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PREFACE.
GRATITUDE to our Covenant-keeping God and to our
reconciled Father fills our hearts as we pen the preface
to the one hundred and seventieth volume of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE.
We praise God for His mercy in continuing the
existence of this Magazine for so long a period. Considering that it stands for those great doctrines of
grace commonly called " Calvanistic," it is wonderful
that it still survives at a time when these doctrines
are for the most part rejected, yet we regard these
doctrines as those taught in the Bible, enshrined in
the Westminster Confession of Faith, and in the
Thirty-nine Articles, and in other Reformed Confessions of faith. The Reformers, the Puritans, and the
majority of the leaders in the great Evangelical
Revival all valued these doctrines. May we never be
ashamed of any truth which God has revealed in His
Word. Yet may we take care to declare all the
counsel of God lovingly, graciously, and humbly,
remembering that it is by the grace of God that we
are what we are, both in respect of our experience of
the salvation of God, and in respect of our grasp
of the great truths in relation to it.
We thank God for His enabling grace granted to
our kind fellow-helpers in the work of the Magazine,
and for His enabling grace to ourselves. In so far
as our united testimony is Scriptural and really
helpful, to Him must be the glory.
The Trustees of the Magazine are also gratefulvery grateful to all our readers who kindly aid us by
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their regular financial help to carry on this work.
If the truths for which the Magazine stands were
really popular such help would not be necessary. As
things are, however, we feel it necessary to pray
regularly that the Lord would continue to supply the
financial needs of this work.
It is a great joy to us from time to time, when
speaking or preaching in fresh places, to meet with
warm and appreciative readers of the Magazine, and
our hearts are often encouraged by the written tes imonies we receive to the comfort and help which the
Lord brings to many of His tried and lonely people
by means of the pages of the Magazine. From time
to time we are impressed with the thought that a
large number of the Lord's scattered people are
continually in need of tender Christian sympathy, and
we are cheered by the knowledge that he Lord
Himself comforts them through the Magazine.
The In Memoriam Notices which we are called upon
to print indicate the removal from our midst of man
who valued the Magazine. Our warm sympath
goes out to the hearts thus made sorrowful. The e
Home-calls remind us, too, of the need of fresh subscribers, and we hope ~ll our readers will pray for an
increased circulation.
We have reason to believe that some who value
the truths for which the Magazine stands are in
ignorance of its existence. One kind corresponden
wrote to say that he had only recently discovered the
Magazine, and having read it with much appreciation,
he intended to become a regular subscriber.
At the moment of writing, war has broken out
between Italy and Abyssinia, and the statesmen of
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Europe seem to be at their wits' end to know how to
bring about permanent peace and prosperity.
It is an immense comfort amid all the disturbances
and perplexities of the world to fall back on the truth
of God's sovereignty. He is on the throne, and He
worketh all things after the counsel of His own will,
for the fulfilment of His own purposes, and for the
present and \eternal good of His redeemed people. In
Him then let us trust, and under the shadow of His
wings let us make our refuge.

The condition of the professing Church saddens the
hearts, we feel sure, of all our readers. We cannot
but deplore the increasing apostasy from Bible truth
and the increasing worldliness amongst professing
Christians, together with the growing desecration of
the Lord's day.
In this connection we feel constrained to say how
thankful we have been recently to notice the firm
stand against promiscuous dancing which has been
taken by our brethren in the Free Presbyterian Church.
The evils of the times should send us to our knees.
May we increasingly give ourselves to prayer.
In conclusion, in the na!lle of our Trustees, we send
warm Christian greetings to all our readers at home
and abroad.
THE EDITOR

(Thomas Houghton).
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