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.. Beware ye '!f the leavenq[ the Pllarisees whicllis Hypocrisy."
., Jes1J,s Christ, the same yesterday to-day and for ever. Whom to know is life
eternal,"
THE BELIEVER'S RESTING PLACE.
C'

nn

Man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streeta."

JL HERE is no change that befalleth man, that can be so lively
represented as the blooming of the almond tree, so that whereby
the hair of the head becomes hoary and white. The grey head i~
similar to this tree, for its whiteness; so in hastiness of appearance,
as the almond tree buds sooner by two or three months than most
other trees, so do these buds of age appear; these steal \lpon men
suddenly before tbey are aware. An almond tree in full blossom,
and an almond head, these are alike in their indications,)hey foretell what is approaching-a change; fruit will come after; so grey
hairs prognosticate that death is at hand; these are church yard
flowers, which serve, like passing bells to give those notice that
bear them, that their end is near, " For man goeth to his long
home, and the mourners go about the streets." The grave, said
.Job, is my house, and soon the funeral proclamation must be repeated over us, " dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return."
The grave is the home for the body, when once it comes there, as
long as there is any dust to cover it, or heavens to surround it, man
lieth down, and riseth not till the heavens be no more; they shall
not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep till death is swallowed
up in victory.
" And the mourners go about the streets." This we see daily;
the friends, the relations, characters of every description. Mourning, is not because my friend is gone to glory, but on account of
the lo£s I sustain, that person being near and dear to me; besides,
it is a solemn'call, " Be ye also re.ady, for in such an hour as ye
think 1I0t, the Son of Man cometh." And oh. to have the lamp of
salvation from sin, its guilt, curse, and power, and lo have my soul
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filled with joy in God, through Jesus-this is the oil which will
blaze when he appeareth. But if I have'not much joy, I am blessed
with a good hope I hrough grace; a hope that maketh not ashamed,
and God declares it never shall be lost; " There.is hope in thy
end, and thy expectation shall not be cut off."
Without wresting this portion of scripture, I shall make use of
it for the edification of the church of God, in the following order;
-1st. The believer's home. 2nd. The way to it. 3rd. The f~ars
which attend him. 4th. Their course, which is a source of gnef,
and causes the spiritual mourners to go about the streets of Zion.
1st. The believer's home. I know of no dwelling or resting-place,
for a soul born of God, but the everlasting love of God in covenant; the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is my
habitation, my dwelling, my resting-place; nor is there any safety,
happiness, felicity, or peace, any where else. All that are born of
God, naturally, in this sense, tend to this one grand o~ject. Hence
the questions of a seeking soul, Does God love me? Did Jesus die
for me? And again, The soul knows this, yet in general, there is
a thirsting after greater knowledge, and, greater, enjoyment of it,
nor is a beli'ever at home but when he is here. He rests not in his
attaint:I}ent of tbis knowledge, but is anxious to go on to know the
lord" in bis infinite love; to feel more, to enjoy more, to be delighted with more of it, till he arrives at perfect bliss, and is filled
,with all the fulness of God, which is love. He tastes what the poet
did, and l,ul!! expressed in these two lines:"·Tia.heaven to rest in thine embrace,
And no wher'e else but there."
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,

,
l'hi~i,s quI' resting-place, as faith apprehends it in itS' antiquity ~ its

freeness" power, complacency, and beneficen,ce: it is,truly deli'ghtfu I to eye the goingsl forth of this love, in the ancient settlements"
in the covenant engagements of each Person in the adorable Tri~
nity" in th~ gift of Jesus to the church, in his great work and won·
derful Person, as God and man Mediator, in the gifts of the Spirit,
and all bi,s ~aying operatians upon the soul, testifying of Christ as
putting away sin, as obeying the law, as delivering us from goin~
down into the pit, and making intercession for us. On these topics we, who have th,e life and love of God., are quite at home;
e~pecially '.I.s the ,Ho.ly Ghost realizes them in our hearts j for this
W~ laboqr in spirit, to know and enjoy j and this one, p0int we wish
to die to know, and 10 plunge in this sea of bliss. To view the
Fat/1er's love, the Son's dear face, and the Holy Spirit's grace in
heaveu, are object" worth dying for j this is the home, the place,
the state, the mans;ipns of peace, rest, joy, satisfaction, and pleasure, we hope to get to shortly. This our long h9me, eternal as
the throne of God. No foe shall ever enter there. ,No friend shall
ever depart-they shall go no more out j so shall'we be ever with
the Lord. This is our everlasting home, nor will our Lord) let us
re~t short of this.
2nd. The way. The word of truth says, I am the way; not a
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way, but the way. How lamentable that thousandg are deluding
their souls with -this unscriptural notion" that all the sects, partie-,
and religious denominations in the world, are only as so many!fif.
ferent ways to one cit)'. Hence they suppose the Papist, the So.
cinian, the Arian, the Pre-exist-Arian, and the Arminian, are all
going right, and some out of all these will be saved as such. Alas,
what an error! there never was but one way to God, to heaven,
and to glory, and that is Christ, as the auorable Mediator; all that
reject,this will find to their grief, that whatever way they went, it
led to the chambers of death; it led to hell; What a mercy to be
satisfied with a precious Saviour, and to hear the voice of the W OI'd
and Spirit pointing to him, saying, " This is the way. walk ye In
it." Christ is the way to the Father, to the knowledge and.enjoyment of his love. By the sacrifice he offered, by his perfect lawfulfilling righteousness, by the path he trod as our forerunner, by
the door of hope that he opened, by the way of life he cast up, and
consecrated through peace. We are brought into this way by the
Holy Spirit of promise, and kept in it by the same, with an eye to
Jesus as the way, We walk in his appointments, in his ordinances.
We use thlilm to gain the knowledge of the pearl of great price.
By waiting upon him we renew our strength, and by abiding in him
we bring forth fruit. This way leads us to God, and will bring us
to glory, as sure as as it brings us to a sense of his love on earth.
Many have waited long, and travelled far in this way, before they
have been very fully persuaded of God's love to them; but all shall
have their minds satisfied about that, though not all in the same
degree, as walking in this way of truth, way of holiness, way of
wisdom, way of love, way of life, and way of peace. We are
called strangers, pilgrims, travellers, runners in a race, and going
a journey. Our pilgrim's coat is an im puted righteousness ;' our
staff is Christ; our map his word; the girdle is truth; our shoes is
peace; our way is marked out for us, Omnipotent power,guards us,
llIfinite wisdom directs us, merc)' is 01 ten shewed U5, and eternal
love cheers us, while we can sing with a pilgrim who has reached
glory before us,How harsh soe'er the way,
Dear Sa viour still lead 011.

-But thiil is God's ·way, we must ex pect to meet with enemies, with
savage beasts of prey, with robbers, many a stormy day, and many
a dismal night, when neither moon nor stars appear to cheer the
pilgrim's way, for it is our lot to travel much by night; this begets
fears lest we have come wrong, lest this be not the right road.
God's dear people are unavoidably the subject of many fears;
when the eyes are first opened, they fear the wrath of God, they
fear death, judgment, and eternity: these are high things. If they
hear of Christ, the promises, and ordinances, they fear to come to
these things o'r make use of them, lest they should presume. Thus
there are many fears in the way, and mallY times after. God has
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railled the soul up te hope, they fear the work is not genuine; they
fear they shall fall into sin, and disgrace their profession; and feel.
ing the power of sin, and the weakness of their souls, they fear they
shall at last fall away. When they see many appanmtly brighter
characters than themselves go back into the world, or sink into
error, they fear it will one day be their case; and when they see
how far a person may go in a profession and yet be nothing, they
startle, they fear, lest they should. Thus we find fears in the way,
and when the mind is low, deprest, and every grace of the Spirit
,to all human appearance out of exercise, they are afraid of high,
great, precious, and important doctrines, lest they should presume
in meddling with them, fearing they have no interest, in them.
Sometimes fears of poverty, pain, persecution, and what we may
suffer in the agonies of death. These kind of fears may come 011
us, and above all, the fears that all we have experienced may be a
delusion, and that hypocrites may come as far as we have, ,talk
better than we do, and give a better account of themselves than we
can; these make us fear in the way. -All these fears are for want of
looking unto Jesus, and permitting Satan to get so much ground,
by listening to his suggestions.
, These fears, likewise, are occasioned by other feelings, and trying parts of our experience. What Satan principally aims at is,
to make us as miserable as himself, and as rebellious against God;
to this end he endea"ours to get us to look within in seasons of
darkness, that we may dispute the whole of the Spirit's work, and
consider all our sins, failings and corruptions, as sure tokens of a
speedy destruction, just as Jeremiah saw the rod of an almond tree
speedily flourishing; so might have been our profession, but soon
gone away. So we fear may be all our religion, and then be damned
for being hypocrites. 0 the misery of looking within, when We
should be looking unto Jesus! What a gloomy prospect before us!
~Ihat unbelieving fears are indulged! And this must be our misery
'till the Saviour shines again. But what a mercy when we have grace
enough to look from our sins, our grace, our religion, or any thing
in us, or done by us, to God the Father's Christ, who lived and
died for poor sinners.
A second source of ffar is, sin but little felt, so as to be lamented,
so as to break the heart, humble the spirit, and endear the Saviour.
It appears God sometimes sent the grasshoppers to devour the fruit':!
of the earth, as in Amos, chap. vii. where the prophet foresees the
destruction of Jerusalem,by Pul, king of Assyria, who brings his vast
troop to devour that land, coming up like grasshoppers from their
number and destructive influence. So in the book of Judges, it is
said, the enemies came up as grasshoppers for mnltitude to destroy
them. As these represented tpe enemies of God's dear people of
old, do 'they not point out the corruptions of the heart, inbred sin,
the old man, with its deceitful lusts? Are they not numerous as
grasshoppers, and as destructive to every thing that is good? Do
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pot these destroy our peace, our joy, our bright evidences, and
cause liS, s.ometimes, to fear we hav.e neither part nor lot in the
matter, especially when we cannot see that these sins are pardoned
by the precious blood of Christ? These are felt as a burden too
heavy to hear, and a burden we fear will sink us to hell, till we
believe they are all blotted out, so that the in-being of them becomes
a burden to us. But here we must admire divine mercy, communicating to us spiritual life that we may feel these things a burden.
As this life operates, the difference between a child of God and
one that is not, is clearly seen; they who are not quickened by the
Spirit do not feel these things; but, alas, have not we been left in
such a strange state of mind, that we have neither felt sin, nor
grace, neither mourned at the judgments of God, the terrors of
hell, the sufferings of Christ, the afflictions of the church, nor the
plague of the heart. 0 worst of states my soul ever was in ; this
dead ness, carelessness, dull, stupid, heavy frame, I hate it, I lament it. Before this came on, I could sigh deeply on account of
my sins, their number and destructIve tendency, but now I have
fresh fears that all is not right, because I dont see £in such an evil
as it is. I don't groan beneath it; I don't lament my vileness.
Surely my soul cannot be right with God, while this is the case;
the grasshopper is a burden because it is so light; I am a burden
because I dont feel sin that heavy, hateful burden I have felt it,
and as others do. Thus we see what poor, foolish, fearful creatures
we are, how discontented with t.he cross; when we feel much sin,
wc fear, and when we scarcely feel it all, then we fear alio. Alas,
how much of poor Jonah's spirit do we all possess. Murmuring,
repining, rebelling.
.
But I must mention a third source of fear, " The failing tif
desires." The people of God are objects of his desire: Christ saw
them in the glass of the Father's decrees and purposes. He desires them. Hence the church triumphs in the song, " I am w.y
beloved's and his desire is towards me." He desired dIe church,
for himself, and gained it; e\'ery one tbat he desired in electing
grace, is brought to desire Christ, by calling grace, and one effect
of being truly called, is the desire of the soul towards God, to hold
communion with him, to be like him, and to be with him. Hence
that sweet promise will one day be accomplished, " He will fulfil
the desire of them that fear him." This will not be till we wake up
in his likeness; then, but not till then, shall we be satisfied.
These desires of the soul are higly comended by the Saviour, as
they spring from a feeling sense of need; are the pulse of the soul,
whICh beat for God. Many a poor believer in seasons of darkness,
has blessed God for the feeling desire, the hunger, the thirst, the
wish for what God has promised, and what the soul feels its need
of. But let me ask the believer, have you not found such days of
evil, all the loss of these? No life, no spirituality I no appetite, 110
earnestness, no fervent desires, not a breath of the new man felt or
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seen; and to bc left in this state a considerable time, when all has
been shut up? I have still triumphed in my desires, but when they
have failed, all is dark, gloomy, wretched, desolate. This has sent
me mourning about the streets of ZiOFl, crying, " Saw ye him whom
my soul loveth?" This is the inquiry of souls who are afresh quickened to feel their native guilt, their dead ness, and want of the light
of comfort, of joy, of peace, and the testimony of the Holy Spirit.
The Saviour was sent to comfort them that mourn after a godly
sort, sorrowing after Jesus; to gain a sense of his love, a token for
good, a fresh view of pardon, and eternal life. This is calculated to
comfort the mourner in Zion, to cheer his heart, and enable him to
look forward to death and the grave, with sweet composure, knowing- Jesus is the conqueror of death, spiritual, temporal, and eternal.
'Tis well when joys arise,
'Tis well when sorrows flow,
'Tis well when darkness veils the skies,
And strong temptations blow.
Well when they see his face;
Or sink amidst the flood;
Well in affliction's thorny maze,
01' on the mount of God.
In every state secure,
Kept as J ..hovah's eye,
'Tis well with them while days endure,
And well when call'd to die.

Westminster.

w.

----000---COMVORT 'ro THE J"EARJ'UL BELIEVER•
.. Fear not, for I am with thee: be not dismayed, for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the rigllt
l:.'.1lJd of my righteousness."

