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EDITORIAL

"REFORMED STUDIES"

No. 2319
Old Series

We feel sure that it will be a matter of real interest and of special

significance to readers of The Gospel Magazine to learn that there

is to be held this month the SECOND CONFERENCE of "Norwich

Reformed Studies." The first Conference was held on January 14th.
1961. A notice of the Second Conference appears on another page
of this issue.

The inauguration of such a body and its continuance as an

established movement is an encouraging feature in these modern
days of departure from the Word of God and the Doctrines of

Grace as revived at the time of the Reformation.

We are particularly happy to draw special attention to the Con
ference. of whose proceedings our readers will undoubtedly wish to
learn more. The development of such "Reformed Studies" in dif

ferent parts of the country would. with God's blessing, prove most

beneficial to the cause of Truth.
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THE FAMILY PORTION
OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL. AND COMFORT

" Who comforleth us in all our tribulalion, lhat we may be able to comforl
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves arc

comforted of God."--2 COR1NTHIANS i. 4.

"THE FIRST AND THE LAST"

"/ am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last."--Revelation 22: 13.

RECENTLY we were privileged to enjoy a refreshing holiday break
near Land's End, and we could not help but notice at Land's End
the various signs reading "First and Last House in England," "First
and Last Church," "First and Last Inn." etc. In the course of some
days the expression "FIRST AND LAST" kept coming to mind. and
our thoughts turned to Him Who is called in Scripture, "THE ALPHA
AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END, THE FIRST AND Till,:
LAST"-the "AUTHOR ANq FINISHER of our faith."

We felt compelled to say:

Saviour. I read, with grateful joys,
The names Thy holy Word employs
To charm my heart and calm my fears,
To show Thy lovely characters.

Water of life; of life the Tree:
The Bread of life art Thou to me!
The Light of life, the Living Way,
The Sun of everlasting day!

The Rock of strength, the Corner stone,
The Branch of God, Plant of renown,
The Morning Star, the precious Pearl,
The "Chiefest," and the "All in all."

Prophet, and Priest, and Prince, and King,
And FIRST and LAST, Thy praise we sing;
Through life we'll bless Thee. and again,
Ceaseless in heaven! Amen! Amen!

Benjamin Samuel HaWs, 1849.
As we consider the expression "THE FIRST AND THE LAST," we

have to begin in the Old Testament. In Isaiah the expression ,is lIsed
in four passages. In 41: 4 we read:
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"Who hath wrought and done it.
Calling the generations from the beginning?
I am the LORD, the first and with the last;
I am He."

In 41: 10 we have:
"Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD,

And my servant whom I have chosen:
That ye may know and believe me,
And understand that I am He:
Before me there was no God formed,
Neither shall there be after me."

435

In 44: 6:
"Thus saith the LORD, the King of Israel,

And his Redeemer the LORD of hosts.
I am the First, and I am the Last;
And beside Me there is no God."

In 48: 12:
"Hearken unto me, 0 Jacob and Israel, my called;
J am He; I am the First.. I also am the Last."

In these passages we have the eternity, the sole sovereignty, the
immutability of God. He is God alone. In this there is assurance
for God's people.

Cause of all causes, and the Source
Whence universal being sprang,

Thou wast ere time began its course,
Or morning stars Thy praises sang.

Thou First, Thou Last, Thou Cause and End.
Of all that is, or e'er shall be;

To Thee, their Source, all beings tend.
All things that are exist for Thee!

Thomas Raffles, 1812.
But we specially wish to consider the Title "THE FIRST AND THE

LAST" with reference to its application to the Lord Jesus Christ. It
is definitely used of Him in the Book of the Revelation, and it is a
crowning example of the attribution to Christ of Divine titles used
of Jehovah in the Old Testament.

The apostle JOHN was in the isle of Patmos, a barren rocky island
in the ~gean Sea, south of Samos. an island only 28 miles in circuit.
He was in exile there "for the Word of God and for the testimony of
Jesus Christ." But, taken away from the fellowship of the saints and
the public worship of the Lord's Day, he found the Lord's Presence.
"I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day." he wrote. He heard behind
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him "a great Voice"-the voice of a great Person; it was loud and
clear like the sound of a trumpet. The Voice said "What thou secst.
write in a book" (Rev. 1: 11, R.V.). He turned to see the Voice which
spake to him, and he saw seven golden candlesticks and in the midst
of the seven candlesticks (or lamps) "ONE LIKE UNTO THE SON all

MAN" (1: 13-16). When he saw Him, he fell at His feet as dead.
Then we read: "And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, Fear
not, I AM THE FIRST AND THE LAST. I am He that liveth, and was
dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, Amen, and have the keys
of hell and of death" (l: 17-18). Here there is a clear reference to
the Lord Jesus Christ as "THE FIRST AND THE LAST."

We wish, however, just to refer to two passages in John's book
where the reference is rather to God the Father. In Rev. 1: 8 we
read: "I am the Alpha and the Omega, said the Lord God" (R.V.).
Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet
(the Book of Revelation was written in Greek for readers who knew
Greek). Similarly, the Hebrews used the first and last letters of their
alphabet in the expression "From Aleph to Tau." Used of God, it
means that He is the Beginning and End of all things-"For of Him.
and through Him, and to Him are all things: to Whom we glory for
ever" (Romans 11: 36).

Holy and Infinite! Viewless, Eternal!
Veiled in the glory that none can sustain,

None comprehendeth Thy being supernal,
Nor can the Heaven of heavens contain.

Holy and Infinite! limitless, boundless,
Call Thy perfections, and powers, and praise!

Ocean of mystery! awful and soundless
All Thine unsearchable judgments and ways!

Frances Ridley Havergal. 1872.
The same exposition may be given of Rev. 21: 6: "I am the Alpha

and the Omega, the beginning and the end" (R.V.). God is the First
Cause, the Source and Origin, the End and the Goal of all things.

But we have clear reference to the LORD JESUS CHRIST in the
three passages-Rev. 1: 17; Rev. 2: 8; Rev. 22: 13.

(1) In the wonderful Vision of the Risen Lord in chapter one we
have seen the assuring words "Fear not, I AM THE FIRST AND THE

LAST." This is clearly the Old Testament title of God ascribed to
the Lord Jesus Christ.

(2) Then in the encouraging words to the church at Smyrna-Rev.
2: 8-we read: "And to the angel of the Church in Smyrna write:
These things saith THE FIRST AND THE LAST, which was dead and is



The Gospel Magazine 437

alive." These were the attributes from the Vision of Christ (chapter
1) which were most calculated to cheer and to encourage the
Christians at Smyrna under its persecution. Some years later
POLYCARP of Smyrna said: Four score and six years have I served
the Lord, and He never wronged me. How then can I blaspheme
my King and Saviour?"

(3) In Rev. 22: 13 the Lord Jesus Christ said: "I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the beginning and the end, THE FIRST AND THE
LAST." This is, as we have said, the crowning instance in Revelation
of Divine attributes used of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a testimony
to His deity, His eternity, His being of the essense of the Godhead.

It remains for us to explore something of the meaning of the
ascription of this Ttitle to the Lord Jesus Christ.

If we think of His Person, it marks His Divine Sonship. He is the
Eternal Son of God.

If we think of His Work, we see Him as "the Author (the Begin
ner) and Finisher of our faith" (Hebrews 12: 2). We think of Him as
Prophet, Priest, and King. As Prophet, "never man spake like this
Man"; as Priest, He surpasses all human priesthood (read the
Epistle to the Hebrews); as King, He is "King of kings and Lord of
lords." He is the Head of His Church. In all things He has the pre
eminence. He is given "a Name which is above every name." He is
exalted at God's right hand.

"The highest place that heaven alIords
Is His, and His by right,

The King of kings and Lord of lords,
And heaven's Eternal Light." Thomas Kelly.

As "Alpha and Omega" He is the Beginning and the End in the
salvation of His people. He is the Sum and Substance of it all. He
is the end of the law for righteousness. He is made unto us wisdom
and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, that, accord
ing as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord"
(I Cor. ]: 30, 31), He is, indeed, "n-lE FIRST AND THE LAST."

W.D.S.
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SERMONS & NOTES OF SERMONS

"KNOWLEDGE OF SALVAnON"

THE PREACHING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

"And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the highest: for
thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;
to give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission
of their sins."-Luke 1: 76, 77.

IF you were to read straight through this song of Zacharias, you
would notice that there is a break in the song at this point. Up to
this moment, Zacharias has been calling his hearers to join with him
in praising God for the great thing that God has done, in visiting
and redeeming His people, in giving to them the Messiah. And
now he turns from calling upon his hearers to rejoice, and speaks
to the child before him. Here is the promised child who would be
the forerunner of the Messiah. And so Zacharias addresses his son,
this son who was a token to him of the miracle working power of
God. He says, "And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the
Highest."

He predicts that which John the Baptist is to accomplish by his
life and by his ministry. John was to be, supremely, the prophet or
God most High. That was why he came with such a note of
authority. That was why, indeed, he caused such a stir when first
he preached in Judaea. For years the people had been accustomed
to the sheer deadness of the religious leaders of their day, men taken
up with petty discussions about trifles that counted little. The living
voice of prophecy had for centuries been silent; and now, in the
providence of God, there emerged once again one who was in true
descent from the prophets of the Old Testament. Here was the last
and greatest of the prophets, John the Baptist. He comes from God'
most High, and he speaks with authority. He challenges and rebukes
and warns, and he points men to the Messiah who is to come.

"TO GIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SALVATION"

"The mission of this child," says Zacharias, "is to prepare for
the coming of the Messiah." And how was John to prepare? Surely
it was by the teaching which he was to deliver. It was through
teaching men that he was to prepare them to receive the Christ.
So the purpose of his ministry is declared here. It was "to give
knowledge of salvation unto his people, by the remission of their
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sins." J ol1n the Baptist's theme was salvation, which of course, is
the theme of the Holy Scriptures, because this is a Book of redemp
tion. This Book declares what God has done in order to deliver
His people from their sins. And so when we are dealing with the
theme of John's preaching, we are dealing with the very heart of the
gospel. And that is why, this morning, we are not just indulging in
an interesting historical study. We are not merely looking at John
the Baptist as a figure in history, not even as an important figure.
We are looking at John to see what John preached, because 1
believe what John preached has a vital bearing on what we are
called on to preach, as we seek to deliver the gospel of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

His purpose was to give knowledge of salvation, and clearly, that
implies that if people are to be saved from their sins, they mllst
have a certain knowledge. There must be a knowledge of the truth
of God. They must know God's truth about Himself. They must
know God as Creator, and as Redeemer, and as Judge. They must
know the truth of God concerning themselves, abollt their own
miserable plight and their lost condition. They must know the truth
of God concerning Christ, and concerning what He did when He
died at Calvary. They must have knowledge if they are to he saved.
Now how do people acquire that knowledge? Here is the emphasis
-"to give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission
of their sins." This knowledge which leads to salvation is given
by God, and it is given through the preaching of the Word. You can
see the movement in thought here-"Thou child shalt be called
the prophet of the Highest." "You are to go out and to preach.
Through your preaching, people will receive knowledge of God,
and through that knowledge of God, a knowledge of themselves.
They will be led to faith in the Messiah. They will be led into an
experience of salvation."

This is the same thing as Paul is saying, when he writes to the
Romans and he says "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by
the Word of God." Faith, you see, is not some emotional stirring.
Faith is not the result of the impact of some speaker's personality
or some preacher's eloquence. Faith is essentially a response to the
Word of God. God Almighty speaks in and through His Word,
and faith is my response to that Word. So clearly, healthy faith
depends upon an understanding of God's Word. It is from that
understanding that faith grows and with a deepening of understand
ing, so faith matures.

