
"LIGHTING THE CANDLE tt-Page 308.

OCTOBER. 1952

9::he

Gospel Magazine
And Protestant Beacon:

WITH WHICH IS INCORPORATED

ttl)t JarUinl) ~rottGtant

EDITED BY THE REV. W. DODGSON SYKES, M.A.

(Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol)

29 Oakfield Road, Clifton, Bristol, 8.

CONTENTS
Page

FAMILY PORTION: Some Messages from the Book of Ruth - - 289

WAYSIDE NOTES: Looking unto Jesus (W. Romaine) - - 295

WELLSPRINGS: 'Revive Thy Work' - 297

SERMON: "Mighty to Save" (James Battersby) - - 300

YOUNG FOLKS' PAGE: .Devonshire Pottery, H. - 305

PROTESTANT BEACON; "Lighting the Candle" (Oct. 16th, 1555) - 308

MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS: The Pursuit - _ 313

Aged Pilgrims - 3 I5

Winter Clothing - - 316

Unsearchable Riches of Christ - - 317

GOSPEL MAGAZINE OFFICE:

69 . F L E.E T S T R E E T. L 0 N DON. E. C. 1.

May be obtained of any Bookseller. and at all Railway Bookstalla.

[ESTABLISHED A.D.1766] $ixpenf:e Montll',



GOSPEL
THE

MAGAZINE
" COMFORT YE, COMFORT n lilY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."

.. ENDEAVOURI-"'G TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEAC1t."

"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER."

No. I012.
New Series. } OCTOBER, 1952.

No. 2212.
Old Series.

I
~

~lJe jfamilp ~ortion:

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT•

.. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourseives are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

SOME MESSAGES FROM THE BOOK OF RUTH.

C( And she said unto them, Call me not Naomi, call me Mara:
for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me."
Ruth 1: 20.

THE Book of Ruth, to which 4, we invite our readers' special
attention this month, is one that speaks of heavy trial. of a
broken home, of desolating bereavements, and of sad experience.
But with God's blessing, it is also one that speaks messages of
cheer, comfort, and encouragement to the children of God under
trial. May God the Holy Spirit guide us in our study ,and
meditation.

It is indeed a story of deep trouble-famine, emigration, be
reavement, and return in a desolate condition. Because of extreme
famine in Palestine a man of Bethlehem-Judah (Elimelech) went
with his wife (Naomi) and two sons (Mahlon and Chilion) to
stay in the country of Moab. There the two sons, having married
1'foabite wives (Orpah and Ruth), died. The bereaved mother
proposed to her widowed two daughters-in-law to return to
Bethlehem. When a little on the way, she entreated them to
return to their own land: Orpah did so, but Ruth kept with
Naomi. On the arrival of these two at Bethlehem ".all the city
was moved about them, and they-the women-said, 'Is this
Naomi?' "
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The truth of the record has received interesting confirmation.
The language of the Moabites was much the same as that of the
Hebrews, and it would have presented no great barrier to the
emigrants from Palestine. Such at any rate is the evidence given
by the Siloam Inscription (700 B.C.) found in 1880, and also by
other discoveries in the present century. Further, :it seems clear
that David had Moabite connections, for in a time of difficulty he
took his parents to the king of Moab (1 Samuel 22: 3).

It is sometimes said that it was wrong of Elimelech to emigrate
to a heathen land and that the subsequent sorrows served only to
emphasize the wrongness of his action in taking his family there.
It may be so; but I feel that it is difficult to write positively
about it. We read of the oppression by Midianites that they
"left no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep, nor ox, nor ass"
(Judges 6: 1-6).

What sorrows Naomi had! She was a "displaced person"
her home life was uprooted and she had to leave her own land
and go to another country in order to live. What bereavements
she suffered-she lost her husband; she lost both of her two sons.
She took it very hardly. When she came back to her own town
of Bethlehem and the women said: "Is this Naomi?" she replied
to them:

" Call. me not Naomi (which means' Pleasant '-call me
Mara (' Bitter '): for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly
with me. I went out full (with a husband and two sons),
and the Lord hath brought me home again empty: Why
then call ye me Naomi, seeing the Lord hath testified against
me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me." (Ruth 1 : 20-22).

So she felt at the time. Like Jacob she was inclined to say:
" All these things are against me." (Gen. 42, 36).

I. GOD WORKS ALL THINGS AFTER THE COUNSEL OF HIS OWN

WILL.

Naomi learned later that God was guiding her way. In His
providence He had directed and over-ruled all the events.

Previously Jacob had been taught in much the same way.
Though he had said" all these things are against me," yet in the

,end he said to Joseph: "I had not thought to see thy face:
and, 10, God hath shewed me also thy seed." (Gen. 48: 11). So
also J oseph said to his brethren: " Now therefore be not grieved
or angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did
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send me before you to preserve life. .. . . God sent me before you
to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives
by a great deliverance. So now it was not you that sent me
hither, but God." (Gen. 45, 5-8).

Judge not the Lord by feeble . sense,
But trust Him for His grace;

Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

(William Cowper, 1774).
In Ruth 2, 3 it says of Ruth: "Her hap was to light on a

part of the field belonging unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of
Elimelech." It might seem to be a chance, or what some people
call" good luck," but it was all within the purpose and under the
gracious directing hand of God.

In knowledge unconfined He fixed
His grand designs of grace;

With all the plans of providence
To save the chosen race.

In all this holy, wondrous plan,
No error can arise;

Ten thousand unknown things to us
Are plain before His eyes!

(Thomas Row, 1817).

11. GOD'S PEOPLE ARE WILLING IN THE DAY OF HIS POWER.

We read Ruth's well-known words to her mother-in-law:

" Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following
after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and
thy God my God: where thou diest, I will die, and there will
I be buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if ought
but death part thee and me." (Ruth 1 , 16-17).

She refused all persuasions for her to go back to her own
people. Naomi's country would be her country. Naomi's home,
whatever it might be, would be her home. Naomi's people would
be her people. But, best of all, Naomi's God would be her God
Jehovah, the Covenant God of Israel:

"The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, long
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy
for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin."
(Exod. 34, 6).



On this Dr. Gill has well said :

"So a soul that is truly brought to Christ affectionately
loves Him, and heartily cleaves unto Him, resolves in the
strength of Divine grace to follow Him, the Lamb, whither
soever He goes or directs; and is desirous to have communion
with none but Him .... His people are the excellent of
the earth, whom to converse with is all his deli~ht and
pleasure: and Christ's God is his God, and His Father is his
Father: and, in a word, he determines to have no other
Saviour but Him, and to walk in all His commandments and
ordinances."
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This was also expressed by J ames Montgomery, the Sheffield
poet and hymn-writer, in his hymn" People of the living God,"
written in 1814, perhaps when, at the age of forty-three, he was
publicly recognised by the Moravians as a brother in the Lord and
a member of their society:

People of the living God,
I have sought the world around,

Paths of sin and sorrow trod,
Peace and comfort nowhere fou~d!

Now to you my spirit turns,
Turns, a fugitive unblest;

Brethren, where your altar burns,
o receive me into rest!

Lonely I no longer roam
Like the cloud, the wind, the wave;

Where you dwell shall be my home,
Where you die shall be my grave;

Mine the God whom you adore,
Your Redeemer shall be mine;

Earth can fill my heart no more,
Every idol I resign.

Tell me not of gain or loss,
Ease, enjoyment, pomp and power;

Welcome poverty and cross,
Shame. reproach, affliction's hour.

"Follow Me! " I know the voice;
Jesus, Lord, Thy steps I see;

Now I take Thy yoke by choice,
Light Thy burden now to me!
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Ill. GOD'S PEOPLE ARE REDEEMED AND CALLED OUT OF EVERY
NATION.

We can see God's Sovereignty in calling one of the Gentiles
an example of His taking out of them a people for His name.

