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cc Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

THE LORD'S PRESENCE WITH jOSEPH

« And the Lord was with ]oseph, and he was a prosperous man;,
and he was in the house of Ms master the Egyptian."
-GENESIS xxxix. 2. .

WE have been reading the Book of Genesis, and we have reached
the story of joseph and his brethren. We have been struck with
the assurances of the Lord's presence with joseph, and we felt it
would be helpful to members of the Lord's family if their attention
was drawn to this great and comforting truth that the Lord is
always present with His people. Many of the Lord's people are
living a specially lonely life, and they specially need the Lord's
presence to comfort, strengthen, and uphold them. In many
respects loneliness is the lot of all God's people. Only few enter
and walk in the narrow way, and all who walk therein through

• divine grace, feel more or less lonely. Sometimes 'their path is more
lonely than at other times.

One cause of loneliness is the few who are really walking in the
narrow way today. Here in England, we are told that only five
per cent. of the people, on lan average, attend a place of worship,
which suggests that they are not, for the most part at any rate,
amongst the Lord's true people. Then, not all by any means who
do attend a place of worship are really born again. ' They are only
professing Christians. The number of real believers is indeed small.
Then, even true believers vary. Some only bring forth thirtyfold,
some sixtyfold, and some a hundredfold. Many are only" babes in
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_Christ," and are only capable of bein,£" " fed with milk and not with
meat" (1 Cor. iii. 2). We have often been impressed with the
thought that when climbing a hill, the higher you climb the more
lonely it beconfes. If you reach the summit, hardly anyone else is
to be seen. So the more a true Christian walks closely with God
the more lonely he becomes. -The more he seeks to be separate
from the world, the less he finds other Christians are keeping
company with him. The professing Church is getting further and
further away from Bible truths and practices, and those who seek
to hold fast to all the great truths of the Word of God, and to

- conform more and more-fully to its precepts and practices, find
themselves more and more lonely. Yet every believer can say with
Christ his Lord and Master, "Yet I am not alone, because the
Father is with me" (John xvi. 32). How true that was of Joseph.

1. It may be said the Lord was with him in his home.

Joseph's home life was by no means ideal. His father, Jacob, had
many wives, and each had children. At the beginning God pro
vided Adam with only one helpmeet for him. They two were one
flesh. Adam begat sons and daughters. Even in his family, how
ever, there was a Cain as well as an Abel. But the history of David
and Solomon, with their many wives, shows that sin greatly
abounded in their families -as a result of polygamy. Where, how
ever, a marriage is only in the Lord, and the parents follow Bible
teaching in the bringing up of their children, they may expect
God's blessing to abound in their homes. Speaking of Joseph's
brethren, we read that" Joseph brought unto their father their evil
report." Joseph had a deep sense of sin, and he w~s grieved at the
wickedness of his brethren. Whence came this deep sense of the
enormity of sin? Surely it was that the Lord was with Joseph by
His Spirit, and the Spirit no doubt' convicted him of his own
personal sinfulness, as well as of the evil conduct of his brethren.
A consciousness of our own personal sinfulness and of the sinful
conduct of those around us is painful and unpleasant, but it is a
proof of the Lord's presence with us, and of His convicting and
teaching operations in us. The presence of the indwelling Spirit
teaches the believer all things, the truth about sin, as well as the
truth about Christ the Saviour of sinners.

Then how came Joseph, while dwelling in his father's home, to
have those two remarkable dreams? They were evidently divine
predictions of Joseph's future exaltation. The dreams were there
fore evidences of the Lord's presence. He was telling Joseph that,
though he was hated by his brethren, the time would come when

t



The Gospel Magazine
\

291

he would be exalted to som~ high position and his wicked brethren
would bow down to him. It is therefore likely that these indications
of ]oseph's future earthly glory would cheer him in the midst of the
heavy trials, through which he passed.

2. Secondly, the Lord was with ]oseph when he was a slave in
Potiphar's house.

]oseph, through the Lord's presence with him, was an obedient
son, and when his father desired to send him to see how it fared
with his brethren, he said, "Here am I." The wickedness of his
brethren was terrible in the extreme. When they saw him
approaching them, "they conspired against him to slay him," and
said, " We shall see what will become of his dreams," and" We will
say, ' Some evil beast hath devoured him.''' Eventually, however,
they sold him as a slave to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of
silver. Then the Ishmaelites sold him to Potiphar, an, officer of
Pharaoh's and captain of the guard.

It was a terrible experience for ]oseph, but the Lord was with
him. It is beaJltiful to read, " And the Lord was with ]oseph, and
he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master
the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with him, and
that the Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand"
(Genesis -xxxix. 2, 3). We need to remember that-if the Lord is
with us, the power of His presence will be manifest in the blessings
which we shall experience'; All that ]oseph did prospered, because
the Lord was with him. Temporal, as well as spiritual, blessings
come' to those who enjoy the Lord's presence. Moreover, His
presence affects our walk and conversation. Those around us see
that the Lord is with us. ]oseph's master" saw that the Lord was
with him." Well indeed is it with us, if it is evident to all around
us that the Lord is with us.

Not only did Joseph prosper, but his master prospered as a result
of Joseph's faithfulness in doing his master's business. Hence we
read, "that the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's
sake; and the blessing of the Lord was upon all that he had in the
house and in the field" (Genesis xxxix. 5, 6). It is no small mercy
to have in your employ a person who enjoys the Lord's presence.
But the Lord's presence does not shut out trials, both spiritual and
temporal" from the child of God. What an awful spiritual trial
Joseph had, through the wickedness of Potiphar's wife. Yet the
Lord's presence and power delivered him from the awful tempta
tion which confronted him. One trial led on to another. The
lying lips of Potiphar's wife caused Joseph to be put into prison, and
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there he remained for years, although absolrtely guiltless of the
charge brought against him. Yet.this terrible and unexpected trial
led to the fulfilment of God's purposes of mercy and blessing which
God had revealed in Joseph's dreams.

3. This leads us to note that the Lord was with Joseph in the
prison.

The Lord never ceases to be with His true people wherever they
are, and whatsoever may be their trials. He never leaves them nor
forsakes them. Hence we read, "He was there in the prison. But
the Lord was with Joseph, and showed him mercy, and gave him
favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of
the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were
in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.
The keeper of the prison looked not to anything that was under his
hand; because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, the
Lord made ~it to prosper" (Genesis xxxix. 20-23). The Lord's
presence with Joseph was such that He influenced the keeper of the
prison to give Joseph a position of authority over his fellow
prisoners. They were committed to Joseph's hand.. The keeper of
the prison trusted Joseph entirely with the oversight of the other
prisoners. He saw that the Lord was with Joseph, and that the
Lord made that which Joseph did to prosper. Prisoner though
Josephwas, his trial was largely modified by the favour which the
Lord gave him in the sight of the keeper of the prison. Thus the
Lord stands by His people in their trials, and enables them to bear
them. '

After a time two new prisoners were added to those over whom
Joseph had charge. These were the butler and the baker of the
king of Egypt. One morning when he came in to these two men,
he noticed that they were sad, and he said, "Wherefore look ye so
sadly today?" Ittranspired that they both had dreamed a dream
in the night, and they were sad because they could not interpret
these remarkable dreams. The Lord then manifested, in a remark
able way, His presence with Joseph, and enabled him to give a true
interpretation of their dreams. His interpretation restored the chief
butler in three days' time to his butlership again, and in the same
period his interpretation terminated the baker's life by hahging.
Joseph was fully convinced that his interpretation was of divine
origin, and he said to the butler, "Think on me when ~t shall be
well with thee, and show kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make
mention of me unto Pharaoh and bring me out of this house."
Though Joseph had many privileges in 'the prison through the
Lord's presence and mercy, he longed for liberty and deliverance.
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We read, however, "Yet did not the chief butler rememberJoseph.
but forgat him." This failure on the part of the butler prolonged
Joseph's imprisonment two full years. (See Genesis xl. and xli.)

We thus see that the trial of our faith may be very prolonged.
Yet the Lord is still with His people. He never leaves them. They
need to remember the exhortation which speaketh unto them as
unto children. What does it say to them? It says, "My son,
despise not the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art
rebuked of Him: for whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." "No chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness .unto them which
are exercised thereby" (Heb. xii. 5, 6, 11). Two full years must
needs pass ere Joseph was delivered from imprisonment. Then, in
a remarkable way, he was delivered, and his own two dreams were
fulfilled. .

