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EDITOR'AL
Lord Thompson has recently been ventilating tho perennial

problem of the ailing newspaper industry. The country, he main-
tains, cannot support nine national newspapers. Four of them must
disappear either by ceasing to publish or by merging with the other
national dailies. Clearly he is in a position to judge for he is one
of the most successful newspaper owners in the world, though the
cynic might observe that one newspaper which is losing money but
which is not apparently doomed to disappear is the Times, which
Lord Thompson himself owns.

But what has all this got to do with the issues that confront the
churches today? The answer is, of course-nothing at all! Why
then make it the introduction to an editorial in the Gospel Maga-
zine? The answer to that further question is that it is the philosophy
of men like Lord Thompson rather than the principles of Scripture
which are governing the minds of many in the churches today. It is
the wisdom of man rather than the Word of God which is the
controlling force.

Certainly this is a factor in much of the present enthusiasm for
re-union schemes. The plans are dressed up with pious references
to John 17 :21, 'that they all may be one.' But closer examination
reveals that the ecclesiastical bodies which are coming together are
all in a condition of serious decline. In spite of the pretentious talk
of ecumenical statesmen it looks much more like Lord Thompson's
formula for newspapers-merge or perish!

The English Presbyterian Church and the Congregational Church
in England are moving steadily towards union. But not even the
most ardent optimist would say there is much evidence of life in
these bodies. One token of their moribund state is the scarcity of
men for the ministry. Cheshunt College, whose history goes back to
the work of the Countess of Huntingdon in the eighteenth century,
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has ended its career in the auctioneer's catalogue-an ecclesiastical

wtrite etepftant of no further use' The dwindling supply oJ men will

be accorirmodated in Westminster College, an institution as far

removed as possible from the theology of the Westminster divines'

The same conditions iie behind the proposed Anglican-Methodist
merger. One has only to notice the steady decline in both these

denJminations, both in terms of active members and of men for the

ministry, to see the urgency in the minds of those who are pressing

for re-union.
But when bodies unite in a purely worldly fashion, then inevitably

the dominant partner submerges the other side. Not so long ago

the News-Chronicle with its [Leral tradition merged with the Con-

servative Daily Mail,but it was the tradition of the latter which was

the dominant bne. Well, churches which come together on the same

kind of basis face the same kind of consequence. congregationalism
has already shed its historic links with Puritan Independency as.-tt

hastens intb the arms of English,Presbyterianism. Methodists, sadly

weak both in financial resoutces and in social status, seem deter-

rnined to succumb to rhe episcopal take-over bid of the Anglican

leaders for whom the historii episcopate is the touchstone of church

l i fe.
But when all these mergers have been achieved, what will be the

not result? Instead of foui sickly denominations we shall have one

tutg" uitiog institution. It may be organisationally eftective' and

iJm tne dnancial aspect it will possibly be economically viable--

successful ecumenisrnt means a saving in burldings and man'power!

But no amount of streamlining produces life' If two people have

T.B. it is no answer to their condition to suggest that they get

married. It is likewise no answer to churches that are spiritually

consumptive to merge them into one body.

But there is a further factor. The process of church mergers

obviously must go on. Business methods tend towards the pro-

duction'ot tn" jiant corporation, and when churchmen act like

business tycoons they produce the same kind of result' So we may

expect any re-union of so-called Protestantism to move one step

fuither. dome is the final factor in the situation and inevitably the

big ecclesiastical corporation begins to loom on the horizon'

But once again the same principles are operating' Rome will

welcome ,e-uiioo, but upon her teims. Admittedly the lerms will

not be couched in the vigorous anathemas of the Council of Trent.

NLw situations require iew methods and Rome now speaks rvith

uo ".ot"""i.al friendliness which is none the less the old authori'
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tarian voice with a slightly altered accent. The coming great church
will emerge on terms acceptable to Rome!

There was a time when all this would have been unthinkable. But
now the stagc has been reached where Anglicans and Rcmans are
engaged in serious study to discuss ways and means of re-union.
The other mergers of Presbyterians and Congregationalists, of
Anglicans and Methodists, are clearly only a prelude to the final
step of re-union with Rome.

What then are evangelicals to do? Various answers are being
given. Some seem to be smitten with the virus of denominationalisnr
so that they cling desperately to bodies which have long since
abandoned the historic faith, and like men clinging to an overturned
boat they will be carried with it over the rapids. There are others
who try to protest, but often their shouts of defiance are like King
Canute's attempts to stem the incoming tide with words. Still others,
like men in a storm, clutch their coats around them and wait
doggedly for something to happen.

But surely there are other paths open. One is the path that the
saints have followed so often down the years in dark days. It is to
pray for an outpouring of the Spirit. It was in the eighteenth century
that Doddridge wrote the line in his Communion hymn:

'Revive Thy dying churches, Lord,'
and it was in that same century that God in mercy and power visited
His people.

Secondly, we must work for true unity amongst Evangelical
believers. Of course we differ on various issues. But we are involved
in such a desperate battle for the gospel itself that we dare not let
secondary issues divide us. Evangelical disunity is simply an oppor-
tunity for the further advance of false ecumenism. Evangelical
unity would be one of the strongest bastions against the increasing
dominance of Rome.

Finally, rve must prepare ourselves to suffer. Those who have
refused to conform in the past have suffered. The Puritans were
ejected from the established church in 1662 and lost stipend and
home. The men of the Disruption in Scotland in 1843 turned their
backs on manse and security. The believers in China in our own
day have faced persecution at the hands of the state-recognised
churches. But whatever the future may hold, we have this confi-
dence-the gates of hell shall not prevail against the true Church
of Christ. H. M. CmsoN.
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The Thorn in the Flesh
C. H. SPURGEON

A sermon preached on December 8th,
1872, at the Metropolitan Tabernacle

"And lest I should be exalted above measure through the
abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the
flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted
above measure. Fot this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it
might depart from me. And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient
foithee:^for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly

therefore will f rathei glory in my infirmities, that the power of

Christ may rest upor ms."-2 Corinthians 12 : 7' 8' 9'

Many persons have a morbid desire to roll up the curtain-, and
gar" upott the secret lives of eminent personages. Paragraphs dgtail'
i-ng th6 private habits of public men are delicacies for such minds.
B6oks siuffed with idle goisip and the merest trash are sure of a wide
circulation, if they tell how-princes ate, how warriors drank, how
philosophers slept, or how senators arranged their hair. For once we

ire able to gratify curiosity, and yet minister to edification; for we
have unveiled before us a portion of the secret life of Paul, the great

apostle of the Gentiles. We may not only see his bed-chamber, but
l6arn the apostle's visions; we may not only see his private infirmi.
ties, but learn the cause of them. Let us not, however' be actuated
by so low a motive as mere curiosity, while we gaze upon the open
secret; let us remember that the apostle never intended to amuse the
curious, when he penned these words, but he wrote them for a
practical pury)ose. Let us read them with a desire to be instructed
6y them, and muy the Holy Spirit teach us to profit' This record
was not sent to us merely that we should know that this eminent
servant of Christ had abundant revelations, or that he suffered a
thorn in the flesh, but it was written for our profit.

One excellent end that may be answered by this narrative lies
upon the very surface. We are plainly taught how mistaken we are
*-hen *e set ihe eminent saints of the olden times upon a platform
by themselves, as though they were a class of super-human beings'
Becaure we fall so far short of them, we excuse our indolence by
conceiving them to be of a superior nature to ourselves, so that we
cannot be expected to attain to their degree of grace. We elevate
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them upon a niche out of the way, so that they may not rebuke us,
thus rendering them a homage which they never sought, and denying
them a usefulness which they always coveted. As we never try to
fly, because we have no angelic wings, so we do not aspire to
supreme holiness, because we imagine that we have not apostolic
advantages. Indeed, this is a very injurious idea, and must not be
tolerated. What the ancient saints were, we may be. They were men
of like passions with ourselves, and therefore are most fit and prac-
tical examples for us. The Spirit of God which was in them is in all
believers, and He is by no means straitened. Their Saviour is our
Saviour; His fulness is the fulness out of which all of us have
received.

Let us put away from us every notion of separating the holy men
of former days from ourselves, as if they were a saintly caste to be
admired at a distance, but not associated with as comrades. They
fought the common fight, and won by strength available for all
believers; let us esteem them as our brethren, and with them pursue
the sacred conflict in the name of the common l-eader. Let us fix
our eyes upon these companions of our warfare, and, regarding
them as a sympathetic cloud of witnesses, let us run as they ran, that
we may win as they won, and may glorify God in our day and
generation, as they did in theirs. Paul, my brethren, doubtless
enjoyed more revelations than we have done, but then he had a
corresponding thorn in the flesh; he rises above us, but he sinks with
us also, and so encourages us to emulate his rising. He was a good
man, but he was only a man; he was a saint, but he had the inflrmi-
ties of sinners; he is our brother, Paul, though he be 'not a whit
b€hind the very chief of the apostles'; and as we read his experience
this morning, I hope we shall be made to feel a fellowship with him,
and so be spurred on to imitate him.

L Our text suggests to us, first of all, A DANGER to which the
apostle was exposed-'Lest I should be exalted above measure.'
Upon that let us speak first. Here is a peril to which we are all
exposed more or less, but the apostle Paul was especially liable to
it, because of his peculiar circumstances. He had been caught up
into the third heaven; secret things which had not been seen before
were laid bare before his gaze; nor was his eye alone filled: his ear
also was sated, for he heard words which it was not possible for him
to repeat, and which, could he have repeated, it would not have been
expedient for him even to whisper in the unpurified ears of mankind.
He had been taken into the innermost part of the third heaven, into
that secret paradise where Christ dwells with His perfectod saints.
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He had entered into the nearest communion with God possible to a
man while yet in this life. Should he not feel somewhat exalted?
Surely exultation must fill that man's bosom who has been brought
within the veil to see his God, and to hear the unutterable har-
monies! It was natural that he should be exalted, and it was not
unnatural that he should stand in danger of being exalted above
measure. Devout exaltation very rapidly degenerates into self-
exaltation. When God lifts us up, there is only one step further-
namely, our lifting up ourselves; and then we fall into serious
mischief indeed.

I wonder how many among us could bear to receive such revela-
tions as Paul had? O God, Thou mayest well in Thy kindness spare
us such perilous favours! We have neither head nor heart to sustain
so vast a load of blessing. Our little plant needs not a river to water
its root: the gentle dew suffices-the flood might wash it away. How
many has God blessed in the ministry for a little while, or, if not in
the ministry, in some other form of service, and, alas! how soon
have they swollen with conceit, and have become too big for the
world to hold them! Puffed up with vanity, the honour put upon
them has turned their brain, and they have gone astray into gross
folly, sheer vanity, or defiling sin^ Much branch and little root has
brought down the tree; wing without weight has made the bird the
sport of the hurricane. Even Paul's barque, when it enjoyed so
mighty a wind of divine revelation, was nearly upset thereby, and
would have been totally wrecked had it not been for the Lord's cast-
ing in the sacred ballast, of which we shall have to speak by-and-by,
when we consider the preventative sorrow which saved Paul from
being exalted above measure.

Now, observe, if Paul was in this danger, we cannot hope to be
free from it, for he was eminently a holy man, eminently a humble
man, eminently a wise man, eminently an experienced man. Though
specially favoured, he was one to whom the highest privileges were
not such novelties as to intoxicate him with vanity. He had enjoyed
earthly honours, he had once been a highly esteemed Rabbi among
his fellow-countrymen, and this did not elevate him with pride; he
counted all his honours but loss, for Christ's sake. He afterwards
became a well-beloved apostle of Jesus, and the narrative of his
doings and sufferings, which you have in the preceding chapter, is
far too long for us to give you even a digest of it, yet he does not
se€m to have been exalted thereby. He achieved a thousand marvels
of heroism, and left them all behind him, pressing forward as though
he had hitherto done nothing; and when he had done all, he counted
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himself to be less than the least of all saints, and the very chief of
sinners. He vras a man by no means childish and vain, but a man of
great mind, deep comprehension, and profound knowledge; he was
not readily carried away by approbation, or puffed up with self-
esteem. If he knew much, yet he knew also that he knew only in
part; and if his judgment was very acute, as it certainly was, yet he
often cried, 'Oh, the depths!' His was a splendid, well-balanced
intellect, sanctified by the grace of God; yet, for all that, he was in
danger of being exalted above measure; how much more likely, then,
are we who have not his judgment, who have not his knowledge,
have never occupied so lofty a station, and have never performed
such mighty deeds? If so massive a pillar trembles, what peril
surrounds poor reeds, shaken of the wind?

