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THE FAMILY PORTION

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we' may be able to comfort
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are

comforted of God."-2 CORINTHIANS i. 4.

"HELPERS IN CHRIST JESUS"

AQUILA AND PRISCILLA

THE New Testament is full of persons of interest to the child of
God. We have often pointed out that the Gospel according to John

is mainly a record of spi~itual talks and interviews with some ten or
~

eleven individuals. Similarly in the Acts of the Apostles there are
many stories of personal conversions or of personal Christian life

and work.

Among- these there appears what we might venture to call an
outstanding example in AQUILA AND BRISCILLA. They form an
illustration of the working of God's grace in their united life, and
we invite our readers to a brief study of the references to them.
The references are more or less incidental, and we wish to keep
strictly to the record and not to draw upon imagination apart from
the record. It is evident that they were Christians, born again in
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Christ; taught in',thy 'SF\iI~t, andie'ilger to spre<lfl. kp.o!"lepg~ of " the
unsearchable rich'e; of Christ" to' others. '.

1.

They were converted lews. We read that Paul, after leavin~

Athens on his second missionary tour, "came to Corinth, and
found a certain Jew, named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come
from Italy, with his wife Priscilla (because that Claudius had com
manded all Jews to depart from Rome), and came unto them"
(Acts 18: 1-2).

So they were refugee lews. It is known historically there were
edicts against the Jews in Rome and that the Emperor Claudius
(A.D, 41-54) in pa,rticular issued such an edict. The command of
Claudius was mentioned 'by the' Roman historian Sueionius, who
said: "He expelled the Jews from Rome, who were constantly
raising tumults under their leader, Chrestus" (which may be, or
may not be, a mistake of Suetonius of a reference to Christ). Thus
Aquila and Priscilla had to move from place to place, suffering
discomfort and hardship because they belonged to God's chosen
people.'"

But, as we have said, they were converted lews. By God's grace
and calling they had come to know their true Messiah, the Lord
Jesus Christ. They could say w..~th Andrew "We have found the
Messiah, which is,' being interpreted, the Christ" (John 1: 41),
and with Philip "We have found Him of whom Moses in the law,
and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph"
(John 1: 45). We do not know the occasion of this, but it was
a fact.

.What a wonderful revelation it must have been to them as Jews.
We recall that the Lord Jesus on the walk to Emmaus "expounded
in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself" (Luke 24 : 27)
and that the two to whom He talked said afterwards, "Did not
our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and
while He opened to us the Scriptures?" (Luke 24 : 32). No wonder
that they had said to Him, " Abide with us! "

It must have been a wonderful revelation to their hearts that
" it behoved the Christ to suffer" and to learn from Isaiah 53 that
"He was wounded -for our transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with
His stripes we are healed ".....,..-that "it pleased the Lord to bruise
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Him" and that "the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His
hand"-that " He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied: by His knowledge shall My Righteous Servant justify
many; for He shall bear their iniquities."

H.

At Corinth Aquila and Priscilla became hdpers and companions
of Paul. We read that Paul" because he was of the same craft,
abode with them and wrought, for by their occupation they were
tent-makers" (Acts 18: 3). They lived and worked together. It is
usually supposed that they made tent-cloth of goats' hair, though
some think of them as "leather-workers."

At any rate they were not ashamed of an ambassador of Jesus.
It must have been a hard test for a Jew to countenance one so hated
of the Jews; but they were given grace not to be ashamed of Paul
or of his testimony. When Paul left Corinth Priscilla and Aquila
went with him (Acts 18: 18).

HI.

Then, when Paul left them at Ephesus (Acts 18: 19), they found
special work to do in the Christian Gospel. Another Jew' named
Apollos, "born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, mighty in the
Scriptures" (Acts 18: 24) came to Ephesus.' He was instructed in
the way of the Lord-he seems to have had correct views about
the Messiah-but he knew only the baptism of John, who' had
cried, "Behold the Lamb of God." We read: " And he began to
speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla
had heard, they took him unt,o' them, and expounded unto' him
the way of God more perfectly n (Acts 18: 26)..

That was an important and valuable work to do. At this ,time
(September-October) it is the time of Jewish New Year, ~he Day
of Atonement, th.e. Feast of the Tabernacles. If we iJ? God's pro
vidence were brought into contact with an enquiring Jew,could
we expound from the Old Testament Scriptures the things concern
ing our blessed Lord and Saviour?

_S'imilarly,if we ~ere brought into to\lch with. ap e¥nest sou1
who knew little of the sovereignty of God, could we lovingly speak
to them of that "so excellent a benefit of God," the godly con
sideration of which is "full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable
comfort to godly persons and such as feel in themselves the working
of the Spirit of ChrisY"-because it "greatly establishes and con
firms their faith of eternal Salvation to be enjoyed through Christ "
and also because it "fervently kindles their love towards' God '-1
(Article 17 of the Church of England)?
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IV.

Another remarkable reference to Priscilla and Aquila appears in
the list of salutations at the end of the Epistle to the Romans.
It reads: "Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus,
who have for my life laid down their own necks; unto whom not
only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles·"
(Romans 16 :3, 4).

We do not fully know what the words" laid down their own
necks" mean, but it is evident that for Paul and the Christian
Gospel they had shown extraordinary courage, risking their own
lives to save the life of Paul. It was, indeed, a dangerous thing for
a Jew to stand by Paul in his bold, God-given witness-it was to be
" as sheep in the midst of wolves." Paul was thankful to them and
so were "all the churches of the Gentiles."

It may not fall to us to be so greatly used of God, but in our
smaller way we can ask for God-given courage never to be ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ and of His ambassadors in the work of
proclaiming the whole counsel of God.

v.

The remaining references to this Christian pair are words of
Christian salutation and greeting (1 Corinthians 16: 19; 2 Timothy
4-: 19), but along with Romans 16: 15 they include a reference to
"the church that was in their house." There were no Christian
church buildings at that time, and Christians often met in the
houses of one or other of the Christian body. It seems that Aquila
and Prisca had opened their house (wherever they might be) to
the gathering of their fellow-Christians. Is there a message in this
to some of us in these days in places where there is a famine of the
Word of God or in those lonely scattered places where there is no
missionary or stated ministry?

We thank God for the record of this Christian pair. We know
comparatively little of them. Sometimes they are called "Aquila
and Priscilla," sometimes the wife is named first "Priscilla (or
Prisca) and Aquila "-we do not know why. But we do know
that they "knew the g-race of God in truth," that they were not
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, and that they were essentially
" helpers in Christ Jesus." W.D.S.

GOSPEL MAGAZINE FUND

The Trustees of The Gospel Magazine gratefully acknowledge the rcc.('ipt
of the following donations to the Fund:-

Miss L. Ormiston 101- (in memory of Mrs. Pitman, Senior).
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OLIVER CROMWELL'S RELIGION

FAITH IN GOD'S COVENANT IN CHRIST
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CONSIDERABLE attention was given on September 3rd, 1958, to the
three hundredth anniversary of the death of Oliver Cromwell.

A special article in The Daily Telegraph spoke of Sept. 3rd as .
"the great day in the life and career of one of the greatest of
Englishmen "-the day was marked by his victories at Dunbar over
the Scots (1650) and at Worcester over Charles II (1651), as well as
by his death seven years later (Sept. 3rd, 1658).

An article in The Times concluded with a quotation from a
Royalist only twenty years after: "September 3rd, 1658. Died the
Protector, Oliver Cromwell, one of the greatest and bravest of men
(had his cause been good) that the world ever produced."

An able article appeared in The English Churchman from the
pen of the Rev. R. E. Bigginson, MA., B.D., Vicar of Redland,
who also preached the 290th Birkin Sermon in the Church of
St. John the Baptist with St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, on Sunday
afternoon, September 14th.

At the Birkin Service Sir John Hampden Inskip, K.B.E., who
also spoke, traced the connection of his family with St. Mary-le-Port
Church from the time-a hundred years ago-that James Inskip,
Esq., came to Bristol. He mentioned that his mother was a direct
descendant of the well-known John Hampden, first cousin of Oliver
Cromwell.

A hundred or so years ago it was ,almost impossible to find an
unprejudiced view of Cromwell; but in December, 1845, Thomas
Carlyle published his collection of Oliver Cromwell's Letters and
Speeches. This revealed the heart and soul of Cromwell, so much
so that it was seen that " Cromwell was not only a religious man,
he was a man to whom his religion was everything" (Dr. R. F.
Horton, Oliver Cromwell, A Study in Personal Religion, 1899).

We are more concerned in The Gospel Magazine with Cromwell's
personal Christian experiences and principles. We do not know
when he first was born again in Christ, but about the age of thirty
he wrote: .

"I lived and loved darkness and hated light. I was chief,
the chief of sinners. This is true, I hated godliness, yet God
had mercy on me."
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THE COVENANT OF. GR.A,CE

At the age of fifty-two (July, 1651) he wrote in a letter to his
new son-in-law (Fleetwood, then in Ireland):

" What a nature hath my Father: He is LovE-free in it,
unchangeable, infinite! What a Covenant between Him and
all the Seed, for everyone; wherein He undertakes all, and the
poor soul nothing. The new covenant is grace. . . . This com
mends the love of God: it's Christ dying for men without
strength, for men whilst sinners, whilst enemies. And shall we
seek the roots of our comforts within us? What God hath
done, what He is to us in Christ, is the root of bur comfort:
in this is stability, in us is weakness. Acts of obedience are
not perfect, and therefore yield not perfect grace. Faith as
an act yields it not, but as it .carries us· into Him, Who is our
perfect rest and peace, in Whom we are accounted of, and
received by the Father, even as Christ Himself. This is our
high calling. Rest we here, and here only" (Carlyle, second
edition, p. 481).

Similarly he wrote (also to Fleetwood) in June, 1655, when he was
fifty-six years of age:

" Dear Charles, my dear love to thee, and to my dear Biddy
(i.e., his daughter, wife of Fleetwood), who is a joy to my
heart, for what I hear of the Lord in her. Bid her be cheerful,
and rejoice in the Lord once and again; if she knows the
Covenant, she cannot but do so.

"For that transaction is without her,. sure and steadfast
between the Father and the Mediator in His blood: therefore,
leaning upon the Son, or looking to Him, thirsting after Him
and embracing Him, we are His Seed-and the Covenant is
sure to all the Seed. The compact is for the Seed: God is
bound in faithfulness to Christ, and in Him to us: the
Covenant is without us-a transaction between God and
Christ.

" Look up to it. God engageth in it to pardon us, to write
His Law in our heart, to plapt His fear so' that we shall never
depart from Him. We,under all our sins and infirmities, can
daily offer a perfect Christ; and thus we have peace and
safety, and apprehension of love, from a Father in Covenant
Who cannot deny Himself. And truly this is all my salvation;
and this helps me to bear my heavy burdens" (Carlyle, p. 594).

C( I CAN DO ALL THINGS THROUGH CHRIST WHO STRENGTHENETH ME "

We now come to the weeks before GromwelI's death early in
September, 1658. His second. daughter, Elizabeth (Claypole), died
at Hampton Court four weeks before her father, and her death was
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one of the greatest sorrows to him. For a fortnight he had watched
her unceasingly; he himself sickened under the strain, and his
strength declined. A few days after her death Gromwell called for
his Bible, and asked a -godly person with others' present to read
the passage: "I have learned in whatsoever state I am therewith
to be content. I can do all things through C hristwho strengtheneth
me" (Phi!. 4; 11-13). He turned to Harvey, .and said;

" This Scripture did once save my life, when my eldest son
(Oliver) died (in 1639), which went as cl dagger to my heart,
indeed it did.~'

Then repeating the words of the text himself, he read again the
tenth and eleventh verses (of Paul's submission); he spoke of it
being a hard lesson for him to take out; but (the record says) he
read on to the thirteenth verse-« lean do all things through Christ
whd strengtheneth me,"atld said to himself: "He that was Paul's
Christ is my Christ too! " '

When he himself l~y in London dying, the' Covenant was upper
most in his mind:

" Faith in the Covenant is my only support, and if I believe
not, He abides faithful! "

When his wife and children stood weeping around him, he said:
"Children, live like Christians-I leave you the Covenant

to feed upon! "
Among his ejaculations were:

" Lord, Thou knowest, if I do desire to live, it is to shew forth
Thy praise and declare Thy works!"

