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PREFACE .

,

. WE never remember to have had greater pressure upon the mind,
whilst taking up the pen to write our annual address, than at the
present moment.. Fa~n would we keep silence, and wait -and watch,
rather t.han attempt to offer any comments upon passing events.
That they are of the very gravest character there can be no
question. Even before what we now write is in the hands of
our readers, the impending election will, in all probability, have
taken place, and what the issue the Lord J ehovah Himself only
knows.
The Lord has been so dishonoured, more particularly of late
years, by those in authority, and men have been permitted so to
follow their own schemes and devices, that we cannot contemplate
the nem' futu1'e with any degree of satisfaction. Disappointment
and defeat have already largely attended the efforts of those who
have been wise in their own esteem, and relied upon their own
skill and, judgment, instead of seeking that wisdom which the
Lord alone can give. Moreover, indulgence and furtherance have
been dealt out with the most unsparing hand to the pnisuniptuous
claims of men who hold in contempt the government and authority
of Him who "ruleth in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth." Inasmuch as Jehovah has declared Him~
self to be ," a jealous God," and has said that He "will not give
His glory to another, and His praise to graven images," He
cannot behold with indifference the encouragement that has been
given, and is still being even more widely extended, to a system
the page of history proves to have been most injurious and
destructive to the'true interests of mankind, and whose ultimate
doom and final and complete overthrow are as pronounced and
decisive in the Word of the living God as it is possible to be.
With the so marked denunciation and the so clearly defined
destruction that awaits the Papacy, the aid that is afforded her,
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and the little heed to the warnings and admonitions with respect
to her, can only be ascribed to a judicial blindness having befalleI?the people; and with that judicial blindness is coupled a species
of infatuation, under the influenQe of which vast multitudes are
oarried away. The senses are pandered to. Both eye and ear are
captivated by sight and sound. Pictures allure the one, and
music the other, arid thus the young and inexperienced, the giddy
and the gay, are, little by little,drifting down the stream towards
the fatal abyss.
Not to 'speak of previous years, but to confine ourselves to the
review of even the year the last month of which has prospectively
dawned upon us, what stirring events have occurred! How manifold
their number! how vast their extent! how loud their appeal!
how significant their admonitions! But, alas! alas! how little have
they been regarded! What a spirit of indifferentism and unconcern has pervaded the public mind! Supineness and insensibility seem to be the order of the day. "To-morrow shall be as
to-day,- and much more abundant," is the practical utterance of
men, and this in the face of a "perplexity" which, in the Word
of God, is given as one of the signs and tokens of the last days.
To confine ourselves, as we have said, to the now· receding
year, have its events been less important and less remonstrative
than those which more immediately preceded it? We trow not.
The wars, the earthquakes, the pestilences, the ocean waves, the
failures of crops, the strange diseases of cattle of varied kind,
that have marked the progress of recent years have been followed
in the present by the most deadly visitation of that dire. malady,
cholera, which, in Spain alone, swept off, within some three or four
months, nearly or q~ite a httndred thousand of imm01·tal souls! Yet
what impressivlll has it made? What reformation has it effected?
Where have been our national humblings and our national prayers
for pardon and protection? Again, how numerous and extensive
the conflagrations, especially in the Metropolis! How unsettled
the nations! What strife and preparations for war! How numberless the wrecks, in spite of the discoveries of science and the
progress of navigation! How depressed the state of trade and
commerce! How restless the minds of men! How does class
oppose class, and withal how fearful the casting off the fear of
the Lord, and the spread of infidelity!
Moreover, was there ever a year in which there were such dread
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discoveries and disclosures of the fearful extent and diabolical
character of the pursuits and habits of men in high places -? Were
there nothing else of moment, in regard to the developments of the
year 1885, the astounding revelations which it has witnessed wouldrender it lamentably notorious in the history of nations. In this
~espect, it may well be blotted out as too bad and too black to
be left on record. We question if the page of time ever bore
upon its face viler, darker, more loathsome, hateful, and abominable
facts than the year 1885.
How one thinks, at the moment of writing, of the remark, " If
an earthly monarch could sit upon the throne of the Most High,
as ruler and governor of the nations, he would destroy the world
within five minutes!" There can be no doubt about it. Hence
His marvellous patience, His wonderful forbearance, His astounding
long-suffering !
Then as to the Lord's own people. The longer we live, the more
amazed we are, as we contemplate the patienoe, forbearanoe, and
long-suffering of the Lord J ehovah, as exercised towards His own
children.
The worldling sins in ignorance and in nature's
heathenism. Not so the really Spirit-quickened, the adopted sons
and daughters of the Lord God Almighty. These, alas! sin
against light and love-against a Father, a Friend, a Brotheryea, a "Friend that sticketh closer than a brother." Moreover,
when we think what that love has been-what that love has
done-what the cost of redemption, even the service and sufferings of the Lord Jesus Ohrist-oh, how base is sin! how vile,
corrupt, and heinous our transgressions ! We repeat that, the
longer we live, and the more we reflect upon these facts, the more
are we lost in astonishment and surprise. Perfectly can we
understand the language of the Apostle Peter when, comparing
his own distrust and ingratitude with the Lord's loving acts and
tender mercies, he exclaimed, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, 0 Lord!" Further, the more we know of ourselves, and
the more familiar we became with the Lord's leadings and dealings,
the more suitable and appropriate shall we find the words of Job
-" I have heard of Thee by the hearing of the ear; but now
mine eye seeth Thee; wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in
dust and ashes."
