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- ACKNOWLEDGMENTS tp our Correfpondents.

Oun Duncan.—L. J. A.—=Pni1ro, &c. are received 3
and, after due infpection, will be inferted as foon as

‘pofiible. :

We mufl repeat our requefts to our obliging Corref-
pondents, that they will favour us with their communi-
'cations as early in the morith as they conveniently can,
‘in order for their examination, as alfo the admiffion of as
“many of them in the enfuing number as our prefgnt lis
“gmits will contain. ,

P& The remainder of our beautiful edition of the Hory -
‘WaRr, with Notes, will.be given in our next, viz. The
TirLe-Pace, Mr. Bunyan’s Advertifement, and poeti«
cal Preface addrefled to the Readers, with Illuftrations,
together with a New Preface by the author of the Notes,
Alfo two elegant Copper- plates, being No. x11r and x1v,
‘which, with thofe already given in this Magazine, will
make the whele fet complete,
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,M’-EMOIR’S of the L1£ 8 and Dg A%s.of Mz
FULCRAND REL

['faicen from the French, by M. Durray. ]

A2 BHE  Proteftatits of France enjove&
é%"ﬁ"@**% their liberty-and the free exercife of

§8 X8 their religion, for 2 confiderable
T §:§ time, by the favourable edi& of
g%wf Nantz. This edi& being revoked
%%’)@* in O&ober 1685, by Louis XIV; the
Proteftants {uffered great perfecutionS
for the fake of the pure gofpel of Jefus Chrift; and,
among many others that fuffered at that time for the caufe
of God and truth, was M. Fulcrand Rei, fludent of
theology of the city of Nifmes, whofe memory is worthy
to be remembered by all true followers of Chrift.
Dda2 It
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Itis faid of this gracious man, that whilft hismotherbore
him in her womb, fhe was informed by a drcam, that the
child fhe fhould bring forth fhould be 2 prcacher of the,
gofpel, and that he thould feal it with his blood. How+
vver, as foon as he was born, his parents defigned him
for the miniftry ; and he was no fooner grown up, but he
made a great progrefs in learning ; but as the Proteftants
could have no fynod in Low Languedoc fince the year
1681, he could not receive the charaéler of a minifter in
their ordinary way ; but God called him another way:
for when all exercife of their religion was prohibited,
and all the minifters of the gofpel were banifhed through-
out France, God called this young man, and gave him
to underftand that zeal for the glory of God, and for the
edification of his church, which he inwardly felt, wasa
fufficient call ; therefore he endeavoured, by the help of
God, to gather up the remainder of the wreck, and colleét
together again fome remains of fo many of the flock as
were unhappily difperied, and to diftribute among them
at leaft a few crums of that heavenly food which they
were deprived of with great inhumanity.

With this view he went to High Languedoc, to Guy-
enne at Montauban, and many other places; where he
found fuch a terror in the people, that-they did not dare
10 go and hear him ; yet he¢ made a few fmall congrega-
tions thereabouts by means of two gentlemen who were
fugitives in thofe parts, for not bowing the knee to idols.
Afterwards he went back towards Nifmes; and in the
adjacent parts of the town he gathered together many
people to hear the word of God. But the perfecuting
Papifts had intelligence of it, came and made fome of
them prifoners, and fent others to the gallics. M. Ful-
crand Rei was betrayed by a man of the city of Nifmes,
named Audoier, whom he looked upon as a friend, and
from thence was in danger of his life; but God delivered
him from their hands, and he fled from his perfecutors,

Soen
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"Soon after he made: another Journey to High Languea
dog, Caftres; and other places, where he went- throught
many. .dangers. ' At laft he was called into the Cevennes
where a great number of faithful people greatly defited to
hear the word of God. 'He obeyed the call with:joy; and
with entire: refignation to the:will-of God. No fooner

_was he arrived in the Cevennes; buthe gathered together

many people from various places, preached the gofpelof
Jefus Chrift with 4 zeal truly divine; and was a means of
comforting the faithful under their heavy afflitions. - He
exhorted backiliders-toreturn and to:walk:in the ways of
God; whatever trials or perfecutidns the profeffion of thc
gofpel of Chrift might expofe themto.

~Whilft he was thus:labouring to fet.up the kingdom of
Ch;:fl: among’ them, the devil did whatever he could to
bring this man of God to nought, and to deprive the
chluch of Chrift of the edification they received . by his
miniftry. This faithful paftor was at Andiefe, hid.ina
tanner's houfe, -in one.of the fuburbs of the cit)%‘f CAn
inhabitant of the city, named Almeras, who had accom=
panied our martyr in other places where he had préach~
ed, and knew where he lodged, went and difcovered his
retreat to the dragoons, who came immediately to the
houfe, and found M. Rei. They feized his perfon,
and dragged him to prifon with great violence. It is re-
ported, that whillt ene of thefe men dragged him by the
hair, the martyr turned towards him, and told him), that
God would foon punifh him; and it is faid, that, foon
after, this miferable man was killed by one of his com-
panions,

