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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort

them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHlANS i. 4.

"THERE AM I IN THE MIDST"

<c Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as

touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them

of My Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are
gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of

them."-Matthew 18: 19, 20.

WHEN the children of God meet for public worship it is the desire
of their hearts that they shall, by the Holy Spirit's gracious influence,
realise the presence of the Lord Jesus in their midst. This is often
expressed in the hymns they sing at the beginning of a service:

Jesus, we Thy promise claim,
We are gathered in Thy name:
In the midst do Thou appear;
Manifest Thy presence here.

(Charles Wesley, 1740).
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Or, with Thomas Kelly of Dublin:

How sweet to leave the world awhile,

And seek the presence of our Lord;

Dear Saviour, on Thy people smile,

And come according to Thy word.

(T. Kelly, 1804)

May the Holy Spirit guide as we ponder these gracious words of
the Saviour.

A PARTICULAR OCCASION

It will be well if we first look at the connection in which the
Lord's statement is placed in the Gospel according to Matthew.
The context is one in which there were difficulties among the
disciples. "At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, sa\·ing.
Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" (verse 1). The\·
had been disputing among themselves which of them was the ~reat

est (Mark 9: 33, 24). The Lord Jesus, we read, "called a little
child unto Him, and set him in the midst," and gave His cli"ciples
a warning that they were to be humble and harmless (verses 1-6).
They were to avoid occasions of stumbling (verses 7-14).

Then the Saviour gave them guidance how to deal with a brother
who had given cause of offence. The disciple was to go to the
brother, and tell him his fault privately (" between thee and him
alone "); if the brother heard him, he had gained his brother. But
if he would not hear, the disciple was to take" one or two more"
with him. If the brother refused to hear these, the matter was to be
taken "unto the church" (the local synagogue or congregation)
(verse 17). It is just after this th.at the statement is made: " If two
of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask,
it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven" (verse
19).

Hence some writers refer the latter statement to the particular
occasion mentioned. If it does so refer, we can think of the" two
or three" as joining in prayer before going to the offender or
(perhaps also) after their visit. They would wish to take the whole
matter to the Lord in prayer. They might not be able to accom
plish anything, but" with God all things are possible." The wanE
of the text would then be an encouragement in a matter of a difficu
nature within the congregation. It might be noticed that, immed
iately afterwards, Peter came to Jesus and said to Him, "Lord.
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him:' u ill
seven times? " (verse 21).
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AN ENCOURAGEMENT IN WORSHIP
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But I feel that the gracious saying should not be confined to such
occasions only. It relates to all occasions where the Lord's children
are gathered together in Christ's name. We can think of it with
respect to public worship, prayer meetings, prayer in the home or
anywhere where the "two or three" are gathered in the Lord's
name.

What an encouragement it is_" a great encouragement this to
social prayer though ever so few are engaged in it" (Dr. Gill).
Let us prize the privilege! How much we forget it and neglect it!
How many occasions we might use it-even when there are but
" two" of us.

The Jews, I understand, lay down the regulation that for public
worship there must be at least ten present (ten men), and they
cannot hold a service without these ten men. Our gracious Lord
here speaks of "two or three." Though the number be ever so
small, He has said that He is in the midst.

Let none, then, be discouraged from worship or from prayer by
smallness of numbers. The smallest possible congregation, gathered
in His N.ame, has His presence in the midst, and their prayer is
sure to be heard. He will give His blessing. In a time of general
apostacy, Malachi wrote: "Then they that feared the Lord spake
often one to another; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared
the Lord, and that thought upon His Name. And they shall be
Mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I make up my
jewels (margin, my special treasure)" (Malachi 3 : 16-17). I think
that it was Spurgeon who said that the sense of the Lord's presence
"would dignify the smallest congregation as it would annihilate
the largest."

"IN MY NAME"

But what does "gathered in My Name" mean? 'ATe usually
tak~ it, and rightly so, of being gathered in connection with His
Person and Work. In the original Greek it is "unto My Name."
This I take to be " for His worship, for His service," and I note that
the" My" is emphatic. We are gathered where the Lord Jesus
Christ is the centre of the hearts of those present. He is their
" all in all" (Col. 3: 11). The Spirit-moved worshipper says:

There is a Name I love to hear,
I love to sing its worth;

I t sounds like music in mine ear,
The sweetest name on earth.



292 The Gospel Maga;:.ine

Jesus, the name I love so well,
The Name I love to hear:

No saint on earth its worth can tell,
No heart conceive how dear.

This Name shall shed its fragrance still
Along this thorny road,

Shall sweetly smooth the rugged hill
That leads me up to God.

And there, with all the blood-bought throng,
From sin and sorrow free,

I'll sing the new eternal song
Of Jesus' love to me.

(Frederick Whitfield, 1857).

THE LORD IN THE MIDST

The words of the Lord Jesus are usually referred to as a promise.
But the words appear, not as a promise of what will be, but as a
statement of fact of what is-" There am I in the midst." May
we be given grace to believe it, to have no doubt about it, and
to rest upon its assurance.

I t is a spiritual presence-there is no other presence on earth.
The heaven has received the bodily presence of Christ "until the
times of restitution of all things" (Acts 3: 21). The spiritual
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ must be the same for all occasions
on earth where the two or three are gathered in His Name. Many
want to speak of a presence on the so-called" altar," but we cannot
do so. The presence is in the midst of His people, in their hearts.
This is the only real presence.

This presence of the Lord Jesus with His assembled people all
the world over speaks of His Divinity, His Godhead. He must be
God, Who can be present everywhere with His people and Who
can hear their prayers. This cannot apply to Mary, the earthly
mother of our Lord's human body; for, otherwise, she must be
divine to hear all the prayers that are offered to her. We are not
told that she or any other human person can hear at all any prayer.
But we are told of One who is the only "Mediator between God
and Man" (1 Tim. 2 : 5, 6), Onc who is in the midst, One who can
hear, One who is Divine.

We might notice that the Lord particularly said the agreement of
two r< on earth" (verse 19) : " Again, I say unto you, That if two of
you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask,
it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven."
Though they are but on earth and at such a distance from heaven,
they shall be heard through His Name. He is "the Mediator
between God and man." He is related to both parties.
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Where two or three with sweet accord,
Obedient to their sov'reign Lord,
Meet to recount His acts of grace,
And offer solemn prayer and praise-

" There," says the Saviour, "will I be
Amid this little company,
To them unveil My smiling face,
And shed My glories round the place."

We meet at Thy command, dear Lord,
Relying on Thy faithful Word;
Now send Thy Spirit from above,
And fill our hearts with heavenly love.

Then shall we praise the God of grace,
Who brought our footsteps to this place;
For prayer and praise, with sins forgiven,
Bring down to earth the bliss of heaven.

S. Stennett, 1787.

So wrote Samuel Stennett, D.D. (1727-1795), Baptist Minister in
London (Lincoln's Inn Fields), whose grandfather, Joseph Stennett,
wrote many beautiful and Scriptural hymns. Dr. Samuel Stennett
preached the funeral sermon of Dr. John Gill (Carter Lane Chapel).

A CLOSING PRAYER

In the Church of England we have a beautiful prayer at the close
of our services, and it is based upon the Lord's statement in Matt.
18: 20. It is an ancient prayer, and is known as " The Prayer of
St. Chrysostom." It is an example of Archbishop Cranmer's bring
ing together of the many excellent prayers of God's people from all
parts of the Christian world. Addressed to the Lord Jesus, it makes
a very suitable close of our public worship. We refer to it because
it is so spiritual and is based on our text:

" Almighty God, Who hast given us grace at this time with
one accord to make our common supplications unto Thee; and
dost promise, that when two or three are gathered together
in Thy Name Thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, 0
Lord, the desires and petitions of Thy servants, as may be
most expedient for them, granting us in this world knowledge
of Thy truth, and in the world to come life everlasting."

This is grounded on our experience of God's grace (" Almighty God,
Who hast given us grace ")-we acknowledge that all our worship
is due to His grace and that He has enabled us to pray" with one
accord" (Acts 1: 14; 4 : 24). It is based upon the certainty of the
Lord's infallible Word-He is in the midst and will "grant their
requests" (a paraphrase of His being in the midst)-His own Word
obliges Him to hear the prayers of His people. We are not to
doubt His answer. So we ask Him to fulfil the desires of our hearts
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and the petitions of our mouths. But in the prayer we state this
with humble submission to His wisdom and His will-He knows
what is most expedient for His people-so we say " as may be most
expedient for them." We leave it all to Him; we submit and wait
patientiy. But we ask for two essential things for our spiritual "
strength and happiness-knowledge of His truth and everlasting
enjoyment of Him in the world to come.

