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I EDITOR'AI
Demonstrations in Communist countries are not left to chance.

Not for them the uncertainties of a Hyde Park agitator or the
vagaries of a Trafalgar Square protest rally. The government,
which means the Comrnunist party, has ail such protest marches
and demonstrations under its control. We must not imagine that the
recent riots and demonstrations by teen-agers in Peking were due
simpiy to the same kind of energy which in this country makes
youngsters march with the C.N.D., scream at the Beatles or engage
in minor riots at seaside resorts. The youthful Red Guards showed
the same sort of vigour and indeed violence, but they were quite
obviously being encouraged by the powers that be.

It was doubtless interesting to many, and indeed rather amusing,
to see the venom of the attacks on the Soviet Embassy. Admittedly
the police restrained open violence, but the noise was great and the
abuse was vigorous. Obviously there is trouble in the Communist
camp. But what must concern Christians much more is the anti-
Christian mood of the young hooligans who defaced churches.
Clearly they represented not simply themseives but the anti-
Christian and anti-God spirit of the government.

In fact at this point, in spite of their bitter anti-Soviet polemic,
they were demonstrating how united they are even with the Russians
whom they denounce for modifying pure Marxist dogma. For about
the same time as the anti-Christian barrage in Peking, Baptist
pastors were being arrested in Russia, u'here in spite of the new
readiness to co-exist with the west-for which they are condemned
by the Chinese-there is the same implacable hatred of religion in
general and of Christianity in particular.

This is not the first time that Christians in Peking have faced
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hostility and suffering. Already one of the outstanding preachers of
China had done so. Wang Ming Tao was pastor of the largest
church in the Chinese capital. His evangelical preaching and his
clear stand for biblical truth marked him out. It was no surprise,
therefore, when he joined the long line of Christians who have
suffered for the faith. Imprisonment, with the awful Communist
torture of brain-washing, silenced the voice of a great preacher of
the Word.

How do we react to all this? It is tragically easv for Christians in
this country to forget those who are su-ffering foi Christ. We have
peace and security. We have our services. We advertise our meet-
ings. We produce our literature. In all this the possibility of
imprisonment does not even arise. Ours is a privileged position,
but it brings with it a responsibility towards other members of the
Church of God who know nothing of these blessings.

"Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that
weep." This is a clear word for the Christian. Yet how easy it is to
restrict its application to our own immediate circle, either in our
own local church or in the group of churches with which we are
associated. But fellowship in the Body of Christ knows nothing of
geography. Distance does not make a man any less a member of
Christ. The Christian in Peking is as much a brother as any believer
among the rnost intimate circle of our friends.

Yet how different is our praying. When a member of our own
family is in trouble or when some well-known Christian in our
neighbourhood is facing sorrow or loss we pray with great earnest-
ness and urgency. We cry to God on behalf of the tested one with
a deep concern. But our prayer for the suftering saints in China or
Russia is so often merely the discharge of a pious duty and so we
mention them in a rather perfunctory fashion. We are not deeply
troubled by their affiictions. We have not learned as far as they are
concerned to "weep with them that weep."

But, someone protests, it is difficult to have a deep concern for
people you have never seen, whose names you do not know and
whom you are likely never to meet in this world. Of course it is, but
this does not absolve us of responsibility. The Apostle Paul had not
met the Christians at Colosse, but he prayed for them. Nor was
his a merely formal prayer. The word he uses in Colossians 2 : 1 is
one from which we get our English word agony. He engaged in this
great "conflict" in prayer not only for them but, in his own words,"for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh."

What, then, are we to ask for as we pray for these believers?
Certainly we must echo the Lord Himself. "I pray not that thou
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shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep
them from the evil" (John 17:15). It is not deliverance from
suffering they need so much as grace to triumph in the midst of trial.
So we will pray that they may learn to rejoice in face of the scorn
and enmity of men as the Lord said His disciples should-"Blessed
are ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and say all
manner of evil against you, falsely, for my name's sake. Rejoice
and be exceeding glad." We shall pray that in the midst of suffering
they may stand firm and may commend and adorn the gospel they
profess. Indeed, we must pray, as doubtless many of them are
praying, that many a persecuting Saul, now bitterly opposed to the
suffering Stephens of Peking, may yet by God's grace become one of
whom it may be written as it was of Paul: "That he which perse-
cuted us in time past now preacheth the faith which once he
destroyed." H. M. CensoN
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Preaching The Gospel
(Acts 24: 22 and 24-27)

ERIC T. GURR

Paul had been greatly troubled in Jerusalem. He had tasted bonds,
scourging and imprisonment. The city had been full of intrigue
against him. Lies had abounded. A great tumult had been raised.
Then, because of a plot, on the part of more than 40 Jews, who
bound themselves with an oath neither to eat nor drink until thev
had killed him, he had been sent by night to Felix in Caesarea,
accompanied by 200 soldiers, 70 horsemen and 200 spearmen. The
story of his appearance before Felix illustrates, in a very remarkable
way, many aspects of the Gospel and the preaching of it, and it is
these we are now to consider.

(l) THr UNDERSTANDTNG oF rrrs Gosprl. yerse 22 paul had
preached before Ananias, the Jewish High Priest; before the Elders
of fsrael, steeped as they were in the Old Testament Scriptures, and
before a depraved heathen ruler. The same man had preached the
same message at the same time before this motley collection of
people. The suggestion of this verse seems to be that Felix, the
depraved heathen ruler, had a more perfect knowledge of the truth
of Paul's contentions than did Israel's religious leaders. He was
never converted, but he understood! This business of understand-
ing the Gospel and Christian Doctrine always amazes me. Two and
three hundred years ago, almost illiterate crofters (I think, for
example, of many of the Scottish Covenanters) had a clear under-
standing of deep doctrine. But, today, our brilliant brains are
clouded; there is a veil upon our hearts; our minds are blinded. One
thing is surely clear, the understanding of the Gospel has nothing
whatever to do with intellect or background, or Ananias and the
Elders would have understood it before Felix, and it has nothing to
do with communication, for, as has been pointed out, they all heard
it in exactly the same circumstances. The understandins of the
Gospel is a thing of the Spirit alone.

(2) TUE pRESENrArroN oF rHE Gospnr.. Verse 25. 'Ihe presenta-
tion of the Gospel is described in these words-"As he reasoned."
Whatever else this may mean, it must mean that he spoke to the
mind. In preaching the Gospel so many would have us speak simply
to the heart---emotionally. They have an appetite only for stories
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and anecdotes calculated to stir the feelings and evoke tearful
response. Let us be clear. The Gospel cannot be preached fully
without emotion. It appeals to the whole man, mind and heart and
will. But as in nature, so in Grace, the first Divine command is Let
there be light! The Gospel before all else is the presentation of
truth to the mind. It is not a testimony, although, of course, true
witness has its place. It is rather a Doctrine-a System of Truth.
Hear the word of the Old Testament, Psalm 9: 10, "They that know
Thy name will put their trust in Thee." Or, the word of the New
Testament, Hebrews 11: 6, "He that cometh to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
Him." It could be shown from this verse that it is necessary to have
an elementary knowledge and understanding of at least nine import-
ant doctrines before it is possible to come to God. "As he
reasoned." This expression also implies "discourse," the suggestion
that he reasoned at some length. We are reminded of what was said
of Peter's sermon on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:40, "And with
many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, save yourselves
from this untoward generation." How long should a sermon be?
As short as possible! But, preaching is a Divine institution. It is a
gift of the Spirit to the Church. Gospel Truth is not a thing imparted
with a conversational comment or two. A sermon is rot a fireside
chat. In true prophetic preaching the whole man preaches to the
whole man. The preacher is alive with his message, not only in his
mind and heart and tongue, but in his hands and to the very tips of
his toes. Such preaching is an exhausting business. This is some-
thing as far removed from cold lecturing as it is from ranting.

(3) Tss NATURE oF rHE Gospnr.. Verse 24b. Felix heard the
Apostle concerning the Faith in Christ. Well, what is that? On
Sunday mornings we are expected to preach to believers, and on
Sunday evenings we are expected to preach the Gospel-Faith in
Christ. When we preach the Gospel, what are we expected to say?
This before us is a Holy Spirit inspired record of a New Testament
Gospel message. It is an exposition of Faith in Christ. Paul
reasoned, we read, of righteousness and temperance and judgment
to come. How extraordinary! Not at all. It is because of our mis-
understanding of the nature of the Gospel that we think it extra-
ordinary. The Gospel is not the repetition of a formula. It is not
the presentation of an infallible saving prescription to be handed in
over the counter to some almighty chemist. It is a declaration of
the whole counsel of God. All God's Truth can be saving truth.
People are born again by the Word of God (1 Peter 1: 23).

(4) Tsn Appr,rcArroN oF rHE Gospnr,. Consider for a moment the
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congregation to which Paul preached. Felix. He had begun life as
a slave. Along with his brother, by intrigue, and by insinuating
themselves into the affections and esteem of a noble lady at court,
a corrupt court, and by sheer determination, they had risen to be
princes. As a ruler Felix was diabolically cruel. He was savagely
unjust, unfair and unkind. His hands were steeped in blood. the
assassin was in his constant employ. Tacitus writes, ..He governed
with all manner of ferocity and lust." He had no scruple in employ-
ing the basest treachery against his public and private enemies-- He
was fabulously rich. It is true that he tried to bribe paul, thinkine
he had wealthy friends, not because he lacked funds, but because oT
his avarice. His sumptuous wealth only stimulated his appetite to
increase it by all possible means. He was a most important man, and
at this time, if not later, was in high favour with the Emperor. A
word, and Paul the preacher could have been thrown to ihe lions.
A nod, and fires would be kindled to consume him bone and muscle.
Then there was Drusilla. She was exceedingly beautiful and much
younger than Felix. A great-grand-daughter-of Herocl the Great.
and a Jewess. According to her law she shouldn't have been married
to Felix at all, for he was a Gentile. But as it happened, matters
were far worse than that, for in fact she wasn't legally married to
him! The phrase in verse 24, "with his wife Drusilla" should read"with that woman Drusilla." She was the true and proper wife of
Azizus, King of Emesa. At the instigation and by the peisuasion of
one Simon a Sorcerer, she had given herself to this adulterous rela-
tionship, to be the so-called wife of the mean and servile debauchee
of Caesarea. By the expression in verse 24, "came with his wife,"
we are to understand that he was bringing her home for the first
time. This was the congregation before which paul the prisoner was
invited to preach. What was his view of the applicition of the
Gospel? We are told to-day that we must tread warily. We mustn,t
stick our necks out. We mustn't upset anyone. We must make the
Gospel attractive. We must be bright and psychological in our
approach. But Paul, at great personal peril, preached to the situa-
tion. He preached to the times. To this congregation; to these two
of all people-these two in this condition-he reasoned of riehteous-
ness, and temperance, and judgment to come. If ever therj were a
piece of pertinent sermonising it was this. One thing is clear. He had
never read "How to win friends and influence people," nor many of
the modern pamphlets and booklets on how to lead souls to Chiist.
Rev. H. N{elville, long since with the Lord, once wrote. ..The sin
wficf i9 most likely to prevail in a congregation is the sin against
which the preacher should direct most of his preaching. In this he
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will be most likely to do good, though he be most likely to give
offence: for the courtiers will sit approvingly and contentedly whilst
the vices of the merchants are lashed, and the merchants whilst those
of the courtiers; but once let a serrnon have a marked reference to
the audience and there will be uneasiness and in most cases dis-
pleasure." We are told we mustn't be personal. But, surely we have
a high regard for John Knox, Bible in hand, going to Queen Mary
and sternly upbraiding her. Paul was personal. This was how he
expounded Faith in Christ and applied the Gospel. To Felix he
reasoned of righteousness. To this corrupt and bloody briber, so
guilty of wanton slaughter and private plunder, so savagely unjust
and unfair, he spoke of these things. "Felix, I speak to you of your
duty to others; of your duty to your subjects and of your standing
with them. This is what faith in Christ involves, Felix. It involves
that which is right everywhere and always." James emphasises this,
doesn't he? Speaking of the wisdom which is from above, he says
that it is first pure. The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews shows
the importance of it in chapter 7-first righteousness. Our Lord
stresses it when He bids us to hunger and thiist after righteousness.
Oh, Paul preached to the situation and to the times. He then turned
to the two of them together and reasoned of temperance-self-
control-self-restraint-self-government. In effect he said, "f now
speak of your standing with each other. You do not belong to each
other. You sit together before me to-day in complete disregard of
the principles of temperance. This is a lustful association in which
you indulge. You gratify your intemperate passions whilst this
woman's poor husband lies dying of a broken heart back in Emesa."
Then he went on, "I cannot honestly testify to faith in Christ with-
out warning you, rulers of the people that you are, that there is a
Iudgment to come. There is an assize at which kings must appear! "

This was a terrible discourse. Felix was now the prisoner, and Paul
appeared to be judge, counsel and jury alike. Felix was fearful and
alarmed! The Great White Throne seemed to dominate the Palace
at Caesarea. The opened books were there. The Lamb's Book of
Life. Felix anxiously scanned its pages for a sight of his name, but
in vain. The eyes of flaming fire were searing his soul. The secret
things were being made known. The absolute rectitude and exact-
ness of Divine retribution were being clearly outlined. This was to
be retribution according to deeds done in the body, not according to
professions made or outward appearances. It was to be retribution
according to privileges. It would be more tolerable for some than
for others. And Felix knew himself to be a privileged man. He had
heard the Gospel and he had understood. Alexander Whyte wrote,
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"Felix sat in transfixed silence while Paul stood up before him and
plunged the two-edged sword of God's Holy Law into his guilty
conscience, till the hardened reprobate could not command him-
self." Paul was stopped! "Go thy way for this time; when I have
a convenient season I will call for thee." What more convenienr
season could there be than a season of trembling. It was when the
Philippian jailer trembled that he heard the sweet word of Grace,"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shait be saved." Felix
heard no such sweet sound. There was no balm in Gilead for his
troubled spirit. For, even as he trem.bled he ordered the preacher
to stop.

