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Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i. 4.

THE THRESHOLD OF GLORY AND FAITH
TRIUMPHANT!
But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stec1jastly into heaven, and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God."ACTS vii. 55.
AH, reader, here was the' secret; this will account for all that took
place both before and afterwards, in respect to this eminent servant
. of God-" he beingfull of the Holy Ghost." We read in Romans viii.,
"Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His."
This is the turning-point. The moment the Holy Ghost, in the
sovereign exercise of His own almighty power, takes possession of a
man, that man instantly becomes another man; he is "created anew
in Christ Jesus;" he is " made the temple of the Holy Ghost." What
a marvellous change! and what a mighty consideration! The Lord
God Omnipotent exercisino- His own Divine right to whomsoever and
whensoever He chooses! He in such case fulfils His own most gracious
promise, " I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their
God, and they shall be my people."
Reader, has it never occurred to you how vast the distinction and
how marked the difference, with respect to the disciples, as to their
condition spiritually before and ajter the gift of the Holy Ghost on
the day of Pentecost? Consider their state prior to this great and
gracious gift. Notwithstanding the holy privileges and the Divine
advantages which they possessed, in that they were so favoured with
the very closest intimacy with Jesus, yet how carnal were they; how,
for most part, were "their eyes holden that they should not know
Him." They heard His words; -they with their outward ears hea.rkened .to His counsel j they saw His wondrous works: but, notwithstanding, how imperfect was their vision j how little did they under- L
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stand His sayings; how they failed to behold the excellency of His
person. Mark, reader, in proof of these remarks, what was said by
the disciples on the way to Emmaus. They had personally witnessed
the fulfilment of all the Old Testament prophecies concerning Jesus'
person and work. There had been in regard to Him the most literal
exposition of type and figure, as adopted under the old or Levitical
dispensation; the shadow had clearly given place to the substance;
the type disappearing in the Anti-type. Notwithstanding, we hear
the disciples exclaiming, "We trusted that it had been He which
should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to-day is the third
day since these things were done." The language and general bearing of the disciples bespoke a stf,tte of doubt and perplexity. Hence
the ground for the loving rebuke of Jesus, " 0 fools, and slow of heart
. to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought not Ohrist to have
suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?" Then follows
that precious fact, "And beginning at Moses and all the prophets,
He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
Himself."
Reader, it is questionable whether the disciples ever before experienced, in the same measure or degree, that warmth of heart of
which they afterwards spoke as they did on this memorable occasion;
and in this we see the precious fruit and power of' the resurrection of
J ehovah Jesus.
But, as sweetly connected with the quickening power and indwelling
of the Holy Ghost, observe, moreover, that when the Lord again appeared to His disciples, He directed them so specially once more to the
prorni.$e He had made them prior to His crucifixion," Behold I send the
promise of My Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem,
until ye be endued with power from on high." Hence, in the interval
between this gracious assurance and the glorious scenes on the day of
Pentecost, the condition of the disciples was that of waiting and
watching. But how blessed the immediate effects of the gift of the
Holy Ghost! How changed the men! How bold and how blessed
their testimony! See the contrast, for example, in the timid, Ohristdenying Peter. Consider him and his conduct whilst His Lord and
Master was arraigned at Pilate's bar, when he-and that with oaths
and curses-thrice denied that he knew Him, and now in his memorable sermon: "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both
Lord and Christ;" and again, "Be it known unto you all, and to all
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom ye crt{cijied, whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth
this man stand here before you whole. This is the stone which was
set at nought oj you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved."
We say again, reader, mark the wondrous change in Peter and his
brother disciples. How perfectly fearless now, and how utterly in-
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different personally to all results and consequences. Fearful as they
were before, and however true the statement concerning them, "they
all forsook Him, and fled," how altered the state of things now!
There was not a disciple who was not prepared-and cheerfully willing,
too-to seal his testimony with his blood. And whence this? It
was because" there was poured out upon them the gift of the Holy
Ghost." The reason, and the only reason, for so great and distinguishing a change was, that the Lord the Spirit had come in His
own rightful prerogative, and taken possession of their hearts.
Oh, blessed and holy Comforter, would that it would pleas~ Thee,
in the day and under the circumstances in' which we live, to come
down with at least a measure of Pentecostal light and love and power!
Oh, that it would please Thee to scatter the mist and to dispel the darkness in which Thy professing Church is enveloped! Oh, that it would
please Thee to possess men with the holy boldness and the sweet confidence and the heavenly zeal with which Thou didst graciously endue