May the Lord Himself assure us, each in our hearts, that where
the two or three are gathered in His Name there is His gracious
Divine Presence in the midst. W.D.S.

AGED PILGRIMS

Friends may like to have details of forthcoming Sales of Work
which will, God willing, be held on behalf of the funds of the
Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society. Please do all you can to give the
encouragement of your presence and support.

BRIGHTON-Thursday, October 4th, North Road Lecture Hall, to
be opened at 11 a.m. by Mrs. H. Paul.

BRADFORD (Yorks.)-Saturday, October 6th, Fountain Hall,
Fountain Street, to be opened at 3 p.m.

BATH-Saturday, October 6th, Schoolroom, Bethel Chapel, Walcot,
to be opened at 3 p.m. by Mr. H. Salkeld.

LEICESTER-Thursday, October 11th, Edward Wood Hall, London
Road, to be opened at 4 p.m.

CROWBOROUGH-Friday, October 12th, Girl Guides Hall, to be
opened at 11 a.m. by Lady Brind.

WINCHESTER-Thursday, October 18th, Congregational Hall, Jewry
Street, to be opened at 3 p.m. by Bishop Corfield.

GUILDFORD-Wednesday, October 24th, Centenary Hail, Chapel
Street, to be opened at 3 p.m. by Mrs. L. G. Mills.

HORNSEY RISE-Friday, ovember 2nd, at the Society's Home,
Hazellville Road, London, N.19, to be opened at 3 p.m.

FIVE ASH DOWN-Wednesday, November 7th, Independent Chapel
Schoolroom, to be opened at 2.15 p.m. by Miss Lois Warburton.

BRISTOL-Wednesday, November 14th, Gift Day and Sale of Work
at 29 Oakfield Road, Clifton, Bristol 8.

HASTINGS-Wednesday, November 14th, The Tabernacle Hall, to
be opened at 2 p.m. by Mrs. A. R. Miles.

HORLEY-Wednesday, November 14th, Providence Chapel School
room, Victoria Road, to be opened at 11 a.m. by H. T. Haynes,
Esq.

HASLEMERE-Wednesday, November 21st, Glover's Hut, Shotter
mill, to be opened at 2.30 p.m. by E. A. Riddle, Esq.

CROYDON-Thursday, November 29th, Adult School Hall, Par.'
Lane, to be opened at 10.30 a.m.
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" BE OF GOOD CHEER"

A SERMON PREACHED BY THE REV. J. BATTERSBY (SHEFFIELD)

JUNE, 1882

'" But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, C Be of good cheer;
it is I, be not afraid.' "-Matthew 15: 27.

THE substance of the circumstances connected with the miracle of
our Lord's walking upon the sea is recorded in three of the gospels:
St. Matthew, S1. Mark, and St. John. There is some slight differ
ence in the relation of the circumstances, but by reading each
account we shall get a clear view of the miracle.

There are several miracles referred to in this chapter. In the
13th and 14th verses we read, that when Jesus departed into a
desert place the people heard of Him, and " they followed Him on
foot out of the cities. And Jesus went forth, and saw a great multi
tude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and He healed
their sick." It was in this desert place that He performed one of
His most remarkable miracles: the feeding of five thousand with
five barley loaves and two small fishes. After this striking miracle
our Lord commanded His disciples to go over the sea of Tiberias
toward Capernaum whilst He sent the multitudes away. And
" He went up into a mountain apart to pray." In the latter part
of the chapter you have also an account of other miracles which He
performed in the land of Gennesaret. Our text is connected with
the miracle of Christ's walking on the sea.

Each Evangelist bears testimony to the fact that Jesus came to
His disciples walking on the sea. Now in bringing before you this
part of my subject, I shall endeavour to shew you that the disciples
were in trouble, and that Jesus mercifully and graciously delivered
them out of it.

THE DISCIPLES IN TROUBLE

The disciples were in trouble. I need not delay you upon this
point, at present, beyond quoting the words that, "when the
disciples saw the Lord walking on the sea, they were troubled, and
cried out for fear." They were exceedingly afraid.

Now, how did they get into this trouble? Jesus had just fed five
thousand, beside women and children, with five barley loaves and
two small fishes. This miracle astonished the people, and they
concluded that Jesus was the prophet of God, for in St. John's
account of the miracle you read: "Then those men, when they had
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seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet
that should come into the world." Jesus perceived that they would
come and take Him by force to make Him a king (6: 14-15). The
Jews had the notion, and clung to it most tenaciously, that when
the Messiah came, He would set up a temporal kingdom, and
deliver them from the yoke of Caesar.

The disciples themselves had this idea deeply rooted in their
minds, for they asked the Saviour after His resurrection, saying,
" Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel"
(Acts 1 : 6). It is quite clear that our Lord's object was not to set
up a temporal kingdom, but a spiritual one in the hearts of believers.
His kingdom was not of this world. It was then, what it is now,
a kingdom of righteousness, and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.
The Jewish notion of a temporal kingdom and of making Jesus a
king, led to our Lord compelling His disciples to go to the sea, to
His sending the multitudes away, and to His going up into a
mountain apart to pray. It is said in the 22nd verse, "And
straightway," or immediately, "Jesus constrained," compelled, or
forced, "His disciples to get into a ship."

And we hear of no disobedience in them, but on the contrary
" they went down unto the sea, and entered into a ship, and went
over the sea toward Capernaum" (John 6: 17). The disciples
were not like rebellious Jonah, who was told to go to Ninevah to
cry against the wickedness of the people, but instead of doing so
he rose and went to sea from the presence of the Lord. Jonah got
into trouble by his disobedience. The disicples got into trouble
too, but not from the same cause. We may venture to go wherever
the Lord commands us, for if dangers and troubles await us, the
Lord will appear for our deliverance and salvation.

THE PLACE OF THEIR TROUBLE

The place of their trouble. "But the ship was now in the midst
of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary" (verse
24). St. John says, " And the sea arose by reason of a great wind
that blew, so when they had rowed about five-and-twenty or thirty
furlongs," or were in the midst of the sea-the sea being from six
to eight miles across-the disciples would be from three to four
miles from land every way. They were literally in great danger
and trouble. They were as far from the land as they could be, for
they were in the midst of the sea, and the raging waves thereof ...
tossed themselves against their little bark, and the great winds that
blew were contrary, and the night was dark, but they ceased not
" toiling or rowing," for their Master had commanded them to go
to the other side.

I think I see a great deal of real spiritual teaching in all this.
What is the world itself but a sea of trouble, storms, and tempests?
The world is a great and wide sea, in which are things creeping
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innumerable, both small and great beasts. The sea of this world
has its monsters (Psa. 104: 25; Lam. 4: 3). "The wicked are
like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt" (Isa. 57: 20). This sea and the waves thereof often
roar against the disciples of Jesus, but these raging waves, though
they toss themselves against the little ship-the Church of God
yet can they not prevail; though they roaf, yet can they not pass
over it (Jer. 5: 22).

And then, there are great winds blowing. Not the favourable
winds of the Spirit of God, but the contrary winds of Satan. The
winds of temptation, and the trying and searching winds of false
doctrine, which often toss persons to and fro, and make them
stagger like a drunken man. St. John says, " And it was now dark,
and Jesus was not come to them." Is not this often the case in
the experience of believers? The night is dark, and they mourn
their absent Lord.

Well, what has to become of the ship, the frail little ship of the
Church of God? Has it to be lost? Shall the waves of persecution
destroy it? Or shall the strong wind of Satan dash it to pieces?
Or shall a dark night be its ruin? Or shall the bodily absence of
Jesus cause it to perish? No! No! Blessed be God! The Master
has commanded His disciples to go to the other side, and to the
other side they must go.

THE TIME OF THEIR TROUBLE

The time of their trouble. We are told that" it was in the fourth
watch of the night." This would be from three to six o'clock in the
morning. They must have had a rough night of it. They had been
labouring and toiling in order to arrive at land, but they are still
in the midst of the sea. Their salvation was approaching. Weeping
and labouring may endure for a night, but joy and deliverance are
certain to come in the morning. Their Saviour was near, but
they knew it not.

