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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE NATURE AND DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL

(Address at the Clifton Conference on October 7th, 1902).

MR. ORMISTON AND DEAR FRIENDS,-The subject for our considera
tion this evening naturally falls into two parts: first, the nature of
the Gospel, and secondly, the design of the Gospel.

The first thought that comes to one's mind in dealing with a
theme like this, is that with which the Apostle Paul was impressed
when he wrote the first epistle to the Corinthians. He said, " Who
is sufficient for these things?" Doubtless every faithful minister of
the Gospel who knows his own heart, however gifted and eloquent
he may be, must feel how utterly helpless he is adequately to set
forth" the Gospel of the grace of God."

For our comfort, however, it is written, " God is able to make all
grace abound towards you." In humble dependence, then, upon
the grace of our all-sufficient God, let us endeavour to consider this
great subject.

1. First let us think of the nature of the GQspel. In other words
-What is the Gospel?

1. First, the Gospel is the good tidings of blessings divinely
purposed.

One of the great blessings of the Gospel is " eternal life " (John
iii. 14-16). This blessing was divinely' purposed, for we read in the
epistle to Titus, in the first chapter, and second verse, " In hope of
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eternal life which God that cannot lie promised before the world
began." To whom did God pror,nise this blessing? Evidently to
Christ in the covenant which was made before the world began.
Accordingly, the Lord Jesus, the Surety of the everlasting covenant,
speaking to His Father, says, " As Thou hast given Him power over
al1 flesh that He should give eternal life to as many as Thou hast

. given Him" (John xvii. 3).. In the eighth chapter of Romans and
the thirtieth verse we have a cluster of three blessings, namely, the
effectual call, the justification, and the glorification of all the people
of God, and all these blessings flow from the divine purpose. The
called and the justified are first foreknown and predestinated (Rom.
viii. 28-30).

In the Epistle to the Ephesians we learn that God's people are
blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ, and these blessings are
the outcome of the divine choice and the divine predestination (see
Ephesians i. 3-6). Hence the Apostle says to Timothy, "God hath
saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was
given us in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9). It
is clear, then, that the Gospel is first of all the good tidings of
blessings divinely planned, purposed, and arranged in the ever
lasting covenant of grace.

2. Secondly, the Gospel is the good tidings of blessings which
are absolutely needed.

We have seen that some of the blessings of the Gospel are eternal
life, effectual calling, justification, adoption, and glorification.
Why do men need these blessings? Because by nature they are
spiritually dead, walking in the Broad Way, void of the .righteous
ness of God, children of wrath, and worthy of being excluded for
ever from the joys and glories of heaven. It is to men in this
condition that the Gospel comes. It follows that no announcement
of the good tidings is adequate which does not deal with the
question of sin and its penalty. We live in days when all the old
doctrines are being denied. Men deny the accuracy, reliability,
and infallibility of Scripture; they reject the doctrines of the fall,
of eternal punishment, the., atonement, and the necessity of regenera
tion by the Holy Ghost. Unless, however, we are led to realise our
lost, ruined, guilty, and undone condition before God, the Gospel
will not come as good news to our souls. Man is a sinner in a
threefold sense. First, he is a sinner by imputation. "As through
onemal1 sin entered into the world, and death through sin; and' so
deat!h. pa~sed unto all men, for that all have sinned" (Rom. v. 12,
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R.Y.). All sinned in Adam. He stood as the representative head
of the whole human race, and when he fell we all fell in him. The
sin of Adam is thus imputed to all his posterity. Secondly, he .is a
sinner by nature. If he knows his own heart and bows to the
teaching of Scripture, he will say with David, " Behold, I was shapen
in iniquity, and in sin did my motheOr conceive me." Thirdly, he
is a sinner by practice (see Rom. iii. 10-18; Matt. xv. 19). Now,
because man is a sinner, dead in trespasses and sins, and in danger
of everlasting punishment, the Gospel is the good tidings of blessings
absolutely needed.

3. Thirdly, the Gospel is the good tidings of blessings which
have been divinely procured.

It is the glorious announcement that Christ hath redeemed His
people from the curse of the law, being made a curse for them. He
was wounded for their transgressions, bruised for their iniquities,
the chastisement of their peace was upon Him, and with His stripes
they are healed. If we can say with our hearts, " All we like sheep
have gone astray," we can go on to say, "The Lord hath laid on
Him the iniquity of us all." Oh, can we say this? Do we know
ourselves to be poor, lost sinners? And do we know the Lord Jesus
Christ as our precious and all-sufficient Saviour? He died the just
for the unjust. He suffered in the stead of His people, and has thus
procured all the blessings of redemption. Moreover, He is
responsible for their eternal salvation. Many like to dwell on man's
responsibility. How few love to think of the responsibility of " The
Second Man, the Lord from Heaven." He is the Surety of the
covenant, and has undertaken to be responsible for the salvation of
His people.

4. Fourthly, the Gospel is the good tidings of blessings divinely
bestowed and divinely- communicated.

The Gospel finds man ruined by ·sin, and utterly helpless to save
himself. The Lord Jesus Christ is not a Saviour who did something
1,900 years ago, and then left us to do the rest, so as to secure our
salvation. According to the teaching of many it would seem that
Christ has atoned for sin, and that the sinner must provide his own
faith and repentance. But we read that Christ was " exalted to be
a Prince and a Saviour for to GIVE repentance to Israel and forgive
ness of s·ins." So with regard to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Is
it my work to believe, or is faith the work of the Holy Ghost?
Does it proceed from me or from God? At one time I thought that
the sinner had power of himself to exercise saving fait;h, but on the
morning after I had arrived at that conclusion I opened a text book
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and read, "By grace are ye saved through faith and THAT not of
yourselves, IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD." That text opened my eyes to
sce that salvation, including the faith which rests upon the Saviour
is wholly and exclusively of the Lord. Thus salvation is divinely
bestowed as well as divinely procured. Christ is not only the
Testator of the covenant, but He is also the Executor. He Himself
seeks and saves the lost. All whom He seeks He saves, and all
whom He saves He has previously sought. Let us not put asunder
what God has joined together. "A man who is a sinner," said a
Chinese catechist, " is like a man who had fallen down a pit. There
came by a learned doctor, who gave the man a lecture. 'What a
fool you were to fall in there. I advise you when you are out not to
fall in again,' and so he passed by. Then there came a Buddhist
priest, and in a tone of pity he said, 'Oh! poor man, I am very
sorry for you, but I can't reach you so far down; if you could climb
up half the way, I could help you up.' 'Ah, sir,' said the poor
sinner, ' but that is my trouble; if I could climb up half the way, I
could climb the rest.' 'Then I cannot help you, there you must
lie.' Then the Lord Jesus came by, and with an almighty arm of
grace He stooped as low as the poor man had fallen, and lifted him,
not to the edge of the pit, where he could fall in again, but into a
safe place where he is safe for ever." Thank God, the Lord Jesus
Christ reaches down to the lowest depths of the sinner's needs, and
bestows upon him all the blessings proclaimed in the Gospel (see
Psalm xl. 2, 3). Christ Himself is the Deliverer" from the wrath
to come."

5. Fifthly, the Gospel is the good tidings of blessings which flow
from the grace of God. Do we read in Scripture of the election of
God's people? It is " the election of grace." Do we read of their
salvation? It is salvation" by grace." Do we read of their justifi
cation? They are " justified .freely by His grace." Do we read of
their forgiveness? It is a forgiveness" according to the riches of
His grace." Do we read of their final glorification? Well, they are
instructed to "hope to the end for the grace that is to be broughtt.
unto them at the revelation of Jesus Christ."

Thus all the blessings of " the Gospel of the grace of God" flow
from the grace of our God, who is described as "The God of all
grace."

11. Secondly, let us think of the design of the Gospel. The time
at my disposal will only permit a few brief words on this part of the
subject.

1. First, the Gospel is designed to be preached. The good
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tidinas are to be made known. The command of the Lord Jesus
to His people is, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel
to e\'ery creature." This command is of perpetual obligation. The
Gospel. in its purity, must be preached everywhere, and it must be
preached always, in all ages (Matthew xxiv. 14). We have no
warrant to alter the message to suit the tastes of fallen humanity.
I t pleased God by the foolishness of preaching the Gospel to save
them that believe. We can't improve upon God's message, nor can
we improve upon God's way of saving sinners.

2. Secondly, the Gospel is designed to be the means of gathering
out God's people from the world. This design is clearly taught in
the 15th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles and the 14th verse.
" Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles,
to take out of them a people for His name."

3. Thirdly, the Gospel is designed to give satisfaction to Christ
and His people. "He shall see of the travail of His soul and be
satisfied." His people shall behold His face and" shall be satisfied"
(Psalm xvii. 15).

4: Lastly, the Gospel is designed to bring glory to God. This
great and chiefest end of the Gospel is expressed in the Epistle to the
Ephesians. There the Apostle says: "To the intent that now unto
the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by
the Church the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal
purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Ephesians
iii. 10-11). This, then, I apprehend is "the Gospel of the grace of
God," its nature and its design. May the Lord enable His people
to grasp its precious truths more tenaciously and to go forward, in
humble dependence upon His power, proclaiming in season and out
of season, "The Gospel of the grace of God."