them in days of old! So that error and superstition, bitterness and
enmity, and all and everything that exalteth itself against the name
and the glory and the full and free salvation of a precious Christ,
should be scattered to the very winds of heaven. Oh, Thou Spirit
Divine, thus come down, we pray Thee, and thus make manifest Thy
light and Thy power, in the exalting of a precious Christ, yea, in
the glorification of a triune J ehovah, :Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!
Reader, we would ask thee to open the word, and to read attentively the clear and comprehensive address which the holy Stephen
had given in regard to J ehovah's dealings with His ancient people.
He takes a rapid review of His manifestation to Abraham, and of His
subsequent guidance and teachings in the wilderness; and, by reference to the verse in the preceding chapter, you will perceive that
this bold and fearless testimony was given in the very face of his
accusers, of whom and the council he was called to confront we
read that they, "looking steclfastly on him, saw his face as it had been
the face of an angel." Hence, not only was he divested of fear, and
seemed utterly regardless of personal da,nger, but his whole soul was
so imbued with a holy joy and heavenly rapture in the present
realization of the glorious verities of which he was then testifying, as
to light up his very countenance with a supernatural beauty and
angelic delight.
Oh, reader, what cannot the grace of God, as implanted and brought
into exercise by the Holy Ghost, effect? Verily, it lifts up the partaker above all the various influences of the flesh and of the world,
and fills him with a peace and a joy and a gladness that is " unspeakable and full of glorx."
Observe, moreover, that it was the very opposition to and resistance
of his testimony, that instrumentally led to that holy boldness and
supernatural ecstasy and rejoicing of which the first honoured martyr
was the subject. How well worthy is this fact of our most serious
and grateful consideration. Had Stephen's testimony been received
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and welcomed, it would be easier, upon merely natural grounds, to
have accounted for his peace and joy and satisfaction; but, when we
see that his holy triumph and rejoicing was immediataly connected
with resistance and threatening, and a satanic determination upon the
part of his enemies to avenge themselves of what was so uncongenial to their hard and godless hearts; not upon human principles, but upon the ground of faith, and the contemplation of the all·
sufficiency of Divine grace and the faithfulness of Jehovah, the peace
and the fearlessness and the holy, supernatural joy of which Stephen
was made the partaker, is most grateful and heart-cheering to consider. How well may such consideration instrumentally rebuke the
fears and suppress the uneasiness and discomfort of those who, looking
at the present strange and unsatisfactory times, with the fearful
progress and advancement of the tyrannizing and bloodthirsty
spirit of Popery, tremble in the anticipation of its once again
exercising its diabolical power over the minds and bodies of men.
Should such for a season be permitted of God, sure we are that
"His grace," as in Stephen's case, will be found to be "sufficient " for all the tests and trials to which the faith of His elect shall
be subjected. Not, however, that we would on this account be indifferent to the coming struggle, or in the leastwise be determined to
resist to the very utmost the incoming foe; on the contrary, reader,
we are as much disposed as ever to exclaim, "From the Pope of Rome
and all his detestable enormities, good Lord, deliver 'Us."
Reader, contemplate the directly opposite effects attendant upon
the declaration of the same truths. By reference to the 37th verse of
the 3rd chapter, you win see that, upon the outspoken testimony of
the apostle Peter, to which we before referred, it is recorded, "Now
when they heard this, they were prioked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we
do P" But here, on the contrary, as soon as the apostle Stephen had
delivered his address, we read, " When they heard these things, they
were o'Ut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth."
What a contrast! How momentous a distinction where the wording
would appear so alike. In the one case they were "pricked in their
heart," in the other, as was the case upon Peter's fearless testimony,
as recorded in the 5th chapter, they were" cut to the heart." The
one effect is that of humbling, laying low, instilling a pry for mercy;
the other is that of stirring up all the pride and venom and desperate blood-thirstiness of the human heart. And mark, reader, the latter
spirit was the most exhibited in those who made a profession of godlip.ess. And truly, as then, so now. Whilst the truth as it is in Jesus
proves to be either the" savour of life unto life, or of death unto death,"
the deadliest antagonism to the creature-humbling truths ofthe Gospel
will be exhibited upon the part of those who have made profession of
the name of Jesus, and those who have assumed the garb of Ohristianity. No enmity like their enmity-no antagonism or resistance
like theirs !
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Reader, to what deep searching of heart may this well lead us, and
how well may it bring each and all of us to a close scriptural inquiry
as to the nature of our profession. The twofold, but so distinctly
opposite, spirit manifested by those who heard Peter and Stephen,
may well furnish us with both means as well as motive for testing our
profession, and, by the Spirit, probing our own hearts.
And now, dear readers, strive, if you can, to bring this touching
scene before the eye of your mind. Stephen has been standing
before the council and his accusers, and, in the calmest, clearest, and
most dignified way, delivering his testimony for God and truth. The
effect, as we have seen, was that of the most deadly resistance; and,