Is not this frequently the experience of the Spirit taught child of
God? Jesus had got His eye upon His disicples, and was going to
them. They were not going to Him, but He to them, "walking
on the sea" (verse 25). "The eyes of the Lord are upon the
righteous, .and His ears are open unto their cry." The Lord has
His own time for deliverance. His time was drawing near when
He would deliver His disciples from the perils of the sea, both
suddenly and unexpectedly. When trouble is at its height, then
deliveraI,1ce is most welcome, and frequently most speedy.

THE HEIGHT OF THEIR TROUBLE

The height of their trouble. "They saw Jesus walking on the sea,
and were troubled, for they thought that it was a spirit" (verse 26).
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The impression upon their minds was, that it was an evil spirit or
demon which had come to destroy them. They were terrified, they
were afraid, they were troubled. Can their trouble be increased?

"They cried out for fear." How wonderfully the Lord works in
bringing His disciples to prayer. They cried out to God. They
wanted help. They felt their need, for they were in trouble. Jesus
was at hand ready to save them. "Straightway/' instantly, " Jesus
spake unto them, saying, "Be of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid."

What a picture we have here of the sinner who is brought to feel
that he is lost and needs a Saviour. "What must I do to be saved"?
Jesus speaks, and speaks to such, "I am able to save." And to
troubled saints, such as David, who cried out, "0 my God, my
soul is cast down within me .... Deep calleth unto deep at the
noise of thy waterspouts; all thy waves and thy billows are gone
over me." "Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord."

He speaks, and speaks not in vain, "Be of good cheer; it is I;
be not afraid." There is nothing to fear from Jesus. He is the
Brother born for adversity, the Friend who loveth at all times, the
unfailing Friend who sticketh closer than a brother. By sea and
by land, He watches over His own, and provides for them:

"They may, like the ships, by tempest be toss'd,
On perilous deeps, but cannot be lost:
Though Satan engages the wind and the tide,
The promise engages, 'The Lord will provide.' "

THE DELIVERANCE WROUGHT BY JESUS

I shall now speak to you of the deliverance which Jesus wrought
on behalf of His disciples. No sooner are they led to cry out for help
than Jesus delivers them. "Straightway," instantly, as in a moment,
He affords them succour, and allays their fears.

Where had the Saviour been during His absence? Had He been
unmindfulof them? I think not. We read that" when He had
sent the multitudes away, He went up into a high mountain apart
to pray: and when the evening was come, He was there alone"
(verse 23). He was praying to His Father in secret, that His Father
who seeth in secret might reward Him openly. He was praying
for His disciples, though they knew it not. His eyes were upon
them as He looked down from the mountain and saw them
struggling with the stormy wind and tempest. They were " toiling
in rowing," but He was pr.aying for them, that their strength might
not fail. He could plead with His Father, " those are they whom
Thou hast given Me, and I will, that they may be preserved and
saved." The Father hears the Son always, and now Jesus goes
to their rescue and reveals Himself to them.
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JESUS MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO HIS DISCIPLES

" It is 1." How sweetly could this well-known voice sound in
their ears. It was a familiar voice. It was the voice of a friend.
I am Jesus your Master and your Saviour. I am come to deliver
you. I have been watching over you during the night, and I have
prayed to My Father for you, and you shall be saved.

" Be not afraid." "I have set My right foot upon the sea, and
my left foot upon the earth," and I rule over all (Rev. 10). "I
tread upon the waves of the sea" (Job 7 : 8). "My way is in the
sea, and My path in the great waters, and My footsteps are not
known" (Psalm 77). "The Lord hath His way in the whirlwind
and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of His feet. He
rebuketh the sea and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers"
(Nahum 1). He could say, " I hold the winds in My fists, and the
waters in the hollow of My hands, and I can control them as I
please."

"Be not afraid." Do you not know Me? I am He who hath
gathered the wind in His fists, who hath bound the waters in a
garment, who hath established all the ends of the earth. I am
Jehovah Jesus, that is My Name.

Many of the Lord's disciples are acquainted with the wonderful
works which He doeth to the children of men. Try and read the
following Scripture with .a spiritual understanding: "They that go
down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these
see the works of the Lord, and His wonders in the deep. For He
commandeth and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the
waves thereof. They mount up to heaven, they go down again to
the depths; their soul is melted because of trouble. They reel to
and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end.
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble," like the disciples on
the sea of Galilee, or like a soul in deep spiritual trouble, "and
He bringeth them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a
calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are they glad
because they are quiet; so He bringeth them unto their desired
haven." "Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness,
and for His wonderful works to the children of men."

JESUS MAY BE VERY NEAR HIS PEOPLE AND THEY NOT KNOW IT

You will remember the dream which J acob had of seeing a ladder
set up, which reached from earth to heaven, and how the Lord
spoke to him from the top of it. Now, when Jacob awoke out of
his sleep, he said, "Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it
not." He was dreadfully afraid; but then it was the house of God,
and the very gate of heaven. Mary Magdalene saw Jesus standing
in the garden after His resurrection, and knew not that it was ~.
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Jesus. The two disciples who talked with Jesus on their way to
Emmaus knew not that it was Jesus until He was known of them in
breaking of bread.

Jesus may be very near some of us this evening, and we not
know that it is Jesus. He may be speaking to some who are in
great trouble-even soul trouble of the bitterest sort,-saying, " It
is I; be not afraid." I would say to you who are the spiritual seed of
Jacob, dwell on the "Fear nots" of Scripture. 0, Israel, thou
art my servant, I have chosen thee, and I will not cast thee away.
" Fear thou not, for I am with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy
God; I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteousness.... I, the Lord thy
God, will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not, I will help
thee. Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help
thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel."
" Fear not." "It is I," saith Jesus, "Be not afraid."

" BE OF GOOD CHEER"

Jesus has a word of encouragement for His disciples even in the
midst of their troubles. You will remember how the Lord encour
aged Joshua, saying, "Be strong and of a good courage, for I will
be with thee-I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee." Thus, also,
the Lord encouraged David, and many of the Old Testament saints.

The children of God need encouragement, and the way to encour
age them is to speak of the precious promises which are made to
them in the Word of God. "Be of good cheer." "It is I," who
loved you and gave myself for you. You are Mine, and I will keep
you by day and by night. Sin and Satan shall not hurt you.
Temptations and trials shall not harm you. When you think that
you are in the greatest danger and all hope gone that you shall be
saved, then you shall hear My voice, and feel My power. "Be of
good cheer," "Be not afraid," for it is I Myself, and not another
who shall deliver you.

PETER TESTS HIS MASTER

" Peter answered Him, and said, "If it be Thou, bid me come
unto Thee on the water" (verse 28). This does not for a moment
imply that Peter was in doubt about his Maister, but he dare
not venture to go to Him until he had received the word of
command. He had confidence that, if Jesus told him to walk on the
water, he would be able to do so. He loved the Lord, and no
doubt he wished to be with Him, and to embrace Him. But out of
the ship he durst not move until Jesus said to him, "COME." When
Jesus says to His troubled ones, "COME TO ME/' then they mav
safely go to Him.



The Gospel Magadne 301

Peter manifested strong faith and great courage, for no sooner
does he hear his Master say to him, "COME/' than "he comes
down out of the ship, and he walks on the water, to go to Jesus"
(verse 29). This is another miracle! Peter is now like His Lord,
walking on the water. The world is under his feet, for his eye is.
upon Jesus.

How long is this to last? "But when he saw the wind boisterous,
he was afraid." Whence come our doubts and fears? Verily, they
come not by looking to Jesus, but by looking at the troublesome
waves of this troublesome world. As soon as the eye is off Jesus
and on the world, there will be fear. It is perfect love to Christ
which alone casts out fear.

" Peter, beginning to sink, cried, saying, Lord, save me." 'What,
has Peter's faith failed him? What about Peter's courage now?
What has become of his good resolution? Peter is beginning to sink
in the waves. What now? Peter prays, and cries to the Lord to
save him. "Lord, save me." Peter is in need, and wants help, and
so he cries out. His cry is no sooner heard than answered. "And
immediately," in a moment, "Jesus stretched forth His hand and
caught him." Had it not been for the timely help of Jehovah's
hand, Peter would never have returned to the ship.

The hand which caught Peter when sinking in the waves, is the
same Divine hand which catches the sinner from sinking into hell,
and the saint from sinking into absolute despair. "Behold, the
Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear
heavy, that it cannot hear." The Lord's hand is both long and
strong so that it can reach, catch, and save the greatest of sinners.
And His ear is quick to hear the cries of His poor and needy
children when they call upon Him.

PETER REBUKED

Jesus said unto Peter when He had caught him, "0 thou of
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" (verse 31). He does not
charge Peter as being without faith. He had faith, but it was little
faith. Well, little faith is better than no faith.