M. Rei was no fooner in prifon, but he was fettered
and alfo guarded in fight of the dragoons from the perfon
of Andiete: he was conduéted under a ftrong gyard to
to the prifon of Alez, from Alez to Nifmes, and from
thence to the prifono’ Beaucaire. - In ull thoie places he
was expofcd to the perfecutions of monks, and other cana

feflors,
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feflors, who left no means untried to feduce him; but Li¢
ftedfaitly refifted them, infomuch that they went away
intirely confuted. When he was examined before' the
magiftrates, he always anfwered, that he had often preachs«
ed, and in every place where he found people affembled)
willing to hear; but when' they would know what places
thefe were, and who were the people that hetrd him, hé
always kept a profound filence,

The magiftrates afked him, if -he knew not that the
king had prohibited preaching thus ? Yes, faid he, but
the King of kings has commanded me thus to doj; and
it is better to obey Geod thaniman. They alfo made him
fair promifes, if he would recant. There is time, fuid
they to him, to fave yourfelf, Yeas niy Jord, faid the
martyr, and the time which remains I will employ it to
my falvation. But, replied they, you muft change. So
I mufl, faid he, I muft change earth for heaven, where a
better life waits me: I am intirely detached from this
world 3+if I had feared death, 1 fhould not have been here.
God has given me grace and the knowledge of his word,
and .he will give me firength to continue in it even unto
death ; for all the treafures this world can afford, I would
not forfake thofe that God has prepared for me in his
paradife above. -

After he had been tried, he was condemned to be
hanged. . The commiffary, feeing him continue ftedfaft,
read the fentence of his condemnation ; to which he lif-
tened from one end to the other, without any dread ; fo
he fhewed great figns of joy, and heartily thanked God
that he had counted him worthy to fuffer for his name,
and for the fakc of his gofpel.

. The place chofen for his exccution was the city of
Beaucaire, which is but four leagues from Nifmes, a
place entirely given up to the fuperftition of the church
of Rome, without the lcaft light of the gofpel by the
Reformation, Afier he was condemned, the menks did
% . not
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pot fuffer him to reft @ moment; but he entirely cons
founded them by his anfwers, and amidft thofe diftracs
tions, he often lifted up his foul to God by prayer and 3
and meditation ; and fhewed fo much zeal and fervor in

devotion, that the haarts of all that heard him were afe

feéted, and even the monks (full of enmity as they wers -
againft him) did not go away without weeping, -

In the evening, as they were going to lead him to exe~
cution, two monks * prefented themfelves to him, and
told him, they eame to comfort him. I need you noty
replied our martyr; I have a comforter more faithful,
that is within me, and he comforteth me. One of the
monks faid, Will you not that we fhould keep you com=
pany ? No, faid he, I have the company of angels that
are round about me, and they will be with me till k
breathe out my laft, ) : .

The monks turncd not away, but walked one to his
right, and the other to his left, and were eye-witnefles
of his conftancy and fortitude; and, although he bhad
been tortured but a few hours before, his countenance
was exceeding joyful and ferene, and he gave alfo many
other teftimonics of his faith and hope, Amidft the
crowds, wherewith the flreets where he paffed were
lined, he faw feveral whom he knew, that had forfaken
the truth, through fear of perfecution. He faluted them;
and feeing the tears trickle down from their eyes, he
addrefled them thus: ¢ Weep not for me, but weep for
yourfelves ; 1 fhall foon be delivered from all the fuffer
ings of this world, but I leave you in the midft of them =
turn agzain to the ways of Godj; repent, and God will
have mercy upon you.” He was led without: the city by
the gate called Beaurcgard. It was from: this gate hg
faw the gibbet ere@led, which was to be ghgnnﬁrquqq
of his martyrdom. As foon as he perceived it, he cried
out with a holy tranfport, * Courage, courage! this is

* Some hiflorians fay they were two Jefuits.
the
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the place that I wifh for, and for which God has pre-
pared me. What an agreeable place! Behold I fee the
heavens open to receive me, and the holy angels are pre-
paring there to bid me welcome,  As he came nearer, his
zeal increafed more and more; and he began to fing 2
pfalm, but he was filenced.

Being arrived at the place of execution, he kneeled
down to pray, and prayed a long while aloud, and very
fervently, After prayer, he went up the ladder with
great alacrity and courage; and feeing one of the monks
coming up after him, he pufhed him gently with his
feet, faying, I have already told you, and tell you again,
that [ need none of your help. I receive help and ftrength
fufficient from God my Saviour, to take the laft flep of
my career,

He intended to fpeak from the top of the ladder, as
from a pulpit, to give evidence in public of his faith and
hope, and to make fhine that pure light of the gofpe} that
ke was going to feal with his blood, before fo many fpec-
tators that lived in the errors of Popifh darknefs; but
as foon as he began to fpeak, they commanded twenty or
thirty drums, that had been placed around the gibbet, to
beat all togciher, to hinder his voice from being heard
among the people.

Mr. Rei, not being able to give any more edification
to his people by his difcourfes, edified them again by the
marks of zeal and conflancy that were feen in his coun-
tenance, until the exccutioner threw him off the ladder,
infomuch that the peop'e around (idolatrous, and cne-
mies to his rel gion as they were) were greatly affe&ed 5
and ‘many boldly faid, that he died as a true martyr,
And thus did this man of God finifh his warfare here
below, in Junc 1680, being only twenty-four years of

age.
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RELIGIOUS LET FERS.

