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PHEFACE.
THE reader, we doubt not, will readily imagine that it is with
special feeling we attempt to write our forty-ninth Preface to this
Magazine. As a matter of course, we are led back in review
over so lengthened a period-a period very rarely, if ever,
granted to one and the same person to conduct a work of this
description. There may have been instances in which an editor
has superintended a secular periodical for a similar length of time,
but suoh instances have been very few, if any.
Now, the feeling whioh pervades our own mind, in entering
upon this servioe, at the present moment, is the contemplation of
the divine forbearance and faithfulness whioh have been inseparable
from the work in which we have thus for so long time been
engaged. This, with us, is the uppermost thought. Change and
vicissitude have naturally marked the course of events during the
little less than half-a-century that we have been connected with this
Magazine j but, whatever those changes or vicissitudes may have
been, there has not been the shadow of change in regard to Him
with whom we have had to do. No, blessed be His great and
ever-adorable name, He has maintained His charaoter as "the
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." He has ratified and
confirmed the fact that "with Him is no variableness nor the
shadow of turning." His own declaration still stands good, "I,
the Lgrd, change not; therefore ye sons of J acob are not consumed." We maintain that, amid so much that is variableyea, ever-ohanging-how fraught with consolation is this fact of
the changeless oharaoter of the Lord God of Sabaoth. "I AM
THAT I AM" is as solid, as emphatio, as immovable as when
first deolared, as the answer to be given by Moses of old, as to
Who sent him upon his great and glorious mission.
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From time to time this feature of J ehovah's character has been
dwelt upon in these pages; and we candidly acknowledge that
the longer we live, the more deeply are we impressed with the
fact. We are astounded at the long-suffering and the forbearance
of the Most High. We are equally frank in the declaration of
our belief that this so specially applies to the Lord's dealings with
His people.
We have been wont for many years to testify our conviction
that the sin of the worldling or the unbeliever bear.:; no comparison
in lleinousness to the sins and transgressions of a child of God.
The former transgress in ignorance. They never knew God in the
character of a Father-a Friend-a Brother-" yea, a Friend
that sticketh oloser than a brother"! They were never so brought
into contaot with Him as to have the speoial pledge of His favour;
the assurance of His adopting love and meroy; the oovenant
engagement that He would guide them and guard them-proteot
them and provide for them-all through the journey of the wilderness of this world, and that He would finally bring them to the
" rest which remaineth for the people of God"-to that" inheritanoe
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away"-to
that "city which hath foundations, whose Builder and Maker is
God."
Now, whilst the worldling or the unconverted are in personal
ignorance of these things, and know nothing about them beyond
reading and hearing of them, the adopted sons and daughters of the
Lord God Almighty have been brought into a personal, heartfelt,
experimental acquaintance with them by the quickening power,
sacred seal, and divine operations of God the Holy Ghost. Hence,
we contend that their sins and transgressions-their backslidings
of lip and life-their at least measure of return to the beggarly
elements of the world, in conduct and conversation·-in thoughts, or
words, or deeds-virtually, to say the least, treat J ehovah's gifts
with the most flagrant and hateful indifference. And where is
the believer-where the man that knows somewhat of the ingratitude, the vileness, the scepticism, the devilism of his own heartbut must plead guilty to this state of things, and exclaim, with
the Prophet, " Woe is me! for I am undone; becan;:;e I am a man
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.of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean
Jips" ?
We are quite aware that the tone in which we write may be
,considered as dwelling indeed upon a low key, and some may
think we ought to seek to take a higher and a loftier strain j but
we dare not do it, under the pressure that is upon us, as, at the
,close of another year, we take a cursory glance at the present
.aspect of Christendom, and as we contemplate the fact of the great
,probability that we are herewith giving our final summary of'
events, as far as our finite mind can grasp them, in a so-called
,religious point of view.
Our readers are well aware of our oft-expressed belief that the
,signs of the times most unmistakably betoken that the last days
are upon us. We cannot see how, to any observant mind, the fact
can be questioned. We are assured, from the lips of Him" who
spake as man never spake," that grave events would usher in
-,the close of the present dispensation. Have not the varied occurrences of the last few years-the signal judgments with which the
.earth has been visited-confirmed this declaration of the once so
greatly despised Nazarene? Moreover, what plainer statements
,could have been made than those by the Apostle, who so distinctly
and emphatically affirmed that "in the last days perilous times
should come" ? and his description of those times is in strict accord
with the plain matter of fact that the present times disclose. Yea,
we had nearly said that the most transient glance at the times
would ratify and confirm this foreshowing of the Apostle Paul.
Agai.n, mark the testimony of the Apostle Peter, and what more
characteristic of'the existing state of things than his words-" Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of His
,coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as
they were from the beginning of the creation"? (2 Peter iii. 3, 4.)
Is not this the spirit of the age in which we live? Could language
more accurately describe the taunts and objections of men of our
time? Is there not the sneer-the scoff-the blasphemous rejecction of Bible truth?
.
Deeply impressed, therefore, ns we are with these Scriptural
A 2
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prophecies, in regard to the latter times, we cannot but again raise
our warning voice, feeble as it may be, and call upon our readers
to consider these things. Moreover, in so doing, they will assuredly
find not only material for the strengthening of their own faith,
but likewise for answering the objections of the sceptic and the
infidel. Instead of refuting the sacred truths of the Bible, their
very existence and antagonism prove its genuineness and reality,
inasmuch as both their character and conduct are clearly there
described. Were there none such, in so far as they are concerned,
the statements in regard to them in the sacred Word would lack
proof. This is an argument which it would be well for believers
never to overlook. It is both a safe and a short way of meeting
the opponent.
In the midst of all, however-whatever may be the hostility
of the human heart, and treacherous and deadly as may be the
attacks against the fundamentals of our most holy faith-that
glorious truth shall hold good, even to the end-" Nevertheless,
the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
knoweth them that are Eis; and, Let him that nameth the name
of Ohrist depart from iniquity."
Oome what may, naught shall in the leastwise interfere withmuch less frustrate or forego-the designs of the Most High..
"His purposes must stand, and He will do all His pleasure."
Moreover, equally emphatic shall His own counsel prove-" Say ye
to the righteous, It shall be well with him; say ye to the wicked,
It shall be ill with him."
We have so commented in our present Number upon the aspect
of the times, that we need only make a passing reference here
to the subject. Both in the political and the so-called religious
world the outlook is most serious. Nor can those who study and
who value the sacred Word be surprised at what is taking place.
Passing events are but confirmatory of what has long been foreshown. In an article which we intended for our present Number,
but the insertion of which we are compelled to defer till our next, we
have sought to show that the countenance given to Popery since
the fatal Act of 1829 has, step by step, brought the most ruinous
consequences upon this so long and highly-favoured England. As
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long as she stood firm to her Reformation principles, and practically
avowed her hatred of Antichrist, so long was she countenanced
by the Most High; but when, as a nation and as a Ohurch, she
cast off the fear of the Lord and the regard for His Word, both
in its precepts and its promises, admitting to her Parliament, as
guides to the nation and rulers of the people, both Papists and
infidels, it is proved to a demonstration indeed that, as a corn'"
munity, we have "sown to the wind, and are reaping the whirl-wind."
As to real, vital Ohristian prinoiple, we see but lit.tle
difference between the two great political parties. Both the one
and the other have lent, and still are lending, their aid to a.
system which both the Word of God and the history of nations
pronounce as accursed. As for the Establishment, it is saturated
with Romanism. Betrayers find entrance mostly by means of
Oxford, and, in the deadliest way, have laboured to undermine'
and effect her destruction. Her bishops (professedly her defenders)
are, either through expediency, laxity, or the cherishing (Heze-kiah-like) the idea that "they shall have peace in their days,'f
lending a helping and an active hand in the Ohurch's destrttc'"
tion. Shame! shame to them that such should be their conduct;
from the Primate-almost without exception-through the whole
bench of bishops-betrayers of their country, and traitors to
their God, and for whom a terrible rendering of stewardship is
in reserve. N or without the pale of the Ohurch of England are
matters in a better or more hopeful plight. Oarnality, worldly
conformity, and the almost entire absence of a holy jealousy and
supernatural zeal for God and truth, characterize, for most part,
Nonconformity. The removal of wholesome and much-needed
barriers, as the nation and the Ohurch's protection-the placing
all classes of professors upon the same footing-lead to a fatal
overlooking of the craft and subtlety of that J esuitism which thus
plots the overthrow of both Ohurch and nation. Romanism never
was, nor can be, satisfied with either toleration or equality. Absolute
sway-positive dominion-are her aim and purpose! This attainedand fast attaining it she is-her lamb-like mask and treacherous
subtlety will be thrown off and set aside, and she will re-present
herself in all her deadly spleen and infernal hate, so utterly void