There are many doubting Peters in the Church of God. The
Lord loved Peter, and a rebuke from a helping loving Friend like
Jesus would be most acceptable. "As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten," saith the Lord of hosts.

If the Lord rebuked His disciple, still he held him by His hand,
and when He holds up His servants they are safe. The Lord and
His servant walk together, hand in hand, upon the sea, as they
proceed to the ship. The sea is under their feet. If Peter sinks
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now, the Lord must sink with him. They sink or walk together.
They are one, by eternal union one. Believers are more than con
querors through Jesus Christ their Lord and Saviour.

THE WIND CEASED

"And when they were come into the ship the wind ceased."
St. Mark says, " He went up unto them into the ship; and the wind
ceased: and they were sore amazed in themselves beyond measure,
and wondered." Jesus walked upon the sea, and Peter walked upon
the sea during the storm and the tempest, but now another miracle
is wrought, for they have entered the ship, the wind is rebuked
and the waves are still. Jehovah Jesus did many wonderful works
which were above and beyond the power of nature to perform. He
doing so now in His gracious operations, but I forbear to enter into
particulars, having done so on former occasions.

St. John says, " Then they willingly received Him into the ship."
The Lord's people are a willing people in the day of His power.
Jesus had shewn them His power over the winds and the waves,
and now He makes them feel His power over their hearts.

St. Matthew says, "then they that were in the ship came and
worshipped Him, saying, Of a truth Thou art the Son of God."
They bowed down before Him and gave Him that adoration which
was due to Him, as the Son of God from heaven. All who worship
Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. The disciples had
seen His "mighty works," and had received boundless blessings at
His hands, and now they adore Him as the Author and Giver of all.
When the disciples saw Him and knew Him as the Son of God,
then they worshipped Him. Such is the experience of all true
believers.

THE DISCIPLES WERE TO GO UNTO THE OTHER SIDE (verse 22)

"And when they were gone over, they came into the land of
Gennesaret" (verse 34). St. Mark says, "that the disciples were
to go over to the other side" (6: 45). St. John says, "that they
went over the sea toward Capernaum." .... " And immediately,"
or instantly, as in a moment, "the ship was at the land whither
they went" (6: 21). I need not again dwell upon the force of the
word immediately, which here implies that the little skiff was at
once ;at the side of the sea, as if driven by Divine power. This was
another miracle. Have we not in this account of the disciples
crossing over the sea of Tiberias, miracle piled upon miracle?

The land of Gennesaret was renowned for its climate, its fertility,
its beauty, and its richness of scenery. May we not look upon the
fruitful and pleasant land of Gennesaret as a type of that heavenly
land which the children of God shall inherit when they shall ha\"e
passed over the rough and boisterous sea of this world! The climate
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of heaven shall be genial and healthy. Its fertility shall be fulness
of joy and pleasures for evermore. Its beauty shall be the holiness
and glory of Jehovah. And the richness of its scenery shall be the
heavenly host of unfallen angels and the redeemed spirits of just men
made perfect.

Now, beloved, remember whence the disciples came, they had
been miraculously fed in a desert place, they had braved and passed
over the stormy and tempestuous sea, and they had safely landed
at the other side, at the haven where they would be. What a picture
we have here of the experience of the children of God. Jesus first
meets with them in a desert place. It is there He gives them bread
from heaven to feed upon. It is there He teaches them that they
cannot buy victuals to supply their hungry souls. Having taught
them this first lesson, He then sends them forth to sea to gain a
further experience. Toiling in rowing brings out the spiritual
conflict of the children of God. They are tossed hither and thither
by the waves of this troublesome world. The winds of temptation
are against them, and they are driven full of fear and fright, they
know not whither, yet there is a voice:

" Above the tempest, soft and clear,
'Tis I, be not afraid."

The Angel of the everlasting Covenant appears for their relief,
saying, " Be of good cheer." "In the world ye shall have tribula
tion; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world," and so
shall you. And" who is he that overcometh the world, but he that
believeth that Jesus is the Son of God"? The little ship shall come
safely to land, and not a single passenger shall be lost. A few
more storms, a few more rough winds, a few more doubts, a few
more fears, a few more sinkings and a few more deliverances, and
then the ship shall arrive in port-in rest and safety-in heaven
and glory. What then becomes of the believer's unbelief?

" Begone unbelief! my Saviour is near,
And for my relief, will surely appear,
By prayer let me wrestle, and He will perform,
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm."

[This Sermon has been abbreviated.]

The more I think and preach about the infinitely rich Jesus and
His love, the greater still does He appear. My heart grows warmer
to Him. His cause grows more amiable; and nothing gives me pain
but that I do so little for Him, and speak so poorly of Him, and
that this lazy body is so soon tired in His work.-Willia.m Romaine.
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~tottG'tant J.l5eacon.

AN EARLY PURITAN COMMENTATOR

PAUL BAYNE (Died 1617)

ACCOUNTS agree in stating that Paul Baynes-for so his name is most
frequently spelt-was born in London. He received his school
education at Withersfield, in Suffolk, under one Master Cosens,
his schoolmaster, and was afterwards admitted to Christ College,
Cambridge. Of this college he was afterwards chosen Fellow. It
was a famous school of the prophets. Thomas Fuller says, " It may
without flattery be said of this house, ' Many daughters have done
virtuously, but thou excellest them all,' " if we consider the many
divines who in so short a time have here had their education."

Samuel Clarke (pastor of St. Bennet Fink, London, 1677) tells us
that at first Bayne's " conversation was so irregular that his father,
being grieved at it, before his death, being intimately acquainted
with one Master Wilson, a salesman in Birchin Lane, he left with
him forty pounds by the year, desiring him that, if his son did forsake
his evil courses and become an honest man, he would then give him
that forty pounds per annum; if not, he would never let him have it."
The consequence may best be told in Clarke's choice words, "It
pleased God, not long after his father's decease, to show him his
sins, and to work effectual repentance in him, for the evil of his
ways, so that forsaking his former evil company and practices, he
became eminent for his piety and holiness, and according to that of
our Saviour, much being forgiven him he loved much." Soon after
this gracious change, his father's friend, Mr. Wilson, was seized
with a dangerous sickness and, having heard of God's merciful deal
ing with Bayne, he sent for him. By his prayers and by his" savourv
discourse" the restored prodigal gave proof that he had fairly
earned his father's legacy. Faithful to his trust, Mr. Wilson told
Bayne of his father's bequest, and delivered up the writings of
agreement which had passed between his father and himself. As
Wilson had a wife and two children, he besought for them the
kindly care of his newly-found friend after he had departed. Paul
Bayne afterwards .married Wilson's widow.

n.-SUCCESSOR TO WILLIAM PERKINS AT CAMBRIDGE) 1602

Payne was a distinguished student. Clarke says that, being chosen
Fellow in his college" for his eminency in learning," he so much,
"through God's blessing on his studies and endeavours, improved

l,
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his time and talents, that he became inferior to none for sharpness
of wit, variety of reading, depth of judgment, aptness to teach, holy
and pleasant language, wise carriage, heavenly conversation and all
other fulness of grace." He adds" When Master Perkins, who was
lecturer in Cambridge, had there for many years held forth a burn
ing and shining light, the sparks whereof did fly abroad into all the
corners of the kingdom, and after he had served in his generation,
was taken up into heaven, there was none found so sweet to receive,
as it were, the torch out of his hand, and succeed in that great office
of bearing it before the people, as Master Baines, upon whom also
the spirit of that Elias was by experience found to be doubled. In
which station he so bemeaned himself for some years, that impietv
only had cause to complain. But .all that favoured the ways of God,
or savoured of religion, rejoiced, and glorified in him and his
ministry, as in a spiritual and heavenly treasure." Perkins died in
1602, which fixed the date of Bayne's appointment as lecturer, for
he immediately succeeded him.

