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DEAR H,EADERS,-If: forty years ago and upwards, we took up
(Jur pen with hesitation, in order to address you, by way of
Preface, how much more may we do so now-that is, as regards
the flesh, 'or what we are in ourselves, as, in common with others,
but a poor dying creature; and, having long passed the allotted
period of three-score years and ten, we may well take our stand
upon our watch-tower, listening for the solemn, yet· blessed intelligence, "The Master is come, and calleth for thee."
Thanks to the name and grace of a covenant Jehovab, Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost, the hesitation or uncertainty of which we
speak only applies to our detention in the wilderness; and, even
with respect to this, the uncertainty bas simply to do with our
()wn personal knowledge of the Lord J ehovah's mind: it by no
means whatever partakes of even the shadow of uncertainty with
respect to Him! Oh, no!
He has "fixed the bounds of our
habitation." "Is tbere not an appointed time for man upon
the earth?" The time of our departure, and all the circumstances
connected therewith and appertaining thereto, are wisely and
lovingly appointed by Him in that "covenant ordered in all
things and sure." We say" wisely and lovingly;" and we unhesitatingly affirm that such must be the ca.se. Notwithstanding
the flesh, with all its waywardness and weakness, its feebleness
and frailty, its sinkings and shrinkings, still the covenant engagements of an omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent J ehovah must be
in perfect harmony with His character for wisdom, power, faithfulness, all-sufficiency I Such being the case, the future must bear,
in all its developments and unfoldings, the same mercy, goodness,
loving-kindness, abounding and superabounding grace, as the
past!
We repeat that such must be the case. There is a covenant
necessity involved in the same, for of what service would be
purposes or plans or arrangements which embraced only a certain
period of the time-state of the Church, or any individual member
of that Church? Presuming that he were led on and on and on
to a certain state or stage of pilgrimage, and there left to do as
best he could-to make use of grace received, knowledge gained,
or experience attained to-for the furtherance and completion of his
pilgrim-course? What? Naught, undoubtedly, but a thorough
failure-an absolute defeat-inevitable destruction! Any such bygone received faith, or acquired knowledge or experience, could

PREFACE.

