SECOND CENTURY.]

[September 2, 1867.

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZINE.
" COMPORT YE, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE, SAITR YOUR GOD."
"ENDEAYOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPlR1T IN THE BOND OP PEACR"
t'JESUS CHRIST, THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO·DAY. AND FOR Rna." If WHOM TO KNOW IS LtPp' ETF:RNA1,.-

No. 21,
NEW SERIES.

}

No. 1,221,
{ OLD SERIES.

SEPTEMBER, 1867.

OR, WORDS OF SPIRITUAL CAUTION, COUNSEL, AND COMFORT.

"Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them whioh are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are oomforted of God." ~2 OOR. i. 4.

"MY FATHER KNOWS IT ALL."
"LOrd, all my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from
Thee."-PSALM xxxviii. 9.

BELOVED, there is scarcely a verse in this Psalm that does not apply
to Christ. Indeed, comparatively speaking, there are but few portions
of anyone of the Psalms that may not be regarded as the language
of our once-suffering, but now triumphant Lord. However intense
the anguish, however great the depression, however gloomy the
apprehensions, of David-all were but typical of the travail and the still
greater intensity of feeling of David's Lord.
Certain we are, dear reader, that we have but the very faintest
conception of what were the suretyship-engagements of our most
glorious Christ. By those engagements He entailed upon Himself
a responsibility that defies the scrutiny of angels; and how much more
the comprehension of such poor finite worms of the earth as ourselves!
'The mediatorial work of Christ is a subjeot which, we are told, "angels
desire to look into," as though it were a matter whioh filled them, as
well it may, with holy wonder and amazement.
Has it ever ooourred to the reader that the sufferings of Christ, in
their nature and intensity, are the more forcibly presented by the
early times in which they were foreshown? David lived ages upon
ages before the incarnation of Christ, and yet prophetically he dwelt
upon what Christ would be, and what Christ would suffer, as though
both the one and the other were a present matter-of-fact. To confine
the language of the Psalmist to the Psalmist himself, or to imagin~
L L
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that his words were limited to himself and his own little daily experiences, were to rob Ohrist of His glory, and the Scriptures of an
.
immensity of their prophetical meaning.
Too great emphasis cannot be laid upon any of the expressions of
David; but that emphasizing must be adopted only as bearing upon
David's Lord. As applicable to Him, passage after passage, petition
upon petition, groan after groan, and tear upon tear, may be regarded.
Oh, it is blessed, .dear reader, when, by the Spirit's unctuous power
and divine anointing, we are enabled to see Ohrist, to hear Ohrist, to
follow Ohrist, in and through the precious Psalms of the sweet singer
of Israel. It is this that, by the power of the Holy Ghost, leads to
" fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Ohrist." It is
this that helps us to forget our little daily conflicts and personal trials.
It is this holy contemplation-this sitting at the feet of one's Lord
and Master-that causes our trials and afflictions, our losses and
crosses, to dwindle into that puny insignificance-that tiny trivial
character-that absolute non-importance, which, by contrast with the
soul-travail and sufferings of Jesus, bespeaks their character.
Had the most tried, the most tempted, the most troubled of any
members of the one common household of faith, personally witnessed
the agony of soul of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, would they
have bestowed so much as a thought upon themselves, however painful
their lot? Had such heard His entreaties, "Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from me"-had they beheld His disquiet, when,
in the anguish of His Spirit, He could not rest, but now falling flat
on the ground-with blood oozing forth from the very pores of His
sacred body-then rising imploringly upon His knees, anon fleeing to
His disciples, again retreating to His place of still deeper gloom and
solitude, and a third time uttering the plaintive cry, "Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass from me"-would their attention have been
diverted from Him by the intrusion of their own little personal cares
and perplexities? Again, when such child of the kingdom saw the
guilty multitude come forth "with swords and staves for to take
Him"-whenHe was seen jostled here and hurried there, and at length,
brow-beaten, sneered, and scoffed at, smitten and even spat upon, in
token of the most thorough contempt, before Pilate's bar-would such
observer be found for a moment forgetting all the painful acuteness and
vividness of that scene in so reflecting upon home-scenes and personal
anxieties? Moreover, when such sorrowful spectator had heard the
shouts of the blaspheming multitude, crying, " Orucify Him I Orucify
Him I" "His blood be on us and on our children !"-when His sacred
brow was crowned with such thorns as we have scarcely the veriest idea
of, could anything have drawn off the eye or the heart from such an
Object of sympathy as the Lord Ohrist, in His own blessed Person, then
presented? Again, when stretched upon the cross, His precious
hands and feet pierced with the cruel nails, and that cross thrust with
ruthless hands into its socket, shaking that tender frame through its
-every nerve and sinew, worn down as it already was with intensity
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of grief, acuteness of anguish, infinity of woe; what must have been
the sensation enkindled in the hearts of the weeping beholders, as
they heard the doleful cry, "My God, my God, why hast Thau forsaken me ?" If the sun veiled his face, if the earth· quaked, all nature
as it were writhing in agony at its Creator's sufferings, oh, how. callous
must be that soul, and how deeply rlyed and verily dead in sin the
being, th§Lt could remain unmoved in the midst of such distressing,
heart-harrowing scenes! And yet, reader, such is the deadly hold
that sin hal:? taken upon our fallen nature, that the most trivial of
circumstances will serve to awaken our sympathies, as far as our
fellow-creatures are concerned, whilst the sufferings of Jesus, however
vividly brought before us, fail to affect or humble us. Well does the
immortal Hart say:----'
" The rocks may rend, the mountains quake,
The hills may to their centre shake;
Of feeling all things show some sign,
But this unfeeling heart of mine."

(

Reader, do you feel this to be true? and is it among your daily
regrets and lamentations, that your heart is so callous-so hard-so
altogether unmoved by all that you hear and read of Jesus' sufl'erings? What a mercy it is, then, that Jesus knows this-that He is
thoroughly cognizant of all that passes in our minds; that He apprehends what we would feel and what we would be, and what we would
do, were it within our power. Ah, what a mercy that "He knows
what is the mind of the Spirit," that He accepts the will for the deed.
What a mercy that He can define between the flesh and the Spirit,
that there is no confusion with Him; that He distinguishes the old
nature from the new; that He knows what appertains to the first
Adam and what to the Sec0nd. And what a mercy, beloved, is it to
be able experimentally to unite again with Hart, and say,
"But something yet can do the deed;
And that dear something much I need.
Thy Spirit can from dross refine,
And melt and mould this heart of mine."

Oh, reader, to know and feel these things in living and blessed
experience, is of more real value than ten thousand worlds; and
better far to sigh and groan under the renewed discovery of this
hardness, stoicism, and insensibility, than to be carried away, andif divine grace prevent not-be fatally deceived, under the treacherous
influence of merely natural feeling and fleshly emotions. No, no, we
would sooner-ten thousand times sooner-see a poor soul kept low,
humble, and broken in spirit, under these, for the time, bitter experiences of a felt hardness and impenitency, than to be carried away
under creature excitement and mere fleshly influences. This very
hardness and insensibility will only serve, by contrast, the mOTe
strikingly to show forth the Spirit's power and benign and tender
operations, when it shall please Him to put forth the same in a way
of love, meekness, tenderness, and contrition. Oh, how will such
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experience enhance His work, and endear His Divine Person, in
common with the Father and the Son!
Nor do we, beloved, know of any line of teaching or experience
that is, under the precious power of the Holy Ghost, so calculated to
produce the exp:r:essive utterance of our text, "Lord, all my desire is
before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee." It bespeaks,
upon the part of the Psalmist, a felt inability to find language to
express what is passing within. It implies that effort after effort) and
trial upon trial, had been made to tell out in words the pent-up emotions of the heart. There had been a depth of feeling and a keenness
and sensibility of soul, that longed for relief. It had been supposed
that utterance would afford that relief. Job was in this condition
when, in the depths of his anguish, he said, "Oh that my words were
written in a book!" He not merely longed for power to express
what was passing within, but he wished a record to be made, perhaps
thus unconsciously desiring others' good, by a comparison of experience, or the record might in after-day afford, by contrast, proof
of the then sustaining power and the after delivering mercy; for in
this way are some souls, whilst in the depths, led to feel.
Be this as it may, clear it is, that the failing of words and the
want of utterance lead, under God, to a certain satisfaction-just that
satisfaction which is expressed in the words before us: " Lord, all my
desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee." AB
much as to say, " Well, I fail to say what I would; I cannot express
myself as I desire; I am unable to tell out one tithe of what is passing
within; but I do, at the same time, derive a certain satisfaction from
the conviction that God knows all about me. He is familiar with my
case. He knows it in all its phases, and in its every bearing. This
is to me comforting, and especially when such conviction is coupled
with the consideration, that 'vain is the help of man.' " For, suppose it were possible to express in words such as our fellow-creatures
could understand, the all and the everything we would say touching
our experiences and exercises, of what avail would such disclosures
and revelations be? Our fellow-creatures, in all probability, would
be as helpless and as powerless as ourselves. Presuming that our
necessities were such that they might aid us, if they had the inclination so to do, when God illtends it to be a trial, He would, under
such circumstances, withhold the heart to help. Why ? In order
that He may keep the case in His own hand, and administer relief in
His own way, in "His own time, and by His own instTUlllents. He
will not in this respect, any more than in other ways, " give His glory
to another, or ,His praise to graven images."
But, supposing that the exercise or trial is not confined to mere
circumstances, or the dispensations of Providence, but that they appertain more particularly to soul-matters, or mental or bodily affliction-oh, how powerless is man here! Who but a God can help?
Who but the Lord deliver? Are there not trials and afflictions
of so peculiar a character as to defy human help or creature inter-
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ference? Trials so tender, afHictions so keen, suffering'i- so acute,
sorrows so special, temptations so singular, exercises so strange,
anguish so real; ah, what indeed can the creature do? Of' what
a,ail is human wisdom, human counsel, human help? It is the
Lord, and the Lord alone, whose wisdom, love, and power, can meet
the ca~e. Then, reader, upon this principle, and upon these very
grounds, arises the satisfaction involved in the language of our text,
"-Lord, all my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid
from Thee." Precious truth! heart-cheering consideration! Oh,
what a blessed contentment, under the power and ministry of the
Holy Oomforter, will sometimes flow into the soul upon the recollection of this distinguishing mercy!
Reader, the Lord help us to look at the subject, first in a way of
experience and then of example.
First, of experience. Now sure we are that, if the Holy Ghost is
pleased to come in in a way of remembrance, according to His
gracious official character as the Remembrancer of His people, we
shall find, in His sweet and blessed retracings, how beautifully and
how blessedly He has again and again confirmed the truth now
before us. Oonsider, beloved, your times of temptation and trouble
in regard to the past. Oh, how completely has the way repeatOOly been hedged up; how has refuge failed; how utterly at a
loss have you been, tinles without number, to discover the veriest
hope or prospect of succour or deliverance! Defeat has appeared
absolute, destruction inevitable. Nought has been before you, seemingly, but despair; and oh, what havoc has Satan made with your
poor teIJ;lpest-tossed soul at st:ch times and under such circumstances!
What have been his insinuations? What his suggestions? "Thy
case is a hopeless one; better know the worst of it. The result is
sure; there's no escape; it will come to the same thing even after a
long series of trial, and a,diversity of sorrows. Here, seize the knife,
lay hold of the rope, take the plunge." Ah! who but a God mighty
to save, infinite in wisdom, boundless in love, ceaseless in His
watchings, divine in His faithfulness, could sustain and uphold and
deliver the soul, when in these most dismal of depths, and beneath
the weight Qf which thousands and tens of thousands who knew Him
not, nor cared to know Him, have sunk to rise no more? But, in
the every individual case of His own dear children, how has He
ratified and confirmed His own blessed word, "When the enemy
cometh in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard
against him." "Shall not the prey be taken from the mighty, and
the lawful captive delivered?"
Oh, reader, how wonderful has been His sustaining power, and
equally wonderful His deliverance, as to time, method, and completeness! Yea, how blessedly true has it again and again been" 'Tis just in the last distressing hour,
Our God displays delivering power;
The mount of danger is the place
Where we shall see surprising grace."
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Reader, again we say, Look.back. The Lord the Spirit enable you
so t.o do. Consider the position in which you have again and again
been placed. Remember the total failure of heart and of flesh: Be
it yours to recollect how absolutely hopeless your case appeared, how
lost to all intents and purposes you were. How the last prayer
seemed offered, the last groan uttered, the last sigh heaved, the last
tear shed. Down, down, down, apparently in the very depths of
despair. No hope! no hope! And yet even then, though you were
too far gone in your own apprehension to realize the comfort of it,
our text stood good in all its blessed reality, "Lord, all my desire is
before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee." Oh, there was
seen then, "a depth which lieth under." Thus, then, although you
knew it not, "underneath were the everlasting arms." You fell n.-om
your own confidence; your little grain of faith seemed exhausted;
you were apparently" twice dead, and plucked up by the roots," but,
notwithstanding, you were still encircled by the Arms of everlasting
love; and neither earth nor hell, no power, either internal or infernal,
could wrest you from His grasp, who had declared in regard to the everlastingly-covena,nted ones, "I give unto my sheep eternal life ; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."
The more we consider the matter, the more are we astounded
whilst contemplating the sustaining power of our God, as exercised
in respect to His poor tried and tempted children, at the very time,
it may be, they are wholly destitute of comfort. They are upheldthey are led on-they are brought through marvellously; and yet
the lovely face of their loving Lord is, at the same time, veiled, and
they" walk in darkness, and have no light," or clear shining. Oh,
how blessedly does this prove His Divine all-sufficiency, and confirm
that glorious truth, " Is there any thing too hard for the Lord P"
Yea, and there is one more thought with respect to the experience of sustaining power and delivering mercy. Were not our
hearts so treacherous, and, if we were not, alas! so prone to forget our
kind and gracious Deliverer's hand and handiwork, we should be
more becomingly impressed with the fact, that His goodness and
lovingkindness and mercy had been most richly manifested, when
either our faith seemed to be at its lowest ebb, or we were least conscious that our Friend and Brother was at hand, and tenderly and
lovingly engaged on our behalf. So that in very deed He was acting
upon the gracious principle, unconscious as we were at the time of it,
that " all our desire was before Him; and our groaning was not hid
from Him."
Dear reader~ has it not been so P We appeal to your experience.
With regard to some matters, even had you the power, you had not
the presumption (as you conceived it to be) to lay them before the
Lord. You could not venture. It was too much to expect. It
would be making too free. And yet the Lord has, in His own time
and way, more than answered-yea, far, far exceeded-your utmost
hopes and largest desires, but faintest expectations.

•
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And upon these selfsame grounds, .beloved, who knows but the
Lord may be working at this very moment in 'a similar way with
respect to matters which possibly you or ourselves have been bringing
before Him month after month and year after year? As yet there
appears to be no giving heed. There is no answer. All is a blank,
or worse than a blank. The trial continues-the burden increasesthe aspect becomes apparently more criticaL You can do nothing.
Human wisdom and creature strength faiL You are brought to a
stand-point. Well, under these very circumstances how cheering is
the consideration, "Lord, all my desire is befor~ Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee." It is the Lord's will, and the Lord's way.
We cannot" make one hair white or black." The Lord may have a
special, loving purpose in all this discipline, and amid all these disappointments and frustrations. By and by, as in past seasons, He will
clear our cloudy skies, and, in one moment, make all bright and blessed,
giving us afresh to rejoice in the Lord, and to declare He hath "led us
by the right way/" and" done for us great thirrgs, whereof we are glad."
The Lord, meanwhile, help us to wait upon Him to "fight neither
with small nor great, save only with the King of IsraeL"
Oh, reader, how often we think, what a mercy it is to be able to
groan and sigh out our petitions before Him. How sweet it is to
think, "He knoweth the way that I take; and, when He hath tried
. me, I shall come forth as gold." How blessed to knowexperimentally the truth of the poet's words" Through fire and flood she goes,
A weakling, more than strong;
Vents in His--"

[ah, not the creature's, but His]
" Vents in His bosom all her woes,
And, leaning, moves along."

Why, such find it easier far to go to the Lord, than to their fellowmen, for help. How blessed are the occasional cries to "Father!"
"My Father!" "Abba, dear Father!" "Brother!" The" Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother!" The" Friend that loveth at
all times." The" Lord, Lord, help;" the "Father, hear!" The
"Brother, Brother, come down!" The" Lord, Thou knowest all
my need! " The looking up and the looking out,
" When none but God is near."

Oh, this hearl-communion-this bosom-fellowship-these love-whispers
-these closet-cries-these midnight-entreaties-these street-beseechings-these wayside-entreaties! Ah, yes, they serve to make up and
to unravel what is meant by the expression, "Lord, all my desire is
before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee."
Reader, do you know anything of it?
But now a word or two, in conclusion, about the examples of which
we before spoke. Do you think, dear reader, there was nothing of
this experience in respect to the patriarch's feelings and exercises?
Who can tell the depths of his emotions before he was led to exclaim,
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"Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, seeing I go childless?" or,
" Oh that Ishmael might live before Thee!" Again, who can conceive
of what were J acob's feelings during the twenty years' absence of his
loved but long-lost Joseph ? How at a loss was the dear old patriarch
to understand the mysterious course by which he and his were led?
What about the dreams which caused J oseph's brethren to envy him,
" but his father observed the saying ?" Is it unreasonable to suppose
that there were occasional moments in which J acob was disposed to
say, "Well, who can tell? It may be that, after all, J oseph is not
dead, but liveth, and that something may yet come of his ill'eams ?"
Who knows what bubbling up of desire and reviving of hope he may
occasionally have been the subject of upon these very grounds?
Then, if we pass on to David-for time forbids us to dwell upon
J oseph and other characters that might be named-is it not clear,
from his own testimonies, that he knew repeatedly what it was to
have pent-up hopes, and faint desires, and holy longings, the which
he could scarcely venture to express in words, even had he the power
so to do? Look at Psalm x. 17, for example: "Lord, Thou hast heard
the desire of the humble: Thou wilt prepare [margin, establish] their
heart, Thou wilt cause Thine ear to hear." Again, Psalm xxi. 2: "Thou
hast given him Ms heart's desire, and hast not withholden the request
of his lips." Again, Psalm xxvii. 4: "One thing have I desired of
the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the·
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to
enquire in His temple."
And then, beloved, with respect to the groanings, what blessed examples are there throughout the word 'Of the satisfaction and the
blessedness of that declaration of the Apostle's, Rom. viii. 26, "Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." Consider that gracious expression in regard to our adorable Lord at the tomb of Lazarus: "He groaned in the spirit, and was troubled." " Jesus, therefore, again groaning in Himself, cometh to the grave." Observe,
groaning and travail always precede the deliverance, and the sharper
the anguish the nearer relief. Mark, too, the glorious fact recorded
in Exod. ii. 24: "And God heard their groaning, and God remembered
His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with J acob." And,
again, Exod. vi. 5: "And I have also heard the groaning of the
children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I
have remembered my covenant." Oh, what condescension and what
boundless mercy were couched in this declaration, and into what a
vast field of thought does it lead the mind!
Further, dear reader, observe the statement of the Apostle with
respect to this groaning, as given in Rom. viii. 23, 2 Cor. v. 2-4; and
then how blessealy stands out. t.he language 01 our text, "L()1~d, all
my desire is before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from Thee."
St. Luke's, Bedminster, August 12, 1867.
THE EDITOR.
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WAYSIDE NOTES.
THE ABOUNDI~G CONSOLATIONS OF GOD.
" A?'e the consolat£ons of God small w£th thee?" -J OB xv. 11.
SUCH was the question asked the afflicted Job by Eliphaz, one of his false
comforters. It was asked in the sp£rd of censure; but we desire, beloved,
knowing that the people of God are a tried and tempted people, to ask it
in the spird of comfort; for our ever-gracious God has said, "Comfort ye,
comfort ye my,people. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem," Oh that
we may be the means at this season of pouring into some wounded soul
the balm of heavenly consolation, that the downcast one may be led to
sing, through his or her tears" Though vine nor fi~-tree neither
Their wonted frUIt shall bear,
Though all the field should wither,
Nor flocks nor herds be there.
Yet God the same abiding,
His praise shall tune my voice,
For, while in Him confiding,
I cannot but rejoice."
Our object then, beloved, at this season, will be to draw from the word
some of " the consolations of God," and to show that they are not small,
but indeed great. Often, possibly, they are felt to be small by the Lord's
tried ones, because the trial gets the uppermost with them, and a spirit of
rebellion prevails. David must have felt the consolations of God small
when he said, "Is His mercy clean gone for ever? doth His promise fail
for evermore?" And by Hezekiah, when he said, "0 Lord, I am oppressed;
undertake for me." And by Jeremiah, when he said, "0 Lord, Thou hast
deceived me, and I was deceived: Thou art stronger than I, and hast
prevailed: I am in derision daily, everyone mocketh me." All of which
expressions show us plainly enough that in all ages of the Church's
history the Lord's people have been a groaning, crying, doubting people,
standing greatly in need of the consolations of God. Let us now, beloved,
proceed to note some of these abounding consolations.
1. THE COVENANT OF GOD IS A GREAT CONSOLATION.