I t is the story of a Moabitess who came to trust under the
wings of the God of Israel. She was Divinely led to throw in
her lot with the people of God. This was recognised in the words
of Boaz to her: "A full reward be given thee of the LORD God
of Israel, under Whose wings thou art come to trust." (2, 12).

We are thus reminded that the Lord has His people in every
nation, a truth which should spur on the people of God in
missionary effort.

"And they sung a new song. saying, Thou art worthy to
take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou hast
slain, and hast redemeed us to God by Thy blood out of
every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.'~ (Rev.
5, 9).

" After this I behold, and, 10. a great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people,
and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb,
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; and cried
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." (Rev. 7, 9).

IV. THE LORD JESUS IS THE NEAR KINSMAN, THE REDEEMER OF

HIS PEOPLE.

(( The man is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinsmen,"
Naomi had said when Boaz had shown kindness to Ruth (2, 20).
Hence Naomi, Ruth's mother-in-law, said: "My daughter, shall I
not seek rest for thee?" Following Naomi's directions, Ruth made
her claim of Boaz-" Thou art a near kinsman," she said to him
(3, 9). At the close the women said to Naomi: "Blessed be the
LORD, which hath not left thee this day without a kinsman, that
his name may be famous in Israel." (4, 4).

The "Gael" or kinsman-vindicator would redeem a forfeited
estate or a forfeited liberty or a forfeited life. He had kinship
with the redeemed.
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All this speaks to the child of God of the Kinsman-Redeemer
of God's people:

" Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and
blood, He also Himself likewise partook of the same; that
through death He might destroy Him that had the power of .
death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
(Heb. 2, 14-15).

And again:

"But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent
forth His son, made of a woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons." (Gal. 4, 4-5).

'vVe may well say with Joseph Irons:

What mighty sum paid all my debt,
When I a bondsman stood,

And hath my soul at freedom set?
'Tis Jesu's precious blood.

W.D.S.

PILGRIMS.

Afflictions are the lot of every child
Born in the family of Christ our Lord,
For through a world of sorrow and of pam,
Temptation and distress, we are to pass
Before we can arrive in blissful peace
At Heaven's great palace of our Saviour King.
We are but strangers and but pilgrims here
As all our fathers were. Yet all is well
When on the mercy and the love of God
Our hope is fixed. To trust in Jesu's blood,
To rest upon the Lord Jehovah's word
Is wealth beyond all riches of this world.
This cheers the soul, diminishing the ill
We meet upon our way, and draws our heart
To follow after One so dear to us,
Who was Himself acquainted with distress.
This earth can never be our settled rest,
But when we come to dwell where Jesus IS

We. shall· behold the glory of His face
And in His likeness we shall perfect be.

Rodden Rectory, Frome, Somerset. T. PrITAWAY.
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS.

A LETTER OF WILLIAM ROMAINE,

·295

My dear Friend,- March 5, t'788.

Our word for this year is preaching day and night to my inmost
soul-I am cc looking to Jesus))-a sight that would do an angel
good, and much more a sinner; for His name is Wonderful. There
is none like Him in heaven or earth. Consider His nature, His
essential glory, or His offices-His mediatorial glory, from what He
saves us freely, and to what He brings us perfectly, even to life
eternal: surely He is a matchless Jesus. And He wants only to be
known, that He may win our hearts, and we may admire and
adorCl Him.

Why is not He then universally admired? If man had no
failing in his faculties, he could not help falling in love with such
infinite beauty. But he is blind; yea, truly he is dead. He has
lost not this or that thing, but the very Spirit of life, and thereby
all communion with the spiritual world. He is actually dead in
trespasses and sins. And when the Spirit' of life that is in c'hrist
Jesus frees him from the law of sin and of death, then he receives
spiritual senses, and is able to see Him by faith who was before
invisible.

His first look is generally for healing. He beholds the Lamb
that was slain, and finds peace through His cleansing blood. The
Spirit gives him to seal the testimony of the Father concerning the
Son. He believes, and the more simply, the more virtue flows from
Jesus, to purify and rejoice the heart. He believes on, reads the
faithful \Vord, hears it, prays over it, and the Spirit applies it,
making Jesus still more precious. Every fresh look to Him confirms
the reality, and increases the blessedness of living by faith upon
Him-: and thus daily communion with Him nourishes spiritual life,
and renders it more easy, and more delightful.
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eyes stronger. The eye-salve of His Word and Spirit clears the
mental organ, and enables it to behold more wonderful things than
Adam saw in paradise. May the prospect brighten upon you;
and the more beautiful it is, may He speak to your heart and say,
" All this is yours."

My friend-we proceeded thus: If this be your faith, now try it.
The trial is God's way of improving it. Jesus being the Author and
the Continuer of faith, He expects that we look up to Him con
stantly for our

1. Safety; as 1 Peter 1 : 5, "We are kept," etc.

2. Growth; being alive by Him, we grow by cleaving to Him,
as the branch to the vine: Eph. 4 : 15, "But holding the truth in
love," etc.

3. All spiritual blessings flow from Him: Eph. 1 : 3, "Blessed
be," etc.

4. All temporal blessings, holy use of troubles, burdens, wants,
sickness, trust, as Isa. 27 : 2, and they will be profitable; and health,
and money, and lands, and all good things in life, shall be sanctified
by the Word of God and prayer.

5. Come what may-trust on, look to Jesus; and Rom. 8: 28
shall be infallible truth.

6. "But he maY' 10'se sight, and be blind for ever." 1 Cor.
I : 7, 8, 9 cannot be broken. He shall see the King in His beauty.

7. "But he may fall and be lost." Oh no. Christ's prayer,
John 17, is as effectual as ever. Heb. 2 : 13.

8. "But he must die." Well, a dying man, looking to Jesus,
may hear Him say-" Fear not, I am with thee," Psalm 23: 4.
He has a good warrant to be comforted as long as the breath is
in his body-and then, " all these died in faith."

9. Oh what will this man find when he opens his eyes, and
sees Jesus in His glory! The Lord the Spirit prepare us for that

. sight, and keep us looking to Jesus by faith, till we see Him by sense!

(Letter First; to W. Taylor Esq.) W.R.
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WELLSPRINGS.

"REVIVE THY WORK."

297

U A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon~ Shigionoth. 0 Lord,
I have heard Thy speech, and was afraid: 0 Lord, revive Thy
work in the midst of the years; in the midst of the years make
known; in wrath remember mercy."-Hab. 3: 1, 2.

BEFORE US is this wonderful prayer of the prophet to his God,
even the same God Who had made known some of His exceeding
great and glorious majesty at Sinai and Gibeon. It was the
pledge to the dear prophet of further mercies and interposition on
behalf of His people against Babylon and every opposing foe. It is
a gracious reminder that what He had been in the past, He was still
the unchangeable God in "His property always to have mercy."

And when, dear child of God, do not you and I feel their need of
reviving? How sweetly the hymn which we have so often sung
together in the hallowed place of worship, St. Mary-Ie-Port, ex
press our desires:-

Revive Thy work, 0 Lord,
Thy mighty arm make bare;

Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,
And make Thy people hear.

Revive Thy work~ 0 Lord,
Disturb this sleep of death;

Quicken the smouldering embers now
By Thine almighty breath.

Albert Midlane, 1865.