That is why we are so concerned that, in the preaching of the
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Word, there should constantly be an endeavour to keep faithfully
to the revealed truth of God. That is why we are so concerned
that, in the preaching of the gospel, human opinions and human
ideas should be banished as far as humanly possible. Because, you
see, a faith which rests in the wisdom of men, as Paul puts it,
writing to the Corinthians, such a faith is a weak, anaemic sort of
thing. A faith that is rooted in the wisdom and the truth of God
is a healthy faith. And so we are concerned that the gospel should
be preached in its purity. That is why we are so concerned to
defend the truth of the gospel. It is not a case of a little party who
are concerned to establish their position. It is because the truth of
God is at stake, and the souls of men are at stake. We are con
cerned that the gospel should be proclaimed in simplicity and in
truth, in order that men's response to that gospel might be a healthy
one, that their faith might be well founded.

PREACHING OF REPENTANCE

Now what was the message which John the Baptist was to bring
which would lead to this knowledge which, in turn, would lead to
salvation? In John's preaching, you could sum it up really in two
e1ements--his emphasis on repentance, and his revelation of the
Messiah. This knowledge, you see, which John was to bring through
his preaching, was not just some head knowledge. He was not
merely to convey certain truths to them, in order that they could
congratulate themselves that they had advanced in their knowledge
of God. The knowledge which John was to bring through his
preaching, was to be a knowledge that would cut into their con
science and sting and rebuke and humble them. It was a knowledge
that was to lead them to faith in Christ. He was to preach re
pentance. And yet that was only half of his message. It is true,
there was a great emphasis, in the Baptist's preaching, on repent
ance; but constantly he was pointing men forward. This was the
whole purpose of his coming. He was pointing them forward to
the Christ. He sought to awaken them by his preaching, in order
that he might reveal them to the Messiah.

OUR PREACHING OF THE GOSPEL

I would suggest to you that, in our preaching of the gospel in
these days, these elements are still as essential. We still must
emphasise repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord
Jesus Christ. I think it is true to say that, in this last generation
or so, some of these elements have tended to be sadly missing, even
in so-called evangelical preaching of the gospel. Of course, we
have spoken about Christ. Of course we have called men to trust
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in Him; but all too often, they do not really hear our call coming
in all its urgency, because they do not see their need and the sorry
plight in which they are. Why is that? Because I feel, all too often,
there has been a soft-pedalling of the message of repentance. The
word of judgment has been pushed to the one side. Oh, perhaps,
lip service is still paid to it as one of the truths of the gospel; but
no longer is it a vital element in our gospel preaching. Is it any
wonder that faith so often becomes just a nod of assent to certain
facts elicited from the New Testament. instead of faith being the
desperate cry of a soul who is awakened to his terrible condition
before God, and sees Christ as his only hope? We need to get back,
I believe, to this healthy and vigorous preaching which John the
Baptist so ably demonstrated-a preaching of repentance, as well
as a preaching of faith-a preaching of judgment as well as a
message of mercy.

We need it it our pulpits certainly, in the teaching of the Word,
but may I remind you that we need it in other fields? Any of you
who are called to the task of teaching in Sunday School or Bible
Class, or Crusader or Covenanter Class, in your presentation of
the gospel, there is this same need. There has been a tendency in
our generation, especially in dealing with young people, to present
a sort of jolly gospel, a gospel which is in terms of a friendly
approach and so on. And so often. not only is the approach at that
level but the gospel tends to be denuded of some of its vital elements.
I say it is the Sunday School teacher. as well as the preacher from
the pulpit. who needs to have a full gospel. It applies also in the
matter of our personal witness. Again, when we are speaking, just
as man to man, to someone who as yet is outside, someone who is
beginning to seek, again we must present a full, balanced gospel.

How did John present this call to repentance and so lead people
on to faith in Christ? It is simply that he was in the true tradition
of all the preachers of the Old Testament who were constantly
pointing to God and to God's law. That is where they began. They
did not begin, as so often people begin today, with man and his
needs and his requirements. They began with God and His holiness
and His glory, and it was because of who God is, and because of
what God demands in His law. that they showed man his condition
before this God. So you hear John speaking about sin in all its foul
ness, because, once you begin to get some glimpse of God as the
Holy One, you see sin, no longer as something to be excused, and
certainly not something with which we can trifle, but something
that is hideous, something unclean, something that is an awful
offence against God Almighty.
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And John was prepared, not only to speak about sin, he Wtt~

prepared to warn. How solemn were the warnings that came from
his lips. "Who hath warned you" he says, "to flee from the wrath
to come." He speaks of the axe being laid to the root of the tree.
and the trees which do not bring forth good fruit, dead trees, they
will be cut down and destroyed. He speaks of the One who was (0

come, standing in His garner floor with the wheat gathered into the
garner; and the chaff, says John, He will burn with unquenchablc
fire. This was rugged preaching. This was something they had not
heard. Indeed the people had not heard it for generations, but John
was bringing the message of Jehovah.

And he was teaching them something more. It was not enough
that they should be correct in their thinking about God's holiness.
or correct in their thinking about sin; it had got to lead to re
pentance, which meant putting sin to one side. "Bring forth," he
says, "fruits meet for repentance." "Show that you mean business
by repudiating the sin which has so defiled you before God. Turn
your back on it. Seek I-lis face." This was his preparatory word.
and it is the preparatory word that we still need today. Without this
preparatory, humbling word that brings men down in the dust before
God, without it, well of course we are asking for that which we so
often receive-shallow decisions and false professions and all that
God-dishonouring element which so often appears. We need this
humbling word that brings men to their knees before God most
High and bids them cry for mercy.

"BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD"

It was a preparatory word. but it was not the whole of John's
message. John was pointing forward. Remember how on that day
when he saw Jesus coming, he said "Behold (look!) Behold the
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world." He was
concerned to magnify Christ. He said "He must increase but I must
decrease." John who had held the forefront of the stage, as it were.
John who was the popular preacher. John to whom the people
flocked, he said "I must decrease. I am only a voice crying in the
wilderness. I am of no account really. What really matters is that
you should get your eyes on Him, for this is God's Lamb. The
lambs that had been sacrificed over the centuries in the temple,
looked forward to this One. This is God's anointed Saviour."

He sought to exalt Christ. And true gospel preaching seeks to do
that very thing. That is why there is such a vigorous dealing with
sin. That is why there is a warning of judgment. That is why there
is this calling to flee from the wrath to come, in order that we
might see the mercy of God manifest in Christ; in order that we
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might adore the wonder of the Saviour who died at Calvary, to
deliver men from the wrath of God, to deliver men from the curse
of the law. And so all the warnings and the threatenings are in
order to humble us and to force us, as it were, to fly to Christ. And
that is why, indeed, the Christian reflects on his sin. Not because
of some morbid desire to dig up something from his past. But the
more he thinks of what he is by nature, and how he has sinned in
thought and word and deed, the more he learns to magnify the
grace of God and to rejoice in Christ. The more he exalts the
Saviour who has taken him from the horrible pit and from the miry
clay, and has set his feet upon a rock and has established his goings.
Oh, this knowledge of salvation speaks to us of God, and of who
He is. It speaks to us of what we are. Tt speaks to us of the Christ
who is mighty to save.

"HIS PEOPLE"

And to whom was this knowledge given? Here is the prophecy,
"Thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways;
to give knowledge (the knowledge which leads them to salvation) to
give knowledge of salvation unto his people, by the remission of
their sins." Tt was the people of Gael to whom this knowledge was
to be given. We have seen this, of course, already in this song.
In verse 68, "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited
and redeemed his people." It emerges also in verse 72 when he
speaks about "his holy covenant" because the covenant between
God and the people is between God and those whom He cal1s "My
people." And it recalls the word that was spoken concerning the
birth of Jesus Himself, "Tholl shalt call His Name Jesus." Why?
"For He shall save His people from their sins."

Who are these people whom He came to save? Who are these
people whom God hath visited? Who are these people to whom
God gives the knowledge of salvation? They are His by His choice.
They are not His because there is something attractive in them.
They are not His because there is something that marks them out
as different from the common run. They form part and parcel of a
common, faHen humanity. And yet God, in His mercy, stoops down
and chooses them and makes them His. That is why, in this song,
for example, you have the mention of Abraham, and the thing that
is written right across Abraham's experience is this fact, that Goel
took him from a pagan background. God took the first step. God
took the initiative. God called him and said "Go," and God bade
him go to the land of promise. That is why, indeed, the whole
theme of this song of Zacharias is the grace and goodness of God.
It is not "We have been seeking. we have been searching." No!
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It is in our deadness, God has sought for us. God has visited WL

God has redeemed us. God has raised up a mighty salvation for us.
The whole way through, it is what God has done. The people are
those sunk in darkness, whom God has yet chosen to bring into the
light and liberty of the gospel.

They are His people not only because of His free choice, they
are His people because of the redemption, the deliverance which
His Son was to effect at Calvary. You see, we have been looking at
them from the eternal standpoint, as it were; from eternity we see
this people whom God has chosen. But then we look at them as
they are in time, and we see them exhibiting little signs of being
the people of God. We see them in the midst of the race of Adam,
and sharing that humanity, and sharing that sinful lost condition.
And then we see something that God has purposed to do from all
eternity. We see the One who was promised, the One whom John
the Baptist is now to declare, the One who was to come and to
deliver His people from Satan. So we see Christ the Saviour. And
what do we see Him doing? We see Him doing something decisive,
something tremendous, when He goes to Calvary. He stands in the
place of His people. He bears their sins. "He bore our sins in His
own body on the tree." He really did bear them! He dealt with
them! He took them away, really, actually! "He was made sin
for us, He who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in Him." "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned everyone to his own way but the Lord hath laid upon Him
the iniquity of us all." And when Jesus at Calvary cries out in
triumph "It is finished"; and when God raises Him to His right
hand, and exalts Him, and demonstrates that, that cry of triumph
was indeed valid because the work was finished, we are hearing
God saying that this work of salvation has been carried through.
The work is complete. And so we speak of the finished work of
Calvary, not something that we have to supplement, not something
that we have to improve upon, but something upon which we rely.
He died to save His people from their sins, and when He went to
Calvary He really did save them. It was a complete and a perfect
salvation, and we praise Him for it.

We are His people, not only by His free choice from all eternity,
we are His people because of what Christ did when He died. But
someone says "If that is so, if the people of God have been chosen
from eternity; if they have already been purchased; if it has all
been done; if their salvation has been accomplished; then where
does the preaching of the gospel come in, in all this?" Surely just
at this very point. It is by the preaching of the gospel that the
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people of God receive the knowledge of salvation in the remission
of their sins. I always think of Paul when he was in Corinth. One
feels, reading between the lines, that Paul was discouraged as many
a preacher of the gospel has been. He was in a pagan city. There
was a tremendous task ahead and God encourages him. God meets
with him. And God bids him continue and preach. Why? What is
to be his incentive? Some piece of wishful thinking? Does he hope
that by his efforts he will be able to do something? No. God says
"I have much people in this city." In thi~ sink of iniquity which
is Corinth? This place which is a by-word in the ancient world for
its foulness? "Yes," says God, "I have much people; my people
are in this city, and Paul, it is your task to go on with the preaching
of the gospel, and by the preaching of the Word to call them from
their present condition, from their blindness and their darkness, and
to lead them to the Saviour." So the knowledge of salvation is that
which God uses to bring His people into an understanding of the
truth and to bring His people to a saving faith in Christ.

