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" Wbo comforteth us in all our tribulation, tbat we may be able to comfort them which are
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MY FATHER KNOWS AND LOVES, TOO; THEN WHY SHOULD
I FEAR?
"

Yo!~r

Fathe1' knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye aslc Him."
MATT. vi. 8.
BELOVED, what a comprehensiveness there is in tbis chapter! What a fulness
and ble~sedness ! And to us it seems additionally sweet and precious, as coming
so directly from the Lord's own mouth, without in the least measure being
diluted with anything whatever of the creature. It is pure, powerful, precious
to tbe last degree.
Although it is a glorious truth that" holy men of God spake as they were
moved hy the Holy Gbost," and that apostles as well as prophets were under the
direct ministry of the selfsame Spirit, yet it must not be overlooked that they
were but men-poor, fallible creatures. Much tbat is recorded of them testifies
of thi~. For example, in tbe very same chapter in which it is declared that
Jesus said to Peter, upon his recognition of Himself as the Christ of God,
" Blessed art thOIl, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this
unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven," it is stated, that" He turned, and
said unto Peter, Get thee bthind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto m!): for
thou saVOUl'est not the thiugs that be of God, but those that be of men." Now,
although the Holy Ghost inspired the apostles to record this fact, He did not
inspire Pder so to speak. His words were creature-words prompted by Satan;
and there is much in the ministry of tbe apostles of a similar character. But,
when we come to the personal ministry of our Lord Himself, we find nothing
whatever (,f this human or fallen element. Of Him, and of Him alone, could it
be said, "Never man spake like this man." Hence, as in the language before
us, the words which Jesus speaks are so sweet-so powerful. They neither
need limitation nor qualification. We may take them (under the anointing of
the Holy Ghost) in all their fulness and blessed adaptation.
DD
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Now the first thought that naturally presents itself in the words of our text is
-the Relationship. "Your Father." Oh, what is so sweet-what so endearing?
There are other relations very close-very sacred-very precious; but, touching divine things, we know not that any has ever so wrought upon our heart as
that of Father. Upon these grounds we have often feared we have been under
a natural or merely human influence: first, in knowing what it was formerly to
look up to an earthly father; and, secondly, in having long been permitted to
enter upon, and for many, many years to enjoy, that endearing relation. But
again, dear reader, these fears and apprehensions about our experience never
having risen above the natural or human element, have been checked by the
sweet language of the Holy Ghost, through the Psalmist, as given in the l03rd
Psalm, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him. For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust."
Moreover, there is a precious word in Jeremiah iii. 19, "But I said, how shall I
put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of
the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not
turn away from me." Here is the Lord placing Himself, as it were, in the
position of an earthly parent, who counts it at once his highest honour and
richest privilege to be called by that endearing name" fathe1·." Some of our
readers can doubtless vividly remember what were their emotions when first
thus saluted or appealed to. What a charming, cementing influence had that
appeal. And, if it were connected with danger, or fear, or necessity, how did
the very bowels yearn over the loved object. What an indifference to self,
and what an entire going forth on behalf of another, was awakened thereby.
Now, beloved, how sweet the thought that the Lord, in this portion, represents
Himself in a difficulty-as though at a loss to know what to do-conferring
with Himself as to how He should act," How shall I put thee among the
children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of
nations? " And then, as it were, after a pause and aue reflection, coming to
the conclusion, " Oh, this is what I will do. I will place thee in circumstances
in which thou shalt realize thy standing and privilege; , Thou shalt call me, My
father!' and such shall be the peculiar sweetness, the special tenderness, and the
blessed effects of that holy and endearing claim, that thou sbalt not turn away
from me" (margin, from after me). "Such shall be thy experience of the
matchless mercy, and the holy, heavenly sweetness and divine unction and power
as connected with the claim, that thou shalt cleave to me-follow hard after
me."
Reader, do you know anything of this blessedness?
Again, the 20th verse of the 31st Jeremiah bas often been :I. great'encouragement to us: "Is Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I
spake against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are
troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord." Our
hopes, too, upon these grounds have been established and confirmed by the sweet
words of Jesus, as expressed in the identical sermon from which our text is
!liken; where, having given the strongest and most undoubted assurance of
Jehovah's willingness to bestow, He appeals to them upon the principle of
natural relationship. "Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask
bread, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?
If ye, then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how
much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to tbem that
ask Him?" We say, thHefol'e, that the Lord's condescension in appealing to
the less, the natural, in order to set forth the greater, the spiritual, is indeed
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worthy of our gratitude; and (as we have already intimated) has very frequently
been to our minds a source of the greatest possible satisfaction.
Moreover, how beautifully has the Lord Himself set forth the yearnings and
the tenderness of the father in His touching story of the Prodigal Son. Wherein
could the Lord have more strikingly and encouragingly manifested the boundless
grace and love and sympathy of His heart? What terms could more touchingly or truthfully set forth the forbearance and pity and forgiveness of a father?
Yet these are the means-these the types and representatives-the Lord has
been pleased to employ in order to open out His character, and the marvellous
love and the infinite compassion of His heart.
\Ve may be deemed somewhat singular and isolated in our views, but, nevertheless, we cannot forbear stating that the Lord has always seemed dearest to us
in this relation of Father. It is not that we do not appreciate His other
endearing names, as)Iusband, Brother, Friend. These are very precious; but,
inasmuch as they imply in their relative natural character, much of equality, as
far as wisdom, strength, courage, and endurance are concerned, they seem
to bave less claims upon our pity and forbearance and tenderness. The husband,
brother, friend, are more upon a par with ourselves. Not so the child. There
is inexperience, and waywardness, and self-will; and these betraying into acts
of indiscretion and !ebellion, call for the exercise of pity and forbearance, and
renewed assurances of forgiveness.
Now, reader, how this pity and forbearance, and these fresh proofs of forgiving
love, may suit you, we know not; but we know one whom it well suits.
Hence the precious, the endearing claim of Father! My Father! Oh, what
a heart-hold it seeillS to furnish; and what a firm grasp does faith retain upon
the ground of this divine relationship. Would to God that one lived more
continuously and uninterruptedly in the daily realization of the right and title to
the privilege. "And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a
servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ"
(Gal. iv. 6, 7).
But there is another principle upon which probably some have more felt the
sweetness of the claim of father than other sweet and endearing relationshipssuch as the brother, the husband, the wife, the friend. These, in turn, have
served to open up and illustrate those blessed relations in which the Lord stands
to His Church and people. What more sweet or more endearing than that of
husband and wife? But this characteristic of the standing of Christ to His
Church may, we say, to some have had less attraction than the relation of father
to child, because of a consciousness of idolatry in the natural. By which we
mean, the husband or the wife (as the case may be) is perhaps sensible that there
had been an idolizing the creature. Not but what the parent may idolize the
child, but we do not conceive that the liability is so great as where companionship and the equality to which we just now referred exists. The very remembrance of bonds which, it may be, are now severed, bring up in review the long
train of chastisements which such idolatry merited and secured; and there is, in
consequence, a turning away to other relations in regard to which no such
chastisement stands connected.
We hope we have made ourselves clear to our readers. Perhaps, however,
the distinction cannot be fully comprehended but by those who have smarted.
under the chastising hand of Him who has declared Himself to be a jealous
God, and who will admit of no heart-rivalry.
Apart, however, from these considerations, how sweet is the relationshipDD2
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How it entwines itself about the heart. What emotions are
enkindled by the mere mention of the name. How much does it embrace.
There is a oneness and identity that in themselves contain volumes.
There is, however, not only the relationship, but the reco,r;nition, "Your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him." Such is the
nature of the relationship, such the interest, and such the kuowledgn, that He
has not merely an abstract acquaintance with your special wants and peculiar
neces~ities, but He recognizps them. He is particularly interesterl in them. His
heart is engaged in the matter. Beloved, is it not ~o naturally? It is scarcely
possible for a child to be the subject of a single want with which the parent is
lIot acquainted. Nay, in almost every case, he has a prior consciousness of such
wants; and for most part, in the exercise of his parental wisdom and discretion,
provides against them. Were it otherwise, what confusion would there be in
the various departments of social and every-day life. In thousands of instances,
even naturally, the supply bas been in waiting for the newly-discovered want, as
far as the subject of it was concerned. You see this in the very first movement
of life. Before the infant babe is brought into being, there is not only nutriment
provided in the mother's breast by its divine Creator for that babe's maintenance,
but (if that mother be what she ought to be) there is provision also in her babe's
bRsket for its clothing; and such preparati0D is only emblematic of true parental
solicitude through every after-stage of life. Bnt if this be the case naturally,
beloved, how much more so spiritually? Have you Dot, times without Dumber,
been compelled to acknowledge and admire the Lord's goodness and mercy in
this respect, that He has provided beforehand for some coming necessity, with
the existence of which you had not as yet been made acquainted? Aye,
probably the Lord has opened His hand in some marked and gracious way,
insomuch that you have wondered at His so doing. You could not understand
why He so unexpectedly and by instruments with whom you had little or no
personal acquaintance, sent you some speci»1 provision. But you had scarcely
time to ponder npon the matter, before some unforeseen or unthought-of necessity
presented itself, which at once explained the nature of the Lord's proceedings,
find which led you into a clearer, fuller, more blt'ssed discovery of His watchful
eye and tender regard, and divine faithfulness anel condeecensiou.
We are reminded, whilst writing, of the case of the Rev. R. Hale, late vicar
of Harewood, who, upon one occasion, had a few hundredR laid by in the bank,
for which he had no present use, and a sister of his sent him an additional like
sum. As he himself informed us, at this juncture, proceeding~ were taken
against bim for observations he had made whiM preaching two years before.
His opponents obtained their ends, as far as the lawsuit was concerned, and the
pOol' old vicar had from £800 to £1000 to pay. He then understood what the
money in the bank, and what the unexpected gift from his relative, were for.
Beader, perhaps 1:ot to the same extent, nor for any such purpose, but, in
various other ways, have you not of:entinws seen the Lord thus going before
you, in His kind and gracious providence? It may be that sickness or so-called
accident has most unexpectedly entered your household. What might have
been the inconvenience or the perphxity, if so be the Lord had not kindly sent
provision for the emergency? By the,e very means you have been brought
personally into a renewed and blessed acquaintance with Him who of old said to
His servant the prophet whom He had counselled to go and hide himself by the
brook Cherith, " 1 have commnnderl the ravens to feed thee there." Mark, the
Lord had done it. And so with respect to Elijah's going to Zarephath," I
have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee."
" Your Father."
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Oh, reader, better ten thousand times have such a God for thy Friend, who
thus" kuoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him," even though
thou mayest in outward circumstances be " poor and nredy" inLleed, thall have
the wealth of a Hothschild or the riches of a Thornton.*
There is, however, not only a recognition of our necessities, but there is also
(althuugh not in direct terms expre,sed) a clear indication of a readiness to
supply those necessities. The whole context bears this out, as well as the
arguments and comparisons adopted in the fullowiug chapter.
Now, in a certain sense, and to a certain degree, the Lord will be asked for
what He gives. Distinctly does He say, " For all these things will I be inquired
of by the house of Israel to do them for them;" and then, in the next cbapter,
there is the precept preceding the promise: "Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened uoto you." But
there are myriads of blessings the Lord bestows, without being asked for
the!Jl. Indeed, did the Lord merely give what we asked for, we were puur
indeed.
There a{'e, however, some special secrets with regard to the Lord's dealings
with His chiitlren upun which light may be thrown by human things. For
example, there have been repeated instances with respect to earthly friendship3,
in wlJich (from a refined feeling and a delicacy that has done credit to the giver)
help has been rendered anonymously; or, when friend has suspected friend to
be iu need, aid ha~ been tendered uuasked for, in terms so gentle and refined as
to fail to wuund the most sensitive mind. We quote, in proof, an instance
which came to our knowledge some years ago. There was a dear servant of
God, whom it was our privilege to know, who was of high birth, and who for a
season had been much mixed up with the world. The Hev. R - - T - - had
withal a most carnally-minded wife, who for many years taunted him about his
religion. On one occasion, being vexed at his not joining her at a dinner-party
to which they had been invited, she, by way of taunt, said, " What about the
money you have to pay on such a day?" She referred to a sum of from £300
to £400 which he had to meet. "I suppose," she added, "you will say, as
usual, ' your God will provide.''' Mr. T - - bore it meekly, making no reply.
On the following day (if we mistake not) he was taking a walk, as he was wont
to do, when he met a friend-a gentleman-who said, ., Oh, '1'--, I am glad
to lOeet you; here, these are of no use to me; they may be to you;" at the
same time he drew from his pocket a small blmdle of papers, and handed them
to M1'. '1'--, who, bein~ absorbed in thought, as was commonly the case with
him, simply took t.he packet from the hand of his friend, and, witbout examination, placed it in his OWll pocket. Upon returning to his house, after taking his
walk, he thought UpOll the packet; upon examiniug it, he found it to be a bundle
of notes, amouuting to between £300 and £400, the very sum he needed. He
went immediately to hls drawing-room, where his wife was sitt,ing, and, without
" 'Ve were recently assured, UpOtl the most credible authority, that only some six weeks
before he died, this millionaire, who, at his decease, lett bctween three and four millioo, was
recently accosted thus: "J\iIr. Thornton, I wish I had £1,000 of your money." "You are
a fool for wishing it," was the reply. "'Vhy?" was the answer; "What cau be more
'·easonablc ?" "Becausc," said Thornton, "if you had it, you wouldn't be able to sleep
for it," Doubtless hc was speaking feelingly; thus again is the word of our God proved to
be so literally true (Eccles. v. 12), "The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat
Jitt.le or much: but the ab,,,,dance of the r'ich will not su1!er him to sleep," Reader, depend
on it., it is equally true, "Bdtel' is little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and
trouble therewith. Better is a diuller of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox aud hatred
therewith."
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observation, laid the bundle of notes before her. She was abashed; she
attempted no reply, but sat dumb, and confounded. However (as we heard
.afterwards from Mr. T--'s own lips), itpleased the Lord subsequently to convince her of sin, and to bring her as a poor penitent to His feet, and she died
triumphantly in the Lord. When speaking to her loved husLand of her former
state, she said, " I always knew you were right; but it was my nasty temper."
This, reader, is one among the ten thousand instances in which the Lord
graciously proves Himself to be beforehand with His people; wherein, too, He
shows that all hearts are in His hand, and that He turneth them whithersoever
He will. Oh, if we had but a grain of faith, sure we are that we should prove
to a demonstration the truth. of Jesu's words, "If ye had faith as a grain of
mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the
root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you." Most blessedly,
moreover, should we know the fulness and the blessedness of that Scripture,
"Before they call I will answer, and whilst they are yet speaking I will hear."
It is so true, "\Vhoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall
understand the lovingkindness of the Lord" (Psalm cvii. 43). Well has it been
said, " He that watches a providence shall never want a providence to watch."
"Were half the breath thus vainly spent,
To heaven in supplication sent,
Our cheerful song- would oftener be,
Hear what the Lord has done for me."
But there is another thought, beloved, connected with these words, "b~fore ye
ask Him." Does not a friend, and especially a parent, know what it is to feel
that there may be in the friend or even in the child's mind a certain delicacy
of feeling, and a hesitating to ask, becanse so much has already been had?
Apprehending the existence of this feeling, has there not been an anxiety on the
part of the friend or the parent, as the case may be, -to supersede the necessity
of asking, and thus spare the feelings of the friend or the child? There has
been that special sensitiveness, and that peculiar interest, which has manifested itself in acts of tenderness and the most kindly consideration.
Beloved, if this be so with regard to poor finite creatures, in their dealings
one with another, oh how infinitely above and beyond this are the merciful and
gracious love-acts of our God-our Father! Yes, yes, indeed He does prove it
so richly-so graciously-so wondrously-so marvellously, to be true, "Your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask Him." Blessed-for
ever blessed-be His great and adorable name J
" Good, when He gives, supremely good;
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."
Reader, measuring our God's heart and our God's means after our own
fashion, and as suggested by our own little contracted selves, we may hesitate to
ask because we have already had; yea, we have so long and so continually been
drawing, and drawing, and drawing upon His bounty and His love. Notwith·
standing, the stores of His grace, the ocean-fulness of His love, and the bound.
lessness of His mercy, are as inexhanstible as ever. Although from Adam down
to ourselves, beloved, poor sinners by myriads and myriads have been resorting
to and receiving from this "immeasurable fulness tbat is treasured up ill
Christ," it is as full and as inexhaustible as ever. The reservoir of love, blood,
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and salvation is brimful still. It shows not the veriest semblance of diminution.
Round about·the edge thereof, ye may see through the telescope of faith these
most encouraging words: "HE GIVETH MORE GRACE;" "HITHERTO YE HAVE
ASKED NOTHING IN MY NAME: ASK, AND RECEIVE, THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE
FULL." "OPEN THY MOUTH WIDE, AND I WILL FILL IT."
Bedminster, Aug. 11, 1865.
THE EDITOR•

.. IT IS I; BE NOT AFRAID."
MATT. XIV. 27.
TOSS'D with rough winds, and faint with fear,
Above the tempest, soft and clear,
What still small accents greet mine ear P" 'Tis I; be not afraid.
"'Tis I, who led thy steps aright,
'Tis I, who gave thy blind eyes sight;
'Tis I, thy Lord, thy Life, thy Ligllt :
'Tis I; be not afraid.
" These raging winds, this surging sea,
Bear not a breath of wrath to theeThat storm has all been spent on me:
'Tis I; be not afraid.
"This bitter cup, I drank it firstTo thee it is no draught accurst;
The hand that gives it thee is pierced:
'Tis I; be not afraid.
"Mine eyes are watching by thy bed,
Mine arms are underneath thy head,
My blessing is around thee shed:
'Tis I; be not afraid.
" When on the other side, thy feet
Shall rest 'mid thousand welcomes sweet,
One well-known voice thy heart shall greet;
'Tis I; be not afraid."
From out the dazzling majesty,
Gently He'll lay His hand on thee,
Whispering, "Beloved, lov'st thou me P
'Twas not in vain I died for thee:
'Tis I; be not afraid."