A true COPYof s originaAl LET TER to a Perfon

. that unjuftly defpifed a worthy Diflenting T\iiniﬁc;;
in the Country. Being a proper Caveat to all Dex
{pifers of Minifters in general,

My Friend,

BEG leave to addrefs thefe lines to you, on your
late -and prefent conduct towards Mr, Ammess,
your minifter. Doth.not the fcripture fay, © How lm'elf
is it to fee brethren:dwell together in unity,” and the
fear of God ? But I am afraid, if general report be true,
that this is not your happy cafe. Your conduét towards
Mr. A——s, your dear and worthy minifter, is not fuch,
or elfe why do you fo bafely flander him? Why do you
defpife his preaching? You fay, as 1 am informed, rhat
he does not preach enough upon doclrinal points; he don’t
preach particular eleflion enough. [ fuppofe h= dees not
confidently affure you that you are one of the ele&t; but
by the bye, he need not aflure you of that, for you fuy
publicly that you are one of the elect; and let your life
and converfation be what they will, you thall certainly
be faved, - Do you think your paft life and converfution
manifeft you to be one of God’s ele&t? Take a retrofpec~
tive view of your condu& to your fellow-creatures laft
fummer with regard to your dealings with them, fee whe-"
ther that correfponds with God’s ele&? No, I think it
does not.—St, Paul faid, fhall we continue in fin, that: &
grace may abound ? God forbid. No, I apprehend, if we
are effeually called, we are called out of darknels into
light, and are delivered from the power of tatan, and are
put under the proteétion of God.  We are called not only
to an holy talking Aot God, but to an holy walking
: Ee swith
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with him.  We are enabled to fquare our lives and cortd
verfations by the precepts of the gofpel. Do you do this ¥
I am afraid you have not, and do not. Now, my friend, to
tell you what the generality of your neighbours fay of
you, they fay you are a notorious Antinomian; you fanfy’
that faith afone will fave you, although you continue in
wilful fin.. O myfriend, you are in 2 dreadful delufion,
you deceive yourfelf. And if you: continue -to cherifh
this fatal deception, you will certainly ruin your own
foul. O how can yeu in confcience defpife this worthy
minifter, who may with propriety be called your fpirituafl
father ; who but a few months ago converted you, as you
faid, w 'hen he baptized you, and that he was inftrumental
in bringing you to a faving knowledge of Chrift ? Can
your paft and prefent conduét be confiftent with that of
a Chriftian? Ithink it cannot. « It is faid by many fober
indifferent perfons, that you want to fupplant him, and
that you want to mount the pulpit, in order to augment
your prefent income, which T fuppofe is not too large 3
but if this is your motive for being a minifter, T think ¥
may venture to fay, that it is a.very bad and bafe one.
.1 am afraid syou will offer firange fire, Remember the
fons of Eli, how God fhewed his difpleafure upon them.
Compare yourfelf with them; for, I think, you will find
a great fimilitude between them and you,

But,- to be plain with you, all this rafh judging will
certainly fall upon your own head, for the word of truth
hath faid, that *¢ he that judgeth another, condemneth
himfelf ; and again, * Judge not, left you be con-
demned ;”” and you know our blefled Saviour cautions us
\_rcry much againft rafly judging, and therefore I would
have )rou take care that you do not {plit upon this rock,
I can’t think but you are like the fnake mentioned in the
fable, which a poor man, in frofty weather, took into his
bofom and nourifhed it; and when it-became warm, it bit
his kind benefa@or and hofpitable preferver. And- have

' : net
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sot you endeavoured to do likewife to the reputatlon and
chara&er of your worthy minifter ? Oh, my friend, I can
aﬂ‘u{e you that he is an honeft tmly Chriftjan man ; and
if he has made apy flips in his moral condud, it is a great
grief to him 3 for Chrift declared, that by the innocency
of our lives, and the lovingnefs of our hearts, thould-all
men know that we are his difciples indeed. Can you in
any one fingle inftance impeach the moral conduét of your
minifter? No, I anfwer, you cannot with truth; heisa
man of unblemithed reputation—he is zealous in the dif-
_charge of his duty as a minifter of the gofpel, and 1 don’t
queftion but you thought fo, when you beeame a2 member
of his fociety 3 but hercin is the fcripture veriﬁ'e'd',- «p
man’s foes fhall be thofe of his own houthold.”

Now, my dear man, I humbly beg that God mayl

change your heart, and that you may think,” fpeak, and
" judge more favourably for the future; for you are but a
man of like paffions with myfelf, who am not of thofe who
feem to give you fo much countenance; and though you
affume the djgnity and right of a judge, yet you muft
cofie to appear before your almighty Judge, and- dlere
you will receive your juft reward:

I do affure you, what I have written proceeds wholly
from the motive of love to your foul, and that unanimity
may ftill prevail amongft you ; for except unity take place
in your church, how can vou expeé the benedition of
our blefled Saviour ? and without that, we are worfe than
nothing. You perhaps may fay, that Mr, A——s de-
fired me to write this, but I'declare that I fcarcely ever .
{poke to him in the whole courfe'of my life; and as for
you, I do not know you perfonally, but of your fcanda-
lous behayiour in the church I have heard tco often,
which certainly gave me much uneafinefs, though I am
not of the fame fociety, for T am a member of the Church
of England, and therefore I prefume am the more im=
partial, Let me beg of you, for God’s fake, and for

