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PREFACE.
as tRey have been in connexion with this work, we pever
remember sitting down to write a Preface with a greater degree of solemnity
of spirit than that with which we at present take up our pen.
Our usual addresses are written at intervals of nearly a month, but a '
whole year intervenes between one PrefiLce and another; and developments
have of late been so exceedingly rapid, that if, in the language of the wise
man, we say, " Boast not thyself of to·morrow; for thou knowest not what
a day may bring forth," how much more may we be impressed with what
may occur ere three hundred and sixty-five of such days shall have passed
away?
In the prospect, however, of the unseen future, come what may, we must
again take our stand upon covenant verities and Divine immutables. "Divest
us of our reliance on these, and we become of all men most miserable. But
amidst all the changing circumstances and fluctuating events of the present
evil world, here is our stay-here, as the mariner would say, our sheetanchor-CC The foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are His." Moreover, that truth is as much a truth today as when first it was recorded, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost,
." Having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto the
end·."
Hence, whatever changes J;Ilay come, and dense as may become that darkness which seems now so fast to be setting in upon Christendom, nought
can arise to alter or in the leastwise seriously to affect the s~anding of the
Church in Christ. Inconvenienced she may be, injured-absolutely -so-::' , . "
never!, She is as secure as Jehovah can make -her, for" her life is hid"
,
with Christ in God; and when Christ, who is her life, shall appear, then
shall she also appear with Him in glory."
This is a Divine verity-a covenant immutable-against which, no
more than against J ehovah ~elf, shall" the gates of hell prevail."
That we are coming into dark times-yea, that we are indark times;no right-minded man can question.
vVe doubt if ever Christendom was more critically or solemnly circum·
stanced than at the present.
We have been wont for a long time to think that a dread conflict ha;s
specially of late been waging. The contending parties are the angel of the
bottomless pit, and the Lord God Omnipotent. But, though the conflict is
mighty, the conquest is by no means a matter of uncertainty. Not the
shadow of a shade of uncertainty is there as to .who shall be the winner.
,Satan may be permitted to go to great lengths; and, by his emissaries,
Fopery and Infidelity, may appeal' as though he were about to be declared a
-victor; still, we maintain, the issue is by no means doubtful. Truth must
pre~~jl; and God, even our own God, will, in His own time and in His own
W;fi;y, vindicate His own name and cause.
·Pela,y in the exercise of His own rightful authority, dominion, and power,
-aI;ld the taking advantage of that delay on the part of the enemy,-is only
to make the wisdom and the majesty of Jehovah the more conspicuous, and
the overcoming and destruction of His enemies correspondingly the plainer.
For our own part, we are not taken by surprise in being called to contemplate what is now going on in the earth. It is but the fulfilment of His
word, who declared, that there should be " wars and rumours of wars," that
~'nation should rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; and great
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earthquakes should be in divers p/[lCes, and famines, and pestilences; and
fearful sights and great signs should there be from heaven." Again He said,
that there should be "signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity: the sea and the waves
raging: men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after those things
which are coming on the earth; for the powers of heaven should be shaken."
Again, the apostle, speaking, uuder the anointing of the Holy Ghost, of
the latter times, says, " This know also, that in the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall he lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy. Without
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers
of those that are good. Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures
more than lovers of God; ha,ing a form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof." Moreover, he adds, " But evil men and seducers shall wax worse
and worse, deceiving, and being deceived."
Furthermore, the apostle Peter having testified to the glorious and soulcheering fact, "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any
private interpretation; for the propbecy came not in old time by the will of
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ;"
adds, "But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there
SIIALL BE FALSE TEACHERS among you, who privily shall bring in damnable
heresies, even denying the Lord tbat bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction: and many shall follow their pernicious \,ays; by
reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of: and through co,etousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose
judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnationslumbereth
not."
Why, then, should it be a matter of surprise that in our day men should
stand forth in advocacy of Satan and his kingdom? It is but a fulfilment of
the word of the Lord.
Hence in whatever form error may present itself, or let it come through
whatever channel it may; it is only a confirmation rather than a contradiction of the very Book they assail. In reality, it only ratifies, instead of repudiates. If such men and such means were lacking, in so far as they were
wanting, would the Book be untrue!
vVe may well tremble, reader, whilst reflecting upon such men and their condition. The higher their name, and the greater their fame, the more dreadful
their destruction. If he be layman merely, his condemnation is great; but,
if minister, that condemnation is greater still. Be he deacon, or presbyter,
or bishop, his condemnation because of the several influences of such positions,
shall be proportionably great.
Pitiable-nay, it is more than this-awful in the highest degree are the
prospects of such. We look forward a few years-yea, it may be but months,
or even weeks-and we contemplate the position and the feelings of wch men
as the "Essayists and Reviewers," and that man of not very enviable
notoriety, Dr. Colenso. Prospectively we see them upon their death-bed: a
dark and gloomy eternity is about to open upon them. They look back, and
what will be their emotions? Conscience once again bestirs itself, and they
are reminded thereby of their Satan-inspired labours of seeking to instil into
the minds of their fellow-men those hell-begotten scruples and questionings of
the veracity and the truthfulness of those Scriptures which are the special
gift of a Father-God to His family when in this vale of tears. They look
forward, and what awaits them but "a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries? "
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As though the Holy Ghost h~d anticipated such men as the bishop of
Natal, and his accursed work of seeking to throw a stumbling-block in the
way of his fellow-men, and to unsettle their faith in the Divine mysteries and
solemn verities of God's most Holy Word, He adds, by the same inspired
writer to the Hebrews, "He that despised Moses' law, died without mercy
under two or three witnesses; of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,
shall he be thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and
hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an un·
holy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know Him
that hath said, " Vengeance belongeth unto Me, I will recompense, saith the
Lord. And again, the Lord shall judge His people." Well may the apostle
add, "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God."