Observe, that in Paul's case the favour which threatened to intoxi-
cate him with pride, was one which did not operate in the common,
coarse way in which temptations to vanity usually assail mankind.
The most of men who are exalted above measure are puffed up with
the approbation of their fellow-men; they love flattery, they court
esteem, and admiring words are the very food their souls feed on.
But Paul's gifts from heaven were not things which were likely to
excite the high esteem of his fellow-men; it is probable that, had he
spoken to his fellow-disciples and said, 'I have enjoyed revelations,'
they would have doubted his statement, or have attached but small
importance to it; and had he spoken to the outside mass of Jews
and heathens upon the subject, he would have become more than
ever the subject of their ridicule. What would have excited more tho
laughter of the Greek, or the sneer of the Roman, or the wrath of
the Jew, than to hear that Paul, the tent-maker, had entered the
irrvisible world and heard words which it was not lawful for him to
utter? Brethren, you thus see that our apostle was not tempted with
the common, vulgar temptation of adulation and flattery; his soul
would easily have risen superior to so gross an assault, and he would
have trodden down the evil like the mire in the streets; but the
temptation was more subtle, and more adapted to the noble calibre
of the man. He was eminently a self-contained man, a man who had
learned to think for himself, and speak for himself, and act for him-
self; and now the temptation was that he should say within his own
soul, 'I have seen for myself and with these eyes, as others have not;
I am a seeing man among blind dotards. What know these grovel-
lers? What are they compared with me? I am the favourite of
heaven; I have been indulged by the Eternal with an admission into
His secret audience chamber; I am something more than the rest of

I
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the sons of men.' Paul cared nothing either for the frown or the
smile of men; he was superior to all that, but his temptation lay
within himself; and hence it was more difficult to grapple with. It
may be, brethren, that some of you, not having revelations, yet may
possess a something within yourselves-a deep experience, a secret
penetration into the marrow of the divine Word, an intimate know-
ledge of sorhe portion of divine truth-and though you would not
care about the esteem of your fellow men, or be puffed up by praise,
yet this personal consciousness that you have a something that others
have not, this sense of superiority to them in some things, may be to
you a daily stumbling-block, and create in you an overweening self-
esteem.

Now, let us observe that although in Paul's particular form of it,
this temptation to exaltation above measure may not be very
common nowadays, yet, in some shape or other, it waylays the best
of Christians. The common run of Christians-and they are very
numerous-may not be tempted in this way; but the choice spirits,
the elect out of the elect, the tlite of the saints of God, are most
likely to be molested by this tendency to be exalted above measure,
through the abundance of gracious revelations. Some real Christians
have a constitutional tendency towards inordinate self-esteem; they
never err through timidity, but they are very easily led into self-
confidence. Every man loves the commendation of his fellow-men:
no man living is indifferent to it.

'The proud to gain it toils on toils endure;
The modest shun it but to make it sure.'

It is vain for us to boast of not caring about it; we do care about
it, and our duty is to keep that propensity iri check. He who thinks
he is humble is probably the proudest man in the place. But there
are some men in whom self-consciousness is so uppermost, and so
evidently powerful, that you can see it in almost everything they
do. It is their struggle, if they are Christians, to keep it down; but it
will come up in the form of being very easily annoyed because they
are overlooked in some good work, or in being easily irritated
because they fancy that somebody is opposing them, when probably
that somebody never thought of them. The too great prominence of
the Ego is the fault of many and the danger of all. Not a few have
to battle with this all their lives, and I should not wonder if they
should be the persons who all their lives also will endure a thorn in
the flesh. But there are others to whom the temptation comes in a
more refined fashion. They have more knowledge than those among
whom they dwell; I mean more scriptural knowledge, more real

I
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spiritual knowledge, and a deeper inward experience; and when they
hear the prattle of young beginners, or listen to the fearful blunders
of many would-be great saints, they cannot help smiling to them-
selves; and, almost as naturally, they cannot help saying, 'Thank

God, I do know better than that.' The temptation to be exalted
above measure, in such a case, is near at hand. They have probably
also enjoyed some success in sacred work, while they have seen
others idle, indifferent, and consequently unsuccessful. Now, if God
gives any man success in winning souls, I am certain that he will be
lifted up to his own perdition, unless a corresponding source of
humiliation is opened at the same time. We must rejoice in spiritual
success, it would be ungrateful not to do so; but we must be on our
guard against boastfulness of spirit. My dear friend, if the Lord
shall make thee the spiritual parent of a score of souls, wilt thou feel
no exultation within thy spirit, as thou shalt see these arrows in the
hands of a mighty man--these spiritual children of thy youth? Wilt
thou feel no elevation of joy? Shall the father's heart never leap at
the sight of his offspring? We must and will rejoice, none shall
hinder us of this sacred gladness; but, mark well, that here will be
our danger! Among the flowers of gratitude will grow the hemlock
of pride. While our thoughts of thankfulness, like angels, adore the
Lord, the Satan of self-exaltation will come in among them.

It is most noteworthy that all the things we have spoken of, are
none of them justifiable grounds for boasting, if such grounds there
ever can be. What if a believer should have received more divine
illuminations than his fellow? Did not the Lord give them to him?
Why should he boast as if he had not received these favours? Have
his own reason, wit, and effort wrought these things? There are two
beggars in the street; I give one a shilling and the other a penny-
shall the man who obtains the shilling be proud, and glory over his
companion? If I give him the larger alms, irrespective of any con-
sideration of merit, but simply because I choose to do what I will
with my own, shall he boast? Yet thus foolish are we. Generally
the loudest boasting in this world is excited by accidental circum-
stances. If there be a boy in the school who is conceited, it is not the
lad who has worked hard and long at his studies, and so obtained
a distinguished position; but the young boaster is generally a youth-
ful genius, who has great readiness at his tasks, and is as lazy as he
is gifted. You rvill not often find that man assume great airs, who
has achieved a great invention, and blessed his fellow-men by a
valuable discoveryt but lofty is the carriage of the brainless aristo-
crat, who owes his position to the accident of his birth. If we must
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glory, let us wait till we can do so legitimately, but the bounties of
sovereign grace are prostituted when they become the subjects of
pride. Shall Jesus, who had all things in Himself, be lowly, and
shall we, who owe all to His charity, be lifted up? God forbid.

Beloved, above all things it is dangerous for a Christian to be
exalted above measure, for if he be, he will rob God of His glory'
and this is a high crime and misdemeanour. The Lord has said,
'I will not give My glory to another.' To give God's glory to graven
images is bad, but to usurp it for ourselves is by no means better.
I see no difference between the worship of a god of stone and the
worship of a god of flesh. Self is as degrading an idol as Juggernaut
or Kali. God will not honour that man who retains honour for
himself. The meek He will exalt, the proud He will abase.

Self-exultation is equally evil to the church with which the man
associates, and the more prominent he is, the more pestilent is his
sin. Suppose Paul to have been lifted up, he would have been of
small use to the Gentile church afterwards. He would have sought
himself, and not the things of Christ; and very soon Paul would
have become a maker of parties and the leader of a sect; the cry of
'I am of Paul' would have been sweet music to him, and he would
in all ways have encouraged those who adopted it, so that a schism
would have been the result. Had he been exalted above measure, he
might have become a rival rather than a servant of Jesus. He might
have disdained his lowly office, and have aspired to lord it over
God's heritage. We might have heard of him as a right reverend
father in God, rather than as a servant of Jesus Christ and His
church.

It would have been bad for ungodly sinners, too, for a proud Paul
would never have gone from city to city to be persecuted for preach-
ing the gospel. Proud preachers win not men's hearts. He who is
exalted in himself will never exalt the Saviour, and he who does not
exalt the Saviour will never win the souls of men.

It would have been worst of all for the apostle himself, for pride
goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. We
should have had in Paul's history an awful instance of how men may
be like Lucifer, Son of the Morning, for brightness, and yet may fall
like Lucifer, into the blackness of darkness for ever. If God had not
taken Paul in hand, the danger with which he was surrounded would
have been fatal to him. To God's glory, to himself, to sinners, to the
gospel, to his own salvation, it would have been a danger indeed.
Thus have I spoken upon the peril.
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II. Now, secondly, let us consider rHE pREVENrArrvE.

Paul says, 'There was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messen-
ger of Satan to buffet me" lest I should be exalted above measure.'
Now, note every word here. First, he says, 'There was given to me.'
He reckoned his great trial to be a gift. It is well put. He does not
say, 'There was inflicted upon me a thorn in the flesh,' but 'There

was given to me.' This is holy reckoning. O child of God, amongst
all the goods of your house, you have not one single article that is a
better token of divine love to you than your daily cross. You would
fain be rid of it, but you would lose your choicest treasure if it were
withdrawn. Blessed be God for the crucible and the furnace. 'There

was given to me a thorn in the flesh.' Rich grace bestowed the
benison. At first, the apostle may not have seen his thorn to be a
gift, but afterwards, when experience had taught him patience, he
came to look at that sharp, pricking, festering torment as a boon
from his heavenly Father. You, O tried one, will come to do the
same one of these days. When the vessel first was launched upon
the river, and was about to cross the sea, it felt itself light and airy,
and ready to bound over the waves, so that it longed for a voyage
across the Atlantic, that it might fly like a sea-bird over the crest of
the billows; but suddenly, to her sorrow, the gallant ship was
stopped in her career, and moored close by a bank of sand and
shingle, and men began to cast stones and earth into her. Then the
barque murmured, 'What! am I to be weighed down and sunk low
in the water with a cargo of mire and dirt? What a hindrance to my
speed! I thought I could fly just now like a sea-bird: am I to be
weighted till I am like a log?' It was even so; for had not the vessel
been thus ballasted, she had soon been wrecked and had never
reached the desired haven. That ballast was a gift, a gift as much as
if had been bars of gold or ingots of silver. So your trials, your
troubles, and your infirmities, are gifts to you, O believers, and you
must regard them as such.

The apostle says, 'There was given to me a thorn,' Note that-'a
thorn.' If the English word expresses the exact meaning-and I
think it is pretty near it-you need not be at a loss to understand the
simile. A thorn is but a little thing, and indicates a painful but not
l-killing trial-not a huge, crushing, overwhelming affiiction, but a
common matter; none the less painful, however, because common
and insignificant. A thorn is a sharp thing, which pricks, pierces,
irritates, lacerates, festers, and causes endless pain and incon-
venience. Yet it is almost a secret thing, not very apparent to anyone
but the sufferer. Paul had a secret grief somewhere, I know not

I
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where, but near his heart, continually wherever he might be, irri'

tating him: perpetually vexing him and wounding him' A thorn'

a coirmonplace thing, such as might grow in any field and fall to

any rnan's lot. Thorns are plentiful enough, and have been since

Father Adam scattered the first handful of the seed' A thorn-

nothing to make a man remarkable, or give him the dignity of

unusual sorrow. some men boast about their great trials, and there

is something in feeling that you are a man greathy affiicted; but a

thorn could not given even this wretched satisfaction. It was not a

sword in the bones, or a galling arrow in the loins, but only a thorn'

about which little could be said. Everyone knows, however, that a

thorn is one of the most wretched intruders that can molest our foot

or hand. Those pains which are despised because they are seldom

fatal, are frequently the source of the most intense anguish-tooth-

ache, heada&e, earache, what greater miseries are known to

mortals? And so with a thorn. It sounds like nothing; 'it can be

easily removed with a needle,' so those say who feel it not' and yet

howlt will fester; and if it remain in the flesh it will generate incon'

ceivable torture. such was Paul's trial; a secret smarting, incessantly

irritating, something-we do not know what-

It was a thorn 'in the flesh'-in the flesh. He was not tempted in

the spirit; it was in the flesh. I suppose the evil had an intimate

"onni"tion with his body. Many as the leaves of autumn have been

the guesses of learned men, as to what Paul's thorn in the flesh was:

ah6st every disease has had its advocates. I tv;rs particularly

pleased to find that Rosenmiiller thought it to be the gout; but then

Lther critics think it to be weak eyesight, stammering, or a hypo'

chondriacal tendency. Richard Baxter, who suffered from a very

painful disorder, which I need not mention, thought that the apostle

ivas his fellow-sufferer. One divine is of opinion that Paul endured

the earache; and I generally find that each expositor has selected

that particular thorn which had pierced his owtl bosom' Now' I

believe that the apostle did not tell us what his peculiar affection

was, that we may every one feel that he had sympathy with us-that

we may "u"ry on" beiieve that ours is no new grief' It was a trial

mainly of the body' and from the use of the term .flesh,, rather than
'body;, it would ieem that it excited in the sufferer some fleshly

temptation. It may not be so, but still, the writer is so accustomed

to a'ssociate with 'the flesh' the idea of sin, that I think it no idle

conjecture that some temptation which the good man considered he
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had effectuaily overcome, fell upon him by reason of his bodily ail-
ment; and it became, therefore, to him not merely a thorn in his
flesh, but 'a messenger of Satan,' tempting him to an evil which he
abhorred. and which for many a day had been so trampled down by
his nobler nature, that he almost thought such a propensity extinct
within him.

