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shalt see my glory soon,
When the work of grace is done;
Partner of my throne shalt be,
Say, poor sinner, lov's-t thou me?
" J"ord, it is my chief complaint, •
That my love is cold and faint;
Yet I love Thee, and adore,
Oh, for grace to love Thee more."

" THOU

" Jesus Christ, the

sam~

yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."-HEB. xiii. 8.

How oft~n bas be~n found in experience the -truth of the L_ord's blessed word,
as spoken by Hannah, in the lesser as well as in the larger sense of the word,
" The Lord killeth and maketh alive; He bringetb down to the grave, and
bringeth up. The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich; He bringeth low and
lifteth up" (1 Sam. ii. 6, 7). And by these renewed visitations and fresh
proofs of His watchful care and tender, loving interest, how greatly does He
endear Himself to the souls of His people. It is like putting His hand a second
time to the work, and coming anew over all the moulltains of sin, unbelief, and
infirmity, in order afresh to manifest His divine faithfulness and superabounding
mercy. How sweet it is when He thus again opens up some of the old paths;
when darkness is found to disperse before the renewed dawn of light; bondage
gives place to liberty; and slavish fear yields to true spiritual affection, and the
putting up afresh the precious claim of A~ba, dear Father.
And, in themselves considered, what comparatively trifling 'circumstances will
sometimes lead to this sweet and blessed experience, when the soul exclaims
anew, "I found Thy word and I did eat it; and Thy words were unto me the
joy and the rejoicing of my heart." Ob, how additionally dear does the Lord
thus become, and on this wise these renewed manifestations are the addings to,
and following up of former and precious uufoldings of His rich grace and mercy;
so that another scripture is thus fulfilled, " They shall eat the old, because of the
new:" tllat is, the new manifestation shall lead back in sweet review of the old.
A certain dai had been a'day of sharp conflict; and this had arisen (as conflict commonly does) from anticipation. It matters not what the trou1:lle may
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be~in

itself great or. small, mighty or minute. It is what the Lord would have
the test and the trial of faith to be based upon, is to constitute that test or trial,
come when or where it may, or be in itself what it may..
Moreover, it not unfrequently happens with regard to trial, that Satan takes
advantage of former trial, and old associations, to renew fear, raise doubts, and
stir up unbelief. He does so by leading the mind to dwell upon the trial in the
abstract, without connecting therewith the sense of divine sustaining under the
trial, and divine deliverance out of it. These trials and exercises Satan trades
upon, working at the same time upon the unbelief and natural forgetfulness of
the human heart. And the enemy's assaults in this wise can only be repelled
by the Holy Ghost, who (at the moment in the conflict which He sees fit) comes
in in His own divine way, as the dear and blessed Remembrancer, putting fresh
power into old deliverances, and as it were eclipsing old trials and blunting the
'sharpness of new exercises', by lighting up the whole course of one's pilgrimage
with the celestial rays of the Sun of righteousness; coming again in light, and
love, and power; Jesusjlgain stepping forth upon the tribulated waters of life,
as He di!l upon the Sea of Gennesaret, rebuking th~ winds and the sea, and
causing one of His own divinely-commanded calms to be felt through the whole
soul. Oh, how is He thus endeared, when the soul realizes His grar.ious acts.
Sometimes He seems to be asleep, and thus unconscious of or indifferent about
the storm that is raging above, until at length His puor ~error-stricken disciples
go and succeed in arousing Him with a "Master, carest Thou not that we
perish!" There is a certain impetuosity and impatience' about t1;le appeal, as
well as at least a mell!lure of reflection upon Him, in their very mode of address.
But He bears with this. He knows the struggles; He is aware of the conflict;
" He knows their frame, He remembers that they are dust;" and, therefore,
having" waited" the fittest moment" to be gracious "-with the storm at its
4eight-the ship being now well nigh fuU with the wares that beat on and oV'er
her-all but swamped j then they cry-and then He hears 1- He rises" and rebukes the wind and the sea, and instantly there is a grEat calm," Had He appeared before, that deliverance were not nearly so great, nor so timely, nor so
glorious; nor would the ejaculations of His disciples have been nearly so emphatic,
"What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him ?"
Again, how sweet was His visi~, when He drew Dl~ar to His disciples, after
they had been "toiling in rowing," with a "Children, have. ye any meat?
They answered Him, No. And He said unto them, Cast the net on the right
side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast, therefore, and now they were
not able to draw for the multitude of fishes. Ah, reader, how easy it is for the
Lord's poor fishermen to fish, and to find too; when the Lord gives the word.
Ins " a toiling all night and. catching nothing," until Jesus gives the word.
And how sweet, in spite of all previous fleshly strivings and fleshly disappoint.
ments, .10 be able, though it be with the "sentence of deatli " upon the promise
-and the act, to say, "Nevertheless' at Thy word we will let down the net."
Now, dear reader, we want you to see, and ourselves increasingly, how divine
soyereignty and divine mercy, goodness, and 'love are to be seen in all this. _ •
We may simplify what we have said, in regard to old trials and new interposItions, by: an appeal to your own experience. We have said how ~atan takes
adv<llntage, by causing us to dwell upon the trial, to the exclusion of the support
received under it, and the deliverance subsequently from it.
See it thus. A dear Christil!ll. mother, say, has borne sundry children, and
the time of nature's sorrow is again at hand. She becomes again the subject of
ten thousand gloomy fears as to the issue. _She reflects upon the prostration-
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the anguis1i.-the fact that there is but a step betwixt her and death. She loses
sight, for the time being, of former support and previous deliverances. She
forgets how timely and how sweet was the Lord's home and heart-spoken word,
"Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." She forgets the
-sweetness and the timeIiness of the Good Physician's assurance, "Fear not, I
am with thee; be not dismayed, I am thy. God. I will strengthen thee; yea,
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness." She forgets for a season, that there was a time when (Hezekiah.like)
she " turned her face to the wall, and prayea to the Lord." Creature-hope and
creature·help failing, she, by a kiIJd of precious spiritual necessity, was brought,
by the power of the Spirit working with and by that necessity, to look to the
Lord, and the Lord alone. And she went over in experience all that Hezekiah
had passed through before her. There is the acknowledgment and the appeal
-the confession and the cry. There was the besieging heaven. Faith's hand
(however weak) laid hold upon the horns of the altar, and pleaded ardently 'and
importunately the promise. As in the days of the patriarch, the Angel of the
Covenant allowed Himself to be mastered by the" I will not let Thee,go,
except Thou bless me" of one of Jacob's spirituaL posterity. The same Lord
who was overcome by the importunities of the woman of Samaria,. and was
compelled to cry, " 0 woman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even as thou
wilt," is overcome ane'w by one of the same pleading and importuning race. She pleads ·and she prevails. She has the earnest of deliverance before that deliver·
ance is actually vouchsafed; lmt so condescending and so gracious are the Lord's
communings, and withal so complete and comprehensive are His deliverances,
that when once His child has been permitted thus to wrestle and to conquer,
"the bitterness of death is past." In other words, the shaJ:pness of the trial is
o'er; the conquest is virtually obtained; and the residue (so to speak) of the
trial is passed through in such a sensible looking to and leaning upon the Lord,
as positively to have neither fears nor faintings; The language of such an O1)e
is, "He strengtheneth me with strength in my soul." Oh! how wonderful
and how blessed is that strength. Omnipotence perfected in human weakness.
But, alas! though all this be a reality, and a blessed reality, too, yet how
is there, as in Abraham's case, a "returning unto his own place" when "the
Lord ceases to commune with Abraham." The Lord's living one is brought to
feel the truth of Hart's words" When Jesus with His mighty love
Visits my troubled breast,
My doubts subside,' my' fears remove;
.And I'm completely blest.

"But, ah! when these short visits end,
Though not quite left alone,
I miss the presence of my Friend,
Like oue whose comfort's gone."

If there be) faint recollection of the past, and if, as we have already intimated,
the child-ren the Lord has already given stand as witnesses of His faithfulnesfl
and condes'cension and power, yet the remembrance avails not for the trial in
anticipation; and there is mercy in this-in order that the Lord may be again
sought, and again proved in His own endearing character as ,., a very present
help in trouble."
There may be, and there will be, in the interval between the past deliverance
and the prospective trouble, renewed ground for discovering human baseness and
fleshly ingratitude, yet such, when the soul is prompted anew by the Holy
Ghost, shall only contribute to fresh acknowledgments and renewed appeals.
These, in turn, shall touch the tender sympathies of His loving heart, and
instrumentally draw Him forth again into renewed manifestations of grace ana
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favour. This also shall throw fresh light upon that precious word, "I the
; Lord change not; therefore ye, the sons of Jacob, are not consumed."
Oh, how sweet, deal' reader, is the contemplation of divine faithfulness; how
blessed the discovery for one's self, and in relation to one's own personal experience, "Though we believe not, He abideth faithful; He cannot deIlY Him.
self." How sweet, in spite of all one's lip-and-life backslidings and shortcomings, to feel assured, upon the ground of what He is, and not what we are"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
He'll never-no, never-desert to his foes!
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
He'll never-no, never-no, never forsake! "
We have cited one case. Numberless might be quoted in illustration of the
self-same truth,-and as exhibiting the self-same experience of divine condescension and mercy.
There are business trials and family responsibilities. A time of anxiety has
been in prospect. Important engagements have been entered into. A certain
amount has had to be paid by or on a certain day. The like has occurred again
and again. Each such occurrence had stood connected with some marvellous
display of divine interposition, and marked proof and evidence of divine watchful.
ness and loving interest. But, when such seasons have been recurring prospectively, because every way in which it was presumed fresh ,succour could arriYe
Ims been closed; because there has been no prospect of help-no door of deliverance opening - therefore such deliverance Ims been called in question. A
thousand gloomy forebodings have been the consequence; and these have been
the more formidable, because past triumphs llUve led to the bolder and the more
unreserved testimony on behalf of God and truth. Hence the fall and the
failure would seem to be the mOre conspicuous and the deeper marked. Unbelief plays upon this; tbe poor captive for the time being is plied with a multi·
tude of dark and gloomy suggestions. Sense and reason seem to have the
mastery, whilst faith would appear to have given up tne ghost. It is with the
soul as it was with the disciples of old, " It was now dark, and Jesus had not
come to them." Ab, reader, it is painful work when Satan and the soul come
in contact, and Jesus is absent as to manifestation. Oh, what havoc does the
accuser of the brethren make then! But when, in His own time, and in His
own sweet and always timely way, Jesus comes again, oh, how greatly is He
endeared thereby! He is felt to be the same Lord, exercising the same love,
and bringing to bear the ·same precious tenderness and compassion. ManifoJd
and mighty as were His past helps and deliverances, it is found· that His means
are by no means exhausted. The fountain o~ mercy, grace, and goodness, both
in providence and grace, are found still to be ever-flowing and over-flowing.
He comes in again with His own sweet argument, "Hitherto ye have asked
nothing in my name; ask, ,md receive, that your joy may be full." " Open thy
mouth wide, and I will fill it." He opens His hand again as largely and as
liberally as though He had never. given a groat before. His communications
endear Hims~]f. They tend to increased familiarity, and to renewed depe!1dance.
Thus, the line upon line-the line UpOll' line-in rich and heartfelt experience,
serve to open up all the blessedness involved in the expression, " Thou hast
known my soul in adversities."
Reader, is it not so? It matters not what may be the particular line of
tellching in the special less~ms set before us; all being under the wise and
gracious direction of our loving Instructor, issues in the same results.
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Ob, then, for grace to say, ,notwithstanding all our faintings and all our
fears"His love in time past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink:
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through."
Finally, dear reader, let our trials Qr our necessities be what they may, or
come they from whatever ~ource, how sweet is the promise, "My God 'shall
supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." What
myriads have lived and died in a simple dependance upon, and drawing from
that promise, and yet there has not been, nor is there 'the semblance of, a flaw
or a failure. The promise is as sure and as safe as God Himself. Again, how
precious is the consideration, "Your he~venly Father knoweth that ye have
need of all these things before ye ask I-Em."
Now, beloved, be it yours and ours unceasingly to connect with these
precious assurances what the Lord says with regard- to the fulfilment of the
promise: " When thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, and
through the rivers they shall not overflow tllee; when thou walkest through the
fire thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." Do
mark the time-the "when." Not a moment before, but assuredly at the
needed time. You have the same truth blessedly set forth in 1 Cor. x. 13:
" There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempteel above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also may a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear
it." Observe the testimony, " with the temptation also," or, as Tyndale and
others render it, "in. the midst of the temptation;" then, and not till then,
comes the "also "-the way to escape. It is needed then, and then (though
not until then) it shall most assuredly be vouchsafed. Yes, as in Abraham's
day, beloved, when he was about to be taught somewhat of the faithfulness of
Jehovah-jireb, so in our day,
"'Tis'just in the last distressing hour
Our God displays delivering power:
'1'he mount of danger is the place
_ ~ Where we shall see surprising grace."
Bonmahon (Co. Waterford), Aug. 8, 1864.

THE EDITOR.

"THE SECRET OF THY PRESENCE."
PSALM

THE secret of Thy presence, Lord,
None but Thy saints can know;
To me, this secret oft afford,
While I remain below.
When Thou art present all is well;
The storm is hush'd to peace,
And pleasure inexpressible
Bids every murmur cease.
Welcome Thy blessed will is then;
-My will's resigned to Thine;

xxxi.
I feel the happiest of men,
And know that Christ is mine.
'Tis then I feel that grace is free,
When with anointed eyes
I view 'l'hy favour unto me
With springs of fresh surprise.
Here in this secret bid me hiae
(Thy presence is my bliss) ; .
To keep me low and safe from pude,
There is no spot like this.

A. H.
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WHO BEGAN?
" LET the inhabitants of the rock sing!" And plenty they have to sing about.
Salvation full and free; a covenant ordered in all things and sure; Father, Son,
and Spirit in eternal union, manifesting the riches of grace in the council of
peace before the world began. These are _the ancient things tbat tbe Cburch
of God, wben led into by the Spirit, can rejoice in, as tbe unfiiiling and abiding
spring of her blessedness. But there are time-matters over whicb the children of
God can rejoice, sucb as calling and quickening grace; the spirit of liberty to
see tbeir interest in salvation; tbe gift of access and nearness to the Fatber of
mercies; pardon receive,d; peace enjoyed: all this is matter for song to the
grace-taught and liberated cbild of God.
But is the voice always in tune? Is there no interruption in the song? Can
saints at all times sing the Lord's song in a strange land? We trow not.
Believers- now as of old, and of old as now, " are in heaviness through manifold
temptations." Saints while in the wilderness here below have a mixed cup to
drink of. It is filled with a bitter-sweet, and they know by divine teaching,
. that however pleasant the sweets may have been, the bitters have proved the
most profitable. By them they have learnt humbling lessons whi(~h prepared the
way for safe exaltation. By them they were taught to prize the mercy-seat,
the sweetness of the word, and the value of deliverance. But at such times the
believer knows that although the matter for praise remains unaltered, the song
for a time ceases, and the child of God hangs the harp upon the wi.llows. How
is this 7 exclaims the youthful and unexercised believer. How does tbis com·
port with the word wbich enjoins us to "rejoice evermore 7" In answer, we
would say, if tbe believe~ always rejoiced, then there would be no need of the
injunction. It is just because the 8aint does not and cannot rejoice always, that
the Spirit of God by the word speaks to the living family in the language 0'£
encouragement, and says, " Rejoice evermore."
.
We live in days when the old cry may be revived, "We have not so much as
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost." An old godly ~oman being questioned'
by a conceited young minister on the subject of religion, was asked how many
Persons there were in one God? "In our old minister's time," she replied; " I
always heard tbere wen~ tbree; but since you came amongst us we must believe.
there are only two, for I have heard of no Holy Ghost for a long-full while." ~
Satan's drift now is to set aside the work of the Spirit, and put man, unre·
newed or religious, to do the work of the Holy Ghost. Divines in our day take
the letter of Scripture apart from the Spirit's operation, and, in the vanity of
their minds, imagine that when th,ey speak the- word it is enough. It is written,
" W?-ere the word of a king is, there is power;" and here lies the secret of suecess-a.uthority. If God speak in and through the word, there will be blessing;
but tbe word without the Spirit has no effect upon the heart, whether it be in
nature's darkness or regenerated.. The notion rife in our day is, that Scripture
in the hands Qf the creature is sufficient, and the application of the Gospel hangs
upon the will of the sinner. The Holy Ghost's power and divine operation are
left out of the account altogether. But," it is the Spirit that quickeneth, the
flesh profiteth nothing," was our Lord's declaration, which dashes to shivers all
the -work of man's hands, and makes him, after years of acquaintance with God,
stand as a poor beggar before Him, a debtor to mercy for the will and the
power to approach God. "A man can'receive nothing except it be given him'
from' aoo,ve," is the first start and the closing confession of ~verj God-taught
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sinner; and this is the essence of grac.e in the soul. Systems may wrap the
weeds of- error round the head; false doctrines may bewilder tbe mind, and.'
cloud the clear testimony to truth; but, when the heart o~ the living child comes
to be dealt with, and the vital question is to be answered, Who began? systemll,
errors, false notions, all pass away, and the soul stands in felt nothingness before
God, with the honest confes~,ion, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto
Thy name be the glory." 'rile believer, standing in the light of God's pre,sence
by the power of the Spirit, has nothing to boast of in self, nothing to trust in.
By various exercises of soul, arising from sin and sorrOW, the. poor child of (Jo<l
is tal,lght this lesson. He is brought into low places, where, reduced to tbia,
exttemity, he cries out, " The hand of God is against me." "If it be so, why
am I thus?" Here God-must CamEl. to the re.scue'and bring deliverance. And
this He does in a twofold way-by the word of promise, lfnd by an act of power.
The interval may be long between the promise and the performance; "but in the
end it shall speak, and not lie:" for there shall be a performance of those things
told by the Lord. The sweetness and efficacy of the promise in bripging relief
to the mind, is a fruitful source of endearing communica.tions between the fatherand child. If God speak home the proIUise, "The LOJ;"d God will help IUS"
(Isa.l. 7), the soul shall confess with the psalmist, "l aIU helped" (Psa.lm xxvii!.
7). But there is no self-acting power in the soul to produce or inorease this
timely help; "it is according to the measure of the gift of God;" and the
instructed child, as it passes through the stages of the new life, from YlJuth tQ
age, finds out its utter helplessness, the sovereignty of God in His supplies tern·
pQral and spiritual, the worth of the mercy-seat as a place of redress and divine
intercourse, and the use of the, word as communicating the mind of God to the
heart. All this is learJit,not in the sunshine of happiness and spiritual joy only,>
but also, and mostly, in the night-time of painful exercise. Burdens heavier
than our faith can lift drive us to a Burden-bearer, and make us feelingly find
out our weakness, empty us of all self strength, and teach us to run to where
alone we can get help. This sort of heart divinity is common to the' whole
Church of God. But man is naturally imitative, and, in the matter of J:eligion,
is prone to follow where others lead. Hence error soon finds recruits, and 1,1..
goodly army 'Satan has at his command. But, however in the judgment God's.
people may differ and be led astray while here in, the body, of this we are quite
sure, the glorified saints are all united in the same truths, and sing the samEl
song, "Unto Him who hath loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood, and hath made us kings ana priests unto God and His Father, be glory
and dominion for ,ever." Here we have a compendium of the Five Points, save·
reign election, total depravity, 'particular redemption, effectual calling, final perseverance. No Arminian note distur\ls the harmony of hea,ven, and nOne but ,\10
Calvinist's heart finds a home in that glory-land. The work of Father, Son,
and Spirit is realized in experience by all the living family of God here, whether
or not they can intelligently explain th~ir views. They all put the crown. on
lmmanuel's brow, and this is the essence of Calvinism; and this no thorough
Arminian can do. Let the first who began have the crown; and, if man begins.
he can surely finish, so the praise is his due. " Well done, Christ, better done
l," is but the plain -language of the Arminian, however he may wriggle out of
the sequence. But" let God be true and every man a liar." The fallen sons
of Adam have lost the will and power to turn to God. Man, through the pridE!
of his heart, wiHnot seek after God. "They are all gop.e aside, they are altogether become filthy; ther,e is none that doeth good, no, not one," But the truEl
cause of man's repugnance to what is commonly-but most erroneously-teJ;IUe<\
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" high doctrines," is that he has never been taught the low doctrine of man's fall.
It is a feeling sense of our total depravity that endears the doctrine of grace,
makes sovereign election a precious and necessary fact, gives to the Author of
effectual calling His full praise, sees in the blood of the Lamb a personal atonement for all sin, and rejoices in the fact of a secured salvation that neither men
nor devils can overthrow. The answer to th~ questiQll, Who began? settles the
point of man's impotency and God's sovereignty; and the enlightened believer,
taught by the Spirit his own worthlessness and Christ's preciousness, gladly puts
the crown on the Redeemer's brow, and feelingly confesses, " Salvation is of the
Lord."
L.