EVER since the revelation given to the Lord Jesus Chr'ist recorded
in Gen. iii. 15, the Lord God has had a church in the world. And
his people are the objects of his everlasting love. We are ctdm'itted
to know what his heart and will was toward them before the world
was, by the revelation he has been pleased to give us of the same
in his most holy word; without which it would be impossible for
us to know the Lord. But by it, through the supernatural light
and inspiration of the Holy Ghost, we are brought to such a knowledge ofthe nature of God, of· the PERSONALITIES in God, and of
the Person, Work, and Mediation of the Lord Jesus Christ; as is
life eternal. As God hath a church of elect men, who were chosen
in Christ before the foundation of the world, whose number can
neither be increased nor diminished, their names being all written
in the Lamb's book of life before the foundation of the world; so
it pleaseth the Lord to distinguish, and separate them-from others',
by calling them out of darkness int'O his marvellous light.' They
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are in themselves, and by the fall what the rest of mankind are;
sinners. They are in the state which they are brought into, by
generation and birth: dead in trespasses !lnd sIns, children of wrath.
The a,postle gives Ull an account of the state of the elect at I<:phesus before the Lord quickened their souls and renewed' their minds
by the energy of his Holy Spirit. "And you hath he quickened
who were dead in trespasses and sins." As they were dead in
trespasses and sins, he shows the course they took, and the guides
they followed and were influenced by. "Wherein in time past ye
walked according to the prince of the power of the air, (that is,
the devil) the spirit that now worketh in tbe children of disobedience." And to show that this was not confined to them alone,
but was the case of all the elect in their unregenerate state, he adds,
" Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past, in
the lust of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesb and of the
mind; and were by nature the children of wrath even as others."
How they were rai~ed up above all thL~ death in trespasses and sins,
and translated out of this state into the kingdom of God's dear Son,
he says, " But God who is rich in mercy, for his ~reat love where_
with he loved us, even when we were delJ.d in sins, bath quickened
us together with Christ." To whkh he adds, " By grace are ye
saved." 0 what a BY is tbis! He uses it to magnify, and exalt tbe
free, sov;ereign, ev;erlasting love of God towards his elect. They
had been dead to God, dead in trespasses and sins, and under the
power and guilt of them; they had been w,a1king as the world, and
as all out of Ch-rist do. They had been under the guidance and
influence of the devil, the lusts and wills of their flesh and the world.
They were by nature, generation and birth the children of wrath.
But as considered in Chrilt, they we~e the objects of everlasting
love, and upon whQ£ll i~, was to be displa,yed; which had been most
evidently and gloriously done by the Lord in the day of his power.
He had quickened their souls with spiritual hfe in Christ, and to.
gether with him, they were lI\ade partakers of 31 ne.w birtlJ, when
a supernatural life was conveyed into them. The ric-hes of God',
merc~ was now displayed on them. The great love of God wherewith he halh loved them from all eternity was now openl'y mani.
fested. They were sayed by grace" and blessed- with the know..
ledge and eujoyment of it. In the same way the Lord bath and'
will deal with all his people. His churreh is his. pecuJ.i'ar Care. It
was once shut up in the ark, yet it cea~ed not. Election must cease
when the church cloth. All'revea1ed in (he sc-r.iptures concerning
the everlasting covenant which took place between the _two PERS.ONS in th~ Godhqad, is but an open declaration of what was tllansacted between them within the vaiL when all was vast eternity.
Abraharn the father of' the fa\thfl\~ was an elect velisel of mercy. He
was born a sinner, brought up an idolator, and called by the Lord
out of his natural state to leave his sins-kindred and country to go
into a land which h~ was afterwards to receive ft>r an inheritance;
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just as we are and have been, believers in Jesus; called by gl'a~e
out of a state of death into a state of spiritual life. In the
chapter before us the Lord God touches Oil this subject. He
erects his throne-selects ajury-summonses them into open court
-commands ~heir attention-and bids them keep silence whilst He.
proclaims his Eternal Power and Godhead, and relates his acts of
grace and majesty. He saith by way of introduction, "Keep silence before me, 0 Islands, and let the people renew their strength;
Jet them come near, then Jet them speak; let us come near together to judgment." Having thus summoned them before him, he
further saith, " Who raised up the righteous man from the east,
called him to his foot, gave the nation before him, and made him
rule our kings? He gave them as dust to his sword, and as driven
stubble to his bow. He pursued them and passed safely; even by
the way that he had not gone with his feet. Who hath wrought
and done it, calling the generation from the beginning ?" Who
called Ahraham the righteous man; he being justified in the righteousnesll of Christ; Who gave him victory over Chedorlaomor,
and the kings that were with him? Who enabled him to pursue
them, and pass on safely? Who hath wrought and done it? The
same that at first called man into being, and maintained the genera;.
tions of m~n hitherto. Even I, the Lord the first, and I the last,
I am he. Though by this dispensation of my grace to Abraham,
the great father or patriarch of the Jewish nation; I gave signal
proofs of my self-existence, and struck a blow at idolatry. Yet
instead of any improvement being made of this by the inhabitants
of Ur and Chaldea; " The isles saw it and feared, the ends of the
earth were afraid, drew near and came. They helped everyone
his neighbour, and everyone said to his brother, be of good courage," to set up and continue idolatry. This being suited to their
hearts they immediately applied themselves to the accursed work.
,. So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smooth.
cth with the hammer, him that smote the anvil, saying, It is ready
for the soddering: and he fastened it with nails that it should not
be moved."
,
The Lord having thus exposed the ignorance and vanity of idolators, how they laboured in vain to set up a thing of nought, applies himself to his beloved church and people among the Jews,
saying, " But thou Israel art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham mv friend." Such is the immense greatness of the love wherewith God loves his beloved, that like as we,
when a person is lovely and dear to us, we often repeat their name
with great respect and delight, so does the Lord God. Abrabam
had been many ages past removed from earth to heaven by death,
yet the Lord mentions his name with great delight, calls him friend,
speaks of his choice of bim, and of hiS salvation to him on that account. "But thou Israel art my servant, I have chosen thee and
not cast tlJee away!' Thus Jehovah claims covenant relation and
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priety in him. Then follow the words of my text. cc Fear thou
not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed for I am thy God; I will
~trengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I \\ ill uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteousness. In which Scripture we have
the Lord opening his heart to his people, speaking it out, and pm_
mising to be all that to them they ca.n possibly need or desire him
to be. In speaking from, and' in opening and explaining' this'
scripture, [ will set before you a few particulars.
First, I will briefly suggest the Lord's relationship to his people
by an everlasting covenant.
Secondly, What the Lord here saith unto them, Which is, " Fear
thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed for r am thy God;
I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will uphold thee
with the right hand of my righteousness."
In going through each of these particulars, I hope through the
blessing of the Holy Ghost to open to your view the fountain and
spring of the water of life; and may it be given you to drink and
be satisfied with the consolations contained in it.
I here set before yOll the blessed relation the Lord God stands in
to his people, and to you as sllch. In the Bible we read, " Blessed
be the Lord God of Shem; which imi)lies that he was the Lord his
God. He saith also to Abraham, " I will be thy God." He calls
himself the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and adds, ,
this is my name for ever, and this my memorial unto all generations."
Moses says to the Israelites, that this is JehC!lvah's glorious and fearful name, " The Lord thy God." This name, the Lord thy God,
is not expressive of what the Lord is in himself, but what he is to
us. And his being the Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
and the Lord our Gael; is founded upon his own free and sovereign
grace, which he expressed bdore the world began, in loving the
persons of the elect With an everlasting love-in choosing them in
Christ-blessing'them in Christ, and predestinating them to the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will. The whole being to the praise of the
glory of his grace. The elect being in Christ, and one with him
from everlasting; it pleased Jehovah, under the foreviews of the
fall, to frame a covenant, which we stile the covenant of grace; and
the Lord Jesus Christ is the head of this covenant. It was framed
on purpose for the display of God's grace and mercy towards bis
people as fallen. Christ was the Surety of it. The eases of alJ the
people of God were considered. Sah'atioll was provided. The
blessings of it wete to be freely dispensed. And upon the footing of this transaction, Jehovah in all Per.;ons and Perfections,
hecomes the Lord God of his people; and engages to be their salvation, glory, lihield, and defence; yea, " All in all" "The Lord
God shall be thy everlasting jight, and thy God thy glory." David knew God ill a C0venant relation to him, and being about to
V 01. IlL-No. IX.
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have his eyes closed in death, lays hold of this as bis only refuge,
saying. " Although my !louse be not so with God; yet he bath
made with me all everlasting covenant ordered in all things and
sure; for this is all my salvation." The Lord God pronounces
concerning his church and people, that they are bis inberitance,
his portion, his beloved, and he delights in expressly declaring to
them. "I am the Lord your God." He said to his beloved Abraham, " T will be thy God." This was the greatest sentence the
Lord God ever pronounced to him. The utmost display of grace
is contained in it. If be will be Abraham's God, he must love him
with an immutable love. He must be his shield to protect him
from all his enemies. He must provide all through life. He must
support bis faith in the article of death, and be his exceeding
great reward in glory.
The Lord, to show him that he was
ablelto fill up this relation worthy of his own majesty and grace,
so that Abraham's faith and hope should never be disappointed;
Said to him, "I am God Almighty or All-sufficient." AII.suffficient for my own complete blessedness-and all-sufficient to
make thee trulv and everlastingly blessed.
It is an eternal
truth, that the Lord stands in one and the same relation to all
his people. What therefore was spoken to Abraham, is spoken
to us, and to all the believing children of Abraham. To all the
household and family of faith. And in the same way the Lord God
became Abraham's God, he becomes theirs also. This is by an
eternal act of grace displayed by an everlasting covenant. The
elect being the objects of God's ineffable love, it pleased him to lay
the foundation of their union to himself, and his union to them in
the Person of the God-man. The essential Word and only begotten Son of God, was pleased to partake of their nature, that they
might be so united in him, and he to t-hem, as for him to be capable through this medium to express to their souls and bodies, all the
love and lr.ercy of Godhead. He undertook in the council and
covenant of peace, to become Immanuel, and be one with his people, that he might in their nature bear their sins and carry their
sorrows. Blessings on him, he is a partaker of our nature. He
bath been in our world. He hath carried the great plan of reconciliation in execution. He hath finished the transgression, made
an end of sins, made reconciliation for iniquity, and brought in
everlasting righteousness. And he is pleased to send his Holy
Spirit into the hearts of all his people to bring them to the saving
knowledge of himself to believe in Him for everlasting life, and to
come to the Father in his name. And thus it is given to them to
know for themselves that they are the sons and daughters of the
Lord God Almighty.
Having thus briefly suggested the relation the Lord stands in to
his people, I proceed to attend to what the Lord saith to them in
my text, " Fear thou not for I am with thee; be not dismayeJ, for
I am thy God; I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea [
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will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness." Here
I would divide and subdivide; hoping thereby to open the spring
which contains everlasting consolation. [will first consider who is
the speaker, and to whom these words are spoken, and then, what
is here spoken; and go on to comment on each of the particulars
expressed.
As to the speaker, it is Jehovah, Abraham's God is the speaker.
God is invisible. We cannot see him and live. We cannot hear
his voice but by his written word, for did he speak in his terrible
majesty to us, we should faint and altogether fail. That this may
not be the case, God in the Person qf his Son comes down into our
nature, and speaks in the Person of the Glorious Mediator. The
Eternal Son of the Father. And it is the voice of grace and mercy,
life and consolation. Nay, astonishing grace! God stoops lower
still; and is pleased to converse with us, and open his heart to us,
and quicken and comfort us by his written word. There he speaks
freely and fully to us as our case may be. And by the influence of
his Holy Spirit he so gives us to hear his voice, to hold communion
with him through the word of his grace by faith in Christ Jesus
that we find it to be unto us spirit and life. ?Tis a most wonderful
display of grace, that God should appoint such a vehide to convey to us the knowl~dge of his mind and will, and open his heart,
proclaim the riches of his mercy, and speak so particularly to our
cases, experiences, fears, feelings, si ns, corru ptions, and sorrows;
yea, to each and everyone of his beloved ones, as it respects their
circumstances and trials in life, that not one thing is omitted. He
speaks and addresses these words of promise to his children. Art
thou one of them? If thou art a believer in the Lord Jesus Chri~t,
if thou art resting wholly on the Person, blood, and righteousness of
Him who was God and man, Christ Jesus, for everlasting salvation
thou art. For the apostle Paul says, " Ye are the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus." And to use Mr. Romaine's words, " Go
away and live upon Christ as though he was thy Chrbt, that is the
best way for thee to know thy intere.t in him."
I will consider here what is spoken. The words are a promise,
full of every blessing. This, like some others, sheds a most wonderful shower of heavenly influences on believers. 'Tis like those
collection of stars which we call constellations, of which Orion is
the brightest in tbe visible heavens. Here is an ocean of gracea fountain of living waters-a perpetual spring. Here is water of
life-a cordial for life-help for the needy-strength for the weak
-victory for the oppressed-perseverance for the faint who is yet
journeying. Here is the Lord himself, saying to his people, to you,
to me, who know him, 1 am thy God. That such a sovereign pro.
mise, so comprehensive as to extend to the whole of our case, may
do us good, and that none of the essence of it be lo,t; I will proceed in opening it, so as to comment on the particular points and
clauses of it, and may the Lord refresh Ollr &ouls with his presence
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and blessing, whilst we are thus engaged. The first clause readftl
thus, " Fear thou not." The Lord's people are the subjects of
fears. Some are constitutional: others legal: others through unbelief. The frame, texture, and temperament of our bodies so far
differ, that what does not affect ont' who is a child of God, hath an
effect upon another. But one mercy is, there is in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in this word of his grace, a most suitable relief.
What is thy case, 0 believer? Speak out, Keep it not to thyself.
To pore solitary over thyself, and the suggestions of Satan will do
thee no good. Hast thou fears? Are they various? Do they origir:ate from various causes? I will aim briefly to express them. Is
thy natural frame nervous, and does every thing so influence it as
to give thee a shock, and tmhinge thy mind so that thou art fit for
nothing. Jesus Christ knows thy frame, he remembers thou art
dust. Rest thou here. And remember, " Like as a father pitieth
his children: so the Lord pitieth them that fEar him." Are thy
fears legal? Dost thou doubt of being effectually'called, that thou
bast the true work of God on thy mind, that thou art savingly enligbtened, that thou hast real communion with God 1 Rememher these fears are peculiar to the people of God; and though
. there is no call for them, nor cause why they should indulge
them; yet, as they are common to all the holy brethren, they
make nothing against thee. Are thy fears all of them such as
, these? Art tbou, through the prevalency of unbelief, thinking
thy sins too great, too many, and too black to be forgiven?
Remember who it was that made the greaattonement for sinGod and man, the fellow of the Loid of hosts. He made his soul,
an offering for sin. He put away sin by the sacrifice of himself,
and his blood c1eanseth from all si,n. Are thy fears about outward
things? Does the signs of the times, the war, the report of a threatened invasion by the French terrify thee? 'Tis promised thy bread
shall be given thee, and thy water shall be sure. The war IS under
the diledion of the Almighty Jesus. The French are not come
p·t, and God grant they never may. And if they were all this
lIloment in the channel, our Jesus would at once, in a moment consume them, and deliver Ihe nation from all fear and concern about
them.*
Beloved, if J'ou had no fears, the Lord would 1I0t say, "Fear
thou 110t." If you had ten thousand fears, and Jesus bids you,
Fear not; they must all be needless. He saith to all who are among
the number of his called people, " Fear thou not, for I am with
thee." 0 what a cordial is this to fainting, fearing, drooping mindl1.
I, saith Jesus, am with thee. You cannot have better company,
nor a more faithful friend. One who knows all thy case. Who