~ Eeag yout
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your foul’s fake, nst to be fo pofitive in ;'our affertions
‘about the elec, forit is faid that you can tell who are
‘the ele@, and who are not. But I will tell you what
‘the late pious and amiable Mr. Hervey faid upon that
dubjeét (wﬂen fome curious perfon had been interrogating
him concerning this myfterwua doétrine), “ that if he
ftudied predeftination, it thould be upon his knees.” And
the great and good Mr. Whitefield faid, that it was not
to be preached in the pulpit, whatever men might hold
privately ; and a great and zealous minifter of the prefent
day, at Northampton, declared in one of his public dif-
courfes, that none but fools and madmen continually
dwelt upon that topic. And therefore, my friend, let
me advife you, in the words-of St. Peter, to make your
own callmg and eleétion fure.
I remain your well-wither for Jefu’s fake,
w. C,

#An Account of the Converfion of an INDIA N
In 2a LETTERto 2 FRIEND,

[ Continued from page 201, ]

Followed my hott till he came to the middle of the
I place, when 1 faw a tall man covered with a long
white garment, from his fhoulders down to his feet; and,
with an audible voice; he read in a large book that lay
open before him. Many of the people in the place had
a fmall book in their hands, and fometimes they read
aloud, in anfwer to the man in the white garment; at
other times he and they fpoke loud together. After this,
the tall man put off the long white covering, and then
from his fhoulders down he was blacker than any of us
Indians. Then he afcended feveral fteps, and had a fmall
beok in his hand, and, as I thought, called upon their

' Goad;
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God; but in a flow, faint, dull manner, quite different
from the manner of the Chriftian failors. 1 took parti=
cular notice of the affembly, fome of them ftood, others
fat, and a few were on their knees. Tn fhort, I no longer
wondered at the Chriftians having two gods ; for when I
obferved their different pofitions, I wasready to imagine
they had near as many gods as they were people ; as the
different pofition of the body fhewed different fwmes'of
their minds.

Then the man in black made a long paufe. He again
took the book into his hand, for it appeared to me the
book was his whole fupport, and read thefe words :=——
€ What is required of thee, O man, but to do juftly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God ?” He told
them, in the firft place, it was every man’s duty to en-
deavour for the neceflaries of life, in an honeft manner 3
that it was inconfiftent with the Chriftian’s plan for any
man to defraud his neighbour ; and, in the fecond place,
provided they had more than fufficient for themfelves, it .
was the ftrongeft proof of their being undoubted Chrif=
tians, and lovers of mercy, faid he, to deal your bread to
the hungry, to cover the naked with a garment, as aéts of
charity and benevolence are moft pleafing in the fight of
God : and, in the third place, to walk humbly with thy
God, He told them that man was formed out of the
duft, and ere long muft retarn to the duft again; and
added, T houghts of this kind fhould reduce youto 2 pro-
per knowledge of yourfelves, and the fruit of it fhould
appear by a conftant attendance upon the means of
grace. When on a dying bed, it will be a comfortable
fupport to your feeble mind, to look back on a well-fpent
life ; fuch perfons, doubtlefs, God will not difapprove of
in the great day, but will welcome them with a ¢ Come,
ye blefled, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world,”

Mean
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.~ Mean time I could not help taking notice of the be<
haviour of the company affembled together, fome of them
were whifpering, others {leeping, and abundance looking
at each other, asif they were admiring the different co~ ;
Yoursof their cloaths, or the manner of their drefs; quite
regardlefs of what the man in black was fpeaking, or at.
leaft it appeared fo-to me. - After he had done reading in:
bis little book, he came down, and all the people went:
out of the place, many of them walked into the fame ftreet:
where I lodged. So I attended to their behaviour; while
pafling, fome were talking about the-news-papers, in-
forming each other how bufinefs was carried on abroad 5
ia fhort, they were all bufy about the affairs of this life ;'
but not 2 word did I hear about the fermon, or the God
the man fpoke of, unlefs in a trifling profane manner.’
Y was not at all pleafed either with the performance of the"
man that {poke, 'or the behaviour of the people, for the
former did not tell them who God was, where he was,
or how they fhould find him ; and the latter were all:
confufion. _ -

When T came to my lodgings, my mind was exceed-
ingly uneafy ; I rung the bell, and the landlord came to
know what I wanted. ‘I told him, a proper knowledge
of the Chriftian’s ‘God : at which he appeared greatly
furprifed, and declared he was no fcholar, therefore he was
not a proper perfon to give any information, I then afked
him, whether he knew of any one in the neighbourhood
that could. He told me, there was one Dr. T Iy
a few doors from him, fuppofed to be one of the greateft
feholars in the city, " The next morning I waited upon
this gentleman ; and he received me with all the civility
imaginable. I afked pardon for the freedom I had taken,
and defired he would not be furprifed at the ftrangcnefs
of my bufinefs: I then told him I was an Indian, born
in the province of New-York, and that the chief of my

3 : buﬁnel's,
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bufinefs, in this place, was, in queft of the Chriftian’s
‘God, After a long paufe, he made this anfwer : Your
bufinefs, Sir, isof the greateft importaace ; and to give
you proper dire&tions, is of equal moment, and requires
fome time for deliberation. If you pleafe to call upon
me to-morrow morning, I fhall be glad to fpend an -hour
or two with you.” T'did fo; but the good Do&or defired
to be excufed, and told mey fome unekpected bufinefs had
fallen in His way, that required his attendance for feveral
days; and added, if you ftay in town till the latter.end
of next week, 1 fhall be exceedingly glad to fee you§
and give you all the information I am capable of. I
thanked him, and fo we parted, =+ == == .