A covenant is a mutual agreement between two or more parties. Now,
men of business fully understand this, and a man does not feel fully
satisfied with regard to property or otherwise unless the covenant is
signed, sealed, and witnessed. Then has he comfort and peace concerning
the matter in question. So with regard to spiritual things. Our God is
a covenant God. He has made a covenant, not with us, or we should
break it daily, like our first parents did. God made with them a
covenant, the terms of which were, "Do this, and live," which they broke
by eating of the forbidden fruit; and, it being made with Adam, our
federal head, we, as his posterity, were concerned in that covenant, and
fell with his transgression. But the covenant of .redemption and salvation by grace entered into by the sacred Three on behalf of God's elect,
on whom He settled grace and glory before the world began, is a
covenant" ordered in all things, and sure," and one which cannot be
broken. One passage will suffice to sustain this assertion. " Wherein
MM
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God, willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath: that by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have
a swong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before us: which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the vail; whither the Forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an High-priest for ever after
the order of Melchisedec" (Heb. vi. 17-20). Let me feel assured that
I am interested in such a covenant as this, and I can face death and
eternity, having the satisfaction of knowing my God has promised to save
me with an everlasting salvation. Oh, let, then, covenant secur'ity be our
strong consolation! I have no doubt it was meant by our God to be the
source of solid comfort to His timid children" This is our bulwark of defence,
Nor foes nor friends shall drive us hence,
In life, and death, and realms above,
We'll sing predestinating love."
II. THE CHARACTER OF GOD IS AN .A.BOU},TDING CONSOLATION.

His immutability.-He is the Unchanging One. Hath He said it, and
will not He who knows no change fulfil His promise? All below is
changing; events here come upon us like dissolving views. We know" not
what a day may bring forth." But with our God there is no change.
This, then, becomes a great source of consolation. Again, if we regard
His faithfulness, herein is comfort. He is faithful in keeping His
covenant, faithful in all His promises, and we must add (and would
earnestly desire that the tried and tempted would believe it) faithful in
afIlicting His saints, an acknowledgment that David was brought to :
"I know, 0 Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in faithfulness hast afHicted me. Let, I pray Thee, Thy m61'ciful kindness be for
my comfort, according to Thy word unto Thy servant." Then, ag'ain, we
must not forget that precious feature in Jehovah's character, so full of
consolation,
His lovingkindness, a word so oft repeated in the Scriptures, and which
involves a principle with power to put that principle into effect. Let us
explain. A poor beggar comes to my door asking for bread, and supplicating for a trifle to help him on his way. I give him both, not from love,
for I feel no love to him, but from the power which I possess to give him,
moved by pity for him in his forlorn condition. But, on the other hand,
I am a poor man, and my brother seeks my aid. I love him as my own
kindred, but I have no power to assist him, being myself poor. In the
latter case I have the principle, love, without the power to put it into
exercise. In the former I have the power to assist, without a particle of
love to the one who seeks my help. Now this is not so with our God.
He has both the principle and the power; the principle, love-the power,
kindness.
Therefore is He said to be a God full of lovingkindness;
indeed, more than this, lovingkindnesses. Therefore is the act repeated to
His people in every time of need. What consolation there is, then, in
the character of God for every poor needy sinner who trusts to His bounty!
Be it ours, beloved, ever to magnify the character of our God. Again,
Ill. THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD IS ANOTHER GREAT CONSOLATION.

As one has truly said, "Each providence has a voice, if we would only
hear it," and, we might add, that voice utters words of cheer and consola-
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tion, directing us onwards in our pilgrimage-path-a path" studded thick
with Ebenezers." The providence of God is altogether so marvellous to
the writer, that he. is obliged again and again to say, "What has,God
wrought ?" When one thinks of the countless mercies in connexion with
one's family, or business, or pecuniary affairs, it is marvellous how the
Lord has worked. Fears have vanish,ed, forebodings have come to nought,
mountains have sunk into molehills, billows have subsided into mere foam
about our "Rock of salvation," clouds have. become tinged with the
glory-light of the Sun of righteousness, and in the furnace we have
found a Fourth like unto the Son of Man. Oh, says the grateful soul,
"I will hope in the Lord continually, and yet praise Him more and more."
It is true providences are sometimes dark, mysterious, and singular, that is,
to our finite and narrow view of things. As, for instance, when one is taken
we least expect and can least spare, others are spared that seem as if they
coulc1 be better spared. Or, again, how often is it that the strong and
hearty, with the world before them, and they so buoyant and fUll of
spirits, are yet cut down as the grass, while the familiar adage is fulfilled, "The creaking gate hangs longest." But what are all these
things for but to bring confidence in the flesh to nothing, and to give us a
warning voice as clear as the handwriting upon the wall at Belshazzar's
feast? Much, very much, more might be said upon the providence of God.
Reader, we must leave you to fill up the testimony of your own experience
concerning it. We pass on to another source of comfort, namely,
IV. THE WORD OF GOD IS A GREAT CONSOLATION.

It "ould be no consolation to us if we doubted for a moment its inspiration, or entertained the flimsy objections that are raised by infidels to
it. They say, for instance,
1. It £s strange that God s7wuld select as the principal recipients of His
bounty and favour, so obscu1'e a people as the ancient Jews. We reply, " Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do right?" Is it our position as poor
frail, finite creatures, to call in question His prerogative? "Woe unto
him that striveth with his Maker! Let the potsherds strive with the potsherds of the earth. Shall the clay say to Him that fashioneth it, What
makest Thou?" "Nay but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest against
God? . . . . Hath not the potter power over the clay, of the same lump
to make one vessel unto honour, and another unto dishonour ?" But then
they say,
2. It often happens that the teaching of the Bible does not produce good
moral effects upon those who profess to believe it. The more the pity; that is
not the fault of the Bible, but of the professor; and we must recollect that
it is not those that make an external profession of religion, that are really
effected by the teaching of the Bible; there are counterfeit Ohristians as
there are counterfeit guineas. And then they say,
3. The Scr£ptures contain many inconsistencies and contradictions. We deny
it. If anything appears a contradiction, it is because of man's ignorance,
which shows the deeper need of the Spirit's teaching. Let us refer to an
apparent contradiction which will prove our point. Turn with us to
the 6th chap. of St. Paul's Epistle to the Galatians, at the 2nd vel'. it is
written, "Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Ohrist."
While at the 5th vel'. it is written, "For every man shall bear his own
burden." How is this apparent paradox to be explained? We conceive
easily enough. In the former injunction, "to bear one another's burdens,"
,
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in the original it conveys the description of one who has too much weight
to carry, and needs help; in the latter it signifies an ability to bear the
burden put upon one. Thus tIre people of God are to do both; they are
first to bear the burden of their own households, providing for their own
families: "If any man provide not for his own, and specially for those of
his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel."
Now, a man having done this, is enjoined to see to it whether he cannot
help a weaker brother, and, so bearing first his own burden, then take
every opportunity of bearing one another's burdens. But then it might
be said, How is the other paradox to be explained? We are " so to fulfil
the law of Christ," while elsewhere it is written, "Ohrist is the End of the
law for righteousness' sake." The law which Ohrist has fulfilled, is the
justice of God demanding the penalty of death on account of the tJ.-ansgression of the sinner, which Jesus paid by the sacrifice of Himself in the
sinner's stead. The law which Ohrist enjoins His people to fulfil is, "A
new commandment I give unto you, That ye love another." And the way
to fulfil this law is by bearing one another's burdens: "And whosoever
[said our dear Redeemer] shall give to ill-ink unto one of these little ones
a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you,
he shall in no wise lose his reward." Thus, dear reader, in this instance,
as in every other of an apparent contradiction, it will, if understoGd, but
bring out the beauty of Scripture, and fully meet the infidel's objection.
We do not deny that there are many things difficult to comprehend. It
would be strange, indeed, if supernatural things were simple and obvious
to finite capacities, but we do maintain that every difficulty and apparent
contradiction is made plain enough when the Holy Spirit is the Teacher,
and a grace-taught soul the pupil.
"If aught there dark appear,
Bewail thy want of sight;
No imperfection can be there,
For all God's words are right."
And then in another way the word of God is a great consolation. Sometimes one thinks of the teeming multitude of religionists, Are they all
wrong? While we are penning these lines, accounts are being read of
five hundred thousand Roman Oatholics gathered under the dome of St.
Peter's, at Rome. Are they all wrong? Again, while one is writing, the
intelligent Jews are presenting to the late Ohief Magistrate of the Oity
of London a handsome present in token of their esteem for his conduct,
and in their presentation declaring their adherence to the old faith. Are
these intelligent men all wrong? Then is one obliged to come to the
word of God, and to say, Well, this must be my rule of fa,ith-God's revealed will to His Ohurch. By it I must stand or fall; and, in the midst
of much that is conflicting, oh, it is a great consolation to feel my experience and belief will stand the test of the sacred Scriptures; and then
where the word of God so particularly seems the source of "great consolation" is in the season of affiiction. Oh, then, when we are laid low,
what a balm does many a precious portion and promise become! When
weariness of body makes everything else tedious, what a solace there is
in those portions that we have retained in our memory, but which then
seem made and inspired expressly for us! And this brings us to another
thought. As it is the Holy Ghost who alone can apply the word, and make
it thus pointed, penetrating, and precious-
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V. THE SPIRIT OF GOD IS "THE GOD OF ALL CONSOLATION."

In the inward spiritualrefreshings, and in the strengthening of the hearts
of the Lord's people time after time; as also in the application of the
precious promises of God raising their drooping spirits, and cheering them
onwards and homewards; and then especially in the unfoldings of a
precious Ohrist, which endears Him more and more to them: thus is the
Holy Spirit the Worker of comfort to their souls.
VI. THE ELECTION OF GOD IS A SOURCE OF GREAT CONSOLATION.

Upon this point we need not dwell, having enlarged thereon in our
June notes; out the more we know and realize of this precious doctrine,
the more are we satisfied that it is a sure resting-place for the sole of the
foot-a rock upon which we may stand and bid defiance to the billows of
trial, and the ever-surging tide of circumstances by which we are surrounded; and the more we know of this hallowed doctrine, the more we
are satisfied also that it is at the bottom of all we realize as saved sinners:
as dear Hart sings,
" Election-'tis a word divine;
For, Lord, I plainly see,
Rad not Thy choice prevented mine,
I ne'er had chosen Thee."
VII. THE GRACE, OF GOD IS A SOURCE OF SPECIAL CONSOLATION.

If to attain to heavenly joys depended upon individual perseverance,
there would be no comfort for US, ,beloved; for we should again and again
utterly faint and fall by the way: as dear Hart sings,
" For perseverance strength I've none,
But would on this dependThat Jesus having lov'd His own,
He lov'd them to the end."
And those whom He loves He will sustain and supply with all needful
grace throughout their pilgrimage; and, oh, what a consolation it is to
feel that one is drawing and drawing and <hawing from a Godhead
fulness that can never fail, from a Fountain that is ever springing up,
from a Storehouse of corn more plentiful than Joseph's, and from a Bank
whose coffers are ever full !
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor!"
And then,
VIII. THE FINISHED WORK OF CHRIST IS A GREAT CONSoLATION.

We were called to speak the word in a little chapel the other Sabbath
evening, and, after the service, a poor man shook us warmly by the hand,
saying, " We have many preachers come here, sir, that tell us to do this
and do the other, but you have told us that it is all done, and this suits us
poor creatures much better." Yes, beloved, this suits every undone sinner
who feels Ohrist to be his All. It is useless telling the poor culprit to
break his chains and come out of prison: his chains are made of iron,
and he has no tools; but, unlock the fetters for him, tell him you hold in
your hand the Queen's free pardon, open the doors for him, and you make
him a joyous man. So, again, it is useless telling a man that has fallen
into a deep pit to climb up the sides and come out: the more he tries,
the deeper he sinks into the miry clay; but let strong arms be outstretched
to raise him to the surface, and he will shout gratitude to his deliverer.
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IX. UNION TO' CHRIST IS A PRECIOUS SOURCE OF CONSOLATION.

TheWesleyan notion of "falling away from grace," could bring no
comfort or solid rest to my soul-a poor marriage, indeed, to be united
one day, and the tie broken the next. In Christ and out of Christ, at the
caprice of the creature, could but entail misery and ruin; but, blessed be
the Lord, we have not so learned Christ, and do not so read our Bibles.
"Ye are complete in Him [saith the sacred word] which is the Head of
all principalities and powers." "Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ?" .
X. A SENSE OF PARDON IS A GREAT CONSOLATION.

If one went to one's daily business under a burdened conscience, and
carrying a load of unpardoned guilt, oh, what a damp and misery must
one feel! The very apprehension of the future would produce constant
alarm, and we should be, like Felix, a trembler. But, let me have an inward assurance that I am a pardoned man, and I go forth to my appointed
lot with an easy mind, and I find I am in possession of a consolation that
brings "the promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to
come."
XI. COMMUNION WITH THE SAINTS IS ANOTHER BLESSED CONSOLATION.

Sometimes it does not come up to the expectation, yet it is sweet to
meet on the way with those who love Jesus. Paul speaks of when he came
to Macedonia with the brethren, they were troubled on every side:
" Nevertheless God, that comforteth those that are cast down, comforted
us by the coming of Titus" (2 Cor. vii. 6).
The term saints is often' used as one of scorn-" Oh, they are the
saints!" say the· world, "we must cut them." But a more honourable
title cannot be, for the word means" holy ones." Be it ours to court
those the world cuts. And now, in conclusion, beloved, the last great consolation of God we will name, is,
XII. THE PROSPECT OF GLORY.

The Church of Christ is redeemed, sanctified, preserved, and glorijied
by her living covenant Head, and no power can sever the links of the
golden chain. Glorification is her eternal destiny. Oh, think, beloved,
what a world of glory we shall realize with Jesus hereafter. "At that
day," said our dear Redeemer, "ye shall know that I am in the Father,
and you in me, and I in you." What a day that will be-all trials over,
and we shall see Him as He is. He who for years we have reckoned
upon. Who can paint it? who can picture it? what pen can describe it?
Why, then, fear that Jordan that is only the last depth in the voyage
home? Why tremble at " the article of death," which is but the passage
to the gate of the celestial City? Why dread the grave, which is only the
receptacle of the crumbling tenement that shall rise" a glorified body?"
Is not the prospect of eternity cheering? Is not the anticipation of heaven
a great consolation to the soldier of the cross, who has to battle on through
life's turmoil and trials to the victor's crown, and to wait the Master's
bidding-" Come up higher?"
" 'Tis there He says I am to dwell,
With Jesus in the realms of day;
Then I shall bid my cares farewell,
And He shall wipe my tears away."

--- -
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Well, now, beloved, we have brought before you many of the consolations
of God; are they small with thee? Oh, no! they must be great, indeed.
Think of them again and again; let faith lay fast hold of them: The
covenant of God, "ordered in all things, and sure i" the character of God,
immutable, faithful, and full of lovingkindness; the providence of God, so
unerring and wise; the word of God, inspired and truthful; the Spirit
of God, the great source of consolation; the election of God, a precious
doctrine, full of comfort; the grace of God, promised in every time
of need; the finished work of Christ, leaving the creature nothing to
do; union to Him, that no power can destroy; living under a sense of
pardon; communion with the saints, and then the prospect of eternal
glory. These are a goodly budget of precious consolations, that must
bring us to respond to the question, "Are the consolations of God small
with thee ?" Oh, no! they are great, indeed; may the Lord grant me
faith to lay hold of them!
In conclusion, then, beloved, surely there is much in this subject to
bring us into joy and peace in believing, and we do trust that it may be
blessed to the comfort and encouragement of some downcast one. I
am satisfied from observance that the children of God suffer more from
depression than the worldling; there is a ·:firmness of nerve and hardness
of mind that the worldling possesses, that they seem devoid of-perhaps it
is that grace has melted their spirits into nothingness. Now it seems as
if the Lord, knowing what nervous, timid ones they would be, has given
them great and precious promises that should be to them a source of
great and precious consolation. God grant that those sources of consolation which have been named, may abide with us, beloved. And may the
grace of the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
Dfora.
G. O.

OLOSET-SIGHS.
ALL

on earth is fleeting, fadingPassing shadows, soon to cease;
Heart-string ties are ever breaking;
Nothing here can give me peace.
Life is passing, strength is failing,
Earthly pleasures waning fast;
Dying friends and broken cisterns
Tell me nothing here can last.

Jesus, leaning on Thy bosom,
Let me bear the daily cross,
And, with longing expectation,
Pant for better, brighter joys!
When in death's dark, gloomy valley,
Groaning, struggling to be gone,
Break the chains, unloose the fetters,
Lead my ransomed spirit home.

But, to realize my portion
In a faithful, covenant God,
Raises me beyond corruption,
Leads me to His bless'd abode;
The?'e is joy and bliss unfading,
Thel'e no change can ever come;
Sin and sorrow, grief and anguish,
Never enter that bless'd home.
Binningham.

