and it would
communicate a healthy impulse to social morals and national
progress. It would be accompanied by a renewed love and zeal
for those great principles for whose ascendancy the Reformers
laboured and Martyrs suffered."

WHAT THE REFORMATION DID.
If many of the things which are smiled upon nowadays are

right, the Reformation must have been a mistake, and the Martyrs
shed their blood under a delusion. "Surely Scotsmen should
never forget that the Reformation found their country poor and
made it rich; bound, and made it free; ignorant, and gave it a
name among the nations as learned; sunk in error and sin, and
lifted them into the glorious light and liberty of the children of
God." "If the Reformation was worth achieving, it is worth
preserving"; but if things go on as they are doing, we will soon
need a second Reformation.

IGNORANCE AND INDIFFERENCE.

" The late Bishop Ryle, of Liverpool, was persuaded that there
was not much private reading of the Bible in these days, and for
evidence he pointed to the enormous ignorance of true religion
which everywhere prevails, ignorance of the meaning of conversion,
faith, grace, justification, and sanctification; these terms have no
more meaning to many so-called Christians than Arabic words.
He also pointed to the utter indifference with which they regard
false doctrine. They talk with perfect coolness of others having
become Roman Catholics, or Socinians, or Mormonites, or Deists,
or Agnostics, as if it did not signify much, and was all the same
thing in the long run. Yes; that is part of the spurious charity
of our times. Truth and error are of equal value, only phases of
thought. Were the Bible a better-known book, and better under
stood, this would be impossible." Where truth is not prized, it is
easy to be indifferent to the spread of error. Where indifference
to evil exists, it is easy to be calm and placid, to be what is called
" tolerant," and to condone with a spurious charity many things
that cause the true people of God to cry aloud and to spare not.
To many it is a matter of sheh indifference what religion a man
professes. "One set of opinions is as good as another," say they.
But is it not the case that those who talk most glibly of the
advantage of sinking all differences and magnifying points of
agreement, are often the very people who have no strong religious
convictions of any kind? They may go the length of denouncing
certain forms of immorality, which are not their ways of sinning,
but they have no regard for sound doctrine, or for the truth as it
is in Jesus.
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REAL CHURCH WORK.

By THE LATE BISHOP J. C. RYLE.

A GREAT change has taken place in the last forty years. A
quantity of work is continually being carried on both by clergymen
and laymen, which, however well-meant, can hardly be called
religious, and in reality has a painful tendency to throw true
Christian work into the background, if not to throw it entirely
on one side. No one, for instance, can fail to observe that a
large number of Churchmen are spending all their time and
strength on Church music, Church decorations, Church cere
monials, and an incessant round of Church services. Others are
equally absorbed in such subjects as temperance, social purity,
cookery for the poor, improved dwellings for the working-classes.
Others are incessantly getting up popular concerts, penny readings,
secular lectures, and evening recreations, and proclaiming every
where that the way to do good is to amuse people. Others are
always occupied with Guilds, and societies, and associations, and
think you very wrong and heathenish if you do not join them.
Myriads of Churchmen are restlessly busy about such things from
one end of the land to the other; and superficial observers are
often saying, " What a great deal of Church-work there is in these
days!" ... I doubt whether the present state of things is
'altogether healthy. I doubt whether the work of the Holy Ghost
on hearts and consciences is not insensibly being left out in the
cold and neglected. Amidst the incessant bustle and stir about
matters of entirely secondary importance, I doubt whether the
sort of direct spiritual work to which the Apostles wholly gave
themselves, receives as much attention as it ought. It is quite
certain that musical services, and Church decoration and concerts,
and penny readings, and bazaars, and improved cookery, and the
like, will not save souls. It is equally certain that, without re
pentance, and faith, and holy living, and practical, self-denying,
kindly charity, no one is meet for heaven. Do these simple, old
fashioned graces fill the place which they ought to do in the daily
proceedings of many so-called Church-workers in this day? I
confess I doubt it exceedingly. I certainly see on every side a
vast increase of what people call" Church-work." But I own to a
strong suspicion that there is little or no increase in true religion.
There is more show, undoubtedly. But I doubt extremely
whether there is more reality, and more growth of practical godli
ness and zeal to save souls.... Whether the great Head of the
Church attaches much value to much of the" Church-work" of
these days-our bazaars, our concerts, our penny readings, our
musical services, our Church decorations-is to my mind a very
serious question. Whether He thinks the immense quantity of
time and money which they absorb, well spent, is another very
serious question which I find it difficult to answer.-Principles
for Churchmen pp. 282-284.
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WONDERS IN THE DEEP.