And how the heart cries out for the reviving~ quickening powers
of Him Who made us and Who knoweth our frame and remem
bereth that we are dust (Psalm 103, 14). How often have we to
bemoan an empty and unprofitable state! How oft and urgent is
the cry put upward for revival: "Quicken me"; « Restore unto
me one joy of Thy Salvation" (that I once felt and enjoyed)!
Alas! how often we slip and slide with our feet, and our hearts
ate grievously estranged, our afl'ections dull and cold, our thoughts
wandering, and we come to that place and condition of soul
when we cry out with the prophet: « Revive us."
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The Psalmist knew well all this sad experience. I t occurred
thus to me when recently reading the 119th Psalm. How often
does he use the expression to be quickened, revived, restored. His
prayer is made to his God to quicken him according to Thy
word (verse 25); to quicken him in Thy righteousness (40); to
quicken him after Thy lovingkindness (88); and then he acknow
ledged this blessed experience "for Thou hast quickened me ,.
(93); and therefore he prays again to be quickened according to
Thy word (9), according to Thy judgments (154), according to
Thy word (156), and again according to Thy judgments (156),
and according to Thy loving-kindness (159).

And all down the ages has every Saint of God felt the need
and put up the cry to their faithful God for His restoring,
reviving mercy. "0 Lord revive Thy work in the midst of the
years: in the midst of the years make known: in wrath remember
mercy." It is a blessed and God-honouring appeal to the God
of all comfort in and through Christ Jesus. For, as dear Romaine
said, " Christ Jesus is the comfort of comforts, because He doubles
comforts." It is thus the afflicted soul flees unto his God to hide
him, and sure I am, dear tried and afflicted saint, as often as
you flee unto Him to hide and help you, you will never come
away empty-handed or disappointed. And again your soul will
be found blessing the God of all your mercies and proving afresh
how "He delighteth in mercy."

I t is the life of God in the soul of every redeemed sinner,
the will, the conduct, the affections moulded according to the
mind and example of Christ; it is a complete reversion of all the
life the believer in Christ once lived when he lived according
to the flesh; but he now not only finds but rejoices in the now
ruling power of Divine Grace, and now finds the holy desire to
have his will and thoughts and affection all brought into captivity
and desiring nothing short of Christ and to be found in Him
"complete in Him"; or, as the dear old Saint whom our
beloved Mr. Ormiston never had the heart to correct when she
always spoke of that word as "completely in Him"; for she
uttered a great truth, as she sweetly realised the fulness and
completion of His Grace in the work of Salvation.

Oh! what wonders and glories of Grace are centred in every
redeemed sinner! Deserving of hell and yet redeemed at such Cl

cost, they are kept and well-kept and to His own Glory! How
true are the words of the poet :



The Gospel Magazine

"See a bush that burns with fire

U nconsumed amid the flame.

Turn aside the sight to admire;

I, the living wonder, am.

See a. stone that hangs in air,

See a spark in ocean live;

Kept alive with death so near;

I, to God the glory give."

299

May these few words encourage you, dear fellow-reader, however
low you feel, whatever poverty of soul you are suffering, however
empty and ignorant you are feeling and rightly bemoaning your
forgetfulness of so many mercies in the past, there is still the
open way to the mercy seat where you may urge your plea with
our prophet, "0 Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the
years; in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember
mercy." It is thus that our all-gracious, all-compassionate, all
merciful God turns for you and me fellow-believer, "our mourn
ing into dancing and puts off our sackcloth and girds us with
gladness" and gives us to sing with the sweet hymnist:

"Quickened by His Holy Spirit
Covered with His righteousness;

He has said, I shall inherit
Everlasting life and bliss:

Blessed Jesus!
How my soul exults in this.

He has all my sins forgiven,
Paid my debt, and set me free

Vanquished hell, and opened heaven,
And prepared a place for me :

My Redeemer
Loved me from eternity.

Yea, He says, He'll never leave me,
But, when all His will is done,

In His Kingdom He'll receive me,
As the partner of His throne :

Then I'll praise Him,
While eternity rolls on." Joseph Irons.

R.
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~ermon6 anti ~ote6 of ~ermon6.

"MIGHTY TO SAVE."

Part of a Sermon by the late REV. JAMES BATTERSBY,

Dec. 4th, 1879.

U I that speak in righteousness, mighty to save."-Isa. 63 : 1.

"Mighty to save." An objection might be raised here to my
bringing such a familiar subject as this before you. It might be
said-" well, we know all about salvation." Now, if you do, you
have got far beyond me. I know a little about it, but I hope to
know a great deal more. And, therefore, if I should indulge
myself by telling you some things which are not altogether new
to you, it will do you no harm, whilst others may be profited
thereby.

(( Mighty to save": We speak of salvation either as a whole,
or in its parts. Salvation as a whole is an everlasting salvation.
I t is from everlasting to everlasting. I t is bound up in, the
Trinity, the Triune Jehovah. There is the Father's grace. We
are "justified freely by His grace through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus." (Rom. 3: 24). Then there is the grace of
Jesus. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye
through His poverty might be rich." (2nd Cor. 8 : 9). You know
also the grace of the Holy Ghost in coming down into the sinner's
soul, and revealing Jesus there, and spreading abroad the Saviour's
love.

I might leave it at this point, and you would know what I
mean. But when I speak to you of salvation in its several parts,
bringing out one thing after another in the great scheme of
redeeming love, I feel almost at a loss where to begin. Now,
where would you begin in the scheme of salvation? Would you
begin by telling a sinner, "I have got something to offer you-
something to present to you if you will only take it now." I
have heard some persons, and some preachers speak like this.
Now, my friends, I never have preached after this manner, and
I hope I never shall.

Let us begin where God does. And where did He begin? It
was in His own purpose and grace. Read St. Paul's words:
'" Who hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and
grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
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but is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus
Christ." (2nd Tim. 1: 9). Now where does God begin? Saved
before called. Is this a fact? It is. Saved" according to His
own purpose"; and saved according to His" grace. given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began." What shall I now say?
vyell, according to this we were saved before we had actually
smned. And so we were in the purpose of God. This is the first
link in the great chain of salvation.

But you say, what is to be the outcome of all this? Our
answer is ready: "In whom also we have obtained an inheritance,
being pre-destinated according to the purpose of Him who
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will, that we
should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ."
(Eph. 1: 11-12). God has anticipated every failure of man and
provided for it.

The fall of Adam was no accident, excepting so far as it was a
thing which fell out by the way. What we call accidents among
ourselves are no accidents to God. God knows the end from the
beginning. And the darkness is as clear as the light to Him.
The salvation of believers is the gracious outcome of God's eternal
purpose and grace.

Was it an accident that the blood of Jesus Christ was shed
before the foundation of the world? (Peter 1 : 19-20). Nothing of
the sort. Was it an accident that the first promise was made to
Adam? Was it an accident that the promise was repeated again
and again to a particular line during the Old Testament dis
pensation? Was it an accident that the Lord Jesus Christ was
manifest in the flesh? Was it an accident that He performed all
His Father's will here upon earth? Was it an accident that God
laid upon Christ the sins of all His people? Was it an accident
that Christ rose from the dead, and then ascended to take posses
sion of the throne of heaven? No, my beloved.

Now read the 2nd Chapter of Hebrews and the 10th verse:
"Fop it became Him,"-that is, it was becoming the dignity of
God, the Father-" for whom are all things, and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons unto glory," the Father had pledged
Himself in covenant to bring" many sons unto glory," beginning
with Adam, and carrying on His work to the last one in the list
of those that shall be saved, "to make the Captain of their
salvation perfect through suffering." Jesus is the Captain. Now
Christ suffered the painful sufferings of the cross for His people.
Jesus suffered also that He might be our Model, and that we
might tread in His steps. The Saviour gained an experience by
the things that He suffered. "Though He were a Son, yet
learned He obedience by the things which He suffered; and being
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made perfect, He became the author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey Him." This training of Christ gave Him an
experience so that He is able to be a succourer of, and a sym
pathiser with His people in all their needs. The death of Christ
was no accident, but appointed of God. True, it was by wicked
hands He was crucified and slain.

It is no accident when the Holy Ghost regenerates the sinner,
but a carrying out of the purpose of God. It is no accident we
are here to-night. My preaching and your hearing have both
been appointed. The heart to be touched this evening by the
Holy Ghost is all fixed and settled. The soul to be comforted and
edified shall not go away disappointed.