Then he adds,'The messenger of Satan.' Not Satan-it was not
a great enough temptation for that. It was a 'messenger of Satan';
one of Satan's errand boys, nothing better, a suggestion from an
inferior evil spirit. He does not set it down to the great master
spirit, but to a mere messenger of the prince of darkness; it was not
intended by God that Satan should, on this occasion, come forth
against Paul, for such an encounter might not have humbled him. It
is a grand thing to fight Satan face to face and foot to foot; a stern
joy fills a brave man's heart when he feels that before him stands a
foeman worthy of his steel! A combat with the arch-enemy might
not, therefore, have humbled Paul-but to be beset by a mean,
sneaking devil; not agreat, grand fiend, but a mere lackey of hell;
and to be troubled and tormented by so mean an adversary, this was
galling and humiliating to the last degree and therefore all
the better for the purpose for which it was sent, namely, to prevent
his being lifted up. 'What,' Paul seemed to say, 'am f to fight with
such a contemptible temptation as this? Am I, who have built up
the Church and seen the Lord, and been caught up into the third
heaven-am I to do battle with this miserable, base, despicable
propensity, which I thought I had done with these fourteen years
ago?' Yes, so it was, the Lord had sent 'a messenger of Satan' to
buffet him.

And that word'buffet ' Note that: to cuff him. That is it. Not
to fight with him with the sword; that is manly, soldierly work; but
to tuffet him as masters used to cuff their slaves, or as pedagogues
box the ears of boys. Paul seems to feel the degradation of being
buffeted. 'I that would do battle with Satan, and put on the helmet
of hope, the breastplate of confidence, and go forth against all the
powers of hell-am I to be cuffed as though I were a slave, and
chastened as though I were a boy? Must I be smitten by these vain
and wretched temptations, which even in my spiritual youth I was
able to subdue?' Every part of the process tended to lower him,
and it was intended to do so, lest he should be exalted above
measure.

You see, brethren, that this preventative was well adapted to work
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out its design, for assuredly it would recall the apostle from ecstasies
and excitements and make him feel that he was in the body after all.
He said once, 'Whether in the body, or whether out of the body, I
cannot tell'; but when the thorn in the flesh was tearing him he soon
settled that question. This ryade him feel he was a rnan, even as
others. He had dreamed, perhaps, that he was growing very angelic,
but norv he feels intensely human. This made him feel only a man-
that, though he was filled so full with God, still he was only a man,
and could be filled as full with the devil, too, if deserted by grace.
This made him feel that he was a weak man, for he had to do battle
with base temptations, temptations that seemed not worth fighting
with; he had to be cuffed and buffeted in a small way, like the babes
in grace. This made him know that he was a man in danger, and
needed to fly to God for refuge; for here he was, ready to be exalted
above measure even by divine blessings, and ready to be provoked
into sin by the mere buffetings of an evil spirit.

From all this I gather that the worst trial a man may have may be
the best possession he has in this world; that the messenger of Satan
may be as good to him as his guardian angel; that it may be as well
for him to be buffeted of Satan as ever it was to be caressed of the
Lord Himself; that it may be essential to our soul's salvation that
we should do business not only on deep waters, but on waters that
cast up mire and dirt. The worst form of trial may, nevertheless, be
our best present portion.

I perceive, also, that the worst and deepest experience may only
be the needful complement of the highest and the noblest; I mean it
may be necessary that if we are lifted up we should be cast down.
It may only be part and parcel of the cry, 'Nearer my God to Thee,
nearer to Thee,' that we should have to groan out, also 'O wretched
man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?'
The two fit into each other like the pieces of a puzzle, they rise and
fall like the scales of a balance, and, without its fellow, each of them
might be ruinous to us.

Learn, also, that we must never envy other saints. If we hear Pau|
speak of his visions, let us recollect his thorn in the flesh; if we meet
with a brother who rejoices abundantly, and whom God owns and
blesses, let us not conclude that his pathway is all smooth. His roses
have their thorns, his bees their stings. As for ourselves, let us never
wish to be without our daily cross. The kite broke away from its
string, and instead of mounting to the stars it descended into the
mire. The river grew weary of its restraining banks and longed to
burst them, that it might rush on in the wild joy of freedom; down
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went the embankments, the river became a flood, and carried
destruction and desolation wherever it rushed. Unrein the coursers
of the sun, and, lo! the earth is burned; unbind the girdle of the
elements, and chaos reigns! Let us never desire to be rid of those
restraints which God has seen fit to lay upon us; they are more
needful than we dream. Remember how the vine, when bound to
the stake which upheld it, judged itself a martyr and longed to be
free; but when it saw the wild vine at its feet, rotting in the damps
and pining amidst the heats, and producing no fruit, it felt how
needful were its bonds if its clusters were ever to ripen. Be content,
dear brother, to keep the thorn in the flesh, if it saves thee from
being exalted above measure.

III. Tur TMMEDTATE EFFECT oF THrs rHoRN upoN plur,.

First-it drove him to his knees. 'For this thing I besought the
I.ord thrice.' Anything is a blessing which makes us pray. This
thorn compelled Paul to cry unto God, and, having commenced to
pray, he resorted to prayer again and again. 'I besought the Lord
thrice.' It may be that this was the exact number of his special
prayers on that point: it may, however, only intimate that he often
cried to God for deliverance from this trouble. yes, we may be lax
in prayer when all things flow with even current, but we multiply
prayers when trials increase. In this way, Paul was kept from being
proud. The revelations now seemed forgotten, for the thorn in the
flesh was the more prominent thing of the two. Now, he would not
speak about visions, and could not; for, when his tongue was
tempted to move upon that subject, the thorn began to prick his side
again. A man does not want to tell pretty stories when his head is
aching, or when sharp pains are goading him. Paul was not allowed
to dazzle himself with the brightness which God had set before him;
his thoughts were turned in another direction, yea, blessedly turned
to the mercy-seat, where he could get no evil, but must derive much
profit. He continued still to pray, till at last he received for an
answer, not the removal of the thorn, but the assurance, 'My grace
is sufficient for thee.' God will always honour our prayers; He will
pay us either in silver or in gold; and sometimes it is a golden
answer to prayer to deny us our request, and give us the very oppo-
site of what we seek. If you were to tell your child that you would
grant him anything he asked for, you would not intend by that that
you would give him a poisonous drug, if someone should delude
him into the idea that it would be useful to him. You would mean
that you would give your child all that was really good for him.
God, therefore, knowing that this thorn in the flesh was a sacred
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medicine to Paul, would not take it away, even though most urgently

requested to do so. Well does Ralph Erskine say of prayer-
'I'm heard when answered soon or late,
Yea, heard rvhen I no answer get;
Most kinctly answered when refused;
And treated well when harshly used"

So, though refused, Paul was answerecl; for he got something better

than thelaking away of the thorn in the flesh; and the result was that

ifr"-g.u." glveln nim enabled him to bear the thorn, and lifted him

,ijni uuou"" it, till he even rejoiced, and gloried to think that he was

pJ.*itt"a so io sufier. 'Mosi gladly, therefore, will I rather glqy +'-v 
i"i't-itCIs, that the poweiof ihtitt may rest upon me.'. This is

" !*"0 thing. Supposiig any persol here is very poor' and he has

piV"A the iord matty a'ti-b io raise him.above want' and at last

boi nut said, 'My grace is sufficient for thee,' what more,can he

"..0f VfV dear bioiher, rejoice in poverty, and thank God that you

ut. poot, it the Lord is betier glorified therebv; b.? g1"*flll9-1 yi:I

io* "rtut", and say, 'I have the-honour to be permitted to glorify God

in po*rty.' Perhaps it may be you.are the subject of a painful

iloiirv infirmity, und yoo have priyed to have it removed; yet the

Lord knows tirat your infirmity is for His glory' and your good'

W"[ *ft.n He sayi, 'My grace is sufficient for thee" accept and bear

tfr" l.i"f ,ot only with rlJgnation, but with acquiescence. Wish not

to change your estate. Your heavenly Father knoweth best'

IV. Now, lastly, rna PERMANENT RESULT of this preventative

upon Paul. i'or the present you see it.kept him from being exalted'

by making him pray and by leading him to receive more grace' but

pi,t-ut."ify, the rernedy ur-at vet-v successful' for through the power

;i th; rtoty.spirit, it klpt him humble -afways, This thorn in the

flesh made him humble ln reference to his visions' for he became

siient aUo"t them. Fourteen long years rolled away' and the apostle

never told anybody that he hid been caught up. into the, third

heaven. I gather from the way in which .he puts it here'^ ffiat ne

,r"u", .oerriioned it to a soul' This was singular' Why' { I were

caught up into the third heaven, I should tell you of it the nrst trme

i-friO tfti chance of addressing you; and I warrant that most here

*""10 ""t be long before the.] would impart to their friends the

Uf"tt.O secret. The thorn in ihe flesh must have had a powerful

"n""t upo., the apostle's mind, when it led him to wrap up his

ir"ururJin his bosom, and go through the world' nobody being-any

the *iser for all that he had-seen' He was a humble man indeed'

When he did tell it, it was dragged out of him' He told it for a
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purpose. It was only because the Corinthians had denied his apostle-
itrip anA said, 'What does he know concerning divine things?' that
he lelt bound to vindicate his character, and he would not have told
it else. Notice how modestly he speaks of it-in such a way that it
does not leave the impression on your mind that he was an eminently
honoured man through receiving the revelation. The impression
received rather is, how weak it was of Paul to be exalted above
measure, and how gracious it was of God to give him the thorn in
the flesh to keep him where he should be' Observe that his way 9f
telling the story is moclest in its very form, but it is especially humble
in itsipirit, foi he takes us off from the idea of how gloriously- God
revealed Himself to Paul, and makes us rather look at the weakness
of the recipient of the revelation than at the great honour conferred
by the revelation.

It is no small matter when God sends a thorn in the flesh and it
answers its end, for in some cases it does not. Without the sanctify-
ing power of the Holy Spirit, thorns are productive of evil rather
than good. In many people, their thorn in the flesh does not appear
to have fulfilled any idmirable design at all; it has created another
vice, instead of removing a temptation. We have known some whose
poverty has made them envious; others whose sickness has rendered
ihem impatient and petulant; and others, agairr, whose personal

infirmity has rendered them perpetually fretful and rebellious against
God. O, dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, let us labour
against this with all our might, and if God has been pleased to put

a-fetter upon us in any shape or way, let us ask Him not to allow us
to make this the occasion for fresh folly, but, cn the contrary, to
bear the rod and learn its lessons. Pray that when we are affiicted
we may grow in grace and in likeness to our Lord Jesus, and so

bring more honour to His name. Does not this teach us all the
solemn duty of being content, whatever our lot may be-contelt
without the revelation if we are without the thorn---content with the
thorn if we have the revelation-content without either revelation or

thorn, so long as we may but have a humble hope in Jesus Christ
our Saviour^

O, beloved, what a happy people God's people are, and ought to

be, when everything turns for their good, when even the thorn that

was a curse becomes to them a blessing, and out of the lion comes

forth honey. If the thorn be a blessing, what must the blessing itself

be? If the smarts of earth heal us, what will the joys of heaven do

for us? Let us be glad! Ours is a happy portion! Let us go on our
way rejoicing that we are favoured to possess divine life, and
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shoulder our cross cheerfully, for we shall soon (ah, how soon! )
wear out crown.

The last thought of all is, what a sad thing it must be not to be a
believer in Jesus Christ, because thorns we shall have if we are not
in Christ, but those thorns will not be blessings to us. I understand
drinking bitter medicine, if it is to make me well; but who would
drink wormwood and gall with no good result to follow? I can
understand toiling if a wage is in prospect, but I cannot see the sense
of toiling when there is no reward for it. Now, you who love not
God, your lives are not all flowers and sunshine. It is not all music
and dancing with you now. I know you have your cares and
troubles, you have your thorns in the flesh, and perhaps a great many
of them; but you have no Saviour to run to. Yor: are like a ship in
a storm, and there is no harbour for you; you are as birds driven
before the wind, and you have no nests in which to shelter, but must
be driven for ever before the blast of Jehovah's wrath. Consider
this, I pray you, meditate upon your condition and prospects, and
when you have so done, may your heart cry out, 'I would fain have
God to be my Friend.' Remember that He who sent Paul thorns for
his good, once wore a thorn-crown Himself, for the salvation of
sinners; and if you will come and bow before Him as He wears that
diadem, and trust Him as the Son of God made flesh for sinners,
and bleeding and dying for them, you shall be saved this morning;
your sins, which are many, shall be forgiven you; and though I
cannot promise you that you shall be without a thorn as you live,
I can promise you that your thorns shall become to you a rich
blessing, which will be better still. There is one thorn you shall never
have, if you believe in Jesus, the thorn of unforgiven sin, the fear of
the wrath to come. You shall have the peace of God which passeth
understanding, which shall keep your heart and mind by Christ
Jesus. O, that some would trust in Jesus this morning. Go, brethren,
and pray it may be so. The Lord grant it, for Christ's sake. Amen.