Now Pharaoh himself dreamed. He had two dreams in .one
night, and his spirit was troubled as to their meaning. He sent and
called for all the magicians and wise men in Egypt, and told them
his dream, but none could interpret it. Then the chief butler
remembered his own experience. He r.ecalled his own imprison
ment and that of the baker to Pharaoh, the dreams they had and
their interpretation by Joseph. He went on to recall that Joseph's
interpretation of their dreams was accurately fulfilled. "Me he
restored to mine office, and him he hanged." Pharaoh accordingly
sent for Joseph and told him he had heard that Joseph could
interpret a dream. Joseph had previously said to the butler and the

.baker, "Do not interpretations belong to God?" Now he said to
Pharaoh, " It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of
peace." Accordingly, Pharaoh told Joseph his two dreams and
the inability of the magicians to interpret them. Then Joseph told
Pharaoh, "The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath showed
Pharaoh what He is about to do." He went on to declare that the
dreams indicated that there would be seven years of great plenty,
followed by seven years of famine, and he advised Pharaoh what to
do in view of what was about to happen. He recommended the
appointment of a discreet and wise man to be set over the land of
Egypt, and he suggested what this man should do to avert the
calamity which might happen during the seven years of famine.
Pharaoh felt that Joseph himself could alone fill this important
position satisfactorily. There was manifestly" none so discreet and
wise as he." Accordingly, Pharaoh set Joseph over all the land of
Egypt, arrayed him i~ vestures of fine linen and put a gold chain
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about his neck, and "made him ruler over all the land of Egypt."
" Only in the throne," said Pharaoh, "will I be greater than thou."

Thus, not only would Pharaoh's dreams be fulfilled and the needs
of the land wisely dealt with, but Joseph's own dreams would be
fulfilled, and both his father and his brethren would see what had
become of his dreams. All this manifested in a marvellous way how
the Lord was with Joseph and how His gracious purposes towards
Joseph were all fulfilled to the letter. The awful wickedness of his
brethren in selling him as a slave to the Ishmaelites was made to be .
the means of the fulfilment of Joseph's dreams, which were a partial
cause of their murderous hatred and malice.,

4..- Finally, it is evident that the Lord was with ]oseph when he
showed kindness to his wicked brethren.

After Jacob's death Joseph'sbrethren were afraid that Joseph
wou~d hate them and requite them for all the evil which they had
done unto him. Joseph, however, said unto them, "Fear not: for
amI in the place of God? . But as for you, ye thought evil against
me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day,
to save much people alive. Now therefore fear ye not: I will
nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them; and
spake kindly unto them" (Genesis l. 15-21). This treatment of his
brethren by Joseph showed the Lord was with him. His Spirit was
dwelling in him and the fruit of the Spirit was manifest in his life,
and walk, and conversation.

The Lord now says to all His believing people, "Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world" (Matt. xxviii. 20).
He says, " I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee" (Heb. xiii. 5).
He is with them in their homes, He is with them when absent from
their homes, and when suffering keenly from the malice of their
enemies, from whatsoever quarter it may come. He is with them
in their keenest trials. He is with them to make all. things work ,
together fon their good. He is with them to fulfil His promises to
them, and to frustrate the evil designs of their enem~es. He is with
them to enable them to abound in the work of the Lord and to
abouneJ in the:: fruit of the Spirit. "Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of
My righteousness" (Isa. xli. 10).

I

Whitington Vicarage, Stoke Ferry,
King's Lynn, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton).
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" For by one Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free."-1 CpR.
xii. 13.

THE Corinthian saints, to whom this epistle was addressed, were
all sanctified in Christ Jesus. The Apostle says to them, "But ye
are washed, but ye are sanctifid, but ye are justified in the name'
of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Cor. i.2; vi. 11).
They were giving way to the sins of envy, strife, and divisions, and
were only like" babes in Christ," yet they were washed, sanctified
and justified by the Spirit of our God. They had been idolaters,
worshippers of dumb idols (1 Cor. xii. 1). A mighty change had.
however, taken place, and they were now numbered amongst the
washed, sanctified and justified people of God. There was no
need for them to go to some great meetinF: of believers in order to
be sanctified. They were already sanctified. Yet they were giving
way to the works of the flesh. This is always true, sad to say, of
God's'true people. The flesh still remains in them, and it lusteth,
and always lusteth against the Spirit Who dwells in all believers
without exception. (See 1 Cor. iii. 1;3; Gal. v. 16, 17). If, through
grace, we walk in the Spirit, wholly under His influence, we shall
to that decree not fulfil the lusts of the flesh. but the flesh is always
in us, and we are always in danger of giving way more or less to its
evil influence. "In many things we offend all " (James iii. 2). "If
we say' that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us" (1 John i. 8). We are always obliged to say, ',' I know
that in me (that is, in tny flesh) dwelleth no good thing." "So
then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the
flesh the law of sin" (Rom. vii. 18. 25). In view of all this, how
very humble we all ought to be, and how much we need to take
heed to the injunction, .. Let him that thinketh he standeth, take
heed lest he fall" (1 Cor, x. 12).

Oh, dear friends. let us remember our Lord's words of caution.
He said, "Watch and pray that ye enter not into temptation"
(Matt. xxvi. 41). We are always in danger, and we are in constant
need of saying, " Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will .
have respect unto Thy statutes continually" (Psalm cxix. 117).
We have known some of God's true people who have fallen

I1,1
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grievously, and we have read of many others. Such cases are a
warning to us. Think of Peter's case and beware.

Well it is to God's sanctified people at Corinth that the Apostle
says, "By oI}.e Spirit are we all baptised into one body, whether we
be Jews or Gentiles." Whatever nationality we belong to if, by
the Spirit of our God, we are washed, sanctified and justified, then
by the same Spirit we are baptised into one body. There is the
baptism of water and there is the baptism of the Spirit. John the
Baptist said, "I indeed baptise you with water ... but He shall
baptise you with the Holy Ghost" (Matt. iii. 11). Our'Lord said
to the Apostles, " John truly baptised with water; but ye shall be
baptised with the Holy Ghost not many days hence" (Acts i. 5).
That promise was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. Then, both the
Apostles and they that were with them" were all filled with the
Holy Ghost" (Acts ii. 4). This surely shows that to be baptised
with the Holy Ghost is only another way of saying we are filled
with the Holy Ghost. Dr.. Charles Hodge-says, " Any communica
tion of the Holy Spirit is called a baptism, because the Spirit is
said to be poured out, and those upon whom He is poured out,
whether in His regenerating, sanctifying, or inspiring influences,
are said to be baptised.'. . . It is not therefore by baptism as an
external rite, but by the communication of the Holy Spirit that we
are made members of the body of Christ.". Dr. C. Hodge goes on
to say, "No matter how great may have been the previous
difference, whether they were Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, by
this baptism of the Spirit, all who experience it are merged into one
body; they are intimately and organically united as partakers of the
same life. (Comp. Gal. iii. 28.) And this is the essential point of
the analogy between the human body and the Church. As the
body is one because pervaded and animated by one soul or principle
of life so the Church is one because pervaded by the one Spirit.
And as all parts of the body which partake of the common life
belong to the body, so all those in whom the Spirit of God dwells
are members of the Church which is the body of Christ. And by
parity of reasoning, those in whom the Spirit does not dwell are not
members of Christ's body. They may be members of the visible or
nominal Church, but they are not members of the Church in that
sense in which it is the body of Christ. This passage, therefore,
not only teaches us the nature of the Church, but also the principle
of its unity. It is one, not as united under one external visible head,
or under one governing tribunal, nor in virtue of any external
'visible bond, but in virtue of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in
all its members. And this internal spiritual union manifests itself in

l
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the profession of the same faith, 'and in all acts of Christian fellow
ship" (Hodge's Commentary on First Corinthians).

THE BODY IS THE CHURCH

The "one body" of which the Apostle speaks is the Church;
Speaking to " the Church of God which is at Corinth," the Apostle
says, " Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular"
(I Cor. xii. 27). Again, he says that Christ is " the head over all
things to the Church, which is His body." "He (Christ) is the
Head of the body, the Church" (Ephes. i. 22, 23; Col. i. 18). Thus,
as there is but one body, so there is but one Church, consisting of all
true believers. Companies of believers may be called a local
church, but the whole company of believers are called" the Church
of God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood" (Acts xx.
28). Of this one Church we read again, "Christ also loved the
Church, and gave Himself for it; that He might sanctify and
cleanse it ... that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church,
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it might be
holy, and without blemish" (Ephes. v. 25-27).