THE Holy Spirit is promised and given as the sole Cause and Author of all
the good that is in the world, or of which we are or can be partakers. There
is no good communicated to us from God, but it is bestowed or wrought in us
by the Spirit. No gift, no grace, no mercy, no privilege, no consolation do we
receive, possess, or use, but it is wrought in us, or manifested unto us, by Him
alone. Neither is there in us any faith, love, duty, obedience, but what is
effectually wrought in us by Him-by the Spirit alone: "For in us, that is in
our flesh, dwelleth no good thing."
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
AM I A CHILD OF GOD?

how often is this inquiry anxiously made. Would that I could feel assured
that I am! Oh, I think, if I could be satisfied of my adoption, I should be the
happiest man on earth. Such are often the feelings of those who we hope
presently to prove are giving evidences of their heirship. Now we read with
peculiar profit the outlines of the last sermon preached by that dear servant of
God, the Rev. George Doudney. One remark therein particularly struck us,
viz., " Ah, say some little-faith ones, would I only had some evidence that I had
an interest in these glorious realities! \Vell, my brother, turn to the Sermon on
the Mount, and may the Lord the Spirit seal it upon your heart." Beloved, we
purpose at this season doing as the dear departed advised. May the precious
test strengthen our faith, scatter our fears, and bring us to say, Well, if these
things be so, then I can put in my humble claim to be a follower of Jesus, a
child of God. Picture to yourselves our blessed Lord, who, seeing a multitude
of people, " went up into a mountain: and when He was set, His disciples came
unto Him: and He opened His mouth and taught them, saying, Blessed."
What a fulfilment to the letter of Isaiah's prophecy concerning Him: "The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings unto the meek, He hath sent me to bind up the brokell.bearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives. and the opening of the prison to them that are
bound," &c. Commencing His memorable sermon with this precious word
" blessed," He repeats it nine times, aud many think that the blessings he enumerates are common to all mankind; but we must recollect that all men out of
Christ are under the curse of God, as declared: "For as many as are of the
works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is everyone
that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do
them;" and, as all have offended and come short of the glory of God, those only
are truly blessed who, "being justified by faith, have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ: by whom they have access by faith unto this grace
wherein they stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God."
And now we have looked carefully and prayerfuIly into the characteristics of
the" blessed" laid down by our dear Redeemer, and we think we might put
them in the following order : AH!

Charactm-istics of a
Child of God.

1. POVERTY
II. SORROW
Ill. MEEKSESS
IV. W A N T .
V. TENDERNESS
VI. PUrnTY
VU. PEACE.
VIII. PImsEcUTION
IX. PATIENCE •

Promised consequent
Blessing.

•

RICHES
•
COM~'ORT •
INHEltITANCE
SA'J'ISFACTION
MERCY
•
REVELATION
TITLE
•
VICTORY •
REWARD •

MatL v. 3.
4.
5.
O.

"

""

7.
8.
9.
10.
ll.

Let us look, belovtjd, at these dovdailings separately.
T.

POVERTY, WHICH BRINGS TO RICHES.

" Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."
MATT. v. 3.
"
All men are really beggars upon the bounty of God, however much they may
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stlilk about ill self-greatness and so-"called" independency." But all men Jo
not feel their i)overty; they are insensible to their true degradation on account
of sin; but let a man feel, through the movings of the Spirit of GOll, his lost and
ruined condition, throu<1h the fall of Adam, his federal head, and he soon discovers he is a perfect b~nkrupt: he owes to God ten thousand talents, and has
"nothing to pay." The full sense of this breaks him down, and he becomes
" poor in spirit;" he feels thit he is undone, alld that, if he is to receive pardon
from God, it mu,t be on the gl'OUlld of mercy, and not merit; and now his cry
is, " God, be merciful unto me, a sinner." ., Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kiugrlom of heaven." Yes, the king'dom of heaven is for poor
sinners who were relidy to perish. As dear John Newton u,ed to say, " TIlCre
will be three wonders in heliven: we shall wonder to find many there we did
not expect; we slw,ll wonder to find many not there whom we did expect; and
the greatest wonder of all will be to find ourselves there." Now, beloved, has
this" poverty of spirit" been yours; have you felt a bankmpt before God, and
fled to him for mercy?
"Blessed are the humble souls that see
Their emptiness and poverty;
Treasures of grace to them are given,
And crowns of joy laid up in heaven."

n.

SORROW, WHlCH ENDS IN COMFORT.

" Blessed are they that mourn, for they shalt be comforted."-v. 4.
Blessed mourners are those that mourn for their sins. The Lord will com·
fort such; for His mission was, as prophesied by Isaiah, "to comfort all that
mourn." To think that so many sins have been committed against such a God
of love and holiness does make the awakened one grieve on account of them.
This is a sorrow which lies buried in the inmost chambers and recesses of the
heart, and bitter are those tears that are dropped when no eye can see but
God's; but the penitent "shall be comforted," for the Lord loves to see the
manifestation of godly sorrow, and the God of all consolation will cheer such by
the precious promises of His word, by the means of grace, by the spirit of
prayer, by unfolding Jesus. Yes, He will say, "Dry up thy tears, brokenhearted one:
" Come, with sin and grief opprestCome to me, and be at rest."
Now, beloved, have you not thus had your sorrow turned into joy; can you not
look back upon times when the downcast heart was lifted up to make fresh discoveries of Jesus, and the clouds of misery rolled away before the sunshiue of
mercy? Take it, then, as another sign that you belong to the family of God.
" Bless'd are the men of broken heart,
Who mourn for sin with inward smart;
'fhe blood of Christ divinely flows,
A healing balm for all their woes."
Ill,

MEEKNESS, WHICH BRINGS TO AN INHERITANCE.

" Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth."-v. 5.
What a sweet example of meekness did our dear Lord set; how truly could
He say, " Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly
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in heart." The followers of Jesus will all have to drink into this meekness of
spirit; it is the very livery of Christ's disciples; it is a fruit of the Spirit that
depth of trial will cause to grow. The grace of meekness, above all other, brings
true exaltation of soul: "such shall inherit the earth "-probably meaning the
land of Canaan, as an emblem of the land of eternal glory.
Now, beloved, have you not felt your natural pride of heart crushed under
the mighty hand of God, and a meekness and nothingness engendered that has
brought you into a willingness of mind just to be taught of the Lord? Take such
experience as another proof that you are one of the Lord's own.
"Blessed are the meek, who stand afar
From rage and passion, noise and war ;
God will secure their happy state,
And plead their cause against the great."
IV.

WANT, WHICH GAINS SATISFACTION.

" Blessed are they which do hun.ger and thirst after righteousness, for they shalt
be filled."-v. 6.

Where there is an appetite, there must be life. Dead men have no desires;
a corpse has no cravings. The new nature is a nature of need. The awakened
will always be wanting. Christ will be the object and person wanted; there is
satisfaction in no other to the new-born soul; and the righteousness such sigh
for is not mere rectitude of conduct, although the earnest desire will be to be
kept by the power of God from all evil; but the righteousness desired by the
quickened soul will be the imputed righteousness of the Lord Jesus, the possession of wbich is perfectly commensurate with divine justice, and essential to the
peace of the believer; and sucb have the promise "they shall be filled:"
emptied of their own righteousness, and filled with the righteousness of Jesus.
Now, beloved, have you not felt somewhat of this blessed exchange; your
sins laid upon Christ, His righteousness apprehended and applied by faith as
yours, and a satisfaction and peace enjoyed which passeth understanding?
" Blessed are the souls that thirst for grace,
Hunger and long for righteousness;
They shall be well supplied and fed
With living streams and living bread."
V.

«

TENDERNESS OF CHARACTlm, WHICH OBTAINS MERCY.

Blessed are the me1'ciful, for they shall obtain mercy."-v. 7.

The grace of God melts a man into a tenderness of spirit which he never felt
in his days of unregeneracy. He now begins to yearn for the salvation of others.
He now feels, Oh, that my wife, my brother, my sister, my friend, knew what
I know of my dear Redeemer. So that, having obtained mercy, he is merciful;
having been pitied, he pities; he has now a heart of sympathy for the sufferer,
and, instead of going into worldly frivolities, he is found by the bedside of the
afflicted and dying. And this tenderness of spirit now regulates the actions of
every-day life. He is an altered man. There is no longer the brag and boast
of worldly confidence, but there is the CAREFUL STEPPING of a grace-taught
soul.
Now, dear reader, is such a change of life and conduct yours'? "By their
fruits ye shall know them." An old Baptist minister was once asked how we
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could tell who were God's elect? His answer was significant and truthful: " By
their fruits."
" Blest are the men whose bowels move
And melt with sympathy and love;
From Christ the Lord shall they obtain
Like sympathy and love again."
VI. PURITY, WHICH LEADS TO REVELATION.
" Blessed 'are the pure in heart, jar they shall see God." -v. 8.
None can be pure in heart that have not been washed in the precious blood of
Jesus. Washings and carnal ordinances, or the blood of goats and calves, can
do nothing; it is " the blood of Christ, who, through the Eternal Spirit, offered
Himself without spot to God, that can at once purge your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God." The devout Jew would not enter into the house
of God without purification, and none can enter the presence of God to be
received by Him who are not pure. "Let us draw near (says the apostle Paul)
with a true heart, in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water." Now such is the
purity of heart which brings to the revelation of God. "They shall see God."
Some tell us that the days of revelation are gone by; but a religion without
revelation is not worth having. I know it was the revelation of Jesus that
broke me down; for, reader, I could take you to the very spot, and can name
the very time, when remission of sins was felt, and Jesus as my Saviour as
clearly realized as the revelation of that sun which now shines overhead. I
would not be without such a revelation for ten thousand worlds. " They shall
see God;" now in Christ; hereafter, Christ as God absorbed in one. Have
you, dear 'reader,thus appeared before God, trusting alone in the precious blood
of Jesus, which cleanseth from all sin? Have you felt what it is thus to be
accepted in the Beloved?
" Bless'd are the pure, whose hearts are clean
From the defiling power of sin;
With endless pleasure they shall see
A God of spotless purity."

VII. PEACE, WHICH GIVES A TITLE.
"Blessed are the peacemakers,jor they shall be called the children of God."-v. 9.
Jesus only, in the full extent of the word, is the Peacemaker. "Bat now,"
says the apostle Paul-" but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far
off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. FOR HE IS OUR PEACE, who hath
made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us."
And this precious" NOW" gains for us, beloved, access to the throne of grace,
peace with God, and a pledge of eternal salvation. Oh, then, how completely is
Jesus the Peacemaker-the Prince of Peace! and then, in the matter of personal
experience, as the believer walks onwards, he, through Jesus, enjoys a peace of
mind which passeth understanding. In unregeneracy, Satan guides a man into
strife; but, when the Lord takes him in hand, He guides him into the way of
peace. Yes, paradoxical as it may appear, the pathway of the pilgrim is one of
warfare and peace; for while, on the one hand, he has to fight sharply and
constantly with the flesh, the world, and the devil, yet Jesus gives light to them
that sit in darkness and the shadow of death, and will guide t.heir feet into the
way of peace. Hence His dear words:' " These things I have spoken unto you,
that IN ME ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but
be of good cheer; I have overcome the world."
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,. Bless'd are the men of peaceful life,
Who quench the coals of growing strife;
'l'hey shall be called t.he heirs of bliss,
The sons of God, the God of pe:.ce."
VIII.

PERSECUTION, WHICH LEADS TO VICTonL

" Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for thei! s is the
kingdom of heaven."-v. 10.
A blessed man is a branded man; his principles are sure to bring him iuto
persecution. Faith will undoubtedly have its furnace to try it, and the trial is
needful to sever the ties which bind the heart. True, in highly-favoured
England, a man of faith will not be subject to the rack and flames, as in the
dark ages of popery-although he soon would be if Rome had the power. Her
will is ever uuchanged, though circumstauces may prevent her acting. Still,
persecution will come in Borne shape or another, either from the world or
ungodly friends. We may depend upon it, if a man, in the strength of his
God, is determined to live righteously and soberly, he will have to suffer persecution. Never mind! "Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven." Oh, how sweet to look
upward, and think there is a kingdom far above yon azure sky, where I shall
be one day. I shall drop this cross I now daily carry, and have a crown I shall
eternally wear. I shall have done with toiling, to be for ever triumphing. I
shall exchange time's vanities for eternity's victory. Oh, how my soul reaches
after the prize, the conqueror's crown! and how I want to think of that time
when persecution will give way to sweet and never-ending peace. Beloved, are
you a branded man for righteousness' sake? So be it; happy are ye, for yours
is the kingdom of heaven.
"Bless'd are the sufferers who partake
Of pain and shame for Jesus' sake;
Their souls shall triumph in the Lord,
Glory and joy are their reward."
And, lastly, there is
PATIENCE, wnICH SHALL HAVE ITS REWARD.

"Blessed aTe ye, when men shall Tevile you, and pe1'secute you, and say all
manner of evil again;t you falsely, for my sa7ce. Rejoice, and be exceedill.q
glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were befol e you."-v. 11, 12.
Yes, njoice and be exceeding glad, for bow safe is such a life in comparison
with one full of worldly prosperity and pleasure. Hard, 'tis true, it seems
sometimes to bear, and nature sinks under the repeated revilings of men; but
grace is all-sufficient, and will support unto the end; and any kind of trial that
keeps the heart tender, and drives to Jesus, must be well. "So pHsecuted they
the prophets tbat were before you." No slight mercy, beloved, to have a
similar lot to such worthies as Isaiah, David, Jeremiah, and Paul, and to join
company with such in tbepathway of tribulation and tears, and finally to sit
down with them in the kingdom of heaven. Now, gather together, then.
beloved, these various characteristics which we find in our dear Redeemer's
words, and say whether they do not fit into your experience, and answer, " Yes,
I am," to the inquiry we started witb, " Am I a child of God? "
May the Lord the Spirit apply the test, for Christ's sake and honour. Amen.
Bury St. Edmund's.
G. C.
o
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" The prollch8r sought to find out acceptable words."-Eccl. xii. 10.