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry, (Thomas Houghton).
King's Lynn, Norfolk.

CREATION
How did this vast universe come into being? The answer of the Bible
is very simple. God made it. He did not make it o~t of some already
existing material, and He did not draw it from His Own being; but
He made it of nothing. By His act of creation, that came to be which
before was not.-THE LATE PROFESSOR]. GRESHAM MACHEN.
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"MOVING WITH THE TIMES"

" In the latter times some shall depart from the faith."-l TIMOTHY
iv. 1.

" In the last days perilous times shall come."-2 TIMOTHY iii. 1.
"The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine."

-2 TIMOTHY iv. 3.

MANY things are said now in the pulpits, and done in professedly
Christian places of worship, which had no place in the preaching
and practices of former times. Take the Church of England for an
illustration. Seventy years ago the teaching in Church of England
pulpits was in a large degree Evangelical. There were a consider
able number of men who would be regarded as belonging to the
old Evangelical school. They valued the teaching of the Reformers
and Puritans. They believed in the doctrines of grace, and they
valued such leaders of the Evangelical Revival of the eighteenth
century as Whitefield, Grimshaw, Romaine, Berridge, Toplady, and
John Newton. Their communion tables were destitute of crosses,
candlesticks and flower~. If they had a choir its members consisted
of men and women in ordinary attire. Surpliced choirs were rarely
to be seen. Congregations did not stand up when the minister
entered the church and the first hymn was given out from the
reading desk. There was no turning to the east in the creed, and
when the harvest was gathered in, thanksgiving hymns might be
sung, but the Church was not decorated with flowers, cabbages,
turnips and other vegetables.

Gradually, however, as a result of the Oxford or Ritualistic Move
ment, changes were introduced. New vicars or rectors would intro
duce surpliced choirs and give out the opening hymn from the
vestry door. There would be a procession from the vestry door,
and all the congregation would rise as choirs of men and boys,
dressed in surplices, and mostly unconverted, marched to their
places in the church. Harvest festivals were established, and on
these occasions crowds would come, not to worship God, but to see
the show and to hear the special music. All this was moving with
the times and fOllowing the new fashions. Many of the godly were
grieved at these· changes, and they felt that they were a manifesta
tion of Ritualism and were generally associated with a departure
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more or less from the old Evangelical doctrines. One earnest
Evangelical and Protestant clergyman, the Rev. J. B. Waddington,
Vicar of Low Moor, Clitheroe, Lancashire, felt the changes which
were taking place so keenly that he and others formed themselves
into a society called a The Evangelical Protestant Union." This
was formed on March 31st, 1879-68 years ago. Its members took
their stand on the old Evangelical doctrines, and the vicars, rectors,
or incumbents decided to adhere to the black gown in the pulpit and
to avoid surpliced choirs. Amongst its members were Sir Arthti'r
Blackwood, the Reverends Dr. Doudney, James Ormiston, William
Fleming, J. G. Gregory, Dr. Edward Wilkinson, A. A. Isaacs, J. C.
Martin, Marcus Rainsford, C. H. Wainwright, Hely H. A. Smith,
J. B. Waddington, E. H. F. Cosens, Charles Guest, A. Haworth,
T. Dickinson, W. Johnson, W. F. Stubbs, and Mr. James Inskip, of
Bristol. The late Archdeacon Taylor, of Liverpool, also was
prominent at its annual conferences. All these stalwarts have
passed away and a great change has taken place in the Evangelical
body. Clergymen who hold the great doctrines of grace are scarcely
to be found, and the former simplicity in worship is getting more
.and more rare.

If we look outside the Church of England we see how the Free
Churches have moved with the times. Modernistic doctrines are
now taught in a large number of the Free Churches, and much that
is worldly and of the flesh characterises the services in Free Church
places of worship. Worldly methods of getting money for the
Lord's work prevail very largely in all denominations, and modern
methods to attract the people are increasing. In fact, the leaven of
evil is exercising an increasing influence. The tares seem to be
increasing in the professing Church, and the wheat diminishing.
The injunction to come out and be separate is less and less heeded,
and those believers who are seeking humbly to walk on Bible lines
find themselves increasingly lonely. The time when parents and
children attended together places of worship where Gospel truth was
taught seems to have largely passed away. Family prayer and
Bible reading are less and less common. In fact, family life seems
largely broken up by youth clubs and other devices to break up the
natural order of things. Worldly pleasures, such as dances, cinemas
and theatres, abound, and many professing Christians are led away
by them. Moving with the times abounds, with the result that
crime, immorality, sabbath desecration, and other breaches of the
moral law, seem to be increasing. Our country seems lapsing more
and more into paganism. Yet even professing Christians say" We
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must move with the times." What does the Word of God say on
this subject?

1. First, it teaches us that God does not move with the times.
He is unchangeable. He says, " I am the Lord, I change not" (Mal.
iii. 6). With Him is no variableness or shadow of turning. "He is
not a man that He should lie; neither the son of man that He should
repent: hath He said and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken
and shall He not make it good?" (Numbers xxiii. 19). What He
was in the times of old He is to-day. His attributes are unchange
able. His power is the same. His faithfulness is the same. His
righteousness is the same. His mercy, His grace and His love are
from everlasting to everlasting.

2. Christ does not move with the times. He is " the same, yester
day, and to-day, and for ever" (Heb. xiii. 8). The heavens and the
earth shall perish, but to Him it is said, "Thou -art the same, and
Thy years shall not fail" (Heb. i. 8, 10-12).

3. The Holy Ghost does not move with the times. He is always
the Author of the new birth, the Convictor of sin, the Glorifier of
Christ, and the divine Indweller of His people.

4. The written Word of God does not move with the times.
" All flesh is grass.... The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but
the Word of our God shall stand for ever" (Isaiah xl. 6-8). The
Apostle Peter, quoting this passage, says, "The Word of the Lord
endureth for ever. And this is the Word which by the Gospel is
preached unto you" (1 Peter i. 25). Thus the Gospel never moves
with the times. The Gospel was preached to Abraham (Gal. iii. 8).
It was preached by Christ and by His Apostles. It is the message
which Christ has commanded His people to make known. They
are to go on making it known till the consummation of the age, and
He has promised to be with them all the time they are preaching it.
It is "the everlasting Gospel" (Rev. xiv. 6). It is the" Gospel of
God . . . promised afore by His prophets in the holy Scriptures"
(Rom. i. 1-2). There is but one Gospel, and the inspired Apostle
says, "Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
Gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let
him be accursed" (Gal. i. 8). Thus the Gospel does not change, it
does not move with the times.

5. Finally, note that if we move with the times we shall come to
ruin. Moving with the times, if persevered in, will issue in depar
ture from the faith. "The Spirit speaketh expressly that in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith." They will depart
from all Bible truth. They will depart from Him Who is the way,
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the truth, and the life. They will" give heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils." They will prefer the doctrines of fallen angels
to the doctrines of God's inspired Word. They will speak lies in
hypocrisy. They will possess consciences seared with a hot iron.
(1 Timothy iv. 1, 2). We are on the way to the tiI?e when men
shall depart from the faith. That time seems to be fast approaching.
U The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine ...
and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned into fables" (2 Timothy iv. 3, 4). What an awful thing if
those who move with the tImes now shall go on moving and cease to
endure sound doctrine, and turn away their ears from the truth,
and turn to fables. If we move with the times we are in danger
of going on moving until at last we abandon Him Who is "the
way, the truth, and the life."

But take note that if the truth of God is rejected, all manner of
sins will be given way to. Selfishness, covetousness, pride, blas
phemy, disobedience to parents, incontinence, fierceness, treachery,
love of pleasures more than love of God, and formalism, will all,
more or less, be associated with turning from the truth. Perilous
times shall come. They are on the way, and if we go on moving
with the times we shall be characterised by the errors and sins of
the latter times. "Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived." Things are bad enough now,
but moving with the times may place us among the evil men of
these latter times.

Are we to move with the times then? God forbid! Rather let
us give heed to the Apostle's words to Timothy: " Continue thou in
the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; and that from a child
thou hast known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith" which is in Christ Jesus." Instead
of moving with the times, continue in the things which ye have
learned from the Scriptures. Those things are eternal, abiding,
unchangeable. They alone make wise unto salvation. Do not
move from them. Hold them fast. Grasp them tenaciously. Ye
who read these lines beware! Hold fast to that Word which for
ever is settled in heaven. You are in danger. We are all in danger.
The days are evil now. They will be more evil as the latter times
get nearer. Hence," Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you
like men, be strong" (1 Cor. xvi. 13). "Stand fast in one Spirit,
striving together for the faith of the Gospel" (Phi!. i. 27). "Stand
fast in the Lord." Be strong in Him and in the power of HiS!
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might. The path to heaven is lonely, but the God of heaven is with

all the pilgrims to Zion, and hath said to each one, "I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee."

"Changeless, the way of peace;
. Changeless, Emmanuel's name;

Changeless, the covenant of grace;
Eternally the same.