There, with yonder countless mi I lions,

..
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Ransom'd sinners, sav'd by grace;
May I worship and adore Thee,
And behold Thee face to face!
The?'e the praise will be unceasing,
There the song for ever new;
" Glory, honour, praise, and power"
Be to Him that brought us through.

E. B. M.

To be had post-free of Mrs. Moens, 47, Bath Row, Birmingham; 6d. per dozen, or
3s. 6d. per hundred.
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THE PRESENCE, POWER, AND PLEASURE OF JEHOVAH IN
HIS PEOPLE.
" The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty,. He will save, He will reJoioe
over thee with Joy; He will rest in His love, He will Joy over thee with
singing."-ZEPH. iii. 17.
IT is interesting to notice that, though sin found its way into the world
through the_disobedience of our first parents, and consequently that the
world became corrupted by sin, God has always had a people in the
world in whom He has displayed His power, whom He has saved by His
grace, and over whom He has rejoiced. Although Adam's eldest son,
Cain, had become so corrupted by sin, as to present to God an offering
which showed him to have anything but a penitent, humble mind, Abel
is found to have a fear in his heart for the Lord, for he brought unto the
Lord an offering which showed the state of his mind to be quite the opposite
to that of his brother. " And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his
offering: but unto Cain and to his offering He had notrespect."
Coming down in the history of the world, we find sin is hardening men's
hearts and so corrupting them, that" it repented the Lord that He had
made man on the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart." But, we read,
"Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord." Advancing still, we come
down to the period after the flood: the world is sunk in idolatry, and the
true God unknown by it: and it seemed as if the Church had become
extinct-that the righteous seed had died out. But, inthe midst of the
idolatrous people, we find, residing in Ur of the Chaldees, one Abram,
to whom the Lord said, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I shall shew thee: and
I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy
name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed." Advancing still, we find the Church in the
world still existing in the patriarchs; and at a later period it is found in
Egypt, living in the midst of that idolatrous people; yet it is kept distinct
and separate from them. At a still later period, after having been persecuted and oppressed by the idolatrous Egyptians, and in danger of
becoming mixed up with them, we find the Lord separating His Church
from the corrupting influence of the Egyptians, and delivering it from
their hard bondage. To keep that Church distinct, God commanded that
the Israelites should make no marriages with other nations; and, when
this command was broken, the Lord manifested His displeasure, and those
marriage contracts had to be dissolved: and in every age of the world God
has preserved His Church. True, it has always been in the minority;
Satan has hitherto had the pre-eminence, and sought its destruction; but
it has be.en like the bush in the desert, burning with fire yet not consumed.
At one time a prophet of the Lord was distressed in mind, and said, "I
have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel
have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down Thine altars, and slain Thy
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my
life, to take it away." But the Lord had reserved for Himself seven
thoilsand who were worshippers not of Baal, ~ut of the Lord J ehovah.
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We come down to the time when that Church was taken into captivity,
and the temple destroyed. Why was this? Because the Church had
become corrupted like the other nations of the earth; and, though the
Jewish nation was thus broken up and scattered, a remnant was preserved
by God, which constituted His Church in the world. "The remnant of
Israel," saith the prophet, in vel'. 13, "shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies;
neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth: for they shall feed
and lie down, and none shall make them afraid ;" and, referring to the day
when the Lord would take them away from His people their judgments,
and cast Qut their enemies, he says, "In that day it shall be said to J erusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The Lord
thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over
thee with joy; He will rest in His" love, He will joy over thee with
singing." Now God still has His Church in the world-that is,'a people
who love and serve Him-a people who are the objects of His grace; and
these words of our text apply to His Church in the world, through all
time, whatever may be the circumstances in which it may be placed.
Notice, fu'st, The nearness of God to His Church: "the Lord thy God in
the midst of thee." We are sometimes inclined to think, in our unbelief,
that the cause of truth and righteousness in the world is that which is
lost sight of by God, or why so much evil in the world? why is sin
allowed to triumph? why are men who love God brought into trouble
and distress often more than others who have no love to God and no desire
after Him? And such a thought is calculated to cau~e a godly man to be
discouraged and lose heart; but, saith God, "Let not thine hand be slack.
The Lord thy God is in the midst of thee." Referring to the seven
Eastern Churches, the apostle John speaketh of Him who walketh in the
midst of them, thus teaching the gt'eat care and notice the Head of the
Church bestows upon His people. He is in the midst of them. For what
purpose? To teach them by His Spirit the things of God; to work in them
"accordin~ to the working of His mighty power;" keeping their hearts
true to Him, preventing them from being drawn away by the evil of the
world. The words may be taken as applying to the whole Church of
God, or to individual members of it. Taking the Church collectively,
scattered through the world, as forming part of that family redeemed from
sin by the blood of" the 'Lamb slain from before the foundation of the
world," it may be said, "The Lord thy God is in the midst of thee." God
takes the oversight of His Church-He is the Shepherd and Keeper of
Israel-He knows them that· are His-He knows them in whose hearts
is a love for Him. Taking the Church individually, to every believer it
may be said, "The Lord thy God is in the midst of thee." " Ye are the
temple of the living God," saith the apostle to believers-as God hath
said, "I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people." This nearness of God to His peopleis that
thought which is most cheering and consoling to the mind of every godly
man. What is it that he longs for? What is it that he prays for? For
God; he wants God to be near to him; his language is, "My soul thirstet?
for God, for the living God." There are times when it seems that God IS
far removed from .His people; when their prayers appear to be offered
in vain, and they are led to cry, Will the Lord cast off for ever? and
will He be favourable no more? Is His mercy clean gone for ever?
Doth His promise fail for ever more? Hath God forgotten to be gracious?
Hath He in anger shut up His tender mercies? But in every such season
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it may be said, "The Lord thy God is in the midst of thee." Howexpressive these words! Every true believer may rejoice in the thought of
God's nearness; He is to them a God nigh at hand and not afar off; .His
. eyes are upon him; He heareth his prayers. " The eyes of the Lord are
over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers; but the face
of the Lord is against them that do evil." "The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them."
How calculated are all the expressions of Scripture to encourage the
minds of God's people! Has God in His grace called us to Himself? Has
He quickened the divine life in our souls? Then to us God is ever near.
In our every-day life, when we lie down and when we awake-when we
go abroad, and when in our quiethome-circle-He is near: "The Lord thy
God is in the midst of thee." The believer cannot see the Lord near to
him; he has not to walk by sight, but by faith; all the promises of God
have to be believed. Our Lord said to all His people, just before He left
the world and ascended to His Father, "Lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world." The believer has therefore to go through the
world leaning upon an Arm which he cannot see, but on which he rests
by faith. How strikingly is this remark illustrated in the case of Elisha,
the Lord's prophet, when in Dothan. The king of Syria sent thither
horses and chariots and a g'1'eat host, and they came by night and compassed the city about. That did not in the least trouble Elisha, for he
believed that the Lord was around him as a wall of fire. But the servant
of the man of God was greatly troubled, and said, "Alas, my master!
how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us
are more than they that be with them." But, to satisfy the young man, who
had not the faith of his master, Elisha prayed the Lord to open his eyes.
" And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold,
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire around about Elisha."
Every believer is thus defended by God. To him it may be said, from
the moment that his heart is drawn by the cords of God's everlasting
love, "The Lord thy God is in the midst· of thee." Oh, how full
oflove! How zealous for God is that congregation of believers, of which
it can be said, "The Lord thy God is in the midst of thee." It is the
secret of strong religious life, of earnest soul-breathings and longings
after God j it is the secret of fervent, effectual prayer, the life of devotion, the secret of soul-prosperity, and of growth in holiness.
Secondly, The power of God towards His Ohurch: "The Lord thy God
in the midst of thee is mighty." Godly men often lose sight of God's
power; they often forget, to their own unhappiness, that all things are
possible with God. The dealings of God with His Ohurch are those of a
Sovereign. He doeth what He willeth, and He maketh everything bend
to His will. See this illustrated in the case of the Israelites at the Red
Sea. Never had they such a proof of God's mighty power as they had
when the sea was made to divide, and a path was made for them through
the bed of the ocean. Truly might it be said to Israel on that day,
" The Lord thy God is mighty." Many proofs were gi~'en to the Israelites
that the Lord their God who had led them out of Egypt was mighty.
In times of peril and distress, God had always proved Himself to be
mighty towards His people. In all the displays of His power he had
ever taught them their own utter weakness. When they came to the
Red Sea, what must they do? Stand still, and see the power of, God.
When Joshua was commanded to go against Jericho and take the city,
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what must he do to get an entrance into the city? Begin to break down
ilie wall which surrounded it? No. His men of war and seven prjests,
bearing the ark of the covenant, with seven rams' horns before it, were
to oompa_s the city, and go round it once for six days, and on the seventh
day they were to compass the city seven times; the priests were to blow
with the trumpets, and then the wall of the city fell down flat. There
seemed no connexion whatever between the use of the means and the result
acc-omplished. Why was this? Because God designed to teach His people
that it was not by their valour nor by their strength that they prevailed,
but by the strength of Him who, as the Lord their God in the midst of
them, was mighty. The whole Church of God, from the beginning of the
world downward, is a grand display of the powers of God. To every
regenerated man, once in a state of. alienation from God, under the
power and dominion of Satan, and dead in sin, it may be said, "The
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty." He is mighty in
carrying on the work of grace in the soul, mighty in bringing the soul
into conformity with the divine image, in subduing the power of sin
and the evil propensities which belong to a sinful, depraved nature. It is
well for the Church that God is pleased to prove Himself mighty towards
it. Nothing short of the mighty power of God could overcome the might
and malignity of Satan. " We wrestle," says the Apostle, in writing to the
believers at Ephesus, "not against flesh and blood," although flesh and
blood ha,e to be m:estled against, but against things mightier than flesh
and blood-" against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkne_~ of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."
ow i is mo t cheering to the mind of the godly man to know that the
Lord in the midst of him is mighty. He knows this when he looks
abroad upon the world, and sees wonderful displays of it. But the Lord
God is mighty towards him personally; it is this thought which is most
cheering. Let him be placed in such a perilous position as was Daniel
when thrown into the den of lions, or as were the three Hebrew
brethren when cast into the fiery furnace, or as was Mordecai when
wicked Haman intended to hang him upon the gallows which he had prepared for that purpose-let the believer, I say, be placed in the most
perilous position, and he can rest in the thought, as did these men, "The
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty."
Thirdly, The salvation granted to the Church-" He will save." To
save His people is the pUTpose for which God's power is displayed. In
all His dealings with Israel, God put forth that power, in granting to
them temporal deliverance, in order that the Church through all time
might know that He is mighty to save their souls. In speaking of Mary,
the angel said to J oseph, "She shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt
call His name Jesus." Why? "Because," says the angel, "He shall
save His people from their sins." How beautifully adapted to our
wants are the expressions of Scripture, as the revelation of God's grace!
We are not called upon to save ourselves; indeed, God views men as
utterly helpless; sin has brought them into that state, in which they
are " altogether as an unclean thing;" every imagination and thought of
their mind being- only evil, and that continually. Job says, "Who can
bring a clean thing out of an unclean?" Not one. And again he saith,
" How can he be clean that is born of a woman?" And David saith,
"Behold, I was born in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.?'
In this state God brings all His people to see themselves; and how chee1'-
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ing to them is the thought, "He will save. " There is no word so full of
meaning as the word SAYE. The design of God from the beginning lias
been to save His people. Every event which has taken place in' the
'world-the rise and fall of kingdoms, civil and national wars, distress
and poverty-all these things are part of a grand plan which God
has in view in saving His people. As we look at these different parts we
are constrained to say, "Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom
and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His
ways past finding out!" After all our trying to harmonize the working
out of the divine plan with our own notions of wisdom and justice, we are
necessitated to-fall back into the spirit of little c:hildren, upon which God
has revealed "He will save." That is the revealed truth which the
Church of God has to treasure up in her hear. As we look at these
words respectively, we shall see that they are words of consolation; so
that tpe persons to whom they are addressed are supposed to be in a
distressed state. Let us suppose that the prophet addJ:essed these words
to those idolatrous Babylonians, as well as to the Israelites who were kept
in bondage by them, and we shall not see the force of the words, and we shall
lose sight of their meaning. To the distressed captives longing for the time
of their deliverance to arrive the words are addressed, "The Lord thy
God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save." To that poor penitent
sinner, who is distressed and anxious to obtain freedom from sin, and
longing for the time of deliverance, the words are spoken, "He will
save." We must never lose sight of this distressed state of mind as that
which must precede salvation. All who are God's people have experienced
it. It is the work of the divine Spirit to bring into that distressed state
all those whom God will save. All the expressions of the New Testament
are only to be understood by keeping this in view. To the Philippian
jailer, Paul said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be
saved." Why did he say this? Because he was distressed, and cried,
" What must I do to be saved?" The publican went down from the temple
justified; he had cried, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner;" and now
might the words have been addressed to him, "He will save." Why?
Because he was distressed on account of his sin. To the thief on the
cross, our Lord said, lC To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise"
-that is, To-day will I verify in your experience, "He will save."
Why did our Lord say this to him? Because the thief was distressed on
account of his sins, and cried, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest
into Thy kingdom." So to every man distressed on account of his sins, are
addressed the words, "He will save." And this distressed state is that
which must be the effect of grace; it must be according to the working
of God's mighty power in the soul, or it is not godly sorrow. Thus, He
that is mighty will save that man who in His grace He brings into that
state in which he is so distressed that he wants to be saved, so distressed
that he is deeply anxious to be saved; and hence the force of our Lord's
words, "The whole need not a physician, but they. that are sick." Ah,
we are all whole in our own eyes, till God's Holy Spirit opens our eyes,
and shows us, and causes us to feel, that we are sick. "I came not to
call the righteuus, but sinners to repentance." Now they who esteem
themselves righteous are in fact sinners, so that we must understand our
Lord to mean by the term sinners those distressed on account of their
sins-those who see and feel themselves sinners-or we make Him to utter
an untruth. Indeed, they who are right in their own eyes, who are dead'
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in sin, ne,er having been quickened to a new life, do not want to be
sa,ad' they have no desll'e to be saved. So to that man who has during
a "hole lifetime been living without God, alienated from God in his
heart-say to him, "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
He \\ill save:" he receives not' the message with gratitude; he has no
desire to be saved; he knows not what it means. So to the poor prodigal
son, when he has just left his father's house, when in the midst of his folly
and sin he is delighting. in his wayward course-tell him his father will
receive him: he cares not for what you say; your words are as pearls
cast before swine. But go to him when he has come to himself, when he is
distressed on account of h£s sin, and then tell him his father will receive him;
you tell him that which is good news in his ears. So to the poor distressed sinner, we say, "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty;
He will save;" For Ohrist died to save all distressed, lost sinners. "He
will save;" showing that salvation is a thing certain; in His own time
he will bring peace to the soul, and assure it of forgiveness. There may
be some anxious .doubts and fears in the mind-there may be earnest
longings after the inward witness of being a child of God-yet such an one
may rest assured that" HE WILL SAVE." From the moment that God in
His grace calls a man to Himself, all through his course, and even in the
darkest seasons, when all things seem to be against him, and at last, in
the midst of the swellings of Jordan, there is the cheering voice, "The
Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save."
Fourthly, The joy of God over His Church: "He will rejoice over thee
with joy." From these expressions we learn the great delight God takes
in His people; they are the work of His own hands, the subjects of His
free grace; the monuments of His mercy. As the good Shepherd, Christ,
represents Himself as finding His lost sheep, and laying it on His shoulders rejoicing, and He says, "Joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that
repenteth "-from the moment that a sinner, through grace, hears the
voice of Jesus calling him, it may be said to him, "God will rejoice over
thee with joy." He will thus rejoice, because "He shall see of the
travail of His soul [which He endured in the garden, and on the cross],
and be satisfied." He will thus rejoice because He sees in every penitent
sinner His own workmanship. God's people are often inclined to think
themselves forgotten of God, and are led to indulge in thoughts hostile to
Him, When the Israelites were led into Babylon, while they sat down
by the rivers, and wept when they remembered Zion, it seemed that the
Lord took no delight in them-that He had given them over to the power
of their enemies. But the time was to come when, as the prophet says,
" God will rejoice over thee." Oh, the time has come with a man, when
the day of grace dawns, and the day-star arises in his heart-when God
rejoices over him with joy. He rejoices over him as His own adopted,
blood-bought child; and, in carrying on the work of sanctification through
all its stages, in fashioning his spirit and conforming it to the image of
His dear S-on, He rejoices over him with joy. Scime of you know how a
godly father rejoices over his children-how he employs all the means he
can to secure their eternal welfare; and, when those children realize his
expectations and wishes, when he sees them loving and serving their
father's God, he has cause to rejoice over them with joy, Now all God's
children attain to what God designs them: the work which He begins in
them He completes; He puts His Spirit within them, and brings them
all to bear the image of His only-begotten Son.
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If an earthly father rejoices in the well-being qf his children, with how
much more joy must our heavenly Father rejoice over His children, as
those whom He plucked as brands n:om the burning-as those whom He
. redeemed from sin, rescued from Satan's power, and saved! This joy is
not a temporary emotion, but permanent: unto the end of their course and
through eternity-" He will rejoice over His people with joy. And then
notice, lastly,
The unchangeableness of God's love towards His Ohurch: "He will
rest in His love." How beautiful is this expression! meaning that God's
love for His people is not that which alters-not that which depends upon
circumstances.. It is not changeable, but fixed. It is that which was
from eternity. Those whom God loves, He loves to the end. He will
rest in His love; He will not be dissatisfied with it; He will not repent of
it; He will be well pleased with it. How expressive the phrase: "He
will rest in His love." The mother rests in the love which she has for her
babe; nothing would turn her love from it; her whole life and action
must be shaped with a regard to her babe. She delights in it; she feels
happy in her love. None but a mother can know a mother's love; but
even a mother may not rest in her love; she may, as God says, forget her
sucking child, and cease to love it-it is a thing unlikely and unnatural,
but possible; she may forget: yet, to show the fixedness of God's love, "I
will not forget thee," He saith to His Ohurch-" He will rest in' His
love." And now comes the question which concerns each one of us: Do
I belong to the Ohurch of God? Am I His? or am I not? To answer
this question, our Lord says to each, "Lovest thou me?" Oh, if we love
Ohrist,:though that love be but feeble, it is because He first loved us; and,
if God loves thee, 0 man, 0 woman-loves thee with His adopting
love-whatever may happen to thee in life, whatever be the storms and
tempests thou mayest have to brave on life's sea, rest assured that thy God
will rest in His love; He will bring thee to the haven of peace, and joy
over thee with singing.

