I!'""t . .' -

~--

=.-~

-

.-. ,.,.

--'"

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE
A1VD

PROTESTANT BEACON•

.. CO:\IFORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITH YOUR GOD."
.. E~DEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE."
"JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO-D.--\Y, AND FOR

EVER,

WHOM TO

KNOW IS LIFE ETERNAL."

v0

L. X X I I.-N E W S E R I E S.

LONDON:
W. H. AND L. COLLINGRIDGE, ALDERSGATE STREET~ E.O.

-

1887.

•

.

PRE FACE.
UNLESS personally tested, few would imagine how being connected with periodical literature renders time so additionally fleeting
in appearance. Weeks and months seem to pass so rapidly,
and for this reason-that material is in such ever-constant demand. No sooner has one number of a work appeared, than
preparation for its successor must immediately be made. This
rapid flight of time is, however, by no means confined to weeks
or months. Years, even, seem to follow each other in swift succession. Of this we are from time to time so reminded by a
new Preface being called for.
It falls to our lot to write a jorty-elgldh Preface to this Magazine. Rarely, if ever, has a similar service devolved upon the selfsame Editor. The world is so changing, and men are so mortal,
as to render such a. state of things most exceptional.
Whilst stating thil'l fact, however, we dare not, in the least
degree, take any credit to ourselves in this matter. That we
have been permitted thus to continue, and that we have been
enabled, month after month and year after year, to add our
humble tribute in proof of divine grace and strength, is wholly
and solely attributable to Him, and Him only, ,. in whom we
live, and move, and have our being." In the retrospect of the
past well-nigh eight-and-forty years, we do, in all the fulness 0 f
our heart, exclaim, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but
unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's
sake! "
We cannot contemplate our present position, as having been
permitted of our God to continue in connection with this work
for so many years, without being reminded of the very many who
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have passed away during that period. Row few-yea, how very,
very few-remain who were identified with us when we first
entered upon our Editorial oareer! Naturally does such fact suggest the inquiry, "Your fathers, where are they? and the
prophets, do they live for ever P" It is, however, so sweet to
connect another passage with them-Cl These all died in faith,
not having received th~ promises, but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and embraoed them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth" (Reb.
xi. 1~). Whilst we· rejoice on their behalf, we rejoice also on
our, own, for we read, "And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not
be made perfect" CReb. xi. 39, 40).
Brethren and sisters beloved, imbued as was the Apostle's
mind, in writing to his son Timothy, with the solemnity of what
awaited the Ohurch, when he testified that, "in the last days,
pe~ilous times should come," yet how great was his comfort, in
rega.rd .to the falling short of some, that " nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this s~al, The Lord knoweth
them that are Ris. And, Let everyone that nameth the name
of Christ depart from iniquity" (2 Tim. ii. 19). Rere was his
stronghold. Re rejoiced~ as the Psalmist long before him did,
in the fact"" that Cl the Lord had made with him a covenant, ordered in all things, and sure." The realization of this stood
by him amid all his trials and exercises. It was this that
instrumentally stayed his mind when, in parting with the elders
of Ephesus, he said, '.' And now, behold, I go bound in the
spirit u~to Jerusalem, not knowing th~ things that shall befall
me there ; save that the Roly Ghost witnesseth in every city,
saying that bonds and affiictions abide me. But none of these
things move me, neither count I my li~e dear unto myself, so
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which
I have 'received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the
grace of God" (Acts xx. 22-24). In like manner, with the same
perfect calm and supernatural immov~ablene.ss, he declared to
his son Timotqy, "I am now ready to be- 'off~red, and the time
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of my departure is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only,
but unto all them also that love His appearing" (2 Tim. iv. 6-8).
How precious is the consideration of these verities, when we
remember that there is such ample evidenco left upon record in
proof that, notwithstanding this calm, deliberate view of things,
the Apostle was, in and of himself, only "a man of like passions
with ourselves." He was a man in common. He had his faint. ings and his fears, oven as we, reader. Mark his language in
somewhat earlier day-" We are troubled on every side, yet not
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but
not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; always bearing ~bout
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of
J eSlts might be made manifest in our body. For we which live
are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also
of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh" (2 Cor. iv.
8-11).
Moreover, in afterwards taking a survey of the past, and of the
treatment he had received at the hands of certain men, how emphatic was his testimony-" Notwithstanding the Lord stood with
me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be
fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was
<lelivered out of the mouth of the lion. And the Lord shall
deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me nnto
His heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen" (2 Tim. iv. 17, 18). How confirmatory was this of the
great and glorious fact to which, some six years before, he had
given utterance-" We know that all things work together fu1'
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to His purpose " (Rom. viii. 28).
We repeat that, amid all the conflicting statements and adverse
opinions so rife especially in our own day, how cheering is the reflection of the perfect harmony and the blessed consistency between
the living and the dying testimonies of prophets, apostles, and
martyrs! .Additionally satisfactory is the fact that such has
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received confirmation at the hands, and in the rich experience of
myriads since apostolio times. These, blessed be God, have been
added to that great oloud of witnesses of which the Apostle spoke
even in his day, when' he said, "Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a oloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset Ull,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the oross, despising the
'Shame, and is set down at the right ,hand of the throne of
God" (Heb. xii., 1, 2).
Taking into oonsideration the amount of scepticism and infidelity
that characterizes our own times, as well as the various strange
and contradiotory so-called religious efforts that are so oontinually
springing up and being put forth, how sweet is the refleotion upon
the counsel given by the Apostle, at the close of the fifteenth
chapter of his first Epistle to the Corinthians-" Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord."
In precious conformity is the advice of the Apostle Peter, who,
having touched upon the temptations and exercises inseparable from
the trial of faith, says, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour: whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the
same afHictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the
world. But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while,
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen " (1 Peter v. 8-11).
Oh, to realize more and more what is involved in that" stablish,
strengthen, settle you"!
Beloved, in closing this very probably our last Preface, we would
affectionately remind you that nothing can befall the Church of
the Most High but what was eternally foreseen-yea, and eternally
provided for-by Him before whom all things are naked and open.
"He worketh all things [blessed be His name] after the counsel
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of His own will.
Thou P"
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None dare stay His hand, nor say, What doest
" Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs,
And works His sovereign will.
" His purposes shall ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bqd may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower."

