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PRE FACE.

ANOTHER milestone along the rough road of life is in view, and, if we
are spared, will soon be passed. We halt by the way, for the gliding
into the shade of another year brings with it to every Spirit-taught
child of God three things, namely, Thoughtfulness, Tearfulness, and
Thankfulness. Thoughtfulness on the review of another year's pilgrimage
added to those that have gone, and the nearer approach to the end of
our days. How have they been spent ~ Tearfulness of soul-melting in
the consideration of the mercy that we have not been left to perish by
the way, but have had revealed to us the blessings of salvation.
Thankfulness for the innumerable blessings and mercies extended to us,
spiritually and temporally. But now to our PREFACE, which to a
Magazine of this stamp is of no mean importance, and I take it as
an honour my pen should have it to write. First we would draw
attention to

THE ANTIQUITY OF THE "GOSPEL MAGAZINE.'"

Open before us is a copy of the first issue, published in the year 1766,
which brings our present volume to the one hundred and twenty-seventh
year of its existence, stamping it undoubtedly as the oldest Magazine
of the age. It is worthy of notice also, how during this lengthened
period the character of its teaching has remained unchanged.
The Editors of the Volume referred to, 1766 (whose names are
not given), tell us, "That the design of their venture is to endeavour
to instruct and improve their readers in the knowledge of the great
truths of the Gospel, and of those things that relate to their eternal
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salvation, purposing, by Divine assistance, to make the Holy Scriptures
the standard of their Divinity, and to publish the truths of the
Gospel in an evangelical and practical way." We really do not feel
that any words of ours can improve this wise determination before God.
Such is precisely the desire of the present Editor, and we re-echo their
words, one hundred and twenty-seven years after they were penneil,
and take up most heartily the Scriptural motto of their first issue,
" I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth" (Rom. i. 16). "This is
life eternal, that they might know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3). Before we pass from the
consideration of the antiquity of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we might
mention, that while in those days referred to every City house had its
sign, we find it stated that the first volume was printed at " The Globe," in
Paternoster Row.
And now let us say a few words upon
THE DISTINCTIVE DOCTRINES TAUGHT IN THE PAGES OF OUR
MAGAZINE.
And we would place first and foremost the doctrine of the Trinity of
Persons in the Godhead, which is so closely interwoven with every part
of the Sacred Volume; and we delight in the Covenant of Grace,
which displays the purpose of God the Father, the voluntary media.torial work of God the Son. and the special grace of God the Holy
Ghost. Then we rejoice in a clear apprehension of the Divine Sove1'eignty of God in creation, providence, and grace; and we hold with
equal joy the Election of Grace; and are sure that the fact of the Lord's
having a chosen people redeemed from among men, peculiarly His own,
cannot be denied by the thoughtful reader of the Bible.
Further, we rejoice in that part of the Gospel scheme which makes
the Atonement of Christ its centre truth, from which issues the Justification and Sanctification of every saved sinner in Christ. Another
doctrine we glory in is that of the Adoption of the sinner into the
family of God, as an act of sovereign grace and mercy, coupling with
it that indissoluble union which exists between Christ and His Church;
and, without further enlarging, we sum up our creed with our expression of a firm belief in the Final Perseverance Of the Saints. " Foreknown,
predestinated, called, justified, and glorified" (Rom. viii. 29, 30). These
are links in God's golden chain of love, that no power on the earth
or under the earth can sever. "Being confident of this very thing,
that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ" (Phi!. i. 6). And as dear TOPLADY sang-
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"My name from the palm s of His hands
Eternity will not erase;
Impressed on His hear~ it remains,
In marks of indelible grace.
Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As SUl'e as the earnest is given;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glolified spilits in heaven."
Beloved reader, does this creed suit you ~ By God's grace, you will
have no other tau~ht in these pages while the unworthy writer remains
the Edi~or. And now a few words uponTHE MISSION OF THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

,....