(5) Tue FATLURE oF rHE Gospsr,. The utmost faithfulness may
fail. Conversely, you cannot argue from the success of a particulai
gospel method or presentation, in attracting crowds, in appealing to
hearers, or in winning converts, that it is of necessity-the right
method, the best method, or God approved. God is gracious and
often uses that which He does not positively commend. He fulfilled
His eternal purpose through the Cross, but He did not positively
commend those who nailed His dear Son to the accursed tree. Their
hands were described in Acts 2 and in Acts 4 as "wicked hands.,,
We must go to the Bible, not only for our message, but also for our
methods. God's Will and not pragmatism must be the test. If prag-
matism is the test we must take into account the claimed succisses
of the Roman Catholics and many of the false cults. 

'Ihe 
failure of

the Gospel? Felix left off trembling! How soon we do. Some
selogs thought is aroused, but the impression quickly evaporates.
The birds of the air swoop and snatch the seed which his been
sown. Before Sunday is past hardly a morsel remains, to say nothing
of the bustle of Monday.

(6) Tna REJEsrroN oF rHE Gospnr,. Verse 26 seems to suggest
that for two years Felix showed a continuing interest in the Gospel.
His motives for wanting to hear it were warped and base and he
rejected it, but it attracted him still. The rejection of the Gospel can
go hand in hand with a continuing interest in it and wrong motives
for wanting to hear it. We are quick to condemn Felix, buiwhat are
our motives? Let us search our hearts. Are we really hungry to be
taught and fed? Do we long to grow in Grace and in the likeness of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ? Are we deeply concerned for
God's Glory; God's Glory in others who are yet bound in sin and
hastening to a Christless eternity? Or, are we simply fascinated by
it? Certain aspects of the Gospel fascinate certain people. ThL
Second Coming, for example, or the trappings of the Tabernacle
with its curtains and knobs and tassels. The preaching of the Gospel
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in 1966! As faith in Christ is expounded. As the Word reasons
with us of righteousness and self-control and judgment to come, may
we by the Spirit be led trembling to Christ! May this be our cry,
"Other refuge have I none; hangs my helpless soul on Thee." And
again, "Thou O Christ art all I want, more than all in Thee I find."
May God enlighten us, help us and lead us in the way everlasting.

We cannot expect too little from man, nor too much from God.
-Me.rrnnw HnNnv.

Wherever this Gospel. is truthfully and purely preached, there is
tlrc kingdom of Christ. The papacy errs in holding that there are
marks of the Church other than the Word. Great numbers do not
make the Churclt. lYe must look to tlrc lYord alone and judge on
the basis of that. The Church is a daughter, born of the Word; she
is not the mother of the Word.-MtprrN Lurnrn,

God's word has no place in the heart of the unregenerated man;
but the lie of the serpent has. Let the formation of man's heart be
examined, and it will be found that there is a place therein for
Satan's lie, but none whatever for the truth of God. Hence the force
of the word to Nicodemus, "Ye must be born again."

C. H. MncrrNrosH.
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ABLE TO SAVE
J. C. RYLE

HEBREWS 7 :25
"He is qble to save them to the uttermost thot come unto God

by Him, seeing that He ever riveth to make intercession 1or thei.;,
There is one subject in religion about which you can never know

too much. That subject is Jesus christ the Lord. This is trre milrrty
subject which the text that heads this page unfolds-Jesus ch;is;.
and Jesus christ's intercession. There ire three points ;ht.^h"j
propose to consider, in opening the text which headi these pages.

I.-You have here a descripiion of all true Christians: ,fr.r?* "people who come to God bv Christ.
II.-You have the work that Jesus Christ is ever carrying on on

behalf of true christians: He ever lives to make interi"rJion f-
them.

III.-You have the comfortable conclusion built by St. paul upon
christ's work of intercession. He says: "He is able to save to the
uttermost them that come unto God by Him, because He ever liveih
to make intercession for them."

I.-You have first a description of aII true christians. It is most
sjmple, most beautiful, and most true. Great is the contrast u"t*."n
the description given by the Hory Ghost of a Christian and the
description which is given by man. with man it is often .r""gr, i"
say that such a one "is a churchman," or that such u on" ..t"ior!,
to- this body of christians or to that." It is not so when the HoIt
Ghost draws the picture. The Holy Ghost describes a christian as
a man "who comes unto God by Christ."

True christians come unto God. They are not as many who turn
their backs upon Him; yho ..go into a far country,,, tike the prodi-
gal son; ryh-9 "go out," like Cain, ..from the presence of the Lord,,;
who are "alienated, strangers and enemies in their mind by;i;k";
works '(Coloss. 1 :2r). They are reconciled to God and fiiends of
Qo{. They are not as many who dislike everyrhing that betonls to
God-His Word, His day, His ordinances, Fiis pe-ople, His h;;;
They love all that belongs to their master. The-very iootptirrt. oi
His steps are dear unto them. His name is as ointment poui.Jr-til.
They are -not as many who are content with coming to "rrui.tt, ot
with coming to chapel, or with coming to the Lord s tabre. Thev
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go further ihan that. They "corne unto God," and in communion
with God they live.

But more than this, true Christians come unto God in a certain
peculiar way. They come unto God by Christ, pleading no other
plea, mentioning no other name, trusting in no other righteousness,
resting on no other foundation than this-that Jesus hath lived,
Jesus hath died, Jesus hath risen again for their souls.

"I the chief of sinners am,
But Jesus died for me."

This is the way by which the true Christian draws near to God.
The way of which I have been speaking is an old way. All that

have ever been saved have drawn near to God by this way. From
Abel, the first saint that entered Paradise, down to the last infant
that died this morning, they have all come to God only by Jesus
Christ. "No man cometh unto the Father but by Christ" (John
1 4  : 6 ) .

It is a good way. It is easy for the worldly-wise to sneer at and
ridicule it. But all the wit and wisdom of man has never devised a
way more perfect, more complete, and that will bear more
thorougly all fair and reasonable investigation. It has been to the
Jew a stumbling-block: it has been to the Greeks foolishness. But
all who have known their hearts, and understand what God
demands, have found the way made by Jesus Christ a good way,
and a way that stands the fullest examination that can be made as to
its wisdom. Therein they find justice and mercy rnet together;
righteousness and peace kissing one another; God a holy God, yet
loving, kind, and merciful; man knowing himself a poor, weak
sinner, yet drawing near to God with boldness, having access with
confidence, Iooking up into His face without fear, seeing Him in
Christ his Father and his Friend.

Not least, it is a tried way. Thousands and tens of thousands have
walked in it, and not one of all that nurnber has ever missed heaven.
Apostles, prophets, patriarchs, martyrs, early fathers, reformers,
puritans, men of God in every age, and of every people and tongue;
holy men of our own day-men like Simeon, Bickersteth, Havelock
-have all walked in this way. They have had their battles to fight,
and their enemies to contend with. They have had to carry the
cross. They have found lions in their path. They have had to walk
through the valley of the shadow of death. They have had to
contend with Apollyon. They have had to cross at last the cold
dark river. But they have walked safely through to the other side,
and entered with joy into the celestial city. And now they are all
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waiting for you and me to rvalk in their steps, to follow them, and
to share in their glory.

This is the way I rvant you to walk in. I want you to come unto
God by Jesus Christ. Let there be no mistake as to the object which
true ministers of the Gospel have in view. We are not set apart
merely to perform a certain round of ordinances. We are set apart
for the grand purpose of proclaiming the one true living way, and
inviting you to walk in it. We ought to labour day and night, until
we can persuade you, by God's blessing, to walk in that way-the
tried way, the good way, the old way-and to know the peace which
passeth all understanding, which in that way alone is to be found.

II.-I pass on now to the second point which I purpose to con-
sider. The text lvhich heads these pages, speaks of the work which
the Inrd lesus Christ is ever doing on behalf of true Christians,
I ask your special attention to this point. It is one of deep import-
ance to our peace, and to the establishment of our souls in the
Christian faith.

There is one great work which the Lord Jesus Christ has done
and finished completely. That work is the work of atonement, sacri-
fice, and substitution. It is the work which He did when He suffered
for sin, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us unto God.
He saw us ruined by the fall-a world of poor, lost, shipwrecked
sinners. He saw and He pitied us; and in compliance with the ever-
lasting counsels of the Eternal Trinity, He came down to the world,
to suffer in our stead, and to save us. He did not sit in heaven pity-
ing us from a distance. He did not stand upon the shore and see the
wreck, and behold poor drovrning sinners struggling in vain to get
to shore. He plunged into the waters Himself. He came off to the
wreck, and took part with us in our rveakness and infirmity, becom-
ing a man to save our souls. As man, He bore our sins and carried
our transgressions. As man, He endured all that men can endure,
and went through everything in man's experience, sin only excepted.
As man He lived. As rnan He went to the cross. As man He died.
As man He shed His blood, in order that He might save us, poor
shipwrecked sinners! and establish a communication between earth
and heaven. As man, He became a curse for us, in order that He
might bridge the gulf, and make a way by which you and I might
draw near to God with boldness, and have access to God without
fear. In all this work of Christ, remember, there was infinite merit,
because He who did it was not only man but God. Let that never be
forgotten. He who wrought out our redemption was perfect man;
but He never ceased for a moment to be perfect God.

But there is another sreat work which the Lord Jesus Christ is
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yet doing. That work is the work of intercession. The first work He
did once for all. Nothing can be added to it; nothing can be taken
away from it. It was a finished, perfect work, when Christ oftered
up the sacrifice upon the cross. No other sacrifice need be offered,
beside the sacrifice once made by the Lamb of God, when He shed
His own blood at Caivary. But the second work He is ever carrying
on at the right hand of God, where He makes intercession for His
people. The frrst work He did on earth when He died upon the
cross. The second work He carries on in heaven, at the right hand
of God the Father. The first work He did for all mankind, and
offers the beneflt of rt to all the world. The second work He carries
on and accomplishes solely and entirely on behalf of His own elect,
His people, His servants, and His children.

Our Lord Jesus Christ is doing for His people the work which the
Jewish high-priest of old did on behalf of the Israelites. He is acting
as the manager, the representative, the mediator in all things between
His people and God. He is ever obtaining daily supplies of fresh
mercy and of fresh grace for His poor, weak servants, who need
daily mercy for daily sins, and daily grace for daily necessities. He
ever prays for them. As He prayed for Simon Peter upon earth, so
I believe Ftre prays for His people now. He presents their names
before God the Father. He carries their names upon His heart, the
place of love, and upon Ftris shoulders, the place of power-as the
high-priest carried the names of all the tribes of fsrael, from the least
to the greatest, when he wore his robes of office. He presents their
prayers before God. They go up before God the Father mingled
with Christ's all-prevailing intercession, and so are acceptable in
God's sight. He lives, in one word, to be the friend, the advocate,
the priest, the all-prevailing agent, of all who are His members here
upon earth. As their elder brother He acts for them, and all that
their souls require, He, in the court of heaven, is ever carrying on.