WAYSIDE NOTES.
BELOyED, however gracious the Lord has been in times past, do we not feel that
we want, day by day, hour by hour-nay, moment by moment-fresh manifestations of His grace, and renewed discoveries of the Person and perfections of
Jesus? Oh, how powerless we are without the help of our God! We do feel
this as once more we take up the pen to communicate what the Lord is pleased
to unfold; and the cry of our heart is, "Lord, come! Our desires are after
Thee; bid us outpour only that which shall savour of Thee and profit seeking
souls. And now, with the word of God open before us, we alight upon a subject which just aptly fits into our feelings-viz.,
HEZEKIAH'S FAITH IN TH,E HOUR OF NEED.
[Read 2 CHRON. xxxiL]
" With him [Le., SennacheribJ is an arm of flesh; but with us is the Lord our
God, to help 'I1s."-2 CBRON. xxxii. 8.
What a precious assurance in a time of great peril! Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, had entered into J ndah, and determined to annihilate Hezekiah and his people; but, after using all consistent means to be in a state of preparation for his
antagonist's movements, Hezekiah, as a man of faith in a covenant God, who, he believed, was over-ruling all, thus addressed his people: " Be strong and courageous, .
be not dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with'him :
for there be more With us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh; but with
us is the Lord our God, to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested
themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of J udah." And well they might,
for they were wise words-words that directed the people to the true source of strength, and to One who had never failed them, nor never will faH those that
put their trust in Him. And what was the result of Hezekiah's confidence?
Sennacherib appealed in vain to his gods; three times, in his high-flown and
self-confident address to his people, does he exclaim, " Who is able to deliver
out of mine ha'nd ?" And, not satisfied with such vaunting statements, he wrote
also letters to rail on the Lord God of Israel, and speak against Him; But
Hezekjah prayed and cried to heaven. And now which prevailed-the praying
prophet or the self-sufficient king of Assyria? Mark the words which follow.
" And the Lord sent an angel, which cut off all. the mighty men of valour, and
the leader~ and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned
with shame of face to his own land.. And when he was come into the house of
his god, they that came forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword.
Thns the Lord SAVED Hezekiah and the inhabitants of -Jerusalem from the hand
of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the hand of all other, anC: GUIDED
them on every 'side."
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Beloved, how precious these two words, " saved" and" guided "-the result
of trusting in the arm of God. Oh, may I not take up the language of Hezekiah,
and say to you, and to my 0!Vn soul, " Be strong and courageous, be not afraid
nor dismayed?" He is the God that will " save" and" guide." No weapon
. that is formed against His people will prosper. They shall come out of all their
battles more than conquerors. Greater is He that is ,for them than all those
that ~re against them. And may we henceforth, in all the affairs of life, more
implicitly trust a covenant God, and, in every time of peril or adversity, may
Hezekiah's confidence be ours. With those that oppose is an arm of flesh, but
with us is the Lord our God, to help us.
" His is an arm that never ,tires,
When human strength gives way;
His is a love that never fails,
When earthly loves decay."
Pray to be delivered from leaning on " an arm of flesh," and for .an increase
of faith in an overruling God.
But now, beloved, no man will ever truly lean upon God who has not experienced
THE NEW BIRTH.

[Read JOHN iii. 1-14.]
" Ye must be born again."-JoHN iii. 7.
Beloved, let us think of what it is really to be born again, and how we may
know whether WE have passed from death unto life. Dear Lord, assist our further
meditation, that we may be comforted and strengthened in the faith. Some
trembling, doubting one, it may be, will read these notes; let them, 0 God, be
the means of bringing such into joy and peace in believing. We ask it for
Christ's sake. Amen.
The apostle Paul, in writing to the believers of the Corinthian Church, says,
" Examine yourselves whether you be in the faith." And no question can be
of greater moment than this, " Am I born again?" because our dear Redeemer
Himself emphatically declared, "Except a man be born again, he cannot enter
into the kingdom of heaven." Nor is such a change a mere reformation of conduct-a cleaning of the outside of the cup and platter; the force of the expression "born a.9ain" is, born from above; and Scripture (God's 401y word)
declares this vital and necessary change is nothing short of a new creation
(2 COl'. v. 17); newness of life (Rom. vi. 4); a spiritual resurrection (Rom. vi.
4-6); a new heart (Ezek. xxxvi. 26).; a new spirit (Ezek. xi. 11); putting
on the new man (Eph. iv. 24); the inward man (Rom. vii. 22); circumcision of
the heart (Deut. xxx. vi.); partaking of the divine nature (2 Pet:-i. 4),'and the
washing of regeneration (Titus iii. 5); anc!. is effected by the will of the Father
(John i. 13); by the person of Christ (1 John ii. 29); by the renewing of.the
Holy Ghost (Titus iii. 5). We know that insisting upon such a change of heart
is unpalatable in the present day of profession; but without it no man shall see
God. "Having, therefore, Scripture authority for asserting the vitality of this
important change, now, how may I know whether I have passed from death unto
life?" should be the earnest inquiry.
"'Tis.a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thoughtDo I love the Lord, or no ?
Am I His, or am I not? '.'

~94

THE GO$PEL MAGAZINE.

[September I, 1864.

Now, wherever this mighty change is effected, there will be, first, prayer. A
poor sinner, who, waking up to the knowledge that he is on the wrong road,
becomes conscious that if the present evil course is persisted iu, eternal destruction must be the issue, and he hegins to inquire, "What must I do to be saved ?"
The answer to his earnest inquiry comes, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and thou shalt be saved." "But," he says, "I can't believe; I try, but it is of
no use. What is to be done?" If God is at work with his soul; in his
extremity he will fall down on his knees, and begin to CRY to God. ~ere is
the cry of the heart, here is prayer for a gift-faith being the gift of God. He
is thus wrestling for a blessing (although be may not know it). Then· there is
discovered further to him his condition as a sinner; he sees his sins as a vast
mountain before him, he feels the full burden of his guilt, and he acknowledges
at the footstool of mercy, "0 God, I have sinned!" Now comes, secondly,
penitence. A sense of his true condition in the sight of a righteous God squeezes
out that cry of the heart, " Lord, be merciful unto me, a sinner!" He now
confesses his sins, turns them out before god, and the sight of their enormity
causes him deep 'anguish of soul. Such a sight convinces him that nothing he
can do 'can atone for his gUilt; and thus the hidden yet certain workings within
bring him, thirdly, to poverty of spirit. He feels that he is, to all/intents, a
bankrupt; that he has not wherewith to pay a farthing towards this accumulated debt. And now is he humbled and crumbled in the dust of self-abasement,
and he further cries, " Woe is me, I am undone!", This state of things may
last som~ time, and the poor soul, like Bunyan's pilgrim, carries all tlie while the
burden upon hjs shoulders. But, the set time to favour Zion arriving, an invisible hand leads him to Calvary, and the pur.pose of the suffering of a crucified
Saviour gleams llpon his darkened pathway, wide with the sight comes the
knowledge that this is the One he has been groping for; he has been feeling
after Jesus, if haply he may find Him; and now he does find him, and, amidst
his tears of contrition at the foot of the cross, off rolls his burden from his back,
and he hears a sweet voice exclaiming, "I have blotted 'out thy sins as a cloud,
and thy transgressions as a thick cloud." Now he realizes, fourthly, pardon-a
sense thereof flowing into his soul; a drop of the precious blood of Jesus has
fallen upon the mountain of his sin, and it has melted like wax at the presence
of the Lord. He now discovers that the God he is dealing with is a God ready
to pardon and ready to save; that, while he is a sinner worthy only of condemnation, Jesus is that Saviour who came not to save the righteous, but sinners,
of whom he is chief. And now he rests no longer on creature merit, but pleads
before a Father's throne the blood of Jesus, and gains, fifthly, PEACI!:. A peag,e
of mind which passeth understanding takes possession of his soul; where all was
tempest, now 'tis a calm; the Master is in the boat, and has said, "Peace; be
still ;" and the poor sinner lifts up his head, a wonder .to himself-astonished
with a great astonishment.
'
And what is the result? ])rst, praise. 'A song of thanksgiving bursts from
his heart, and, like Hannah of old, he exclaims, "Mine horn is exalted in the
Lord. • . I rejoice in thy salvation."
,
And will all this lead to licentiousness, as some dare to assert? Absurd!
such a man must and will be brought, secondly, to precious fruits. Not that he
can of himself do anything more to merit further displays .of God's goodness
than before. Where, tben, will be his fruit? Scripture answers the inquiry:
"In me [i. e., Jesus] is thy fruit found." And such will be .the fi'uit of the
Holy Spirit, which is love, joy, peace, long··suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, and te.lllperance;-against which there is no law. Yes, there will be
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love-love to Jesus; faint often, glowing sometimes, destroyed never. Love'
also to the brethren: "By this we know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren." Joy, especially in connexion with the
means of grace and the reception of divine truth, sealed home by the power of.
the Holy 8pirit; as the apostle Paul says to the Thessalonian Christians, "Ye
became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much
affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost." Long-suffering: suffering long and
patiently for Christ's sake-partaking with Him of His sufferings, as well as
sharing with Him His joys; refusing this world's esteem and fame, and choosiug
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God. Gentleness: no longer that
lion-hearted sinner, defying the commands and will of God, but one aubdued
into a lamb-like spirit, to sing and to desire.
"QuietI Lord, my froward heart,
Make me teachable and mild;
Upright, simple, free from art,
Make me as a weaned child;
From distress and ~nvy free,
Pleased with all that pleases Thee."
Goodness-not creature goodness-he has none; he knows and feels this; but
the Spirit of God disposes him to acts of sympathy and kindness, and he lives no
longer to himself, but, being bought with a price, he labours for the good of
others, that in all things Christ may haye the glory. Faith in God, as a God of
providence as well as a God of peace; brought to believe that if there is an
earnest seeking after, first, the kingdom of heaven, all things needful for the
body shall be added. Meekness: receiving the word with meekness, and exhibiting before men a meek deportment,' as a follower of the lowly Jesus; showing
out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. And, lastly;
temperance: equally balanced, not swerving to the right hand or to the' left;
using God's blessin~s without abuse; desiring that every blessing may be sanctified, and bring ,honour to his Master's cause.
Such points are the DEVELOPMENT of the new nature; and we dwell upon
that word because the work of thus unfolding is not done all at onGe; such
clusters of fruit are not found until after much digging, uprooting, and dunging
about, as well ~s the felt warmth of the Sun of Righteousne,ss arising with healing in His wings. Still, such are the inevitable buddings forth of the new
nature, and by such evidence we do know that we have passed from death unto
life.
May the Lord grant that the examination Qf these points may cheer some
trembling ones, and lead them to say, " Well, then, if these things be so, I am a
child of grace, for I know I have experienced them. Dear Lord, I am thine! "
Pray for clearer evidences of your adoption, so that you may feel assured you
have passed from death unto life; and for grace to testify, by lip and life, that
you have experienced this mighty change of heart:
And now, where this precious change has been .effected, there should be
DECISION OF CHARACTER.

[Read EZRA iv., and connect it with ·EZRA vL]

" Ye have nothing to do with us." -EZRA iv. 3.

Such was the answer-of Zerubbabel and the people of Israel to the adversaries of Judah, who had offered to join them in building the temple: "Ye have
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, nothing to do with U8." " Ob, but," they said, " let us build with you: for we
seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto Him." But, no; the firm
reply of this man of God was, " Ye have nothing to do with us," Then comes
out the true character of the enemies of God: "The people of the land
weakened the hands of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building."
And to such an extent did they carry their hostility, and so did they prevail,
that" the work of the house of God ceased at Jerusalem·' (verse 24). Ah!
but it was only for a time. Let patience have her perfect work, and faith still'
look on, and good snall come out of apparent evil. So was. it in this case.
Years roll away, it is true, but eventually God raises up instrumentalities, not
merely to permit the building of the temple, but to advance it; not merely to
command, " Let the work of this house of God alone," but to decree that the
people of Judah were to have all that they had need of to build the temple. So
that the temple, after all, is finished, and the Feast of Dedication kept.
Beloved, the greatest profit of soul and peace of mind is gained from decision
of character. When invited by the world to join in any unsanctified engagement,
let this oe your language, " Ye have nothing to do with us," nor we with you.
If tempted to enter with them ona God-dishonouring pursuit, ask, " Can I plead
for God's blessing upon this? if not, I have no business here." And, on tbe
other hand, if they insinuate themselves into your society, and try to lower your
standard, and reduce your tone of spirituality, shake yourself at once from the
amalgamation; for" to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded
is life and peace." "Can two walk together unless they be agreed?" can
sensuality and spirituality unite? Oh, no! May there, then, be in your character and mine a clear coming out from the world; what,ever it costs us, it
11);ust and will work well; and though, from maintaining this separation, all may
appear against us, the Lord will eventually honour them that honour Him.
" He that overcomes shall stand
As a pillar at God's hand, .
And, with marks of honour graced,
In his temple shall be placed."

i~

Pray for grace, that there may be a more marked decision of character; and
for patience, to wait the Lord's own time for the accomplishment of His will.
And now this decision of character will often lead to much conflict. Let me
point you, as a sweet help, to some of
JESUS' LAST WORDS.

[Read JOHN xiv. J

"Let not your heart be tr:oubled."-JoHN xiv. 1.

ry

How the last words of a departed friend are treasured up
fond relatives.
The weeping widow, oh, how she hangs upon her husband's last utterances; and
the bowed husband, how he thinks over those last memorable words of that one
who was dearer to him than his life. But here we have, in this and following
chapters, the last advice of that best beloved, the Lord Jesus Christ. Note His
gracious words: "Let not your heart be troubled." They were troubled, and
well they might be; for while sitting at supper (the last supper they would have
on earth with their dear Redeemer) Jesus had told them that one of them should
- betray Him: "He it is to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it.
And when He had dipped the sop, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of
Simon." And not merely this, but he had also declared that one of them sh.ould
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" deny him." "Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow Thee now? I
will lay down my life for Thy sake. Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down
thy life ~or my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall not crow,
till thou hast denied me thrice."
,And then there was another thing that troubled them; for Jesus had declared
that He was about to go away from them, and that where He went they could
not then follow Him. Oh, here, then, was enough to make the disciples of our
Lord grieved in spirit and downcast in heart. But how. soothing and gracious
the words o{ their Lord: "Let not your heart be troubled." It is true one
shall betray me, and another deny me; so be it. J go for an express purpose.
Be comforted, for my errand is to prepare a place for you in yonder" house of
lDany mansions:~ Farewell, but receive this my legacy: "Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.".
May these memorable words of our Redeemer comfort our souls in moments
of disquietude, "Let not your heart be troubled:' Why should it be? all is
ordered, and well ordered, for you.
" Not a single shaft shall hit,
Till the God of love sees fit."
Oh, away with thy tremblings and tears! He has but gone that the Comforter
might take His place. Noris He an unconcerned spectator; for" He is able to
save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them." He knew that trial and tribulation would mark
the career of the children of God, but oh, how gracious and full of meaning His
words: "Let not your heart be troubled." 'Yes, Christian, as dear" E. B. M,,"
in one of her sweet lays, sings"Tribulation must attend thee,
" Sing we, then, our Father's praises,
'Tis the children's portion here;
While in thorny paths we tread;
But thy God toitl stilt de/end thee,
He will soon to glory raise us, :
And in every strait appear.
Through our blessed Covenant Head." *
Pray for grace to bear up under trial, believing it is the appointment of a
loving Father, and for faith to recognise Jesus as your High, Priest before the
throne, ever living to make intercession for you in every time of need.
Beloved, we have penned these few hints just before Jeaving home for a con·
tinental trip. Pray for us, that we may have journeying mercies, and return
laden with fresh news of Jesus. "All my fresh springs are in Him."
Bury St. Edmunds.
'
G. C.