"IN PERILS BY THE HEATHEN."
THE following narrative, abridged from the diaries of Mr. S. Levy, who was in
charge of thp, store at Opotiki, New Zealand, and of Captain Levy, of the
schooner Eclipse, will be read with interest, supplying, as it does, many details
not contained in the account given in The Times of the 6th uIt. of the killing
of the missionary Volkner. We begin with Mr. S. Levy's account;" Feb. 2J.-Opotiki and the whole coast are in the greatest excitement, as
Potare and his followers are coming for the purpose of giving instruction in the
new religion. It is said to be his intention to put all white men to death.
" Feb. 25.. -Potare has arrived, and I have been to see him. He told me he
was very fond of the Jews, as they were once a grand people, and are now
rednced through persecution, the Maories believing themselves to be undergoing
the same process, He told Tiwai, the interpreter, that his people intend to take
the heads of all ministers, soldiers, and Englishmen, to carry as trophies to their
great prophet, Zernbbabel, at Taranaki. In the evening Kereopa, the prophet,
came in with the head of a soldier, and placed it at the foot of the wor,hip post;
the cap had on it ' 70th Regiment.' He then gave a long lecture, stating that
the ministers had been robbing them of their lands by lies, and advising them to
take to the new faith, which they proceeded to do. The natives formed in
single line, and passed nnder Polare's right arm into the church, where the forty
Taranakis who had arrived with Potare kept continually running round them,
shouting and going throngh forms of incantation until they were considered under
the influence of Potare, after which each was taken singly and swung round
until so insensible as to be unable to stand; they were then taken out on the
green, where they remained on the ground in a state of stupidity for some days,
some of them actually going for four or five days without touching meat and
drink. The natives remained in both churches all night, going through their
worship and ringing the bells, I myself sleeping in the church with them. The
most fearful scenes of barbarism and savage-like propensities were enacted during
the night.
" Sunday, Feb. 26.-Everybody in the village-men, women, and children
-converted to the new faith. Service in the church most part of the day;
Mr. Volkner's home was ransacked, and the things sold to the natives. Some
remained in the church all night, others were walking round the sacred post, but
the greater part, especially the women, after a feast at sunset, lay all night in
the open air in a state of stupidity and nudity.
" ]'eb. 27.-PotarR ldt for a place twenty-five miles off to obtain more recruits.
I found among the Taranakis John Brown, a soldier of the 57th Regiment, who
hUll been taken prisoner; he told me of the frightful scenes he had witnessed,
nng made my blood run cold. He is gone with Potare. Kereopa remains here
to carry on tbe cenmonies of the new religion. Among his first converts were
Mr. Volkner's teacber and housekeeper, men who had been with bim, and
preaching in the church during his absence for ten or twelve years.
" 111arch I.-The schooner Eclipse is outside the bar."
Captain Levy, of the schooner, now takes up the tale;"March I.-My brother Samuel came on board. He was quite agbast
when he saw the Rev. Messrs. Volkner and Grace, passengers, and told them of
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their perilous position. It was agreed for all of us to escape that nigH t·) a
certain point of the river on horses, but before night we were all ordered to go
on shore. Two or three natives rushed upon Mr. Volkaer with ropes to bind
him, but they were pushed aside by us. They told me anJ my hrother that as
they were all of our religion (Jews) we had nothing to fear, LUL the crew and
the rev. gentlemen were locked up under a guard of twenty men.
" March 2.-1 was allowed an interview with Mr. Volkner. He advised me
to give up the vessel and everything to save bloodshed, as he believed all the
natives wanted was plunder. I offered the vessel and everything in the store to
the chiefs for the lives of the two ministers; and they agreed to it, and one of the
chiefs took my coat and vest and watch and chain, and put them on his own
person, as earnest of the bargain. Two chiefs went to the rev. captives and
told them of the arrangement, and Mr. Volkner began to have more hope. But
I heard whisperings among the natives, and found that a party of them had gone
for their guns. When they arrived and heard of the goods and vessel being
given up and accepted, there was tremendous yelling, and the excitement reached
its utmost point. A party of half-castes went towards the whare, and I thought
it advisable to move out of the way. They asked for M1'. Volkner, who came
out without his hat, and then returned for it, apparently pleased, as the natives
had told him they were going to take him to a meeting. As he was walking
with them, they told him their object. The rev. gentleman then asked to stay
near the church and pray for five minutes, which they acceded to. He sent one
of the naiives for his Prayer-book, and, while this was taking place, the natives
sent on board the vessel for a block and strap, which they made fast to the topmost branches of a large willow tree, about 200 yards from the church. About
800 natives had now assembled, and Mr. Volkner was marched under the tree.
The natives took off his coat, vest, and shirt, which the principal chief, Kereopa,
put on, being quite pleased with the watch and chain. Poor Volkner manifested
the greatest calmness throughout, and shook hands with many of the natives
while they were tying his handkerchief over his e~es, and hauling him up to the
fatal hranch. The natives marvelled greatly at the tears running from
Mr. Volkner's eyes. They did not pinion either arms or legs, but left him to
dangle for nearly an hour in the air, while some of the natives were hauling at
his legs to get off his boots and trousers, sharing what was in the pockets
while he hung over them. One of the natives also put on the trousers in
the dying man's presence. ·When the body was lowered it was taken to the
church.
" March 3.-We were all assured of our safety except Mr. Grace, whose fate
Potare was to decide. A meeting was held, which I attended by the advice of
Mr. Grace, in order, if possible, to arrange a ransom for him. I offered .£500,
and then .£1,000, but it was indignantly refused, and they told me that no
money would get Mr. Grace away, as they intended to take him to Taranaki as
their slave.
" March 4.-Kereopa went to the bush, and at night the great chief Potare
returned.
" March 5.-A meeting was held in the late Mr. Volkner's church. Potare
blamed the people for hanging him without a trial, and appeared vexed that we
had been pinioned. They decided that an offer might be sent to Auckland when
the party returned from Turanga, ten days hence, to exchange Mr. Grace for
Hori Tupaea and his party, who were in the hands of the Government, my
brother and I to remain meantime as bondsmen for Mr. Grace, or else he would
not be allowed to remain at Opotiki, but be sent to Turanga. My brother
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assented. Potare wished me to go and bring my wife and family down, and
settle among them. They gave us up our schooner.
" March 8.-We found Mr. Volkner's remains still unburied, and got leave
to bury them upon some presents being made to the natives. The body is laid
close to the back windows of the church, and we fenced the grave in and placed
a headboard.
" March 15.-All the natives went some five miles up the river to consecrate
a large new pole for worship.
"March 16.-At 6 a.m. the natives who cut Volkner's head off came to my
bed, and told me there was a large steamer close in shore. I mounted a chimney,
and saw that it was Her Majesty's ship Eclipse. My brother and myself
paddled down to meet her, and told them what had occurred. The Bishop of
New Zealand a~ked me if there wa.s any hope of getting Mr. Grace. I gave
them but little hope. They asked me if I thought the steamer's boats could cut
him out. I told them the natives would have Mr. Grace miles up the bush long
before the boats could land. His lordship told me money was no object, but I
assured him it was no use offerin~ it, and entertained but little hope of recovering
him. I told him Tiwai and William King were ou shore, and he asked me to
go and bring them off, as I thought it imprudent to send a ship's boat ashore. I
left my brother on board, and went ashore with two of my men. William King
and Tiwai were gone. I went in search, but was told by Mr. Grace, who was
taking his usual walk, that the natives were gone to a meeting respecting the
arrival of the steamer. On seeing the rev. gentleman so sad, and knowing the
fate allotted to him, I made up my mind to risk my life, as well as those that
were with me, to save, if possible, the rev. gentleman. I sent to tell him if he
would walk do'wn to the point of the river I would take him in, bllt after a
thought I saw the danger of his walking in, so I told him to jump in the boat at
once, which he did. I had some serge shirts iu the boat with which I covered
him over. As he was getting into the boat the woman, who missed him from
the yard, ran to the boat, and, divining our intention, ran off to the meeting
being held ill a whare nearly at the side of the river. It was now pull for our
lives, and we did pull, the Rev. Mr. Grace being still at the bottom of the boat.
Some Maories appeared on the beach with their rifles, but, as we had the tide in
our favour, we managed to escape, and rowed our captive to the steamer. The
parties on board, seeing no person in the boat but our own party, could not
understand what I meant by singing out' He's all right!' And you may guess
they were all rather surprised on seeing Mr. Grace stand up as we went alongside. I now saw the difficulty I had got into by rescuing the rev. gentleman, as
my schooner was still inside the heads, so I immediately applied to Captain
Freemantle for a boat and crew to tow her out, to which he kindly consented,
giving me two armed boats and crews. As I was going ashore in my own boat,
I saw Tiwai standing at the heads, and at once went and took him, and found
he had been away to the meeting with William King at the time I was ashore
looking for him. He was there when the news came of Mr. Grace's escape, and
to~d me that they immediately thought he was implicated in the escape, and
proposed to shoot him, but he quietly slipped away from them into the bush, and
reached the spot from which I took him. I conveyed him to the schooner while
the steamer's boats were alongside, and found that Heremata and two others
had been on board searching for Mr. Grace, but not finding him had taken away
the canoe, which was alongside, so that the men on board should not escape.
They had no idea of my intention to take the schooner out, and went ashore to
collect more forces; but, luckily, we doubled them, and got over the bar with
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the Echooner refore there was any appearance of a great force. The men in
the boats had a heavy pul! for it, and succeeded in towing the schooner along~idp tbe steamer, where they anchored."
The party arrived in Auckland on the 19th of Marcb.

A MAIWELLOUS RESCUE.
A T the siege of Rouen, during the civil war of 1562, an officer in the
Protestant army, named Sevile, was wounded on the face by the shot of an
arquebus, and, having fallen apparently dead, was carried away with fifteen or
sixteen others. At night his servant brought a horse for his master to the foot
of the rampart, wherp, meeting the Count of Montgomery, he was informed
that Sevile was dea,] and huried. The groom, an old and faithful servant of
the h0use, imisted upon having the body to carry back to tbe relations of the
dead officer; and Montgomery accordingly sent one of his suite to show him
where the corpses had been interred. The groom immediately caused them to
he taken out of their hasty graves, but, finding them so disfigured with wounds,
blood, and clay, that it was impossible to recognize the features of anyone, he
replaced tbe bodies, and cast the earth lightly over them again. While
returning to his quarters a feeling of remorse, at the careless manner in which
he and his companions had re· interred the dead, t00k possession of him, and he
returned to tbe Fpot to cover their remains more completely, lest the dogs
should disturb their last resting-place in the nigbt. The sun had by this time
set, but, in re-covering one of the bodies, he saw, by the light of the moon, a
diamond ring, of a peculiar form, on tbe hand, and instantly by that token
recognized the corpse of his master. Being carried to an inn, Sevile displayed
some signs of life; and his faithful servant, having called several surgeons,
besought them to employ tbeir skill upon his master. The number of wounded,
however, did not allow them to employ their time upon a hopeless case, and
tlley refused to give him any attention. The groom subsequently brought a
physician, and one of Sevile's friends, who saw that, though three days had by
tbis time elapsed since that officer had been buried as dead, he stilI breathed,
and his teeth having been forced open, some wine and other nourishment was
ailministered to him. While they were labouring earnestly to restore him to'
health, tbe town was stormed and taken, and a party of the enemy searching
the house for Sevile's brother, whom tbey bad put to death without mercy,
found the wounded man, and brutally threw him out of tbe window. He fell
upon a dunghill, and some straw having been accidentally thrown over bim from
a loft above, be remained three days in this unwholesome bed, where he was at
length found, still living, by one of his cousins. He was then carried secretly
out of the town, and, under skilful treatment, perfectly recovered. He lived
for more than forty years after th! se events; and, whenever called upon to sign
l,is name, he wrote, "Francis Sevile, thrice dead, thrice buried, and thrice
hn)ught to life by the grace of God."-James's Life of Henry the Fourth of
France.
WE ought to have high conceptions of the grace and lordship of Christ, as
Lord over all our enemies, the fear of death, and the wrath of God; yea, whatsoever is terrifying: for He freed us from the fear oLevil, and giveth good hope
through grace.
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DE SIMPLE.

L" la.st month', Old .!onathan, the useful comments of" G. C.," under the title
that we employ for our heading, suggested recollections which may appear too
absurd for belief; but, with the experience of ,. G. C.," they may obtain credence
with those who know a little of the dense ignorance amongst a mixed congregation. A minister of the truth was in tbe habit of warning his people of the evil
arising from tbe much reading of religious books, which led many to neglect the
Scriptures. Upon more than one occasion he remarked that" Periodicals often
led godly people away from tbe Bible." Missing a poor old widow fr.om ber
accustomed attendance on bis ministry, she was inquired after by a member of
the congregation. Srated at a little round table, with an old family Bible before
her, sbe was occupied reading it with deep attention. She closed the book, and,
after explaining the caUEe of ber ab,ence, she pursued the track of thou;;ht
which the part she had read suggested, adding, "I bold very much with our
minister when he advises us never to read Prodigal books. For my part, I
never gave my mind to anything of the sort-novels anrl plays, anrl the like of
that. Indeed I never read well enough to unrlerstand them; but I would not
read them now if I could, for, as he says, Prodigal books lead people away from
the Bible, and do a deal of mischief. When I get tired over tbe Bible, and feel
~tupid, I refresh myself by taking a look into good books like this "--and here
she drew from the window-seat which contained her library a few odd numbers
of the Gospel Magazine. "These >feTe given me with a Jot of rubbish to burn,
by my poor old master, but I greatly enjoy reading them." Everything thac
was COITUpt and profane the poor woman evidently applied to the term Periodical.
A poor old woman (about the same time) was asked how she liked the new
preacher. She replied, "He is uncommon fine in the dictionary-it's quite
grand to hear him, though he ain't so deep in the Bible as our old parson was;
but I dare say 'tis all very good if we could understand it." A clergyman who
exchanged duty with a brother minister in Kent, in the course of his sermon
made use of the term" optics." Meeting a respectable farmer on the road home,
they fell into conversation, when the man said, "I liked your sermon grl'atly,
sir; but in these parts we say" hop poles ;" we neVH call them" hop sticks."
Not a few preachers in our day, to avoid one error, rush into another. They
imagine simplicity consists in relating anecdotes, in commenting upon the events
of the day, in trifling illustrations, and in presenting to their hearers odds and
ends of passages in their own life, and experiences personal or relative. This may
entertain newsmongers, old women, and children, for a long time; but spiritual
hearers wbo feed upon truth, and hunger after Christ, can never be satisfied
with such poor diet, nor dignify egotism with the title of simplicity.
Truly, the Lord's people have deep reason to deplore the lack of simplicity in
the present day. Go where we may for worship, we find the real is lost sight
of, and the artificial substituted. In the ('arly days of Fvangelical earnestness,
the service was said, not sung, and the clergy did not suffer from their labours.
The prevalent complaint of la,te days, the clergyman's throat, was then unknown;
th'ey entered their pulpits with hearts warmed by the love of truth and love of'
souls. They did not stand in nf'ed of small intervals of rest, while Ihe choir
invoked divine mercy in a merry tune, orprofessed their belief" that Christ will
come to be their Judge" in a flowing cadence. The Spirit bore witness to the
simple and honest testimony ft)r Christ, and signs and wonders were done in the
name of .Tt'sus. But" the fine gold has become dim," and churches of all
denominati',ns are lending their aid to the beast, to compound a worship
EE
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addressed to the senses, which shall affect the feelings, and blind the eyes to
God's truth, that touches the heart, and produces" repentance toward God, and
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ." We marvel upon one point, that when such
latitude is given to Tractarians to carry out their popish practices and do'ctrines,
there are no Evangelicals left in the land bold enough to protest against these
inroads upon simplicity. They all seem to drop quietly into the spirit of the day,
and shape the service to please the world. The devil has given up persecuting,
as unsuitable for the nineteenth century; he has turned coaxer-all his art is
combined to allure and wheedle, where formerly he tortured and burnt. The
senses are taken captive now-a-days, and souls are deceived through the eye and
the ear. Singing is become a rage, and between intoning and chanting, the
simplicity of worship is gone, and Ichabod may be written upon many a building
that is thus preparing the formalist for the next step Romeward-a breviary and
prayers in an unknown tongue. But God's elect shall escape from the beguilements of Satan, and shall take their firm stand with a despised apostle, who
said, "We worship God in the Spirit; rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no
confidence in the flesh."
L.

SCIENCE AND SCRIPTURE.
THE following declaration regarding modern scepticism has been printed.
Among the 700 or 800 signatures of the" students of the natural and physical
sciences" appended to it, are those of Sir David Brewstcr, Professor Bentley,
Dr. Hassall, and Mr. Glaisher:" We, the undersigned students of the natural sciences, desire to express our
sincere regret that researches into scisntific truth are perverted by some in our
own times into occasion for casting doubt upon the truth and authenticity of the
Holy Scriptures. We J~onceive that it is impossible for tbe Word of God, as
written in the book of nature, and God's Word written in Holy Scripture, to
contradict one another, however much they may appear to differ. We are not
forgetful that physical s.cience is not complete, but is only in a condition of
progress, and that at present our finite reason enables us only to see as through
a glass darkly; and, we confidently believe, that a time will come when the two
records will be seen to agree in every particular. 'Ve cannot but deplore that
natural science should be looked upon with suspicion by many who do not make
a study of it, merely on account of tbe unadvised manner ill which some are
placing it in opposition to Holy Writ. We believe that it is the duty of every
scientific student to investigate nature simply for the purpose of elucidating truth,
and that if he finds that some of his results appear to be in contradiction to tbe
Written Word, or raiher to his own interpretations of it, which may be
erroneous, he should not presumptuously affirm that bis own conclusions must be
right, and the statements of Scripture wrong; rather, leave tbe two side by dde
till it shall please God to allow us to see the manner in which they may be
reconciled; and, instea,d of insisting upon the seeming differences between science
and the Scriptures, it WDuld be as well to rest in faith upon the points in which
they agree."
FRO}f the dying SaviQur went forth a stream of precious blood, impregnated
with all the perfections of the Deity, which rendered bis Bleeding sufl'erings
an eternal atonement for sin, a perfect pacification to divine wrath, and a com~
plete propitiation between God and my soul.
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THREE SERMOKS ON FAITH.
BY C. H. MARS TON, M.D., DEVIZES.

No. n.
By grace are ye saved thl'ou,qh faith; and that not of yom'selves: it is the gift
of God."-El'HESIANS ii. 8.
GOD'S people shall often find it to their best interest to be looking backward;
every soul that has been brought under the teachings of God's Holy Spirit shall
find that a change has taken place in his soul. True religion is not a thing
which we bring into the world with us; we were born dead in trespasses and
sins, and such either is or has been the condition of us all. 'IVe " walked
according to the course of this world," and were under the dominion of the devil,
the prince of the power of the air; we are all by nature the children of wrath.
Now can you find that you have been thc subject of any very great change?
However you may be in the dark as to the nature of that change, or the means
by which it has been effected, can you indeed truly say there has been a changethat you cannot do what you once could do-that you have sorrows which you
once had not, and desires to which you were once stranger;:!? The course of
this world is sin, pleasure, self·righteousness : can you walk in those things, or
has your way been hedged up with thorns that you" cannot find your paths?"
Now some of you may be tried here, because you fiud your old sins dwelling in
your hearts, old lusts still raging, and old beselments too often entangling; and
yOll will often be ready to fear that your hearts can never have been changed.
But, if God's fear has been really put into your consciences, I wiII show you a
difference. As you are made to see your sins and to feel their plague, and as
guilt often oppresses you, there 'will be a burdening of your souls by Ulem; there
will be a driving you in secret before God, confessing them; the1'e will be strong
cries for pardoning mercy; there will be earnest seeking that God would subduc
your iniquities, that He would make you differ from the world, that He would
search you and try you, and bring you to the light; that He would make your
heart right, and bless you with His fear and His grace, and lead you to Jesus,
and apply His blood to your consciences, and wrap you in His righteousness,
and sanctify you by His Spirit. Now this is not the course of this world, and
you will bave to confess, if this is really your case, tbat this was not the course
in which you sometime walked. Now the apostle having led the Ephesians back
to what they had been, and how God had put His life into their souls, in the
preceding chapter leads them fartber back into eternity, and traces all this
cImnge to its source in the eternal electing love of God, in which they were
predestinateJ to the adoption of children; shows them Jesus, the great and
glorious Redeemer, through whom is made known unto us the forgiveness of
sins, and points them forward to a blessed inheritance with Him in everlasting
glory.
It is, however, my intention this evening, if God will help me, to confine
myself 10 the view of faith which the Holy Ghost gives us in this text, noticing,
1. The source of faith.
n. 'l'he means by which faith is ordinarily produced.

I. The apostle lays down the glorious lruth of salvation by grace, and points
to faith as that by which tbis salvation is realized; and then, as if to cut away
EE2

412

THE GOSP1<lL MAGAZINE.