[To ée continued.]

Letter from a DissENTiNG MINISTER, lately deccafed;
applied to the Cafe of a Poor SINNER.

[ Concluded from Page 195. ]

U T you will fay, ¢ How fhall T know whether my
B faith is of the right kind, of not ;—whether it is a
faving faith ?—I anfwer, if your faith is of the right kind,
it will be produ&ive of /sve and good works, Gal. v, 6.
jamEs ii. 145 26. it will purify your heart, Aéts xv. g.—
‘and it will overcome the world, 1 John v. 4. _

If you believe, you cannot but lwe; you cannot but
love him who firft loved you, ¥ John iv. 1g. you cannot
‘but have a dear love to Chrift, who has made your peace
with God. The woman in the gofpel, whofe fins, being
many, were forgiven, lsved much, Luke vii. 47. and love to
Chrift will put you upon aéing for him, ferving him,
and living to him. The love of Chrift will conffrain you,
2 Cor. v. 14, ‘True faith worketh by Iove,
' | If
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If you beliwwe, you cannot but work for God. True
faith is never without good works, It is true, faith only
juftifieth, but faith does not juftify alone; for juftifying
faith is not without other graces ; never without repen-
tance, love, humility, {elf-denial, refignation to the will
of God, &ec. and if your faith is without thefe graces,
itisa fign itis a dead faith, and it will never juftify

- you beforeiGod.  **A man is juftified by faith without
works,” Rom. iii. 24. i.'e. A man is counted righteous
before God only by faith, workshaving no hand at all in
juftification, either in whole or in part. And yet “a
man is juftified by works, and not by faith enly,” James
ii. 24. i. e. 2 man is juftified ‘before men, or declared te
be in a juftified ftate by good works, and not by a bare
faith without good works ; for faith svithout works.is dead,
and juftifieth not. Hence it appears, that though you
cannot be juftified by your good works, yet neither can
you be juftified without them.  Fhough good works are
not the caufe of falvation,. fer ¢ by grace we are faved,
not of works,” Eph. ii. 8, g. yet they are evidencss of a
perfon’s being in a ftate of falvation. '

If you have true faith, you have holinefs too. Faith
‘and holinefs do always go together. Faith cannot be
without a holy heart and a holy life, By faith we derive
a fan&ifying virtue from Chriff, who is made of God to us
[antiification, for the beginning and carrying on of the
work of falvation,

Faith does not juftify a5 a work, but as an inflrument,
receiving God’s free gift of pardon and rightecoufnefs
through Chrift, the righteoufne{'s of Chrift being im-
puted to us, and we juftified upon the account of it, See
‘Rom. iv. 6. Phil. iii. g. Without faith you cannot be
happy ; without faith it is impoffible to pleafe God. See Mark
xvi. 16, Therefore you fthould never be at reft, till you
have obtained this valuable, this precious grace of faith.

You
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You are condemned by God’s law, and you cannot po{'-
ﬁB]y be_]uﬁlﬁed without faith,

But it is not.enough for you to be ;z{ﬂﬁed on!y you
ihuft be fanFified as well as juftified, before you can be fit
for a place in heaven, for ** without holinefs no man
fhall fee the Lord,” Heb. xii. 14« Your nature is defiled:
with ﬁn, and it muft be juftified before you can enjoy
communion with 2 holy God, who cannot endure to
look upon m:qunty “The pure in heart, “and they only,
_Ihall fee God. You muft be holy before you ‘can.be bap~
#75 you muﬁ- be.{aved from the fiith, as well as from the
guilt of fin.  If you perﬁ[’c in a courfe offm, and. yield
yourfelf a flave to fin, you may-aflure yourfelf you cannot
be faved in that ftate; Chrift will fave his people from,
but not their fins. - Da not deceive-yourfelf;, finner,
w;th vain hopes of God’s merey ; for I aflure you, if you
live and die unfanéified, ¢ He that made you will not
have mercy on you, and he that formed you will fhew
you no favour.”” Has not the Son of God told you, that
you muft be born qgain? i, e. you muft become 2 new
man; for, ¢ except a man be born agam he. cannot fee
the kmgdom of God,” Johniii. g, 7. You muft be re=
newed unto holinefs ; you muft be fantified; i e. be
cleanfed from the defilement of Jiny before God will ad-
mit you intc communion with himfelf, Huppoﬁng (rod
was to admit you into heaven, do you think you would
relifh the holy work and company of heaven, while your.
nature is quite contrary ! If you do not love the worfhip,
and Jaints of God on earth, neither would you loy: them
in heaven. In fhort, heav-n would be a be/l to an un’ anc-.
tified foul Oh! then, let me beg it of you, poor finner, tq
be very earneft in prayer, that God would be pleafed to_
fan&ify you by his holy Spirit, and fo make you < mect
to partake of the inheritance of the faints in light.”

That it may pleafe God to blefs the reading of this
addrefs for your good, is the hearty prayer of yours, &c.

Ff W. A,
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A feeble attempt to anfwer the Quary of A. T. in«
ferted in.your Supplement for laft year ; viz. ¢ Whe-
_ther or not, on the demife of a perfon, the fpiritua]
part,” &c.