Hf; I
I
{
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Puritons ond
Puritonism

S. M. HOUGHTON
, (continued from last month)

In the stormy period of civil war (1642-48), and the period of the
Commonwealth (1649-60) which followed it, Puritans played such
a prominent part that their history completely dovetails into the
history of England, and need not be here narrated. To some, the
Commonwealth experiment will appear an unmitigated tyranny; to
others, in spite of its faults, it will appear as a sincere and resolute
attempt to govern England on Christian principles. A discussion of
such matters scarcely falls within the scope of the present article.
The Puritans' political programme must be sought for in political
histories. But it may at least be claimed that Guizot was right in
summing up the permanent results of the Commonwealth as 'the

downfall of absolute monarchy, the assured preponderance of the
Commons, and the permanence of religious freedom.' Many of the
Puritans builded better than they knew. Guizot's summary of
results is not rendered void by the fact that another revolution was
needed-that of 1688-89-before the full fruits of the mid-century
revolution could be garnered. The later revolution, issuing, as it did,
in almost complete religious toleration, and in a political equipoise
which has commended itself to all later generations of Englishmen,
would have been impossible without the work of the earlier Puritans.
The Civil War and the Glorious Revolution are, in fact, but different
stages of the same struggle; and no other domestic struggle in the
long annals of the British race is comparable to this in intensity or
importance, whether in the sphere of politics or religion. It is the
fundamental importance of the issues involved that gives the
seventeenth century its peculiar fascination for historians and
readers of history, and, indeed, for all who value human freedom.

But what ideas and ideals gave strength and permanence to the
Puritan movement? Certainly the ideal of simplicity of life was not
the least important of them. The life of the Puritan was thus
characterised as a direct result of his seeking first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and of setting the Lord always before
his face. He kept his heart with all diligence, recognising that out of
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it came the issues of life. His lofty conception of the majesty of
God-not so much a by-product as a main principle of Calvinism-
his practical application to everyday matters of the supremacy of
God's will as expressed in Holy Writ, and his realisation, so finely
expounded by John Bunyan, that the Christian iife is a pilgrimage
from a city of destruction to a 'continuing city' in the world to comi,
caused the Puritan to see the issues of life in all their stark naked-
ness. Truth was given, not to be adorned, but to be displayed.'I could also,' says Bunyan in Grace Abounding,'have stepped into
a style much higher than this in which I have discoursed, and could
have adorned all things more than here I have seemed to do; but
I dare not. God did not play in convincing of me; the devil did not
play in tempting of me; neither did I play when I sunk as into a
bottomless pit, when the pangs of hell caught hold upon me; where-
fore f may not play in my relating of them, but be plain and simple,
and lay down the thing as it was.'

Intense earnestness was linked with the puritan's simplicity,
whether seen in his intercourse with his fellows or in his communion
with his God. He disciplined himself. He wrestled hard 'with sins
and doubts and fears.' He joined the long 'cloud of witnesses, who'show the same path to heaven.' Despite his interest in matters
political, he endeavoured to set his affection on things above rather
than on things on earth. His struggle with the Crown was not the
out-working of a desire to amass wealth or to become great in the
earth, but in part the outcome of a belief that Caesar was claiming,
in virtue of his exaggerated interpretation of the doctrine of divine
right, a share in the things that were God's. Wordsworth's assertion
that, for the Puritan, 'plain living' accompanied 'high thinking' is
neither more nol less than the truth. And, incidentally, we may
remind ourselves that when the same poet wrote, 'We must be free
or die,' the sentiment was in his mind closely linked with the faith
and morals which Milton held. To Shakespeire he gives the honour
of excellence of language, but to a prince of Puritans he accords the
greater honour of holding that which alone gives life its value and
its grandeur. A late nineteenth-century writer boldly states that'The weakness of our age lies just where the puritan was strong.'
Had he lived in the mid-twentieth century, he would probably have
re-stated the truth with an even greater emphasis.

Another notable characteristic of the Puritan was his consuming
loyalty to duty, that 'stern daughter of the voice of God., When
Robert Browne, the separatist, was induced to walk the pathway of
conformity to the established church after the bold stand of his
earlier days, to many o[ his fellow-Puritans it seemed a course
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utterly incompatible with a Puritan's primary obligations, and akin
to Peter's denial of his Lord. The Puritan was normally cast in a
stern mould. Cost what it might, conscience must be obeyed. Duty
was hammered out by his conscience on the unyielding anvil of the
Word of the Most Hi-eh. Neither king nor prelate, neither wife nor
neighbour, must be permitted to dull the ear to the force of the
divine precept. No iron heated in 'the working house of thought'
must be allowed to sear the conscience. Righteousness, which meant
conformity to the will of God, was obligatory in every sphere. It
was the sinew of every duty. It alone could screw up man's courage
to the 'sticking place.' Perhaps it is not too much to claim that an
Englishman's strong sense of duty is the result of an impregnation
of the national character with this Puritan quality. Who but an
Englishman could have appeal to his sailors on the eve of a great
battle in plain terms of duty? Nelson was no Puritan, but it is not
inconceivable that his ministerial forbears had inherited, and
bequeathed to him, something of the Puritan strain.

In the Puritan also there was found 'an ever-present and intimate
sense of the leadership of God.'Whether it was a mistaken belief in
some cases may be open to question-doubtless many would be pre-
pared sturdily to deny all trace of the divine leadership of Cromwell
and his friends at Marston Moor or Naseby-but that such a belief
was present in strength none can deny who read Cromwell's Letters
and Speeches, or Bunyan's profoundly moving autobiography, or the
narratives of the Pilgrim Fathers. If it is the case with the ungodly
that 'God is not in all their thoughts,'the reverse was the very life of
Puritanism. 'God's presence and His very self,' and that in no
mystical or sacramental sense, was the Puritan's modus vivendi. He
lived in God and he lived with God, or he perished. To him, 'God

with us'not only meant that in the first century of the Christian era
the Saviour of men tabernacled among them; it conveyed also the
even profounder truth that 'God in Christ' was verily present with
seventeenth-century men and women, who, being foreknown, pre'
destinated, called, and justified, were also, in the confident anticipa'
tion of faith, actually glorified as they walked the narrow streets of
English towns and the leafy lanes of English shires. The Saviour
who, in the days of His flesh, chose the pathways which the disciples
should tread in His company, likewise led His people in the
seventeenth-century scene, guiding them by the skilfulness of His
hands.

One of the most revealing of passages in Cromwell's Letters and
Speeches, but one which seems to be little known, is a part of the

4s3

: l ]

I

t

I



454 The Gospel Magazine

Protector's speech of23rdJanuary, 1657, tohis second parliament.

, 
'This (nation),' it runs, ,is furnished-give me leave to say it

for I believe it is true-with the best people in the world, porr"r-
sing so much soil. A People in civil rights-in respect of tnei,
rights and privileges-very ancient and honourabie. And IN
this People, in the midst of this people, you have, what is still
more precious, a PEOPLE (I know every one will hear and
acknowledge it) that are to God ..as the apple of His eye"_and
He says so of them, be they many or be they fewl Bul they are
many. A People of the blessing of God; a people undei His
safety and protection; a People calling upon the Name of the
Lord, which the heathen do not; a people knowing God; and a
People (according to the ordinary expreisions) fearing God; and
you have of this no parallel, no, not in all the world! you have
in the midst of you glorious things.'

To realise this was doubtless happiness to England's sorely-pressed
Protector. His troubles arose partly from the failure of ihi great
majority of his fellow-countrymen to appreciate it. After aill the
Puritan was attempting to thrust minority rule on a nation which
shared his liking for liberty.

That Puritanism had its darker side must be frankly admitted.
Unlike oliver cromwell, who had a genuine desire for religious
toleration, many Puritans grievously misinterpreted the functio;s of
the State, and, in power, were prepared to deny to others the liber-
ties they claimed for themselves. 'New presbyter is but old priest
writ large,' wrote Milton, when the Long pailiament p.opor^"d to
substitute Presbyterianism for Laudianiim, and with the same
intolerances. This defect of the puritans' qualities was prominent,
too, for instance, in the New England Colonies. It was the result of
confusion between the uncompromising nature of christian truth,
and the necessary compromise in rightly-constituted government
which we know as religious toleration. To be unyielding in the
proclamation of the Gospel of grace is one thing: to reco{nise the
right of 'the other man' to liberty of speech is quite anoiher. To
concede 'liberty of conscience' to all men is not weakness in govern-
ment but strength; and it is here that the thinking of many of the
Puritans was defective. An American writer compares the puritan
spirit to 'one of those bulbs which this country (i.e., U.S.A.) imports,
as it did Puritanism, from Holland, in its dull, rough husk, wiih no
perceptible grace or fragrance. Set it, however, in the sun of the
later centuries, and that rough stalk blossoms into a flower which
would have seemed to the Puritan almost too fair. So the blessings
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of the present have their root in that sterner past. We do not out-
grow the past: we grow out of it.'

The enduring and beneficent influences of Puritanism are recog-
nised by many who do not share its outlook and who regard its
doctrines as 'a creed outworn.' Many Anglicans who lament the fact
that Puritanism crystallised into various non-conformist bodies
which were not in communion with the 'great historic church' of
England, nevertheless own the pregnant qualities of the Puritan
faith. 'The spirit of Puritanism,' wrote Dean Spence of Gloucester
in 1900, 'still lives and works amongst us. It is one of the powers for
good to this day in the English nation. To its grave and weighty
influence is owing much of the sobriety, the "religiousness," if we
may use the word, of the Anglo-Saxon race. To take a few con-
spicuous examples: in no country of the civilised world is woman
reverenced and respected as in England. Among no people is the
sanctity of marriage and the holy purity of the home-life reverenced
as with us in England. The ideal of English womanhood was sung
first by the Puritan poet Spenser, and somewhat later by the far
more pronounced Puritan Milton, who had before him such fair
models as Lucy Hutchinson and the mother of Oliver Cromwell,
and others of the nobler Puritan ladies of her day. In Letters the
influence of Puritanism has been especially marked. It is to England
that all European nations resort, not only for masterpieces of litera-
ture, but for pure books in the several domains of history, poetry,
and romance. To Puritanism we owe, too, the rigid consert'itism
of our English Sunday-an institution often mocked at, but in the
same breath admired and envied by foreign critics.' We can only
regret that, during the six decades since these words were written, a
decided change for the worse has come over English national life.

It is not possible here to estimate the relative importance of the
various contributions made by Puritanisrn to England and the world,
but not the least of those beneflts, it may be claimed, is the Author-
ised Version of the Bible. The body of men which made that most
famous of all translations of the Scriptures was by no means
exclusively Puritan or even predominantly Puritan. The sly hit at
the Puritans in the preface addressed to James I is sufficient to
indicate this; but it is true to say that the Authorised Version owes
its existence to Puritan agitation. Few men in these days trouble
to read the lengthy address of the Translators to the reader, which
is now but rarely printed in the Bible, though it is a highly interesting
document and much more worthy of attention than the florid and
obsequious greeting addressed to the king. 'The very historical
truth,' runs the Address, 'is, that upon the importunate petitions of
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the Puritans at his Majesty's coming to this crown, the conference
at Hampton Court having been appointed for hearing their com-
plaints, when by force of reason they were put from all other
grounds, they had recourse at the last to this shift, that they could
not with good conscience subscribe to the Communion book, since
it maintained the Bible as it was there translated, which was, they
said, a most corrupted translation. And although this was judged to
be but a very poor and empty shift, yet even hereupon did his
Majesty begin to bethink himself of the good that might ensue by a
new translation, and presently after gave order for this translation
which is now presented unto thee. Thus much to satisfy our
scrupulous brethren.'