n.-LINK WITH DR. RICHARD SrBBES

Clarke tells us of Bayne that" it pleased God to make him an
instrument in the conversion of that holy and eminent servant of
Jesus Christ, Doctor Sibbes." Bayne himself, as also Sibbes, is silent
on the matter. However, conversions were not so rare in those days.
Sibbes expressed his judgment of Paul Bayne in a preface to Bayne's
Exposition of the Epistle to the Ephesians: "Whereupon, as God's
truth hath in all ages been opposed in some branches of it, so the
divine providence that watcheth over the church raised up some
to fence the truth, and make up the breach. Men gifted propor
tionately to the time, and as well furnished to fight God's battles,
as· Satan's champions have been to stand for him. . . .. The
ancientist of the fathers had to deal with them without (the pagans),
and especially with proud heretics, that made their own conceits
the measure of holy truth, believing no more that they could com
prehend in the articles of the Trinity, and natures of Christ, whence
they bent their forces that way, and for their matter wrote more
securely. Not long after, the enemies of grace and flatterers of
nature, stirred up Augustine to challenge the doctrine of God's
predestination and grace out of their hands, which he did with
great success, as fitted with grace, learning, and wit, for such a
conflict; and no scriptures are more faithfully handled by him than
those that were wrested by his opposites, and such as made for the
strengthening of his own cause. In process of time men, desirous
of quiet, and tired with controversies, began to lay aside the study
of Scriptures, and hearken after an easier way of ending strife, by
the determination of one man (the bishop of Rome), whom virtually
they made the whole church; so the people were shut up under
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ignorance and implicit faith, which pleased them well, as easing
them of labour of search; as upon the same irksomeness of trouble,
in eastern parts, they yielded to the confusion and abomination of
Mahometism. And lest scholars should have nothing to do, they
were set to tie and untie school knots, and spin questions out of their
own brain; in which brabbles they were so taken up, that they
slightly looked to other matters. As for questions of weight, they
were schooled to resolve all into the decisive sentence of the see
apostolic, the authority of which they bent their wits to advance;
yet then wisdom found children to justify her; for scriptures that
made for authority of princes, and against usurpation of popes,
were well cleared by Occam, Marsilius, Patavinus, and others, as
those of predestination and grace by Ariminensis, Bradwardine and
their followers, against Pelagianism, then much prevailing. At
length the apostasy of popery spread so far, that God, in pity to
his poor church, raised up men of invincible courage, unwearied
pains, and great skill in tongues and arts, to free religion so deeply
enthralled; from whence it is that we have so many judicious
tractates and commentaries in this latter age."

Paul Bayne "was a man fit for this task, a man of much com
munion with God, and acquaintance with his own heart, observing
the daily passages of his life, and exercised much with spiritual
conflicts. As Paul (the apostle) in this epistle never seemeth to
satisfy himself in advancing the glory of grace, and the vileness
of man in himself, so this our Paul had large conceits of these things,
a deep insight into the mystery of God's grace and man's corruption;
he could therefore enter further into Paul's meaning, having re
ceived a large measure of Paul's spirit. He was one that sought
no great matters in the world, being taken up with comforts and
griefs, unto which the world is a stranger; one that had not all his
learning out of books; of a sharp wit and clear judgment. Though
his meditations were of higher strain than ordinary, yet he had a
good dexterity, furthered by his love to do good, in explaining dark
points with lightsome similitudes. His manner of handling questions
in this epistle is press and school-like, by arguments on both sides,
conclusions, and answers, a course more suitable to this purpose than
loose discourses."

m.-SILENCED AND DEPRIVED OF LECTURESHIP

Bayne had written a book, with a lengthy title-page, "The
Diocesans Tryall, wherein the main controversies about the former
government of the churches of Christ are judiciously stated, and
learnedly discussed, in the opening and thorough debating of these
three questions following: (1st) Whether Christ did institute or the
apostles frame any diocesan form of churches, or whether parish
ional only. (2nd) Whether Christ ordained by Himself, or by His

\,
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apostles, any ordinary pastor, having both precedencie of order
and majority of power over others? (3rd) Whether Christ did
immediately commit ordinary power ecclesiastical, and the exercise
of it, to anyone singular person, or to an united multitude of
presbyters. A work seasonable and useful for these times, being
very helpful to the deciding of differences now in question upon
this subject." This work has a preface by Amesius, and contains
an account of the silencing of the earnest and able lecturer at
St. Andrew's, Cambridge. The manner of Baye's silencing was in
the form of a visitation; the visitor for the Archbishop Bancroft
w.as his Chancellor Harsnet. It seems to have been determined
beforehand that Bayne should be silenced, but he conducted himself
with such prudence-knowing nothing among men save Jesus Christ
and Him crucified-that a plausible pretext was wanting. He was
ordered to preach the visitation sermon; it was thought that out
of it matter of accusation might be found against him. But he
preached a plain, simple, gospel sermon, full of sound doctrine,
Having tired himself as a result of the discourse, Bayne retired
quietly after coming down from the pulpit. Not knowing that he
was expected to appear before Harsnet, and being cited in his
temporary absence, he was immediately silenced for contumacy in
not appearing,

Afterwards, he appealed to the Chancellor for a revocation of the
hasty and .unjust sentence, but in vain. When on this occasion
the Chancellor was summing up the charges against him, Bayne re
ceived them with a complacent smile of conscious innocence; this
smile was translated into one of contempt for his superiors, and
the sentence was confirmed. Bayne afterwards appealed to the
Archbishop Bancroft, but again in vain. Amesius says, in the
preface above referred to, that as soon as he presented himself, at
the very first salutation, Bancroft sharply rebuked the good man
for a little black work which was upon the edge of his cuffs, asking
him how he dared to appear before him with such cuffs; it were
a good turn, he said, to lay him by the heels for so doing. Brook
(Lives of the Puritans), states, "How a little black edging could
offend his Lordship is certainly not easy to discover. It was not
prohibited by any of the canons, nor any violation of the ecclesias
tical constitutions; therefore, unless the Archbishop had some enmity
against the good man previously in his heart, it seems difficult to
say how he could have offended with so trivial a matter." Amesius
tells us, that after this he preached as he was afforded liberty;
that he spent his time in reading, meditation, and prayer; that he
had a weak body, and was much and often pressed by want, having,
as he often complained to his friends, no place in which to lay his
head.
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Once after this-under the auspices of Harsnet, then Bishop of
Chichester, and afterwards Archbishop-he was called before the
Council, accused of keeping conventicles, which pretence was
founded upon the simple fact, that being an excellent casuist, many
repaired to him for the resolution of cases of conscience. When he
was accused of the "crime" of keeping conventicles before the
Privy Council, one of the noblemen at the table said, " Speak, speak
for yourself." Whereupon, says Clarke, "he made such an ex
cellent speech that in the midst thereof a nobleman stood up and
said, 'He speaks more like an angel than a man, and I dare not
stay here to have a hand in any sentence against him,' upon which
they dismissed him, and he never heard more from them."

IV.-COMMENTARY ON EPHESIANS : « SAVED BY GRACE)J

Extracts from Bayne's Commentary on the Ephesians may interest
the reader, e.g., verse 8, chapter 2, " By grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God."

In this there is grace, and rich grace of the gospel, that God
doth covenant in the mediator; that he doth give us Christ,
and reveal Him in us; that He doth for Christ make us par
takers of righteousness and life, which is grace, the law requir
ing that for inherent righteousness we should be justified.
Neither Pelagius nor the papists know the grace of the coven
ant, for this is not that rich grace, because God, having
pardoned our sin, doth give us the graces of His Spirit, whereby
we might be righteous, and live. For if this were all, that
we are saved, and first of grace, because God undeservedly
hath given us tho-se virtues which make us righteous, and
deserve salvation, for thus Adam standing, might be said to be
saved by grace, because the merits (if he had any) were given
him of the grace of God, the perseverance in the use of his
will. he could not have had it unless he had received it from
God. The point then is clear, that God himself, in great
favour and riches of mercy, doth' justify us: Titus 2, 11, " The
grace of God, bringing salvation to all men, hath appeared."
So that the mere grace of God (not excited by any works,
but working of its own accord) hath the whole stroke in our
salvation. This is a truth which was well known in the time
of the Old Testament, " By mercy and truth iniquity shall be
forgiven" (Prov. 16: 6).

The reason is, because God's glory is most dear unto him,
neither can he endure therein to have any partner. Wherefore
(in the business of our salvation) he doth so wnrk, that man
may have no matter of rejoicing out of God, who cloth all
this work in Himself, and out of man, " that whoso rejoiceth,

"
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might rejOICe only in the Lord" (1 Cor. 1: 31). Now this
doctrine, that the grace of God is all in all in our salvation,
even this grace of the gospel, it doth teach us the error of the
popish church, in holding a concurrence of our works, etc. But
of this more afterwards! In the meantime we are to know,
that if our justification be of grace, there can be no relics of
holiness, nor works of our own that concur thereunto, for the
apostle makes a flat opposition betwixt grace and works: Rom.
11 : 6, "If it be of grace, it is no more of works, else were
grace no more grace." These are so opposite, that like fire
and water, they expel each other; grace is no more grace,
unless every way it be most free. "By grace are ye saved,"
etc.

