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PREEACE.
BELOVED READERS,-We feel that, as the closing month of the
year calls for a few remarks, by way of preface, additional weight
and solemnity are attaohed thereunto at the recurrence of each
such period.
First, as we consult the divine record, we find there the clearest
evidence that, as we draw near to the close of the present
dispensation, there shall be perplexity and distress and affiictions
and sorrows which, in the aggregate, shall far exceed all that
has preceded it. Now, if we look around, we shall discover ample
ground for concluding that matters in general are rapidly tending
towards such a crisis! From those in high places down through
every grade of society, there is a widespread defiance of divine
J ehovah, in His very existence and
rule and authority!
government, is set at nought! The practical language of the day
is, " No God;" that is, " We don't want a God!" " We will not
have this Man to reign over us." "Our tongues are our own; who
is Lord over us?" These are the utterances of the life, if not
literally of the lip, of a very large proportion of the people of this
land, long and highly favoured as it has been-yea, this land of the
Bible-this Christian country so-called.
Moreover, the spirit now so rife, and, alas! so rapidly spreading
:among us, is not only in the face of the page of history, JlUt, as far
as thousands upon thousands are concerned, equally in the face of
what they have seen and known within their own family circles,
as to what has been the influence in life, and what the consolation
in death, of kindred and friends.
This brings us to our second thought, which is, that a fearful
amount of responsibility attaches to those who have been the
subject of these home-influences, and these kindred and relative
teachings and examples. This additional responsibility is incurred

iv

PREFACE.

by such, from the fact that they have had the means of personally
testing, by careful observation, the operations and effects of the
truths laid down in the Word of God, whensoever and wheresoever
those truths have found an indwelling in the heart!
Such observers have not been left to mere speculation or
nominal criticism, but, in the position such have been privileged to
occupy in the family circles of the godly, they have been the eyewitnesses of the working and operation of divine grace in the heart,
under the tutorship, influence, and power of the Holy Ghost. Such
observers have had positive and repeated proof that "Wisdom's
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace."
On the contrary, they have seen for themselves, and, in their very
heart of hearts, have been compelled (although it may be but
silently) to acknowledge that" the way of transgressors is hard.'~
" There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked."
Now, it may be asked by mere novices (should what we write
happen to fall into the hands of such), "In what sense could it
be said that these conclusions were arrived at? " We answer,
by the special support-the calm surrender-the peaceful s'lbmissionwith which trial and affiiction, loss and cross, have been met and
borne. We contend that those who have come to these conclusion
have been Ute eye-witnesses of these experiences ,. and, whether admitted
in so many words or not, they have at the time been the subjeotsof an internal conviotion that such peace and resignation, under, i
may be,. crushing, heart-breaking trials, privations, or affiictions,
could only be accounted for upon the ground that a supernatural
power had been imparted.
These impressions have been intensified, moreover, when th
affiicted and tried ones arrived at the end of their pilgrimag , a.nd,
whilst heart and flesh failed, gave their final testimony :f l' od
and truth, in the very article of death, and in full view of a.ll th
solemn realities of vast eternity! Then to be the eye-witnesses of
how faith can triumph over the last enemy in the personal adoption of the Apostle's challenge, "0 death, where is thy sting?
o grave, where is thy victory?" does add, in no small degree,
o the responsibility of those who thus personally discover the faot
that all true and vital religion is something more than merc;
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pretence or profession, but a sober, unmistakable reality, that not
only instrumentally supports and sustains its possessors through
and amid "all the ills which flesh is heir to," but ultimately
makes them " more than conquerors through Him that loved
them."
Now, we are bound to testify that, when by family ties or
social connections, any rational being has had the opportunities of
which we have spoken of personally witnessing what the grace of
God, instrumentally, does for its possessor, both with respect to
the various trials and afflictions inseparable from life, and at
length in the very article of death, there is a vast-yea, a tremendous-accountability thrown upon that individual. Whatever the
subsequent influences brought to bear; however scepticism or infidelity may ply its arguments upon the only too susceptible mind
and treacherous heart; they have the testimony of plain, positive,
matter-of-fact testimony. Moreover, that testimony is in perfect
agreement with their own individual consciences; and. both
testimony and conscience are equally in strict harmony with the
revealed mind and will of the Most High, as laid down so plainly
and so emphatically in His own blessed Vif ord.
Hence, whatever arguments or influences may be brought to
bear upon the personal observers and eye-witnesses of whom we
have spoken, they are left without excuse, in the event of thEir
being led astray by subtlety and artifice. If an undue influence
is obtained over them by the disputants of revelation, or by those
who cover sin and iniquity by worldly sophistry, or by any of those
treacherous or insinuating pleas or arguments so congenial to our
poor fallen nature, the deceived and misled are the more culpable,
because such men and such means, in yielding to any of those
subtle arguments and unscriptural devices, are running counter to
their own calm, deliberate, sober convictions.
3. If, in addition to the observation and influence of which we
have spoken, any of the now doubting, unsettled, or hesitating
should happen to have had in their own experience test and trial,
in a way of personal illness, extremity, or peril, their responsibility
is vastly increased, if, in the face of the impressions, the reflections,
the teachings, of which for a season they were the subjects, they
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subsequently waver, or yield to the arguments of the critic or
the sceptic. The condition of such is perilous in the extreme.
Well may such pause and consider, for, if in very deed they
fall away, the renewal to repentance (if it be vouchsafed at all)
will be with ten-fold bitterness-yea, with a distress and an anguish
unutterable.
4. A painful contemplation of the times which have lighted upon
us, with the many anti-scriptural devices in operation, compel us,
~t· the present juncture, thus to write. Moreover, as the close of
every year, at our advanced age, cannot but remind us of the
extreme probability that each PREFACE will be our last, we are
the more anxious to leave our warning words upon record. Most
fully do we sympathize with the utterance of the Apostle Peter,
who, in his second Epistle, first chapter, and thirteenth to fifteenth
verses, says: "Yea, I think it meet, as long- as I am in this
tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance; knowing
that Ehortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord
Jesus Christ hath showed me. Moreover, I will endeavour that
ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in
remembrance."
Blessed be God for being enabled personally to testify as h
1lid, "We have not followed cunningly-devised fables." No, in
110 wise. It is of His rich grace and mercy we have been led and
fed all our life long up to this day; and (thanks to His gr 0.
und ever-adorable name!) we can add, with another Apostl , "
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is h1
to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day."
Moreover, there are times at least when we can exult and r 6 i
in another rich, distinguishing, and most unmerited m r y,
expressed by the same Apostle, Paul: "We know that, if th o.rth1y
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a buil .
f
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heav 1 ."
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