END OF BISHOP GARDINER.
ON the day of the martyrdom of Ridley and Latimer, Gardiner waited
with impatience for the account of their burning, having arranged that
messengers should be despatched to inform him as soon as the pile should
be set on fire. He delayed sitting down to his dinner till he received the desired intelligence, which arrived about four o'clock. He sat now down to his
dinner, and, as Fox remarks, "he was not disappointed of his lust, but,
while the meat was yet in his mouth, the heavy wrath of God came upon
him." While at table, he felt the first attacks of a mortal disease, the
effect of vices in which he had long indulged; and though, for some days
afterwards, he was able to go out and attend the parliament, his illness
rapidly increased, until, as was stated by one of his contemporaries, he became so offensive, "that it was scarcely possible to get anyone to come
near him." The sufferings of his mind were not less painful than those
of his body. He frequently exclaimed, "I have sinned like Peter, but I
have not wept like him." He endured these protracted pains longer than
Ridley and Latimer had suffered, lingering in this state till the 13th of
November, during which time it is recorded that" he spab little but
blasphemy and filthiness, and gave up the ghost with curses in his mouth,
in terrible and inexpressible torments.". What were the sufferings of the
martyrs compared with these?
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"THE OLD ARE BETTER."
COXCLUDING THOUGHTS UPON HYMNS OF DEPARTED POE1'S.

J-UIES MmrrGOMERY was one of the last of our standard English hymnwriters. He died in 1854, and might have been personally known to many
of us. His hymns are full of poetic genius; and, although not deep in
doctrine or experience, there is a soothing tendency about them, without
any of the morbid and depressing character of those of the present day.
With the graceful and touching stanza on the loss of friends, the most of
us are familiar ; .
" Friend after friend departs:
Who hath not lost a friend P
There is no union here of hearts,
That finds not here an end.
Were this vain world our place ofrest,
Living or dying, none were blest."
But Montgomery's best hymn (if it can be called one) is on "Prayer,"
and there is a circumstance connected with it of a somewhat interesting
character. The death of Fauntleroy on the gallows for forgery, many years
ago, excited the sorrow and sympathy of the people of England; but the
recollection is still vivid of the impression generally made by the poor
culprit reciting this hymn as he was led forth to die; and the last verse
he audibly repeated : "0 Thou by whom we come to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way;
The path of prayer Thyself hath trod:
Lord, teach us how to pray! "
In itself the hymn has every claim to popularity, but it was rendered
public by this circumstance. The poetry is sublime, the similes graceful,
and the subject-matter thoroughly scriptural. The question supposed to
be asked, "What is prayer?" is answered in each verse : " Prayer is .the soul's sincere desire,
Utter'd or unexpress'd;
The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the breast."
It is "the burden of a sigh," the heart, too full for utterance, relieving itself
thus of its weight. There is the aspiration of the soul to Ohrist ; " The upward glancing of an eye,
When none but God is near"like Hagar in the desert, and N athaniel under the fig-tree. Again,
prayer is "the sublimest strain" that can rise up and reach heaven, the
"vital breath" of the Ohristian, his "native air," and, at the gates of
death, his" watchword "-" He enters heaven with prayer."
"Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice,
Returning from his ways;
While angels in their songs rejoice,
And say, Behold, he prays!"
And, while engaged in prayer, the saints of God appear as one, holding
fellowship with God in Ohrist:" Nor prayer is made on earth alone;
The Holy Spirit pleads,
And Jesus, on th' eternal throne,
For sinners intercedes."
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The concluding verse, aheady quoted, is an invocation to Christ, and each
line might have a text attached to it.
The hymn,
" Come to Calvary's holy mountain,
Sinners, ruin'd by the fall!"
bears a strong resemblance to that of Hart : " Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched,
Lost and ruin'd by the fall."
The last versa sets forth the work of the Trinity in unity:" Come, ye dying, live for ever!
'Tis a soul-reviving flood:
God is faithful, He will never
Break His cov'nant, seal'd in blood,
Sign'd when our Redeemer died,
By the Spirit ratified."
Among Montgomery's hymns there are several much prized and well
known: "Hail to the Lord's Anointed;" "Ha1'k, the song of jl~bz'lee ; "
., B1'ight and joyful was tlte morn,o" "To Thy temple I r·epair·." But there
is one more worthy of special notic"e, full of solemnity and sublimity. It
has taken its place as the first hymn of the day:"For ever with the Lord!
Amen, so let it be !
Life from the dead is in that word,
'Tis immortality!"
The Father's house is the home of the soul, and how near- when seen by
the eye of faith! The thirsty spirit fainting to reach Jerusalem above!
" For ever with the Lord!
Father, if 'tis Thy will,
The promise of that faithful word
E'en here to me fulfil."
So that at l,ast, escaping by death f1'om death, gaining eternal life; the hymn
concludes as sweetly as it commenced:"Knowing, as I am known,
How shall I love that word!
And oft repeat before the throne,
, For ever with the Lord!' "
The chorus is not the least beautiful of the whole : " Here in the body pent,
Absent from Him I roam;
Yet nightly pitch my moving tent
A day's march nearer home."
Here we have briefly brought before us the Israelites in their wilderness
journeys, pitching their tents as they encamped, and each day's march
bringing them nearer to the Canaan in prospect, "the promised land of
rest."
"1 sing the C1'OSS," said Henry Kirke White. His song was of short
duration, but most sweet. "The Hiding-place," "Awake, sweet har-p of
Judah, wake /" " Gh1'istian brethren, ere we part," are well known: also,
" The Ohristian Soldier encouraged":" Much in sorrow, oft in woe,
Onward, Christian, onward go!
Fight the fight, and, worn with strife,
Steep with tears the Bread of life."
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Again, the" Eternal Monarch":" The Lord our God is Lord of all;
His station who can find?
I hear Him in the waterfall,
I hear Him in the wind."
But Kirke White's "Star of Bethlehem" possesses an undying fame. It
has the grace of Oowper, the experience of Newton, the pathos of ,Vatts,
and the boldness of Toplady. The two £I'st verses describe the heavens
as bestrewed with glittering stars; yet is there only one among them
attractive to the eye of the sinner; a chorus of praise breaks forth from
each host, but the Sta'r of Bethlehem alone proclaims the Saviour:" When marshall'd on the nightly plain,
The glitt'ring host bestud the sky,
One star alone of all the train
Can fix the sinner's wandering eye.
" Hark! hark! to God the chorus breaks,
From every host, from every gem;
But one alone the Saviour speaks,
It is the Star of Bethlehem."
Then comes the application: it is the poet describing his own experience,
a sinner alone upon the seas in a dark night-the storm loud, the ocean
yawning, and his foundering bark tossed upon it; when, in the midst of
these honors, death-struck and powerless, a star arises as his guide to
lead him to the port of peace : " Once on the raging seas I rode,
The storm was loud, the night was dark,
The ocean yawn'd, and rudely blow'd
The wind that toss'd my foundering bark.
"Deep horror then my vitals froze,
Death-struck, I ceas'd the tide to stem,
When suddenly a star arose,
It was the Star of Bethlehem.
It was my guide, my light, my all,
It bade my d~rK forebodings cease,
And, through the storm and danger's thrall,
It led me to the port of peace.
Now safely moor'd, my perils o'er,
I'll sing first in night's diadem,
For ever and for ever more,
The star-the Star of Bethlehem."
But death suddenly cut down this young Ohristian poet, at the early age
of twenty-one, in the year 1806.
M'Oheyne left a few hymns; two only are selected here; but there is
in both such an amJUllt of intrinsic merit, and the teaching of the Spirit
is so evident in their composition, that they will live on when those of the
present day, so often making their appearance in leaflets and tiny books,
will have long ago passed into oblivion. Only a few verses of "I am a
Debtor" are transcribed : H When this passing world is done,
When has sunk yon glaring sun ;
When we stand with Christ in glory,
Looking o'er life's finished story;
Then, Lord, shall I fully knowNot till then-how much I owe.
H
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"When I stand before the throne,
Dress'd in beauty not my own ;
When I see Thee as Thou art,
Love Thee with unsinning heart
Then, Lord, shall I fully knowNot till then-how much I owe.
" Chosen not for good in me,
Waken'd up from wrath to :flee;
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By the Spirit sanctified;
Teach me, Lord, on earth to show,
By my love, how much I owe."
"Jehovah-Tsidkenu" is familiar to us all. It first pourtrays what its
writer once was, a strang'er to grace and to God, destitute of the joy
others had in Ohrist, without a sense of personal guilt, that Ms sins had
nailed the Lord to the tree. But free grace awoke him, and the terrors of
the law aroused him, and then he saw that Oill:ist alone could save him.
Before that name his terrors vanished-the so.ng of exultation takes the
place of the cry of dismay, and in the triumph of faith he exclaims,
" Jehovah-Tsidkenu my death-song shall be ":" I once was a stranger to grace and to God,
I knew not my danger, and felt not my load;
Though friends spoke in rapture of Ohrist on the tree,
Jehovah-Tsidkenu was nothing to me.
"Like tears from the daughters of Zion that roll,
I wept when the waters went over His soul,
Yet thought not that my sins had nail'd to the tree
Jehovah-Tsidkenu-'twas nothing to me.
" When free grace awoke me by light from on high,
Then legal fears shook me, I trembled to die:
No refuge, no safety in self could I see:
Jehovah-Tsidkenu my Saviour must be.
" My terrors all vanished before that sweet name,
My legal fears banished, with boldness I came
To drink at the Fountain life-giving and free,
J ehovah-Tsidkenu is all things to me.
"When treading the valley, ,the shadow of death,
This watchword shall rally my faltering breath,
For, while from life's fever my God sets me free,
Jehovah-Tsidkenu my death-song shall be."
Kelly's hymns have had a wide circulation; the poetry is easy, graceful, and very unctuous. "Saviour, through the desert lea(l 1~S;" "Why
those fears? behold, 'tis Jesus;" "Oh, 7~ad I the wings of (6 dove;" "Sweet
sounds of grace are heard abroad," &c., are all well known, and will
long continue in merited favour with the Ohurch of God. He died
in 1855, and with Kelly our standard hymn-writers departed. Is
there one now to fill up the gap? Surely none. The hymns of the
clay are of a morbid, sentimental, unhealthy character, which in seasons
of bereavement and trial are only calculated to feed grief and
foster anguish. 1'here is a great tendency in human nature to worship
dust and ashes, to pamper sorrow, and cleave to it with pertinacity.
The custom among many Oill'istian people now is to show their love
to the dead by continually visiting theh' graves, strewing and planting
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flowers thereon. But this only deep~ns the wounds of bereavement, and
is imitative of heathenism. The balm of Gilead is not to be found in the
churchyard; it comes down from above, from Him who brought'life and
immortality to light through the Gospel, of whom the angel said to one
who was seeking Him among the tombs, "He is not here; He is risen."
The object of "Bygone Hymns" was to direct the eye from earth to
heaven, to set forth Christ as the Author and Finisher of our faith, the
great Conqueror over q.eath and the grave, and our soul's eternal Portion.
After spending an hour with the hymns of the present day, we lay them
down dep~'essed and dissatisfied, and with some selections thoroughly
disgusted by their popish tendency. We take up Cowper, Toplady,
Doddrige, Berridge, Hart, Newton, and others of a similar cast, greet
them as valued u'iends, and say, "The old Me better."
O.

~

THE RIGHT WAY.
TO G. c., ILFORD.
My BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN JEsus,-I know you will
pardon me in again addressing you. I feel constraineq. to write, notwithstanding all Satan's suggestions, telling me I ought not to address
those so far advanced in the way; but I know he will worry, though he
cannot destrov.
The precious Wayside Notes this month are most precious to my
soul. I cannot express the joy and comfort I have found; it has seemed
to take up the very language of my heart, though I had not words to
express them. Mine is a trying path; the Lord has been leading me
tm:ough many trials and difficulties. I could not see His hand, yet I'
know full well all is appointed. On the 30th of July, I read the dear
doctor's portion in the morning about six, before leaving my room. It
came with such sweetness-" My grace is sufficient for thee." I felt it
all right; I knew it was a right way, so powerfully did I feel I was
under the immediate presence of my precious Lord, that I could sing,
" Though painful at present,
,"rwill cease before long,
And then, oh, how pleasant
The conqueror's song."
And, on reading yom precious Notes, it just seemed as though you had read
the very thoughts of my heart. " I being in the way, the Lord led me.
. . . Blessed be the Lord, which hath led me in a right way."
When I read' your Notes on the "4. It is a desert way," God's
leading the children of Israel-so powerfully was I impre,ssed that mine
was a right way, I did desire to lie passive in His hands, and to be
able to leave all with Him. But, oh, how often does Satan come in like
a flood, tries to baille the poor little-faith, that they have no part or
lot in the matter; so often does he try to rob me of all my little
stepping-stones, or little Bethel-spots; but there is one little steppingstone, when the dear Lord first manifested Himself to -my soul, that
Satan cannot well get over.
" De~r dying Lamb, Thy precious blood,
Shall never lose its power,
Till all the ransomed Church of God
Are saved, to sin no more."
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This was the:first real j oy 1 ever knew, though 1 had lived more than thirtyfive years in the wilderness before that, living in a profession without vital
godliness, though never satisfied that 1 was right, longing to be able to -say,
. as my husband could, "1 know that my Redeemer livethj" but the dear Lord
has led me by a right way. He was pleased in His mercy, nine years since,
to bring me in this little dark village where 1 now live j and a dear
sister in Jesus, whom 1 mentioned, was led by a right way to meet me
hel'e, and, though she is a lady, and myself moving in a humble sphere,
grace had well refined her heart, and she constantly visited me, nntil
the Lord was pleased to make her useful in bringing me out of darkness into His marvellous light. Pardon this long scrawl. May the dear
Lord abundantly bless you with much of His presence, and long spare you to
cheer the hearts of His tried ones j "He hath led me in a right way."
-Yours in Him,
South Brent.
E. P.
[Beloved, it has pleased the Lord to affiict me with a chronic complaint,
which is often accompanied with great bodily pain, as well as mental
depression. I was on my way to the city this morning, suffering under a
very severe attack, when your precious letter was placed in my hands.
I read it at the railway station, and it greatly cheered me, and I did
desire not merely to say, but to feel that the Lord is leading me in a right
way. Blessed be His dear name. And one could enter into dear
Newton's words-," No-though cast down I am not slain;
I fall, but I sball rise again;
The present, Satan, is thy born',
But Jesus shall control thy power."
Well, dear friend, may the Lord increase our faith in Him as a covenant
God. I was much struck this morning in reading a remarkable instance
of the faith of God's people, given us in His precious word. J ehoshaphat
and his little army were in a position of great peril. He had resorted to
the throne of grace, and got an answer from the Lord that He would
fight for him; and so satisfied was he that the Lord "ould fulfil His
promise, that" when he consulted with the people, he appointed singers
unto the Lord," that should go before the army, and say, "Praise the
Lord; for His mercy endureth for ever" (2 Ohron. xx. 20). Only think
of this, beloved. Praisi~g- God before the deliverance came, satisfied that
it would come, aye, as saj;isfied as if it were already vouchsafed! Oh, for
such a faith this! To feel
" Though in ourselves we have no stock,
The TIord is nigh to save;
His door-flies open when we knock,
And ,'tis but ask and have."
May He bless you with every new covenant blessing, and, thanking you
for your kind words,
-. Believe me, yours in best bonds,
G.O.J
RAILWAY THOUGHTS.
WHEN we begin to think upon going by railway we are anticipating the
time to start; so when we begin to go our thoughts are generally about
being in time to catch the train and getting our ticket.
The seeker after Jesus can remember certain things which prompted
him to en~er upon that road which leadeth to eternal bliss. He had fear,
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like the other traveller, but the former was merely for time, while the
latter for eternity. The earnest. seeker after Ohrist is led into a 'blessed
discovery of the vanity of things here, and those things soon to end, and
is led to see his own sinfulness and things which he was a stranger to
before.
The railway traveller before he starts by train feels his need of a ticket
from the station which he starts from, as he cannot travel without it.
So the earnest seeker after salvation is brought to feel by the Spirit his
need of a ticket-or a sight of that precious blood of Ohrist, and the word
of forgiveness brought home by the Holy Ghost.
The traveller by railway is in charge of the company, and the company
responsible for him. So the pilgrim traveller, bound heavenward and
homeward, is in charge of the heavenly company, who has engaged to
protect, provide, comfort, and sustain him in his trip here, and at last to
bring him safe to glory. And, as the traveller by railway would not be
responsible even for himself, so the spiritual traveller is led to feel he
cannot be responsible. Jesus is responsible for him; and, the more he
realizes his weakness and sinfulness, the more will he realize his need of
Jesus being responsible for him. The railway traveller is locked in by the
guard, to keep him in the train and prevent accidents. So the child of
Godis locked up in Ohrist (as Noah was shut up in the ark); and this
locking up is to keep him from the world, its dangers, and the people
that are not travelling with him; and he sees himself in time the blessedness of being kept, and realizes in due time the need of being kept, by his
Jesus.
Sometimes the traveller by railway is afraid of losing or having lost
his ticket, and, should he not find it at once when he lo~es it, he will become
sorrowful about it; but, if after another search he finds it, great will be his
joy. So when the child of God loses his realization of peace, as he
does at times, he goes again where he had his first peace, and in due time
his sorrow is turned into joy again: he feels he had his ticket (or pardon
from his sins), and, as the railway traveller. goes to the station-mastel'
about his ticket, if he loses it (and the best proof that he can bring is his
having been in possession of it once), and so the dear child of God comes
to Jesus, confesses his sin, names his having had full and free pardon
before, in due time gets a renewal of his old ticket, and goes on his way
rejoicing as before, yet more trembling than before.
Some people's ride by train is very short; they may not have cause to
show their ticket only to give it up, and pass through no tunnels at all,
"hile others have to pass through long tunnels, and a v.ery long- and
tedious ride. So God, in the exercise of His grace, comes to some of His
children and takes them home soon after they set out; and they hardly
pass through any tunnels (or troubles), and meet with little trouble about
sin or Satan, so that they have not to show their ticket like the more
advanced. As the elder pilgrim has to pass through troubles, and very
great and heavy to bear, God sends His grace to meet them and His
strength to help the pilgrim to bear these troubles; and sometimes he
has to show the ticket (Jesus' blood and righteousness) to Satan, the
world, and even he has fears about whether he ever had it bestowed upon
him or not.
.
The railway traveller prizes his ticket, and sometimes he looks at it.
It is his security while travelling; and, if he cannot find it at the end of the
trip, he will be tried by the company for travelling without a ticket. So
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the child of God prizes his ticket of blood and righteousness, and the
Giver, and to him it is the dearest thing upon earth; nay, he could
never part with it-no, not for worlds. He thinks what it cost his Jesus
. to procure it for him.
There is nothing so much as the traveller dislikes as a stop on the way,
especially if not near a station, or something wrong to the engine or
carriages; but the company's servants take a special interest in these
trains that break down on the way. So the dear child of God dreads
these stops in his pilgrim course: he thinks he stops, but it is never so;
he feels in thi~ case that he has wandered, and he gets cold, and he has
got to mourn over the stoppage afterwards; but the Holy Spirit comes, sets
matters aright, and he again starts on his way homeward and heavenward.
The railway traveller has friends to welcome him at the end of his
journey, and he gives up his ticket. He has been auticipating the end of
his journey ere he set out, or since he had a ticket. And how soon it is
over! The child of God has friends in heaven to welcome him when his
journey here is over, and, above all, Jesus, his best Friend, is there; and
he will have to praise, wonder, and adore, and sing of God's salvation
through a never-ending eternity. There is one sense in which he gives
up his ticket-when he dies. He gives it to the law, as a payment of the
law's demands. He will always think about it, for that is going to be
his source of joy and comfort and praise through eternity. He has been
anticipating the end of his journey all through life, but now it has come
at last, and his troubles are over-never to set out again; and, above all,
his sorrows and troubles are all gone, he is never to have them again.
And how soon ended, too I it seemed a long time, but the time came at
last : " All his sorrows left below,
Earth exchanged for heaven."
SA~URDAY-NIGHT.

