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PREPACE.

THE sacredness of the duty which faUs to the lot of the EDITOR
of the GOSl'EL MAGAZINE, of penning a Preface for the expiring
year's Volume,. may well create in his mind feelings of deep
solemnity. Called upon unexpectedly to assume the hallowed pen
laid aside for ever by those beloved servants of CHRIST-the Rev·
Dr. DOUDNEY, and Mr. GEOIWE COwELl,-and conscious of his
personal unworthiness to undertake the important work carried
on so devotedly by his now glorified predecessors, the EDITOR
during the past ten months has proved in a very large measure
that our Covenant GOD "giveth more grace." During the brief
term of his conduct of dear TOPLADY'S serial, the EDITOR has been
Divinely favoured, and repeatedly, to know that his humble
labours in the LORD have not been in vain. Many loving and
cheering testimonies have reached him from his readers, at home
and abroad, for which he blesses Him who "giveth the increase."
The GOSJ>E!. M..\GAZINE, so long as its management continues in
the present EmToR's hands, will, he need scarcely remark, maintain, prayerfully and uncompromisingly, those distinctive Evangelical truths which have characterized it during its honourable
Histence as the oldest religious periodical published in England.
Although, in the course of nature, changes have taken place, from
time to time, in the continuity of the Editorship, the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE itself has held fast to its "first love." To this fact is,
no doubt, due the steadfast sympathy and support accorded to
the publication by those of GOD'S people-of all denominationswhose souls delight to realize the experimental fulfilment of
J EHOVAH'S promise to His elect flock: "I will feed them in a
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good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their
fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture
shall they feed upon the mountains of Israel."
Many of our readers, we know, are denied the sweet privileges of public worship, and the stated preaching of the Gospel
of the grace of GOD. They are a people who "dwell alone."
Their tents are pitched in a dry and thirsty land. They can
hold no fellowship with the popular religion of these times.
"The religious world," so-called, is to them a world whose
" Gospel" is one of mere dry husks, which can ouly serve to
mock the cravings of the spiritual man. The aim of' our
Magazine is, therefore, to minister guidance and nourishment to
,( the flock of slaughter."
GOD has granted a spocial opening
for such a m~nistry, and has been pleased to appoint an instrument to supply it. We therefore seek to "occupy till He
come," when all such means of grace will be needed by the
redeemed ones no more.
The afflictions, temptations, conflicts, and cares of GOD'S beloved
people are varied and numerous. Sympathy-Ohristian sympathy
-is, consequently, valued by the saints as peculiarly acceptable.
Hence, our commission is to "speak comfortably to Jerusalem,"
and to seek to bind up the broken in heart, to pacify the sorrowing spirits of those that "mourn in Zion," to set before their
tearful eyes the all-attractiveness and suitability of the BROTHElt
"born for adversity," and to point them to the sure promises
of the everlasting Oovenant-of which JESUS Himself is the oathbound SURETY. Such is the delightful service to which the EDITOR
of these pages is called and pledged. In his pleasurable work he
has the valued help of many brethren and sisters in OI[RIST, who
kindly contribute precious offerings for insertion in the Magazine.
To every such fellow-labourer he here tenders his grateful acknowledgments, while relying with confidence on their continued
generous assistance. It would be invidious to particularize the
writers of certain expository and other instructive articles which
have appeared during the past year in our pages. We cordially
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thank all our beloved co-workers for their hearty and efficient
services, and can assure them that our readera have often spoken
of spiritual benefit" received from al perusal of their literary
contributions.
A few alterations will be noticed in the disposal of the contents of our Family Magazine during the forthooming year, all
of which will aim at securing the increased usefulness of our
pages in these times of general defeotion from the purlil truth
of the Gospel of CHRIST, and from the simplicity of the worship
of the TRIUNE JEHOVAH.
The EDITOR takes this favourable opportunity to express an
earnest hope that all lovers of the "old paths" will ma.ke a
8pecial f;ffort to secure an enlarged number of slbbsc/'iber S fol' tlte
coming year. He sees no rea.son why the roll of subsoribers
should not be doubled. The distinctive truths, for the dissemina.tion and defenoe of which the venerated GOSPEL MAGAZINE ha.s
for one hundred and twenty-nine yea.rs existed, never needed to
be proclaimed-uncompromisingly, prayerfully, and lovinglymore than at the present time.
There is a wild cry just now in Christendom for 1'e-union.
Now, surely, it is the happy privilege of GOD'S accepted people
to let it be known, in reply, that the only true union-that
which, in the power of the HOLY GHOST, subsists between OHRIST
and His Body, the Church-is already a Divinely constituted
fact. It is the distinct mission of the undivided Church ot GOD
to reiterate the ancient verities of His Word, and to show that
"more excellent way" whioh discriminates between" the Churoh
of the Firstborn" and a visible Christendom, between" the whole
family in heaven and earth" and the vast, divided, contending
ecclesiastical bodies, which bear the common name of " Christian,"
while CHRIST, "the Truth," is re-cruoified among them. The
days forbode evil. The spiritual love of "the many" is waxing
cold. The Truth is evil spoken of-is called narrow, uncharitable
intolerable. Those who contend for it make themselves a prey.
Surely, these, with others of a similar oharaoter, are reasons why
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all who know their election and oalling should" strive together
for the Faith of the Gospel," and, with boldness, fidolity, and
holy zeal, display the banner of GOD'S imperishable 'fruth before
both the world and the Churches.
In concluding our observations, we lovingly solicit t.he sympathy,
forbearance, and assistance of our esteemed readers jll tile work
to which the LORD has deigned to call us. This request will
not be denied. A place in their daily prayers is a,]80 asked,
that the SPIRIT of wisdom, understanding, love, and boldness may
guide us in the conduct of the coming Volume, and that whether
it be granted us to Bee its completion, or not, we may be kept
faithful to our adorable LOIw ~and MASTER till-like the now
glorified DA YiD ALFltEU DOUDNJ,Y and GEORGl; COWELJ,-WO
exchange the pen for the palm, and the cross for the crown.
BI;J.OVED READIUlS, may all grace abound toward you.
'f~JE

Clifton, December 1st, 1895.
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