I change not, is a Father's word,
And I am with thee, saith the Lord."

THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry, (Thomas Houghton).
King's Lynn, Norfolk.

THE IMPERISHABLE. GOSPEL

By THE REV. JAMES ORMISTON, IN HIS LETTER CONVENING THE

CLlFTON CONFERENCE OF OCTOBER, 1902.

THE truth of the Gospel is imperishable, and its continuity is assured by
the God of the promises. His eyes are ever upon the truth, and the gates
of hell cannot prevail against those who are grounded and up-built upon
it by the Holy Ghost. Satan and his legion, the world and its combined
forces, the unbelief and misbelief of Christendom, the destructive agencies
of modern Higher Criticism-these may sometimes cause us to tremble
for the Ark of God's Truth, yet the glorious Gospel of Christ triumph
antly survives, remains vigorous as ever, and gives incontestable demon
stration of being still .. the power of God unto salvation, to everyone
that believeth." Living Christians have no need, yet, to be .. ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ," or to forsake the old paths of Evangelical
belief. The Gospel of sovereign graces does not change with times and
seasons, nor is it influenced by human opinions and fashions. The
Gospel which was before .. preacbed unto Abraham" (Gal. iii. 8) is
destined to be .. preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come" (Matt. xxiv. 14). Till the end come,
the proclamation of the good news of salvation by faith in the o~e name
of Christ crucified, raised, and glorified will most surely be perpetuated,
according to the divine counsel. Heaven and earth may pass away
shall pass away-but the Gospel Word of the Lord shall never pass
away. Christendom may lose faith in the sufficiency and efficiency of
the Gospel, and resort to ecclesiastical substitutes and auxiliaries, but the
elect people of God will graciously refuse all such human, inventions and
will .. hold fast" the precious truths revealed in the Gospel, which they
have been enabled by the Spirit to experience sweetly in their souls.
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" But Barnabas ~ook him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared
unto i'hem how he had seen the Lord in the wa}), and that he had
spoken to him, and how he had preached boldl}) at Damascus in
the name of ]esus."-AcTs ix. 27.

IT has been a delightful meditation to follow up the career of this dear
servant of God. We find the first mention of him in Acts iv. 36, :vvhere
an act of self-denial and willing service is reco~ded. He was evidently
a man of some standing and importance, as " having land, sold it, and
brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet," and thereby casting
in his lot with them and having all things common in their one desire to
spread the name of Jesus. His name was now changed from Joses to
Barnabas, which signified " the son of consolation," and all through his
subsequent history he was indeed all that which his name signified to the
great Apostle of the Gentiles and to the members of that primitive
Church.

It was ~me of those blessed and compassionating arrangements of the
all-merciful God that this dear servant, Barnabas, should so lovingly
throw in his lot with the Apostle Paul from the earliest days of his
remarkable conversion. Arrested as this persecuting Saul had been in
his wild career, madly thinking he was doing God service in persecuting
His saints, it was a very natural hesitation with that little company of
believers that they should receive this new convert into their midst, and
hence their voices of warning. "But Barnabas took him"! Grace
which had at one time conquered the heart of this dear disciple himself.
now constrained him to love the brethren. Saul amongst them! They
were members one of another in the-mystical body of Christ and were to
"love one another" in Him! What a beautiful example is this
constraining and brotherly love, and a fulfilment of what the Lord had
taught when upon earth. The kind compassions of the Lord of his
salvation had just recently and so miraculously been seen and bestowed
upon this poor deluded fanatic and had brought him slain at Jesus' feet to
cry out in now godly contrition, "Lord, what wilt Thou have me to
do? " and, as in all the Lord's gracious and compassionate dealings with
His people, He sees that this new-born sou!. should be cherished and
nourished tenderly by the loving and gentle-hearted Barnabas, S<J11 of
cwsDla~iol1. This would eventually bring out all the love and devotion
of one friend in Christ to the o~hei-. The persecuting Saul now turned
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into a new man and into the preaching Paul. Under the Divine teaching
he never lost sight of what he VIas by nature and what he was now by
grace. The conversion had been such a miracle that we can scarcely
wonder at the fears of the little primitive Church to receive him. "They
were all afraid of him and believed not that he was a disciple" when
he desired to join himself with the disciples at Jerusalem. Herein comes
our text, and the blessed truth of God's all-constraining and impelling
love that this son of consolation should be at hand. Thus we read,
" Bur Barnabas toolr him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared
unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken
to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of
Jesus. "

From thence onward we have some beautiful references to those two
dear servants 'of God, both now "Apostles" and sent forth and equipped
for their sacred service as heralds of the precious Gospel of Jesus Christ
unto Jew and Gentile. Look at how grace was magnified in this so
recent a persecuting zealot. We find how" he had seen the Lord in the
way," and" how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of
Jesus," and how he had spoken" boldly in the name of the Lord Jesus
and disputed against the Grecians,"

And thus Bamabas became the beloved friend' and companion of the
Apostle who was to be designated afterwards as the great Apostle of
the Gen.tiles, I think there is in their subsequent friendship only one
occasion on which we read of their differing one with another, and that
was on the occasion when Barnabas determined to take with them John,
whose surname was Mark. But Paul thought it not good to take with
them ~me who departed from them from Pamphylia, and went not with
them to the work. And the contention was so sharp between them that
they departed asunder one from the other, and so Barnabas took Mark
and sailed unto Cyprus; and Paul chose Silas, and departed, being
recommended by the brethren unto the grace of God (ch. xv. 39, 40).
We can gather by their subsequent histories how these two dear men
under the sovereign grace of God had learned the lesson of humbling
themselves under His mighty hand, and in love and honour to prefer one
another, having learned the lesson of self-abasement.

Beloved reader! how little can we conceive what stupendous results
may hang upon some seemingly small acts in our lives! A mere trifle
in deciding a matter and yet an eternity of purpose to be worked out
thereby! How we need to be in constant touch with the Lord of our
lives! What a good place is that for us when, with one of old, we can
say, "Lord, we know not what to do, but our eyes are unto Thee."
What a good prayer is that in the little hymn,
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.. Direct, control, suggest this day
All we design and do and say."

What a tender co~panionship with each other must these two dear
disciples have found! They had indeed been stamped with a dignity
for their high and holy callmg, for it was the Holy Ghost Who had
said, .. Separate unto Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I
have called them" (ch. xiii. 2). Their work under the power of the
Holy Spirit was soon so marked that in the healing of the poor cripple
the people declared, in their ignorant fanaticism, .. The gods are come
down to us in the likeness of men" (ch. xiv. 11). Which, when Paul
and Barnabas heard, they at once rebuked (ch. xiv. 20). Soon after
this we find them called to settle a disputation as to circumcision (ch.
xv. 2), and to show how their God had put no yoke upon the neck of
anyone of His disciples who, with all the elect family of grace, owe their
salvation wholly to free and sovereign grace, and hence are called to walk
in the liberty in which Christ has made them free (ch. xv. 11).

We have already referred to the sad episode in the lives of these two
dear men of God, when they fell out by the way over the matter of their
choice of fellow-partners, and when they parted one from the other,
Barnabas taking with him Mark, and Paul choosing Silas (ch. xv. 37,
39), and we pause and learn much from these narrations in Holy
Scripture, since .. all " on these holy pages .. is given by the inspiration
of God and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness. that the man of God may be perfect,
thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (2 Tim. iii. 16). We may
rest assured that this holy, if sad, Scripture is left on record as a beacon
and warning to each of us as believers that we may walk very softly,
tenderly, prayerfully .. considering ourselves lest we also are tempted."
These two dear friends in God were found fourteen years later
strengthening one another's hands against the matter which false brethren
had brought in to spy out the liberty in which they walked in Christ
Jesus (Gal. ii.). It was on that occasion that Paul was disturbed in
mind as he saw his beloved fellow-minister .. carried away with their
dissimulation." But these but passing instances go to show what love
and compassion the beloved Apostle of the Gentiles had for his brethren
in Christ and that probably he never forgot the tende~ness and compa~

sion of his friend at his conversion, who, when all others would have stood
aside, had received him with brotherly love and seen the exceeding grace
of God, already at work, whereby he was later to be so richly and
eminently blessed and used to all the Churches. Dear readers, may you
and I learn the sweet lesson couching beneath these few words of our
text, .. But Barnabas ~o;O'k him," whilst we seek grace daily to grow
downwards out of self and upwards into Christ, and in honour prefer
one another, and in love serve one another for Christ's sake. And

" Let brotherl}} love continue." R.



302 The Gospel Magazine

~trmonG' ann ~ottS of ~trmonG'.

THE THRONE OF GRACE

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,
BY THE LATE REV. ]AMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

PART 1.
.. The Throne of Grace. "-HEBREWS IV. part of verse 16.