'* It appears when the good man delivered the discourse, it was under the
reign of Bonaparte, w hen it waa imagined, and it was only an imagination,
that the EmpelOl' of the French was ceming to "swallow us up," an expression made nse of in a tellljJol'aJ")' 1"01 mulary of Prayer but shortly after re·
scinded.-ED.
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keeps his eye on all thy fears. He makes thy case his own. He
will ~ot le~ve thee, nor forsake the~. He feels for thee. He sympathIzes wilh thee. He appears III the presence of God for thee.
He is touched to the quick for thee, and on account of thy mise.
ries and ~piritual maladies. And He it is who says to thee, " Fear
thou not for I am with thee." Blessings on him, he vouchsafes his
covenant presence to his church, when they do not enjoy his manifestative presence. 0 that you who are the Lord's people would
consider this! Jesus as God is omniscient and omnipotent. He
filleth heaven and .earth with his presence. But he is with his
church and people in a covenant way. And his eye and heart are
perpetually on them. 0 live then in the belief of this. Feel what
you may, call not this truth in question; seeing the mouth of the
Lord hath spoken it. "I am with thee, 0 fearful soul, saith Jesus:
I am he to save thee from thy fears-to heal thee from thy wounds
-to pardon thee from tlly sins-to spell k to thy conscience-to
cover thee with the robe of my everla~tJng righteousness-to anoint
thee with the unction that teacheth all things-to be !rll to thee, and
to supply thee with all necessary good. h not this enough, 0 \e
sons and daughters of the Most H ig:h God? Can the Lord Jesus
add to this? by saying, Be not dismayed for I am thy God. Blessings
on him, he doth.
It may be the rumour of war and expectation of an invasion
may terrify a~d cause dism~y in th~ minds .of some. It should not,
when we constder the Lord s arm IS ommpotent. The church is
his pecMliar care. . ~nd he has marv:ellously protected this ~mpire,
and wrought surpnsmg acts of prOVIdence 011 the behalf of It. 'Tis
true we are under a peculiar dispensation of. providence at this time.
The Lord Jesus hath stretched out his hand and laid it upon our
persons, property, and time. It may be viewed as though all would
be put under martial Jaw. The French may be permitted to come
among us, we may be forced to be engaged even on the Sabbath
Day. Let it be even so, which I pray the Lord to prevent; yet
what does he here say to all his people, " Be not dismayed for Jam
thy God."
Let Jesus lay his hand upon us, and let him be truly welcome so
to do. We have no cause to complain. Let him take, life, health,
wealth, friends, and all; he takes but what he gave. Even then it
would become us to say, as Job did, "Naked came I out of my
mother's womb, and naked shall I return: the Lord gave, and the
Lord hath taken away, blessed be the Ilame of the Lord. Blolt our
Lord here saith, " Be lIOt dismayed." Let no enemies, sorrows, or
trials, take' off your eye from me. But say some, if we did but know
that the Lord was our God, then would we be undismayed indeed,
because the Lord is and ever has been a present help in trouble.
But this is not clear to us. What! Do you hear the voice of God
in his word, saying, " Be not dismayed, for I am thy God;"
and can you doubt the truth of what he saith? I say to each and

~.
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everyone of you, it is the greatest blessing this side heaven to know
the Lord to be your God. Believe what he here saith upon the
truth and immutability of his own word. You cannot have better
warrant nor ground for so doillg. Do you, believers in Jesus, hear
the Lord speaking to yOll? Dost thou, believer, whose mind is
discomposed by views of what passetb within and without? Blessed
then indeed are your ears, for they hear what will quicken, corn.
fort, and animate your fainting souls. "Be not dismayed," saith
thy Jesus, let thy sins, corruptions, triab, enemies, fears, feelings,
views. and apprebensions be wbat tbey may, " For I am tby God."
I am thine. Nor am I unmindfuJ of tby case. Tby enemies are
all under my feet. Thy sins are all swallowed up in tbe ocean of
my free grace. Tby all is safe in my bands. Thy trials and sorrows are all by my appointment. My thoughts towards thee are
thoughts of peace to give thee an expected end. "Be not therefore dismayed, For I am thy God." As God self-existent I love
thee, and have loved thee with an everlasting love before the world
was. I as tby God will encircle thee with everlasting mercy. Tbe
covenant of my grace is everlasting. I have provided in it every
tbing thou canst possibly need. An everlasting righteousness, in
which thou art perfection itself. All atonement in whicb tbou art
sinless ill my sigbt. Grace which thy wants cannot exhaust. Everlasting life, sucb as death itself cannot put a stop to for one single
momellt. Everlasting consolation, " I am thy God." And I glory
in this my.relation unto thee. 0 believer! If thou didst but bear
this voice of the Lord thy God, speaking thus in the simplicity of
his word to thee; it would cause thy heart to leap for joy, upon
this, " I am thy God," thou mayest build as high as heaven on
this promise, and thou shalt never be disappointed. And if thou
receivest these words into tby heart, and livest in the real belief of
them, thou mayest defy all dangers and enemies, both of earLb and
hell. Therefore," Be not dismayed, for I am thy God." Here is
a spring of life and salvation, of consolation, and everlasting joy
indeed. Keep thine eye upon it, 0 believer, and bind it rou nd
thy heart. It will be of infinite service to tbee. It may be thou
feelest thyself incapable or intimidated in believing, and trustilig
in the Lord's word, for life, light, victory, comfort, and salvation;
over sin, self, the world, death and bell, by any power of tbine
own. It is real grace jf thou dost. But what then does the Lord
say, " I will strengthen thee." This is just what tboll needest.
The Lord Jesus will be strength unto thee, it is well for thee, believer, to feel thy weak ness. There is no cause for thee to be cl iscouraged on that account. It should please thee well to have increasing experience of it. Because as the Holy Spirit opens the
eye of faith to look at his word of promise, thou wilt rejoice in thy
own nothingness and weakness, that Christ's strength may be displayed in thee. But sayest thou. my enemies may gather strength;
all the hosts of hell may assault; the Lord adds, " I will help thee,
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yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness."
I ask, 0 ye saints and children of the Most High God, what can
the Lord add to this, except it be the fulfilment thereof? When
public enemies invaded and came up against Judea, in the days of
Jehoshaphat, though a numerous host; on the king and people
seeking to the Lord for help, he gave them to know their request
should be granted. And accordingly it came to pass, and the
stout hearted were spoiled, and slept the sleep of death.
In Hezekiah's time, Zennacherib invaded even Jerusalem, after
he had taken many of the frontiers. Yet on the King's prayer,
what a deliverance did the Lord work. He is still the same. Let
us therefore believe the Lord our God, so shall we prosper. Let us
believe bis word so shall we be established. The Lord grant this.
Amen.

SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE.
----000----

AN ATTEMPT TO DELINEATE FROM SCRIPTURE THE BEGINNING,
PROGRESS, AND END, OF THE WORK OF GRACE IN THE SOUL
OF MAN.-BY A CLERGYMAN OF THE CHURCH oz.' ENGLAND.

" This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the Church."

( A Series, continued fl'om p.

:~59)

THE POWER BY WHICH, AND THE MEDIUM THROUGH WHICH, THESH
GRACES ARE CALLED INTO AO'!'ION; AND THE FRUITS BROUGHT
FORTH.