So we speak of "effectual calling," the calling of the Spirit which
really has effects, which really works. The Spirit speaks to those
who are blind in sin, and He enlightens them. The Spirit of God
speaks to those whose hearts are stony and cold, and He melts those
hearts. He speaks to those whose wills are enslaved and in a state
of bondage, and He frees their wilts. He woos them, He leads
them to faith in Christ, so that His people, chosen before the
foundation of the world, as Paul says writing to the Ephesians,
purchased by Christ when He died at Calvary, His people are given,
by God's grace, this knowledge of salvation which leads them to a
true experience. An experience of what? Of this very thing which
constitutes the essence of salvation "to give knowledge of salvation
to His people in or by the remission of their sins."

"BY THE REMISSION or THEIR SINS"

Salvation means essentially, says Zacharias here, the renlission
of sins. You see the way the thought has moved? The Word is
preached; that word which speaks of God in His holiness, and
God's demands upon men; that word which speaks of Christ's
salvation. The word is preached. Tt leads men to a knowledge of
themselves against the background of a knowledge of God. It
leads them to understand who Christ is and what He has done, and
it leads them now to see in what their salvation consists. It means
nothing less than a free and full forgiveness.

The word suggests the pardoning and cancelling of a debt; and
before God we are debtors. If a man in a shop presents you with a'l

account for ten pounds, twenty pounds, or whatever it may be.
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and you have not the money to pay, at that point you are in debt.
You owe it to the shop because of something they have supplied
you with, and you have nothing to answer because of your com
mitment. Now we stand before God. And God makes certain
demands upon us, and He has a right to make those demands
because He is our Creator. He demands one thing from us, and
that one thing is righteousness; and we find that we have nothing
to offer--"all our righteousncsses are as filthy rags." We stand
before Him as miserable paupers with nothing to offer. We are
in debt. Indeed, it is worse than that. God as our Creator has
given to us our very life, and wc are just stewards. We ought to be
using this life to glorify Him, and what have we done? We have
squandered the very wealth He has given us. The life we should
have been using to His glory we have used for ourselves. So we are
hopelessly, unalterably in debt, in debt to God. In this condition
we hear the word of the gospel.

What did Christ do for His people? He offered the very thing
that we could not offer-a perfect righteousness. He was perfect
at every point, and His righteousness was in terms of obedience
even to the death of the cross. Oh, He did something else for us.
Because of our unrighteousness we were condemned. Because of
our unrighteousness we were under God's penalty, the penalty that
was due to our having broken the law, and Christ kept the law
for us. And not only that: He accepted on our behalf, in our place,
the penalty that was due to you and due to me. And it is because
of what He has done that not only does He cancel our debt but, as
it were, He enters righteousness on the credit side of the balance.
His not merely that we are forgiven. We are accounted righteous
before God.

"The remission of their sins." Oh, this is something very per
sonal. These people were Jews. They could easily think in terms
of Gentiles requiring forgiveness-obviously they did. But Jews
were different. They were outwardly already the people of God.
They had the oracles of the Old Testament. They had the sign of
circumcision. They had everything, so they thought. And they had
to learn, as Paul was to teach so vigorously later in the Epistle to
the Romans, that both Jew and Gentile must come together and
learn this message, that all the world is guilty before God. And it
is to those who have realised that, that there comes this message of
the remission of their sins.

Their sifls--I believe it suggests the width of that which is
accomplished by this forgiveness. 1 believe it speaks not only of
sins in terms of acts, in terms of words, in terms of thought. It
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speaks of the very nature which is corrupted. It speaks of sins
past and sins present and sins future. It speaks of everything that
is displeasing to God, and everything that makes me displeasing to
Him. All of that is dealt with by what Christ did when He died for
me at Calvary. That is what it means that I am now "reconciled to
God by the blood of His cross." That is what it means that "the
blood of Jessus Christ cleanses us from all sin."

A GREAT GOSPEL

This is a great gospel! This is not some petty piece of good
advice. And this is not merely Christ coming along to help us on our
way. This is a message of what Christ has done for us. That is why
when we think of this gospel we can do nothing else but praise our
God from the depths of our heart. Christ has done this. "God hath
visited and redeemed His people. God hath raised up a mighty
salvation for us." Here comes John the forerunner. Here comes
the preacher of the gospel, preparing the way by giving this know
ledge of salvation. The word that brings this knowledge that is so
vital to us, so vital to the souls of men, is a humbling word because
it speaks of a law of God that wc have all broken. Tt is a word
that is meant to awaken us, to arouse us to our perilous state. But
it is a word of mercy, a word that calls us to flee to Christ and in
Cl~rist to find this full forgiveness.

Oh, let us rejoice this morning in what C1-JRlsT has done for us.
Let us in our thinking and in our worship and in our witness, seek
to exalt Christ. Let Him not be just a vague shadowy figure of the
past. Let it be the living Christ! The once crucified and now
exalted and glorified and soon coming Saviour. Let us seek to
exalt Him. Let us seek in our praying and in all our living to
magnify Christ. "For me to live is Christ and to die is gain."
That is Paul's desire, "that I may know him," "that in all things
He might have the pre-eminence." Oh, let us see to it that, by His
grace, the gospel we present-whether it is the gospel preached
from this pulpit-whether it is the gospel declared in Bible Class
or Sunday School-whether it is the gospel that you present in
your contact with men and women throughout the week; let us see
to it, by the grace of God, that it is an adequate gospel, that it
gives the full sweep of the message-repentance towards God and
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.
Cambridge, 1961. HER13ERT M. CARSON.
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THE DUSTY BIBLE

MANY years ago, the Second Presbyterian Church at Brooklyn,
New York, had for its pastor a Dr. Spencer, a man richly blessed
of God in his ministerial work. Not only was he a great preacher
and teacher, but he was a most ardent visitor among his people.
His only excuse for calling at anyone's home was that he was
bringing good news-news of salvation for sinners through the
Lord Jesus Christ. This was always the main subject of con
versation; Dr. Spencer had no time to talk about other things.

One day he called at a house where he had often been before.
The couple who lived there both drank heavily; the home was
neglected and miserable, the children filthy and ragged. The eldest
girl of eighteen, a decent, respectable girl, had left home to support
herself, unable to put up with the wretched state of things. Her
mother, Mrs. Budd, once asked Dr. Spencer to persuade the daugh
ter to come home; but when he heard the girl's account of things,
he felt that she was right to stay away. He laboured on himself,
usually getting a welcome from Mrs. Budd, but making no impres
sion at all in spiritual things.

On this morning, when the woman opened the door at the
minister's knock, he was much surprised at her ungracious recep
tion. She stood at the door gazing at him, but without a word in
response to his greeting. Dr. Spencer walked in (without being
asked), saying that he would not keep her long-he only wanted
to see how she was.

The room was dirtier and more neglected than the minister had
ever seen it. The chair that he sat down on was as thick with dust
as every other article of furniture; the hearth was choked with ashes,
festoons of cobwebs waved from ceiling and walls. Mrs. Budd took
no notice of her visitor, or of the remarks he tried to make; she
began to move the furniture about as if she were alone, and there
was such a dark, sullen expression on her face that Dr. Spencer
feared that he had offended her. He felt he had better be gone.
He got up, saying he would call again when it was more convenient
for her; and he put out his hand to say goodbye. Instead of taking
it, Mrs. Budd put her hand on the door to prevent his opening it,
saying in a low, deep voice, "Don't go!"

"I will do anything I can to help you, Mrs. Budd," said the
minister, "but I had better come another time"; and he raised his
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hand to the latch of the door. "Don't go! " repeated the woman,
moving so that her shoulder was against the door. "But what can I
do for you?" said Dr. Spencer; "you know I would help you if I
could." The strange woman stood like a statue, not raising her
eyes to her visitor, but with a sort of determined despair on her face.
The minister,asked her again and again how he could help her?
What was her trouble? Still the same silence met his questions; till
suddenly she said with awful solemnity, ''I'm a great sinner! "

How the pastor's heart melted at these words. Now he knew
what to do; was there not a Great Saviour to meet the utmost need
of this great sinner? He began at once to preach unto her Jesus,
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, through Whom
the greatest sinner may plead for mercy from the Holy God. But
the poor thing was in terrible despair, and it was long before the
least gleam of hope seemed to reach her. As Dr. Spencer was
speaking of the words "Let him return unto our God, and He will
abundantly pardon," he interrupted himself to say he would like to
read the whole of that chapter with her-Isaiah 55. "Have you got
a Bible, Mrs. Budd?" said he.

(Here I will quote Dr. Spencer's own account).

"Without uttering a word, she slowly moved from the door to the
other side of the room, placed a chair beneath a high shelf that
was made of a single rough board, and hung up on rude wooden
brackets, almost up to the wooden ceiling of the room. She then
stepped up upon the chair, and reaching her hand upon the shelf,
felt along it till she found it. and took down her Bible. She stood
upon the chair, and gazed upon .it as she held it in her hand, with
a fixed look. Then she slowly stepped down from the chair, holding
her Bible in her hand, and stopped and gazed upon it, motionless,
and without uttering a word. It was covered aB over with dust,
soot, and cobwebs, appearing as if it had not been handled for years.
I thought her heart smote her. as she held it unopened and looked
down upon it. . . . There she stood. motionless as a stone, with
her eyes fixed upon her Bible, and I did not think it best for me
to say anything to her-the dusty cobwebbed Bible was speaking!
The tears gushed from her eyes, and fell in quick drops upon its
blackened lid. Slowly she lifted her tattered apron, and wiped off
the tears and the dust, and deliberately turning towards me, she
extended to me the book. 'There is my BIble?' she said, with a
bitterness of accent that I shall never forget. She turned from me,
with both hands lifted. her dusty ragged apron upon her face, and
wept aloud. I could not but weep too."
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Those t.ears were the first sign of softening in the poor woman.
When she and her visitor were a little more composed, they sat
down together whilst Dr. Spencer read Isaiah's proclamation of the
Gospel, Mrs. Budd drying her eyes to follow the verses as he
traced them with his finger. Her whole attitude had changed, and
she seemed to listen with all her heart. She even asked the minister
to pray before he left.

As at last Dr. Spencer was leaving the house, he asked Mrs. Budd
how long she had been feeling the burden of her sin. "Only since
last night," she said; "I read a little book that I found somewhere
in the house-I don't know where it came from." "What was the
book? May I see it?" said the minister. "It was called 'Sixteen
Short Sermons: " replied the woman; "but I haven't got it-I've
lent it to Mrs. Dicker across the road. She came in this morning,
and went on to me till I told her what was the matter. Then she
said she'd like to read those sermons too."

Promising to call again soon, Dr. Spencer went immediately to
Mrs. Dicker. He found her in tears, much alarmed about her con
dition as a sinner. "What shall I do?" she said. Of course he ex
plained to her the way of salvation. When leaving, in answer to his
questions, he was shown the little book that Mrs. Budd had lent
Mrs. Dicker-a tract published by the American Tract Society.

Both these poor women were enabled to put their whole trust and
confidence in the cleansing blood of Christ, and to rejoice in hope
of the glory of God. The change in Mrs. Budd's home was like a
transformation scene. The eldest girl came back joyfully, and the
house became clean and shining, the children washed and properly
dressed. Mrs. Budd herself was a different person, almost lady-like
with quiet. dignified manners, completely contented and thankful.
She and her daughter and Mrs. Dicker were baptized together by
Dr. Spencer about eight months later. And that dusty, neglected
Bible took its rightful place in the home, read, searched, and loved.

DAMARJS.