The concluding words of the Address run as follows: 'Many

other things we might give thee warning of, gentle reader, if we had
not exceeded the measure of a Preface already. It remaineth that we
commend thee to God, and to the Spirit of His grace, which is able
to build further than we can ask or think. He removeth the scales
from our eyes, the vail from our hearts, opening our wits that we
may understand His Word, enlarging our hearts, yea, correcting our
afiections, that we may love it above gold and silver, yea, that we
may love it to the end. Ye are brought unto fountains of living
water which ye digged not; do not cast earth into them, with the
Philistines, neither prefer broken pits before them, with the wicked
Jews. Others have laboured, and you may enter into their labours.
O receive not so great things in vain; O despise not so great salva-
tion! Be not like swine to tread under foot so precious things,
neither yet like dogs to tear and abuse holy things. Say not to our
Saviour with the Gergesites, Depart out of our coasts; neither yet
with Esau sell your birthright for a mess of pottage. If light be come
into the world, love not darkness more than light; if food, if clothing,
be offered, go not naked, starve not yourselves. Remember the
advice ofNaziqnzene, It is a grievous thing (or dangerous) to ncglect
a great fair, and to seek to make markets afterwards: also the
encouragement of S. Chrysostome, It is altogether impossible, that
he that is sober (and wetchful) should qt qny time be neglected.
Lastly, the admonition and menacing of S. Augustine, They that
despise God's will inviting them, shall feel God's will taking vm-
geance of them. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the
living God; but a blessed thing it is, and will bring us to everlasting
blessedness in the end, when God speaketh unto us, to hearken;
when He setteth His Word before us, to read it; when He stretcheth
out His hand and calleth, to answer, Here am I: here we are to do
thy will, O God. The Lord work a care and conscience in us to



The Gospel Magazine

know Him and serve Him, that we may be acknowledged of Him
at the appearing of our Lord JEsus Crnrsr, to whom with the Holy
Ghost" be all praise and thanksgiving. Amen.'

The version of the Bible used by the Puritans up to 1611, and
republished by them as late as 1640, was the Geneva Bible' It was
well known to James I for it was widely used in Scotland-John
Knox had a hand in making it-and had' in fact' been 'preached at
him on many well-remembered occasions. He disliked it as a transla-
tion accomplished in a republican city, but more particularly.he
detested it for its marginal notes, which he described as 'very partial,
untrue, seditious, and savouring too much of traitorous and dan-
gerous conceits.' The note which was found alongside Exodus 1 : 17
was especially galling to him. It was a comment on the statement
that thi midwives disobeyed Pharaoh in the matter of destroying
the Hebrews' children. The note ran thus: 'Their disobedience
herein was lawful, but their dissembling evil'' 'It is false,' said
James; 'to disobey the king is not la*{ul, and traitorous conceits
should not go forth among the people'' It is not at all certain,
however, that Dr. Reynolds, President of Corpus Christi College'
Oxford, and Puritan spokesman at the Hampton Court Conference,
mentioned the Geneva Bible. He explained to the Conference that
the Puritans felt it to be a hardship to be compelled to use the
Prayer Book with rts faulty translations of Scripture. The errors to
whith he referred occurred in the Great Bible, and the Bishops'
Bible, which were the authorised versions of the day. Possibly Dr.
Reynolds intended to ask for the recognition of the more accurate
Geneva version, but, ere he could do so or put forward a request for
a new translation, the king intervened with the assertion that the
Geneva version was the worst of all. The result was the new author-
ised version of 1611, which quite apart from its primary quality as
the vehicle of divine truth to men, is acclaimed by all to be

'a well of English undefYled,
On Fame's eternall beadroll worthie to be fyled.'

Its influence on religion, manners, character, literature, and national
life generally has been incalculably great. It is the tragedy of the
twentieth century that a vastly inferior literature has been substituted
for its noble cadences, and, much more, for the saving truths which
it speaks.

From the background of Elizabethan and Jacobean controversies
emerged the Puritan theologian, and no account of the Puritan era,
however brief, would adequately convey the spirit of the movement
without some reference to the 'giants in the earth in those days,'
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whose writings are massive memorials of their industry, spiritual
acumen, and depth of Christian knowledge and experience-. It is
customary to confine attention to two or three men whose names
are household words. John Bunyan and Richard Baxter bestride
their world to the virtual exclusion from the public eye of many
equally worthy figures. Let honour here be done to ceitain others
whose learned labours, reprinted, cheered our victorian forefathers.

Among the earlier Puritans, Richard Sibbes, of Suffolk, preacher
at Gray's Inn, London, and Master of Katharine Hall, CambriOge,
is remarkable. In his Lives of the puritqns, Benjamin Brooks wriies
thus of him: 'As a wise master-builder, and among the people the
most eminent for learning and piety, he mostly preached bn the
fundamental truths of the Gospel, particularly the incarnation of the
Son of God. Indeed, he is said to have preached so often on this
subject that there is scarcely one benefit flowing from it, or one holy
disposition it ought to excite, which he did not sweetly unfold and
apply. His thoughts and his preaching being so much directed to
the humiliation of christ seemed to beget in himself a deep humility
before God and men.' Sibbes' best-known work is undoubtedly Th"e
Bruised Reed, to which Richard Baxter owed his conversion. His
Soul's Conflict has also had many readers across the years.

Equally spiritual but more systematic and orderly in composition
ge- th9 writings of Stephen Charnock, Fellow of New -ollege,
Oxford, whose Discourses on the Existence and Attributes of G:od
(ojten reprinted) well deserve a place among puritan masterpieces.
They form a compendium of profound theoiogy. Thomas Minton,
a Somersetshire man, one of Oliver Cromwellts chaplains, is com-
mended by Archbishop Ussher as a ,voluminous preacher,' that is
to say, one who can compress much divinity into small compass, but
he is 'voluminous' also in the modern sense.

A one-book man whose work has, perhaps, been reprinted more
tha_n that of any other Puritan author barring Bunyan and Baxter,
is William Gurnall, preacher of Emmanuel College, Cambridge, who
became the rector of Lavenham in suffolk. His book, the Christian
in complete Armour, is a collection of sermons on the latter part of
Ephesians 6. It abounds in pithy statement and homely appliiations
of truth. It exerted a considerable influence otr evungeli.iis at least
until the middle of the nineteenth century, and is eminently deserving
of the closest attention. It abounds in homely thrusts and expoundi
evangelical truth in non-academic fashion. Twentieth-ienturv
christians might well adopt its concise chapters for devotional're1ding. A Welsh translation made it very popular in the princi-
pality at the time of the Methodist revival.
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John Trapp, of Weston-on-Avon, also deserves mention as the
author of a five-volume folio commentary on the entire Bible which
is, in some ways, the best Puritan work of its kind. C. H. Spurgeon,
in his'Commenting and Commentaries,' says of Trapp: 'Some of
his remarks are far-fetched, and like the far-fetched rarities of
Solomon's Tarshish; there is much gold and silver, but there are
also apes and peacocks. His criticisms would some of them be the
cause of amusement in these days of greater scholarship; but for all
that, he who shall excell Trapp had need rise very early in the
morning. Trapp is my especial companion and treasure; I can read
him when I am too weary for anything else. Trapp is salt, pepper,
mustard, vinegar, and all the other condiments. Put him on the table
when you study, and when you have your dish ready, use him by
way of spicing the whole thing.' A more popular commentator,
however, is the pious Matthew Henry, who belongs to the later
Puritans. We quote the Encyclopaedia Britannica as it yields to him
and his work its meed of praise: 'Its unfailing good sense, its dis-
criminating thought, its high moral tone, its simple piety, and its
singular felicity of practical application, combine with the well-
sustained flow of its racy English style to secure for it the foremost
place among works of its class.'

(To be continued)

Let the popists go with their long faith. Be you contented with
the shrort faith of the saints which is revealed to us in the lVord of
God. Adieu to all popish fantasies.-Hucn Leuvtrn.

And as for the Pope, I refase him as Chist's enemy and antl-
christ, with all his false doctrlna.-Trlolvles CneNrrlrn.

How long, Inrd, shall darkness overwlrclm this kingdom. How
long shalt thou sufler the tyranny of men? Lord Jesus receive my
splrlr.-Pernrcx H^llrarr,ton.
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. . . Corutiruutrug t/lae Series

OId Testoment
Revivols

R. N. CASWELL

After a period of about 60 years, Ezra (in about 459 n.c.) led a
second group back to Jerusalem, in the reign of Artaxerxes
Longimanus. Ezra was a scribe (copying out letters and legal docu'
ments), a solicitor and a preacher. His ambition was to know the
Law of God and practise it, and to help others to do the same.

The King handed him a letter before he left. In it Artaxerxes
allowed Ezrato take with him any money and donations he received'
He would be given supplies when he arrived in the Province West
of Jordan. And he was appointed Governor of this Province (Ezra
7 : 12-26). No wonder Ezra was thankful to God (7 :27-28).

Ezra was keen to get leading men and wise men to go with him,
Levites also to work in the Temple. They all camped for three days
beside a river. They had one great fear (8 :21-23): there were
brigands on the route and Ezra was ashamed to ask the King for
protecting soldiers. They prayed and set off. The tremendous load
of gold and silver that they carried led them to expect ambushes,
but none came. After months on the road they arrived safely.

Ezra was shocked to discover that the Jews had begun worship
ping idols again, having married pagans. In his grief ho pulled out
hairs of his head and his beard. Then, falling on his knees, he
confessed their sin-the very same sin that had led to their cap-
tivity. When he opened his eyes he saw a great many of the
Israelites weeping (10 : 1).

All the returned exiles were called together, on pain of banish-
ment and loss of property. It was a terribly wet day and after a
short meeting they decided to appoint leaders to arrange for all
foreign wives and children to be sent home. Only a few men
opposed the plan and within a short time it was carried out.

Later began the series of visits by Nehemiah, the King's cup
bearer. He had been made sad by the news from Jerusalem: the
walls were broken down and the gates destroyed by fire. He prayed
(Neh., chapter l) that the King Artaxorxes would give him permis-

I
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sion to help in some way. The King noticed that Nehemiah was
sad and asked him what was wrong. As a result Nehemiah was
given permission to go and rebuild the walls, using timber out of the
King's forest.

Shortly after he arrived, he and a few men went out secretly by
night and picked their way through the stones and rubble right
round the city. It was time now to declare his plan-nothing less
than building the walls. Sanballat and Tobiah (two men who were
annoyed at his arrival) laughed at the very idea (2:17-20).

During the building the nobles would not work, though perhaps
seeing girls working made them ashamed. Many different occupa-
tions were represented, goldsmiths, perfumers, merchants. Some
rather selfish people would only rvork opposite their own houses.
Even the priests worked. Bit by bit the gates, the towers and the
walls were erected, ten gates in all being set up.

Then the opposition really got started. At first Saballat and
Tobiah laughed at the builders and made a joke of the walls. Even
a fox, they said, could knock them down. But the work went on
(4: 1.6). However, Sanballat was not finished yet. The plan now
was to attack the builders. Nehemiah organised all who could fight
and prepared to guard the walls. By this Sanballat saw that his plan
was known. Some of the Jews held the weapons while the others
worked. Some of the builders had a trowel in one hand and a sword
in the other. Nehemiah and some others slept with their clothes on,
to be in instant readiness (4 : l-end).

Next, Sanballat resorted to tricks. Four times he invited
Nehemiah to parley with him, away from Jerusalem, but each time
Nehemiah refused. Then he showed Nehemiah an open letter. It
said that the Jews under Nehemiah were planning to revolt. San-
ballat hinted that he would send this letter to the King. Nehemiah
replied that the accusation was false and stupid. The King would
not believe them.

Some Quislings pretended to 
-be 

prophets. They warned Nehemiah
of impending death. 'Ihey advised him to hide in the Temple.
Nehemiah refused to hide and later discovered they had been bribed
by Sanballat. The behaviour of the nobles was very bad. Many of
them were related by marriage to Tobiah. They praised Tobiah
before Nehemiah and disclosed Nehemiah's plans. In spite of all
this the walls were finished. In fifty-two days the rebuilding of the
walls and the gates was completed. Even the heathen were amazed.

Internal trouble now beset Nehemiah. Tho poor people borrowed
money from the nobles, firstly because it had been a bad year, and
secondly to pay the King's taxes. The rate of interest was very high,
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and some of them were actually forced to sell their children as
slaves. This made Nehemiah very angry and at a big public meet_
ilgf" got the nobles to promise to pui matters righ-t,^shaking out
his lap to show what God would do with them if thJy failed to-keep
their word. The ordinary people were overjoyed and shoutei'Amen.' The rest of chapter five deals with Nehemiah's generosity,
for he refused to take any salary as Governor, instead feeding
one hundred and fifty men at his own expense.
- O_l u certain day all the people gathered in the square in front of

the water Gate, to hear the word of God being read and explained.
so that everybody could see, a special wooden pulpit had been built.
Ezra climbed the steps, accompanied by Netremiatr and other
leaders, with over a dozen readers to help him. From early morning
till mid-day they took turns at reading the five Books bt Vores,
explaining any difficult parts. Ezra urged the people to rejoice
because now they could obey God's Woid. One of tire things they
had not done was to keep the Feast of Booths (or temporari dwet-
lings) in memory of the trek through the wildernes.. No* t'his was
revived amid great gladness.