notwithstanding all that had so recently occurred in Jerusalem, where
there had been so much to ratify and confirm the centurion's words,
as he contemplated a dying Christ, " Truly this man was the Son of
God," yet the same is without avail upon these the persecutors of
Stephen. In vain had been the rent vail of the temple; in vain the
opened graves and the appearance in Jerusalem of many of their previous occupants; in vain the rolling away of the stone and the vacant
sepulchre; in vain the appearance of Jesus again and again during
the forty days' interval between His resurrection and ascension; in
vain all the wondrous scenes connected with the Pentecost, when so
many were amazed and were in doubt, saying one to another,
" What meaneth this?" Oh, yes, all events, all circumstances, all
providences; propitious or otherwise, must in themselves fail, without
the express anointing and Divine power of God the Holy Ghost.
Here Stephen stands; his audience" cut to the heart, and gnashing upon him with their teeth." "But he, being full of the Holy
Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God." What a scene,
and what a sight! What a scene below! What a sight above!
How great the contrast! Below-a very hell! Above-heaven!
Here-murderers! There-the glory of God and the glorified murdered, but now risen and triumphant One! "Full of the Holy
Ghost!" and by that fulness, and in consequence of that power, not
only ablE) to stand calm and unmoved and perfectly at ease in the very
midst of his murderers, amid all their hellish spleen and devilish antagonism, but at the same time emboldened and encouraged to " look
up stedfastly into heaven." "Stedfastly"-undiverted, unabashed,
out fear or misgiving. Mark the attitude, dear reader-" looking
up;" not looking round, not looking at, not conferring with. He
had, so to speak, done with man. All he had now to do with was
God! Except the merest glance, he had gazed upon his fellow-man
for the last time. His attention was now wholly absorbed with the
glorified Goq.-Man, Christ Jesus! It was a stedfast looking, a deliberate looking, a joyful looking. Naught could divert it. No, not
all the threats nor determination of his enemies. Oh, reader, what
significant teaohing this! Remember Stephen's attitude as you think
upon the number or the power of your enemie,s. Be it yours and ours
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to look off from them-up, up, up to JESUS! He " looked up stedfastly
into heaven." Hence it was opened, or he could not have looked into
it. We read, beloved, of another" stedfast looking ;" but, ah !. there
was an important distinction with respect to it. We reaa that
the disciples" looked stedfastly t01~'ard heaven." But Stephen looked
into it. The former were rewarded and recompensed for their
looking, for presently, as the fruit of their perseverance in looking,
we read, that" two men stood by them in white apparel, which also
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?"
Still, privileged as was their gazing, it fell short in its blessedness of
that of Stephen. And why? It was not a case of equal need-not one
of the same extremity-not one of like danger. It was the imminent
peril of his position that moved the Holy Ghost to empower and encourage Stephen to" look up stedfastly into heaven," and, as a blessed
result, to see" the glory of God," or as far as it was possible for a departing spirit to behold Him, " the God of glory."
Reader, what a field of thought does this open for our contemplation;
for, a~suredly, what was vouchsafed to the persecuted and about-to-bemartyred Stephen is likewise vouchsafed to all the saints of God in
the times of their necessity, especially in the valley of the shadow of
death and in connexion with the article of dissolution. As the enemies
of Stephen were now as with one arm and one v~ice conspired against
him, so do the powers of darkness conspire at the last great climax
against the souls of the Lord's dear people. The great object of Satan
is to fill them with dismay-to crowd in upon their poor affrighted
minds terror upon terror-to take advantage of their weakness and
the failing of heart and of flesh, by suggesting that that very failure
is a proof of God's having deserted them. Gloom and apprehension
follow as a consequence j and this can alone be dispersed by the voice
and the felt presence of the Lord! The Holy Ghost afresh puts forth
His almighty power; and His fear-assuaging words, and renewed
assurance of His almighty presence and sustaining power, revive and
renew the soul in strength and hope and expectation.
Stephen beheld" Jesus standing on the right hand of God." Mark
His position. As if in intense solicitude, watching the circumstances in
which His servant was placed; standing in an attitude ready to help,
and as ready to receive and welcome him the moment his mission was
ended. What glorious circumstances, dear reader, in which to be
placed-those of Stephen! And how many thousands of the Lord's
beloved ones have, in common with Stephen, thus at the last beheld
by precious faith the person of their risen and victorious Head waiting, as their glorious Forerunner, to receive and welcome them to the
mansions He has prepared for them.
The Lord grant that it may be your mercy, dear reader, and ours
likewise, when we shall have done and suffered His will in this vale of
tears, to have at last, like Stephen, a precious faith's view of a risen and
exalted Christ. And let the time and the nature of our departure
be when or what it may, the Lord, of His great mercy, grant that
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we may be able, with the first martyr, to exclaim, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit;" and, then with him, sweetly and calmly "fall
asleep."
Lord God Almighty, of Thy precious mercy, grace, and compassion,
grant it, for Ohrist's sake. Amen and amen.
St. Luke's Bedminster, A~tgust 8th, 1868.
THE EDITOR.