SCRJPTURE ENIGMA No. 92

The whole: The householder let his vineyard out to these.
1. Among these, mustard is the greatest.
2. A king who loved husbandry (ll Chronicles).
3. He sows the Word;
4. A partly-built city..
5. The box which held the precious spikenard ointment was made

of this.
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6. She and her family left Bethlehem to go to Moab.
7. In Peleg's days the earth was this.
8. The new Jerusalem needs neither sun nor this to shine in it.
9. He who sowed tares among the wheat.

10. His prophecy is about Nineveh.

SoLUTION OF No. 91
The whole: "Be not afraid" (Mark 5: 36).

1. Banquet (Esther 5: 4).
2. Ephod (Exodus 28: 4).
3. Noble (Acts 17: 11).
4. Olivet (Acts 1: 12).
5. Torches (John 18: 3).
6. Adder (Genesis 49: 17).
7. Farthing (Matt. 10: 29).
8. Rowing (Mark 6: 48).
9. Answer (Proverbs 15: 1).

10. Iron (Judges 4: 3).
I I. Darkness (Genesis 1: 2).

NORWICH REFORMED STUDIES

SECOND CONFERENCE

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14TH, 1961,AT3 P.M.

Lovers of the Doctrine of Grace will be interested to learn of the
Second Conference, Norwich Reformed Studies, which is planned
for Saturday, October 14th, at 3 p.m., at The Assembly Rooms,
Theatre Street, Norwich.

The speaker Will,D.V., be the REV. J. I. PACKER, M.A., D.PHIL.
(Librarian, Latimer House Evangelical Research Centre, 131
Banbury Road, Oxford).

Those who are interested and who wish to receive a booking
form are invited to write to:

DUDLEY J. BRADSHAW, ESQ.,

165 College Road,
Norwich,

NOR 54F.
The Conference is inter-denominational. and is open to all. irres

pective of age or sex. Tea (2/6) will be available. There are good
parking facilities at the rear of the Assembly House. All friends are
invited to make the Conference known.
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WELLSPRINGS

"THE LORD BLESS THEE AND KEEP THEE"

"The Lord bless thee and keep thee: the Lord make His face to
shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up
His countenance upon thee, and give thee peace."-Numbers
6: 24-26.

"THE Lord bless you and keep you." These were the last words
spoken to me by my dear husband as I said "Good-bye" to him
when visiting him in hospital. I did not know then that it was the
last time I would hear him speaking; but it was so, for next
morning the Lord called him suddenly home to be with Him for
ever. Thus I was led to consider the significance of the manifold
blessings of the Lord and His keeping power. "The blessing of the
Lord, it maketh rich, and He added no sorrow with it" (Proverbs
10: 22).

In God's Word there are various ways in which the word "Bless"
and its derivatives are used by the Holy Spirit. These differ in
meaning when applied to God and to man. "Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ" (Ephesians 1: 3).
There we find three different significations.

(1) When we (through the Holy Spirit) bless God we "eulogise"
Him, extol and magnify Him, praise Him, speak well of Him, thus
glorifying Him. "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me" (Psa. 50: 23).

(2) We are blessed, made happy and full of joy as God's children
by His great loving-kindness in His mercy and grace towards us
through the Lord Jesus Christ. We, "sinners of the Gentiles," but
sinners who are saved by grace, called and justified, taught by the
Holy Spirit, "grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ." We rejoice in His salvation, having the
"blessed assurance" of the forgiveness of our sins and live in
blessed anticipation of glory. What great blessing is the happy
experience of each one who is "called (by His effectual calling) out
of darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Peter 2: 9).

(3) Blessings are God's great gifts to man-
(a) Providential temporal blessings to all creation;
(b) Spiritual blessings to each and everyone of His children

by adoption and grace.
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should be exalted above measure" (l Corinthians 12: 7). It was
a real blessing to him to be kept humble, painful though it must
have been. "God giveth grace to the humble" (l Peter 5: 5).

What a much-needed blessing to be enabled "to walk humbly
with God" (Micah 6: 8).

GOOD OUT OF EVIL

Only God can bring good out of evil. "All these things are
against me," said downcast Jacob (Genesis 42: 36). But later Joseph
told his brethren, who had cruelly sold him into slavery and de
ceived their aged father, "Ye thought evil against me, but God meant
it unto good" (Genesis 50: 20). Thus Joseph's suffering was turned
by God into blessing, both for himself and for many others. He
(Joseph) was "made a blessing" to his brethren. "Blessed is the
man that endureth temptation (i.e. trials), for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life which the Lord hath promised to
them that love Him" (James 1: 12).

"HIE LORD IS THY KEEPER" (psalm 121: 5)

He is Jehovah, the covenant-keeping God, the mighty God, the
Lord of Hosts, the Eternal One. He neverfails. "He that keepeth
thee will not slumber" (Psalm 121: 3). "Whatsoever God doeth, it
shall be for ever" (Ecclesiastes 3: 13).

"He shall preserve (R.V., keep) thy soul" (psalm 121: 7). So we
can say truly, "I know whom I have believed (trusted), and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed
unto Him against that day" (2 Timothy 1: 12).

The child of God is "kept by the power of God unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time" (l Peter 1: 5). How wonderful
this is-kept safe and secure by Him and for Him. Not one of His
own can be lost.

"His honour is engaged to keep,
The meanest of Hi~ sheep;
All that His Heavenly Father gave,
His hands securely keep." -Dr. WaUs.

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me, and I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John 10: 28).

We are walking through this wilderness world with Him. "He will
keep the feet of His saints" (l Samuel 2: 9). "He is able to keep
you from falling (stumbli1'lg)" (Jude 24).

When we realise the truth of these things what a difference it
makes in our lives. "Thoil wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
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mind is stayed on Thee, because He trusteth in Thee. Trust ye in
the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength
(margin, the Rock of Ages)" (Isaiah 26: 3, 4). Thus "blessed with
all spiritual blessings" and "kept by the power of God," we can
"rejoice in the Lord alway,' happy and secure in "full assurance
of faith."

For what purpose are you as a child of God thus blessed and
kept?" "That ye should shew forth the praises of Him that called
us out of darkness into His marvellous light" (1 Peter 2: 9). We are
His witnesses here and now until one by one we are called on high
to glory, or until we realise that "Blessed Hope" of His coming
again to take His waiting people to be "for ever with the Lord."

We are watching and waiting for Thee, 0 Lord. "Blessed is that
servant, whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so doing"
(Matthew 24: 46). "Watch, therefore, for ye know not what hour
your Lord doth come" (Matthew 24: 42). A.D.R.

Southbourne.

THE HYMNS WE SING

"I THINK WHEN I REAl) THAT SWEET STORY OF. OLD"

IN the April issue, 1960, of The Gospel Magazine we gave some
information concerning Mrs. Luke's well-known hymn:

"I think when I read that sweet story of old,
When Jesus was here among men,

How He called little children, as lambs to His fold,
1 should like to have been with Him then."

Miss Jemima Thompson (Mrs. Luke) 1841.

At that time I had not been able to trace the MEMORIAL TABLET
OF MRS. LUKE which had been erected in Pembroke Congregational
Church, Oakfield Road, Clifton, Bristol. But now, by the kindness
of Mr. R. E. Flew, Organist of Tyndale Baptist Church, I am able
to state where it is. It was removed to· Hope Chapel, Hotwells,
CIifton, where there is a plate which reads: "TheseTWO MEMORIALS
were removed from Pembroke Congregational Church, CIifton, and
unveiled October 8th, 1933."
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The Memorial- to Mrs. Luke is as follows:

In affectionate remembrance of

lEMIMA LUKE

Authoress of the beautiful hymn

"I think when I read that sweet story of old"

Wife of the Rev. Samuel Luke
(the first Pastor of this Church)

Died at Newport, Isle of Wight, February 2nd, 1906

Aged 92 years.

The Memorial to Mr. Luke is as follows:

In loving remembrance of the

REVO. SAMUEL LUKE

(the first Pastor of this Church).

Mighty in the Scriptures, Wise to win Souls, Blameless,
Gentle and Affectionate.

To the last Sabbath evening of his life he preached
Christ Crucified. Having closed an earnest and faithful
sermon on Eph. 5: 14, he was seized with fatal illness in
the Pulpit, and fell asleep on the Wednesday following,
OCTOBER 28TH, 1868, in the 60th year of his age and the

33rd of his ministry.
"A wake thou that steepest and arise from the dead,

alld Christ shall give thee light" (Ephesians 5: 14).

We are glad to secthis record of Mr. Luke, who used to attend
the CLIFTON CONFERENCE of his day.-EDITOR.

I long for the joy of that glorious time,
The sweetest, and brightest, and best,

When the dear little children of every clime,
Shall crowd to His arms and be blest.

Jemima Luke, 1853.
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AN INDUSTRIOUS PURlTAN MINISTER

NICHOLAS BYFIELD: 1579-1622

NICHOLAS BYFIELD, son of Richard Byfield (who became minister
of Stratford-upon-Avon in January, 1596), was born in Warwick
shire in 1579, and became a servitor at Exeter College in 1596,
when aged seventeen, and where he continued for more than four
years. He was afterwards called to the Christian ministry and left
the University.

HIS MINISTRY AT CHESTER AND ISLEWORTH

He had intentions to go to Ireland for the exercise of his ministry,
but God deemed otherwise. He was on his way to Ireland and,
calling at CHESTER on his way thither, he was, upon the preaching
of a notable discourse in that city, invited to become the pastor of
St. Peter's Church there; which invitation being esteemed by him as
a great providential intervention, he willingly accepted. He con
tinued there for several years, a faithful preacher, and his preaching
was most edifying to those who desired "the sincere milk of the
Word." He was a strict observer of the Lord's Day in that city,
and preached, wrote and witnessed for the sincere Scriptural observ
ance of it, which caused some persons to be actively opposed to
him, particularly one Edward Breerwood, who being a native of the
city, was sometimes one of his auditors.

After some years he had the benefice of ISLEWORTH, in Middlesex,
offered to him, to which parish he went and remained until his
dying day. "He was a person," wrote Anthony a Wood (who was
no friend of the Puritans), "in the opinion of the zealots, of pro
found judgment, strong memory, sharp wit, quick invention, and of
unwearied ministry; also, that in his ministry he was powerful, and
that unto all turns and upon all occasions, not only at Chester, but
at Isleworth, where his preaching and expounding were very fre
quent."

HIS NUMEROUS BOOKS

The life of Nicholas Byfield, so far as his earthly sojourn was
concerned, was comparatively short. Volumes of literature pro
ceeded from his pen. He wrote and spoke as a faithful man, re
solved to keep nothing back of the counsel of God. The books he
wrote are as follows, of which, probably the EXPOSITION OF
COLOSSIANS, is the best known:

A
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Assurance of God's Love and Man's Salvation.
Exposition of Colossians: Substance of seven years' sermons at

Chester.
Directions for Private Reading of Scripture.
How a Godly Christian may support his heart with comfort.
Beginning of Doctrine of Christ.
Marrow of the Oracles of God.
Sermons on 1 Peter.
Principal Grounds of Christian Religion.
Answer to Mr. Breerwood's Treatise of Liberty.
Exposition of the Apostles' Creed.
Light of Faith and Way of Holiness.
Practice of Christianity; or, an epitome of R. Rogers' seven

treatises.
As he died early at the age of 44 years, his writings and works

reveal him as a person of great gifts, industry and readiness. "My
heart is inditing a good matter; I speak of the things which I have
made touching the King; my tongue is the pen of a ready writer"
(Psalm 45: 1).

