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SINNER'S

MESSRS. EDlTORS,

ON

this subject I have reference to St. Paul in Romans iii. 7.
"For ifthe truth of God hath more abounded through mylie unto his
glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner?" The apostle here
boldly declares a solemn self-evident truth, and raises a question
upon it as a challenge to all the world to disprove the truth or to.answer the question affirmatively. In the few thoughts I may suggest
it is probable I may mistake the meaning of the Great Inditer of
these words, but my object is more to excite the attention of some
of your correspondents, than to give my own views thereon. However, many there are who would fear and dread to approach the subject, and be forward to condemn any that did, yet we find it recorded
in the scriptures as part of the word of God, and it is desirable to
ascertain the true meaning of the Spirit therein, if the true meaning
be not apparent on the face thereof.
It appears to me that a self-evident solid truth is stated. As I
would say of Christ, he is a rock that can never be removed out of
his place, so I would declare that God's truth hath more abounded
through my lie or sin (or through the apostacy of our first parents and
all their seed) unto his glory. To place this doctrine in its true position and to try it by a certain standard, we scarcely need do more
than ask the question, Would God have decreed to permit sin if he
had not intended that by or through it his truth, or the truth of his
~reat love, mercy and justice, yea, of all his perfections, should more
abound and be displayed unto his own glory? Some may answer,
But what hath sin done? to which I would reply it hath ushered in
Christ as the Saviour of sinners, who took his people's sins and bare
them away, and in exchange gave them and clothed them with the
righteou~n.e~s of God in him by which alone they are justified. If
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sin had not entered Christ could not have been manifested as tl.
. way, the truth and the life, as the God of grace and salvation, and
the Lamb slain from befor~ the foundation of the.world to take aw I
sin; not that we give any glory to sin, for sin is an evil and bitter thin'
nor that we may do evil that good may come, nor that w~ who hal'
received the divine nature in regeneration, are any better ill our
selves than they who have not received it; nevertheless it woulcl
appear there was an absolute necessity for sin to exist that God'
grace might abound to his own praise and glory, and that even OUI
unrighteousness should commend the right~usness of God, for Ml
the apostle saith in the same chapter. It hath pleased the Lord by
and through the fall and death of man by sin, to raise up Christ as till'
resurrection and the life of his people, that while they were sinncr~
to commend his love towards them in giving Christ to die for them,
and that's when they were enemit>s they should be reconciled to God
by the death of his Son and be saved by his life-by the contrast of
sin, how much more glorious does the holiness of God appear; by the
offence, judgment and death, how much more doth the abundance of
grace appear by th,e gift of righteousness in Jesus Christ; by the
condemnation of sin and sinners in the law how free the gift of'pardon, but more so ofjustification unto eternal life and glory in the gospel, the evil sets off the good, so the flesh the Spirit, and the law the
gospel. Paul says, the law entered that the oftence might abound,
and that where sin abounded grace did much more abound; that as
sin hath reigned unto death even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lore/. The apostle
had great liberty and enlargement in this mystery, and though it may
startle many who are not so well established therein as he was, yet I
cannot help quoting further from his epistle to the church in Rome,
whom he addressed as beloved of God, called to be saints, wherein he
says ., but God be thanked ye were the servants of sin;" and he
could truly and properly say this to' them because they had become
the servants of righteousness and had their fruit unto holiness, having
been baptized into Jesus Christ, and living under the special consecration and holy anointing of God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ
and the blessed Spirit. It must be admitted that the escape from or
the deliverance out of sin, death and the curse, will greatly heighten
and sweeten the song, the everlasting song, of praise to God and the
Lamb. What satisfaction Christ will have, nay he has already, yea
rather, he had from eternity, in seeing his beloved, chosen and redeemed people, who were mangled and sunk in the fall, new created
and raised up to the measure of the fulness of his own stature, bearing and exhibiting and reflecting his own' holy image and likeness
for ever.
As grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, and have abounded more
to the glory of God, through or in consequence of sin, why therefore
are his redeemed people to be judged or condemned as sinners; al.
though God condemns sin in them, yet he does not condemn them
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for sin; the judgment has passed upon Christ and he sunk under it,
but rose again as a mighty conqueror•. He suffered for them that
they might go free-And shall his sulferings and work stand for nothing ( With him all things are possible, but we are not sufficient of
ourselvee even to think, much less to do, any thing as of ourselves,
-our sufficiency is of God alone. The treasure of his grace and
truth by the indwelling of the Holy pirit, is put in us poor earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power which is alone of God, may
appear to be of him and not of us. If Christ hath removed the sins
of his people as far as the east i from the west, and God says he has,
who is to judge or condemn them as sinners. If Christ has assumed
their nature and all its sin, and imputed to them his righteousness,
and they have put on the Lord Jesus, why yet are they to be judged
or considered as sinners? If Christ was made or constituted sin, or
the sin-bearer for them, and they are made or constituted the righteousness of God in him, wherefore should they be put under any sen~
tence whatever? If God the Father has loved and elected them,
God the Son has redeemed and saved them, and God the Spirit has
sanctified and sealed them as the property, possession, and inherit~
ance of the all-glorious Trinity in Unity, Who shall lay any thing
to their charge, or who condemn, since God has acquitted, saved,
justified and glorified them, they are placed beyond the reach of any
evil or enemy, and might always safely boast of victory and security,
for they have it in and by the death, life and mediation of their
blessed Lord and Saviour. God was in Christ reconciling his elect
world unto himself not imputing their trespasses unto them, and
they are declared to be the temple of the living God, as he hath
said "I will dwell in them and walk in them, and 1. will b their
God and they shall be my people;" surely therefore God will have
his own, and will take care of them and Christ shall not be disappointed of or lose his reward; and we-shall not fail in the thanks we
give unto God for his unspeakable gift, and unto the Holy Spirit for
his having espoused the bride to one husband, and presented bel' as
a chaste virgin to Christ.
Nevertheless though there are great revelations and abundance of
grace made and given to the Lord's people, yet they constantly f~cl
they are in the body, and carry about with them a body of sin and
death under which they gro 1Il being burdened, and all do so until
they shake off the present sinful dusty tabernacle, and awake up ill
the majesty and glory of their Lord; they are not only burdened
with the flesh and sin, but filled with infirmities, distresses, reproaches, and necessities, yet they may with the apostle glory in these
things that the power of Christ may rest upon them, and may take
pleasure in them for Christ's sake. Z Chron. xii. 9, 10. for though
they are crucified through weakness yet they live by the power of
God who Jiveth and worketh in them both to will and to do of his
own good pleasure. They were justified in Christ co-eval with his
foresight of them, and they have a pledge of it, and it is confirmed to
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them by their faith in him; but if while they seek to be justified IJ
Christ, or to apprehend their justification in him, they themsclv
are found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of ~in? God forhid
2 Gal. ii. l7. Let the enemies of Christ who draw this consequclll'
and makc this charge, persist in doing so if they will, it must 1101
and ought not to hinder the Lord's people, though sinners, from ;11
tainin~ a knowledge and confirmation of their high ancient and evcr
lasting standing in him as his chosen and justified ones, for it hath
pleased God while they were enemies and sinners to reveal his SOli
in them, and because they are his children to send forth the Spirit 01
his SOil into their hearts, wherefore they who were his children Ly
adoption and grace before the world existed, are made to know it ill
due time and season by faith in Christ Jesus, and to receive and appropriate their full and free justification in him. As the whole work
of our justification, calling, and sanctification is of God, he will sel
it to its full accomplishment according to the good pleasure of hi~
will and the riches of his own grace, for even in the foresight of what
his pcople would be as sinners, they were chosen and blessed with/all
spiritual blessings in Christ, and accepted in him and destined to be
to the praise,of the glory of his grace, amI nothing can or shall shake
or alter this destiny or purpose of God in Christ, who worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will. He hath not seen iniquity
or perverseness in them as united to and standing in Christ their all
glorious head and representative; and although they are actually full
of iniquity and perverseness, but feeling the same to be, as it must
and will be of necessity, a plague and burden, God's commission is,
" Say ye to the righteous it shall go well with them;" for the God
of oW' Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, hath put all things
under his feet, and given him to be the head over all things to the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all.
Thcre is one body and one Spirit-one God and Father of all, who is
above all and through all and in all, and to everyone is grace given
according to the measure of the gift of Christ, till we all come up to
the measure of the stature of his fulness-to be one even as the Father
and Christ are ODe; for he being engrafted in us and we in him, wc
grow up unto him in all things, and he being the root, and we fixed
on him, he imparts all our life, strength and excellency. We do not
bear the root but the root bears us. We can somewhat enter into
and comprehend these natural figures which with many others are
intended to illustrate the spiritual oneness and unity, which exists
b tween Christ and his redeemed people, and although faith cannot
comprehend the full glory of it, yet it does realise the certainty and
partal<cs in part of the essence and nature of i.t.
III surveying the natural world, we cannot help saying, how glorious! but wc cannot conceive what the full glory of the spiritual
world will be, until we are translated to it, and become like Christ
and sce him as he is. Messrs. Editors, yours in him,
London, June 21, 1830.
J. B.
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EFFECTS OF SIN.