Of Christ's body, the Church, we recently read that an American
minister said Abraham was not in the body. That implies that
Abraham was not in the Church, and if so, none of the Old Testa
ment saints were in the Church. We were aware that there were
those who taught that the Old Testament saints were not in the
Church. To us, however, this doctrine cannot be regarded as
Scriptural. If Abraham and other saints are not in the Church,
can it be said that they are included in the words, "The Church of
God, which He hath purchased with His Own blood"? Are they
included in the Church which Christ loved .and for which He &ave
Himself, and which He intends topresent to Himself? We know
that Christ is " the Mediator of the new covenant, that by means
of death, for the redemption of His transgressions that were under
the first covenant, they which are called might receive the promise
of eternal inheritance" (Heb. ix. 15). This paragraph surely
teaches that Christ's death secured deliverance from the penalty of
the transgressions c6mmitted by the Old Testament saints. The
blood of bulls and of goats could not take away their sins. Hence
Christ came to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. Believers
are now justified freely by God's grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus. Abraham, and also David, and all other Old
Testament saints are in like manner justified. (See Rom. iii. 24-25;
iv. "1-12).
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THERE ISONLY ONE FLOCK

Our Lord speaks of the sheep in Old Testament times and of the
sheep in New Testament times. Of the former He says, "The
sheep did not hear them," they did not hear the thieves and
robbers. Of the latter He says, ~ Other sheep I have. which are
not of this (Jewish) fold: them also I must bring, and they shall
hear My voice; and there shall be one fold (flock), and one
Shepherd." All these sheep hear His voice. He knows them, and
they follow Him. and He gives unto them eternal life and they
shall never perish, nor shall any man pluck them out of His hand.
(See John x. 7, 8, 15, 16,27. 28). For all these sheep He laid down
His life (John x. 15). He redeemed them all and they are one
flock. Here is the unity of all believers from Adam onwards.

ONE OLIVE TREE

The oneness of all believers. past, present, and to come, is further
taught in the eleventh chapter of Romans. Israel was a disobedient
and gainsaying people, but the Apostle asks, "Hath God cast away
His people? God forbid." Paul belonged to that people, but He
had not cast him away. So far from that, He had saved hi~ by
infinite grace, and He had saved the 7.000 in Elijah's time. So'
" at this present time there is a remnant of God's ancient people,
according to the election" of grace. The rest of His ancient people
are for the present judicially blinded. They are likened unto an
olive tree. Some of the branches are broken off, and Gentiles,
likened unto a wild olive tree, are graffed in amongst them. and
through grace they partake of the root and fatness of the olive tree.
But this is no ground for Gentile boasting. "Thou bearest not
the root, but the root thee." The ancient olive tree does not owe
its fruitfulness to Gentiles, but they owe their blessings to it. It is
in j\brahani; in his Sred that all the families of the earth are
blessed. "The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the
heathen (the nations) through faith. preached before the Gospel
unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed" (Gal.
iii. 8). The Gospel blessing foretold was justification, that blessing
that comes to believing Gentiles by grace, a blessing that comes to
them through Christ's death. this is the Gospel blessing that comes
to Gentiles. They are justified freely by God;s grace. through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. They are justified through His
blood. (See Rom. iii. 24; v. 9, 10.)

Abraham was justified by Christ's blood, just as Gentiles now
are justified, and" They which be of faith are blessed with faithful
Abraham/' " They which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham" (Gal. iii. 7-9). Thus'they are blessed or justified with
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Abraham. They are his children. If ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's children. " re are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. v. 28,
29). Surely, if they are all one family they are one body, all
baptised by the Spirit into one body.

Going back to Romans eleven/we see that Old Testament
believers and Gentile believers are one olive tree. Some of the
branches have been broken off, because of unbelief, but God is able
to graff them in again, and He will graff them in again to their
own olive tree. Their present judicial blindness is only "until the
fulness of the Gentiles be come in." Then" all Israel, shall be
saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer,
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob" (Rom. xi. 19-26).
Thus we see the oneness of the olive tree consisting of the Jew and
Gentile branches, past, present, and future, growing together on
one olive tree. Is not this the one body of the one Church in which
"There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither bond nor free,
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus"? (Gal. iii. 28).

ONE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE

Ye Gentile believers, remember that ye were Gentiles in the
flesh in time past. Ye were without Christ, aliens from the
Commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the covenants of promise,
having no hope5 and without God in the world. But now that ye
are by one Spirit baptised into the one body, though once far off,
ye are made nigh by the blood of Christ. He is our peace and He
'hath made both Jew and Gentile one, and made in Himself one
new man. He has reconciled both unto God by the cross, and
through His messengers He has preached peace. to you that were
far off and to them that were nigh, and through Him we both helVe
access or introduction by one Spirit unto the Father. Thus:re are
no more foreigners, but fellow-citizens with all the saints, and of the
hou'sehold of God--one family, and are built on the foundation of
the Apostles and prophets, Christ Himself being the chief corner
stone. In Him all the buildiVg, tidy framed together, groweth
unto an holy temple in the Lord: in Whom ye also are builded
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. Thus, as God
said to Israel alone, "I will walk among you, and will be your
God, and ye shall be My people," so now to all His people, Jew
and Gentile, it is said, "Ye are the temple of the living God; as
God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will
be their God, and they shall be My people." (Lev. xxvi. 12; 2 Cor.
vi. 16).

299The Gospel Magazine
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Thus we are surely taught that all the saved, from Adam
onwards, are ONE FLOCK, ONE OLIVE TREE, ONE BODY, ONE
SPIRITUAL TEMPLE and One Family. "There is one body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, Who is above
all, and through all, and in you all" (Ephes. iv. 4-6). "We bow
our knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom the
whole Family in heaven and earth is named." This great company
of God's chosen, called and justified people are already one. They
consist of all true believers, washed in the blood of the Lamb.
They constitute the on~-and only true Church of God, which He
hath purchased with His blood. They are the people of whom the
Apostle Paul speaks when he says, "We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose. For whom He, did foreknow, He also
did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom
He did predestinate, them He also called: and whom He called,
them He also justified: and whom He justified, them He also
glorified." Do you ask where these words are to be found? Open
your Bibles, dear friends, and turn to the eighth chapter of the great
Epistle to the Romans, and read verses. twenty-eight to thirty.
Nbte that all the called and the justified are destined to be glorified.
All those' who have been baptised into the one body, by the one
Spirit, and thus are members of the one Church purchased by
Christ's precious blood, are to be with Christ in heavenly glory.
They are to be with Him where He is. He is coming again to
receive them unto Himself, that where He is, there they may be also.
Here is something to hope for. Beyond all tlIe present troubles,
world wide, national, and domestic, the members of this one body
are bidden to look. "The grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness
and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious
appearing of our great God and ~aviour, Jesus Christ; Who gave
Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works"
(Titu:o :.i. 1.1-14).

What an infinite and eternal mercy if all we who read these lines
are amongst that great company whom Christ, when He comes,
shall welcome into His heavenly kingdom. Solemn, very solemn, is
the Word of Christ which tells us that some will be excluded.
He says, "There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye
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shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and J acob, and all the prophets
(Moses. Samuel, Isaiah Jeremiah, and all the other prophets), in
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out. And they shall
come from the east, and from the west, and from the north, and
from the south, and shall sit down ih the kingdom of God" (Luke
xiii. 28. 29).

In conclusion, note the teaching of these words of our Lord, just
quoted. Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob. and all the prophet; will be
seen in the kingdom. In addition. from the east, from the west,
from the north and from the south, a great multitude which no man
can number shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Thus, in spite of the growing rejection of Gospel truth,
Christ shall see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied. (See
Isa. liii. 11; Iv. 11.)

W hitington Vicarage, Stoke .Ferry.

King's Lynn, Norfolk.

THE EDITOR,

(Thomas Houghton).

JEALOUSY AS 110 THE PREACHING ONE HEARS

I WARN them everyone who loves his soul, to be very jealous as to tae
preaching he regularly hears, and the place of worship he regularly
attends. He who deliberately settles down under any ministry which is
positively unsound is a very unwise man. I will never hesitate to speak
my mind on this. point. I know well that many think it a shocking thing
for a man to forsake his parish church. I cannot see with the eyes of
such people. I draw a wide distinction between teaching which is
defe'Ciive and teaching which is thoroughly false, between teaching which
errs on the negative side, and teaching which is positively unscriptural.
But I do believe, if false doctrine is unmistakably preached in a parish
church, a parishioner who loves his soul is quite right in not going to that
parish church. To hear unscriptural teaching fifty-two days in every
year is a serious thing. It is a continual dropping of slow poison into'
the mind. I think it almost impossible for a man wilfully to submit
himself to it, and not take harm. I see in the New Testament we are
plainly told to .. prove all things," and .. hold fast that which is good"
(1 Thess. v. 21). I see in the Book of Proverbs that we are com
manded to .. cease to hear the instruction which causeth to er~ from the
paths of knowledge" (Prov. xix. 27). If these words do not justify a
man in ceasing to worship at a church, if positively false doctrine is
preached in it, I know not what words can.-K:nots Untied, by Bishop
J. C. Ryle, p. 451).

1
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10tlgrim 10aper6.
WELLSPRINGS

.. Yea, and certain women also 'of our company, made us astornished,
which Were eady at the sepulchre,"-LuKE xxiv. 22.