. A{ter g lo^ng pr.ayer (chapter nine) in which they thought about
the Exodus from Egypt and the good land which God mJant them
to own, the people filed past a table to sign a covenant:

(a) to obey the Laws given by Moses,
(b) not to marry pagans,
(c) not to buy or sell on the Sabbath,
(d) to wipe out all debts every seven years,
(e) to pay money for the Temple.

The day after the dedication of the wall (from 12 :27) was a day
of great joy. Two companies walked on the wall in opposite direi-
tions, singing and playing musical instruments as they went. When
they met, a special praise service was held.

Nehemiah then returned to Babylon, very well satisfied with the
work he had done. After some time he decided to pay a return visit
to Jerusalem, in order to put right some problems (chapter thirteen).
He was horrified to find that his old enemy Tobiah had actually
been invited to live in part of the Temple by his relation the priesi.
Things used in the services had been cleared out of the room, 

-which

had then been given to Tobiah. Nehemiah was very angry and
threw out Tobiah's furniture.

The Levites had not been paid and had all gone back to farming.
Nehemiah saw to it that payment was made. He was particularly
horrified to see people working on the Sabbath. Fishmongers atso
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arrived and soon a market began. So he shut the gates and when
these men turned up he told thern to go away or he would lay hands
on them.

And he was very angry also when he heard that Jews had again
married pagans. The children spoke half and half in two languages.
One man in particular who had married Sanballat's daughter was
chased by Nehemiah.

Probably Nehemiah returned to Babylon and died there. He was
the kind of man every generation needs. Such men are skilled in
the law of God, determined leaders yet fitted to deal patiently with
a people so prone to lapse. Our own generation particularly
requires leaders of this stamp, for the Walls of Zion are in ruins
once more.

Cursed be that love qnd unity for which the Word of God must
be put at stake.-MenrrN LurHpn.

How long, I-ord, shall durkness overwhelm this kingdom? How
Iong shalt Thou sulJer the tyranny of men? htrd lesus receive my
spin7.-Pernrcr H,qu rr,roN.

My mind being now more opened and enlarged, I began to read
the Holy Scriptures, upon my knees, Iaying aside all other books,
and praying over, if possible, every line and word. This proved
meat indeed and drink indeed to my soul. I daily received fresh life,
light and power from above. I got more true knowledge from
reading the book of God in one month thqn I could ever have
acquired from aJI the writings of men.-4noncr WnrrBFrELD.
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SERMON
Adopted by God

H. M. CARSON

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba,
Father.-Romans 8 : 15.

When the New Testament speaks about the beginning of the
Christian life, when it speaks of what is involved when a man
becomes a Christian, it uses metaphors that portray a very radical
change. It speaks of a man being'born again'; it refers to him as a
'new creation'; it describes him as having'passed from death unto
life,' being 'translated from the kingdom of darkness and brought
into the kingdom of God's dear Son.' All these, and other pictures,
emphasise the fact that to become a Christian is to experience a
radical transformation. It is in terms of something great that
happens, something mighty that God does in the life.

Here then in this verse is another of these radical metaphors, that
of adoption. The Christian is a man who has been adopted into the
family circle of God; and to speak of that transformation, to speak
of the amazing change by which a man is brought and set within the
family circle of heaven, is inevitably to emphasise the need for such
a change to be effected. Adoption to the New Testament believer is
a great experience because he knows himself how great was his need
of thus being brought within God's family. The trouble with so
many is that they do not see this great need. There is a lot of facile
and superficiai talk about the fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of man and people imagine that you can take upon your lips
the Lord's Prayer in a very easy fashion, that it is a perfectly natural
thing to say 'Our Father.' But when you turn to the New Testament
you find rather a sense of wonder that people such as we are can
turn to God Almighty and can say 'Father.' This is certainly not
something that they take for granted. This is the crowning privilege
of the new life which a nlan receives from God, that he can turn
to the One who is upon the Throne of the universe and he, who is
a sinner and a creature of the dust, can say 'My Father.' So the
adoption of which the apostle is speaking here is, for him and for
anyone who has experienced this great miracle of the grace of God,
the supreme privilege, that God takes us and translates us into His
family so that we are known as His sons and FIis daughters.
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But it requires a miracle of the grace of God before we are in that
position because that is not our natural and normal place' We are

not by nature the children of God. We are rather described in other
termi in the New Testament. We are the children of Adarn, bcrn

into the human race, a race which is sadly out of touch with God'
Turn to the fifth chapter of Romans where Paul speaks of what

happened at the beginning. There is the flrst man, and he stands
noi ur an individual. isolated and concerned only with himself, but
he stands rather as the representative of the race. God puts humanity

on trial in the person of the first man, and the first man sadly,
miserably, tragically fails. God sets before him the alternatives-
obedience und-hf.,-ditobedience and deathl and man, beguiled by

the evil one, deluded by a goal which he imagines is one to be
prized, the goal of asserting his own independence and shaking him-

ielf loose oI the shackles which he imagines his Creator wili impose

upon him-he turns and goes his own way; he disobeys. And, says

Paul, that was a catastiophic moment for 'by one man's. dis-

obedience, sin came into the world, and death by sin, and death
passed upon all men.' And it is not only that we are born into a

iace wtrlch has turned aside from God, but we ourselves again and

again have endorsed Adam's action. It is not as if we are resentful

ti'at we are in a rebel race. We find ourselves at home in that condi-

tion. By nature we choose our own path and we do not naturally

and easily submit ourselves to God's law and God's will. It is much

more natural for the growing child, from his earliest conscious years,

to assert himself and-want his own way, and that scene in childhood

continues to be seen in all its ugly manifestations as we grow older.

Disobedience to God, rejection of God's will, is indeed the hallmark

of humanity.
But it is not only that the human race has lost its contact with its

creator, it is not simply that there is this great gulf between man

and God, but man in-himself, in his own nature, is in a spiritually
sick condition. He is estranged and alienated from God, but he

himself is in a sorry plight. Looking superficially upon men as you

meet tLem, this is nof ai*ays apparent, any more than a deep seated

sickness and disease is always apparent. A man may outwardly

appear healthy and yet he may be suffering from an incurable
disease which sooner or later will show itself; and many a man

appears outwardly morally healthy, but, says-the-Bible, in.fact in

the very depths oi hir being, he is morally and spiritually diseased.
fre is UiinO, for example; blind to the things of God. He may have

an acute mind, he miy have a highly developed intellect, he may

have had a first-class education, he may be able to discourse on
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many profound subjects, but as far as the things of God are con_
cerned, he is an ignoramus. .The gocl of this world has blinded the
minds of them that beiieve not,' so that man, as he is in himself, is
unable to understand the things of the Spirit of Go<l. Bring him
the gospel, a message which is expricable to a child, ancl with iil his
brilliance he is unable to see it because he is blind. Ancl he is deaf-
deaf to God's Word. The Word may sound in his ear; someone
may present the gospel in such a clear and cogent fashion that it is
quite obvious what is the way of salvation, the way by which a man
may come back to God. But he cannot hear. He hears the words
outwardly but they make no real impact upon his heart. He is
unable to rvalk in God's rvay. yes, he can *ulk in his own ways; he
can stride very self-confidently with very real assurance as he-maps
out his course and as he seeks to accomplish his own ambitions. But
a; fa.r as paths of righteousness and godliness are concerned, he
simply _stumbles along and he is unable to walk in paths that ie
truiy pleasing to God.

He belongs, this child of Adam, to a race which is under sentence
of death. We are a dying race. The one factor, which is the ulti
mate factor, is that 'it is appointecl unto men once to die,, and the
appalling thing about so many is that this is the one factor that they
do not take into account. Listen to the discussions; risten to th'e
philosophers considering this and that; listen to the men toaay wrto
have their schemes for the future and their plans for the "oirnt.y,
and the one factor that so often they try to ignore is this fact of
death. when we hear of someone sufiering-from an incurable
disease, our sympathy is aroused. But we ar" a-ll suffering urtimaiery
from an incurable disease because we are all dying meri ano oyin!
women. Mortality is written right across our humanity, and this is
the one great event from which there is no escape. we may defer its
coming, and modern medical skill has postponed the irrival of
death in a way that our forefathers did noi "njoy, but come it does,
sooner or later; because this is what it means to 6e human-it means
not only to live, it means inevitabry to die. But death, in Scripture,
is not merely the cessation of what r,ve know as life; it is not merety
the end of conscious existence in this world. peattr, in scripturi
has a much more sombre hue. There are far darker shadows casi
across it than that which we associate normally with dying, because
death, in scripture, if it is not accompanied oy trre gru"" 6i coa, is
the final tragic moment when a man passes ctut to face his Maker.
Death'_in Scripture, is the finalising of what is already a ract, tor ii
a man has been out of touch with GocI, alienated and separated from
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his Maker, then at this moment the alienation beromes an eternal
and unalterable fact.

We are the sons and daughters of Adam. We belong to a race
which has lost its way and is in a tragic condition. But there is still
another picture which the Bible uses' It speaks of us as being the
children bf Satan, the sons of the devil. Is it strong language? Well,
it was the language which came from the lips of none other than the
Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He was speaking to men who would
have looked upon themselves as the religious men of the day. He
was not talking to those whom they would have dismissed as the
moral dregs of the community. He was not speaking to the publi-
cans ancl ihe prostitutes, but He was speaking to the upright and
religious men. What has He to say to them? He says, 'Y-o9 a1e-9f
youi fathet the devil, and the lusts of your father you will do.' He
iold a parable, the parable of the wheat and the tares-of the farmer
who sowed wheat in his field and the enemy who came by night in
order to destroy the farmer's work and sowed weeds among the
wheat. 'The wheat,' says Christ, 'are the children of the kingdom and
the weeds, the tares, they are the children of the evil one.' Men talk
about the fatherhood of God, but they forget that something appal-
ling has happened in human history' Creation is no longer-what it
on"e was whin it came fresh minted from the hand of its Creator'
This discordant element has entered and the whole created order is
out of joint, so that no longer can men say' 'God is our Father''
According to Scripture, 'he that committeth sin is of the devil.'
There is i new paternity in the world, spawned by hell itself' This
is how Scriptur- views us-children of the evil one, until, by the
grace of God. we are adopted into the new family.- 

The child bears the family likeness' and the children of the evil
one have many of the characteristics of the father whose name they
bear. What is it that the Bible has to say primarily about the devil?
It speaks of him as the 'arch-rebe1,' the one who refused to accept
God's sovereign control. Jude speaks of the 'angels which did not
keep their firsi estate.' What was their first estate? What was God's
pu.pot" for the angels whom He had created? It was that they
might worship and serve Him. It was that they might be His ser-
uuitr, Hir ministering servants sent forth to do His purposes and to
carry out His will. But Satan is presented to us in Scripture as-the
ung"l *ho rebelled against his Creator, the one who sought,to dgfy
thJ Ahighty, the one indeed who tried to dethrone the Almighty
and to asiend the throne himself. And I say, the child in that family
circle bears the stamp of his father upon him, because this i$
precisely what we constantly try to do. We try to ascend the throne
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of our own lives; we try to dethrone the God who has made us and
who has therefore absolute rights over us. There are those indeed
who do this in a blatant, open fashion, in a scoffing blasphemous
!-ay; Jhey will say they have no time for God and tfiey diimiss the
christian gospel as completely irrelevant to modern man. But there
is many a man who sits in church on a Sunday who is just as much
a rebel as the scoffing atheist outside, because deep down in his
heart he is not prepared to submit himself completily and utterly
to the sovereign control of God Almighty. you will find that rvhen
you discuss the gospel with him. He is not prepared to submit to
this kind of message because this message has no room for human
pride' this message treads human pride in the mire and the drrst,
and you will find man reacting at that point. He wants to trim the
gospel; he wants to adjust it for himself. He will come to God and
he will turn to christ, but he will come on his terms. He will confer
his favour on the Almighty, he will show his approval of Jesus
christ-this is how he comes; and in this very comitrg (which some-
times he imagines is an acceptance of the gospel) he i-s in actual fact
showing that he belongs to a rebel race beciuse he is refusins to
accept the terms which have been laid down by God. fte ivitt
impose his own terms, and this is of the very essence of sin; so that
a man's sinfulness and rebellion can be seen at the very point where
sometimes he imagines he is responding to the gospel.