[~cptember

1. lSC,J).

every ground upon which creature confidence 01' fleshly boasting could stand,
affirms that this faith is Dot of oUl·~elves. but the gift of Gorl. Anrl this goes to
the root of -all the profession of the present day. Most win say salvation ig of
grace; but then they say the receiving of tbat salvation-the believing in Christ,
rests with ourselves, and therefore the credit of believing lays to our account.
No, says Paul, for tbis you are debtors. The hand tbat takes salvation is a9
much of God as the salvation which He gi"es; it needeth as much the grace
and the power of God to make any man a lwliever as it needeth the power of
God to be delivering from bell, redeeming from the curse, or pntting away sin.
No flesh shall glo~y in His sight.
Our text clearly then states the truth that faith is of God, as Panl again
declares when writing to the Colos~ians: " Buried with Him in baptism, wherein
also ye are risen with Him, through the faith of the operation of Gorl, who hath
raiserl Him from the dead." The only sourre of faith. therefore, is God Himself
-the holy Three in One-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Faith is
atlributed to the Father--When Peter made his memorable confession, "Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the livitlg God," Christ answered him at once, " Blessed
art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father \\ hich is in heaven." So when Paul preacherl at Philippi, t}lere was
found one who attended to the things which re ~pokf'. Why was Lydia thus
attentive? 'Vhy did she so readily believe the word spoken? Became the
Lord had opened her heart: He had shown bel' hH need of falvation; He had
made her to believe in her own sin, nakedness, and ruin; and so applied with
rower the word of the apostle to rer soul, tbat she could indeed receive it, as it
was in truth, the word of God. Some wonld from Lydia's case have us to
believe that religion may very easily be obtained.
They say "the Lord
opened her heart;" and they cannot tell why they believed the Gosppl. They
have had no ,convictions of sin; they have had no work of the law; they have
had no trembJings at God's word; but they have just as easily passed into a
profession of religion as they would have changed the fashion of their dres~.
Poor souls! they do not know wbat it is to have the heart opened, for God's
quick and powerful, searching, breaking word to lay bare all its secrets, discover
all its misery and wretchedness, and set them upon hard crying for mercy and
salvation. Paul preached that Gospel which God had made Lydia need. Her
heart was wounded, and the Gospel was as the balm of Gilead; her soul was
naked, and the Gospel showed a robe of righteousness; her heart was filthy,
and the Gospel pointed to cleansing blood: in short, slJe was lost, and the
Gospel showed her the mighty Saviour.
But, again, faith is ascribed to tbe Lord Jesus Christ. He is called the Author
and Finisher of our faith; He is the suhject--matter of it, the Revealer of it.
"Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ," and it is through Him, out of His
fulness, that we alune receiYe it.. Hence the disciple's prayer to Him, "Lord,
increase our faith." To the Holy Ghost, too, is this faith attributed: "To
anothn- faith by the same S!irit." H(, is called the Spirit of faith; and faith is
one of the precious fruits of His production.
There are many ways in which we may prove that faith must be of GOlI : Itt. Things believed must hav!l soJt.le accordance with our senses; but man is
spiritually dead, consequently de!'litllte of those senses by which be might jucige
of Gospel truth. "The natural" l)l,a:~"i"eceiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God, neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." God
promised to Abraham a son, but he and his wife had both passed the time of
lire at which it was usual for parents to have children. Had Abrabam possessed
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no divinely given sense, he would have IH'oll<.JnJ1C1!t! it impossihle, and c,)uld uot
have believed; but, baving divine life, he could form a judgment where nature
must fail, and be believed God.
2nd. Man will not, uuless compelled, believe that wbich it would be
disagreeable to him to believe. A mi.l.u's circumstilllCes are involved; frieuds
warn bim; he does not wi.l.nt to bdieve it; and he goes on ulltil at last the
unwe!collie truth, by its own sad cOllsequences, is forced home upon him. Now
the carnal mind is enmity ag:.tiust God; man hates God, :.tnd therefore does not
wdnt to know the truth about Him. We would sooner believe evil than good
respecliug those we hate, especially if their good condemn our wruug, so lllan
hates Gud, and loveth not to bdie\·e in Hiill.
3rLI. But, beyond alllhis, there is one bu,y being, ever busy, blinding our eyes:
" Iu wlwill the Gud of this world hath blinded the minds of them that believe
not, lest tile light lif the glorious Gosp~l of Chri,t, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them." Some he bliuds by putlin~ before them a supposed
good in that which is really evil, or assuring them that the evil shall not hurt
them, as he deceived our fir5t parents. Some he bEnds by their owu righteous.
nes~, as the Pharisees of old; some by their forms of godlilless; some by error;
sollle by sound 00ctrine; some by vain presumption; some by fabe experience.
All, all, in some way or other are blinded. Will the dead lll<.\n give to hilmelf
Ilew senses? Will enmity voluntarily seek the knowledge of its hated foe?
Will the blind eye tear off its own scales, and open it5 clJsed lills to the light of
day? Then may faith be of ourselve5, but not till theu.
Let us now pass on to consider,
11. The means which God will be using in the production of this faiLh.
lst. Regeneration. Those that believe on the name of the Son of God are
born of God; and " except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
GoJ." There is an eye given that can see, an ear that can hear, and a mouth
that can taste truth.
Natural life must go before natural perception, and
spiritual life must precede spIritual perception.
2nd. The Lord will also give a new heart. It is " with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness;" but not with the natural heart, that is " deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked." It is with a new heart which God Himself
gives. " I will take away the heart of stone out of their fle:;h, and will give
them an heart of fle:;h."
This is 5uch a heal t as cau feel. God will have His
tmth to be fdt, realized truth, affecting the conscience and influencing the
mind; and therefure God gives such a heart as can be affected. You say, What
sort of a heart is this? I reply, It is a broken heart; in snch God dwells-suctl
is His sacrifice. It is a heart that can mourn with contrition, and can rejoice
with tremblings; not snch a heart as can talk about corruption, and ti.ink itself
a tip- top Christian because it can teil such a tale of its own devilishness; nor
such a heart as the fool possesseth, who rageth and is confident. Try your
religion by these things. Do you feel the plague of 5in? Are you then made
humble? Can you, who say you are viler than all be8ides, take a lower place
than others? Have you joy? Then have you a tender conscience, a holy fear
of grieving GoJ's Spirit, and a sacred reverence for His name and word? A
hard-hearted knowledge of sin, a hard-bearted coufidence, God uever gives to
His people. He whJ gives faith to believe God's testilliolJY about ourselves and
abollt the Lord Je5us Christ, will give therewith a heart that shllJl be able to
abhor. itself because of its vileness, and to repent became of Ch6st's mercy.
3nl. Another means by which God produces faith ill the hearts of His people, is
the teaching of HIS Holy Spirit. He is the Spirit of truth, by whom alone we can
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be led into all truth. "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love
Him. But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth
all things, yea, the. deep things of God. For what man knoweth the things of a
man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God Imoweth
DO man, but the Spirit of God." All that we know rightly, we only know by
the teaehing of this divine Instructor; and we need no other, for" the anointing
which we have received of Him abideth in us, and we need not that any man
teach us." What knowledge we have received from other sources is speculative
and unstable, but in that which He teaches we have confidence; and we
continue in those things which we have learned and been assured of, " knowing
of whom we have received them;" so that it is by this teaching that we are
brought into a belief of the truth, as we shall see more clearly in passing on.
4th. The powerful application of the word is one great instrumentality which
the Holy Ghost uses. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God." We question not that it is right for man to believe what God says, for
" he that believeth not, hath made God a liar;" but, for reasons before adduced,
we are quite sure that no man can in reality believe, until the word of God be
powerfully brought into contact with his conscience. By this the election of
the Thessalonians was made manifest, that the Gospel came to them" not in
word only, but in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance," so that
they were" made to turn from their idols to serve the living and the true God."
The precept cannot guide nor reprove, the doctrine will not convince nor
establish, the promise will not stimulate nor encourage, unless the Holy Ghost
be so applying the word to our souls.
But let us inquire about tbis application of the word, for I believe there are
mistakes about it. Some are sUppOSillg it to consist in some aulible voice
speaking to their ears; some judge of it by the suddenness with which it strikes
their mind: others from the special suitability which the word beJrs to their
circumstances. Now these are false grounds, for the devil himself can make
sounds; he can suddenly arrest onr attention; and our own memory is most
likely to fall upon words directly suited to any condition in which we are found.
I do not Eay that none of these things may ever be found when tbe Holy Spirit
applies His truth to our souls, but they are not infallible evidences; the true
evidence is to be sought in the spiritual exercising of the soul with the truth
which is conveyed to us in the word. Now some are more concerned with the
way in which the word came to them, than with the truth which the word
conveys; while others who have been so exercised with the truth may often
fear that they have never had the word applied, because none of these remarkable
circumstances have attended it in their case. Have I been enlightened about
my sin EO as to be humbled before God and made to confess it, to repent of it
and to forsake it? Have I ever been enlightened about Jesus, so as to learn to
desire Him more, to find Him more precious, to cleave to Him ~ore, and to
trust more in Him? Has the word ever reproved me, so as to bring me before
God, and to make me forsake wrong things? Hag it ever set me on to prayer,
to self·examination, to separation from the world? Has it ever encouraged me
in despondency, strengthened me in weakness, guided me in perplexity,
quickened me in dead ness, made me more sensibly dependent, and caused me to
be leaning more on the mighty anTI of Jesus? Has the word ever cleansed my
conscience, given me ground to plead before God, or helped me to resist the
devil? Now this is of the Holy Ghost. Another word I drop here. Some
would almost make it appear that it is the application of the word which is to
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be the foundation, npon which we must build, as though it were the application
of the word which made it true. Do not confound theM things, or your 80uls
will be in confusion. The ground on which we rest is'1'lm WORD, because it is
the word of God; not the word, because it is applied. The sense of its application may and will vary, the word of God is immutable; we must not put the
means by which the building is to be erected as the fottndation upon which the
building stands: the best evidence of truth being applied is to have that truth
living in the heart, bearing up the soul, cleansing the conscie11Oe, and making
our hearts fruitful. The application of the word is, I repeat, the means whereby
we are brought to believe; not the ground on which our faith is to rest.
5th. But the great means by which the people of God are made believers is
the inworking of the truth into their very souls. We believe that we are sinners,
for God's Holy Spirit bas made the law to enter and the offence to abound.
Sin we see, we feel, we groan under; the deceitfulness of our own desperatelywicked hearts is with some of us a matter of painful hourly experience: and
these sins of ours have been" set in the light of God's countenance;" we have
felt ourselves to be the sinners of whom and to whom God speaks-ourselves to
be the guilty whom He would by no means clear. And oh, what sighs and
groans have been forced from us, that the Lord would save; our souls have
been made in earnest, and we have proved the things of God to be weighty
realities, and the load of guilt which has pressed down our souls has made us to
know the burden of sin and the certainty of divine judgment, for God hath tried
us at His holy bar, laid us bare before His own eye, and compelled us to plead
guilty. God says, " Without me ye can do nothing," and the soul comes to the
Lord begging Him to undertake for him, and truly confessing that he is indeed
entirely dependent. God declares that He " searcheth the hearts and trieth the
reins;" and this we have been made to know when He hath lighted his candle
in our hearts, bronght to light the hidden things of darkness, and made us
solemnly confident that no one sin in thought, word, or deed, has escaped the
notice of the Most High. The child of God believes that "Holy, Holy, Holy,
is the Lord;" and that every man is brutish: for he has the bright shinings of
God's holiness in his heart, and deep discoveries of his own dreadful bmtishness.
And on the other hand, is it not with some of us, that having lost our filthy
stains in the blood of Jesus, we have been brought to believe in its sacred
cleansing power? God has shown His people how they are in the broad road to
hell, and then they fear they shall be lost; and this is beginning at the right
place. I do not think that religion worth a tin tack that begins with love,
praising God, and rejoicing in His salvation. I want to know how such have
been brought to love Him-what they know about the 116th Psalm. David
conld say what trouble he had been in-what pains and sorrows had got hold of
his soul; he conld say something about the miry clay and the horrible pit, and
what cries for deliverance had gone up from his soul, and then how the Lord
had heard him, answered, and delivered him. " I was brought low and He
helped me." So that before he rejoiced in God's salvation, he had to cry that
God would visit him with it; that He would come to him and save him, lest he
should" become like those that went down into the pit." You may say much
of that 116th Psalm belongs to Christ, and I do not deny it; but I know this, if
you belong manifestly to Christ, it will belong to you. If you don't "suffer
with Christ," you will never" reign with Him." Now one who is feelingly lost
-whQse iniquities are tco heavy for him to bear, and yet is made to confess his
sins, long, pant, and cry after salvation, shall experience the word of God to be
true, that He " keepeth mercy for thousands, pardoniD~ iniquity, transgression,
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and sin;" that there is" forgiveness with God, that He may be feared," and
tbat "with the Lord there is plenteous redempt'on." And when God reveals
His dear Son in him, he can say, .. Thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord 'God of
truth." God cha::;tens Idm Jor his siDs, n;bukes him for his iniquities, and so
makes him believe in His commandments and threatenings, even to His own
children. He restores him, brings him to confession and repentance, blesses his
soul, and purges again his conscience; so that he is made to believe in His
lo\ingkindness, His faithfullless, His invitations, and His promises. He is
brought into troubles; he is made to call upon God; the Lord in His own
good time answers and delivers him, and thus confirms and establishes his faith
again and again. By this meaus he is made manifest as being one of the " true
circumcision, who worship God iu the Spirit, rejoice if} Christ Jesus, and have
no confidence in the flesh." 'Vhatever men way say about believing. this and
this only is the way in which real faith is wrought in the heart, and, though our
experience is not at all to be the grouud upon which our souls may rest; though,
as I said about the" application of the word," it is a means of producing faith,
not a foundation for faith; yet it is very necessary that we " examine ourselv~~,
whether we be in the faith or no." Godly jealousy leading to self-examination
is good; unbelief is very Lad. To Le suspicious about. myself I have every
reason; for my heart is v(jry deceitful, and Satan will bli11l1 we if he can, but
unbelief doubt~ God's word and God's truth, and is therefore a very great evil.
May God make us very stroug ia true faith, but very cGlreful that we put no
vain confidence nor dangerou~ presuwptioll in its place. Amen.

mlorbs in

~enson

for tbnse iuyo art ~(l1fatll.

"Comfort the feeble-winded, suppurt Lue weak."-l TheHs. v. 14.

MUSINGS AND

GLEANINGS.

THE BROTHERHOOD OF AFFLICTION.