Does any reader of this book need a friend? ln such a world as
this, how many hearts there are which ought to respond to that
appeal. IIow many there are who feel "I stand alone." How many
have found one idol broken after another, one staft failing after
after another, one fountain dried after another, as they have travelled
through the wilderness of this world. If there is one who wants a
friend, let that one behold at the right hand of God an unfailing
friend, the Lord Jesus Christ. Let that one repose his aching head
and weary heart upon the bosom of that unfailing friend, Jesus
Christ the Lord. There is one living at God's right hand of match-
less tenderness. There is one who never dies. There is one who
never fails, never disappoints, never forsakes, never changes His
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mind, never breaks off friendship. That One, the Lord Jesus, I
commend to all who need a friend. No one in a world like this, a
fallen world, a world which we find more and more barren, it may
be, every year we live-no one ever need be friendless while the
Lord Jesus Christ lives to intercede at the right hand of God.

Does any reader of this book need a priest? There can be no true
religion without a priest, and no saving Christianity without a con-
fessional. But who is the true priest? Where is the true confes-
sional? There is only one true priest-and that is Christ Jesus the
Lord. There is only one real confessional-and that is the throne
of grace where the Lord Jesus waits to receive those who come to
Him to unburden their hearts in His presence. We can find no better
priest than Christ. We need no other priest. Why need we turn to
any priest upon earth, while Jesus is sealed, anointed, appointed,
ordained, and commissioned by God the Father, and has an ear
ever ready to hear, and a heart ever ready to feel for the poor sinful
sons of men? The priesthood is His lawful prerogative. He has
deputed that office to none. Woe be to any one upon earth who
dares to rob Christ of His prerogative! Woe be to the man who
takes upon himself the office which Christ holds in His own hands,
and has never transferred to any one born of Adam upon the face
of the globe!

I charge you solemnly, never to lose sight of this mighty truth of
the Gospel-the intercession and priestly office of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. I believe that a firm grasp of this truth is one
great safeguard against the errors of the Church of Rome. I believe
that losing sight of this great truth is one principal reason why so
many have fallen away from the faith in some quarters, have for-
saken the creed of their Protestant forefathers, and have gone back
to the darkness of Rome. Once firmly established upon this mighty
truth-that we have a priest, an altar, and a confessor, that we have
an unfailing, never-dying, ever-living Intercessor, who has deputed
His office to none-and we shall see that we need turn aside
nowhere else. We need rrot hew for ourselves broken cisterns that
can hold no water, when we have in the Lord Jesus Christ a fountain
of living water, ever flowing and free to all. We need not seek any
human priest upon earth, when we have a divine Priest living for us
in heaven.

Beware of regarding the Lord Jesus Christ only as one that is
dead. Here, I believe, many greatly err. They think much of His
death, and it is right that they should do so. But we ought not to
stop short there. We ought to remember that He not only died, and
went to the grave, but that He rose again, and ascended up on high,
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leading captivity captive. We ought to remember that He is now
sitting on the right hand of God, to do a work as real, as true, as
important to our souls" as the work which He did when He shed
His blood. Christ lives, and is not dead. He lives as truly as any
one of ourselves. Christ sees us, hears us, knows us, and is acting
as a Priest in heaven on behalf of His believing people. The thought
of His life ought to have as great and important a place in our souls
as the thought of His death upon the cross.

ilI.-I will now speak, in the third place, of the comfortable con-
clusions that the Apostle builds upon the everlasting intercession ol
the Lord Jesus Christ We need much comfort and consolation in a
world like this. It is no easy matter for a man to carry the cross and
reach heaven. There are many enemies to be countered and over-
come. We have often to stand alone. We have at the best times few
with us and many against us. We need cordials and strong consola-
tion to sustain and cheer us, and to preserve us from fainting on the
way as we travel from Egypt into Canaan. The Apostle appears
deeply conscious of all this in the words he uses. He says-"He is
able to save to the uttermos{"-f6 save perfectly, to save completely,
to save eternally-"all that come unto God by Him, because He
ever liveth to make intercession for them."

I might say much on the glorious expression which is before you.
But I forbear. I will only point out a few of the thoughts which
ought to arise in our minds when we hear of Christ's ability to save
to the uttermost. I have not space to dwell on them at length. I
rather throw them out as suggestions to supply matter for private
nreditation.

l. Think for one thing, that Christ is able to save to the utter-
most, notwithstanding the old sins of any believer. Those old sins
shall never rise again, nor stand up to condemn the child of God.
For what says the Scripture-"Christ hath not entered into the holy
place made with hands, but into heaven itself, to appear in the
presence of God for us" (Heb. 9 : 24). Christ, to use a legal phrase,
is ever making an appearance in the court of heaven on behalf of
them that believe in Him. There is not a year, nor a month, nor a
day, nor an hour, nor a minute, but there is One living in the presence
of God, to make an appearance there on behalf of all the saints.
Christ is ever appearing before God the Father on behalf of the
men and women that believe in Him. His blood and His sacrifice
are ever in God's sight. His work, His death, His intercession, are
always sounding in God the Father's ears.

I remember reading a story in ancient history which may help to
illustrate the truth on which I am now dwelling. It is the story of

i

I

I
I
I
I
I

,l

I



448 The Gospel M'agazinc

one who was put upon trial for a capital charge at Athens, shortly
after the great battle of Marathon. In that famous battle the
Athenians had preserved, by their valour, liberty for their little'State, against the mighty hosts of the Persians; and among those
who had distinguished themselves greatiy, the brother of the prisoner
was one, and had been sorely wounded in the fight. The man was
put upon his trial. The evidence against him was strong and un-
answerable. There seemed no chance of the prisoner escaping
condemnation. Suddenly there came forward one who asked to be
heard on his behalf. And who was he? It was his own brother. When
he was asked what evidence he had to give, or what reason he had
to show why the prisoner at the bar ought not to be found guilty, he
simply lifted up his mutilated arms-nothing but stumps-the hands
completely cut off, the wounded stumps alone remaining. He was
recognised as a man who at the battle of Marathon had done prodi-
gies of valour, and in the service of the State had lost his hands. By
those wounds he had helped to win the victory which was then ring-
ing in Athenian ears. Those wounds were the only evidence he
brought forward. Those wounds were the only plea he advanced
why his brother ought to be let go free, and sentence ought not to
be passed upon him. And the story states that for the sake of those
wounds-for the sake of all his brother had suffered, the prisoner
was acquitted. The case was dismissed at once, and the prisoner
obtained his liberty. In like manner the wounds of the Lord Jesus
Christ are ever before God the Father. The nail-prints in His hands
and feet-the marks of the spear in His side-the thorn-marks upon
His forehead-the marks of all that He suffered as a Lamb slain,
are ever before God the Father in heaven. While Christ is in heaven,
the believer's sins will never rise in judgment against him. Think not
with fear upon those old sins of yours, my believing brother or
sister. Christ lives, and those old sins will not condemn you. We
have an ever-living ever-interceding Priest. Christ is not dead but
alive.

2. Think again, that Christ is able tO save to the uttermost, not-
withstanding all the present weakness of His believing people. How
great that weakness is, time would fail me to show. There are many
of God's children who know their heart's bitterness, who bewail
with strong crying and tears their shortcomings, their unprofitable-
ness, and the scanty fruit they bring forth. But oh! my beloved
reader, take comfort in the words of St. John: "If any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father"-ever present with the Father-"Jesus Christ the righteous: and He is the propitiation for our sins',
(l John 2 : 1). Those weaknesses may well humble thee. Those
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infirmities may well make thee walk softly before thy God. But
while the Lord Jesus Christ lives, those infirunities need not make
thee entirely despair. We have an ever-living, ever-interceding Priest.
Christ is not dead but alive.

3. Think again, that Jesus Christ is able to save to the uttermost,
nolwithsta:nding all the trials thai believers have to go through.
Hear what the Apostle Paul says to Timothy: "I sufier . . . neverthe-
less I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto
Him against that day" (1 Tim. 1 : 1). So long as Jesus Christ lives,
the believer in the Lord Jesus Christ may be assured that no afllic-
tion shall be allowed to break off the union between him and his
risen Head. He may suffer greatly and be sorely tried. But while
Christ lives he shall never be forsaken. Neither poverty, nor sick-
ness, nor bereavements, nor separation, shall ever separate Jesus
and His believing people. We have an ever-living, ever-interceding
Priest. Christ is not dead but alive.

4. Think again, that Christ is able to save to the uttermost, not-
withstanding all the persecwtions that believers have to go through.
See what is said of St. Paul, when he met with much opposition at
Corinth. We are told that the Lord stood by him in the night, and
said, "Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace; for f am
vrith thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee, for I have much
people in this city" (Acts 18 : 10). Remember what He said to St.
Paul at a former time, when He met him on the way to Damascus,
"Saul, Saul, why persecutest thav Me?" (Acts 9 :4). Every injury
done to the believer is an injury done to the living Head in heaven.
And every persecution showered down upon the head of the poor
child of God here, is known, felt, and, I may add, with all reverence,
resented, by our Great Elder Brother, who is ever living to make
intercession for us. Christ lives, and therefore believers, though
persecuted, shall not be destroyed. "In all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him that loved us" (Rom. 8: 37). We have
an ever-living, ever-interceding Priest. Christ is not dead but alive.

5. Think again, that Christ is able to save to the uttermost, not-
witlrtanding all the temptations of the devil. Remember that
famous passage in the Gospel of St. Luke, where our Lord, speaking
to St. Peter, says, "Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for thee that
thy faith fail not" (Luke 12 : 32). Prayer like that is still carried on.
Those words were spoken as an emblem of what the Lord is ever
doing on behalf of His believing people. Satan, the prince of this
world, is ever going about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may
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devour. But christ lives, and blessed be God, while christ lives
satan shall not be able to overcome the soul that believes on Him.
we have an ever-living, ever-interceding priest. christ is not clead
but alive.

6. Think again, that Christ is able to save to the utterm ost, not_
withstanding the sting of death, and all that death brinss with it.
When David remembered that, he said, ..Though I walk ti'rough the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou arI with
me; thy rod and thy staft comfort me', (psalm 23 :4\. you and I
may die, but Christ still lives. The hour may come when friends can
do us no more good when faithful servants ian no lonser minister to
our wants, when all that love, and kindness, and affec'lion can do to
alleviate pain and make the last journey pleasant, can no longer
render any service to us. But then the thought that Christ liveJ-
ltlr]st interceding, Christ caring for us, Chriit at the right hand of
God for us-ought to cheer us. The sting of death will belaken away
from the man that leans upon a dying and also a living Savioui.
christ never dies. Through faith in that living Saviour weihall have
a complete victory. We have an ever-living, ever-interceding priest.
Christ is not dead but alive.

7. Think again, that Christ is able to save to the uttermost, not-
withstanding the terrors I the judgment day. Mark how St. paul
rests upon that in the 8th chapter of the Epistle to the Romans, in
that wonderful conclusion to that wonderful chapter-a chapter
unrivalled in the Word of God for privilege, beginning with i,no
condemnation" and concluding with "no separation! " Observe how
he dwells upon Christ's intercession in connection with the judgment
of the last day. After saying, "Who shall lay anything to tire charge
of God's elect? It is God that justifieth," he goes on-..Who is [e
that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, rather that is risen
again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter-
cession for us." The thought of Christ's intercession, no less than
His dying and rising again, was one ground of the Apostle paul's
confidence in looking forward to the great day. His strong consola-
tion was the recollection of a living Christ . That consolation is for
us as weil as for St. Paul. We have an ever-living, ever-interceding
Priest. Christ is not dead but alive.

8. Think, lastly, and above all, that Christ is able to save to the
uttermost throughout all eternity. "I am He," He says, "that liveth
and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore" (Rev. l:18).
The root of the believer never dies, and the branches, therefore, shall
never die. Christ being "raised from the dead, dieth no more; death
hath no more dominion over Him" (Rom. 6 :9). He lives, that all
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who trust in Him may receive hcnour and glory to all eternity; and
because He lives, His believing people shall never die. "Because

I live," to use His own rvords, "ye shall live also" (John 14 : 19).
We have an ever-living, ever-interceding Priest. Christ is not dead
but alive.

Would you know the security for the perseverance of God's own
peopie? Would you know why it is that Christ's sheep shall never
perish, and none shall ever pluck them out of His hand? It is a
miraculous thing. When you look at the believer's heart, listen to
the believer's prayers, mark the believer's confessions-when you
see how a man may fall, sometimes seven times-when you see,
with all this, the believer's perseverance, it is a marvel indeed. To
caffy a candle upon a stormy night, when winds and gusty blasts
are blowing frorn every quarter-io carry it still burning, steadily
burning, along the street-this is a wonderful achievement. To go
over a stormy sea in a little boat, to mount billow after billow, and
not see the waves breaking over the boat, and overturning it-this is
well-nigh a miracle. To see a little chitrd tottering along the crowded
street, a child some three or four years old-to see it tottering on
and making its way in safety, from one end of a long street to the
other-this is a mighty marvel. But after all, what is this but the
life, and history, and experience of every true Christian? Though
he falls, he rises again; though he is cast down, he is not destroyed.
He goes on from one position to another, like the moon upon a
stormy night, plunging from one cloud into another, yet by and by
shining out again and walking in brightness. What is the secret of it
all? It is the continual intercession of a mighty Friend at the right
hand of God; a Friend that never slumbers and never sleeps-a
Friend who cares for the believer morning, noon, and night. The
intercession of Christ is the secret of the perseverance of the
Christian.