As our subject, under the enabling of the grac:ous Holy Spirit, is upon
.. certain women," in this sacred meditation, we desire to consider some
of those who, under the sweet influences of the Holy Spirit, were given
us as ensamples whereby we are called to follow them, even as they "
followed Christ, and were a pattern to all believers. .. Certain women
also of our company." What a beautiful expression we have here,
when we consider the graciousness in those who formed that little
.. company," and whom grace has separated from the world around
them! The mind reverts to many such in the Holy Word. How we
have loved to read of a Hannah, a Lydia, a Dorcas, Lois and Eunice,
Susannah, Ma.y. Martha the three Marys at the Cross, the poor widow
and her two mites (whose name is written in heaven), and the" woman"
whom the dear dying Saviour entrusted to John.. Oh, there are some
sweet and illuminating. lessons in the very mention of them, but we must
confine ollrselves to our particular subject at this time and seek the grace
of the Holy Spirit to enlighten our eyes and bless lhe meditation to our
own souls and those of our readers. I

~ .. Certain women als,p: of ,our compan))." Then they had their
appointed place and sphere, and the Lord is pleased to show us how He
can use me and all the weaker vessels of mercy to His Own glory. We
have proved the truth of this in our nation's history. How great women
have become under Divine providences, as we think of Florence Nightin
gale, Elizabeth Fry, Hannah More, Mary 5lessor, Helen Plumptree,
etc. But we must confine ourselves to our particular subject and its
hallowed associations.

.. Certain w'OImen Qf our company." What a blessed privilege to be f
of that" company" wilOse hearts the Lord hath touched, and whose one I .
desire is to be seeking for, and praising Jesus! Such meet together for
prayer and praise and gracious and edifying communications. They i(
desire to exalt the precious Name and call upon each other to .. Come
and hear what God the Lord is, and what He has done for my soul."
What upliftings do we enjoy from time to time when some dear and, up
to then, unknown writer tells of a little group around who meet for
prayer and worship and are bearing the dear Editor and his .. company"
upon their hearts. The unworthy .. R" had two letters recently from
·some such, and felt how, the Lord had timed their testimony and
encouraged His poor, weak and unworthy servant. I have often thought,
when under like circumstances, of that Scripture which goes to outwit all
the devices of the great enemy of souls and "when men say there is a cast-

r
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ing down the, Lord says there is a lifting up." Our God times His visits
to His way-weary s:!'ints. There is much which tends to cast down the
saints of God, but their God is everwatching over them, caring for them,
and will never permit a temptation or trial to overtake beyond that they
are able to bear, and .. will with the temptation make a way of escape
that they will be able to bear it." Oh, our God is a God full of
compassion: all-pitiful, all-powerful, and with all and every resource at
'command. What can He not, DJill He not do for His poor and needy
and dependent people! Then think, dear people of God, of His great
condescension in using such feeble and weak instruments as He does.
What were these .. certain women" in and of themselves? Just as
weak and frail as any others. What were their qualifications, but the
J;ich grace of God which enabled them to love and serve one another?
Their love was in the Lord, and hence to, His brethren. It was the
sweet knowledge imparted by the Holy Spirit that they had passed from
death unto life, which wrought in them their love to His members. And
this love actuated theirs, as it does all the lives of the family of grace,
that they love and serve one another.

Certain DJomen of our company. What an indication we have in
that sentence! .. Certain women;' and of a special •• company" !
These had their ministry allotted to them, and endowing grace to fit them
for their service. They were devoted to their calling; their love for their
Lord was evinced in their lives and actions, and the seal of approval
marked their ministry by magnanimous grace. Oh, what must have been
the feelings of that self-righteous, censorious Pharisee when he heard
those tender, .peace-speaking words of Jesus which He spake to him of
her who had .. st<5od at His feet behind Him, weeping, and began to
wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head,
and kissed His feet and anointed them with ointment. The gracious
God of heaven and earth can ever recognise His Own work in the soul
and accept it-aye, and in His gracious condescension will have it seen
by tho~ around although not in the secret. And oh, the sweetness of
His word of approv,,1 for such! .. 0 DJiwnan! great is thy faith"!
Seest then this womail? A certain woman, one w\lOse heart the Lord
had touched and captivated and perhaps could not sp~ak of Him, but
would have died for Him. Oh, what a drawing, compelling love is
the love of Jesus to sin-sick souls! Ok, the mercy of having a felt need
of Him, the Friend of sinners!

One word before we close on the appropriating and selecting company.
Certain DJomen of our company! Ah, there is the secret! God's
redeemed people are of one company. They have been translated by
grace out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His dear Son.
Their desire is one, they have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness. Their faces are set Zionward, their steps are hastening
.. toward the sunrising," and their anticipations and hopes are all centred
upon their glorious Redeemer and King Whom they describe as .. all



J

304 The Gospel Magazine

the glory of ImmqnueI's land," Whom they long to see. For the most
part theirs is now a lonely lot, and, like the dear oIet' patriarch. they cry,
" My company before is gone, and I am left alone with Thee." But
they, like wrestling Jacob. will prevail. Grace will hold them fast all
the way, bring them on their pilgrimage, and land them safe Home at
last. No longer the loneliness of the" two or three," but one vast and
glorious company, one and all testifying of the redeeming blood which
bought them, the precious love which kept them, and has brought them
to His Father's Home above, with the glad, "Behold, I and the

. children whom Thou hast given Me" (lsa. viii. 18). I
Dear reader! Say, is it not an unspeakable mercy to be taught by '1,"

sovereign grace that every elect vessel of mercy is one of a certain '
company, separated from the world, bought at such an intrinsic price as
the precious blood, and brought Home to the Father's house, and there
with that innumerable throng around the throne will sing throughout the
countless ages of eternity, Worthy the Lamb! Let us close our subject
at this time in the prayerful desires that each one of us may have been
blessed under this meditation. Let us search our own hearts as to the
company we would most· long for and seek. The Apostles knew the
sweetness of keeping their" own company," and the blessing which fol-
lowed as they spake of, and sought for, Him Who has always promised
to grace such little gatherings by being " in their midst." His redeemed
people are ever a separate people. They are of one company, they have
()Jle aim, one desire, and one hope. They can find no fellowship with
the world, nor the unfruitful works -of darkness, but desire to be instant
in season in speaking together of Him they love, and with Whom they
hope to spend a blissful eternity in singing the praises of the all-worthy
Lamb Who sought them. bought them at such tremendous cost, kept
them all their lives, and Who brought them safe Home at last.

R.

.. Np wider is the gate,
- No broader is the way,

No smoother is the ancient path
That leads to light and day.

.. No lighter is the load
Beneath whose weight we cry,

No tllmer grows the rebel flesh,
Nor less our enemy.

" No sweeter is the cup,
Nor less our lot of ill;

'Twas tribulation ages since,
'Tis tribulation still." (Dr. H. Bonar).



The Gospel Magazine 305

,
i•

~..

~trmon6' anlJ ~ote5 of ~trmons.

DIVINE FORGIVENESS

A SERMON PREACHED AT ST. MARY-LE-PORT CHURCH, BRISTOL,

BY THE LATE REV. lAMES ORMISTON, RECTOR.

PART 11.

.. Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto' thee, Until seven times; but, Until
seventy times seven."-MATTHEW xviii. 22.

THEN, dear friends, think of the thoroughness of the Lord's forgiveness.
How many figures are used in Holy Scripture to teach us the character
of the Divine forgiveness, many figures, but we will only touch on a
few of them. To my own mind the most forcible is the blotting out in
the 44th chapter of Isaiah, and the 22nd verse, the blotting out, or
the wiping. out. The idea is as you would wipe off a slate, completely
effacing what had been written upon it so that no one could afterwards
trace a solitary line, jot, or tittle, of that which had been recorded there,
so the precious blood of the Lord 1esus in the virtue of it, in the appIica~

tion of it, the cleansing away of the blackest guilt and sin recorded
again9t the people of God. .. I have blotted out." Now this signifies
.. blotting out" in the case of justification-" I have blotted out asa
thick cloud thy transgressions "-1 have done it. And God seems to
take to Himself a title when He says, .. I, even I, am He That blotteth
out thy transgressions, for Mine Own sake, and will not remember thy
sins." There seems to me some difference between pardon and forgive~

ness. Pardon seems to me to apply more particularly to the punishment
of sin. Pardon is the removing of the punishment due to sin, while
forgiveness seems to be quite something else, even an act of the heart.
There may be, you know, the pardon of the person without the heart
being in the least moved by way of forgiveness of the person pardoned;
it is quite possible. The Royal prerogative is exercised often in the
remission of punishment. The Sovereign acts simply upon the advice of
his or her ministers. The Sovereign may know little or nothing whatever
about the circumstances, but simply that there is a paper to be signed,
and the Sovereign will constitutionally take the advice of his own advisers
and the thing will be carried out; but as to the actual merits of the
matter in the forgiving of the transgressor, that is quite another thing.
Now I think in this ca~ of forgiveness we have to do, as justified sinners
we have to do, with One Who bestows upon us not the remission of
punishment, that has been settled, that question was settled when we were
first brought to the Lord, when we were brought into judgment and there
confessed ourselves lost, and then He showed us Himself, His full
salvation; and gave us the confidence that He'had for ever put away,