IN the precedipg chaptel', we endeavoured to show, that the graces
of faith, hope, love, and joy, in the exercise whereof, the new man
grows up into Christ, bis head in all things, were solely and en.
tirely of the Spirit's implantation in the soul j proceeding by that
Spirit out of Christ's fulness, who'has the residue of the same, and
all centering, in their exercise, in Jesus: and thus, in a manner, have
we anticpated the first part of our present subject-" the power
whereby those graces are nurtured and called into action :" doubt.
less to the same Spirit, which began the work, we must look for a
continuance of the same.
The whole of the work, from first to last, is exprp.ssly ascribed,
in scripture, to the Holy Spirit; thus," The kingdom of God is
not meat and drink; b,ut righteous.ness, and peace, and joy in tbe
Holy Ghost;" Rom. xiv. 17. wher~in the apostle is certainly speaking of these gr:;tces of the ~ingdom as in exercise; first, because the
fruits are specified-righteousness, and peace, and joy-rather than
th~ graces themselve~ ; and secondly, because in the next verse he
says, " he that in these things serveth Christ, &c. again, in the next
chapter, 13th verse, he thus prays for them; "Now the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing. that ye may abound
in bope, through the power of the Holy Ghost." Now, our Lord
says to hii diSCiples, John xvi. 2il. "1 will see JOU again ;" that is,
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as he had already explained himself by the coming of the Holy
Spirit; that is, I will visit the work begun in you, by the influences of the Holy Spirit, my covenant gift; and thus a revival shall
take place, and, as he proceeds, " your heart shall rejoice."
If we view the work of grace under scriptural imagoes, we are
led, even more forcibly, to the above conclusion, that the same is
nurtured and called into actual exercise, by the influences of the
Holy Spirit. If we conceive of these graces as plants, they are said
to flourish under the culture, the watering of the Holy Spirit,
which is exhibited under appropriate images. Thus," I will be
as the dew unto Israel: and then shall he grow as the lily, and
cast forth his roots as Lebanon." Bosea xiv. 5. Thus is it especially noted of the vineyard, ,. I, the Lord, will water it every moment." Isai. xxvii. 3. Thus in the kingdom of heaven, the: work
of grace, compared in its rise and progress to the corn springing
up in the field; "first the blade, then the ear," &c. Mark iv. 28.
But to what is the corn indebted for its growth? Not to the husbandman, " for he sleeps, and riseth night and day; but to the
kindly influences of the heavens, which represent unto us those of
the Holy Spirit: it is thus the graces of the new man are unfolded,
and increase in strength: and this is ~he progression referred to in
the above passage, and elsewhere; and not a progression in outward holiness, which nevertheless will follow, but not in proportion to the expansion of the graces; nor yet so uniform in different
persons, and under various circumstances, as to be depended upon
for evidences.
.
We learn that these graces not only grow under the influence of
the Holy Spirit, but are called into exercise by the operation of the
same upon them. To what are we indebtl.'d for our perception of
the varied fragrance of a garden, but to the air? which is the medium, through which its sweets are conveyed; and further, by its
motion upon the flowers those sweets are drawn forth in the first
instance, and then wafted to us; and it is needless to observe, that
the wind is the usual emblem of the Holy Spirit: it is thus in the
Song of Solomon, after comparing the work of grace to a garden,
the inspired writer cries, " Awake 0 ! North wind; and come thou
South !" Cant. iv. 16. herein beautifully setting forth the opposite
nature of these winds-the one rough, the other, the South, soft,
and gentle, and £nvited, as it were, to temper the former; " Awake,
O! North wind; and come, thou South; and blow upon my garden, that so the spices thereof may flow out." And then follows
the soul's invitation to Christ; "let my beloved come into his garden, and eat his pleasant fruits."
Shall we compare these graces to the several parts of armour;
these must have their edge and polish from the Holy Spirit: or
shall we view them as the different strings of an harp; when those
strings are fixed and tuned, it is the Spirit only, like the skilful
hand of the Son of Jesse, that can play upon the instrument, to still
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the evil spirit in tne breast of Saul: 1 Sam. xvi. 23, or to make a
still closer comparison, which more clearly illustrates our subject,
suppose the instrument to be wbat is called the reolian harp: place
this where there is no current of air, its strings are mute; in a
draught, they send forth sweetest melody.
Thus then, by the Spirit's agency upon them, the garden of the
Lord sends forth its sweets; the harp, its melody; and lastly, as
continually replenished with the oil of Divine grace, and thus only
the lamp emits its flame: or, dropping all similes, by the blessed
Spirit, the graces of the new man are nurtured, and by his agency
upon them, they produce their fruits; and thus is Christ more and
more formed in the hearts of his people, in every feature of his
character; or the image grows in every lineament.
And to this view of the subject, agree the prayers and confessions of all the Old Testament saints: thus Job professes his belief,
" that God would have a desire to the work of his hands:" xiv. J 5.
which desire would lead him to water and perform the same. This
made David pray, "Lord lift thou up the light of thy countenance
upon us;" Ps. iv. 6, and again, " lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the
sleep of death :". Ps. xiii. 3. which are hotl. of them prayers, not
for the beginning of the work, (for David, as no one can doubt was
a converted person long b~{ore he uttered them,) but for a revival of
a work whicb he believed was begun and carryin~ on within-the
work of grace we have been endeavouring to describe: for, as the
flowers of a garden, after a long drought, revive and flourish again~
when visited by some refreshing shower; so doth this work, the new
man, languish under the hidings o( God's countenance, and revive
only when again visited by the beams of the " Sun of Righteousness," Mal. iv. 2, and the dews and showen of that Spirit, which
is his covenant gift: or in other words, and those of David, when
he can set Christ before him, and is favoured with some precious
views of Jesus, then the believer's" heart is glad, and his glory
rejoiceth," Ps. xvi. 8,9. To this effect, lastly, is the prayer of the
prophet, " 0 Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years."Hab. iii. 2.
The same idea the Church of England services convey: as~ especially, when the minister immediately after the Creed, before he
enters upon prayer, "exclaims, the Lord be with yOIl," and the
people answer, " and with thy Spirit," that is, to call forth every
grace in the exercise of prayer and praise. Again, soon after the
people pray, " Take not thine Holy Spirit from us," but still continue its gracious influences to this inward work, that so wc may
" worthily (or in an acceptable manner) magnify thy Hoiy name,"
Collect, Communion Service, But in the Collect for Christmas
Day we conceive, that this doctrine is so clearly taught, "he may
run that readeth it:" thus," grant that we be£ng regenerate, and
made thy children by adoption and grace;" here is the character
Vo!. IlL-No. IX.
sE
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:<pecifled of the person offering- the petition, which immediately
follows, and is this; may daily be renewed by thy Holy Spirit:" so
that herein believers arc praying, not that they may be regenerated,
for the participle is not used, but the adjective: further, the persons
offering the prayer are snpposed to be regenerate; and, as a man
cannot enter into his mother's womb and be born again," or born
twice after the flesh; so neither can he be born more than once of
~he Spirit; but they are praying for a renewal or a revival of the
Jl1~ard work, and that a daily one, since through the assaults of their
spIritual foes, it standeth daily, that is, continually, in need thereof.
Thus then, by the influences of the Holy Spirit upon them, these
graces of the new creature thrive, and are calJed into exercise: and
consequently an expansion, a growth, in point of capacity and
strength, will take place in them beneath the influences of the same;
as the flowers in a garden grow beneath the vernal shower, and the
faculties of an infant gradually expand and gain strength, as he
wo~s in years, and they are called into exercise by contingent
CIrcumstances.
N?w with respect to the medium through which these graces operate 10 the production of their fruits. The powers of the soul may
we think, be reduced to three; the understanding, the affections,
and the will; and these, in their own nature, as they ever have been,
so they ever must continue good; but in their effects, they are
good or evil, according as they are acted upon by a good or evil
power. In the case of Adam before the fall, who stood in the image
of God without any mixture of evil, they must ever, in their effects
have been good-been subservient to the purposes of knowledge,
righteousness, and true holiness, because ever under the influence
of the graces of the Spirit: in the car.e of his offspring, who are
born not in the imaae of God, but that of their fallen parent, (tho'
in point of s(1'ength they may have suffered from the fall) these
faculties must continue in their nature as good as ever; howbeit,
being entirely under the power of sin in the unregenerate, and ofttimes in believers, in whom that body of sin continueth, and will
continue till death j they are, entirely in the unregenerate; and so
far as above specified, in the children of God, evil in their effects;
being made the instruments of error, uncleanness and unrighteousness: (that these effects are not always apparmt by the outward
conduct, must be attributed to the over-ruling providence of God,
who, for the sake of his elect that are in the world, banks up sin,
which otherwise, like a torrent, would overflow the same) ; but, in
the case of these latter, in whose souls the image is renewed, the
same faculties coming under the influence of the graces of the
Spirit, are again good jn their effects, and made subservient to the
same purposes as they were in Aclam; they are yielded as instruments of righteousness unto holiness: thus, the understandin~ is
again enlightened, the affections are spiritualized, and the will is
resigned: and this would be a perfect work, as it was in Adam's
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case: but for indwelling sin, which doth intrude itself, as it were,
yea even with the graces themselves, into every faculty of the soul;
so that as weeds spring up out of the ground, for man's sake accursed, so these weeds of sin spring up even in the garden of the
Lord.
In proof of the above statement, we may observe first, that Adam
in innocence, saw the perfect holiness, justice, and goodness of the
law of God, and the reasonableness of the service it required; and
this, because his understanding, ever under the influence of the
graces of the Spirit, was truly enlightened: now hear the confession of a regenerate man-" the law is hO(IJ, and the commandment
holy, andJust, and good :" with respect to the service it demanded,
the reasonableness thereof, the same person saith in another place,
" we thus judge that Christ died for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for
them, and rose again."
Adam's affections, being spiritual, elave to this law and the service it demanded, which his enlightened understanding approved;
agreeably to this speaketh the royal Psalmist-" 0 how I love thy
law:" to the same effect the Apostle Paul-" I delight in the law
of God after the imuard man :" " with the mind I myself serve the
law of God:" the will of Adam was resigned in every respect to
God's; and accordingly St. Paul speaketh of himself, touching the
new man, as " knowing both how to be abased, and how to abound:
as every where, and in all things, instructed both to be full and to'
be hungry; both to abound, and to suffer need:" thus then the
graces of the new creature operate in the production of their fruits,
through the same medium as before; the understanding, the will,
and the affections, in themselves the same, though being now often
perverted to serve the purposes of sin and Satan, they are often evil
in their effects.
Speaking briefly of the fruits brought forth: it has heen already
observed, that we cannot conceive of these graces of the Spirit as
separately in exercise; and therefore the variety in the fruits is not
to be accounted for on the supposition, that one or more of them
may be in exercise, while the others continue passive; but it ariseth
from a temporary ascendency one may be supposed to obtain over
the rest; as variety in colour and harmony from that one colour or
one note, over the others. Now we find these fruits enumerated in
the fifth of Galatians, 22, and 23, and in James iii. 17; in the former passage the apostle calls them the fruit of the Spirit: the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: the graces which produce these
fruits, as well as the exercise thereof necessary to their production,
being solely and entirely of that Spirit: we may observe further,
that in th'e catalogu.e of fruits he expressly mentions three of those
graces-" love,joy, and faith ;" which will be outwardly manifested
by corresponding fruits; and by the union of these with hope. it is
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obvious the rest will be prod uced. The same with respect to those
specified by tbe apostle James-" the wisdom that is from above i5
first pure ;;with an especial reference to hope, " every man that hath
this hope in him, purifieth himself, even as He is pure." "Then
peaceable, gentle:" into these, in their formation, especially enter
faith and love; and so with the other properties ascribed by the
apostle to this wisdom, which is from above. Again, St. Paul classes
these fruits according to tbe faculties of the soul, upon which the
graces operate to produce them; " the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness," referring to the affections" and righteousness," to the
will, " and truth;" the latter, truth, referred especially t:J the un.
derstanding.
These tben are the fruits, which the graces of the Hew man wiII
produce, when under tbe influence of the Holy Spirit: and it is
of the manifestation of these graces, by their fruits, we understand
St. Paul as speaking, when he exhorts Christians to "put on the
new man," for elsewhere he uses the same expression, " put on,"
when evidently speaking of the fruits; " put on therefore, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long suffering." And we may suppose that St. Peter is speaking of the fruit of humility, when he
says," be ye dothed with humility."
,
Tbese fruits constitute the raiment of needle-work. Thus" the
King's daughter is all glorious wit bin'," h\:'re the Psalmist speaks
of the inward work; " her clothing is of wrought gold," this of
the graces of the new man, of sterling value and perfect lustre;
again, she shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework," here as we have said, he is of the fruits whereby these
graces are displayed, as gold would be, through a robe of that texture. Thus then we understand both apostles, as calling upon the
elect t9 put on this outward robe; their justification in the sight of
man; as St James in his epistle doth fu'llyexplain. To the same
purpose is this scripture, "Jet us put Oil the armour of light:"
whence the Church of England takes her Collect for Advent Sunday, give us grace, that we may cast away the works of darkness,
and Pllt upon us the armour of light, now in the time of this mortallife," " for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest." Now is the time to
" walk as children of light, to approve ourselves to the world chil.
dren of him," who came to visit us in great humility; leaving us
an example that we should follow his steps. Now we shall not find
the apostle exhorting unregenerate men to lead holy lives, but he
enjoins Titus to exhort them "which had believed in God, tbat
they mig-ht be careful to maintain good works." "To shew out.
of a good conversation, their works with meekness of wisdom."
From what has been said in the above chapter, may be inferred the
high value we ought to set on religious ordinances; since, by the
agency of tbe Holy Spirit upon them, the graces of its own im-
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plantation, are also brought into exercise; anc.l that Spirit meets us
in the uscof ordinances, it must follow that it is the duty as well as
interest of a believer to be diligent in his attendance upon them:
It is like ex posing plants to the sun and rain, or the harp to the
wind that draws forth its melody. As it is the duty of the natural
man to attend upon ordinances, since the Lord of all, his Creator
hath instituted them, and negligence will highly aggravate the condemation of those that perish; so the believer is not placed above
the want of them. "Those that be planted in the honse of the
Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God." c, The' rees of the
Lord are ever full of sap :"are silently growing, while all around,
yea they themselves, are unconscious of it, even beneath the winter's storm, but it is in the use of ordinances especially, that they
put forth their leaves, and" blossom as the rose." In the word of
God, his children, all of them from the greatest to the least, " beholding as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the
same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord."
In such situations, " the myrtle trees hlossom," for the Lord is
in the midst of them, according to promise, in Matthew xxviii. 20.
This made David say, a" a day in thy courts is better than a thousand;" for he knew him, whose courts they were, and knew him
for himself; again, c, I had rather 13e a, door-keeper in the house
of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickeness," for he had
learnt they were" wisdom's gates," and knew, by experience,
that" whoso .findelh her findeth life, and should obtain favour of
the Lord; while the wicked, who scoffed at him, and hated her,
only proved that they were in c, love with death." "The first day
of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst,
and saith unto them, peace be unto you." Nothing could bar him
out, who ever was, ever is, and ever will be present with his people.
,
"Forsake not then the assembling yourselves together, as the
manner of some is;" nor say within }'our hearts, " it is vain to'
serve God: and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance j "
God never" said unto the seed of J acob, seek ye me in vain :" has
he put it into your hearts to seek, and will he no! meet you and fulfil all your desire? " O! enter into his gates with thanskgiving,
and into his courts with praise: for the Lord is gooJ, his mercy- is
everlasting; and his truth end ureth to all generations."
.
But be not content with performing public acts of devotion, it is
not only in the congregation of the saints; beneath the preaching
?f the word, or when partaking of the Sacrameuts, that you may,
expect the presence of the Lord: Christ was with Nathanael under
the fig tree. "A book of remembrance is written before God,"
not only for the public services of his people, but theIr mostpri~
vate devotions•. To meet the people ot God abroad with a shining
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face, as one lately come down from the mount, Exod. xxxiv. lW.
Be diligent in private exercises; meditation, and prayer: if these
be neglected; formality and listlessness will soon creep into the
other: be watchful then-ever' watch unto prayer,' and' strengthen the things which yet remain, but are ever ready to die.'

In oour next will he z"nserted, The World into which the New Man
Z"S horn, and the Food wMch supports Mm.
----000----

AN ATTEMPT TO RESCUE THE HOLY SCRIPTURES FROM THE
RIDICULE AND OnJECTlONS OF UNBELIEVERs.

(concluded from p. 820.)

n.

PETER.

I

CHAP. I.
1. Last clause---through the righteousness of our God and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
4. by whom (Christ, as the preceding verses testify) are given to
us exceeding great and precious promises, that by these ye might
become partakers of a* divine nature.
8. For these being in you and abounding, the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ, determines you to be neither inactive nor
unfruitful therein.
9. But whoso lacketh these (graces mentioned in the preceding
verses) is blind, closing the eyes against the light, forgetting the
having received the purificatIon of his old sins.
10. Wherefore brethren, give more diligence, to make your
calling and election sure; for practising these (graces) ye would
not have fallen, neither have stumbled.of 0&1 JI'~ 'ti1'r""QfJTI 'ti1O'r'. (Or)
ye should in no wise bave fallen.

* Partakers of A. divine nature, not" tke" divine nature; for though
the promises ofthe Gospel, when duly embraced, have such a transforming efficacy (by the gracious influence of the divine Spirit) as to turn
the souls of men from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan
to serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear; yet, they
do not cause us to be partakers cif, but assimilate 1IS to that divine
nature.
t 'ti1'r"i'q'fJT' is.2d pers. plur. 1st aor. sub. from UTili whose derivatives
are used twice in James iii. 2., and rendered" offend," Rom. xi. 11.,
"stumbled," and in 2 Peter i. 10.," fall!' I have therefore given it the
reading which this note refers to, because there are two negatives 8 and
p.~, and as the verb is translated both-to fall, and-to stumble, I have
given each of those negatives their proper signification.
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CHAP. H.
4. First clause-Instead of "For if," read For though God

spared not, &c;
7. First clause- Instead of" And delivered," read Yet he delivered, &c.
CHAP. Ill.
16. For" Unlearned," read Unteacbable.

I. JOHN.

CHAP. J.
10. Instead of "We make," read We account bim a liar,
&c.
- - For it is not possible to make him such.
CHAP. II.
1. - - I write ur,to you that ye sin not, but if any should have
sinned, 'We have, ~c.
,
CHAP. Ill.
3. And everyone that hath this hope in him, sepa1'ateth himself as he is separate.

- - Namely, from sin and sinners; for if the primItIve
Christians were "not sufficient of themselves to think any thing
as of themselves," how should they purify themselves even as God
is pure. Every sincere Christian will pant after, and earnestly
seek for, sanctification and purity in heart and life, but to attain to
the exalted state above described, is not to be expected in this state
of mortality and imperfection.

7.

~
?l'OI';;'
(part.
prcs.)
The making, or accounting,

1tc¥9~,

even

liS

''''UO,

he

~1"1)(,16,

righteous

'l"~1I ~U,,"ocrt,"l'

righteousness

;11'/(1)(,101 I~I
righteous is

'~II*

is

7. Whosoever isjustijied isrigllteous, even as heisrigkieous.
• As it is justly feared that the common reading of this verse leads
some persons to suppose that they must attain to such an exalted degree
of holiness as to be perfect, as God himself is, J have given the above
interlincary translation. and submit' to the learned in the Greek tongue,
whether it ought not to be read as follows. The common reading of it
is experienced by no one, and contradicts Psm. xiv., &c., Rom. iii. 10.
J 8., and a variety of other texts; and J am clearly of opini'ln that J olm
xvii. 'lOo 26., countenances the following one.

416

THE GOSPEl. MAGAZINE.

9. Whosoever is born of God, pl'actiseth not sin, for his seed
remaineth in him; and he cannot miss the mark, because he is born
of God.*
CHAP. V.
10. " He that believeth in the Son of God, hath the witness ill
himself;" he that IJelieveth not in this God, ha.th accounted hirn a
liar, because. he believeth not the testimony that God hath testified
concerning- his Son.
12 He that hath the Son hath that life; but he that hath not
the Son OF GOD, hath not that life.
13.· ]}Iiddle clause-That ye may know that ye have eternal
life·t
18. We know that whosoever is born of God, misseth not the
mark;t (erreth not essentially, or mistaketh not the way) but,
having been begotten of God, he watcheth§ himself, and the
wicked one hurteth him not.
19. Lastclause-The whole world lieth in the wicked-one.
20. Last clause-Jesus Christ; this is the true God and the Lzfe

Eternal.

.

*

See llote on chap: v. ver. 18.
t As Illany people deny that there is a possibility of anyone knowing
that he shall lJe saved eternally, the following Scriptures are recommended to their serious consideration-Luke i. 77., Coloss.i. 14., 1 John
v. 13.; where it is irrefutably manifested that they who have FAITH IN
THE SON OF GOD, which is U of the operation of God," Col. ii. 12.,
Life eternal is begun in them, and shall be carried on unto the day 0
complete redemption. See Ephes. iv. 30.-32., and John xvii. 20.-26.
t Dr,fJ-Defram, 3d pers. sing. pres. indic. ab AfJ-Def:rDe'tI, which signifies
literally i t to miss a mark;" see Mr•. Parkhurst's Lexicon, in loco, also
Robertson's Thesaur., Dugard's and Dawson's Lexicons, &c., who
render that verb primarily" aberro, to wander, to go astray, to mistake,
to miss, &c." Probably the apostle might have something of this kind
in view when he says "I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling in Christ Jesus." Was it allowed to be read-Whosoever is born
of God sinneth not? Would that be true? seeing that the Scriptures
insist upon the imperfections even of the justified ; as may be seen Psm.
xiv. 1. 3., lii. 1,8., Rom. iii. 10. 18., Prov. xxiv. 16., and especially Eccles.
vii. 20.
§ T"e1tl signifies" to watch," as well as to keep.
---000-

A SHORT COMMENT

OF

MR. ROMAINE'S UPON THE NINTH
I'sALM.

