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PREFACE.
THE close of the year 1940 still finds the whole world
affected by what may be regarded as the most terrible
war in history. Beginning in September, 1939, it has
been characterized by most unexpected happenings.
Holland, Denmark, and Norway, all neutral powers,
were ruthlessly invaded and conquered by the German
dictator. Belgium and France, to the surprise of all,
capitulated to the enemy, and England was left alone
to champion the cause of liberty and justice against
a powerful foe. Later on Italy (in league with
Germany) has attacked Greece, another neutral
country, and Rumania has submitted herself to the
dominance of Germany. The surprising events which
have taken place make it· impossible for the most
far-seeing amongst us to forecast what may yet happen.
We who stand for the great truths connected with
the sovereignty of God are, however, fully assured
that our God is doing according to His will in the
armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the
earth, and that in spite of all the sorrow and trial in
this dark hour in the world's history, all things are
working together for the present and eternal good of
God's elect people, and for the glory of His own name.
By His grace therefore we will say, " Behold, God is
my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid."
War does not prevent God's people from experiencing His mercy. That mercy is "from everlasting to
everlasting" to His people. Many personal mercies
have still been experienced by our readers. Some
have been greatly startled by bombs falling near
them, but they have been preserved by Divine power.
Our publishing office had to be removed in consequence
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of a bomb, but the printing works is still preserved,
and so far the Magazine has been published regularly.
The volume for 1940 completes the one hundred and
seventy-fourth year of its existence.
Toplady, who edited the GOSPEL MAGAZINE from
December, 1775, till June, 1776, was born on Nov. 4th,
1740. The bicentenary of his birth was recalled in the
November issue of this year (1940).
This year also has seen the completion of sixty years'
regular testimony in the Magazine by our highlyesteemed contributor of "Wellsprings," Miss Ruth
Cowell. This no doubt is a very rare occurrence in
any writer's history. Our warmest thanks are
rendered to our friend, and to other dear friends who
continue regularly to contribute much appreciated
articles to the Magazine.
Encouragements in the work still abound. To cheer
the hearts of the readers generally, we print monthly
on the cover of the Magazine encouraging extracts
from letters received from our readers. It is customary for Missionary Magazines to record encouragements
which God in mercy and grace gives to His servants
who labour amongst the heathen. In like manner
may we not humbly tell what the Lord is graciously
doing to readers of the Magazine at home and abroad ?
The Trustees of the Magazine are also cheered and
encouraged by the many gifts to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
Fund which flow in regularly from large numbers of
our readers. Even old-age pensioners are found
amongst the cheerful givers. These things encourage
both Trustees and Editor and the other writers to
persevere in this work. We are living in days when
the number of those who believe the old doctrines of
grace are getting fewer. Though these doctrines are
enshrined in such Reformation Confessions of Faith as
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the Thirty-Nine Articles and the Westminster Confession, yet a large number of those who subscribe to
these Confessions are Arminian in their teaching.
We who adhere to this teaching necessarily walk in a
lonely path. But the Lord never leaves His lonely
people, and He often cheers their hearts by the encouragements of which He is the Author.
Our In M emoriam List this year seems to be unusually long. In many cases the Magazine continues
in the same family, even when some of its beloved
readers have been called Home. This, however, is
not always the case. We therefore exhort our readers
to pray for an increase in the number of our subscribers,
and to use their influence to secure fresh subscribers.
The Lord seems to be speaking to all the nations
and to His own people in particular by the solemn
events that are taking place, and we all need to stand
in awe of Him, and to walk humbly before Him. The
increasing moral darkness should stimulate us to walk
more fully in the light as He is in the light. Let us
also pray regularly for all the readers of the Magazine.
Many are aged and lonely, and they need special
comfort and strength in these dark times.
To all our readers at home and abroad we send in
the name of our Trustees our warm Christian greetings
and good wishes. Beyond all the present sorrows let
us seek for grace to "rejoice in hope of the glory
of God."
THE EDITOR

Whitington Vicarage,
Stoke Ferry, King's Lynn,
England.
Nov. 11th, 1940.
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