FELLOWSHIP.
" Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ."1 JOHN i. 3.

A DEAD person can have no fellowship with a living one. A sinner dead in sin
can have no fellowship with the living God. It was impossible for Lazarus to
have fellowship with his two sisters, Mary and Martha, while he was in the
grave; but after Jesus raised him from death to life; he was able to commune
* If our friends want precious leaflets for circulation, they could not do better than get aome of
these sweet lays of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bllth Row, Birminghllm.-G. C.
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with them. So with the sinner who has been raised from death in sin to a new
life in righteousness. And, till that change ,has taken place; he is not in a' fit
state to have fellowship with God or His people. Reader, in what state is your
soul? Dead'in sin or alive in righteousness ?
A person cannot have fellowship with one whom he does not know. The sinner,
,by nature, is unacquainted with God; "alienated from the life of God through
the ignorance that is in him" (Eph. iv. 18); "·without understanding" (Rom.
i. 3l): and" the natural man receiveth not the things of the SpIrit -of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned" (1 Cor. ii. 14).
Nor can anyone have fellowship with an individual with whClm he is at
enmity. The sinner by- nature is under the dominion of the carnirt mind, which
is ,enmity against God; and while in this state he cannot have fellowship with
Him. Reader, is this your condition?
A man does not like to have fellowship with a person in whom he has no
confidence. So with the sinner; he has no spiritual faith in the Lord, and consequently has no fellowship with him: for where there is no faith there can be
fellowship. Reader, do you belong to those "cfiildren' in whom there is no
faith?" Or are you amongst those who are blessed' with faithful Abraham?
A man cannot have true fellowship with one he does not love. Man by
nature hates God. (See Eom. i. 30.) And berore he caI! love God he must
r have what CaJeb and Joshua had, namely," another spirit."
Reader, do you love
God or hate Him? There can be no fellowship with God without love to Him.
What" then, is fellowship with God? It consists ,in walking in the light (1
John i. 17). " If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in dark.
ness; we lie, and do not the truth", (1 John i. 6). Again," What fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what cojpmunion hath light with
darkness?" (2 Cor. vi. 14). Note Dagon and the ark (1 Sam. v. 2, 3). Again,
it consists in walking with God, as Enoch and Noah; in being enabled by the
Spirit to cry, "Abba, Father" (Rom. viii. 15). In" walking in love ;" in
"walking in the truth" (2 John 3). Iu holding frequent intercourse with God;
in hearing what He says to us, and in 'knowing that He hears what we say to
'Him. In feeling that He claims me as Hi.s-" Thou art mine;" and that I can
claim Him'as mine-" Thou art my portion;" "Thou art my God." 'In, feeling that God is our light, our salvation, strength, portion, refuge, rock, safeguard, and strong tower-our Father, Friend-oar all in all.
How is fellowship with God effected or brought about? Is it produced by an
act of the sinner, or by an act of God? The conduct of the father towards the
prodigal son beautifully illustrates the way in which this fellowship is produced,
and also whaifprecedes it. First, the prodigal son felt a want-" I perish with
hunger." Then he resolves to " go to his father." There was no fellowship all
this while. ",But when the father saw him, ne had compassion on him, and fell
on his neck, and kissed him." It was the father's affectionate embrace, and his
gracious words about bringing forth the best robe and killing the fatted calf, that'
produced the fellowship. In the prodigal's case, a sense of danger, want, and
guilt, preceded fellowship with his father'; and is it not often so with God's
children now? How the father's conduct melted the prodigal's heart, overcame
his soul, and took away for a ,time, it may be, the power of utterance.
The first., time t?at a poor sinner is fa-voured 'with fellowship with God~ it \
frequently leads hIm to wOilder and adore. J oseph's bretqren had no' lovmg
fellowship -with him till he made himself known to them and said, "I am
Joseph," &c.; and oh, what a scene followed 1 What a power attended those
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few words, "'Come near, I pray you," &c. Saul never had fellowship with the
Son of 'God .till He said, "I am Jesus." Does not this show that the manifestation of Christ to the soul is necessary to produce fellowship with God? The
person who enjoys fellowship with God will Sll.Y with the spouse, "He brought
me to the banquetting house," ~c. (Sot Song i1. 4). He knows that he never
would ,have found his way to the banquetting house, if the Lord had not brought
him there. In the best sense of the term, the believer, while enjoying fellowship with God, is "faring sumptuously every day."
,
No man can have fellowship with the Father with-out at the same time hav··
ing fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ; it is therefore impossible for one who
denies the divinity of Jesus Christ to 'be in fellowship with the Father. Such a
person has never beEm called by God the Father into the fellowship of His Son
Jesl.js Christ our Lord (1 Cor. i: 9). There is no fellowship with either of the
divine Persons in the ever-blessed Trinity in mere natural religion, which has its
origin in the creature. A religIon without fellowship with God in the,'Trinity of
His Persons, may be compared to an engine without steam to move it, to a body
without life; or to the earth withc}Ut the sun to shine upon it. All natural and
artificial religion stops short of fellowship with God the Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Fellowship with God the Father, with God the Sori in His sufferings,
with God the Holy Ghost, is the high and holy privilege of the Lord's people.
In fellowship with the Father, they feel His love; in fellowship with Christ,
they feel His grace ~ in, the fellowship of the Spirit, they commune with Him
(2 Coi'. xiii. 14).
Note some of the blessed e'ffects of this followship : 1. Heavenly mindedness.-The language of such is, c, Whom have I in
heaven but Thee?" "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart
and be with Christ, which is far better;" "Willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord." "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."
Reader, if while you are in the world the spirit of the world rules in you,
depend upon it that you are not in fellowship with God.
2. A sensible enjoyment of God's favour.-·The language of such is,"The
Lord is my Shepherd." "My Lord and my God." "The Lord is my light
and my salvaHon; whom shall I fear?" It is true a person may be possessed
of grace without being able experimentally to adopt this language at ail times;
but a child of God who is living in fellowship with' His lieavenly Father, 'can, at
such a time, feelingly and experimentally use such blessed assertions. Reader,
are you in the enjoyment of this blessed privilege now? Can you say, " Truly
our fellowship is "-J;lotwas-" with the Father ?"
3. Christian unily.-" If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another" (1 J oll1i i. 7). What unity existed amongst those
who were converted on the day of Pentecost! It is said of them, " They continued daily with one accord in the temple;" aye, and out of it too, for it is
add,ed, "and in breaking bread from house to house." Oh, what a lack, of
Christian unity there is in the present day, notwithstanding that professing
Christians of different denominations meet together on the same platform, and
join togetherJor the sake of furthering the same objects; but, wpere there is no
fellowship with God, there cim be no real union with Hi~ people. Such unity
may be compared to two iron bars, the ends of which are brought in c0!1tact
with each other: if a person were to hammer them before putting them into the
fire, he would not 'get them to unite; although th(1y would be touching each
other, yet they would not be reatly united. Such unity would be of a very cold
kind. But put the two ends into the fire, and make ,them red hot, and then '
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strike them, and they will unite and keep united. Enlightened reader! is not
the baptism of the fire of the Holy Ghost, absolutely necessary to produce real
unity amongst Christians?
4. Humility.-·What an illustration of this we have in the experience of
Abraham, who, when in fellowship with God, said, " I am but dust and ashes ;"
and in that of Job, " I am vile:" likewise in that of Isaiah, "Woe is me, for I
am undone;" also in that of Paul, "Chief of sinners." "God resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace to the humb~e."
5. Courage to do what is right and pleasing to God in the face of danger.See what is said in Daniel about the three Hebrew children; and in the Acts
about Stephen. Was Peter in fellow.ship when he met with his fall, and acted
the part of a coward?
6. A desire aild aim to please God in everything.-You do not like to offend
a person with whom you are in fellowship, nor yet to hear him spoken against.
So with the child of God. Lot's righteous soul was vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked. Ask a man to sin who is living in communion with
God, and what answer will he give you? Will it not be like Joseph's, who
said, "How can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God.?
7. It will check and tend to subdue the sph'it of w-ranglin,IJ.-Those who are
living in fellowship with God, are walking in love; not merely walking after it.
Depend upon it, where there exists a spirit of discord, there is but little fellowship with God.
, 8. Resignation to God's will.- Was J onah living in communion with God
when he went to Tarshish? Kicking against God, being displeased with His
dispensations towards us, prove that we are not living in communion. The
language of those who are living in communion with Him is, " Though He slay
me yet will I trust in Him;" "It is the Lord, let Him do what seemeth Him
.good;" "Thy will be done."
9. Love to God's ordinances.- Your poor brother there has not been to a
prayer meeting for some time past; he does _not enjoy reading and studying the
Scriptures-has lost his relish for secret prayer. Ah, he is not in happy fellowship with God. Who are those who are most regular in their attendance on the
means of grace? Why such as are living in the closest intercourse with God.
Such find the ordinances indeed green pastures to their souls; and can say with
the psalmist, " I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of
the Lord."
10. Forgiveness of our enemies,-If Stephen had not been in fellowship with
God when being stoned to death, he would not have cried with a loud voice,
" Lord, lay not this sin to their charge."
.
n. An insight into the will and word of God, which otherwise would not be
the case-Only one of the disciples leaned on the bosom of Christ, and he saw
and heard what the others .did not-namely, the crucifixion of the Saviour, and
the dying sayings which He uttered.
12. Victory over our enemies, whether inward or outward, in life or in death.
-How many of God's children whilst in fellowship with Him, have, when
living, been enabled to say, "Now thanks be unto God which always causeth us
to triumph in Christ;" and when dying to say, " Thanks be to God who giveth
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ."
The believer's fellowship with God is, from various causes, often interrupted
here; but in heaven nothing will occur to hinder his communion: for" in His presence is fulness of joy, and at His right hand there are pleasures for evermore."
Dursley.
' F. F.
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A FEW DAYS IN OUR OLD PARISH-BONMAHON
(CO. WATERFORD).
AFTER an absence of six years, it is our privilege, in the good providence of our
God, once ngain to visit this spot, endeared 4J us by a long residence, and by,
very many associations.
In 101 (the current number) of our broad sheet; 'Old Jonathan, we have
given sketches and a description of this bold and interesting coast. That work
was commenced in this village between eight and nine years ago. We
look with peculiar interest upon the building whence it first emanated; and
within whose walls Dr. Gill's extensive Commentary, and sundlfother works,
were printed. Now that that vast undertaking is completed, we regard wijh
amazement-yea, with adoring wonder-the whole proceedings. Vve never
saw more clearly that it was the work of God, and that by His good hand alone,
we were enabled to accomplish it. None knew, as we were compelled to know,
the immense responsibility which it entailed, and how often we were almost
ovepvhelmed by, we may say; a horrible dread of defeat.* But, thanks to our
good and gracious God, He stood by us and strengthened us, and, finally,
enabled us to accomplisH that which He put it into our heart to undertake.
Now that we are again on the spot, and enabled calmly to review the whole,
we are reminded of many, facts in connexioll with the work, that call for our
warmest gr,ltitude and thanksgiving. Very many of our readers may not be
acquainted with the circumstances; we- therefore very briefly review them.
Soon after the commencement of the work, and when we ha~ just discovered
that it would involve an expenditure of some hundreds of pounds more than

* Now that the Commentary is completed, and has been long ont of print, thel'e are onc
or two circumstanees to which we may allude. We were engaged in bringing out tbe
work in an Industrial School, among novices, and in the midst of Romanism, with the
deadly hate and antagonism of the priests; and this, too, in a remote Irish village, nearly
400.miles from London, from which the materials had to be brought. Now we not only
labolU'cd under these difficulties and disadvantages, but we had other things with which to'
contend, and to which we durst not at the time make the slightest allu~ion, lest such
allusion should prove to be sU,(Jgostivo. "\Ve refer to our fEars lest the proof-sheets should
be tampered with, aftor they had been finally revised for the press. Sometimes in order
to retard the work, by some undiscovered hand, a bolt, a pin, or nut would be removed, and
thus the whole machinery stopped until such missing part could be replaced. The hand
that would do the one would be guilty of effecting the other. For example, it was happily discovered on one occasion, that just as a certain sheet of the work was going to the
press, the passage containing the names Gog and Magog had been tampered with; and
(afto1' the proof-sheet had passed from the reader's hand) dog and mad. dog had been substituted. Let the reader imagine such things to have been practised, and what n.ecessarily
must have followed bot the absolute ruin of the work? We were liable to this; especially
(as we have since found) one pcrson engaged in the work, and who was in our confidence,
was at the very time a member of a Ribbon lodge. Of this we have been assured; and this
very individual had been introduced to us and recommended by a neighbouring clergyman.
That man proved to be (after a seven years' servituJe with us) the deadliest and the most
dangerous of' our enemies. Such a fact reminds us of the striking language of the Psalmist,
" If it had heen an enemy that l'eproaehed me, then I could have borne it; but it was
thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance" (Psalm Iv. 12, 13).
It is remarkable that during our present visit to this village, two respectable, truthful,
out-spoken Roman Catholics have, apart and without the knowkdgcof each other, said to
us, " Did I not' warn you against that man? I knew he was not sincere. I knew at the
time he was no friend of yours." Long before we left this locality, two clergymen in
distant parishes gave the same testimony respecting that unhappy young man's parents,
and likewise a brother. But we now see that all was in the loving purpose, and by the
divine permission of our God; and that with a view that we should be ultimately fixed in a
larger and more important sphere of labour.
DD
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what we had catculated, we trembled for the issue. We feared we should be
ruined, and bring discredit upon the cause of God. Under these feeliugs, we
said to the late ever-to-be-dearly-remembered Captain CIifford, "We never in
our life had any thing to make us pray so much." His answer was, "That is
the best feature in the work." - ~'It is all," said we, "in the Lord's hands."
The very next post brought us word that dear Miss WAY had died and left us
a thousand pounds, which fact getting into the English papers, gave confidence
to our undertaking, and instrumentally insured us success. Oh, what a timely
interposition was that! But for it, we cannot conceive the result. It was that,
as a means, brought about the desired end, though, of course, on our part, it was
the very farthest thing from our thoughts.·
Oh, reader, how should facts like these stimulate us to look to and hope in tbe
Lord. How all-sufficient is He; how condescending and how gracious. Oh, for
more childlike faith; oh, for a more simple trust! As the poet expresses it,
. "Oh, for a more becoming faitb,
To credit what the Redecmer'saith."
How ashamed we may well be when wc reflect upon the weakness of our faith,
and our ever-constant readiness to call in question the kindness and the tenderness, and the faithfulness, and the all-sufficiency of our God. To think, reader,
that, after such astounding displays of His goodness and mercy, we should still
be so ready to dispute His wisdom, and.to call iu question His ever-constant
mindfulness of His word. How well may we_add, in the conternplation" And· are we, wretches, yet alive?
And do we still rebel?
'Tis boundless, 'tis amazing love,
That bears us up from hell."

" Oh, to grace how great a. debtor,
Daily we're constrained to be;
May that grace, Lord, like a feU er,
Bind my wand'ring heart to Thee."

As e-xpressed in the paper in the Old Jonathan, to which we have already
referred, we were surprised on our journey ollt from Waterford to this placea distance of fifteen miles-to witness the wanl' of progress. There is evidence
of going back rather than of allvancement. Homes are falling into decay, and
the land is running waste. The peasantry of Ireland seemed bent upon emigration, notwithstanding the frequent warnings that it is for wa1' puorposes they are
wanted in America. Since we have been in this village, a letter has been
received from a woman who emigrated some twelve months ago, She said, she
obtained a house, after her. arrival on the continent, and succeeded in letting
lodgings, and boarding her 9wn country people; and was thus enabled-to do
well. By a recent draft, however, she has been deprived of everyone of her
lodgers; and thus her means 'of support has failed: We have no doubt this is
but one of the numberless· cases that might be quoted.
The day after our arrival a missionary meeting was held in the school·house
erected by the contributions of our readers. That building has long been sacred
in our memory. Some of the happiest seaS/ms we ever experienced in preach·
ing, we enjoyed there; and that, too, when we knew not but what at any
moment we might be shot down. Nothing could exceed the calmness and the '
peace and the utter ·indifference about human results which the Lord was
pleased there to vouchsafe to us. We never could have believed it. possible,