"All the promises of God are in Him, yes, and in Him
Amen, to the glory of God by us-by us in Jesus Christ."

"The Lord hath filled me with as much assurance of His
pardon and His love, as my soul can hold."

"I think I am the poorest wretch that lives; but I love
God, or rather, am beloved of God, I am a conqueror and
more than a conqueror, through Christ that strengtheneth
me." (Carlyle, p. 774).

HIS CLOSING PRAYER

Two or three days before he died he was heard to say:
"Lord, though I am a miserable and wretched creature, I

am in Covenant with Thee through grace. And I may, I will,
come to Thee for Thy People. Thou 'hast made me, though
very unworthy, a mean instrument to do them some good,
and Thee service; and many of them have set too high a value
upon me ,though others wish and would be glad of my death;
Lora; however do Thou dispose of me, continue and go on to
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do good for them. Give therp consistency of judgment, one
heart, and mutual love; and go on to deliver them, and with
the work of reformation; and make the Name of Christ g-lorious
in the world. Teach those who look too much on Thy instru
ments, to depend more upon Thyself. Pardon such as desire
to trample upon the dust of a poor worm, for they are Thy
People too. And pardon the folly of this short Prayer, even
for Jesus Christ's sake. And give us a good nig-ht if it be
Thy pleasure. Amen."

The record concludes that the very night before the Lord took
him to his everlasting rest Cromwell was often heard to say, "Truly
God is good; indeed He is; He will not" (i.e., his speech failing,
"He will not leave me "). It closes with the words: "Afterwards
towards morning, he used divers holy expressions, implying much
inward consolation and peace; among the rest he spake some ex
ceeding self-debasing words, ann£hilating and judging himself. And
truly it was observed that a public spirit to God's Cause did breathe
in him-as in his lifetime, so now to his very last." W.D.S.

A debtor to mercy alone,
Of covenant mercy I sing;
Nor fear, with Thy righteousness on,
My person and offering to bring.
The terrors of law and of God
WIth me can have nothing to do;
My Saviour's obedience and blood
Hide all my transgressions from view.
The work which His goodness began,
The arm of His strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.
Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
My name from the palms of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His heart it remains
In marks of indelible grace.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As, sure as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified Spirits in heaven! A. M. Toplady.
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FOR making contact with people living in a parish, some churches
used to have a very good scheme called District Visiting. Christian
ladies who waz:1ted to help in the spiritual work of the parish, were
given certain streets to form" Districts." Each one was responsible
for visiting all the houses in her District, inviting people to the
services and meetings, and urging them to send their children to
Sunday-school. Coming into contact with the women in their
homes, the District Visitor was able to do a great deal of quiet
missionary work, as well as to pass on. much valuable information to
the Vicar.

Letty Bennett was a Visitor whose circumstances gave her time
to do a good deal of visiting day after day in the poor streets of
her District. She loved the service of her Master, and longed for
the salvation of the women whom she had come to know so well.
It was hard work, needing much patience and tact. In many
houses she was warmly welcomed; in some she had the joy of
meeting other members of God's family, and of ministering to their
needs; in some she could never get beyond the doorstep.

Old Mrs. Carter was infirm and ill, and Letty had got into the
habit of seeing her two or three times a week, to read her a chapter
of the Bible. The old woman was always pleased to see her; but
Letty rather dreaded the daughter, Mrs. Thomas, a very active sort
of person with a sharp tongue.

One day Letty arrived to llnd Mrs. Thomas sweeping out the
kitchen. "Oh come in, Miss Bennett," said the sweeper; "Mother's
all ready for her chapter. I've dusted the room and put Some food
on the table by the bed, and now I'm off to the factory. Nobody
shall say that I ever neglect my mother! The doctor will be here
soon, but everything's ready for him. My life is a very busy one! "
" I know it is," said Letty, well aware that Mrs. Thomas thought
poorly of her efforts; "but however busy your life is, it won't go
on for ever! Remember there is eternity to follow!" "Ah well,
my mother worked hard in her time, and I'm doing the same;
when I'm laid up like she is, I'll begin thinking about my soul and
eternity, and that sort of thing!" And snatching her coat· from a
peg, Mrs. Thomas rushed off to her next duty.
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Letty went upstairs to the old woman's bedroom, and told her of
her little chat with th.e daughter. She had been hoping that some
light from the Word of God had begun to shine into Mrs. Carter's
darkness, but she did not seem to feel any anxiety about Mrs.
Thomas's spiritual welfare, saying what a good daughter she was,
and how on Sundays she was far too tired with all the week's work
to try to go to church.

Seeing that no help was to be expected from the mother, Letty
determined to seize every opportunity to say a helpful word to the
daughter. She felt burdened about the woman, and really pained
by her flippant, callous way of speaking of the things that were so
dear to herself. Mrs. Thomas, regarding Letty as a " professional,"
seemed to expect her to speak of spiritual matters, or to quote from
the Bible, and she was proud of the way she could answer back.

Early one morning Letty met Mrs. Thomas going to the factory.
She would have passed on with a word of greeting, not to delay
her, but Mrs. Thomas stopped and said almost rudely, "You work
as hard in your Master's service as I do in mine-only I daresay
the wages are different!" "Oh please, Mrs. Thomas," said Letty
earnestly, "don't talk so lightly about such serious things-I can't
bear to hear you speak in such a trifling way." Mrs. Thomas stood
still on the pavement, and looked straight at Letty. "You're right,"
I believe," she said slowly; "do you know, I often think of you
when I don't see you, and some day I mean to take notice of these
things. 'Yes, I do really hope I'll have some time before I die, for
praying and repenting. Two years would do, and I wouldn't mind
where I spent those last two years-in hospital or in the work
house, maybe; I wouldn't care where it was, I'd give my last two
years to praying and repenting of my sins!" "Oh, you poor dear,"
said Letty, "how can you know you will ever have time at all?
None of us can tell the future. It is now at once that we ought to
be concerned about the salvation of our souls."

Mrs. Thomas made no reply, and went off with her usual quick
decided steps.

Two days afterwards,. Letty had a message to say that Mrs.
Thomas had suddenly been taken ill with cholera. This dread
disease, happily unknown in England today, is often fatal within
a few hours. Filled with anxiety, Letty hastened at once totp.e
cottage. The woman lay unconscious, the room filled with alarmed
relations. Without recovering consciousness for a moment, she
passed into eternity. Her time for repentance and prayer was lost
for ever.

"It is time," said Hosea, "to seek the Lord." "Seek ye the
Lord," said Isaiah, "whi~e He may be found, call ye upon Him
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while H.e is near" (Isaiah 55 : 6). For the" foolish virgins" in the
parable the time came when it was too late, when the door was
shut upon them, and the Lord said, "I know you not." "Those
that seek me early shall find Me." "Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation." May the Lord in His
mercy open our hearts to heed this solemn warning.

DAMAiRIS.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 57

The whole: The word means "forgiven."

1. Saul tarried under this tree.
2. God commanded him not to eat of the tree of the knowledge

of good and evil.
3. Trees of this are "the planting of the Lord."
4. She was buried under an oak.
5. Whilst Gideon threshed wheat the angel sat under this tree.
6. The Lord Jesus saw this man first under a fig tree.
7. He slept under a juniper tree.
8. This prophetess dwelt under a palm tree.

SOLUTION OF No. 56

The whole: Nehemiah (Nehem. 1: 1).
1. Nathan (II Sam. 12: 7).
2. Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8 : 31).
3. Hobab (Numbers 10: 29).
4. Ebed-melech (Jerem. 38: 11).
5. Martha (Luke to: 40).
6. Israel (Gen. 35 : to).
7. Apollos (Acts 18: 24).
8. Hymenaeus (II Tim. 2 : 17 and 18).
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Aged Pilgrims

OPENING OF THE NEW NURSING WING AT EVINGTON

GLORIOUS sUII1mer weather favoured the occasion of the opening of
the new Midlands Home Nursing Wing at Evington, Leicester, on
Saturday, September 13th, 1958. It was estimated that between
five and six hundred friends from various parts of the country,
including several coach loads, were present, and great encourage
ment was felt.

Alderman Warburton spoke very much to the point in remarking
that, encouraging as the day's proceedings were, it must be borne
in mind that this was only the beginning-the same enthusiasm and
warm interest as then manifested would need to be maintained in
the days to come.

A full report of the event, with illustrations, will appear, God
willing, in the January issue of the Society's Quarterl)! Record, and
friends who do not receive this regularly are warmly invited to apply
to the London office if they wish it to be sent to them.

This latest development in the work of the Society will, it is
trusted, give a stimulus to friends to increase, by all means in their
power, their efforts in the cause-particularly to endeavour to make
it known in fresh quarters.

ARRANGING FOR MEETINGS

In this connection it may be well to mention that a Deputation
Speaker will gladly give a talk on the history and work of the
Society at any suitable gathering. Several such opportunities have
been given in recent months; in two cases the work wa.~ almost
unknown among the assembled company. The story of the Society's
small beginning, its growth and development up to the present time,
including the enterprise at Evington, together with the Committee's
plans for the future (subject to the Lord's will), comprise a story
which is full of interest to old and young alike.

If any friends can help forward the cause in this way by arranging
for a meeting where the Society's work might be described and its
claims advanced, it would be greatly appreciated by 'the Committee.
Drawing-room and Garden Meetings, Men's or Women's Fellow
ships, Young People's gatherings, etc., are suitable opportunities for
strengthening and extending interest in the Society and making its
aims and objects more widely known. F . .J. WU,DERSPIN.

Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society,
St. Paul's Chambers, 19 Ludgate Hill,
London, E.C.4.
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COMFORT FOR THE WEARY
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NOTES ON AN ADDRESS BY THE REV. WILLIAM PARKS (1865)

(( My so'ul is weary of lite; I willleaue mycompla£nt upon myself;
I will speak in the bitterness of my soul."-JOB 10: 1.

WITH what different feelings does the young man and the old man
look forward in life! The one regards everything with hope, the
other regards everything with suspicion. The one fancies a thousand
possibilities in the way of improving and elevating himself, the other
has had the thousand possibilities completely dissipated and has
settled down in sad and sober reality. I have known young people
start with the fairest prospects, who have had them all blasted
before they arrived at middle age; and I have known others who
have hoped against hope, till they sank and died. The few only
realise the fond ambition of their youth; the majority are doomed
to disappointment.

Alas, what an unsatisfactory life is this! If we all who have come
to maturity would but honestly tell out our experience, it would be
a history of buried hopes and painful struggles and blighted pros
pects. Yet how blessed are these things if they are sanctified, if they
have been made a means of inducing us to look to Him with whom
is no " change, neither shadow of turning."

In spiritual life it is the same: when young we fancy there is an
increasingly bright path before us; we dream of so growing in grace,
that before we die we shall be literally holy as God is holy; but,
when we have got pretty far on the way, we find that there is not
only no increase of brightness, but that the weight of our poor fleshly
bodies does not diminish. In short, we are forced to work out the
sum for ourselves, and to come to the conclusion of David, " I have
seen an end of all perfection." My young hearers, believe me, the
future of your lives is hung in dark and saddening colours. My
mature hearers, believe me, your future in this life will never be any
brighter than it is now, though by growing in the knowledge of God
it may be calmer. .

I would now touch upon some of the many reasons for a Christian
being weary of life, and then say a word of comfort to the saints.