BIBLE LESSONS.
" Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever
ye shall ask of the Father in my name, He may give it yoU."-JOHN xv. 16.
THE first special truth taught us in this verse is the eternal choice of God
the Son of those whom God the Father gave unto Him, as the unity of
Godhead between the Father and the Son is so clearly shown in the 23rd
and 24th verses. Christ also says He has ordained them. Here is His
purpose again brought out. But He has ordained them to bring forth
fruit. Now, I cannot help thinking that some of the fruits a child of
God bears are never seen-fruits of the heart-a reciprocity of feeling, as
it were, between God and his soul-a drawing out of the soul in love to
God, and sweet communion with Him. I hardly mean prayer; perhaps
it might better be described as longing desires, as with David-" My soul
followeth hard after Thee "-though it results in the outpouring of the
child's heart to his Father in prayer, but is certainly the Holy Spirit's infiuence on the heart, and enables the child to say, "My Father." I think
it is something of the kind St. Paul means in Phil. i. 11, "Being filled with
the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and
praise of God." But the fruit is not only to remain; it is also to be
brought into exerci'3e. This is very beautifully set forth in Col. i. 3, which
speaks of that fruit flowing out in "faith in Christ Jesus," love to the
saints, prayer for them, "love in the Spirit," "walking worthy of the
Lord," "being fruitful in every good work," patience, longsuffering, with
joyfulness. St. Mark says the fruit not only sprang up, but increased
(iv. 8). It should both increase in us and in the outward manifestations
of it, as Christ says that your fruit should remain-that is, abide or continue. "Be not weary in well-doing." But there is another lesson
taught us in this verse, namely, how we should approach the Father,
hoping for an answer to our prayers, "That whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, He may give it you." It is to be feared we do not
sufficiently attend to this, but are too apt to come in our own name, forgetting that we can receive no blessing but in, through, and by Christ.
" Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive,
that your joy may be full." How necessary that we should always bear in
mind the offices of the ever-blessed Three-the Holy Spirit dictating, the
Son presenting·, and the Father hearing and bestowing all needful things!
Wondrous plan! And it is the Holy Spirit's work to reveal it. "Howbeit when He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all
truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear
[of the mind of the Father] that shall He speak." " He shall glorify me :
for He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you." We also learn
the extensive bounty of our Heavenly Father. " Whatsoever" is a large
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word, comprehending all our desires; but then we must ask in faith and
submission to God's will. "If we ask anything according to His will,
He heareth us." This is especially the case as regards spiritual blessings; in these His heart and hand are unbounded, far exceeding our
desires; but in temporal matters we frequently" ask and receive not, because we ask amiss." 'l'emporal blessings should always have the prefix,
" If it be Thy will." It is His will to grant spiritual things to an unlimited extent, and the more we have the more we shall crave. In one
sense we shall be " satisfied with the goodness of the Lord," yet in another we shall only be truly satisfied when we awake up in His likeness,
and dwell in His presence for evermore.
W.