This may sound very strong to some of you, but I believe it in
my very soul. I thought, when I came up to-day, that this might
be the last time I should address you in this church. In the
providence of God it may be otherwise. But let matters turn out
as they may, and as they will according to the purpose of God;
I desire to use great plainness of speech in speaking to you con
cerning the salvation of our souls.

A very important· question may here be asked by some one.
It is this. How much of a person is saved? Now we have the
answer to this question given us in the plain words of scripture.
St. Paul says: "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly:
and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body, be preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ." (I. Thes.
5 : 23). Is a Christian man made up of more than these? I think
not. And whatever constitutes a perfect Christian, shall be saved.
My spirit, my soul, and my body.

But how about our being absent from the body and present
with the Lord? Will not our bodies then be scattered to the
winds? To me this presents no difficulty. My Lord has under-

. taken its safe keeping. I am aware of divers views upon the
subject under consideration. I shall not perplex your minds by
naming them, but adhere closely to the scriptures. The sons of
God shall be made manifest in the resurrection morning. We are
waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
We are to realise in due time what the Apostle says: "This
corruptible shall put on incorruption, and this mortal shall put on
immortality." "Death is to be swallowed up in victory." (I. Cor.
15 : 54). It is God who giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ. Every child of God shall be like his Saviour in
spirit, soul and body. There is a glorious future for the Church
of God. Jehovah Father has appointed His sons to Glory, they
fell in Adam, but He gave His Son to redeem them; and by His
Spirit He reveals His Son to them and in them; He keeps them

..
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by His power, He strengthens them by His grace, He tbmforts
them by His Spirit, guides them by His counsel, and finally He
brings all His sons to heaven and glory.

We now propose our next question: What is a Believer saved
from? Well, he is saved from all his sins, both past, present and
future. In the purpose of God it must be so. And meritoriously
it is so by the blood of Christ, for no man can save himself. It
cost more to redeem a soul than fallen man can give, hence he
has to let it alone for ever. The Holy Ghost may not yet have
revealed to some of you the forgiveness of your sins, but it is His
work to do so at the appointed time.

Carnal men will then be ready to say-well, we may do as we
like, if this be so. This is the old objection. What did St. Paul
say? "Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?" Away
with such a thought! Never did such a thing enter into my mind.
,: God forbid." (Romans 6 : 1-2). Is a man likely to live in sin or
to indulge himself therein, when he knows that God has loved
him and forgiven him all his sins? No, indeed! It is only those
who are looking for heaven by their works, who will sin and
repent, repent and sin. They know nothing of the sweetness and
drawing power of God's great and everlasting love.

Again, Jesus has saved His people from the curse of the law
having been made a curse for them. And now "there is"
"no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus." (Romans
8: 1). This is the present condition of the believer. But we will
go further than this, and say that there never was any con
demnation to the children of God in Christ Jesus. Condemnation
results from contact with the law, not from contact with Christ.
There never was, and there never can be, any condemnation to
the elect of God in Christ Jesus. The Church of God has always
stood in Christ, and always will. She is accepted in the Beloved.

And moreover, they are saved and redeemed from the power
of Satan. Satan can only go so far with the children of God.
He cannot break down the wall of God's protection and care of
His people. Not so. The children of God can make their
boast of Him, and say: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for He hath visited and redeemed His people," and now grant
" that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies might
serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before Him,
all the days of our life." (Luke 1: 74-75). Jehovah Jesus has
trodden down all our enemies, and trampled them under His feet.
The year of His redeemed has come, and His own arm has
brought salvation-Jehovah Jesus, "mighty to save."

But there is a promise that all Israel shall be saved. Is this a
fact? Yes, it is. Hear the words of the Apostle: "And so all
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Israel shall be saved, as it is written-There shall come out of
Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob."
(Romans 11: 26). But who are Israel, you say? All literal
Israel were not saved. "For they are not all Israel which are of
Israel." (Romans 9: 6). By Israel I understand the spiritual
children of God. They were given to Christ, and He redeemed
them from all their sins. The Spirit takes possession of them, and
hence they are the spiritual Israel of God. They are Christ's, and
spiritual descendants of Abraham, and heirs according to the
promise. (Gal. 3: 29). God turns away all ungodliness from
Jacob-His Church. This is accomplished according to His
promise. God saves them, and when He does it, He does it J

effectually. ,

It may be said by some one .present, "Well, I know, I shall be
saved if I hold on to the end of my journey. I must have fast
hold of Him, for if I let Him slip, He will let me slip too, and
then I should be lost." Now, I do not like this sort of speech.
I t is not the Gospel of the Grace of God. I t is dishonouring also
to Him who is "Mighty to Save." David said: "Hold Thou me
up and I shall be safe." There is nothing like a crying child for
arresting the attention of its parents. They cannot bear the
thought of the child being in trouble and pain. They run to it,
speak to it, nurse it, caress it, and comfort it. Now observe the
beauty of this when applied to the spiritual Israel of God.
" They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found
no city to dwell in. Hungry and thirsty their soul fainted in
them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He
delivered them out of all their distresses." And this after all was
"the right way to the city of habitation." (Psalm 107: 4-7). Do
you believe it? I think you do.

I shall now sum up, for you have heard what I have said upon
the chapter generally. We have reviewed it, pointing out to you
some of the important doctrines which it contains. We have
noticed some of Jehovah's enemies, and how He is more than
conqueror over them all. We have seen His appearance, the
stateliness of His manner, and the majesty of His person. He
speaks for Himself. He publishes righteousness and declares that
He is mighty to save. We have spoken of the whole of salvation,
and some of its links in detail. We have shewn you that the
promise of God is sure to all the seed and they shall be saved. J

And now comes the grand question, as regards ourselves: Am
I saved? Thou art a mighty saviour, oh! Jehovah Jesus. But
am I saved? The Psalmist cried out when he was in trouble:
"Say unto my soul, 'I am thy salvation.'" (Psalm 35: 3). 0
Lord! Do! "Say unto my soul" :-what did he want Him to
say?-" Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.'" This is all my
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desire, and all I long for. Speak the word, Oh! Lord, and there
will be perfect peace. Well, just one verse, and it is that in the
43rd of Isaiah, "But now thus said the Lord that created thee,
o Jacob, and He that formed thee, 0 Israel, 'Fear not' ": fear
not thy troubles, nor thy distresses, nor thy difficulties; nor thy
sins, nor thy doubts, nor all thine enemies. Why? "For I have
redeemed thee." Thy redemption is an eternal redemption. "I
have called thee by thy name." Does God really call persons
by their name? He knows them all by name. Abraham, Moses,
Elijah, David, Jonah, John, James, Peter, Thomas and Paul.
vVhy should it be considered peculiar for God to speak to any of
His servants by name? He has a powerful voice. And He can
speak to my soul, and to thine, and thine, and thine, and thine.
Speak, Lord, if it be only a whisper, and say, "I am thy salva
tion" :-" I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy
name; thou art Mine." Mine in covenant love :-Mine, given to
Jesus-Mine, redeemed by Him-Mine, quickened by the Spirit
-Mine to be preserved-Mine to be raised in power-Mine to
be presented in glory-and Mine for ever! God grant that this
may be the experience of each of us and to His Name shall be
ascribed. all honour and glory, both now and for evermore, Amen!

{[)Ut !Iloung 1follt~' ~age.

DEVONSHIRE POTTERY.

n.-WHAT THE BEAKER SAID.

THIS month it is the turn of the first beaker to speak. There are
two beakers, or tall mugs, each with a handle. The first one says:
"No ROAD IS LONG WITH GOOD COMPANY."

Nobody will argue about the truth of this saying. I am sure.
You know what a difference it makes on a long tramp to have
"good company"-a companion who has so much in common
with you that there is pleasant talk all the way. The long road is
forgotten, and the time taken all too short.