THIS Psalm treats of the wonderful work of God in delivering
Cbrist from aH his enemies, and from death especially. A right
understanding of this deliverance, and faith in it, will lead us to
praise God for it at all times: because he will give us reason to sing
of our deliverance through him from all our sins, and foes, and
miseries: And this win keep our hearts in tune to praise the
Lord.
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APHORISMS BY WILLlAM ROl\lAINE,

Never before Published.
No. XLV.
IT is worth while now and then to stop and consider-I hear the
gospel, Do I understand it? I understand it~ Do I believe it? 1
believe it, Do I enjoy it? Have I it in title and possession?
The gospel does not say a hard word to anyone coming to Christ,
but it speaks encouragement on encouragement to such.
The riches~ pleasures, and honours of the worldling, only pave
a smoother way to hell.
I can witness among many others, that Christ never took away
any outward blessing, but he gave a spiritual one instead of it.
Peter sometimes stood in his own strength, and as often as he did
so, he fell.
o what are the best of us when God leaves us to ourselves!
Faith having stood the test, you will have more fellowship with
God.
God generally puts faith to the trial, in a way very disagreeable
to flesh and blood.
.
If God gives faith, he tries it over and over, as he did Abraham's.
The love of Christ is the most constraining obligation in the
world; what cannot it influence a man to do !
If Christ had left any thing for us to do, even to the moving of
a hand, we should be lost for ever.
The believer goes every day to his commander for orders, with
" Lord make me a good soldier to.day."
. If you have come to the Redeemer, I am sure your hearts hate
Sill.

There's no way to g-et the conscience at peace, there's no way
to get the heart sanctified, there's no way to get over the least sin,
but as we go to Jesus,
When sin separated from God, it left the soul as dead as a
stone.
The law of God consists of two parts; first, of precepts enjoined;
secondly of penalties threatened; it is his revealed will, requiring
what you and I ought to do, and not doing it, what we ought to
suffer. Now the believer flies to Christ to an swer the penalties of
the law for him, and to fulfil the precepts Qf the law for him.
The sinner casting himself on the mercy of God in Christ Jesus,
is as safe as any now in heaven.
The greatest act of obedience is to ta,ke Christ Jesus.
The longer you stay away from Christ, the worse you'll be.
I carry about with me a burthen intolerable, which I could not
support under, did not he who sustains heaven and earth uphold
me.
Vol. IlL-No. IX.
3 F
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PHARAUH'S CONSISTENCY CONTRASTED.

" And Pharaoh said, who is the Lord that I should obey his voice to let Israel
go. I know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel gO."

Is it possible there can be anything worthy of imitation, in the
character of the hardened, persecuting, idolatrous king of E~Yrt?
Shall he be brought forward as an example for a Christian land?
It is not Pharaoh's renunciation of the true and only God; his hardened conduct in the sight of such miracles; his bitter persecution
of God's people; that we would hold up as ran example; but his
candour, taken abstractedly as a quality :-He does not hypocritically say, " I know the Lord, I will obey him," while he is doing
the deeds of the devil; he does not profess to serve Israel's God,
while secretly worshipping idols ;-he does not pretend to protect
the people of God, while he is loading them with burdens, too
heavy to bear; he candidly inquires, Who is the Lord, that I should
-obey his voice to let Israel go." An open enemy is not to be feared
-but it is the pretended friend-the wolf in sheep's clothing; the
false colours that we cannot be aware of. It would be more like
the candour of Pharaoh to say,-" We will eat our own bread, and
wear our own apparel, only let us be called by thy name, to take
away our reproach." But now the children's bread is not unly taken
by unsanctified hands, but it is forced down the throats of the gaping
multitude by the blind zeal of those who are offering to allY, who
will accept of it, that salvation which is exclusively the free gift of
God. The holy garments are polluted by dead bodies, and the
righteous robe, of the blessed Redeemer, usurped by tho,e, whose
filthy garments have not been taken away-who have not yet received the command for a change of raiment, and for the fair mitre
to be set upon the head ;-and this can only be effected when the
an gel of the Lord stands by.
It would be more like Pharaoh's candour, to cry out with the
multitude, Crucify him, crucify him-than like Judas, betray the
Lord with a kiss. More like Pharaoh's candour, to be breathing
out threateni ngs and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord,
as Sanl of Tarsus did-than to be like those of whom Paul the
apostle says, " There are many unruly, vain talkers and deceivers,
whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake. They
profess that they know God; but in works they deny him: bein~
abominable and disobedient, and unto every good work reprubate."

A

FEMALE WANDERER IN THE WrLDEltNI\SS.
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BERRJDGE'S LETTERS.
LETTER XXIV.

Everton, Mar. 15, 1786.
DEAR AND HONOURED SIR,

You are now returned I Sll ppose, from YOllr episcopal visitation,
and have made a sea-port ring with Gospel Tidings: The Lord
attend them with his blessing. You do well to change your station
every year, and Illay the cloudy pillar alwaj's go before you, and
direct you where to. fix tbe gospel standard
What an honour
the Lord Jesus puts upon you, in employing you to carry abroad
the best news that can be heard, news of salvation; whilst others
travel to behold the vain glitter of earthly glory, ) ou are travelling
to show to sinners the unsearchable riches of Christ, and allure them
to his arms. The Lord who employs you, is a good master; and
will remember e"ery labour of love you undertake for his sake.
May his presence be ever with you to animate and protect you,
and his Io,'e to refresh you, and may his own dear self be the grow.
ing love and joy of your heart, your strength and confidence, a
sweet present portion, and your everlasting all.
Infirmities I find are growing upon me; but they come at the
Lord's bidding to make him room in the heart; and come with his
blessing to make them welcome. My ears are now so dull, thcy
are not fit for converse; and my eyes are so weak, I can read but
little, and write less 01e1 ndam, who is the devil's darling, sometimes whispers in 'my ear, and he can make me hear with a whisper, what will you do if you become both deaf find blind? I tell
him I must think the more; yea, and thank the Lord for eyes and
ears enjoyed till I was seventy, and for a prospect of a better pair
of eyes and ears when these are gone. What a mercy to have a
never-failing Jesus, when all things else are failing! 0 my God,
I thank thee for the precious gift of thy beloved Son, and for'
sweetly joining my heart unto him. My breath is so weak I cannot walk ten minutes, yet am enabled to preach once a week;
and have more enjoyment of my body when sitting still, and better
rest at night than usual. So here is mercy along with judgmel'lt,
and by and bye it will be mercy without judgment. I hear Mr.
Robert Thornton is married.
May the Lord betroth both the groom and the bride to him-.
self; and plant his faith in the hearts of all your children.Grace and peace be multiplied upon you, Dear Sir, and upon
your much obliged aLld affectionate servant,
JOHN BERRIDGE.
---000-

FROM A SINNER TO A SINNER.

I AM no better than you are, and you are no better than I am. If
I have gone to greater lengths in wickedness, in my outward con-
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duct than you have, or you have outstripped me in outward immorality, profanity, and badness, yet we are both alike. Both our
hearts are deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; and
therefore both you and I lilhould ere long have plunged into perdition like thousands who are in hell, if we had not been kept by
the sovereign, in'esistible, and restraining grace of God, " Who
will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and who will have
compassion on whom he will have compassion, and whom he will
hardeneth." 0 to grace how great we are debtors; not you more
than me, nor me more than you; for God's love is as great towards
you as me, and me as you-the same blood which has atoned for
. your sins, has atoned for mine-the same righteousness that justifies your pardon, justifies mine-the same grace which regenerated
you, has regenerated me- the same Spirit which teaches and leads
you, has taught and led me-the same promises which have been
your support, comfort, and consolation hal'e been so to me-and
.the same goodness and mercy which has foIlowed you hitherto, has
followed me, and will continue to follow us both to the end.We have both one God, one Father, one Saviour, one Comforter,
one Friend, one Guide, and one Preserver. No difference between
us by nature-no difference by grace-no difference in the sig-ht
of God on earth, and there will be no difference in heaven. You
will be no higher nor happier than me, nor shall I be higher or
happier than you; for we shall both stand at God's right handeach clothed in a white robe, and each wear a crown of glory on
our heads, and palms of victory in our hands, and spend an eternity in singing the song which will be always new. You cannot
sing louder than I shall, and I cannot sing louder than you will,
and we shall both sing the same song-a song of eternal praise,
and never ending Hallelujahs to the Trinity in Unity and Unity in
Trinity.
A sinner, Lord, I am;
And if not sav'd by grace,
I'm sure I never shall behold,
In heaven thy smiling face.
A sinner, Lord, I am,
And at thy footstool fall ;
For if notsav'd ty grace alone,
I shall not be at all.
Then in free grace aloue,
Hel' boast my soul shall make;
For whom God loves, he never did,
Nor never will forsake.

JUne 1st. 1838.

A SINNER.
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'CHE SONG OF SONGS.

sublime and mysterious book of God is considered to be a
Jewish fable by the wise in their own eyes~ and the prudent in
their own esteem. To the intellectual man the 11~1JStery f!ffaith is
foolishness. But~ to the spirt"tual man- the mysteJ:y offaith is the
wisuom of God and the power of God. Let us therefore approach
with reverence~ and meditate upon the contents of the Song of
Songs with delight. Before we venture to step over the thrf'shhold by saying one word more respecting it~ we must put off t!le
shoe from ofF our foot~ our own understanding, for we must not
speak intellectually-excellency (if speech~ the enticing words of mdn's
wisdom~ or ill the words which man's wisdom teachelh, but in tbe
words which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things
with spiritual. Blessed Spirit of all trutb, who searcheth all things,
yea, the deeps, or deep things of God; vouchsafe to take of the
things of Jesus) and enlighten our understanding, as the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, that we may know the mysteries, the hidden
wisdom in this portion of Sacred Scripture~ and hold the same in a
pure conscience, to the acknowledgment of the mystery of God,
and of the Father, and of Christ. Amen.
And here, previous to the opening of this precious book of God,
I detain the reader to remark, both the authority of the author of it,
and the proof of its divine authenticity. But previous thereto, allow
me to premise, that there is a Miuister of the Gospel now living,
who made this Song of Songs~ in the days of his unregeneracy ~ the
subject of his mirth and ridicule; of which sinful conduct he was
deeply convinced by the Spirit of God, and subsequently of righteolilsness and of judgment. This man is one of the living witnesses amongst many others, of the Di,"ine inspiration of the Song of
Songs, not only as regan.ls his sin in treating it as a fable, &c. but
in the blessed ex perience of its Divine contents in the power and
demonstration of the Spirit to his own heart.
But to proceed~ as respects the penman of it. There can be no
doubt but that Solomon, whose name it bears, wrote it under the
immediate inspiration of God the Holy Ghost. No professor ever
questioned the inspiration of the 88th and 89th Psalms, of which
Heman and Ethan, two brothers~ were the penmen. Now Solomon is expressly declared to be wiser than Ileman and Ethan, &c.
1 Kings iv. 31. no marvel, therefore, that this sacred book should
be called the Song of Songs, as excelling all other sacled songs in
the sacred mysteries of the love of Christ.
The sad infirmities which marked the conduct of Solomon in his
old age, have no more to do by way of lessening the authority or the
bles:.edness of this Song, than the blood, guiltiness, &c. of David,
in the matter oflUriah the Hittite have in lessening the authority
or the blessedness of those Psalms, of which he was the penman.
It is no doubt a very painful consideration with every awakened
THIS

