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PREFACE
THE preface to this volume of the Magazine, which
completes the one hundred and seventy-third year of
its existence, is being written at a time when another
terrible war is being waged between England and
France on the one side, and Germany on the other.
How long it will last, and whether other countries
may be drawn into it, God only knows.
All our readers must feel that it is a very solemn
time. However blameless we as a nation may be
in regard to the cause of this war, we know that God
is judging us. Despite all our spiritual and temporal
privileges we are a God-forgetting nation. Error
and worldliness abound in the Churches, Established
or Free, the Lord's day is very widely desecrated,
gambling and immorality show themselves everywhere,
and the cinemas, whist drives, and dances demonstrate
that a very large number of the people are" lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God." Sad to say
that though we are in the midst of this terrible war,
there is no indication of national repentance. Of
the greater number it must be said, "There is no
fear of God before their eyes."
We may remember, however, for our comfort that
the Lord's eyes are upon the godly in the land, and
His ears are open unto their prayers. For their
sakes, as well as for His Own glory, we trust He will
again deliver us from the hands of our national
enemies.
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Every reflective mind must realize that we are
face to face with developments of evil and anti-christianism which did not characterize the nations
of Europe half a century ago. Differences of opinion
may exist among good men as to the ultimate issue
of the wickedness, the cruelties, the deceit and lying
and untrustworthiness of dictators, but however we
interpret the prophetic Scriptures we must surely
admit that a great apostasy from the faith will characterize the last days.
The call, therefore, comes to all who love the Lord
and who love His Word to stand fast with greater
tenacity in all the precious truths of God's Word,
and to seek by His almighty grace to walk continually
in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Ghost. Vain is it to have a mere head knowledge
of the doctrines of grace, if our lives do not correspond thereto. If we follow the example of Ezra
and Daniel we shall realize that, being ourselves part
of the nation, we need to humble ourselves before
God both for the sins of the nation, and for our own
personal sins. The desire of our hearts should be
that we should abound in the fruit of the Spirit. That
fruit is "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." If such fruit
abounds in our lives we shall abstain from harsh and
unkind language and we shall remember the apostolic
words, "Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also
to love one another" (I John iv. 11).
The trustees of this Magazine continue to stand
firmly, by Divine grace, for the great doctrines of
the Father's eternal love for the people of His choice,
the Son's redemption from the curse of 'the law of all
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whom the Father chose in Him before the foundation
of the world, and the Spirit's quickening and regenerating power which issues in the effectual call, the
complete justification, and the eternal glorification of
all the elect people of God.
It is our aim to set forth in the pages of this Magazine
these and all other kindred truths in a loving and
gracious way. We bespeak the prayers of all our
readers that the testimony of the Magazine may ever
be in harmony with the inspired Word of God, and
that His abundant grace may be given to the Editor
and those who kindly aid him in this work.

In the name of the Trustees we warmly thank
our co-workers for their continued help, and we also
warmly thank the many who have continued their
contributions to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE Fund. Let
us all pray that God may continue to supply the
financial needs of the Magazine and grant increasing
blessing on its testimony.
To all our readers at home and abroad we send
warm Christian greetings. As members of the one
redeemed family let us regularly pray one for another
in these dark· and evil days, looking at the same
time for that blessed hope and the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Saviour.

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn.
November 8th, 1939.

THE EDITOR
(Thomas Houghton).
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