t Whilst preparing copy for the "Bristol Tractf," we have been looking over tbe
volume of the Gospel Magazine for 1851. There the facts to which we have adverted are
detailed, In reperusing them, w.e are filled with anoring admiration and amazement. If
the reader should be in possession of the volume/·we would Itsk, ail a favour, tha~ he would
turn to it,
.
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had we not realized the fact. It gave us a most blessed insight into our God's
all-snfficiency, and enabled us likewise to understand RUTHERFORD'S wi'sh to die
a martyr's death.
Dear reader, let the Lord call you to whatever His wisdom may devise, you
have nouj1;ht to fear. If you belong to Him, you shall realize the truth of His
word, " My'grace is sufficient for thee;" "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass,
and as thy days so shall thy strength be."
It is blessed to be brougbt into circumstances wherein to prove the divine
faithfulness and the wisdom and the power of our God; yea, it is so blessed,
beloved, to be enabled to say, "Thou which hast shown me great and sore
troubles, shalt quicken me again, and sbalt bring me up again from the depths
of the earth. Thou shalt increase my greatness, and comfort me On every side."
Old spots and former associations are helps to remembrance in this respect.
What, however, has most excited our wonder and amazement is; the way
in which the Lord hOas ratified and confirmed His word with respect to enemies.
Our readers are already familiar in some degree with what we had to encounter
here. They know the deadly conspiracy formed against us. .
But where are ,our opponents now? To our perfect astoniehment, we find
that in this comparatively sbort space of time they are gone. On three several
occasions,. when in extreme bitterness of soul, throu'gh the spleen and deadly
hate of our enemies, the Lord applied with' much power two 'passages from the
37th Psalm, and one from the 46th Psalm. They served at the time to stay
the mind, and to give us to "hope against hope."- But oh, how little did we
then think how soon the word of the Lord was literally to be fulfilled. Our soul
is humbled in the very dust in the contemplation. "The wicked plotteth
against the just, and seeketh to slay him. The Lord will not leave him in his
hand, for He seeth that his day is coming." "I have seen the wicked in great
power, and spreading himself like a green bay tree. Yet he passed away, aud,
10, he was not; yea, I sought him, but he could not be found." Oh; how literally has this been the case, and, as already intimated, we are amazed in the
contemplation. It seems almost an impossibility in so short a time; so multiplied and manifold as the cases are. The facts, too, are so patent to all, that
numbers of the poor Roman Catholic villagers, during our present 'brief sojourn
among them, have been the first to testify of the reality. Whilst they have
offered the heartiest welcome upon our return among them, they have been the
first to speak of the total failure of those who sought our injury and destruction.
We testify of these facts, not in self-praise, God forbid-for to us "belongeth
shame and confusion of face," on account of our own individual sins and shortcomings; but we speak of them in acknowledgment and admiration of the mercy
and goodness and faithfulness of our God; and that we may help to encourage
others to look to Him and to trust iu Him. In the language of the Psalmist,
would we say, "Trust in Him at all times; ye people pour out your hearts
before Him. God is a refuge for us.'~ Oh, the sweetness of that word from
the 46th Psalm, as applied under the circumstances to which we just now
adverted, " The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge."
During our present visit it has been our privilege to minister to our dear'
former and much-loved parishioners in the self-same little church; and we have
again talked to diem, too, of divine faithfulness, and goodness, and mercy, in the
dear 'old school-house, whence some who once worshipped within its walls have
bee!!. translated to worship oui' God and Father in the" house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens."
We are at this moment seated in the little summer-house upon the cliff-brow,
DD2
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erected at the expense of one of our beloved correspondents, a former visitor to
this place. Some who met us, as a little group of friends in this lovely spot,
have since gone the way of all the earth; others are far r(jmoved. Every
thing seems to indicate change and death but the place itself. The cliffs are
the same: tIre fields are the same; the beautiful Comeragh ltHmntains are the
same; the headlands are the same; the sweet picturesque bays are the same;
the rocks the same; the vast expanse of ocean is the same; the sound of " the
eternal wave," as it rolls in and majestically breaks at the base of the cliff upon
whose summit we are seated, is the same. But, what is more, our God is the
same-yea, the" same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." Ah, yes; here is the
comfort-here the strong consolation. Yea, how happy is the consideration that" Midst changing scenes and dying friends,
Our Jesus is the same."
What a mercy and what a comfort is this. It cannot but be depressing in one
sense to cont~mplate the calling away of one and another and another whom we
once respected, and loved; but how sweet the consideration, whensoeverand
wheresoever permitted to entertain it, " They are not dead, but sleep." Not
dead, but gone before! Gone home! Have preceded us a little in the race!
lIave taken possession of theil' crown, as in due time, through the exercise of
the self-same boundless love and compassion" we hope to take possession of
ours. Oh, what inconceivable love! Oh, what heights and depths aneT lengths
and breadths of mercy, to arrest poor sinners, to maintain poor sinners, and to
bring poor sinners thus far onward and heavenward; to feel, too, with regard to
those who have gone before, " tlmt they without us cannot be made perfect;"
that it should be said of each of us, dear reader, if we belong to Jesus, poor
and worthless, ill and hell-deserving as we are, " The Lord hath need of him."
Oh, what wOI\drous love! what boundless mercy.! what divine compassion!
Truly tbe ocean now spreading before us, as we write-the sea in its fathomless
depths-is but a faint representation of that ocean .of love without bottom or
shore. Well, in conclusion, may we add, "Behold what manner of love the
Father hath bestovied upon us, that we should be. called the sons of God: therefore the world knowetli us not, because it knew Him not. Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He
is." (1 John iii. 1, 2).
, And now, dear old spot-Bonmahon, with all its mingled pleasing an~
painful reminiscences-farewell. Farewell, church and schooll); farewell, ye
mountains, ye cliffs, and ye wide-spread waters; farewell-farewell, J'e dear,
dear people. May we meet at last where, farewell is heard no more; where
there shall be no more curse, no more night, no more sea, no more death;
where the inhabitant never says, I am sick, and where the people who dwell
therein are forgiven their iniquity. May we meet, beloved, in that blessed inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away; in that
blissful region which hath " no need of the light of the sun, nor of the moon, to
shine in it: for the glory of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light
thereof;" where God Himself shall wipe away all tears from 'offall faces.
" Oh, glorio\ls hour, oh, blest abode,
We shall be near and like our God;
Nor flesh nor sense shall e'er"control,
,The sacred pleasures of our soul.
Bonmahon (Co. Waterford).

"There shall we see, and hear, and know,
All we desired or wished below;
And every power find sweet employ,
In tbat eternal world of joy."
THE EDITOR.

!

September 1,

1864. ]

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

405

LEAVES FROM THE HEALING TREJ!}, AND STREAMS FROM:
THE GREAT RIVEIt.
" But I said, HoUJ shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant
land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call
me, My Father; and shalt not tur~ g,way from me."-JER. iii. 19.

HEAVEN'S ultimate inhabitants shall be those who were adopted eternally by
Jehovah. The setting apart by the Lord of a people for His praise, witnesses
to His love, and is an unsearchable blessing to those who are so highly and
graciously distinguished above the rest of God's creation. Love and grace
sovereignly disposed is the delight of those who by the Holy Ghost are regenerated and converted from the regions of death and darkness into the kingdom of
God's dear Son, Jesus Christ-the Lamb slain as a !'ansom for many, and who
by His death bore away the sins 'of the grace family. The love of God in
Christ Jesus passeth knowledge, and it will ever have the saint's admiration.
Adoption is eternal; and known only to God are those whose names are written
in heaven.' Hence He determined upon a way of openly manifesting His grace
children, to the praise and glory of. His name. The salvation of the elect and
His dignity-praise and respect to all His attributes-were ever linked together.
Therefore He says, speaking of them as a saved people, " They shall shew forth
my praise." Notice1st. The question put: "But I said, How shall I put thee among the
chiluren," &c.-thou who art born in sin and shapen in iniquity, going astray
from the birth, and delighting iu those thing~ which my holy nature loathes,
and concerning which I have said, " nothing that is unclean" can enter where I
am? Dead in trespasses and sins, and led captive by Satan at his will, are all
men; and, as such, dead to all that is good, and alive to all that is bad. However can such characters, then, be saved from hell, and be saved to heaven?
Certainly ?nly in an4 by God's way, conceived in His mind, secured and settled
by His purpose or determination, and sovereignly administered to those towards
whom He'would show mercy, for whom Jesus Christ as Mediator was set up, iu
the fulness of time to be revealed from heaven and manifested in the flesh, to
make an. atonement for sin-t\1e sins of the elect world. Jel'\Ovah.~ esus was
set apart eternally for a purpose, took our nature for a special end, and died that
He might redeem a people for Himself for ever.
2nd. The answer given: "Thou shalt call me, My Father." At first sight
of the Lord's question, it would appear He was at a loss what He should do to
bring about His eternal designs and His loving iutentions to\ya~'ds His children.
Did He expect anything from them? or look to them to supply the condition or
meet the coutingency ? No ! He was prepared for this extremity, caused by
the siu and guilt of those whom" He determined to save." First, He set them
apart; then He made the way, even Christ, " the Man of His right hand," who
by His blood was to mark the path to the city which hath fou~dations which
this people was to walk in. But they were dead; how could they feel, act, or
exercise any faculty or power to reach this path, or enter this only way to life
eternal which they were destined for by God's purpo~e? " They shall call me,
My Father." Here is the difficulty met in a moment. He that devised salvation
through His mercy could not be thwarted. "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, THEREFORE with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." To call
God Father is evidential of life, and life imparted is the first manifest step to the
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glory inheritance. Here, then, is the work of the Holy Ghost. He quickens,
gives the soul a knowledge of sin and of holiness, and this twofold sight staggers
the sensible sinner to distraction: a felt disease, amI no physician apparently
ne'ar; hell raging in the heart and conscience, and nothing present to allay
its flames. The 'soul now is as a potsherd. Its moisture is turned into the
drought of summer. The grace it is now the subject of has perished up all its
creature righteousness, carnal confidence, and fleshly pride, and its cry is,
" 'Whither shall I go from Thy presence?' If I stay here, I must sink into
Tophet." Presently a ray of heavenly life is darted into the poor distressed
heart, even hope by which the soul cries, "Lord, have mercy; Christ, have
mercy;" and so it is exercised until the mouth, filled with the cry for mercy,
gets its request granted, and is brought to

.--

(

" Weep to the praise of the mercy it's found."

ThIs mercy is manifested, first, as We have just stated, by a ray of hope, and
then an indulgence of that hope, 'even that the salvation of' God in and through
a precious Redeemer may, be found by him; and so he goes on until the ,Lord
the Holy Ghost brings him to the cross, and emlbles him by precious faith to trust
llis soul, with all its felt 'sins, upon that dear Saviour who by His one offering
hath perfected for ever the one Church, the one body,' of' which He is the Head;
and then it advances in the knowledge of sin put away, debts paid, long con·
tractions of guilt cancelled, and righteousness brought in, and now put on him,
enabling his soul to experience the unspe~:kable blessing of justification in the
sight of' and' before God. Now he lisps, Abba, Father, by the witness-of the
Spirit in his heart and conscience; and so now he is the subject of that pro·
mised grace of out text, " Thou shalt call me, My Father ;" or, in a word, they
shall be brought manifestedly into the family of God to which they were
appointed before all worlds. Saving grace in the heart enables the soul to
- recognize gracious parentage, which is alone the privilege of' spiritual Israel,
who are of the circumcision of' faith, heirs of' the kingdom, yea, heirs of' God,
and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.
3rd. The promise made of persevering grace: "And shalt not turn, away
from me." Neither will He turn away from them to do them good. Exceed·
ing great and precious promises are recorded iq God's word for the encouraging
of sometimes fainting and desponding Zion. They hold on because He keepeth
their feet; are well looked after, for His eye neither slumbereth nor sleepeth,;
securely ,kept and supported, because underneath are the everlasting arms;
yea, blessed from above, whose blessing is irreversible; for He blesseth, 'and none
can curse; He curseth, and none can, bless. Then" happy is that people who
are in such a case.'"
.
"Though our Adam·fall in nature
Seem'd to make e'en grace at stand
How to put us with the children,
How to give the goodly land;
But the plan Himself had formed,
Ere like sheep we went astray:
C They,' said God, C shall call me Father,
Nor from me shall turn away.'''
Hoxton.
w. C.
The more we perceive of the· beattty, and purity, and holiness of Jesus, the
more by contrast shall we see of our own deformity, defilement, and ignorance.
-Rev. W. Borrows.
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MEMOIR OF W. M.
rWE have no doubt about the annexed account being read with peculiar interest
ana profit. At t.he time our dear brother, the Rev. J. DE RENZY (the Curate of
Monksland), read it· to us, we were walking round the beautiful cliff~ of Bonmahon, and
contemplating the wide.spread ocean. Just as he read, the wind began to get up, and
the sea to rise. A vessel was moored hard by, but, calculating on the exp.osed nature
of the coast, and the variable state of the weather, was lying at anchor with her sails
only partially furled. Upon the least change she would drop her moorings or raise
her anchor, and be promptly under weigh for sailing. This she did as we looked ·on.
We thought (as our brother read) how that bark resembled him of whom he read,
. and how like that vessel was to each waiting soul, who, with sails unfurled, and
vessel trimmed, is only waiting the great Captain's signal to let go the world's frail
hold or anchorage, and bear away upon the ~reat ocean of eternity.-Reader, how do
matters stand with you? Is yonr frail bark in harbour, and, anticipating no change
or danger, have you, as the sailors say, made" all snug?" or, sensible of the absolute uncertainty of all things here, and knowin~ not but what at any moment you
may receive sailing orders, are you in readiness ?-your stores on board-your sails
shaken out-each man at his,post-and prepared t;> let go your moorings or'haul up
anchor at a moment's notice? Oh, blessed position to be in waiting for the Master's
- coming, siLting loosely to everything on earth, and living in comparative indifference
, to all the world calls good or great. Well may such sing" We've no abiding city here ;
This may distress the worldling's mind,
But should not cost the saint a tear,
Who hopes a better rest to find."

EDITOR.]