422

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

child of God and in itself enongh to humble ns in the dust before
the I.ord, for he that thinketh he standeth hath just cause~to take
heed lest he falls, when he beholds men so eminently distinguished
in grace and wisdom, so sadly falling under the power of temptation. But if these men had not been men of like passions with ourselves, they would not have fallen so sadly. And if they had not
been men of like passions with ourselves, to what should we not
come, whcn our secret sins appear before us ill the light of God's
countenance? Surely, we might conclude that, as such gracious
men as David and Solomon had never been overtaken by a fault,
or had transgressed so foul!y as some of us may have done, therefore, the Devil was a tnle witness, in that he persuades a poor soul
to believe, he may be a child of God to-day, and a child of the
devil to morrow! But lest, some persons should think, I am encouraging sinful practices, allow me to observl";that the Lord HATED
DAVID'SSIN, although David was a man after God's own heart. And
in proof thereof, the Lord declared because he had so awfully trans.
gressed, therefore, the sword should never depart from his house,
&c. The fall therefore of Solomon makes no more discord in the
melody of this sweet song on the ear, than the fall of Da\·jd, or of
Peter lessens the blessedness of the truths given us in the Divine
Psalms penned by David, or in the Dirine epistles in the heart
which were penned by Peter! Nay, as both carry such decisive
marks with them, namely the testimony of the Holy Ghost; whilst
we reau and recollect the unworthiness and weakness of the creature instruments, doth not the thought minister yet more powerfully
to bring home the exceeding riches of God's grace, and to endear to
us the infinite preciousness of the Im'e and mercy of the Holy
Author of the Sacred Scripture.
It was truly observed by the late Dr. Hawker, in proof of the Di\'ine authenticity of the Song of Songs, that it was impossible to
conceive the Lord would have blessed as he hath done this s'lcred
part of the llivine writings in every age of the church, and made
it the sweet savour of grace to thousands, if it had not been the
work of his own holy inspiration. Nothing but the most inveterate prejudice could harbour a thought to the contrary. When,
therefore, the heart of an enlightened believer, in the perusal of this
precious book of God, is made to feel its divine power, finds his heart
warmed and animated in the contemplation of its divme truths, and
is led into a participation of the many gracious impressions which
the church enjoyed in the view of her beloved; such evidences
become the fullest proof of its heavenly authority, and shew that it
is what an apostle calls, The engriiftcd W 01 d, wMeh is able to save
the soul.
" Reader! should it be your happy lot, while perusing the Song
of Solomon, to trace in your own ex perience similar effects to
what the church is here said to experience-should you discover.
that \\'hat she sailh of ~esus, you can and do say; that what she
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of her unworthiness you feel: her desires are YOllr
desires; her longings are the very same breathings as your soul is
panting after; and the gracious answers of Jesus to her cries, are
the very refreshments you covet above all that the world holds dear:
will you not, from such inwrought effects upon your heart, in such
a correspondence of the church's experience to your own, accept
this evidence as the strongest of all evidences, that the Son~ of
Solomon's is, indeed, the word alld work of God: and like the man
which the apostle Paul speaks of on anotl'er occasion, you will feel
disposed to do, as he did, whenfrum the secrets a/your heart bdng
thus made manifest, you un"ll fall down upon .your knees and 'worship
Gud, and confess that God is in this lq)ord of a truth."
" But while I lay so much stress upon this evidence, and which
becomes the more valuable to the humble believer, because it is
always near at hand, and easy to be referred to; I do not mean to
pass over in silence the other testimonies the Song of Solomon
brings with it of its divine authenticity."
To the Jews were comm'tted the oracles of God, and as such,
it is an astoni~hing fact, that they never introduced their traditions into the Word of God. That whilst they made void the
Word of God by their traditions, they never ventured to add'
to the \Vord of God the word of man! In their sacred canon
of scripture we have no apocryphal writings; the twenty-two
books of the Old Testamellt, ill number equal to the twenty-two
letters of the Hebrew alphabet, include the Song of Songs, in the
Hebrew Bible called Shir Hashirim. The Septurtgint translation,
which was made three hundred years before the incarnation of
Christ, call it "THE Song;" and i[l the Syriac ver,ions it is entitled the "Wisdom of Wi~doms."
The Jewish testimony is supported by their high and remarkable
veneration for it: for in their M;s71ah, they distill~uish t'his book
with the sacred title of the" Holy of Holies ;" and they forbid
their children to read it, because of its sublime and mysterious
nature, until they were thirty years of age: nor was there ever
any controversy among them about its authenticity l And it is
a fact worthy of notice, that all the Hebrew writers, ancient
and modern, agree that it was I\'ri:ten by the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit. Dr. Gill, i[l his larger commentary on this book,
which was published ill the year 1728", answered all the intellec.
tual objections which had then been made to th:s part of the
Sacred ::icriptures, And I may be permitted to add, that a converted Jew observed in my hearing, that he questioned the christianity of that man who doubted the Divine authenticity of this
book! Indeed, I may be permitted to ask, What opinion can a
converted Jew have of a professing Christian who rejects a part
of the Sacred Oracles of God, which were committed to the Jews,
alld which they have never polluted with a single traJition?
Modern Christians may be so liberal to hold guch r,~jecters in repu-
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tation; but the converted Jew very justly considers such liberality
as licentiousness; as it is in truth, both cruel and Antt"nomian.
It may be, indeed, it ought to be noticed, the impartiality of
the bride, the church, who is introduced speaking in it, confessing
and publishing her own failings and infirmities, is no inconsiderable proof of the same: to which may be added, the agreement between this and other portions of scripture, as particularly Psalm
xlv. and the many seeming allusions and references to various passages of this book in the New Testament; see Matt. xi. 13. and
xiii. 52. and xxi. '38. and xxv. 1, &c. John iii. 8, 29. and vi.
44. 2 Cor. xi. 3. Eph. v. 37. Col. ii. 17. Rev. iii. 20. and xix. 7,
8, compared with Cant. i. 3,4. and ii. ]7. and iv. 7, 16. and v.
I, 2, and vii. 13. and viii. 11, 12. There is also an evident allusion in the viii. 6. to Exod. xxviii. 9-12, and 15-21J.
To the testimony of God's ancient people, the Jp.ws, might be
added the very many proofs of a sacred nature, the book itself
carries in its own contents. For surely the subject of which it
treats; the dignity, and no less simplicity of the style in which it
is written, and the correspondence it bears, in point of doctrine
with the whole of the Bible, all tend to stamp its authority; and,
indeed, it would be little less than blasphemy to question, or to
doubt whether the work were of God or not. The love of Jesus to
his church, and the love the church hath for him, who first loved
her, is the subject, more or less, of the whole of the book. In the
sacred volume, parable and metaphor is so very common, that
the most ordinary reader cannot but have noticed it. From
. the first moment of the Lord's forming his church into a distinct
people from the nations around, in gracious condescension he was
pleased to assume the endearing character of her husband. This
tender appellation is the great outline observed through the whole
of the Song of Songs. And the reader will do well, while he
keeps in view the Lord's love to his church, under this title, to
recollect also that the Holy Ghost closeth the Scripture in the
Book of the Revelation, with holding forth the same token of
Jesus' affection to his redeemed, in calling the church the bride,
the Lamb's wife. But, indeed, and in truth, in this point of view,
the subject ceases to be a mere figure or parable, for it is a blessed
reality. The church of Jesus is truly his body; and his people,
in every individual, are members of HIS FLESH AND OF HIS
BONES.
F. S.
---000-

QUERY.

in the original, I have frequently been alarmed at the
text in Matt. xii. 36. where we are told, " That men shall ~ive an
account of every IDLE word, which they speak, in the day of judgment." What is the meaning of IDLE in this text? If we are to
understand it in its common acceptation, what man can be able to
stand! A solution will oblige, Yours,
J. B.
UNSKILLED
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SOME FOLDS IN CHRIST'S FULNESS UKFOLDED.

(Continuedfrom p. 366.)
TH"~RE is a fullness qf C,'ace in Christ.-As regards quallti~y,

vartely, and lfilicacy. No child of God can lack the grace of God,
for we receive out of his fullness and not out of his scantinell;
those who gather much (like the Israelites did the manna,) have
/lathing over, and those wlIQ gather little have no lack; this is
proved in the salvation of the worst of characters, such as are
r~corded in the scriptures, aud such as hilltory alld observation
thscovers unto us. 'The question is not, what a man once was,
but what by the grace of God he now is. He giveth more grace,
and to him who hath no might he increasetll strength-there is
also in Jesus fullness as regards variety, all have not the same
grace, though all his own has sufficient grace; some are apostles,
some are teachers, &c. anti all for building up Christ's body, his
church. There is also in Jesus fullness as regards efficacy. Grace
is irresistible, immutable, free and eff~ctual, for so it is written,
" He will give grace and glory;" grace is the bud, glory is the
flower. But there is in JesusFullness of Glory-and that as respects originality, brilliancy,
and bestowment. He was the original glory of God; hence saitl'
Jesus to his Father, glorify thou thy Son with the same glory
which I had with thee (not from thee) before the world was; so if
Christ was not originally God in his own right, and person, and
glory, it could not be the same glory as the Father had, it must be
a lesser glory, and consequently only the glorv of a creature 1
which all Pre-existerians, Sabellians, Arians, and Socinians say that
it was; but the snipture enjoins the church to worship the 8,-n
even as they worship the Father, that is, what divine honours we
ascribe to the Father that we are to a:>cribe to the Son, for the
Father saith, Christ, and I are one, and he who hath seen me, hath
seen the Father also. There was also fullness of brilhancy in Jesus,
for he was the brightness of the Father's glory and the ex pres!l
image of his person. Likewise was there in him fullness of glory
in ref!ard to bestowment, since he gives grace and glory to whom
he will. He was to bring many sons to glory, not all the world,
but many sons; and because we are sons (not because we, in time,
are to be made sons,) he hath put the spirit of the Son into our
souls, whereby we are enabled to cry, AI?ba, I,'ather. But there is
in Christ also a-Fultness qf Satisfaction-and that as regards law, justice, and
perfections. Je:>us wa~ both the end and the magnifier of tbe law,
and made it honourable. Jesus satisfied justice by the sword
entering his side and his soul. Jesus honoured all the perfections
of God by doing the Father's will, and the Father acknowledged
Vo!. Bt.-No. IX.
3 G
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the same when he declared, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased. But there is in JesusFlllll1e~s of Wisdom.-Fol· Jesus is both the wisdom of God and
t he power of God, (not a divine power of God but the express
power of God,) so saith Jesus I Wisdom dwell with Prudence, and
by knowledge find out witty inventions. Christ is the fountain of
knowledge, and in him are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and he, <1S the head of the church, dwells with and in the
church. And he, with the Father and the Spirit, by his infinite
knowledge found out the plan of saving his members before one of
them was formed. Salvation is the invention he is said to have
found out. It was a witty (or wise) in"ention, in every respect
worthy of God, honourable to himself and glorious in its termination! But in Jesus there is also a, Fullness of Righteousness.-AII the righteousness of Jesus is
granted unto his church and people, for this is the name whereby
he shall be called, the Lord our Righteousness; we are made or
constituted righteous before God, as we are in him. Jesus wrought
it out by his active and pas,sive obedience, and God the Spirit
works it in and applies it unto the soul of his elect. Allow me my
dear friends to introduce a few lines which I thought might fully
convey to your minds my views with regard to the righteousness
of Christ; and which while composing, I cherished an humble
hope might be the means of clearing up your views also, with
regard to the doctrine of Christ's righteousness, as he personally
accomplished it, and as we, the elect, sland justified in it.
This righteousne~s wrought out by Christ,
Both justifies the sou] ;
And satisfies the law's demand,
And makes the guilty, whole!
This righteousness the Father gaTe
The bride before the fall ;
It is eternal in its rise,
In Christ who is our all.

I observe also that this fullness which it pleased the Father should
dwell in Christ, isFullness 0/ Peace.-For Jesus has made peace for us by the
blood of the cross; hence said Jesus, my peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you; the blood of Jesus speaketh peace to
the believer's conscience, because when applied by God the Spirit
it gives the soul to see, by shedding of blood there is remission of
sins, and that the blaoo of Christ is the blood of God. So true are
those )inesBut when to me the blood's applied
'Tis then I've peace with God.

This was Jesus who came by water and blood, not by water only
but by water and blood; water to sanctify us, and blood to justify
us: from his side flowed blood and water, and from his pierced
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side it flows into our souls, making our consciences free from dead'
works, to sen'e him who is the living and true God; as everything
under the Jaw for the service of the tabernacle was sprinlded wit 11
blood, even so mu,t every soul's conllcience be sprinkled with the
blood of Jesus before it can be fit for the presence of God in the
temple above. Yet further, this fullness that was in Christ isFullnf?s; of Sanctification.-Much has been said with regard to
the doctrine of sanctification. However much might have been
said, it is clear to every living soul there is still much misunderstood; consequently, God's people are trai'ned up in darkneis,
bound in chains, and not unfrequentJy left in doubt and perplexity. The fact is simply this, God the Father sanctifies the
church by electing them into, or setting- them apart in Christ,
unto eternal life before all worlds. God the Son sanctifies the
church by his blood shedding, and God the Spirit by leading the
soul to Christ for sanctification, and applying his blood to the
conscience that is loaded with guilt. ~anctification consists not
in sin being extinct from the believer, but in his aversion to and
forsaking the same. J t is the personal work of God the Spirit to
sanctify all the election of grace oy working a new, living and
just principle within them And sanctification certainly forms
one link in the ehain of evidences of our personal election of God,
since none are thus sanctified but whom the Father has elected.
Sanctification is not the brightest, clearest, or most satisfactory
evidence of our election of God; it is one among the many
eviJences; and why it is not the clearest, is simply because there are
times when the oe/iever looks within-, but discovers little, if any
thing, of the look of the Holy Ghost. All at times seem dark,
oarren, and lifeless; then at such seasons the believer can only
look at Christ, and see his sanctification complete in him. He is
both sanctified and justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and
both his sanctification and justification proceeds from God's eternal
election, the same as condemnation proceeds from God's eternal,
irreversible, and righteous reprobation Oll account of sin, By
dead ministers, sanctification is supposed to consist ill the belit'ver's
nature getting better; if this were true, I confess I know nottling
of it. 1 assure you I discover daily llIore sinfulness within and
without, and am constrained to mourn more and more over my
manifold offences. Instead of perceiving myoid sinful nature
making a progress in true holiness, I cover myself in sackcloth, dust,
and ashes, while I confess I am a llIan of unclean lips! Although I tlJay
be preserved from heinous offences breaking Otlt, still I often tremble while I stand on the awful precipices of temptation. Often am
I constrained to cry out, Uphold me, 0 Lord, and I shall oe safe!
Nothing is more clear to me, than that my sinful nature never can
become a huly nature in any sense; neither can my new nature
which is created after God in true holiness become a sinful natuff'.
1 would be holy, yet rill sinful-l would be patient, yet I'm rebel.
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lious:-I would be watchful yet I'm sleepy-l would be every ihjn~
that 1S holy. wise and good, yet I am everything in myself that is
unholy, foolish and bad. This is my daily experience more or
less, and I believe will remain precisely the same, until my mortal
body shall mingle with the clods of the valley; or rather, until
t.hi.> mortal shall put on immortality, and when 1 shall awake in his
lIkeness! It is in the Holiness of Jesus I expect to shine.
In short, progressive sanctification is at best but a delusion-a
phantom of the brain; it is an heterogeneous jargon of hy pocrites'
unprofitable divinity. It has no truth from scripture or experience.
It is the Sbibboleth of dead men, the mummery of the pope, and
the cant of the professing- religious world. In short it is false!
The scriptures plainly and blessedly declares, Cbrist is made unlo
liS wisdom, righteousness, and sanctification.
It represents our
new nature as being made after God ill righteousness and true
holiness, and further, that our righteousness is of the Lord.
Where then, J would ask, is the utility of teaching the creature to
~ook for progressive sanctification in himself? J admit that grace
)n the h~art will produce a general correctness in life; and where
this is not made manifest, stand ye in doubt of them. But here
let me ask a question, Who knows not but tens of thousands
possess great correctness in conduct who never were imbued with
the spirit of grace? and who knows not, that many who have pos.
sessed much saving grace, have awfully, tor a seawn, turned
a,ide? Facts are stubborn things, and frum God's word there is
no appeal. Were mere professors convinced more of internal sin,
and giveu to see more of the plague of their heart, then progressive
sanctification would be cast unto the moles and bats. Did they
ever truly feel the damning power of sin, and the ldw's tremendous
curse, progressive sanctification would be converted into progressive devili,m. Did they ever know what it was to be plung'd
into the ditch, to stick in the nJire, and their own cloths to abhor
them, then ~rogressivc sanctification would be cashiered from their
creed; then Christ, by the Spirit's tea(;hing, would be exalted,
while the sinner was debased! Ministers, by nature of their oilic:e,
;,re calkd (as instrumf'nts in God's hand) workers together with
God, and private (;hristians are cnjoin'd to grow in grace; and
Ihis g,owth in grace, tl:e Ap()~t1e adds, consists in gro\\ing in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus. Some are tempted to
look much into their sanctifi(;ation to gain a sati,factory evidence
of their justific:atioll. I do not know there can be much fault in
this, if con:"ined within its proper dim,~nsions. Where there are nO
trHces of the sanctification of the Spirit upon the heart, soul, aud
(;ollscience, in vain shall we in the scriptures look for an evidence
of our justification in Christ! where there is the one, there must
be the others. Where Jesus justifies, he also santtifies, both flow
from eternal election, both are elertl~J acts, and both are found
perfel t in Christ. Frulll his side tlowed blood and water, from his
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mouth words of soberness and truth, and from his person virtue
and salvation. Jf a poor soul were to ask me, where shall I look
for my sanctification, justification, acceptation and salvation; I
would say look for each in Christ, for in him it has pleased the
Father all fullness of each shall dwell. With regard to guarding
the truths I have advanced upon tbis head, I would just observe,
the believer is not such a fool as not to know that if a man have
not the spirit of Christ he is none of his. I shall in my next
observe the fulness of .redemption.