For when there was nothing in us which might procure it,
nay, much which might exasperate the Lord against us, then
He saved us freely of His grace. This doctrine hath matter of
much comfort in it for us; for if our salvation be of mere
grace, and depend not on our own worth, endeavour, and
holiness, why should we fear? If it were for anything in us
to be procured, we might utterly despair. Alas! what are we
(poor crawling worms), that we should be of any worth in
God's sight, before whom the stars are unclean! But now,
since " it is not in him that willeth, nor in him that runneth,
but in God that hath mercy" (Rom. 9 : 16), we may boldly
accept and confidently trust in this free grace of God, although
we be unworthy of it. For why should we put away this rich
grace offered and revealed to us? Why should we not cheer
fully embrace it and rejoice in it, specially since it hath
appeared to all; and God (without respect of persons) hath
set it to be enjoyed of the poor, base, low, and unlearned, as
well as the rich, high, noble and learned? And it is not true
humility but a sottish pride, to put away, and judge ourselves
unworthy of this salvation, whereof it hath pleased God (in
rich mercy) to deem us worthy. This must further teach us
to live worthy this rich grace: Titus 2, 11-12, " The grace of
God hath appeared, teaching us to deny all ungodliness," etc.
We must take heed we turn it not unto wantonness, and make
it a bolster for the flesh. Mark secondly, the apostle saith,
we are saved. He doth not say, we are in part saved, recon
ciled, and imbued with the Spirit of God, which yet is true, but
we are saved with himself. The salvation before mentioned,
doth teach us to be understood of full salvation.

Whence we learn, that to the full glorifying of us in
heaven, all is from the free, mere grace of God. He doth not
begin and leave us at halves to shift for ourselves, but He
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goeth through: "He that beginneth will finish" (Philip 1 : 6),
working all our salvation of His grace. "When we were
enemies" (Rom. 5: 10), though He was justly offended with
us, yet did He find a way of our reconciliation; when we were
dead in sins, and could not be subject to Him, He did turn us
to Him, and begin in us this salvation; the inheritance is of
grace. When we grieve Him with sin, when we are ready to
be driven out by enemies, even then the Lord doth keep us
by His strength unto that salvation He hath prepared. And
the scriptures do everywhere set out the glory of God's grace,
in that wonderful glory shall be given us, more than in these
beginnings, which, if merit came into these, having been
utterly excluded in the other, the Lord's grace should fail
when we come to the point of our salvation, and confess
therein a partner with it, the works of men. This must teach
us, from the beginning to the ending, to acknowledge the
grace of God, and hang on it, as all-sufficient for our full and
perfect salvation. Where the Lord lays a foundation of His
saving grace, he will build upon it, and never leave it till he
have perfected His work. "We are kept by the power of God
unto salvation" (1 Peter 1: 5). And therefore the apostle
saith, " Receiving the end of your faith, the salvation of your
souls" (1 Peter 1 : 9). "He that hath begun a good work
in you, will finish it unto the day of Christ" (Philip. 1 : 6).
" He is the author and finisher of our faith" (Heb. 12 :2).

This truly spiritual man of the noble army of Puritans, resigned
his spirit into the hands of his God, in Cambridge, in the year
1617. F.e.

~tlgrim l}aptr!3'
"THEY SHALL PART ALIKE"

IT is an awesome statement that closes the eleventh chapter of
2 Samuel, " But the thing that David had done displeased the Lord."

David was not ignorant of what the Lord's displeasure might
involve. He himself was on the throne because of Saul's high
handed disobedience to God. David knew what the commandment
was, which-with his eyes open-he had violated. He knew what
Moses and Aaron had brought on themselves by their conduct at the
rock-they never to enter into the Land according to the promise,
for which they journeyed forty years through the wilderness. David
knew of the deaths of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; also of Achan;
and what was the claim that should be visited upon himself?
God sent Nathan to tell him: God gave him a long and mournful
repentance, and the telling of what he was to look for as an answe~

to his evil ways.
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It would seem to be his experience that is written in Psalm 33,
e.g., verse 4, "Mine iniquities are gone over my head: as a heavy
burden they are too heavy for me." .... " My strength faileth me;
as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me; my lovers
and my friends stand aloof from my sore, and my kinsmen stand
afar off." The psalm is full of it. His enemies were strong and
watchful.

What was" the light of his eyes"? Did he mean that he could no
longer see any hope or beauty in the. sunrising of a new morning
no comfort in the fact of God's help being with him-life had lost
all its attraction? Because, when he called, there was no answer?
Or perhaps it was some family gloom? It is often said of some
desirable son or daughter that he or she is the light of the home,
but are no more there? They are gone from him, and are they
ever to come back? Psalm 33 is nearly all given to his recounting
the grief of his heart, and we may be sure that its verses have been
heard in the heart since they were" graved with an iron pen in the
rock for ever." There is less lament, and more life, in Psalm 39,
and then the beautiful and wonderful confession, "I waited
patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my
cry." David was still poor and needy, but the Lord thought of him.
. . . . "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting and to
everlasting. Amen, and Amen."

But the Amen to his life was still to come: he was still to fight
and to win-he never lost one battle. He returned from the civil
war to Jerusalem-his people were waiting for him-to congratulate
him or to complain about themselves or some other. Amongst
these was Mephibosheth (2 Samuel 19: 24). His heart was over
flowing with thankfulness and love-the King had come back,
alive indeed, but spent and sad. Absalom was dead (was he the
light of his father's eye, so beautiful and clever?)-no more fear
of his scheming against the" throne of his father. David, dispensing
favours, asked Mephibosheth why he had not gone with him to
the battle. But what a sad spectacle Mephibosheth was. I have
at times wondered if it was a mistake on the part of the most loyal
and loving of David's house and country to appear so unkempt.
Would it not have been better if he had looked at his best?
David was too sad to see more of the misery that had left so little
joy. After Mephibosheth's beautiful speech of welcome and the
renouncing of his property, David might have felt his courage to
revive. There was something left. In any case we must surely
believe that, as he did aforetime eat at the king's table continually,
so he did stiM (2 Sam. 9: 13), in the garb of a prince.

Now their warfare is accomplished, their iniquity is pardoned,
they together sit at the King's table-no more to go to the battle.

FOLLOWER-ON.
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TRINITARIAN BIBLE SOCIETY

Two NEW PRODUCTIONS

THE Trinitarian Bible Society is a Society which is both progressive
and conservative in its work of preparing and sending forth the
Scriptures of Truth. It still abides by the" Received Text" as the
basis of its translation work, yet is often the pioneer in the produc
tion of the Word of God in the languages of the nations.

Moreover, the high quality of its productions is well-known, and
despite the constant rise in costs the Society has been able to

maintain its reputation in this respect.

FOR THE PEOPLES OF THE SOLOMON ISLANDS (PACIFIC OCEAN)

Two recent issues now going into circulation retain this high
standard and are worthy successors to all that has gone before. The
first of these is a neatly produced book of about 193 pages containing
selected portions of Scriptures in the Are-Are tongue for the use
of the Are-Are, Koio, and Dorio peoples of the Solomon Islands.
These books will prove a much needed aid to the growth of literacy
in these Islands, as well as a sound foundation in the things of God.

SOUTH INDIA: HELP FOR ILLITERATES
The second issue is a complete New Testament and Psalms in

roman T,amil, a simplification of the language of millions of people
in Southern India. The use of roman type for Indian languages
has been successfully carried out in Kashmiri, Hindi, and Balti,
and now the stupendous task of producing the New Testament and
Psalms in Tamil has been accomplished. This neat volume of 563
pages, printed on India paper, contains about 72,000 words and a
million and a half letters.

The roman Tamil is a means by which the reading of Tamil
can be greatly simplified, using only 28 characters instead of over
300 forms in the Tamil script. It can be mastered in a few days,
and many who have given up in despair of ever mastering the
complicated script of the Tamil language have in a few weeks
been able to read with pleasure their own tongue in its new dress.
The difficulty of reading and writing the Tamil script is one of the
causes of the widespread illiteracy among the Tamil speaking
peoples. We trust that under God's blessing this New Testament
may be a step towards better things.

Although an attempt is being made to make Hindi the universal
language of India, written in the Nagari characters, many in high
places in the government favour the use of the roman alphabet.
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This T.B.S. production is a bold venture into, as yet, an untried
field in Bible publication. It is not the first in the Society's history.
Some of the most richly blessed productions which the Society has
issued have been ventures of faith in the first instance.