(Colltinueclfrom p. 316.)
BUT M. K. H. further adds, "yet the word pardon and the word
forgiveness are of use, and have their meaning in the word of God,
but never can be in exercise with an eye to law transgressions."
This is false: and I will now, as 1 just hinted, bring scripture testimony to prove it. The character I have in view is that of Mary
Magdalene. Proverbia~ in the city or place where she lived as a notorious sinner; a woman of the town, as such in the present day are
·often called! a common prostitute. Simon, the pharisee, living in
the same city, on one occasion invited Jesus to sit down to meat with
him. Mary hearing this, and having previously felt the savour of
the dear and precious name of Jesus, by the power of the Spirit, in
her heart and conscience, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and
stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head; and
kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Simon was
nothing to Mary now, nor anyone else: her whole soul was absorbed
in the greatness of redeeming love, that neither Simon, nor aught
around her, could move her. Her tears were tears of sweet contrition, of joy unspeakable and full of glory; such as those only know
who like Mary, know what the pardon of sins is.
The forgiveness of sins ravished poor Mary-she seems not to
know what to do with herself, nor how to contain the sacred joy of
her heart: what humble posture to be in, nor what act or tribute oT
gratitude and thankfulness, to make her redeeming Lord; especially
as she knew and felt, that Jesus himself, in his own person, must
bear the wrath and misery of her filth and profligacy; without which
neither pardon nor peace could ever find its way to her miserable
b~om.
.
Simon knew something of the character both of Jesus and of
Mary; and as Jesus would not check the penitential effusions of
Mary's heart towards him, her Lord and Master, which, if we may
judge from her conduct, was ready to burst from its fulness, for it
made her totally regardless of everyone and of every thing else. I
say, Simon the pharisee both knowing and seeing this, speaks within
himself, and says, this man~ if he were a prophet, would have known
who, and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him, for she
is a sinner. Jesus knew his thoughts, and gave him proof that he
was a prophet indeed, since he could tell Simon what he thought.
Jesus said unto him, Si man, I have somewhat to say unto thee:
And he saith, Master say on. There was a certain creditor, which
had two debtor : the one owed him five hundred pence, and the
other fifty. And they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them
both, Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?
Simon answered and said, I suppose that he to whom he forgave
nd he
most. And he said unto him, thou hast rightly judged.
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turned to the woman and said unto Simon, Seest thou this WOl1lllll ~
I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my fect .
but she has wa hed my feet with tears, and wiped them with th
hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss j but this woman, sine
the time I came in, hath not ceased to kiss my feet. Mine head
with oil thou didst not anoint: but this womah hath anointed my fect
with ointment, wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins which are many,
are forgiven; for she loved much; but to whom little is forgiven,
the same loveth little. And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.
Come we now to the use this affecting relation affords.
M. K. H. says, that the words pardon and forgiveness, can never
be in exercise with an eye to law-transgressions, I ask then of what
description else were those, than law-transgressions which Mary Magdalene committed, before that God the Spirit by virtue of the merits
and suretyship of the Lord Jesus, wrought so feelingly, and penitentially, and unctuously in the heart and conscience of Mary? I challenge, but defy M. K. H. to prove the contrary. And if so, did not
Mary see and feel some utility or meaning in the words pardon and
forgiveness, as being in exercise with an eye to law-transgressions?
Were such expressions vain assertions to her think ye, when Jesus
said to her, Thy sins are forgiven thee? Jesus uses the expression,
, we see in forgiving Mary, and her sins must have been law· sins.
From the whole tt'nor of her conduct, and that of Jesus towards
her, the idea of vain assertions, and the non-application of the words
pardon and forgiveness in law-transgressions, vanishes away like
smoke in a tempest. 'Twas her heaven, in gratitude and thankfulness to love him who first loved her, and who had now given her so
powerful and manifest a proof of it. She knew and felt she was
utterly vile and worthless in herself-that her just desert was perdition-and as to worthiness, had no more claim upon the goodness
and mercy of God, than Judas the traitor. And how such truths
falsify the assertions :of M. K. H. But when men are left of God
to think themselves something when they are nothing, the goodness
and mercy of God, and Christ and his salvation, sink in their esteem;
whilst they wander into almost every extravagance in matters of religion, and often in temporal matters too, if the Lord lets them
alone, until it becomes difficult to tell where they'll stop.
Two things forcibly strike my mind as peculiar features in what
M. K. H. is attempting to establish from his writings. The one is,
That what God has done for us in respect even to law-transgressions is
no more than he ought to have done, since our Surety satisfied the demands of justice, and therefore no thanks to him for pardon and forgiveness concerning them, in fact, to use his own words, they arc
vain assertions. The other is, That 'sin under the gospel, is no
longer damnable in its nature; no more of that devilish quality committed by the believer, as before his conversion; but that the believer himself is able under the gospel, to answer by chastisement in
his own person the demerits of sin under it; and in this sense only
the words pardon and forgiveness have their meaning.
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I ani ready to ask, Who is tllere, that is not hardened through the
ueceitfulness of sin, but must revolt at the presumptuous spirit that
is couched in these two particulars? To refute the first, I am persuaded I need only refer the unprejudiced reader to what I have just
written' upon Christian experience; secondly, the inadequacy in
poiilt of comparison, of a common debtor, when put in contrast between the sinner and Almighty God in matters of salvation; and
thirdly, the undeniable evidence of scripture testimony in the history
of Mal'Y Magdalene.
And as to the second particular, I consider it is clearly disproved
from the bible in what I have written upon the forgiveness of sins,
on pages 548, 549, for December 1828, and pages 603-611, volume for 1829, where I have seripture authority to prove, that the
pardon of sin after conversion as well as before, is exclusively
through the merits of the blood of Christ. On which pages too a
little of the nature of God's chastisement of his people for iin, after
conversion, although in Christ they are already forgiven as to penal
wrath, 'is also considered, which to M. K. H. appears so insuperable,
as to its explication, if Jesus satisfied the demands of justice for the
believer's sins after conversion, equally as before. But now I am
upon the subject I must bring forward a little more of M. K. Ho's
Qwn reasonings upon the Lord's chastisement, further to protest
against his insinuations.
At the bottom ofp. 535, for December 1828, he says, "If satisfaction has been given to the full on their account by a substitute,
from the authority of what law are they to be stricken and smitten,
chastened and beaten, according to the magnitude of their crimes."
I affirm that the chastisements of God upon his people has no
respect to penal wrath, in other words, what they suffer by way of
chastisement for their froward ways before the Lord in this world, is
not meritorious in efficacy to appease the displeasure of God, which
is bOth the belief of J. H. as well as M. K. H. For my own part I
recoil at the idea.
What my further views upon the Lord's chastisements are, and
what scripture says upon it, I ref~r my reader to pages 396, 403, and
469 above. Immediately after the above quotation he adds, H Does
the justice of God become unjust, and require two payments for one
debt? Or from what unlawful court of judicatur~ is these stripes re"
quired from persons that is freed by a substitute from all charges?"
Who hut M. K. H. and his friends, do for a moment entertain the
thought that the Loro's correction of his people who know his name,
is an equivalent to him for their sins,.as pelievers? M. K. Ho's own
confession upon this head on page 315, for July 1829, so unreservedly maintains "the samet that I must transcrihe it. He says,
" Some people have asked this question, Is chastisement adequate
to, or sufficient punishment for the sins of which he.lievers a1'e the
su~jecis? I answer yes, except the law against wlziclt t!ley are
committed reqUire more. What a poor 1J..acksliding child of God,
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under a sensibility uf himself thinks lIe deservu; and what fl,
law which he is under requires are two different things; for wlwf
the law requires is srifficiel1t, and more 'UJould he.unjust."
But though M. K. H. so freely and heartily believes so unscriptural a declaration, I no more join issue with him in it, than I oelievr
that I am emperor of Russia. I say unscriptural, which I think
('learly appears by reference as above. Yet from what he says, an
idea or two forcibly strikes my mind; for M. K. H. believes it possible, for a backsliding child of God from his sinful conduct, be it
what it !may, to think he deserves more punishment in his own person for his sin, than God himself thinks he deserves. I Ilsk how is
it he is brought to a feeling sensibility and sorrow, for his backsliding
folly and sinful ways at all, but by God the Spirit, through the Son,
who is exalted to be a prince and a Saviour, 'purposely to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins? Acts v. SI. Therefore
how eau it be possible for a believer to have a greater consciousness
of the evil of sin, than God himself, when a scriptural sensibility of
it can only be had through the teachings of the Spirit? To believe
the contrary, as M. K. H. does, is superseding or putting aside the
office-capacity of God the Holy Ghost, whose work ill the matters of
salvation is to convince of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.
We see that David, the man after God's own heart, went on in a
hardened state worse and worse, in the matter of Uriah and Bathsheba for twelve months, and how much longer he would thus have
continued to go on, none can tell; had not God given a message
for David by Nathan his servant, and sent that message with power
to his conscience. And if we pursue the history of David onward,
we dont find that David has a greater sensibility of the evil of sin,
than the Lord thinks he deserves: on the contrary, it is only as the
Lord breaks in upon him by affliction, with breach upon breach,
that David himself comes into the real kernel of sin, and what his
desert is.
The bliss and blessedness of the church of God in consummate
perfection, appears to me, from scripture and my own experience,
in common with the rest of his people, to consist in the knowledge
of these two things, viz. On the one hand, as eternal years roll
round, to see more as the Lord sees, how damning and awfully hideous a thing sin is, and on the other hand, how infinite the stoop,
how unsearchable the mystery, and what an exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, is the full fruition of redeeming love to such sinners
as we. Besides, there appears to me a considerable measure of human merit, and self-consequence in the above quotation-a considerable measure of co-workmanship with God; for if in a single
tittle, the strcngth ot the sinner is really able to bear away the guilt
of sin in his own per on, from the minq of God, that moment the
whole of Christ sinks, and man in merit rises predominant.
M. K. H. confesses, that the sins of believers themselves are of
" an hardening, henious, evil, abominable and devilish nature."
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These expressions for sin are not very pretty; nor do the meaning
Qf the different words, by which M. K. H. signalizes sin under the
new covenant, carry any idea of a more favorable view of it. Yet
f{)r sins of this description, the afflictions of the belie\·er is meritorious enough in the mind of God to make atonement for. Such a
doctrine is in reality nothing less than atan transformed to an angel
of light. The more like an angel he appears, so much the greater
liability to deceive, and damning in it tendency. It carries in it to
all appearance, presumption, and blasphemy, by putting the crown
of worth and worthines before God upon a dying worm, who is not
sufficient in himself to think a good thought, making sin in reality a
mere chimera, and doing indignity so far as a worm of the earth has
power, to the meditorial office of the Lord Jesus Christ, by superceding the most important and meritorious part of it, and placing in its
stead the ability ofthe creature. To explain what I pave in Yiew, 1
here hring to notice what we may consider as taking place in the
common affairs of life. Let me for a moment imagine myself as the
father of a family, moving in what we may call a respectable sphere
in life, and carrying on a considerable trade in the world; in the
management of which J not only employ my own son, but absolutely
require the further assistance of a confidential clerk, whom I am
obliged not only to entrust witl1 my books of account, but also with
money matters, at times, to a considerable amount.
Now suppose it so falls out, that not only my son, but my clerk
too, by the force of temptation in unlawful pleasures and pursuits,
both prove dishonest and unfaithful to their trust, say to the amollllt
of three, four, or five hundred pounds. Now I proceed against them
both for their crime of dishonesty, just as I think proper. Towards
my own son, 1 both feel and exercise the bowels of a father: he is lily
own flesh and blood-deliver him up to the rigor oflaw and justice 1
will not, yt:t -:I hate the crime itself, and feel as much indignation
against it, even when committed by him, as I do that of my servant:
but I feeUn my very heart, that my son stands in a very different relationship to me than my servant does. But while I suffer the rigor
of the law to execute its penalty to the full upon the latter, even to
death or transportation, I inflict upon my son what measure of correction I please. Now though I spare the person of my son, that
lawful severity, which I suffer without reserve to tall upon the person
of my offending servant, does that lessen the enormity of the crime
of my son, of which both have been equally guilty, or make the one
less culpable than the other? Certainly not.
0 one in possession
of his rational faculties, would for a moment believe it; Oll the contrary, the guilt ofmy son so farfrom being lessened, appears doubled,
when a parent's solicitude, care, and love towards him, from helpless
infancy to the present moment, and the base return made, of affection and of nature's ties, are righteously weighed in the halance against
him, but which could not possibly exist between me and my servant.
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It is also evident, that the person of my son and his relationship t
me is one thing, but the nature of his crime is another. They arc a
distinct and seperate as light to darkness, as heaven to earth; thcr'
fore [ tell M. K. H. as I have told J. H. that I verily believe i.f Jesu
could suffer more for one description of sins committed by tbe be
liever than another, it was for such as were committed after conversion, in opposition to those committed before.
Once more I say, consider under what circumstances Peter's heart
was broken, who not only lied to his God with his suffering Redeemcl
full in view, but thrice repeated it, and with oaths and curses swore
to confirm it. Did not Peter, by way of desert, more righteously
deserve the end of Ananias and Sapphira, than they themselves?
And I challenge the mmt heroic champion of the free-will school,
to find me any other medium than that of Divine Sovereignty, in
electing love, that proved so faithful to Peter, whilst at the same
time it executed summary judgment without mercy, from Peter's
own mouth, upon Ananias and Sapphira, the latter of whom, all
things considered, were ,apparently less guilty than Peter. But all
the fleshly, argumentative powers of earth, and malice of hell combined, cannot falsify nor upset this searching truth, "Therefore
hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will hc
hardeneth." Rom. ix. 1S.
Away then with the thought into everlasting silence, that the chastisements of the believer for his sins is one payment, whilst Jesus
and his perfect work (in having borne the penal wrath of the church's
'sins after conversion as before) M. K. H. unwarrantably accounts as
making a second payment of one debt!!! I really believe, in the
way of inward experience, I feel the power of remaining corruption
in its secret workings, as cutting against the present peace of my
soul as a child of God can do, who has been decidedly in the conflict between flesh and Spirit, or as the scripture expresses it, born
again, for now seventeen years: but sin appears to me still as bottomless a pit of wretchedness and misery as ever. But groan as I
may under the stench of that filthy fountain, I dread the thought, as
I should the taking of poison to preserve life, that there is any thing
so dignified, or meritorious, in the sorrows attendant upon my earthly
pilgrimage for sin, as sufficient in atonement to the majesty of God,
for what I have committed since that blessed time; on the contrary,
my prospects are only clear, and I can only enjoy the peace of God
in the sweetness of redeeming love, as by a living faith I come, and
come, and still come, to that living stone, in all its excellences, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious. 1 Peter
ii. 4.
I tell M. K. H. without reserve, that God's word, and the experience of his affiicted people are against him. A precious Christ
under his present opinions, cannot possibly be the God of his peace ~
for, if pardon and forgiveness in reference to law-transgressions, are
of no utility or meaning, and that a debtor so circllm_tanced (as all
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the church of God are to an individual,) would not thank his creditor for such vain assertions; such a one cannot but think in the
dignity and consequence of his own mind, that he will keep his
thanks and acknowledgments in his own bosom, and not throw them
uselessly away. And as to his sins after converJion-hl:re the words
pardon and forgiveness shine; but, mind ye, not through the blood
and righteousness of Jesus, but from the meritorious prevalency of
his own person, under the chasti iog hand of God, in doing away the
guilt of them. How predominant, and what a creature of consequence is self, in all such subterfuges! Such a system of Christianity, Arians or Socinians would not have much objection to; for it
reduces Jesus, as the God of salvation, in his finished work to insignificancy, or at most only an half-saviour, and therefore in the end,
if true, must have a divided crown. Alas! alas! that M. K. H.
should so far forget himself! What conscious, feeling mind, I ,ask,
brought to a due sense of his delinquency, and the penalty of the
law which as a debtor he lies under; but who, with all his heart now
loves honesty and his liberty too, but would even in the temporal
matters when brought into the presence of his creditor and su~ety,
to hear the happy termination of his embarrassed circumstances, and
to feel a sudden relief to hisanxioils and afflicted mind. I say, What
individual so circumstanced merely in outward things" hut would not
from the overflowings of the gratitude and thaekfulness (If his heart,
make his acknowledgments to both.
The minutire of distinction, (1 call it so) as to the justice or injustice of so doing, would be a matter of little enquiry with him-and
who would attach blame to him for that? A heart teeming with
gratitude, drowns every other consideration, and the beart of every
beholder participates in his joys. BlIt if we take this to matters of
salvation, (and this is the point at issue) all distinction of creditor
and surety as 1 have said before, is buried in eternal silence, and
God becomes all in all.
Munchester, April 1830.
T. W.
(To he continued.)
--000-A

CARD TO THE EDITORS.

JAMES gives his Christian regard to the conductors of the Gospel
Magazine, should be glad to receive their thoughts upon a common
phrase made use of among our teachers of divinity, namely, "A
day of grace," given to man to work out bis own salvation.
REMARK.

IT is a horrid idea of men dreaming of a day of grace, no less so,
than the doctrine of.man's free-will to turn to God.
Let it be well remembered, the day of life is the day of grace, and
man's free-will is such, that the elect themselves, would go on to
harden their hearts more and more, if they were not turned back by
the gr6c~ of God.
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Salvation by grace alone, without any mixture, or concurrence 0
human deserving, is that grand discriminating feature, by which th
religion of Chri t tands distinguished from the religion of uncultivated nature, and the more plausible religion of mere philosophy.
Ask a heathen by what he expects to be saved? Ask a Mahometan ~
Ask a Jew and a Papist? likewise an unconverted Protestant?
Make the enquiry of a Deist, they will all concur in relying on God's
absolute mercy, or in placing man's goodness, and man's works, a!'.
the ground of acceptance with God. But the gospel knows nothing,
either of absolute mercy on one hand; or of justification, by works
on the other. It knows and discovers, no foundation, but the finished righteousness and the complete redemption of Christ; aud yet
so prone is man, to build on any basis, but that rock to which the
gospel points.
May 20, 1830.
EDITORS.
--OQO--