Adored, be His name, whatever may be the sufferings and
sorrows-trials and afflictions-with which He may see fit to test
and try the faith He gives, His Word still stands good, and shall
to the very end-" The Lord lmoweth how to deliver the godly
out of temptation"; "His hand is not shortened, that it 'cannot
save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear." No, nOr ever
can be.
In the spirit in which the Apostle addressed himself to the
brethren at Thessalonica, we would seek to impress our readers,
in regard to the scenes which we believe to be at hand. In the
early part of the third chapter of the first Epistle to the Thessalonians, the Apostle· says, "That no man should be moved by
these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto. For verily, when we were with you, we told you before
that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye
know." Hence, come what may upon the Church and the world,
in these last days, there is no reason whatever that a~y-the
Lord's people especially-should be taken by surprise. On the
contrary, the grave events which await us are clearly foretold,
as connected with the closing up of the present dispensation.
Nothing could be clearer or more definite than the Lord's own
words, with respect to this all-important subject.. In addition to
"the beginning of sorrows" of which the Lord before spakeas to "wars and rumours of wars, nation rising against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom; earthquakes in divers places,
famines and pestilences," and so on-can anything be more true,
as to the existing state of things, than" distress of nations, with perplexity "? Where could a word be found more appropriate than
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the word "perplexity"? And, where a becoming thoughtfulness
pervades the minds of' men, in place of callousness or recklessness
of consequences, do not their "hearts fail them for fear, and for
looking after those things whieh are coming on the earth"? But,
notwithstanding all these foreshowings, the Lord tenderly and
lovingly adds, on behalf of His beloved and devoted followers,
"And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads, jor your redemption dralceth nigh."
Now this, beloved readers, is the thought that we are intensely
Come what may, that
anxious to leave uppermost with you.
precious word stands good-yea, most firm and unalterable"Say ye to the rigMeous, that it shall be well with kim," and "My
people shall never be ashamed." These, blessed be God, are verities,
the which no power on earth or hell can gainsay or affect. They
are as fixed and immoveable as J ehovah's eternal throne.
Finally, brethren, as in a two-fold sense we feel the appropriateness of' the Apostle Peter's words to our own state and condition
-first, 'as to his early departure, and secondly, as to his" not having
followed cunningly-devised fables "-we will close this address with
his own loving language-" Wherefore the rather, brethren, give
diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these
things, ye shall ne,er fall: for so an entrance shall be ministered,
unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Wherefore I will not be negligent to
put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know
them, and be established in the present truth. Yea, I think it
meet, as long as I am ill this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting
you in remembrance j knowing that shortly I must put off this
my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath showed me.
Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease
to have these thing8 always in remembrance. For we have not
followed cunningly-devised fables" (2 Peter i. 10-16).
THE EDITOR.
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