I. REASONS OF WEARINESS.

Poor Job had good reason to be weary of life, for he was sadly
afflicted in mind, body, and estate. Yet an all-wise God would not
have afflicted him if there had been no need. In Job's history we
discover that need. Job, though an upright man, was a self-righteous
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man; and God cannot suffer a child of His to have a tinge of self
righteousness about Him. Job, too, was ignorant of the sovereignty
of God, and God will not suffer a child of His to be ignorant of this
awful attribute. Hence the need of Job's afflictions. Oh, may the
Lord sanctify our afflictions to us, so that we may be brought to the
same conclusion and confession as Job: " 1 have heard of Thee with
the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee, wherefore
1 . abhor myself in dust and ashes." We may depend upon it,
brethren, whether we can trace out the precise cause or not, that
there is a cause or a reason for whatever affliction there is laid upon
us.

But 1 am more concerned this morning with the Christian's
reasons for being weary of this life, than 1 am with the particular
case of Job, or any other individual. And now let me mention some
of them. .

1. The first and great reason is sin. Oh, this sin, ever present,
ever haunting· us! When we lie down at night it is present; when
we rise up in the morning it is present; when in prayer it is present;
when in business it is present; when in the social circle it is present;
when in solitude it is present.

1 know that some will tell me they know nothing of this, that they
have left their sins behind them, that from the time of their conver
sion they have never been troubled with sin; but 1 want not to enter
into their secrets, for 1 am sure they are out of God's secret. There
is no Scripture warrant for such ~xperiences as these people pretend
to.

But we who have been taught by the Holy Spirit what sin is, can
trace it out and detect it in the very best actions we perform; and,
independent of these good actions, what of our' many questionable
actions? What of our downright bad actions? What of our
thoughts? What of our words? Oh, what a fearfully long and
wicked catalogue would these present! Sin, we must remember, is
any breach, whether wilful or not wilful, of the law of God; and,
when we apply that straight-edge to our consciences, woe betide us
if we are to be judged by the result.

But oh, what sin have 1 detected, and do ever detect, in myself!
What hard thoughts of God have 1 had; what rising rebellion; what
discontent; what murmurings; what evil thoughts; what unbelieving
thoughts. Truly 1 can say of myself (I know not what some of you
can say of yourselves), truly" My heart is many a time like the
troubled sea, casting up mire and dirt."

It is this accursed thing, sin, that makes a child of God weary of
His life. If there were any prospect, any hope, any Scripture
warrant for looking for a mitigation of this evil in this life, we should
be content to remain; but, when we are convinced that it will be the
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same to the end of the chapter, we say in the fulness of our grief,
" Oh that I had the wings of a dove! that I might flyaway, and be
at rest."

2. Ano-ther reason for being weary of life is the countless and
ceaseless controversies upon religion. There is no rest from strife
and debate.

Some lazy souls, I know, are for leaving things to right themselves
-for suffering unbelief and blasphemy to rail on without notice; but
this would not be acquitting one's self as a good soldier-this would
be to play the traitor with the Lord. Paul set no such base and
cowardly example as this, but was instant in season and out of
season proclaiming God's truth, and ever standing forth in defence
of the Gospel.

It is our duty to follow Paul's example; but, oh, it is wearisome,
for no sooner have we beaten one foe than another rises up, and no
sooner have we demolished the enemy's strongholds than others are
erected. If our opponents were even fair and manly and honest,
and confess they had the worst of it and retire, we should not think
it so wearying to fight for the Lord; but, when they are the exact
opposite, mean and shuffling and given to lying, it is wearisome
beyond description to " contend earnestly for the faith as it was once
delivered to the saints." I can tell you that, if left to myself, I would
put off my armour and lay aside my sword, but I feel I should not
be in the path of duty. Yet this conflict makes me often cry out
with Job, " My soul is weary of my life."

3. Clo'S.ely connected with this reason for weariness is, want of
success-i.e., that measure of success we look for in preaching the
Gospel. God knows that David's unbelieving exclamation often has
been on my lips, "All men are liars"; for prophets have told us
we should meet with success, and apostles have assured us that the
Lord would never forsake us; yet we have not had that success, and
we often think that the Lord has forsaken us. When in our right
mind, of course, we can testify to the Lord's faithfulness; but we are
not always thus, and hence our exclamation of unbelief and weari
ness.

But here I may tell you that what often has come to my relief
under this reason for weariness. The prophets had little success;
Isaiah for instance (chap. 53: 1); and the apostles yea, Christ
Himself, had but little success. Certainly, we read that "great
multitudes followed Christ," and we read that under the apostles'
preaching" the word mightily grew and prevailed." But the ques
tion is, had not miracles a great deal to do with this success?

Besides, it is not at all clear that those multitudes, either in
Ch~ist's days or the apostles', were sincere converts. Ananias and
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Sapphira and Simon Magus and Hymenaeus and Philetus and
Alexander and Demas, &c., were doubtless not the exceptions, but
the representatives of many so-called converts. Well, then, I often
comfort myself in the midst of my weariness with reflections like
these.

4. An.other reason for weariness of life is, nol only the incon.
sistency of professors, but the frailties of the saints. If every indi
vidual who says "I believe in the doctrines of grace" were a
consistent liver, or if everyone really converted were amiable and
loveable in character, we should not be so thoroughly weary of life
as we are; but, when it is a melancholy fact that many professors of
truth are openly inconsistent with their profession; and, when it is
a fact that many of God's quickened family are about as unamiable
and unloveable as they can be, it is a pressing reason for being weary
of life.

With regard' to the former, I would say that instead of doing me
unkindness iri professing to believe as I believe, they are doing God's
cause a great injury; and, with regard to the latter, I would observe
that it seems a pity it should be so, yet I have no doubt there is a
wise design in it. It is to wean us from wretched nature, and to
compel us to acknowledge that there is nothing lovely or loveable
out of Christ. Paul has written, "Not many wise, not many noble,
not many mighty are called," &c. I think we might say, " Not many
amiable, not many loveable, not many naturally-attractive charac
ters are called, but God hath chosen the unamiable, unloveable,
and unattractive, that He might bring to nought all human specula
tion and perfection."

It is a fact in my own experience that I have known worldly,
unconverted people that were kind-hearted and noble-minded and
generous; and I have known really converted people who were the
exact opposite. Grace does not change nature, and this is a reason
for being weary of life, and for longing for the time to come when
we all shall have glorified bodies like our Lord's, and new disposi
tions, which will prevent the possibility of Ephraim envying Judah,
or of Judah envying Ephraim.

5. Another reason for being weary of life is the great difficulty
experienced by God's pe,ople generally in getting an honest living.
God's people, for the most part, are a poor people, a struggling
people; a people that are often hard put to it to make ends meet.
We all know that this is calculated to make men weary of life,
especially when it is a fact that God's people wish to be honest and
pay their way. Ah, what harder thing is there to endure than want
of success in business after hard work, and with every desire to do
fairly. I can well understand such a one crying out, "My soul is
weary of my life!" And, if we add to this, affliction of body and



The Gospel Magat:,ine 449

darkness of soul, as was the case with poor Job, what wonder that
the man should cry out his impatience?

Yet, dear brethren, let us remember God's design in all this.
Depend upon it, there is some lesson to be yet learnt; and, if it be
nothing more than to make us disgusted with this life; it is worth
God's trouble to teach it to us.

n. A WORD OF COMFORT.

Now for a little word of comfort to the manifested people of God
amongst you. You have no very good opinion of yourselves, I know,
so I need not ,apologise for my remarks upon the frailties of your
poor nature. I need only look within my own heart, and see the
type of some of the worst of you. I am sure there is not much to
choose amongst us. If you have a frailty more conspicuous than I,
I have one that is equally known to God. There can be no question
about it, that some natures are more agreeable than others; but,
inasmuch as the blest and more agreeable natures require the atoning
blood of Christ, as well as the worst, we have nothing to boast of
upon that score. However, lest some of you by reason of your frailty
might be induced to conclude you have neither part nor lot in the
matter, I would remind you that 11!0 frailty, no sin, is there in all the
world, that the blood of Christ cannot cover.

I would put your case thus: the promises of God are made to the
poor in spirit. Now consider that real poverty is a deep sense of
want; the poor, the destitute man, would be rich if he could. He
would have a good house, bed, furniture, food, and all the necessaries
of life, if he could; but he cannot. He works, labours, strives, but all
in vain; want is still at his door. He is afraid of his landlord and
creditors, lest they should cast him into prison. Now, there is a
picture of a literally destitute man.

Tell me, though, is not this the case with you spiritually? You
would be rich in g race, and have a peaceable dwelling for your soul.
You would put on the beautiful garments of salvation, but cannot
lay hold of them for want of faith. You are afraid God will not hold
you innocent, but cast you into prison at last, because you have
nothing to pay. You are the very man to whom all the promises of
the Bible are made; a poor destitute insolvent outcast. Why, my
dear brother, it is of you it is said, (C He filleth the hungry with goo:d
things",. (C I wilt pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods
upon the dry ground, and Zion's poor shall be satisfied with bread."
The great apostle was as poor as you, but the Lord said to him,
« My grace is sufficient for thee." Believe me, He is saying the same
to you; and, though naturally you are weary of your life, you need
not fear for your immortal soul, for the Lord will by no means
despise the prayer of the destitute.
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" I WOULD SEE JESUS"

By the REV. DR. D. A. DOUDNEY, 1862

WOULD you, reader? This, then, is a great mercy, for it is a proof
that Jesus has seen you, and has some blessed designs of mercy
towards you, or you would never have any wish to see Him whom
by nature you despise; upon whom you once turned your back;
and respecting whom your language w.as, " I will not have this man
to reign over me "; "Depart from me, for I desire not the know
ledge of Thy ways."

Reader, does it warm your heart? Are you afraid to lay hold?
Is it too good news to be true? Must you have a Divine warrant for
it? Come, then. We like such scrupulous ones; we would far
sooner see you trembling, fearing to presume, than forward, over
confident, and too ready to take God at His word, as it is termed,
and ever disposed to censure those who cannot" act faith upon the
promise."

You want a Divine testimony: then turn to Prov. 10: 24, and
there you have it: «The desire of the righteous shall be granted JJ;
and then, in conjunction with it, take those two sweet lines of the
poet-

" And those who long My face to see,
Are sure My love to gain."

How very suitable and exactly expressive of one's former feelings
were these. "Well, Lord," was the language of the soul, "if I
have no other evidence; if every other favourable testimony is out
of sight-and truly it is-I can say that I do long to see Thee; and
would this be the case if I did not love Thee?" Ah! no. A desire
to see a friend-a child-a parent, springs from love; how much
more ardent the desire to see Jesus, Him to whom our natural tie is
broken-from whom our original attachment, as His creatures, is
removed. It is a Divine work, beloved; it bears the impress of a
God; it comes from Him, it leads to Him.

But you stumble at that word «righteous." It does not, you
imagine, describe your character. Neither does it, as a natural man
or woman; the righteousness of the creature is worthless; far better
without it would thousands be who have it; for it is a stench in the
nostrils of the Most High, and stands as a stumbling-block between
unholy men and a holy God, which He alone can remove. But the
righteousness of which we speak is that of the God-man, the Lord
Jesus Christ; a righteousness put upon and imputed to every poor
perishing, hell-deserving sinner, in whose heart He puts a cry for
mercy, and to whose weak hand He gives strength to lay hold on
Him as the only hope set before Him in the Gospel. This, this is the
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poor sinner's righteousness; this renders him acceptable to God;
and, clad in which, as the fruits of the living power implanted in his
heart, it makes him anxious to keep himself unspotted from the
world, and to " adorn the doctrine of God his Saviour in all thing-s."
And black and uncomely as he is in himself; vile and hell-deserving
as he feels himself to be; low and degrading as his views of himself
are; and humble as are his acknowledgments in secret before God;
yet it is impossible for him so to disguise himself as to prevent the
discovery that he " has been with Jesus."