W. M--, the subject of the following memoir, was born in October, 1826.
He was the fifth of ten children. The eldest and two youngest died in child.
hood. He was, then, the'eldest son, and, from a boy, was treated as a head of
the family, being consulted on every matter of importance. His eldest sister
died, rejoicing in the salvation which is in Christ, in 1845.. !{is younger
brother was' brought home in 1848, and, on his death-bed, affectionately and
earnestly entreated the subject of this memoir to come to the Saviour whom he
fQ...und so precious. His third sister fell asleep in Jesus in 1856. He was
married in 1851, and at the time of his death had six children.. His third
sister, K--' ,was married to a clergyman of the Church of England, who, in this
sketch, is called John. 'His second sister, a decided, deep-taught Christian, was,
at the opening of this history, living in his neighbourhood, and visiting him daily.
Early in life he was appointed to a situation in a public office, and by his apt~
tude for business, his application and earnestness, soon- gained the favour of his'
superiors; and accordingly he rose., step by step, year after year; his sole,
his great desire, being to attain a high position; and of this there seemed every
prospect. But the Lord had better things in store for him. In 1857 there
were signs of delicacy which made his friends anxious, but he did not attach importance to them. After some time, his medical advisers recommended a rest
from business, and removal to tIle south of England. He went, and, after some
short sojourn there, returned much improved. But a short application to business, and it was plain he was the victim of consqmption. He continued to lose
ground, and in the following year it was evident to those who were so anxiously
noticing every change, that his' sojourn here was to be very short. His sister,
anxious most about his soul, requested the minister of the district to visit him.
She watched most anxiously for it, but he did not come. Day after day passed,
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and yet he came not. She was nearly distracted; and on Sunday, July 31,
1858, she called on the Rev. W. A--, and asked him to visit her brother;
told him all her fears and her anxieties; and he, busied though he were,
ministering to a large congregation, went to see the subject of this notice. If
she were to have searched through the city, she could not have selected a man
more distasteful to her brother, who seemed' greatly annoyed at his coming,
saying, " I wish you had not asked him; I do not like the man." The interview was that which would be between a faithful minister and a dying sinner
,vho cared only for the decencies of religion: but the truth was brought powerfully before him, amI the Holy Ghost accompanied the word spoken. On Sunday, August 1, on his sister E - - remarking how shocked she was at an
observation made by a lady with whom both were acquainted, "that she saw
nothing good ina sermon she heard, as it was all about Christ," he filled
to tears, and exclaimed, " Oh, how awful to think of any sinner speaking in such
a way of their only, only hope! What would become of us without Jesus?
How could there be too much of Him? " And, after some remarks on our lost
condition, and the suitability of the Saviour, he prayed most fervently that Jesns
would take away hi~ load of guilt. And wheu she was leaving him in the
evening, he whispered to .her, " Pray earnestly for me; I am so wretched, and,
'
.
_so sinful!" -This request he frequently made.
On August 25th he was visited by Dr. S--, in consultation 'with his regular
medical attendant, and from that time gave up any lingering hope of a prolonged life which he. may have cherished. His sister saw hil)1 soon after, and
asking him how he felt, he replied, "Just waiting my time until the Lord sees fit
to take me home." He then asked her to call for him next day, to take him
into town in a carriage to have his likeness taken, to gratify his wife; and
when she called, and asked him was he ready, he replied, "Yes, darling; quite
ready for anything: encircled in the robe of Jesus'righteousness, neither death
nor hell can prevail against me. Oh, I could not have imagined it possible I
could enjoy such peace as I have now. The marvellous love of Jesus 1 I have
been a dreidful sinner, but my sins are all washed out in the blood of Jesusall, all forgiven! " On his father lifting him into the carriage, he said, " I have
110 strength; I am able for nothing; but I have a strength no time can ever
affect-the strength of Jesus, encircled in the robe of His righteousness."
In the course of that afternoon, he spoke in the tenderest affection of his wife,
and the heavy, crushing blow, his death would be to her; remarking how she
clung to him, and depended so on him for- everything; adding that it was not
pride made him speak or think of the heavy trial, but his knowledge of her deep'
affection; and ~hen said, " I have loved her as fondly as man could love/ loved her for her very helplessness. For my sake, bear with her; save her all
the trouble you can. Never lose sight of my little children; pray for them, and
do -what you can to h.ave them trained in the ways of holiness." He then,
asked her to be with him the next day, to partake 'of the Lord's supper. To
his poor wife, 'at another time, he said, " I am leaving you a heavy charge. and
you are a poor, helpless little thing yourself; bnt do not despair on account of
y.our helplessness; look to the Lord for grace and strength to bring up my little
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; jf you train them in the
right way, they will be a blessing to you, and you will' be a blessing to them.
Let '·1 will ijever leave thee nor forsake thee' be your motto." At another
time, when speaking to her of her great sorrow, and praying she might be
enabled to bear it, she opened the Bible and read, "I shall go to him, but he
shall not return to me," he smiled sweetly and said, "Ah, she is becoming a
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good child; the Lord will bless her and teach her. She is Yery precious to me.
What shall I do if her poor little soul is lost?" On being told not to fear, he
said, " No, no; I will trust, and not be afraid. The same grace that sought
me out will, I trust, seek her." He told his sister E--, .that when in treaty
about the house in which he then lived, and into which he had only lately moved,
walking one day to the landlord's; a voi(le sounded in his ears very distinctly,
saying, " Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of }hel) I" That he
turned to see if anyone were near who could have' spoken, but there was not.
He said this made him" quite ill, and very. angry;" and that for some time he
could not shake off the impression, but at length" Satan drowned it." He also
said that, a night or two previous to Dr. S--'s visit, he was aroused in the
night by a similar voice, saying, " I will never leave thee nor forsake thee;"
and that he 'raised himself on his elbow to see if anyone was there or awake.
About this time, he had a dream of passing through a narrow, dark valley,
but in the far distance he saw the most exquisitely brilliant light. He asked
his sister what she thought it meant, when she replied, it seemed as if it were a
foretaste of David's sweet assurance, "Yea, though I walk through the valley;"
&c. This seemed to give him pleasure, and ever afterwards he particularly de.
lighted in the 23rd Psalm. One time he asked why death was call\id a dark
valley, and being told it was the entranceJo an nnknown world, and the separa- .
tion of soul and body, ~' Oh, is that all ?" said he; "that is not much; absent
from the body, present with the Lord. It is the entrance gate to heaven." At
another time, asking why death was so often called Jordan, and on iEs being
explained that it was the boundary between the wilderness and the promised
land, it was added, that when the feet of the priests who bore" the ark of the
covenant touched the waters, they dried up, so that the people passed over dry."
shod. The idea gave him gi-eat pleasme, and he frequently alluded to it after. wards, saying, " Jesus had deprived death of its sting, and that His people had
nothing to fear. With Him they would pass over dry-shod." Frequently he
would say of death, " It is nothing; it is just falling asleep." On his express.
ing a wonder if any coming to Jesus could ever be-lost, John x. 2'7-30 was
read to him, and the reml!rk made, surely he could' have no greater security,
he replied, "Surely not; away with doubts." Once he asked, "Do you think
there will be many finally lost?" It was replied, "Wide is the gate," &c.
" Then," said he, " why am I saved?" "Sovereign grace alone; nothing in
yourself," was answered. "Nothillg but sin. Oh, the wondrous love of Jesus! "
was his reply. On some tracts having been sent to him, he said, " I want no
treatises now; I want" to lay my sins on Jesus. On Christ, the solid Rock, I
stand." There were some few hymns he greatly enjoyed, and amongst his
especial favourites was,
"My hope is built on nothing less," &c.
He had these read over and over to him, saying" they kept his mind from
wandering from Jesus.
One day after breakfast he said, "I have eaten very heartily, I will say
A-- (his little daughter) grace; and. putting his hands together, said,
" Thank God for a good breakfast; yes, and for all His mercies to me a poor
sinner. But we will not have sin always to trouble us; cOll).e> help m8 to sing,
, Oh that will be joyfuL'" They did not join him when he repeated the firot
verse, and said the" joyful, joyful," over several times, as if he rei111y enjoyed
the foretaste of it: But seeing his wife· cry, he said, " Why do you, cry? Why
not help me to rejoice? .Are you grieving to see me so happy?" His cousin,
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a surgeon in the army, called to see him after an absence of some days from
town; when W-- asked him, did he think him weaker? the other replied,
there was but very little change in his pulse. W-- appeared greatly troubled
at believing the other was not speaking truth; and said, " F - - is a nice
fellow, I wish he did !.lot think it necessary to tell professional lies." His sister
K-- replied, that, though he was weaker, yet perhaps there was little change
in the pulse. 'When he said, "For his sake I hope so; but I was comparatively strong when he last saw me." At one time when speaking of his great
peace, he ,said, "How all-absorbing is the love of Christ; it is with me so
engrossing, that in it I forget all else ,: forget that I am a husband-a parent."
His wife' said,A" W--, do you not still love me?" He replied, "Dearest, I
speak comparatively; let us meet where parting will-be no more-where aU is
love. May the love of Christ constrain yOIl all to meet me there."
On August 31 he took leave of his dear children; prayed that the Lord
might be their Father and their Guide through life, bless them with His richest
blessings, and keep them in the narrow way until they should join him in
heaven. He was 'now very weak, and on this trying occasion was greatly
exhausted. He thanked God who broug4t him through, saying, " Thank God
it is over; Satan has worried me so much about it, I was afraid: but Christ is
the strong ,one, and He has helped me." He then had his wife recalled to the
room, and received her cheerfully; and asked her to read once more his favourite
hymn,
" My hope is built on nothing less," &c.
Shortly after this all were round his bed, he being very low, when suddenly he
roused up, saying,
" Glory, honour, praise, and power," &c.
On Sept. 10, on being asked by his sister E---how be was, he replied, " Nearly
home-sinking rapidly." On her leaving that evening, he prayed that the Lotd
might bless her, and make her strong, and enable her to be to many such a
comfort and blessing as she had been to him. She said to him, " Would it not
be better, darling, to be soon done with sin and sorrow, and for e-ver be with the
Lord?" He said, "Yes, that will be far better; but it must be in the Lord's
own good time." The next day he was very low, a violent fit of coughing came
on, and from that time it was evident that death was rapidly approaching.
Many times he asked with wonder, "Is it not strange that I should enjoy
such perfect peace, and have nothing to do but rest on Jesus; or His promises
and His love? even Satan now seems to have less power to annoy me." The
next. day Mr. A-- paid one of his many and profitable visits. W-- was
delighted to see him, and told him of the perfect peace he was enjoying; and
said .that though Satan had made many assaults, yet he had come off more than
conqueror through Him that 10vl1d him. On taking leave he- prayed the Lord
to bless Mr. A--, adding, " You were the means in God's hands of bringing
the truth home to my poor soul." Mr. A-- expressed his thankfulness .at
having been made instrumental; an~ saying further, " But you and I will join
in giving to Christ all the glory," W-- replied, " Oh yes, I said you were the
means." He remarked, "I should like to have Mr. A-- with me always;
he so comes to the point: he comforts and cheers me. I was greatly prejudiced
against him, but I hope God has forgiven me that, as well as all my other sins."
On Sept. 14.Mr. A-- again called, and asked him if he was still clinging to
Christ? when he replied, " The poor flesh is now so weak I can only lie passive,
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but I feel the Almighty arms holding me and drawing me to Him; yes, ,we are .
clinging together." Mr. A-- inquired of him if he had any doubts or fears?
He seemed to wonder at the question, and said, " I~ it about myself? Oh then
none, none; and I hope you have none." Mr. A-,- replied that he had nonewhatever; but he wished to hear it from his own mouth: and then asked, Was
he able to trust the Lord not only for himself, but for those he was leaving?
he said in reply, "Yes, yes, fully." Mr. A--,said, "Jesus is with you now;
by and by you will be. with Jesus." He smiled and said, "Yes; .but'sometimes
the by and by seems a long way off." On Mr. A-- taking leave he said, "It
is so pleasant to hear the reiteration that my warrant to salvation is secure-all
right, without a flaw in it. But how could there be a flaw in 'it? It is the
work of the omniscient God. It would not be pleasant to find a flaw, now at
the twelfth hour." More than once, w~en speaking of the enormity of his sins,
and the free electing love of God, he would conctude with, " Tell all tl:fi! world
that I am saved, so the vilest need not despair." Speaking of the change
which the love of Christ had. wro~ght in him, he said, "How wonderfully it
expands our-affections; 1 feel that I love the whole world, and would like to
,
bring everyone to the Saviour I have found." ..
On asking why he was still left? it was answered, "What we know not
now, we shall know hereafter; and then shall we learn the deep meaning of the
things that have been:" when he replied, " Yes, yes, His own time is best, not
one minute sooner." At another time, remarking the restlessness and weari.
ness of his poor bones, Mal. iii. 3 was repeated; and frequently after' he said,
" This fire is lasting a long time, purging out the dross." With a look of joy
and. triumph ·he once exclaimed, " Has He not done for my ambition? Has He
not fully satisfied it? A crown of glory, an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away." The hymn "My rest is in heaven" was
being repeated to him; at the second line he asked, " Do you think I tremble?
I have no more fear than an infant'has of being laid on the fire~perhaps I ought
to fear." It was answered, " How could yon fear with such a guide; besides, you
are expressly told not to fear:" and Isa. xli. 10; John xiv. 27; and Heb. xiii.
5, were repeated: such a smile-lighted up his conntenance as ,none present can
ever forget, while he exclaimep, " Oh, I never thought of it in that light! how
could I fear?" He never wearied of hearing the word of God or his few
favourite hymns; and felt ;luch a real enjoyment in prayer: and before the
morning dawn he would say, "Is it too early to call John, that we may have
prayer, it so refreshes me after the night?" Speaking of his sister K-- having
come to town to attend him, he would say, "She is an invaluable treasure, a
,perfect nurse; I did not think I could have had the comfort and blessing of
having her with me. How wonderfully the Lord has supplied all my wants,
spiritual and temporaL" On Tuesday he begged his brother' would not leave
him, but remain 'to see the last of him. During his three last days, in which we
and he thought repeatedly that, as he said, the time was come, he would look
round and say, " I am so glad to see you all there." Once when we thought
him almost insensible, he said, "No room for a doubt, John." Again, when John
paused, after repeating some portions of the word of God, "Go on, ~y dear
fellow." Again," What an awful scene must a death-bed be without the light
of the gospel!" Looking to his two sisters and only brother,- he said, "You
will soon be only a .trio; but how happy we shall be when we shall meet,.a
whole family in heaven, as'l am sure we shalL" He then spoke of the pleasure
of meeting those of the family who were gone before him. On the 15th he told
K-'- not to leave his room again that night. About half~past ten o'clock the
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weakness which had been so frequent and so like death the three preceding days,
returned. "All were' watching him. until about half-past one, when he again
seemed' to rally. K-- said, " I think you have gotten over this turn." He
answered, "Yes, dearest, better; I think now if you turn me on my side I shall
go to sleep." Just when turned he said, "It is not I that speak to you now,
but the Spirit of God which speaketh through me-the vine and the branch."
His wife immediately read John xv.; and stopping to make some remark, he said,
" Ah, dearest, why these interruptions? go on." He repeated each word distinctly
atter her in his natural voice, till he came to the verse, "Greater love hath no
man than this;" at which he raised his finger, sayillg, "That is it." These
were his last words; and in less than five' minutes his captive soul was free
without a struggle or a sigh. On the 11th 'his friends committed the remains of
the dear departed one to the grave, in the sure and certain hope of his resurrec·
tion to eternal life.
>

HEBREW RENDERINGS ·OF SCRIPTURE.
./

THERE is scarcely a word in the Hebrew language which is not expressive of a
meaning far beyond what our translators have conveyed; and although we should
be thankful for a translation so correct and honest, yet those who are acquainted
with the original delight to dive into its hidden treasures. The Spirit of God
can alone teach aright, and we are dependent upon Him for blessing and profit;
but there is a height of grandeur, a depth of knowledge, and a breadth of instruction in the Hebrew language, which amply repay the few difficulties attending its acquirement-.
Let us look at a few words: seas, or waters, waves, billows, storm, and tempest,
words which, as believers, we have all more or less to do with, and still sh.all
have, until we reach our desired haven. In Hebrew poetry these words generally represent the unrest to which we are subject in our passage over the ocean
of life. The Hebrew word for seas Qr waters is derived from an obsolete root,'
to make a noise, rage, roar, as the billows of t}:te ocean, so called from its tumultuous motion. "He sent from above," said David; "He drew me out of many
(or great) waters" (2 Sam. xxii. 17). " When thou passest through the waters
,I will be with thee," is the Lord's promise to His Church" "(Isa. xliii. 2).
" Waters flowed over my head; I am cut oft}' said Jeremiah (Lam. iii. 54).
Billows, in the original, is breakers, which break upon the shore, derived from
the root to break in pieces; and waves from the rolling or welling up of the
waters. "All thy, waves 'and thy billows are gone over me" (Psalm xlii. 7). 'In
the 55th Psalm we have windy storm, which might Qe rendered sweeping tempest,
or, according to·Parkhurst (our spiritual lexicographer), a moving or rushing
along, or a wind rushing forward. Such was the windy storm and tempest from
which David hastened to escape: tempest, a viole,nt, turbulent wind, or whirl.
wind-the same word as that occurring in 2 Kings ii. 1, and Zech. vii. 14.
But let us turn now to a few other words in Scripture, which COlne in upon
us " like. sunshine after rain;" and, first, rest-that one syllable of such a sweet
sound to our restless sou1s. There are various words in Hebrew which express
rest, as we have it in our translation; the following are a few :-The first time
the word appears is in Gen. ii. 1: l'1:l'V, God resting from His work-ceasing
froin labour. rfhe same word is spoken of a country when lying uncultivated
(Lev. xxvi. 34).
Then we have i!1~, to lie down quietly and haV£~ repose-:-th,e J;est Which clQb
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longed for, and expressed by the same root. And it again occurs with much
meaning in Gen. viii. 21 : "And the Lord smelled a sweet savour of rest or
repose." ,
11'\1) is to lean or rest upon persons or things (props we all cling to); as Israel.
going down into Egypt, and staying or, resting on horses (Isa. xxxi. 1); but
"Thou wilt keep him in peace, peace, whose ·mind is stayed on Thee" (Isa.
xxvi. 3).
1l:lC has much the same meaning as the preceding root, with the addition of
support and refreshment: Cant. ii. 5, " stay me with flagons," &c.
.
rm1, to rest, cease, or stand still: "Sun, stand thou still," &c. (Josh. x. 12).
To submit quietly to J ehovah: Psalm lxii. 1, " My sonl is silent, or rests upon
God." Then we have comfort; which, when spoken of God, conveys in the
original the idea of mercy or relief, and of man, sympathy. But, as if the-Spirit
of God would represent something even stronger than relief or sympathy, more
composing and soothing, it is said, in the touching simplicity of Hebrew, speak to
the heart. Thus, in Ruth ii. 13, we have the acknowledgment of that young
Moabitess to Boaz, after he had said to her, "A full reward be given thee of
the Lord God of Israel, under whose banner thou art come to trust," that ",He
had spoken to her heart." Again, in 2 Sam. xix. 7, when the people of Israel
were ashamed, and afraid, and faint-hearted, because they had been led away
by Absalom's rebellion, David is advised to "go forth and speak to their
hearts." And when Sennacherib came against Judah (2 Chron. xxxii. 6), and
the people trembled at his approach, Hezekiah speaks to their hearts, and says,
" Be not afraid nor dismayed, &c., for there be more with us than with him."
"Speak to the heart of Jerusalem," said the Lord to His prophet (Isa. xl. 1).
They were precious words he was commanded to speak. Oh, beloved Christian
reader, cannot you say there is no speaking like speaking to the heart? These
weak, tried, tempted, frai), fainting hearts of ours-hearts that often tremble, and
are moved " ai!. the trees of the wood are moved by the wind" (and how do they
move and flutter when the wind passes over them 7); "all the",-trees of the
forest, from the cedar· tree that is in Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that
springeth out of the wall." But our J ehovah·Jesus, who once walked upon the
waters, can alone say to the wind, " Peace; be still ;" and there shall be a great
H.
calm.

SOWING IN TEARS AND REAPING IN JOY.
~,

And Ismel said, It is enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see
him before I die.-GEN. xlv. 28.

IN reading this particular part of Israel's history, I have ·often thought how
much precions gospel is contained therein, and doubt not that many of God's
dear people will fully bear me out in this who are themselves no strangers to
trial and deliverance. There is a set time to favour Zion, and that time can
neither be hurried on nor kept back by the creature. When the Lord's time
has arrived, and He is about to effect blessed deliverance for a poor sinner, He
does not find that sinner in a willing, pliant condition. No, no; quite the
reverse of that; they, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke, will, Ephraim··
like, oftentimes kick and plunge under it exceedingly! bnt the Lord has His own
way of subdning the will. "His people shall become a willing people in the
day of His power ;" He will be sure to bring them over at last, so as most thankfully to accept that very deliverance which had been eternally ordained for them,
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and which they from everlasting were appointed to obtain. Now, with regard
to Jacob, the Lord had mercifully designed to indulge him with a sight of his
dear and long-lamented Joseph, and also ordained tbat Joseph should put his
hand on his father's eyes-that is, close them in death. And oh, how much of
tender kindness is here manifested in the .Lord's communicating this to the dear
old saint,. by which he had the soothing satisfaction that he should breathe his last,
as every believer certainly will do, in the immediate presence of his" Joseph."
But the means used for bringing about that purpose were anything but pleasing to
poor Jacob. The famine raged in Canaan-y.ea, it was "sore in the land," so
that he was compelled to send his sons to Egypt for corn, there being no alternative between that and perishing. The Lord?s people are often brought into
great straits-circumstances of peculiar trial; and they are as surely brought
out of them. Such was the case with Esther, when she said, " And so will I go in
unto the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish." Her
case, we see, was desperate, yet not singular. We may also notice the case of
those poor leprous men so affectingly described in the Book of Kings. There
we read that a great famine was in Samaria, and that city was at the time
besieged by the Syrians, "And there were four leprous men at the entering in
of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die? If we
say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and w.e shall die
there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall
unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they
kill us, we sball but die." (2 Kings vii. 3,4). Tbeir case was indeed a desperate
one. It was certain death to remain where .they were, but ill. falling unto the
110st of the Syrians there was just the" who can tell P" and that was all. .. If
they save us alive, we shall live ; and if they kill us, we shall but die." Here
was a case of-dire necessity; and so with poor Jacoh, when necessitated to send
a second time to Egypt, Simeon being already detained there. Could he possibly have avoided parting with his Benjamin, he would certainly have done so ;
he evidently tried hard, but to no purpose. Benjamin must also go to Egypt,
or no further sUfport was to be expected from that quarter; so that the distressed
parent was compelled to let his dear child go, saying, .. If it must be EO j" b~t
oh, "If I am bereaved of ,my children, I am bereaved." Poor dear old man!
one can scarcely refrain from dropping the tear at this part of thy touching
history; but bow little didst thou tLen think wbat blessings were in store for
thee, and just ready to burst upon thy sorrowful head. I do believe that many
a dear exercised child of God knows something of that spot where, like Manoah
and his wife, they cQuld only" look on while the angel did wonderously." They
have found, and the whole Israel of God will ever find, that the moment of extremity is God's opportunity for manifesting" surprising grace."
,

.

" Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so-much dread
Are bi~ with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head,."