You would do well to study the words of the Apostle in the 5th
chapter of Romans: "Much more then," he says, "being now justi-
fied by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him; for
if when we were enemies we were reconciled by the death of His
Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life."
Mark the connection: "Being already justified by His death, we shall
be saved"-and saved by what? "By His life," by His ever living to
make intercession for us. Wise and beautiful is the comparison
made by that master of allegory, John Bunyan, in the "Pilgrim's

Progress." He lells us bow Christian was taken into the Inter-
preter's house, and how the Interpreter showed him many things
wonderful and instructive. In one place he took him into a room
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where there was a fire burning, and showed him one ever pouring
water upon that fire, and yet the water did not quench ftre nre.
However much water he poured on, still the fire went on burning
steadily. Then said the Interpreter, ..Knowest thou what this
means?" When Christian did not know, he took him behind the
fire, and showed him one pouring on oil out of a vessel. This oil
fed the fire, and made it burn rnore fiercely, notwithstanding all the
water that was poured upon it. Then the Interpreter told him that
this was a picture of Jesus christ's intercession. That fire was the
fire of grace in the believer's heart. He that poured on the water
was the enemy of souls, the devil. Buf. He thit poured on the oil,
standing behind the fire, was the Lord Jesus Cfrist, who bv con-
tinual intercession and the supply of His Spirit, secretly and unre"n
by man, kept alive His own work in the believer's heart. and did not
allow Satan and all his agents to get a victory over him.

_ Would you know the secret of the believer's boldness in prayer?
It is a marvel how a man that feels his sin so deeply as the LeHever
d_oes, can speak wittr the confidence the believei irequently does.
How one that acknowledges he is vrretched, miserable, poor, blind,
naked, ruined, undone-who often does what he oughf not to do,
and leaves undone what he ought to do, and finds no health in him
-how such a one as this can go before Go<l with confidence, pour
out his heart before FIim freely, ask from IIim what he requires
day after day and not feel afraid-this is wonderful indeed. What
is the secret of it? It is the intercession of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, whereby the true Christian knows his prayers are made
acceptable, and received in the court of heaven. What is the
believer's prayer in itself? A poor, weak thing, unlit to rise above
the ground. I know nothing it is more like than a bank-note without
the signature in the corner. Nothing at all. Once get a few words, a
very few letters, traced in ink upon the corner of ttiat bank-note, and
that which was a piece of waste paper a few moment before becomes
worth, it may be, many hundred pounds, through the signature
being attached to it. So it is with the intercession of Christ. He
signs,,endors99, an! presents the believer's petitions, and through
His all-prevailing intercession they are heard on high, and briig
down blessings upon the Chrisiian's soul.

Would you know the secret of daily comfort in all the toil and
business, and distractions we have to go throu_eh? We all know that
they who have to do work in any secular calling, find the work often-
times a sore burden to their souls. oftentimei in the nrorning they
feel, "How can I get through this day without a defiled consc-ienci
without being sorely troubied and tempted to forget my God?';
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How shall a man get through the day with comfort, fill his office in
the world, do his duty in the position to which God has called
him? kt him lay hold upon the intercession of Jesus Christ. Let
him grasp the great thought, that Christ not merely died for him, but
rose again, and still lives for him.

There is a story recorded of one who lived some 200 years ago-
a man well known in his day and generation-a rnan who left behind
a character as pure and unsullied as any one who fell in the unhappy
Commonwealth wars-I allude to the great Lord Falkland. It is
recorded of Lord Falkland during the Commonwealth wars, when
he was often engaged in duties from morning till night, that a
common prayer of his before leaving his tent was something of this
kind, "Lord, I am going this day to do the duty whereunto I am
called. I may sornetimes forget Thee. tr cannot have my thoughts
at all times as fully fixed upon Thee as I wish. But, Lord, if I this
day forget Thee, do not Thou forget me." This is the thought that
every believer should lay hold upon who has much to do in the
business of this world. Rising from his bed in the morning, going
from his roorn every morning, ieaving his house every morning, let
him bear in mind, "There is One living in heaven who intercedes for
me, while I am following my lawful calling. Although I may be
absorbed in business, and obliged to give up all the powers of my
poor weak mind to it, still there lives One who never forgets me."
He may say, as Lord Falkland said, "Lord if I this day forget Thee,
do not Thou forget me."

I-ast of all, would you know the secret of comfort in looking
forward to that heaven whereunto every believer desires to go?
I believe there are few children of Gcd who do not sometimes feel
anxious, troubled, and cast down, when they think quietly about the
eternal habitation towards which they are travelling. The nature of
it, the manner of it, the employments of it, their cwn apparent
unfitness and unmeetness for it, will sometimes perplex their minds.
These thoughts will sometimes come across the believer's mind,
especially in times of sickness, filling him with heaviness, and
making his heart sink. Now I know no remedy against these
thoughts to be compared to the recollection of the continual inter-
cession of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Christ is gone into
heaven to be the forerunner of a people who are to follow after
Him. He is gone to prepare a place for them: and the place where-
unto He goes is the place whereto His people are to go by and by.
When they go there they will find all things made readyt a place for
every one, and a fitting and proper place, too, through the inter-
cession of their Lord and Saviour. There never will be a time when
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their old sins-the sins of their youth and their backslidings-their
wickedness before conversion-their profligacy, it may be, before
the grace of God carne into their hearts-there never will be a day
r.l 'hen all these sins shall come up against them, and make them feei
abashed and ashamed in heaven. Christ will be in the midst.
Christ will ever be interceding. Where Christ is, there His people
will be. Where He lives, His perfect merit, His spotless righieous-
ness, His intercession, will make them perfect in the sight-of God
the Father. They will stand in heaven seen in Christ, clothed in
Christ, members of Christ, part of Christ, and so will possess a firm
and solid and eternal title to the eternal joys which shall be here-
after.

I will now conclude this subject by a few words of application to
all into whose hands it may fall. IVfy heart's desire and prayer to
God is, that the words I have been writing may yet beai fiuit in
your soul. In order that they may do so, I offer a few words of
faithful and affectionate application.

l. I would olJer counsel first to all who are anxious and troubled
respecting their soul's salvation, and yet know not what to do. If
you are such a person, I charge you and entreat you, I beseech you
and invite you to corne into the way of which I have been speaking
in these pages. I beseech you to come to God by the old anO trieO
way, the way of faith in Jesus Christ. Draw near to Gocl pleading
the name of Jesus. Begin this very day to cry mightily unto God in
the name of Jesus on behalf of your soul. Say not you have any-
thing to plead for yourself. You have nothing to plead. your life,
your thoughts, your ways, all alike condemn you. Say nothing about
yourself but this-that you are a sinner, a great sinner, a guilty
sinner, a condemned sinner; but because you are a sinner, you turn
to God. Come to Him in the name of Jesus, saying you have heard
that through Jesus a sinner may come near Him. Tell Him that you
are a sinner, a great sinner, and an unworthy one. But tell Him that
you come in the faith of His promises, in the confidence of His own
Bible invitation; and in the name of Jesus, and for the sake of
Jesus, and on account of Jesus, you ask to be received, heard,
pardoned, forgiven, and accepted. Tell Him that you wish to have
your name-even that name of yours connected hitherto with world-
liness, thoughtlessness, carelessness, and sin-added to the list of
God's dear children.

Will you say that you are afraid to come to God? your fear is
needless. You shall not be cast out if you will but come in the way
of faith in Christ. Our God is not "an austere man.', Our Father
in heaven is full of mercy, lovq and grace. I yield to none in desire

l
I
I
i
I



The Goipel Magazine

to exalt the love, mercy and tenderness of God the Father. I will
not concede, for one moment, that what is called an evangelical
rninistry, will not magnify the mercy, love, and compassion of God
the Father as much as any ministry on earth. We know that God is
holy. We know He is just. We believe that He can be angry with
them that go on still in sin. But we also believe that to those who
draw near to Him in Christ Jesus, He is most merciful, most loving,
and most tender, most compassionate. We tell you that the cross of
Jesus Christ was the result and consequence of that love. The cross
was not the cause and reason of God's mercy, but the result and
consequence of the everlasting love of God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghost, towards a poor,lost, and bankrupt world.
Draw near in faith by that living way, Christ Jesus, to the Father.
Think not for a moment-the unworthy thought shall never prove
true-that so drawing near to God the Father by Christ, God the
Father will not receive you. He will receive you gladly. As the
father did to the prodigal son when he ran to meet him, fell on his
neck and kissed him, so will God the Father do to that soul that
draws near to Him in the name of Christ.

2. In the next place, I would cheer those readers who have walked
in the way of God, and yet are afraid of falling. Why should you
be afraid? What should make you fear? What should make you
suppose that you shall ever be allowed to fall away, while Jesus
Christ lives at the right hand of God to make intercession for you?
All the power of the Lord Jesus Christ is pledged upon your behalf'
He has undertaken to care for all the flock that God the Father has
committed into His hand. He will care for it. He has cared for it.
He went to the cross for it. He died for it. He is ever at the right
hand of God, and has not ceased to care for it. Every member of
that flock-the rveakest, the feeblest member of that flock-is
equally dear to the Lord and Saviour, and none shall pluck the least
of Christ's sheep out of God's hand. Can you siop the tides of the
sea, and make them not rise at your command? Can you make the
waters stay when the tide begins to fall? Can you prevent the sun
in heaven going down in the west, or prevent the same sun from
rising tomorrow morning in the east? You cannot do it; the thing
is impossible. And all the power of devils, all the power of the
world, and all the enemies of the Christian, shall not be able to
pluck out of the hand of Jesus Christ one single soul who has been
brought by the Spirit's teaching to true union with Christ, and fot
whom Jesus Christ intercedes. The days of Christ's weakness have
passed away. He was "crucified through weakness," and was weak
on our account when He went to the cross. The days of His weak'
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ness are over. The days of His power have begun. pilate shall no
more condemn Him. I{e shall come to condemn pilate. All nower
is His in heaven and earth, and that power is engaged on belialf of
His believing people.

3. Finally let me gladden all believers who read this book, bv
reminding them that Christ is yet to come again. The Great Higit
Priest is yet to come forth from the Holy of Holies, to bless all t[e
people who have believed on Him. One part of His work He did
when He died upon the cross. Another part of F{is work He is still
doing-interceding for us at God's right hand. But the third part of
the High Priest's office remains yet to be done. He has yet to come
forth from the Holy of Holies as the high-priest did on the day of
atonement-to come forth from within the veil to bless the people.
That part of Christ's rvork is yet to corne. He is now gone into
heaven itself. He is within the Holy of Holies. He is gone behind
the veil. But our Great High Friest-a greater one thin Aaron-
shall yet come forth one day. He shall come in power and great
glory. He shall come as He left the world, when He went up in the
clouds of heaven. He shall come to gather frcm the north and from
the south, from the east and from the west, all who have loved His
name and confessed Him before men-all who have heard His voice
and followed Him. He shall gather them together into one happy
company. 'Ihere shall be no more weakness, and no more sorrow-
no more parting, and no more separation-no more sickness, and
no more death-no more disputing, and no more controversy-no
more fishting with the world, the flesh" and devil-and, best of all,
no.more sin. That day shall be a happy day indeed, when the High
Priest comes forth to do the third, last part of His work-to bless
His beiieving people.

"He that testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22 :20).
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Money And Its Use
For God

W. OLNEY

How seldom do we fully and rightly recognise the position in
which we, as the creatures of God's power anO will, stand in the
sight of our creator! Placed in this beautiful world. with everv
bodily comfort supplied, with our hands filled with wealth and oui
barns stored with plenty, we too often dream of full possession
bequeathed to us from our ancestors, and forget that we are but
God's stewards, of whorn a strict account will be required. The first
duty of a steward is to use the possessions in his charge so that they
may yield the fullest profit a.d benefit to his master. rs a forest
given to his keeping? then he must see that the iand is not over-
burdened with useless produce, that each part of the domain receives
its right and proper attention, that the estite is properly valued, anc.
that the surplus timber is sold at the best mart ei. Sb should we,
whether acquiring, saving or spending our wealth, lay everything
out to the best advantage of our Master. Amongst the early
christians these personal considerations were scarcely r.eeded. Their
one common treasury served not only for the maintenance of the
whole church, but found aid and assistance for the service of God
as occasion required. True, our needs, or rather the needs of the
gospel and its glorious cause, have increased with the erowth of
years, and this should be an additional reason for our giiing.