(To be Continued.)

----000·----

Theological Revie-w.
The Poor lYJan's Morning Portion, with Short Observations Jar
every Day zn the Year. By Hobcrt Hawker, D. D.-Ben nett.
To the above work is prefixed a profile, or what may he called a
medallion on paper, exhibiting a striking likeness of the author.
The work is so well known, that any commendation from us would
be superfluous; we can only say, we are happy to recommend the
above edition, as it is printed correctly from the author's copy, in
a beautiful type, and excellent paper.
----,000----

National Education, and Lord B/'ougllam's Bill considerid.

By
the Rev. Erancis Close, A. M" Perpetual Curate of Cheltenham.
-Simpkin and Marshal!.
OF late, the whole country has heen in a bustle, respecting a plan
of Universal educatIOn, so thac children shall be instructed at the
public expense. The times are gone by, when our forefathers.
would have scorned such a state ot PAUPERISM,' so di~graceful lo
the spirit of Britons. Happy were the dayf', when the old woman,
with spectacles on her nose, could teach the yonng ideas how lo
shoot, when the pedagogue, shaking his frrule alld birch, commanded his refractory little regiment to obey with ,ubmission 01'-,
ders i,sued from high quarters, when Dyche and Dilw0rth led on to
the Bible and Te:,tament, with old Esop to close the rear; and
perhaps it would have been LJetter for. many in their advancement
ill jife, had they not got a step higher.
But tbe days in which we live are peculiarly distinguished by a
fel'erish restlessness. The solidity of former times, are succeeded
by a sort of fermented yeast - every th illg is upon the (!love.
The earth, the air, and the water, are all put in requisition, wth
the most prolific inventions. Deep thought, and calm investigat!(Jn,
give way to every conjecture. The ponderous folios of our forefathers are now reduced to paper kites, this is now called education. Where is the youth who would ponder oreI' Rapin or Cla-
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rendon, who would read the Spectator, or enter upon the pages of
Chaucer or Milton? Where is the religious devotee, who would
look into the instructive pages of Stackhouse, or peep into Owen on
the Hebrews, or even glance at Gill's Commentary? Two-penny'
and penny ephemerals, as has been justly observed, lay upon our
tables as extra thin slices of bread and butter, so as the stomach
shall not be ot'erloaded.
What has this movement in society produced? It began about
sixty years since with one Raikes, by the institution of Sunday
schools, and f~om that time they have been enlarged upon a
most extensive 'scale. What have these and similar institutions
done? Only take up the moral prism at the present moment, peep
through, and you will see vice and wickedness of every description
were never more prevalent. Consult Messrs. Nowell, Bickersteth,
and Harris, they represent the religious atmosphere, as woefully
contaminated, the catalogue given by them is most dreadful. For
though there be tens of thousands of teachers in this little island,
they scruple not to ass~rt, among' other miserable details, that there
are not less than five hundred thousand in this country who have
renounced ALL religious belief. While these pretty gentlemen unblushingly scruple not to pa,int the above melnncholy monster, they
are assisting motley groups in collecting, upon the g.ross, MILLIoNS
OF MON EY! to send out of the country to cor-lYert the heathen,
though we are in a state of heathenism at home, with all the means
of grace. Nay, in our sistFr country, which is only a hop, step,
and jump from us, it is calculated there are nine who are papists
out of ten of the population-a class of men whom our forefathers
deemed IDOLATORs. Now we only ask a plain question upon this
representation. Is it not a mere farce, a barefaced imposition in
talking of converting the WHOLE WORLD, under sueh a sample as
we have before our eyes? It is like men sailing in a cock boat on
the high seas to catch whales. Here is no need to consult Cocker,
or Euclid; For if five hundred men cannot draw a cable, how shall
five I
In reverting to our former position, the summum bonum is this,
respecting the tract before us, that Lord Brougham with his haws
pocus uf education, l1Iay keep it locked up in his cabinet, for what
use or service it will ever be to the community; and we think the
worthy curate of Cheltellh~m might have enlployed his valuable
time to better purpose, than in writing nine letters on U niversaf
Secular Instruction. It is but a little time since, it was declared
in the House of Commons, that education would not answer the
desired purpose, as it had been tried in various shapes. The Chap- .
lain to the Penitentiary asserted on examinatiol'l, that toose of the
educated who came under his cognizance in the prison, were the
MosT DEPRAVED, and far surpassed in \\.:ickedness, those uneducated. Here is an enigma for our wise men of Gotham, to unr-id-dle :
They all seem at a stand, and wonder how such things can be.
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F.,'ery system of morality has been tried, more particulary at the
beginning of the 'last century, with the gallows for the birch, bll[
neither the one or the other wOllld do; the former is now obsolete,
and the latter, after the immolation of thousands of human being,.
is exploded a~ unatlailable
We, in former tilDes, were guarded
by rught by a few feeble old men, but now they must be young and
robust, to encounter the plunderer' ; nor is it safe to walk our streets
by mid.day, without the protection oHive, thousand of the police.
So much for the boast of intelligent lig/zt, and the spread of what
i~ deenud or called, EVANGELICAL principles.
Another attempt is how making among a number of ascetics,
who have congregated in various distri cts, determined to keep the
body under. They have engaged the Indian wf'ed, with bread and
bUlter lo temperate the unwieldly appetite, but alas, and a-Iack-aday, the plebeian and the noble will follow their own inclinations,
-the bottle, let it contain what it may, will be to both the danier
resoudre. Now amidst this great mystery, which even our tf/eolo_
gians cannot unravel, we will. THE SECRET IS THIs. Satan has
his strong- holds, bllt when a STRONGER than him cometh, and overcometh him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusteth. It ultimately comes to this, not by might, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.
We would say, however, we are happy to see any plan going
forward to improve the intelle~ttJal sphere of the understanding,
either in /TIoral or political science, which ha\'e a tendency to meliorate the condition of men j but let us not ilscribc to the ingenuityof the philosophical logician, those powers that do not belong
to him, the streams cannot rise higher than the fountains. Men
may gild over the sepulchre full of dead men's bones, still it will
remain a sepulchre. A serpent laying hid in a basket of flowers,
is stdl a SE'I'pent. Nothing will subdue the empire of sin, which
extends to the limits of the world, but Him wIJo came to destroy
the works of the devil. It is proverbial, and in everyone's moutb,
that the scllOolma8tcr is abroad, so is the devil; g-oing about like a
roaring lion, seeking- whom he may devour, working in the hearts of
the children of disobedience. And be it particularly remarked, he
is not averse to education, only let him have his own plan; nor to
the introduction of the Bible, provided he be the commentator. He
is a subtle foe, and vcry ingenious, for he is continually putting on
the garb of piety and sanctity, and professes great zeal for the con.
version of mankind. Sunday is a grand and busy day here" he
work, double tides. He preaches, for he has both his prophets
and apostles. transforming themselves, like he does himself, into
angds qf light, but are deceitful workers. But though he holds
pulpits, still he cannot preach without a licence or pel·mission. For
he could not instil lies into the mouths of Ahab's prophets, until
God gave the word of eommand,-" Go forth and do so." Nor
could he even enter a herd of twine, without leave, until the
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Lord said "Go." In the mic!5t of tl}e delusions going forward in
the church and in the world, it is a happiness to know that they, as
well as sin and Satan, are under control of our Sovereign Lord,
the King' buthof heaven and earth. In nature, fire and hail, snow
and vapour, stormy wind, fulfiling his word. In providence, he
clothes the grass of the field, and numbers the hairs of our head.
In grace he is the Head of all things to his Church, and by him all
things consist. In glory he sits upon his throne, and all the hosts
of heaven, standing by him on hi5 ri~ht hand and on his left, who
rest not day and night, saying, "Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God
Almigbty. Thou art worthy to receive glory and honour and
praise: for thou bust created all things) and for thy PLEASURE they
ARE and were CREATED."
We find ourselves insensibly digressing: one thought arising
fro~ another, yet still verging to the point in hand, which is, that
alllld the bickerings and unsettledness of every thing around us,
let us leave the Most High to order the unruly wills and affections
~)f smful man. Not to go before the pillar and the cloud, instructmg hIm holY to act. For, if the walls of Jericho are to fall down,
he will do it by the most unlikely means. If a prophet is to be
rebuked, the dumb beast shall speak. If children are to be raised
up to Abraham, the very stones shall be made subservient to the
purpose. Then again, if three thousand, or thirty thousand are
~o be converted in one day, it shall be accomplished, nothing shall
Impede the work. On the other hand, if the Gospel is to prosper,
whereunto God has appointed it, Gentiles and Samaritans shall be
passed by, and the lost sheep of the house of Israel sought out, to
hear the joy I'ul sound. How is all this to be accounted for? Why
God's ways are not as our ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts.
He wdl have mercy upon whom he will have mercy. Then why
does he find fault? Nay, but 0 man, who art thou who questions
the Almighty, has he not a right to do as he will with his own.
In concluding these relllarks, we would say to the believer, leave
God to work, and know that the Lord he is God, and that he will
accomplish in his own time and way the number of his elect, and
hasten his kingdom. And that not O\Je of his little ones shall be
Jost, being merciful to them, not willing that any of them should
perish, but that all of them should come to repentance.
Don't be over anxiuus about the conve.rsion of the heathen, of
the Hindoos, Jews, Turks, or Infidels. Leave them tf) God, YOUl'
£'hie/ business is, to make your calling and election sure, so that
when Christ, who is you r life, shall appear, you also may appear
with him in glory. Avoid the confederacy which has been going
on in this country for half a century, amalgamated with Pelagians,
Arminians, Moravians, Quakers, Roman Catholics, and a motly
mixture of various tribes, who are journeying in all directions to
make disci pit's. They profanely, if not blasphemously, represent
the All1lighty as anxiously desirous for the conversion of the whole
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world, bllt cannot accomplish his wishes, unless the crawling
worms, the potsherds of the earth will come forward and devise
means to accomplish his desi~ns. And what adds to the dreadful
{'ons:deration is, that from the beginning of time to the present
period UNNUMBERED IIflLLI,ONS npon this habitable globe have
entered upon an eternal state, ~,,'ithout the knowledge of God or
salvation by Christ, contrary, as our ghostly teachers tell us, to
the Divine will. Upon this theorem qJ theirs, they represent God
not only in being disappointed, but infinitely unhappy and uneasy; forming a plan to save all mankind, but having not the power
or means to bring aoout his purposes. Thus at one stroke, these
jugglers in divinity divest God of his omnipotence; unable to do
what he desires, or ignorant which way to effect it. If the simple
llcarted of the flock of Christ, with the scriptures in their hand,
would only employ one grain of common sense, they would see
through the deception and detect the fallacy of a unitlersal
COIl'fJC7 SlOlZ.

Let us only come to the arithmetical consideration. Take a
glance of this country for the last three IlUndred years, wherein we
may see the glohe in miniat ure, and what more can be done for a
people than has been clone. Here have been teachers by hundreds
of thousands to lead men into the wa,Y of salvation. Divinity books
have been printed that would in bulk reach to the clouds, every
auxiliary has been put in requisition for the purpose; but what has
been the result? how few in comparison of the group have bet'f1
brought to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. Then we
ask, can it be supposed that the Gospel, with the SAME means and
instruments, and even in the same proportion, will be more successful among the Chinese or the Hindoos. Is not the heart of men
the same in the east as it is in the west, in the north as it is in the
south. Away with the delusion of the universality of conversion;
it is one of Satan's lies, and one of his devices. For, were it the
will of God, which eviuelltly it IS NOT, that the sound of the gospel should reach every ear upon the earth, it would be as it has
ever been, a savour of life to some, and a savour of death to others.
What Luther says in his" TABLE TALK" would be verified. where
he observes, "At all times, and in all places, where God's word
hath been taught and preached pure and clearly, there the people
have beeu most wicked, and a!l manner of sins have flourished.
As in the time of Noah, of Abrahafll, of our Saviour Christ, and
the Apostles, the wotld lived most ungodly, al.d went on in all
wickedness. Even so now in our own time, people are more wicked
than at any time before." Thus it appears, as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever will be world without end.
Let us, beloved brethren, be sober minded, so as not to be led
away by the devices of artful and designing men. There has been
a missionary manIa raging for these last lIt'ty years, yes, and eight
'hundred; but WHO are now thl'l agents? ,why the far greater butk,
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need!J advell/urers, running to and fro to convert others. and themselves unconvertecl. Many of them stimulated by shear poverty to
obtain a livelihood, but not one leaving a snug berth for all obscure
lodging place. It is true a Vicor will give up his benefice to convert the Hindoos, BUT the bonus must he a BISHOP'S SEE. You will
never hear of a Bhhop exchanging his station for a JTicarage, to
convert the heathen. 0 no. All are seeking their own, and not
the things that are God's.
Our readers, we tl'llst, will excuse us in thi~ ramhling, the bare
toul:lJing on the subject of education, has insen,ibly drawn I1S on to
that of the missionaay delirium, wherein men wonld persuade us
the). are more compassionate to the eternal interest of their fellowcreatures titan God himselj: They form a deity of their own irl\'entions, not the God of the scriptures, whom they represent in a state
of torpor or lethargy, and are determined to arouse him; and to
work they go to obtain a golden wedge, dipping into the purses of
the rich, and drawing from the pockets of the poor and needy their
ha?'d earnings. And then, they cry, 0 Baal, hear us ; it is evident
he hears them not; for he is either talking; or on a JOIl rney, or
peradventure he is asleep, insomuch that some one IDlJ"t awake
him.
.
Beloved brethren, let us rejoice that our God reigneth,and doeth
as he will among the armies of heaven, and amono' the inhabitants of
the earth, and that none can S1' AY HIS HAND, or ";;ay unto him what
ou'st thou. Ano consider they have no knowledge, that set up the
wood of their graven images, and pray unto a "god that cannot save,
though they bear him upon their shoulders, and lavish gold out of
the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, he pays no attention to
their speech.
Happy, thrice happy are the people whose God is the Lord, he
will ur ing near his righteousness unto them, and his salvation shall
not tarry; his counsel shall ~tand, and he will do all his pleasure.
Whenever it is his sovereign will, light shall spring out of darkness.
The sum of the subject is this, to the exposure of the deception
going forward among- our religious speculators, and it cannot to,)
Qften be repeated, That as the production of elementary light was
evidently and solely the effect of God's omnipotent command, Sf)
the shining of spiritual light upon the human soul, is eqnally flnd
as evidl'ntly the eltect of the same all powerful and operative word.
And be it also here noted, and rel:orded, among our last words, Tha t
mal) contributes no more to thi.s glorious dfect, than darkness did
to the creation of light; for divine agency is alike independent,
powerful, and unaided in the accomplishing of both.
Here the ways of God are dark and mysterious, when we consider that thousands are every day going out of time into eternity,
yes, and have been for unnnmbered t:enturies, ignorant of God, and
of salvation by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. SlOp, reader, and
consider: this solemn departure has been for ages. Now this can-
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not be for want of mis~ionar'y societies, or for bibles, or tracts; the'
very rrception of such an idea wouhl be impiolH, the very climax:
of profanity. For we boldly assert it in the face of our Arminian
Evangelical and Missionary tribes, and we fear no contradiction,
that if it were the will of God, instantaneous light wCJuld break
forth in every dark recess, But it is evident it is not his will nor
pleasure. Our stupid blunderheads of preachers nevrr once con·
sider, that the flock of Christ has ever been a little to the number.
A berry here collected, and a berry there. For all men have not
faith. Here "We have not another word to utter, but to exclaim,
Thou art a God that hideth thy self. Greatand marvellous are thy
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, 0 King
of saints.
----000-

A Brief Memoir of tIle
wlth a P6I'trait.

l~lfe and TVritings

of thl1 late Rev. John GIU,
By John Ri,ppon, DD.-Bellnett.