The dear old patriarch proved this to his heart's content: "Joseph is alive."
The' news, on first reaching his ear, seemed, as he thought, too good to be true;
but" when he saw the wagons, his- spirit revived;" then he could say. 'I It is
enough; Joseph my son is yet alive: I will go and see. him before I die."
And now, reader, do observe here particularly that there no longer needed, in
this case, a propelling power; that could be well enough dispensed with, the
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dear old man being' now brought sensibly under the influence of a sweet drawing
power, as "with cords of a man with bands of love." "Draw me," says th~
sponse, in the Song of Solomon i. 4, "Draw me, we will run after thee;" so
that' she is evidently made sensible of her own weakness and inability to move
until endued with power from on high; and tLis, by the way, is a great point to
be brought to, and is wholly the effect of divine teaching. The discipline is sometimes painful, but always safe, and the remIt is blessed; but, according to the
idea of some people, we neither require dri'ving nor drawing; the creat.!1re, say
they, is possessed of a native power, and that it is entirely left to his own free
will as to whether or not he chooses to exert it. So they tell us ; but we are not
,
obliged to believe it.
But to return to Jacob's history, which :;Lt this part especially is in my view
remarkably interesting: I mean as regards his willingness to go down to Egypt.
The heart and affections are already there, and there he longed to be i.n person,
so that he might feast his eyes upon his dear Joseph. And now, I doubt
not, he could weep to the praise of the mercy found, and that spot is a sweet
one. And vie may here remark, fu~ther, that all that was once formidable in
the matter of going down into Egypt had been entirely removed by the Lord
Himself, who had so graciously bidden His servant "Fear not ;" and, as no
prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpretation, those comforting
words are equally applicable to all the Israel of God in their journeying down
to the Egypt ot the grave, even to the end of time.
.
Just one thought more~n conclusion. We have already noticed that the
famine was sore in the land of Canaan ; but what if that land had been suddenly
inupdated with all the good things-such as corn and wine, milk and honeywhat would all that have done ill diverting the aged parent from that fixedness of
purpose in going down to Egypt, there to behold his dearly-beloved Joseph ?
Depend upon it, that eI;ldeared name was uppermost in the overcharged heart of
the dear old saint; and so with the Lord's regenerated family. Christ becomes
the one object of desire: less will not suffice-more they cannot have; for in possessing Him, they possess all things; "in grasping ;fEm, they richly grasp the
whole ;" and so these" Jacobs " before they die are indu,lged with a faith's view
of their" spiritual Joseph as the king in his beauty, and of the land that is very
far off;" yea, they get a taste of " Eshcol's grapes," as the first ripe fruits previous to passing over Jordan; and that spoils their relish for meaner things,
gives a distaste for worldly pursuits. They often long to be at home in their
Father's house above, saying with the Psalmist, " Oh that I had wings like a
dove I for then would I flyaway, and be at rest." And thus, " ere the silver
cord be loosed " for their final departure from this vale of tears,
"They leave the world's deceitful shore,
. And leave it to return no more ;"
for though still in the world, they are not of it. " Happy art thou, 0 Israel;
who is like unto thee, 0 peop!e saved by the Lord?" Yet a little while, and j
" Soon shall ye hear Him say,
'Ye blessed children, come !'
Soon will He call you hence away;
To take His wanderers home."
Fletching.
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THE IVY ON THE WALL.
ONE of the walls of an outhouse was covered with ivy, which had grown luxuriantly for a number qf years. An aperture had been made by taking out a brick
for the purpose of ventilation, when in process of time a young shoot forced its
way through into the inside of the building, and grew very rapidly. It so
happened the inner side of the wall was whitewashed with lime, and though the'
new branch continued to lengthen out, putting forth vigorous leaves, and fooking
in every respect healthy, it most pertinaceously refused to adhere to the wall
for support: " Well," thought I, '_' what can be the reason this shoot does not
lay hold of the wall now it has grown such a length? Perhaps it is not
furnished with the usual apparatus for so doing." But, on looking a little
closer, I found it supplied with the llands or feelers by which it clings to anything. " Oh," thought I, resuming my cogitations, "it appears it will have
nothing to do with so foreign a substance as whitewash. Why, then, did it come
in here 1"
,And so the ivy shoot persevered in stretching itself out, carefully avoiding
touching the whitewash, until a rude band, finding it in the way, turned it back
through the hole by which it had entered. Nevertheless I had learned my
lesson, and was content.
The ivy clinging to the wall I compared to the Church of God laying hold by
faith on Christ-the young shoot being an individual member thereof, firmly
fixed to the root of the parent stem, wbich held by the wall, yet sometimes
disposed to wander, seeking new paths for itself, straying away, "seeking rest
but finding none," not daring to join affinity with the whitewashed daubs of this
world, yet utterly incapable of turning itself back to the place from whence it
had wandered" What would become of the poor soul were not a hand stretched
forth to bring it back again, and. reclaim the backsliding one? Although occa- sionally the method used seems rude and harsh, yet is it at the same time
absolutely necessary.
" Weary wuls that wander wide
From the central point of bliss,
Turn to Jesus crucified,
Fly to those dear wounds of His."
May tIle Holy Spirit who teacheth to profit keep our wandering feet in the
narrow path, enable us to hold on by faith to the wall, our place of defence, onr
rock, our high tower, and prevent us from fixing our affections on anything
short of Jesus, and Him only; then shall we bear fruit to His glory. "Joseph
is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well, whose branches run over ,the
wall. The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated hIm:
but his bow abode in strength, aud the arms of his hands were made strong by
the hands of the might} God·of Jacob."
.
Manchester.
A LITTLE ONE.

While all the rigbteousness of all the moralists and Pharisees in the world,
if imputed to one man, could not hinder him from being repulsed at the b.ar of
God; so, all the sins, be they ever so numerous, which he may have c_ommltted,
cannot condemn him, if he be found clothed in the Redeemer's righteousness.Rev. W. BOr?'ows.
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BROKEN QISTERNS.
JER.

ii. 13.

THE scorching sun was flaming high,
The sultry air was hot and dry;
'file foot-sore pilgrim, faint wlth pain,
The long-sought cistern toiled to gain.

The traitor stream, that seemed so nigh,
Faded before his raptured eyeVanished, and melted into air,
And left the man in mute despair!

The flaming sun grew hotter still,
And hotter still each sandy hill ;
No j1licy stem or 'blade of green
Bedecks the waste and barren scene.

There, in the light and glare of day,
The hollow vision passed away, .
Like mockin~ dream in stilly night,
That yields the felon brief delight.

No moisture in the burning air;
No cloud to tone the blindlOg gare ;
No shrub, scant rock, or waving palm,
No gentle breeze or dewy balm.

And yet with certainty he knows
That close at hand the river Hows,
Whose friendly waves, with lavish store,
Have saved a thousand lives before.

But all around, above, below,
One fiercely smiting, fiery glow;
While sands, inflamed to furnace heat,
Torment and scorch his blistered feet.

The flaming sun grew hotter still,
And hotter yet each sandy hill ;
But in the all-but-hopeless strife
He battled br~vely still for life.

With outstretched arms and straining
eyes,
At length he ~rasps the welcome prize:
The empty vault of fractured stone
But echoes back his stifled moan.

At length he nears the shelving bank
Where former pilgrims often drank,
And, standing on t·he sandy slope,
Has reached the goal of all his hope!

The hollow cistern's shattered side
Has freed the truant liquid tide;
It's splintered marble lioor retains
No remnant of tbe hoarded rains.

The channel mocked his maddened gaze,
Reflecting back the scorching rays;
•
And where the vanished waters flowed,
The surface like a furnace glowed.

The flamin~ sun, with mocking blaze,
Pours on his head its hottest rays;
And, mad with raging thirst and pain,
He turns to urge his quest again.

N 0 drop~no drop-no moistened stone,
No j nicy blade its borders own;
Its brink; its slopes, its barren bed,
Are hot and dry-his hopes are dead!

Rousing bis heart to struggle still
To reach the stream o'er yonder hill,
He faintly fans hope's dying flame,
And pushes on with stedfast aim.

Too faint to lift his hands on high,
Too weak to raise the feeblest cry,
Too spent to close his glazing eye,
He sank in horror down to die!

With failing strength and halting feet,
He wrestles bravely with the heat;
His stiffening joints refuse to bend- .
When will his weary journey end?

The sun its torrid fury shed,
And smote his low, unsheltered head,
Drove his hot blood to fever heat.,
And burnt and scathed his fleshless feet.

He tops at length that distant hill,
And blissful scenes the prospect fill ;
Soft rolling waves of sun-lit stream
Through verdant banks of willow gleam.

No loving eye of friend is near,
To wet his lips with dropping tear;
No gentle hand of love to spread
~ool shelter o'er the fevered head;

Oh, joy! beneath that flowing wave
His fevered frame to cool and lave;
With freshened limbs to plunge and glide,
And amply quaff [hat crystal tide.

No tongue of kith or kin to claim
Tbe loved, though worn and wasted frame;
No arm to dig the shallow grave,
From vulture's eye the corpse to save.
EE
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Alone, amidst that desert waste,
The cup of death his soul must tasteIts last and deadly dregs must drain,
And all its worst assaults sustain.
No whispered words of promise c_heer
His sinking soul and dying ear;
No saintly lips his spirit calm
. With hallowed prayer or murmured psalm.
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, The pilgrim stretched his wasted arm,
And dipping deep his fevered palm,
He drank, and drank, and drank again,
To cool each hot and throbbing vein.
Oh bliss! beneath that flowing wave,
His weary frame to cool and lave,
With freshened limbs to plunge and glide,
And amply quaff that crystal tide.

Alone, beneath that brazen sky;
Alone, the hot sun flaming high;
Alone !-around, above, below,
Earth, air, and ~ky, one furnace glow.

With zeal he plunged, and plunged again,
Till health restored his reeling brain,
New li(e through all his.members flowed,
And every nerve with vigour glowed.

And ringing through his dyin~ soul, While death-waves o'er his spirit roll,
The words of conscience sharply tell
The guilty trust by which he fell.

'Twas thus my foolish heart in vain
Hewed out with endless toil and pain
I ts worthless wells of fading mirl h,
And dug its cisterns in the earth, .

" Too late, too'late I now bewail
My trust in waters that could fail.
o fool! my all, my life to stake
On cisterns time and chance could break!

And sough.t for years, with empty soul,
Of earthly bliss the distant goal,
And fondly hoped with wordly toys
To quench its thirst for perfect joys.

"Too ~ate, too late I now deplore
My need of what I scorned before;
The brimming fount from which I turned,
The living stream I rashly spurned."

Though oft my sickened spirit ached,
My all I risked, my soul I staked,
And madly strove my thirst to slake
From cisterns time and chance could break.

A still, small voice, as music clear,
Falls dew-like on his dying ear:
"Why, sinner, thus despairing sink?
Come, come to me, an<!Jreely drink! "

I garnered up my love in friend,
And thought my joy would never end;
I clung to children, home, and wife,
And thought the bliss would last for life.

The thirsty pilgrim-lifts on high;
With rapt surprise, his dying eye,
And, filled with feelings deep and strange,
Beholds a vast and wondrous change.

I made of books an ample store,
' And revelled deep -in learned lore;
Tasted'the sweets its streams supply,
And drank the joys that wealth can huy:

A lofty-Rock its welcome shade
And nobly ample breadth displayed,
From sun and blinding glare to shield,
And cool and friendly shelter yield.

Wisrly and kindly God awoke,
My dreaming soul with stroke on stroke;
Scattered and spoiled my treasured hoards,
And rudely swept away my gourds.

Fresh, balmy air; and pastures green,
With life aud beauty crowd the scene,
While gentle notes of softest sound
Breathe hope and lasting peace around;

Failing to find in aught of these,
Fulness of joy or lasting ease;
Or forced from each in turn to part,
With bitter soul and aching heart.

While, gushing from the craggy mount,
Through riven cleft, a crystal fount, Like Hagar's well, at hand to save,
Rolled forth its coo.l, transparent wave.

My yearning spirit still untaught,
Its empty vessel madly soughtTo fill from self; and vainly tried _
To quench its thirst with haughty pride.

In lavish plenty flowed the stream,
Its purling waters flash and gleam,
While bubbling at his fevered side
It poured its softly-rippling tide.

With penance keen myself I bound,
Like mill horse in a constant round; _
With zeal to toil without repose,
In works that slavish fears impose.

-
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, In vain-no cool refreshing balm,
No settled peace or hallowed calm,
My aching heart's deep want relieved,
Nor grace nor life my soul received.
But worse-the flaming law revealed,
Deep.rooted sores too long concealed;
While vengeful thunders' angry roll,
Struck terror to my guilty soul.

Then spread before my longine; eyes
The welcome manna of the skIes,
And plunged me in the cleansin~ tide
That ever leaves His wounded SIde.
1'he hand that gives I kiss and bless,
The hand that takes I bless no less;
'Tis love that weans from earth the soul,
That- God may come and fill the whole.

.
I saw with dread and bhnk dismay,
My cherished hopes all fade away;
My bright and glowi.ng prospects pale,
- And all my earthly cisterns fail.

Eis love our hollow hopes dispels,
And drains and empties out our wells,
Dries up the'source of earthly streams,
And spoils the pride of Babel schemes.

.Yes, all had failed-in black despair,
Beneath the hot sun's furnace glare;
Mid ruined cisterns, shattered, dry,
Hopeless I laid me down to die.

Oh, truest love, to sweep away
The fading pleasures of a day,
To crowd the scene and fill their place,
With rich and lasting feasts of grace.

Like Eden's .fragrance drawing near,
And breathing in my failing ear,
A still small voice of tender love
Urged me t() lift my gaze above.

Oh, wondrous act of boundless grace,
That met my sad and hopeless case,
Bade me arise from ruin's brink,
And streams of living water drink.

" See, sinner, in the flowing tide,
That ever leaves my riven side,
A fountain thou may'st freely take,
Thy burning thirst to quench and slake;

Thrice happy he whose aching soul
No earthly halm could render wholeThe great Physician's hand has fed
With healing water, living bread.

/

" A river from the throne on high, No scorching sun can ever dry,
Whose living waters ever :flow,
A perfect cure for sin and woe."

More happy still who early spurns,
)!]arth's failing streams and broken urns;
Forsakes each poisoned fount of sin,
. And seeks eternal bliss to win.

And now I bless the loving care,
That made my soul of earth despair;
That dashed my castles to the earth,
And dried my wells of godless mirth.

Who seeks the wells of earth to drain,
Shall thirst, and thirst, and thirst again;
, Then perish by their shattered side,
Mid ruined hopes and channels dried.

Yes, I can bless the gracious hand,
That found me in a desert land '
Whose failing streams the thirsty mock,
And led me to the smitten Rock,
Tramore Rectory.

While he who heeds the Saviour's voice,
And tries the fount of endless ~oys, _
Eternity can never drain,
Shall never-NEVER THIRST AGAIN.
EDWARD DALTON.