Two ideas are enfolded in lh"se words: first, the persons that make up the
brotherhood; secom1, the feeling of brotherhood so often and so hellJfullyexperienr-ed by the afflicted.
The persons who have known affiiction, how many! Since the day in which
sorrow entered the world through the door just opmlPd by sin, who amongst the
children of A(~am has known entire freedom from affiiction ?
But the idea to be here dwelt upon is not that of trouble or sorrow, generally
cOllsidered, but somewhat monl of thiit which the Psalmist had in view when he
sang, " It is good for we that I have been afflicted." It was not that the pain
or atlliction was good as mere pain or affliction, but good because God's hand
had been seen in it, therein dealill,l( graciously with His servant, because dealing
correctiv~ly and illstructively.
When our way is so hedg~d up with thorns that
we are turned back upon· God HilUiSelf, then may we bless Hirn for every
prickle, however wauy swal'tS aud aches they co,t us.
All belonging to this" brolh,rhuod of aftliction" are God's own children;
and, although theJ' lament deeply tlw wUlluerin;;s that gave occasion for the
chastising rod, yet lllay they rejuice ill ~ach Stl ipe which shows them to belong
to the chosen family, iuasmut;h as they ore eviJeutly partaking of the family
discipline. Let us inquire of ourselves, lheu, os tu the character of our afliictious,
as shown by the result. Are we thereby brought iuto submission to God, or
disposed to rebelliou against Hirn ?
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Wl,at a feeling of Lrotherhood is experienced by those who are assured tha,t
they are put into "the fining pot" together. How encouraging those gentle
whisperings of fellow-sufferers, " Fear not, faint not; the Refiner's eye is upon
us; He ' sits' ill attentive watching, and with never-failing judgment will seize
the precise moment of perfect purifying, or the accomplishment of His design to
bless us with some spirituill gift."
.
Precious, indeed, is Christian brotherly sympathy. Tlle sympilthy of Jesus is
alone efficient in all-sustaining streugtll, but under His blessing the sympathy of
the brotherhood is very helpful, and is more !lleasurable by human language
than is the sympathy of the Hecleemer: this is iUlleed felt in a degree and way
that cannot be expressed. Especially is this fonnd to be the case in a time of
bereavement. Theu Jesus, who" wept o'er Lazilrus dead," Call alone be the
all-powerful Consoler; but there is a deep-seated craving for human sympathy,
too, and a desire to know how others went throngh trial which is felt to be so
sore. Nature and faith are felt to be in direct opposition to each other.
Some years ago, when visiting one of the ma.ny pleasant watering-places on
the south coast of England, it was my privilege to be introduced to a Christian
family that had recently suffered the stroke of severe bereavement. They knew
where to louk fur cunsolatiun, and they looked in the right direction. They
could take the full measure of the comfurt embodied in those words, written so
long ago, but gifted with perpetual freshness in the heart-experience of the
bereaved, "Them that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him." But while the
bereaved ones thus sought aright for consolation in looking to Jesus, yet was it
interesting to note what increased value was set upon those writings which
recorded the experience of the brotherhood of affliction in like circumstances.
Amongst other pieces thus peculiarly prized, was the following beautiful contrast
between
NATURE AND FAITH.
lYe wept; 'twas Nature wept, but ]<'aiLh Nature murmurs, Faith gives meekness;
Strength i8 perfected in weakness.
Can pi~rce beyond the gloom of death,
Nature writhes, alid hate8 the rod;
And in yon world, 80 fair and bright,
]<'ailh looks up, and blesses God.
Behold thee in refulgent light.
vVe miss thee here, but faith would Sen8e looks downward, ·~'aiLh above;
ratller
l'lwt see~ harshness-this see8 love.
Know thou art with thy heavenly Father. Oh, let ]<'aith victoriou8 beLet it reign triumphant.ly.
But thou art gone-not lost, but flown ;
Nature sees thy body dead,
Faith beholds the spirit fled;
Shall I ask thee back, my own PNature stops at Jordan'8 tide,
Back, and leave thy spirit'8 brightness;
Faith beholds the otber side.
Back, and leave thy robes of whitene88;
T/wt but hears farewell, and sigh8;
Back, and leave thine angel mould;
This thy mansion in tfie skies.
Back, and leave those streets of gold;
Nature mourns a cruel blow,
Back, and leave the L1Dlb WllO feed8 tllce;
Faith assures it is not so;
Back from founts to which He lead8 thee;
Nature never sees thee more,
Back, and leave thy heavenly Father;
]<'aith but sees thee gone before;
Back to earth and sin P No! rather
'Would I live in solitude;
Nature tells a dismal 8tor.v,
Faith has visions full of glory;
I would not ask thee if I could;
But patient wait the high decree
Nature views the change with sadness,
]<'aith contemplates it with gladness.
That calls my spirit home to thee.
Surely the writer of these lines, whoever that may be (I know not the nalDe),
has here given us an animating, soul-stirring strain, and one which proves bet:er
than anything which can be further said here, the value of brotherhood in afiliction, inasmllch as the experience of trial and the triumph of faith are here so
well set forth.
ETA.
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~iIgdm ~aptrs.
A SIN·FOHGlVING GOD.
PART 1.
" Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the
transgj'ession of the j'emnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His anger for
ever, because He delighetth in mercy."-MIOAH vii. 18.
GREAT as the declaration is, yet how true are the words of the prophet, as every
living member of the Church of God is daily constrained to acknowledge when
they remember what they are by nature, and how they have gone astray like
lost sheep, turning everyone to his own ways, fulfilling the desires of the flesh
and of the mind, neglecting those eternal realities which make for their peace
and happiness, not only in this world but that which is to come: well might the
apostle Paul, when writing to another branch of the Church, say, "0 foolish
Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth?" and
again, " How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation?"
Our text is addressed to a particular people, and will bear reading two ways:
first, in the manner already given, and secondly, backwards. As observe1st. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ delights in mercy.
2nd. He restraineth not His anger for ever.
3rdly. It is the remnant of His heritage who have transgressed, and upon
whom this mercy is bestowed.
4th. A full and free pardon is promised.
Can we, therefore, wonder at the prophet Micah, when contemplating what
our Lord is to the Church, exclaiming, "Who is a God like unto Thee?" That
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is thus addressed, few if any can doubt when
they remember that it is through Him pardon is obtained and peace procured,
for His remnant of the House of Israel, not literally, for all are one in Christ,
both Jew and Gentile-the whole election of grace.
The important inquiry we have first to notice is, "Who is a God like unto
Thee? And here language fails to portray or give an answer. History, however
faithful, can only chronicle facts that have occurred, and show the wonderful
workings of a holy God. Prophecy, as it is revealed, only makes the inquiry
more perplexing. If we speak of His almighty power in creating out of nothing
the beautiful globe upon which we dwell, developing with such almighty exactness
every part, and placing all in its proper position-the vast mountains, the
extensive plain, the beautiful vallies-it may suggest omnipotency, and the
power of a divine presence; and, if we contemplate the starry heavens, with the
sun to rule by day and the moon by night, again we are lost: imagination is
too feeble to suggest an answer, We can but wonder at and admire the vastness
of the eternal mind who spoke to darlmess, and said, "Let there be light, and
there was light." Again let us behold the waters that surround this terrestrial
sphere, the constraint that is put upon them from deluging the earth, their
):lOunds being all set with, a " thus far shalt thou go and no further;" the fish
that are contained therein, from tbe enormous whale to the small minnow; the
l'ocks that are beneath; the coral bed and under currents, which defy tbe art of
man in fathoming the great deep j the sands on t he sea shore, multitudinou~ and
varied as they are, incomprehensible to the finite mind to calculate, yet they are
all numbered. The very air we breathe defies science, to say whence the winds
come from or whither they go; but all speak of the Great God, and leave us
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short of an answer to our text, " Who is a God like unto Thee?" But we will
lei1ve these wonders in creation, and endeavou.r to bring our inquiry into a more
practical one, and reduce the question into a limited form, in the hope that our
finite minds·may be taught in some measure what we cannot comprehend.
Our inquiry is, " Who is a God like unto Thee, ill LOVE?" Surely, if it were
possible, all the patriarchs, and prophets, and every redeemed soul now in glory,
would come forth and testify to this essential attribute of J ehovah. That God is
LOYE: witness the covenant of grace, when a Triune God ordained in the
counsels of eternity the salvation of lost ruined sinners, with aU the ignominy
and suffering it would entail upon the Surety, before the debt could be paid, that
they might go free. The vastness of the guilt thus undertaken cannot be under3tood; it is past comprehension, neither can we approximate to it by comparing
our own sins with those of others, and so attempt to accumulate a total: this
would indeed be forming a narrow estimate of the sins of the whole elect world;
lmt this we can say in the language of our dear poet"How huge the heavy load of all,
ViThen only mine's so great."
Notwithstanding, " God so loved the world that He gave His only. begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life;"
and the love of Jesus to His bride the Church was equal to that of God the
E';tther and the ever-blessed Spirit, as the Triune is one eternal love-one in
essence, one in power, though distinct in its operations. But
"To comprehend the great Three-One,
Is more than highest angels can;
Or what the rrrillity has done,
From death and hell to ransom man.
" But all true Christians this may boastA truth from Nature never learnell-

H

That Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
'1'0 save our souls are all concerned.
The Father's love in this we find
He made His Son our sacrific~ ;
The Son in love His life resigned,
The Spirit of love His blood applies."

Observe the readiness of the Saviour to undertake the office-character of
l{edeerner, so full of love to man's lost race; aUlI, remembering the weakness of
all former sacrifIcial offerings, says, " Sacrifice and offerings Thou wouldest not,
but a body hast Thou prepared me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin
Thou hast had no pleasure. 1,0 I come to do Thy will, 0 God. He taketh
away the first that He may establish the second. By the which will we are
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."
Again, the words of our text present themselves, " Who is a God like unto
Thee ?" May each of u~ realize them in OUt' own hearts, by the power of the
holy and ever-blessed Spirit.
"Ve will now proceed to our second clause, " That pardoneth iniquity." Here
the holy law of God steps in~iniquity; all flesh is heir to it; it is their very
birthright: "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God."
" This lurking leaven ferments the mass,
"When Adam by transgression fell,
All nature's sick, err-ation's spoiled;
And conscious :tied His Maker's face,
Each sin-infected sire, alas!
Link'd in clandestine league with hell,
Begets a sin-infected child:
He rnined all his future race:
'1-hus 'propagation spreads the curse,
The seeds of evil once brought in
And man, born bad, grows worse and
Increased and filled the world with sin.
worse."
Every day of bis life only adds to the dark account. And here take notice that
God not only observes outward sins, in which there is much difference; for
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some ledd ~uch a moral life that before their fellow man they appear to walk
blameless: but the holy Jaw of God descends to the hidden sins of the heart,
the thoughts and desire" the "lust of the eye and the pride of life," which
St. John says is " not of the Father, but of the world, and the world passeth'
away and the lusts thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever."
But, when the sinner is made dead to the law, antl that to Him through the
quickening power of the Holy Ghost, whereby a new heart is given, and the
beart of stone removed, which never was capable of receiving any influence of
divine grace, he is enabled to feel that which he was a stranger to before,
namely, contrition and sorrow on account of sin; and now begins the conflict
between the old Adam nature and the new lUan of grace-a neW principle is
communicated, which wars against the flesh, but" thanks be uuto God, who
giveth us the victory, through our Lord aud Saviour Jesus Christ." Then Jesus
becomes our only hope, offended justice may make his demand, but
t<

Our Captain is stronger tLan all that oppose,"

and says, Charge it all to me, however great the guilt; whatever the debt, I have
paid the ransom. The law is silenced, for the Surety being without sin, neither
guile found in Him. fully, freely, au,l for ever Ius put away sin by the neverfailing sacrifice of Himself', and brought in a cllmplete atonement, whereby Gud
is satisfied, the sinner justified, aud the law appeased. How precious the knowledge of so great a salvi1tion is to every de<ir child of God. Thus" He pardOlleth iniquity." Again we say, " Who is a God like unto Thee?"
Our third particular is "the passing by the tran<gressioll of the remnant of
His heritage ;"and here we would observe, that·"· the earth is the Lord's, and
the fulness thereof." It is all His IH·ritage: all is His by creation, for the
"worlds were made hy Him, and without Him was not anything made that
was made;" but the difference lies here, all are not his by adoption; an~), It'st
we should give offence to any, as appearing to limit the mercy of God, (,1'
draw a distinction where none is made, we will read the third claustl of vur
text again, as we desire the Bible-every word of whicD. we believe to bA the
inspired word of God-to spedk, and not ourselves. "And passeth by the
transgression of the ltEMNANT oj His heritage." \Ve do not garble the sentence,
or form it to suit any precouceiyed notions, but qllote it literally; and what conclusion can we come to but that Christ has a Church which, though OF the
the world, are nut THE world? There is a great distinction here between the
preposition of and the definite arricle the, and embraces a fundamental doctrine
in the word of God wll'ch may be discovered in two othtr words, namely, good
and bad; the preposition al!udes to the first: the article to the latter; the
furmer the promised seed of whi~h Sal'ah is the mother; the latter, children of
the bond woman Hagar; J aCJb and Es.lIl bc'Ulg t)'pes, the firot beluved, the last
hated, and that before their n,llUral l,irlh was accomplished: as we read, " the
elder shall serve the younger," for" Jacub have I loved, but Esau hltve 1 ha.ted."
The one belongs to Vie remnant, the other tu the world; and our text affirms
He pas6eth by the tran'gression of His rewnant, being His not only by pnrchase,
but predestinated from eternity to lJe suns, adupted by Jesus in His mediatorial
character, redeemed by Him whell He titood in their law ruom and stead, "dying
the just fol' the uuju t, that He might briJJg tiinners unto Gud, Ly whom they are
justili,·J freely frum all thiJJgs." The condemniug power of sill is put away; it
shalluo more be brought into n:llll:III Lmuce. Nay, if suught fur it shall not be
found, as saith the lJruphet Isaiah: .. But Thou hast ill love to my soul delivered
it from the pit of corruption, for Thou hast cast all my sins behind Thy back."
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Hence the language of our text, He "passeth by the transgression of His
remnant." Well might David exclaim-and may we he privileged to do so also
- " Such know.letlge is too wonderful for me. It is hi2h; I cann0t attain to it.
Marvellous are Thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well." What a
IUHCy it is n0t left for onr natural understauding to find out, but is revealed to
every cbild of grace. Their knowledge may appear small, and growth almost
unperceived ; but it is no less sure, because spiritual life is communicated tbat
cau never die, the root being Christ Jesus, who says, "Becau,e I live ye shall
Jive also."

THE SYROPHENICIAN WOMAN; OR, THE SUCCESSFUL
APPLICANT. *
" And she said, Truth, Lord: Yet the dOils eat of the crumbs which fall from
thei1' masters' table,"-MATT. xv. 27.

"VE have often been struck with the II've aUtI courage of Dc Kane :In,i his
party, as recnrde<1 in his Arctic explorations: travelling mile after mile, dr;l~gir.g
a sledge with thrm ovpr wastes of snow, that they might plant their caches of
pellllllican an,{ other provisions; that so, jf the poor wanderers they were seeking
shonld pass thllt way, they might be kept fmm starvation. But how much more
afl'ecting is it to cOlJtemplate Christ, in the midst of the Arctic regions of this
world's desolations, travelling hither and thither to deposit by word and example
tbe bread d liLo Here anu there, now and again, a chilu of faith would meet
Him, like a solitary hesperis, ami,l the snows of our moral winter, whose beauty
and fragrance refreshed him; and sueh, no doubt, was His experience Oll meeting
with the Syrophenician, whose memorable reply we have cited above; and
whose spirit aud conduct we would seek to apply to our spiritual profit. Aml
we woul,l first notice
HER ZEAL.-Sbe "came Ottt" to meet Christ; she was willing to exert
herwlf; she did not wait for Christ to come to her-she went to Him; but how
lIlany professing Christians are there who appear too sbthful to seek a blessing,
even from the hand of God. Through the p 1lblic ministrations of His word He
showers down I-lis favours; but they are not prepared to make any effort to
reach the place where they are so richly and freely vouchsafed; the pearls of
truth literally cover their path, but jt appears almost too much trouble for them to
stoop and pick them up. Alas! fl\r the condition of such; and who can wonder at
their poverty? but the day will come when they shall mourn for those privileges
which th"y now despise. This poor woman "came out;" she left her home.
She h~d doubtless heard of the f,tme of Chri,t, anll was willin~ to pat Him to
the test. If we would receive a blessing from Christ, we must not be content
with simply hearing of Him, we must come to Him: we must be willing to
forsake lhe world-to be singular, if need be; to p:1rt with our prejudices, our
crude notions, traditional flreeus, darling sins, indeed, with everything which we
discover to be opposed to our spiritual progress. For thus speak the lips of
love: ., Come ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord;
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and I will be a Father
unto yOll, and ye shall be my daughters, saith the Lord Almighty."
Observe, further, that this woman did not come to Christ under the influence
of a mere vague curiosity; but to stele a favour from Him, She came intolli'" From" Lessons from Jesus."
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gently to accomplish a certain object; and were the thousands who go forth
merely to hear a preacher's voice year after year, from custom or from habit, but
moved to seek an interview with Christ, how soon would our moral petri-.
factions begin to melt, and the wastes of Zion begin to rejoice and blossom as
the rose.
HER FAITH.-She came to CHRIST-she did not go first to His disciples, but
came direct to Him, and let all who are but just beginning to inquire after truth
imitate her example: let such, with prayer and supplication, go at once to the
great Teacher Himself. He invites such: "Take my yoke upon you, and
I.EARN OF ME," He says, "for I am meek and lowly in heart." Oh, what
trouble and perplexities would many have escaped if, at the commencement of
their religious career, they 11tH] but gone direct to Christ, as the great Teacher of
His people! But they went first to the disciple3, forgetful of their Lord, antI
from trusting to the judgment of those who were not competent to guide them,
were led from the truth, as well as kept from the enjoyment of that pardon and,
peace they were so anxic,us to possess. Let the sincere inquirer, therefore, take
heed, and not put the servant in the place of the Master; but search the Scriptures for himself, and pray for the teaching of that gracious Spirit whose especild
work it is to take of the things of Christ and show them to His disciples.
Observe, too, how this woman came. We are not aware that she bacl either
precept, promise, or example to encourage her: she was" a woman of Canaan ;"
she had no legal claim to the favour she sought; literally she was not a child of
Abrabam; yet she came. Oh, what an example to many morc favourably
circumstanced; and how does her faith reprove their unbelief! Who among
tbose who hear the Gospel can say that they have neither precept, promise, nor
example to encourage them to come to Christ; and yet how doubts and fears
perpetually rob many of them of their joy. We have no ri,r;ht to go to Christ,
say they: His precepts, promises, and commands refer to saints; we are not
such. Then go as sinners-go as the poor woman-determine willt the poet" I can but perish if J go.
I am resolved to try;
For if I stay away, I know
I must for ever die,"
• HER PRAYER.-She cried, "Have mercy on me, 0 Lcrd, Thou Son of
David." She recognized His dominion and diguity uy calling Him LOItD; and
also His authority to save as tbe Messiah of His people. She hadlearneLl something of His cbaracter, and her trouble furnished her with a prayer; she prayed
earnestly, too, because her trouble pressed heavily. Heal prayer is the offspring
of necessity, the cbild of penury uncI want. :lV1any come to God's house, and,
where Christ is preached and dispenses His favours, but are not blessed because
tbey do not pray; tlley receive not because tll('y ask IJOt; or ask uucler the
influence of mere fOlmality. This poor woman cried unto the Lorel; she was
earnest. "I cried unto the Lord," says the Psalmist: many pray who do not
cry to the Lord. "Have mercy upon me," she exclaimed; no doubt her
neighbours bad heard of the Saviour as well as hersdf, but perhaps they had no
sorrow in their dwellings, as certainly they had no faith in their hearts; alllI
hence they came not to Him who only can save. It is a sense of their need of
mercy which makes men cry to the Lord, which gives eloquence to their words,
and dictates those petitions which move the heart, and command the help of
Christ.
HER IMPORIUNITY.-" Jesus answered not a word;" but she did not despair,
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but went tQ His disciples to get them to intercede with their Lord-and in our
distresses it is well to seek the prayers of our brethren; delay, however, is not
denial with the Lord. "Our time," He tells us, "is always ready;" but He will
try the faith of His people; "The Lord trieth the righteous." If we would be
really blessed of the Lord, the determination of Job must be ours, "Though He
slay me, yet will I trust in Him." Though our trials should be severe, and our
prayers remain unanswered, we must continue to pray. ,Ve must imitate the
poor woman who came back again and worshipped Him, saying, "Lord, help
me!" Let not the silence of Jesus disc0urage us, for thus He frequently deals
with His people, to constrain them to more importunity with Him; He delights
to help them, but He loves them to seek His aid, and to take no denial.
HER HUMILITY AND ARGUMENT.-" It is not meet to take the children's
bread and to cast it to dogs I"~ ,Vhy, this is worse than silence; surely the poor
woman DlUst have thought this a hard speech from the lips of LOVE. Our
Saviour was not content simply to call her a dog, but in order to give full force
to His rebuff, and to test her faith, He says, "It is not meet to take the
children's bread, and to cast it to dog•." She would understand this, howevar poor and illiterate, for she was a mother. She knew how she felt when she
looked upon a dog, and what were her feelings when she gazed upon her child.
She could appreciate, therefore, the full force of OUl' Saviour's words. "There
are some upon whom He looks as I look upon my child; there are others upon
whom He looks as I do upon a dog; most assuredly I am among the latter. 'It
is not meet to take the children's bread and to cast it to dogs.' No, it is not meet;
how could I bear to see my child's bread taken from her to be given to a dog 1"
What will she do? She understands Him well. " TRUTH, Lord! I am all
Thy words imply-a sinful creature-I deserve Thy scorn-I have no claim
upon Thy love-I am not a child, nor have I any right to participate in the
blessings of Thy chosen. Truth, Lord! although Thy words condemn, and all
but quench my hope, still Thou art LORD, and hast a 1'i9ht thllS to address me,
and to reject my plea: for known to Thee are aU my ways; and all Thy words
are truth. I am a dog-be this admitte<l; wilt Thou not permit me to use my
misery as an argument with Thee? Do not the dogs eat of the crumbs which
f'lll from their masters' table ?" Oh, misery, how ingenious art thou! Oh,
necessity, thou lust an eloC],llence no artifice can counterfeit! Formality never
pleaded thus with Christ: hunger will eat its way through stone walls, and put
a plea into the lips of ignorance itself; want makes the poor speak well, and
gives grace and vigour to their words. It is said, this woman's countrymen were
celebrated for their wit; her daughter's sulIerings doubtless stimulated hers,
and taught her how to make an ugly proverb plead her cause. A burdened
beart will freC],uently brighten up the mind, and make e,-en the lips of utter
helplessness grow bold. "Even' the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from
their masters' table.' Wilt Thou let this privilege be mine? I do not ask a
loaf, but a crumb; what, then, wilt Thou deny me this? It is but the refuse
of Thy mercy I implore: I will not rob Thy cllildren, nor will I take their
place; I will sit beneath Thy table, Lord, jf I may baye a crumb. Most
gladly will I take the dogs' place; with joy I'll sit with them, if I may have
their fare-' a crumb.' I know it is more than I deserve, but oh, a crumb
is life! Mere sinful men will let their dogs have these; and wilt Thou let
Thy mercy be outdone by such ?" Sweet eloquence of want! Humility,
how forcible thy words! This woman will prevail; have we her spirit? How
many a professing Christian would be offended with the language addressed
to her, though from the lips of Christ! What, call us dogs? We are no
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worse than others. Reader, be not deceived. What saith the Won!? "But
we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnes~es are as filthy rags;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us
away." Does this declaration agree with thy experience? Did Christ call
thee a dog, wouldst thou respond, " Truth, Lord"? Hast thou so deep a consciousness of thy depravity that it would not offend thee, but rather lea,i tbPA to
turn thy misery into It plea with the Lord, that tbe crumbs of His mercy might
be thine? Oh, remember it is written, that the "poor shall be fillpd, but the
rich sent empty away." Learn the secret of success with the Lorrl from the
distressed Syrophenician ; truly confess thy depravity and guilt, and throw thyself
entirely on His unmeritpd favour alone.
H~:R SUCCESS.-" 0 woman, great is thy faith!"
Scarcely wa') the admission made when the answer came. And why is the answer to om" prayers so
frequently delayed? Is it not because the heart is too proud to admit the truth
of our condition? The silence of Jpsus is the silence of love; He Rees that a
speedy answer would spoil His work. The heart frequently requires more
bruising than we imagine, in order that the truth in open acknowledgment may
come freely from our lips.
" 0 woman, great is thy faith!"
His rough rpply only added to its vigour;
His discipline did but develop its latent strength. He knew that it would; the
character of her faith was well known to Him when first her cry fell upon His
ears; but He would have this appear, that others might be profited by her exnnple.
He commended the faith that would not take a r~fusal. Jesus loves the faith
which cleaves to Him in the storm, that strives to grasp His hand when tbe
waves of guilt and sorrow slI'ive to Ieosen the soul from its anchor; that will
rest upon His word wben reason declares there is no bope, and unbelief gives
up all for lost; a faith that the changes of life cannot wither, nor despair
overcome; that ever exrlaims, " Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him."
"Gr~at is thy faith."
And what was the character of that faith which
Jesus commendI'd? It stood connected with zeal, childlike simplicity, importunate prayer, profound humility, and unwavering confidence in the ability of
Christ to grant what was sought. If we have such a faith, though we have not
the assurance of faith, and though we cnnnot say positivrly that Christ is ours,
let us take hped that we properly estimate its value, nor look upon that as
a common thing which brings commendation from the lips of its great Author.
" Be it unto tbee as thou wilt." What a god-like declaration is tlJis 1 Her
faith had entreated Him as LORD, and He now arldresses her as such. "Be it
unto thee as thou wilt." "Satan shall be dethroned, and thy daughter shall
be healed. I am overcome by thy faith; thy will is mine own. I throw the reins
into thy own hands; my love grants thy request." 0 mint, what a God thou dost
serve! 0 sinner, what a Saviour thou dost despise! " Be it unto thee even as
thou wilt." "Thy faith can he trusted; it will dictate that which is right."
Illustrious woman! she has conquered the King of kings and Lord of lords; all
the perfections of Deity now come forth to her help; Omnipotence moves at her
bidding to effect her desirl-J, and her will for a time is as the will of God. Even
so sball it be with all who come to the Lord possessed of the same faith, and
clothed with the same humility; who plead with the same importunity, and
wait upon Christ in tbe exprcise of th,e fame grace.
CHRIST jiving, Christ obeying, Christ dying, Christ risen, Christ ascended, and
CLrist iott rceding for sinDer~; this is the breau of life.
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A RECIPE
FOR EVEltY NEW-BORN CHILD OF OOD. TO BE USED EVERY MORNING, BY WAY OF
KEEPING THE SOUL IN HEALTH, AND FROM INHALING ANY OF THE FESTILENTIAI,
EFFI,lJVIA OF SARELLIANISM, AKD EVERY OTHEH, "ISM" Ol" HERBSY, 'VHICH, LIKE THE
THICK ~'OGS OF I,ONDON, CLOUD THE PUlm ATllOSPEERE OF TilE CHURCH IN THE
PRESENT AWFUL DAY OF MUCH I'ROFESSION, nUT LITTLll VITAL GODLINESS.