is the Sabbath day,
How sweet the very sound!
It seems as though we turned aside,
To tread on heavenly ground.
To-morrow is the Sabbath day;
One meets it with a zest,
As if it were the first we spent,
So welcome is the rest.
'l'o-morrow is the Sabbath day;
'Tis like a friend we greet,
Who comes from far to bring us news
Of home, and all that's sweet.
To-morrow is the Sabbath day;
We're glad when it is nigh,
Because we leave the world awhile,
And soar beyond the sky.
To-morrow is the Sabbath day;
Why do we greet it thus?
Because we hope to see His face,
Who lived, and died for us.
Leamington.
TO-MORROW

To-morrow is the Sabbath day,
We hail its early dawn;
We welcome it with prayer and praise,
And bid the world be gone.
To-morrow is the Sabbath day,
A foretaste, too, of heaven;
And this is why it is so dear,
Why best of all the seven.
To-morrow is the Sabbath day,
And Christ, the heavenly Manna,
Comes down afresh, the Bread of life,
And faith is bid to gather.
To-morrow is the Sabbath day,
And it may be the last;
If not, we would remember that
We're coming to it fast.
And so we'd spend each Sabbath day,
As on the wing to go;
To spend in heaven that Sabbath day,
Which shall no evening know.
.
A. E.
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A REMINISOENOE.
"Jestts said, Gather U:J? the fragments that rema£n, that notlting be lost.;'~
JOHN vi. 12.
NEARLY nineteen hundred years ago, angels sang, in the solemn night, of
peace through Him who had laid His glory by, and condescended to tabernacle amongst flesh, in the form of Man. Again and again has the soulcomforting assurance been proclaimed to guilty, sorrowing mortals; nor
shall its blessed note be hushed into silence until He who is our Peaoe
shall appear, and our warfare, both temporal and spiritual, be ended by
His presence. Then the assurance shall be lost in the realization, for we
who love His appearing, shall see Him as He is, and need neither man
nor angel to proclaim the glad tidings of peaoe to our enraptured souls.
Never yet, however, did the precious word peaoe fall more sweetly on our
ears, and find a readier echo in our hearts, than on Wednesday evening,
the 26th of June, as we listened to the beloved pastor of St. Luke's, Bedminster, address a portion of his flock on the subject, at a tea-meeting
given by him in his capacious school-room to two hundred and forty-four
persons of and over sixty years of age. Invitations had been issued to two
hundred and seventy-four individuals, whose united ages, when numbered,
made a total of 17,603; but about thirty of those thus invited were unable to attend, the oldest expected guest having passed away that forenoon,
being in his hundredth year. It was a touchillg, solemn scene, as the
eye travelled along the various benches, ever and anon resting on the
occupants, who were lovingly waited upon by the district visitors, Sundayschool teachers, and the family and friends of their clergyman. One old
lady, in her eighty-ninth year, who had come down from Olifton to be
present at the happy gathering, when the tea was finished, went from
table to table, and earnestly exhorted her aged listeners to seek to be
found in Ohrist, to ask that they might find, to knock at the door of
mercy whilst there was yet time, ere the summons arrived of " The
Master is come, and calleth for thee."
Grace having been sung, the tables cleared, and the old people comfort·
ably reseated, the deaf being accommodated with places as near as possible to their dear minister and entertainer, the hymn, "All hail the
power of Jesu's name," was sung, the accompaniment being played on
the harmonium by Miss Doudney. Prayer having been offered for a
blessing on the meeting, Dr. Doudney, holding a small card in his hand,
read from it the motto, "PEA.CE." He then, in the most affectionate
manner, reminded his aged friends that that was their fifth yearly teameeting, and, with much emotion, alluded to the many changes that had
taken place since their first. He spoke of the absent faces, the mottos
they had had for each successive year, and the absolute certainty that
they would never aU meet together again at another yearly tea-meeting.
Their ages, he told them, ran thus: Forty-two at 60, thirteen at 61,
seventeen at 62, twenty at 63, nineteen at 64, thirteen at 65, seventeen
at 66, thirteen at 67, three at 68, seven at 69, twelve at 70, five at 71,
seven at 72, fourteen at 73, eight at 74, seven at 75, four at 76, seven at
77, one at 78, two at 79, three at 80, four at 81, four at 82, two at 83,
four at 84, one at 86, one at 88, one at 89, and the one at 100 had died
that morning, and that twenty-nine others were unavoidably absent. He
then begged them, when, upon returning home, they hung up their card
with the motto for the coming year, to' seriously inquire of themselves
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whether they were possessors of the true peace which the world can
neither give nor take away? and, whenever they glanced at the motto,
to remember five other words to which the distinct letters in Peace' gave
the principal letter. He then wrote on a black board with a bit of chalk,
whilst his eager auditors breathlessly watched him, the word" PROVIDENCE." Providence, he bade them recollect, included prese1'vation, protection, and prov2'sion; and he called upon them to bear witness with him
to the wondrous love of their Heavenly Father, in preserving, providing,
and protecting them up to the present time-some to sixty, some to
seventy, and others even to eighty years and upwards. He prayed them
to reflect on the days gone by up to the present hour. He spoke of the
varied, and merciful, and wonderful manner in which God's providence
had wrought on their behalf. " For example, what had stayed," he asked,
" the needle plied by a mother's busy hand from snapping, or piercing the
eye, and thus depriving them of sight, when they, as helpless babes, lay
in her lap, or played around her? God's providence, they must reply.
"Who had provided for them, fi'om day to day, so that scarcely one, if one,
there could ,say they had got up of a morning and returned to their bed
at night, in anyone solitary instance, without having partaken of food?
God's providence, again must be the answer. And so, during every day
of their long, eventful lives, God's providence had never failed them."
He then chalked on the board the second word-Cl ENTERTAINMENT."
They were all, he remarked, invited to an entertainment that evening;
but, such is the weakness of nature, and so are our bodies at present constituted, that we soon weary of that which gives us the greatest pleasure;
but the entertainment of which he was about to speak was one that had
been nearly six thousand years in preparation, and whoever was admitted
to that feast would never weary, or say, "I am sick," for it was the Great
Supper of the Lamb, and they who sit down thereat would have put oft'
this mortal for immortality.
The third word was APPEARANCE.
Anyone, the speaker observed, who was invited to an entertainment
would naturally think of their appearance, and would' wash and put on
the best clothing they possessed, to show their respect to the one who had
invited them. But the Lord and Master of the great entertainment to
which he had been illuding, knowing our utter poverty and vileness, had
provided ill that was needful or necessary to make us fitting guests at
His feast, having graciously opened a fountain in which all such might
wash and be clean, and provided spotless robes wherein all His invited
ones are. expected to appear. The rev. gentleman then called upon all
present to join him in repeating the blessed and soul-cheering text, "The
blood of Jesus Ohrist, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin," to which his
hearers having responded, he proceeded to chalk the· fourth word upon
the board-" OALL."
.
" Oome, for all things are ready," was the gracious invitation given
by the Lord to His guests. ""Who had obeyed the call," Dr. Doudney
asked, "or who was willing to accept it?" Solemnly he adverted to the
uncertainty of life at any period of life, but especially as we draw near
threescore years and ten, the age appointed unto man in God's own word,
enforcing his remark by the mention of two deaths in the immediate neighbourhood since the last Sunday, the one being a little boy who had been
to school in the very room in which he was then speaking, on the previous
Sabbath, and who had been drowned on the following morning; the
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other, the old man of a hundred, who had died that forenoon. With intense
earnestness he entreated them not to put off or slight the call given in
God word, and by His providence, but may they have grace gladly to
accept of the loving invitation, that they might be found in peace, and enter
with joy to that great entertainment which should never end, the thought
of which brought them to the last of the five words, for their future consideration-ETERNITY. "Nearly six thousand years had the entertainment
been preparing," the speaker remarked, "but it was for Eternity- for
e,er and ever. How should he be able to convey to their minds the infinitude of Eternity?" he asked. " Could he give them the faintest idea
by bringing' to their remembrance the immense mound of earth within
sight of many of their dwellings, hard by the building where they were
then assembled, which had been an eyesore to the parish so many years,
and which had been so long in being removed, and would be a great
while longer before it was completely cleared away? Well, supposing a
little boy once a year were to go to that mound, and remove one shovelful; would the greatest arithmetician that ever lived, be able to calculate
how many thousand thousand years would elapse before every vestige of
the mound had disappeared? No; it was impossible; it was past man's
computation. But, even at that slow rate, there would come a time when
that mound would be completely cleared. away; but eternity would only
then co=ence. When thousands and tens of thousand of years had rolled
by, eternity would be but just begun."
In these brief reminiscences of that delightful evening, it is not in the
power of the writer to convey to the reader the solemnity and touching
earnestness of the speaker, or the intense anxiety and attention manifested
by his hearers. Having awakened in their minds a sense of the vital importance of the subject on which he had been addressing them, he tenderly
opened up to them.the wondrous love of God as revealed in His Son
Jesus Christ, and the security of the believers' portion, "peace"-peace
in time, and peace for eternity. The hymn "Guide me, 0 Thou great
J ehovah," having been sung, and the blessing pronounced, the assembly
then scattered; those who were too infirm to walk being sent,home in :fI.ys.
A.s we returned home that calm sweet summer evening, the friend who
had kindly given us a seat in her carriage, observed, "What a pleasant
evening we have had, and how still and beautiful it is," to which remark,
with grateful heart, we replied, "A TIME OF PEACE." Reader, forget not
Dr. Doudney's motto for his aged parishioners and friends, "Remember,
God in His 'providence' is preparing au 'entertainment,' having made all
provision for the acceptable' appem'ance' of those who obey His' call,' and
that your happiness for 'eternity' depends upon your being found in
'peace' at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He says, 'Surely, I come
quickly.' May the language of your rejoicing soul be, 'Amen. Even so,
come, Lord Jesus.' "
--~--------

NOTHING is really noble but what is sacred in the eye of a holy God.
The lowly in heart, whether rich or poor, are those whom Jesus is not
ashamed to call brethren.
The end of preaching is individual application.
The safety of the Church consists in'her separation from the world.
God frequently makes outward calamities the means of promoting the
spiritual health of His people.
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OUTLINE OF A SERMON BY THE REV. J. A. WALLINGER,
MINISTEH OF PAVILION CHAPEL, BIUGHTON.

"Fot· they that say stICk things. declare pla£nly that they seek a country. ... But now
they des£re a better countt·y, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God £s not ashamed
to be called the£r God: for He hatl!preparedfor them a c#y."-HEB.xi. 14,16.

IN this chapter we have an exhibition of the nature and character of faiththe faith of God's elect-and what a powerful principle it is wheresoever
and whensoever communicated! The gift of faith and the working of
faith when given, are alike from God: we can have no more than God is
pleased to give us, and none at all unless He give it-" for faith is the
gift of God;" but,· when given, faith proves its own existence, and is calTied
out to its legitimate ends. Truly a wonderful thing this faith is. See
what great things it accomplished in this chapter-this it was that supported and sustained the saints under the afflictions they endured from
the reproach of the world; by this they were enabled "to set their
affections upon things above," and wait for things to come; by this, when
overtaken tlll'ough. temptation, they were reeovered; and here we are
shown what great things faith can do and suffet·. I have selected a small
portion out of it, which seems to me the portrait of a true pilgrim. I
hope some of you may see your own likeness, and perhaps others of you
may see how unlike it you are: but there is One who can imprint His
likeness upon you, communicate His own image, and give you to trace
your relationship to these worthies. Here we have the Spirit's portraiture
of a pilgrim: "For they that say such things declare plainly that they
seek a country." Now among other things that might be named as belonging to this portrait, we notice three particulars:1. Language and deportment.
n. Decision of character.
m. The God worshipped.
1. The langullge.-" For they that say such things." What do they say?
Why you see this in vel'. 13; they confessed they were pilgrims-they
make an acknowledgment of it-they are open and bold to declare what
they are. But this saying is not words only ; they declare it in other ways
beside words. Things around are unsuited to them, the world has lost its
charm to them; their general bearing is, We are living in a polluted land,
far from home, and we are strangers in a strange country. The people of
the land are not our people, and we have no companions but those who,
like ourselves, are pilgrims, journeying heavenward, and have the same
feelings we have. With these we have companionship, with the rest we
have none. Therefore the life of the believer as well as the lip, tell the
world, We cannot go with you-your end is destruction-we must leave
your ranks and company; our hearts are estranged from all you prize.
" Here we have no continuing city. This is not our rest." Soon we shall
have done with things here below: how soon we know not, therefore we
should not devote ourselves or our thoughts to this little span of time.
To-day we are in the body, to-morrow we may be out of it, so that a
pilgrim state best suits so uncertain a life. Now this is the language of
those journeying from hell's gates to heaven's palace, and that because
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loved of God and chosen in Ohrist, and because God rules for them and in
them, and has disposed their hearts to desire things to come, and renounce
the present for the future. Is this the general tone of your language?
This is a great test; for, where the work is real, union with the world is .
dissolved. There must be separation, fi'iends, from the world and woddlings. You cannot go with them, nor will they like to go with you. Our
text confirms this: " For they that say such things plainly declare that they
seek a country." Here is nothing equivocal or uncertain. They declare
J)la-inly; their actions and words suit; they don't say one thing and do
another; they are made honest, plain, open. The true pilgrim makes his
words and actions comport with each other; there is something evident in
the man; he is changed; he is not what he was. His views, his language,
his deportment, are all altered; something thorough has been done in him,
for the lion is changecl into the lamb; the woddling is turned into a
Ohristian; the companion of sinners is now the companion of saints:
th~ man says and does-some say and do not, but these are not true
pilgrims. Some can talk pretty fair, and go great lengths in what they
say. Ah, but that is not enough; there must be something more than that.
True pilgrims " declare pla-inl1j:" they are an honest people; so they say,
by actions as well as words, to the world, "We cannot go with, you," and
the world hates them because their ways and words are agreed. Ohrist
said to some in His day, "The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth ;"
this is true now. It hated Ohrist because He testified of it that its works
were evil. See here the portrait of a true pilgrim: it testifies against the
world-this world which hates God's truth; this world which killed the
only perfect Man "that ever lived; which has, caused rivers of blood to flow
from the dear saints of God; which trampled upon, despised, persecuted,
tormented, and harassed the Church of God in all ages-this is the world
which Ohrist testified against, and which hated Him, and which still hates
all the famly of God. :Now, friends, if you and I are in such a world as this,
think you we can be at ease and happy and comfortable in it? Does it
not better become us to feel as pilgrims, and to comport ourselves as such,
seeing we are in an enemy's country? Some of you perhaps are trying to
make a smooth and comfortable nest for yourselves: God wUI spoil it.
Thorns you must have to make you fly upward, for, when the nest is
smooth the eagles are loath to leave it; but leave it you must; and the way
God takes, is to stir up the thorns, and then you learn to get upon the wing.
There was one who said, "Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then
would I flyaway, and be at rest "-dove's wings, not raven's wings. The
raven used the wing to find food suited to its appetite-£lth and carrion.
Not so the dove; tllat found no rest but in the ark, and Noah must pull
her in. So with God's doves now they have no nest here below, and they
wander upon the wing in a sinful, earthly world, where everything is unsuited to them, and they long to fly to Jesus and be with Him. Sometimes
they do fly to Him, and He gives them sweet rest; but they have to return
back to the battle-field; into the blazing furnace; into a devil's world; till
they are wearied of the way, and heart-sick and foot-sore; Jesus says,
"Do you want rest, my child? Oome unto me; I will give you rest.
Gleams of peace and rest even here----'sweet earnest of the final rest you
shall have with me for ever!" Friends, this pilgrimage is very depressing,
sorrowful, and painful, yet is it most blessed, for the end is glory. The
end makes rich amends for the trials of the way. Paul adjures ~he Ohurch
to look beyond the way-to look on to the end; and it is by this onward
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view God cheers the bmdened hearts of His poor pilgrims, strengthens
their faith, hope, and love; and then the soul casts its bmden on the
Lord: and so sweet is this sustaining power, that the burden seems gone.
But there are times when we have the burden and no sensible comfort;
crushing cares, and no sensible support-all gone: yes, we must be
brought to this too; a sad place it is, but a place the saints get intobrought to lie low in a low place-no support, no comfort-hope and help
gone.
But it is said, ""When things are at the worst they mend." Now I dare
say many of you have found this true experimentally, for times of extremity
you must have, in order to prove God, to show you how He can mend
matters, and make your crooked things straight. Brought, perhaps, to
fear certain evils will overtake you, and those very evils did befall you,
and yet God comes in and repairs all, and overrules all, and sets all right
again.
n. We have here decision of ch(ltracter. Ver. 15, "And truly, if they
had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they
might have had opportunity to have retumed. But now they desire a
better country."-This decision of character is very plainly manifested by
the worldling. It is very" easy to see whom they serve. God makes His
pilgrims decided for Him; tempted to return they may, but retmn they
shall not. Like Israel of old, alarmed by foes, assaulted by temptations,
betrayed by Satan; the soul begins to think it had better not to have left
Egypt, and meditates retmning to the world; but it cannot, and, with one
of old, it cries out, "Retmn to thy rest, 0 my soul, for the Lord hath
dealt bountifully with thee." There is no peace but in Jesus, no rest but
in glory. Would you, then, giv..e up the end because of a few trials by the
way? Why, if you do not suffer with Him, you shall not reign with
Him. Pilgrimage and suffering go together, but glory shall be the finish
of it all. Many a poor tried and tempted soul says, "My way is so rough,
and my enjoyments so few; I was better off in the world." Well, if you
think so, try it; go; there is no harm done; return to the world; go
back into Egypt. Such was Elijah's language to Elisha, who said, "Let
me kiss my father and my mother." "Go back again," said the prophet,
"for what have I done lmto thee?" . Do so; take your leave of the
Church of Christ, of His truth; go back into the world whence you came.
Poor soul, 'You cannot. Divine power keeps you; Divine love holds you;
you cannot go if you would. Glory has been set before you; the terrors
that shall come upon the wicked have been shown you; the shortness of
life, the consequence of sin, all these prevent your return; and one thing
more, one powerful cord, "The love of Christ constraineth you." Oh,
you cannot leave Him! you cannot give Him up! the sweets God gives
you, if only now and then, bind you. Times of refreshing-the light of
His countenance-visits from Jesus, few and far between as they may
be, they have ft wonderful influence, a mighty power, and reconcile the
soul to many a long night of sorrow and tears, depression and oppression,
cross and reproach. And thus the poor soul is carried on from one trial to
another; and what does this? is it the law? is it exhortation? is it.fear ?
No; none of these. "Love constrains me," says the pilgrim. We hold
on; we cannot give it up. Trials we have; sorrows we feel; tears we
shed; but the Lord has made a place for Himself in our hearts, that
none but Himself can fill. The place He has taken He will keep; covenant love secures it; and this is the secret. Some of you have been made
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t.o know i -you feel it; whereas those who are seeking their peace and
ble-,edneScs from the world, are not in the secret; but those who are, they
know a plaee is made and kept in their hearts for Jesus, so that if they go
astray they must be brought back, and learn by their fall to walk more
circumspectly; and, if some professors make shipwreck of faith, it is that
the Church may take warning therefrom; and such are beacons to poor
pil",<7Tims, and are instructive lessons. They learn that it was in such and
such. circumstances they fell, and brought disgrace upon the Ohurch
through their profession; and this makes them act with caution.
Others, again, of the true seed, tlll'ough the power of evil within and
temptation without, fall into sin, and are restored, as David and Peter;
but the I..Jord's children take no encouragement to sin therefrom; but the
contrary. David's and Peter's falls have warned many a child of God, and
kept them from similar sins; they have promoted fear, circumspection,
and raised up a spirit of prayer for divine preservation from the like; and,
one thing more, a spirit of gratitude is felt. When we see others left
and fearfully falling', the soul says, Why me, Lord? Why am I kept and
others left? Why was not I left to the force of my evil nature when
tempted? Why was I upheld when a Peter was let go? So this raises
up sweet gratitude and thankfulness, and puts a song of praise into the
heart for undeserved and unexpected mercy. Well, friends, things are
not to be as we would have them here, else we should be too contented
with earth. "Oh," say some, "what a discontented being you are! Why,
you are no better than the world, who are always dissatisfied and faultfinding." '0 so. God's people are not discontented on the same ground
as the worldling, who is dissatisfied because he has not more of the
world; but this is not the cause of God's people's dissatisfaction. It is
like David's of old, who said, "I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with
Thy likeness "-never till then. Your dissatisfaction, if you are in and
of the world, is not of that sort. I know you are discontented because
you have not more of the world, because you cannot enjoy it more; but
you have no idea of satisfaction with God in Ohrist. But it is in mercy
and in love God embitters things here below to His saints, that they may
not be contented to remain here; bnt, on the contrary, long to be with
Him, and have done with things below, and bask in the sunshine of His
presence for ever above.
m. See the charade)' of tile God they w01"ship, for" He hath prepared
for them a city," and them for the city.-He made them fit for His
presence the moment they were born again, and they could not be more
meet if they were to live a thousand years; and it is all His work. As
creation work was the Lord's, so is regeneration or the new birth. It is
all His work. Did you regenerate your soul? Did you create your body?
Both are alike His work, not yours; and for those thus regenerated He
hath prepared a kingdom, as He says, "It is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." And, again, "Oome, ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you." God hath prepared for
them a city, and its Builder and Maker is God. Has He prepared you
for it? Yes, if you are renewed by grace; if you love Jesus; if you
feel He is needful and suitable to you; if you find you are undone.
Sweet marks! that you are prepared for a city prepared for the saints.
You worship the same God they did, and you have the same needs they
had, and in yet a little while you shall reach the same end, and say, as
they do, "He hath done all things well." But, further, we have another
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character given here. "He is not ashamed to be called their God."
The world may point the finger of scorn at them, despise them, and
rej ect them, and cast out their name as evil; but God is not ashamed of
them. " Oh," say you, "I do wonder He is not; my sins, my many evils,
make me ashamed of myself, so that I often think He will be ashamed of
me in that great day. I have done enough to make Him cast me oft' for
ever." This is all true. Still, He is not ashamed of you, for this cause;
He views you in Ohrist, and thus it is He is ever pleased with His saints
as chosen in Ohrist, so He cannot be ashamed of them; and those of
whom He is not ashamed, are the very people who are ashamed of themselves-a contrite, humble, lowly people, whose hearts have been made
tender; who sin and groan under it; who feel their vileness, and are,
therefore, ashamed of themselves. Now, these are the people of whom
"God is not ashamed." He has done all this for them, and in them,
and therefore will never cast them away, but own them as His people;
and this is a sweet evidence that He will not be ashamed of them, because
they feel sO thoroughly ashamed of themselves. The Lord bless His word.

