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PREFACE.
-OQO-"·-_·
~rHIS

is the 'Jhirty~sixth year of writing our Annual Address to our Readers, which calls forth our
acknowledgments to Almighty God for sparing us in
life to such a lengthened period; our lips shall speak
of his loving kindness; all thy works, 0 God, praise
thee, and thy saints bless thee; they speak of the
glory of thy kingdom, and talk continually of thy
wondrous acts.

,V E are fully sensible of the active part many
of our friends have took in this Publication, their
Patronage we have been happy to acquire, and studious to preserve; yet, after all, we lay a claim to •
t heir exertions, because we have no m~re interest in '
the Work than themselves, and also in developing
principles, and exposing false and pernicious errors,
we are constantly assailed by men of corrupt minds,
and are 'exposed to their reproaches and hostility.
circumstance to be considered, is;
that we stand alone among the diversities of opinions
with which we are surrounded, and opposed. We
never wrote a line to bolst~r the narr<?w precincts of'
a party, as to prostitute our pen to such mean, and
too often interested purposes, giving a varnish to those
ANOTHER

IV

PREFACE.

things which are either defective or erroneous, which
are more deceiving than open falsehood.
are grateful to God, who has stamped
upon our minds the indelible impression of truth,
keeping us from temporizing, or swerving from ,the
right path; who has' en40wed us with a faculty to
believe his revealed will, and to receive it in love,
which is 'our comfort and support in, the house of our
pilgrimage, and we doubt not will be our bulwark
when heart and flesh shall fail. '
'VE

WE have been under the necessity of controverting opinions of several persons of deserved eminence; but we have endeavoured to avoid in our
controversy, every thing illiberal and acrimonious,
free frorp invective or asperity. 'Ve have inv~riably
canvassed the subjecti' of our opponents with candour,
temper, and good manners, so al' to render anyapology necessary: As sncIi, we hope that the freedom
we have used in dis'cussion, or in relating the opinion
of others, will not be attributed to an invidious disposition to find fault, but purely to give clear and precise ideas of the way of salvation as exhibited in the
scriptures, and which accord in opinion' with all tbose
taught by the Holy Spirit.
THE'~

peculiar difference between us, and the
host of religious people by whom we are surrounded,
coniSists in this. We assert unequivocally ~nd decidedly, the declaration of Christ, THE SON QUlCR-
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no, say the Papists, Arminians, Baxterians, l\fethodists, and. Evangelicals,
whosoever wills, may quicken himself. They call
upon the unconverted to be reconciled te God, though
·carnal and sold under sin. They suppose that enmity
itself can contribute to the effecring this spiritu~l reconciliation :. and that a corrupt tree, or as it may be
read, a putrid, rotten, filthy tree', can by its own virtue, bring forth good' fruit, lVhich to assert, is to
deny the fundamental laws of'nature, and offer the
most flagrant violence to human reason itself, but
which t.is still worse, it is giving the lie to the Son of
God himself who declares this to be impossible.
ENETH WHOM HE WILL;

IT ig much to be lamented that

...(

~uch

sentiments are so generally prevalent at the present day
in our religious assemblies, and that there are few
teachers but what are infected with this gangrene; it is
grievous to say that these opinion::! obtain g~neral
reputation, being agreeable to the ptide of unrenewed nature, and necessarily please the multitude.
Thus the men who should be our guidesto direct our
steps in the right road, are often ignorant of.'the way
themseh'es, and unfaithful. Ninety-nine out of an
hundred ramble without discernment; they grope in
the dark, and wander in the light. They get opinions by rote, and are tutored up to defend them with
obstinacy; they heap up crudity upon crudi~y, having
no distinct idea~ upon their minds.
'
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the ranks of the above men, have been
lately propagated two very direful errors; one is, that
our blessed Lord,and Saviour, when he assumed human
nature, took a peccable sinful body, though the word
of God declares, that he was without sin, holy, harmless, and un defiled, seperate from sinners, in whose
mouth there was no guile.' The other baneful opinion is, that our Lord, when he became incarnate,
took from the Virgin Mary an immortal body, which
, gives a direct falsity to the words of scripture, wherein
our Lord is described as being weary, hungry, thirsty,
weeping and groaning; and lastly dead, and then
buried, so that 'bis mortal body was numbered with
the dead: but on the third day, he rose with an im-'
mortal body, and is now seated on the right hand of
the Majesty on high. Could we believe this heresy,
we should commence 8adducees, for we could have
no hope of a future resurrection for our mortal bodies;
but now is Christ risen and become the first fruits of
those that slept.
..
FUOM

the sum total of what we are here rehearsing, there is nothing to congratulate the Church
of God upon;. for truth is not only fallen in our
streets, but error of every description is stalking
abroad. Infidelity has its colleges and academies,
'supported by religious sectaries. Enthusiasm is
m'aking high pretensions in the working of miracles.
Our reformed religion has received a severe blow,
under the idea of liberalism; and such is the latitudinarianism of the times, that a bill is now preparing
UPON
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to be brought into Parliament, to unite the Christian
and the Jew into one community. And though God
has scattered them with an east wind, and made their
land desolate, and set a mark upon them; that with
all their assimilations and mixture with other nations
-.their very speech and look betray them; and" it is
also left on record, that they shall be made a perpetual
hissing, which has been exemplified above eighteen
h'undred years; yet amidst these standing miracles,
our Senators are at work to"upset God's determination
and order, and put the Holy One of Israel to defiance.
But be it remembered, that if such an amalgamation
should take place, the :Almighty will arise, and blast
the counsels and devices of such men, so that they
shall confess, "verily there is a God thatjudgeth in
the earth." "Associate yourselves, 0 ye people,
and ye shall be broken in pieces. Give em:, all ye of
far countries; 'gird y~)Urselves, and ye shall be broken
to pieces. Take counsel together, and it shalLcome
to naught; speak the word and it shall not stand:
For God is with us."
WE conclude, with uplifted hands to the
throne of grace,: praying for our Christian brethren,
who are partakers of the like precious faith with our,,:,
selves, that we may get deeper into the knowledge
of Christ and of salvation by him., That we through
patience and comfort of the scriptures might 'have
hope. That in every state in which Providence may
place us, under every affliction which God may try
us, we may, through the promises being applied to
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our hearts by the Holy Spirit, .have patience and a
passive c'onformity to the will of God, so' as to experience the comfort of his supporting gtace,and have
confidence in his faithfulness and love.
Now the God' o( patience and t;;onsolation;
who is the giver of both, GRANT you to be: like
mindfld, one towards al}other; to be gentle, courteous, humane: and to remember it as all a grant.
r:rhat je may with one mind, and with one· mouth;
glorify God,.· even the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that there may be no discordant string, no enmity" no resentment, nor no bitterne'ss of Spirit, but
that our, affections may 'be pure and fervent,' like
those of the saints in heaven.

.

To Him who has loved U5 and washed' us in
his 'own blood~ to, the Father and Holy Spirit, One
in T·rinity and Trinity in Unity, be worship and
glory world without end. Amen.

THE EDITORS.
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Cobham, Christmas Eve,
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