. forever put away, the punishment so far as our suffering was concerned,

."~.'.'•..'.~'•.'.•.x
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having punished our Substitute in our place. But now that does not
touch the question of our having a sense of His forgiveness in our souls
as believers. We cQme to Him now as children, as sons and daughters
to a Father, Who has begotten us again unto a living hope by the
resurrection of His dear Son from the dead, and we see in our risen
Saviour our justification. .. He was delivered for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification." And so it is we see in Him our
justification. But that 'does not touch the question of our practical sin
from day to day, and what we want is a personal sense of the forgiveness
of our sins as they are the sins of children, as they are the sins of God's
dear children who have sinned against their Father, and what we need is
our Father's forgiveness. He is not going to punish us, We need not go
to Him in the slavish idea that He is going to punish us, that is settled.
The 14th chapter of Hosea settles that point. "I will heal their back
sliding, I will love them freely; for Mine anger is turned away from
Him "-" Mine anger is turned away from Him" Who took their
place. My anger is turned away in righteousness, and therefore the
question of sin as between God and His people is a thing of the past.
He dealt with it upon Jesus, and Jesus was forsaken, and made a curse
as an example of God's wrath in Him. The Passion-Psalms-how
they teach us the depths of the agony of the Redeemer's soul when He
was made a Sacrifice for guilty sinners. Now God says, Come to
Me, My child-you have sinned against light, you have sinned against
love, grace and truth; what you need is to come to Me, because you
cannot be happy unless you do. I love you too well to allow you to
be happy in any such conduct. And therefore He brings His children
to His feet, and therefore He, by His love, works in their hearts such
a sense of their vileness that never are they so vile in their sight as when
the love of Cod is so shed abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost. I
never see sin, we never see sin, so exceedingly sinful as when I am quite
sure that He has blotted out my sins. It is not the thunders of the law,
but it is the still small voice of mercy that melts my heart. I daresay
you find it the same, dear friends in Christ. Well, now He has blotted
out, as far as justification is concerned, once and for ever the whole black
cloud of His Church's guilt. And He wil! blot out of the conscience of
each one of His people a sense of this guilt, but it must be sued for, it
must be pleaded for, cried earnestly for, by a penitent people at the
footstool of Divine grace if it is to be enjoyed. That, then, I think, is
so suitable in the Lord's teaching this morning that He should tell us
that at any time in the day, apy time in the night, any number of times.
He is accessible to receive you on these terms anti to hear the cQnfession
of your hearts, and to seal home upon your souls the renewal of His
love. Yes, He has blotted out, or washed out, or cancelled, your sin.
And then there are several passages which speak of His casting it out,

o casting this sin of His pccple behind His back. The sins of God's
people are not before God's face. We may say, and must say, because
we feel it, " My sin is ever before me," but it would not be true to say,
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.. My sin is ever before Thee," that would not be true o~' the Church of
God. God has once for all said that He has cast her iniquities behind
His back. And He will not· search for them again. .. I have blotted
them out, I have wiped them out, every record of them." So that there
is nothing against the people of God in God's Book, in ·God's Book of
jUitification, nothing. It is a fair page, unsullied, unstained, untarnished,
just as God would have it, and on that beautful page without blot or
blemish stand the names of God's people. The Lamb's Book it is
called because it is the Atonement Book. The Lamb's Book-always
think of the blood, always associate that title, the Lamb, with atonement,
and therefore it is said that the names of God's people are in the Lamb's
Book of Life. It is the Book of A tonement, and when God sees that
blessed stainless Book He sees His people there without blemish or spot
or wrinkle, as He would have them to be. But so long as they are down
here in the flesh, in the body, and exposed to the poisonous atmosphere
of a world that lieth in the wicked one, their consciences need to be
cleansed over and over again, to be cleansed by the sprinkling of the
blood of the Lamb. No, He will not remember the sins of His people.
God delights in this work of forgetting, judicially forgetting everything
that is agaimt His people. God delights to think only of those things that
are for His people, and that make for His people's joy, happiness, and
peace, and salvation. .. I know the thoughts that I think toward you"
that is a soliloquy, God is speaking to Himself. God does speak to
Himself about His saints. A book of remembrance is written before
Him, and His eyes are constantly upon that book of remembrance which
concerns those that think upon His Name, who love His Name, who fear
His Name, and· who find happiness in conversing with fellow-believers
concerning His Name. .. Then they that feared the Lord spake often
one to another." I say the Lord's soliloquises with these words, .. I
know the thoughts that I think toward you, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected end.". Who expected it? Oh, God has
set His heart upon this thing, for He has set His heart on this glorious
end of bringing a people to the knowledge of Himself, washing them
effectually in the blood of atonement, and finally presenting them before
His presence with exceeding joy. This is the end, and this thing God
will not be diverted from. Satan has long endeavoured to thwart God's
end, but the counsel of God's end will be found effected. There shall
be trouble coming. There is a great sifting time coming. Knowledge is
going to increase marvellously in the earth and there will be much perse
cution, much temptation, much purging of the saints, much putting to the
proof of the work of grace in the hearts and lives of God's people.
But this-" thou shalt stand in thy lot, or, portion, at the end of thy
days" satisfied Daniel, and it is equally true-of all the Lord's beloved
ones. .. 0 man greatly beloved"-that is true of every believer
greatly beloved of the Lord, loved with a singular; a changeless, an ever
lasting love. 0 man, greatly beloved of the Lord, thou shalt stand in
thy lot, whatever thou goest through in the meantime, whatever of deep
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waters thou ~ust pass through, .~ thou shalt stand in thy lot at the end of
the days." And all this due to His forgiveness of our sins, and that
His forgiveness-is due to the precious blood of Jesus. Oh, how we
ought to value the blood. Oh, how we ought to exalt its efficacy in our
testimony that others may be led to wash and be clean, that they may see
what joy it is to have peace with God as we ourselves have it. ..

pear friends, may we carry about with us'this blessed truth of having
access every day .. four hundred and ninety times" (to say nothing
more) to the Lord Jesus about our consciences, about our failings, and
sins, Who is always ready, ready to pardon, multiplying to pardon.
.. Come unto Me" all the day long He has on His lips to say to us,
.. Come unto Me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give
you rest."

THE CERTAINTY OF CHRIST'S FINAL TRIUMPH

WHATEVER may happen, whatever may take place, the plan of salvation
guarantees this, that the kingdom of God is coming and the Lord of
lords is going to triumph and prevail. Let me emphasise this. There
will be times when it will be almost impossible to believe this-when
almost the very elect themselves will be .deceived and lose heart and
hope. But the New Testament prepares us for all that. It tells us that
it wiIllook at certain periods as if God is defeated, but that we know for
certain that God will triumph and prevail. The end is sure, .. Jesus
shall reign" beyond a doubt and peradventure.

Very well; what is the business and the function of the Gospel and
its preaching in the meantime? This is where we ultimately deal with
the original question. The business of the Gospel in the meantime is not
to try to improve the world gradually. The world is never going to be
gradually improved and increasingly improved-that is the error aQ,d
foolishness of those who wonder why the world is as it is after two
thousand years of Gospel preaching. The New. Testament tells us that
it will be like that. The business of the Gospel is not to improve the
world generally; it is to take hold of men and women individually
out of that world and put them into the kingdom of God; it is to take
hold of you and me in this world which is under the wrath and the
damnation and condemnation of God, and save us out of it before it is
finally destroyed. It is to gather out God's people, it is to take out the
fulness of the Gentiles and the fulness of the Jews; it is to separate
God's peculiar people, it is to take us one by one out of this present evil
world and put us there in the everlasting and eternal kingdom. So that
we see clearly that the Gospel has not failed. The Gospel has never
promised that the world is going to be better and better; it has simply
stated that the world will remain evil until it is ultimately destroyed, and
that we are saved out of it.-DR. D. MARTYN LLOYD-JONES.
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THE IRISH CARPENTER
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LIVING in the south of Ireland, .there was once a poor man called
Timothy Mahoney. This man was a carpenter by trade, with very little
education; indeed, beyond being able to read, Timothy knew very little
outside his own craft. That suited well with his religion, however, for
Timothy was a strict Roman Catholic, and the priests of the Roman
Church everywhere always try to keep people as ignorant as they can,
because then they are much more likely to believe all that the priests
teach them.

