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PREFACE.

~

"THIS monthly publication is designed to promote religion,
devotion, and true piety; for we intend to confine ourselves to
religious subjects, and to endeavour to instruct and improve our
readers in the knowledge of the great truths of the Gospel, and of
those things that relate to their eternal salvation: w~ therefore
purpose, by Divine assistance, to make the Holy Scriptures the
standard of our Divinity, and to publish the truths of the Gospel in
an Evangelical and practical way." So ran the opening sentences
of the Preface to the first volume of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, in the
far-oft' year 1766.
One hundred and thirty-one years later, the acting EDITOR is
allowed, through the favour of GOD, to pen a few prefa~ory words
for another completed volume. During the vast interval lying
between those two points of time, thousands of members of the
redeemed flock of Christ, now in glory, fed on the Covenant
realities upheld in these pages, and proved alike their sweetness
and their power. Doctrinally, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is to-day
occupying the position which it was providentially led to take
up early in the second half of the past century. The truth of GOD
knows no change; He Himself is immutable, and He certainly
has marvellously preserved -this venerable publication from the
Influence of the pernicious theological movements to which the now
expiring nineteenth century has given birth in England.
Were the direct question put by an inquirer, "What is the
specific aim of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and can any doctrinal and
~xperimental exp;ession of that aim be furnished by its Promoters?"
the best reply' would probably be forthcoming in the immortal
lines, 'l£hich first appeared in the GOSPEL MAGAZINE itself (in the
number for April, 1776), bearing the initials of one of the .earliest
{)f its Editors, the Rev. AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, a facsimile of which,
here appended, may well interest the reader.
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E'ACSIMILE OF THE ORIGINAL PUBLICATION OF THE HYMN:

"ROOK OF AGES."
A living and dying PRAYER fir the
in the World.

HO~IEST

BELIEVER

I.

ROCK of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myfelf in Thee!
Let the Water and the Blnod,
From thy riven Side which Row'd,
Be of Sin the double Cure)
Cleanfe me from it's Guilt and Pow'r.
2.

N at the labors of my hands
Can fulfil! thy, Law's demands:
Could my zeal no refpite know,
Could my tears forever /low,
All for Sin could not atone:
Thou muft fave, and Thou alone!

3·
Nothing in my hand I bring;
Simply tQ thy Crofs I cling;
Naked. come to Thee for Drefs;
HeJplefs, JOJk to Thee for grace
Foul, I to the fountain fly :
Wafh me, SAVIOR, or I die!

4·
Whilft I draw this fleeting breathWhen my eye-ftring,s break in deathWhen' I foar through tracts unknownSee Thee on thy Judgment-ThroneROCK of ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myfelf in THEE!
A. T.

That precious hymn, which, by reason of its fidelity to the
Scriptures of truth, and its classical merit, has been translated into
various languages-both living and dead-strikes the heaveninspired mission-note of our monthly periodical.
, The time-soiled volume for 1776, containing TOPLADY'S hymn,
lies under the eye of the writer while he pens these linbs for the
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present volume of our "Family Magazine," and he feels constrained
to quote in full a paragraph which appears in its ,editorial Preface,
for it eloquently expresses some of his own feelings, aims, and
convictions in presence of the responsible position to which the
"SHEPHERD and BISHOP of souls" has deigned to call him.
The erstwhile EDITOR'S remarks are these :"Through the good hand of GOD upon us, another year dawns on
tho present generation. Time is now 5779 years old ; and hastens
to that grand period, when, like a drop that has been severed from
the ocean, it shall again be absorbed in that eternity out of which
it was taken. Amidst the omnium rerttm 'vicissitudines, or the
incessant changes, incident to men' and things, previous to the
final death of time, we rejoice that the Saviour of siqners, and the
blessings of His cross, continue imm~tta~ly the same, yesterday, to-day,
and for ever. Not less than 800 years before His incarnation,He
thus addressed His believing people, by the mouth of His sublimest.
Prophet: ~ Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the
earth beneath. For th~ heavens shall vanish away, like smoke;
and the earth shall wax old, like a garment; .and they that dwell
therein shall die in like manner. But My' salvation shall be for
ever, and My righteousness shall not be abolished' (Isaiah li. 6). A
sheet-anchor in every possible storm! What numbers' were
Ltr~nsmitted to their eternal homes in the course of the year now
closed !" 'How many sleep, who kept the world awake
With lustre and with noise l Has death proclaimed
A truce, and hung his sated lance on high?
'Tis brandished still. Nor shall the present year
Be more tenacious of her human leaves,
Or spread of feeble life a thinner falL'