PRAYER ANSWERED.
I WAS praying that God \,Vould bless the reading of His own word, and apply a
sweet promise to my soul. When I came to Gen. viii. 11, my thoughts wan·
dered away to the sweet sense I had of the infinite mercy of God in that verse,
" According to thy mercy remember thou me." It,seemed as one blind might
catch for a moment a glimpse of a far-off country of surpassing beauty; or to
one deaf, melody for a moment leaving the memory alone behind to strengthen
faith. Then I read again vel'. 11, and I felt that promises applied and glimpses
obtained were like olive leaves plucked off and brought to the soul by _the
heavenly dove a token for good. As to Noah, it was an emblem of peace. Oh
reader, try what prayer can do, and you will surely find that there is nothing
prayer cannot do.
E E
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A SERMON BY THE LA.TE MR. ARTHUR TRIGGS.
(Colltinued from page 365.)
to, come to the point, has the Holy Ghost arrested us and apprehende
us? and do we know what it is to be brought to the judgment-seat? If so,
was ever the act of another charged on you there? Oh no, say you, I was constrained to say, " Against Thee, Thee only, have I sinned." Well, then, if you
are a partaker of Christ, and have a knowledge of salvation, mind, there is not
one act of sin charged on thee, it is sin that dwelleth in thee. This is what I
call living in the glorious liberty of the children of God; and the demonstration
of it in the heart will make the poor sinner live happy in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Now, concerning the flesh, that which is born of the f1.esh is flesh; and in my
flesh there dwelleth no good thing. This flesh mllst go down to the graV(~, and
see corruption; and yet it will not alter one grain of its essence, but will -byand·by be raised up in union with Christ at the last day. As we know these
things, we shall also know the distinction there is· between life and death, Christ
and Belial, a believer and an infidel; and we shall also know what the admonition means, " Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you." "And they shall call
them, The holy people." I have seen it translated, "An~ they shall be called
the holy people." Whichever way you read itl alters nothing of the blessedness
of the words ,holy people. Now who called them? The Lord. And Paul,
writing to Timothy, saith, " He called us with an holy calling, not according to
our works;" and in Heb. iii. it is said, " Wherefore, holy brtthren, partakers of
the heavenly calling;" and in Heb. xii. we are told to "follow peace with all
men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord." Then all my
pretension of seeing the Lord, if I have not holiness, is in the flesh, and riseth
no higher. Now there is another thing I would just observe for your meditation, for God's children have always a disposition to look at what they are in
themselves, instead of what the Lord hath said about them'. This thev cannot
contradict. I will refer you to the Old Testament for a proof. 1t was ~ot what
the people were, but' it was 'what God -had purposed. Now th,e sacrifices in
themselves were nothing but corruption, and wen,t back again to their motherearth; but what God had designed by these ordinances pointed to the substance
of that to come; and whatever was deficient in the sacrifice or the ordinance,
there was nothing deficient in God's eternar purpose; and whatever was dedicated to God, answered the end that God had in view for God's glory and the
joy of His people; and whatever was separated for God" God always acknowledged it, for He even called them His people, though they rebelled against
HIm. I pause a moment here, that you may just think over these eternal truths.
And when the Lord opened the subject to Moses, the people had been a considerable time in the wilderness before the typical mediator was manifested.
God said to Moses, "Let me alone, that I may destroy them in a moment."
" No," saith Moses; "What wilt Thou do for Tl)y great name's sake? The
Egyptians will hear Thou hast brought them forth into the wilderness to destroy
them." Then saith Moses, " Pardon, I beseech Thee, their iniquities, according
unto the greatness of Thy mercies." The Lord never disowned them from
being His people. And then the Lord takes up the cause of His people in language so pathetic, and it is quite heart-melting. Oh, saith He, "My people
went down aforetime into Egypt to sojourn." lvly people before they went, and
His people when in the wilderness. "And the Assyrians opptessed them sore.
BUT,
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Now; therefore, what have I here, saith the Lord, that my people is taken away
for nought? They that rule over them make them to howl, saith the Lord;
and my name continually every day is blasphemed." Why saith the Lord,
." My people shall know my name: therefore they 8hall know in that day that I
am He that cloth speak; behold, it is I !" It is my people. Whatever trial or
captivity they were in, God always acli:nowledged His visible Church; and there
was nothing coul.d uncburch that visible Church until God's purpose was accomplished in the destruction of Jerusalem; and even up to its des~ruction the Lord
called it the city of the Lord, but never afterwards. The first time we find the
word" holy" is in reference to the Church of God; and it is recorded in the 19th
cbapter of ,Exonus, that they were to be an holy nation. And there is something so sweet in what the Lord saith about them. by Moses, "And I carried
you on -eagle's wings, and brought you unto myself." And this clearly demonstrates to you that the Lord is always beforehand, waiting to be gracious. I
brought you to myself. You may carry this through all your wilderness dispensations. Whatever your ~ercises, trials, and troubles may be, it will come to
this: I brought Thee, saith God, to myself. This was said wben there was not
an Israelite left in Egypt; and when you and I go down into the Egypt of death
and the grave, He will change our vile body, and it will be raised up together
with Him, and presented 'I faultless before the presence of His glory with
exceeding joy," with" Here am I, and the children Thou hast given me." .
We will now go into the gospel of Deuteronomy, and we find that Moses gave
the children of Israel many shalJllectures, and he never shrunk from. telling them
ot their evil ways and acts. Moses was no hypocrite, nor did he ever attempt
to cover their guilt; but he always' went to the Lord about them; and that is
what I want you to do one with a;nother, that, if you see a fault in a child of
God, see if you have not a greater fault in YOl1rself; then. carny both to the
Lord. That is the way to deal one with another. Moses, in Dent. vii. 6, saith,
" For thou art an holy people unto the Lord thy God." Yet everyone was as
sinful as we are in ourselves; but you never read that one of the Israelites ever
attempted to contradict Moses. And also, " The Lord thy God hath chosen thee
to be a special people unto Himself, above all people that are upon the face of
the earth." Then he proceeds, in the fulness of the mercy, " The Lord did not
set His love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more in number than
any people, for ye were the fewest of all people." What was it for? "But because
the Lord loved you, and because He would keep the oath which He had sworn
unto your fatherll." Let the children of God in their leisure' moments ponder
over this glorious truth. "Thou art "-not may, shall, nor will-but" Tho'l,
art an holy people unto the Lord thy God." Now, beloved, take notice of an·
other thing. What was it that made them God's holy people? Was it what
they did? or was it what God did for tbem ? Oh, say you, certainly it must
be God's act. Then it was not even tbeir believing that made them God's
people, but it was God's eternal choice of them. Now if we are led to receive
God's testimony in its simplicity, we shall have a right understanding of the full'
importance of our text, " They shall call them, The holy people." Let me
make another remark here on this glorious mercy. Did their continuance in the
wilderness make them more God's people than they were at the first when God
separated them·? No. Then dwell on God's acts; think and meditate upon
what the Lord thy God bath done to you, and for you, and in you; and then
remember, what God doeth standeth for ever. As the Holy Ghost is graciously
pleased to demonstrate these truths in our hearts, we shall know where our
eternal abode is, and that the word of God shall- stal,ld for ever._ We will now
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look at· a dear verse which has just come to mind-what was said by Samuel in
1 Sam. xii. Samuel had been telling the Israelites what l,hey had done in
choosing a king; and yet we see the sovereignty of the Lord running through
the whole: Qut it did not exculpate them in their rejection of 'the Lord to be
their king; and the Lord gave them a testimony to confirm the word of Samuel,
for He sent thunder and rain in harvest, which was an unusual thing in the laud
of Judea ; and it appears it raised up apprehensions in their minds that God had
turned to be their enemy, and He was about to cast them off. But listen to that
consoling voice, and hear that unalterable testimony; and may God sweetly
drop it into your hearts: "Jehovah will not forsake His people, for His great
name's sake: because it hath pleased -the Lord to make you His people." Here
we discover the divine certainty of God's choice; and saith Ezekiel, ". Be it
known unto you, 0 house of Israel, I do not this f~r your sakes, but for mme
holy name's sake." And, if you look into that memorable part of God's wOJ:d,
Psalm xxv., David saith to the Lord, "For Thy name's sake, 0 Lord, pardon
mine iniquity, for it is great."
I would add another remark here; that is, we cannot find much personal
holiness in the Israelites in the wilderness; they, however, performed some
things pleasing to the Lord: that was when they confessed Him- to be all
ana in all; but it was not very frequently. Then how was it they were holy unto
the Lord, whilst they were all unholiness 'in themselves? Because the Lord
was their Holy One. He had chosen them to be His people; so that they lost
the identity of children in union to Adam, and had super-created holiness in
the Creator, God-the eternal holiness of the Church of God. In Numbers xvi.,
the Lord hath left on record these things, that we should take notice of them.
There were a great many Levites, and they all w.anted the priest's- office. They
had theiI censers, and they burnt incense before the Lord. Two hundred and
fifty of them rose up against Aaron; and they began to pleaq their holiness, and
to· despise the holiness of God. Then Moses spoke to them by command of the
Lord, and said, " Be thou and all thy company before the Lord to-morrow;" the
secret always comes out on the morrow; "and," saith he, "then it shall be
decided, and then it shall be shown unto you who are holy and who are not."
Who is to make the decision? God Himself; and not one grain of their fleshly
pretences to holiness could .alter the holiness of God's priests. .What was the
consequence? Whilst you hear one pleading their personal holiness, you never
hear the others saying a word about it. Those that claimed holiness to themselves, " the earth opened her- mouth and swallowed them all up alive;" and
those that stood in the holiness of another, had a rod to every tribe that
budded; but Aaron's blossomed and bore fruit. This was to lead up the mind
of. the Israelites in the contemplation of the blessedness of being God's Church'. standing in the holiness of Him who is the holiness of Israel. Then fire came
down from the Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that, offered
incense; but, saith the Lord, "Speak to Eleazer, that he take up the censers,
out of the burning." , I would not attempt any explanation of this, but how it
strikes at all religion and profession without Christ. These censers were made
into broad plates; they were hallowed unto the Lord, and they were to be for a
covering for the altar, and were to be a memorial unto the children of Israel.
Then, I say, what a mercy to turn away from these things; to behold our High
Priest entered for us, who is censer, altar, incense, sacrifice, burnt-offering, and
atonement: and He is on the throne as our great High Priest, and lives in the
presence of God to make intercession for us. How blessed to ·be living witnesses
.
of these glorious truths!
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A word or two more before I stop. Now holiness is antithesis to unholiness;
holiness is opposite to impurity; holiness is opposi,te to sin; holiness is opposite
to corruption; holiness is more than a match for the devil. Now Adam, as a
creature, could not withstand Satan; and therefore sin made an inroad on him,
and down he went into sin, death, and corruption: but sin, death, filthiness,
impurity, corruption, devilism, lust, and all manner of abomination, become most
obnoxious to God's children. I find I must now stop, and have not got through
the first clause of the text;' but, if the Lord keep it on the mind, we will proceed further with it when next we meet. May the' Lord open the subject to
our hearts, and show from 'God's testimony, by the demonstration of the Spirit,
'
that we are holy in Christ Jesus. Ame!!.

FAITHFUL PREACHING.

-'--

" But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the
Greeks foolishness; but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ t~e power of God, and the wisdom of God."-l Cor. i. 23, 24.

No preaching can be considered faithful that has not Christ for its substance;
for as He is the Author of the salvation provided for His people, so He is also
the means by which they are brought to a knowledge of it. "lle is the way,
the truth, and the life." Believers are saved in Him before the foundation of
the world; they are made new creatures in Him in this time-state, and "in the
dispensation of the flllness of time," they will be .gathered together in Christ,
" even in Him" (Eph. i. 10).
A minister might make himself popular with numbers in his congregation by
filling his sermons with learned and fanciful dissertations; for as it was in St.
Paul's dlly doubtless it is now, " The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek
after wisdom;" but he who feels the value of a precious Christ is desirous Qf
exalting Him upon all occasions, and "showing forth His praises who hath
called him out of darkness into His marvetlous light." His heart being impressed with the Lord's beauty, suitability, aud all-sufficiency, he is ready to
exclaim with David (Psalm xlv., "My heart is inditing a good mattei', I speak
of the things which I have made touching the King: my tongue is the pen of a
ready writer." In the 17th verse of this psalm we see J ehovah's promise to
His Son: "I will make Thy name to be remembered in all generations; therefore shall the peJple praise Thee for ever and ever."
If we study the Acts of the Apostles, we shall find that" Christ" formed the
subject of their preaching-see Actsii. 22-36; again chap. V:., verse 42,
" fhey ceased not to teach and preach' Jesus Christ;'" again, chap. viii., verse
35, " Philip began at the same scripture~ and preached unto him Jesus;" also
chap. xxviii., verse 3L
The preaching of the cross is foolishness to them that perish, whether they be
Jews or Greeks; for to men in their natural state" there is no beauty in Christ
that they should desire Him." The doctrines of God's sovereign and distinguishing grace, which make Jesus all in all, and place man in the dust, only
excite their enmity and opposition, but" unto them which are called, both Jews
and Greeks" (that is, the w,hole elect of God, whether ,among the Jews or
Gentiles), Jesus is beheld" as Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God,"
as the Lamb of God, and as " God the Lamb."
Believers know that Christ is the power of God, inasmuch as in them has
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been exhibited its effects, because" they believe according to the working of
His mighty power," and" His gospel is the power of God unto salvation to
everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile." And
when their eyes are opened to see that all their own fancied wisdom is utter
foolishness, and they are content to " become fools that they may be wise,'" then
Christ is made unto them" wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, land redemption," and they learn that in Him are "hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge." How sweet the name of Jesus must have been to the apostle
Paul! for in the first verses of this chapter" the Lord Jesus Christ" is men~ioned in 'nearly every verse; and how entirely and delightfully can we, that
are fellow-heirs with the apostle, enter into and enjoy the blessed teaching set
forth in the whole chapter. 'Ne learn from verses 26-29 that" we that are
called" are so because chosen of God; for it is writte'n, " Of GOD are we in
Christ Jesus" (as the late Rev. Thomas Hare used to remind his hearers),
therefore we delight to place the crown upon the right head, and "glory in the
Lord," to whom" salvation uelongeth." We learn from Galatians iii. 16, that
"To Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not"And to
seeds, as of many; but as of one', And to thy seed, which is Christ." Now
believers are called" children of promise" (Gal. iv. 28), therefore they must
have been given" by promise" to Christ before the foundation of the world, and
will be manifested as His in time; as the Lord said, i" All that the Father,
'giveth UJe shall come to me, and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast
out" (see-also John xvii. 2,6,9,24). The Lord's promise to His people is,
" Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low;
the crooked shall he made straight, and the rough places plain" (Isa. xl. 3) ;
and" take up the stumbling-block out of the way of my people" (Isa. lvii. ]:4) ;
and" Prepare ye the way of the people; cast up, cast up the highway; gather
out the stones; lift up a standard for t,he people " (Isa. lxii. 10). We know
from these thingfJ that" the promise is sure to all the seed;" for it is written,
" whom He did predestinate, them He also called;" and "the gifts and calling
of God are without repentance," for" God is not a man that He should repent."
Those that are anxious to know if they have indeed been" called of God," may
learn from our text--for "unto them which are called," Christ is revealed as
"the power of God, and the wisdom of God." It is the work of God tbe
Holy Ghost to reveal the Lord Jesus Christ, in His all-sufficiency, to the
" spiritual eyesight of the believer. The Lord said, " He shall not speak 'of Himfelf," Lut " He shall testify of me;" and we learn from 1 John v. 6, " It is the
Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth ;" and again (1 John ii. 27);'
" The anointing which ye have received of Him abideth in you; and ye need
not that any man teach you; but as the same anointing'teacheth you of all
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide
in Him."
May it please the Lord to grant, both to the reader and writer of this, " that
we may be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ
may dwell in our hearts by faith," and that He may be "in us the hope of
glory;" and may He enable us to praise and magnify His sovereign grace, ,by
which alone it is that Jesus is so far from_being to us " a stone of stumbling, and
rock of offence" that we rejoice in H irri as " a foundation stone, a t1'ied stone," a
precious corner stone, a sure foundation" (Isa. xxviii. 16). '
" He that believeth shall neither make haste, nor be confounded, world without end. Amen."
Forest Gate.
W. W. J.

"
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WHAT DO YOU TEACH?
A HINT TO SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS.

A MOST important question, truly; bringing powerfully to one's mind the injunction placed on record by Him who" spake as never man spake" ( 1 John vii. 46) :
and applicable to all learners in.His school, who is the Great Teacher of all real
religion. " Take heed," saith He, " what you hear, and how you hear" (Mark iv.
24; Luke viii. 18). "Take heed that no man deceive you" (Matt. xxiv.4J;
and we are elsewhere assured that if the trumpet gives an uncertain sound, a
man cannot prepare himself for the battle (1 Cor. xiv. 8). A battle then has to
be fought, and woe be to them who are not prepared by having the shield of
faith, which alone can enable them to look unto and fight under the banner of
the aptain of our salvation; for it is written, and everyone who can be
deemed" a good soldier" (2 Tim. ii. 3) is made to feel it too, that" we wrestle
110t against flesh aud blood; but against principalities, against .powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places" (Eph. vi. 2): against" the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that
now worketh in the children of disobedience" (Eph. ii. 2). And hence we who really
believe and feel this, are propelled, as it were, by dire necessity, to "take unto
us the whole armour of God, that we may be able to withstand in the evil day;
and having done all to stand" (Eph. vi. 13) : and seeing that there is but one way of
escape from the awful consequences of that evil day, which must come UpOll all
flesh, we feel the need of exhorting our poor fellow sinners, both young and old,
to flee from the wrath to come-to flee the evil and choose the good (Isa. vii. 15);
to be " fullowers of them who. through faith and patience inherit the promises"
(Heb. vi. 12). But the question here naturally interposes itself, not only what
do you teach, but how is this to be taught to the young, with whom we now
have to do? Well, as in building a house no one would think of beginning
anywhere else than at the foundation; so we would begin with Christ the sure
and only foundation of hope for a sinner. Here, however, I am led to pause
under the consideration that although all are sinners, all do not feel themselves
to be so. And here again I am led to ask you, my fellow teachers, What do
you teach? And while it comes to' your turn to speak in reply, I would
endeavour to anticipate your answer, though not in precise words, as being that
which bears testimony to your conviction of the awfully fallen state of IIlJln by
nature, " born in sin and shapen in iniquity" (Psm. li. 5, and lviii. 3); yea, as
soon as they be born they go astray speaking lies, and evidencing that they
" are of their father the devil, who was a liar from the beginning" (John viii.
44), and that consequently (if unrestrained by grace), his works they will do.
And hence, the pupils, or such of them at least as shall be at all able to under.
stand, will be directed to the portrait drawn by the Great Master Painter of the
universe in some such colours or language as, " For from within, out of the
heart of men, proceed evil thoughts," &c. (Mark vii. 21); "The thought of
foolishness is 'sin" (Pnv. xxiv. 9); "The thoughts of the wicked are an
abomination to the Lord" (Pray xv. 8); not omitting the introduction of Him
who hath revealed Himself as ajust God and a Saviour, (Isa. xlv. ·21); Him who
will by no means clear the guilty (Exod. xxxiv..7). Do you ask who are the
guilty? The question is answered by asking another, who are they not? for
"all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Rom. iii. 19 and 23).
"God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
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every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually"
(Gen. vi. 5). Who then, as the wise man inquires, can make that straight
which He hath made .crooked (Eccl. i. 15; vii. 13). Certainly not man; for
as well might the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots (writes one
of old), as for you to do good who are accustomed to do evil (Jer. xiii. 23).
" My people are bent to backslide," writes another witness (Hos. xi. 7). And
as my own heart bears me· witness to these most solemn and soul-humbling
truths, may I not well ask my fellow labourers, what do you teach? and then
go on to tell you that my teaching, so far as I am enabled to set it forth, is that
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth (Rev. xix. 6). Let us be glad and rejoice,
and give honour to Him; for He hath said "I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth" (Psalm xlvi. 10). And thus we are
wont to direct the young mind to some such portions of scripture as these:
" Thou spakest in vision to thy Holy One, and saidst, I have laid help upon One
that is mighty; I have exalted One chosen out of the people" (Psm.lxxxix. 19).
" Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour; for
to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 31). "He
cometh from EdoU!, with dyed garnients from Bozrah; glorious' in His apparel,
travelling in the greatness of His sttength, mighty to save" (Isa. lxiii. 1). Yea,
" able to save unto the uttermost all that come unto God by Him, seeing He
ever liveth to make intercession for them" Heb. vii. 25). And in thus endeavouring to set forth to the rising generation the beauty, the excellency, and the
suitability of the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of thl1 world, methinks
it should ever bebbrne in mind that it is placed on record by Him unto whom
all hearts be open, and all desires known ;. that" they that be whole need not
the physician, but they that are sick" (Matt. ix. 12). And again, "'Ye will not
come unto me that ye might have life" (John v. 40)~ Does anyone ask why?
the answer is plain, because" the carnal mind is enmity against God" (Rom.
viii. 7); and therefore instead of such going to learn of the great speaker
what that meaneth, " I will have mercy and not sacrifice," tHeir language is,
"Depart from us, for Jle desire not the knowledge of thy ways" (Job xxi. 14) :
and" because they hated Him, they sent a message to Him, saying, We will
not have this man to reign over us" (Luke xix. 14), thus evidencing the great
truth that none can change the heart but Him who made it; "so then it is not
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God tha:t showeth mercy"
(Rom. ix. 16).
We, therefore, who have been -made to bow~at the footstool of God's sovereignty, desire in all our teaching to be careful not to put the effect before the
cause, Scripture always testifying that God is the first moving cause of anything
of good which emanates from the creature. A few quotations may suffice. "I
have lC?ved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have, I
drawn thee" (Jer. xxxi. 3). "Because ye are sons" (not to make you so)
i, God hath sent forth the spirit of His Son into your heart" (Gal. iv. 6). " Sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called" (Jude 1).
It should ever be borne in mind, too, that "faith is the gift of God" (Eph. ii.
9); and that "~ithoutJaith it is impossible to please Him" (Heb. xi. 6): also
that" whatsoever is not of faith is sin" (Rom. xiv. 23). And as this sin is felt
only by those whom the Holy Ghost hath convinced of sin (John xvi. 8), and
wrought the grace of faith in the heart; so none but those so operated upon llan
ever seek God aright in prayer. Therefore what do you teach on this subject?
He who could not err taught that" men ought always to pray, and not to fa)nt"
(Luke xviii. 1), and I would teach so too. But, in doing so, I would always

(I

September I, 1864.]

