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PREFAOE.
ALTHOUGH some time must intervene before what we now sit down to write
will be required for the press, yet, such is the pressure upon the heart, that
we cannot resist the prompting to take up the pen, in order that we may
once again address our readers by way of Preface 01' Introduction to another
volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
We cannot, however, make this attempt but under the very deepest sense
of the Lord's marvellous and abounding goodness and mercy, that we should
have been spared, in the boundlessness of His forbearance and long-suffering, to
address our readers, so far advanced in the fifty-third year of our Editorship,
the which fills us with adoring wonder and astonishment. Oh, how we love that
utterance of the Psalmist, "Who am I, 0 Lord God P and what is my house,
that Thou hast brought me hitherto P" The contemplation of the Lord's
patience and Fatherly tenderness and consideration possesses us increasingly
with amazement-yea, with the most perfect surprise. When we look back,
and, under the power of the Holy Ghost, as the Remembrancer, reflect upon
all the way by which He has led us for more than forty years twice told, we
are, as it were, "Lost in wonder, love, and praise." We are amazed and
astounded in the review. The more we reflect-the more we scrutinize and
examine-the deeper our research into the past, the more struck with wonder
and surprize we become.
And it has this effect, deal' reader: instead of in the leastwise lording it over
our fellow-creatures, 01' indulging, in the very smallest degree, in a pharisaic
pride and self-sufficiency, it has the very opposite effect. By comparison,
we are amazed at the mercy, and lost in adoring wonder, at the fact of how
many with whom we were once familiar have been passed by-yea, have gone
the way of all the earth-and we, by no means more worthy than they, have
been preserved; yea, guarded and guided-protected and provided for-to
the present moment. Oh, that precious testimony of the Psalmist! how we
revel in it, yea, we exceedingly tejoice in it-how gladly we accept it as our
honest declaration: "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us; but unto Thy name
give glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy truth's sake."
Oh, reader, what a subject-yea, what a glorious theme-is Divine
Sovereignty 1 We have often remarked that Dr. WATTS struck the keynote below of what will be taken up above, and emulated, in no small
measure and degree, the theme of the redeemed and glorified"Why was I made to hear Thy voice,
And enter whilst there's room,
Whilst thousands make a wretched choice,
And rather starve than come P
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"'Twas the same love that spread the feast,
That sweetly forced me in;
Else I had still refused to taste,
And perished in my sin."
Ah! how this all.important subject is overlooked and lost sight of, in
the natural antagonism and waywardness of the human heart. The" Why
me ?" "Why me?" will be among the everlasting surprises-and the marvellous unaccountables-and the mystery of mysteries, of the upper and
better world.
Whilst touching upon these subjects, even down here, when conversing
with poor fallen fellow-sinners, how have we seen them silenced-yea,
brought to a stand, and have become dumb before the Lord-when we
have urged: "Now, suppose you are among those chosen ones! In spite
of your hostility-your enmity-yea, your hatred to God and His wayssuppose that He bad His eye upon you before you were born; arranged
when and where you should be born; devised and regulated every minute
particular in regard to all the changing scenes through which you should
be called to pass; appointed that you should have a personal and a practical interest in that precious assurance, 'We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose'; protected and preserved you through life; pardoned, through His blood-shedding, your manifold sins and transgressions;
and finally brought you to His kingdom and glory above, to dwell with
Him for ever, what would you then say to Divine Sovereignty, or J ehovah's
perfect right to do as He chooses P"
Oh, how have we seen the subduing, silencing effect of such suggestions!
Again, dear reader, we have sometimes put the matter in this simple
way: "Suppose there was a change of ministry, and Her Majesty, or
the reigning Sovereign, as the case may be, sent a special messenger to
summon to her presence a certain obscure individual, upon whom she
had fixed her choice, as her future Prime Minister. His first feeling would
be that of surprise, his next idea that it was a mistake. When assured
to the contrary, and he saw by the name and address in the messenger's
hand, that he had waited upon the right man, and called at the right
address, his astonishment would give place to that of .the deepest sense
of unfitness; and, when at length admitted to Her Majesty's royal
presence, such would be his argument; his total incompetency would be his
plea. Imagine, however, that it was both in the power as well as the
province of Her Majesty to meet such argument with, 'That is my
matter. I have chosen you, and I will qualify and adapt you for the
position I desire you to occupy.' What more could be said P What
further objection raised? What would thenceforth be the effect upon
the mind and will and efforts of the so chosen and appointed man P
Who more willing to serve P Who more anxious to serve P Who more
diligent, and self-denying in service P Had that man previously been a
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rebel-had his time and his energies been directed to abuse, and effOl·ts
to injure-who more loyal now P Who more zealous? Who more ready
to defend his Sovereign and espouse her cause P "
Reader, this is but a faint setting forth of the called by grace-the
quickened of the Holy Gho!lt-the saved and the justified and the adopted
of the poor fallen sons and daughters of Adam.
"For thus the Almighty counsel ran,
'Almighty grace, alTest that man.'"