In order to be orthodox we r,vill take a text which shall be the
representative of all wealth throughout the civilised world, viz.,o'Money," and to be further orthodox, we will take for the five
heads of our sermon the letters which compose the word.

I. First, then, the letter "M." M stands for Method. The best
manner of giving to the Lord is certainly by method. But we shall
be asked-What method would you recommend? At a Missionary
meeting some years back, the following three resolutions were
9ar1!ed unanimously: 1, That every one should give something.
2,That every one should give cheerfully. 3, That every one should
give as God had prospered him."Every one to give something." "fJnion is strength,', and ..all"
can easily accomplish what a "few" would be unable to perform."England expects every nran to do his duty," and God expects no
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less. Do not say that some gifts are too insignificant to be counted.
It requires an immense number of small bricks to build a large
house. Nature teaches us not to despise little things. A few drops
of rain and dew on the hillside produce the little rivulet; the
rivulet, meeting in its course cornpanion rills, becomes a stream, and
the stream with similar conjunction swells into the mighty river,
which empties itself into the ocean. "All at it and always at it," is
the proper rnethod of aiding the cause of God.

"Every one to give cheerfully." "The Lord loveth a cheerful
giver." There is no State compulsion to make us give, no external
or moral force is employed, and it is only a voluntary gift that can
be acceptable to God. What an example in this respect do the
Israelites set us! When the Tabernacle was to be set up in the
wilderness, the question was asked where the material should come
from! And to meet this difficulty, the men, women and children,
unsolicited and unasked, brought their choicest and best ornaments
and laid them at the feet of Moses and Aaron, to be used for the
service of God. A preacher once classed the congregation before
him as follows: I , Those whose hearts seemed as hard as stone, and
out of whom it was almost impossible to wring a penny for the
cause of God; 2, Those who, like sponges, would only give when
pressed and squeezed a great deal; 3, Those who were like vessels
overflowing, who were always ready to give when required, and who
had learnt the Saviour's lesson-"It is more blessed to give than to
receive."

"To give according as the Lord has prospered us." This is the
method approved by God in the Jewish dispensation, when He
appointed tithes, first-fruits, etc. There are some people up to the
present time, who give to the Lord a certain sum each year in
proporiion to their incornes. Has God prospered our trade, or our
family, or our connection, then let us give to Him a portion of that
wealth He has so lovingly lent us. It is the strong man who is able
to bear the heaviest loads, and it should be the richest man who
gives the largest donations. A method like this makes giving easy'
and it is this method which originated and now supports the weekly
offering.

II. We now come to our second head, viz., "O." I think this
letter should remind us of our Obligations to the Lord. How much
owest thou thy Lord, Christian? Let us think for a moment of His
mercies. Can you reckon them up? They are as numerous as the
pulsations of our hearts, as the seconds into which time is divided.
The ordinary mercies of this life, to which we owe our existence; the
special gifts which we all receive at His hand, and above all, the gift

I
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of His Son; the sufferings which that Holy One endured; the salva-
tion which was wrought out for us. Who can rightly or sufficiently
understand the ,ereat obligations under which we are laid? And as
the warm beams of the rising sun draw up the dew and moisture
which have been diffused over the earth, so should the days of love
and mercy, which descend upon us from our God, attraci our gifts
and graces in voluntary adherence towards Himself. A miniiter
lately observed that collectors for the Lord's cause were often called"beggars." "Beggars! " said he, "do you imagine that the Eternal
God will beg of you? Think you that a God who can with a word
create a world, will supplicate favours at your hands-a creature of
His power! " So it is. If men would more often remember their
obligations to the Most High, there would be fewer ,'patrons,, of
charity and more " pleaders" for the same.

Before we leave this head let me ask of my readers not to abuse
the. letter "O" by raising "Objections," but to seek and improve
their "Opportunities" for doing good.

III. We have arrived at the letter "N," which surely means"Now." There's no time like the present. You with money in your
pockets, use it for God before you lose it in the world. ..The present
is ours, the future is God's." The Bible says that ..Now is the
accepted time, now is the day of salvation." And surely we can say
the same concerning "giving to His cause." Life, the present, today,
now, "is the time to serve the Lord." A poor minister called upon
a rich merchant and asked for a small donation, which was imme-
diately granted. But before the minister left, the merchant received
a letter announcing the total loss of one of his largest ships. He
asked the minister for his cheque back, saying his wealth was de-
parting. Then, tearing it up, he wrote one for four times the
amount, saying, "I must use my money for God now, while He
allows me to retain any."

IV. Our fourth head is "E'o and this letter should remind us what
we do for God must be done "Earnestly." "Life is real, life is
earnest," and there is no stopping the moments as they fly into the
past. We must have no half-heartedness in God's service. We must
give from love to the cause, and an earnest desire for the promotion
of Christ's work on the earth. The devil is in earnest. We know it
by his activity, perseverance and skill. The world is earnest in its
business, pleasures, and pursuits. "Life is earnest, passing by, Death
is earnest, drawing nigh"; and shall we, who have on our hands and
hearts so glorious a cause, be trifling or uninterested? David was
earnest in his desire to build the temple. It grieved him that the ark
of God should dwell inside curtains. Oh that we too mav have a
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holy grief when we see God's cause standing still, and whether in
giving money or lending ourselves for Christ, may we be always in
earnest, so as to become like David, "Men after God's own heart."

V. Now for our last head, the letter "y." Remember that all this
talk about_giving to the Lord's cause applies to you.,, God has
delegated the work of preaching and promoting th! gospel, not i;
the world, but to the church, and to you as a membir bt it. ft i,
your particular and important work, and if you neglect it, you are
neglecting a solemn office with which God has clarged you. Is
n]oney required for the cause? then we come to you {s the chosen
channel of God's bounty. There are no exempti;ns from this list.
The "You" includes each member of Christ,s church. The pastor
should lead the van. "Minister of God, the work of devotin! your
all to christ, should be the very aim and object of your existince."
Church officers, teachers, church members, to every one of you
comes the appeal, the personal appeal. Father of a fimily, ,un" up
for old age and the exigencies of life if you will, but do not yoi
lorget to give to God's cause even as He hath prospered you.
Remember how at the rebuilding of Jerusarem each man haa to
work at that part of the wall which was over against his own house.
Do not let your work be neglected, and do iot you, whoever you
may be, incur the dread sentence given to an unprofitable servant!
As the little sunday-school boy said, as he hurried to the Missionarv
meeting, you have a share in the concern, surely then you ought to
take a personal interest in the working of the same.
_ ,Giving to the Lord is a great privii'ege; may we use it as such!
May we ever remember that precious saviour who gave Himself for
us! May we ever be preserved if riches increase, from settins our
hearts upon them! What a miserable creature is a selfish'man,
living neither for his God nor for his fellow creatures!

"That man may last, but never lives,
Who much receives but nothing gives,
Whom none can love, whom none can thank,
Creation's blot, Creation's blank.
But he who marks his radiant way
In deeds of love from day to day,
Treads the same path the Saviour trod,
The path to glory and to God."

From The Sword and the Trowel, 1g67.

r
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Doctrinal Definitions
THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

HIS GLORY

PAUL TUCKER

One of the biggest subjects in the Bible is THE GLORY OF
GOD. The first question in the Westminster Shorter Catechism is"What is the chief end of man?" And the answer is ..Man's chief
end is to glorify God and enjoy Him for ever." Man should glorify
and enjoy God because He is such a resplendent Beins. Theie arl
literally hundreds of references in Scripture Lo the Giory of God.
God the Father is glorious (Phil. 2 : I l). God the Son is glorious
(John I : 14). God the Holy Spirit is glorious (t Fet. a : Al 2 Cor.
3 :8,  R.S.V.).

I. THE GLORY OF GOD DEFINED.

God's glory is twofold as to its character.
(a) His intrinsic, essential glory. This is what He is in Himself. It

is the sum total of all His attributes, the incommunicable and the
communicable. All that God is in Himself as the Supreme Being
constitutes His glory. Glory is as essential to God, as light and heat
to the sun. "Glory is the sparkling of Deity . . . God cannot be
without it." A king is still a man without his royal robes and crown,
but God cannot be God without His glory. God's very life lies in
His glory. This glory is boundless. It can receive no addition
because it is infinite. God is "most tender" of it. Isa. 4g : l l and
42 :8. God will give temporal blessings and spiritual blessings, but
His intrinsic glory He will not share. Pharaoh gave Joseph his ring
and golden chain, but He would not part with his throne (Gen.
4l :40). God will do much for His people, but in the throne of His
glory He remains forever greater. There are no less than eieht
Hebrew words for "glory." The one most prominently used is"kabod" which means "weight" or "heaviness." See 2 Cor. 4:17
for a similar idea. The more weight of gold (carats) a ring has, the
greater its value. God's glory is the limitless superlative quality of
His nature.

(b) Ilis "ascripfive" glory. This is the glory that is ascribed to
Him, which His children seek to bring Him. I Chron. 16:2g,29:
Psa. 29 :2; 1 Cor. 6 :20. This glory is the uplifting of His Name

.l
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before men. It is the exalting and magnifying of God in the-world'

i'here is a glory belonging tJCoO, and a glory we bring to God'

II. THE GLORY OF GOD EXPRESSED.

l. The Titles of God express His Glory'

@)1,in" God of Glory" (Acts 7 :2). This chapter begins with

,p.ann! of tn. ..bod oi glory" and ends with speaking of "the

glory of God" (v. 55).' 
@) 

"f ne Fat-her s'1 glory)' This refers to God as the progenitor

of glory, its source and power (Epn' 1 :17)'-- 
(q "ti n" King of gtory" (Psa.24 : 8)' lthis is He whom all heaven

uOfi"r, and so"on'itt "utt6 will join the heavenly host ascribing

praise and majesty to the King of glory'. -'--i. 
f n, fyhcit Teaching of ti, OId Testament expresses.Ilis.

sliry. (a') Tie manna, u. i typ. "f lh: Tncarnation' is associated

i^,itfigf"iy @x. 16 :D' 0) 
-tie "Bright Cloud" which descendeo

over the camp was u nitibt" representation of God's glory (Ex'

ie r tO). (c) The Temple also wis a picture of the glory of.God'

See Psa. 29 :9 (matginl, "Bn.ry whit of it uttereth His glory'"

dt ih; Service'of t'irc'Temple expressed.God's giory (2 Chro.n'

i i f +1. The priesis could not stan^cl to minister by reason- of the

ntoru tttu, *u, filting the House. There was no room there for self-

Expiession. No flesh could glory in that Presence'
III. THE GLORY OF GOD MORE ESPECIALLY REVEALED'

l. It is revealed in Creatiort by His Power (Psa' 19 : l; Rom'

t :ZO-ZI). In the realms of Nature God is declaring His glory'

2. It is revealed in providence by Hi's goodness (Isa' 63 : 14)' His

providential dealings give God a glorious){ame'' 
3. tt is revealecl in'nertemption by His Grace (2 Cor' 4 : 6; Heb'

t il). CoA's glory is suprernely t"9" il His redeeming activity

ifrr"irgn Christl every part of our. Lord's work is related to the

nt,orv'ot God. His Incarnation (John I : 14); His Miracles.^(John

i^iTrlt-Hit iransfigoration at which !3 received glory (2 Pet'

1 ,li i;His death (fJtrn tz :23'24;13 : 3l); His resurrection (Rom'

O : +); FIis Second Advent (2 Thess' I : 10)'
IV. THE GLORY OF GOD COMMUNICATED.

We have seen that there is an intrinsic glory of God-w!i9h lannot
be communicated. This is referred to in John 17:5' 24' But in

i. Ziin"r"is a significant statement: "The glory which.Thou gavest

M;l 
-il". 

!iu.nih"In." This is a glo-ry which can be shared' l' As

ou, lrf"Oaior, Christ has certain bffices' those of Prophet' Priest

"ti iiftts fhrough these He confers certain benefits' and we may

"ni.i inio these. Among them are the New Birth, Justification,

il;pti"t, Eternal i,t". i, He also shares with us the glory of His
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moral qualities-love, obedience, patience, selfless service, com-
passion, truth, holiness. 3, How does He give this kind of glory to
His people? See Cor. 3 : 18. As we beh-old with open luiveiieO;
face, the glory of the Lord in the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit applies
the Word to our hearts, and we are transformed by beholding this
glory. Such an element is essential for our communion with God
and with each other (John 17 :22,231.