THE SEOOND ADVENT.
" Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go
into heaven."-AcTs i. 1l.

HAIL, glorious hour! so long foretold;
All hail, Thou risen Lord!
Thy living saints, like those of old,
Still trust Thy faithful word;
And wonder why from day to day,
Thy chariot wheels so long delay.

Pre-eminence in sin and crime
Our guilty world has reached.
The earth, whene'er Thy judgments
come,
Seems ready for her fiery doom.
The virgins' lamps are burning dim,
And hearts are growing cold;
God's faithless priests are leavingHim,
And serving gods of gold.
Proud men ndect the God of grace,
The Beast of Rome usurps his place.

How many suns have risen and set
Since this sure pledge was given,
To those who from Olivet
Beheld 'Thee enter heavenThat Thou thyself, once crucified,
W ouldst come again to claim Thy The blood of all Thy martyred saints
Still cries aloud to Thee;
bride.
Thy longing Churcli desh-es and faints
Her risen Head to see:
The day is surely drawiyg nigh,
Her trials past, her labours done,
For night has closed ~ound ;
The battle fought, the victory won.
Thy saints in sackcloth prophesy,
And few are faithful found.
Her watchmen sleep on Sion's walls, Amen, dear Lord, speed on the day,
And, till we see Thy face,
And Dagon's might the world enThrough all the dreary desert way,
thralls.
Uphold us by Thy grace.
Our weary spirits long for home;
As in that dark primeval time,
When faithful Noah preached,
Oh, come, Lord Jesus, quickly come.
ScarbOl·ough.
W.S. R.
" Jesus answered them, Is it C'Jt written in your law, I said, Ye are gods ?" 9'"c.
, J OIIN x. 34.
THIS passage is taken from Psalm lxxxii. 6, which also refers to Exod.
xxii. 28, in which we find the term "gods" means judges or rulers.
Ohrist appears to be applying the same term to the rulers among the
Jews, and manifests His surprise that they who considered themselves
gods, should say of Him, who had infinitely so much more right to
the title : "Thou blasphemest," because He said, " I am the Son of God."
After all the works He had shewed them they were still hardened in
their belief.
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EVENING THOUGHTS AFTER DAILY CARE.
AFTER the busy careFl of the day the worldling seeks his pleasuro in
the gaieties and vanities of life; but the lover of Jesus finds his happiness
in returning to the word of God, and seeking his joy in those means
which draw him into fellowship with his Best-beloved. With such feelings we have sought the shade of an outspreading tree, and, with pen,
ink, paper, the Bible, and GOSPEL MAGAZINE around us, we are hoping
that the Spirit of God will so direct our evening thoughts after another
day's care, as that they may be mutually profitable to our souls.
And the first thought that suggests itself is, "How absorbing are the
things of time, and how little do we seem to' grow in grace!" Our movements appear retrograde rather than progressive; and, if we look back to
some ten or twenty or more years, why, we enjoyed then and experienced
then far more of divine things than we do now. Nor are we alone in
such a state of experience, for the eye catches the following. expressions in
the July number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE undedhe heading of" Remembrances and Retracings:" "The state of soul into which I am brought
perfectly astounds me. Were it not for some portions of the word of
God that now and then seem to be brought home with some little power,
and just fitting into my case, it appears tome, I should actually sink into
despair. I am so hard, so callous, so utterly void of feeling. There is
for the most part no dew upon fleece or floor. I feel like one' twice dead
and plucked up by the roots.' I constantly cry out, 'I [am] a beast before
Thee.' Oh, how I thank God it was left upon record that the psalmist
so expressed himself, for it gives me to feel that at least one has·
felt as I do." Nay, dear writer, but let me tell you of another who feels
just what you do; and never could language better express his own
state of soul. And, while wondering who it is th~t thus feels as we do,
judge of our surprise when, on glancing to the end of the article in question, we finel the well-known initials of our beloved Editor. Shall we be
understood when we say we have become comforted by his very expressions of barrenness-that is to say, we feel, "Well, if we are sighing for
the means of grace and other spiritual privileges, and lamenting .that the
business of life so absorhs the attention, as to bring one into great leanness
of soul, here is a man of God, whose whole life is devoted to His service,
and yet, in the midst of preaching, praying, intercourse with the brethren,
is mourning over his coldness and unfruitfulness." Well, it amounts
to this: the children of God pass through very similar experience. Let
their lot in life be cast where it may-whett~r in the ministry or out
of it-they have often to mourn over wretched coldness of heart, and
are all found inquiring"If I love why am I thus?
Why this dull and lifeless frame?
Hardly sure can they be worse
Who have never heard His name."