Of course it has to be good company. If your companion is
cross and sulky, he is bad company, and you will long for the walk
to come to its end.

What road is it that we must all travel? It is our daily life;
and it is just as long as our lives, from the time we are born to
the day of our death. Does the saying apply to our life's
journey? I think it does indeed; for the company we keep
makes a great difference to our happiness.

The word companion is an old one. According to the
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dictionary, it comes through the French, from the Latin words
cum (meaning with), and panis (meaning bread). Your com
panion is, therefore, one who shares your daily bread, one who is
on intimate terms with you, and who commonly follows the same
routine. A companion is not necessarily a friend; that word is
derived from an ancient one meaning love. As free comes from
the same word, a friend may be said to be one who loves you
freely. Your companion must be one who is with you; your
friend may be the other side of the world. If our companions
are also our friends, we feel they are good company.

Apart from the adjectives "good" and "bad," I think there
are two sorts of companions. First, there are those among whom
your lot is cast. Second, there are those whom you can choose
for yourself.

What differences there are between us in our natural circum
stances! Have you ever thought how it would have been if you
had been born into another family? or into another nationality?
or with a dark skin instead of a white one? And our surround
ings are so different. One is born in a cottage, another in a
palace; one is born in the heart of the country, another in a
crowded street; one is an only child, another the last of a large
family; one is delicate and feeble, another strong and healthy.
These differences are all decided for us by the will of our
Almighty Maker, for His own righteous purposes. There is only
One Who had power to choose His earthly circumstances: the
Lord Jesus Christ chose Mary for His mother, the stable of a
Bethlehem inn for His birthplace. He alone was able to choose
the first companions of His daily life.

At some time in our lives, and in some cases all the way
through, we are thrown with companions about whom we have
no choice. For instance, at school it is decided for you who sits
at the next desk, who has the next peg in the cloak-room, who
is your partner in games, and so on. As you grow older the same
thing happens in your place of work or business. in the Services,
or in college. In many cases you cannot choose your companions,
and must make the best of those among whom your lot is cast.
If you are a child of God, this can be a source of trial and
temptation. If those around you are unbelievers, you can have no
real fellowship with them, for they cannot understand the
Christian's motives and longings; spiritual things are hidden from
them. Besides, there is a great danger, when you are surrounded
by bad companions, that you will lower your high standard w
as to be more like them. You may find yourself catching the
habit of bad language or of laziness, or getting slack about
keeping the Lord's Day holy, or attending a place of worship.
But the Lord is able; as you cry to Him for deliverance He will
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hear your voice, and He can either change your circumstances to
place you among fellow:-believers, or else He can strengthen you
to stand firm, and send grace sufficient to keep you from the harm
that might come to you from your unbelieving companions.

But whatever your circumstances, it is true, I think, that there
are always some companions whom you can choose. It is for
these that you are responsible. You may have to eat and work
and sleep with godless companions. But you need not take them
for your friends. I think you could probably discover good
company if you went out of your way to find it. It is better to
be friendless than to have those who forget God for your friends.
U I am a companion of them that fear Thee/' said the Psalmist,
U and of them that keep Thy precepts." Look out for those who
fear God and keep His precepts, and make them your companions.

If this is an important rule at all times, how much more so
when it is a case of choosing a companion for life. Young people
are attracted to each other for all sorts of reasons; to a Christian
the first consideration must be whether there is vital religion.
Paul's command to the Corinthian converts holds good for us
to-day: U Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers."
There can be no fellowship between righteousness and un
righteousness, nor communion between light and darkness. It
does not matter how suitable a match may be from other points
of view; if one is a believer and the other not, marriage is
directly disobedient to the Word of God, and no good can come
of it. But when two believers are joined together in marriage,
how happily they will subscribe to our motto, "No road is long
with good company."

Long ago, two people were walking together from the city to a
village in the country more than seven miles away. The road
was long to the travellers that day, for their hearts were full of
sorrow. Then One drew near, and walked with them; His lips
dropped honey; for He spoke to them of Christ and of all
that the Scriptures had prophesied of Him. So absorbed were the
hearers that the rest of the journey was too short, and when the
village home was reached, they urged Him not to leave them yet.
You know who the Stranger was-the risen Lord Himself. No
road is long with such Company. .

And still the Saviour walks with those whom He has chosen for
His companions-the poor in spirit, the broken and contrite in
heart, all who love Him because He first loved them, dying the
Just for the unjust that He might bring them to God. Our eyes
are often holden, our faith is often feeble, but He is always there,
and sometimes the veil is lifted! Can the road be long in such
Company? DAMARIS.

I
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HUGH LATIMER AND NICHOLAS RIDLEY, MARTYRS.

October 16th, 1555.

"LIGHTING THE CANDLE.
H

THE date, October 16th, is one which should be remembered
by all British Protestants, as commemorating the burning of
Hugh Latimer and Nicholas Ridley at Oxford, in the year 1555.

The spiritual reformation had made considerable headway
during the short reign of Edward VI. "That incomparable
young prince," as Bishop Burnet describes him, died on the 6th
July, 1553. Never, perhaps, did any monarch in this land die
more truly lamented. Never, perhaps, to man's fallible judgment,
did the cause of God's truth in England receive a heavier blow.
His last prayer before death ought not to be forgotten: "0 Lord
God, defend this realm from papistry, and maintain Thy true
religion." We believe it was a prayer not offered in vain.

I. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE LAMENTED DEATH OF EDWARD VI.

For some days the death of Edward was kept secret, the Duke
of Northumberland seeking to promote the succession of Lady
Jane Grey. On July 11th the Council ordered her to be pro
claimed Queen of England. In nine days, however, her reign
was at an end, and she was a prisoner in the Tower of London.

On July 19th Mary was proclaimed Queen in London. The
great feature of her reign was the deliberate attempt, by force of
persecution, to undo all that had been done towards reformation,
and to bring back the English nation into submission to the
Papacy. Latimer and Ridley were amongst those specially
marked for apprehension. One of the earliest distinguished
victims of Mary's rule was Lady Jane Grey. It is interesting to
recall that Latimer's birthplace, Thurcaston, Leicestershire, is but
a few miles distant from Lady Jane Grey's birthplace, Bradgate
Park, in the same county. Ridley had also spoken in favour of
Lady Jane Grey's succession, in the course of a sermon at Paul's
Cross, London.

Regarding Lady Jane Grey, John Strype writes thus: "The
Lady Jane was brought to the scaffold, that incomparable woman,
that carried so divine and brave a soul in a female body. She
was of exemplary piety, as well as of excellent learning .....

,
t



The Gospel Maga:dne 309

she writ a curious hand, and she was excellent at her needle.
And died at scarce eighteen years of age. And, notwithstanding
all these rare endowments, she was of a mild, and humble, and
a modest spirit... ."-Eccles MemorialsJ vol. 1I1'J part I' J pp.
742-3.

Mary entered into a 'h1arriage of policy with Philip n. of Spain
in 1554. Happily his stay in England was only of some fourteen
months duration.

11. ASSOCIATIONS AND CONTACTS OF LATIMER AND RIDLEY IN

PROSECUTING THE CAUSE OF THE REFORMATION.

Ridlev in a letter written to Protector Somerset in 1549,
regardi~g Clare Hall, Cambridge, reveals his (Ridley's) high
opinion of Latimer:-

" I consider not only what learned men may be brought up
there in time to come, but also how many hath been already,
some such as I think it is hard for the whole University to
match them with the like. I will speak now but of one, I
mean Mas~er LatimerJ which iSJ as I do thinkJ a man
appointed of God and endued with excellent gifts of grace to
set forth GodJs W ordJ to whom in my judgment not only the
King's majesty and his honourable Council, but also the
whole realm is much bound, not only for his constant main
tenance and defence of God's truth, when Papists and
persecutions did assault the godly, but also for that now he
preacheth the Gospel so purely, and so earnestly, and freely
rebuketh the worldly of his wickedness. . . ."