It is, we repeat, when matters are thus brought home to the heart
and conscience, by the personal application of God the Holy Ghost,
that the poor sinner is henceforth convinced and condemned; and, at
the same time, when thus assured of pardoning love and adopting grace
and mercy, he falls before the Lord with adoring wonder, love, and adoration. Here is the secret of the carnal enmity being slain, and the redeemed and acquitted and justified sinner seeking to walk and to serve
in newness of life, and to the praise of Him who hath "translated him
out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of God's dear Son."
Having thus just touched upon what we would term the very vitals
of all trne godliness, and of that which constitutes both the safeguard
and the blessedness of the Lord's people, we would say, be the present
aspect of the nominal Ohurch and the world what it may, that precious
truth stands forth still in all its unspeakable blessedness, "There is
therefore, now no condemnation to those which are in Ohrist Jesus,"
and, "My people shall never be ashamed."
The commission to the
divinely-called and authorized servants of God has never been revoked,
nor shall it be to the end of time-" Say ye to the righteous, that it
shall be well with him." Upon this footing, well has the poet said"And what shall injure you,
Ye hedged about with God P"
Moreover, come what may, nothing can ever militate against that
precious and most consolatory truth, "We know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose." Here is a blessed basis-a sure foundationa condition that all the powers of darkness, and all the combined efforts
of poor fallible man, cannot in the least wise affect or disturb.
In spite, however, of these precious verities, it is next to impos!!ible
to contemplate the present condition of Ohristendom, in a subordinate
point of view, without the very gravest fears, and the very deepest
conviction, that the most important events are upon the eve of occurrence.
Whether, therefore, the Lord will continue to call home His servants,
and, for most part, safely house Hi!! dear people, before He visits
this kingdom with Hi!! so severe and so justly-melited judgments, it is
not for u!! to determine, "The counsel of the Lord, that shall stand."
Of this, however, we are convinced, that those of His dear children as
may live to witnes!! these severe cha!ltisements with which the Lord is
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about to visit Christendom, will be sustained, and" the triumph of the
wicked shall be short."
With respect to recent events-the long·expected and much.talked-of
Lincoln Judgment, which threatens to unsettle the minds of many-we
may say, that personally we anticipated no other result. We were quite
prepared for the judgment that has been pronounced. It is only in keeping and precisely in accord with the compromise-the expediency-the
most thorough want of true and solid principle which characterizes all
grades of society. Jesuitism is the ruling spirit and the prevailing tone
of the age. It is seen in the very countenances of men of high and
important standing, to whom the most responsible decisions are assigned.
Those best acquainted with this work, during our fifty.two to fifty-three
years' conducting of the same, are well aware of the cautionary word which
has incessantly and uniformly been recorded in its pages. With intense
concern have we contemplated the gradual but most certain declension
that has marked the progress of events, during the last half-century, as
far as the Protestantism, and with it, the security of the empire, both
nationally and ecclesiastically, has been concerned. We happened very
lately to turn upon what we wrote upon the subject forty-four years
ago. Here it is:"The great bulk of the religious community are as actively aiding the
cause of Popery on the one hand, as the High Church, Puseyite, or reputed
Papist party are, on the other. Both are making a dead set at the Church
of England, ignorant of, or wilfully blinded to the fact, that, if it falls, they
will be buried beneath its ruins. Our readers are no strangers to our mind
upon this subject. Our testimony, for upwards of eight years past, has
been uniform, namely, that the political dissenters of England are ma~de
the mere cat's.paw of the Romanists, the same as the poor deluded O'Brien
and his coadjutors have been of the priests in Ireland. The Dissenters
will awake to a knowledge of this fact when it is too late to rectify; and,
when so awakened, they will either plunge into the gaping vortex of Popery
for an imagined security; or stand up in open battle, and perish in the conflict; or, deceived and disappointed in their so-called religious career, very
extensively embrace infidelity."
Be it known that the foregoing was written during our residence in
Ireland, shortly after the Famine-scenes, and in the very midst of the
Rebellion that then prevailed, and which threatened to be attended with
the most fatal and disastrous results. To the Lord's most merciful, protecting, and delivering hand was alone to be ascribed the marvellous escape
from the wide.spread and most deadly slaughter that was then contemplated
by the Romanists. At the time of which we speak, and under the preSSill'e
of which the foregoing was written, six men.of.war had been despatched
from England, and were then quartered in the river Suir, directly
opposite the City of Watel'ford. The captain of one of these men.of-war
pointed out to us a certain building in the frontage of that city, and from
which certain seditious documents had been issued, against which the then
gmpe.shotted gunil were first and foremost to be discharged. Just at that
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crisis, within five minutes, we saw some twenty to thirty signal fires lighted
upon the surrounding hills. We preached on the Sunday morning, to
what, to all human appearance, was a doomed people, to whom we never
again expected to minister. To their after-deliverance, we again say, it was
to the Lord -alone that deliverance was to be ascribed. If such were the
facts then, what would be-what 1n~tst be-the certain result and consequence if the proposed Home Rule (or rather Rome-rule) is conceded!