OBSERVATIONS RELATIVE TO THE PRESENCE OF JUDAS AT THE
SUPPER OF OUR LORD: INTENDED AS A REPLY TO THB REMARKS OF PHILEMON, LAYMAN, AND ADELPHOS.
(Continuedfrom p. 362.)
I WILL now, Mr. Editor, close with a word or two to AdeJphos. And
first of all, I remark that he has distorter! my words from their proper
meaning: he talks of my thoughts being written in such a d.ict~t~rial
manner, that they were as vinegar to the teeth. Now let aJudlclOUS
mind just compare our pieces "together, and between this nervous
writer and myself let you and your readers judge.
I do not know what Jack a'Janthorns can have to do with the elu~
ciuation of God's word, 01' other extraneous matter brought forward
by Adelphos; such conduct, I feel persuaded, can answer no valuable end, but on the contrary, hath a tendency to sour the mind, and
to call forth into action that nature which is the great burden of the
Christian, as such I shall pass by his ill-natured personalities; but
let him ask his own conscience, whether such a method has the approbation of the Searcher of Hearts, or will afford him the least pleasure in a dying hour.
Your correspondent's first eharge against me is, that I have questioned the veracity of God's word; this I must say is a barefaced
falsehood. Why did he not shew clearly wherein this was done? I
trust however that his remarks will not pass current with the spiritual readers of your Magazine, until they are backed with thus saith
the Lord.
As to'my being yOUBg and inexperienced. raised from some humble
station, this j not for Adelphos to judge; he ought to know there is
an authority which has declared, that great men are not always
tvise, neither do the ucred understand judgment- It should seem
young Elihu was quite able to reprove the probably grey headed
friends of Job. See his thirty-second chapter. As to being raised
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from some humble station, I bless the Lord that this is truth, even
from tHe very door of hell, the horrible pit, and miry clay; I trust
your correspondent knows something of the pains of spiritual birth,
and if so, we shall spend our time more to the glory of God and our
mutual profit in speaking and writing on the great grace and sweet
love of Jesus. Need I remind Adelphos tbat our blessed Redeemer
raised his apostles from very humble stations. It is of little matter
how low and mean the station of the sinner is, that is redeemed by
blood-the Lord's grace is sufficient, God's purpose of mercy is an
handful.
Allow me Sir to remind Adelphos, that 1 think on page 157, he
has flatly contradicted himself, when speaking of the practice of
bending the scriptures to our own inclination he thus writes, "I
do not mean to charge Ebenezer with this, but I do mean to say he
has, ifhis statement be correct, been guilty of a lible on the Holy
Ghost, yea, he has charged him with leaving the church of Christ in
darkness, relative to one of the most interesting moments of his
life." This I confess, could it be proved, is a weighty charge, but
Mr. Editor, I presume it cannot, and therefore must think that such
conduct ought to be reproved, seeing there is no such an idea can
with justice be deduced from my reasoning. I laid down a proposition which was, that if Judas was present at the Supper, and partook of the emblems, I inferred that Jesus addressed him, and that if
he addressed him in common with the other disciples he told him that
he died for him, and if so that the consequence was a support
given to the doctrine of Arminius. If my proposition was bad, my
conclusion was erroneous, but would fbiJ amount to any thing like
the above dreadful charge, of which I feel acquitted of in my conscience; but a little wisdom would discover surely the difference between an inference and a positive assertion. Thus if my statement
were correct, I could not be guilty of a libel upon the Holy Ghost.
One or two more remarks and I will close. Page 159, Adelphos
thus writes, " 0 Ebenezer what a strong hold of Arminiansm, are you
got into, to charge such things as these upon the evangelist." And
what charge is this? why, that I have said Luke is not explicit on the
ground, that he wrote from the testimony of others. This hath
offended your correspondent; and he then proceeds to interrogate
me, to which seven questions I will now return an answer.
1. 1 am asked, Have I never read his own modest and humble preface to his labour of love? To which I answer, I have many times,
and yet still contend that he was not an eye witness, but obtained the
things he wrote from the testimony of others.
•
2. I am asked, Where did I receive my information from? I repJy,
from the words of Luke himself, that very humble and modest preface to which Adelphos has referred.
With all due deference to the scholastic attainments of your correspondent, I beg to say, that according to the grammatical construction of this passage, Adelphos has erred. I suppose it is one ef the
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properties of grammar, that the relative (which) has a refereoct
that antecedent pronoun, where there is an agreement in perSOI
gender and number. If tbis is correct, it follows, that Adelphos I
wrong, as in thi case the agreement is with the "ronoun (they) <I1l11
Dot the pronoun (us) consequently Luke was not an eye-witnes.
But waving all rules of grammar, I would from the phraseology 01
the pa age itself, draw the same conclusion. Since if Luke wa
an eye-witness, what need was there that the things which he had
both seen.and heatd should be deJjvered unto him. I am therefore,
still fix'cl in my opinion, and in this particular I am borne out by
the c nelusions of some of the m(j)~t le rned in the church of God.
I confess } smiled at the thought of Adelphos charging me with
being in the strong hold of Arminianism, because I asserted that
Luke wrote from tbe testimony of others. Does this idea render his
gospel a wit less ptecious, assuredly not. However in this I do not
stand alone, my brother Philemon is implicated here, as it seems
he is agreed with me in regard to the subject.
Adelphos proceeds to observe, that such inconsistency he never
beheld before, ano then he immediately misrepresents my words by
declaring, that I have charged Jesus Christ with inconsistency.
This is a distortion of my words from theIr proper meaning. I
reasoned thus, that if Judas was present at the supper, and was addressed with the eleven without distinction, the sentiment arising
out of it would <!harge the Redeemer with inconsistency, but all this
at once vanishes into nothing by the admission of that view of the
subject for which. I have pleaded.
Yeur correspondent's conclusion I will now just notice, he, infers
page 160, That the conduct of the Redeemer at the Supper, and
that when he hung upon the cross were alike. In this, however, I
must differ from him, since in the one case he was speaking of the
whole church of Christ, for whom his body was given, and in the
latter case we find him praying for those very murderers who were at
that very moment reviling him; and I must add, although it may
expose me to the ridicule of Adelphos, that I believe every one for
whom our Lord prayed was saved, since his petitions are always prevalent, while we know that if Judas partook of the emblems of
Christ's death, in common with the other eleven, it was but a eating
and drinking to his own damnation, a practice which the apostle solemnly cautions the Corinthians to avoid. I conceive the difference
is great between our Lord praying for a distinct number of persons,
and his administration of the Supper to Judas, who he had pronounced a devil.
The last sentence of Adelphos begins by craving pity. because of
the weakness of his nerves, is wound up by charging me with being
a tyrant in the church, advocating the popish doctrine of excommunication j that my arrogance and self-confidence is not marvellous, if
I am habituated to deprive the Lord's little ones of their gospel privileges, because they do not exactly meet my wishes. These charges
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1 bless God I am perfectly free from, the great Searcher of Hearts
can bear me witness that his little ones are dear to my heart, he has
done so much for me that I never can but love the least traces of his
image, and as far as my poor labours go I trust they will ever be laid
out for the comfort and prosperity of the Lord's beloved Jerusalem.
Notwithstanding all the malevolent feeling which your correspondent has displayed, I have a higher authority than your correspondent to which I appeal. The criptures of my God call upon me to
withdraw from a brother who walketh disorder'.,,!, ee 2 Thess. iii.
6. I am admonished to reject an heretic after the fiT-1St and second
admonition. See Titus iii. 10. 1 am also commanded to receive
none nor bid them God speed, who bring not the doctrine of Christ,
See 2 John i. 10-12. But it seems that this threefold witness is but of
little weight with Adelphos; it strikes me he is one of those candid
good natured creatures, who in order to have a large church for the
gratification of his pride, would pass the boundaries of God's word
and huddle together in one heterogeneous mass, our mock Calvinists, Fullerites, Socinians, and new modelled Unitarians; no mat
ter what names, since they have all agreed to rob Jesus Christ;
should such be his company I envy him not, but would entreat him
to retire within his closet and beg pardon of the Lord for his unchristian mutilation of my statements, and the false charges he has prefered against Ebenezer; and I beg that he may have grace to come
forth hereafter with clearer eyes, a sounder head, an honester mind,
and a disposition free from prejudice. Yours ill the bonds of a well
ordered covenant.
Mm'ch, Cambridgeshire,
EBENEZER.
May 7, 1830.
--000--

COMPLETENESS IN CHRIST.

" And ye are complete in him."

THE apostle in calling up the attention of the church of God at
Coloss, to the glorious person and fulness of the Lord Jesus and
grounding the whole of their salvation to the freeness of grace in him.
He warns them against the vain philosophy of the world (fal ('Iy so
called) declaring in the sweet language of our scripture, " Ye are
complete in him." Who shall be competent to describe the unspeakable blessedness of such a truth, in all the comfort and consolation it
batb within its bosom, for the poor and needy family of our God,
who are the only ones that can possibly be interested therein, because " the Lord taketh pleasure in his people, he will beautify the
meek with salvation." Psalm cxlix. 4. This completeness in the
blessed enjoyment of it in their soul, will cause more joy, than the
time when corn and wine increase. Psalm iv. 7. combining as it cloth
all the fulness a God hath to bestow, with every want a sinner can be
in need of. Let, my brother, the subject be your every day song iu
tlte house of yoz~r pilgrimage, amidst all you meet with from within
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or from without I you will find it a sweet and blessed antidot
against all the wilderness woes you are exposed unto; and though a\l
nature should be convulsed, and you yourself feel the effects, yet will
it remain the same to endless years, and will form the one un varied
note of praise in the ages to come. Ephesians ii. 7.
" Complete in him." It is a subject angels desire to look into. I
Peter i. 12. " Complete in him ," - " The heavens are called to sing
and the earth to shout at what the Lord hath done." Isaiah xliv. 23.
" Hell may well tremble," Mark i. 24. but the saints shall rejoice.
Luke xxi.28. "Complete in him." Sweet thought! Death, hell, aud
the grave are all vanquished. Hosea xiii. ]4. 2 Heb. xiv. 15.
Let us stop. for one moment to review the foundation of this complet,eness, as it relates to the whole persons of the Godhead, who ill
their own eternal transactions designed the whole should be thus displayed for the glory of J ehovah's Christ, as made known in that "Everlasting covenant, ordered in all things and sure." 2 Sam xxiii. 5.
The covenant entered into by the Lord Jesus Christ, is the sum and
substance of Isaiah xlix. 8. and so well ordered is this covenant, that
it secures all for the glory of God; and the happiness of the church
in all the fulness of the Godhead, being made over unto them in the
person of Christ, who is called up by covenant engagement to be Jehovah's " Salvation unto the ends of the earth." Isaiah xlix. G.
Who or what are these " ends of the earth," but the one church of
our most glorious Christ, who in and of themselves are complete
sinners, from head to foot, as evidenced in the case of Magdalene,
Saul, and all those who are taught to know" that in their flesh dwelleth no good thing," Rom. vii. 18. and daily feel the need of a better righteousness than their own, and look for the bringing of a better
hope, which hope the gospel makes known in the completeness of
Christ; and how the love of the Father is displayed in this his unspeakable gift. What a view of this completeness does the prophet take, wheu speaking personally of the Lord, Jesus, ages before
the incarnation of the Son of God:
" The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, bccause the Lord hath
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek, he hath sent me
to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to them that arc bound.
To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all that mourn :
To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness, that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified." Isaiah
lxi. 1-3.
•
But we no less discover the love of the Lord Jesus in this great
completeness, in all that he has done, to "comfort the waste places
of Ziun," in the gift of himself; and by his oue act of doing and
dying, hath redeemed her unto himself, and by magnifying the law,
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it evel'la tingly honorable, wUl preserrt her, " withoQt

sPXl\, wrink.le, Of any. s,u~h. thing." Eph. v. 27. thus the law mak-

ing no demar>d
.. F<tr pl).)Jnen it ('annot twice tlemalldfir!lt at-IDY bleeding Sllrety'~ hallll,
And then <\glliu/l.t mine."

justice can have no clai01, but views the sinner 4\Ii being complete in
Christ, justified from all things from wh~ch they never coulcl be
" justified from by that I' w of Mose :' Act~ xiii.~. which is bl~s
sedly proved by the child of God beiog lec;l to -the fl,llnelill of the Lord
Jesus Chrtst, to receive therefruJJ:,l grace. for grace, Jotm i. 16.
Christ is th~ appoiQted way of appr<>;lch unto God, is cqnsecrated
and sealed as an high priest over th~ hous~ of God, and mage by him
unto his brethren H wisdom, and righteousness and saJ)ctification
and redemption." Joh!) vi. 27. Heb. K, 20. 1 Cor. i. 80. In looking over the remembrance of theforty-yem's in the wilderness, the
Lord hatllled us to humble us and to prove us. D(}ut viii. 2. there
has been no lack, the completeness of Ch,rist having supplied all our
need, and our present exigences can draw from the same s.ource, and
even when unbelief would lift the vei~ of futurity, and doubt the
faithfulness of a covenant God. Faith reverberates through the soul
the heart-cheering truth " ye are complete in him."
The completeness of Christ is only brought home-1 and made e11de,aring ullto the soul, by the Lord the Spirit, whose sole prerogative
it is to take of the things of Jesus, and reveal them unto his people,
thereby shewing the ancient love he hath borne with the Father
and the Son, towards the election of grace, as nature never could
nor never would have attained tuese things, without divine and
spiritual teaching. If we know any thing thereof we may be assured
it is the Lord's doing, and may well be marvellous in our ey~s" fo,
who bl\t him can open blind eyes and unstQP deaf ears, and cause the
stalRmering' tong~e to speak with plainness the interest he has in
the complete salvation of his God and Saviour.
Ye highly favoured children of Zion, how enviable is your state,
safely hrought through many of the storms and hurricanes of life,
having through gr~ce been constraine~ to leave the dark anti benighted paths of nature, to walk at large in the enjoyment of him
who is the Lord our righteousness, sheltered from the .torm which
overhang those who know not God nor obey the voice of the gospel,
and made sen ible that all you receive is from " the good will of
him that dwelt in the bush," your earthly comfort anti your heavenly
blessings flowing from the same source. How delightful is the prospect in looking orward to that period, when the heart string and
eye string shall snap in death, and the world recede from beneath the
feet, to have the first overwhelming view of eternity open to your
ravished .sight with complete in him. Yet my fellow traveller be
not too hasty, the will of your Heavenly Fath~r may be still to keep
VOL.
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thee a little longer ill this world of woe, but that will be well,
even the loo ening every pi with the " swellings of Jordan," sh
proclaim thc bles erlness of " complete in him." Nothing in lif' I
death will or can stop the saints boasting. Cheer up my brother, yll
belong it is evident to the ruined race of him who hath rendered tit
whole family incomplete. Yet you belong to the seed royal of heavl'll
who are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. Rom. viii
17. You may tell the Lord, that "to the praise of the glory of hI
grace ye are complete in him," Angels in their high station you <I"
not envy, for " ye are complete in him," who is the head of all
principalities and powers, Satan, that most inveterate foe, with all
his legions, you may defy. Your inbred corruptions, those hosts 01
hell which lurk within you, shall be dispossessed, for" ye are com
plete in him;" and further than this you shall go, ere long, in call
ing upon your good deliverer, whose name is Death, to do his duty
in knocking out the pin that now holds you to earth, because you cau
no longer be detained or kept from him in whom ye are complete,
and him who is not ,Complete without you.
Think upon these things, and the Lord give you an understanding
therein, and when living upon the enjoyment of this blessed completeness, may you remember before ~ mercy seat of God in Christ,
all the glorious building of grace, the creation of which have been
for the personal honour and aggrandizement of the one Lord Jesus,
A STRIPLING.
--000--