" THEY that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in
great waters, these see the works of the Lord, and His wonders
in the deep." How many there must be among our own country
men who have proved the truth of these words during these
astonishing days. Hardly a day passes but we hear of some new
deliverance from danger for those who face for our sakes the
perils of the sea. Here is the story of one of the happenings on
the ocean which I read about during the summer.

Six British seamen were adrift on a raft in the midst of the
great and wide sea. What had happened to the boat they were
sailing on I do not know, nor what scenes of horror those poor
men had been through; but whether bombed from above, or
torpedoed from below, their vessel was sunk, and of all the crew
six only were left alive. Somehow or other they had managed
to scramble on to an open raft, and there they were at the mercy
of the waves, holding on for their lives to the boards which were
their only protection. If at first they had had with them food
or drink, it was all gone now; they had been adrift for five days.
Think of it-nearly a week of terror and misery, sinking with
hunger and maddened by thirst. Above them hung the silent
heavens; around them heaved the grey wilderness of ruthless
waters. The dreary day was followed by the awful darkness;
and this five times over. At first they had spent all the weary
hours searching sea and sky for possible help; but if either ship
or 'plane were ever within sight, the little tossing raft had never
been able to attract attention.

But now, when the poor desolate men had given up all hope,
and were waiting in despair for death, deliverance drew near.
The raft found itself suddenly in -the very path of a stout little
trawler, which was rapidly bearing down upon them. Soon kind
hands were helping the exhausted sailors aboard, where they
were revived with warmth and food and rest. The rescuers were
Dutch, and they headed at once for a British port. Before long,
the six men who had had such a terrible time together were safely
landed in their own country.

Such deliverances are common enough in these days. But in
this case there was something remarkable; for when rescuers
and rescued were exchanging eager questions and answers, it
came out that the saving of the raftsmen was all due to a mistake.
This was what had happened.

The Dutch trawler was going about her business (whatever
that was), when the skipper, who had been at the helm, called



the mate to take his turn. As he went below, he shouted direc
tions to the mate as to what course to take. "Steam north
north west," he ordered. "North by west it is," replied the
mate; and neither skipper nor mate noticed the mistake. When
later on the skipper came up on deck after his rest, he saw at
once that the trawler was fifteen miles out of her course. Whilst
explanations followed, there was a sudden shout from the look
out: "Raft ahoy." And so our poor countrymen were saved.

Those shipwrecked sailors remind us of the people of God,
whom the Lord Jesus came to save. The seamen on the raft
were lost indeed, ready to perish, without hope. All the things
that men look to for help were useless. Money had lost all value;
rank availed nothing, for whether cabin-boy or skipper, the same
danger involved all. Skill could not save them; no seamanship
or science of navigation could bring life. If help came at all, it
must be from a power outside, stronger than all they could do
themselves. But in the providence of God it was written that
they should be saved. God appointed the Dutch trawler as the
means of rescue; but since her course was set in another direction,
it was altered by the finger of God through the mate's error.

So it is with sinners " saved by grace." Lost, helpless, and
perishing, they can do nothing to help themselves. Salvation is
not to be gained by giving money to charities, or to a Romish
priest; nor by getting a good position, and being thought well
of by other people; nor by intelligence or scholarship or science.
Tliese things are of no account in the sight of God; nothing but
the power of God can save the soul.

But the Lord's children will be saved, and must be saved, for
He has determined that it shall be so ; and nothing that men can
do will prevent it. I am sure that neither priests nor Pharisees
had any thought of the salvation of sinners when they delivered
the Prince of life to Pilate to be crucified; yet God took these
men, opposing Him and rebelling though they were, and used
their very wickedness to bring salvation to all who believe in
Him. Who can resist His will ?

Perhaps you say, " I do believe I am among the children of
God, for all my trust is in Jesus only as my Saviour; yet I have
never felt the hopeless despair of those shipwrecked sailors."
The Spirit of God does not always cause such deep conviction of
sin as the Apostle Paul felt, or John Bunyan. Suppose among
the seamen on the raft there was one wounded and unconscious;
he would not be aware of anything around him, yet the danger
would be as great for him as for the rest, and rescue would be
as real salvation for him as for the others. Only I think when
he came to himself, he would realize more and more the peril
he had been delivered from. And so it may be with you.

When the sailors were rescued, I do not suppose their troubles
were over; I daresay there were many hardships and discomforts
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before they reached the British port. And it is not all plain
sailing for the children of God after they have been saved; they
have many troubles and sorrows, many difficulties and griefs,
before they reach the haven where they would be. But whatever
the trials of the voyage, nothing is more certain than that all
those who are in Christ will be brought safely home at last.