Again, at a later date-some four years afterwards-we thus wrote:" We see no reason to change our convictions, as expressed in these
pages, year after year, for nearly nineteen years past, that a sifting
scourging time rapidly u,pproaches. We believe that England is give~
over for a season to the Papal power. Its long-favoured Establishment,
undermined by its professed sons, totters! Unless shored up by an
Almighty arm, it must fall, and' great will be the fall thereof.' But base,
corrupt, and treacherous as has been the course of the Esaus and the
Judases in the Church of England, by not one particle of more godly fear
or holy influence has the great majority without her pale been actuated.
England's Church has of late struggled against two inveterate enemiesthe one within her pale, the other without; the former from a well-played
Jesuitism that would incorporate her with Rome, Satan's counterfeit of
godliness; the latter from an envy that would raze her to the ground,
and build its own proud free-will, intellectual fabric on her ruins. But,
come what will, the Lord's people are safe, for that truth stands as firm,
and as full, and as glorious to-day as when first penned by the direction
of the Holy Ghost, 'The foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal, the Lord knoweth them that are His.' Zion's is an immovable
foundation. It is built upon the Rock of Ages; that Rock is Christ
'against which the gates of hell shall never-no, never prevail.'''
Thus, reader, we wrote under date November, 1852, and what has been
the course of events since but that of a surrendering, little by little and
time after time, of our national safeguards,and yielding to the foe her
every wish, effort, and design, for the furtherance of her deeply.laid schemes,
and the ultimate overthrow of those privileges, securities, and advantages,
purchased for us by our forefathers at so costly a price? Step after step,
and stage after stage, have witnessed the undermining of our national stand·
ing. Those pledged by oath and position to further and preserve the same,
have, either by supineness, a selfish indolence, or a gross and unprincipled
partizanship, aided and abetted the enemy, and thus furthered the
diabolical designs of our most inveterate foes. With scarcely an exception, the bishops of the Church of England have, for the reasons we havlt
assigned, ministered to the destruction of the Church they were pledged
to protect and preser\re. Hence they have entailed upon',:themselves a
fearful responsibility, and an awful reckoning awaits them. With all their
professed attachment to the Church of the Reformation, the men they
have promoted, and the interests they have advocated, prove ~eyond a
doubt that they are more in harmony with the Romish Apostasy than the
said Church of the Reformation; and, were they honest men, they would go
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to their own place. As a former bishop of Peterborough, speaking of
the Ritualists, said, "They are on the high road to Rome, and nothing
will stop them," so may it be said of the great bulk of the bishops of the
present day. With a Jesuitical Prime Minister at their head, they are
going down to a hapless destruction.
With respect to what is published in the present day, it requil'es but
little effort to discover that the page of history, on the one hand, and the
plain foreshowing of the Scriptures, on the other hand, is virtually set
at nought. "Speak unto us smooth thingl:l, prophesy deceits," is the
order of the day, and this in the face of the most solemn and eventful of
judgments and calamities, and notwithstanding the distraction and per.
plexity which commercially, politically, and ecclesiastically prevail. In
spite of admonition and remonstrance, the utmost conciliation and advancement are afforded to a system which, wherever it has been in the ascendant,
has been followed by anarchy and destruction-yea, the very opposite to
that which proclaims "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good.will towards men."
It is under a deep and still-deepening feeling of responsibility we pen
these facts-for verily facts they are. In our contact with our fellow-men,
we find a want of confidence prevails on every hand. Throughout our
lengthened pilgrimage, we never remember to have heard business men
express themselves in the terms they now do. It is a marked confirmation
of the Lord's own foreshowing in Luke xxi. 25,26, "Upon the earth distress
of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men's hearts
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming
on the earth." Yet, strange as it may appear, there is a supineness and a
callousness and indifference which seem to prevail upon society at large.
Solemn and serious as are the continuous and varied occun-ences of the
day, the voice of Divine Providence-echoing as it does to that of the
Divine Word-is virtually disregarded. Men in general seem, as it were,
under a fatal spell! Touching upon this subject, when we last met, the
friend whose recent departme is recorded in the present Number, Mr.
DRAKE, said, "If half London were destroyed to-morrow, we should scarcely
ear it mentioned." We contend that this is but a. too true and charac.
teristic featme of the present times; and we fear for the terrible scenes
that will follow the caution and admonition thus so continuously given.
We pen these remarks, deal' reader, under the great probability that
they are the last with which we shall ever trouble you, as far as a Preface
to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is concerned. May the Lord, in His gI'eat mercy,
apply them. May He support and cheer and comfort His weary and worn
ones. May He sustain His weak and timid ones. May He whisper His
precious "Fear nots" to His fearing ones; yea, may He speak His
wondrous "It is well!" to each and all His adopted and redeemed ones.
May He, at the same time, have mercy upon multitudes who, at present, are
"ignorant and out of the way," causing them, ere it be too late, to flee
to Jesus, the sinner's only Hope, Refuge, and Redeemer. So prays
THE EDITOR.