REPLY TO LAYMAN'S REMARKS ON A PIECE WRITTEN BY THOMAS
REED, IN THE MAGAZINE FOR MARCH,

IN meeting my antagonist, Layman, I desire to bow the knee before the Lord, that the weapons I am about to use, may not be carnal
but spiritual, and mighty through GOD, to the pullz'nl? do'(vn of
strong holds, casting down imaginations, and eve7'Ij high tMng that
eralteth itself against the knowledge of GOD j and bringing into
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5.
And I would the more earnestly entreat the Lord to bestow on me
this great blessing, under the firmest conviction that only what
comes of Him, and from Him, will be effectual to any good end.
TIle talk cif tlle/ip, saitb the LORD, tendeth only to penu,,:y, while
theJruit of the lip, which the Lord creates, teacheth knowledge. If
I might be permitted (unchanged with self.adulation) to say as
much, I would declare my object in answering my opponent, is
to declare the truth the LORD hath been pleased to teach me j without the vanity on the one hand to think I can instruct others, or
the being distressed on the other, because so few of even God's
own children embrace my views of the passa~e under consideration. And yet who shall undertake to say what may be the result
of our con trover y 1 I read that all tltings work together for
good to them that love God, to them who Q7'e the called according to
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lu's purpose: and being one of that blessed number, I may calculate upon what I advance under the direction of the Holy Ghost,
being of use to some of the royal family of the household of faith.
The Lord in mercy grant this, also for his holy namesake.Amen.
My opponent, Layman, is somewhat positive in his first and general remark on my piece, entitled " The glorious Testimony of
GOD fhe Father to Christ the ever blessed head of the Church :"
he says" the passage (from which I wrote, Is iah xliii. 4-7.) the
wriler EVIDENTLY mi understands." Friend Layman! (for perhaps before we have done, I may bave occasion to discover you to
be an unmeant friend in disguise, and I therefore call yOll friend)
be not so expressive of determination and decision in your remarks.
It woulJ better become you to say that" 1 myself, Layman, believe the writer misunderstands the pailsage." It may not be half
so clear to others of I he la£{y or clergy either, that the writer of the
essay in question " eviJently misundljrstands it." I will pledge
myself to bring forward some few spirjtual men whoJudlJe all things,
and yet are judged In! no other men, to declare Thomas Reed is
right, and Layman wrong; and from them you know, friend Layman, you will not gain the avowal of my eVI'dently ?msunderstanding the passage. We had better, therefore, not be too hasty
or decisive in determining ourselves to be right, lest we assume the
prerogati ve due to the spiritual readers of our controversy.
Friend Layman! I hope thou wilt not be very much offended,
when I tell tbee I could not help comparing thy mode of attack on
me to that adopted by that subtle adversary of God's truth, John
Wesley. I remembN ~ hen that mighty disputant in his own esteem, anirnadvencd on Mr.' Hervey's Theron and Aspasio, his
remarks were generally very laconic, and as far as sound went, very
decisive indeed. He could declare Mr. Hervey wrong by saying
in reply to his observations No! or NOT so! but as to shewing a
different and better view of the subject, that was pretty generally
far from him. Just so with you, Friend Laymun ; you have con·
demned my remarks, by saying I have committed " a capital mistake," in declaring the passage under consideration is the language
of God the Father to Christ, as the Head and Mediator of the
church, whieh I have endeavoured as much to prove a la assert;
you say, " it is the language of Christ to his people;" but how
it befits them we have not a single argument in proaL As for
some cause or other tbis happened to be omitted by you; I would
entreat your attention while I place the subject again before the
spiritual readers of the Gospel Magazine; who, as I said before,
are the only proper judges under the Lord's direction to decide
with whom the truth is.
For fear the passage in controversy may not be fresh in the recollection of our readers, I will now transcribe it. It runs thus;
" Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honorable
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and I have loved thec: therefore will I give men for thee, and
people for thy life. Fear not; for I am with thee: I will bring
thy seed from the east,. and gather thee from the west; I will say
to t~e north, give up; and to the south, keep not back.; bring
my son from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth j
even everyone that is called by my name; for I have created him
for my glory; I have formed him; yea ( have made him."
Friend Layman aims to prove me wrong from the connection
of this passage; for which purpose he runs back to the two closing
verses of the precedIng chapter, xlii. in whiCh he cannot see the
Lord Jesu~ Christ as spoken of, but the church addressed by Christ.
But here also I must take leave to difl'er from him: for the Jaoob
that was given for a spoil, and the Israel that Jehovah is declared
to have given to the robbers, is Jesus j and the scripture was fulfilled when be was delivered by the determinate counsel and fore~
knowledge of God, and with wicked !lands was crucified and slain:
and the further reading of these two verses sufficiently (at least to
me sufficiently) explain it so j for it is added " He hath poured
upon him," (i. e. upon the Jacob and the Israel before spoken of)
" the fury of his anger and the strength of battle; and it hath set
him on fire round about." Will Layman declare that this passage
hath to do with the church in any other sense than that she is
deeply ihtere~ted in and blessedly beaefited by the sufferings of
her Lord and Head? What did Christ ever pour on his church,
" the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle ?" This ia the
proper sense, if Layman is correct, that the words are Christ's address to his church. My bible acquaints me that the church were
the objects of Jesus " everlasting love ;" but how his everlasting
love to tbem consists with pouring out ~he fury qf his anger on tbem,
must be left for men with views of scripture like friend Layman's
to explain.
A relation is here made ofCbrist's end uran~e of eternal wratb from
the infliction of the whole on him, because they (his people) would
'flot walk in Ms ways, neither were they obed.ient to his law: and I
rejoice in the tomfort it brings my soul, that all the curses and
condemnations of the broken law were borne by him: so "that
there is no curse in the Ne'(q) Jerusalem, the church -of GoD; and
now no cOlldemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus. I triumph
in my inmost soul at the thoug ht that nil the waves and billows-of
Jehovah's fiercest wrath broke over and upon the head of the mail
.J hovah'g fellow. I live (and am looking forward to die) happy
in the contemJ'llation that my covenant GOD in Christ hath declared
concerning such as me, 1 will not be wrath untlt thee 1'tor rebuke
thee. And I further rejoice that such a {jeclaration from the GOD
against '(I)hom 1 have sinned, is as consistent with his justice, as it
is with his mercy. Whatever my dreadful debt of sin was, I know
it was all cleared off and paid by my adored Surety to the utmost
mite: and therefore as John the apo lie witnesseth GuD isfaitltfut
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(/rld just to forgive me my sills; and notwithstanding I feel the
seeds of every sin, yea the flower and fruit of every sin in my
wholly polluted nature; yet I am looking for the crown of r'ighteousness, which Paul declared Jehuvah the 1'ighteousjudge would
give at tbat glorious day of his appe.n·illfi.
Had I the tl,ne, or if I thou-4bt the spiritual readers of the gospel Magazine, would bave paticn 'e, I would further aim to stlew
the beautiful connexion of th tI ree fir I verses of the forty-third
chapter, with the two la~t oftbc fOrty.seeolld: hut on both accounts
] decline it, and proceed to justify, as th LORD may be graciously
pleased to enable me, my former s atement of the sense ot the passage now in controversy.
And now I ask friend Layman to explain, agreeable to his views
of the passage in question, what can be meant by Christ's statement, (for he says the words are Christ's to his church) Since thou
(the church) was pl'ecious in 11~Y sight, thou (the church) hast been
honourable, and 1 have loved tha '? I say tell me, Friend Layman,
in what the church can be said to be hOllorable, since she was first
precious in the sight of Ohrist? An honorable person I take to be,
one that is faithful to any trust reposed in him, or one who fulfils
any engagements into which he may enter. I say I take an honarable person to be this; for as to the empty and fulsome title of
hOllorable and right hnllorable, that men confer on each other, without an exemplifying an honorableness of conduct suitable thereto,
the appellation is wretchedly out of place indeed. 1'0 men, however,
who are true to trusts reposed in them, or who punctually perform
their own engagements, the word h(morable i suitably applied.
Let this be confessed as the meaning of tbe term, and I ask when
or in What sense can the church be said to be honorable"l She has
had no trust reposed in her, as GOD himself, by the Jemanite declares, Behold! heputtethnotrustinhissaints. Job. xv. 15. And
it is the church's great mercy GOD never did, nor ever will put
trust in her, for being well taught by the Holy Ghost her faithless_
ness in herself, she is glad to learn that as nothing is given her in
trust, so nothing is required as proof of her trust. worthiness. She
looks up with joy and pleasure to him who first, who alway , who
only trusted in Chl'ist, and viewing the faithful keeping of all that
was committed to him, she knows his high capability of rendering
full account of all to him, who committed all things into his hand.
She knows her person, and her grace, and her glory blessedness
was put into infinitely safer and better bands than hers, when it
pleased God to give her all spiritual blessings in Christ, before the
world began. As GOD never put trust in her to hold to faithful
use and distribution, her own grace or glory blessedness, so neither
did GGD receive any promise, or engagement at her hands, which
she might prove dishonorable in breaking. We read, indeed, of
her makiog a covenant, but it is said to be with death, and with
hell ~he was at agreement; but this GOD declares (and very mer-
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cifully declares) he will break, and tllat it shall not stand. Hill
the covenant in which all h r blessedness is secured, is expressly
said to be made with Chnst, GOD'S fellow, and GOD'S chosen. And
as I have endeavoured to shew in the piece friend Layman so mer·
cilessly attack', Christ the covenanter hath kept true, yea fully
true to his every engagement: and this hath enstamped on him
as her eov nant engager, and covenant fulfiller, an IWl10rable cha.
racter. Such as 1 contend (notwithstanding all friend Layman hath
said, but not proved to the contrary) the Father gives his Christ (ill
his mediatorial character) in the pass'lge under consideration. To
talk about the church's honorableness, otherwise than as she stands
in union with her LORD, and has all interest in his glorious work
of salvation; is no less than robbing Christ of his just tIne,
and dignifying at his ex pence, a creature utterly fallen, and polluted. Had the pa sage declared the contrary to what it does, and
read " Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been SINFUL, and yet I have loved thee ;" 1 would, (as far as this member
of the passage goes) have never contended the point, but have
taken the part of friend Layman, and urge the propriety of its
wholly belonging to the church: but speaking as it does of honor and
not sin, 1 retreat at immeasurable distance from the character as
pertaining to myself, and gladly find its proper place in the sacred
person ofthe LORD JESUS. To him it truly belongs in consequence
of bis faithfulness in tbe fullest observance of all precepts, and uttermost endurance ofal! the curses of the broken law. To him it
truly belongs in consequence of faithfully keeping his church in
union to his everblessed self. To him it truly belongs, for receiving and holding for his church what GOD, that cannot lie, pl'ornised
them bifore the world began, and also in most faithfully imparting
for ever the whole fulntilss thus treasured up in him, to the enriching, and making, an, keeping- blessed, the whole election of grace.
Oh most honorable Head! Hu band! Daysman! Kinsman! Redeemer! Lord! and Chrisl! my heart proclaims thee this day only
wortby and ever worthy what thy Fatber, and lily Father, thy GOD
and my GOD, hath in tbis sweet passage said concerning thee: to
his testimony 1 set my firmest seal; for he saith, since THO U wast
precious £n my sight, THOU hast been nOllorable, and I have lo'ved
THEE.
1 am fearful, friend Layman will uot well approve my catechizing him, but 1 am about to ask him another question of no less importance than tbe one just now put to him, which is, how he will
explain according to his views of the passage under consideration,
being the address of Christ to his church, the next clauses of the
tex t " therefore will- I give men for thee, and people for thy life?"
What mcu were ever given for the church, or what people for he?'
life? I read (and think I understand wbat 1 read) that Paul should say
Christ loved the dun'cA and gave himselffor it; and again, he declares Christ loved me and gave himselljor me, but I now here read
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of men being given for the church, or people for her life; and
wcre it sb stated I confess I could not discover its accordance with
the general tenor of the revelation of GOD. Men given for the
church! 'Vhy of what avail would they be to her? Suppose all
the worlci and, all worldly men were given for her: in God's account they are reputed less than nothing and vanity, and would
~OD either give such things, as things of advantage to her, or (what
IS worse to suppose) giv all such things for hei, or in her stead.
No! friend Layman, the world and all the men of it, are in the
hands of the wicked one, who is especially called the god if tillS
reodd, and the prince of the powe1' of the air. From whom GOD'S
chur~h a~'e everlastingly distinct and with whom (except in
the little Intercourses of human life) they have nothing to do.
They are baubles too trifling for GOD to bestow on those he loves
in Christ; and though he makes the people of the world, and even
(with hellish reluctance) the god of this world serve them, yet with
them and bim they are unconnected, and are the people that dwell
alone, and are not reckoned among the nations.
.
And peoplejor thy life. Will friend Layml!n kindly tell us for
what, or when the church's life was either demanded or given?
Her eternal life Christ is-her spiritual life is imparted at regeneration-her natural life it is well she loses, that she may comprehend her spiritual, and rise to the full enjoyment of her eternal life
in Christ. Her life, therefore, is preserved and hid with Christ in
GOD, and when Christ who is bel' life snail appear she is promised to appear with him in glory.
I repeat therefore my
question, when, or for what purpose the life of the church is
either demanded or given? You say, friend .Layman, Christ says
to his church I will give people for t/~y life. You surely will
give up the point to me here, seeing the church's life is preserved to her notwithstanding all her degeneracy and vileness, and
by consequence this people is ungiven; for her life is retained. This must be the conclusion on your 'own premises, however contradictory to the absolute declaration of GOD-" I will
give people for thy life." Perhaps then, friend Layman, on ccond consideration, you will be disposed to think mill may be
the justest interpretation, frolll a wanl of harmony, and v n truth,
in yours. I have proved what all the church well know, lhat Jesu's
life was demandcd and given, and that Jesu hath told us plainly
for what purpose and entl. 1 lay it down, (aith he) for the
sheep: for the men that the Father gave him out of the world,
made his by prQmisc, and by purcha e: whose indeed they are
for ever.
(To be conclttdrd in the ne:l:t 1Iumber.)
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THB TRAINING OF A CHILD.