William Gouge wrote an Epistle to the Christian Reader, prefixed
to Byfield's commentary on 1 Peter:

"He was a man of profound judgment, strong memory, sharp
wit, and true piety. Preached twice on the Lord's Day, and in
summer on Wednesday and Friday. This course he kept on
till about five weeks before his death, when the. pain came so
violently upon him as it wasted his vital vigour, yet it did in no
way weaken his faith, but, as the outward perished, then was
the inward man renewed in him. He earnestly prayed that the
extremity of the pain might not make him utter or do anything
unbecoming his vocation and profession, but withal he advised
his friends to consider that he was but as other men, and
thereupon to judge charitably of his carriage in that case."

From this epistle of Gouge we learn that for fifteen years or more,
Byfield suffered intense pain from stone in the bladder, which makes
it all the more remarkable that he should have accomplished so
much. He died at Isleworth in 1622.

A REFERENCE TO SHAKESPEARE AND STRATFORD-UPON-AVON
We find the following interesting reference to Shakespeare and

Richard Byfield (father of Nicholas) in "The Christian Treasury,"
1871:

"SHAKESPEARE.-He entirely abandoned the stage and left
London in 1610, and retired to Stratford-upon-Avon, his native
place, where he died in 1616. During this period it would seem
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that he and his family attended his parish church, where
RICHARD BYFIELD, an eminent Puritan minister and father of
the distinguished commentator on the Epistle to the Colossians,
commenced his lengthened ministry in 1596. Richard Byfield
was a faithful and energetic minister of Christ, and we hope,
both from his character and from the fact of Shakespeare being
his constant hearer, that Christian sympathy existed between
them. But there is still another hopeful circumstance. Shake
speare's will was written some two months before his decease,
in April, 1616, and is remarkable for its Protestant and evan
gelical character. He says, 'First, I commend my soul into the
hands of God, my Creator, hoping, and assuredly believing,
through the merits of Jesus Christ my Saviour, to be made
partaker of life everlasting, and my body to the earth whereof
it is made.' "

We ourselves are unable to express any view upon Shakespeare
so far as stage-plays are concerned, we regard such as of the world,
the flesh, and the Devil: but the foregoing reference is of interest as
relating to the latter end of Shakespeare. "Hear counsel, and re
ceive instruction, that thou maycst be wise in thy latter end"
(Proverbs 19: 20).

A FINE SPECIMEN OF PURITAN EXPOSITION

Byfield's commentary on the EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS can be
regarded as a fine specimen of Puritan exposition, revealing an
extensive and intensive knowledge of the Word of God, great
soundness and judgment, and great faithfulness in dealing with the
hearts and consciences of men. The author was evidently experi
mentally acquainted with the deceitfulness of the human heart, and
manifests an earnest desire to declare the whole counsel of God.

As was the custom in those days, Nicholas Byfield wrote a
Dedicatory Epistle to his commentary:

"The epistle to the Colossians," wrote Byfield, "contains an
excellent epitome of the doctrine expressed in the rest of the
books of the Old and New Testaments, as will appear by a
brief delineation or adumbration of the proportion and parts of
that sacred body of truth. paralleled with the several parts of
this epistle, using the benefit of this commentary upon it. The
whole word of God may be divided into two parts: the first
contains faith, or what we must believe: the second, love, or
what we must do. So the apostles divided it, as may appear
from the patterns used in their times, which stood of two parts,
faith and love (2 Tim. ]: 13). And so this epistle is divided:
for in the first two chapters he teJls them what they must be-
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lieve, and in the last two what they must do. Now faith looks
either upon God or upon the world.

GOD

"In God two things are to be believed: first, the attributes
of the essence; secondly, the trinity of the persons. The attri
butes unfold the nature and proprieties of God, such as his
power, glory, knowledge, and the like. Of the power of God,
ye may read, chapter 1: 11 and 2: 12; of the glory of God,
chapter 1: 11 and 3: 17; of the knowledge of God, chapter
3: 10. The persons are three, the Father, the Son, and Holy
Ghost. Of the Father, chapter 1: 2, 12 and 3: 17; of the Son,
chapter I: 2, 13, 15, etc.; of the Holy Ghost, chapter 2: 19.
Thus of God.

THE WORLD

"In the consideration of the world, faith is taken up specially
about the creation of it, and the government of it. In the
creation it views the mighty workmanship of God, making all
things of nothing, even the very angels, as well as men and
other creatures. Of the creation, chapter 1: 15; of angels, also
Chapter 1: 16; both good, chapter 2: 9, and evil, chapter 2: 15.
The government of the world is two ways to be considered:
first in the general disposing and preservation of all things;
secondly, and principally, Faith is taken up about the consider
ation of the government of men in the world; of the general
providence, chapter 1: 16, 17. The providence of God over
man may be considered according to his fourfold estate: first,
of innocency; secondly, of corruption; thirdly, of grace; fourth
ly, of glory. In the estate of innocency faith chiefly beholds
and wonders at the image of God, in which man was created.
Of this image you may read, chapter 3: 10, by analogy. In the
state of corruption, two things offer themselves to our doleful
contemplation: first, sin; secondly, the punishment of sin. Sin
is both original and actual; of original sin, chapter 2: 13; of
actual sins, chapters 2: 11,13; 3: 5-6; of the punishment of sin,
chapter 3: 25 and 2: 13 and 3: 6.

"In the state of grace, faith views three things: first, the
means of grace; secondly, the subject; thirdly, the degrees.
The means is either before time, or in time; before time, it is
the election of God, of which chapter 3: 12; in time, the means
chiefly is CHRIST, and the covenant in Him.

PERSON OF CHRIST
"In Christ two things are to be considered-His person, and

His office. The theory concerning Christ's person is twofold:
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first, concerning His two natures; secondly, concerning His
twofold estate in those natures. The natures of Christ are two,
human and divine, joined in the bond of personal union; of
the human nature, chapter 1: 22; of His divine, chapter 1: 15-16,
etc.; of the union of both, chapter 2: 9. The state of the person
of Christ is twofold: first, of humiliation; secondly, of exalta
tion. His humiliation comprehends: first; His incarnation, as
the antecedent; secondly, His obedience to the law of Moses;
thirdly, His passion; of His incarnation and obedience, implied
in divers places; of His passion, chapter 1: 14, 20, 22. His
exaltation comprehends His resurrection, ascension, and session
at the right hand of God; of His resurrection, chapter 2: 12;
of His sitting at God's right hand, chapter 3: 1. Thus the person
of Christ.

OFFICE OF CHRIST
"The office of Christ is to mediate between God and man.

The parts are three: first, His prophetical office; secondly, His
priestly office; thirdly, His regal office. His prophetical office
stands in propounding of doctrine, and in making it effectual by
His Spirit. His priestly office standeth in two things first:
expiation of sin; secondly, intercession for us to God. His
regal office is partly in the government of the church, as the
head thereof, and partly in the subduing of the enemies of God
and the church; of the treasures of wisdom in Christ as a
prophet, chapter 2: 3; of the sacrifice of Christ as a priest,
chapter 2: 14; of the headship of Christ over the church,
chapter 1: 18 and 2: 19. Thus of Christ.

THE COVENANT
"The covenant followeth, which is considered both in itself

and in the seals of it. Though the covenant be accidentally a
means to drive us to Christ, yet the proper effectual means is
the COVENANT OF GRACE, which God hath made with the elect
in Christ; this being recorded in the word of the gospel, both
in the Old and New Testament, is the ordinary means, by the
power of Christ, to convert souls to God by the preaching of it
in the ministry of His servants; of this, chapter 1: 6."

EXTRACTS FROM THE COMMENTARY ON COLOSSIANS

OUR REDEMPTION
(a) Chapter 1: 14: "In whom we have redemption, through

His blood, even the forgiveness of sins."
In the former verses our redemption is considered, as God

the Father is the efficient cause of it. In this verse it is con-
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sidered as Christ is the instrumental cause of it. In the verse
four things are to be noted: (1) By whom we are redeemed,
viz., by the Son of God's love, implied in the first words;
(2) Who are redeemed, we, that is, the faithful; (3) How we
are redeemed, viz., by His blood; (4) With what kind of re
demption; not by redemption from loss in estate, or servitude
in body, but from sin in the soul.

"/n whom." Doct. The Son of God is the redeemer of the
sons of man. He that had no sins of his own did worthily
cancel other men's; He that was in no debt paid our debts.
In this work of redemption we may see piety itself beaten for
the impious man, and wisdom itself derided for the foolish
man, and truth itself slain for the lying man, and justice itself
condemned for the unjust man, and mercy afflicted for the
cruel man, and life itself dying for the dead man. None can
redeem us but Jesus Christ; He only is God and man; He only
was deputed hereunto; He only it is that is the firstborn, the
brother, and the kinsman (Lev. 25). Two things are required
in a saviour and redeemer, viz., right and power; but the title
or right must be by propriety or propinquity. In power and
propriety the Father or Holy Ghost might redeem, but in
propinquity Christ only is the next kinsman. Secondly, it is to
be noted that He saith in whom. not by whom, to teach us that
the comfort of our redemption is not then had when Christ, as
mediator, doth pay the price, but when, as our head, He re
ceiveth us to Himself. We must be in Christ before we can be
pardoned; it is a vain thing to allege that Christ died for us,
unless we can clear it that we are the members of Christ by
conversion and regeneration; we must be in Christ before the
Devil will let go his hold; we must be in Christ before we can
receive the influence of His grace, for that descends only from
the head to the members; we must be in Christ before we can be
covered with His garment, and if we be not in the vine we
cannot persevere.

"We." Question: How could the obedience and sufjerings
of one man serve to redeem so many men? Answer: It is
sufficient, because He did all willingly; because, also, He was
Himself innocent and without fault; but especially because this
obedience and suffering was the obedience of Him that was
more than man. Again, it is to be noted that He saith we,
not all men, have reqemption, as the Universalists dream.

"Have." Question: Had not the fathers before Christ re-
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demption in Him as well as we? Answer: They had, first, in
predestination, because they were hereunto elect; secondly, in
efficacy, inasmuch as they that did believe in Christ had the
virtue of the redemption to come. Hence, that Christ is said to
be "the Lamb slain from the beginning of the world."

TRADITIONS OF MEN

(b) Chapter 2: 8: "After the traditions of men."

The word "tradition" hath been used three ways: Some
times to express the doctrine of God's servants by authority
from God, delivered to the church by lively voice, but after
wards committed to scripture; so the doctrine of Christ and the
apostles, and of the patriarchs before the law, was first delivered
by tradition. Sometimes to signify such opinions as are in
scripture, but not expressed; they are there, but not spoken
therein-that is, are drawn out by consequence or impliedly.
Sometimes to express such observations as were never anyway
written in the word, but altogether unwritten in the scripture, as
being devised merely by men. So it is taken ordinarily, and so
traditions are to be condemned. . . . .

Lastly, it cannot well be denied but that the liberty taken in
the primitive times to bring in traditions opened a door to
antichrist. Now, concerning the traditions in popery under
antichrist, their doctrine is abomination, for they say that the
word of God is either written or unwritten; and they say their
unwritten verities are necessary as well as scripture; yea, that
they are of equal authority with scripture. And those traditions
they would thus exalt are, for number, many; for nature,
childish, unprofitable, impious. and idolatrous. But that we
may be fully settled against their impious doctrine of tradi
tions we may profitably record in our memories these scrip
tures: Deut. ]2: 32; Rev. 22: 18; Matt. 15: 1; I Peter 1: 18;
Gal. 1: 9; Isa. 8: 20; 2 Tim. 3: ]6; Jer. 19: 5; Col. 1: 28;
Luke 16: 29; 1 Cor. 15-7.