THE name of Dr. Gill contains a host in itself, and stands as Her-

'~ules with his club, among the swarms of our theological pigmies,
In their nick named colleges and academies, which are springing

up like funguses in warm climates, partaking of the watery element without substance.
, The extensive writings of this eminent character have been in
circulation now for a whole century', and their inestimable value
will continue to be appreciated for ages to come. Any eulogium
we could pass upon the worth and abilities of this man of God,
would be holding up a ru,h-light to the sun, and shortening our
own diminutive size, making us shrink into our shell. 'Ve re\'erenced, and internally loved him: all names and di,tinctions were
swallowed lip in his worth: his excellency almost surpassed humanity, having, with a renewed mind, a profound tinderstanding, and
a heart devoted to every fine impulse.
The reader will find this an interesting ,ketch to Dr. Gill, wherein
is pourtrayed unalloyed excellence with an unvarnished pencil.
The materials brought forward are pleasing and instructive, and
the mixture of the theological topics add a(:dltional v~lue.
We wi~h the biographer had introduced the character of Dr. Gill
prefaced to the first volume of his Tracts just alter his dream,
written by :Vlr. Toplady, which at the time was anonymous. But
finding the original among his manuscripts, we republished it with
his name in the Gospel Magazine for May, 1'189, lIOW forty years
since. It is a most invaluable document for concisene~s of composition, justnes~ of thought, refinement of observation, and elegance
of language, not to be surpassed, if ever equalled.
Before we close this article we would remark that the Doctor in
earllj life was engaged in a small but fruitless controversy on baptism, wherein he and his opponents, after having expended much
time and labour, with the expense of paper and prlllt, lelt their
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subject just where they found it, and which has continued the same
to the present hour. But to the credit of Dr. Gill be it observed,
that this disputation made no bar to the friendship of those who
differed from him on that subject: he had an enlarged soul, free
from such narrow incumbrances. An instance of this occurs when
he was sixty years old: he journeyed to Northampton in the depth of
a severe winter, to attend the funeral of James Hervey, the rector
of Weston Havel, his dear and beloved frIend. Mr. Toplady also,
in a letter of his, which we have by us, addressed to Mr. Ambrose
Serle, wherein be speaks of the pride, contentiousness, and malice
which rankle in the breasts of some watery Protestants, observes:
" The age has not produced a more learn"ed and profound Divine
than the late Dr. Gill. He was, I believe, the greatest man the
Bapti,ts ever enjoyed; and though he wrote nlllch concerning the
particular principle by which his denomination was distinguished,
yet it was fer the most part in his own defence. And 1 can repeat
it to his honour, that intimate with him as I was, I never so much
as once heard him drop a single hint, in all our conversations, di.
Tei't17J or indinct!y, concerning tile article of Baptism."
The above few fugitive thoughts rave spontaneously arisen after
writing Cl commendation on the Life of Dr. Gill, from the watery
disputes and the contentions we have been forcibly embarked in,
respecting- a simple ordinance, commanded by our Lord and Saviour. What bitterness, wrath, and anxiety has it not occasioned;
the faggot of fire, instead of the cool exhilarating salubrity arising
from "ater. In fact, and it cannot be d"IJicu, or even qualified,
that tl e Df'\,jl hf'rein has embodied himself in human shape. And
here we would observe, could we condense our puor labours in one
paragraph, we would say, our readers would be horror-s-truck with
the impediments thrown in our way, by the infantile and adult votaries for water. We here bless God, and we cannot be too thank.
ful for delivering us from the shackles of party, the bane of true
vital godlirll ss, and from the la 1'ge bulk if professed religionists,
who havt' the form of godliness, but destitute of all power. From
such I he Apustle says, Turu away.
---000---

The Premature .lfarriage: a 111le of Truta. Byan Ob,erver.Darton aud CJ~rlL
THE above is an affecting story of a pr,~mature marriage, the incidents are of that cast as to call forth the attentiou of the reader,
wherein instruction lIJay be gathered in marking the footsteps of
Providence, and the traits of a benevolent heart. This small pl1b~
lication is adorned with three neat beautiful engravings: the Parish
Church is remarkably striking.
---000---

Thoug hts on tile speciallendings (1' (Jod £n Grace, alld P rovid(1/lce in
the E:cperience rif his People. By H. Nicholl.-Bennett.
MUCH in little cOI1'pass, and to tbc pnrpose.
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Truth: a Serl/lon preached at the Surrey Taber.
nacle. By James Wells.-Palmer.
THIS will be a si x pence well laid out. All the j ustiee we can do
the sermon is warmly to recommenu it lo our readers' notice, as
impressive and interesting.

--aaa-M eJ'des ofa Covenant God j an account qf some of the Lord's Dealings in Providence and in Grace. By John Warburton, Minister
of the Gospel, Trowbridge.-Groombridge.
THE above little book contains a plain rehearsal of a godly man's
trials, troubles, and deliverance from his YOllt h to ad vanced age,
uttered in plain unadorned language, to meet the most illiterate
capacity, in a manner unafFected, natural, anJ ea,y.
--000--

The Saints Allegorical Voyage; in which is inserted 'a brif:f sketch
oj the experience of tlte Author. By G. Southall.-R. Goombridge.
THE ship and tackle are introduced by machinery well cotlstructcd,
and exhibits our sailor as an experienced mariner, capable under
his pilot, of well managing the vessel entrusted to him.
--000--

und~r sudden and sore t1'Zids. By
Thomas Goodwin, DD.-Bennett.
THIS is a little interesting book, reprinted from a scarce COPy,
published in the century before la"t. It is accompanied with a
striking portrait of the writer, with a testimony of his incomparable
worth by the Hev. Dr. Hawker. lndeed the abilities of Dr. Goodwin are so well known to tbe publiC, to need no encomium frum us.

Patience and its Perfed Work,

---000---

Scriptural Knowledge the source if National Stabilitl}. A Sermon
preached on the Sllf:ject at St. George's Chapel, Kiddermillster.
By J. A. 13axter, M.A.

:rUE

great end of education, in a moral point of view, is to
Inculcate such principles and habits as will enable IlIen to pass
with integrity and honour through life, and to be inAexib.ly just,
benevolent, and virtuous, notwithstanding the temptations to the
contrary from the example of the age we Jive in. Religion, as in
the sermon before us, is considered the sun in the system of
education, the great and mighty dispenser of light and life to the
whole, which certainly surpasses the cold propositions of ethies, or
arguments about the beauty of virtue, or the fitne3~ of moral
obligations, which call make but small impression on the feelings
or understanding, and require Cl multitude of artifices and ex pedients
to enforce them. As such we n:gard witla abhorrence, with the
worthy clergyman before us, any corrupt endeavour to loosen the
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f\lundat ion of the christian verity, hy intellectual culture, separately
from religion.
'
But after all, as we observed in a former article upon the subject
of edll(~ation, and here we trust our readers will exeuse us for any
repetitions; that it is a general acknowledgment, with all our improvements and plans to make society better, there is something
radically wrong, so as to disappoint expectancy. And it is
lamentable to say, where there is a vicious depraved mind, or a
hypocritical profes,ion of religion, separate from a renewal of the
luind, both education and religion will be unavailab'le. They will
serve the purposes of dissimulation, sO as to varnish the outside
and disguise the heart; like painted windolVs, which both beautifie~
anG obscures them.
The whole may be solved in this-God is left out of (he que,tion
both in moral and spiritual knowledge; hence we are constantly
hearing from visionaries of e~'ery grade, who are refining and
systematising their·thoughts and principles on the wonderful effects
that education will perform, but find, after after all their efforts,
man remains the same untoward creature. l.'\ow the bible is
resorted 'to, and absolutely thrust into the hands of those who have
no taste or inclination to peruse it, and the greater part wbo condescend to read the sacred volume have no spiritual understanding
of its contents. Then again,-preaching is set forth as a succedaneum
to convert the whole world, and yet, after a trial now of near three
hundred years in this country, with accrediterl amhassadors deliver.
ing their proclamatiuns from the court of Heaven, huw few, how
'very fl'w, have believed their report; unto whom has the arm of
the Lord been revealed. Several of those sl'rvanlsofthe Most High
God have sealed their credential" wil h their blood, and their successors, to the present day, though few in number, have been, and
now are treated, as the offscollnng uf all things, and their messages
slighted and contemned, a savour of life unto life, to only a few,
and a savour of death, unto death, unto n~umbers; for many are
c<lIJed but few chosen. To crown the whole we have churches and
chapels building in all directions for instruction, and swarms upon
swarms of preachers arising like funguses, spreading over the land
with their baneful excreSCl::nces; and what is very particular, that
while we are building places of worship i~ the metropolis and its
environs, the greater part of our city churches are depopulated,
and thousands upon thousands, on the Lord's day, turn their backs
on the sanctuary, and seek their OWII pastime and pleasure, so that
'God is not so much as in their thoughts.
Here we make a full stop. and ask, after what has been depicted,
how a rational being, with the scriptures in his hand, and facts
starinO' him ill the face, can assert that it is the will of God that the
wholthuman race shall believe 011 him, when, as a sovereign, he
dispenses his word as he does the snow and the raiu, here a little
and there a little, causing it to .rain on one city and witholding it
I
I
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from another ; and where he in his pleasure designs to send his
preached ~<lspd, he determines it shall not return to him ,'oid, but
shall accomplish his pleasure, and shall prosper wherein he sent it.
Well may God say and chide the presumptuons mortal, who will
Tun bpfore him in providellcP. and burst open his privy chamber,
Be still, and know that I am God, I stand in no need of your help,
otherwise I would have told you j the gold and the silver are mint',
and likewise the cattle upon a thousand hills, I will be exalted
among- thf' heathen, I will he ex~lted in the earth, for the kingdom
is the Lord's and he is the governor among the nations; he silted..
upon the flood., yea the Lord sitteth king for evermore; the Lord
will gi,'e strength unto his people, the Lord will bless his people
with peace.
Our chief view in these observations were, that men should not
lay too great a stress on external means, as God makes use of them
as seconllary causes, to wor k his own purposes, as seemeth best to
his divine wisclom; and that except the Lord keep the city, the
watchman watcheth bllt in vain.
.
In reading- this well int<-ntioned and excellent composition before
us of Mr. Barker's. we acknowled~e we received mnch satisfaction
in his elucidation of scriptural knowledge, the success of which he
ascrihes to the Holy Spirit, insomuch, as in the language of Fox,
the martyrol·ogist,.learning cannot reach it, wisdom is offended at
it, nature is aston.i,hed, devils oppose it, and men persecute it.
A nd we gi\Oe him the highest commendation for fntering the protest against t he new mode of ed ucation now proposing in the senate
to be enacted in our st'ltutes, so as· to exclude religious instruction
from the system of instruction: we trust we shall never see the time
when Christianity shall be inlrnolated at the shrine of infidelity,
t hough it is one of t be marks 0f the latter days, and that evil men
and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being decei,oed. The ~pirit speaketh expresl'l,y, not that the knowledge of
the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters do the spa; that prophecy is now fulfilled, it is extended from the l';sil1lj to the setting
sun, for the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our qod :
but, tbat in the latter till/CS SOllle shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirit-, and doctrines of devils. And not only
so, hut speaklllg lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience seared
with a hot iron.
Though we cannot follow the enlarged expectations of those who
are the partisans of our national schools, respecting their beneficial
operations, yet we would not withhold our bpnevolent emotions,
but cherish towards them every indulgence. Still we unhesitatingly say, respecting our new fangled institutions, that particularly entitled the central om', that we comprehend enough of what
we have read, to pronounce them visionary and affected. On castinl?" our reflecllons around for some hillt on which they may repose,
we see every wbere a barren prospect, of confusion and perplexity
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llroceedingollt of the gloom in which we are plunged
There
ari~e before us monstrous shapes of infidelity, and other st range
chimeras moving without order or destination; the gloom becomt'1S
deeper and deeper as we go on, till at length all things are mingled
in mi~hty confusion.
We laid it down in this and a former article, let education be
ever so liberally bestowed, it will never eradicate the evil propensity of the heart, indeed it will rather act as a handmaid to foster
every wicked device and inclination, so that none but God himself
can conquer the obduracy. It is granted that there are v~riolls
u'mperamellts of tile human mind, some gentle, tender-hearted,
and benevolent; others ferocious, void of sym pathy, without bowels
of compa~sion. Education to the former will tend to exhibit to
advantage those latent virtnes which ennoble the human species,
while the latter, with every exterior advantage, will continue a
scourge and a curse toall around them. It was so in the beginning
with respect to Abel and Cdin, and the intermixture has heen the
same in all ages.
There is not, perhaps, any part of the Roman history, which
shows the opposite direction from a good education, than the contrast between the characters of Germanieus and Tiberius. They
both began their lives on the same exalted theatre of human grandeur, the palace) of Imperial Rome. Both [were educated by
Augustus, both were possessed of great natural genius and abilities
of mind. Germanicus was always inclined to compassion and benignity: ever amiable and beloved, with a magnanimity of mind
bearing the greatest insults, and with a nobleness of soul saving tile
li\'es ot his most determined enemies. Tiberius, on the contrary,
grew more and more hard-hearted and cruel; and became insti·
gated with such malevolence towards all his fellow creatures, as at
last, in th~ bitterness of his malice, to repeat that diabolicallin(;)
When I die, let fire consume the globe.

Blessed be God, what human learning or science cannot do, his
grace can, and when he teacheth he teaeheth effectually. He has
promis~d to his people that he will put his Spirit within them, and
cause them to walk in his statutes, and to keep his judgments and
do them, and that all his children shall be taught by him, even the
least to the greatest, and his peace shall abundantly rest upon
them.

-000'---