THE GOSPEL ],{AGAZINE.

427

endeavour to draw a clear line of distinction between those who approach the
footstool of divine mercy with that broken and contrite heart which the Lord
will not despise (Psm. li. 17), and those who only attempt or profess to draw
near to God with their mouth, and honour Him :with their lips, while their
heart is far from Him (I8a. xxix. 13): for of each it may be said, " Verily they
have their reward" (Matt. vi. 2). And, assl,lming that all of us admit the truthfulness of the lines" Law and terrors do but harden,
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardo n,
This will soften hearts of stone ;"
instead of constantly, as it were, -urging the terrors of the law, and directing the young minds to the awful thunderings of Sinai, I would suggest that
we endeavour to lead them to Calvary, to view Him who said, "I taught
Ephraim to go, taking them by their arms; I drew them with cords ai? a man,
with bands of love; and I was unto them as they that take off the yoke
on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them" (Hosea xi. 3); for, as an old author
says, "Nothing humbles and breaks the heart of a sinner like mercy and love:
and while souls that hold much converse with sin and wrath may be greatly
terrified, those who converse much with grace and mercy will be much
humbled."
While, then, we would be anxious to teach the sovereignty of J ehovah, as the
cause of all present and eternal happiness, I conceive we ought not to fail in
manifesting our anxiety to pull down that great Dagon free-will, so that the
rising generation should be delivered and kept in future years from tlte dangerous
deceits of that religion which has the will of man for its origin, and the puffing
up of the fleshly mind for its support, and which was the means whereby the
arch enemy so readily succeeded in destroying the fidelity and happiness of our
first parents. And we ourselves having learned that" the fear of the Lord is
the beginning of wisdom" (Psm. cxi. 10); and knowing that a good understanding have all they that walk therein, may well be found exclaiming in the
words of the Psalmist, " Come, ye children, hearken unto me; I will teach you
the fear of the Lord" (Psm. xxxiv. 11). We shall then feel encouraged to
hope concerning those we teach, that the set time to favour Zion will come
(Psm. cii. 13), when they shall experience the fulfilment of the promise, "I
will put my fear in their hearts, so that they shall not depart from me" (J er.
xxxii. 38). And thus they will ,thenceforward be led blessedly into the assur·
ance that they are" kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation"
(1 Pet. i. 5).

TARES AND WHEAT.
To the Editor qf the Gospel Magazine.

SIR,-It was from Dr. Ryland's niece I had the. information respecting the
brevity of his wedded life. She tells me his first wife did not live quite a year.
The circumstance, at this distance of time, is of small importance, save that if
one fact can be disproveJ, others of more moment are shaken in the opinion
.of the thoughtful. I remain yours in the faith,
A LOVER OF TRUTH.
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PROTESTANT BEACON.
THE MOCKERY OF CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IK
ENGLAND.
BY THE REV. R. J. M'GHEE.

To the Protestants of Great Britain and Ireland.
GENTLEMEN, FRIENDS,-If ever the Jesuits succeeded in baffling the policy, or
in imposing on the weakness and credulity of a nation, they have succeeded
heyond all precedent in their enterprises for more than half a century against
the British Empire. I say with authority the Jesuits, for it js not only the
testimony, but the boast, of their own historian-whose work I have published
within this year-that, since the year 1814, they have ruled' the destinies of
Ireland, and they have now advanced to rule those of England too.
You, being made the dupes of their policy, are necessarily the unconscious
instruments of your own dishonour. They mJe you by a single phrase. They
.assert, they demand, they extort whatever they please; and they answer all
your feeble remonstrances, they silence all your weak objections, with the
cuckoo cry that they echo from your own lips, the cry of " Civil and Religious
Liberty."
You mean by these words the privilege of enjoying the liberties, civil and
religious, secured, as you imagine, by the laws of England.
They mean by them the privilege of undermining those liberties with im,punity, and of carrying into effect the canon law of Rome .
. You mean the privilege of being freemen.
They mean the privilege of making you slaves.
They flatter you to raise the cry of" Civil and Religion> Liberty," and, like
the fox who complimentI'd the crow with the piece of cheese in her mouth on the
beauty of her voice till he made her attempt to sing, they make you lose the
substance, laughing at your ignorance and folly, and mocking you with the
sound that you-yourselves have made.
The cawing of a crow is as like the song of the nightingale as the sound and •
meariing of" Civil and Religious Liberty" in the mouth of a .Jesuit are t.o the
same words in that of a British Protestant. Look back for fifty years, from
1814 to 1864, and see whether the Jesuits or you have best developed your
,respective meaning of the terms.
Parliament had long abandoned the Christian principle of Britain's Constitution-that no one who would not renounce idolatry, and who was himself the
slave of his priests, was fit· to have any rule over a free Protestant peop~e.
They were content to let the fate of England rest on whether Rome retained
her intolerant and persecuting principles, and in their blind ignorance of these
principles they examined the bishops upon oath. Blinded py the innumerable
perjuries of these men, wHo were the servile votaries of the Jesuits, and who
were training the priests and people in the very principles and the very books
which at the same. time, they were renouncing and denying on their oathbullied and intimidated by the agitations and threate 'ngs of them, and of
O'ConnelI, the pupil and tool of the Jesuits, who taught Im to raise the cry of
"Civil and Religious Liberty "-your Parliament, in opposition to the earnest
wishes of the King, and in defiance to the loud remonstrances and unanimous
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petitions of the nation, broke down the walls of your Protestant Constitution, and
received tbe Trojan borse of Jesuitism and Popery within them.
Yes, truly-freta armis. You were beaten by Jesuits 'out of your mighty
Protestant Constitution, and this was their first development of their meaning of
" Civil and Religious Liberty."
Your statesmen having taken them and their votaries and instruments into
their counsels, were compelled, as we daily see, to propitiate them for their support. The Constitution being sacrificed, it was but a step to sacrifice the Church,
and ten bishoprics of the Church of Ireland were the next victims offered on the
shrine. We were told it was to strengthen the Church and, secure it from all
future danger, which no doubt the Jesuits instilled into the weak and credulous
d~pes and agents of the spoliation, and ~hus mad~ Prot,estants themselves, as they
are-proving this very day, the poor delu~ed instruments of their own disgrace,
and developing the Jesuits' interpretation of" Civirand Religious Liberty."
Having levelled so much of the superstructure of the Church, it was a natural
movement to undermine her foundation, and accordingly" the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone," the
Word of the living God was rent from the education, not only of the wretched
,Roman Catholics, but of the children of the Protestant Church of Ireland, under
the pretence of promoting united education. But the Jesuits were not to unite
with Protestants in admitting the author:ity of Rome. No minister of the
Protestant Churcb, no Protestant landlord in Ireland, had the common right of
Christianity to open a school for his own parish or his own estate where-the
autbority of God's Word was to be asserted over the children, though open
freely to Roman Catholics if they chose to come. Not a farthing would the
Government give him if he would not admit the Popish principle as well as the
children into this school, that the authority of the priest should triumph over the
authority of God, and the Bible be suppressed in the hours of education. He
must give up tbe principles. of his Church, the principles of his heart, bis duty
to his God, his duty to his neigbbour, the just. rights and privileges of a Christian
and a British subject, that the Jesuits might triumph in tbeir glorious interpre- tation of their favourite motto, so prolific of advantages to tbem; and you no.w
pay more tban £200,000 a year to carry out tbeir system ane1 illustrate their
oevelopment of "Civil and Religious Liberty."
But this is Ireland-a poor Popish country, where we must make concessions
to the prejudices of the people, but they dare not trench on British soil or
British freedom. If they dare, the spirit of the .nation would soon be roused
against them! Indeed! It is now fourteen years since it pleased the Pope to
send out certain engineers to parcel out your country, as a landlord might lay
out the farms on his estate-to issue his mandate to appoint his officers to rule
over your seat of Government, that' Queen, Lords, and Commons might be placed
under his jurisdiction, for, by the canon law of Rome, the Queen is his subject,
but -he is not hers.
The Prime Minister wl10te a letter, which reminds one, in its effect on the
nation, of Dryden's description of the effect of the lyre of Timotheus at
Alexander's feast : "Break his bonds of sleep asunder
And rouse him with a rattling peal of thunder:
~ark! hark! the horrid sound
Bath raised up his head,
As awaked from the dead,
And, amazed, he stares around! "
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'The nation seemed to be startled from its long and death-like slumber;
Cities, counties, corporations, judges, lawy'ers, bishops, clergy, all seemed roused
to vindicate the right of Britons. The British Lion seemed to start in all the
majesty of royal rage from his den-the noble animal lashed his sides with his
tail, and made the rocks re-echo with his roar. He burst into the House of
Commons. The Jesuit Van Amburg met him as he entered-the creature
growled 'and whined, but crouched beneath his master's feet., The iron bar was
flourished over his head, and on it were inscribed the talismanic words, " Civil
and Reljgious Liberty."
True to his master's orders, the Cardinal Prince of the holy Roman empire
issued his official proclamation of the canon law of Rome within your shores,
and told you that his bishops were ordained to carry out the same, but amusing
himself with your prejudices, practising on your simplicity, laughing at your
ignorance, like the wreath of Harmodius, that covered his sword, he wrapped
, up his proclamation' in a Ibng and flowery appeal to your liberality for the
admission of his bishops on the irresistible claim of "Civil and Religious
Liberty."
You boast-and England saw the day when you could boast with truth-the
glorious blessing for your land C!f civil and religious liberty. Your lofty cliffs
reared their heads in the brilliant light, and the sands of your shore sparkled in
.
the beams of civil and religious liberty.
If the slave had escaped his master's murderous lash-if he had concealed
himself among the cargo of his master's vessel, and that vessel had been bound
for any port in,England, the moment when her prow had touched your land the
slave could spring from his hiding place, bound on your shore, fling his fetters to
the deep, look his master in the face, and tell him he' stood upon the glorious
strand,of " Civil and Religious Liberty."
Is it so yet? It is. Your shore can confer freedom on the slave; but for
you, even in the very midst of England, your heart can be wrung by the canon
law of Rome, under the fangs ofPapa~ despotism.
How many do I now address whose daughters have fortunes in their own
power, perhaps bequeathed by relatives, or derived from other sources. Not
with more earnest gaze d!les the tiger watch the- prey on which he-hopes to
spring, than the Jesuit the victim'whose fortune he can-hope to gain.
How many, alas! there are, some whom I myself have known, _whose
daughters, lured by Jesuitical imposture and intrigue, have been ensnared.
Some child of your own, perhaps, laken even without your knowledge from your
home and :carried to a convent a poor, deluded, inexperienced, ignorant, but
willing victim. Perhaps her fortune has been taken, with other similar fruits
of unrelenting plunder, to purchase the prison-house of its \lnhappy victims.
Perhaps a handsome mansion, with a fine demesne; but there it stands; an
insulated disgrace to your invaded, fallen Constitution. Those walls shall never
echo to the sound of civil and religious liberty. The laws af.Rome reign there
as much as in the dungeons of the Inquisition. Your wretched child, once a
deluded victim, but now a plundered and perhaps reluctant slave, betrayed, perhaps, like thousands, by the man who pretended to be her spiritual director.
She may mourn over the madness of her rl!-sh and ruinous fall. She may" weep
sore in the night, with her tears upon her- cheek "-weep for one other fond
embrace of a father's protecting arm, a mpthe(s tend rness, a sister's lovelong for another glance at her on~e happy home; but she must mourn, and
weep, and long in vain-she shall never see them more. A prisoner for life in
an accursed bastile, she shall languish unto death-if even that be left to nature
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-in the midst of England, once free indeed, but now your falsely boasted land
of" Civil and Religious Liberty."
And do the men you send to Parliament as your representatives, do they inde.ed
represent your principles, your feelings, your spirit as Britons or as men. when
they succumb to the agents of Jesuits in your House of Commons, and suffer the
laws of papal slavery to trample on the laws of British liberty in your land? You
can visit the prisoner for debt, and your liberality may restore him to his home;
you can visit the felon or the convict in his cell, and pour, perhaps, the balm of
hOJle and cousolation in his ear; you can visit the lunatic in his confinement;
and, if God has once more blessed him with the light of reason, you may bring
him forth again to freedom and his home ;-but your child, the daughter of your
heart, when once the Prince of darknessand his agent have immured her in a
convent, you cannot dare to visit her-her lot is cast amopg a poor unhappy
band" whom God Il)ay visit with the ligh~ of truth, and God IDay visit with the
love of freedom, but they are bound in hopeless chains of slavery and bondage in
.
your now falsely boasted land of" Civil and Religious Liberty."
If ever the British House of Commons was dishonoured, if ever a body 'of
British gentlemen, and British freemen, and men of spirit, and men of feeling,
and men of honour, were disgraced, it was on that occasion when, after your
representatives had voted by a majority of forty-five for the inspection-that is,
for the protection of females in nunneries-they were bullied by the threat of
those who think, no doubt, they do their duty, but who must do the bidding of
their masters-beaten on their own floor, the floor of the British House of
Commons, the .vaunted arena of the greatest liberty on earth, and driven into a
dastardly abandonment of the measures they themselves had carried•.
Had it been to" interfere with the religion of poor imprisoned nuns, to hinder
their matins or their vespers, or to take away their beads or their scapulars, then
it had been an injustice to introduce, and_ a duty to abandon such a measure.
But it was no such !hing; it was merely to ascertain their safety; to protect
their persons and their honour; to know if they were willillg captives in the cells;
to leave them, if they were so, to their choice; and, if not, to tell them they
were not to be chained by the despotism of papal canon law, but to be protected,
and restored to freedom, if they pleased, under the arm of British law, and the
banner of " Civil an,d Religious Liberty."
And now, what do you please. or intend to do.? Are you content, in your
own land, to be treated by papal Rome as their captive foes were treated by
pagan Rome, and made to pass under the yoke? Is England to bow beneath
that chain which Italy is shaking off her galled and weary neck?
Are you to give the noble Garibaldi a deserved and honoured welcome"while
you abandon the lofty principles that thrilled his .heart and nerved his arm, and
made him worthy of all the honour you bestow?
Awake! Awake to a sense of what is due to yourselves, your children, your
laws, your liberties, your religion, your sovereign, and your country. Tell your
compromising representatives that they must do their duty, or that you will find
men that wilL Awake to rescue your sovereign from the thraldom, your country
from the disgrace, your statesmen from the low and grovelling position into
which they have fallen of "compromising with popery," for leave to carry on
the Government of their Sovereign and tbeir country.-I have the honour to be
gentlemen, friendB', your faithful friend and servant,

Holywell, St. Ives, Hunts.

R. J. M'GHEE.
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EXTORTION OF THE POPISH PRIESTS.
IN a pamphlet, published by the Rev. Charles Burke, a former parish priest of
Killala, a district in the extreme west of Ireland, a statement was given of the
amount received by him in .dues, offerings, etc. Referring to this document in
a way of authentication, the Rev. T. W. Dixon, the successor to Mr. Burke, and
afterwards the Protestant curate of Drogheda, gave the following schedule, as
the amount he received while priest of the parish :-.:Confession of the younger people in the parish, making an average
.of two in each family, at 6d. each at Christ]Ilas
.....
Ditto, at Easter
. . . . . . . . ,
A charge of 2s. 6d. on each house or family-gross total of families, 800 . . . . . . . . . . .
.
Collect.ion of corn, worth Is. 3d. froill' each house
. .
Collections on Christmas day and Easter Sunday, by a rule in the
parish, 6d. each time, off each house . . . .
F6rt y marriaKes at 28s. 2d. each . . . . . • •
One bundred and fifty Baptisms at 3s. 4d. each .
I,egacies on deatb, average forty, at 10s. each, including the price
of a mass to remove the soul from purgatory . . . . . .
Charge for anointing, Is. Id. each time-average number of times
200. . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . .
Making offices for sick or diseased cattle, Is. Id. for each officeaverage number 150 . . . . . . . . . .
Private masses for private intentions-price varying

40 0 0
40 0 0 .
100 0 0
50 0 0
40
56
25

0 0
6 8
0 0

20

0 0

10 16

8 2 6
15 0 0

--'---

£405
To be deductedThe old priest's charge . • . • . .
30 0
Fees paid' the Bishop out of the marriages, his
charge beinft half-a-guinea for each marriage in
the diocese . . . . ~ . . . . . . . 22 11
Amount paid to the Bishop as an annual rate for
2 5
tpe holy oils . . . . . . . . . .
Ditto, ditto, for dinners at his own table .
2 5
Ditto, ditto, for procuring oats for his horse ~.
2 5

8

5 10

0
6
6
6
6
59

8

0

----£345 17 10

Leaving a balance of £45 17s. 13d. as a set·off aftainst bad debts and paupers.
In the above statement, I have not included the advanta~es of living at the
charge of the pari!hioners, who are oblifted to feed the pnest, and his 'horse,
and his servant, and that in the most expensive manner.
THOMAS W ILLIAM DIXON.
Curate of St. Peter's, Drog/leda.
In reference to the foregoing, I would merely say, if such sums are realized
in the wildest districts of the country, what m~st they be in the more cultivated.
and better inhabited parts? In a small town, about six miles from Dublin, the
receipts of the parish priest have been calculated at between £800 and £900
per annum; to suppose he would relinquish such an income is the extreme 'of
folly. It is their money, and not their souls. "And through covetousness
shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: ~hose judgments now
ofa long. time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not" (2 Pet. ii. 3).
Sydney.
J. B. M.
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