TAKI~ of tbe first cbapter of t.bc Epistle to the Ej'Jhc~ians, the 3rd, 4th, 5tb, and
6tb verses, whicb are as f"llow : -

Verse 3rd. Blessed be tbe God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ:, who bath
hlessed us wit.h all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
4tb. According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of tbe
world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in
luve :
5th. Ilaving predestinated us unto the adoption of children by .Tesus Christ
to J;Iimself, according to the good pleasure of His will,
6th. To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us
accepted in the beloved.
Let l110se verses be committed unto t.he m9ffiory; let tbem be well digested
and fed upon, until, like the prophet, the child of God can say: "Thy won1s
were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing
of my heart" (Jeremiab xv. 16; see also Ezekiel iii. 3).
Then add tbe sixteenth verse of the 8ec·)nd chaptl'r to the Hebrews; and after
that, the tbird verse of the first chapter of the same Epistle. The wurds are : Verse 16th. }<'or verily He took not on Him the nature of angels ; but He took
on Him the seed of Abraham.
3rd. Who being the bri~hl.ness of His glory, and the express ima~e of His
person, aud uphulding all thin~s by 111e word of His power, when
He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of
the Majesty on high.
Let these precious Scriptures be well mixed with the former, and taken together
with them. Aud Itt the new-born child of God feast upon them by faith, until he
finds the same blessed dfects as tbe L·)fd Jesus declared of His Churcll: "Thy
lips, 0 my spouse," said Jesus, "drop as the honeycomb: honey and milk are
under thy tongue; and the smell of thy garments is like the smell of Lebanon"
(Songiv.ll).
And, Jastly, by way of cuncoction to the whole, let tllere be joined with the
fon'going ingredients from Seriptnre, the 4th, 5th, and 6th verses of the third
chapter of Paul's Epistle to Tltus. The words are;Verse 4th. But after that the kindness and love of GJd our Saviour toward mau
appeared,
5th. Not. hy works of righteousness whieh we have done, bnt according to
His mercy He saved us, by the wasbing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost;
6th. Which He shed on us abundantI,? tllrough Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Now when these blessed port.ions of the word of God are blended together in
one, and like the holy oil of the sanctuary, as Scripture expressetll it (Exod.
xxx. 35). "are made a perfume, a confection, after the art of an apothecary,
tempered together pure and holy;" and, if graciou,ly applied "to the fleshly
tables of the heart by the Spirit of the living God" (2 Cor. iii. 3), the whole will
prove a sovereign catholicon to the soul of every new-born child of God, to
keep the soul in heal1h, and to repel all the pestilence of heresy.
FF
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Aud let the new-born child of God mark, aud consider well, the gracious mode
by which this divine medicine operates.
The first of these blessed portions from the Ephesians proves the Person of
God the Father, and his everlasting love to the Church in Christ. He, and He
only, as thia Scripture declares, chose, adopted, anel accepted the Church in
Christ. And these were personal acts of God the Father, in which the Son and
Spirit took no part.
The second of these blessed 'portions from the Hebrews doth 38 plainly
and as decidedly prove that the assumption of our nature by God the Son,
and the redemption of our nature by God the Son, were as express personal
acts of the Son of God, as those before declared of the Father, ancl in
which neither the Person of the Father nor the Person of the Holy Ghost, took
part.
And the third of these blessed portions from the Epistle to Titus doth as
clearly show that the act of regr.neration is the express personal work of God
the Holy Ghost, and as truly a proof of His Person and Godhead as those
mentioned before of the Father and of the Son. And the whole taken together
form the sweetest testimony in the heart of the new-born child of God, "that
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 'Word, and the Holy
Ghost: and these three are one" (1 John v. 7).
Let the new-born child of God, who finds grace from the Almighty Remembrancer of Christ Jesus (John xiv. 26) have these blessed Scriptures in memory.
Let him morning by morning, before he goeth forth into the worlel, sweetly
repeat them, and feast upon them, in bis soul; and tbey will not only keep him
from the pestilence of the day, but fill bis soul "with joy and peace in believing,
abounding in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost."
Plymouth, Charles Vicarage.
ROBEET HAWKER.

"ASK, AND YE SHALL HAVE."
MATT.

I

to realize, day by day,
'rhe power of J asu's blood;
I want to lead a holy life,
And never stray from God.
I want a closer walk with God,
To von bright worlds above;
And, dead to earth, 0 keep mc, Lord,
And fill me with Thy love.
I own I'm guilty, lost, undone,
The feeblest of Thy saints;
Yet for 'I'hy promise sure I know,
'l'hou heedest my complaints.
o Lord, my wants are numberless j
I bring them all to Thee;
]'or in Tby precious word I've read,
Thy promise full and free.
WANT

vii. 7.
Ask, and .ye shall have, was spoken;
Dv the Lord when below:
Sav~d with J chovah's shalls and wills,
I am safe from all woe.
Should bitterest foes beset me,
Crush the heart in its prime j
Immanuel willne'er deceive meI am His-He is mine.
If pain or sickness, trial or want,
My weary steps attend j
Still, still to Thee, my God, I'll cling,
To 1'hee'my- soul commend.
I long to reign with Thee, my Lord,
IV"here sorrow is unknown j
But quell the will, and make me say,
"'I'hy will, not mine, be done."
NELL.

CnRIST died as fully to sanctify us, and to rmew us in the spirit of our
mindS, as to justify us from overy charge.

,~,
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THE LATE BURGLA.RY AT THE EDITOR'S HOUSE.
THE annexed letter, we donbt not, will be read with lleep interest. Indeed, we
believe that many, many tears will be shed over it, and OUt' God, for the rich
displays of His wonderful love and mercy, magnified and adored.
Vve have been censured by some for the course we were led recently to pursue,
ill recommending the convicted to the mercy of the Court. We could not-we
durst not-do otherwise. H'ld we left the law to tako its extreme coms'! in
regard to the prisoners, we should have left that assize court pained and agonized
to the extreme. No, we felt, as we sat for two long days at those assizes,
witnessing prisoner after prisoner standing at that bar, "Who maketh thee to
differ, and what hast thou that thOll Imst not received?" One felt, too, that one
had children-and who knows, should they be left of God, into what acts Satan
and tbeir own hearts may lead them?
We shall never forget our feelings when looking into the cell, and speaking to
the female prisoner, after she and her companion in crime lJa'1 been committed
for trial. From our inmost heart we pitied that poor hapless creature. 'When,
subscquently, they were arraigned at the bm' of the assize court, most truly
grieved were we that they should be arraigned there on any charge of ours. It
was only a sense of duty to onb's fellow-men that prompted oue to proceed
against them at all; and, as it was, they suffered from tlJree to four months
imprisonment for their misdeeds.
'l'he principal witness against the male prisoner was his own sister. He had
brought to her, and requested that they might be secreted, some of the stolen
articles. In her box they were found; and she, to save herself and widowell
mother at whose house she lived, was compelled-to state how she came by them.
The man was verily guilty, because he kept one of those wretched beer-shops in
which thieves are harboured. It was on this account the police were so anxious
proceedings might be taken, and the connexion brokcn up.
That sister stood hard by us and other witnesses, as soon as she had given
evidence; and it would have moved the heart of a stone to have beheld her,
upon coming down from the witness-box. Her tears were bitter tcars; and we
pity the man who could have remained unmoved by them. In the event of
conviction, we had long before made up our mind what course to pursue; those
tears were not likely to divert us from that course.
As we stood in that court, we felt we had been arraigned at a higher tribunal,
and had stood speechless and self.condemned before a graver Judge. We had
been compelled to plead guilty at that bar, and, if mercy-sweet mercy-had
not been extended to us then, how etel'llally helpless and irremediable would have
been our condition. Never did royal clemency, or the prerogative of a judge to
deal with leniency, appear to us more grateful than on tbis recent occasion.
Singular to say-and as if to strengthen and confirm our feelings in regard to
our thoughts of restraining grace and mercy-within a few minutes of our being
called to give evidence-a barrister (mistaking us for a medical man who was
about to be summoned before the grand jury upon another case) addressed us,
as we understood, by the name of Dr. Pritchard! Either he had given the
wrong name, or, amid the din of the court, wc had misunderstood him; but,
whilst disowning the name, there was inwardly the grateful recollection of
F f
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baving been kept by almighty power and distinguishing love and mercy from the
course of evil which, by little and little, had at length lerl that man to llis
ignominious end. One felt then, as momentarily (me may feel"Oh. to grace how great a debt.or
Daily oue's constrained to be ;"
and well may one add"Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter
Eind one's wandering heart. t.o Thee."
These thoughts had a mellowing influence, and subdued everything like vindictiveness whell called to occupy that most thanl<!ess of positions-a witlless.box.
After the trial, and when the Court had been adjourned for a short time, in
order to obtain some refreshment, there ~at a gentleman on the opposite side of
tha table where we were dining. Said he, "I very much anmirerl wllut you
did to· day ; and I thought," he added, "there was policy in it, too; for I
know the locality in which you live; and men will say n lW, 'We can't go
tbere again after such treatment!'" We knew not who the stranger was nntil
afterwards we were informed it was the mayor of the town. Dut, whether he
was aware of it or not, be touched upon a Gospel secret; for a glorious tl'llth it
is, tbat
"Law and terrors, do but harden
All the wbile they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bou~ht pardon.
This dissolves the heart of stone."
'Vhen Jesus said unto the woman taken in adultery, "'Vhere are those thine
accusers? Doth DO Illall condemn thee? . . • Neither do I condemn thee; go,
and sin no more;" it was impoEsible for tbat poor pardoned sinner to go forth
and sin against such love. She never hated either herself or her ~ins as she
did at that momeut. The prodigal sm never loved his father onc tithe so
dearly, nor so detested his ow'1l misdeeds, as when "he ft Il on his neck and
kissed him;" and said to his servants, ,. Bring forth the best robe, and put it
on bim; and put a ring on his band, and shoes on his feet: and bring hither the
fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat and be merry: for this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." Nor did that poor street-sinner
who ventured into Simon's house ever see herself and her sin in the same
lleinous and abominable light, nor was sbe ever so struck with and amazed at
the tenderness and the long-suffering, and the forbearance, or the bound If ss love
and pity of Jesus, as wben permitted, unrebuked, to wash His feet with tears
and wipe them with the hairs of her llead~to kiss those feet and to anoint them
with ointment.
Never before was there in her heart such an intermingling of
love, admiration, and, at the same time, the greatest possible self·loathing and
detestation, as then.
Reader, do you know the secret to which we have alluded, and which is so
strikingly couched in the annexed verses? If you do, you will read with tearful
grateful interest the letter which follows : "Thus whilst His death my sin displays
In all its blackest hue,
Such is the mystery of grace,
It. seals my pardon, too.

"With pleasing grief and mournful joy
My spirit now is filled,
'l'hl1t I should weh a life destroy,
Yet live by Him 1 kill'd."

We girl' the letter verbatim, merely publishing the initials of the writer, and
suppressing his addres., both of which are inserted in the letter itself.