We believe that it fills an impor~allt niche in the visible Church of
God. Our blessed Lord said, when on earth, "Blessed are they that
hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled"; and
while He carries out this promise by means .of the Word, and the
minis~ry of that Word, He further raises up, from time to time,
witnesses to the truth, and scribes, saying to them, "Go your way,
eat the fat, and drink the sw~et, and send por~ions unto them for
whom nothing is prepared" (Neh. viii. 10). And in keeping with this,
one of the things we deeply cherish, and which humbles us before the
Lord, is the knowledge that where neIghbourhoods are destitute of
places of truth our Magazine is made the medium, under God, of
feeding the hungry, and giving" portions to those for whom nothing is
prepared." And here I do not feel that I can do otherwise than refer to
our well-known Way8ide Notes, The firs~ was written in the year
1850, and now for forty-three years the Lord has enabled me to
carry them on. Plainly it has been His work and not ours, and He
has put a special blessing upon them, so that the little germ has grown,
and grown, to an impor~ant work. Multiplied testimonies prove this,
while little groups of hungry souls, out of the reach of a Gospel
ministry, have used them to their gain, and the glory of their'Redeemer.
I am sure, dear reader, you will join me in the humble hope that our
covenant God in Zion will spare us a little longer to draw from the
stores of covenant love, that famished souls may receive the wheat of
the Gospel from our spiritual J oseph's divine store.house.
But while speaking of the mission of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we mus~
turn to another aspect of its work, namely, to spread the tmth, in
m'dm' to ne7ttmlize the abounding error of the dcty. With the literary trash
that is seen heaped up at our railway stations we have nothing to do.
To devour such is as· bad as opium· eating; but we must have, in
Ct
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measure, to do with the religious literature of the religious world, for
its sophistry would, if possible, deceive the very elect.
While controversy is not our work, it is ours, under God, to spread
His truth, looking to the Holy Spirit to cause it to neutralize error.
While the enemy sows tares, let us sow the wheat. New ideas, new
forces, new eviis, and new errors are opening around us; truth is
assailed on all sides, nevertheless our consolation is, that the issue cannot
be doubtful. Happy they who are kept in the good old paths of Gospel
verities, making Christ their All and in all. Tossed they may be, but
lost they cannot be.
But now another feature of the GOSPEL MAGAZINEIT IS A PROTESTANT MAGAZINE.
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The marked progress of Popery and Ritualism in our highly-favoured
land, while deeply depressing, should at all events stir us up to spread
the Word of God, and the pure truth of God, more and more. It is
with the sword of the Spi1'it we shall have to fight the battle of the
Reformation over again. And then, further, our MAGAZINE

,....
Is.

A FAMILY

MAGAZINE.

This, to my mind, is a very blessed feature of it. It not only
.fills a niche in the Church, but it has been the means of binding
together in spirit "the household of faith," scattered far and
wide on this earth, in a way not effected, I believe, by any other
periodical of the day. It is a passport into the circle of Christian
families;
I have gone into houses not even knowing that a child of God was
an inmate, but I have seen on the table the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and
it has been the means of an introduction at once, which has brought
about a lasting fellowship in the Lord. And what a blessed reality is
this family, "the family of God." Those who are of the same household, even the "household of faith," who recognize a divine Headship,
who claim the Lord Jesus Christ as the supreme object of their love,
and who are all taught of the same Spirit,-they crave family blessings,
and share in the family bounty, and they are knit together in a
spiritual bond which nothing can break, because they are not merely
linked for time, but linked for eternity. And the members of this one
family are very particular about their food; they feed by faith upon a
precious Christ, and the Lord makes some brethren and sisters almoners,
to distribute portions to the weary and needy. And, beloved, such is
our work, and we glory in it.
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But, we canno,t lay down the pen and finish our Preface wit,hout
referring to the break in the editorship which has occurred during this
fast-closing year. In the month of April, the revered Editor, of fiftythree years' standing, of this Magazine was called to enter his eternal
home. His mantle fell upon the unworthy writer. I have called it a
break, but in one sense it was hardly so, for having been associated
with and assisting the dear Doctor for so many years, it seemed but
a sliding into the work, and a taking up the threads that had dropped
from his hands.
'
To those of my friends who have thought that the work might prove '
too much for me, I would mention that the burden is considerably
lightened by the loving help of my daughter RUTH; nor would I for a
moment omit to acknowledge the valuable service of the Rev. D. A.
DOUDNEY, Vicar of Ore, who, besides writing "Pastoral and Monthly
Notes," chiefly undertakes the onerous work of "Reviews, and Notices
of Books."
And now a few words to our correspondents. We cannot tell you,
dear friends, how we value and treasure your communications, fraught
as they are with heart breathi~gs, soul exercises, and words of comfort;
and, in connection with their daily reception, we were much struck
with how completely our position is now what the dear Doctor's was,
as ably described by his esteemed daughter, Mrs. ADAMS. She writes,
speaking of her loved father:Our dear father took such an interest in the post! His first inquiry
in the morning was, "Have the letters come P" Breakfast and everything
was put on one side, whilst he took his spectacles and with grave, earnest
look, gave all his attention to his letters.
And what varieties he had: correspondents in all parts of the globemany old and valued friends-articles for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE and OLD
JONATHAN. Many wrote to him for advice, others seeking appointments
01' wanting help; others, again, would claim his sympathy. Who was more
ready to enter into the joys and sorrows of others than he was? How
often he would turn to us: "Listen to this, my dears," and he would read
some touching letter from one of God's children, after passing thJ:ough
some fi'lry trial.
One large, distinct writing we were familiar with from childhood. Nearly
every day there was a communication of some kind from his dear friend
Mr. W. H. COLLINGRIDGE. He has told us since father's death that" he
always kept an envelope ready directed by him, into which he slipped
some extract or cutting that would interest his old friend." With dear
father's increasing deafness, this became a source of great comfort to him,
keeping him in touch with the outer world.
Who was more alive to passing events than your late Editor P Qh, that
there were more like him, who not only watched but ]yl'ayed for his country
and its rulers.
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