In the primitive church they had by degrees, one after
another, a great number of traditions, such as these-to stand
and pray every Sabbath, from Easter to Whitsuntide; the sign
of the cross; to pray towards the east; the anointing of the
baptised with oil; the canonical hours; Lent and divers kinds
of fasts; the mixing of water with wine; the addition of divers
orders in the church, as canons, exorcists, ostiaries; holidays,
etc., to sing hallelujah at Easter. but not in Lent, and such like.
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COMPLETE IN CHRIST

(c) Chapter 2: 10: "And ye are complete in Him, who is the
head of all principality and power."

We need not go to traditions, or philosophy, or ceremonies,
seeing we are so complete in ourselves as we are in Christ.
Observe in the first words: (1) The persons, "ye"; (2) The
time, "are"; (3) The benefit communicated, "complete"; (4)
The author, "Christ"; (5) The limitation, "in Him.' In general,
we may observe that Christ doth derive of His fulness to His
members, "of His fulness have we all received grace for grace"
(John 1: 16); "out of His fulness He filleth all in all" (Eph.
1: 23; He "ascended far above all heavens, that He might fill
all things" (Eph. 4: 16). Now, if any ask wherein Christians
are complete, or what it is Christ doth derive unto Christi~s

out of his fulness? I answer, He maketh them complete, or
filleth them out of His fulness with knowledge (Matt. 11: 25;
Rom. 15: 14); grace and truth (John 1: 16); peace, power (Acts
6: 8); joy and righteonsness (Rom. 14: 17); strength against
temptations and death (Heb. 2); abundance of blessings in the
gospel (Rom. 15: 29); and He supplieth all their necessities out
of the riches of His glory; but especially they are complete in
the imputation of His most perfect righteousness. Thus of the
author and the benefit.

Where He saith, "ye are complete," He teacheth them that
there must be a particular application of this fulness of Christ.
Though there be water enough in the sea, or in the river, or
fountain, yet it helps not us, unless it be derived to us by
conduits, etc.; though there be food enough in the market.
yet we are not filled with it. unless it be brought and dressed,
and taken by us.....

The last thing is the limitation, "in Him." In Him. Nothing
will be had by Christ till we be in Christ (1 John 5: 20). Things
are said to be in Christ: (1) In respect of creation. all things
were "created in Him" (Col. 1: 1, 16). (2) In respect of pre
servation, all things "consist in Him" (Col. 1: 17). (3) In respect
of the mystical union, and so the church only is in Him. In
Him we are elected (Eph. 14: 4); in Him "the righteousness of
God is revealed from heaven" (Rom. 1: 17, 1 Cor. 5: 21); in
Him "all promises are yea and amen" (2 Cor. 1: 20); in Him
we are made rich (l Cor. 1: 5); in Him Jews and Gentiles are
made one (Eph. 2: 6); in Him the building is "coupled together
and grows" (Eph. 2: 20); in Him we have life (1 John 5: 11).


<:;.~
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Now men may know whether they be in Christ, if they examine
themselves whether they be new creatures or no (2 Cor. 5: 17);
and whether they have the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8: 9), and
whether they love the appearing of Christ (2 Tim. 4: 8, 2 Thess.
3: 5,2 Peter 2: 12); whether the world hate them (John 15: 18,
20); whether they love the brethren (l John 3: 14, Eph. 4: 16
17); and whether they walk in the light in all desire of holy
conversation (l John 1: 6, Heb. 9: 14, 1 John 3: 6).

AS THE ELECT OF GOD

(d) Chapter 3: 12: "Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, put on bowels of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, long-suffering."

Elect. God's servants are God's elect, and that both of
election before time, and also in respect of election in time;
for the Lord hath in His eternal counsel chosen them in Christ,
to the obtaining of salvation to the praise of His grace (Eph.
1: 4-5, Rom 8: 19). And besides, at some time in their life
the Lord doth select and separate them from out of the world
and worldly courses to the profession of sincerity. having sancti
fied them by the Spirit.

Use. The doctrine of election hath both consolation and
instruction in it; it is full of comfort if we consider the privi
leges of God's chosen, even those great favours He shews them;
when He begins once to discover His everlasting choice of them.
the Lord doth ever after avouch them for His peculiar people.
to make them high in praise and in honour (Dept. 26: 15-16).
"The men of their strife shall surely perish and come to
nothing" (1st. 41: 8, 11, 12). The Lord will help them and
comfort them in all strife, He will be a wall of fire round about
them. and the glory in the midst of them; the Lord will own
them as His portion, that He hath taken to Himself out of the
whole earth (Zech. 1: 5, 12). He will use them as His friends,
He will hear their prayers, and communicate His secrets to
them (John 15: 19). But who can count their privileges? No
tongue of men or angels are able to do it; which, since it is so,
we should take unto us continually the words of the psalmist,
and say everyone of us, "Remember me, 0 Lord, with the
favour of Thy people, and visit me with Thy salvation, that I
may see the felicity of Thy chosen. and rejoice in the joy of
Thy people, and glory with thine inheritance" (Psalm 106: 4·5).

Especially we should labour to make our calling and election
sure (2 Peter I: 10); for then we shall be safe. inasmuch as
thereby an entrance is ministered unto us into the kingdom of
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Jesus Christ. Now, if any shall ask, who they are that may be
sure of their election? I answer, first, with the apostle Paul,
they that receive the gospel in power and much assurance, with
joy in the Holy Ghost, though it should be with much affliction
(l Thess. 1: 5-6); and with the apostle Peter, such as to whom
God hath given precious promises, and such as fly the cor
ruptions of the world through lust, that join virtue with their
faith, and knowledge, and temperance, and patience, and godli
ness, and brotherly kindness, and love (2 Peter 1: 4-7, 19) lastly,
if we be comforted in our election, we should then labour to
inflame our hearts out of the sense of this everlasting goodness
of God, even to set up the Lord, and fear Him, and walk in
His ways, and particularly of the apostle's direction, to be very
careful of these holy graces that follow. F.e.

THE LIGHT

Tune: Holyrood.
o may we see the light
Which from our Bible streams.

Which on our pilgrim path today
Sheds reassuring gleams.

o bitter is the strife,
Without the heavenly glow,

For those who have not found the fount
Whence living waters flow.

Though we have often strayed
And slipped where we should stand,

Yet safety we shall always find
When we will trust God's hand.

Although the crags be steep
And few their help can give,

Yet, Jesus, Thou art all we need
And by Thy grace we live.

Guide us unto the end
And fill our hearts with love;

Help us to serve Thee as we ought
Until we meet above.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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"WALKS AND TALKS WITH JESUS"

By Dr. D. A. DOUDNEY

THE CENTURION'S TALK WITJ-[ JEsus

IN the 8th chapter of Matthe'>v we read, that "when Jesus was
entered into Capernaum, there came unto Him a centurion; be
seeching Him, and saying, Lord, my servant Iieth at home, sick of
the palsy, grievously tormented."

From this statement we may gather that, not merely the poor
man's body, but that his mind likewise, was sadly and painfully
affected! The one was bad; how much worse when both mind
and body were diseased! Who that has ever seen a poor fellow
creature under the influence of the palsy, but has deeply felt for
him? That ceaseless shaking, thalt ever-constant condition of un·
rest! Oh. what should I do at this moment, if I could not hold the
pen because of my trembling hand? Writing would of course be
~e,,;on. No' only so, but every duty and engagem~nt'"'\ ':!i :,. ,be m~erfered WIth by It. I could undertake no serVIce
~ " .nce Me would be a burden.

I hacf~'~.,.,' . ner in this condition for some years; and, although
(blessed '.. . \ d! ) she knew Jesus, as her Saviour, still it was pitiable
to wat~h .ler sufferings. She has been dead for some years now,
but the mere allusion to the case brings the poor creature vividly
before me. If, however, the "grievously tormented," as applying to
the rpind, be added to that helpless state of unrest to the body,
how tt:uly distressing must be the sensations of such a person be!
The ~more so if long-cherished sin and deep-laid guilt be the cause
of their "grievous torment." Oh, who can tell what it is but those
who have felt it, for sin and guilt and misery to gnaw like a worm
at the heart and conscience?

"My heart," said the psalmist, in his 55th Psalm, "is sore pained
within me; and the terrors of death are fallen upon me. Fearfulness
and trembling are come upon me. and horror hath overwhelmed
me."

In a previolls Psalm (the 38th) David exclaims: "0 Lord, rebuke
me not' in Thy wrath; neither chasten me in Thy hot displeasure.
For Thine arrows stick fast in me, and Thy hand presseth me sore.
There is no soundness in my flesh, because of Thine anger; neither
is there any rest in my bones, because' of my sin. For mine in-
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iquities are gone over mine head; as an heavy burden they are too
heavy for me. My wounds stink and are corrupt, because of my
foolishness. I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourn
ing all the day long. For my loins are filled with a loathsome
disease; and there is no soundness in my flesh. I am feeble and
sore broken; I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my
heart."

Again in the 130th Psalm, the psalmist says: "Out of the depths
have I cried unto Thee, 0 Lord. Lord, hear my voice; let Thine
ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. If Thou, Lord,
shouldest mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who shall stand?"

I have quoted the above passages in order to show that of what
ever "grievous torment" the centurion's servant may have been the
subject, the psalmist long before him had felt all, or more than all,
he could possibly feel. The same remark will apply to the reader,
let his feelings or his distresses be what they may.

I have referred to them, moreover, with the hope that the Holy
Ghost may be pleased to make use of them, in order to prompt
the reader, in his trouble and anguish, to betake himself to the self
same Almighty and all-gracious One, as He to whom the psalmist
resorted. Let the reader bear in mind, for his encouragement, that
"whatsover was written aforetime was written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have
hope" (Rom. 15: 4).

Neither let the reader forget that what Jesus was when, in the
days of His flesh, the centurion came to Him, on behalf of his
servant, that He is now, for He is (blessed be His name!) "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday, and today, and for ever (Heb. 13: 8);
and we are told most plainly. in the same epistle to the Hebrews
(4th chapter and 15thyerse), that "we have not an high-priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin."

JESUS TALKING WITH THE CENHJRION

Unlike what Jesus did, in other cases, for the sake of trying the
faith of those who appealed to Him, in regard to the centurion, we
read that at once "Jesus saith unto him. I will come and heal him."

How tender and loving this was of Jesus, for it is plain that He
did not even wait for the centurion to say all that he was ready to
say, in a way of entreaty that Jesus would come and help his
servant. But Jesus knew what was in the centurion's heart. There
was, therefore, no need for Him to wait for him to tell out what he
thought and what he wantecI; and how was this? Because Jesus
was God., as well as man; and, therefore, He knew what was in
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man. Dear reader, the Lord help you to think of this with respect
to yourself. "He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit" (Romans 8: 27).

"The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that
Thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the word only,
and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority,
having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he
goeth, and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant,
Do this, and he doeth it."

The centurion did not speak this in a proud, haughty spirit. He
did not say what he did, with a view of calling attention to himself,
as one in command, and therefore superior to others in point of
position. His only object was to express his conviction, that as he
had power to command and right to be obeyed, in a higher and
more glorious sense it was but for Jesus, as the great and good
Physician, to speak, and disease and death must be obedient to
His word. They must yield at His bidding. They must obey His
voice.

That saying, "Speak the word only, and my servant shall be
healed," was Christ exalting indee<i.