IV

not stand a single hour, or cope with the veriest temptation with
which such person might be assailed. Nothing of self, or attained
to by self, even though it be a rich and sovereign gift of the Lord
J ehovah, could stand for a moment unaided or unsupported by
Him who "giveth more grace," who "waters His Church every
moment; and, lest any hurt it, keeps it night and day."
It was the remark of an old minister, in the days of our
boyhood, and has abode by us to the present hour-" If the
Lord," said the venerable DANIEL MIALL, of Portsea, "were to
bring me within one step of heaven, and leave me to take that
step alone, I should step into hell."
Reader, what say you to this testimony? Can you endorse it
as a verity, upon the ground of self-kno,,yledge, or not? Upon
the basis of divine teaching, and that insight the Holy Ghost
gives into the depths of depravity of the human heart, are you
prApared to affirm, at last as well as at first-aye, and that under
a thousand-fold deeper sense of the fact-" It is by the grac8'
of God I am what I am"? " Yet llot I, but the grace of God
which was with me"?
Reader, all knowledge-all attainments-all experience-that faU
short of this is deceptive-yea, worthless in the extreme!
All
saving knowledge-all divine teaching-must, to all intents anCl
purposes, issue in John the Baptist's exclamation, in regard to,
his loved and loving Master, "He must increase, but I muat
decrease."
We have, therefore, once again to bless, praise, and adore a
covenant God, for all the grace and loving-kindness and mercy
which have marked the course of another veal'.
Whatever its.
changes-however manifold its sorrows or it~ sufferings-numberless as may have been its perplexities, anxieties, cares, and
solicitudes-still the old testimony holds good to the present hoUl'.
"Having obtained help of God. we continue unto this day."
Nor (blessed be His llame!) is there the shadow of a shade or
reason why we should not, as in the many preceding years,.
set up our Ebenezer, and exclaim, "Hitherto the Lord hath
helped us."
As time advanoes, and as year to year is added to our pilgrimage, wc cannot but contemplate, and that with adoring love and
gratitude, the happiness of those who. during the receding year,
have been called home!
On their behalf we I'ejoice that their
pilgrimage is ended, and that they have ent81'ed upon their
eternal inheritance, to unite in the grand hallelujah chorus of the
redeemed; yea, with" a great multitude which no man can number;
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, and which
stand before the throne, and before the Lamb, with white' robes,
and palms in their hands."
It is scarcely possible to abstain from envying their bliss~
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espeoially wl:J.en it is considered that they have "ceased from
their labours;" that the wilderne~s has been crossed, the J ordau
passed over, Satan vanquished, and the world for ever done with.
At the same tini.e, it is well, dear reader, to bear in mind that,
as the word applied to them, so equally it applies to us, "1&
there not an appointed time to man upon earth?"
The spirit,
then, that it behoves us to crave to possess is, that we may beenabled perpetually to say, "All the days of my appointed time
will I wait, till my change come. Jl
As already stated, with
respect to those days, there is-there must be-the same covenant
arrangements, in their adaptation, completeness, and all-sufficiency,
as in the past. Without a question, these covenant arrangementsshall be developed little by little, and day by day, in the future
as in the past-through the wilderness, across the J Ol'dan, and
into the promised land!
There is another thought, beloved, it behoves us to entertain
-one that has oftentimes been a stay and a comfort to our
own mind.
You will find it in the last two verses of the
eleventh of Hebrews- And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise: God having
provided some better thing fur us, that they without us should
not be made perfect."
With respect to the times in which we live, we need say but
little.
To the observant mind ~ it must be obvious that t1:1o
foretellings of the sacred 'Vord, with regarrl to the closing up
of the present dispensation, are being rapidly and most unmistakably fulfilled.
How momentous have been the signs and
tokens-the wars and rumours of wars, pestilences, earthquakes in
divers places, distress of nations, with perplexity!
How literally
have these prophecies been ratified and confirmed!
Notwithstanding their significance, however, how very transient the.
impression awakened by even the most solemn and sweeping
catastrophes!
A judicial blindness seems to have taken possession of the people.
Again, how superficial and unreal the excitement and the sensationalism of the day! How varied, but how un scriptural, the
devices of the times for arresting and alluring the multitude;
but, for most part, issuing in the name, minus the power in the
letter, not in the Spirit.
Moreo\"er, in the churches of the day, in what consists theso-called religion but in form and ceremony? 'Vill-worship! A
blending of the Church and the world!
The Church and theworld agreeing to sink their differences, and to unite the one with
the other. 'l'he Church to have the morning, and the world theafter-parts of the day. The sacramental and the sacerdotal in the'
morning, and the social circle, the ball-room, the card party, theconcert, or the theatre, at night.
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Is this, we ask, even in the veriest degree, "denying self,
taking up the cross daily," and following a precious Christ? Is this
"coming out, being separate, and touching not the unclean thing" ?
Nay, nay.
Say what men may, or whatsoever their pretensions,
the distinction between the Church and the world is as real and
as absolute as ever; nor can ought gainsay the words of the
Great Teacher, "No man can serve two masters: for either he will
hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon"
(Matt. VI. 24).
Once more, that which we have looked and longed for appears
as far off as ever. V\T e had hoped that the prophecy of' some old
divine ~ould come to pass, namely, that, when the Popish foe
invaded Christendom, it w0uld act the part of the shepherd's dogdrive all the sheep together. Alas! we see it not. On the contrary, there is the hairsplitting, the'strife about straws, the
bickering an\'l. the backbiting, among those who, one in Christ, not
in mere name or profession, might well look and live higher, even
as brethren and sisters in one common household, redeemed by
the same blood, justified by the same righteousness, partakers of
the same grace, taught by the same Spirit, journeying through
the same wilderness, engaged in the same conflict, trl:).velling on
to the same home, and destined to dwell together in the same
€ternal inheritance, and unitedly to join in the same everlasting and
uninterrupted song, "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and priests
unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ev€r
and ever. Amen" (Rev. i. 5, 6).
THE EDITOR.
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