LOOKING AT JESUS

Pray for deep-retoted faith. Pray to be stablished, strengthened,
settled. Take a long intense look at lesus, often, often. If you
wanted to know a mqn again, and he was going away, you would
take an intense look at his face. I-ook then at lesus-deeply,
intensely-till every feature is graven on your heart.

-R. M. McCHsyNs.

Naught but the name of lesus can restrain the impuise of anger,
repress the swelling of pride, cure the wound of envy, bridle the
onslaught ol luxury, extinguish the flame of carnal desire-cqn
temper averice, and put to flight impure and ignoble thoughts.
l(hen I name the name of lesus, I call to mind at once a Man meek
and lowly of heart, benign, pure, temperate, merciful; a Man con-
spicuous for every honourable and saintly quality; and also in the
same Person the Almighty God, so that He both restores me to
health by His example and renders me strong by His qssistance.
No less than this is brought to my mind by the name of lesus
whenever I hear j/.-RERNARD on Cr,,qrnveux.

O Saviour, precious Saviour, my heart is at Thy feet;
I bless Thee, and I love Thee, and Thee I long to meet.
To see Thee in Thy beauty, to see Thee face to face,
To see Thee in Thy glory, and reap Thy smile of grace!

F. R. Ilevsncnl.
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A STUDY ofPSALM 24
T. ALDRIDGE

Our main interest in this Psalm' lies of course' in its matchless

messase : r he s ov er ei gn;;;i ;;;;;' :"y:""::1""'s' the grammatical

construction i, unu'uui lttd tuU of interest' The Psalm consists

of a number of basic s;;;"';t' "ach of . which is foliowed by

a further statement "t gttJt"tltpotLuttt", .The 
trvo rnaior divisions'

separated by the n"t '3Jun 
^i'J-toffo* 

this pattern' The first deals

wilh our Lord's '";;;;i;"U"on earth' ihe second' witlr Flis

sovereignty in Heaven' 
-gqti'"ffy' 

both majo,r divisions have in ihem-

selves two minor divisi;;;Ti";"rthly dorninicn of our Lord is

relatecl to the natural #;;il;;*t -"t"tttland human; and to the

soiritual creation "f ;h" i;;itv of t*"ftip and the worshippers

iil#;;;;- in" rr.""*rv o-"ri'"i"" of oui Lord portrays F{im as

the slorious fing "nt"'i'ng 
"frit 

li'i"eO"m triumphantly after His

frrstidvent, una *'t'i'l''tf;"';ilou,"King leadina the Host of the

Redeemed into His i<t"gJ"tfi "tter -the second idvent' We shall

note the further t";il:;i"* as they -arise' 
Suffice it to say'

message uno "ott't'uJto;";iG point tb Divine authorship'

A. rnp SoVERETGNTY oF cIIRIST IN THE REALtd oF NATURAL cREATToN

(1) Nothing could be more appropriate to this 20th Century than

the simple statement,a'riJ;;;;A;t 
j-"The Earth is the Lord's;"-

and nothing *or" air^tu.i"tott The. ownership of Ch,tTl "9:h"

stewardship of -uo'ui"'-uiu"""ptuUle to an ego' which resents

subordination uno uttlu"n#i lit ;*l in' inter-hu ina n relati on sh i ps'

and suprem"ry i" iiJ"J'#oi" "iuiiotship to God' Resentrnent'

of course, neither ;"1""t the fact nor absolves from lts con-

sequences. rn u '"L"]'ii"t"-it t" such thing as a "freehold'"

Mankind in its every division' is acc-ountable io God for its use

of His Earth, t'o* ii' resources are exploited' its amenities used'

its potentialitie' trar"es'eJ' For this reason the second statement is

added to the first: ':'"0 iit"ltrtess thereof"' The farmer owns not

onlv his land and ttlil i"t'"rf^tit3tiitl"*d stock produce' Man

wai given Oo-ittion"Jnlt itte "utttt' to "subdue it" Gen' 1:28' on

the behalf and to tn't;iil;;illonou''ot the Creator' our Lord's

risht to this positioii;iK;;;;'=t;"v is clearlv t''pgun'1-"9���������������� i::"b 1'

z'1. ltis by virtue oiCt"at;oti Inheritance and Sustentatton'

(2) Everuno'" Oiiug"';;b to Man is Our Lord's Sovereignty

over .,the world,,, t:;:T;;il h";;. societv. However' rebellious
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and disdainful society is of God, it abides under the Lordship of
Christ. "The Lord God Omnipotent reigneth." (Rev. 19:6) and
history is neither purposeless nor endless, but proceeds accorcling
to the unalterable and inexorable will and purpose of God. Acts
17:26-27 speaks eloquently to our present-day racial tensions,
national border disputes, and, the very purpose of the being of
mankind "that they should seek the Lord." By wilfully ignoring
the former, society becomes incapable of doing the latter, and so
Iives under the wrath of God-the continuing, evident proof of
His Sovereignty.

(3) Parenthesis. The Psalmist now substantiates his former
propositions by stating our Lord's Creation and continued Sustena-
tion of the Earth under two remarkable and most penetrating word
pictures. "For He: "

(a) FOUNDED: it upon the sea. Nothing could describe the
original act of God's Creation more graphically. It pin points the
essential glory of Creation, of reconciling the irreconcilable, in
bringing something out of nothing. The whole act of Creation shows
this Divine ability of reducing diametric opposites to a condition
of congruity: Spirit and Matter; Light and Darkness, Life and
Death, Intelligence and Vacuity. The mutually incompatible be-
comes harmonious. FIE founded it upon the sea, solidity founded
upon plasticity.

(b) EST ABLISHED: it upon the floods. Here is the superlative
'_not creation alone but sustentation also, the glory of the divine
ability to continue to reconcile the naturally irreconcilable. He
establishes stability upon a state of violent flux. The spiritual
lessons to be drawn out of this are without limit and numberless.
David's statement in Ps. 46: l-3, or Solomon in Prov. 18: 10, or
Paul in 2 Tim. l: 12 arc some indications. As we survey the
natural creation the Psalmist therefore re-asserts the complete,
constant and permanent dependence of all things and of all life,
and thereby establishes the complete and continuing Sovereignty of
Christ over them.

B. tnr sovEREIcNTy oF cHRrsr IN THE REALM oF sprRrruAl

The answer to the "r"t}t-nilrt:.Ton in verse 3 is given in
verse 6. Those blessed men who have entered the narrow way by
the strait gate are defined, and distinguished from "the world,"
as those who "seek Him," and who "seek His face." Do you
notice the double statement? Not merely those who in a general
manner seek after God. There are many such who will, in that
day, say 'Lord, Lord!' to whom He will reply: 'Depart from Me,
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I never knew you.' No, these press on to perfection: to seek His

Face! To be c6anged irom glory unto.-glory, until they see Him

ut ff" i., and themselves have become like Him'-" 
rr_i.g a"nned their character the psalmist defines their activity.

ffr" pirgii-t of the upwaiJ path, shall become the residents of the

Holv Place. ffteir palft Liat io the Place of Glory' and their

ffi'dii;t *'f "to'i" 1rt" n"tt of Glorv' None but those who

iourney will arrive, and only the narrow-ascent will lead to the

filii:i,*i. ;ii';il;.r ni*_.to the Face' will labour in the
paths of righteousnes unJ"ttttt into His glorv: all others will weary

ihemselves in by-paths, *tti"n at the lasi ari wailing and gnashing

of teeth.
But how can we know their identity' or.whether we are of them?

Characteristically' we are given two pairs of evidence' Firstly:

;#';;;;; *,.,i,*r""]'bii*u'orv' il"un hands' which is the

kind of life resulting t'rom inwardly: -a pure heart' To be perfectly

;i;;.'ih; onrv "iia"ntt ot u pure heart is a pure life'. whatever

;;il. voo *u1. tot'p-ttitv of heart' wh-ether bt-:::lilt:l:i-?t

sanctification or any other'means you mav invent' you can only

authenticate yoo, "rui'o'[f:"i"un rt"tot.' Wiihout these your claim'is

spurious, and t urge you to examine,yourself before it is too late'

{";;;;t; in" "nioJntJl;t; t'*nal relationships' immediatelv to

the world,-ufti-ut.fi to-boi:lilQ." what footing are you. with'the

;;ril;-i; your.oot Jtiii'ritt"a up"' enraptured with' captivated by

its Vanity? ffuu" Vou-V"l uttiuta a tthe-conclusions of Solomon'

who found all the *otfdtltutification intellectually' physically' even

#;;phfi*iiv-i" ut v""titv and Vexation? Or' have vou not

found it out yet' et" V* tiiU enamoured with Vanity' is the- love

of the world still ff; vout tn15";up? This phrasg could be

devastatingly trunrtuiti litl-trtitt 
'lHuu." vou reCeived your soul

in vain?" ar" you*tl*""Inprli"iv absorbed in the material aspect

of life, the wants "f";; rfuv ;q- t'-'9 that God Tlqlt-]::: 
"'

well not ttuu" giu"n yli"u t*t'ui Att- Listen! Have you received

Your soul in uuin?'"i2i 
"O; 

*hat,tooting .11" vou -1]11-9:ot
"Sworn deceitfully:;' ['u"t vtu used. God? "A very present help

in trouble! " Is He u^ionu"ni"nce in need? How many broken

promises uno uo*J frtt"t^ i"" iitt' ^ 
"oh God' if only you will

help this time, ttren r wifr AL '-' ' ?" And have vou? These blessed

men ar" separate t'# itt" *otld and consecrate unto God' SELAH'

think upon tr,utr irt";;;;;t of Christ amons the Redeemed'

C. rns sovEREIGNfi oF cHRIST IN HEAvEN

Having meoitated"i;;;;J rejoiced in His Lord upon Earth'

David now cries ; ;f,;'Keeltt'' ot Heaven to prepare for the
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triumphant entrance of the Kings of Glory. The outer gates are
to be lifted up and all the doors to the palaces within to open and
to stay open, that nothing may impede the Mighty Victor over Sin,
Death, and Satan-the Lord strong and mighty. Look! Not
merely inherently strongt no, here is the superlative: Mighty in
battle. The Divine Strength spent on the behalf of human weakness.
The King of Glory, who left His Glory, and humbled Himself to
be made in the likeness of sinful flesh, and be marred and dis-
figured and killed by hanging on a tree. See Him now: Victorious,
leading captivity captive. Grave where is thy victory, Death where
is thy sting! Who through death destroyed him that had the power
of death, that is, the devil. Nothing must stand in His way, all
opposition is vanquished, the King of Glory shall come in. A
personal question. Have you raised your outer gates to grant
entrance to Him who is the King of Glory, and who in you, is the
Hope of Glory? A penetrating question. Having allowed the King
to pass the outer gates, are all the inner doors welcoming Him into
every part of your life? Be assured He shall come in! Where He
may not enter as King, He shall as Judge.