" Many a lofty head will be laid low before the expiration of 1776.
The sad ravages of Oivil War will, too probably, people the regions
of the grave with additional thousands, over and above the
myriads who never fail to swell the ordinary bills of mortality.
But Providence, unerring Providence, governs all events (Daniel iv•
.35); and Grace, unchangeable Grace, is faithful to its purpose
(Romans viii. 28). May we live by faith on both! "
The concluding prayer of that old preface we cordially adopt for
ourselves, since it is under a similar sense of grave responsibility'tha,t
,we put the finishing touches on the records of another year-the
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third of our Editorship. Conscious of numerous failures and of an
imperfect service, we can but humbly cast ourselves on the loving forbearance of our adorable LORD and MASTER, and beg the Christian
indulgence' of our readers and friends. It is often a source of
wonder to us that the GOD of all grace should deign to employ,
as He does, so unworthy an instrument in so momentous a calling
as that of feeding with spiritual pasture the beloved Flock "which
He hath purchased with His own blood! " Were it not for His
tender compassion and abiding faithfulness, our pen would be laid
aside, and the weighty responsibilities of Editorship be resigned
into the hands of another. The much appreciated sympathy and
valued' assistance of Christian friends also go far to reassure and
encourage us. The example, too, of the unwavering perseverance
<>f the late dearly loved Editors-Dr. DOUDNEyand Mr. GEORGE
CowELL-forbids our slackening the hand, or dwelling morbidly
on creature insufficiency. The consciousness that ,. effectual fervent
prayer" is made daily unto GOD by the scattered readers of th9
MAGAZINE, for the work of our hands, inspires. strength and
purpose within' us. Added to all this, the repeated testimony
borne to the spiritual usefulness of the MAGAZINE is as the broad
fleal of the KING 'set upon our sheets by way of royal approval.
To obtain popularity is not, and never was, the policy of this
periodical. The old-fashioned truths of the Bible-the sure mercies
of the everlasting Covenant-can be appreciated alone by the
Household of Faith, and then' only when the SPIRIT of GRACE
makes them sweet to the soul. The fleshly religion of the professing multitude to-day is characterized by nothing in common
with the Truth for which the Word of GOD bids us contend
earnestly. The views of sin and of grace, maintained from year
to year in these pages, are those which the pride and ignorance of
the natural man reject with disdain. Those Scriptural views,
however, commend themselves to sinners who have seen an end
of' all perfection in the flesh, and whom the SPIRIT has made
willing to become eternal debtors to free and sovereign grace.
True, such characters comprise but a scattered "little flock," and
are contemned by the world as narrow, strict, and out of date.
Their path is, therefore, for the most part, a solitary and separated
<>ne. Hence, they stand in need of strong consolation and heavenly
counsel. To minister these helps is the mission of the GOSPEL
.'MAGAZINE, as the text which appears on our wrappers has for
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many years borne witness :-" Comfort ye,comfol"t ye My people,
saith your GOD."
: Precious indeed have been the various .instances of blessing
attending our service during the past year. But, brethren beloved,
we -long for increased measures of such favour from on high.
There are thousands of the LORD'S scattered, lonely ones, whom
'We desire to reach. They are largely deprived of the public means
of grace. Hireling shepherds and blind guides. they, of course,
cannot follow. Will not our beloved readers, then, unite with us
in an effort to reach such spiritually necessitous cases? The
opening of a NEw YEAR affords a favourable opportunity to
extend the usefulness of our FAMILY MAGAZINE by enlarging its
sphere of circulation. Old subscribers frequently pass away.
Many attached and long-standing friends of our, Evangelical and
Protestant pages entered into rest during the year 1897, and we
are practically poorer for, their departure. New friendships in the
LORD must, therefore, be sought, -and an unbroken band of
faithful witnesses we must endeavour to maintain.
It will continue to be the EDITOR'S prayerful aim to herald
and uphold the precious truths of the Word of' GOD, which have
earned for the GOSPEL MAGAZINE the foremost place among the
oldest established of our religious monthlies. In a spirit of love
'and tenderness, the distinctive doctrines of GOD'S grace, will be
boldly asserted, and defended; while the experience of their power
in the souls of the elect objects of J EHOVAH'S eternal love will be
traced and unfolded, in the light of the written Word. The false
teaching of those who deal deceitfully with the truth, and substitute for it the doctrines and commandments of men-PelagianB,
Arminians, Rationalists, Romanists, and Anglican Romanizerswill, as heretofore, be subjected to the infallible test of Holy
Scripture, so that unwary and unstable souls may be warned, andGOD willing-such as have fallen away from the pure faith of
the Gospel be recovered. In a word, we shall, by Divine grace,
keep ever before us the original intention of the 'founders of this
Magazine. It will be ours diligently to fulfil the responsible
Editorial duties by firmly adhering to the lines tersely summarised
in an Editorial Preface which appeared in the volume for 17E2;"This work was first set on foot," says the Editor, "with the
desirable end of promoting Vital Ohristianity, unveiling the
mysteries of the Gospel, detecting and exposing errors respecting
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,the pure faith of GOD'S elect; and also with a view to encouragethe doubting believer, comfort the mourner, and establish the more
advanced Ohristian on the eternal Rock of Ages, the LORD JESUS.
.OHRIST, who is the only secure foundation, whereon to build the
sinner's hope of pardon, righteousness, and salvation. . . . • .As
we have been hitherto enabled, so it is our earnest wish and intention to combat, in the future,' that formidable hydra POPERY, and,
-by every;effort in our power, to stem its contagious influence; to·
which we are. at this juncture more immediately. urged, as the
encouragement that species of. Antichristianism has lately received,.
and continues to enj.oy" forebodes an alarming spread of it among
the ignorant and incautious, a~d even menaces the subversion
of our civil and religious liberties."
In conclusion, we .cordially thank the many kind friends who by
'prayer and by pen, as well as in other ways, have lovingly and
efficiently furthered the work of our hands. Without such generous·
co-operation, it would be impossible to carry on such a publication
as the GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
Heartily' do we wish our .dear fellow-labourers and numerous.
readers":"-at home and abroad-" Grace, mercy, and peace," togethel"
'with every Oovenant blessin~ according to individual need.
"Brethren, pray for us ! "
THE EDITOR.