Such is the tenor of his conversation, so peculiar his taste, and so
abstracted is he from the world, that living- child of God may soon
be discovered. If he be traced in his various intricate recesses, in
his engagements with the world, his social and domestic pursuits,
it will be seen that he speaks and acts under an abiding- conviction
that the eye of God is upon him. If he be in a state of leg-al
bondage, the dread of offending will keep him back; if he be in the
liberty of the Gospel, and walking in the character of a free-born
citizen of Zion, a still greater and more holy child-like dread of
bringing discredit upon that precious name and cause he has been
brought to espouse, and an ardent desire to show forth the praises
of Him who hath called Him out of darkness into His marvellous
light, will restrain him.

We are as firm in our conviction that these are the practical effects
of vital godliness as it is possible to be; and we defy either men or
devils to disprove the assertion. We have said again and again that
the believer is composed of two parts, the old man and the new;
a nature once pure, as far as natural purity goes, but now earthly,
sensual, and devilish; another and distinct nature-coming from
God, and aspiring to God; the one contrary to the other-ever -at
variance-always at war-fighting all the journey across the wilder
ness; but, blessed be God, grace shall finally overcome.

« I would see Jesus," says the awakened soul; "for I am burdened
with a sense of sin. I am, at present, miserable beyond description.
No rest can I obtain day or night. Sin, and the guilt of sin, hang
like a heavy burden upon my poor distracted mind. I tremble to
go back into the world; my peace is disturbed there, nor can I find
pleasure, as formerly, therein. Oh! the awful nature, the dreadful
consequence of sin. (I would see Jesus,' if so be there might be
hope. If I could but touch the hem of His garment, with the poor
woman of old: if I could but get one glance of Him, and tell Him
mv sad condition. Oh! that He would but hearken to me: oh!
th~t I knew where I might find Him; oh! happy souls that taste
His love: oh, His blood, His blood, would that it were applied to
my conscience; nothing else can cleanse my polluted soul. Oh!
that He would condescend to speak to such a poor guilty wretch,
that He would say, as He did to one of old, ' I will, be th?u clean.'
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Then, come what would, persecution, trial, afHiction of any kind,
all is well; all would be but as a thing of nought, if but my soul
were saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation."

Weep on; groan and sigh still, dear brother. Jesus sees you,
though you cannot see Him; He hears; and soon you will see Him,
by the eye of faith, as your great atoning Sacrifice. The desires
which you have been expressing, arise from the indwelling of the
Holy Ghost; and, as surely as He has kindled the desire, so surely
will He grant your requests, for He cannot deny Himself. All glory
to His name, "He that goeth forth, and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him." That precious portion as much belongs to poor, heavy
laden sinners as it does to the dear Redeemer going forth in
mediatorial acts on behalf of His people, or to His "burdened,"
" weeping" husbandmen going forth with the precious seed of the
everlasting gospel.

In soul desertion-when
" 'Tis midnight with the soul, till He,

Bright Morning Star, appears."
« I would," says the poor soul, "see .lesus." I would come near
even to His seat; I would order my cause before Him. I would ask
Him many questions, Does He love me? Am I His or am I not?
Is past experience real? Is my hope upon a right foundation?
Were my convictions genuine, and was it really His voice that spoke,
or that I thought spoke, pardon and peace to my sin-burdened
heart, my troubled conscience? Oh! that I could see Jesus; oh!
{or one more smile, and the soft word, that precious promise spoken
over again, "I have redeemed thee, thou art Mine."

'" I would see .lesus, for I am in a barren land-a wilderness con
dition; I have not strength for the journey; light to discover my
path; nor courage to proceed on my way. I would see Jesus; I
would know that He is near to shelter and succour me; to exchange
His strength for my weakness; His light for my darkness; and His
blessed' Fear nots' for my fears."

" I would see .lesus, for the enemy thrusts sore at me that I might
fall. Many and grievous things arise in my heart, which make me
tremble. I am apprehensive of the consequences. I fear I shall
dishonour, if not despise, His holy name. I fear I shall return to the
beggarly elements of the world, making shipwreck of faith and of a
good conscience. I fear that my enemies are too many and too
mighty for me; and I want to see Jesus and hear Him say, " I will
bruise Satan under thy feet shortly."

" I would see .lesus, and appeal to Him, for here I have to contend
with the' strife of tongues.' Many and bitter things are said of me,
which, if true, would be derogatory to His most holy namp. I would
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urge my plea before Him; I would say, Lord, is it so? Have I said
this, or done that? Oh! give me not over to the will of mine
enemies. Let them not prevail against me. Let not their dark
prophecies, their base insinuations, be brought about; let not the
destruction which they foretell, and wish for, come to pass; but let
me see Thee; let me hear Thy sweet, Thy well-known voice, 'No
weapon formed against thee shall prosper, and every tongue rising
in judgment against thee thou shalt condemn.' "

« I would see .Tesus, for I am both temporally and spiritually
'poor and needy,' and I want the sweet assurance that the Lord
, thinketh upon me '; I have no stock in hand, and scarcely a grain
of faith to trust Him for future supplies. And, though He has led
me and fed me to the present moment, brought me by a wondrous
way, and supplied me by a marvellous hand, yet I seem less able
to trust Him, and more inclined to doubt Him, than ever. I want to
'see Him,' to hear Him say again, 'There shall be a handful of
corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains, and in the mount
of the Lord (the mount of apparent difficulty and danger)-it shall be
seen.' 'The barrel of meal shall not waste, nor shall the cruse of
oil fail.' "

« I would see .Tesus, for I am in perplexity, and I want to inquire
of Him what is His will, and which is the way in which He would
have me walk. I know that I have not wisdom to guide myself: I
have had such repeated proofs of my own weakness and folly, that
now I want the Lord to be my Guide and Instructor; I want to
hear His sweet voice saying, 'This is the way, walk ye in it '; 'Fear
not to go down into Egypt, I will surely do thee good?' 'My
presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest'; , I will guide
thee with mine eye.' These precious promises, spoken with power
to my doubting, fearing soul, so embolden me; they dissipate my
fears, and afford me such a simple dependence upon the Lord, as a
promise-fulfilling God, that, however dark my way in prospect, I
fear not to enter upon it. I go forward leaning on my Lord, not
anxious about what may befall me on my journey, knowing that
the Lord is with me, to guide me, to strengthen me, and to bring
my soul out into a wealthy place; and, moreover, when fresh dark
ness intercepts my path, and new and heavy troubles present them
selves, I am furnished with such a blessed appeal to the Lord, that,
remembering the season of holy intercourse with Him-my en
treaties with Him, and His sweet overtures to me of merciful
guardianship and care-I cannot but remind Him of His promise,
, And Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good.' "

« I wOiuld see .Tesus, for I have some dark-yea, very dark, pro
vidence before me; I have heavy troubles in prospect; something
seems to tell me that trials far exceeding any that I have yet
encountered await me, and that I shall surely, after all, be over-
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whelmed. 'I would see Jesus,' and hear Him say, 'Fear thou not,
for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God; I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteousness.' 'When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee; when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be
burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.' "

" And when united trials meet,
I'll show a path of safe retreat";

and bring thee forth, contrary to all thine expectations, and, in
spite of all thy dark forebodings and gloomy appearances, to sing
of sweet deliverance. Yes-

"Thou to the end shalt endure,
As sure as the earnest is given;

More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."

" I would see Jesus, for I have wandered from Him into bye
paths; sin has had dominion; an evil temper has prevailed; and
much darkness and bondage are the consequence thereof. I want
Him to break in afresh; again I want to hear His lovely voice
speaking that most suitable word, 'I will multiply to pardon'!
, multiply'-pardon over and over again; pardon as if I had never
had occasion to forgive before; as if thou hadst not been an old
offender; as if it were thy first offence, and as if I never expected
thee to presume upon my future indulgence; 'I will multiply
pardons.' "

" I would see Jesus, to inquire of Him if He really can bear with
my manners in the wilderness, and conduct me safely through. I
would ask Him to assure me that His love should never tire; that
He is of one mind, and none can turn Him. I would entreat Him
again to rebuke my slavish fears by saying, 'I will not turn away
from thee to do thee good'; for, ' I hate putting away.' "

" I would see Jesus-more of Him and less of myself: I would be
looking more to Jesus than into self or upon surrounding circum
stances; for, a sight of self, of creatures, and of the world, only tends
to fill my soul with dismay, while a sight of Jesus, a simple looking to,
and resting upon Him, inspires my soul with hope, and affords me
a humble confidence, that while myself and everything around is
fluctuating, changeable, and in nowise to be depended upon, Jesus,
and He alone, continues the same yesterday, and today, and for
ever.' "

" I would see Jesus, not only during my journey, but at the end
of it. Oh! I have many fears about a long and tedious affliction.
I see some upon the bed of languishing; I see them racked with pain;
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JESUS, I love Thy charming name!
'Tis music to mine ear;

Fain would I sound it out so loud
That heaven and earth might hear.

I hear their groans; their restless days and sleepless nights I dread
beyond expression, and ofttimes, as I take my stand beside their
dying couch, do I inquire, 'How can I stand such a trying hour?
Surely, my little confidence will yield to such a conflict.' I wish,
then, to see Him; I want Him to impart the grace of faith, that I
may rest upon the promise, ' As thy days, so shall thy strength be.'
I desire to listen to the sweet droppings of that precious promise,
, The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting
arms.' "

" I would see Jesus when death seizes me; when He fixes His
grasp upon me; then, seeing Jesus-feeling His blessed, soul-com
fortin, heart-cheering presence with me-I would smile at death,
and, welcoming him as my friend instead of mine enemy, I would
exclaim, '0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy
victory? The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the
law; but thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.' "

" I would see Jesus at the resurrection and at a judgment hour;
for what could I do without Him at such a time? How could I
meet my Judge, but in the person of my adorable Surety? Upon
Jesus alone can I fix my dying eye, and to none other can I look
when the archangel's trump shall summon sleeping millions. My
last look in time, and my first in eternity, must be unto Jesus
Jesus."

" I would see Jesus in glory, surrounded by angels and arch
angels, and by the spirits of just men made perfect. I am looking
forward to, and longing to welcome to my astonished view, the
glorious vision: then it will not be as now, I would see Him, but,
I do see Him, my lovely Lord, my Friend, my Husband, my
responsible Surety before time; my Brother born for adversity, my
Friend that sticketh closer than a brother, in time; my Portion,
my Joy, and the Crown of my rejoicing, after time." Hallelujah!
"Sympathy," 1862. D. A. DOUDNEY.
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I'll speak the honours of Thy name
With my last, labouring breath;

And, dying, clasp Thee in my arms,
The Antidote of death. (Philip Doiddridge).
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SPIRITUAL BIOGRAPHY

A SHINING YOUNG SCOTCH MINISTER

ANpREW GRAY, 1634-1656

I l' has been previously commented upon that not a few of the
Scotch worthies concluded their journey in this vale of tears when
youthful in years. Probably none finished their course earlier than
did ANDREW GRAY, of whom Dr. James Hamilton could say, " ....
whom the Lord made ready in such ripe haste for Himself that ere
he reached his twenty-second year, believers ripe for glory saw that
he was riper still, and whose enraptured anticipations of the
heavenly communion are to this day the solace of many an aged
pilgrim and dying saint in Scotland."

HIS EARLY CALL TO THE MINISTRY

Andrew Gray was born in the year 1634, and being sent early
to school, made rapid progress, and in a short time was ripe for
the university where, by his ready genius, he made such proficiency,
both in learning and divinity, that before he was twenty years of
age he was approved unto God and accomplished for entering into
the office of the Christian ministry. From his infancy he had
studied to be acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, and like another;'
young Samson, the Spirit of God began very early to move him.

The earthly vessel being thus filled with heavenly treasure, he
was quiCkly licensed to preach and received a call to be minister
of the outer kirk of the High Church of Glasgow,· though he was
scarcely twenty years of age, and therefore below the age appointed
by the constitutions of the church, excepting in extraordinary cases.
No sooner was this young servant of the Most High God entered into
his Master's vineyard, than the people from all quarters flocked to
attend his sermons.