A brochure giving further details of this important publication
is to be issued, and will be gladly sent to interested friends.

Trinitarian Bible Society, R. F. CHAMBERS.
7, Bury Place, London, W.C.I.

FOREIGN AID COMMITTEE

SPAIN AND COLOMBIA

EXTRACT FROM RECENT REPORTS

WE are sorry to report that the Madrid Protestant Seminary is still
closed notwithstanding all the promises of Franco, and the firm
protests addressed to him by all the Protestant churches throughout
the world.

Further news of the two young servicemen has reached us. The
petition for a reprieve has failed, so they have to serve the full
sentence, which ends in September next. In the words of our corres
pondent they" remain isolated-as if contaminated by pest-in the
Naval Prison, where they are now ill-treated every Sunday when
they refuse, again and again, to apostatize from their beliefs."

From London, a friend writes :-

" A ' Freethinker' asked me for proof of the imprisonment
of the two sailors, and I recommended him to write to the
Spanish Embassy. His organization did, and a reply came
admitting the facts; stating that these young men had dis
obeyed their superiors, and must be punished."

* * *Since our last issue, the Rev. Santos Molina has been consecrated
bishop of the Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain. In
order to prevent any disturbance, the ceremony was carried out
behind closed doors, by the Bishop of Meath, assisted by two
American bishops. However, this has stirred up the fanaticism of
the R.C. Bishop de Vizcara, chaplain general of Catholic Action.
Writing in the Madrid Ecclesia, he accuses Protestants" of having
broken the law of the land with the connivance of British and
American aid." He declares the whole procedure" a mockery of
religion" !

The new bishop is no stranger to the friends of Spanish Pro
testants. He has known hardship and poverty, was two years in a
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Spanish prison, and while minister at Seville, his church was fired,
doing considerable damage. May the great Head of the Church
grant him strength and wisdom in this larger sphere of work, that
he may continue undismayed.

>(. >(. >(.

New and repressive measures against Protestants have been
enacted by the Colombian Government. Seventeen more churches
have been closed, and seven Colombian pastors jailed, two of these
being confined in stocks. We have news of one meeting in which
a group of twenty armed men appeared, shouting violent and crude
names and calling the believers Communists. When evangelical
leaders called the Government's attention to this matter, they were
informed that, if the police suspected Communism in the meeting,
they would be justified in shooting into the meeting with intent to
kill those in attendance.

During the last eight years, Colombian Protestants have suffered
the loss of 46 church buildings destroyed by fire or dynamite, 75 of
their number killed because of their religious faith, and more than
200 schools have been closed by order of the Government. Now,
these oppressive measures have 'been linked with charges that Pro
testants are Communists.

l
!

5th July, 1956. ALBERT T. T ASKER.

ApPEAL FOR WINTER CLOTHING

It hardly seems possible that another year has gone by since you
last inserted in The Gospel Magazine our Winter Clothing Appeal
to which so many of your readers found it in their hearts to respond
in a truly wonderful way, yet we find ourselves already beginning
to think about another winter to be faced.

It is with another winter so near that I would ask again that the
thoughts of your readers may be on those persecuted and affiicted
ones, so many of whom have job enough to live, without thinking
of clothing necessities, and to whom two pairs of shoes is a luxury.

An old blind lady from Spain in one of her letters said: "It is
certain there is One who guides and directs the sending of these
clothes. Oh, my dear friends, almost every garment has a story of
need, faith, prayer; and finally of praise and gratitude." I feel
there is no need to write more when such letters as these arrive
back, and so here I will leave it, and trust that many more prayers
will yet be answered in this way, and through the help and
generosity of your readers.

Will friends kindly send all gifts to: Foreign Aid Committee,
8 York Villas, Brighton 1, Sussex.

Yours in His Service,
T. R. PAYNE.
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IT used to be the custom for boys entering the Navy to do so at a
very early age. As there were no N.aval Colleges such as we have
now, a lad was put straight into a ship under the care of the
commanding officer. There he was given a general education with
other boys of his own age, together with the training in seamanship
and naval discipline that was needed to make an officer of him.

Charles Thorpe was only nine years of age (poor little boy!)
when he was entered on the roll of one of Her Majesty's ships.
I do not know if he had any wish himself to be a midshipman, or
whether his relatives found it a convenient way to get rid of their
responsibility for him. Perhaps his parents were dead; for there
does not seem to have been anyone particularly interested in his
welfare. Thus Charles grew up in the Navy, spending his whole
time on board ship, learning his profession and seeing the world.

It was when the boy was twenty-three that his ship was ordered
to sail to India. This meant a long voyage of many weeks, for there
was no Suez Canal, and all vessels sailed round the Cape. Charles
was a great reader, but there was so much leisure time on this
voyage that he read again all his own books, and wanted more.
He began to ask his fellow officers to lend him books of theirs, but
none of them could produce anything that Charles had not read,
except an odd volume of Rollin's " Ancient History."

For want of anything better, Charles applied himself to Rollin.
The volume lent to him was the one describing the destruction of
Babylon, and the author frequently referred to prophetic passages
in the Bible about this ancient city. Charles, becoming interested
in the story, thought that he would like to look up these passages
for himself. So once more he applied to his companions, this time
fnr the loan of a Bible. It was no use; not one of them possessed
a copy, nor knew ",..here to apply for one.

Charles was not surprised at all; for from the time he joined the
ship at nine years of age, he had never heard any mention of
religion! The holy Names of God were familiar to him only in
the constant swearing and oaths which filled the conversation of his
friends. He was disappointed that there was no Bible to be had,
but after a time the matter passed from his mind altogether.

One day Charles was looking through an old trunk of his, one
that had accompanied him from the first day that he entered the
Navy. He came across a number of things that he had forgotten.
Then right at the bottom of the trunk he found a book. He took
it up with interest, and much to his surprise found that it was a

.'-,
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Bible. His own name was inside-" With love from Aunt Mary."
The gift had completely passed from his mind, but now he remem
bered dimly his aunt presenting him with a book which she said was
a Bible. The small nephew was so entirely uninterested that the
parcel had lain untouched at the bottom of the trunk ever since.

But now Charles was filled with pleasure and excitement, for
here was the very book he wanted: He at once began to read,
right from the beginning, of course, as he would with any book.
But what a strange book he found it! It seemed outside his under
standing, and the more he read, the more he was puzzled. But he
went on and on, deeply interested and ,absorbed, right to the end
of Revelation. Then he began again at Genesis, fascinated by this
new study.

Meanwhile, the normal life of the ship continued. Charles went
through his daily duties, laughing and talking with his friends '1S

usual. But at every time of leisure, he slipped away from the rest,
and went back to his cabin to read the Bible.

After Charles had read through the whole Book several times,
the desire to understand better what he was reading became an
eager longing. One day memories of the aunt who gave him his
Bible came back to him; he thought idly of his young days long
ago at home. It suddenly flashed upon him that the same Aunt
Mary had told him he ought to pray to God. The very words
she said came back to him: "If you ask God, He will teach you
Himself." "Well," thought Charles, "if this Book is really the
Word of God, I'll ask the Author Himself to explain it to me."

For the first time in his life, Charles began to pray, humbly and
sincerely. His prayer was that he might understand what he read;
and now he never read without praying for help. There was no
Philip to preach Jesus to him in the desert of that ship; but the
Lord Himself came where he was in love and compassion, and
showed Himself to the young officer as his Saviour and Mighty
Redeemer. The pages of the Bible were lit with light from heaven,
and all the Scripture became to Charles "profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness." It was
not long before the Wore! thus sown in his heart brought forth
fruit in his life, and the change could be seen by all.

At last the long voyage to India and back again, so eventful to
one of the ship's company, was over, and Charles found himself
in England. I wish I knew more of what happened next; but all I
can tell you that in the providence of God the young officer was
introduced to a clergyman, himself a true child of God. This
minister, in chatting to Charles, naturally introduced the subject of
religion. He was surprised at the young man's reaction, for Charles
burst out, "Thank God, there is another Christian in the world

>-
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besides me!" Of course his new friend asked what he meant.
Charles told him his story, saying that he really did not know that
anybody else had read the Bible! Needless to say, he soon found
that the Lord still had a people of His own. It was the beginning
of much happy fellowship with other Christian people.