The taunting words of Brookes, Bishop of Gloucester, are well
known, when, speaking to Ridley at Oxford, October 1st, 1555,
he said that "Latimer leaneth to Cranmer, Cranmer to Ridley,
and Ridley to the singularity of his own wit." The reference was
not to the work of the Reformation in general but to the fact
that in the matter of transubstantiation, Ridley, privately con
vinced in the course of his own reading, had brought Cranmer
over, and that Cranmer in his turn, in 1547, had drawn Latimer
into agreement with his brethren.

In further reference to the witness and work of the two
Reformers, as has been written :-

" Latimer came earlier in the morning, and was the more
ancient workman in the Lord's vineyard; who also may very
well be called (as divers learned men have called him) the
Apostle of England, as one much more worthy of that name
for his true doctrine, and for his sharp reproving of sin and
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superstition, than was Augustine, bishop of Canterbury, for
bringing in the Pope's mockery and false religion. Ridley
came later, about the eleventh hour; but no doubt he came
when he was effectually called: and from the time of his
calling became a fruitful labourer. ... ."-Ridley's Works,
Parker Society, pp. 99-100. •

Ill. ASSOCIATIONS OF LATIMER AND RIDLEY IN MARTYRDOM.

At Mary's accession to the throne, Latimer seems to have been
in Warwickshire. He had not co-operated in any active steps for
supporting Lady Jane Grey; but he enjoyed too high a reputa
tion with the common people to be left undisturbed, and,
accordingly, no time was lost in bringing his career, as the great
apostle of the English Reformation, to a close. On September
4th, the Council ordered a "letter of appearance to be directed
to Mr. Hugh Latimer"; and a pursuivant was sent down at the
instigation of his old antagonist, the popish bishop Gardiner, to
summon him from Warwickshire to London. Latimer knew full
well that the crisis had come. for "playing the man." Not
making any attempt to escape, Latimer occupied himself in
making preparations for his journey to London. The messenger
marvelled at his resolution, but Latimer answered (the words
have been preserved by his servant) :-

" My friend, you be a welcome messenger to me. And be
it known unto you, and to all the world, that I go as willing
to London at this present, being called by my Prince to give
a reckoning of my doctrine, as ever I was at any place in the
world. I doubt not but that God, as He hath made me
worthy to preach His word before two excellent princes, so
will He enable me to witness the same before the third;
either to her comfort, or discomfort eternally."

"On September 13th," according to the brief narrative of the
Privy Council Book, "Mr. Hugh Latimer, clerk, appeared before
the Lords, and for his seditious demeanour was committed to the
Tower, there to remain a close prisoner, having attending upon
him one Austy" (Augustine Bernher) "his servant." "He did
behave himself stoutly in Christ's cause before the Council," says
Bernher, "and was content to bear most patiently all the mocks
and taunts given him by the scornful and pestilent Papists."
Latimer himself has given us one short and satisfactory glance
into the proceedings of the trial. "Diotrephes," (i.e. Gardiner)
" now of late did ever harp upon unity, unity" (the never failing
theme of the Romish controversialist). "Yea, sir," quoth I, "but
in verity, not in Popery. Better is diversity, than a unity in
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I,Jopery. I had nothing again but scornful taunts, ~ith command·
ment to the Tower." Next day Cranmer. was sent to the same
prison; Ridley was already confined there; and thus, the. three
great martyrs of the' Reformation, who had been for years
engaged in the task of purifying the Church of England, were
brought together for a short period of calm retrospect and pre
paration, before the fiery trial which awaited them.

The winter months (1554-5) were spent in the Tower, profit
ably by Latimer in correspondence with Ridley. " Ye see, good
father," writes Ridley, "how I have in words only made, as it
were, a flourish before the fight which I shortly look after, and
how I have begun to prepare certain kinds of weapons to fight
against the adversaries of Christ, and to muse with myself how
the darts of the old enemy may be borne off, and what sort I may
smite him again with the Sword of the Spirit. I also hereby learn
to be in use with armour, and to assay how I can go armed."

IN THE TOWER.

Wyatt's insurrection conferred an unexpected pleasure on the
two friends. The Tower was ~o crowded with the victims of that
rebellion. that Latimer and Ridley were placed in one chamber,
and indeed were joined by Cranmer and Bradford. Surely the
pious intercourse of four such worthies would convert the gloomy
prison chamber into a very porch of heaven.

"We did together read over the New Testament," says
Latimer, "with great deliberation and painful study," anxiously
endeavouring to discover what Christ and His apostles had taught
on the subject of the Lord's Supper; for this they knew would be
the issue upon which they would be required. either to conform
their belief to the teaching of Popery, or to defend their opinion
with their lives. For two months the four pious friends enjoyed
their intimate fellowship. Preparations were being made in the
meantime for a public disputation at Oxford.

An extract from a letter written by Latimer, after removal to
prison at Oxford, reads:-

" If any man perceive his faith not to abide the fire, let
such an one with weeping buy his liberty, until he hath
obtained more strength; lest the gospel by him sustain an
offence of shameful recantation. Let the dead bury their
dead. Let us that be of the lively faith follow the Lamb,
wheresoever He goeth." Well might Ridley, writing from his
prison, say, "I do think the Lord hath placed old father
Latimer to be His standard bearer in our age and country
against His mortal foe, anti-christ."
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In 'the month of May, 1555, Latimer wrote an epistle" to all
the unfeigned lovers of God's truth." It was his last address to
the people of England:-

"Brethren, the time is come, when the Lord's ground will
be known. I mean, it will now appear who hath received
God's Word in their hearts indeed, to the taking of good root
therein. For such will not shrink for a little heat or sun
burning weather; but stoutly stand and grow, even maugre
the malice of all burning showers and tempests. For he that
hath played the wise builder, and laid his foundation on a
rock, will not be afraid that a very drizzling rain or mist shall
hurt his buildings, but will stand, although a great tempest
do come, and drops of rain as big as fir-fagots. 'If we die
we are the Lord's: and if we live we are the Lord's: so that
whether we live or die we are the Lord's.' "

On September 28th, Cardinal Pole sent to Oxford three com
missioners, White, Bishop of Lincoln,Brookes, Bishop of Glouces
ter, and Holyman, Bishop of Bristol. Ridley was first placed at
the bar, and during his trial Latimer was kept waiting outside.
Ridley's trial over, Latimer was summoned. Sentence of con
demnation was also passed on Latimer, read by the Bishop of
Lincoln.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16th.

On Wednesday, October 16th, all Oxford was gathered round
the place of execution, in the ditch over against Balliol College.
The two bishops were led forth from their respective places of
confinement. Latimer and Ridley had been united in their lives,
and the story of their deaths cannot be divided.

Ridley led the way, and looking back, said unto Latimer,
"Oh, be ye there?"

"Yea," said Latimer, "have after, as fast as I can follow."
So they both came to the stake, where first Ridley entering the

place, holding up both hands, looked towards heaven. Then,
seeing Latimer, embraced him and kissed him.

When they had prepared for the burning, "they brought a
fagot," says Foxe, "kindled with fire, and laid the same down
at Ridley's feet. To whom Master Latimer spake in this manner:

"Be of good comfort, Master Ridley, and play the man.
We shall this day light such a candle, by God's grace, in
England, as I trust shall never be put out."