As he and his able colleague, Mr. James Durham, were one time
walking together, Durham, observing the multitude thronging into
that church where Andrew Gray was to preach and comparatively
few going into the church in which he (Durham) was to preach,
said to him, "Brother, I perceive you are to have a throng church
today." To which Gray answered, "Truly, brother, they are fools
to leave you and come to me." Durham replied, "Not so, dear
brother, for none can receive such honour and success in his minis
try except it be given him from heaven. I rejoice that Christ is
preached and that His kingdom and interest· is getting ground, for
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I am content to be anything, or nothing, that Christ may be all in
alL"

And indeed, Andrew Gray had a notable and singular gift in
preaching, being one experienced in the most mysterious points of
Christian practice and profession, in handling of all his subjects
being free of youthful vanity or affectation of human literature,
though he had a most scholastic genius and more than ordinary
abilities. He outstripped many that entered into the Lord's vineyard
before him. His expression was well adapted to affect the hearts
of his hearers; yea, he had such a faculty and was sO' helped to
press home God's threatenings upon the consciences of his hearers
that his contemporary, the aforesaid Mr. Durham, observed "That
many times he caused the very hairs of their heads to' stand up."

HIS TEACHING

George Hutcheson used to speak of Andrew Gray as a spark from
heaven. His short ministry was distinguished by extraordinary gifts
and graces. Among his other excellencies in preaching, which were
many, this was none of the least, that he could so order his subject
as to make it be relished by every palate. He could so dress a plain
discourse as to delight a learned audience and at the same time
preach with faithfulness and plainness. He had such a clear grasp
of high mysteries as to make them stoop to the meanest capacity.
He had so learned Christ, and being of a most zealous temper, the
great bent of his spirit and that for which he was most concerned
was to make people know their dangerous state by nature and to
persuade them to believe. All these singularities seem to have been
his peculiar gift from the Lord, to make' him a burning and a shining
light, though for about the space of two years only; the Spi?it of the
Lord as it were stirring up a lamp into a sudden blaze, that was
not destined to continue long. On which a prefacer of some of
his sermons has observed, "Yea, how awakening, convincing, and
reproving may be the example of this very young minister to
many ministers of the gospel, who have heen many years in the
vineyard, but fall short of his labours and progress. God thinks fit
now and, then to raise up a child to reprove the sloth and negligence
of many thousands of advanced years, and shows that He can perfect
His own praise out of the mouths of babes."

HIS PRINTED SERMONS

His sermons were long ago printed, and his works do praise him
in the gates. As the Puritan, Thomas Manton, said of Gray's works,
they are" the product of a lively and savoury spirit." They include
"Precious Promises," "The Spiritual Warfare," "Instigations to
Prayer," "Communion Sermons," " An Elevated and Comprehens
ive Lecture from 1 Sam. 28, 19," and" The Mystery of Faith
Opened Up." John Howie, in his" Scots Worthies," says: "Fo,r
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his doctrine carries light, his reproofs are weighty, and his exhorta
tions powerful; and, though they are not in such an accurate or
grammatical style as some may expect, yet this may be easily
accounted for, if we consider the great alteration and embellish~ent

in the style of the English language since his time. There can be no
ground, also, to doubt but they must be far inferior to what they
were when delivered by the author, who neither corrected them nor,
as appears, intended that they should ever be published. Yet all this
is sufficiently made up otherwise, for what is wanting in symmetry
of parts or equality of style is made up in the pleasure of variety,
like the grateful odours of various flowers, or the pleasant harmony
of different sounds, for so is truth in its own native dress."

HIS EARLY DEATH

It has often been said that Mr. Gray many times longed for the
twenty-second year of his age, wherein he expected to rest from his
labours and, by a perpetual jubilee, to enjoy his blessed Lord and
Master. It is certain that in his sermons we find him often longing
for his majority, that he might enter into the possession of his
heavenly Father's inheritance, prepared for him before the founda
tions of the world were laid. He escaped death very narrowly on
one occasion, when going to Dundee in company with Mr. Robert
Fleming (sometime minister of Cambuslang), which remarkable sea
deliverance was a matter of thankfulness to God for the remainder
of his life.

But the time approached when the Lord was to accomplish the
desire of His servant. He fell sick, and was in a high fever for
several days, being tossed with sore trouble, without any inter
mission; but all the time continuing in a most sedate frame of mind.
It is a loss that his dying words were neither recorded or remem
bered, but it may be gleaned what his spiritual exercises were
from the short but excellent letter sent by him a little before his
death to Lord Warriston, bearing the date 7th February, 1656.
In this he shows he not only had a most clear discovery of the
toleration then granted by Cromwell, and the evils that would come
upon the land for all these things, but also was most sensible of his
own case and condition, as appears from the conclusion of it, where
he accosts his Lordship thus: "Now not to trouble your Lordship,
whom I highly reverence, and my soul is knit to you in the Lord,
but that you will bespeak my case to the great Master of requests,
and lay my broken state before Him who hath pled the desperate
case of many, according to the sweet words in Lamentations 3 : 56,
, Thou hast heard my voice: hide not thine ear at my breathing,
at my cry.' This is all at this time from one in a very weak
condition, in a great fever, who, for much of seven nights, hath
slept little at all, with many other sad particulars and circum
stances."



The Gospel Magazine 459

Thus, in a short time, according to his desire, it was granted to
him, by death, to pass unto the Author of life, his soul taking its
flight into the arms of his blessed Saviour, whom he had served
faithfully in his short day, being only twenty-two years of age.
He shone too conspicuously to continue long, and burned so in
tensely that he behoved soon to be extinguished; but he now shines
in the kingdom of his Father, in a more conspicuous refulgent
manner, even as the brightness of the firmament and the stars for
ever and ever.

He was, in his day, a most pious youth and, though he died
young, yet was old in grace, having lived and done much for God
in a little time. He was one, both in public and private life, who
possessed, in a high degree, every domestic and social virtue that
could adorn the character of a most powerful and pathetic preacher,
a loving husband, an affable friend, ever cheerful and agreeable in
conversation, always ready to exert himself for the relief of all who
asked, or stood in need of his assistance. These uncommon talents
not only endeared him to his brethren in the ministry but also to
many others from the one extremity of the land to the other, who
heard or knew anything of him, who considered and highly esteemed
him as one of the most able advocates for the propagation and
advancement of Christ's kingdom. F.C.

To Thy temple I repair;
Lord, I love to worship there:
When, within the veil, I meet
Christ upon the mercy-seat.

I, through Him, am reconciled;
In Him I am owned a child:
Abba, Father! give me grace
In Thy courts to seek Thy face.

While Thy glorious praise is sung,
Touch my lips, unloose my tongue,
That my joyful soul may bless
Christ, "The Lord our Righteousness."

While Thy ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in Thy name,
Through their voice, by faith, may I

Hear Thee speaking from on high.
From Thy house when I return,
May my heart within me burn;
And at evening let me say,
" I have walked with God today." (lames Montgomery).
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

THE COVENANT OF GRACE

A SERMON BY THE REV. JAMES BATrERSBY, M.A. (Sheffield)

" In that He saith, a new Covenant, He' hath made the first old"
(Heb. 8: 13).

THE old Covenant mentioned in our text is the conditional, cere
monial, and national Covenant, which the Lord made with Israel
when He had brought him out of the land of Egypt. This was
the Covenant which decayed, waxed old, and which has now
vanished away. The new Covenant is the Covenant of Grace, as
administered after the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Now before enlarging upon this new Covenant, I wish to say a
few words upon the "COVENANT OF WORKS" with Adam. There
are several Covenants spoken of in the Word of God. I shall only
touch upon three: "THE COVENANT OF WORKS"_" THE CEREMONIAL
COVENANT "-AND "THE COVENANT OF GRACE." The last two merge
into one, and are in reality, different administrations of "THE
COVENANT OF GRACE."

THE COVENANT OF WORKS

But what is the Covenant of Works? With whom, and where
was it made? And whom does it concern? What was its chief
end'? And of what use is it now? I shall try to give very brief, yet,
I hope, very Scriptural answers to these questions. I have, on
former occasions, touched upon the nature of this Covenant, in
consequence of which, I may venture to eppitomise my answers to
the questions proposed.

What is the Covenant of Works? You will remember that a
certain lawyer once tempted our Lord, saying, " Master what shall
I do to inherit life." Our Lord said to him, "What is written in
the law? how readest thou?" The lawyer answering, said, "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbour as thyself." Jesus said unto him, "Thou hast answered
right: this d'o,and thou shalt five" (Luke 10: 25 to 28). A better
exposition of "the Covenant of W arks" can never be given. It
might be tried in words and phrases, but" This do and thou shalt
live," can never be surpassed. St. Paul contrasts the "law of
works" with the" law of faith" (Rom. 3: 27). "Moses describeth
the righteousness which is of the law, That the man which doeth
those things shall live by them" (Rom. 10: 5).
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Again, with whom and where was this Covenant .of Works made?
The answer is, that it was made with Adam in the Garden of Eden.
The happiness of Adam, and of his continuing in the enjoyment of
the same, was conditional. His obedience was to be personal, perfect,
perpetual, and universal. The least failure in his observing the law
of works would prove to be his complete ruin with a curse.
"Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are
written in the book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3 : 10).

Again, whom does the Covenant of Works con.cern? The answer
is, that it concerns not only Adam but all his posterity. Adam was
a representative man, and the federal head of all his family, or of
all his descendants, or of all his offspring. Adam's failure was the
failure of all in union with him. This is the reasoning of St. Paul
in the 5th of Romans. The Apostle there contrasts the Two Heads
and the Two Families. Adam and his family with Christ and His
family.

Again, what was the chief end in the Covenant of Works? The
answer must be evident to most of you. It was for the glory of God.
Indeed, this is the chief end in all that God does, or that He
commands to be done by His creatures. He will not give His glory
to another, and whatever we do, we are to do all to His glory.
In a the Covenant of Works," God will have His righteous and
holy law magnified, and in its violation, He will have His justice
vindicated. The law of works knows nothing of a Mediator, nor
of the forgiveness of sins, nor of repentance and faith, nor does it
admit anyone to the least favour. And yet the law is holy, just, and
good. The law of works to perfection can only be seen in the life
and death of Christ.

Again, what use is a the Covenant of WOff"ks now?" You can
read the answer in the 3rd of Romans. "Now we know that what
things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the
law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world become
guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the law is the knowledge
of sin." The law is the discoverer of sin, the condemner of ·th~

sinner and the mouth stopper of every creature in the sight of
High Heaven. "The Covenant of Works" says to every person
who is depending upon it for salvation, a He is a debtor to do the
whole law."

THE COVENANT OF GRACE

Now, by "the Covenant of Grace," I understand the disposing,
the arranging, the ordering, and the settling of all things concerning
the Chmch of God, by the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost
before the world began. This" Covenant of Grace" includes all the
acts of the Father, all the acts of the Son, and all the acts of the
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Holy Ghost on behalf of the Church of God. Nothing has been
omitted, and nothing can be added thereto. Everything has been
provided for.

Some of the eternal Covenant acts of the Father are these
The election and giving of a people to His Beloved Son, Christ
Jesus-that in Him He would justify, pardon, and preserve them to
His heavenly kingdom. Some of the eternal facts of the Son of God
are these-His coming from heaven, the doing of His Fathe.r's Will,
the fulfilment of the law's proud demands, the redemptlOn and
salvation of all those given to Him by the Father. Some of the
eternal acts of the Holy Spirit are these-the calling and regener
ating of the sinner, the daily renewing of grace in the heart of the
believer, the teaching, the guiding, and the continuing of the good
work in him, until the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.

In the "Covenant of Grace" there are no contingencies, and in
its administration, there are no conditions, except those which the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost have guaranteed: Hence,
the administration of the "Covenant of Grace" since the coming
of Christ, is far more excellent than it was under any previous
Dispensation of the same Covenant.

" The Covenant of Grace preserves us secure,
We live by its gracious decree;

Redeemed by our Saviour, and call'd by His power,
We worship the Covenant Three."