Nevertheless, beloved, although we have to lament our barrenness, can
we not say we are
MM
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KEPT OLINGING STILL?

All kinds of unhallowed influence is often brought against the child of
God to hinder his spiritual progress; but what a mercy that all such
opposition but drives him closer home to the bosom of his best Friend.
He clings still to Jesus. He may and must have much to do with the
world, but his heart is not there. What people are doing clinging to
their good deeds we cannot understand, for we cannot find any good to
cling to; our best actions (so called) will not bear the sunlight of truth;
sin is mixed with all we do.
Now, dear reader, do you not feel with us your increasing weakness and
insufficiency with regard to spiritual things, and can only rest upon such
a promise as this: "He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have
no might He increaseth strength"? Verily we are among the "nomight" ones, and can only cling to Him who is mighty-yea, almightya precious Christ.
" His love in times past forbids me -to think
He'll leave me at last in sorrow to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review
Confirms His good. pleasure to bring me safe through."
Again, as well as being" kept clinging," can we not say we are
KEPT CRYING STILI,?

The eye of faith is upon the throne of grace. Sweet spot for the burdene d
soul! hallowed halting-ground! there is nothing on earth like it. We
have not to make a pilgrimage to it; nay, sometimes we get there in a
moment, and in a moment our cares are gone. Would that we did not
take them up again; but we do, and this is our folly. But what weary
one has not felt again and again that in the body he has been in the
midst of life's engagements, neck-deep it may be, and yet in spirit he has
been at the throne of grace, seeing" Him who is invisible" in body in an
unholy land indeed, but in spirit in the holy land afthought and communion
with God? Sweet spot this-the throne of grace! eye cannot see it, yet
faith beholds it, and the Spirit of God draws to it. It is the believer's
dressing and undressing-room, his resting-place, his oasis in the wilderness, his soul's green spot; and we may recollect 'tis the prelude of a
brighter, even" the throne of glory;" for "the Lord God is a Sun and
Shield: He will give grace and glory." Go, then, fellow-Christians, to the
throne; tell Jesus your all" The heart's unspoken pain He knows;
Thy secret sighs He hears full well.
What to none else thou dost disclose
To Him thou may'st with boldness tell.
He is not far away, but ever nigh,
And answereth willingly the poor saint's cry."
The believer on the Lord Jesus Christ, then, is kept crying: as we once
heard a minister of the Gospel repeat: "Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God's elect," and then put the inquiry, "Who are they, Lord?"
answering in the language of the passage, " That cry day and n(!Jht unto me."
Are you a crying one, reader? Then you give evidence of being one of
God's elect, a child in His family who has learnt continually to be putting
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up your wants to your heavenly Father.
crying, are we not

And, then, beloved, as well as

KEPT CONFESSING STILL?

Ah, it is no slight mercy that we can approach God not as culprits, but as
chilcliren. If we can be bro'ught to believe from past experience and
unmistakable. evidences that Christ is ours and we are His, then are we
assured from God's word that" There is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus j" therefore, by a scriptural deduction, we
stand in Christ in the position of children accepted in the Beloved. Now,
as children in all weakness and folly, we are constantly erring j therefore,
morning by morning, and evening by evening, we must daily approach our
Father with confession on account of sin. To confess to a fellow-creature is
a great absurdity; he cannot help us. We might just as well confess to an
idol of wood or stone; and we know this is no good, as the prophet Jeremiah
strikingly tells us, "They are upright as the palm-tree, but speak not:
they mu~t needs be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them;
for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good. Forasmuch
as there is none like unto Thee, 0 Lord; Thou art gTeat, and Thy name is
great in might." Our confession, then, must be to the Lord; and a blessed
relief too, seeing that we "have an High Priest who ever liveth to make
intercession for us," and that we can approach our God as children and not
as culprits.
Again, are we not, dear reader, in the midst of all,
KEPT LONGING STILL?