WE sometimes sing together in this place a hymn, and we love to, I trust
not a few of us, because we have proved in our experience the truth it
expresses,

.. Grace, 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear,"

to the ear of the poor, to the ear of the needy, to the ear of them who
know themselves to be chief sinners, sinners ready to perish, sinners
meriting the eternal wrath of the Most High and Holy God, yes, sweet
in the ears of such is that little but expressive inspired wore:i, .. Grace."
Grace, as most of you know, in the letter of it implies favour. In the
Word of God free favour, utterly unmerited, Div:ne and Sovereign.
Now, .. all we, like sheep, have gone astray; we have turned everyone
to his own way." The third chapter of Romans says of all our race,
" They are all gone out of the way": "there is none that seeketh after
God "-none, that is, as I often remind you, not one-not one that
seeketh after God, they are all gone astray. They have left the way in
Adam, our first father Adam, who once stood well with God, who when
he came forth from the hands of his Maker was then, so far as the divine
image of God could be communicated, in the image of God, subject
however to vanity. As I reminded you in the morning, although Adam
was made sin less, a holy man, yet he was made subject to fall, and he
fell, and in him we fell. That is where we went astray, utterly astray,
from God, and are found by natl-He in the broad way that leadeth to
destruction. But the glorious Gospel of the blessed God reveals the one
way of escape from this condition. It was God Who found it out, it
was God Who devised it, let me rather say it was God Who organised
the scheme of grace, and in His infinite wisdom He did so that ther'~
might be no miscarriage, no failure. Because there is no flaw in God's
scheme of grace there can be no failure in it. This is encouraging for
us who by the Spirit's teaching and the application of the convincing
word know ourselves to be .. out of the way," and to have a desire to be
brought into the way. And this is the work o.f God" to guide our feet
into the way of peace." But God will do this thing in strict accordance
with the principles of justice and righteousness and truth. He will not,
because morally speaking He cannot, save the sinner otherwise than
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justly. And therefore I emphasise this fact that when we think and
speak of grace it IS the grace of Cod of which we speak, not mere favour
as we express it, as when we speak of grace among men. God's grace
is strictly in accord with all the attributes of His justice, holiness, and
truth.

Our text speaks of a Throne, the Throne 'of Grace. Now a
" Throne "-for a few morr.ents let us think upon the signification of
this word. A threne is a royal seat intended for the sovereign himself
and for him alone. And so this Throne of Grace-it is peculiar to the
Kinp: of kings and Lord of lords. As He sits there to-niqht at the right
hand of the Divine Majesty He sits there al:ne, none can share His kngly
office with Him. B!essed indeed is the truth that all the subje:ts of His
kingdom are kings. there is no one of lower dignity and standing in the
whole Kingdom of Grace than a king. But Christ sits on His throne as
King of the kings, none can in that capacity sit with Him. There will
come a time when the riches of His grace will be' perfected in glory, and
He has said this: "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me
in My throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My
Father in His throne," but this does not in the least impinge upon what
I have said regarding His Headship. His regal Headship He cannot
share even with His people. He must sit a King for ever in the majesty
and sovereignty of His exalted office. Again, a throne is occupied by a
sovereign that there at his footstool he may receive the homage of his
subjects. And this is among the purposes of God regarding the Throne
of Grace. to gather unto the footstool of the King of kings enthroned
upon this Throne of Grace-to gather unto His footstool a vast multitude
of the poor, and the lame, and the blind. and the halt, the neediest of
sinners, the chief of sinners. You know that when on earth He warned
certain that when they made a feast they were not to invite those who
could recompense them afterwards. But when they made a feast they
were to do it in the freeness of grace and in the liberality of compassion,
and were consequently to gather in those who could rerider no ade::juate
return for the hospitality afforded them. And so it is with the Throne of
Grace, dear friends. He sits upon it and bids unto Himself, unto the
footstool of His mercy, those who can never recompense, they can never
offer Him any adequate return for His lovingkindness and tender mercy.
Sinners saved by grace will eternally remain debtors to Jesus. They
will occupy their eternity in praising Him, blessing Him, in glorifying
Him, in exalting Him, and as the ages of the ages roll along none of
them will have the satisfaction in this respect of having adequately praised
Him, and of having adequately honoured Him, but they will thirst to
continue the anthems of their praise and the songs of their gratitude.
They rest not day and night saying" Worthy, worthy, is the Lamb.

It is also from the throne that the king declares his will. And the
Lord Jesus Christ sits upon the Throne of His Own Grace manifesting
by the Spirit and the Word what His holy will is concerning the objects
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of His everlasting love. So we search the Scriptures under the anointing
of the Holy Spirit in order to our discovering the will of Him Who sits
upon the Throne of Grace. He has e;couraged all such learners and
seekers, having granted them many an invitation, having granted them
many sweet promises. I love often to quote it, and so once more, " The
meek will He guide in judgment, and the meek will He teach His way."
If therefore' there be any here to-night among my younger hearers or
others who are seeking, see what encouragement Jesus on the Throne of
Grace affords such characters. "Come unto Me," to Me upon the
Throne of Grace, " come unto Me all ye that are weary"-is there one
such here to-night ?-" ye that are weary and heavy laden and I," upon
the Throne of Grace, "will give you rest." There you have His will
concerning needy, seeking, burdened souls, the King on His Own Throne
of Grace bidding such to draw nigh unto Himself.

Then again, a throne is the habitation of a regal glory, and power, and
justice-regal glory. Christ entered His glory when He left us, when
He left this sad world of ours, this sinful world of ours, this world of
sinners at whose hands He suffered such contradiction. "Consider Him
Who endured such contradiction of sinners against Himself." Well,
when He left this world of opposition He entered into the possession, the
re-possession, of the glory He had with His Father before the world
was, before the worlds were. He prayed for this glory in the days of
His humiliation. Whilst He was yet under the Law and a bondservant,
Jesus prayed. I was pointing out in the morning the difference between
His intercession and prayer in the heavenly places. We have nowhere in
Scripture any authority to believe that He now offers prayer. But when
He was on earth in the days of His low estate, then indeed He gave
Himself unto prayer, prayed-may I say it?-without ceasing, spent
literally whole nights in prayer, loved to be alone under the shade of the
olive trees in Gethsemane waiting all night upon His Father, without a
mediator. Jesus needed no mediator in His prayerful approaches to His
Father. He alw~ys drew near to His Father on the ground of His Own
righteousness, His Own perfect righteousness, and His perfect obedience
to the Law of His Father. He needed no mediator. But now He is in
the glory and seated upon the Throne of His Grace in the enjoyment of
that glory. And yet that glory is conditioned by the fact that He is
waiting for the consummation of His Church's glory. He is waiting for
the fulfilment of the many promises addressed to His people here in
conflict and sorrow regarding their final entering into the joy of their
Lord. He is waiting for this, and that is it no doubt which we have in
the second epistle to the Thessalonians, " The 'Lord;" that is, the Spirit,
.. direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the pa,ticncc of
Christ" (margin), that is. the patience which Jesus exercises in anticipa
tion of His return to receive His Own into glory. And so we who are
believers are called to enter into the fellowship with Him of patience, that
we may in sympathy with Him be looking forward to that glorious issue
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when He shall finally see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied.
Yes, Jesus is glorified and yet there is that glory which awaits Him.
Meanwhile He is upon the Throne o'f Grace, fulfilling His good pleasure
regarding the objects of His !eve, exercising, too, His almighty power
on their behalf, Kingly power. This is helpful to us, too, who are needy
and weak, the subjects of sore and frequent temptations, this is profitable
for us to meditate upon that the Lord Jesus is upon His Grace-Throne,
He is mighty in the exercise of His power. You must never associate
weakness with the Arm of the Lord, and Christ is the Arm of the Lord
Who bringeth mighty things to pass-might]). .. Who is this that cometh
from Edom. with dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glorious in
His apparel, travelling in the greatness of His strength?" He answers
for Himself, .. I that speak in righteousness, might]) to save." And so
He ~its upon the Throne of His Grace mighty to save, and chief sinners
do need sorely a Saviour mighty to save, and a great Salvation. There
is a divine suitability by contrast between the Saviour and the favoured
sinner, a great Saviour for the great sinner-dwell upon it, associate it
with the Throne of Grace. When you think of the Throne of Grace
think of the Mighty One Who sits upon it to administer His salvation
unto the uttermost.

BISHOP'S BOOK-ATTACK BY A BISHOP

CRITICISING the recent book by the Bishop of Birmingham (Dr. E.
w. Barnes), the Bishop of Chelmsford (Dr. Henry Wilson), in his
monthly diocesan letter to-day says:

.. The Bishop of Birmingham indulges in a wholesale criticism of
what all orthodox Christians hav.e always and everywhere believed. He
rejects the Bethlehem story, he runs his blue pencil through all the
miracles. and drastically reduces the sayings and teaching of Christ.

.. If his opinions are accepted, the -Bishop has completely undermined
the confidence in and reliability of anything which is said in the Gospels•

.. The book is an exceedingly one-sided performance. Its author has
not tried to destroy Christianity. His purpose is to attempt to rationalise
it and to strip it of all that is claimed to be miraculous. Whether
the residue which remains is entitled to be called Christianity may be
subject for debate, but there is no question that it is not the faith revealed
in the Bible."

lThe above cutting is from The Bristol Evening P.o:st for July 21 st,
1947. It is an awful illustration of the length to which apostasy from
what we definitely regard as Bible truth is developing.]
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iIDur !!?oung 3Jollt~' ~age.