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE COVENANT

Again, the Substance of the Covenant is Christ. What I mean
by the Substance of the Covenant is stated by the Prophet Isaiah:
" I will give Thee for a Covenant of the people" (Isaiah 42 : 6).
I understand by these words, that every promise and every blessing
on behalf of the Church of God is summed up in the Person of Christ
Jesus (Eph. I : 3 and 2 Cor. I : 20).

Now for the SURETY of the Covenant. This refers to the Person
Who has engaged to be the Responsible Head of His people.

To illustrate the position of a Surety. Judah undertook to be
Surety to his father Jacob for the safe return of Benjamin when
Simeon had been retained in prison by Joseph in Egypt. The words
are these: "I will be Surety for him; of my hands shalt thou
require him! if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before
thee, then let me bear the blame for ever" (Genesis 43 : 9). This
is indeed Responsibility and Substitution. This is still further ex
plained by St. Paul's undertaking on behalf of Onesimus to Phile
mon to be respolnsible for him. "If he hath wronged thee or oweth
thee ought, put that on my account; I Paul ha've writt~n it with
mine own hand, I will repay it" (Philemon 18: 19).
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Consider for a moment the Responsibility and Suretyship of the
Saviour on behalf of His people. "He that is Surety for a stranger
shall smart for it" (Proverbs 11 : 15). Christ has smarted for His
people, and they are allowed to go free. There never was such a
Person as Jehovah Jesus, Who is the Surety of the New Covenant.
To realise Him as my Surety, my Responsibility, my Pay-Master,
and my All before God, is my salvation, my comfort, and my joy.

Jehovah Jesus is also my Mediator in the Covenant of Grace.
" There is One God and One Mediator between God and men, the
Man Christ Jesus" (1 Tiro. 2 : 5). Now the Mediator stands be
tween God and sinners. He can speak to God for us, and He can
speak to us from God. We can go up to God through Christ, and
He can come down to us through Him.

Again, Jehovah Jesus is also the Messenger of the Covenant of
Grace. "The Messenger of the Covenant, whom ye delight in:
behold, He shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts" (Mal. 3: 1).
What has this Messenger come to reveal and to do? "The Only
Begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, hath come to
declare Him." And not only to declare and to reveal Him but to
do His will. The Son of God came not to do His own will but the
will of Him that sent Him. The Covenant of Grace as revealed by
the Divine Messenger is the joy and rejoicing of the hearts of the
children of God.

Again, Jehovah Jesus is also the Ratifier of the Covenant of
Grace. The Blood of Jesus is the Blood of the Everlasting Covenant
(Heb. 13: 20). By the Blood of the Covenant, prisoners are sent
forth from the prison house of the law and of their sins (Zech.
9: 11). The Blood of Jesus Christ is the Blood of Suretyship, the
Blood of Responsibility, the Blood of Mediatorship, the Blood of
heaven's Messenger, and the Blood of Ratification. The glorious
work and precious death of my blessed Saviour is my only hope.
And I believe that this is' no vain hope, for the Blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.

QUALITIES OF THE COVENANT

Now for some of the excellent qualities of the Covenant of Grace.
We must always bear in mind that it is a Divine Covenant
Jehovah's Covenant. Hear the words of the Psalmist-" I have
made a Covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David
My Servant. Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up
Thy throne to all g-enerations." "I have exalted One chosen out
of the people." "My Covenant shall stand fast with Him." See
the 89th Psalm, verses 3, 4, 19, 28 to 38. This has never been
fulfilled in any other person than in our Beloved David, the Son
of God.
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This Covenant has been absolutely settled on the Foundation of
free Graqe, in order that there might be no failure therein. "And
if by grace, then it is no more of works: otherwise grace is no
more grace" (Rom. 11 : 6) .. And why is the Covenant all of grace?
Now for the answer: "To the end the promise might be sure to all
the seed," that is to all the spiritual seed of Abraham, "Not to
that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the
faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all," who belong to
the election of grace (Rom. 4: 16).

There are three excellent qualities of the Covenant of Grace
mentioned by David in one verse: "Although my house be not so
with God, yet He hath made with me an everlasting Covenant,
ordered in all things, and sure: for this is all my salvation, and
all my desire, although He make it not to grow" (2 Sam. 23 : 5).
Now observe the words here used in qualifying the Covenant of
Grace. It is an everlasting Covenant, or a Covenant which must
abide for ever. It is ordered in all things. There is nothing left out.
And it is sure. God's promise, truth, faithfulness, and oath are the
security of the Covenant. Di:wid said, "This is all my salvation."
God grant that we may realise the same to our souls' joy and comfort
for Christ's sake!

Again, How has the Covenant of Grace been dispensed from time
to time? In the days of our first parents, it was dispensed chiefly
by Promise and by Sacrifice. The Promise contained the life, and
the Sacrifice figured forth, the substitutional means of putting away
sin, of reconciling the sinner, and of bringing in everlasting righteous
ness. Thus, the Covenant of Grace was dispensed from Adam to
Noah, from Noah to Abraham, and from Abraham to Moses. Adam
received the Promise, Noah preached the righteousness which is of
faith, and Abraham had the Gospel of the grace of God proclaimed
to him. "In thee shall all the nations be blessed."

Now in the days of Moses the "Ceremonial Covenant" was
consolidated, but this Covenant waxed old, when it had served
the end for which God designed it. The law and the Gospel went
side by side from Moses to Christ. The law called for justice, the
Gospel as dispensed in types and shadows cried for mercy. But
the Covenant of Ceremonies was weak and defective. The gifts
and sacrifices, the meats and drinks, the divers washings and carnal
ordinances, the blood of bulls and goats, the sprinkled ashes of the
heifer, and the sprinkled blood of slain beasts, could never take
away sin, nor make him who did the service perfect, as pertaining
to the conscience.

Still the Ceremonial Covenant had its use. "For the law having
a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the
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things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by
year continually make the corners thereunto perfect. For then
would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the wor
shippers once purged should have had no more consciencce of sins.
But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins
every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of
goats should take away sins" (chapter 19). But the time of Reform
ation arrived and Christ appeared. He taketh away the old Cere
monial Covenant that He may establish for ever the better and
the more excellent dispensing of the Covenant of Grace.

Again) How has the Covenant of Grace been disp'ensed since the
coming oDf Christ? This is a very wide field indeed for thought
and reflection. Well, it has not, nor is it now dispensed by Jewish
rites and ceremonies.

There is a brief account given of a meeting of the Apostles and
elders who came together to consider whether the disciples should
keep the law of Moses. This question had been raised by certain
Pharisees who believed. "And when there had been much dis
puting" in the council, "Peter rose up and said unto them, Men
and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the Word of
the Gospel, and believe. And God which knoweth the hearts, bear
them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as He did unto us;
and put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts
by faith. Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a yoke upon the
neck of the disciples, which neither our fathers nor we were able
to bear? But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ we shall be saved even as they" (Acts 15: '6 to 11).

The legal ceremonial of Moses is done away by the coming of
Christ, and now we have a fuller and clearer Revelation of the
everlasting Covenant of Grace, and of the blessings which it contains.
The Holy Ghost has been poured upon the disciples both in gifts
and graces. The Old Testament saints looked forward to the fulfil
ment of the Promise of God, and suffered affliction, bearing the
reproach of Christ, and enduring, as seeing Him by faith, who
cannot be seen by the natural eye. These wor,thies were not un
mindful of the Ceremonial Covenant, but they knew its weakness
and imperfection. We, under the full dispensing of the Gospel of
the Grace of God, look back to Calvary and see the burden Christ
did bear, look up to heaven and see Him, as our great High Priest
at God's right hand, look forward and see Him coming again
without sin unto the eternal salvation and glorification of all His
Redeemed.
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I feel
(Philip Doddridge, 1755).

A PRACTICAL OBSERVATION

And now in conclusion, I shall make orne practical observation,
and then propound to you two or three solemn questions. My
practical observation is this, that the Covenant of Grace cannot be
realised and understood unless the Divine Spirit reveals the same to
the heart and soul of man. There is an appointed time for the
revelation of this Covenant to the sinner. It is called the time of
love, or loves. Then it is that God enters vitally, spiritually, and
exp-erimentally into Covenant with all those whom He. purposes to
take to heaven. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
Him; and He will shew them His covenant (Ezekiel 16: 8; 1 Cor.
2: 10; Psalm 25: 16).

SOLEMN QUESTIONS

Now, beloved, the questions which I venture to propound to you
are the following:

On which of the three Covenants, which have already been ex
plained, are we standing for acceptance before a just and all-wise
God?

Are we standing- before Him on the Covenant of Works pure
and simple, as made with Adam? If so, then no flesh can be saved!

Or, are we standing- before Him on the Covenant of Ceremonial
ism? If so, then there is no salvation, for this Covenant of conditions
has perished.

Or, are we standing on the Covenant of Grace, which is in Jesus
Christ? If so, then there is hope for helpless, perishing, and needy
sinners. Sin has abounded by the law of works, but grace has
super-abounded by the law of faith, which in the end means
heaven and glory. May all praise be ascribed to the Triune Jehovah
for Eternal and Covenant love both now and for evermore. Amen!
and Amen!

"My God! the Covenant of Thy love
Abides for ever sure;

And in its matchless grace
My happiness secure! "
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A VALUABLE BOOKLET

A valuable shilling booklet of twenty-eight pages has just been
issued from the pen of the Rev. Arthur J. Brown, formerly Vicar
of St. Barnabas, Blackburn. It is entitled « Conspiracy, Confusion,
Crisis in the Church of England," and may be obtained form the
Hon. Secretary, The Truth and Faith Committee, clo The Rectory,
Whinburg-h, Dereham, Norfolk, or from The Protestant Truth
Society, 184 Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

It is a very timely publication, and we hope that it will have
the widest possible circulation. It is carefully and accurately
written, and is brief, clear, and very illuminating in all that it
contains.

CANON LAW PROPOSALS

Its last twelve pages state clearly the present position with respect
to the new proposals of Canon Law.

"Loyal churchmen have every reason to be apprehensive and
disturbed by many of the proposed Canons," Mr. Brown states.
They will have" the effect of changing, or making possible a change
in, the doctrine and worship of the Church of England, of embracing
the law-breakers and legalising their illegalities."

Mr. Brown surveys the proposals concerning stone altars, Mass
vestments, deviations from the Prayer Book, new Holy Days, the
Confessional, Religious Orders, more extensive powers given to the
Bishops, etc.

On the latter point Mr. Brown writes: "They (the Bishops) have
permitted and encouraged lawlessness. They have promoted law
breakers. Does this entitle them to ask for more powers? "

On "Stone Altars" Mr. Brown remarks: "The Judicial Com
mittee of the Privy Council, in the Western case in 1857, declared
a stone structure in place of an ordinary table of wood to be illegal,
and recorded that the Reformers' considered -the Holy Communion,
not as a sacrifice, but as a feast to be celebrated at the Lord's
Table.'" He adds the quotation from the Homily: "Herein thou
needest no other man's help, no other sacrifice or oblation, no
sacrificing priest, no mass, no means established by man's invention."
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CRISIS

"We seem," writes Mr. Brown, "to be approaching an even
greater crisis than in 1927-2B."-

This is true, and Mr. Brown goes on to indicate ways in which
every possible effort can, and must, be made to defeat every pro
posal which would bring the Church of England to false teaching
and modes of worship cast out at the time of the Reformation.

In the earlier part of the booklet Mr. Brown gives the facts of
the Conspiracy from 1B33 and of the lawlessness since the rejection
of the Revised Prayer Book in 1927-1928.

We hope that many of our readers will get the booklet and
circulate it. It is a valuable publication at the present time, and is
full of information.

Among quotations given are two worth constant reference, e.g.,
that" the House of Commons represents the mind of the inarticulate
mass of laymen more closely than does the House of Laity" and
also (a quotation from the late Lord William Cecil, Bishop of
Exeter) that" We were considering too much the tastes and desires
of this or that body of churchmen, and were forgetting that there
is only one consideration that is worthy to be entertained, namely,
whether our worship is pleasing to the Saviour."