THE TIMES WE LIVE IN.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.

BELOVED IN THE LORD,-Grace, mercy, peace, and truth be multiplied
to thee, through the sweet and sure teaching of the Holy Spirit!
It is our lot to live in eventful times: many are running to and fro,
and knowledge is increased; and with it abundant proofs of the realdy
of that Divine aphorism, "The world by wisdom knows not God;" nor
can the natural man (possess what amount of human learning he may)
either understand the things of the Spirit of God, or receive them.
Passing events bring me to this conclusion; and the delusions to which
God has given men up astonishes me; while my soul is humbled in the
dust and filled with admiration at the sovereignty, richness, and freeness
of that wondrous grace which rent the veil from iny heart, arrested and
brought me to the bar of God, convinced me of my ruin and helplessness,
put a cry into my heart for mercy and pardon, heard and answered that
cry, and blessed me with the sweet enjoyment of that peace which truly
passeth all understanding!
" Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrain'd to be!"
My pathway, since that memorable period, has been something like that of
the heaven-born family, as described in Psalm cvii.; and, although my
most gracious God hath showed me at times hard things, and made me
ill-ink the wine of astonishment, &c., yet I am constrained to say, "He
hath done all things well." Yea, He hath been far better to me than my
fears have predicted; and many times
" Have the clouds I so much dreaded,
Broke with blessings on my head 1"
I am obliged to sing, "My Jesus hath done all things well!" and many
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a time hfl,ve I thought of thy words, my brothei': "Make His cause thy
delight, and thy wants shall be His care." Blessed f01' ever be the name
of my covenant God, I have again and again proved the reality of those
truths; yet, in observing the times in which we live, my heart sinks
within me when I think of the rising generation, seeing the clouds
gathering so thickly around us. The blindness to which our rulers have
long been given up, be their political creed whatever it may, is amazing
to me. All past history appears utterly useless to them; wilfully blind,
too, they must be, or they never could pursue the downward course they
do. Into :what are we sinking, when, in a British House of Oommons, if
a sterling Protestant rises to expose faithfully the deep-laid plots of Rome,
he is put down by clamour? Where 'will this end? It is a disgrace to
any body of men professing to be Ohristians; and how much more so to
those who, as the representatives of this mighty nation, ought to set the
people at all times a good example! How long is the Pope's brass band
to govern? But we are only reaping what we began to sow in 1829.
We hear a wondrous cry of Irish grievances; and, as they are redressed,
they Plultiply; but whence do they emanate? From the Orangemen,
the former saviours of that land? N ay, verily; they only originate from
that seleqt, holy, innocent band of sufferers whom we have so long and
so tenderly fostered at Maynooth! What is Fenianism? Who, but those
who are wilfully blind, ever supposed it to spring from any other source
than the Vatican-ever plotting and untiring in its efforts to root out, if
possible, by any and every means, the antidote to bondage and mental
slavery, Protestantism? ,'le do not require any further evidence of the
po"er of the priests than have been for years before the public. From
how many altars were the poor Irish Papists denounced, years ago, if
they dared to send their children to the Government schools! And then
just notice how many priests (these grateful, loyal priests!) have denounced.
Fenianism! Who stirred up the disgraceful riots at Wolverhampton and
Birmingham lately ? Not the poor ignorant Irish labourer. No, certainly not. What cares the holy leader of his ignorant flock for the
number of times Pat may get his head broken, if the kind-headed father
could only stop the mouth of that faithful exposer of their polluted system, William Murphy? ,Vhen will the eyes of Englishmen be opened?
If the priests have the audacity to stir up such tumults now that Papists
number only one-twentieth of our population, what are we to expect if
they were on a level with us in numbers? Setting religion aside, every
lover of civil liberty ought to arise as one man in opposition to such conduct. There is an invaluable ",nd masterly work, which every Englishman ought to read, entitled" Rome and Oivil Liberty," written by Dr.
Wylie. It is worth seven times the money at which it may be purchased,
Is. 6d. And what is really to become of our National EstablishPlent?
For years past, I have believed it was a masterpiece of J esuitical craft to
introduce the doctrines of the whore of Babylon into the colleges of
Oxford. Those adepts in iniquity and sophistry rightly calculated that
the most certain way to corrupt the streams was to poison the fountain.
This I saw when the "Tracts for the Times" were first issued; and the
effects produced, I fancy, must have far exceeded the hopes of the most
sanguine. Nothing short of a strong delusion could ever so effectually
blind the minds of learned and otherwise clever men. If I reason upon
it, I am lost in endless mazes. The word alone is that which explains
the matter. I have thought much lately of Rev. xiii. 7, 8; and Matt. rnv.
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24; and desire to steer clear of those denunciations recorded in Rev. xiv.
9-11. The Lord bless, guide, and keep us stedfast in His truth, faithful
unto death, and daily watching His hand in all things, with our loins girt
and our lights burning!
I remain, thine truly in Jesus,
Bishop We(1lrmauth.
T. S.
"HYMNS AND HYMN-WRITERS."
To the EditO'I' of the Gospel Magctzine.

My DEAR SIR,-Will your correspondent, who has been Wl'iting' in
the Gospel Magazine lately, on "Hymns and Hymn-Writers," pardon me
for expressing a regret that he should have passed over the Ohrist-exalting hymns of John Kent, with so a short notice? In my humble opinion,
his collection of spiritual songs exceeds as a whole that of any other
author; for instance, in what precious ancI glorious strains does that
hymn run"Who can the distant period trace,
When God, to glorify His grace,
And magnify His love to man,
Drew forth redemption's wondrous plan?
" Jesus was Head-Elect proclaimed;
Then all the mystic members nam'd;
One glorious Head, one body there,
Which shall at last one glory share."
How bles!ledly does the man of God enter into that union, that partnership, which exists betwixt Ohrist and the Ohurch, and how sweetly was
he led, under the Spirit's teaching, to t~ace every covenant blessing the
redeemed family of God enjoy in time to the fountain, to the source, even
to the love-purposes of Jehovah-Father, Word, and Holy Ghost-before
the foundation of the world. Again, how clearly does he speak of that
divine communion, that fellowship, which is the effect of oneness with
the Lamb of God! Having heard the still small voice of his exalted Head,
and having beheld a little of His glory, he sings,
" 'Tis the voice of my Beloved,
His dear face methinks I see;
Fraught with blessings, peace, and pardon,
Skipping o'er the hills to me.
Sweet the accents,
Whisp'ring peace and sins forgiv'n.
" Now, the shades of night dispersing,
On me dawn'd the welcome day;
Love divine, beyond rehearsing,
Ohas'd the mist of sin away
While my spirit
Bask'd in His meridian ray,"
Surely, dear friend, he knew much of soaring into the presence-chamber,
and of catching a glimpse of the King in His beauty. Well did he understand the language of the .Ohurch, "I sat down under His shadow
with great delight, and His fruit was sweet to my taste." And, when thus
privileged to rise on the wings of faith and love, oh, did he not see unutterable glories in Him who is "the Ohieftest among ten thousand," and
the altogether lovely One? When gazing on the all-glorious Person of

---
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his Lord, did he not long to burst the prison-doors of his cage, and to behold Him face to face, his God, his glory? Listen to the aspirations of
his heart" Oh, what a swect exalted song,
",Vhen ev'ry tribe and ev'ry tongue,
Redeem'd by blood, with Christ appear,
.And join in one full chorus there!
" My soul anticipates the day,
Would stretch her wings, and soar away
To aid the song, a palm to bear,
And bow-the chief of sinners-there."
And again" Oh that I had a seraph's fire,
His rapt'rous song and golden lyre!
To chant the love and grace supreme,
Revealed as in the Gospel scheme.
"Here's pardon full for sin that's past,
It matters not how black the cast;
And oh, my soul, with wonder view,
For sins to come here's pardon too !"
What mighty depths are contained here! the sins of the body ofOhrist
-past, present, and to come-are pardoned, and every elect vessel of
mercy stands perfect and complete in His sight-" accepted in the
Beloved." Yes" With His spotless vesture on,
Holy as the Holy One."
There are many others I fain would quote, but I must not further intrude
on yOUT -valuable space, except to say how fully I accorded with your remarks in the first article for the current month, the subject being receiving
the word in the letter, and receiving it in the Spirit. The power, the
savour, the dew, the unction, are expressions which are generally disl1l3.rded in our day; but how delusive is the idea of taking things for
granted, and of building on letter-statements, without having the words
sealed home and applied by the Holy Ghost! "The letter killeth, but
the Spin't giveth life." Believe me, dear sir, yOUTS in the Lord,
A OONSTANT READER.

To the Edito'i' of the -Gospel Magazine.

DEAR BROTHER L.\' THE LORD,-Did I but know the address of your
correspondent, "L.," from whose pen some precious pieces have lately
appeared in the Magazine, I should have written him a letter of encouragement to "go forward" in his work of faith and labour of love, feeling
as I do most deeply convinced that the bold undaunted testimony he is
enabled to bear in defence of God's truth is such as will fiTmly stand the
test of that truth, even as it is revealed in the word, and witnessed in the
hearts of the living family through the power of the Holy Ghost sent
down from heaven. These pieces I do indeed hail with uncommon
delight from month to month, and I think also that many of your readers
will cheerfully subscribe their hearty unqualified approval of the same.
I am, yours in love of the unmixed Gospel,
Ftetching.
H. H.
00
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THE LETTER OF "A OONSTANT READER," IN OUR AUGUST
NUMBER.
A LETTER appeared in our last number, signed" A Oonstant Reade~'," in
which certain grave charges were brought against" A Home," said to be
founded by Mrs. Gladstone, in the neighbourhood of Portsmouth. We
have since been informed, upon the very best authority, that the whole is
a fabrication-" false from beginning to end." "Whilst W8 envy not the
spirit manifested by the author of so gross a slander, we cannot but
condemn ourselves, anll herein express our deep regret for having relied
upon the ver~city of our correspondent, and given insertion to her letter,
"without first having obtained a confirmation of her statements. ,Ve exceedingly regret our inadvertency, and hesitate not to offer our sincerest
apology to the lady whom we have thus been the means of maligning.
In proof that invective is not the spirit in which the GOSPEL MAGAZINE
indulges, we may be permitted to add that, during the seven to eight-andtwenty year,s in which we have conducted the work, we never before laid
ourselves open to a similar charge to that which we now so much lament.
[Since the preceding was sent to the press, the annexed letter has been
received. The Editor has in consequence requested the writer to forward
him particulars of name, date, and place, bearing upon the circumstances.]
"

.. -.

Hackney, N.E.

My DEAR SIR,-Thc article in the Mo'ming Star of the 17th instant, copied
from the WmTington G'twh'dian, gave me much pain. I was so sorry to have
been the means of the honour of your valuable Magazine being called in
question. Had I not received the account from what I felt to be reliable
authority, I should not have sent it to you. There must indeed have been
some mistake as to the Home being Mrs. Gladstonc's, if she has not one near
Portsmouth. This I much regret, and beg to tender my humble apology to
that lady for ha-ving used her name; but, as the application was made to her,
I suppose it was thought to be Mrs. Gladstone's. Of the truth of the l'est of
the narrative, I cannot entertain any doubt. The villagers, v:hen inquired of
as to the character of the institution, spoke of it as a Popish place. Alas!
these semi.. Popish establishments are 110W become but too common in this
neighbourhood, as well as elsewhere; and my only desire was to caution
persons who might be seeking homes for orphans. I have 110 wish either to
prevent or scandalize any good work. Surely it is the duty of each individual
Christian to do all in their power to arrest the progress of Ritualism and
Popery.
Deeply grieved that I should have caused you or anyone else a moment's
pain,
I am, deal' sir, yours in Gospel bonds,
A CONSTANT READER.
August 22, 1867.

DEAR SIR,-I am exceedingly s01'l'y that I am tillable to furnish you with
the particulars you require. The name of the poor woman is unknown to me,
also the name of the village, except that it was a village near Portsmouth;
the date of its occurrence was in December last. The circumstances were
told me by the Rector's wife soon after they occurred, and I was so impressed
with the importance of making them known, that I took upon myself to write
to you, without informing anyone, little thinking I should bring anyone into
trouble by so doing. My sorrow I cannot express; it has greatly increased
my bodily sufferil1gs. Surely an apology from you would be accepted by
Mr. Gladstone.
I am, dear Sir, yours in much affiiction,
A CONSTANT READER.
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In an exceedingly polite note from Mr. GLADSTONE, in which he expresses himself perfectly sa tisfied with the apology we have given, he adds:
" I add a word of explanation, though it may be hardly necessary. When
I said that the letter on which I wrote was false from beginning to end, of
course I meant that it was this so far as concerns any action or any knowledge on the part of my wife. I had no means of knowing at the time
whether any part of the story might be true, but in its application to my wife
it was as I described it."
[POSTSCRIPT..- Whilst the preceding notes entirely exonerate MRS.
GLADSTONE from any connexion whatever with the case mentioned by "A
OONSTANT READER," we have now very grave suspicions that there is too
much truth in the statement as relating to the child to whom our correspondent adverts. It is a well-known and indisputable fact, that there is a
village not a hundred miles from Portsmouth, where the most thoroughly
Popish practices are carried on under the auspices, as far as name and
profession are concerned, of our National Ohurch. The officiating clergy
are among" the highest of the high. " We casually met in the neighbourhood, last year, one or two of "the sisterR " in true Popish garbcapped and hooded, with the cross dang'ling at their waists-in thorough
imitation of Rome. We met also at the same time the Incumbent of the
parish, the man who had sworn allegiance to the Protestant Ohurch and
who had declared his readiness to "banish and drive away all erroneous
and strange doctrines contrary to God's word; and both privately and
openly encoUl'age others to the same."
Upon meeting these, but for our knowledge of the locality, we should
have thought "e were hard by a Popish chapel, or convent.
It is here the young" priest" of whom a month or two since we spoke,
as recently meeting at POl'tsmouth, is located. A few years ago we knew
him as a young man of great promise. His heart and ills hand were in
every good work. He was a close attendant upon the ministry of one of
the clearest and soundest preachers in this city. All who knew him
believed he was destined to be of great usefulness in the future. Alas!
alas! during his university career at Oxford, the whole tenor of his mind
underwent a change. He sank his simplicity in his sacerdotalism; and,
when last we saw him, in the distance and until we came near enough to
recognize him, we had not a doubt but he was a young priest just fresh
from Maynooth. So much for Oxford, and so much for [Jlfts without grace.
And this young man is one of the priestly fraternity now laboming so
vigorously in the vicinity of Portsmouth, and whose mistaken zeal would,
we doubt not, lead him to the virtual ignoring of the Protestant name,
and mimicking the mummery of Rome, though laboming within the pale,
and receiving the pay, of a Protestant Ohurch.
We know of another case where, some years ago, we conversed with a
youth of great promise, also the son of a most elevoted and ardentlypraying mother. That young man, now at Oxford, has, we are informed,
drunk deeply into the spirit anel practices of the day. Oxford has spoiled
him. He smiles with contempt where he used to listen with reverence
and e teem.
These facts, coupled with the many painful illustrations which from time
to time come under our notice, cause us to tremble for the young men of
our day who are preparing for the ministry. Unless. well ballasted in the
way of which Luther speaks, with" temptation, melhtatil)n, and prayer,"
002
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they are in imminent peril of being drawn aside from all previous impressions and the simplicity of the truth as it is in Jesus, in so far as they
nominally knew it, by the bewitching practices and captivating associations in the midst of which they are placed. As a parent, having the dearest
interests of our children at heart, we unhesitatingly say, we would rather
follow them to the grave, than see them drink into the spirit and follow
the practices of the day in which we live. And, with respect to the men
whose consciences are so seared, and whose minds are so lost to all sense
of truth and propriety, as to mimic in precept and practice Rome, whilst
professedly belonging to a Protesting Ohurch, we say, in all the fulness
and sincerity' of our heart, From such men, and all their perverted influence and doings, "Good Lord, delivel' us."-ED.J
REQUESTS FOR PRAYER.
THE Editor earnestly desires that the present and eternal welfare of t\,O
of his sons may be laid upon the hearts of his readers, and that they may
r.emember them before the Lord. The elder one (just of age) is now
(D.V.) nearing his destination, Brisbane, Australia; the younger (in the
15th year of his age), at his own repeated and most urgent request, is
bound for Bombay. In neither case could anything have been more
directly contrary to a father's preconceived will and wish; but thus faith
is to be tried. The why and the wherefore God will explain in His own
time and way. Meanwhile, may He give grace to say, "Shall not the
Judge of all the earth do right?" " What we know not now we shall
hereafter." Truly we are called to " walk by faith, and not by sight;"
and in very deed He brings" the blind by a way that they knew not, and
leads them in paths that they have not kuown;" but (blessed be His
name !) it is still His prerogative, and His alone, to "make darkness
light before them, and crooked things straight." And still His gracious
covenant promise stands good, "These things will I do unto them, and
not forsake them."
A correspondent at Sheffield begs that she may be remembered before
the Lord. She writes: "I have long sat under a Gospel ministry, but
have never been brought to know my ow,n sinfulness and great need of a
Saviour." She adds: "I feel sin to be a burden, and am anxious to be
delivered from its power; but I cannot say I hate it, and that I delight
in God's word. I often say to myself, when I open its pages, that it is a
sealed book. Do," she continues, "pray for me, that I may be enabled
to look away from self, see my great need of a Saviour, and cast myself
upon Him entirely."-[We would just add, that our correspondent is
asking great things-solemn things; and it has occurred to us, whilst
reading her request, What a mercy it is for a poor sinner to be in tlw
Lord's hands, who deals with such peculiar wisdom-such special tenderness-and who, as a skilful and never-failing Physician, treats His patients
with such wondrous gentleness, patience, and forbearance, ever so lovingly
and faithfully keeping in view His own word, "He will, not break the
bruised reed nor quench the smoking flax, but will send forth judgment
unto victory." Oh, the boundless love, marvellous condescension, and
tender compassion of Jesus! How worthy of all trust and of all confidence is He 1J
A deeply-afflicted sister, now in overwhelming trouble, requests the
prayers of our r~aders, that the Lord would avert a dreaded calamity.