Reader, have you faith to believe that Jesus, were it His holy
will, could do the same with regard to you, either in reference to
any bodily ailment or with respect to the still worse malady of the
soul, even that of sin? Oh, then, be it yours to ply the self-same
Lord with the self-same appeal. "Speak the word only, and Thy
servant shall be healed."

Adhere to this, dear reader. Don't give it up. Be not dis
couraged because you have to wait an answer. Put in your plea,
and watch the issue. Remember that "delays are not denials."

Seek to connect these three words: WRESTLE! -WATCH! ._
WAIT!

And, as assuredly as you are enabled so to do, sooner or later
you shall hear, as the centurion did, the "Go thy way! and as thou
hast believed, so be it done unto thee."

The Lord always recognises the faith He gives.
A waiting faith shall ever prove a winning faith.

"And by His saints it stands confessed
That what He does is ever best."

"Wait then, my soul, submissive wait,
Prostrate before His awful seat;
And, 'midst the terrors of His rod,
Trust in a wise and gracious God! "

Bedminster, Bristol, 1876. D. A. DOUDNEY.
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IN MEMORIAM

MISS EMILY SYMONS
MISS EMILY SYMONS, a life-long worshipper at St. Mary-le-Port

Church, Bristol, passed forward on August 10th at the age of 78
at Manor Park Hospital, Fishponds, Bristol, where she had been
for some years. She suffered much pain over very many years; but
her God-given faith in the Lord Jesus Christ was strong, and her
brightness and courage amid physical handicap and suffering was
wonderi'ul to see. She always welcomed Christian ministry from her
pastor and from her many Christian friends who visited her. She
was very fond of the hymn:

"Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;

Midst flaming worlds in these arrayed
With joy shall I lift up my head."

She was a warm supporter of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend Society.
The funeral service was on Thursday, August 17th, at the church

of "St. John-the-Baptist with St. Mary-Ie-Port," Bristol, where a
sympathetic congregation had assembled. The Rector spoke from
Revelation 14: 13: "And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto
me, Write, Blessed (happy) are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth; yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours; and their works do follow them." After expounding this
text, the speaker followed the thought of the thanksgiving in the
Prayer Book-"We blessed God's holy Name for all His servants
who had departed this life in God's faith and fear; we prayed for
grace to follow their good examples; we looked forward to being
partakers with them of God's heavenly kingdom."

Her father and mother were active godly members of St. Mary
le-Port Church, enjoying the ministries of the late Rev. James
Ormiston and Rev. A. J. Day. Thus passes one of the stalwart
members of St. Mary-le-Port congregation. We thank God for the
grace given to her. W.n.s.

MRS. L. PALMER (Sawtry, Hunts.)
Mrs. L. Palmer, one who valued The Gospel Magazine, passed

forward last December at the age of 85.
She was also onc who for some years had sent us lavender for

the work of the Royal Hospitals Text Mission in Bristol. She always
added to her letters some kind word of encouragement of the work
of the Lady Visitors:

"Being a very elderly reader of The Gospel Magazine, apart
from the very choice reading, I have such a tender thought for



The Gospel Magazine 471

those Lady Workers who give both time and talents to minister
to Hospital patients."

Of her own spiritual experience she wrote:
"You, sir, may realise the rich mercies of a covenant-keeping

God to me, as I recall more than seventy years ago a poem by
the late D. A. Doudney and a special prize of 'WALKS AND
TALKS WITH JESUS' for learning and reciting 'A little talk with
Jesus,' and how to value:

Thy sweet Communion charms the soul,
And gives true peace and joy.

May the Lord grant you rich blessings as you minister to His
people, both in the pulpit ancl as editor of The Gospel
Magazine. "

This was, I think, her first letter to me.
Three years ago she wrote that once again she noticed "the

appeal in the loved Gospel Magazine for lavender which is passed
on to cheer maybe lonely and suffering ones in Hospitals and
Homes." She adcled a further word:

"I have very tender thoughts for those deprived of health and
maybe with memories of loved partners (like myself) who
'having washed their robes (and made them white in the blood
of the Lamb), therefore are they before the throne of God'
(Rev. 7: 14, 15)."

She also wrote: "I do sincerely trust, in your ministry and as
editor of The Gospel Magazine. you may be helped to extol HIM

who procured through suffering this Hope for us sinners."
In 1959 she included another letter with the lavender, sending

some kind wishes for one's recovery of health and strength, and
adding: "I myself have much cause for gratitude, for all the year J
have been confined to my room with arthritis and movement is
difficult; but I am grateful to be able to use my fingers somewhat.
Still, at 83, the prospect of seeing the King in His beauty will make
amends for all." [The reference is to Isaiah 33: 17: "Thine eyes
shall see the king in his beauty; they shall behold the land that is
very far off."]

The last letter we received was in July, 1960-she passed forward
in December. five months later. In it she wrote: "God has been
very gracious to me," and she recounted some of her many bless
ings, particularly in the kindness and love of her four daughters;
though scattered in different parts, they came to visit and cheer her.
She concluded: "I do value the monthly magazine, which has been
my companion for a number of years. . . . He who has promised.
'I will never leave thee.' " W.D.S.
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BIBLE STUDY
THE RIGHT IMPROVEMENT OF AFFLICTION

By THE REV. R. MURRAY M'CHEYNE
"Surely it is meet to be said unto God, [ have borne chastisement,

[ will not offend any more: that which [ see not, teach thou me;
if [ have done iniquity, I will do no more."-Job 34: 31, 32.

TI-lIS world is a world of trouble: "Man that is born of a woman,
is of few days and full of trouble." "We dwell in cottages of clay.
our foundation is in the dust, we are crushed before the moth"
(Job 4: 19). This world has sometimes been called "a vale of tears."
Trials come into all your dwellings; the children of God are not
excepted; there is a need be that you be in many temptations.
"Count it not strange when you fall into divers temptations, as
though some strange thing happened unto you." If this be so, of
how great importance is it, that you and I be prepared to meet it.
The darkest thunder cloud only covers the heavens for a time.
"Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne chastisement.
I will not offend any more: that which I see 110t, teach thou unto me;
if I have done iniquity, I will do no more."

From these words, I would desire to show you the right improve
ment we should make of affliction.

I.-THE TJ-IREEFOLO IMPROVEMENT OF AFFLICTION

Verse 31, "Surely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne
chastisement. 1 will not offend any more." The first improvement of
affliction is submission. It is the temper of one who justifies God:
"[ have borne chastisement."

This was the feeling of Daniel in the midst of the affliction which
God brought on Israel. This is shown in Daniel 9: 7, 8, "0 Lord,
righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of face,"
etc.; verse 14, "Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil.
and brought it upon us; for the Lord our God is righteous in all his
works which he doeth: for we obeyed not his voice." You will
notice then in all this, that Daniel accepts of the punishment of his
iniquity.

The same thing you will notice in the 9th chapter of Nehemiah
and 33rd verse, "Howbeit thou art just in all that is brought upon
us; for thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly."

The same thing you will notice in the 26th of Leviticus, 40th verse,
"If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers,
with their trespasses which they have trespassed against me, and
that also they have walked contrary unto me." And then, middle of
41st verse, "If then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they
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then accept of the punishment of their iniquity," etc.; to the end of
the chapter. God here says, if they accept of the punishment of their
iniquities, he will remember them.

Now, this is the first improvement you should make of affliction.
How different this from many of you; you do not accept of the
punishment of your iniquities; your heart rises against God. (1) In
your thoughts. (2) In hard words. The man begins to blaspheme
God he says, God is a tyrant-could God not have spared my child?
This is what is spoken of at the pouring out of the fifth and sixth
vials. These are their words in hell; when God pours out his wrath,
they will blaspheme him. (3) There is still a third way, and that is
in your actions. Your words are not only against God, but your
actions are against him. If I could lay bare your hearts, you would
see such complaining-such anger against God, that you would see
the truth of what I am saying.

Remember, it is right to learn contentment. What right have you
to complain? What right have you to challenge God's dealings
with you? If little children were to take it upon them to decide upon
the proceedings of both houses of parliament, what would you think
of it? And what right have you to challenge God's government?
We should say with Job, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken
away; blessed be the name of the Lord."

2. The second improvement of affliction is, humble inquiry into
God's meaning: "What I know not, teach thou me." This is the
proper improvement of affliction. This is the way in which Job
himself received his trial. Job 10: 2, "I will say unto God, Do not
condemn me: show me wherefore thou contendest with me."

The same you will notice in the 23rd chapter, 3rd verse, "Oh that
J knew where I might find him! that I might come even to his
seat? 1 would order my cause before him, and fill my mouth with
arguments. I would know the words which he would answer me,
and understand what he would say unto me. Will he plead against
me with his great power. No; but he would put strength in me. There
the righteous might dispute with him; so should I be delivered for
ever from my judge." You will notice that Job was to be made
acquainted why God dealt thus with him.

The same was the case with Joshua, 7th chapter, 6th verse, "And
Joshua rent his clothes and fell to the earth upon his face before the
ark of the Lord until the even-tide, he and the elders of Israel, and
put dust upon their heads. And Joshua said, Alas, 0 Lord God,
wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to
deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? would to
God we had been content and dwelt on the other side Jordan! 0
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Lord what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their
enemies? For the Canaanites, and all the inhabitants of the land,
shall hear of it, and shall environus round, and cut off our name
from the earth: and what will thou do unto thy great name." When
affliction came, Joshua waited for an explanation.

This also seems to have been the case with the apostle Paul when
he said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do."

Brethren, the opposite of this is very common among you. When
God sends affliction into an ungodly family; when God takes away
a child, or lays a father on a bed of affliction; do they inquire at God
why he did it? Ah! you despise the chastening of thc Lord.
Brethren, it is a fearful thing not to ask God's meaning in affliction.
It is his loudest knock, and often his last.

The same thing happens with God's children. You have been
loving some idol--some secret sin-some secret lust, and God afflicts
you. Do you ask an explanation?

The same thing takes place in a church. Thc members are unholy,
etc. Then perhaps he afflicts it as he did Laodicea. Do we seek an
explanation? Ah no! This is what this town should do in its
poverty.

3. There is a third ilnprovcment of affliction, that is, the forsaking
of sin: "I will not otTend any more." "If I have done iniquity, I
will do no more." God's great design in affliction is to make you
forsake your sin: "He that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy" (Prov.
28: 13). This was God's way with Manasseh: so it should be in all
alfliction. God afflicts you, that you maycast away your sin; you will
not hear his voice of mercy; you will not hear his voice of love;
but he brings you under the rod, in order to bring you into the
covenant.

How often does it do the contrary? I have seen a drunkard
alflicted, and he went deeper into sin--farther away from God.
"Ephraim is a cake unturned." There are some among you that
remind me of al'l aged tree that has been struck with lightning, and
now stands stript of its leaves, a monument in the earth. So are
many of your families. I tell you, brethren, if mercies, and if judg
ments do not convert you, God has no other arrows in his quiver.

IT.-THE MEETNESS OF INQUIRING

INTO GOD'S REASONS or AFFLICTION

1. It is meet, because it is God that is dealing with you. This
alfliction in your family, this affliction with yourself, is from God.
"Who hardened his heart against God and prospereth?"

2. It is meet, because this is God's meaning in your affliction.

a
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God's meaning is to save the unconverted, and to sanctify his own.
I believe. that every time the sun shines into your dwelling, it ;s
meant to make you turn unto God; and it is the same with affliction;
it is meant to make you turn to him; or if you be a child of God,
cvery atlliction is meant to make you cast your idols to the moles
and to thc bats, and to turn to God.

