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PREFACE
ESTABLISHED in the year 1766, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
in this volume completes the one hundred and seventythird year of its existence. The Gospel of God's grace
for which the Magazine stands is eternal, but full
loyalty to its truths is by no means continuous and
abiding. The great doctrines of grace set forth in the
Bible, taught by the Reformers and Puritan Divines,
and set forth in the teaching of the old Evangelicals,
are far from popular to-day in the professing Church.
It has been said that there is a revival of what is
called Calvinism on the Continent. We wonder if it
is really so. At any rate, we see no signs of such a
revival in the British Isles. The whole tendency in
the various denominations, with small exception,
seems to be in the direction of Arminianism, Sacerdotalism, Modernism, sensuous worship, and worldliness. Even in professed Evangelical circles any
reference to God's electing purposes is avoided or
explained away. The late Professor Machin says in
reference to the word " Predestination," " As I utter
that word, some of my hearers may experience a
shiver." Yet he says of that doctrine, "The Bible
puts it right at the heart of all its teaching."
It follows that the GOSPEL MAGAZINE is not popular.
Thank God, however, it still holds on its way, and we
praise Him for all His past mercies in reference to it.
In particular we thank Him for the mercies of the
year now closing.

The Trustees are very grateful to our many readers

iv

PRE~'ACE

who regularly subscribe to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund. It is a cause of gratitude that special or
increased contributions have been sent in because of
a deficiency in the accounts of last year.
The outstanding fact of the year 1938 was the
marvellous deliverance from a terrible world war
which came so suddenly and unexpectedly on Sept.
28th. God's people cried unto Him in their trouble,
and He mercifully and wonderfully delivered them.
Four hundred years ago the Bible was set up in the
Churches of our land. Many have sincerely thanked
God for the 'open Bible and for all the blessings of the
Reformation. On the other hand, it would seem that
the majority of the leaders in the professing Church
have no love for the great truths in the defence of
which our martyred forefathers laid down their lives.
There is need for repentance for national, ecclesiastical,
and personal sins, but despite the threatened judgment
of another world war, there is no sign of real national
humiliation before God.
May we who humbly value the old truths seek more
and more to walk humbly before God, seeking to
walk constantly in holy separation from all error and
sin. Without being discourteous, we need to be firm
and uncompromising in our stand against evil fellowships, evil teachings, evil customs, and worldly services
in our places of worship.
Our warm thanks and the thanks of the Trustees
are given to our kind helpers in the work of the
Magazine.
We are constantly cheered by warm letters of
appreciation from a large number of our readers.
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To keep us humble we very occasionally receive letters
of criticism, and we desire to profit by them.
Some of our regular readers have been called Home
during the year. Naturally we miss them, but what
a mercy that they are at Home with the Lord.
We are thankful to hear of new subscribers, but we
long for a much larger increase. In many cases the
Magazine is valued by readers to whom it is lent.
Where possible, however, we hope such readers will
see their way to become subscribers themselves. Six
shillings sent to our publisher will bring the Magazine
post free. Mr. B. S. Taylor, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Office, 23, Bedford Street, Strand, London, W.C.2,
will gladly respond to new subscribers. All such are
"fellowhelpers to the truth."
In conclusion, we would say to all our readers,
"Brethren, pray for us who write for the Magazine.
Pray for the Trustees. Pray for an increased circulation. Pray for the power of the Holy Ghost to
accompany each month's issue. Pray for the full
supply of the financial needs of the Magazine. Pray
for all the readers."
In the name of the Trustees we send warm Christian
greetings to all our readers in distant lands as well
as those in the homeland.
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