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PREFAOE.
thirty years in succession it has fallen to our lot to write a
page or two as a Preface to this work i but never do we remember
to have sat down with this object before us under a deeper feeling of
uncertainty than at the present. Not uncertainty as to the great and
glorious verities of our most holy faith. Oh, no, by no means i for,
as we have stated in the opening paper for the present month, we
are at a perfect loss to know what really Spirit-quickened and Spiritenlightened souls feel, who, in connexion with all their changeable
experiences and fluctuating feelings, have not as yet been led into a
faith's knowledge and personal apprehension of the covenant verities of
a covenant Goel. Here, and here alone, can a poor tempest-tossed
soul take his stand amid all the crushing weight, daily harass, and
ceaseless turmoil of the wilderness. "He knoweth the way that I
take; and, when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold," said
Job. " Although my house be not so with God, yet He hath made
with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure: for
this is all my salvation and all my desire, although He make it not
to grow." So spake the sweet singer of Israel. "The Lord is my
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him," said Jeremiah,
immediately after he had declared, "I am the man that hath seen
affliction by the rod of His wrath; He hath led me, and brought me
into darkness, and not into light." "Then I said, I am cast out of
Thy sight; yet I will look again toward Thy holy temple," exclaimed J onah. "I will bear the indignation of the Lord'" said
Micah, "because I have sinned against Him, until He plead my
cause, and execute judgment for me. He will bring me forth to the
light, and I shall behold His righteousness." "Although the fig-tree
shall not blossom," exclaimed Habakkuk, "neither shall fruit be in
the vines i the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield
no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be
no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the
God of my salvation." "Nevertheless, the foundation of God
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standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are
His," said Paul, writing to his son Timothy.
Now, in all these Scriptures, as well as in many others which might
be quoted, there is a grasp by faith of the character and conduct of
God, as the faithful, unchangeable J ehovah, in the absence of present
personal comfort, and in spite of passing outward circumstances.
And it is to the exercise of this selfsam'e faith the dear children of God
are called in their journey through this vale of tears. As instrumentally by faith they are justified or accepted, or realize their pardon
and their adoption, and their unalienable and imperishable interest in
Jesus, so it is by faith they are called to live and walk. "I am crucified with Christ," says the Apostle; "nevertheless I live; yet not I,
but ChJ:ist liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself
for me." This living and walking by faith implies a total absence of
sight, sense, reason, or understanding, upon merely human principles
or natural grounds. Some of the greatest and most glorious achie,ements, both in Old and New Testament Scriptures, were accomplished
in direct opposition to all that the fleshly mind or carnal judgment
would have dictated, in precise accordance with that Divine injunction,
" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not wdo thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct
thy paths."
Another special mercy, in immediate connexion with the life and
walk of faith is this, dear child of God, if we could but know i . that,
amidst all the warfare, and in the very heat of the conflict. tl e Lord
says to His dear children, "The battle is not yours, but God's . . . .
ye shall not need to fight in this battle; set yourselves, stand ye still,
and see the salvation of the Lord with you."
In verification of this glorious truth, how we discover, in regard to
some of the greatest conquests left upon record, that, although called
into the forefront of the battle, yet it was by no fleshly arm the yic or::
was won. It was" not with sword and spear," but with a " smooth
stone out of the brook," Goliath of Gath was to be slain, and the
hosts of the Philistines discomfited. At the blast of 'the rams'-horns,
and under the shout of the people, the walls of Jericho fell dO'im flat;
but, if God's hand had not been in it, the priests might have blo'ivu
and the people shouted to this day, had it been possible; but all
would have been to no purpose. And we know that, upon another
memorable occasion, lest Israel should" vaunt themselves against the
Lord, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me," He said to Gideon,
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., By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you, and deliver
the Midianites into thine hand:" and we fiud that, by their simple
means, the blowing their trumpets, the breaking their pitchers, and
their exclaiming; "The sword of the Lord and of Gideon," the enemy
was destroyed, who just previously "lay along in the valley like
grasshoppers for multitude; and their camels were without number,
as the sand by the sea side for multitude."
Now, beloved, all these and the like conquests are left upon record to
prove to us that every temporal victory and every spiritual triumph
is "not by [human] might, nor by [humcnJ power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts."
It is a knowledge of this-it is a feeling sense of this-that instrumentally causes the dear children of God to lie low at the footstool
of mercy; to "be still and know that He is God;" to surrender
themselves absolutely and entirely into His hands with a "Here I
am, Lord; do with me as seemeth Thee good."
We took up our pen, beloved, with the intention of speaking of the
present exceedingly doubtful and uncertain aspect of matters us now
presented in Ohristendom-yea, by the world at large; but the contemplation of the Divine verities, to which we have just briefly called
yOUT attention, has so diverted us, that we are more disposed to urge
upon you the fuller and the deeper consideration of these self-same
verities, than to go into a closer and more defined consideration of passing events. One mercy is, that, amid those passing events-and surely
they were never more significant or startling-CC TH.E LORD GOD O~f
NIl'uTENT REIG~ETH." N or can His purposes be frustrated, nor will
He suffer defeat. He has declared-and "'hat man or devil can gainsay it r-" l\Jy purpose shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure."
Solemn and momentous as are the events which are now tl'unspiring, the age in which we live is only witnessing the very marked
and the yery rapid development of J ehovah's eternal will and
pleasure. _~ll systems, and all constitutions, and all nations and
communities, are but the instruments-in most cases unwittingly
so-of working out the wise and inscrutable plan of the immutabl
J ehovah. Satan, the prince of this world, and the prince of the
power of the air, although in deadly hostility to both J ehovah and
His Ohurch, is, after all, subservient to His holy will and irresistible
decree, and cannot move an inch or an ell without Divine permission.
The bloody strife which has now for three months and upw~Lrds
been raging on the Oontinent, and which has been the immediate
cause of sending, prepared or unprepared, not thousands merely, but
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scores, if not hundreds of thousands, to their great account, is all of
Divine permission, and intended to lead to some mighty i~sue. The
dethronement of the man of the age, and the simultaneous destruc~
tion of the temporal power of the Papacy, has a purpose in it which
will ultimately redound to the glorification of Him before whom all
nations shall at last bow. The spread of Romanism and semi~
Romanism in our own highly-favoured land shall, in God's time and
in God's way, only be subservient to His wise and unerring purpose,
in at length separating the chaff from the wheat, and more clearly
defining who are His and who not. And, blessed be God, come
what may-let mattf1rs assume a still darker and more formidable
aspect than even now-naught either shall or can clash or interfere
with-much less neutralize-that great, that glorious, that fundamental declaration-

"My

PEOPLE SHALL NEVER BE ASHA~IED."

Dearly~loved readers, whether or not we shall ever again address
you, by way of Preface, rests wholly and solely with the Lord.
Personally, we have our grave doubts about it. But, be it so or
otherwise, in the face of the fact that the Lord has, in the exercise of
His long-suffering and tenderness and compassion, permitted. us to
hold office, and through these pages to commune with you many,
many years beyond what we had anticipated, we repeat the exhortation with which we first addressed you in June, 1810, "See tha ye
jall not out by the way; " and to that loving counsel lIe now add the
words of the inspired Apostle, when parting with the elders of
Ephesus: "And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an
inheritance among all them which are sanctified. I have coveted no
man's silver, or gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that
these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that
were with me. I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring
ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the
Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more blessed to give than to
receive."

St. Luke's, Bedminster, Nov. 14, 1870.
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