(Continued from pa$e 310.)
IT was last observed, that, though the child may have been long JI
darkness, yetforwaret he must go! and the darknes~ he is approaching is as darkness itself. The enemy to his peace, whose element
this is, having discovered that" the law in the child's members,
which warreth against the law of his mind, has brought him into captivity to the law of sin which is in his members j " seizes this opportunityto throw his fiery darts into the already distressed mind of the child,
by suggesting the most filthy, abominable, profane, vile, .and blasphemous thoughts, his satanic nature can generate. The barrassed soul i
distressed beyond measure; he has sin wi.hin all in commotion-devils of the foulest discription at his ear without, and his Lord-hi
all! obscured from his view by thick darkness. So incessant are
these awful suggestions, that his mind his wholly engrossed by them;
and so powerful are they, that, the devil reproacheth him with the
blasphemy, Psalm xliv. 16. and to his utter dismay and gr'ef, he is
more than nine-tenths persuaded, that they originate with himself;
and at times he is obliged to hold his breath, or stop his mouth with
his hand, lest he should, in the most devilish language, blaspheme
that God, whom he would give his life not to offend. Those unclean spirits are indefatigable in their endeavours to constrain the
child to believe, that he is in principle, and will be in pra.ctice as
opportunities offer, every whit as black as their abominable suggestions. This is the grand aim of the t'nemy; and which he strove to
accomplish in Job, by the instrumentality of his loving wife. Job
ii. 9. These, indeed, are fiery darts, wbich convince the stripling of
the cross, that he is "wrestling not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, l!gainst spiritual wickedness in 'the high places' of his imagination." Eph.-vi. 12.
This is a new and altogether a severely trying path to be trained
in; the darkness that envelops his mind-the dreadful howlings of
the " roaring lion," and his satanic seed-and the eruptions of indwelling sin, com-inces the object of their malice, that he is passing
through their dominions, even " the shadow of death, the phice of
dragons;' Psalm xliv. 19. "the habitation of devils, the hold of
every foul spirit, and of every unclean and hateful bird." Rev. xviii.
2. His soul is driven to the highest pitch of distress .n this horrid
place of blasphemous reproach-to turn back, or to the rigllt hand,
or to the left, he dare not: to go forward, hell opposes and fixes him
to the spot for a time; " the snares of death prevent me." Psalm
xviii. 5. What can he do in this extremity? nothing I but cry mightily unto the God of his sal vation. "0 Lord I beseech thee deliver
my soul from the power of the dog, save me from the lion's mouth,
in the multitnde of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation
deliver me out of the mire"- out of the filth of abominable thought,
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"and let me not sink.-deliver me out of deep waters," from "the
voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth, by reason of the
enemy and avenger." Psalm xliv. H;.
Tried soul take courage, and look to the Lord from whence alone
thy help cometh, Psalm xlvi. 1. he will send from above and draw
you out of deep waters and deliver you from the strong enemy. Thy
best friend, thy brother, who was born for thy adversities, in all thy
afflictions he is afflicted, and himself 5its at the furnace as refiner, to
purify the SOilS of Le vi." Mala. iii. 3. He will not suffer the heat
thereof to be more than the strength he imparts to ben I' it. "As is
thy day so shall thy strength be." Understand thou thy Lord's design in these fiery temptations, and "in patience possess ye your
sou!'''
Next to comincing the child of his everlasting interest in a crucified Saviour; the Holy Spirit's design is to divest him of all conceit
of his own wisdotn, goodness and strength ;-of his ability to think
a good thought, speak a good word, or perform one good action acceptable to God wit bout his divine aid; in fact, to divest the man
wholly of himself; that he may learn to live by faith on the fulness
of Christ, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge-having received eternal life from him, lie" should not henceforth live unto himself, but unto him who died for him and rose
again." 2 Cor. v. 15. For which purpose, tbe Eternal Spirit, has
brought him into and "covered him with the shadow of death, and
sore broken him in the place of dragons." Psalm xli\'. 19. In passing through this abode of " the rulers ef the darkness;" he looses
all conceit of himself in feeling, as he does, that the vileness
and filthiness of sin, has most awfully contaminated soul, spirit, and
body.
But it is his unspeakable mercy, that he hath already experienced,
that" the precious blood of Christ, cleanseth from all sin; and that
he is made unto him,-wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and
redemption." The bare remembrance, in this severe trial, of this
blessed ground of his hope-the Lord's former loving kindness to
him, prompts a fervency of spirit to supplicate the Lord to deliver
him. "0 my God, my soul is cast down within me, therefore will
I remember thee from the land of Jordan and of the Hermonites,
from the Hill Mirza, I will say unto God my rock, why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the
enemy?" Psalm xlii. 6-9. Thou art not forsaken, distressed
child; thy Lord is directing every step you take. Prov. xvi. 9. The
spirit of prayer and of supplication with which you are intreating thy
God for support and deliverance, himself hath poured out upon yOIl,
and he will ever have respect to the work of his own hand, "His
Spirit beareth witness with your spirit that you are a child of God."
This is the highest testimony the Lord can give you of your everlasting union unto him. And he will now bring to your remembrance
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the days of your espou als-the ~Iadness of your heart; from which
ev:dence of your" noble birth," he enables you to appeal to God
whoga~e it, and to appeal to his mercy and faithfulness to acknowledge it, Rud to comfort you in this time of need. "Look dowll
from heaven, and behold from the habitation of thy holiness and at
thy glory; where is thy zeal and thy strength, the sounding of thy
bowels and of thy mercies toward me? are tbey restrllLned? doubtless thou art our Father-thou, 0 Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; thy name is from everlasting." Isaiah lxiii. IS, 16. Thu~
the training child stays him upon the God of his salvation in his distress, and pleads with him as his only hope and refuge; "as
strength to the poor, as strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge
from the storm, a shadow from the heat (of fiery temptations,)
when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall."
Isaiah xxv. 4.
This ability to cleave unto, and this earnestness in pleading with
the Lord, is an indication that deliverance is at hand. He seeth all
that the enemy hath done unto thee, aud " he will bruise Satan under your feet shortly," and bring you off from this conflict more than
conqueror over sin, death, and hell, through him that hath loved and
gave himself for you The child by this fiery trial, is pretty well
convinced of the malignity and of the damning nature of sin; and
of the contamination the slightest touch eommunicates,-ofthe impossibility of aught that is Dot of and from God, to be any other than
sin. Rom.·xiv. 23. And of the heart.sickening, soul-sinking horrors of eternal misery his precious Saviour hath delivered him from;
and of the amazing suffering it must have cost his "Beloved Son,"
to rescue his captive soul from the mighty, and deliver the prey from
the terrible! Isaiah xlix. 25. And though last, not least-ability acquired by this training to appreciate in some small degree, the infinite blessing of being an object of everlasting love! Thus taught of
God, and thus blessed, his faith is increased, and·he feels a growing
confidence which in love constrains him to cleave closer unto the
Lord as his only hope and stay.
And the Lord is not unmindful of the crying of his children, they
are ever precious in his sight. Isaiah xliii. 4-.. He now gathercth to
him, elf his mighty power, ariseth and takes hold of shield and
buckler, and pours out his indignation upon these Amalikites, wi~h
whom he has sworn he will have war from generation to generation.
Exodus xvii. I~. "For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing
of the needy, now will I arise saith the Lord; I will set him in safety frQm him that puffeth at him." Psalm xii. 5.
The devil is rehuked, and the Lord answers his oppressed child in
the joy of hi heart; applies his word with power to his soul, which
describes his tate and communicates instruction in this time of
need. "Who is among you that feareth tIte Lord, that obeyeth
the voice of his servant,-" that walketh in darkness and hath no
light? let him trust in the l1alne of the Lord and stay upon his God."
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(Isaiah I. 10. Herein is advice from the court of hea\' n-" Trust
in the name of the Lord and stay upon thy God!" And the Lord
communicates power to obey; the child not only sees hi refuge,
but feels the succor given to be reviving and solacing to his wearied
soul. The old serpent, with all his train of foul spirits has fled at
the rebuke of him, who will make his enemies feel, that, in touching his children, they touch the apple of his eye. And the stripling
soldier at once emerges from out of the shadow of death, into the
light and liberty of the refreshing presence of hi gracious God, who
again shines into his soul, and gives him renewed tokens of his everlasting love!
And that he should not be ignorant of the usefulness ofthi unlooked
for trial, that both amazed him, and made his soul cleave unto the
dust; his Almighty Trainer informs him, that-CC By these thing,
(believing) men live, and in all these things is the life of their spirits."
Isaiah xxxviii. 16.
Though delivered from the overcoming power of the rulers of the
darkness; yet, the training warrior must not indulge an inference,
that the attack will not be renewed. No," I will put enmity between thy seed and her seed." This decides the point; " t here can
be no concord between Christ and Relial." It must be ever to the
last breath! The stripling has enlisted; buckled on the armour;
entered the field of conflict; and fight he must; nor dare he put off
the armour of God, until he has one foot raised to land him on the
threshold of glory, when he may take a moment, while he is chopping
the coat of mail, to exultingly exclaim "I have fought the good
fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth
there is laid up for me a. crown of righteousness, which the Lord the
righteous Judge shall give me at that day j" therefore" thanks be
unto God, which giveth me the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ."
(To be concluded in our ne:t·t.)
--ODD--

To the Editurs 0/ the Gospel MagazlIIe.
THE P.I!lRNICIOUSNESS OF ERROR WHE
COUNTEN'ANCJ<~O I3V OREAT
NAMES AND AUTHORITIHS.

A reproof elltereth more into a wise man than a hundred stripE' illt"

It

fuul.-

PRaY. XYII. 10.

My

DEAR SIRS,

WE find from all history that tlle religious atmosphere has always
been more or less impregnated with pestilential error; and there
certainly is no la;.ck of it in the improved age of generally diffused
knowledge in which we live. It abounds on eyery side, And ought
not the simple and unwary to be faithfully warned? must not the
"vain and unruly talkers" be checked in rtheir subverting work?
It appears to me to be the duty of everyone who has the discernment to detect. error, and the ability to expose it; to do so without

416
THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
fear or affection; and however un thankful the task, and however It
expose me to the ill-will of those who hate to be reproved, 1 alii
determined, by God's help, never to flinch from it. Therefore it j
that I again prc ent myself to your readers in the invidious charactcl
of a censor, a character at all times useful if exercised with impar.
tiality.
A little time ago 1 was told that a gentleman from London was to
preach at a certain chapel. The preacher is called a high Calvinist.
By the dye, I dont like this appellation; for I think there are a good
many who go by this name, and yet are not humble and self-denying
Christians. But let me not be mistaken here; I am not for mock
humility; that proud humility which the pharisee of every age and
clime affects, in order to palm offhis deceptions upon the unsuspecting and ever credulous multitude; but that genuine and dignified
humility which invariably follows upon a deep sense of distinguishing grace and mercy in the calling and conversion of a sinner to
God. A good deal of this fine feeling is expressed in the words following: Why have I found grace in thine eyes, seeing I am a
stranger." "Lord, how is it that thou will manilt-~t thyself unto
us, and not unto the world?" Many similar expressions of it are to
be found in the scripture. But I have digressed, and must now return :
I went to hear the preacher, and, among many good things misplaced, he enunciated this most unwarrantable and strikingly false
proposition; namely, That our Lord Jesus Christ was not in a
justified state whilst he was upon earth! I When the reader has recovered a little from his astonishment at such an astounding sentiment,
he will naturally enough enquire where any man could find any thing
in the word of God to c.ountenance such an abominable assertion. I
can only so far satisfy such an enquirer as to tell him what was on
this occasion advanced in support of it; for I do most firmly believe
tbat all such unhallowed and mischievous notions are entirely unsupported by holy scripture. He said that our Lord "was delivered
for our offences and raised again for our justification ;" and from
this precious portion of divine truth, he iUferred, falsely and without
the shadow of reason, that our Lord was not justified, or, to use his
own words, was not in ajustifted state, till after his resurrection.
There are some persons who, when they have made up their mind
to a conclusion, do not mind jumping over a little barrier word or
two. This is remarkably the case with our preacher. He evidently
overlooked that it was for" our offences," and for" our justification," and concludes as if it had been written for his offences and
for his justification. This short and obvious remark so completely
discovers the fallacy, that it is scarcely needful to call in the aid of
the apostle to vindicate so plain a sentence from so glaring a perversion. However, for the complete destruction of the preacher's false
inference, afld also for the confirmation of the truth, let the apostle
be allowed. to explain himself; and he does it most satisfactorily in
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these words-" He died the Just for the unjust;" tltat is, the
righteous one for us unrighteous ones. See also Romuns v. 18, ]9.
He advanced another argument which he evidently considered conclusive on the point; namely:
That our Lord Christ, during the tlays of the flesh, lay under t.he
imputation of ~in; and, therefore, could not be in a justified state.
It was this way of arguing that deceivetl him, and carried him on to
such a fearful conclusion. Alas 1 that men who stand up to preach
the gospel should he so unskilful in the word of righteousness. One
would have thought that almo t any tyro in theology could have distinguished between a person having sin imputed to him, and heing
himself a sinner. The imputation of guilt to the Holy Surety did
not, nor could it, make him personally guilty or unrighteous; he was
Jesus Christ the righteous then, as he was before, and will be forevermore. If he had been otherwise he could not have been a pure
and suitable and sufficient offe'rillg for the expiation of the sin and
guilt of his church. But it may be asked, if the imputation of sin
did not render him unrighteous, how could there have been any
legal claim upon him? how could he have been obnoxious to the
curse of the law? The beauty and blessedness of this wonderful
transaction lies here, in that he voluntarily puts himself under it, in
the room of his people, and in their place and stead endured the
curse in full weight and measure as it was due to them on account
of sin.· This is the strongest possible expression of love; while wc
were,yet sinners" Christ," the HOLY ONE, "died for us." We were
the sinners, whilst he, under the imputation of our sins~ endured
the suffering. This matter is most fully expressed in a single text
of scripture, 2 Cor. v. 21. which I believe might, and I think ought
to be read thus: ., For ha hath made him who knew no sin, a silloffering for us; that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him."
I cannot, at present, think that Christ, "The Holy One, was made
a lump of sin, as some good men appear to have supposed, because
sin cannot have any abstract existence; it is the acting transactions
of an intelligent accountable creature, contrary to God's righteous
law; and sinfulness, the source whence it arises in us, is the attribute of a sinner. But never had the Holy Lord Jesus Christ, at any
period of his everlasting existence, such an attribute. Let me not
be accounted arrogant or assuming, if I here adopt the apostle's address to Timothy, namely: "Consider what I say, and the Lord give
thee understanding in all things."
But, as I have mentioned abstraction, I would wish to say a word
or two more on it. It seems plain to me that there can be no such
thing as an abstract personal attribute. Abstract, mentally, from
fny individual, the attribute of strength, or beauty, or kindness, and
it vanishes momentarily into a non-entity. But the manbood is not
destroyed by the abstraction or removal of either, or all, of these attributes; so that a man's attributes are not essential to his being.
i
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But the atlrihutes of God ar~ e sential to his very existence
\
god without wisdom, holiness, justice, or truth, would be no God
and these attributes. abstract from Goel, what are they? why truly
nothing. It i true they are often personified witFi great and beau! i
ful effect hy poets and orators; but still they can have no real all
stract existence. The Lord Jesus Christ in his very being and c~
sence is essentially God as well as nlan. Divest him of his attributes, such as omniscience, holiness, righteousness, and where shall
wc look for his Godhead? it would be then impossible to consider him
any more as God. But he would not and did not undeify himself,
and it is his church's happiness to be assured that none can undeify
him. When he became incarnate, he fully retained all his essen.
tially divine attributes, and was as much the Almighty God during
that state of humiliation as he was before all worlds. This is a great
mystery I own; but it i not the less true and real because I cannot
comprehend it; the reality of its existence is assured by the reveal cl
will of God, and that is truth.
It has been the pra.ctice in some places to consider the humanity
of our Lord as abstract from his divinity. In those plflces he is represented as throwing his divinity into the back ground, as emptyin~
himself of it, 'and living a life of absolute dependence, like any other
human being; to have been born into the world' in a sta e of utter
ignorance like " a wild asses colt;" to have received all his knowledge in divine things from the written word by the tuition of the
Holy Ghost; in short, to have been a mere passive instrument in the
hand of Jebovah, in doing and in suffering upheld by a power not
essentially his own. Whether this be right judge ye.
I shall not now engage in a formal refllfjluion of notions so unfounded and derogatory to my Lord's mysterious character, but
merely ask, If he was not personally God, and in the full possession
and exercise of all the attributes of Godhead, as well as personally
man, yet not two persons, but" by unity of person," one Christ;
if he was not this wonderful, Almighty, complex person when he
obeyed, and suffered, and died upon earth, What can his obedience
and suiferings and death avail me (If any other creature?
The dividing or seperating the humanity of Christ from his divinity, and viewing him, even in his deepest humiliations, as a human
person, and ascribing certain acts to his humanity, irrespective of
his essential divinity, is, I am persuaded, a most dangerous practice.
I have long thought so, but am now more than ever confirmed in
the conviction, by knowing lately from authority which I cannot
doubt, that the far greater part of the congregation of the late Mr.
S. E. Pierce, are become Sabellians! that is, di~believers in the
distinct and proper personalities in the unity of the self-existent essence. This inform,ation at first surprised me. because I knew that
this good man had heen, throughout his distinguished ministry, a
sincerely professed stickler for the all-impqrtant doctrine of the Holy
" Trinity in Unity."-But the greatest men arc not infallible; and
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t he mistakes, or mistatements, if such as are regarded as authorities
safe to follow are very dangerous things. Whatever statements inculcate or countenance the separation of Christ from a person in this
Trinity in which "none is afore or atter other, none is greater or
less than another; but the whole three persons are co-eternal together, and co-equal;" all such statements are ure to lead to a "confounding of the persons" and a setting forth of Christ as a fourth,
but human person, acting as a kind of dependent deputy God. It is
painful to be obliged to make use of such expressions. That there
are passages of this description to be found in the writings of Mr.
Pierce is too true, and they ought to be pointed out in order to warn
the simple reader against imbibing false and pernicious views of the
mort imporlant article of our most holy faith. I shall present an
instance or two from the Commentary on Psalm xci. :
The Messiah was the subject of the love and delight of the Holy
Trinity. "He was secured and guarded by them." Again;" The
great Jl!lessiah, as such, was covered and protected by the essential
Three whose covenant with him, was his foundation for trusting in
them." One cannot help suspecting that " the school authors" have
had a hand here. Here are the e8sential three and the Messiah,
which makesjour. This is separating Messiah or " Christ, in whom,"
it is expressly said, "dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily," or personally or substantially from the Holy Trinity, or the
essential Three, which, if it is not the essence of Sabellianism, leads
directly to it; for this heresy consists in a " confounding of the
persons," all together. Such expressions as these: ., The divine
Father-" The 7Jtan of God"-" His divine Father," are, in my
opinion, calculated to lead the mind the same erring-way. I could
select many more passages of a similar cast, from the same production, which a rather partial judge must pronounce a verbose and
overdone work; but I have no pleasure in dwelling on any author's
deformities, and shall therefore gladly turn to take some other wnter
which presents truth in its beautiful proportions and symmetry. Jt
is much to be lamented that all this writer's statements had not been
made in perfect accordance with the follo\ving excellent, luminous,
and beautiful passage. But, alas! What uninspired author is so
happy as to be always consistent with himselt: I quote from the
Commentary on Psalm cxlvi.
" Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope
is in the Lord his God."
It is the revelation which God hath made of himself in Christ, that
lays the foundation of all faith and hope in him. His love, mercy,
l\is holiness and truth, his wisdom and power, his justice and compassion, all shine forth in him. And that person'is perfectly happy,
who, under the divine teaching of the Holy Spirit, renounces all hope
and confidence in the flesh, and rests wholly and alone in the God
ofJacob. ourmostprecinus Lord Jesus Christ. He whose hope is in
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the Lord his God, the) JolyThree in the one incomprehensible essence,
to save with nn everlasting salvation and to bless with an everlasting
blessing; that sinner, be he who or what he may, who believeth ill
Christ for life everlasting, he is happy; he cannot be otherwise; he
having the God of Jacob for his help; he having his hoped fixed on
the Lord his God; so far as he lives in the real belief of this, he is
truly happy; for the Lord his God liveth for ever; there is no change
in him; he is the Creator of heaven and earth. At all times the
Godhead of our Christ is brought forth in the Holy Scriptures to encourage our faith and hope in him. Under proper views of the subject set before us in these verses (the first six verses of the one-hun·
dred and forty-sixth psalm)we may see the great propriety ofrenouncing all creatures, and creature help, and trusting only and wholly in
the Lord Jesus Christ, the ever-living, ever-blessed God-man."
" The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind." All the elect are
born into this world blind, dead, lost, and sinful. It is the royal prerogative of Christ Jesus to open their blind eyes, and bring them out
of darkness into his marvellous light."
" The Lord shall reign for ever, even thy God, 0 Zion, mito all
generations." Jesus Christ, the head of his Church, the Saviour of
his church; is lehovah, a person in Jehovah? he is the Lord God
omnipotent, and he shall reign for ever, and that as Zion's God, even
to all generations. Here is everlasting consolation, Jehovah-Jesus,
Zion's King and God, liveth and reigneth, King of kings and Lord
of Lords, for ever."
These and all such like" pleasant words are as honeycomb, sweet
to the soul ll11d health to the bones." But all statements which
degrade the Lord Jesus, by robbing him of his essentially divine
honours and glories, are like poisonous herbs and bring death into the
pot. The ministry of the Holy Ghost is to glorify Christ. If this
truth were kept constantly in view, and a holy jealousy exercised for
the honour of our matchless Lord, when we read the compositions
of men, we should easily distinguish the bad from the goo~, and
should deal with it accordingly. Truth lies in a very little compass;
and therefore in a multitude of words it is much if something be not
said wrong. Our Lord's admonition is worthy of constant attention,
" Take heed how ye hear," and may I not add, how you read the
writings of uninspired men. I remain, my dear Sir, yours in the
love of the truth.
July SO, UliiO.
A LAYMAN.
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PROPHETICAL CALCULATIONS.