The devil is also, in Scripture, the great liar; he is the deceiver; he
is the father of lies. And again the children show their parentage
because the children of the evil one know how to lie and how io
deceive. There are, of course, many who do not bear the name of
Christ, and indeed have no time for the gospel, and yet you will say
they speak the truth; there are people who ire urrgohly in the sense
that they have no room for God in their lives, and yet as far as truth
is concerned, you can rely upon their word. can one then still sav
that people, by their very nature, are deceivers? I would say they
are, because this deceiving is not to be seen simply in terms br trre
blatant lie which a man speaks. we can deceivd oihers in di_fferent
ways, in much more subtle ways. Indeed, sometimes we are
deceiving them when we are not fully conscious of the deceit which
w_e are perpetrating. How many of us indeed try to deceive God?
How many men have tried to stand before the Almighty and to
dress up their lives? They produce their excuses, they try io justify
thems-elves, they try to say 'no' to the accusing voice of conscienci
and all the time they are really attempting to deceive God Himself.
Remember what the apostle said, .Be not deceived, God is not
mocked, for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap., We
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may deceive men, and indeed we all do! So many of us, may I say
all of us, live behind a facade of our own creating. People see us'
they listen to our words, they move in our company, but they do not
see the depths of our heart, they do not know what we really are.
They do not see us at those moments when we are by ourselves,
when we can think and imagine and let our mind dwell upon all
manner of uncleanness-ihey do not see us then. They perhaps see
us on Sunday, they see us in church, they hear us singing hymns of
praise, but they do not know the thoughts that can fester below the
iurface, the uncleanness, the bitterness, the malice, the spite, the
jealousy-the hundred and one things that are so unclean in God's
sight-they do not see those things, and so often our life can be just

a living lie. We are one thing apparently before men and in the inner
recesses of our being we are something very, very different.

But this tragedy of deception reaches its ultimate point in that we
constantly deceive ourselves. 'If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us'; and oh, the blind
optimism that affiicts all of us! How easily we gloss over our own
sinful failures and how ready we are to magnify the failures of
others. How ready we are to stand alongside in censorious judgment

upon those who have fallen badly, lrccause the more we can judge

tliem the more we can ignore our own inner failure; and often we
so succeed in this deceiving work, that we can reach the point where
we just do not see ourselves as we really are. There is no greater
tragedy than that-that a man can reach the position where before
Corl he is unclean, and vet he himself has so presented his excuses
to his conscience, he has so frequently evaded the stern and search-
ing word of the gospci that he is perfectly content. You get this
tragedy, Sunday by Sunday, that people can gather in a service like
this, they can listen to the gospel, they can even enjoy the very way
the gospel is preached zrnd they fail to hear it as a searching word
reUuting them. They are deceiving themselves. Lying is always
bad, but it is an appalling thing when a man lies to his own con-
science, for when he succeeds in deceiving his conscience, con'
science, as it were, simply falls asleep and now he can go on
unmoved; he can listen to the most searching word from the Scrip'
ture and it ceases to have any application as far as he is concerned.

And the devil, this great liar and father of lies-here the light
shines in Scripture-he is, as far as God is concerned, the defeated
foe. Indeed, right from the beginning of Scripture this is the note
which begins to sound. The devil has won his victory in Eden, h-as
he? He hls turned man aside from God; he has planted this sinful
disobedience in man's heart, but God is speaking, speaking to fallen
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man. He is speaking about the one who has turned man aside and
He speaks of that day yet in the future, when one shall be born of the
seed of the woman who shall crush the serpent's head. so we look
across the years and we come to that momenl when the prince of this
world threw in all his resources against the Son of God and tasted his
moment of bitter defeat. How does paul describe it? He speaks of
Christ 'spoiling p'ncipalities and powers, making an open^show of
them in His cross.' so the devil is the defeated foi and bhrist is the
reigning Conqueror, the One who shall one day come with great
power and glory to demonstrate finally and completely His triuhph,
and to crush Satan under His feet.

But I said that we by nature are the children of the evil one, and
in that day, if we have not been adopted by the grace of God into
the family circle of the Most High, we shail tast6 the bitter defeat
which will be the everlasting poftion of the devil and his angels. It
is pictured in the vivid symbolism and imagery of the Booliof the
Revelation. The devil, the deceiver, the eneiry of God and of God's
people, is cast into the lake of fire to be tormented day and night for
ever and ever'. And those who are his, those who have-never
repudiated his claims over them, those who have never turned from
hjT.tg seek_the living God, they shall share his eternal misery; they
shall be in that place which is appointed for the devil and his angels.

Children of Adam, children of the devil, and then there is unoihe,
phrase that rhe apostle uses when he is writing to the Ephesians; he
speaks of men in this condition as being the'ihildren oi wrath' and
by the wrath of God the apostle means simply the steady settled
attitude of the Judge of all the earth. 'our God is a consuniing fire.''This is the God who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.; This
is the God who cannot tolerate evil. Indeed, the wrath of Gbd ir uo
inevitable fact because of who God is. when you and r read in the
newspaper or hear on the wireless about some particularly brutal
crime. we aro horrified and appalled by it. ihere is an inner
reaction which demands that justice must be done in that situation.
But our tragedy is this, that we can only think in those terms and
react in that way when it is something which we consider gross and
foui and horrible. But what the scripture is asking us and-requiring
us to do is to see every manifestation of sin in thatlight. rt is to lool
at our own pride, our self-esteem, our vanity and our ambition and
to see them as ugly and repulsive and foul; and when you have
begun to see sin in that light, you no longer quibble about the
preaching of the wrath of God. you say that thii is inevitable. rf
God is pure and holy and righteous, the wrath of God must be
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
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men, and this wrath is jrresistible; this is a judgment which no man
can gainsay. 'We shall,' says Paul, 'all stand before the judgment
seat of Christ.' There are certain appointments which we make and
we forget to keep them, or other circumstances enter and we have
to break the appointment, but there is one appointment which God
has made which none can break. 'It is appointed unto men once to
die and after this the judgment.' Whatever other situations we may
avoid, this is one we can never avoid because it is an appointment
made by God Himself.

This judgment of God comes with irresistible power. It is rather
like small boys damming up a river-doubtless many of us have
played that game in our childhood-you frantically build up the dam
and the waters of the stream build up behind it until suddenly there
is a rush and your meagre defences are swept away. So the warnings
of God press in on us. We sit under the preaching of the gospel, and
the word sounds in our ears and stirs our conscience, but we build
up our defences desperately, continuously. But there will come a
day when every defence will be swept aside and we will stand naked
and open before God. There will be no secrets in that day. There
will be no evasion, no escaping that searching gaze. The Christ who
looked into the very depths of the hearts of men, will look into our
hearts. We will be miserably silent in that day if we have not come
to know His forgiveness, and His cleansing.

This judgment is one which will not be reversed. Once the sen-
tence has been executed there will be no going back upon it. This
is not a message which speaks of some second chance; there is no
second probation beyond the grave. Now God ofiers mercy; 'now is
the accepted time, now is the day of salvation'; now is the day when
God's gospel graciously sounds in our ears. But in that day, when
that sentence has been pronounced, it will be a sentence which will
never, never be revoked. How did the Lord Jesus Christ picture
that irreversible sentence? He pictured it in terms of a great gulf,
a gulf fixed between hell and heaven, and the voice from heaven
says, 'between us and you there is a great gulf fixed' and none, none
can cross that gulf. How did the Lord speak of heaven? Why, He
spoke of it as 'the marriage supper of the Lamb,' as the place where
the guests aro assembled, where there is singing and rejoicing. But
the door is shut, and there are people outside who are knocking and
saying, 'Open unto us.' And the voice from within comes, 'Depart

from me. I never knew you'; and they depart into the darkness, the
bleak darkness of an endless night.

Now this is our condition, and it is only when we see what we are
that we begin to understand the wonder of what God purposes to
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do for us. That is why the gospel, the good news which brings
joy to the heart, begins with such a sombre and serious word,
because it is only when you see yourself as a guilty sinner that
you begin to understand the glory of the Saviour, and the wonder
of the salvation which He came to purchase by His dying on
Calvary. It is only when we have seen ourselves to be children of
Adam, children of the devil, under wrath, it is only then that we
begin to realise the wonder of this miracle of the grace of God which
Paul describes when he speaks of our receiving 'the spirit of adop-
tion whereby we cry, Abba, Father.'

What is this adoption? What does it mean to be adopted by
God? Well, what does it mean in an ordinary family when a child is
adopted? It means that formerly he belonged to another family and
he bore another name, but now by the act of the parent in this
family he has been brought into a new relationship; he bears a new
name; he has a compietely new status. There is a sense in which the
past has ceased as far as he is concerned; this is an utterly new
chapter and he is a child in a new family. Now the apostle Paul was
writing with the background of Roman law and in Roman law an
adopted child had an even firmer position in law than the child by
birth, for obvious reasons-there must be no going back on that
which had been done; the child must have assured status. Well,
this is the picture which the apostle is using. He says that we, who
by nature are alien and outside the kingdom, and outside the family
circle, have been brought within. God has made us His children.
He has put His name upon us and we are His. We have become in
a very special sense the object of His love. I know God is gracious
to men in general; 'He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust'; but He lavishes
His love upon those whom He has purchased by the blood of His
Son. This is one of the wonders of adoption that we find that we
have become the objects of the love of God Almighty.

Here is a child who during the war years lost home, parents,
everything-one of the many tragic children in the world who
because of war have been cut adrift from everything. And here is
that same child after perhaps a bitter experience of feeling com-
pletely lost, forsaken, unwanted, uncared for, he is adopted into a
family, and his whole life is utterly transformed. He begins to know
the warmth of affection. He knows what it means to be wanted and
to be loved. Admittedly, the refugee organisation looked after him
before-he was fed and clothed, but he had never known anything
like this, that there were people who really wanted him and loved



The Gospel Magazine

him. Well, this is adoption into the family circle of God. We dis-
cover with a thrill of wonder that God Almighty desires us, and we
find our hearts warmed as He lavishes His affection upon us. The
child in that position has acquired a new standing; he has rights
within his home as any child has in a family. If a child outside my
family asks me for some particular thing, for some help, I may give
it to him, but obviously he has no claim. But if my own children
ask, then they have a claim, because they are my children and I have
a responsibility towards them. And the chilC of God discovers,
again with a growing sense of wonder, that he now has claims upon
the Almighty-not certainly because of anything in himself but
because God has done this great thing, God has adopted him, and
now he can lay claim to all the bounty which our heavenly Father
delights to lavish upon His children. Is it pardon? Is it cleansing?
Is it power in face of the onslaught of the evil one? Is it the peace
of God in times of discouragement? Is it the joy of the Lord? Is it
the hope of heaven? Well, these and a multitude of other blessings
are ours as we are adopted by God Himself.

Of course, the child in the family learns now that he has new
responsibilities. He enjoys the security of a home, he is provided
for, he is loved, but he has got to do as he is told. Maybe in the
past, because of the very way in which he was brought up, he hardly
knew the meaning of discipline. He has now moved into a discip-
lined order of things, but he appreciates it because there is a
stability here such as he never knew before. Life hangs together, it
has meaning, and he learns that obedience within the context of the
love of a family circle is an obedience that is willingly rendered.
Those of us who met in the prayer meeting this evening were singing
that hymn-

'My gracious Lord I own Thy right
To every service I can pay;

And call it my supreme delight,
To hear Thy dictates and obey.'

Well, that is the testimony of the child of God who has been adopted
into the family circle. It is a wonderful experience of rejoicing, too.
Says Paul, 'We have received the spirit of adoption, and we cry
Abba, Father.' The word 'Abba' is in the Aramaic tongue. It was
the tongue which was spoken in the average Jewish home and the
term 'Abba' was the very familiar word that a child would use. It
was the familiar word which in our language would be in terms of
'daddy' or 'dad'-a title much more intimate and direct than
'father.' And that was the word that the Lord Jesus took upon His
lips as He acknowledged the intimate relationship which He had
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with His heavenly Father. Indeed in that most awful moment when
in the garden of Gethsemane He faced the agony which lay ahead
and the sweat dropped from His brow like drops of blood, He said,"Abba, Father.' And the adopted child can come to God, the one
whom he formerly knew only as the Judge, and he can say 'Abba.'
And only those who have begun to taste this privilege will know
what an amazing thing it is, that we, with our unclean lips and our
impure hearts, can come to a holy God and can with intimacy and
with a wonderful boldness say 'my Father.'