THE FOUR COUSINS

DUR!NG the time of a great revival in Scotland. there were three sisters
living in a town in Dumfriesshire. Margaret and Grace and Cicely were
all young girls; they had just fmi~hed a Continental education. and had
been well olf until same money losses made them poorer and caused them
to make their home with a relation in Scotland. F ram the account I
read, I gathered that they all had a very good cpinion of themselves and
that the pleawres of .. soc:ety .. were their chief object in life. I suppose
they were much like many of the girls in our :lwn day; but they had one
great advantage over our girls, and that was that they went to chu)"ch
every Sabbath-as the Scots people call the Lord's Day. At that time
it was the proper thing for everybody who was somebody to go ta
church. so the sisters attended at least one service every week. There was
a faithful minister of the Gospel at the Parish Church, and Sunday after
Sunday the three girls did at least hear the preaching of the Word.
Besides, many of their friends were full of evangelical fervour, and some
of them had made definite attempts to lead the three to Christ. But
l\1argaret and Grace and Cicely were not in the least interested. and
when brought to the p:>int, they all showed plainly that they despised
the things of God.

The time arrived, however. when the Gospel was brought into their
very heme. The girls had a cousin who was a minister. He h~d been
a charming boy. good-looking, full of fun and gaiety, and talented, too.
But his cousins had not seen him as a minister, and they did not care for
what they had heard of him; they thought he must be changed for the
worse. Through the early death of a brother. himself a Christian. the
Holy Spirit of God had called young Robert; he had been brought out
of darkness into light. and was now a most earnest and devoted minister
of the Gospel. His preaching had become famous; but when his cousins
in Dumfries heard that he meant to 'come and stay with them on his way
home to Dundee after a mission in Newcastle, their interest was tinged
with amusement. How would" Perfection' 'try to convert them? For
that was what they called their cousin, and they had a good deal of siily
fun. wondering how he would tackle them.

Cousin Robert arrived. as handsome and charming as ever. and the
girls were instantly attracted. He was twenty-eight then, not much older
than his cousins; but neither his good looks nor his charm of manner
could hide the 'seal of the Spirit on his face. He was going through this
world with his face set for Zion, as a pilgrim, seeking a better country;
and his attitude was apparent in all that he said or did. T alkin'g'Of their'
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-experiences afterwards, the girls said that they were taken aback by the
grave, pitiful way he looked at them, as if he was sorry for them! They
could not understand it at all; but it killed their mockery at once.
Instead, they felt a vague uneasiness, a sense that all was not well with
them. It was the first time any of the three had ever admitted such a
thought. Up till now they had been entirely satisfied with themselves.

What followed is described by friends of the four cousins. One of
these tells of his meeting them all out for a walk on the first day of
Robert's visit; he was struck even then by the difference in the girls'
behaviour, so much more quiet and decorous than usual, and yet they
all seemed at ease with one another.

The next thing was that the girls begal) to go with Robert into the
cottages where he visited sick people to pray with them. One day, during
Robert's prayer, Margaret was actually in tears. Then after Robert
had been preaching in the church, the second sister, Grace, broke down
altogether, and sobbed out to a friend that she saw things now in a new
light altogether. A great change was going on in all three girls; it was
very striking to all who knew their usual silly giggling ways to see the
quiet wberness with which they now behaved.

Ccusin Robert could not stay long, but before he left, a number of
Christian friends were invited to tea to meet the young minister and his
cousins. Prayers followed; taken by Robert; and none of the three girls
cou!d restrain her tears. Afterwards Margaret and Grace talked with
their friends; they were quite. broken down, crying out about their sins.
but at the same time saying that they had never known happiness before!
And though Cice!y was more self-controlled, her leoks spoke the sa;ne
feelings.

Cousin Robert returned to his church in Dundee, but his three cousins
were changed beings. It was apparent to everyone who met them that
they were .. new creatures." .As they had begun, so they went on, for
they had been .. chosen not for good in them, wakened up from wrath
to flee, hidden in the Saviour's side, by the Spirit sanctified...· Only a
few months later Robert was visiting some poor people with typhus fever
in his parish; he caught the infection, "and in less than a fortnight he was
dead! He was then twenty-nine years of age, and the whole church
in Scotland mourned his departure. You probably know at least two of
the hymns he wrote. One was .. When this passing world is done," and
the other .. I once was a stranger to grace and to God."

A g~'eat friend of ROCert's wrote his Memoirs, but all he savs of the
vis;! to Dumfries is that Robert .. had good cause to bless the Lord for
bringing him through Dumfries-shire on the way home." The tale of
the three cousins I found in a separate article in an old magazine; and I
cught to tell you that in it the girls are only called by their initials-M.
-and G. and C.-and it is I who have given them names.

DAMARls.



308 The Gospel Magazine

DIVINE GRACE

(Address b}J ~he Bel>. Thomas Davis at the Clition Conference,
October 7th, 1902).

My DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-The subje;l- of our Conference is
.. The Gospel of the Grace of God." It is one of those &~finitions of
the Gospel which we find in the New Testament. It is sometimes called
the Gospel of God, sometimes the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
sometimes the Gospel of our salvation, and the Apostle terms it " Our
Gospel." There are many other descriptions uf this Gospel, but I don't
know one that covers the whole of the experience of those who enjoy that
Gospel better than" the Gospel of the Grace of God." I venture to
say that from the depth of our experiences, whether they are sad or
joyous, for there are sad depths and there are joyous depths; if there
are heights of sorrow, there are also heights of joy-this subject fills the
length and breadth of our thoughts. There is so much in it that it can
never be exhausted. This expression, "the G~spel of the Grace of
God," embraces all. I venture to think that when we come to our
dying hour, and know that we must soon be ushered into the presence of
the King, it is this Gospel of the Grace of God that will meet all our1
needs, be all our strength and all our joy; and in that moment, and for
that moment, be all our dependence. And when we take into our hands
that harp to which we shall sing throughout eternity, the subject of the
music will be the Gospel of the Grace of God. I will speak a few
words on this expression-the Gospel. You very well know that it
means good news. To understand the good news, to receive it and to
welcome it, there must be in the heart of a man a sense of his need.
We endeavour to set the Gospel before ~en; but, alas! how many turn
a deaf ear. The world has never seen anything like this sanctifying
grace outside the Gospel; the world will never produce anything like it
outside the Gospel. It is of the utmost importance in the present day to
know what we are preaching, what we are teaching, and what we are
circulating. Men are growing tired of the Gospel. It does not bring
crowded congregations; and so speakers are looking about, to the right
hand and to the left, in order that they may get something to attract, to
entice people to hear them. But they are not doing the Master's work.
•• Thou shalt preach My word," whether they will hear or whether they
will forbear: .. Gc ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every
ceature." There is tne messa!!e of the Gospel vey clear. and that
Gospel does, indeed. neal the broken heart, does bring forgivene~s to the
guilty. does clothe the naked, strengthen the weak, satisfy the hungry,
and does more-it sanctifies every earthly trial. It blesses and sanctifies
us, so that in some measure the world may understand, and people say.
" that man enjoys some calm in spirit, some hope in the future, that I do
not possess." This will be some evidence of what the good news is to
the poor sinner. The Gospel is God's power in man, leading him into
the grace of God. How that Word is hated to-day! Throughout the
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length and breadth of the land we see how a man is hated if he be known
as one preaching the Gospel of the Lord's grace. Some of us can look
back upon the Clifton Conference for forty years. It has always been
held on the same lines, and trusted that nothing should arise to put on
one side its main objects. What a wonderful word Grace is! . I have
been looking at " Cruden's Concordance," which was written in the first
half of the eighteenth century, and afterwards dedicated to King George
Ill., who, at his proclamation, said he would encourage those who were
religious and discourage those who were otherwise. What a glorious line
was that for the King to take! What a pleasure for Cruden to dedicate
his book to him, and what a glorious book it is! I refer, of course, to the
complete edition, which contains the definition of doctrines, etc., so
wonderfully and clearly worked out.