The candle lit that day has not been put out. The lives of
Latimer and Ridley, closing in martyrdom, proved too much for
the powers of Popery, as wrought through Mary and the power of
Spain. F.C.
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explicit were the orders given to the man of God from
He was to go straight to Bethel with the message from

STATE affairs, when Saul and Jonathan lost their lives on Mount
Gilboa, did not at once go smoothly. Abner, faithful to Saul,
led one faction: Joab lent all his power and interest to David.
Inevitable hostilities followed: in an early engagement Abner lost
the day and fled from the field pursued by Asahel. Asahel ran
like a young roe: he looked right on, he turned not to the right
hand nor to the left, and he overtook Abner, only, after a short
parley, to be slain by him. So Ahashel, one of David's mighties,
lay dead on the road. "And it came to pass that as many as
came to the place where Asahel fell down and died, stood still."
Naturally, as to-day, a crowd at once gathered round the scene
of an accident or tragedy.

A similar occurrence is recorded in 2 Sam. 20. This time Joab
was pursuing Amasa, and, under pretence of a friendly greeting,
with one sword thrust, he felled him to the ground. Joab re
sumed his pursuit, Amasa's slaughtered remains lay in the middle
of the road, and as before, all the people who came up, stopped
to look. Seeing that, one of Joab's men removed the body into
the field, and covered it with a cloth. All the people then
hurried after their lord, Joab.

In Proverbs 8 the Lord says "By 11e kings reign," and all
the narrations that we have in the Old Testament of national
history-all causes and effects, all wars and rumours of war,
victories and defeats, as well as all that is domestic of rulers and
people-all is given us that great and small may know the mind
of God, may seek His saving mercy and wisdom, may know what
to embrace and what to eschew, may seek to do after His
commandments. The man who removed Asahel from the high
way was aware that the pursuit of the enemy was the chief thing
to see to. The gathered crowd must be dispersed; life and
continuance are of more moment than incidentals. Who knows
what an enemy may do when the householder is sleeping or when
all the people are looking at something else?

When the Shunemite's son lay dead, and she posted to Elisha
for help, she said" Slack not thy riding for me." Nothing must
retard her progress. And nothing must hinder Gehazi on his
return to the house. "If thou meet any man salute him not, and
if any salute thee answer him not" (discourteous though it might
seem).

How
Judah.

--
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God to the idolatrous Jeroboam: give the message and return
home. He must not accept any hospitality-no matter by whom
offered (1 Kings 13: 9). Jeroboam-his withered hand restored
invited the prophet to go with him for refreshment and a reward.
The prophet emphatically declined-even quoted the words of his
commission, and so left the royal house. But when the lying
prophet urged the same invitation, pretending the authority of an
angel, the good man was seduced: he listened, believed and
yielded. It cost him his life, and through the centuries he has
been "the disobedient prophet."

"Let thine eyes look right on and thine eyelids straight before
thee." Peter surely failed in this, when at Antioch he harked
back to the dead things of the ceremonial law which Christ had
abolished. And Paul himself, when he shaved his head and had
a vow, might it not be suggested that he was, with the crowd
lingering over some lifeless body, instead of pursuing, as none
other ever did, the way of warfare and peace?

However, it is an unspeakable mercy that the Lord Jesus goes
before His dear children "militant here on earth." He knows
their besetments, their fears, their vam thoughts, their iniquities
past and present, all the deaths they have to encounter, every
thing, that is calculated to make them look down on what is not.
But He goes before: nothing can hinder or interrupt His salva
tion. He did not count it a hindrance when the poor woman
broke in on His way to Jairus's house. No time or circumstance
makes a difficulty with Him. He gives all victory, strengthens
the weak, gives His Holy Spirit, His Atonement, His deliverances
-His love, His Father's love. " Let us therefore run with patience
the race set before us, looking unto Jesus." He gathers out the
stones, He lifts the heart and eyes from the dead things that lie
in the way, so that, with the hope set before, they pursue and
endure to the end. FOLLOWER-ON.

Editorial.
Received with many thanks: Miss R. Cowell; Dr. L. Houghton;

Rev. T. Pittaway; Mr. F. Coxon; Miss J. Alexander; Mr. A. T.
Tasker; Mr. Frederick Naylor; Mr. J. W. Walsh.

Books Received.
" IF WE BELEVE": By the Right Rev. Frank Houghton, B.A.,

pp. 107; 3s. 6d.; The Inter-Varsity Fellowship, 39, Bedford
Square, London, W.C.I.
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AGED PILGRIMS.
ENCOURAGEMENTS IN THE WORK.

APART from the tokens of the blessing of God in the work, the
Committee are from time to time encouraged by various helps
by the way such as personal thanks and letters from the Society's
pilgrims, letters of appreciation from friends and relatives in
praise of the efforts of the Nursing staff, and very welcome
contributions towards the Society's funds.

Most heartening was the recent anonymous contribution from,
the North of England, sent in response to the "Aged Pilgrims'
Notes" in the August issue of the Gospel Magazine~ a gift which
will greatly stimulate the Lady Visitors of the Hornsey Rise Home
in their Sale effort on November 7th next. In their name and on
behalf of the General Committee the warmest thanks are
expressed to "Anonymous."
THE LADY VISITORS.

The value of the general work of the Lady Visitors to each of
the Society's Homes is important; but it can hardly be assessed
in words, for it is based upon regular personal contact with the
residents. This regular friendly association does so much for the
residents which could not be provided by any other means. Not
only do they help in a friendly Christian sense, but through their
observation and experience they can frequently ease a burden or
give some special help or guidance which the weaknesses of
advancing years has made necessary. Their words of Christian
comfort or gracious counsel have helped many, and brought by
God's blessing some light and relief to burdened hearts. The
Ladies are also responsible for the Sales.
PROMISES FULFILLED.

In a temporal sense the Society's Homes fulfil the words:
cc And My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation~ and in
sure dwellings) and in quiet resting-places)),. and the psalmist in
the 69th Psalm, verse 36, says: cc They that love His name shall
dwell therein.)) Much encouragement is given the Committee in
that such promises are so much realised by the residents in the
Home facilities, and that they are so thankfully shared. <

A resident wrote:-
"Physical needs, material needs, and above all; spiritual

needs, the Lord has supplied, and I can say, abundantly.
I praise God I am counted worthy to be a resident in this
Home. We can all say, , Not one thing hath failed of all the
good things which the Lord God promised)) (losh. 23 : 14-15).
On every member of the Committee may the Lord pour out
His blessing, and may He richly supply every need of the
Society. 'He is faithful) and able to perform and keep His
promises."
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WINTER CLOTHING APPEAL.

To the Editor of The Gospel Magazine.

Sir,-Will you kindly grant us another opportunity of appealing
to your readers on behalf of our fellow Protestants in Spain and
Italy. We have been much encouraged by the amount and
quality that Gospel Magazine readers have sent, which has
enabled us to dispatch 44 bales of good, solid clothing during the
first eight months of this present year. But we do wish our
helpers could see the letters of gratitude which come from those
who suffer so much because they are His. Here are two of the
briefest; the first from Spain, the other from Italy :-

"Very dear brother in the Faith,

A few days since I received your letter, and to-day the
parcel of clothing. What emotion it stirred in this house!
Everything is so useful. The overcoat fitted most magnifi
cently my son Samuel. Many thanks for this valuable gift.
Also for the dress which is exactly the size and fit for my
wife. The rest of the garments will be passed on to our
poor brethren; they will be most grateful. Hallelujah!

The Lord will not forget the service of love shown in His
name. Many thanks in the Lord's name. With much love
in Christ from all my family, and from your servant and
grateful brother, ---- -----
"Dear Brother,

The help you have given me already, and the further gifts
you propose to send me for the ministry of the salvation of
the Italian people, is of great comfort to many. In this new
zone we are having a very hard trial, the alluvium (very
heavy rain) is leaving very many people without home,
without clothing, without nothing! How sad! May the
Lord have pity on so many little children who have lost their
parents.

If you can send me Bibles and New Testaments, also mixed
portions of New Testaments, Psalms, and Epistles, it would be
helpful. 1-1any thanks and cordial greetings, and very
affectionately I assure you that I always remember you in
my prayers. "

A very special need is shoes. If friends have any sound shoes
to spare, or any that will stand re-soling, they would indeed be a
blessing! May we also mention that ladies in both lands do not
wear hats, but veils!