But Paul says that we cry 'Abba, Father.' We shout 'Abba,
Father' because the very word that is used here is the word that is
used to describe the shout of triumph when Christ on the Cross,
having accomplished His work of salvation, shouted 'It is finished.'
Well, this is the word that the apostle is using here. He says, Are
we adopted?-why, we cry, we shout 'Abba, Father'; because the
man who knows this miracle in his life is a man who cannot but
rejoice; there is a wonderful sense of exultation of spirit as a man
knows himself to be God's own child. How can I illustrate it? Here
is a family, and their father has been away for a long period-many
a family knew this during the war when father was away possibly
for a year, two years or three years. The great day of his home-
coming is near, and you know the kind of excitement that builds up
in a house when there is any special occasion. But this occasion
was in some ways unique. The excitement in that home became
almost too much and when the moment came for the train to arrive
and a familiar face looked out of the carriage window, well, you
know how children can react! They forget the inhibitions that so
often bind adults and they just bubble over and shout 'It's dad'-
the familiar words are on their lips, and the tremendous excitement
that just simply bubbles over cannot be controlled. How did John
Bunyan describe Christian in Pilgrim's Progress? Christian, with
the burden of guilt upon his back, longing for deliverance, comes to
the cross; the burden rolls away and he gives three leaps for joy, and
why shouldn't he? The great thing had happened and he was
rejoicing. And the Christian who has been brought out of the dark-
ness of sin, from the condition of being an alien and a stranger, and
is now in the light of God's presence; well, he rejoices, and this is
noi the joy which is a momentary excitement and then gradually
dies away. Indeed, it is an excitement which grows with the years.
I would say that there are probably many Christians in this church
tonight who years ago rejoiced because they had been found, and
tonight their joy is even more intense. Paul is speaking of that kind
of experience; an increasing and deepening joy so that the man who
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has been adopted, as he matures and grows in the family of God,
constantly rejoices; indeed, he begins to know what the New Testa-
ment means when it speaks of 'a joy unspeakable and full of glory.'

Well now, the question surely is this-How may I be adopted into
the family circle of God? I want, as it were, in spirit to come down
into the pew alongside someone who is asking that question tonight
because I want it not to be an academic question to round off a
sermon, but I rvant it rather to be the question that springs des-
perately and indeed agonisingly from the heart of a man who has
begun to be aware of what he is and of his appalling condition and
his terrible need, and who is really crying out,'How, how may I find
God? How may I be found by Him?' What is the answer to that
question? Well, I believe that we have it here: 'We have received
the Spirit of adoption whereby we cry, Abba, Father.' This is some-
thing, says Paul, which we have received. If a man finds himself in
God's family circle it is quite clearly because God has adopted him,
and indeed one can see from the metaphor that this is inevitable.
A child cannot decide to adopt himself into someone's family; some-
one else has got to take the initiative; someone has got to make the
arrangements and to receive him. And if we could only see this we
would cease to weary ourselves with all these futile attempts to win
our own way into heaven. We try by our own efforts, by our own
goodness, to besiege the courts of God, as if we would storm them
by our own righteousness. No, if we are to find our way there, it is
through the free grace and mercy of God. We are adopted by Him;
He takes the initiative.

There is something more here. This is something which we receive
from God by the imparting of His Spirit to us; 'He has sent His
Spirit into our hearts,' says Paul in Galatians, so that we cry 'Abba,

Father.' You see how the metaphor is really beginning to crumble,
or rather, it is giving way to something richer. Adoption is not
simply a change of status; it is not simply that God takes us from
being outside and brings us within; but at the very same time He is
doing a transforming work within us. He brings us in and at that
very time He is imparting His Spirit, so that the child of God, newly
adopted into the family, is at the same time a new man. It is not just
like the grimy urchin who is washed and then brought in and
clothed-well, there rs that aspect; we need to be washed from the
grime of sin, we need to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ'
but there is something more-we need to be born again, we need a
new nature, we need to become new creatures. And the God who
adopts, with this adopting work, imparts the Spirit so that we are
new men and new women.
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But still I have not answered that question! Someone is saying,'Well, how can I become a child of God?' And surely the aniwir
is just this-there is One within that family circle who is there by
right; He is not there because He has been adopted; He is the first-
born, He is the only-begotten of the Father, our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus christ. But He has not remained within the comfort of the
family circle. He has gone out. He has taken our nature upon Him.
He has gone to the Cross and there He has stood in thJ place of
guilty sinners. He has borne the penalty that is due to them because
of their sin. He has bowed His head beneath the wrath of God. He
has suffered the ultimate judgment, and now this only-begotten Son
brings many sons to glory. Adopted? Why, we are adopted as the
Spirit brings us into living touch with the only-begotten Son. The
One who is the firstborn of the Father, He takes us just as we are in
our sin; He cleanses us; He remakes us; and He brines us to God
the Father.

If I am speaking tonight in this church to any who are indeed
conscious of being outside, and you are desperately longing to come
within and to know that God is indeed your Father, then I would
simply point you to the Firstborn. He comes as it were to the door,
He speaks to those who are outside, and as we see Him, we see Him
as the One who bears upon His hands and feet the mark of the nails
and in His side the mark of the spear. He is the One who died for
sinners, that through Him men might draw nigh to God. you say
you long to know God as your Father, to know that your sins are
forgiven, to know that you are indeed God's beloved child? Well,
here is this Christ, this One who belongs within that family circle,
this One who alone can open the door to those who are without.
What does He say? He says, 'Come unto Me,' and He adds, .and
him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.' There are
celebrations in many a home when a couple adopt a child; it is a
wonderful occasion, and a new chapter opens for them all. It is
likewise a wonderful occasion in the church, in a service like this,
when someone suddenly awakens to their true condition, and
realising that they are lost, they turn in simple faith to the Lord
Jesus Christ and, stretching out the hand of faith, they receive IIim.
The- great thing happens and they find that they are within; they are
in the circle of God's love, and they can cry out with exultation,'Abba, Father.' How it would rejoice our hearts tonight to share
with some of you this exultation of spirit; and far more important,'there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth.'

L - - : , - . -  - - . - - , ,  - . - , - . - - - .  - - : .
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Young People's Poge
Jeanettets Story

Jeanette, a Swiss girl, had been rescued from a dirty sordid home,
and placed by kind friends in an institution. It was a pleasant place,
well-managed, and with plenty of good food. The matron and most
of the staff were Christian women, all eager for the welfare of the
children in their care. Looking back long after, Jeanette thought
how silly she was not to have appreciated all that was done for
her; but as she grew older, she got weary of the sameness of every'
thing, of the uniform, even of the peacefulness of life in the Home,
where nothing disturbed the settled routine. One day, she was
surprised into telling Matron how she felt, how she longed to get
out into the great world! Matron did not exclaim with horror; she
listened kindly, and said she would see what could be done.

Not long afterwards, Jeanette was astonished to get a letter from
an aunt, inviting her to stay for a month at her house, so as to
get to know her cousins. Matron was behind this plan, but Jeanette
had no idea that it was so.

She started off in high hopes to the little farm in the country. It
struck her as a poor sort of place when she arrived; but the aunt
and cousins, though very rough and untidy, did give her a welcome,
and Jeanette was ready to be pleased. But the first night was a
sample of the whole. Used as she was to the clean little single beds
in a spotless dormitory, Jeanette was horrified to be taken up to a
dirty garret, filled with a double bed, the sheets and blankets
soiled and tumbled, a sort of couch, a baby's cradle, and a huge
chest crammed with garments thrown in anyhow. Bits of washing
hung damply from lines across the ceiling. The bed Jeanette had to
share with her aunt; two girls slept on the couch, and the baby in
the cradle.

Poor Jeanette hardly slept at all, but at daybreak she and her
cousins were routed out, and after a scrambling breakfast they were
set to work under a broiling sun. The other girls were used to it,
but Jeanette's head was splitting, her back aching, and her hands
blistered. Before the first week was over, Jeanette, feeling she could
stand it no longer, wrote to Matron, pleading that she might return
at once. With great relief the girl found herself again in the Home
she had left so eagerly a week before!

But though she was grateful for the kind welcome, and was far
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more appreciative than she had been of the spotless cleanliness and
ordered routine, yet her discontent soon began to return. She did
not have long to wait; her fourteenth birthdiy arrived, and a goocl
place of service in Geneva was found for her. She was to iork
directly under the cook, and learn from her.

Jeanette, accustorned to all sorts of household tasks, had often
helped with the cooking at the Institution, ancl thought she knew
everything. She entered upon her new post with no misgivings.
Domestic affairs in the Institution, however, were run very Omer-
ently from those in a well-to-do private house; and the new servant
was soon in trouble. If only she had been willing to learn, all would
have been well. But every time that Toinette the cook began to give
her instructions, Jeanette would interrupt pertly-.ydu nee-dn't
bother to tell me, I quite understand how to bo this, or that.' The
very first evening, refusing to be told how to wait properly at dinner,
she clumsily spilt soup on to her mistress's dress. Duiting the dra*-
ing room next day, she carelessly broke the glass of a valuable
clock, She was always forgetting to do what she was told, in order
that she might do something nobody wanted her to do! But even
the many rebukes she received only mortified her; she was too full
of assurance ever to think herself really at fault.

It was a wonder that the household put up with the girl; but her
mistress felt she was very young, and should have i fair trial.
Behind all this it later appeared that the Lord had a plan for
Jeanette. In His great kindness He did not leave her to perish in
her own way. It came about that an old worm-eaten ladder was
brought into the house; nobody must use it, the master said-it was
to be chopped up for firewood. One day Jeanette could not easily
reach a dish she wanted; she seized the ladder, saying it could never
break under her weight, and began climbing. The fifth rung snapped
under her foot; she was thrown down, and picked up with a brbken
arm. With this she found herself in hospital, without any prospect
of a return to her place.

That time in hospital was useful to her. Lonely, and with nothing
to do, she began to realize something of her own pride and rvilful-
ness. At the Institution, she had been taught to read the Bible and
say her prayers. She had quite a good head of knowledge of the
way of salvation, but so far, though she did begin to be conscious
of her need, her eyes were darkened-she knew nothing of the
Saviour. But she did try to pray now and to read her Bible some-
times; and she determined to be humble and ready to learn.

When Jeanette was discharged from hospital, one of the"li?i-y
visitors tried to find her a job. But the character she had from her
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former mistress was very unsatisfactory; and Toinette would not
say a good word for her. The poor girl trudged from one house to
another, always in vain. She felt as if everyone were against her,
but she did begin to realize that she had only herself to blame, and
happily this drove her to call earnestly upon God for help.

Unexpectedly, a Parisian family passing through Geneva were
suddenly deprived of a maid; Jeanette's name was given them, and
she was immediately engaged.

Humbled and thankful, Jeanette resolved to do better this time,
But before long her natural temper asserted itself, and she was
soon in disgrace for disobedience and answering back. She was told
to go; but remembering past miseries, Jeanette for the first time in
her life apologised, and promised to do better. She was given one
more chance.

And now the Lord's time had come! A new nurse was engaged
for the children, Nanette by name. This girl was an earnest believer,
a true child of God, and her one desire was to glorify Him. She
longed to bring the good news of the Saviour of sinners to all in
that house. At first, Jeanette and the other serryants looked on
Nanette's religion with contempt and ridicule; but her gentleness
and cheerful good temper, her readiness to return good for evil,
gradually disarmed her enemies. By her means the four young
children were all drawn to the Lord; and Jeanette herself began to
be influenced by the messenger of peace. Nanette was the kind of
person one would naturally confide in, and it was not long before
Jeanette had poured out all her story. How tenderly and kindly the
other girl listened, bringing all Jeanette's account of things to be
measured by the standard of God's Word. By slow degrees she
came to see her sinfulness and helplessness in the sight of God, and
to Nanette's thankful joy she was able to lead her to the Saviour.

Much trouble now befell the household. An epidemic was raging
in the town; all the children fell ill, and two of them died. But the
sight of the childish faith of those little ones, led to Christ by
Nanette, so moved the hearts of the parents that they also were
brought into the kingdom. But Nanette's exertions in nursing the
family were too much for her health; she was advised to leave Paris
and live in Switzerland. This of course was Jeanette's native land,
and to her great joy she was asked to go with Nanette. There the
two girls found lodgings together, and for two happy years Jeanette
did everything for her friend, until at length she died.

DAMARIS.
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SCRIPTURE ENIGMA No. 162
The whole: "Keeper of the women" in Esther's time

Phoebe was servant of the church here.
She said, "Thou God seest me."
Here Barnabas and Saul assembled themselves with the church
a whole year.
Samson's father.
Into one of these the Lord Jesus poured water.
Hosea said he was "a cake not turned".
The good Samaritan promised to do this to the innkeeper.
His wife judged Israel, dwelling under a palm-tree.
He and Bernice came to Caesarea to salute Eestus.
Nebuchadnezzar made one of sold.
One of the seven men of honeslreport, a proselyte of Antioch.

SOLUTION OF No. 161
The whole: Deuteronomy
Daily (Acts 17 : 10, l1).
Eleazar (Exod. 6 :2T.
Unbelief (Mark 9 :24).
Trough (Gen.24 :20).
East (Matt .2:  1).
Ravens (I Kings l7 :4).
Oath (Acts 23 :21).
Noah (Gen. 5:2i l .
Offspring (Rev. 22: 16).
Maid (Exod.2 : 5\.
Young Woman (Titus 2:4).
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