'VIII

PREFACE.

.of "the wisdom that is from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrisy" (James iii. 17).
Wherein could the real character of Romanism be more fully
,developed than in the present proceedings before the Parnell CornnIission? But far the fatal spell which seems to have settled
down upon the nation, it would appear next to impossible but that
.a professed Protestant community should rise, and, as with one
heart and one arm, shake off such an incubus, and divest them.selves once and for all of such a treacherous, murderous, infernal
foe. But until J ehovah arises, with His irresistible, almighty
arm, matters will wax worse and worse. When He takes to
Himself His great power, and comes forth conquering and to
.conquer, then, and not until then, shall Antichrist fall before Him,
and sink into that vortex of remediless ruin and despair that
awaits her, and beyond doubt is her hapless and everlasting
portion.
Readers, we just touch upon these matters, and make, as it were,
passing allusion to them, with the hope that you may not be taken
by surprise when these things come to pass, and are more fully
devolved. If we know ourselves, we are prompted in so doing by
a small measure of the spirit which led the Apostle Peter to say,
"I think it meet. as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir you
up by putting you in remembrance; knowing that shortly I must
put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath
.showed me. Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after
my decease to have these things always in remembrance.
For
we have not followed cunningly devised fables" (2 Peter i. 13-16).
Finally, reader, would we add, whether or not it shall please
the Lord that we should ever again address you in this Prefatory
way, we are bound to speak well of His ever-blessed and adorable
name. Whatever this work may have entailed upon us, in a way
of labour or responsibility, during our long connection with it, we
.are bound to testify that our all-wise and all-gracious God HAS
PONE ALL THINGS WELL.
THE EDITOR •
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