OR the honour of Chriftianity, and the inffitutor

of our moft holy religion, 1 humbly attempt to
anfwer the Quary of A. T. though I freely confefs that
¥ am a very feeble creature for fuch an undertaking ;
however, I truft not in my own ftrength, but in that of
the Lord, who alone is fufficient for thefe things, but
I hope to fee it done more fatisfaorily by fome abler
hand. * For a finite mortal creature to give a true defi~
nition of an immortal being, feems in my humble opinion
to be quite impofiible ; he real efferice of the foul can:
not be properly afcertained by the wifelt of men. Cara
nal reafon is a very dangerous rockyon which fo many
of our fine Metaphyficians are fhipwrecked ; for how can
an human finite mind comprehend the things that belong
to God himfelf ? None but God can form the foul of
man, and therefort none but God can give a true defi«
nition of it. A foul we each of us are certainly poffeffed
of, asfure as weexift; and when our bodies die, our fouls
make their exit into the world of f{pirits, either of happi=
nefs or mifery, according to the general opinion of moft
divines : but yet there are fome men of the prefent time,
and there were fome of the laft century, who afferted, that
the foul was material, and therefore like matter is capable
of reft and motion ; confequently, if this propofition be
true, we may fay that the foul fleeps, and lies dormant.
But who or what man is there among all the wife ones
of theprefent day, that can certainly defcribe the trueef«
fence of the foul ? The actions of the foul we are all very
well acquainted with ; but the effence of the foul, none
of us can deferibe, much lefs its future exiftenee in its
unbod;ed Trate,

Some
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Some again have afferted, that the foul is nothing but
the power of thinking ; fo youmay plainly fee how thefe
great Metaphyficians contradi& each other in their feve-
ral opinions; the reafon is very obvious, becaufe they at-
tempt to underftand that which God defigned they fhould
pever know. Again, fome great men believe that the
fouls of believers go to heaven, or participate of the ce-
leftial happinefs, and that the fouls of unbelievers go to
hell, or have {enfations of that never- ending mifery which
is prepared for them and all the zebellious ; yet they be-
lieve that they will not enter into full fruition and com-
. plete happinefs, till the refurreCtion and the laft judg-
ment. Lam acquainted with a man who pofitively aflerts
that the fouls of all men, both believers and unbelievers;
lie dormant and inaétive, and will do fo till the judgment
day ; his reafon for this opinion is, that if the flate of
each perfon is now fixed in their refpective places, either
of happinefs or mifery, why need there be a judgment to
try them ? He further fags, as the tree falls, fo it lies.
Poor man, I fuppofc he thinks that the foul lays like a
log of wood | but my opinion is, that if any perfon dies
in unbelief, he will be found fo at the judgment. May
the Lord deliver us from all fuch atheiftical thoughts,
and-lead us to behold more and more of the wifdom of
God in hiding thefe things from us ; may we be enabled
to cry out with St. Paul, O the depth of the riches, both
of the wifdom and knowledge of God | It is the higheft
vanity in the world to be wife-above what is written. In
God’s own book we have many paflages, that declare the
~ immediate happinefs of fouls, and confequently their .
mifery. In that beautiful parable of the rich man and
Lazarus, in that wonderful account, how poor happy
Lazarus looked up and beheld; the rich man in torments ;
this isenough to convince us;: but there is, among many
.others, ene yery cogent proof,of the immediate happinels
of fouls,—~When our dear Lord hung agonizing upon

Ffg the
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the accurfed crofs, the poor penitent thief felt the grace
of God influence his heart, and cried out to Jefus in the
‘bitternefs of his foul, ¢ Lord, remember me twhen thou
comeft into thy klngdom Qur dear Lord gave him a
- pofitive ‘anfwer, immediately, This day (inflantaneouffy)
thou fhalt be with me in Paradife ; fo being abfent from
the body he was prefent with the Lord, fo that there was
not any time for his foul to fleep; but however, in cafe
our fouls are compofed of ‘matter, and are material (as
many affert), and fhall undergo the changes which matter
is fubjeét to 5 the fame almighrty, irrefiftible Power that
firft breathed into man the breath of life, and made him
a living foul, can breathe into our dufty perifhed frames,
and re-animate them with life and vigour ; for there is
nothing impofiible with God,

I think we may very well reft affured with this devout
expoftulation of faithful Abraham, ¢ Shall not the judge
of all the earth do right #”” For as he is the maker, con-
fequently he is the governor of the world,

¢¢ Who fees with equal eye, as God of all,
A hero perith, or 2 fpai:row fall.”
' Porz.

i 'y =
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To the EpiTors of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE,

GENTLEMEN,

HE following Queary, appearing'of great impor.
tance, a folution of it; by fome of your corref=
pondems, is earneftly requefted.

Qs B =R ¥,
< Allowing the foul of man to be immaterial, when
does it take its refidence in the body ? in the womb by
generation, or at the birth ; ; or at the dawn of reafon by
mfuﬁcn "

PHILO,
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P O E

Sathe OPENING of a PLACE
of WORSHIP,

I.
EAR Lord, we come ta feck
thy face,
And beg thy prefence in this place ;
To confecrate this Houle of thine—
Oh may thy glory in it thine !

2.

Let ev'ry foul before thee now
Al Jefu’s feet be brought to bow !
O do not, Lord, our fuit difdain,
Nor let s feek thee here in vain,

3
Thofe who by curious views are led,
That know no thirlt, and fek no
bread,
But only come their ears to tleafe 3
May God difturb their cang’rous eafe !