~
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" SIR, AND BELOVJ;.D SERVANT OF Ji,:SUS CHHIST,

.. Having read in several lJublication_ the account of a robbery committed
in your house, and your own article iu The Gospel 1J;Iagazine, likewise a letter
of condolence in the July number, I feel constrained to pen a few lines to yon;
first, to express the Christian admiration I felt when I saw' the grace of God'
manifestecl in the spirit of compa.s~ion you displayed toward tbe poor burglars, and
your desire that they may be taken by that' arm of justice' which never leaves
its hold of the conscience until the' uttermost farthing is paid' by an application
of the blood of Jesns to the same, then will their souls be acquitted by a fiery
law and a troubled conscience; and, secondly, to inform you, de'1r sir, simply
that your heart mfty rejoice with us, 'being knit together in love' that the
dear LorJ, does take out of that wretched class of beings a 'people for His
praise.'
"I passed for eight years the life of a professional thief, five years of which
was spent in prison, under the discipline of whii'il I grew harder and harder
(not that I complain of prison discipline in the least), until I was so wanton and
wicked, so thoroughly depraved, thltt I took the life of my fellow man by stabbing him, for WlllCh I was sent into penal servitude; my eye.; di,s"lve, my hand
trembles. sir, while writing thl se iines; in my feelings I 'possess the iniquitie3
of my youth,' though the blessed God laid this sin upou Jesus, , when He bare
our sillS ill His own body on the tree.'
" Neitber did my crime or punishment soften me, for then I relieved my
callous mind under the restraint by reveling in sins that the mind revolts-sins
to shocking to be once name,j among saints. During all my confiue;nent I do
not remember hearing above three Gospel sermons. The pr~aching of morality,
good behaviour, and attention to the forms of religion, fail to attract the attention
of such a dass as the Lord took me from; while, under the faithful discription
of unregenerated man's state, and the infinite willingness of Jesus to receive the
vilest sinner, by a Mr. Holderston (who, I believe, is a minister of Christ), I
have seen ahove six hundred men of the worst clas, melted into tears by the force
of truth. Oh, that my God would send such soul-loving, Christ-exalting men as
lVIr. SlleJ man and others to exercise their office to those whom I must still call
my l'00l' brethren.
"1 have been tride five times for crimes; the last time the Almighty J ndge
occupied the bench; tbe cheife witness against me was-myself, , For by my words
was I judged, and by my words was I condemned.' My conscience was a swift
witness against me, and when the Judge's countenance appeared to wear its
blackest a~pect against my sins, 'my heart fainted within me,' my flesh failed,
despair set in, and unbeleefe shut me out of hope; and when, in my soul's
feelings, He passed sentence of death-eternal death-upon me, I acknowledged
its righteousness, and awaited the fulfilment. But oh, amazing grace! when I
was lost indeed I W.1S saved, for Jesus broke in and acquitted me from all
punislwJent, pardolled every sin, wiped away my t. aI'S, kissed me with the kisses
of His mouth, even blessed words of comfort and peace; and what imprisonment, severe discipline, solitary confinement, living for days on a small quantity
of bread and water, flogging, and human kindness failed to accomplish, and I
might even add, the law of God failed to make me moral, ' the bringing in of a
better hope' did. In a little cell seven feet long by four feet wide, Christ laide
the ltxe of His mercy to my tree of crime, and, for His glory I say it, He cut it
down, mver, I humbly trust, to grow ag,aine.
" One fact more, dear sir, for your encouragement. I once was committed for
robbing a .Mr. Davison's (a minister of the Church of England) house of the
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plate, and years afterwitrc1s was relieved, while under soul bondage, by a word
of grace from his lips; and the Lord has blest his word 3gain an,i again to my
soul when listing to him setting forth Christ crucified j and he, dear servant of
the living God, was refused a pulpit for preaching a sermon that the Holy Spirit
blest to my soul in such a way. I never shall forget, the last words that minister
and gentleman spoke to me was these, sir-' The Lord be gracious unto thee, my
son.' Precious words to a sinner like me, dear sir, for the Lord has been gracious
in inabling me, in a minute degree, to speeke for my dying Lord in truth and
love; and I trust it is Him enabled me to write tbis to you, and this I judge
from the sweet humbling feeling I possessed while writing, and a few darts of
unbeleaf as to wether you would get it, as I do not know where to address you
direct.
" Please excuse all faults in writing, &c., &c., as I am only a learner in tbease
things, and, as a working mall, I have not time to re-write; but thank God I
know to whom I write, and hearby subscribe myself,
" A sinner saved that prayes for you,
" And, indeed, your humble servant,
"For Christ's sake,
"W. H."

MEDITATION ON THE SCHIPTURES.
To the Editor Clj the Gospel J/!Iagadlle.

[DEAn Sm,-'l'hinking the enclosed Meditation (being the first of twenty-seven
written by my father) may be worthy a page in the Gospel "Magazine, I have with
much pleasure forwarded it to you, and, if approved of, I will send one each month.
S. TRIGGS.]
I am, dear Sir, yours truly,
My souJ, with thoughts profound, would silent sit,
Wrapt up in meditations sweet of Christ,
And lost to all around of creature thingsThe world, death, hell, and sin, and worldly charms,
With all the vain delights of men and things;
Yea, dead to all, bnt to my God alive,
'1'0 sing His praise, and glory in His name.
Think, 0 my sonl, of mercy, grace, and truth,
In all their flllness, in thy glorious Lord,
Who is the King eternal, and thy lifeJehovah-Jesus, where all glory meets;
He is thy heaven, thine everlasting God.
Should earth's old columns bow-yea, breakNature and time give up the ghost and die,
The sea give up her dead, and yawning graves
Disgorge what in them lies sJlIlt up in death,
And th' guilty world before Jehovah stand
Abash'd to hear the sentence from tbe Judge,
" Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting fire."
Yet things like these, though filled with wrath and dread,
Can never touch nor loose eternal bonds,
'l'hat bend thee to thy God, thy God to thee.
Nor death, nor sin, nor Satan with his wiles,
Can mah an inroad 011 eternal life ;
Jehovah is thy life-the same "thy ],i"rieml "'Who in His love will rest, and ever love
The members of His body, flesh and bones.
Jesus thy everlasting -p'ather is ;
In sure and dear relation thus He stands;

,
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Also thy Husband and thy Head He lives;
Thy God, thy glory, and thy all in all.
His glory far above the heavens is sel.,
Yet He on earth doth make His glory known
In sweet displays of mercy, love, and blood,
Irradiating forth in streams of light,
Shining resplendent through that mightJ HimJesus-the same-the Church's living Head!
In Him all fullless of the Godhead dwells;]
The glory of our God shines in His face;
That is the glory of our J!'alher, God,
And as the ligllt of life shines in our hearts,
We have an earnest sure of things to come,
When glorified we then shall stand with Him,
And see Him face to face, without a veil;
Yea, see Him as He is, and be, like Him,
In cloudless day, and in His glory shine,
In light eternal, high upon His throne.
LETTER By THE LATE REV. G. D, DOUDNEY.
Brookland Brent, Ivy Bridge, Devon, 3rd May, 1865.

My BELOVED FRIEND AND SISTER IN CH!ns'f,-The news that Mr.
Jones had obtained the appointment of Ordinary of Newgate has removed quite
a mountain from my heart. As the day of election came on, I was deeply
exercised as to my suitability, especially in the present state of my health, for
fll<h a post. I feel the Lord has blessedly overruled the matter, to show me
perhaps that my proper place is in my pulpit, speaking a word in season to the
Lord's tried and exercised family,
As to my health, I think the medicines I am taking try me very much, and
often make me feel velY uuwell. I hope, however, they will nltimately produce,
in conjunction with the beautiful moor air, the desired effect.
The Lord very graciously helped me on Sunday last, both morning and
evening. I spoke from the last three verses of the 33rd chapter of Deuteronomy.
A most precious word to have sealed upon the heart by the witnessing power of
God the Holy Ghost, so as to give the feeble child of God a sweet felt right of
appropriation, en8bling poor trembling little Jeshurun to claim the eternal God
as his own prwmt and personal rcfugr.
I observed that the name Jeshurun is
a name of peculiar endearment, signifying little, upright, beautiful, perfect, allfair Israel, just in the same seIlse that a loviog mother will take her little one
in her arms and 1're,8 it to her bosom, exclaiming, "You little darling beauty! "
It is exactly parallel with those blessed words in Solomon's song, "My lovo,
my dove, my undefiled, is but one;" and again, "Thou art all fail', my lov~;
there is no spot in thee." But the glory of the matter stands in this-that it
is "the eternal God "-" the Creator of the ends of the earth." He tbat
rideth upon the heavens is Jeshurun's help, and in his excellency on the sky,
tbat says all this to his deal' tenderly-loved "worm J acob." We rarely cam.
pass the greatness of the wonderful fact, and live llpon its fulness. Could wo
do so, in the midst of Rll cur daily cares and exercises, how sweet would be out'
dmple life of faith! knowing that this eternal God is our refuge, and that He
carries us in His own everlasting arms~that He is a wall of fire round about
us, and the glory in the midst of us. 'The Lord help my deal' tried friend to
make free and constant use of such an unchangeable refuge,and in every hour
of need to fly into the loving arms of Him who is the same yesterday, to,day,
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and for ever. The arms of His power and His love; tbe arms of His redemption and of His righteousness; the arms 01' His mercy and His consolation, of
which two precious arms we read, "The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that/ear H'm." It is to my soul so very gracious of
the Lord that He has brought down this divine arm of His mercy so low as to
embrace the little babe in the living family who is just beginning to manifest
tbat blessed new life which has gathered Him from among the dead in sin by
the constant bubbling up of the true fear of the Lord, as· it is written, "The
fear ?f the ~ord is the be.!Jinning of wisdo.m.'.' And Sata~ himself, with all his
ClllJllllJg artIfice" can never stop the sprmgmg up of thiS godly fear. Then
how blessed to realize the dear trut h that it is Dot to the strong in faith only,
not to those who are living in enjoyment of full assurance alone, that this everlasting arm extends, but it embraces and securely holds fast the poor little
feeble faith who is the subject of this divine fear.
Then there is the arm of
" everlasting consolations," the power of which, if we have ever felt but for a
moment, we may rest assured it will out live time and all its c1muges, and fill
{'temity with joy. :My belovecl friend and si,ter, I must abruptly close here for
the present.
The Miss L--s and my (lear S - - join with me in affectionate
love to you; and I remain, faithfully yours in the Lord Jesus,
G. D. DOUDNEY.
[Fe{'ling that the relaxing air of Plymouth did not agree with his constitution,
and being, mor{'OVfr, attached to prison work-he having been chaplain to the
Plymonth gaol for two years or so-our beloved brother-in-law offered himself as
a cilndidate for the tben vacant chaplaincy of Newgate. It was to this appointment he alludes in the foregoing letter, written just a fortnight before his
departure.-ED.J
INQUIHY.

To the Editor qf the Gospel JlIa.quzine.
SlR,-I ~DOW that hearers take liberties with sermons, and put preachers
into {'rint without their lea'e. Will Dr. Manton (on this wpposition) clear up
the statemtnt, in last month's issue, which runs thus: "I am n'it sure that any
dtfinition of faith, when applied to Gospel believing, is absolutely required
beyond what would be nec.ssary when applied to believing in tbe ordinary
acceptation of the tHm. The difference is rather in the things believed, in the
objects of faith, than in the manner of believing them. Trlle, the origin of a
living faith differs much from that which is tbe mere exercise of a natural
intellect; and true it is that the things accompanying believing unto salvation,
differ much from those which accompany any natural act of believing."
None will detect quicker than Dr. :M"arston the contradiction which these
opposite statements contain, and none is better qualified than Dr. Marston to free
himself from the charge of Sandemanianism, \\ hich maintaius that" the only
difference between a natural and a spiritual faith is the things believed." The
sermon is antagoIJi,tic to such a doctrine in experience, and his well-appreciated
ministry cuts up root and branch tbe errors of the day, which, though manyheaded, spring from this source-a mental Jaith.
Yours in tbe faith which is of the operation of God,
F. A. R.

WE have as much need of the Spirit to strengthen our graces, as we have
Deed of the Spirit to bring forth our graces.
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"HAPPY JOHN, THE DYING POLICEMAN."
1'0 the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
Weston-Super-Mare, May 8, 1865.

DEAR AND REV. SIR,-I hope that you may not be offended at my taking
the liberty to write to you. Of course, you may not know who I am, though
I truRt that you may know wben you have read my letter; but I have a good
reason for knowing you, sir. I bad a little book given me one day, and'it was
about tbe dying policeman of Bristol; and when I came to the place where be
said t.bat he rested on tbe blood, you cannot think buw God opened my spiritual
eyes about those few solemn yet holy words. But, dear sir, you will, no doubt,
like to know something of my character. I must tell you that I am a young
man about twenty years of age; but, about three years ago, while working for
R. Drake, Esq., a gentleman wbom you know quite well, it pleased God to
take away from me my right band, which was, as we all thought, a great loss to
me. But, oh, no! God saw that it would be a blessing to me. But I must tell
you that I have to lift my heart in prdyer to that blessed Jesus for taking the
hand from me; for oh ! I was Jiving a long way off from Jesus. I was only rebelling against my God, and crucifying the Son of God afresh; and now, when I
look back on my past life, to see how I was then going on, oh, it makes my
heart to weep bitterly to think of it, and see the love which Jesus had for me,
when he left His Father's throne above, when He took upon Himself the
form of a servant, for sinful me, and when I feel that all my sins which I have
committed helped to nail His blessed body on the tree-when I did, as it were, help
to lift the hammer to drive the nails one after the other-what love must He have
had for me-for me wbo can say that of all sinners I am chief. Oh, sir, think of His
love! but I was never happy in Jesus, not till this year. Last year Jesus was for a
long time showing me myself; but, blessed be Jesus, this year He has shown me
His love; for He has said, " Go, and sin no more." But, as I was reading that
little book, when that dear child of God said that it was the blood that he
rested on, love came into my soul-I seemed to be full of the love of Jesus.
" Yes," thought I, " it was the blood which the priests took and sprinkled on
the altar; so it is the blood that Jesus sprinkled on each of our hearts, to purge
us and make us clean from all sin. As the life was in the blood of the beast, so
was the life which Jesus laid down for us-I see it mare clearly now than before
I read the little book. Oh, may God bless it to many souls!
And I have to thank God for having put it in the heart of my master, Mr.
Drake, to speak a word about my sout Oh, that I did love him more! for it
was master that spoke to me about my soul, and afterwards I was placed at
Weston, where I am now, with a wheel-chair.
As I read the little book, I find that you asked John what you should pray
for, and he told you" more love." And now I believe that you are a man of God,
oh, I do hope that you will think of me at the throne of grace, because God
has said, " Pray one for another," for now the devil tempts me very much. I
am only a babe in Christ. He would sift me as wheat if he could. I long for
the time when God will make me more williug to declare what the Lord has
done for my soul. I trust that you will not be offended at me for being so bold.
P. B.
Yours, in Christ,

GOD the Father bath fitted Christ for the new-horn soul, and the Holy Ghost
fits tbe new-horn soul for Christ.
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LETTERS BY THAT VENERABLE SERVANT OF CHRIST, THE
LATE MR. SILVER.

(Continued from page 338.)
IV.
April 5, 1858.

BLESSED be the Lord for the grace bestowed on thee, my dear - - . As
He hath begun the good work, so He will surely perfect that which concerneth
thee; for He hath saved thee in Himself with an everlasting salvation, and
called thee with an holy calling (2 Tim. i. 9). There is no misery we feel,
either in mind or body, but it originates from and is essentially owing to sin;
there is no misery in hell but is the dfect of sin; and there is no remedy for
sinners out of Christ. The Lord Eaith by the prophet, there was no creature
eye to pity us; there was no help for U3 in all the creatures; there was no
intercessor for us that could prevail; therefore His own arm brought salvation,
and He clothed Himself with zeal, or with His jealous love, as with a cloak.
When He became incarnate, His human nature was :sorrowful; for, if Lot's
righteous soul was vexed at the wickedne,s he Eaw where he dwelt, how every
sin Jesus saw in this present evil world must have and did affect our Lord,
and the sorrows He saw affecting His beloved people. It is truly said, He
was acquainted with grief; not only with the evil He saw, but also with what
He saw grieved His people. And He is even now touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; for He puts our tears into His golden vials, and notes them in
His book. It is written for our comfort, the Lord's compassion towards us at
the grave of Lazarus. He groaned in the Spirit and was tToubled; yea, He
wept, and groaning again, He came to the grave and displayed His almighty
power-compassion and power so united and manifested, not for angels, but for
the chief of sinners; a proof tbat He clothed Himself with zeal as a cloak,
travelling in the greatness of His strength, mighty to save. Wondrous grace I
He truly manifested what the prophet spake of Him, when He said, "In all
their afflictions He was afflicted." May He take us by the hand, and lead us
into tbe garden of Gethsemane, and show us the great sight of suffering love
-yea, as suffering for us, when pouring out His soul with strong crying and
tears. Salvation work is costly work indeed! Not a sinner could be saved,
nor a sinner pardoned, but for Christ's shedding His most precious blood for us
llnd for our sins. There are three Psalms in which the sufferings of Christ, wben
He redeemed us from the curse of the law, al'e particularly set fortb, namely, the
22nd, 69th, and the 88th. The last appears to be beyond the powers of
Dr. Watts to de,cribe in poetry, for it is not found in his psalms or hymns so
called. No, such extremity of sorrow and suffering is not to be sung, but felt.
As the Lord the Spirit hath convinced us of our sin and also of our sinfulness,
and showed us thereby our need of Christ, may He purify our hearts and con·
sciences with His precious blood from all sin, and all deadly works, to serve
Him. May He fill us with joy in believing on Him to life everlasting, and warm
our hearts with His love, melt our affections with His mercy, and give us
such communion with Him, as to make us rejoice in His holy name, and· triumph
daily in Him to His praise and glory. We may have hard thoughts of ourselves,
because we are so sinful, but we ought never to have or to allow an unkind
thought to arise in our bearts concerning Him who became one with us in naturp,
to make us one with Him in spirit; and died and rose again, &c., to bring us
for ever where He is, and to behold His glory, and dwell in love for ever
(Numb. vi. 24-26).
Yours, for Jesns' sake,. F. SILVER.
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the Lord Le gracious towards you, my dear - - , and strengthen you
with His glorious power unto all patience amllongsuffering with joyfulness; that
you may be enabled in every state to glorify Him, by trusting in Him, committing
thyself to His paternal care, and in perfect submission to His unerring will. It is
our mercy to know He has promised to make darkness light, crooked things
straight, rough things smooth, and bitter things sweet; His love will make bitter
things sweet, and His presence will make darkness light: for, "10, I am with you
alway, even to the end of the world." Amen makes all things sure. Our
earthly path is often rough, and it is so in mercy, to loosen us from the world,
and make us desirous to depart and be with Christ. Sickness brings langnor
and pain, but we may by faith lay our head on Jesus' bosom, as J obn did at the
Lord's Supper; and in His compassion you will find a pillow of relief. Trouble
flies away when He smiles; fears are dispersed when He saith, "Let not your
heart be troubled; and burdens become light when cast at His feet. He hath
set glory to be revealed against all our afflictions; the we~qht of glory will
make our afflictions light, and the eternal weight of glory will make our afflictions momentary: therefore look at the things which are not seen, but are
revealed, concerning the reJeemed before the throne of God and the Lamb
(Rev. vii.), and that beatific vision of faith will shut out the things temporal,
which are seen. Nothing can separate you from His love. If you have a cloudy
day, His bow is in the cloud. You may not see the bow, but He saith He will
look upon it, and remember His covenant, that His peace shall not depart from
you, because He hath mercy upon you. The sun does not cease shining because
a cloud intervenes for a season, and for our comfort we are to remember the
end of the ministerial conversation is " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to.day,
and for ever;" and the belief of it will establish our hearts in His grace. I
suppose deal' Cowper had the bow in view which appears in the day of rain,
when he wrote that sweet poem:"Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big- with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head."
Trast in Jesus at all times, dear - - . Remember it is written, "they
that trust in Him, mercy shall compass them about." :My dear helpmeet unites
with me in love to you; at her request I have written this on her behalf. Heb.
Yours in the best bond,
F. SILVER.
xiii. 20, 21,25.
MAY

REDEMPTION.
DR. Own" in his book entitled "The Death of Deaths in the Death of Christ,"
proposes this to those who are for universal redemption. "Either," says he,
" Christ died for all the sins of all men, or He died for some sins of all men, or
He died for all the sins of some men. If He died for all the sins of all men,
why areJ10t all men saved? You will say, because of their unbelief; but unbelief is either a sin 01' it is not; if it be, and Christ died for all their sins, why
should unbelief damn them, seeing He died for it, as well as all their other sins?
If Christ died for some sins of all men, tben there are some sins of these which
Christ died not for: consequently they must perish for them. If Christ died
for all the sins of some men, then these must be everlastingly saYed; and this,"
says Dr, Owen, "is our doctrine."
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.. Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivNed unto the saints."-Jude 3.