Yet, through the pre-vision of prophecy, David cries a second
time, and greater is his cry. For he hears the trump of God, and
the shout of the Hosts of Heaven, and sees the descent of the King
of Kings the second time. And, wonder of wonders, no solitary
Majesty does he see. A glittering, luminous company; that host
which no man can number, whose robes are washed in the blood of
the Lamb, whose bodies are like His glorious body, whose natures
are that of the Perfect Man, the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ surround Him. And he, David, is in the midst of
them: Anew the King of Glory ascends to the dwelling of God
in Eternity. Who is this King of Glory? No longer just the Lord
mighty in battle! No, The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory.
And the gates lift up their Heads. And the everlasting doors pro-
claim their welcome. And the Lord of Hosts SHALL come in,
together with His Saints. The Triumphant Head, and the Church
triumphant. The King of Glory, the Lord of Hosts, and His
Saints to reign as Kings together with Him, for ever and for ever.
Selah, think upon that.
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BOOK REVIEWS
THE REFORMERS AND THEIR STEPCHILDREN' BY

Ironard Verduin' Paternoster Press, pp' 296' 25l-'

d;;;;ptistt ot the sixteenth century have probably suffered

more misundeistanding and misrepresentation than any othergrolp

in-Ctrristian history. iik" -uny 
^oth.t 

-ouements, they had their

ionuti" fringe, and unhappily ii is the excesses and fanaticism of

the latter that is .emembiied and quoted rather than the godliness

and concern for evangelical truth of the great majority' . -*-ifr" 
t."g"dy of the"Reformation period is_the great_divide which

onened beiwe-en the Reformers likeLuther, Calvin and Zwingli and

ifi"iriofio*.rs and the scattered groups of believers all over Europe

who were nicknamed anabaptiits or re-baptizers because they

i"i*tJitf*t baptism and practised the.baptis.m of .believers'. 
But

ii;;, not simply^the issue of baptism which divided rhem. It was

tltft.. the naturl of the church. The reformers were heirs of the

-iOOf" ages with its conception of Christendom in which everyone

born into the community was christened and so became a member

of the church. This conception stemmed from the fourth century'

*tt"o- ttt" Emperor Constintine embraced the Christian faith and

cleclared Christianity the official religion of the Roman Empire'

1'he Reformers inherited this conieption, and so there emerged

the state churches both on the Continent and in this country' in

*tti"tt *e-Uership was obligatory' To be in certain parts of Ger-

many you were compelled iy law to be a Lutheran' just as.in

;;;ilJine nrrubetittan law compelled-vou to go to the parish

"nu1"n. The anabaptist groups rejected this' They gontended that

ihe cfrurct is essenfially"u "o*puny of believers' They refused 1o

ua*it tt ut the magistiate had any control over the life of the

"ft"."ft. They mainiained that it was wrong to persecute' muchfess

io titt -.n, in order to try and force them to a particular religious

ri"*point. Unbelievably, in this last point they were also opposed

by the Reformers.-'They 
suffered greatly and thousand-s of them p"ti*-h9d'-lqa"*'

on" "iptun"tion lor the emergence of the "lunatic fringe" is the

destruc?ion of so many of the godly and balanced leaders. It is an

appalling comment on the blindneis of good men that this bloody

persecution came not just from Rome but-from the Reformers' We

il;;;;;h "Uout ttt" Protestant martyrs who perished under Bloody

Mary, but how little we hear of the vastly greater number wno
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perished, many of them at the hands of reformation leaders whose
concern for their state-church ideal drove them to excesses against
folk whose only crime was a concern to follow the New Testament.

What makes this book all the more compelling is that it is not
written by a Baptist but by one whose church affiliation stems more
directly from Calvin. In fact, the lectures which formed the basis
of this book were sponsored by the Calvin Foundation of Grand
Rapids, Michigan. It is a scholarly work, the outcome of historical
research carried out during a protracted stay in Europe in 1950. It
is certainly not light reading, but how very worth while! It is indeed
an outstanding book which lets a badly needed flood of light on a
greatly neglected area of reformation history. If you remember the
article by Mr. Houghton in the April issue of the Gospel Magazine
on Menno Simons, you will have an appetiser for this excellent book.

E. J. POOLE-CONNOR. By D. G. Fountain. H. E. Walter Ltd.,
p p . 2 4 r , 7  1 6 .

If you have heeded a review in last month's magazine and bought
(and read!) Iain Murray's "The Forgotten Spurgeon," then you will
appreciate this book, for although dealing with a later period and
one nearer to our own time, it is really considering some of the great
issues which Spurgeon encountered. Indeed, it demonstrates how
many of Spurgeon's predictions about continuing apostasy and
decline have been amply vindicated.

It would be a great pity if poiential readers were to imagine that
this biography has only a limited interest for those who knew Mr.
Poole-Connor or who have links with some of the causes to which
he gave himself. In fact, this is much more than a simple bio-
graphical sketch of the life of a Christian leader of our generation.
It deals rather with the great issues that confront us today-the
problem of the ecumenical movement, with the trend towards a re-
united Christendom with Rome as a party to the new scheme; the
problem which faces many of association in denominational bodies
with men who have rejected the apostolic faith; the inroads which
have been made into evangelicalism not only by blatantly falsb
teaching but by the corroding effects of a quiescent spirit of com-
promise.

The sub-title of the book, "Contender for the faith," sums of much
of the ministry of Mr. Poole-Connor, who during a very long life
fought vigorously on many fronts for the faith once for all delivered
to the saints. Mr. Fountain has done a good piece of historical
research. He has let Mr. Poole-Connor speak for himself in the
copious quotations from his writings. He has in fact produced a
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fitting epilogue to Mr. Poole'Connor's great work, "Evangelicalism

i" iigfiunOj' which is now happily in print in paper-back form.

wG;"y* irave read lrar. Fountiinyou will, I hope' -Yult.19 t"uq

tnut n&y readable and stimulating iurvey of cvangelical life and
H.M.C.

TRUE REVIVALS AND THE MEN GOD USES' By Horatius

Bonar. 16 PP.
THE MIRAGB 

^SnAt-l 
BECOME A POOL' Bv D' M' Llovd-

Jones. 12 PP.
ROMAN CATiiOLICISM. Bv D. M. Llovd-Jones' 16 pp'

THE PLAN OF GOD' By J. I. Packer' 19 pp'

inE sronY oF GoD'S MIGHTY ACTs. Bv c' H' spurgeon'
l9 pp.

EFFECT1VE PRAYER. By C.H' Spurgeon' 19 pp'

iHp, alrraosT CHRISTIAN' By George Whitefield' 12 pp'- 
a,il puurirrred by The EvangelicaiPress and all costing one shilling

each.
The authors of these booklets need no introduction' C' H'

Spurgeon and George Whitefield, - two of England's gr-eatest

;;;;il;r, ioratius B-onar, a Scottish saint; Dr' D' Martyn Llovd

iorr", und Dr. J. I. Packer, two contemporary leaders cf Evangelica-

thought in Britain todaY'-- 
ifi. Evangelical Press have put us in their debt for giving us such

attt""iiu"fy lroduced booklets by,such.outstanding men at such

modest cost. e wise minister or christian leader could use these

booklets to great effect in personal work' -
In the bo6ktet, "True Rivivals and the Men God Uses"' Bonar

tells us that his object is "to see how God has been working

and to observe the means and instruments by which He has c.arried

on His work . . . " In the first section, which is undoubtedly n$

best, Bonar lists some of the qualities of the men God uses' They

*Lt" *tn"tt men; they were bent on success; they were men of faith;

they laboured; they were patient,-bold, determined' prayenul;-Iney

were men who understoo'd clearly the doctrines they proclaimed

and they were men of solemn dlportment' In sections two and

lfr."", unA", the headings "The way they were used" and "The

*"V 
'C"O 

acts," Bonar 
-quotes-i-reely 

from an account of Gilbert

i.nnent,s life, from George whitefield's Journals and from "A

N;;;;ti"" of Surprising Conversions" by- Jonathan Edwards' and

tniiif" tfr. quotations aie relevant, one is left with a feeling 9f di1

*noil[*athat there is not more of Bonar himself in the last six

pages.
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_ Dj, D. M. Lloyd Jones gives us a fine evangelistic sermon in the
booklet, "The Mirage Shall Become a pool." Basins his remarks on
T,saiah 35 :7, he briefly gives the background of the text and shows
that what the world offers men is nothing but a mirage. The world
offers pleasures and entertainments, the possession of wealth, learn-
ing and intellectual interests, marriage, athange in environment and
circum_stances, emigration and says to men "these are the pursuits
that.will abundantly satisfy your soul." Dr. Lloyd Jones in i p"ne-
trating way shows that if men make these pursuits ends in fhem-
selves they will remain unsatisfied in life, chGfly because they have
forgotten about the most important relationship of life, the relation-
ship between God and man. ". . . I solemnly assure you that until
you are right with God, you can travel to the ends of the earth, you
can indulge your intellect, your emotion, you can try anything ind
everything, but you will never find happiness and pea"", you will
never know real life and joy-it is impossible.,' The gospel alone is
the answer to men's needs. It is Christ who puts me right with God,
who gives me a new nature and who satisfiei my every need. ..The
mirage shall become a pool."

This is an excellent booklet and should be widely used for
evangelistic purposes.

Speaking plainly in the booklet, ..Roman Catholicism," Dr.
D. M. Lloyd Jones says, "I would not hesitate to assert that this
system, known as Roman Catholicism, is the devil's greatest master-
piece." He believes that it is one of the wiles of the devil that the
Church of Rome can a.ppear to many to be so orthodox and at the
same time can appear to be all things to all men. In the second
section of the booklet he sets out three of the main errors of Rome:
she has been guilty of introducing idolatry and superstition; her
whole system comes between men and their Saviour Jesus Christ; she
{gtracts from the glory and the perfection and the completeness of
Christ's great salvation which He freely offers to men. In con-
clusion, Dr. Lloyd Jones asserts that the only answer to Roman
Catholicism is a biblical, doctrinal, theological presentation of New
Testament truth. "A Christianity that just preaches ,Come to
Christ' or 'Come to Jesus' cannot stand before Rome for a s@ond."
It is the task of every true christian to understand his faith and so
be able to counter false teachine.

It is true that there u.e -uoy1n our churches who, if thev were
asked the first question of the Shorter Catechism, ,.What is th-e chief
end of man?" would rightly answer "Man's chief end is to glorify
God, and to enjoy Him for ever." If, however, they were uslen to
explain the phrase "to glorify God," would be puzzled, and silent.
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In his helpful booklet, "The Plan of God"' Dr. J. I. Packer deals
with this great fundamental truth of the Christian faith. He shows
clearly thit when the Bible is accepted as a single, unified whole' it
teachis that ,.behind and beneath all the apparent confusion of this
world lies His plan. That plan concerns the perfecting of a people

and the restoring of a world through the mediating action of christ.
God governs human affairs with this end in view, and human history
is a record of the outworking of His purposes." It is true that God's
plan cannot be thwarted by human sin and that though sometime-s
ine -uy ourselves be baffied by what God is doing, yet we still
believe that God is working out His purpose in the world and that
the ultimate end of it all is God's eternal glory. Since this is true,
it follows that the godly man's highest vocation will be to be a
means to God's gloiy. "His dearest wish is to exalt God with all
that he is in all that he does. He follows in the footsteps of Him
who could say at the end of His life here, 'I have glorified Thee on
earth.'"

"The Story of God's Mighty Acts" is the title of a sermon
preached by C. H. Spurgeon on July l7th, 1859' in the Surrey
Gardens Music Hall. Basing his sermon on the words in Psalm 44: 1,
he says: "My aim and object will be to excite your minds to seek
after the like; that looking back upon what God has done, you may
be induced to look forward with the eye of expectation, hoping that
He will stretch out His potent hand and His holy arm, and repeat
those mighty acts He performed in ancient days." Beginning in-the
Old Testarnent, he traces this theme through New Testament days
to the Reformation and on to Whitefield and Wesley, and rejoices
in the revival of true religion that was taking place in Ulster in the
year 1859. One special feature, with regard to the works of God, he
mentions, is the suddenness with which they happened. "If anyone
could have stood up in Wurtemburg, and have said 'Can Popery be
made to quail, can the Vatican be made to shake?' the answer would
have been'No, it will take at least a thousand years to do it. Popery'
the great serpent, has so twisted itself about the nations, and bound
them so fasiin its toils, that they cannot be delivered except by a
long process.' 'Not so,' however did God say. He smote the dragon
sorety, and the nations went free; He cut the gates of brass, and
broke in sunder the bars of iron, and the people were delivered in
an hour. Freedom came, not in the course of years, but in an
instant. The people that walked in darkness saw a great light' and
upon them that dwelt in the land of the shadow of death did the
light shine." He also points out that the men God uses to do mighty
w-orks are usually insignificant instruments but at the same time
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they are men of faith and prayer. While some might relegate these
miracles and wonders to another age, yet Spurgeon uses them as an
inspiration to his people to pray fol and long for a mighty revival
in their midst.

This is Spurgeon at his best. This sermon must be read. Little
wonder a member of his congregation wrote forty years later, "I

shall never forget the sermon on July 17th, 1859, 'The story of God's
Mighty Acts.' How he revelled in preaching that morning! His
words flowed on dke a torrent of sacred eloquence."

Another sermon of C. H. Spurgeon appears in the series entitled
"Effective Prayer." The text is Job 23 :3, 4, "O that I knew where
I might find Him! that I might come even to His seat! I would
order my cause before Him, and fill my mouth with arguments."
He begins by pointing out the intensity of Job's seeking after God,
showing that Job's primary concern was not just to rid himself of
his afliction but to find God. He shows lhat he is not so much
concerned about modes of prayer, but that our prayers be distinct
and that we ask for specific things, remembering at all times to be
submissive to our Father's will. In the second section of the book-
let, entitled "Filling our Mouth with Arguments," Spurgeon lists
six arguments that we can use when we come to God in prayer:
God's attributes, His promises, His name, the sorrows of God's
people, the past, and last the sufferings, death, merit and intercession
of Jesus Christ. This section is undoubtedly the best in the booklet
and will help all rvho engage earnestly in prayer to be more effective
as they lay their petitions before the God of heaven. He concludes
by saying that the more effective we are in prayer, thc more praise
and thanksgiving there will be in our lives.