FROM the tenth chapter of Revelations.-And I saw another mighty
angel come down from heaven. cloathed with a cloud, and a rainbow
was upon his head, and his face wu as it were the sun, and his feet as
pillars of fire,
And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right
foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the arth,
And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roarcth; and when he
had cried, seven thunders uttered their voice,
This mighty angel appears to be the angel of the covenant, he
appeared about 1666 years after Christ, and this number agrees with
the marginal number of the first cbapter of Isaiah 760, the prophetic
time for that number is 3737.
And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about
to write: and I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me, seal up
those things, which the seven thunders uttered, and write them not.
And the angel which I saw stand .upon the sea, and upon the earth, ,
lifted up his hand to heaven,
And sware by him that liveth for ever, and ever,-that there
should be time no longer:
But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall
begin to sound, the mystery of God shall be finished; as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.
\ The time of the seven thunders uttering their voices will be about
165 years. Then will the sixth trumpet sound, or the second woe is
past; and behold the tbird woe comes quickly.
And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again,
and said, Go and take the little book which is open in the hand of
theangel,And I went unto the angel, and said unto him Give me the little
book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up.And I took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up ;
and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey: and as soon as I had
eaten it my belly was bitter.
.
It appears to me the sixth trumpet, or the second woe, will pass
about 1831, and the third woe will come quickly, or about 1839, or
thereabouts. It appears at the close of the sixth trumpet the daughter
\ of Babylon will be destroyed, and Israel will be redeemed. If you
will apply to the fiftieth chapter of Jeremiah, you will finrl matter
enough to satisfy every understanding mind, and more so, if you ean
decypher the marginal number standing against it, but without that
you will be little the nearer.
And he said unto me, Thou must prophecy again before many
people, and nations, and tongues and kings, (that is) when the
seven vials are shed, they will prophecy again, as the seven thunders
will destroy the Babylonish power at the close of the sixth trumpet;
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so will the seven vials destroy the branches of that power when tilL
seven trumpets sound.
P. S. Mcs rs. Editors, I return you my sincerest thanks for tllt
great eulogiums you have passed upon m'e; I must consider myself
unworthy to break the seals of prophecy, but if I am called upon so
to 00, I must obey. Your intellects are strong enough, if properly
applied, and as the time is the only means to attain that knowledge,
for want of that you are at a loss. Yours, &c.
Little Park Street, New Road.
R. ASLIN.
August 6, 1830.

--aaa-ON February 25, 1831, a great solar eclipse will t~ke place; also on

May, 15, 1836, the sun will be considerably darkened; and another
of the same opacity will beon the 15th of ;Vlarch, 1859. But a most
remarkable one will take place on February 3, 1916; this will be
the greatest eclipse visible in England, till after the year 2000, for in
an instant there will be a total concealment of the sun's light.
---000---

Ta tlie Editors of the Gospel Magazine.
OBSERVATIONS ON THE DEVONSHIRE MINISTER.

MESSRS. EDITORS,
UNKNOWN as I am to you, and you to me in the flesh, yet I trust we
are known of the Lord; and there is that degree of love arises in my
mind towards you as arises in the children of God towards each other.
I would just say, I love you, because you love my Saviour; and I
desire to return you my bumble, sincere, and hearty thanks, for the
many refreshing seasons which I have experienced while perusing
your Magazine for the last few months, and 1 assure you my heart is
often filled with gratitude, my eyes flow in tears of love and joy, and
my tongue is elevated with praise and thankfulness to the Almighty
for enriching your Magazine with such rich repasts of his grace,
mercy, love and truth.
I do not mean to point out anyone piece, time, or correspondent
in particular, suffice it to say, the reading of your Magazine has been
greatly blessed to my soul, inasmuch as it has been the means of enlightening mine eyes, and giving me a clearer and discerning judgment to distinguish between truth and error-.increasing my hope
and faith in Christ, and giving me firmer confidence that I am travelling the narrow path which leads to life eternal.
But while I am thus corn mending your Magazine and many of
your contributors, yet there are some pieces, and one correspondent,
which I cannot approve of; I mean the essays of A Devonshire
Minister.
ometimes I know not what to think of him, for his language and style of writing is so very different from the generality of
your contrihutors; but he appears to me to be a very eccentric character. Sorry am I often times, when I have been enabled to feed
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upon the rich repasts with which you furnish your tablc, to sec, a~
appears to me, such an "indifterent" dish introduced.
To say nothing more of the essays of months that are past, yet 1
cannot help but noticing and speaking a few words on the essay of
this month, viz. "The Hypocrites Hope and Gain." 1 would notice how much more profitahle it would have been to the readers of
the Gospel Magazine, if the Devon hire Minister had trl'ated on
" The Believer's Hope and Gain." For what havc bcliever's to do
with hypocrites? The hope of the hypocrite will peri h with him,
uut the hope of the believer will uc his everlasting joy and happiness through the countless ages of eternity. But to do justice to
the Devonshire Minister, I must acknowledge the prayer of " God
be merciful to me a sinner" to be very suitable, yea and most suitable to the most pious and long lived saint. For at times, this is all
I can say; and it is a mercy to have such a sweet form of prayer,
when the soul is bowed down with grief-when the heart is burdened
with sorrow, and the mouth shut up, not beillg able to speak one
word with freedom, but " God be merciful to me a sinner. Open
thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth thy praise." And it
seems the Devonshire Minister must know something of this humble petition, or else he never would have spoken of it.
I cannot help observing a very just remark which you have made
on public instructors; and it appears to me that this instructor is
one of those very characters; for" instead of writing his essays on
the glad tidings of the gospel-instead of dwelling upon the sweet
melodious notes of a Sa\,jour's love-instead of feeding the church
of Christ, 'Whom he purchased with his own blood, or seeking for
Christ's sheep scattered in the wilderness, his chief attention is taken
up with hypocrites, and depicting the false professor." Instead of
dwelling upon the glories of heaven, and comforting the hearts of
the Lord's people with a joyful anticipation of arriving there, nothing
seems to amuse him so much, as thundering out the torments of hell
and damnation; telling us which is the greatest number, tile lost 01'
the saved. And he has even gone so far as to endeavor to find out
"the cause, the way, the nature, and the end of the creation, and
salvation of the elect, with the necessity of their limitatiun." If this
is not "rushing upon the thick bosses of God's bucklrr I know not
what is?" Well may Layman say,
" Fools rush in where angels fear to treal! "

The Devonshire Minister need not have trouLled himself about
these thin~s, for whcn he hSlS done and s~id all about these five first
statements, they may be summed up in five words, which is quite
sufficient for any moderate man, viz. " For the glory of God." Here
every man ought to shut his mouth; he has no right to pry into the
secrets of the Lord. And as for the last statement, viz. " The I\('cessity of their limitation," common sense must tell us therc wa' 110
necessity at alL"
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Hath not the Almighty said, H I will have mercy on whom I will
have mercy!" ow, If the Lord will have mercy on whom he will,
it is evident and plain to every sensible mind, there was no necessity
for the Lord to limit the number of the elect; for if there was a necessity the Almighty must be necessitated, and consequently he
could not be a free Saviour, neither could he have mercy on whom
}Je would have mercy. Is not this also limiting the Holy One 01
Israel?
o Sirs, what a mercy it is, notwithstanding all the whims and
fancies of men, we have a more sure word of the prophecy, unto
which we do well to take heed, viz. the bible. I wi,h you would
speak a few words of reproof in Christian love to this gentleman,
and tell him if any thing is too hard for him, not to use his own reason about it, but to take it to the Lord. Likewise admonish him to
mind his own flock, for he seems to be continually rambling among
other professors, telling us of their failings and faIlings.
Another expression of this Devonshire Minister's I must notice,
and I shall pity and feel for many young and weak believers if it was
not for the comforting observation which you have made: "Fear
not, 0 ye of little faith; a hypocrite never lamented his sinfulness,
or knew what was heart humility." Thanks be to God, I hope I
know something of both these evidences of a non-hypocrite. Thc
expression I mean is this-" Should any hypocrite read this essay,
as it is highly probable, as many of them are fond of salvation being
by free grace." (As for the next three lines, I acknowledge I
am so ignorant, that I cannot understand what he means, and I
would beg of him to be more explicit in expressing himself.) Really
this seemed to stagger for a moment my hope in Christ, for I can
make nothing else of it tban, many hypocrites arefond ofsalvation
bei17g by f1'ee grace: and if I understand the termfontl rightly, it is
synonymous with the words love, endearment, &c.
St. Paul says, "The carnal mind is enmity against God." I do not
mean to say that all carnal men are hypocrites, but I think all hypocrites
must be carnal; and if so they cannut love God, neither the things of
God. Andsurely the Devonshire Ministermust acknowledge that"salvation by free grace is of God, and as the carnal mind is enmity against
God,l would ask the Devonshire Minister, How it is possible forahypocrite to be fond or to love salv~tion by free grace? And indeed no
one can love salvation by free grace but those who know the worth
of it; and none can know the worth of it but those who are taught
by the Holy Spirit to see and feel their lost, ruined, and undone state
by nature, and that without grace, free grace, the rich grace of God,
they shall for ever perish. And a poor soul who is sensible of these
things will never act the hypocrite. No: he will confeiis before God,
and IJefol'e men, what he is-a poor, blind. helpless, vile sinner!
Therefore, to state my protest against the Devonshire Minister, I
say it is utterly impossible for any hypocrite to be fond or to love
salvation by free grace. And if I might be allowed to speak a word
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of comfort to my young brethren in Christ, I would say, " All ye
who love or are fond of salvation by free grace, cannot be hypocrites.
But as you love the ways of God, you must love God himself; and
you could not love him had he not first have loved you. And i it to
be supposed that who the Lord loves, he will leave to the power of
the enemy? Has he not promised-I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee? Yes, he has; and what he ha promi cd he is too just not to
perform. And though you may be dejected and ca t down by reason
of the way, yet hold out by faith and patience, for ere long you shall
hear that still slDall voice-I< The Master hath come, and calleth for
thee;" and then
" 'Vhile everlasting ages roll,
Eternal love shall feast our souls?
And scenes of [,Iiss, for ever new,
Rise in succession to our view.

o sweet employ, to sin~ and trace
Th' amazillg heights and depths of gnu:e;
Alld spend 'rOlD sill and sorrow free,
A blissful vast eternity.
o what a s\\"oot exalted song,
'Vhen eve:'), tl"ibe, and every tongue,
Redeem'd b)' blood, 'ilh Christ appear,
AlId join in one full chorus there.
M)' soul anticipates the a)',
v,,'ould stretch her wings and soar away;
To aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow the cuief of sinners tbere."