WHAT THE GOSPEL IS

We have received from our friend, WaIter C. Brehaut of Guernsey
an eight-page pamphlet entitled "The Gospel: What it is and
W hat it does."

I t is on Sovereign Grace lines, and will be found helpful guidance
in these days of much advertised missions on other lines.

What-is the Gospel? "It is," says Mr. Brehaut, " a proclamation,
and not an offer, to be accepted or rejected at the whim of fallen
man."

Mr. Brehaut traces accurately and experimentally the effect of
this proclamation on those who hear it.

The price of the pamphlet is fourpence post free; but twelve
copies are two shillings, post free, from the Author, Le Planel,
Torteval, Guernsey, Channel Islands.

THE CLIFTON CONFERENCE

The Clifton Conference was begun by the Rev. Samuel Abraham
Walker, Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol, in 1862. The subject
of the first Conference was "The Scriptures: Their Inspiration
and their Use."
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On the origin of the Conference the Rev. James Ormiston wrote
in 1900 as follows:

It was in the year 1856 that the late beloved Rev. WILLIAM
PENNEFATHER was led to originate the periodical assembling
of the members of the various Christian Churches "for social
communion, as children of the one Father, animated by the
same life, and heirs together of the same glory." From Christ
Church Parsonage, Barnet, in June of that ye'ar, went forth the
first invitation to the "Barnet Conference," in the course of
which GoD's beloved servant wrote, "the object of the pro
posed Conference is to promote personal holiness, brotherly
love, and increased interest in the work of the LORD.'" Among
those whom this affectionate appeal attracted to the earlier
Conferences conducted by Mr. PENNEFATHER was the late
dear Rev. SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER, whose love of the
brethren was thereby so powerfully stirred up that he felt
led to originate a Conference of the LORD's people at Clifton,
on Scriptural lines similar to those on which Mr. PENNEFATHER
had proceeded. The CLIFTON CONFERENCE, small in its be
ginning, has now been maintained, with blessed results, for
the long period of thirty-eight years, and stands second in
point of origin among the now numerous Christian Conven
tions in England, brought into existence during the latter half
of the century.

A distinguishing feature of the CLIFTON CONFERENCE has
been their fidelity to the fundamental doctrines of the Gocrpel
of the free grace of GOD. This important characteristic has
given them a solidity and force which, in our times of super
ficial and sensational religion, have always attracted exper
ienced believers ~elighting in "the deep things of GOD.'"

We often wonder whether the Conference could be revived. It
has not met since 1913, when it marked its Jubilee (it having been
apparently suspended one year). The Conference meetings were
held in the Victoria Rooms, Bristol, at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. on the
first Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in October.
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BIBLE EXPOSITION

"LED OF THE SPIRIT"

471

By THE LATE PASTOR J. K. POPHAM (Brighton)

"But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law JJ (Gal.
5: 18).

THIS chapter sets forth two mighty and opposite principles, and
exhibits them to us in their different fruits; so that if we have the
true light of life, we may know what spirit we are of, who it is who
actuates us, to whom we are moving, and what is the end of all
with us.

The Galatians were proving the evil of false teaching, in the
effects of it. They had had a revelation made to them of Christ
crucified, the greatest blessing that can come to a person and to a
church. They had been called to the gospel, they had received the
gospel, they had loved the messenger of the gospel to them; they
regarded Paul with intense affection, and were at one time willing
even to give their eyes for him. They little thought of the defection
that would soon come to them.

False teachers came, and they sowed seed which, dropped into a
legal heart, quickly brought forth fruit, the fruit of turning to
another gospel, which was not another; and it brought forth very
bitter fruit in them. They soon regarded Paul as an enemy, because
he came and taught them, and reproved them, and sought to bring
them: back to that gospel from which they had, to his great astonish
ment, so quickly turned. In this chapter he exhorts them to stand
fast, not to give way by subjection to the enemy of Christ; no,
not for an hour.

It would be well for us to be suspicious of every influence, every
voice, within us or without us, that in the least possible degree
depreciates Jesus Christ, and sets up self or something agreeable
to self in His place. 0 my friends in the Lord, be very particular
about the influences that come upon you, and the spirits that rise
within you; be assured that every spirit that turns you in the least
possible degree from the cross, from the liberty of Christ, from the
gospel of Christ, is from the devil and from your own legal nature.
"Stand fast therefore in the liberty from the law; and looking
into the perfect law of liberty, is looking into the gospel, into
Christ's Person and righteousness and blood and grace; whereby
the soul is brought into acceptance with, and access to, God, and
has liberty from condemnation; as it is written, "There is therefore

i
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now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit."

Be very careful about your walk; not simply your external con
duct, but the walk in your spirit. If you walk by reason, you
stumble; you soon become hardened in a measure from the fear of
.God, from the life of faith, from the spirit of prayer, from a humble
dependence on Christ; and have regard to yourself, to your con
venience, and to the indulgence of the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts; and the offence of the cross becomes
great to you in proportion as you walk after the flesh. Nature ever
will be offended with the cross, ever will dislike the absolute de
pendence of the soul by faith on Christ. Watch this very carefully
in yourselves.

FLESH AND SPIRIT

The general drift of the chapter is to set forth the two principles,
grace and sin; and as the one rises, the other falls; like a pair of
scales, if one is up, the other is down. If the flesh prevails, then
Christ as to all effect becomes of no avail. If Christ prevails, the
flesh as to all prevalence is dead; for if you live in the Spirit, by
the Spirit you kill the deeds of the body, as the word is: "If ye
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live."
And the apostle declares that these two principles, of which I have
made mention, are contrary the one to the other. "'rhe flesh
lusteth "-willeth, struggleth, laboureth-" against the spirit, and
the spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the
other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would."

If you take the spirit to be the hidden man of the heart, you will
find there is a conflict between them; as you are lively in the things
of God, you oppose the things of the flesh. You have in your own
soul " a company of two armies"; you will find it there. The flesh
says, "There is no God," or, "What profit should we have if we
pray unto Him?" "Who is the Lord that I should obey Him? "
And the spirit says, "I would walk before God in the land of the
living, and pray; I would believe and repent, hope and love, leave .
the world, and esteem none but Christ." And these two living in the
same person bring about a conflict, because they are contrary the
one to the other, as fire and water are contrary; they face in
different directions, the flesh to the world, the spirit to God.

If you take the Spirit to mean the Holy Ghost, the same effect
will be found. When He moves, He leads you to Christ, to re
pentance, to faith, to dependence, to fix your whole dependence on
Christ; and the flesh opposess that operation. Every step that you by
faith take to heaven, the flesh opposes; " and these are contrary the
one to the other, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would."
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And let me invite your very strict attention to this part of this
verse: "So that ye canTllot do the things that ye W'oluld." I believe
you will find in your own cases that it is true in both respects; in
respect of the flesh, in respect of the spirit. Paul found it, and
relates it in the seventh of Romans: "When I would do good,
evil is present with me." "How to perform that which is good I
find not: for the good that I would do not; but the evil which I
would not, that I do." There was a conflict, and the flesh could not
have its own way. He said, "0 wretched man that I am! yet I
shall get the victory"; and he sang of the victory. If you are
always living after the flesh, if you always indulge it, if there is no
resistance, no crying out because of, and against, the violence
offered, then you are, as Paul speaks, "after the flesh," and you
cannot please God. But if you have the Spirit in you, then the
flesh, always wanting its own way and never willing 'to yield, and
determined not to yield, will find itself effectually opposed; its
prevalence is broken, its dominion is taken away. Blessed be God,
if we have in our own cases this sweet thing, bitter to flesh; namely,
the operation of the Holy Spirit in our hearts.

"NOT UNDER THE LAW"

Then he says in the text, " If ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not
under the law"-not obliged to be circumcised, not obliged to obey
and seek to fulfil the law, that you may live. No, you are not under
the law as to its dominion, What a freedom this is, a wonderful
freedom! Not under a covenant of works, not under that solemn
word, " Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which
are written in the book of the law, to do them."

He who is not under the law is a favoured person; for he is under
the law of Christ, the law that proceeds, not from Mount Zinai,
but from Zion, from the house of the Lord that is built on the
top of the mountains. And he who is thus favoured will be saying
at times: "For all people will walk everyone in the name of his
god; and we will walk in the Name of the Lord our God"; that
is, in the Name of Christ. For the word is fulfilled in him, " I will
strengthen them in the Lord, and they shaH walk up and down in
His Name, saith the Lord."

LED OF THE SPIRIT-LED TO CHRIST

Now if the Lord will help me, I shall speak of this being led of
the Spirit.

1. "If ye be led of the Spirit," you ce'rtainly willi be led to
Christ; for He it is who has made you free.' He it is who has given
you liberty-Christ. You are led to Him.

There are two things that are essential to vital religion in the
beginning and all through; n'amely, "repentan-ce toward God, and



faith toward ,our Lord Jesus Christ." -He is going to heaven who has
these two. Many a tear will run down his cheek because of his sins,
and many a sweet hope will warm and enlarge and strengthen his
heart, as he looks to Jesus Christ. He who is led of the Spirit is
certainly led into those two essentials. Repentance is never left out
where the Holy Spirit is, never; religion is halt without it, prayer has
no salt without it, an approach to God is not acceptable without it;
indeed, there is no access without it. Repentance, 0 sweet repent
ance, there is nothing harsh in it; much bitterness of spirit, much
trouble because of sin, many painful looks at it, as Watt sings:

" Past offences pain my eyes" ;

but there is no wrath in it.

. And this is being delivered from the law, for the law will not
have repentance; all the Law accepts is perfection of work, perfec
tion of heart. Be perfect under the law, and you will be accepted;
fail and, apart from the gospel, you are not allowed to repent, you
are only cursed: "Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all
things which are written in the book of the law to do them,"
And were you to be instructed in this, particularly those who have
as yet not attained to that liberty they are seeking, it would be a
help indeed to see that that repentance which now and again softens
your heart, moistens your eye, ,and brings you to the Throne of
God's heavenly' grace with a humble, sincere acknowledgment of
your offences, attended with cries of forgiveness-comes not from
the law; for the law never produces such effects.

" Law and terrors do but harden";

gospel softens. The law rejects repentance, rejects tears, accepts
perfect works, and nothing more, nothing less.

The gospel acts a kinder part, and gives a sinner a soft heart,
a repenting heart, a heart of flesh, a heart to weep, to confess sin,
to forsake it; and that is always accompanied with faith toward
our Lord Jesus Christ. That faith fixes in Him, and as it is
strengthened, liberty comes. A revealed Christ is laid hold of by a
God-given faith, and liberty is the result; and we are to stand fast
in this. He may seem to go from you sometimes; it may be
expedient for your sometimes that He should leave you, as He did

_His disciples respecting His bodily presence. But He will give you
such inklings, even at those times, of Himself and of His mercies
as will cause you to cleave to Him.

2. More particularly, "If ye be led of the Spirit," you are led
to labour « for that meat that endureth unto everlasting life." And
this is that meat which Christ speaks of: "Except ye eat the flesh
of the Son of man, and drink His blood, ye have no life in you."
Now the life of faith as it is in the Spirit's power, standing and
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moving, is this way-to receive a manifested Christ broken for sin
and broken for you.

It is a great point in vital religion, This orientation of the soul
with regard to Christ is .an .indication that the soul is led of the
Spirit. As you are fixed toward Him or as you are not, so will be
the evidence or the lack of evidence that you are being led of the
Spirit. Look at this, it is worth your closest attention. Christ put
the question once, "What think ye of Christ?" And we may put it
to ourselves, "What think we of Christ?" This is the test

"To try both our state and our scheme.
We cannot be right in the rest
Unless we think rightly of Him."

The orientation of a sinner's heart to Christ is a very vital thing.
" I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the Lord." The
covenant promise runs, "All Thy children shall be taught of the
Lord." "And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall
all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more." If you are led of the Spirit, that will be one
certain thing in you, 'you will be after Christ.