S~pteniber
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OONSECRA.TION OF ST. JA.MES'S OHUROH, OARLISLE.
AMID much to depress, we have had much to thank our God for,
during the past month. It is a month that may well be distinguished
among the months and years of our pilgrimage as marked with special
and peculiar favour. We spent a week in the North, for the purpose of
being present at the consecration of our beloved son's very beautiful
church. As we contemplated that building, and his very pretty parsonage, we could only exclaim, "What hath God wrought !" "It is the
Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in mine eyes." A little less than six
years ago, w.e accompanied our beloved son to Oarlisle, to have an interview with his proposed rector, and to see the parish in which he was
to labour. Little did we then think, that he who was just completing his college course, and was about to be ordained, would, within
a comparatively short period, occupy, on the one side of the road over
which we travelled, a beautiful parsonage-house, and on the other, labour
in a capacions and strikingly-beautiful church, not a stone of either of
which was at that time laid, or scarcely thought of. Indeed, when the
church was spoken of, it was said to be altogether impracticable, and the
greatest possible discouragement was given on the part of some who might
reasonably have been supposed to have taken a deep interest in its proj ection and progress.
As recently (whilst it was in the last stage of preparation for consecration), we sat within, or walked up and down the aisles of, that church, we
could but mentally again and again exclaim, "Is there any thing too hard
for the Lord?" We felt much as the Psalmist, when he went in and sat
before the Lord, and said, ",V-ho am I, 0 Lord God? and what is my
house, that Thon hast- brought me hitherto? And this was yet a small
thing in Thy sight, 0 Lord God; but Thou hast spoken -also of Thy servant's honse for a great while to come. And is this the manner of man,
o Lord God? And what can David say more unto Thee? for Thou, Lord
God, knowest Thy servant. For Thy word's sake, and according to
Thine own heart, hast Thou done all these great things, to make Thy
servant know them. WherefoJ:e Thou art great, 0 Lord God: for there
is none like Thee, neither is there any God beside Thee, according to all_
that "e have heard with our ears."
,Ve never remember to have seen a church so complete and ready for
consecration, as St. J ames's, Oarlisle; and, we are most thankful to be able
to add, that that beautiful strncture was paid for, with the exception of a
little above a hnndred pounds. So that our beloved son will not have the
"eight of pecuniary matters to interfere with his labours, as very many
ministers have in the commencement of their parochial career. We are
personally acquainted with two clergymen at the present time, who are
completely prostrate and broken clown uncleI' this labour of church-building and renewing. No one can adequately conceive of what is entailed
by it, unless they have tested it-especially in the present riven and distracted state of the church.
The weather was very favourable on the day of the consecration of the
church. The beloved Bishop of Oarlisle preached a most telling sermon,
full of precious Gospel truth. We hope to subjoin an outline of it. We
- rejoiced to hear his lordship strike the keynote to the doctrines of rich
and free and sovereign grace, which we trust may ever be proclaimed
within those sacred walls. God forbid that ever the uncertain sound
should be heard there.
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At the close of the service an address, signed by a hundred parishioners,
was presented to the Countess of Waldegrave, expressive of their gratitude for the large and very liberal way in which her ladyship had contributed to the erection of that house. It was a most pleasing sight to
witness the calm, dignified, and self-possessed way in which that amiable
lady replied to the address, and subsequently spoke at the luncheon, intimating how little she apprehended, whilst laying the corner-stone of the
building in her 80th year, that she should ever.live to see and be present
at the consecration. We were glad to see a record of the fact of when and
by whom the stone was laid, prominently inscribed on its face.
The position of the church and parsonage is most picturesque. From
the former, which stands on a slightly-elevated site, you look northward,
and see a long range of the Scotch hills; eastward, you have the Cumberland Fells, a range of lofty hills dividing Cumberland from Durham;
south, the mountains of the Lake district; west; the Solway. On a clear
day, you may see the Criffel, a lofty mountain in Galloway, Scotland.
We were privileged to occupy the pulpit of the new church on the first
Sunday evening after its consecration, and, having on a previous visit,
when Divine service was conducted 'in a school-house, taken as our subject
two passages from the eventful life of the venerable patriarch, we thought
we could not do better on the present occasion than select another incident
in Jacob's life.; consequently we took as our text Gen. xxviii. 17: "And
he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other
but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." Personally, we
found it indeed good to be there. We believe that assuredly" the Lord
was in that place," manifestively. Just as we were closing the sermon,
the setting sun of a sudden shed forth his most brilliant rays as he was
going down over the Scotch hills. The pulpit side of the church was by it,
as it were, g'orgeously illuminated, altogether without the aid of man's
tinselled adornments. In a moment it brought before one the evening of
life; and, as our God had just been shining upon His word with light and
love and peace divine, it would seem as though He thus condescendingly
and graciously bade the very sun in the heavens to bear testimony to the
truth that" at evening-tide it should be light"-that when one's little day
w~s closing, all its travail and turmoil-its darkness, discouragements,
and dangers-should mercifully and marvellously issue in a peaceful,
glorious, unspeakably blessed, and satisfactory sun-setting, in sweet and
precious keeping with the Psalmist's hope and joy and expectation, where
he exclaims, "As f()l' me, I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy likeness."
Dear reader, we doubt if we shall ever forget that sacred Sunday
evening. With intermingled feelings-thankfulness for all that the Lord
had done for and by our beloved son, on the one hand, but intense solicitude for those voyaging, or about to voyage, for far-distant lands, on
the other, one's cup seemed full. One could at the moment so thoroughly
enter into the experience of the apostle where he says, "We are troubled
on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed." Yet there
came the assurance at that junctme, with that glorious setting sun, the
closing up qf the first Sunday-evening sermon in that new church, the
conviction, that at last all should end well. One felt assured, under the the.n
precious emotions, that, when that end should arrive, the same faithful,
gracious, and all-sufficient God, that enabled the patriarch, towards the
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close of his eventful career, to say, "It is enough; J oseph my son is yet
alive; I will go and see him before I die," would afford one's-self ample
cause to exclaim, with one's departing breath, "He hath done all 'things
well."
NOTES OF A SERMON

Pt'eached by the Honourable and Right Reverend the LOr'cl Bishop of Carlisle,
at the Consecration of St. Jarnes' Churcll, Denton Holrne, Carlisle, July 25,
1867.
"And when He had gone a little further thence, He S:lW James the son of Zebedee, and
John his brother, who also "ere in the ship mending thcir nets. And straightway He
called them: and they left their father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and
went after Him."-:M:ARK i, 19, 20.

The Bishop said that it was not without a gracious purpose that the
infirmities of' God's saints had been recorded upon the pages of inspiration ;
for example, there was a very merciful reason why the twice-told failings
of Abraham, the humiliating sin of David, and the oft-repeated denials of
Peter, had been chronicled in the word of' God. That purpose was, that
they might be proved to be men of like nature to ourselves, and that it
might be impressed upon our minds in letters which could not be obliterated, that nothing but the grace of God is a safeguard against sin. This
"as the reason that the history of the apostle J ames was so distinctly
bronght before us with his special infirmities and sins; this was the
reason that his hasty request "as mentioned, when he asked the Lord,
",Vilt Thou that "e command fire to come down from heaven, and
consume them, even as Elias did?" and his mother's unreasonable
petition, "Grant that these my NO sons may sit, the one on Thy right
hand, and the other on the left, in Thy kingdom." The apostle James
would say, even as Paul, "I know that in· me [that is, in my flesh]
dwelleth no good thing." "By the grace of God I am what I am."
Bearing this in mind, I shall endeavour this morning, first, to recall J ames'
history, and, seconc1ly, to rehearse the lessons which are to be learnt
~m~
.
1. I shall recall the chief facts of the apostle J ames' history. In it we
l)erceive there was a vocation, a sacrifice, and a recompense. First, a
,ocation. The Lord J estis Christ was walking by the shore of the sea of
Galilee, and H saw J ames and John and their father, mending their
nets, and He said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men," Here was an outward vocation or call, and doubtless an inward
one also. As with the outward voice the Lord Jesus spoke to the ear,
so mth the inward breathing of the Holy Spirit He ,nought upon the
heart. The two-fold calling was simultaneous and all-powerful. It was
immediately obeyed; they followed Him; they remained with Him; they
became" fishers of men." But that vocation stood not alone-it involved
a sacrifice. It has been too readily assumed that all the apostles were
poor and necessitous men. This was not really the case. See the facts
stated in the text-they had ships and nets and hired servants; if thlilY
had not an abundance of earthly goods, some of them, at least, had a
sufficiency of them; they possessed the means of earning a respectable
livelihood, and therefore their obedience to the Saviour's call must have
involved a sacrifice. Country, kindred, comparative wealth, all that they
possessed, were, in obedience to that call, immediately given up, and they
became the companions of Him of whom it was said, "The foxes have
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holes, and the birds of the air' have nests; but the Son of Man hath rot
where to lay His head." The sacrifice also which the apostles made w~s
not merely a temporary, but a continuous sacrifice; they gave up theIr
possessions for ever; they entered upon, and continued in, a new life of
peculiar and increasing trial and difficulty; they remained with tl:e
Saviour during the whole of His ministerial life as sharers of all HIS
l)rivations and temptations: it was a sacrifice even unto death. But there
was also connected with the vocation and the sacrifice an abundant recompense. It was a present recompense-a recompense "hich can only be
experienced by those who forsake all to follow Ohrist. ,\That must it
have been to be permitted, as the apostle J ames was, to go in and out
with the Lord of life, to partake of His fare, and to share His lodgings,
to see all His works of mercy and love, and to listen continually to the
gracious word~ which proceeded out of His mouth! A sweet recompense
indeed, even at that present time! They must have felt it worth a sacrifice,
as they were constrained to confess that He whom they had followed "as
the" chiefest among ten thousand," and" the altogether lovely." And
what shall we say oftheir future recolIpense? of the assurance repeatedly
given of their sharing their Master's glory? of their being ackno"ledged
by Him before His Father and the holy angels? of their dl'inking the new
w.ine with Him in His kingdem? Most surely theil' recompense was a
most abundant and a glol'ious one.
n. Let me bl'iefly l'ehearse the lessons which are to be learnt
from this history. We have to-day set apart this house to J ehovah's
praise. May we not expect that here may be exemplified to the end of
time, in the teac1;J.ing and lives of godly men occupying this pulpit and
preaching in this place, a vocation, a sacrifice, and a l'ecompense? Oh,
that it may even be so ! I trust that you, my bl'ethren, will make this a
subject of special prayer in your own homes from day to day and from
week to week. It is a great joy to me to think that as far as man can
bring such a thing to pass, this will be so-that the pure doctrines of our
l'eformed church will be preached within these walls from generation to
generation-that the finished work of the Lord Jesus Ohrist will be made
known here from age to age, and that the glad tidings of the Gospel will be
proclaimed "without money and without price." But, if this is to be so,
if the finished work of the Redeemer is indeed to be made known here,
and His glorious Gospel faithfully and effectually to be pl'oclaimed here,
there must be on the part of those who preach it both a true vocation and
a sacrifice-a true call to the work by the inward moving of the mighty
Spirit of God-" How shall they preach except they be sent ?"-and a
willing sacrifice-a dedication of heart and soul to this servic.e. "If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and
follow me." And then, if this be so, if there really be this vocation here,
and this sacrifice, most assuredly will there be a recompense. Yes, within
the walls of this church will then be felt the presence of the Lord Jesus;
souls previously dead we may expect w.ill be born again; hearts
hardened in sin will be moved to repentance; the careworn and burdened
will here be enabled to leave their burdens at their Saviour's feet, and
return home with their countenances no more sad; God's people will be
refreshed, strengthened, and built up in their most holy faith; the desert
shall, as it were, "rejoice, and hlossom as the rose;" "instead of the
thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the brier shall come up
the myrtle-tree: and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an everlasting

- - - _.•.._ - -

8eptember 2, 1867.]

THE GOSPEL MAGAZINE.

497

sign that shall not be cut off." There shall indeed 'be an abundant recompense here, and a superabundant one hereafter.
Two words let me also add, in: conclusion: the Master's call, the acceptable sacrifice, and the abundant recompense are inseparl1bly linked
together. That sacrifice therefore cannot be acceptable to God, and will
not be followed by recompense, which has not been preceded by the
Master's mighty call. In other words, that man, or that minister, is
;mable to offer acceptable services to God, and unable to look forward
Justly to reward, who has not been himself called by divine grace. There
may be, and often is, sacrifice without the call. "Vitness an example
dl:awn from modern experience. "Ve heal' sometimes of persons who
WIthdraw themselves from the communion to which we have the privilege
of belonging, and join themselves to a union from which we have mercifully escaped-the Church of Rome. This they do, some of them, at a
~eart-breaking sacrifice, sacrifice of reputation, family, friends, and
lllcome, and therefore they suppose that they must be doing what is right.
But such sacrifices are not in obedience to Christ's call, nor are they in
obedience to the Scriptures; such consequently do not ensure a following
recompense. Wherever the Lord calls, however, there will of necessity
be sacrifice, sacrifice of all merit of our own, or dependency upon any
other means of salvation than faith in the finished atonement of the
Redeemer. The soul that is effectually called will prostrate himself at
the foot of the cross as a poor lost sinner, to be saved wholly, solely,
and entirely by grace. As one of our hymns beautifully expresses it,
"Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
"Could my zeal no respite know,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone."
And other sacrifices, too, "ill folIo,,: sacrifice of earthly pleasure"denying ungodliness and worldly lusts"-sacrifice of time and talent, of
means and personal convenience, to. the Lord's service; doing all as to Him,
and for Him, and in heartfelt gratitude for what He has done for us.
This sacrifice will undoubtedly meet with an abundant recompense, a
recompense here, sweet and precious-a recompense hereafter, great and
glorious. "The cup of cold water" only "given in tp,e name of a
disciple, shall in no wise lose its reward."
In conclusion, the Bishop said that he had great satisfaction in mentioning that the church had been erected at a cost of between £4,000
and £5,000, with a debt remaining of only between £250 and £300,
including boundary walls and all the internal fittings. He entreated
those who were able, to come forward nobly and wipe off, if possible, the
"hole of the sum still required. He alluded to his honoured predecessor,
Bishop Villiers, and the late 1.11'. Ferguson, of MOl'ton, with whom the
idea of the erection of the church had first originated; and also to the
contributors, some of whom, by their self-denying liberality, had contributed largely; mentioning the case of one in particular, whose most
liberal contributions were the result, not of overflowing wealth, but of
real and repeated sacrifices, sacrifices made under a deep sense of her
responsibility to God for the right use of the talents which He had
committed to her care.
After the sermon, a collection was made amounting to £.48 Is.
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A WARNING WORD.
MEMOIR OF A YOUNG LADY OF RANK.