In the town where Timothy lived there was a Protestant church, and
one day the carpenter was sent for to mend some of the seats. I expect
when Timothy entered the plain little building, he would look round with
a good deal of surprise. Could this be a church? With no pictures on
the walls, no images of the Virgin Mary or the saints, no crucifixes, no
holy water, not even the lingering smell of incense? He would think it
was a queer kind of place to worship in. But he went to work with his
tools, and got the seats mended. A book had been left lying in one of
the pews, and Timothy regarded it with some curiosity. .. It's no harm
there'd be at all in me just looking at the inside of it," said the carpenter
to himself. He picked it up with some hesitation, and in turning over
the leaves, he was suddenly arrested by the sight of his own name! This
was very strange and bewildering; how did the book come to know about
Timothy the carpenter? Yes, his name was in the heading along the top
of the page, and when he came to read the beginning of that section. 'he
found it was all addressed to someone named Tirpothy. Of course the
book was a Bible, and Timothy Mahoney had lighted on Paul's Epistle
to Timothy. But would you believe it, the poor man really thought the
book was written to him himself!

Timothy read the whole epistle with not much understanding, but the
deepest interest, forgetting entirely that it was a Protestant book he was
reading. But he could not stay there all day, so he packed his tools and
prepared to go. Yet how could he leave the book behind? It had a
great fascination for him. So at last he asked someone in authority (the
chapel-keeper, perhaps) if he could borrow the volume. .. Yes, if you'll
bring it back on Saturday, ready for Sunday," was the answer. Away
went the carpenter, with the precious book in his keeping.

Saturday came, but Timothy had not got-very far on in his reading,
though he had spent all his spare time at it. So he begged for an
extension of the loan. This went on for weeks; Timothy fetched the

.book on Monday mornings and returned it on Saturday nights.

There is a verse in the Psalms which says, .. The entrance of Thy
Word giveth light." It happened so with Timothy Mahoney. There is
no doubt that Timothy's name was one of those written in the Lamb's
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Book of Life; so when the time came for God to show His mercy to the
carpenter, He sent him in the ordinary course of his work to find the
copy of the Scriptures which was to be the means of blessing t~ him.
All this time Timothy had kept the matter to himself; but now he could
contain himself no longer. He made up his mind at last to go and see
Mr. Wilson, the Protestant curate. He told him how he had been
borrowing the book and reading it. He said he had found out from the
book that he was a great sinner; but he had also found that there was a
great Saviour to Whom he could come. Then, in his simple way, he
spoke of how he felt the Saviour's love, and with great feeling he dwelt
on all that the Lord Jesus had gone through both in life and death to
save him from destruction'. Of course, Mr. Wilson was filled with
thankfulness to hear all this, and he welcomed Timothy most warmly into
the fellowship of saints.

But when the carpenter made up his mind to see the Protestant clergy
man, he knew that he was taking a very decided step. Everybody soon
knew wqat had happened, and all his friends and relatives turned on
poor Mahoney. It would have been bad enough if they had merely
forsaken him; they did much worse, for a most bitter persecution arose.
They even set upon him and beat him more than once. On one occasion
they actually broke his ribs with their violence. All his trade was taken
from him, and the poor carpenter was reduced to extreme poverty. But
Timothy endured it all bravely, and he felt so full of thankfulness to the
Saviour Who had borne so much for him that he really did seem to'
count it all joy to suffer for His sake.

,Of course, Mr. WiIson and his wife were very anxious to help
Mahoney; but nothing would induce him to live on charity. He was
most steadfast in his principle that 'he must earn the bread he ate. So
he wandered from place to place looking for work, and for a time the
Wilsons lost sight of him.

Then one day Mr. Wilson, in riding out to the country, came 'across
Timothy quite worn out and spent with his struggle-but still rejoicing
in the Lord. The clergyman insisted on bringing him back to the town,
and there he managed to get him some work. The Prote'stant community
all tried to give him work, for Timothy's brave witness had won him
much sympathy. But in spite of much kindness from fellow-Christians,
the carpenter never rose above great poverty. It could be said of this
poor man, however, that" in a great trial of affliction the abundance of
his joy abounded"; for there never was such a man so entirely content
and even rejoicing in the midst of want. Mrs. Wilson, the minister's
wife, had such a regard for his heavenly-mindedness that she used to

. ! ask him to come and pray among her little ones; and when the Lord took
His servant from his poor lodging to be with Him for ever in the
mansions. of His House, there was much mourning in the little church.'

Such was the grace of God to Timothy Mahoney, calling him by his
name, and saying unto him, "Thou art Mine." DAMARIS.

L
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THE BIBLE AND THE CRITICS

I DO not know the author of the following lines; they were passed on
to me some time ago, and they may not be inapt if I read them here:

In England of old when the Pope led our leaders
The Bible was burned at the stake with its readers;
But, strange to relate, that in spite of disast~r

The Truth only flourished and grew all the faster;
The fires and the rack and the nameless I'erditions
Increased the demand for still further editions;
And so by degrees men could not help learning
That the Bible could not be demolished by burning;
And as to this day some both read and defend it,
The m6dernist critics have offered to mend it.
The Pentateuch ought to be quite up to date,
S«} they tell us what Moses omitted to state.
They say that his beautiful mythical poem
Was culled from the books any heathen might sho~ him;
Thus paving the way for a critical plan
To revise the creation and making of man.
No rules are required and no facts need be weighed,
For they say, in the first place, that man wasn't made;
And there was no beginning to speak of at- all,
And not much creation, and for certain,' no fall.
But though they have shaken our centre of gravity,
They haven't explained away human depravity.
On one point there should not be any division,
And that is that. man or the book needs revision.
And this, maybe why they the Bible condemn,
Because as it stands it will criticise them.
Now I quite understand that one critic designed
To bring the Book down to the ordinary mind.
And having gone over his works one by one,
I set down below what he seems to have done.
He made the first stroke, and such a sharp pen is his,
That in the beginning he cut away Genesis;
Then Exodus, feared for the facts it imposes,
Is bidden to take its departure with Moses;
The law of dislike demands that Leviticus
Be sacrificed wholly to satisfy Criticus;
While Numbers is reckoned as bristling with errors,
And falleth a victim to critical terrors. -
By a statute repealed, farewell Deuteronomy,
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And goodbye to all the Mosaic economy.
It seems to be quite a delightful diversion
And really so easy revising a version;

, So, follow our friends, and behold them with wonder,
Seize hold on Isaiah and saw him asunder;
If that's not enough, their number increases
Who will chop up the prophet in quite little pieces.
Then Daniel, escaping the den of the lions,
In the den of the critics is held at defiance;
And though Jeremiah is allowed to go wailing,
It is doubted if Jonah ever went whaling.
And it's certain thM Scholarship could not but alter
The authorship, dates and the place of the Psalter.
What is left of the Bible by this great revision
I will not suggest for fear of derision.
But this I will say, If the old Book is true,
It is wonderful what it has managed to do. ~.

But if i,t is false then the marvel increases I

That it lasted so long without going to pieces. I
And if, being true, it mended,men's morals,
Enlightened their lives and healed up their quarrels, I
How comes it that falsehood and fable and blunder,
Have done the same thing and made the world won'der?
Again: men have died for the truth of the Bible- l
Were they heroes? Shall I not be penning a libel t
If I say that they suffered from foolish delusions,
And went to the stake for mistaken conclusions?
But, stranger than all-must this be conceded,
That He Who from God and the Father proceeded,
To conquer by death. the kingdom of terrors,
Was wholly deceived by a book full of errors?
N ever once from His lips fell the slightest suggestion
That one word of the Scriptures was open to question;
Never once did He say that the Book was misleading,
Or warn men -against a too literal reading; ,
But the jot and the tittle, the Prophets and Moses,
The Psalms and all that the Scripture imposes,
Should all be fulfilled; and if HE believed it,
Shall they be ashamed who from Him received it,
Who, resting their hope on the Word of salvation,
Declare it was given by God's inspiration? (/

-Quoted by Pastor John Wilmot, Pastor of
/jighgate RJo>o.d Baptist Chapel, London, in a

. sermon in Toronto on May 18th, 1947.
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THE COMING STORM: ITs QAUSE AND BACKGROUND. By'the Rev.
Murdoch Camp1:>ell, M.A. P.p, 49, Price Is. 6d. (From
the author, 41, Havelock Street, Glasgow, W. 1).

THE author of this pamphlet is the minister of Partick Highland Free
Church, Glasgow. About two years ago he was travelling through
H'ighland scenes in company with a distinguished scholar of evangelical
outlook.' In conversation he ventured the question: .. If you were a
Christian minister, what theme would you most emphasise in these
times?" The answer was, .. The Biblical doctrine of evil, of course.
We should always remember that the whole of Revelation, as well as
God's adions in time, are intimately related to the presence of evil in
the world." Influenced by this thought, the author has written this
pamphlet. In the preface he says, .. He no longer doubts but that this
age of atomic science, political ideology, moral collapse, and grave
religious decline, has brought us to the brink of a chasm from which, as
it appears, it is impossible to retreat. We lack both the spiritual power
and the moral resource to do so. This booklet is meant to serve as a red
light which might prepare some fellow-travellers. for the coming disaster.
It might also lead them to pray that the God Who rules the nations
might still work a miracle of mercy to prevent what we fear is so
imminent. His will be done." In. the language of the preface the
author .. seeks to give a historical bird's-eye view of objective evil."
Then he .. deals with the outstanding but wholly superficial and inade
quate modern theories of evil." Then he states what" he believes to be
the Biblical view of thiS dread theme."