Quicken dead foulss, reviye the faunr.
And animate cach drooping faint ;
Diipel their doubtsy remove their tear.
Make joyful in thy houfe of pray’r.

5.

Remember all thy feryants, Lord,

“That in this place fhall fpeak thy
word :

Their labours own, their meffage blefs,

And crown thy Gofpel with fuccefs.

6'
Thou know'ft their views : blefs their
deﬁgn
To fpread thy caufe; Lord, on them
fhine:
Increaf: theirgifts; give double grace ;.

Their brows make brafs, as fliat their
face,

7.
May they prove faithful to their call
Declare thy counfel unto all ;
And let the faint and finner hlve
Thy ?uitk"ning grace their fouls to!

VE.

PR Y-

3. ;
Should men oppofe, and devils rage,
Do thouo their fury, Lord, affuage:
Yea, fhould the hofts of hell combine,
Chwart thou their envious dark defign.

Preferve us till we Jom this fong, .

With all thy chofen blood - m‘ﬂ
hrong :

' 0 God immortal glory be,

TheThree in One, and @ne in Three,

B. P.

SINS and QOkRows fpread befors
GoD, '

1.
That I knew the fecret place
Where I might find my Gd;
1'd fpread my wants before his
“And pour my woes abroad.

]
I'd tell him how my fins arife,
What forrows I fuftain ;
How grace decays, and comfort dies,
And leaves sy heart in pain,

3. e
1"d fay, how flefh and fenfe rebel,
What inward foes combinc,
With the vain world and pow’rs of hell,
To grieve this foul of mine,

4. ’
He knows what arguments I'd take -
To wreftle with my God,
I'd plead, for his own mercies fake,
"And for my Saviour's blood.

S
My God will pity my complaint,
And heal my broken bones ;

| He takes the meaning of his faints,

The kang

ge of theirg

6.
Rife then, my fnul. from deep diftrefs,
And banith ev'ry fear; =
x
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He calls thee to his throne of grace,
T'o {pread thy forrows there,

AR A ~
And will he not thy breathings hear,
And fend falvation down ?
He will ; O then, my foul, revers
His pow'r and grace diving,

Then frerch thy wings of faith and
‘With holy violence ftrive;
For only wreftling Jacobs fhall
. Prevailing Ifracks live, "

J.D.

;-- The WORLD:

e .
L) 18" trae, and ¥ dhall find it
fo G 49 0= |
This worlri'a a vain vexatious thing,
‘Which never to a heav’n-born foul
Didy ar can fatisfadlion brings -

Let me be wife at length, and make |
The vain experiment no more;

Th’ attempt, a thopfand times tenew'd,
Will fail; as ithas Gl

Can cver '.hiq:gm{;i earth afford
Immortal fruits, to feed a foul ?
Can a celeftial fpirit find

Reft upon waves; that ever roll2

4.
No, *tis impoffible, and fo
Y’ll other methods try ; and fee,
My foul, if I can ellewhere find
Provifion and repofe for thee,

e

-Lift up your eyes l.i the bright roof
Where orbs innumerable fhine j
Beyond it fits enthron'd 2 God,

A God who's willing to be thine,

o oo\e
In thought thou inftantly canit fpring,!
And {wifter'than the light afcend
Up, where his glorious honour dwells; |

|| Shew us our loft eftate,
| That we may, ere tog late,

And he a gracious car will lend, i

Bk,

: 7.
Tell him thon canft not find content
In all the wice creation™s ficld;
There's asthingthat can fuit thy mind,
Or proper fatstation yield. :

. 8.

Tell him thou feeft his plory thine,
And wilt ypon it ever look ;

Tell him thou Jong'ft to tafte his love,
And cantt delays no longer brook,

Tell him thou 'aﬂ? and wilt be his,
And he thall be for ever thine;

That in his gofpel he has drawn .
The covenant, which thou wilt fign.

. 10.
Nor'fear he'll in difpleafure frown ;
He that has given hus Son for thee
Will nat deny, on this account,
Thy Father and thy Friend to be,

{ : LT b e
|| As fuch he’ll gnide thee with his eye,

1 Uphiola thee with his mighty arm;

|| Comfore thee with his heav'nly word,

And cover with his wings from harm.

A PRAYER to the Hary GrosT,

1. '
HOU wondsr=working Dove |
Shed in our hearts that love
That raifes fouls to God;

Efcape thy vengeful rod.

2.
Draw forth our minds to fee
In JEsus we are free,

If we his merits trofts
And that withcut thy pow's,
Al hell will us devour, s

When we retuin to duft.

Guard usy O Sou?r.c of truth,
From all the wiles of youth j
O lead us humbly on;
Be thow our Guide and King,
That we thy praife may fing,
When our fhort race is run.
Priro.

The
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The CHRISTIAN's Farrwree
to the Worwp, in the Profpeét of
+ Death,

PART I,

2.
RODUCE of eternsl Love,
Grace, defcended from above,
All my reigning fins fubdu'd,
And my foul throughout rencw'd,

24
By convitions firft alarm’d,
With a thoufand terrors arm'd;
Sinai’s direful thunders roll,
Scize with dread my guilty foul.