I would recommend our young friends to study it. It is a perfect
treasure of sound Gospel teaching. Under the heading of "grace"
we find no fewer than fifteen definitions Qf what grace is throughout the
Word of God. What a field that must cover! What a large space
that must occupy in the experience of God's children, if, indeed, the
word grace have fifteen different and not contradictory meanings; and,
of course, there is nothing contradictory in the Word of God. Now.
shall we look at this word "grace" this morning? Where shall we
begin-where? What phase of it shall we take? Well, my friends.
there are two aspects of grace, as you know. There is the grace that
was in Christ before the world began. Where did God begin with His
people? Not in time, not in reference to the Atonement, or their fitness.
or their qualifications. He began before the foundations of the world
were laid. "Who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His Own purpose and grace.
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began." Though
God does not always lead His people exactly in the same way, He leads
them always in the way of grace, and in such a manner as to insure the
glory to Himself. It may be by some sudden wQrd, as sudden as the
quickenini of the dead, bringing us out of the darkness into the light.
That was a day of grace, a day of love. We were dead, and He
quickened us. We were afar off, and He brought us nigh. We were
unwilling, and He made us willing. The reason people do not receive
the Gospel is 'Often because of their indifference and unwillingness. But
this grace is marvellous. It destroys that indifference, and the revela
tions of grace are manifested again and again. How often do we give
way to unbelid? How often do we find the enemy too strong for us;
and what should we do if Grace did not step in? When we are power
less it comes and helps us, and scatters our unbelief. From Christ, also.
let us remember, comes spiritual health and strength. "I besought the
Lord thrice," said St. Paul, "and He said unto me 'My grace 'is
sufficient for thee.''' It is not always that a child of God is satisfied
with this answer, but God will bring us to this point; and that is the
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very thing the Gospel ministers to us. We need the grace of God th~

Father, choosing, appointing, arranging, preparing. everything for us;.
and we need, also, the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, Who though rich
yet for our sakes became poor. I often wonder what is meant by that
expression, .. He became poor." It means not only the poverty of this
world, but the fpiritual poverty. through which His people pass and by
which they suffer so much. The Psalms are full of Christ and His
Church. In five different Psalms we find the same phrase repeated
',' Have mercy upon me, for I am poor and in misery." Except in one'
Psalm, these references are all associated with the suffering and death of
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is, also, the cry of many of the Lord's people,
.. I am poor and in misery." It is wmething like Christ's miracles.
We don't understand how He could take our infirmities. It was in some
mysterious way, and .. He was tempted in all points like as we are, and
yet without sin." He entered with deepest sympathy into our need, and
when He suffered for our sins He became poor. He participated in the
spiritual poverty of His people that they might be made rich in spiritual
things. We need the grace of God the Son, and of God the Holy
Spirit. Men are preaching now, and telling us that God has provided
the Son, has procured the salvation, and that it is for us to apply it.
But I am helpless in taking the promise, in taking the salvation, and as
unable to do it as if I were asked to pay the price of my redemption.
Men will say, .. Do we lie down like a iog, do we sit down and do
nothing?" Ask the suffering man if he sits down and does nothing.
Ask the man with ruin before him if he sits down and does nothing.
Ask the man with terrible anxiety before him if he sits down and does
nothing. No; the quickened soul, the anxious soul, the sorrowing soul,
the broken-hearted soul, and the contrite soul does not sit down. Such
wait upon the Lord; and blessed is the man that does so. Man can take
nothing to himself. John the Baptist knew what he was talking about
when he said, .. A man can receive nothing unless it be given from
above." The marginal reading has it, .. Man can take nothing to·
himself." It is all of the grace of God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Ghost, equal in the Trinity, none being greater or less
than the other. Men should be. delighted to go out and preach this
Gospel of the grace of God, which puts man in his right place, and gives
to a Triune God all the glory.

THE DESIGN OF THE GOSPEL

(Address b:y the Rev. Edgar N. ThDJaites, Rector of Fisherton.
Salisbur:y, at the Clifton Conference, Oct.ober 7th, 1902).

DEAR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS,-I will give you a motto, and, if you
choose to forget everything I say, I hope you will not forget that. The
Fin:t of Timothy, 1st chapter, 11 th verse, .. The glorious Gospel of the
blessed God." I see that I am limited in the words I am to speak by
the circular of my dear brother, Mr. Ormiston. to (1) the nature of the
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'Gospel, and (2) to the design of the Gospel. And first I should say,
without a moment's hesitation, that as to the nature of the Gospel, it is
Divine from beginning to end. It is all God's. I~is not man's Gospel.
It is God's good news to poor fallen man. In the words of our motto,
it is .. the glorious Gospel of the ble~sed God." In the 20th chapter of
Acts, 24th verse, it is called .. the Gospel of the grace of God." It is
God's plan, it is God's purpose, it is God's promise, it is God's per
formance, it is God's pleasure, it is God's power, and it all works out to
Cod's praise. If you ask me to give another definition of the nature of
the Gospel, I should say that, because it is Divine, it is supernatural.
I hope you will remember this, that a religion that is natural is wrong;
the true religion must be supernatural. The Gospel is contrary to man's
idea of what a Gospel ought to be. Someone has well said that the
Church of Rome is the masterpiece of the Devil. I believe it; and those
who are trying to obey the Church of Rome are the same; for it is the
work of man's endeavour instead of God's grace. Now, I want you to
remember this, that the nature of the Gospel is supernatural. No one
could have planned a way of salvation that at the same time would be
honourable to God and the sinner, except God Himself. This Gospel
is as changeless as God is. ,Age does not blemish the freshness of its
bloom. There are some people who say, .. You must go with the times."
Thank God there are some people who don't go with the times, and to
whom ,the Gospel itself is sufficient. As to the design of the Gospel, I
will bring before you four thoughts, and hope you will remember one, at
any rate.

What is the design of the Gospel? First and foremost (first, because
It must be foremost), the design of God is that He may be glorified.
The main design is not that sinners may be saved; that comes afterwards,
but it is not the first object. The first object is that God may be glorified.
The best commentary that has ever been printed is the Revised Version
of the Bible, You put the two Versions side by side, and you will see
the motto I gave you-" The glorious Gospel of the blessed God "-is
In the Revised Version given as " the Gospel of the glory of the blessed
God." This Gospel of God's glory ,is just like a ring of diamonds, a
'Chain of pearls. It is the mirror that reflects to us God.

The second design of the Gospel is to display God's love. If I had to
choose the one text from the Bible I liked best, it would not be a long
one, but just three wo;ds-" God is love." We can hardly understand
that any earthly king would show his love to a person who was always
trying to thwart his wishes, yet this is what God has done in the Gospel.
Look at this: .. God so loved the world" (a world full of people
trying to thwart His will), .. that He gave His only begotten Son."
While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. God's love is just like
a fire that burns brightest when the weather is coldest. Christ's love for
sinners was such that He came to save those who were lost. The Gospel
is the manifestation of God's love. It is something like a man climbing
up the Alps. When he gets to the first ridge he obtains a lovely view,
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on a higher ridge a still more lovely view, and from the top of the
mountain the beauty is almost unspeakable. So grand, so magnificent
is the panorama, so everwhelming that his tongue is dumb. So when we
get to the topmost ridge of God's Gospel, oh! what a view that will be.
No tongue can tell it.

A third design of the Gospel suggests the calling out of God's chosen
people. 2 Thess. ii., parts of the 13th and 14th verses-" God hath
from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth: whereunto He called you by our Gospel,
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ." Some people do
not like the word " chosen." They like to bring our great and eternal
God to be as a little child who is not allowed to choose. The parent
chooses for the child. Some people think they may choose but God may
not. If it is not the glorious Gospel of the grace of God that has called
you, you have never been called at all. "Many are called but few are
chosen." You and I have heard the call. Have we ever answered it?
Have we ever obeyed it? You cannot obey it unless it is by the Holy
Spirit of God. You have had the call over and over again. I want to
know if there has been any reply.

The fourth, and last, design of the Gospel seems to be that sinners
should be saved. What a wonderful thing is this Gospel! Some
people say, " I know that God has chosen His people; but how am I to
know that I' am a chosen one?" There are many deep and mysterious
doctrines in the Word of God. It is not at first that a person sees that
he is wholly converted to God. I want you to notice that God is
glorified in the salvation of a sinner. The Lord Jesus Christ said, .. I
came notto call the righteous, but the sinners." He did not come to save
everybody. He came to save sinners; and if you confess that low
position, and feelingly say, " Here is a poor sinner at Thy feet," He
will hear you. Everyone of us has had to come to that low position.
It is a good deal more than forty years since I was brought to my knees.
Sometimes a temptation comes to you, and you ask yourself, .. Am I
really converted after all? I wonder is my name written in the
Lamb's book of life? I wonder if I really shall be saved at last? "
What I do is this: get on my knees and say, .. God be merciful l{> me
a sinner." It is wonderful how the Devil flies away when you are on
your knees. God never says, with a frown, when you go to Him crying
out, .. God be merciful to me a sinner," .. Here comes again the poor
limping sinner crying for mercy." No. .. There is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth." What wonderful
vitality there is in this Gospel of which we have been talking to-day!
There is tremendous vitality about the grand old Gospel. Plunge it
under the waves, and it rises the purer; thrust it into the fire, and it
comes out better for its burning. We want a little more of that fire 10
kindle us; a little more persecution would do us good! I might show
you to-night how the design of the Gospel is to bring life and immortality
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10 light; but I will just repeat the points on which I have been speaking.
First of all, the nature of the Gospel is Divine from beginning to end;
and, secondly, it is supernatural. The design of the Gospel is that God
may be glorified, that God's love may be displayed, that God's chosen
may be called out, and God's sinners saved.

~rott6'tant )J5eacon.
"THE SHORTER PRAYER BOOK"

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE RIGHT REV: THE LORD BISHOP OF,
BLA'CKBURN.

(From The English Churchman).
Hoghton Vicarage, Nr. Preston, Lancs.

August 4th, 1947.

My LORD BISHOP,-I feel constrained ~o tell you with what amaze
ment, perplexity and grief I have read in the Diocesan Leaflet for this
month your suggestion that" The Shorter Prayer Book" is "very worthy
of being adopted" and that it has your own approval.