3. It is rneet, because Ood can destroy. You know brethren, that
the same hanc! that afflicts can dcstroy. The same hand that kindled
the burning fever in your breast, can kindle up the flames of hell for
you. Amen. R. MURRAY M'CHEYNE.
Notes of Sermons, 1849.

"THE LOVE OF GOD WHICH IS IN CHRIST JESUS"

A CLIFTON CONFERENCE ADDRESS

My CJIRISTIAN FRIENDS,-As Mr. Talbot Greaves was speaking-·-
(we had a most interesting, important and instructive address, in
connection with the mutual love of THE TRINITY)-I could but think
of one short text, "There was silence in Heaven about the space of
half-an-hour." and I dare say many of LIS who were enabled in some
measurc to enter into those truths which were so delightfully and
strikingly brought out, felt that we needed silence rather than speech,
to contcmplate that deep mystery, that deep, that wonderful mystery
of the mutual love of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

As soon as I received the invitation circular from my dear friend.
Mr. Ormiston, I was led to take up that very line of thought, and to
preach to my congregation of this love of the three Persons of the
Trinity onc towards another, and that from all eternity, as a subject
new to many of His children, yet full of solemnity, instruction, and
comfort.

Another interesting coincidence T met with only last evcning. ,
was talking with my kind host herc in Clifton, and be told me he had
been on Sunday afternoon reading the account in Wylie's History of
Protestantism of the death of John Knox, and the death within a very
brief period of Mary, Queen of Scots. I told him that on that very
Sunday aftcrnoon I had been reading the very same book, and the
same portion of the book, and in my evening sermon, used to
illustrate the difference bctween those who are really kings on the
earth, and those who appearing as kings, have nothing kingly about
thcm.

T jusl point out these things in passing-but coming to the Con
ference, as it is about the only Conference that I attend throughout
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the year, one is grateful to feel the hand of God leading him, the
Spirit of God guiding him, and so preparing him in some measure.

In contemplating this subject of the love of God, I venture to
think the love of God is a subject oftentimes beset with many diffi·
culties. I was once passing through one of the darkest districts of
Liverpool, amidst the most dreadful degradations, and there I saw Cl

place of worship, and upon the forefront of that building, I read
"God is Love." Well, I thought, it is a most delightful subject for
contemplation, but at the same time how difficult among all these
depressing surroundings. But into these difficulties I do not intend
to enter on this occasion.

In the last verse of the 7th chapter of the book of Revelation, we
are told of those that came out of great tribulation, and had washed
their robes and made them white "in the Blood of the Lamb" (and
theirs were doubtless many intellectual tribulations as well as per·
sonal tribulations and circumstantial tribulations), but we find that
the "Lamb in the midst of the Throne shall lead them into living
fountains of waters, and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes." Now, may we not conclude that those "fountains of living
waters" are those fountains of the mutual love of God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. which shall delight and
satisfy the people of God throughout Eternity?

But I venture this morning to speak more particularly upon that
love which the Lord God has to His people in Christ Jesus.

I recollect many years ago in my first curacy, I had been very
much exercised about the choice of a subject, and I have no doubt
that many of my brethren in the ministry are often so exercised, and
on that occasion Twas unable to fix upon even a text, until I went
into my church. I thank God that it is not often that one is pushed
to such extremities as this. I did not know what to speak about, or
at least I had no subject pressed home upon my mind, but in reading
the 8th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, which was appointed
for the lesson, when I came to those last words-"The love of God
which is in Christ Jesus," it suddenly occurred to me that I had
recently been learning a sweet hymn upon this love, and in my
weakness and feebleness I thought to myself what can I do better
than just unfold something of that love or God from that hymn,
which I had recently been committing to memory.

The hymn began:
"My Gracious God, Thy Love must be,

Abiding, faithful, full and free;
Such Love alone could suit my case,
A sinner ransomed by Thy grace."
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I had, as it were, a very spring opened at once, and I began to
see that in the fulness, faithfulness, and freeness of the love of God,
I had a subject at once inexhaustible.

And then 1 quoted the next verse-
"Tt must be free, for I have nought
Wherewith such Love could e'er be bought;
Empty I am, or fill'd with sin,
Defiled all over, without. within."

Ah, dear brethren, what makes the love of God precious to you
and to me? Why, this primary fact, that we are simply in our
selves unlovable, that the Lord never saw anything in us to draw
out His love; and ever since we have known that love our attitude
towards Him and our conduct under the sweet experiences of that
love have never been sufficiently meritorious to secure the continu
ance of that love to us; and so we rejoice still as rejoiced at first that
the love of Christ is free.

But the next verse says-
"It must be full, my need to meet,
Sweeter than all the world calls sweet,
A measure pressed and flowing o'er,
Beyond the world ling's boasted store."

Look around us today, look at the sad countenances in the world,
look at the men and women, as we meet them in every direction,
what a load of sorrows seems settled down upon them! How per
plexing the cares of life! how mysterious the providences! how
heart-rending the dispensations! What is the remedy? The fulness,
the satisfying character of God's love! Man is so constituted that
nothing in the creature will ever, or can ever, satisfy him; he is made
that he cannot be satisfied without God. We must therefore tell men
that there is nothing to fill up that void in their hearts, nothing to
change those sighs into songs of rejoicing, nothing can be found but
God's love, which, while it is free, is at the same time full and
satisfying.

But the next verse suggested another thought-
"It must be faithful, or I know,
It had been wearied long ago,
No love but a faithful love like Thine
Could bear a wandering heart like mine."

Does nol that touch a chord within us? Does not that recall
again to us the mutual love between the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost? Having been fixed upon the objects of that love it is
unchangeable, it remains unaltered, inalienable, and it must be
faithful. We are not faithful. A man who talks about his being
faithful, abollt receiving and continuing in grace, I am afraid knows
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very little about the workings of an evil heart within. For the
Apostle John, and he knew something of the Saviour's love, for he
lay upon the Saviour's bosom, and is distinctly spoken of as that
disciple whom Jesus loved, speaks thus of God's faithfulness--"If
we confess our sins, He is faithful' and just to forgive us our sins."
There is security, not in faithfulness on our part, but the faithfulness
of the Father to the Son, the faithfulness of the Son to the Holy
Ghost, and the faithfulness of the Holy Ghost to the Father and to
the Son.

We have another aspect of the great love of the God of grace in
the great scheme of salvation; it must be an abiding love, for the
next verse says-

"It must abide each changing scene,
And be as it hath ever been
Unsought, unchanging, full and free,
Such love alone can dwell with Thee."

J found Israel, where? In the wilderness. He tells them that He
knew them in the desert. He led them about there, and instructed
them again and again; and we feel and find by experience that the
love of God does abide. We forget, we lose the extent of it, we lose
the enjoyment of it, and sometimes, perhaps, some of us lose the
assurance of it, and the certainty of it, but again ancl again we can
say with the Psalmist, "He restoreth my soul." And, again, as the
Church says in the song of Solomon, "Many waters cannot quench
love, neither can the floods drown it," and there we find how this
love abides, unchanging and for ever.

Well, as I elaborated these thoughts somewhat, I found that the
time had come for the conclusion of my sermon. People today are
talking much about "practical" Christianity, they say we like prac
tical sermons, we like sermons that tell us what to do, I think there
is no sermon like one that is full of the love of Christ, for the
Apostle Paul tells us in Corinthians "That if One died for all, then
were all dead." He there refers to Christ dying for His beloved
Church, "that they which live" (in resurrection power) should live
henceforth, not to themselves, but unto Him who died for them
"and rose again." His love is practical, and, I believe, the sense of it
brings great peace. So the concluding verse of that hymn is this-

"And with Thee, Lord, such love is found,
Refreshing all this barren ground;
If such our portion, well may we,
Contented, lose ourselves in Thee."

O! if we have tasted of His love, if we have faith in His love, we
shall go back and say with the apostle of olel, "we have known and
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believed the love that God hath to us," and in this sense we can add
something. from the heart, of the hymn we sometimes sing:

"The streams on earth I've tasted,
More deep I'll drink above."

You know where it occurs-in the hymn built upon the sweet
sayings of the sainted Samuel Rutherford-

"The Lamb is all the glory,
Of Immanuel's land."

You may depend upon it, you will not be contented with your
condition as a sinner, but you will be fully satisfied with the assur
ance that the "Love of God is shed ahroad in the heart" hy the
Holy Ghost given unto you.

Lastly. let me remind you that if you are to have any experiences
of this love. any experience of its outflowings and overflowings in the
soul, I think it will invariably be in the midst of trial, in the midst of
suffering and in the midst of sorrow. O. how gracious God is!
He often anticipates the time of sorrow of His child by giving him
a sweet sense of His own unchanging and eternal love, before the
clouds of sorrow gather; and when the storm has burst and spent
itself in a downpour of trial, He comes again and sweetly comforts
the heart of his tried and exercised one by shedding abroad "more
and more" of that "Love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
Clifton Conference. ] 895. THOMAS DAVJS,

Vicar of St. John's, Harborne, Birmingham.

THE CONSUMMATION

Who.l'o keepetlz the fig tree shall eat the fruit thereof; so he that
waiteth on his master shall be honoured."-Proverbs 27: 18.

The figs will all be ripened in the day
When Jesus comes upon the earth to reign,
Whilst all the saints who walk the narrow way
Will then have recompense for grief and pain;
The harvest of a lifetime will remain
Untouched when comes the Jast decisive hour;
All this world's loss will change to lasting gain
For those who here have known the Spirit's dower
And whose surrendered life revealed the Lord Christ's power.

Rodden Rectory, Frome. T. Pittaway.
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BOOKS RECEIVED
SELECT WORKS OF JONATHAN EDWARDS, VOLUME Ill. "Treatise

concerning the Religious Affections." Banner of Truth Trust,
15/·, 382 pages.

The author of this book was privileged to see two gracious out
pourings of the Holy Spirit. The first took place in 1735, a year of
"the plenteous rain of the Holy Spirit." Many awakened souls ack
nowledged the sovereignty of God and their utter need of the
sacrifice and meditation of Christ. In connection with this visitation
Edwards wrote "The Narrative of Surprising Conversions." Five
years later revival returned and spread far beyond the confines of his
own parish to the British Isles. As a result of this great spiritual
quickening he wrote "The Distinguishing Marks of a Work of the
Spirit of God" and "Thoughts on Revival."

"The Religious Affections" appeared originally as a series of
sermons preached to his congregation during 1742 and 1743 and
published first in 1746. The book represents his maturest con
clusions on the great theme with which he deals.

Edwards was stirred because of the false experiences of some
during the revival, some of whom went so far as to disparage and
set aside the Word. He says in his preface: "It is no new thing
that such false religion should prevail at a time of great reviving
of true religion; that such multitudes of hypocrites should spring up
among true saints." On page 19 he says: "We must learn to
distinguish between true and false religion, between saving affections
and experiences and those manifold fair shows and glistening ap
pearances by which they are counterfeited."

This old book is valuable and well worth reading, weighing and
pondering in this year of grace. Indeed it could be described as a
book for the times. The book cannot be classed as "light reading,"
it is not a book for the armchair when one is feeling relaxed, but
rather for the study. It demands close attention, and, given this,
will yield its treasure to the reader. The introduction by Dr. Alex
ander Smellie ought not to be by-passed, for it contains valuable
information that helps one to get to grips with the subject. Dr.
Smellie well says of "The Religious Affections": "It has many
passages brimming over with tenderness and many which move us
by their massive strength of utterance, and some too that are
melodious with a great organ music which must leave its echoes
reverberating in our hearts."

This book, modest in price, is weighty with spiritual truth. M.H.