3.
Then, by nature’s impulfe led,
To felf-righteous works I fled,
Thinking by a quick reform,
To efcape the threaten'd florm,

4
But, tlas! “twas all in vain,
Still I faw my guilt remain;
Righteoufnefs 1 found 1I'd noney
But in God's beloved Son,

' s.
Hig, by faith, atleng'h I faw
Equal to the righteous law,
Saw it full, compleat and free,
And defign'd for fuch as me,

This my trembling foul embrac'd;
Here my ev'ry hope I placd:

Love and joy, with hope combin’d,
Shed their influence on my mind,

7
Oh thon King, thou Prince of peace,
How amazing is thy grace |
Nothing but that grace could fave ;
And, bchold, that grace thou gave.

Gave it to 2 worm, liks me,
Gave it by a fix'd decree,
Scal'd and ratify’d by God,
Furchafe of a Saviour's blood.

231

Refcu'd thus, mygl:md, by thee,
From the pow’r of fin fet free,
Pluckt as a devoted brand

From the burning, by thy hand,

b v o [T be continued,]

VERSES written on bearing the

. Rev,Mr. Rirrox from Hof, vii, 11.
‘¢ Ephraim is alfo ‘like a filly dove
without heart,” b, ol

¢
s OD liken'd Ephraim of old
T Unto a filly dove, we're told;
Like filly doves without a heart,
Have we not afted Ephraim’s part ?

2,
Was Ephraim’s folly feen in this,
In leaving God the fource of blifs?
And where's the Chriftian, knows his
! heart,
But finds it prone for to depart ?

Was Ephraim fom’ﬂim led aftray,

With being tempted by the way ?

God's people now are not exempt

While here below, they've foes will
tempt, -

y 4.
Did Ephraim reluétance find
To duties of » facred kind?
And what believer can you name,
But more or lefs hath found the fame ?

Methinks, fay yous, in Ephraim’s cafe,
As face in water anfwers face,

So I my own experience view,

And find a great refemblance too,

6.
Yet if I am not felf deceiv'd,
With fuch experience I am griev'd
And 'tis the burden of my heart,
God has thereof fo fmall apart,

$

?' # H
Yet I the fame would bumdly own,
Wheneer profirate st his throne ;
And there implore kim to imipart

_Tg me &« Cil.b's humble heart,

w.n,
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On Exop. xxilis 31,
PART L

132

7.
What a vaft extent is there
In 1hat fix-letter'd word Bz-
ware! - 20
With heart and mind purfue it well,
And ever on the fubjeét dwell.

3
Beware bf him, obey his voice,
And in a precious Chrift rejoice
‘Which for to {ave our fouls frun;_wue,
A bitter death did undergo.

Beware of pride, :slnt creeping fin,

Who firft with angels did begin,

And hurl'd them from their glorious
ftate,

Now endlefs torments are their fate,

4.
Beware to lye, to cheat, or fteal,
Reft thou the wrath of God thould feel.
©Obferve that golden rule, and do
As you'd have others do to you,

Of drunkennefs, fm. beware,
For in the “l there is a fnare §
Though it looks beautiful and red,
Tts fmiles at laft will firike you dead.

6.
Beware to a&t the hypocrite,
Which is moft hateful in God’s ight ;
But with a fingle heartand eye,
The precious God-man glorify,

7
Beware of men of wicked mind,
Who to God’s people are unkind 2
They treat his minifters with fcorn,
But better they had ne'er been born.

8.
There is a monfter Unbelief,
Of many fins this is the chief§
My foul beware, look up above,
And pray for faith that works by love.

T R'* Yab?

Beware, my rnu1,9|:!! thou deface,
And tack thy works 1o fov'reign grace;
I'd humble at thy footflool fally
Andowa my Chiift, my All in All,

[To be continued. ]

The FUNER AL,

1.
ATURE dire@s, that whea’
the foul
Is from its carthly nanfior fled,
We, in our common parent’s womb,
Hide out of fight our deareft deady

2.
‘And fince the budies of the juft

Are temples of the Holy Ghoft,
‘Which, tho” demelith'd, thall be built
Again, and not a duft be loft;

Religion claims, t?nt decently
They be laid in the filent grave ;
And that the precivus ruins thould
Proper refpeéts at parting have,

4
That as the living Mew they lay
The death of righteous men to heart,
‘While at the folemn rites they bear,
With figns of real grief, a part;

So they undauntedsat the gates
Of the great king of terrors, fay,
A greater King than he fhall foon
Obligs him to refign his prey.

6.
All thisisright : but when men’s pride
Makes fun'rals but a pageant-fhew,
Their vanity does only ferve
T" adorn the triumph of our foe,

T
That foe, whofe firong unerring hand,
When heaven fhall fignify its will,
The forrowing mourners, and the glad,
And all the gaz'ng crowd will kill,

AR
AT
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The Sorrows of the Mind | The Hill of Zion yields
Be banifh’d from the Place A thoufand facred Sweets,
Religion never was defignd | Before we reach the hexv’nl;gl _
1elds
To make our Pleafures lefsa Or wulk the golden Streets, -
8 ' s
The Mern of Grace have found Then let our Songs abound,
Glory begun below; : And evry Teur be dry,
Celeftial Fruits, on earthly Ground, We're marching thro Immanuels .
' ~Ground
Frow hope B Faith may growe. 'To fairer Worlds on hj&r.‘m‘_—
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