We subjoin a few quotations from the pamphlet to indicate the line
the author takes. He says, .. The second Psalm might have been
written in 1939 outside the German Chancellory, or in 1948 outside the
Kremlin in Moscow" (p. 4).

".. We can discern, however, that failing an amendment of manners,
and a penitent return to God for mercy, another new and terrifying
affliction is coming to man. For our generation the sun appears to be
sinking fast in a stormy sea., Abounding iniquity is preparing a pathway
for' God's strange work,' because a short work will the Lord make
on the earth" (p. 9).

.. Calvinism is nothing more nor less than the methodical arrangement
of the factual content of that Revelation which God gives of Himself in
the Bible. Its even greater insistence on the sovereignty of God, His
righteousness, and manifest graciousness, provides a true spiritual founda
tion for man. The politics. of Calvinism are intensely democratic and
humane because they are Scriptural. Man as a being under God, and

/

\
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accountable to Him, has certain great personal rights which he would do
well to guard and prize. In the higher sphere of destiny and conscience
man hall. the full right to approach God in his own person through
Christ; and to exercise .his private judgment in every matter affecting his
life and spiritual well-being. Roman Catholicism is, on its own pro~

fession, naked totalitarianism which has largely no basis in the teachings
of Christ" (p. 15) .

.. What the world needs today are men strong enough, • selfish '
enough, and Christian enough, to rule over us in the fear of God, llnd
to deprive us, in our physical and moral interests, of such fundamentally
selfish ' pleasures,' as the gambling menace, the criminal ·influence of the
cinema, the degenerating effects of the drink traffic, and the low con~

ceptions of life often reflected in popular radio broadcasts" (p. 19).

.. Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone that
believeth." By this righteousness imputed to man by sovereign love, and
received by the faith which God gives, he is no longer a criminal at the
bar, but a son in good standing in the household of God (p. 30).

Speaking generally, this excellent pamphlet emphasises the awful
character of evil, both in the world at large and in the' professing
Church, and the author rightly suggests that further more terrible divine
judgments may come upon us, both for our national and our ecclesiastical
SillS.

HE IS OF ONE MIND

DAVID'S intention (as in 2 Sam. xviii. 3) was to go into the battle
himself, but the people besought him not to. , .. Thou art worth ten
thousand of us," they said: the loss of their king would be more
disastrous than the slaughter of half the army. Would he not stay
behind, and succour them out of the city? If they knew that he was
safe, and would be there when they came back from their onerous and
appalling duty, what an incentive it would be! .. Succour out of the
city" would mean supplies, counsel, the consuming interest, hopes and
prayers of a warm-hearted and devoted king. David yielded to their
wish: he stayed behind to wait and look for their victorious return.
•• Succour out of the city" of God, where Christ is King, is what His
people need in their fight for faith, in the labour and weariness' of the
march, in the engagement of the soul with opposing forces. We cannot
say that He is worth ten thousand of us, for no comparison'is possible.
He sends help from the sanctuary and strength out of Zion, some word
of truth and promise, or the repetition of it: some greater confidence in
prayer, or some comforting answer, some fellowship with saints, some
sense of acceptance, whtch means forgiveness, or other quiet message of
peace and hope.

David yielded to his people's wish and remained behind. Elisha
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(unwillingly) yielded to the persistencies of the sons of the prophets,
when they asked him to let them go and look for the body of Elijah.
Elisha knew that such a search was ).lseless, but" they urged him till he
was ashamed, and he said, Send." They went on their futile journey,
and only brought on themselves the reproof of the prophet. If they. had
had some becoming deference, they, would have accepted the prophet's
first refusal.

I looked into the Acts to see how often, if ever, Paul yielded to those
desires of his friends which opposed his own. In chapter 18 they wanted
him to stay longer in Ephesus, but .. he consented not." He bade them
farewell, with promise, God willing, to come back. He Was in Ephesus
again and in the great uproar about the glory of Diana, and would have
risked his life by rushing into the middle of the tumult, 'but .. the
disciples suffered him not," and certain of the chief of Asia sent unto
him desiring him that he would not adventure himself into the theatre,
and so he was saved, for hi,s time was not come. But he had his own
way in chapter 21. Again they besought him not to expose himself to
the will of his enemies-not to go to Jerusalem. But he only said that
their entreaties broke his heart: he must go to Jerusalem. .. And when
he would not be persuaded," they could only say, .. The will of the
Lord be done." Paul's soul burned within him; he would labour, he
would die for the Lord Je~us. How steadfastly the Lord set His face to
go to Jerusalem, though He knew what awaited Him at the hands of
wicked men. Nothing was permitted to stand in the way of .. the decease
which He must accomplish" there. His eyes looked right on until they
closed on Calvary. They took Him down from the cross and buried
Him. But nothing could prevent His rising-His being seen by those
who loved Him. He ate with them, He talked with them, He walked

• with them. On one wonderfl;ll occasion "He !fade as though
He would have gone further, but they constrained Him,
saying, Abide with us, and He went in to tarry with them," Surely in
this our time, the day is far spent, and it feels at times as if He was to
pass our door, but He is the same as He was at Emmaus. The
Comforter will teach us how to constrain Him, and He will come in and
tarry, and if only for a little time, we shall have joy.

I FOLLOWER-ON.

ATHEISM is folly, and atheists are the greatest fools in n~ture; for they
see there is a world that could not make itself, and yet they will not own
there is a god that made it.-MATTHEW HENRY.

GOD is nflt only the Author of all being, but the Fountain of life and
Spring of motion. Dead matter would be for ever dead, if He did not
quicken it.-MATTHEW HENRY.

"

,
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THE INROADS OF WORLDLINESS UPON CHRISTIAN
WORSHIP AND' WORK

By THE LATE REv. J. E. SAMPSON

(A Word to Ministers in 1878)

(Continued)

But the evil grows. The line of demarcation becomes still less
distinct. The godly appear more worldly, and the worldly adopt the
form of godliness. So the Spirit of God is grieved, and quenched.
Joining with the enemy (for the .world in its fairest and most religious
form is still the enemy of God), we lose the presence and the power of
the Holy Spirit. The concert becomes, by a religious euphony, the
.. service of song," Then there is the religious dialogue, or the repre
sentation of some Scripture story, or the recital of some tale or story-book.
And then, if the parts be spoken, 'why may they not be acted? and if
acted, why not with the required costume and scenic surroundings? So
we have the amateur theatre.

Some of us were startled, some time ago, by a letter which appeared
in our Church Sunday School magazine, in which it was stated, that in
a certain tOWH the .. recitations and hymns, and glees, which alternated
with the speeches of the clergy, teachers, and friends, began to be some
what tame." The young people began to sigh after .. recitations in
character dress," and the taste for the sensational grew until, the writer
stated, .. there is not a school in the town without its complement of
movable stage, curtains, footlights, and other requisites of theatrical
performance." Seriousness appears to have become intolerable, and
ordinary theatre plays and burlesques (with the oaths expunged) were
enacted by Sunday School teachers and scholars for the sole purpose of •
exciting laughter' and fun, and not unseldom resulting in wickedness.

There is something very shocking in this, but it illustrates the power
which worldliness obtains, when it is suffered to enter upon our worship
and our work. The clergyman imagines that he can control and direct
the worldly element which he admits, but by and by his oWn spirituality
is deadened, and he succumbs with the people whose worldliness he has I

encouraged. I
I cannot help venturing to suggest the. inquiry, as bearing strongly on,

the subject before us, whether there is not danger of this kind in the
ground often taken by our Temperance Societies. The world joins
actively in the work, and forms its chief element. Religion alone will
not, it is affirmed, draw the vicious within its circle. A platform is
needed upon which the most degraded may be induced to appear.
Entertainments and amusements are the inducing influence. The
spirituality of the Christian heart is endangered by worldly alliance in a
confessedly good work. There is no good work which, as it appears to
me, needs a more vigilant and godly jealousy than the Temperance
cause.
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It is true that the object for which all this worldly organisation is set
on foot may be to gain the presence of worldly and wicked people by
amusement, that we may gain their ear for the Gospel. But is this the
method which God has anywhere, by precept or example, given to us?
And is it not true that such methods are more likely to lead our godly
young people into evil, than to rescue the careless from their danger?
Do not the entertainments, and the preparation which they require, tend
to suppress the anxiety of a troubled soul rather than to quicken and to
satisfy it? and to deaden the spiritual life of the people of God rather
than to sanctify their hearts? A clergyman, who had great success in
the formation of Temperance Public Houses, and who worked them by
means of his churchworkers, wa~ asked if he did not find the intercourse
of his godly and spiritual young people with the unconverted in their
·amusements have an injurious effect upon them. His reply was, .. I am
afraid I have not many of that class in my church." Was not this a
natural though a very sad result?