If we go a little further into this essay, we shall find the author
directly contradicting himself; for he goes on to say: "None can
love God, before they know or have strong hope, (encouraged by
scripture) that he loves them, 1 John iv. l~; so that it must be
equally impossible, that anyone should delight himself in him, before they knew that he taketh delight in them; and surely no
hypocrite can justly pretend to tbis." If this is not contradiction
I know not what is; for he here plainly say!:-H It must be impossible that any hypocrite should delight in himself in God; and yet
a few lines before he plainly says-" many hypocrites are fond of
salvation by frec grace," and if so they must delight in God.
Another ver}" strange expression of this gentleman's to me, is:" And I observe, that if we do not thus limit genuine prayer, and the.
Lord's answers, we must accuse him of being changeable and plaeaule, and likewise of deceiving us in promising in his own word, thllt
all prayer shall be answered."
Now Sirs, can you ten me what this ~entleman means, for I cannot at all understand such language? But if I know what he calls
genuine prayer, or which I call the Holy Spirit making intercession
for me, he greatly differs from me; for I am never so happy ulld
comfortable, as when I feel my heart drawn out in love, in prayer)
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and praise to Jesu , that ill te:lll of limiting these happy moments, I
want to increase them; and I am very sure the Lord will never limit
his answers to my prayers when he has given me a -heart to pray for
them.
The Devon. hire Minister differs also from St. paul, for he exhorted
the The salonians " to pray without ceasing, and in every tlting to
give thanks, because it is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
them." And he also says, " quench not the Spirit." Now, if the
Devonshire Minister pays any attention to the aposde, what folly it is
for him to talk of limiting genuine prayer and the Lord's answers.
Excuse tautology, but if I may be allowed to pass my opinion on
your Magazine for this month, I compare it to a rich bunch of choice
flowers, whose fragrance is very sweet and durable; aud is fit to garnish the palace of a king'; yet there is one flower amongst them, and
not a very small one, which is something like a nauseous poppyflower, and although it does not effect the rest, when viewed seperately, yet when they are looked on altogether, it seems to cast a
dulness and unpleasing odour on the whole. Just so it is to me, for
I consider it a~ a rich bunch of the glorious things of God, and t'he remembrance of them is very sweet, and I hope it will be very durable
on my mind; and I can say the reading has been greatly blessed to
my soul. But still, when I view the book altogether, this said essay
seems to cast a dulness, and unpleasing remembrance on the
whole.
To conclude, I desire to offer up my most fervent prayer to Almighty God, that you may still he kept and preserved in the good old
way, and to hold on, even to the end; and that each of your faithful
labourers may be led by the Holy Spirit to go in the field of
harvest, (the bible) and there to reap, glean and gather of the glorious things of Gor!; and may they come home heavily laden with
gospel news, love, joy, peace, and liberty 10 guilty sinners; and thus
bring a good crop to your barn. But, should they, through some
mishap, pick up some tares, weeds, or damel, instead of pure wheat;
I hope you may be enabled to winnow and fan, like good and skiJul
husbandmeo, and thus seperate the chaff and wholesome weeds, so
as to serve up the pure and unadulterated word of God for food to his
people. And may that love, joy, and peace flow ill the hearts of
each other, which the world can neither give nor take away. And
may the Almighty condescend to bless you and your readers, with
much of his divine presence, to brighten up our evidences, and to
give u clear views of our interest in a crucified Jesus; and may we
be enabled to experience more of that love, that joy, and that blessed
peace which /lone but its possessors know,
Till rounu the torone tile blood-bonght rate
Ele(,ting love shall bring,
Let ;,inners saved prodaim free· grace,
A lid Cl.riot c;\alted sill;;·...
11

;May 23, 1830.

HOPEFUL.
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Theological Review.
if a Jltlemhe1' of the Clturch if

The Confessions
England, occa·
sioned by a laborious Examination of the Work of the Reverend
W. Jones, entitled the Catholic Doctrine of the TTinit!J. Also
an Essay on Socinianism.
THE author of the above work, observes he is an individul far ad.
vanced in years. He calls himself a member of the church of England, because he says, he believes it to be the h st church of the
present day, but thinks it only a vesti~e of better things. For in
reading the holy scriptures, he found them opposed to the doctrine
of the Trinity as set forth in the church's creeds, which was a grief
to him for many years. He read several treatises in favour of the
the doctrine of the Trinity, which made strong impressions on
his mind, but when he returned to the bible, they were immediatelyeffaced. At last he took up the book of Mr. William Jones
on the subject, and read it with attention, but it was no ways sa.
tisfactory; and he could not help suspecting, that he had dealt
unfairly with the scriptures. He wished for an opportunity to
examine the work minutely, which presented itself at a time when
he was confined by ill health; he entered upon the investigation for
more tban two years, and made it exclusively the subject of his
meditations. He has now brought forward what he deems a powerful body of scriptural evidence in support of his own opinion,
and predicts before half a century passes over, the doctrine he has
stated in his pages will be generally if not unanimously confessed
throughout the kingdom. He grounds his surmise on the sur··
prising expansion of the hnman intellect, which has taken place
within the last thirty years. For men he says are beginning to
emancipate their minds from the trammels imposed upon them,
and to judge for themselves.
In remarking on this writer's sentiments, we cannot hel p notic.
ing that his work is chiefly took up in attempting to refute
" Jones's CatholiC Doctrine of the Trinity," a treatise well known
as an efficacious antidote to the deadly poison of the Arian and
Socinian errors, which as a theological dissertation, will bear away
the palm of lastillg honour and applause.
The worn out arguments ot' the Inditer of these " CONFESSIONS," we conceive our readers \~ill not expect u to enter upon;
they have been r('plied to over and over again; indeed in our perusal of them, they brought to our recollection the futile objections
of Dr. Clarke, with which he attempted to overthrow the doctrine
of the Trinity, and we have them here brought' down in succession as an endeavour to enlighten the present generation.
Were we toellter into a refutatIOn of this writer's sentiments we
should be involved in a labyrinth of confusion in following him in
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his dark mazes of nnfounded conjecture, and positive unscriptural declarations. What are we to think of a writer who says, that
it is 1I0t in hi., heart to conceive a thought derogatory to him,
through whosc I FINITE merits, suffering and intercession, he
entirely looks, with humble hope, for the forgi\'eness of his sins,
and at the same time firmly denies the co-equality and co-eternity
of the Son at God with the Fatner, and yet rests the salvation of his
soul 1I pan a subordinate created God. To talk of his INFINITE merits
is a contradiction, and to represent tbem bemg jz'nite, would be to
depend on a rope of sand. Blessed be God it is declared that the
church is purchased with his own blood, meaning the union of the
divine nature with the human. His name is called Immanuel God
with us. God manifest in the flesh, of whom concerning the flesh,
Christ came, who is God over all blessed for ever. The word was
with God, and was God, and dwelt among us. We know that tile
Son of God is come, and hath given us an understandin~ that we
may know Mm that is true, ano we are in him that ~'s true, JE.SUS
Cf-JRIST, thi$ Jesus Christ is the true God and eternal life. Therefore let not only all the angels of God worship him, but let ,every
creature whether in heaven or in earth worship, bow down and
kneel before the Lord. At the name of .Jesus Jet every knee bow,
and every tougue confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to, (in) the
glory of God the Father.
How can the author of these " Confessions" t'llk of a " Pagan
Tritheislli," in reference to the Trinity; what are we to do with
an heathenish mythology of divinity, with their poetical deities, or
their delusive dreams: Strip them of their coverings and what
are they? Shall we retrace our steps back to review the ancient
cosmoginies, such as Hesiod's birtb of the gods, Ovid's transformatior.Js, or Silenus's song in Virgil, and the Pbrenecian theology.
Here we shall have abundance of play to fancy I and room. for conjecture, but the whole upon the deepest examination mllst appear
as unintelligible rhapsody.
.
,
The truest service that can be done to a faithful inquirer after
truth is to represent it in its own genuine simplicity, and to strip
it of all useless accoutrements, which it had been touched by wellmeaning men, and so rest it upon its immediate foundation.
Upon the doctrine of the Trinity we argue, and draw consequences, with as much, yes, more certaintg. than from any subject
or matter of science; and though we pretend no more to explain
than the greatest philosopher can do, for how can a finite nature
corn prehend infinity.
For illstance, there are three co· essential and co-eternal persons in the Holy undivided Trinity' it appears as a contradiction
to many, that one should be three, and three, one; and indeed it
would to us, if they should be the same, in the same respect; but
the scriptures assert they are but one in essence, pervading the
whole,9£ three persons, alld cannot be but one. Neither is oue be-
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fore or after the other, none is greater or less than the other. Look
into the material world; the. sun from its first emanation, has been
the parent and fountain of light, and heat, co-essential, and with
the same duration with the sun: Where is the man who will say,
one was before or after the other; alld yet a poor blind child of n.ature, w ill with his rush light attempt to explore the FATHER OF
LIGHTS, and put the old hackney cl interrogations, How can one
be three, and three one? How can a I?ather be before a Son,
though it is acknowledged the on is tbe same in essence with the
Father.
It is delusive to talk of a subordinate God, or one merely by office,
when all things were ma::le by him, and without him there was not
any thing made that was made. When he declares, he is the first and
the last, and Gon's FELLOW, in whom dwelleth ALL the fulness of
the Godhead bodily. That is, the essence, nature and substance
of the supreme God. And yet our" Confessionalist" will call
our Lord and Saviour a subordinate God, if so, we would sooner
bow to the crescent of Mahdinet, than to the Star of Bethlehem;
away with redemption, What are we to do with tbe satisfaction of
an underling?
.
Then again respecting the personality of the Holy Ghost. We'
request our readers to bear with us for a few minutes. The writer
of these " Confe~sions" speaking of the Holy Spirit says, he is only
" a good gift from the Father"-" a spiritual energy shed upon
the human mind," and that personality ascribed to him is grossly
absurd. III short the sum total of his argument is, and we are
ashamed to put it to paper, for never was so weak'an illustration.
The writer says " There 7iJere surprisJ'ng ejJects produced by the
eloquence qf Cicero, these effects have been aSC1'ibed to Cicero himself;

LIre we to .suppose that Cicero consisted of two persons, that is, his
name, and that if his eloquence?" Most certainly not. For the
surprising effects produced by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pe,ntecost, did not evince ttoO persons, but they really did ONE PERSON,
as Cicero's eloquence did What a shameful perversion of common sense! we really blush for tbe writer.
He tells us that for many years he has been sedulously employed
to find a passage in scripture in proof of the' personality of the
Holy 'Spirit, but he could only find a personification of gifts, ,-irtues
and attributes.
Let us attend a few moments to this writer's personifications.
Baptism is in the name of the Holy Ghost, as well as in the
:Father and of the Son ;-to deny the Deity of tbe Holy Spirit is to
nullify baptism.
'
Our blessed Lord says, " I will pray the Father, and he shall
send you another Comforter." Here, if language has any meaning, tbere is a reference to a personal character.
It is said" The apostle being sent fortb BY the Holy Ghost,
departed." W'hat is tbis but personality?
VOL. V.-No. IX.
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The apostle Peter obs I'ves, " Holy men of God spake as the)
were moved by the Holy Ghost." Who will dare to deny personalitv here?
It'is remarked " The Holy Ghost spake by the prophet Isaiah
to the fathers." Was this-a virtue, a grace, or an emanation?
In the case of Ananias and Sapphira, that they had lied unto the
Holy Ghost. If the Holy Ghost had not been a person, the two
unhappy creatures had only told a lie to a personified virtue.
We are said to be the temples of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in us. AI.ld also, that the Spirit maketh intercession for
us with groanings that cannot be uttered; and yet Mr. Confessional will tell us all this is only spiritual energy operating on the
human·mind.
It is asserted, the Holy Ghost said, "Seperate me Barnabes
and Saul, for the work whereunto I have called them." What
majesty is exhibited in these wordi.! Here is nn glossary needed,
for the way-faring man cannot mistake. All the sophisms of our
logicians, that tbis is a personified grace speaking, can never con.
vince a sober enquirer after truth.
Innumerable scriptures might be produced th"t there are three
.persons in the ever blessed and glorious Trinity invested with
power of acting distinctly. Each person is an intelligent acting
substance, invested with the distinctive characters of I, THOU, HE,
and with personal properties and relations. It were easy to produce numberless scriptures in support of our opinion, not ollly
from select portions, where each flash convicti"'n on the other, but
from the general symmetry and construction of the whole.
The author of these Confessions calls the doctrine of the Trinity
an awful subject, we on the contrary profess it to be a consoling,
rejoicing and glorious subject for our triumph. As the sap is the
life of a tree, so is this doctrine the life-blood of our spiritual existen.ce, and is efficacious in the soul, whereby it enjoys heavenly
blessings, and brings forth fruit unto God. It is a happy reflection
to experience that the whole work of salvation, from first to last, is
the work of Trinity in Unity, and Unity in Trinity. That God the
Father should say to God the Son, I have given thee the heathen
for thy inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession. That God the Son should take the gift from God the Father,
and finish the work he gave him to do in their behalf. And acknow.
ledges speaking of those given unto him-all mine are thine, and
thine mine, and I am glorified in them. And then that God the
Holy Ghost should take the things of Christ and shew them unto
thelll, amI should preserve them, soul and body, till he brings them
to heaven.
Tue alllhor of the above work on the Trinity appears carefully
to dive into the truth of things; he is modest and good hllmoured.
We admire him for his honesty, urbanity, and sincerity; but he appears to us to be walking in gross darkness, having no spiritual

THE GOSPEL MAGAZI E.