DAMARIS.

"WAIT."
ISAIAH xlix. 23.
By DR. KITTO.

THIRTY years ago, before" the Lord caused me to wander from my
father's house," and from my native place, I put my mark upon
this passage in Isaiah: "Thou shalt know that I am the Lord, for
they shall not be ashamed that wait for Me." Of the many books
I now possess, the Bible that bears this mark is the only one that
belonged to me at that time. It now lies before me; and I find
that although the hair which was then dark as night has mean
while become "a sable silvered," the ink which marked this
text has grown into intensity of blackness as the time advanced,
corresponding with, and in fact recording, the growing intensity
of the conviction that" they shall not be ashamed that wait for
Thee." I believed it then, but I know it now; and I can write
probatum est with my whole heart, over against the symbol, which
that mark is to me, of my ancient faith.

" They shall not be ashamed that wait for Me." Looking back
through the long period which has passed since I set my mark
to these words-a portion of human life which forms the best
and brightest, as well as the most trying and conflicting in all
men's experience-it is a joy to be able to say, " I have waited for
Thee, and have not been ashamed. Under many perilous circum
stances, in many most trying scenes, amid faintings within and
feats without, and under sorrows that rend the heart, and troubles
that crush it down, I have waited for Thee; and 10, I stand this
day as one not ashamed."

Old scholars and divines are wont to write or paint on the
walls of their studies some favourite sentence from the sages of
old, or some chosen text of Scripture. Those inclined to follow
this custom could not do better than write up this one word,
"Wait." It is but a monosyllable; yet it is fuller of meaning
than any other word in the language, and it is applicable to all
ages, and to all circumstances. At the first slight view, merely
to " wait," seems so simple a thing, that it is scarcely entitled to
be called a grace; and yet larger promises are made to it than to
any other grace except faith; and hardly indeed, with that
exception, for the grace of waiting is part of the grace of faith
is a form of faith-is, as some would describe it, an effect of faith,
or, more strictly, one of its most fruitful manifestations.
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Great and singular is the honour which God has set upon patient
waiting for Him. Man, seeing not as God sees, sets higher value
upon his fellows' active works-the bright deeds of days or hours.
God values these also; but He does not assign them the same
pre-eminence which man assigns them; He does not allow them
any pre-eminence over that constant and long-enduring struggle
with the risings of the natural mind, which is evinced in long and
steady waiting under all discouragements for Him, in the assured
conviction that He will come at last for deliverance and protection,
although His chariot wheels are so long in coming.

It requires but little reflection to perceive that the Lord's
judgment in this matter is better than man's. Active virtue brings
present reward with it. Apart from the encouraging applause it
obtains from some-more or fewer-it is attended with a pleasur
able excitation of spirits, in the mere sense of action, as well as in
the hopes and aspirations connected with it. There is nothing of
this in mere patient waiting day after day, through long years
perhaps-and it may be in dust and ashes-until the Lord shall
manifest towards us His love, His sympathy, His care. But to
rest thus in the assured conviction that He will do so-to do Him
the credit of believing that nothing less than this is His intention
towards us-is a tribute rendered by faith to His honour, a
tribute which He holds in most high esteem, and which He does
most abundantly recompense. This recompense such faith needs;
for it is a quality of the Christian character which, as God only
can truly understand it, finds little encouragement but from Him.
It receives, less than any other the outer sustainment of man's
approval and admiration.

It is also eminently conducive to the completion of the Christian
character in its peculiar qualities, to nourish that habit of constant
looking to the Lord, of constant dependence on Him, of vital
faith in Him, of constant readiness for Him, which is far more
precious in His sight than all the gold, frankincense, and myrrh
of which men could make oblation to Him. It is therefore no
marvel, that this passive formin that, chiefly both for their soul's
good and His own honour, in which God has in all ages seen fit to
exercise His servants, from ancient Abraham down to the youngest
son of Abraham's faith. Let us take comfort and encouragement
from these most true things.

Art thou plunged deep into troubles from which the hand of man
will not, or cannot, save thee? Or does thy soul lie in the deep
waters, from which no strength of man can draw thee forth?
" Wait on the Lord, and He shall save thee," and cry to Him,
" Thou art the God of my salvation, on Thee do I wait all the day."