You were singing just now,
" I seek and hope to find a Portion for my soul,"

and happy is he who can say it honestly, with some understanding
of what it means. Inasmuch as the world has nothing to satisfy
a living soul, or to be an abiding portion, it foHows that Christ is
that Portion. "The Lord is my Portion, saith my soul," said
Jeremiah. Mary made a good choice; she chose that good part
which Christ confirmed to her, saying, "It shall not he taken
from her."

3. "If ye be led of the Spirit," this certainly will be with you,
"Let us therefore labour to enter into that rest." That rest was
the rest that Jesus gave of old, and gives now to His children; that
is the rest. Christ laboured, and entered into rest when He had
finished His labour; and there remains a rest, a sabatism to all the
Lord's people. And that is the rest of faith, living faith entering
into the blessed Person and finished work of Christ. The Spirit
makes a revelation of Christ, and the rest of faith follows. '

And if you are led thus, you are not under the law. It is not
the law that brings this, it is the gospel demonstrated by the Spirit,
a fre~ gospel 'of blessing; and the Spirit brings it, and out of that
gospel comes a seeking spirit. As when the captives were being
returned, then said the Lord, "I will lead them in a straight way,
wherein they shall not stumble." And this sets forth that straight _
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way of seeking, wherein sinners walk, and do not stumble. They
seek a manifested interest in Christ, an application of His blood,
a manifestation of His righteousness; and that not once or twice,
but all their days they seek, because the more they know of this,
the more they want to know.

4. There will be an exercise of hope accompanying the labour
of faith. Hope is likened to an anchor of the soul, sure and stead
fast, entering into that which is within the veil. Now this grace
of hope enters into the Person of Christ, who is the Object of hope.
"0 the Hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble! "
The Object of hope is the Person and work of Christ; the grace of
hope, seeing the Object, fixes in it. Here the soul fixes.

If you say, "My hope is in the Lord," out of your heart's
experience, you say a very great thing. Hope in Christ, why, it is
of celestial birth; and it is a powerful grace, it will keep you from
despair, it will tell you to look out for better days, it will inform
you that there is a good God in heaven ready to pardon. Good
hope through grace will preserve you from sinking- into despair.
If you are led of the Spirit, you will hope, hope all that heaven
has good, hope for the coming- of Christ to you, for the indwelling
of the Spirit, for the love of the Father, for deliverance from
afHiction; for sanctification, that your nature, though base, shall
from time to time be brought under, and you walk in the sancti
fication of the Spirit through belief of the truth. Hope will be this
to you, if you are led of the Spirit.

This is contrary to the law, for the law says to a sinner there is no
ground for hope. "Pay me that thou owest," is the one demand
of the law; and failing to receive what it demands, then its only
voice to the defaulter, the sinner, is, "Cursed is every one that
continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law
to do them."

But the labour of faith is to keep Christ in view. It is a great
labour, and here the flesh comes and opposes it. The flesh lusteth
against this labour of faith exceedingly; because the more Christ
is known, the more the flesh is ground and put down, brought into
the dust. The exaltation of Christ me.ans the putting of the flesh
down into the dust. Faith's labour is this. Standing in the power of
the Holy Spirit, it labours to reach, and to hold fast when He is
reached, the Lord .Jesus.

See now if you enter at all into that. Is Christ the Object first
and last of your soul's desire and aim and labour? If you are led
of the Spirit, it is so. There will be declensions, there will be
suspensions of the mighty operations of the Spirit; but the bent of
your mind, the trend of your wishes, will be in this direction, always
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this way. You may dam a spring, you may divert its course, you
cannot stop it moving; and sin and Satan may divert the mind,
and dam the spring, and warp the waters of the spring, but the
spring will move, and find its way, and make a channel for itself.
And you will find whatever opposition there may be in your flesh
to the spirit, it will move and move and move in its own direction,
and after its own proper Object.

LOVE OF GOD

If you live in the Spirit, you will find at times there will be
the fruit of the Spirit. "The fruit of the Spirit is love J) (Gal.
5: 22). Now if you have a real knowledge of Christ, you certainly
will have that fruit of love. Spiritual love has several objects. The
first is God. There are moments when a sinner can say out of his
very heart that he loves God. It may not be that he can say it often,
or that he can say it very fixedly, certainly, for any length of time,
but he will be able to say it sometimes. The Name of God the
Father who gave His Son, the Name of God the Son who freely
came and gave Himself, the Name of God the Holy Ghost who has
quickened the soul and taught it, and led it thus far, this God
will be dear to faith. "This God is our God for ever and ever,
and will be our Guide even unto death."

The fruit of the Spirit will be a love that will entwine itself about
Him. If the Lord has drawn you with the cords of a Man and
the bands of love, you will love the Lord; if Jesus visits you, then
you will love Him; if the Spirit operates upon you, and brings
some light and life from Christ, you will love the Spirit. If you are
led of the Spirit, you will be sure to have that fruit of the Spirit,
and a sweet fruit it is.

LOVE OF THE SCRIPTURES

Then you will love also the Scriptures-the Scriptures tr,ampled
under the foot of men like the vine of old trampled down by the
wild beast and the boar out of the wood; the Scriptures denied as
to their perfect inspiration; the Scriptures, the voice of God to some
of us, the power of God in some of us, the light of God in some
of us; I'he holy Scriptures, this blessed, beautiful Book so full of
revelation, so full of consolation, so full of exceeding great and
precious promises. Sometimes believers can say, "Precious Bible,
blessed Book! "

It shows you your Father, your Saviour and elder Brother, your
only Guide and Teacher the Spirit; it shows you the Fountain
opened for sin and uncleanness, it shows you the narrow way of
life, it shows you the end of your faith, even the salvation of your
soul. It tells you of heaven, and makes a promise t9 you that one
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day you will be taken to heaven by the God who has prepared a
place for you. .

Yes, the Scriptures speak to the saints in the Spirit. He takes
them, He applies them, He opens and explains them in some degree
of life, light, and unction, and makes them spirit and life, as Christ
says. And while this is true of the Scripture as a whole, there will
be certain outstanding passages which, being made over to you by
the Spirit, will be particularly dear to you.

LOVE TO GOD'S WAYS

And the fruit of the Spirit will be love to God's ways, even the
way of tribulation. Nothing will offend you while love is active
and prevalent. "Great peace have they which love Thy law"
the Scriptures-" and nothing shall offend them." Their faces
through faith are" steadfastly set to go to Jerusalem," as was the
face of their Leader and Commander Christ. And they see this
difficult path they wish to walk in: "In the world ye shall have
tribulation; in Me ye shall have peace"; and seeing the track of
Christ, faith will make you say,

" His track I see, and I'.ll pursue
The narro~ way till Him I view."

It is good to love the way the Scripture sets forth, the path you
must walk to heaven. It tells us ·honestly what it is: "The foxes
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man
hath not where to lay His head." Think of it. Christ, teaching
the way to heaven, says, "Let these saying-s sink down into your
ears, for the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men"
(Luke 9: 44); by which He would seem to say, "You will need
your faith in My teachings when you see Me crucified through
weakness; you will need your faith in My Person when you see Me
led as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb, so shall I be." This is the way~hrist crucified, and
you walkin,~ in a path that crucifies the old man with the affections
and lusts. The fruit of the Spirit is love to God's way. If you try
to pad, and to make easy to your shoulder, to your neck, the cross
and the yoke that Christ will have your bear, you will not succeed.
But when faith prevails, and love works by it and with it, then
you will say, "The will of the Lord is done."

LOVE TO THE SAINTS

And once more, with regard to love I will say this: the fruit of
the Spirit will be love to the saints. "Ye are taught of God," says
Paul, "to love one another. You need not that I should tell it to
you," he says; "you are taught of God to do it." And says the
Lord Himself, "So shall ye be My disciples, if-ye have love one to
another."
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And this love will be always humble; it will make you the chief
f sinners with respect to your brethren, and the least of saints.
t will lead you to honour them more than yourself: "Let each

esteem other better than himself." "In honour preferring one
mother." What a great thing it is to love the Lord's people!

You love them in respect of things that are in them. "If ye love
them which love you, what reward have ye? Do not even the
l)llblicans the same?" There is plenty of publican love about, but

, the love of the saints, this is particular, and this is the fruit of
tile Spirit.

I r you are led of the Spirit, you will have this love, and it will
show itself; if one is in trouble, you will be there; if there is any
peculiar affliction, you will sympathise, and seek to pray for the
urnicted. "Brethren, pray for us." "Praying always," as Paul says
in the Ephesians, "with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit,
nnd watching thereunto with all perseverance .and supplication for
I,ll saints." "Walk in love as dear children."

These are scriptures which are not grievous when love is in
)(l:rcise; no, they are pleasant, pleasant to the soul, attractive; and

ull the saints desire to walk in them. If you are led of the Spirit,
thrn you have love, love without dissimulation. May the Lord
1-\'rn.l1t we may have this fruit.,

a AGAINST SUCH THERE IS NO LAW"

Iller fruits tallow. « joy," joy in Christ; a peace," peace by
Ilrist, a longsuffering" in affliction, a gentleness" when you are

roughly treated; a goodmess/' a " being filled with goodness," as
PallI speaks to the Romans, out of the fulness of Christ; "faith,"
which holds fast to Christ; a meekness," that does not behave itself
proudly, haughtily; "temperance" in all things, in meat, in drink,
in dress, in behaviour. "Against such there is no law." Did
yo,u ever feel thankful for this' wc;>rd, "Against such there is no
Jaw"? : . .

Take the obedience of a sinner which he attempts as under the
law. The least flaw makes him guilty of the whole law. He that

Hands in one point, "he is guilty of all." .You who are under the
law, have a hard taskmaster to please, and you will never please
him, I le will insist on your doing what he bids you, and he will
batc not onc inch, not give way one iota.

But if you are under Christ's law, the law of grace and mercy,
the law of forgiveness and justification, the law of God's com
passions and pity, the law that brings Him to you to help you in
time of need; and your faith, though weak, still hangs about Him,
and your love, sometimes waxing cold, still moves and flickers
towards Him,-if you have these graces, these fruits,' says Paul,
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there is no law against you; that is to say, there is no exacting law,
saying you must increase these graces; if you do- not, you are lost.
No, there is a fire to increase them, that is, the love of God.
"Ye are not under the law."

May the Lord open this to us. We shall find plenty of trouble
and conflict if we are led of the Spirit, but we shall find no curse,
no condemnation.

W. E. H. LECKYON THE CHURCH OF ROME

"THAT the Church of Rome has shed more innocent blood than
any other institution that has ever existed among mankind, will be
questioned by no Protestant who has a complete knowledge of
history. The memorials, indeed, of many of her persecutions are
now so scanty that it is impossible to form a complete conception
of the multitude of her victims, and it is quite certain that no
powers of imagination can adequately realise their sufferings.

"Llorente, who had free access to the archives of the Spanish
Inquisition, assures us that by that tribunal alone more than thirty
one thousand persons were burnt, and more than two hundred and
ninety thousand condemned to punishment less severe than death.

" The number of those who were put to death for their religion
in the Netherlands alone, by Charles V, has been estimated by a
very high authority at fifty thousand, and at least half as many
perished under his son.

" And when to these memorable instances we add the innumerable
less conspicuous executions that took place, from the victims of
Charlemagne to the free-thinkers of the seventeenth century; when
we recollect that after the mission of Dominic, the area of the
persecution comprised nearly the whole of Christendom, and that its
triumph was in many districts so complete as to destroy every
memorial of the contest, the most callous nature must recoil from
the spectacle. '

" For these atrocities were not perpetrated in the brief paroxysms
of a reign of terror, or by the hands of obscure sectaries, but were
inflicted by a triumphant Church, with every circumstance of
solemnity and deliberation. Nor did the victims perish by a brief
and painless.death, but by one that was carefully selected as amon~
the most pOignant that man can suffer. They were usually burnt
alive. They were burnt alive not infrequently by a slow fire."
-(WO E. H. Leeky, 1872).