We must not fo;get what the world is. It is evil. It is opposed to
God. Its fallen character is unchanged. It is still true that" whosoever
would be the friend of the world maketh himself an enemy of God."
We cannot fight for our God if we take common ground with His
adversary. The great dragon who will be developed in the last times, is
distinctlysaid to deceive-to deceive the whole world. We need to be
on our guard. .. Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father
is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted fr.om the DJorld."

Surely it is no part of the duty of the ministers of Christ to provide
amusements for His enemies, or to furnish their entertainments... Shouldst

_thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord!" The men
with whom, and for whose entertainment, we sing, are perishing, and the
lips which amuse them are bidden to minister only .. grace to the
hearers." The ministers and followers of Christ are not a moral police
set to keep men from that which will be a discomfort to them, or a danger
to the community. We have to save men's souls, and we have to feed
the sheep of Christ; and this is not done by joining Christ and Shake
speare, or by readings from Paul and Dickens, nor by songs, comic or
sacred, but by the pure Gospel of Christ, the sincere milk of the Word.
It was not by such strange alliances as these that our Whitefields and
our Wesleys, our Cecils and our Romaines carried on so successfully
the work of the Lord in their days. Their motto was rather that of the
Apostle Paul, .. I determined not to know anything among you, save
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."

My brethren in the ministry, let us take high ground. The whole
world is guilty and condemned before God. There is no power, but the
power of the Holy Ghost, that can turn one soul to God. There is no
instrument which the Holy Ghost uses but the faithful and pure Gospel
of Christ. Let us have faith in that-let us have faith in HIM. Let us .

\
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mingle no husks of a far country with the Manna which came down from
heaven. Let us remember the holy jealousy of t~e greatest evangelist
who ever preached, lest he should, even by wisd.om of words or by
excel/enc]) of speech, make the Gospel of Christ of none effect. With
him in his blessed work there were no ernticing words of man's wisdom,
much less were there foolish talking or jesting. He had faith in the
Gospel, he had faith in the Holy Ghost, and his speech and his
preaching were in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.

Our worldly expedients may be the wisdom of men, but the Gospel is
the power of God. Our simple preaching of the Word may seem to be
a failure, it may not attract numbers; but" it shall accomplish that which
r please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."

. To all brethren in the Lord I say, there IS danger in these worldly
expedients. They may seem, in the wisdom of the world, to do good in
the world. But listen not to the enticing voice. It is the voice of him
that .. sinneth from the beginning" whispering his deceitful promise stilI,
.. ye shall be as gods, knowing good and eviL" There may seem to be
no harm in these things. There may seem to be much good in them.
So the forbidden fruit appeared to Eve, .. a tree to be desired to make
one wise."

Let me intreat brethren to beware of .. that old serpent, called the
devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world."

.. If after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled ~herein and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than
the beginning."

THE JUDGE STANDETH BEFORE THE DOOR.

UNITY, QUIET AND ORDER

UNITY, quiet, and order among professing Christians are mighty
blessings. They give strength, beauty, and efficiency to the cause of
Christ. But even gold may be bought too dear. Unity which is obtained
by the sacrifice of truth is worth nothing. It is not the unity which
pleases God. The Church of Rome boasts loudly of a unity which
does not deserve the name. It is unity which is obtained by taking away
the Bible from the people, by gagging private judgment, by encouraging
ignorance, by forbidding men to think for themselves. Like the
exterminating warriors of old, the Church of Rome .. makes a solitude
and calls it peace." There is quiet and stillness enough in the grave,
but it is not the quiet of health, but of death. It was the false prophets
who cried" Peace" when there was no peace.-Bishop ]. C. RYLE in

•Knots Untied (p. 454).
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THE AGED PILGRIMS' FRIEND SOCIETY

READERS of this Magazine will remember the appeal for nursing staff
which the Editor kindly permitted to appear in the issue of January last,
and they will be interested to know that as a direct response to it the
Committee have been enabled to make the appointment of Matron for
the" John E. Hazeltop Memorial" Nursing Section of the Hornsey
Rise Home. Miss C. T allach, who has been appointed, is of a 'family
who are in full sympathy with the doctrinal basis of the Society. She is
on the Scottish Register and had war-time experience as a Sister in an
Emergency Hospital. It is trusted that God may bless her labours for
the Society to the comfort and greater ease of many of His aged and
afflicted ones in their time of distress, pain and weakness. The Commit
tee express their thanks for the solution, under God, of their great
problem by means of the space afforded in the Gospel Magazine. They
would welcome enquiries from a Cook and from any person interested in
the nursing part of the work.

. * * *
Spirits were raised and much encouragement given by the receipt of

the following letter: .. Some post-war credits came my way today. I
want to send a small share of it to the Aged Pilgrims' F rien~ Society.
Such. good work you are doing! Thank God!" The suggestion
conveyed in this letter is passed on for the consideration of any other
readers in similar circumstances.

* * *

H

I

With the autumn months there comes the time when many friends of
the Society are at the peak of their' activities on its behalf, for it is the
season of Sales of W ork. The product of these efforts is very important
to the Committee, comprising as it does nearly one-fifth of the Society's'
income. Hornsey Rise Sale on July 2nd was a real success, and a
valued cheque is to hand from the welcome effort on August 4th of the
friends at Bath. On August 25th the fine annual effort at Scaynes Hill
was held, and was followed by the South London Sale of Work in
the quadrangle of the Camberwell Home, Sedgmoor Place, on Septem
ber 2nd, which was opened by Mrs. Beach, of Camberley, at 3 p.m.
The Bournemouth Sale was on September 15th, and the T unbridge
Wells Sale was arranged for September 21 st, in the Crabb Memorial
Hall, and Mrs. C. H. F unnell, of Hastings, kindly consented to open it
at 11 a.m. Mr. E. G. Eade, of Hove, was to address the afternoon
meeting. In November there are four Sales arranged: Hornsey Rise on
the 5th, Horley 10th, Croydon 16th, and Hastings on the 17th. The
handiwork of any reader would be welcomed for any of these Sales.
Any parcels of such gifts can be addressed to the office: 19, Ludgate
Hill, E.C.4, and will be thankfully received and passed on to appro
priate Sales. As a means of revenue the receipts from Sales is the third
largest item in the Society's income, and important also because it is
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Income which is not charged with nominations for cases in receipt of
pensions. The Committee are most grateful to all helpers and purchasers
at every Sale, for the product of their efforts is of the greatest value in
the Society's work.

THINGS TO COME

.. IMMEDIATELY after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shaH not give her light; and the stars shall fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: and· then
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and ,hen shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall send
His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his branch is yet tender, and
putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: so likewise ye, when
ye shall see all these things, know that it (or· He) is near, eyen at the
doors."~MATIHEW xxiv. 29-33.

• EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENCE

From Camberley: "How refreshing it is in these dark days to have a
magazine like the Gospel Magazine, which holds fast to the faith once
delivered to the saints. I was very glad to see the sermons by the late
John E. Hazleton." ,

From Egypt: "After readipg your sermons month by month in the Gospel
Magazine, I feel I should write you, feeling grateful for the pleasure both·
my wife and I receive. We are from Bolton, Lancashire, and I am working
out here in textiles. We miss attending a place of worship, but manage to
have weekly fellowship with a Scottish family. One hears radio sermons,
.but never the doctrines of free and sovereign grace. I must say your
messages come as an oasis in the desert, and I thank you very much."

GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND

The Trustees of " The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the receipt
of the following donations to the Fund: Miss M. Marland 3/-: Miss M. Bugden
£2; Pastor S. Sumsion 12/5; Mr. w.. Day 10/-; Mrs. El. C. Stock £2 10s. Od.;
Mr. El. J. Pounds £1; Miss C. J. M. Jones £12 12s. Od. (per Miss L. Ormiston).

BENJAMIN WILLS NEWTON, Narratives from the Old Testament. Price 2s.
Natural Revelations of Men and Governments to God. Price 3d. OecasiollAl

Papers. No. n. Price 2s. 6d. Occasional Papers. No. IV. Price, cloth 5s.;
wrapper 4s. Dr. S. P. Tregelles, LL.D., Dr. C. Y. Biss, Mr. David Baron, and
others kept in stock. Free Lending Library of the same-Mrs. S. R. Cottey,
"Downside," Offington Lane, Worthing.

T HE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previously helped us. for a special effort on behalf of our poor
friends, who owing to the dreadful War are placed in a much more trying
position than usual. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so
much appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the
necessary means to cheer and comfort their hearts and confirm them in the
faithfulness of their Covenant God.-The COMMITTEE. Hon. Sec.· A C.
LEWIN, The Manse. High Street, Evington, Leicester. ' .