From George Whitefield we have another excellent evangelistic
sermon on King Agrippa's words, "Almost thou persuadest me to
be a Christinl"-fisfs 26:28. With the appropriate title, "The

Almost Christian," Whitefield begins by defining the "almost

Christian" and then goes on to show why so many are no more than
almost Christians. False notions of religion, fear of man, a love of
money, love of pleasure, fickleness and instability, these are only a
few of the things which prevent men from making a full commit-
ment of themselves to Jesus Christ. In the concluding section he
speaks about the folly of being no more than an almost Christian
and concludes with powerful words of exhortation to men to remain
almost Christians no longer but to trust in the Lord with their whole
hearts.

We hope that these booklets will be used widely in Christian

)
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service and that the Evangelical Press will be encouraged to let us
have more booklets of this excellent quality.

DOUGLAS ARMSTRONG.

A DEFENCE OF SPANISH PROTESTANTS. By Juan Antonio
Monroy. Protestant Truth Society, 108 pp., 5/-.

The first Spanish edition of this book was published in 1958. In
the intervening eight years, several developments on the international
level, religious and secuiar, are thought to have had some bearing
upon the Spanish situation, among them being the growing momen-
tum of Ecumenism" the Common Market and the much-vaunted
Vatican Council. The combined effect of these factors is that the
lot of Spanish Protestants has undoubtedly been eased in recent
years. Some chapels have been re-opened and overt persecution,
once so commonplace, has become comparatively rare.

Why, then, publish an English translation at this juncture? The
answer is that the improvements in Spain thus far are purely super-
ficial and may well prove to be more ecclesiastical and political
tactics. As yet, there is no gainsaying the Engiish publisher's asser-
tion that "the situation of Protestants in Spain today is little differ-
ent from that of 1958." Thus, except in a few minor references, this
book is still up to date and should help British Christians to under-
stand what their brethren in Spain have long endured.

The author has no difficulty in rebutting the various charges
heaped against Spanish Protestants by Romanist agents and he is to
be commended for the restraint which characterises his references to
actual persecution. His pleas that common liberties should be
granted to Protestants are likewise made with convincing modera-
tion.

We cannot know whether the work has had any real impact upon
the Spanish powers-that-be, leading to the current relaxing of ten-
sions and restrictions. With this aim obviously in the writer's view,
it could be argued that an earlier translation into English might
have been of some help in bringing pressure to bear upon the
Spanish authorities. At any rate, current reports suggest that a "new

deal" may soon be given to minority groups in Spain in the form of
a Bill granting them legal status and liberty to profess and practise
their beliefs, etc.

Should this Bill materialise, a new day will have dawned for our
fellow-believers in Iberia and the intentions of this book will have
been amply fulfilled. However, there are some considerations which
suggest we should not "count our chickens before they hatch."
Firstly, the Bill in question has evidently met with strong opposition,
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reportedly from the powerful reactionary sections of the Roman
hierarchy in Spain. The final outcome thus could well prove to fall
short of expectations and the current skilful use of propaganda is
but a covering for eventual shortcomings and deficiencies. But
assuming that the Bill will have some "teeth" from the Protestant
viewpoint, it will still have to be worked out, and this could be a
very uncertaiu factor in a land where the law is often applied at the
discretion of its local representative. Our author reminds us of this
fact, noting how officials with strong Roman Catholic leanings have
been harsh towards Protestants where others have been lenient and
accommodating.

All in all, therefore, it is much too early to herald in a new era of
liberty for the evangelical Spaniard: a "wait and see" policy is
advisable, and such, indeed, is the attitude of many Spanish believers
at present. This arises not so much from cynicism as a knowledge
and understanding of Romanism sharpened by bitter experience.
The memory of long years of cruel suppression at least saves them
from an ingenious acceptance of the recently inaugurated "separated

brethren" line; in fact, some of them even fear that the new
blandishments may achieve more in vitiating biblical religion among
them than all the sustained persecution of former years. They see
Rome's concern to be, not so much to grant Protestants the liberty
which is theirs by common right, but to appease world opinion
without yielding up her preferential position in Spain and her hold
upon the Spanish rank and file.

A few passages in the first half of the book appears ambiguous,
particularly in referring to the Roman Catholic church. For
example, the author pleads for a recognition of Protestantism
because Romanism is failing to hold the Spanish masses. Again, he
suggests that Spanish Protestants would readily share with Roman-
ism in fighting against growing materialism in Spain. Probably the
author's avowed aim of appealing to Spanish leaders involves him
in such arguments; the effect nonetheless is a tacit recognition of the
unreformed Roman church as being Christian, and this is certainly
not the historic Protestant view. The writer is undoubtedly moti-
vated by his strong desire to secure common freedom for his fellow-
believers and only the foolhardy would venture to criticise him.
Yet, even in this legitimate pursuit, care must be taken to uphold
those distinctions which alone justify our very existence, namely, tho
unique doctrines of our faith on the one hand and the thoroughly
unscriptural character of the Roman church on the other. "Can

two work together except they be agreed?"
Both the translation and the printing leave something to be
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desired. There are seleral curious expressions which might have
been avoided with a less rigid adherence to the Spanish text and a
number of typographical errors can hardly be excused.

T. OMRI JENKINS.

SHORT NOTICE
HYMNS AND PRAYERS FOR CHILDREN. Frederick Muller

Ltd. (No price given.)
This is a collection of familiar children's hymns complete with

music. It is very attractively illustrated, but why must children's
books also constantly be embellished with representations of the
Lord? In this case a wayside shrine with a figure of Christ joins the
illustrations. These would put me off putting the book in the hands
of children.

NONE OTHER NAME. By J. C.
4d.

This booklet appeared recently
Magazine.

Ryle. Sovereign Grace Union,

as an article in the Gospel

!:F.&*:',,
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Yowrug People's Pmge
RUTH MILLER'S AMBITION

Many years ago there was a tradesman in Bristol named Miller.
Marrying young, he never got on well; times were bad, and the shop
did not flourish. By the time the couple were middle-aged, eleven
children had arrived! It was not surprising that tbere was a constant
struggle to make ends meet. The house grew steadily more shabby;
the mother and elder girls were for ever busy trying to keep the
young ones clothed, and "make-do and mend" was the order of the
day. How the Millers longed for a bigger income; they were sure
that all their cares would vanish.

As to heavenly riches, the Millers knew nothing of them. Yet they
prided themselves on their religious principles. Twice on Sunday,
whatever the weather, the whole family appeared at church, a big
building in the city with a scanty congregation, and a clergyman
who was a stranger to spiritual things.

At this tirne the eldest of the family, Ruth, was a clever, capable
girl of seventeen. In spite of frequent absences fiom school because
she was so much needed at home, Ruth had made the most of her
education, and from other girls had picked up the elements of music
and drawing. Her one ardent desire was to get rich, and thus bring
to an end the poverty of her home. When Mr. Miller despairingly
announced that Ruth and her next sister must get their own living,
the eldest daughter asked nothing better. She went straight to Miss
L,ewis, headmistress of the little school attended by all the Miller
girls, and begged her to find her a post as nursery-governess.

Miss Lewis was full of sympathy, and in a very short time it was
all settled that Ruth was to go to London to take charge of little
Rosa Rivers, the seven-year-old only child of very wealthy parents.
Extraordinary efforts at getting suitable clothes for Ruth followed,
and in a short time she was ready. The prospect of thirty pounds a
year filled her with wonder! Of tbat she thought she could easily
send seven or eight pounds home.

The night before her journey, when Ruth was in the bedroom she
shared with Esther, she thought she would have another look at the
Bible Miss kwis had given her. She only wanted to admire again
the nice binding, the clear print, and the marginal references; but as
she opened the Book, her eye fell upon a verse quite unknown to her,
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in the last chapter of First Timothy: "They that will be rich fall
into temptation and a snare . . . For the love of money is the root of
all evil.'t The words gave the girl quite a shock, and she lay awake
a long time, questioning whether it could really be wrong or
dangerous to want to be rich.

But next morning Ruth set off in high hopes. Mr. and Mrs.
Rivers had a beautiful house, luxuriously furnished, a few miles
outside London. She was very kindly received by Mrs. Rivers, a
pretty, stylish girl with an appearance of delicacy; and the little
Rosa was a darling, with whom Ruth felt quickly at home. It soon
appeared that Mrs. Rivers was a semi-invalid, from some spinal
trouble; she had to lie down most of the day, and soon tired of
Rosa's chatter. When Mr. Rivers came home, he, too, gave Rutir
a kind welcome.

The girl was immensely impressed with all the evidences of wealth
-the thick carpets, costly mirrors and pictures, handsome furniture'
and beautifully appointed table. What lovely clothes Mrs' Rivers
wore! Ruth thought that if there was happiness anywhere, it would
be here. Yet the wealthy young couple had very little to say to each
other; the wife looked discontented, her husband careworn. Getting
ready for bed that first night, Ruth wondered why.

The Bible verses read the night before came back to Ruth's mind,
about the "temptation and snare" that riches may be. She found
the passage again, and then looked up the references. She read that
we ire no1 to "trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God"; she
read of Solomon's possessions, all of them "vanity and vexation of
spirit." Last of all, she read the terrible story of the rich man to
whom God said, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required
of thee"! These things frightened the girl, and seemed to condemn
her ambition outright.

The winter months passed happily, and Ruth became much
attached to her little charge. In the spring Mr. and Mrs. Rivers went
to Paris; Ruth was sent with Rosa on a visit to Mrs. Rivers' brother,
a clergyyman in the Lake District.

Mr, Thwaites ministered to a scattered parish in the mountains.
He met the tired travellers at Kendall, driving them some miles to
the Vicarage. Here they were warmly welcomed by Mrs. Thwaites
and the children. The old house was in the midst of the most lovely
scenery amid the mountains, such as Ruth had never seen. But the
first night she was much perturbed at finding that her host intendeo
to take Prayers before bedtime. A hymn was sung, Mr. Thwaites
read a few verses; then they all knelt, and Mr. Thwaites (to Ruth's
astonishment) prayed in his own words without a book.
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Her surroundings were now very difterent from the London
house, for the Vicarage was quite shabby, and everything of the
plainest. But what a happy, joyous household it was! Here dwelt
the fear of God-parents and children all united in setting their
affections on things above. It was a source of constant wonder to
Ruth, and at last she had it all out with Mrs. Thwaites, who was so
kind and motherly that the girl felt impelled to tell her what was in
her heart. Their talk together made Ruth long that she too might
be a new creature in Christ Jesus, with lier treasure laid up in
heaven. That night her first real prayer went up: "Oh Lord, teach
me these things, open my eyes, give me understanding."

The first Sunday in the mountains was one that Ruth could never
forget. At the morning service, she listened with deep interest to Mr.
Thwaites's sermon on the words "There is therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." Never before had
she heard of our miserable helplessness as sinners before God; never
had she understood in the least why His Son had died upon the
cross at Calvary. Then at night the text was "The unsearchable
riches of Christ"! Ruth listened entranced as the preacher described
the treasures that the believer possesses in Christ, both in this world
and the next. How poor and sordid seemed the longings for wealth
that had filled her heart from childhood! She went to bed that
night longing, praying, and hoping for those unsearchable riches!

And the Lord did indeed have mercy upon the girl. These im-
pressions did not pass away; day after day the desire for heavenly
wealth grew stronger. Before the visit to the friendly Vicarage was
over, Ruth too was numbered among the blessed company of all
faithful people. On the return to London she had the great joy of
seeing both little Rosa and her mother born again by the Holy
Spirit; and in her own family, too, she was used to bring both her
parents and her next sister from darkness to light. Devr.lms.

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 151
The whole: Coupled by Paul with "painfulness."

1. The only reason why Nehemiah and his friends put oft their
clothes.

2. We are to love them.
3. David's cave of refuge.
4. Describes the eunuch as he went on his way.
5. Describes Jehoram's last illness.
6. What the third servant used to lay up his pound.
7. Ahohab was this as well as an engraver.
8. James says the prayer of faith shall save him.
9. This and purple were the "virtuous woman's" clothing.
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SOLUTION OF No. 150

The whole: Language (Gen. 1i:9).

l. Lot (Gen. l: 27).
2. Apostles (Luke 6: 13).
3. Nahor (Gen. 11:24,26).
4. Good tidings (Luke 2: 10).
5. Ur (Gen. 11: 28).
6. Angry (Luke 15:28).
7. Gomorrah (Gen. 14:2).
8. Extortioners (Luke 18: l1).