That Dr. Colenso hath " trodden under foot the Son of God," and that he
hath "done despite unto the Spirit of grace," is clear from our Lord's own
words, for, in arguing with the Jews of His day, he said, "Do not think that
r will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses,
in whom ye trust: for had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me :
for he wrote of Me: but if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe
My words?" The apostle, moreover, bore testimony to the same great
truth, "Having therefore obtained help of God, I continue unto this day,
witnessing both to small and great, saying none other things than those which
the prophets ancl Moses did say should come: that Christ should suffer, and
that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, aud should show
light unto the people, and to the Gentiles."
Hence it is clear, that every denier of the O1el Testament Scripture or any
part thereof, is a Christ·despiser, and, unless repentance be' given to such, all
that is involved in the declaration with which the book of the Revelation is
closed awaits him, "And if any man shall take away from the words of the
book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.
With respect to Dr. ColeILqj's present position, we can only say in the
words of Canon Miller, "He now said, and as he would without hesitation
say before the bench of bishops, that no man had the slightest right to remain for another hour in the Church of England who did not believe in the
historical accuracy and in the inspiration of the Book of Moses."
We may add, that every honr Dr. Colenso does remain within the pale of
the Established Church, he betrays an utter want of principle. He may
stifle the convictions of a seared conscience, but he cannot be regarded as an
honest man, to say nothing of Christianity, whilst he receives the emoluments
of a Church, the fundamental principles of which he denies.
Readers, we cannot but feel deeply on this subject; and we may give you,
-as a reason, in addition to the arguments we have adduced, the following
fact :-Dr. Colenso (then simply a Fellow of St. John's, Cambridge, and a
minister or the Church of England) was recoillmended to a certain Church.appointment by the companion of onr early days, the Rev. John Doudney
Lane, who was also a Fellow of St. John's, Cambridge. The wealthy parish
to which the latter was appointed was, after a time, divided, and, at clear
Lane's suggestion, given to Colenso. Not very long afterwards, Lane was
laid by; and, Juring the illness Which terminated in death, he sent for
Colenso. What passed in the sick-chamber, we know not. Suffice it, we
have thought what would be poor Lane's feelings could he have lived to have
,seen the apostacy of his friend. And, unless God most mercifully interpose,
how different will be the death·bed scenes of the hapless bishop of Natal
and his old college.friend, the Rector of St. Mary, Forncett. But this we
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may add, upon the best authority, that, before he died, Lane was shaken
in his confidence of the religious principles of his friend, and said, that, had
he known as much of him before, he never would have named him for the
living in question.
Strange enough, that, whilst in one leading article, the Record newspaper said, after he had gone to his rest, how suitable a man Lane would
have been for a bishop, it repudiated the appointment of Dr. Colenso as
bishop of Natal.
Readers, we now look again "from these considerations to that blessed
word whence, notwithstanding all the carnal reasonings of men of corrupt
minds, who know nothing savingly of the simple truth as it is in Jesus, we
,derive all our light and comfort. In immediate connexion with the passages
which we just now quoted in regard to the things that would denote the
latter days, we find that which is unspeakably precious and consolatory.
"When these things begin to come to pass," said Jesus, " then look up, and
:lift up your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh." To his testimony
respecting the "perilous times," the apostle adds, "Kow as Jauues and
Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the tmth; men of corrupt
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no further,
for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was. But thou
,hast fully known my doctrine, ma,nner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering,
charity, patience, persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch,
at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all
the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution." The apostle Peter likewise, having spoken of
these ",damnable heresies," which men shall bring in, says, for the consolation of the Lord's tried and exercised ones," The Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptation, and to resen'e the unjust unto the day
<Qf judgment to be punished."
Hence, beloved, however error may abound, and take though it may the
inost specious and subtle form, "The Lord knows how to deliver the godly
<Qut of temptations." Let them be assailed from whatever quarter, or, in that
"needs be that they be in heaviuess through manifold temptation," let their
faith be tried "by fire," the very language comprehends willingness to
,deliver, as well as " knowledge how to deliver." Yes, and assuredly J ehovah
will deliver. He has pledged Himself. He hath bound HimseU by oath.
" He hath sworn by Himself because He would swear by no greater." There
,cannot by any possibility be a failure, seeing Jehovah's great name is at stake.
Be it ours, then, beloved, to be looking to Himself-leaning upon Himself.
The Lord the Spirit apply His own word-however men may dispute or despise it-yet more and more to our hearts. May it increa<;ingly be " hid in our
hearts, so that we may not sin against Him." Ma.y we he satisfied" to walk
,by faith, not by sight." May we be contented to live as belie'Cers, not as
reasoners. The Lord give us more simplicity, more teachableness; and grant
us to rejoice more and more in the fact, that "He hath chosen the foolish
things of the world, to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak
things of the world, to confound the things which are mighty: and base
things of the world, and things which are despised, bath God chosen, yea,
,and things that are not, to bring to nought things that a.re: that no flesh
should glory in His presence."
"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
:abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour
is not in vain in the Lord."
Bedminster, Bristol, Nov. ,1862.
THE EDITOR.
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