Our grateful thanks to all 'who have contributed so generously

,-
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during the year; and we hope, if His will, that we shall be able
to continue this labour of love.

Yours in His great Name and Service,
ALBERT T. TASKER

(Foreign Aid Committee).
Rest Haven, Danbury, Chelmsford.

THE UNSEARCHABLE RICHES OF CHRIST.

(( Unto me, who are less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ)' (Ephesians 3 : 8).

If we heard this sentence for the first time, we should all feel
it was very remarkable. It is remarkable on account of the bold
and striking figures of speech which it contains. "Less than the
least of all saints"; "unsearchable riches of Christ"; these are
indeed "thoughts that breathe and words that bum."

The sentence is doubly remarkable when we consider the man
who wrote it. The writer was the great Apostle of the Gentiles,
Paul-leader of that noble little Jewish army which went forth
from Palestine nineteen centuries ago, and turned the world upside
down.

Notice-

I. WHAT PAUL SAYS OF HIMSELF.

The founder of famous churches. the writer of fourteen inspired
epistles, who was " not behind the very chiefest apostles," the man
who "spent and was spent" for souls, who could truly say,
" To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain," uses language which
is singularly strong. employing an emphatic comparative and
superlative « I am less than the least of all saints."

We may be sure that what Paul wrote with his pen, he felt in
his heart. The language is even exceeded in Philippians 3 : 12;
1 Corinthians 15 : 9; 1 Timothy 1 : 15; and Romans 7 : 24. Paul
saw in his own heart of hearts far more defects than he saw
in anyone else. The eyes of his understanding were so fully
opened by God the Holy Spirit that he detected a hundred things
wrong in himself which the dull eyes of other men never saw at
all.

The more real grace men have in their hearts, the deeper is
their sense of sin. The more light the Holy Spirit pours into our
souls, the more we discern our own infirmities, defilements, and
darkness. The dead soul feels and sees nothing; with life comes
clear vision, a tender conscience and spiritual sensibility. Observe
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what lowly expressions Abraham, Jacob, Job, David, and John
the Baptist used about themselves. One common feature
belongs to them all-a very deep sense of sin. Happy is
he who has learned to draw nigh to God with the prayer of the
publican, (( God be merciful to me a sinner." Our Prayer Book,
from first to last, puts the humblest language into the mouths of
those who use it. The sentences at the beginning of morning
and evening prayer, the General Confession, the Litany, the
Lord's .Supper, are all replete with lowly-minded, and self-abasing
expreSSIOns.

H. WHAT PAUL SAYS OF HIS OFFICE.

There is a grand simplicity in the Apostle's words about this
subject. (( Grace is given unto me that I should preach"; we
do not doubt that Paul's conception of the minister's office
included the administration of the Sacraments, and doing all
other things needful for the edifying of the body of Christ. It
is, however, evident that the leading idea before his mind was
that the chief business of the New Testament is to be a preacher,
evangelist, God's messenger, and proclaimer of God's good news.
He says in another place, "Christ sent me not to baptise, but
to preach the Gospel" (1 Cor. 1: 17).

There is a conspicuous absence of the theory that there was
intended to be a sacerdotal ministry in the Pastoral Epistles to
Timothy and Titus, where, if anywhere, we might have expected
to find it. On the contrary, in these very epistles we read such
expressions as "God hath manifested His Word through preach
ing"; " I am appointed a preacher"; "Preach the Word." The
Epistles to Timothy and Titus confirm the fact that the ministerial
office is a Scriptural institution.

The ministerial office is a most wise and useful provision of God.
I t provides an undying machinery for the promoting and
awakening of sinners and the building up of believers. Our God ...
is a God of order, Who works by the use of means, and we have
no right to expect His cause to be kept up by constant inter
positions while His servants stand idle. For the uninterrupted
preaching of the Word and administration of the Sacraments, no
better plan can be devised than the appointment of a regular
order of men who shall give themselves wholly to Christ's business.

The ministerial office is an honourable privilege. It is an
honour to be ambassador of the King of kings. to carry the
message of the redeeming love of Christ to sinners, and to know
that the results of the work, if God shall bless it, are eternal.

Pray for us. None are in more spiritual danger than ministers.
The same apostle who said" Grace is given me to preach" said
" Pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have a free course,
and be glorified."
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••
Ill. THE SUBJECT OF PAUL'S PREACHING.

He calls it "the unsearchable riches of Christ."

That the converted man of Tarsus should preach (( Christ" is
no more than we might expect from his antecedents. Knowing
for himself peace through the blood of the cross, we may be sure
he would always tell of the redeeming love of Christ to sinners.
He always went to the root of the matter, showing men their
great family disease, their desperate state as sinners, and the
great Physician needed by sin-sick souls.

Paul never forgot the road to Damascus, the house of Judas
in the street called Strait, the visit of Ananias, the scales falling
from his eyes, and his own marvellous passage from death to
life. He saw in Christ such a boundless provision for all the
wants of his soul that he knew no other phrase to convey its

. meaning than "the unsearchable riches of Christ."

T here are unsearchable riches in

(1) Christ's person. The miraculous union of perfect Man
and perfect God in our Lord Jesus Christ is a great mystery
it is a mine of comfort; infinite power and infinite sympathy are
met together and combined in our Saviour. As God, He is
mighty to save; and as Man, He is exactly suited to be our
Head, Representative, and Friend.

(2) The work Christ accomplished tor us, when He lived on
earth, died, and rose again. Truly" He finished the work which
His Father gave Him to do."

(3) The Offices Christ fills as He lives for His people at the
Father's right hand. He is their Mediator, Advocate, Priest,
Intercessor, Shepherd, Bishop, Physician, Captain, King, Master,
Head, Forerunner, and Bridegroom.

(4) Thp Names and titles applied to Christ in the Scriptures.
Their number is great. Only selecting a few, the Lamb of God,
bread of life, fountain of living waters, light of the world, the
door, the way, the vine, the rock, the corner-stone. Christian's
robe and altar. Think of all these names, and consider, when
beaten out and developed, what a wealth of truth they contain.

(5) T he characteristic qualities, attributes and intentions of
Christ's mind towards sinners. In Christ are riches of mercy,
love and compassion for sinners, riches of power to cleanse,
pardon. forgive and save to the uttermost, riches of willingness
to receive those who come to Him repenting and believing, riches
of sovereignty to change by His Spirit the hardest hearts and
worst characters, riches of tender patience. to bear with the
weakest believer, riches of strength to help His people to the end,
riches of sympathy for all who are cast down and bring their
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troubles to Him, and riches in glory for His people when He
comes agam.

Best of all, these riches are unsearchable. They are a mine
which, however long it may be worked, is never exhausted. They
are a fountain which, however many draw its waters, never runs
dry. He is still the Sun of righteousness. Myriads have drawn
and are drawing daily supplies of grace, mercy and strength,
finding all fullness in Christ's "unsearchable riches."

C. CARTER.

DIVINE PROTECTION.

JABEZ considered God as his Protector (1 Chron. 4: 10). His
humble application to God for the enlarging of his coast may
direct us to conclude that he was sensible of the necessity of
divine protection, to preserve him in a safe and quiet possession
of what was his present property. If we are persuaded that the
increase of our temporal favour is from God, we cannot doubt of
our holding whatever we may enjoy, by virtue of His governing
will. The peaceable enjoyment of what providence has made our
own is owing to the watchful care and powerful protection of the
great God: (( Safety is of the Lord." He causes the needy
that is to say, such as are poor, weak and defenceless-to lie down
in safety. The psalmist expresses his deep sense of divine pre
servation in these words: (( I will both lay me down in peace, and
sleep; for Thou, Lordt only makest me to dwell in safety.-"
(Psalm 4: 8). JOHN BRINE.
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