How much longer Charles stayed in the Navy is not told; but
in the end he gave up this profession, and entered one of the
Universities in order to become a clergyman of the Church of
England. Thus his lonely study of the Word of God, without
human help of any kind, led to his preaching that Word to needy
sinners; ond the blessing of the Lord was upon his ministry.

DAMARIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA o. 33

The whole: Upon these and upon the handmaids will the Lord pour
out His Spirit.

1. He was in a company whom a damsel called " servants of the
most high God."

2. He said he and his companion were "servants of the God of
earth and heaven."

3 She served by answering a knock at the door.
4 The Louseholder sent his servants here to receive its fruits.
5. Called" servant of the most high God" by a heathen king.
6. According to all that God commanded him, so did he.
7. Paul coupled this name with his as" the servants of Jesus Christ."
8. She served the Lord by ministering to Him of her substance.

SOLUTION OF No. 32

The whole: Cracknels (I Kings 14: 3).

1. Cheese (II Samuel 17 : 27, 29).
2. Raiment (II Kings 5 : 5).
3. Alabaster (Mark 14: 3; John 12: 2).
4. Cake (I Kings 19: 6).
5. Kine (Genesis 32 : 15).
6. Needlework (Exodus 28: 39).
7. Eternal life (Romans 6: 23).
8. Loaves (I Kings 14: 3).
9. Sword (Revelation 6 : 4).

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND
The Trustees of "The Gospel Magazine" gratefully acknowledge the receipt

Of the fol!owing donations to the Fund:-
Mr. J. Van Dorp 2/6; "153" 5/-; Mr. E. G. Forrester 5/-; Miss J. Arben

2/-; "In memory of Mrs. Pitman" 10/-.
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MY MOTHER

(From an old copy of THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE)

l.
I saw her in my days of childish glee,
Anxious and restless as the summer bee,
Resume the well-worn thimble, draw the thread,
And swing the useful steel for those in bed.
With wearied feet and still more wearied hands,
The last to rest, the first at day's demands.

2.
I saw each week, and pleasing wa. the sight,
]ehovah's service was her chief delight;
The rugged path, o'er distant hills and long,
She cheerfully trod to join the opening song;
The worship simple, but sincere: each part
The homely outflow of a heavenly heart.

3.
Steadfast for God, while truth was on her trial,
(When friends, half-hearted f.aint, and foes revile)
A witness true, a testimony strong,
Her blameless life reproved the slandering tongue;
One ground of hope-The Lamb of God once slain,
One rule of life-The Word which from Him came.

4.
I heard her join with other saints in prayer
In cottage circles, pouring forth her care
And oft the cares of others, bathed in tears
Confess her frailties, past and present fears,
Then plead for grace and blessing from above
To rest on all who shared her fervent love.

5.
I saw her bent beneath the weight of days,
Yet constant in her wonted righteous ways;
The mortal weak, the immortal part still strong;
Strengthened by Him whose arm she leans upon,
She treads with cheerful hope, as fails her breath,
As only saints can tread the vale to death.

6.
With filial care I'd watch life's lingering sands,
And fain would meet her needs with my own hands.
Leagues intervenes; but God, her God, is near,
And other means, by Him, her heart shall cheer.
Needs soon shall cease, and cease the gloom of night,
Faith soon shall end in vision calm and bright.

Colchester. W.B.
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THE LIGHT IN SPAIN

A NEW BOOKLET

A NEW booklet (32 pages) entitled" The Light Shines in Spain)')
has just been issued by the Spanish Gospel Mission. It is very
interesting and informing concerning a country "where, strictly
speaking" (to quote the booklet) "the propagation of the Gospel is
illegal." Copies (8d. post free) can be obtained from Mr. P. J.
Buffard, 12 Meadow Lane, Hayward's Heath, Sussex.

The present position of Protestants in Spain must be noted in
order to understand the background of Gospel work there. In the
Spanish Constitution non-Catholics are allowed a limited amount
of toleration, amounting to permission to exercise their worship in
private, but they are forbidden all " outward manifestation" or pro
paganda. This in no way conforms to religious liberty as we under
stand it in this country. Protestant churches, halls and meeting
rooms must be licensed for worship by the authorities, but the
licences have been refused for some buildings in use long before the
Civil War, and the obtaining of licences for new buildings is prac
tically an impossibility. No name or advertisement of any kind
can be displayed outside a Protestant place of worship, not even a
text or an announcement of the times of services. Open air meet
ings and distribution of tracts are forbidden, and in many places
private meetings of groups of Evangelicals are not allowed. Over
thirty chapels still remain arbitrarily closed, and some groups of
Christians who began to meet together, trusting in the law that
allows private worship, have had their meetings stopped and in
some cases suffered fines and imprisonment. The right of meeting
in any locality depends on the personal decision of the Provincial
Governor or the local authorities. The spread of the Gospel is
absolutely prohibited.

Persecution is a real thing in the lives of many Spanish Evangel
icals. They live and witness in an atmosphere of hostility and
fanaticism usually encouraged by those who profess to be the
authorised ministers of the King of Love. Protestant chapels have
been attacked, pastors and congregations beaten up, though fortun
ately such open violence is rare. What is very common is for priests
to intimidate employers to dismiss Protestant employees, or put
pressure on landlords to turn Protestant tenants into the street.
One of the worst trials for Evangelical believers is to endure the
hatred and persecution of fanatical relatives-parents, brothers,
sisters, husbands, wives and children. Christ's lambs and sheep in
Spain are often surrounded by wolves, and they need our prayers.

Faithful Evangelicals have been fined and imprisoned for passing
on tracts or Scriptures and even for just reading the Bible to their
neighbours. Protestant magazines have been proscribed and pro-



320 The Gospel Magadne

ceedings taken against the printers. Local judges often refuse to
sanction the legal right of Protestant couples to a civil ceremony of
marriage when either of the parties has been baptised in infancy in
the Roman Church-a great injustice and hardship for young
Spanish Christians, as it deprives them of all the social benefits
due to wives and families. In many places difficulties are put in the
way of Protestant funerals. Non-catholics may not be buried in the
municipal cemeteries, but in the annexe reserved for suicides and
criminals. There are towns where even in the annexe the authorities
will not so much as allow a prayer to be offered at the grave-side.
Young Protestants have been molested and imprisoned when, in
their period of compulsory military service, they have refused to
kneel at Mass. No Protestant Day Schools or Orphanages are
allowed.

Spain is the one country in Europe this side of the iron curtain
where the Bible is a banned book! It is illegal to print, import,
circulate, offer for sale or give away copies or portions of the
Word of God except the Roman Catholic versions, which are com
paratively expensive. The priests will destroy every other copy
they can get hold of. The vital work of the British and Foreign
Bible Society. has been suppressed in Spain. Here, surely, is a
challenge to faith and prayer.

Yet, in the mercy of God, Gospel light does shine in many parts of
Spain at the present time, kindled by the Holy Spirit and maintained
through the life and labours of many humble, devoted Spanish
believers. And in this vital effort to dispel Popish darkness, to lead
sinners to the one and only Saviour and to extend the Kingdom
of God in Spain, the Spanish Gospel Mission is privileged to have
a God-given part.

A BLIND CHILD IN BETHLEHEM needs your help. 75 blind boys and
girls in Bethlehem Home of British-founded. undenominational Christian

Mission. Funds urgently needed to carry on and enable more blind children
from Refugee Camps to be received, and develop Vocational Training for older
girls.-Rev. David S. T. Izzett, M.A.. Hon. Treasurer, Blind Child,ren's Fund,
Bible Lands Missions' Aid Society (founded 1854). 230 GM. Coastal Chambers,
172 Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.I. THE YEAR'S GOOD CAUSE.

rrHE POOR CHRISTIANS' HELP SOCIETY. Under circumstances of special
.1 gravity and pressing need, we turn to our kind supporters, and to others

who have not previou~lv helned us. for a special ~ffort on bp-half of our poor
friend",. We have about 125 of them on our books. They have so much
appreciated your kind help in former years, and we plead for the necessary
means to cheer and comfort their hp.arts and confirm them in the faithfulneos
of their Covpnant God.-The COMMITTF.E, Hon. Sec.. Mrs. A. C. LEWIN,
Th~ Manse. High Street. Evington. Lekester.

WANTED. Free Grace Boctks and Sermons, especially William Gadsby,
Philpot. Dr. Gill, etc. Sermons by Covell, Hazlerigg, Daniel Smart..

Puritan Writings; Warburton's Mercies, Jonathan Edwards.-Wrlte: Geoffrey
Williams, The Evangelical Library. 78a Chiltern Street, London, W.I.