AllOUT two years before her death, an elder sister was taken suddenly ill,
and there was great fear lest the disorder should prove fatal. During the
alarm which prevailed, the YOLmger sister was led to make many inquiries
respecting the salvation of her soul. Finding I had a reverence for Divine
things, she opened her mind by telling me how much she desired to be
religious, and what opposition she found in her family, every oue setting
their faces ag-ainst everything that was sacred. She said she trembled
greatly at the judgments of God that she found in the Bible, but now and
then expressed a hope from these words: "Though your sins be as
scarlet, they shall be white as 11'001." She said, "she felt much in
reading the 53rd of Isaiah, especially, 'He "as led as a lamb to the
slaughter,' &c."
.
She told me of many conferences she had had with persons of rank,
some violently ridiculing her, and some attempting to direct her, neither
of whom knew anything of themselves. Thus,she "as much distracted
with various things for want of a spiritual counsellor. I, as weak as
possible, and fearful to be bold under such circumstances, was yet led to.
tell her how needful it was to be sober, and give herself unto prayer; and
especially not to listen to every pretended preacher and friend that might
fall in her wa.y: that she had a deal of work to go through of pulling
down and ceasing from carnal acquaintances and smooth-tongued friends;
for, though smoother than oil, yet war against the true fear of God was
certainly in their hearts. As she had met with much admiration and
kindness, there was a deal of conceit and fleshly consequence to be brought
down; and, what made it the more dangerous was, all these things she
covered with very gentle and agreeable manners-that, if she proved right,
,she would have terrible work. She heard me with much patience and
kindness, and acknowledged in her conscience that I was a faithful
reprover. Notwithstanding this, she said, "That she could go into large
parties, .and have her meditations as well as if she were alone." I asked,
" If I did not even dispute the truth of her assertion, how clid she prove
it? The word says, 'Come out from among them, my people, lest you
be partakers of her plagues!'" She told me she hoped she eventually
should come out, though she feared her parents would not allow it. But
I could perceive an hankering after, and clinging to, her rank in society.
She would have it, there were good people in that i'ank, which I admitted;
though she evidently sought to avoid the cross. She would go to concerts, she said, because she might say but little. She certainly did not
appear to like a plain homely religion, like J acob's of old, who was a
plain man, dwelling in tents. I often warned her of her awful plans of
hiding her religion, and trying how little would pacify her conscience, and
how much of the polite world she could hold with it.
On further acquaintance I became much more faithful, and warned her
of her danger many ways. I told her that I feared she stood on the very
point of a pinnacle, and that, if she were not sober, her religion would all
end in the flesh-that she was ready to believe every fool that will be
meddling, and that very likely she would not listen to an old friend like
me, that could have no authority over her. My plain dealing never
excited her displeasure. She had often entertained herself in my pre-
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sence, with many inqui.ries of her elder sister, respecting the parties she
had been in the night before, inquiring after the dress of this person of
fashion, and that, and what such a one said to her. I once, when she was
alone, a~ked her, "Pray, when you leave your sister's vain conversation
and company, do you retire to your room for prayer, to ask a blessing of
God upon what you have been talking ?" She gave me no an::.wer, but
blushed exceedingly, and seemed more cautious ever after. Her parents,
being great enemies to true godliness, would not allow her to h-ear any
preachers-not even on a Sunday-but carefully turned her attention to
public amusements, and would, if possible, take her on that day a little·
out of tOWll-, visiting, so as to stifle every conviction, and employ her mind
upon worldly subjects. She often complained of these things, and of the
way in which she was watched, to prevent all intercourse with religious
people. And, when they came to the house, suspected of being such, they
were not suffered to see her alone.
One day she told me she had been very miserable, and, reading' the Bible
continually in her misery, the Lord was pleased to appear. I cannot
remember the passage of Scripture, but He applied it with great power;
and, in her own words, "The Lord Jesus made Himself known to me, and
gave me such a sense of His mercy, and pardoned all my sins, so that
after this, I found myself much more bold in declaring my determination
to be religious, and that I had no taste for the pleasures of the world. I
want none but such as are friends to Jesus." She then added, "What
shall I do with my parents, who are determined to oppose me ?" And she
then asked me seriously how she ought to act. I felt it required a wiser
person than myself to counsel her, but began by saying, "He that loveth
father or mother," and she added, "more than me, is not worthy of me."
But must I not comply with many things for the sake of peace, and thus
show my obedience ?" I replied, "Take heed that your obedience be not
mixed with a carnal and secret attachment to pleasures and vanity; meet
them not half-way, but make full proof before God, and in your own
conscience, that these compliances are your sorrowful meat, or you will
surely find your profession will soon dwindle into nothing." She said,
'May I not go into company to please them, and yet not join in the
spirit of the company?" I replied, "May you not put your fingers into
the fue, and expect them not to be burned?" Thus, conscience and the
world had great strugg'1es, and, though her friends hated her religion, yet
she did not fully manifest as yet her abhorrence of vain conversation and
company. I said, "I shall inquire after you with much godly jealousy
and fear. I hope you will make it manifest that you pray in secret, by
an open reward-that is, by the Lord's appearing for you to help you
through all your difficulties." When I told her of my daughter being
in soul-trouble, this greatly excited her, and she sent many messages to
her, entreating her to consider well the sweet promises set forth in the
31st of Jeremiah i that she had often found that chapter a great support
to her in the time of trouble, and " Tell her of the love of Jesus, coming
to sorrowful, repenting sinners i" and she added, "I hope I shall hear of
her being made happy soon." She never omitted to inquire how she
went on.
After this beg'inning, it was with grief and fear that I heard of her
having been introduced at the county ball. I knew not where these
things would end. I feared lest the Lord might manifest His displeasure
some way or other. However, in a little time, I found that she was ex-
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tremely unhappy, and that she grieved so much for this, which her
IJarents obliged her to, that she entreated them very earnestly, that they
would not press her to appear in public, or to go out to parties, and
. extorted a half-promise that in this matter she should be indulged. She
made many sorrowful complaints to some religious friends, to whom she
expressed her great distress, and many fears about going into company.
For, knowing the wish of her friends, she saw very little hopes of fully
prevailing upon them. They counselled her wisely, and told her that
there was very little hope of turning the minds of her parents on the
subject, but that she must pray to God night and day, and see and watch
if He could not make a way for escape, quite in a way as yet unknown.
"For He is mighty in working, doing wonders."
But, after this, all things went on as usual; she was taken to the opera,
and other places of amusement; but I "as told by a lady of rank, who
sat near her at one of these places, that she looked the picture of despair.
Yet sometimes she seemed amused, aud thus had many terrible conflicts.
One day she was taken ill, but, not being quite confiued to her room, she
was tlj,ken to a place of public amusement the following night. The next
morning she was seized suddenly with a fatal disease, which, in a few
hours, deprived her both of her senses and sight. In this state she continued without any lucid interval for a few days, and died; and thus
escaped cQlUing out into society, ne,er having an opportunity of saying
anything, nor leaving any comfortable testimony of a happy end. Yet,
after her death, was found a paper, written on her return from the place
of amusement, when the illness had already commenced, in which she
expressed her utter abhorrence of all such proceedings, and,the great unhappiness which arose from her situation and the opposition of her
friends, blaming no one personally, but earnestly begging for mercy and
pardon, and expressing much feeling of her sinful condition, ancI how exceedingly polluted she felt herself with sin, and how miserable she was
on account of it.
This is all that can be made out for this poor young' lady. If there
seems a foundation for hope, yet there are in her history things that are
very fearful, which ought to serve as a caution to all trifling, light professors that will nibble at sin, and see how near they can come to the
thick bosses of God's buckler. To such it must be said, "Beware lest He
take thee away at a stroke; then a great ransom cannot deliver thee."
" To-day, if you will not harden your hearts," is the time to seek the
Lord, lest He should come, and give no space for repentance.
Additional Lette?' from E. G. M., written in Pencil a few Days before he?' Death.
RESPECTED AND ESTEEMED FRIEND,- I have been made to feel truly
ashamed and humbled at having given way to my feelings of weakness this
morning, instead of begging for strength to have answered you, when you required the state of my mind. I cannot but acknowledge to you my offence,
and hope you will forgive me for my want of respect.
.
Shortly after you left me, I was overtaken with deep convictions for having
secretly indulged some evil which appeared at once to make me a hypocrite.
I cannot describe the anguish and misery I endured for some little time. I felt
nothing would satisfy me but an application of the blood of Christ; for this
I was led most eamestly to beg, and the Lord was graciously pleased to hear
the groanings of His good Spirit in me-first, by melting my heart with a
hope of mercy, and then powerfully assuring me that though my sins we?'e as
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scarlet, yet, washed in His blood, they were as white as snow. "What shall I
render unto the Lord for all His benefits?" I felt much what you said this
morning about the chief of sinners. I found the 25th of Isaiah very comfort.
ing to my soul. Accept my grateful thanks for all your great kindness to me.
I remain, respected friend, yours vel) sincerely.
E.G.M.
The foregoing reminiscence is from the pen of that eminent servant of
God, :Mr. James Bourne, who, through his profession as an artist, was
brought into c9ntact with people of rank. It is one of four brief memoirs
-now out of print-from which much instruction may be gained, if the
Lord add His blessing. The dubious conduct of the young lady is but a
sample of many in our own clay, who, from fear of the cross, stifle their
convictions.
There is something to hope from the Lord's dealings with her soul; and,
on the ground of salvation by grace alone, there is footing for the chief of
sinners without a rag of creature righteousness. But the Lord will be
glorified in and by His saints here below, and, sooner or later, Ye are my
1~'itnes8es, must be burnt into the breast of every living child of God. ]

THE FIFTH CLIFTON CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE.
23, Berkeley Square, Bris tal.
The Spirit of the Lord Goel is upon me."-IsA. lxi. 1.
,. In demonstration of the Spirit and of power."-l COR. ii. 4.
"I knew a man in Oh.rist."-2 COR. xii. 2.
, As ye ha,e therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him."-CoL. iii. 6.

<.

BELOVED BKETHREN AND SISTERS iN CHRIST JEsus,-As the year advances
,re are reminded that the season for our annual Clifton Conference of believers in our common Lord draws nigh.
Hitherto we have assembled in November; but the question has been
frequently asked, Why defer our meeting to so late a period of the year,
which is inconvenient to many, and sometimes uncomfortable to all? ,Vith
the concurrence of several dear Christian friends, I have decided on trying
whether a month earlier would not prove more convenient.
,Ve shall then, with the Lord's gracious permission, meet this year early
in October, which I trust will not incommode any of those for whose presence \l"ith us we look with satisfaction, and from whose co-operation we
expect profit and pleasure.
I rejoice to know that our Conference has hitherto proved a blessing to
many. The very attempt to exalt our Divine Head above all other objects
of interest, even those that appear to each section of the Christian Church
respectively of distinctive importance, seems to secure the favour of Him
who has prayed for the oneness of His members in Him, and \l"ho has
laid on them, in full view of their earthly diversities, His commandment
that they should love one another.
Departure from the simplicity that is in Christ Jesus, which is the religious feature of the day in which we live, warns us that clouds of error,
and apostacy from the truth, are again gathering in the Christian firmament, and that the design of the great adversary is once more to obscure
the brightness of the Sun of righteousness, and to restore the night of
superstition and fo=alism.
It behoves the children of the day to be on the alert, and to make
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common cause in the assertion of their blood-bought privileges, as the
"called, and chosen, and faithful," who follow;the Lamb as their only
Guide, and who feel that they are complete in Him. This He expects at
. their hands in these days when, every effort is made to take His crown,
and to array man with the ensigns of His cugnity and His sovereign
power.
In the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ, and under the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, we will assemble at our Fifth Clifton Conference, determined, with God's grace, to strive together in prayer, and in
mutual edification and encouragement, for the faith once delivered to the
saints-the faith of God's elect in all ages, which has the Father for its
Author, the Son for its Object, and the Holy Spirit for its operating Power
in the soul. We will search the Scriptures, so as to be ready to test every
new phase of religious opinion by their unerring authority, and by God's
grace to hold fast that which is good.
Believers in Bristol and Cl ifton are again ready to welcome, with true
Christian affection and courtesy, their brethren and sisters in other localities. They have found intercourse with them s"eet in past years, and
they long for a similar season of refreshment now. They say, "Come,
and let us take sweet counsel together; let us have another foretaste of
the joy awaiting oUT gathering together in the presence of the Lamb, at
His coming and His kingdom." May our gracious Head convince many
of His sanctified ones at such unions that it is good for them to accept the
invitation, and to look for His promised presence and blessing under such
circumstances.
We assure our dear absent brethren and sisters that we shall be much
in prayer for the success of our coming Conference; and we affectionately
invite them to unite with us in our petitions. A prayer-hearing God will
be the SOUTce of OUT joy when we meet, and the Author of the blessing
which in separating we shall carry away. May He have all the glory of
whatever good we receive!
We propose that OUT Fifth Clifton Conference shall (D.V.) be held on
Tuesday and Wednesday, the 8th and 9th of October, 1867.
The subjects selected for consideration are:The work of God in the Holy Ghost.-1 Thess. i. 5.
The children of God in Christ Jesus.-Rom. viii. 1.
Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren who will
kindly signify to me, on or before Saturday, September 28th, their intention to be present at the Conference, and their need of accommodation
during their stay.
I am, my dear friends,
Yours affectionately in the hope of the Gospel,
.

SAMUEL AnRAHAM WALKER,

Rectal' of St. Maj'y-le-Poi't, En·stol.

The Conference will, as usual, assemble (D.V.) in the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton, each day at eleven o'clock a.m. and at seven p.m. Dinner (for
which tickets, at 2s. each, will be issued during the Conference) win be
provided within the building at half-past one o'clock, and tea at five.
'.rhe intervals between the meetings will, as heretofore, be devoted to
pl'ayer meetings, Bible readings, addresses, free conversations, &c.
Our local friends are reminded that meetings for prayer will be held at
the Victoria Rooms all the three Friday evenings, September 20th and
27th and October 4th, preceding the Conference, and also on Monday
evening, October 7th, to ask the Lord's blessing on our proceedings.
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"Cari ye not discern the signs of the times? "-M.!T'f. xvi. 3.

""""

THE Pariiamentary Session of 1866·7 is now ended, to the intense satisfaction, we should imagine, of all those who have taken an active part in
it. It will probably be marked in history as one of the most important sessions
of modern times, but whether as being injurious or beneficial to our country
'the future alone can determine. Great changes have been effected, and effected
in a very extraordinary way-not slowly and solemnly, step by step, as becomes the legislature of a great nation, but speedily, ",ith gigantic strides, and
apparently more under the prevailing notion that because the measures
proposed were much wished for, they must of necessity be adopted, than from a
conviction produced by a careful examination into the subject, that such
measures were absolutely needed. How anxiously will the first working of
those measures be watched! How gl'eat is the responsibility of those who
have effected them! We are astonished at the carelessness (apparently) with
which some have assumed that responsibility: we should have imagined that
the great prosperity with which now for many years our country has been
favoured, and the comparative happiness which its people have enjoyed, would
have caused our legislators to hesitate long before they ventured to introduce
any such changes as would imperil that prosperity and happiness. But no, it
seems as if nations even in this enlightened age are like private individuals; they
never know when they have enough-they are never satisfied-they must
continually aim at something more. May the King of kings order all aright
for the promotion of His glory, and, if it be His will, for the permanent ad,an age of our land. Never perhaps have we had more reason to offer up
heartily the prayer, " We humbly beseech Thee, as for this Kingdom in general,
o e-pecially for the High Court of Parliament, that Thou wouldest be pleased
to direct and prosper all their consultations, to the advancement of Thy glory,
the good of Thy Church, the safety, honour, and welfare of our Sovereign and
her dominions."
Considerable attention has lately been directed, and not witbout reason, to
the condition of our poor countrymen who are still detained as prisoners
by the professedly Christian king of Abyssinia. Their condition is stated to
be pitiable in the extreme, and most critically dang-erous; they are entirely
a the mercy of this savage prince, and at any moment he may put tbem to 101,
TIolent dea b. He gets occasionally into most violent passions ",ith his own
subjects, and witbout the slightest good reason puts numbers of them to death;
and our poor unfortunate countrymen have been for several months living in
momentaTy expectation that in one of his passions he will serve them in the
same manner. It is most touching to hear of the way in which they are enduring this terrible trial. One writes, " , Fear not; for I am with thee: be not
dismayed; for I am thy God,' is the promise to which I cling, and tbe refuge to
which in our present trouble, perplexity, and danger I resort." Another says,
"Concerning myself, I am well; but what has become of my poor wife and
child I am entirely ignorant of. I have resigned them into the bands of Him
"ho can cause t.he turbulent waves to be quiet, so that there is a great calm.
It seems hard in the eyes of man, but nothing is impossible with God. His
infallible word assures us-' As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so
tbe Lord is round about His people;' therefore I will not cease to lift my eyes
on high, trusting that our redemption draweth nigh." Our government have
had a very difficult part to play in the matter, but we cannot tbink that they
ha,e acted wisely. .l\fonth after month has been allowed to slip away with
little being done to rescue the poor captives, except fruitless deliberations
as to the expense of sending out a party of rescuers, and as to tbe cha,nces of
the king being made more angry by the approach of an avenging force; toget.her with fruitless negociations and letters.: One would have imagined that
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our past history would have taught us that the only way to deal effectually
with such a monarch as this is to intimidate him; to threaten him strongly
first, and then boldly, although mercifully, to use force. It is not merely the
lives of a few individuals that are concerned in a question like this, but our
national honour, the moral prestige of England, and probably connected therewith, the lives of many other thousands of our subjects and the safety of their
possessions abroad. Let once uncivilized nations get the idea that we are to
be trifled with, and the security of many of our foreign possessions is gone.
We eal:nestly hope that ere long some succour will be sent to these much-tried
people; probably by the time that this number of the GOi;iPEL MAGAZINE is
in the hands of our readers, we may hear of their release. The king of Abys.
sinia is, we are informed, deserted by half his soldiers, and the chief part of
his country appears to be in a state of open revolt; so that it is not likely
that he will much longer be able to retain his captives.
How many mercies are we made as a nation the recipient of! Especially
have we cause for gratitude in the fine weather which has been granted to us
for gathering in the harvest. Many fears were expressed as to this year's crops,
but they have, through Divine mercy, turned out in a great measure to bc
groundless; and, if we have not a very abundant harvest, we have at least not
a poor one. And further, we ought to be thankful that we are at present free
from that awful scourge, the cholera, which appears to be so terribly ,isiting
the Continent. We might have almost expected, from our experience of former
years, that we should have had it still lingering amongst us, but, through mercy,
we have hitherto been spared the infliction. The accounts of its ravages in
Italy are terrible; in one locality where the population does not exceed five
thousand souls, we hear of the deaths being from fifty to sixty daily. Of one
city, that of Catania, it is said that it presents a "miserable spectacle-disease,
suffering, misery, and terror, are seen under every possible form. Very few
shups-not more, it is said, than ten in a hundred-are open. All who had
the means of escaping have already abandoned the city; prowling dogs and
sickly mendicants have the place almost entirely to themselves. The condition
of the city is so sad, that the whole active work of life is performed by the
soldiers, who too frequently fall victims to their arduous and over· strained
labours. They nurse the sick and bury the dead, and, in return for their ser·
vices, are frequently repulsed by the suspicious inhabitants, who often reJi-lse
food and medicine from their hands, revile them with their dying breath, and
perish fully believing that they have been poisoned. The agitation is indescribable throughout the country."
The annual religious meetings held in the Scottish Highlands, seem to have
been particularly interesting and successful this year. The meetings are held
in a most lovely spot, on the slope of a mountain near Arndilly, and they were
attended this time by about two thousand persons. Ministers of various
denominations and pious laymen conducted the devotional services, and most
impressive and touching addresses were delivered.. May an abundant blessing
result!
SAORED MAXIMS.
'IRE world knows no more of God by its wisdom than by its folly.
A Ohristian honours God by relying implicity on His promises.
Mere sentiment is not food for a spiritual mind.
The life of the ransomed of the Lord is to the world an unintellig'ible
mystery.
When the Spirit of life quickens dead sinners, He bears both them and
their burdens.
God calls the wise, not because of tbeir wisdom, but because of His own
abounding free and sovereign grace.
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