Its title, .. The Shorter Prayer Book according to the Use of the
Church of England," is not true. The Use of the Church of England is
in the Book of Common Prayer. The parts of .. The Shorter Prayer
Book" which are taken from the Book of Common Prayer are altered
in places, rubrics also are altered and many, including some which have
important bearings upon doctrine, are omitted. Other parts, including
entire services, are taken from the so-called" Deposited Book of 1928."
It is therefore far from being" according to the Use of the Church ot
England."

And where is .. The Deposited Book of 1928"? If the Prayer
Book Measure of that year had received the Royal Assent, the revised
Prayer Book would have been deposited with the Clerk of the Parlia
ments; but, as previously in 1927; it was rejected.

Archbishop Davidson, when he introduced the Prayer Book Measure
in the House of Lords in 1927, said: " I want first of all to say a word
about the position of this matter in Parliament. We hear words which
I think are windy and foolish to the eff.ect that this is not really a matter
for Parliament; that the Church has spoken its own voice decisively, and
that the duty of Parliament is to endorse what the Church has said. I
dissent altogether from that view, or I dissociate myself from those
statements. We are acting under the Enabling Act, which was intro
duced by me in this House eight years ago. I took care in introducing

. it, and others who followed took the same line, to point out that, although
Parliament was rightly substituting a workable for an unworkable system
of Church legislation, Parliament was not depriving itself in the end ot
any fundamental right at all. I adhere to that to-day. Every member
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of this House has, in my view, his absolute right to vote freely upon a
matter of this kind; indeed, I think it would be impertinence on my part
to suggest anything else." The position in the House of Commons was
the same; and in exercising their right to vote freely a majority of the
members of that House rejected the Prayer Book Measure in 1927 and
again by a larger majority in 1928.

Nevertheless the Book was published, though not as .. The Deposited
Book," but having on a front page the announcement that " The publi
cation of this Book does not directly or indirectly imply that it can be
regarded as authorised for use in churches.:' On the same page there
is also the following: .. Note :-1/ the Pra))er Book Measure, 1928,
had received the- Ro))al Assent, the' following would have been prirnted as
the title 0/ this Bo.ok. THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER AND
ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS AND OTHER RITES AND
CEREMONIES OF THE CHURCH' ACCORDING TO THE USE OF THE
CHURCH OF ENGLAND TOGETHER WITH THE FORM JIlND MANNER
OF MAKING, ORDAINING, AND CONSECRATING OF BISHOPS,
PRIESTS, AND DEACONS. THE BOOK OF 1662 WITH ADDITIONS
AND DEVIATIONS APPROVED IN 1928." But as the Measure did not
receive the Royal Assent the title of the Book is simply .. THE BOOK
OF COMMON PRAYER WITH THE ADDITIONS AND DEVIATIONS
PROPOSED IN 1928."

Yet, notwithstanding all this testimony to the fact that the Prayer
Book Measure did not receive the Royal Assent and that therefore the
revised Prayer Book (which that Measure if passed would have
legalised) has no lawful authority, after its rejection .. The Upper
Houses of the two Convocations, with the acquiescent cognizance of the
Lower rlouses, recommended, with only four dissentients, that the
Bishops should not, in their administration, feel bound to interfere with
clergy whose deviations from the Book of Common Prayer were within
the limits which the Prayer Book Measure of 1928 would have sanc
tioned." And now the rejected Prayer Book is given the title .. The
Deposited Book of 1928," and parts of it are included in .. The Shorter
Prayer Book" and said to be .. in accordance with the Use of the
Church of England"!

W~ are told that" The Shorter Prayer Book" was commissioned by
the Archbishops and Bishops of the Provinces of Canterbury and York
and has their general approval. ' But whence do they derive authority to
commission such a Book? The lawful authority of the Bishops with
regard to the use of the Book of Common Prayer is well defined. In
.. Concerning the Service of the Church" there is the direction that any
doubt as to .. how to understand, do, and execute the things contained
in " the Prayer Book is to be resolved by the Bishop, but his order is to
be .. not contrary to anything contained in this Book." In" The Order
how the rest of Holy Scripture is to be read," other Lessons and Psalms
than those appointed may be approved by the Ordinary on occasions also
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approved or appointed by him. The Act of Uniformity Amendment
Act, 1872, provides that upon any special occasion approved by the
Ordinary there may be used in any cathedral or church a special form of
service approved by the Ordinary, so that there be not introduced into it
anything, except anthems or hymns, which does not form part of the
Holy Scriptures or the Book of Common Prayer; also that an additional
form of service, varying from any form prescribed in the Book of Com
mon Prayer, may be used on a Sunday or Holy Day, but it may not
include any part of the Holy Communion Service, nor anything, except
anthems or hymns, which does not form part of the Holy Scriptures or
the Book of Common Prayer, and this service and the mode of its use
must also be approved by the Ordinary. Clearly this does not give the
Bishops authority to issue and approve the use of a new book which is a
mixture of the only authorised Book of Common Prayer and a Prayer
Book which is without lawful authority.

The approval by the Bishops of .. The Sh:Jrter Prayer Book"
becomes the more serious when it is seen that the parts introduced from
the misnamed .. Deposited Book" make changes in the rites and even
the doctrine of the Church of England-e.g., in .. the offering of bread
and wine," and the interpolation of .. Blessed is He that cometh in the
Name of the Lord: Hosanna in the hig'hest" before the Prayer of
Humble Access in the Holy Communion, and the introduction of prayers
for the dead in the Holy Communion and Burial services.

On a number of occasions • have had to make before my Bishop the
solemn declaration that" I assent to the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion
and to the Book of Common Prayer and of the Ordering of Bishops,
Priests, and Deacons. I believe the doctrine of the Church of E.ngland
as therein set forth to be agreeable to the Word of God, and in public
prayer and administration of the Sacraments I will use the· form in the
said Book prescribed, and none other except so far as shall be ordered
by lawful authority." The last occasion was when I was instituted by
your lordship to my present benefice. I would expect therefore to be
dealt with appropriately if I should be found using any form which had
not received lawful authority; but instead I receive from your lordship
a suggestion that a book which has no lawful authority might be found
.. very worthy of being adopted when new Prayer Books are being
bought ,and its use has my own approval." This, as I said at the
beginning of this letter, is amazing, perplexing, and grievous.

I have iust placed an order for new copies of the Book of Common
Prayer ot'which we are in great need, and have been told that they are

. not at present available, that there is a long waiting list, and that delivery
cannot be guaranteed under six months. Yet the publishers of .. The
Shorter Prayer Book" announce a first impression of 50,000. It is
strange that there should be expenditure of tirr.e, money, and paper in
printing thousands of copies of that Book when copies of the true Prayer
Book are so difficult to obtain. In face of this, it is not easy to under-
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stand the statement in the advertisement of " The Shorter Prayer Book ,,
that" it is not intended to supersede the full version of 1662."

I have unhappily found it necessary to state that permission for other
clergy to dnciate in my Church at marriages and burials is given only on
condition that the services in the Book of Common Prayer only are used,
and this condition will now exclude the use of "The Shorter Prayer
Book."

I am sorry this letter has to be so long, but it would need to be longer
still if I said all else that I feel should be said.

It is with the utmost regret that I have to conclude with a solemn and
earnest protest against " The Shorter Prayer Book."

I am, my Lord Bishop,
Y our faithful servant,

(Signed) ARTHUR J. BROWN.
Vicar of Hoghton.

"0 THEOPHILUS"

" THE former treatise have I made, 0 Theophilus." It struck me that
in the former treatise, Luke addressed his friend as "most excellent
Theophilus," and I wondered if the omission of the epithets would at
all chill the heart of the recipient. Did it mean any less love or admira
tion? Would" most excellent," when he retired into the quiet (or
turmoil) of his heart, forget the beauties and glories of what he had been
reading about the ascension and promise of the Lord, and reflect rather
on the frailty of man, in whom is no stay? Job had said they all failed
him with the deceitfulness of a brook in summer. David, in his
extremity, spoke harshly to Mephibosheth, to whom for Jonathan's sake
he had formerly been so kind. And did not the -Church herself in
Isaiah mourn to the Lord and say, "Where are Thy former loving-
kindnesses, are they restrained? "

Having credited Theophilus with such-and more-reflections on
the subject of human changeableness, I looked up Bishop Wordsworth's
commentary and found at once that my sympathy with him was entirely
misdirected. He had not been wasfing his spirit over an imaginary grief;
he had been enjoying what no one of us has-a first reading of the Acts.
of the Apostles. The truth was that the" most excellent" in the former
treatise shows that Theophilus held a state appointment. It was a title.
It appears also in Acts xxiii. 26: "Claudius Lysias unto the most
excellent governor F elix-greeting." Possibly when the latter treatise
was written Theophilus had retired from his office and his magnificences.
and was now only the dear friend of the beloved physician-the .. eye
witness of these things." Now he writes, "0 Theophilus." There
breathed in the short address the calm dignity of perfect confidence,
mutual understanding and love. No multiplying of words could add to
its grace. When the redeemed of the Lord pour out their hearts before
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Him, is not the universal cry, .. 0 Lord"? He only Who counts the
number of the stars knows how often His ears are open to that address,
knows what is to follow that plea, in complaints or thanksgivings, sighs
or songs, confessions, requests, fears, or returns of praise. Has anyone
ever had an experience which is not to be found in the Psalms? Or in
the lips of patriarchs and prophets? .. 0 that Ishmael might live before
Thee. " .. 0 that Thou wouldst rend the heavens." .. 0 that my
words were written in a book." .. 0 that I had the wings of a dove."
But time (or space) would fail. .. 0 come let us sing unto the Lord,
o sing unto the Lord a new song. 0 God, my heart is fixed. 0 how I
love Thy law. it is my meditation all the day."