THE JESUITS' OATH.

From the Dublin Evening Mail.
THE following is a copy of the principal oath objected to in the document
read by the Lord Mayor at the Corporation, and signed by Alderman Ronsall;"I, A B, now in the presence of Almigh ty God, the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Blessed Micbael the Archangel, the Blessed St. John Baptist, the Holy
Apostles St. Pder and St. Paul, and tbe Saints and sacred Host of Heaven, and
to you, my ghostly father, do declare from my heart, without mental reservation,
that Pope Gregory is Christ's Vicar-General, is the true and only head of the
Universal Church throughout the earth; and that by virtue of the keys of binding' and loosing, given to his Holiness by Jesus Christ, he hath power to depose
heretical Kings, Princes, States, Comlllonwealths, and Governments, all being
illegal without his sacred confirmation, and that they may safely be destroyed;
therefore, to the utmost of my power, I will defend this doctrine and his
Holiness's rights and customs agtiinst all usurpers of the heretical or Protestant
authority whatsoever, especially against the uow pretended authority and Church
in England, and all adherents, in regard that they be usurped and heretical,
opposing the sacred 'Mother Church of Rome. I do renounce and disown any
allegiance as due to any heretical King, Prince, or State named Protestant, or
obedience to any of their inferior magistrates or officers. I do further declare
the doctrine of the Church of England, of the Calvinists, Huguenots, and other
Protestants, to be damnable, and those to be damned who will not forsake the
same. I do further declare that I will help, a5sbt, and advise all or any of his
Holiness's agents in any place wherever I shall be, and do my utmost to extirpate the hert'tical Protestants' doctrine, and to destroy all their pretended power,
legal or otherwise. I do further promise and declare tbat, notwithstanding I am
dispensed wit h to assullle any religion heretical for the propagation of the
Motber Church's interest, to keep secret and private all her agents' counsels, as
they entrust me, and not to divulge, directly or indirectly, by word, writing, or
circumstance whatsoever, but to execute all which shall be proposed, given in
charge, or discovared nnto me, by you my ghostly father, or by anyone of this
convent. All which I, A B, do swear by the Blessed Trinity and Blessed
Sacrament, which I am now to receive, to perform, and on my part to keep inviolably; and do call all the heavenly and glorious Host of Heaven to witness
my real intentions to keep this my oath. In testimony hereof I take this most
Holy and Blessed Sacrament of the Eucharist, and witness the same further
with my hand and seal in the face of this holy convent."
THE OLD CREED AND THE NEW.
THE committee of tbe South-West London Protestant Institute, deeming it important that the claims which tbe Romish Church makes to antiquity of faith
should be tested in the fullest and freest manner, forwarded an address to Dr.
Manning, some days since, inviting him or any of his priests to a public meeting
for the discussion of the subject. The meeting was according held on tbe evening
of Tuesday week, in the Chelsea vestry ball; but, though a considerable number
of Romanists were present, neither Dr. Manning nor anyone for him essayed a
refutation of the views put forward.
The hall. was well filled.
Hichard
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Nugent, Esq., took the chair; and there were also on the platform Rev. R. J.
M'Ghee, Rev. W. Niven. Sir W. Verner, Bart., M.P., Rev. Dr. Spencer, Rev.
R. H. Davies, Dr. Holt Yates, Rev. Isaac Brock, Rev. W. W. Robinson, &c.
The meeting was opened with prayer, and tbe address to Dr. Manning having
been read,
The Rev. Mr. M'Ghee was called upon by. the chairman, and in his wellknown powerful and elequent manner set forth the exceedingly simple and yet
concJusire argument. founded on the historical dates of the creeds of the primitive
church, and of the Romish Church. He illustrated his remarks by means of a
set of finely-executed rolling diagrams, and concluded by proposing, for the
adoption of the meeting, the following resolution:"Resolved-That it is demonstrated to this meeting, on the unanswerable
testimony of the Council of Trent, in her third session, held on the 4th day of
February, 1546, that tbe Nicene creed, as compo~ed and ratified by the first four
general councils, namely those of Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, and Cbalcedon,
was up to that date the creed of the whole Christian Church, and that it was
pronounced by tbat council to be 'that symbol in which all who profess the faith
of Christ necessarily agree, and that firm and only foundation against which the
gates of hell shall never prevaiL' And tbat it is further demonstrated by the
bull of Pope Pius IV., entitled 'Injl1Dctum Nobis,' appended to the canons and
decrees of the Council of Trent, tbat the said pope added by that bull twelve
articles to the Nicene Creed, bearing date December 9, 1564, promulgating this
as • the true Catholic faith, without which no one can be saved.'''
The resolution was seconded by the Rev. 'vV. Niven, and passed nemo con.
A cordial vote of tllRnks to Mr. M'Ghee, on the motion of Sir W. Verner,
seconded by Mr. Ince, having been passed with acclamation, the benediction was
pronounced, and the meeting separated.
CAPTAIN MONTAGU'S LEGACY OF £1,000 TO THE "MORNING
ADVERTISER."
OUR contemporary and neighbour the Daily Telegraph, in noticing in its law
report the legacy of £1,000, bequeathed by the late Captain l\1ontagu, a
member of the Athenreum Club, to the Mornin.9 Advertiser, would, unconsciously, leave the impression on the minds of its numerous readers that the
munificent sum was given solely on account of Captain Mont.agu's admiration of
the Morning AdveTtiser's "unflinching resistance to the encroachments of Popery
and support of Protestantism." We are gratified to say that this was one of the
grounJs, and not only so, but tbe chief ground on which Captain Montagu left
the handsome legacy to the proprietors of this journal; but it was not the only
nne. The words of the will, with a slight transposition, are-" I give and
bequeath ONE THOUSAND POUNDS to the proprietary of the Morning Advertiser
newspaper, though not going the whole length of its opinions, in aid of its inde·
pendent and old English oppo~ition to unequal privileges and arbitrary power,
and its advocacy of just and Liberal privileges on all point~ of civil polity, not
only for ourselves but for the world at large, but especially and above all for its
constant, consistent, and unflinching exposition of the errors and resistance to
the encroachments of Poprry, and its support of Protestantism."
We should not have referred to the matter in this part of our paper, were it
not that we are naturally desirous that tbe reasons wby the late Captain
Montagu, who was personally unknown to us, bequeathed the princely sum of
£1,000 to the Mo·rning Advertiser should be clearly understood by the public.
-Mornin!! Advertiser.

438

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

~etriefug

[September 1, lSw.

\

anh ;tlotices of ~{J{JHS.

The Veil Lifted; or, the Romance and Reality of Convent Life. By the
Author of "Personal Experience of Roman Catholicism," &c. London:
Morgan and Chase, 58, Ludgate Hill.
A VALUABLE little work. We wish we could place it in the hands of thousands;
and, more, we wish we could induce that hapless multitude who are now given
over to a blind infatuation of Romanism and Ritualism, uuder a glossed and
gilded form, to " read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest" what the author has
here advanced upon this all·important subject. Well does he say that" the
history of many a poor dligieuse, hopelessly incarcerated in a convent of strict
seclusion, could it be given to the world, would be fouud to be written in tears,
and sealed with her life-blood." We add, that language itself is too cramped and
too poor to set forth a system as crafty-as vile-as soul·and· body destructive as
all the ingenuity of the powers of darkness could render it. Speaking of the
Church of Rome, well did LORD MACAULAY say, "Among the contrivances
which have been devised for deceiving and oppressing mankinJ, it occupies the
highest place."
ldanllel Matamoros and his Fellow-Prisoners; a Narrative of the present
Persecution of Christians in Spain.
By ,VILLIA~I GREEKE. London:
Morgan and Chase, 38, Ludgate Hill.
How men can say that Homanism is in the leastwise changed, we are at a loss
to conceive; when there is a superabundance, not merely of testimony, but of
illustration, in proof to the contrary. What Homanism was, it is, ancl ever will
be, until destroyed by the signal hand and resistless power of the Omnipotent
Jehovah.
It boasts of its infallibility; it declares itself unchanged and
unchangeable; and yet our poor blinded, infatuated rulers are conceding to its
accursed spirit and yielding to its presuming demands, as though there were not
a single page of history to record its bloodthirsty character and its murderous
doings. As a people, we are at the present., and long have been, in a national
point of view, removing our ancient landmarks, and sacrificing our grand
characteristic as a Protestant people-a people protesting against the teachings
and the tyranny of a system more crafty, more covetous, more cl'llel than any
other system ever devised-yea, a system which has proved itself indeed to be
Satan's masterpiece. Such is Homan Catholicism. Such the pago of history
represents it; and such even the present practices of Spain, and other countries
where it has dominion, proves it to be. And yet such is the system to which
our Government is lending itself in every possible way.
The book before us is a compilation from letters written in prison by the
persecuted themselves. It needs only that they shoultl be read, in order to see
the intolerant spirit of that system which cannot be denounced in terms too
strong-in language too earnest or persuasive.
Protestantism and Popery; a few outspoken words of Opinion and Warning.
By a STAUNCH PIWTESTANT. A Letter, reprinted from a London Morning
Paper. With an Appendix, containing Brief Iternarks upon Idolatry, Disloyalty, Domination, and Secret Prisons-Convents. Second Edition. London:
EtIingham Wilson, Itoyal Exchange.
OUTSPOKEN indeed! A noble protest, and worthy of being printed in letters of
gold. With a master hand, this clear, bold, and energetic writer has seized by
the neck this Dagoll-·this idolator of modern worship-hurled him from his
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assumed throne, dashed him at his feet, ground and trodden him inLo a thousand
aton13. Well may the priests of Rome-and well may their puerile copyists,
the Puseyites and Tractarians of our own Church-wince and wail under the
castigation they have so richly deserved, and which is here so unflinchingly
bosto\Yed. But this most timely and acceptable writer shall speak for himself;"One cannot be too emphatic. Roman C~tholicism and liberty cannot co-existRoman Catholicism and progress cannot be together; and we would warn these heart.
less and unfeeling defenders of the cruel priestly crimes of Santiago; these indiscrimi.
nate advocates of every idolatrous dogma of their too-exacting tenets; these ludicrous
materializers of the spiritual; these mumming Herr von Frikells of the altar,-that in
England modesty and reticence best become them and their position; and that ano·
ganee, insolenee, and denunciation, but recoil with force and with effect upon them and
upon their endeavours_ The mental air of England is too pure for their dim, incense.
burdened light; and their trickery, and their cunning, and their craft, cannot affect
the undeceivable clearness of our mental vision_ IVe have been behind the scenes;
we know too well how the machinery is worked; the illusion has been dispelled.
We islanders hate needless mystery; we detest unnatural vows and false posit,ions;
we tear open every new page of the Book of N atme wit.h which we are able to
grapple; we exercise fearlessly that most divine gift, our reason; we cling with
mastiff-like tenacity to our hardly-conquered right of private judgment; we commiserate the grotesque and diseased selfishness of au immured life, male or female, supposed to be devoted to its own individual salvation; we deride illegal ecclesiastical
titles, conferred b.V a petty foreign prince who is the curse of his own doomed
and degraded capital; we laugh at the sorry plight and humiliatiug picture of
delusion-hugged infallibility, propped upon its tottering throne by foreign bayonets,
employing, in its agonized desperation, its little bands of brigands and gangs of cutthroats, to attack and desolate the homesteads, and waylay and assassinate the citizens
of its free, exulting, and emancipated neighbour; we recognize a well-edged and
well-defined line of demarcation between onr religious devotions and our eivil Government, and we sternly refuse to mingle the one with the other; we owe allegiance
alone to our God and to our Queen; and the all-sufficinz moral by which we are sustained and guided is at onee so simple that a child can comprehend its perfect peace,
and love, and promise; and so sublime that the loftiest wisdom of the grandest sage
can make no addition whatever to its marvellous universality and eompleteness.
"Onr Divine Teacher has bidden us worship 'Our Father:' Rome would )nter.
pose her so-called' Saints' between our souls and Him_
" Long since is it that we learnt to curl the lip at the threatened terrors of dis.
obodlence to the imperious injunctions and haughty behests of the priest.hood of
Ibme, us wc have taught our children to smile at t.he possibility of being affrighted
b.v the unwelcome visitations of once-dreaded supernatural appearances; and our
clear common sense, of which we are justly proud, has very nat.urally led us to the
veq wise conclusion that nothing ennobling or elevating can spring from a creed so
eminently successful in depressing, throwing back, and mildewing the life of every
people into which it has sueceeded in fix.ing the fangs of its relentless authority. As
we are writ.ing thus, our melancholy spirit-glance turns sadly to our poor priestgripped, priest-destroyed Ireland_ We love to spread abroad the light of learning,
and we are amply satisfied with the snbstantial facts of our unapproached progress,
and our unexampled prosperity_ England !ras received her matchless iuheritance,
and learnt by heart her preguant lesson, and it is her firm and fiKed resolve to continue to profit by them both. Let Rome remember that if she is working, we are
watching_ "Ve know her well; we are thoroughly aware that, creep and erawl as
she may, she is really unchanging and unehangeable, and t.hat she req uires bnt opportunity and power to eagerly re-enact her worst and most sanguinarJ persecutions; but
it behoves her to keep well in mind that Englishmen prize their dear liberties far
more highlJ even than their lives. We know her wilyeustom of endeavouring to
worm her slimy way to influence through the weaker, more pliant, and less self-upheld
nature of the woman; but we have infinite and well-warranted confidence in her
failttre even in that quarter, not only bccl\use Protestantism in itself strengthens, but
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because we are by the side of those whom it is our pleasure and delight. to cherish,
to protect, and to shield, and it would be at miracle-invent.ing Rome's peril that. she
ventnred to tamper with the sacred inviolahility of our jealousl.y.gllarded homes.
,. We despise and we det.est her, bllt we are nol; unmiudflll of the slow strengt.h of
her perseverance, and the tortoise-like continuousness of her cllUning. We would
fear her, but. that it. is better to despise her and to detest her, and fear is a sentiment
difficult to arouse in the breasts of a nat.ion of free-men. Without fearing her, we
can work heartily against the illegal plot.ting of her Jesuit aggression against Eaglish
liberties. We cherish the vital importance of our Protestant. ascendancy, and we
fully regard, as a necessary political and religious safeguard, our national Church.
.We know that the Jesuit war-cr.y, well frampd to tickle thoughtless English ears, is
'religious equality;' and we are well acquainted with the necessity of offering a
perpetllal resist.ance to the sinister designs and insidious cncroachment.s of her
emissaries. We know her parliamentary theory that' 50 foxes are more than a
match for 500 geese;' and we also know that. it is impossible for any country to
, continue Protestant that does not carry tbe governing power along with it.' "
We cannot but commend, iu the strongest terms, this must admirable
pampblet.

The Rainbow. Edited by WILLIAM LEASK, D.D. London: S. W. Partridge.
A MONTHLY magazine, confined almost exclusively to prophetical subjects.
The Temperance Reformation Movement in the Church of England.

By the
Rev. H. J. ELLISON, M.A., Vicar of Windsor, and Prebendary of Lichfield.
London: S. W. Partridge, 9, Paternoster Row.
THERE is n1t a doubt that nearly all the crime, in this country especially, may
be traced up to the abuse of intoxicating drinks. Again and again, b )Ih in the
sick chamber and from the prison cell, have we hearLI the ackn,)wleclgment that
it was Sabbath-breaking, bad company, and intemperance, led to sickness, and
disease-poverty and a prison. The heart positively sickened, a few days ago, at
the recital of an old pensioner, who pagsed seven years in India. His testimony
respecting the number of our l'ooldiers who die fr0m the effects of dram-drinking
was positively dreadful. The work before Ug cannot but be read with painful
interest by every tbonghtful mind.
.
By E. S. London: Simpkin,
Marshall, and Co., Stationers' Hall Cuurt.
A VERY important work. It contains the mo,t startling facts, brought forward
by one whose mind is becomingly impressed with the painful aspect of the times
in which we live. We earnestly commend this work to our readers.

Spiritualism, and other Signs of the Times.

Gilead.

Edited by the Rev. THOMAS HUBAND GREGG, A.B. London: W.
Freeman, 102, Fleet Street; Dublin: R. Yoakley, 72, Grafton Street;
Weymouth: J. Sherren, 79, St. Mary Street.
WE have received the fir,;t three numbers of this new work. It is not only
sound and scriptural, but there is a vigour and a boldness about it which will
commend it to the lovers of truth.

THE Holy Spirit was promised and given by Christ to His Church on the
day of Pentecost. His commission is to instruct, and teach the whole min,j and
will of God in everything which C0nCerns salvation through Christ.
" All
things which I have heard of the Father I have made known unto you" (John
xv. 15) He for ever abides in the hearts of the regenerate; seals them, anJ
adopts them, and intercedes for them.