This personal knowledge-the gradual insight into the depths
of iniquity of our own hearts-the sense of what those hearts are
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capable, as tOoihe commission of sin and the indulgence of iniquity,
together with the recognition of the power by which alone we
are at once restrained and sustained-will serve to crush the veriest
inclination to indulge in self-love' or creature boast. The" Who
maketh thee to differ?" and the "So did not I, because of the
fear. of the Lord," will prevail over the pride and Pharisaism
which might otherwise obtain the. mastery. .,
We spoke at first of the striking events alid momentous changes
which may-and we believe will-speedily occur. To our own
mina, the Word of God clearly bespeaks it. Assuredly the signs
of the times of late years have been opening up, in such a marked
and unquestionable manner, the predictions and foretellings of
Jesus. As intimated in our previous remarks, have we not had
"wars and rumours of wars, great earthquakes in divers places,
and famines, and pestilences"? Has not there, moreover, been
" distress of nations, with perplexity"? We have often asked the
question, whether. any word can more significantly set forth the
state of things which has now for a long season prevailed? Are
not men "perplexed" in attempting to foresee what is coming,
and as to the course it behoves them to take? Differ as they
may in their views and opinions upon many subjects, are they
not agreed as to the strange and peculiar character of the times
in which our lot is cast? Remedies may be suggested, and efforts
made in this or that direction, but with what results?
The lover of his Bible, and the man that has been wont
becomingly to acknowledge the divine government of J ehovah, can
scarcely fail to perceive that the Most High has "a c:mtroversy
with the nations." His rule has been disputed; His authority
set at nought; His very existence called in question. What
clcarer confirmation of the sacred Word, in regard to the last
times, can be given than the fact that there have come, according
to diviue foreshowing, "scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and
saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the
beginning of the creation"? Is there not abundant every-day and
all-the-day proof of the appearance of such men? and is not the
language we have quoted that in which they express themselves?
But, in the face of the terrible details of history, and in spite
of all the solemn denunciations with regard to Antichrist, what,
as already intimated, has been the COurse adopted by those in
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authority with respect to it? What, but a yielding to its claims
and a furtherance of'its diabolical aims and intentions in every
possible way? And will not the Most High avenge Himself for
these things? Will He-can He-regard with indifference-much
less with complacency or approval-that which His righteous soul
abominates ?Will He-can He-,-turn a deaf ear to the martyrs'
cry, "How long, 0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and
avenge our blood on those that dwell on the· earth?" What! the
Loi'd Gad Almighty":-He who hath said," WJlQSO toucheth you
toucheth the apple of His eye "-shall He fail to recognize the
great fact that those who "overcame the accuser of the brethren
by the blood of the Lamb, 'and by the word of their testimony,"
"loved not their lives ~mto the death" '! . Impossible! "Shall not
God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him,
though He bear long with' them? I tell you [said Jesus Himself]
He will &cvenge them speedily."
It is highly probable that this·
be our last· Preface, or annual
address, considering the age to which we have been permitted to
attain. We cannot-we dare not-calculate upon more than our
usual monthly issue. This is quite as much as we presume upon,
not the completion of volume after volume! Upon these grounds,
therefore, and with the great probability before us of this being
our last yearly summary, we wish to leave upon record thesatisfaction we feel in the contemplation of the short t1'iumph Antichrist shall enjoy, presuming, as" we believe it ",ill, again obtain
-the ascendancy in England.
We have long been of opinion that the three years and a half
mentioned in both Daniel and the Apocalypse have reference to the
.future. During that time, we believe that "the two witnesses will
be silenced," or the liberties now enjoyed, both from pulpit and
press, be curtailed. Notwithstanding, however, this short dominion,
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS
AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH, being doomed,
must come to an end. Yea, though sh~ may presumptuously say in
her heart, "I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow;
therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death; and mourning,
and famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong
is the Lord God who judgeth her. And the kings of the earth,
who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with her, shall
bewail her, and lament for her, when they shall see the smoke of
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her burning, standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying,
,Alas! alas! that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in one
hOliris thy judgment come" (Rev. xviii. 7-10).
As -the Word of the living God has be'en fulfilled to the very
letter, age after age and generation after generation, until now, so
likewise what remains to be fulfilled shall assuredly come to pass.
"Hell-ven and earth shall pass away, but His Word shall not pass
away."
But, reader, in the contemplation of these solemn events, where
shall we find comfort, pea,ce, satisfaction, but in the self-same blessed
Word? ,What read we there? The covenant promises of a covenant
God on behalf of a covenant people. " My people," saith J ehovah,
"shall never be ashamed.",' Moreover, immediately following the
description of the last times, as ,foreshown by Jesus, is the precious,
loving, heart-cheering, fear· assuaging counsel, "And when these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads,
for your redemption draweth nigh."
We cannot conclude this address without once more expressing
our oft-repeated regret as to the lamentable falling out by the
way of brethrenwha are of one heart and one soul in the grand
essentials of our most. holy faith. These, alas! instead of differing and agreeing to differ in matters of secondary import.ance,
are contending' abo~t straws.' Meanwhile, the enemy is taking
advantage, furthering his ends, and accompliShing his purposes, to
a fearful degree; and, by-and.bye, he will turn round and exult
over the divisions he has made, and the severances he has effected,
among those who are mercifully and sovereignly appointed hereafter
to spend an eternity of bliss together in the immediate presence
of Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and "the general
assembly ~nd Church of the First.born, whose names are written
in heaven."
THE EDITOR.
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