Is thy good evil spoken of among men, and thy name cast forth
among those who once delighted in thee, but who now seek to
lay thine honour in the dust? Fear not. All will be right anon.
Thy Vindicator lives, and will ere long bring thee forth in white
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robes, free from all the stains that men strive to cast upon thee.
Remember that thy Lord suffered all this, and much more for
thee. Remember," The Lord is a God of judgment: blessed are
all they that wait for Him."

There are two bitter enemies of man's true life: the world
without him, and the world within him-the world in his heart.
The conflict is sometimes terrible, and thou dost sometimes feel
as one left without strength, and thy hands fail, and thy heart
grows faint. What is this but to teach thee where thy true strength
lies, and to cast thee off from every other? "Wait on the Lord;
be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait,
I say, on the Lord."

Sometimes the discouragement is deeper yet. We live under the
hidings of our Master's face. He seems to have covered Himself
with a thick cloud, which our sight cannot pierce, and which our
prayers cannot pass through. They fall consciously short of their
aim, and come back to the dull earth, flat and unprofitable. But
be of good cheer. This cannot last for ever, nor last long. Only
" rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for Him," and be assured
that" The Lord is good to them that wait for Him" ; and though
it may be that now, for a little while, thou liest void of strength
and almost lifeless upon the ground, yet, amid this chilliness, still
wait; though wounded, wait, holding fast the conviction which
His promise gives. "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they
shall run, and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint."
To have waited for the Lord, He allows to constitute a claim to
His tender consideration for us. "Be gracious unto us, we have
waited for Thee." And no one ever yet could truly say, " I waited
patiently for the Lord" without being enabled rejoicingly to add
" and He heard my cry." And in that day of full fruition of all
we have waited for, shall we not out of the fulness of our
replenished hearts, cry with exulting shouts to all that pass by :
" Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save
us: this is the Lord; we have waIted for Him, we will be glad
and rejoice in His salvation" ?

Illeutehlg anb JaottCtg of ~ookg.

HARVEST FESTIVALS AND CHURCH DECORATIONS: ARE THEY
SCRIPTURAL? By the late Rev. H. Lindsay Young, M.A.,
LL.D. pp. 15. Price One Penny. (To be had from Bishop
Thompson, 22 Dealtry Road, Putney, London, S.W.15.)

This is an attractive re-print of an excellent booklet showing
how unscriptural are the Church Decorations at Harvest Festivals.
We warmly commend it.



IF the question is, How are these bright moments to be prolonged,
renewed, or retrieved? We are directed to faith and diligence.
A careful use of the appointed means of grace, a watchful en
deavour to avoid the occasions and appearances of evil, and
especially assiduity in secret prayer, will bring as much of them as
the Lord sees good for us. He knows best why we are not to be
trusted with them continually. Here we are to walk by faith,
to be exercised and tried. By and by we shall be crowned, and
the desires He has given shall be abundantly satisfied.-J OHN
NEWTON.
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From Tasmania: "Once more it is my privilege and pleasure to address you
and to say how much I appreciate your work in publishing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
with its varied articles. I can truly say it is very often a means of blessing and
comfort-and always very interesting. and I always look forward for its arrival
which so far has not missed, although sometimes delayed."

From N. Cornwall: "You mention the 'decline of the old Evangelicalism.'
My father was, I think, one of the members of the Evangelical Protestant Union.
He died thirty years ago, but his teaching was sound, and has helped me to keep
to the old ' paths.' "

From Worthing: "The children of God, longing and praying for victory over the
evil thing which at present holds millions in oppression, do not look for a better
world beneath the skies. Cessation of war would be a great blessing, but without a
revival of true religion the peace will be no better, but probably worse, than that of
the recent twenty years' duration."

HARVESTING ON THE SABBATH
MANY God-fearing people must have been saddened to read that
prominent leaders in Church and State have been recommend
ing farmers to use some of the sacred hours of the sabbath day
for gathering in the harvest. The command of God, however,
is, "Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou
shalt rest. IN EARING TIME AND IN HARVEST THOU SHALT REST"
(Exod. xxxiv. 21). The Lord knew that men would be tempted
in ploughing times and in harvest times to work on the sabbath,
and He specially commanded that the sabbath rest should not
be broken in ploughing and reaping times.

The law of the sabbath is still in force, and we break it at our
peril. Harvest operations can never prosper if they are carried
on in defiance of Divine law. "Blessed is the man that feareth
the Lord, that delighteth greatly in His commandments," the
fourth included (Ps. cxii. 1). On the other hand, "Cursed is
everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in
the book of the law to do them" (Gal. iii. 10). We do well to
remember that " The curse of the Lord is in the house of the
wicked: but He blesseth the habitation of the just" (Prov. iii. 33).
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