431

discernment. For had he been brought to the knowl 'd le of his
lost estate, and his helplessness to save himself, be would n v 'r talk
of being saved by a little f,od, a subordinate deity, a super 'vangelical being.
We will leave all the conflicting arguments of the adversari'
and enemies to the Deity and Personality of the Lord Jesus ami
the Holy Spirit to the reHection. What consolation will such notions give them in a dying hour? We tru t our last breathing will
be offered up in language similar to the following: 'c To the only
wise God, our Saviour, be glory, majesty, dominion and power,
now and ever, Amen."
In finally closing our protest, we wish to lay before our readers
for their perusal and consideration, an extract from a very scarce
and invaluable work, entitled " The Doctrine of the Trinity explained and confirmed, and Objections answered. B,y Jarnes SLoss,
M. A. We hesitate not to say that it is the greatest treatise ever
issued from the press on the su~ect, and it has borne the unexceptionable praises of the learned; the wise, and the good, and remains
to the present moment an unanswentble production.
Mr. Slo.s, ill his conclusive remarks in his eighteenth sermon,
with which we shall conclude, says,
"Tbus bave I gone tbrougb this important subject of the Holy Trinity, and
proved tbe distinct personality of the Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghost; and tbe
proper and supreme deity of the second and third persons, and their absolute
equality witb the tir t in all divine perfections and glory; from whence we
might draw many useful inferences for our instruction: but, iu particular, let
us briefly observe, from what has been said, tbe difference between natural and
revealed religion.
'atural religion goes no further than to teach tbe being
and existence of the Deit)", and such dnties as are deducible from the light of
nature; but is utterly at a loss to discover to us the method of reconciling sinners to the offended Deity. Revealed religion discovers to us the nature of
the Deity further, as subsisting in three persons; the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost; the know ledge and belief of which is absolutely necessary to salvation.
Here is the very sum and substance of Christainity, to subject oursel yes to aml
to adore the Godhead, as subsisting in the Fatber, Son, and Holy Ghost. The
method of grace, as revealed in the scriptures, requires our ascribing that personal glory to each of the sacred Three, according to the different par th y
are represented to act in tbe economy of salvation. The Father is to be auol,'d
as the contriver of this blessed scbeme of salvation, who" so loved tlo ' \\ odd,
that he gave bis only begotten SOli, that whosoever believeth in hm. shollld not
perish, but have everlasting life, "John iii. loo The Son is to beauor< ,\ us the
person oC the Deity who obtained eternal redemption for us by his tll'ath and
sufferings, and from whose infinite fulness all that grace and glory is re-:eived
which IS necessary to make us completely and eterllally hal'P) ; 1 he infinite
dignity of whose per.ons conveyed a sufficient value to all he (lid in the room,
and for the sake, of J cbellious sinners. A personal glor) i. to be ascriLJeJ to
the Hol) Ghost, from the consideration of tho~c dipla}s of infinite power,
wisdom,goodne~s,,\ml other perfections, whicoh discover t:lemse]ves in tbeupplication of that grace anti glory to the souls of men by him, which was desig'ned
for them by the Fatber, and :;iven them in the Son. He is to be acknowledg d
by us as beginning, carrying on, and (,olllplcating the WOI k of grace ill tbesulIls
of believers.' In a word, tbe sum uf the Christian religion lies in COffimUl,,""
and fellowship with the Father, as our covenant God in Christ; witb the 'clll,
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as tbe JUediator, bead surpty of th covenant of grace; and with the Holy (; 1111
by whom we are mad, parlakers of the blcs"i ngs promised in the covenanl. J\ III
to deny this is to Cll t on' the profession of real Cllrisliauity, renounce our I•• lfl
tismal vow, Hnll r '<Iuce our elves to no better a state than that of beathenl In
for, on that YeI') account are we baptized in the name or these sacred TI.... ·,
and initiated as hristians, by ext!'lrnal profession, by that rite, and thereb} ,i1
tingui"h 'd from the heathen world by owning tbese saCI ed Three for our ( "d
from Ihe consideration of tbe several benefits which redound to us from 11"
differ nt parts that each of them acts in the method of salvation and grace.All praise, therelore, be to God the Father, God the Son, and God tbe Hull
Ghost. Amen and amen:'
--000--

The Sinlessness of Jesus; being Anil1ladve1'sions on .Ailr. lrvillg"
Doctrine of ollr Lord's Humanity. By John Stevens.
THE jarring and contradictory tenets that have been propagated
respecting the humanity aod divinity of Christ compose almost all
€ndless variety. The first heres)' that arose in the church was,
that Jesus Christ did not really come in the fie h; but that his incarnation was only in appearance; thus by denying the reality
of our Saviour's human body, then of course all his actions amI
sufferings were ideal. What say the scriptures to this? " When
the soldiers saw that Christ was dead they brake not his legs, but
that one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came thereout blood and water." Here is an indisputable
evidence that Christ had a true and real human body, and was truly
and really dead. Let us hear what the apostle says to the deniers
of the fact. "Every spirit which confesseth not that Jesus Christ
is come in the flesh is not of God. For many deceivers are gone
out into the world who confess not that Jesus is come in the flesh.
This is a decei ver and an antichrist."
There were some also that held that Jesus and Christ were two
different pel"sons; that Jesus was born like other men from Joseph
and Mary; but that at his baptism, Christ descended unto him in
the shape of a dove, and deserted him again before his; passover,
leaving him to be crucified. To this the apostle alludes-" Who
is a liar but he that denies that Jesus is the Christ."
The enemy of mankind, in the early ages of the church, after
infusing into the minds of men a denial of the humanity of Christ,
he ventured one step further and tempted them to deny his divinity; therefore whether a man denies Christ's humanity, or his
divinity, it is a matter of equal danger.
Another opinion, one as strange as ever could enter the mind of
man, ami which appears to have its propogators at the present day,
. is, that the second Person in the ever blessed and glorious Trinity,
took unto him elf before time, a created human soul. 'Ve are often
led to eXc!;Aim, on reading some productions, 0 that paper and
ink had never been introduced into the world, by the pestilent
matter the one impresses upon the other, nevertheless to that fair
child of foul parents we will convert the axiom, C07'ruptio pesimi
est generatio optimi.
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Whl/ would we ask, and what for, should there be a human soul
created in eternity? Let this question be answered; th 11 if any
plausibility can be attached to the inquiry, we reply, why w r' not
flesh and blood attached to the pre-existerian soul. In fact we hav >
no ground to stand upon. It is similar to what Socrates mentions
in two apochryphallines of Homer, concerning the human and di.
vine appellations of one of their deities, because no account is to
be found of them in the authentic cannon of the poet's works, he
was at liberty to withhold his consent, not bcin!J: convinced; as such
we cannot give credence, that the human soul of Christ pre-existed ill eternity, floating about as a non.descri pt, and this doctrine
not being re\'ealed in the divme oracles, and the thought being so
preposterous, we deny it unequivocally.
We rejoice to say that th~ second Person in the Trinity pre.
existed as the begotten Son of the Father in his divine nature from
eternity ~ and who can tell his generation? for his egress has been
from everlasting, co.equal and consubstantial with the Father, by
whom he was made the heir of all things. The brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person, bearing up all things
by his mighty word. In the fulness of time the eternal Son of God,
was made the Son of man from the loins of Abraham and David, of
a r€asonable soul and human flesh. We thus worship Christ the
Lord, one true God and man. His divine nature of the same substance with the Father, and regarding his human nature ofthe same
substance with us, in all things made like unto his brethren, sin
excepted. He lived, he died, and is gone i,n his divine and human
nature to prepare a place for us.
He was constituted the pillar of cloud by day, and of fire by
night-The Angel of God's presence, the Captain of the Lord of
Hosts. He took his residence over the ark, where the glory filled
the tabernacle. His voice was heard in the garden; all things
were made by him. Without the pre-existent Son of God, was
not any thing made that was made; whose being was in eternity.
Christ therefore is the Lord of Hosts, Jehovah Zebaoth. Foramuch then as the children are partakers of flesh, and blood, that is
spirit; Christ alio himself, likewise took part of the same; that
both he that sanctifieth, and tbey who are sanctified, are all of one.
For which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren.
,\'e have here entered upon the subject of pre-existerian ism, particularly as Mr. Stevens, in the above pamphlet, appears absorbed
with the subject. The pages of the Gospel Magazine, many years
past, were laken up with the same, and we really thought if
lucid arguments, arising from profDund judgment, could have
settled the matte~, it would never more have been brought upon
the canvass. We had hopes at the time, that the rainbow of fable
would have been hid by the resplendent Sun of simple truth; but
it appears we were wrong in our conjecture, for Mr. Stevens pertinaciously abides by his opinion of the Pre-existence of the Human
Soul of Christ.
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We are sorry to 'ay it has been a ubject which has aITllrdl'"
abundance of play to fancy, and room for conjecture. It has bl't 1I
condemned as spurious-i.t bas been defended as perfectly gellll
ine. It has been called a prop to support SabeJlianism, and tlWII
a defence of Trinitarianism. It has been treated as an unintclll
gibl rhapsody, and then a:s a key to unlock tbe mystery of rcd mption. Doubtless each have meant well iD their good intell
tions, and in taking such indefatigable pains, they lay claim III
thanks and commendation. But tbe elucidation is Jost Jabor.
For our own part "e are satisfied with the plain assertiou of
scripture, that the Son of God was tbe only begotten of his Father,
who was in bis bosom; then if begotten be was neither made, nor
created, as sucb we lose all idea of a human soul, created in eternity, wherein tbere is no basis to build upon.
We are perplexed with some expressions of Mr. Stevens. For
instance, he says " Christ's infantile body was of Mary." Then
he asserts, though " his body was of the Virgin sltbstantial~'I, it
was of the Holy Spirit fonnative~y." Here there is such an ambiguity of expression, as is past our understanding. For how our
blessed Lord could be man of the substance of his mother, and
substantially by the Holy Spirit, we cannot comprehend. Leaving all such declarations to be reconciled, we choose to abide by
the scriptures, which assert, Of whom concerning the flesh Christ
came, bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. Who was tbe SOil
of Mary, who was the Son of God, and still God over all blessed
for ever. The first-born of all buman excellencies. The lOan of
God's right hand.
We therefore scruple not to assert, in conjunction with the faitiJful in all ages, that our Lord assumed true human nature from the
loins of his progenitors, and from the hlood of Mary his mother,
and that he was made man of the substance of his mother and by the
'mysterious oversbadowing of the Holy Ghost; that nature was ~ill
less. 'Vben Christ partook of a human body, he was born with a
reasonable soul, in the same manner as bis brethren, perfect God
and perfect man.
In perusing this controversy, with many others, we lament to
see, the division and sub-division of opinions, which are almost
endless, indeed tbe Babe! of tongues tbereon would be lost la~
bour to explalll. We are always glad when we can revert to holy
men of old and find ourselves in union with their sentiments, nor
do we wish to be wise above what is written for our instruction.
Mr. Stevens animad"erts on Mr. lrving's doctrine of the sinfulness of our Lord's humanity, and la} s open that gentlenlan's ver.
satilityof sentiment, insomuch that we ourselves from the exposure,
could not take upon us to say, what is the decisive opinion of Mr.
Irving on our Lord's humanity. The most favorable conjecture
we can draw is, that his mind was never made upon the subjectthat he has writlen at random, like boys throwing of counters,
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otherwise how can we account for such heterogenous and incongruous assertions. It is really wonderful, but it is nev rth I ss
true, that when an author has got wedded to some peculiar 1"ment, it is no matter what it is, he will dash through fire and w t r
to support a wrong-beaded inflexibility. It is lamentable to remar
on the various instances of 'the mutability of the mind, and how
totally its views, sentiments and dispositions may be transformed,
which cannotbe accounted for upon the common principles of hUe
man nature.
We have perused Mr. Stevens's pamphlet on the Sinlessness of
Jesus with some satisfaction, and his exposure of Mr. Irving's contradictory sentiments on the subject, which call upon that gentleman to reconcile his jarring opinIons, that are at complete variance
in themselves. Great blame is certainly attached to Mr. Irving
for many rash expressions made use of by him respecting the purity of our adorable Lord, at the same time we cannot find a conconsistency of expression in many of his opponents, insomuch,
that we are under the necessity of declaring, that there is no extravagancy of opinion that some theologians have not mentioned ;
and there is no absurd extreme into which some of our wild theorists in religion are not prone to fall. For instance, while they
maintain the perfect holiness of Christ's human nature, they deny
his suffering humanity, and form a new vocabulary of their own,
namely, that mortality never dies, but is immortal. They maintain though our Lord died and gave up the ghost, and was numbered with transgressors, and took his abode in the tomb, that his
body at the time was not mortal, but immortal! ! !
It woald be loss of time in us to enter-into any serious discussion of the principles, pro and con, in the above pamphlet, as
they carry primafacia, a wilderness of briars and thorns. What
has a simple follower of Christ to do with Mr. Irving's puzzles, or
his aberrations, and how is he to understand Mr. Stevens in the following paragraph:
" In the anciently constituted Lord Christ, was reserved an immortal man, to come out of his secret glory into fleshly visibility,
before and among men on this earth, after the Eden man had
brought in ruin to all his posterity. This man when he came, was
to be called Immanuel, and the Son of God."
Here we bow to the superior sense of our readers, they may,
probably, understand the above mystery; but though we stoop to
their judgment, we positively decLare we are completely non
plussed.
Then again, What are we to understand when Mr. Steven says,
" That our Lord's saying," , I am,' "was not to express his
deity." Here we make a confession to the Christian world, that
we al ways believed these words were de~criptive of the eternal existence of Cbrbt in his pre-existent divine nature; indeed we
understood that it was our Lord who spake to Moses, not as
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God Almighty, but as Jehovah, I am, but it appears, accorc.Jill
to Mr. Steven', h r was no divinity.
We rem mber Lord Bolingbroke somewhere remarks, that III
generating ollr ideas, it is reducing them to bundles. Here w(
agree, but then let us mark these bundles, and affix a title to them,
expr sive of what they contain. If we could mark upon till'
above bundles, Christ is all in a1l, we should most abundantly
rejoice; but we confess neither in Mr. Stevens's disquisitions, nor
Mr. Irving's, can we hear the sound of our ~1aster's feet. Let the
whole be brought to a standard, and what do they amount to?
We care not who is. offended or who is pleased in these independent remarks, for we fear the face of no man. We never
courted anyone's 1Jatronage; indeed, our fearlessness, has blasted
the increase of this publication, for where thousands could havc
been sold by hypocrisy, and duplic!ty, hnndreds do not tally. Wc
are denounced from the pulpit and in private by those men, whose
sentiments we enter our caveat against, as enemies to the faith;
as Antinomians; as men against the law; as licentiolls'; as infidels,
in fact, as devils.
RG'ader, these are the rewards of your Editors: bear up our
hands with your prayers and exertions.
--000--

Predestination Vindzcated, from the Scriptures qf Truth; being a
Series qf Remarks on a Work lately published by Mr. J. Jarrom,
qf TVisbeach; entitled Discourses Explanatory l17ld Practical, on
the Nmth Chapter of Romans. By William Felton, Minister of
the Ind<>pendent Congregation, March, Isle of Ely, Cambridgshire.-Day, 4s.
IN perusing the above treatise, the reader cannot help catching
the ardor of its writer, and to feel an impulsive mind in the cause
he advocates. For there are such clearness of reasoning, perspicuity of expression, and boldness of conception, that shew itself in
every part; so that while we. read, we find a succession of ideas
present themselves, increasing in number and ~trength, as we
proceed.
We have had often occasion to remark that the importance of a
publication is not 'to be judged by its bulk; and this little book before us is a ~triking instance, since much solid substaoce is here
comprised in a small compass.
We shall notice this publication again' at some future period.
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