If the Church in the Old Testament (the former treatise) prays, .. 0
send out Thy light and Thy truth," in the latter treatise they see Him
and hear Him pray... And now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me." For
their sakes-His Theophilii (i.e., beloved of God)-He had come and
,spent His all, and oh! how great is His goodness which He has laid up
for them that fear Him, for them that trust in Him before the sons of
men. FOLLOWER-ON.

NOT LAYING IT TO HEART

... WHATSOEVER things were written aforetime were written for our
learning," says the inspired Apostle. His words have reference to the
writings of the Old Testament. They were all, from Genesis to Malachi.
written for our learning. They were all without exception given by
,inspiration of God, and they are all without exception profitable, .. that
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
work&." We turn to a portion of these inspired writings, the prophecy
·of Isaiah, and we read words which may be profitably pondered in the
times in which we live. The prophet says, .. Who gave Jacob for a

:spoil, and Israel to the robbers? Did not the Lord, He against Whom
we have sinned? for they would not walk in His ways, neither were they
obedient unto His law. Therefor~ He hath poured upon him the fury
of His anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round
,about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart."
First, we learn from these solemn words that judgments upon nations are
Divine in their origin. The words suggest that the land of Israel was in
vaded by a hostile army, and that its people were spoiled and robbed.
'They were unable to resist the onslaught of their enemies. and hence their
foes carried off everything on which they could lay their hands. But Who
was behind this invasion? Who was it Who allowed an invading army
to enter the land and to make such havoc among its people? The answer
given is, .. Did not the Lord?" He it was Who handed over His people
la the power of their enemies. He is was Who, by means of a hostile
foe, brought judgment upon His people. The sufferings of Israel were

Divine in their origin. A hostile and conquering monarch may say, .. By
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the strength of my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom, for I am
prudent," but the Lord's answer is, .. Shall the axe boast itself against
him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him
that shaketh it?" Human instruments are made use of to punish nations,
but they are unconsciously carrying out the Divine purposes. This truth
is frequently emphasised in Scripture. Moses warned Israel beforehand
that if they hearkened diligently unto the voice of the Lord their God,
blessing would be their portion, but if they disobeyed, curses would be
their portion, and amongst the curses he says, .. The Lord shall cause
thee to be smitten before thine enemies." It was the Lord Who .. sold
them into the hand of Jabin, king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor."
It was the Lord Who .. delivered them into the hand of Midian seven
Years." It was the Lord Who" brought upon them the king of the
Chaldees." The Babylonian captivity was the Lord's judgment upon
His people. It is He Who sends the judgments of the sword, the
famine and the pestilence, as we are taught by the prophet, Ezekiel.
Diplomacy, human wisdom and medical skill may do much to avert war,
famine and pestilence, but when' a nation is ripe for judgment no human
power can prevent its coming. Modernists and Higher Critics may
daringly inveigh against the character of God as He is set forth in the
Old Testament, but it is eternally true that .. He is a God that judgeth
the earth." Moreover, it is in the N ew Testament that we read, .. The
wr'ath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and un
righteousness of men." .. We are sure that tile judgment of God is
according to truth against them which commit such things. And thinkest
thou this, 0 man ... that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? "

Secondly, we are taught that Divine judgments are due to human sin.
Why were Adam and his wife excluded from the Garden of Eden?
It was due to sin. Why did God bring the Flood upon the world of the
ungodly? It was because of sin. Why did He destroy the Cities of the
Plain? Because of the sins of those who dwelt in them. Why did He
arrange for the extermination of the Canaanites? Because they had
become ripened in 'sin. Why did He again, and again, and again,
punish the chosen nation? Because- of their idolatries. Why did He
bring upon them the Babylonian captivity? It was because .. They
mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused
His prophets, until' the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till
there was no remedy." Why did the Lord give Jacob for a spoil, and
Israel to the robbers? It was because .. they would not walk in His
ways, neither were they obedient unto His Word. Therefore He hath
poured upon him the fury of His anger, and the strength of battle."
Human sin is the cause of all oU,r sufferings, and of the judgments which
God brings upon nations and upon individuals. .. Though hand join in
hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished." Judgment may be delayed,
but ;t will certainly cqme. .. He, that being often reproved hardeneth
his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."
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The Great War was doubtless due to human sin. It was a Divine
judgment upon the world at large. All the many national trials which
we have had to endure since that terrible carnage came to an end must
be traced to human sin. Might it not be truthfully said of England
to-day and of individuals, .. They would not walk in His ways, neither
were they obedient unto His law"? The law of God is still binding
on men as men. They are never free from the obligation to worship and
adore their Creator, and to honour His Name, His Word, and His day.
They are never free from the obligation to honour parents and all in
authority, to love their neighbours as themselves, to keep their bodies in
temperance, soberness and chastity, to be true and just in all their
dealings, and to be content with such things as they have. Men may
mutilate the Decalogue and teach that the books in which it is contained
are forgeries, but the law of God is part of our constitution, and we
cannot get away from the obligation to reverence God, to reverence His
Word, and to reverence His day. Yet, are we not flagrantly guilty of
failure in all these respects?

This leads us to notice, thirdly, that in spite of Divine judgments,
nations and individuals fail to repent. The judgment of God came upon
Israel, .. Yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart."
He did not recognise God's hand in chastising him, and he failed to lay
to heart God's dealings with him. .. Thou. hast stricken them, but they
have not grieved; Thou hast consumed them, but they have refused to
receive correction: they have made their faces harder than a rock; they
have refused to return." .. This people hath a revolting and a rebellious
heart; they are revolted and gone." How true all this is of ourselves.
God dealt with us during the terrible war, but what evidences were there
of national repentance? He has dealt with us since by means of
pestilence, strikes and unemployment, but there is still need for the
prayer, .. From hardness of heart and contempt of Thy Word and
Commandment, good Lord deliver us." God speaks in His Word, but
its truth is denied and His voice is not listened to. He speaks in His
providences, but men are heedless. We believe He spoke to the Bishops
when Parliament rejected the Prayer Book of 1927, but they refused
to hear His voice, and made a second attempt to secure the legalisation
of Modernism and Sacerdotalism. Again God spoke to them when
Parliament rejected the Prayer Book of 1928, but still they refuse to
listen, and by publishing the new Prayer Book in a form suitable for use
in churches they seem determined on setting Parliament at defiance, and
encouraging the use of a book which virtually gives the Anglo-Catholics
what they have been fighting for for forty years. But God is not only
speaking to the Church of England. The most prominent leaders in
N oncomformity have embraced all the views of the Higher Critics, and
the old-fashioned Gospel of the grace of God is now rarely heard either
in church or chapel.

.. A wonderful and horrible thing is comlPitted· in the land; the
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prophets prophesY falsely, and the priests bear rule by their means; and
My people love to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof? "
Whatever others may do, may the Lord's true people tremble at His
Word and walk in holy and uncompromising separation from sin and'
error.

[The above article was written in 1929, but it might have been written
to.day.-EDITOR. ]

THE JEW

THE destruction of the Holy City, the ruin of the House of God, the
d:~persi(;n of the Chosen People into all the kingdoms of the earth, and
their continued existence as a nation, n8twithstanding every attempt to
ex terminate them or \compel them to forsake those ordinances which
distinguish them to this very day from all other nations, is emphatically
one of the strongest evidences we can have of the truth of the Bible.
Jerusalem was indeed once a great city, and the Temple magnifical; but
the Jews themselves were greater than either. Hence, while the two
former have been given over to spoilation, the latter have been wonder
fully, miraculously preserved. The annals of the world do not contain
anything so remarkable in human experience, so greatly surpassing human
power and human prescience. Exiled and dispersed, reviled and perse
cuted, oppressed and suffering, often denied the commonest rights of
humanity, and still more often made the victim of ruthless fanaticism and
bigoted prejudice, the Jews are divinely preserved for a purpose worthy
of God!-.JERoME (fourth century) (From The Friendly Companion).

SIN THE BELIEVER

LET the holiest and best things we do be considered. We are never
better affected unto God than when we pray; yet when we pray, how are
our affections many times distracted! How little reverence do we show
unto the grand Majesty of God unto Whom we speak! How little
remorse of our own miseries! How little taste of the sweet influence of
His tender mercies do we feel! Are we not as unwilling many times to·
begin, and as glad to make an end, as if in saying .. Call upon Me .. He
had ret us a very burdensome task?-HooKER's Sermon on justijicaiiJ(J'n.
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