Possibly no language can better describe our frequent experience than
tLat in the Canticles, "I sleep, but my heart waketh." There are a variety
of circumstances ever surrounding the Christian that will bring him into
the condition of a sleep. For instance, the cares of life. Oh, how a9sorbilJg! The day passed in worldly thoughts and engagements, and evening
comes again, bringing us to the exclawation, " Can it be possible that
twenty-four hours more have rolled away? Verily, with regard to things
of eternity, I sleep-active enough in life duties, and perfectly consistent
too." One must, especially in the present day, be diligent in business, or
one's business will soon be found in other hands; but it is the engros~ing
character of it that often troubles the child of God, and he wishes he
could live more like an heir of glory. And yet, beloved, we can tell you
one secret, namely, that it is not freedom from worldly care that brings into
soul-prospM'ity. We are obliged to repeat that which we have experienced,
namely, that the most precious moments we have enjoyed with Jesus have
been when we have stood in our lot in life, carrying out the duties that
are connected therewith.
Other circumstances also will bring us into a sleepy and indifferent
state with regard to the things of eternity; as, for instanceGiving way to the spirit of the world. - " Ye cannot serve God and
mammon." Ye cannot enter into the society of the ungodly, or learn
their ways, without becOlning tainted with their ungodliness and succumbing to a shyness and distance from Jesus. Again, anything like
slighting God's word will bring into a sleepy condition. There is a growing
temptation to the child of God to be carried away by the many books of
the present day, to the neglect of meditation upon the word. This is an
evil, and we find it well to determine to push everything else aside for a
M M
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daily meditation upon some precious chapter of the Bible. Without this
we get barren and unfruitful.
Now, as effect is always traceable to cause, is there not a cause then,
beloved, for this weariness of soul? Let us examine our souls concerning
it, and, searching out the besetting sin, lay it bare before the Lord,
asking Jesus to cleanse and purify our souls by His most precious blood;
for this sleepy and indifferent state is wretched and unbecoming. Now,
while this is our state of experience, yet the Lord knows we can say, " My
heart waketh." Blessed be His name, the sleep is not the sleep of sin;
it is a drowsiness, the result of existing circumstances in connexion with
the flesh, which is weak; but the spirit is still willing, and the heart still
panting, and the eye of faith still longing for another glimpse of Jesus.
" Yet will I look again towards Thy holy temple," says the seeking soul.
\\T e cannot be satisfied with anything else but Jesus; and this is a
blessed test of regeneration and relationship to Him. And, if we have
not enjoyed nearness to Him for some time, the soul is ill at ease and
restless. It is like the loving wife, longing for her absent husband's
return. The time approaches when she expects him, and she fidgets
from room to room; now arranging this and then the other for his COl'lfort. Her ears are open for the well-known footstep, and she is on the
alert for his approach. Why all this? Because she loves him. It is
just so with the Ohristian: kept on the alert for Jesus, because love is
in the heart; and a home is not a home without Him, pleasure is not
complete when He is away. "I sleep, but my heart waketh: my couch
is witness to my uneasiness without my Best-beloved. Let Him be by
my side, and all fears are removed, and I enjoy a solace nothing else can
produce.
Thus are we kept longing still. Some, it is true, seem to enjoy uninterrupted calmness and felicity in divine things, and know little of depression
of spirits or mourning by the way. "VeIl, we are not all constituted alike;
there are some Ohristians who, from the enjoyment of a considerable
amount of the blessing of health, are enabled to sustain great cheerfulness of spirits, and a constant liveliness in divine things. But this, we .
believe, is the exception; for the most part, affliction of some kind or
another weighs heavy, and will tell upon the spirits; but the ·\Vord of
God encouragingly assures us that every mystical member is necessary to
the perfecting of the body of Ohrist. Nay, much more, those membel s of
the body which seem to be MORE FEEBLE are necessary (1 Oor. xii. 22).
A golden chapter this for one who is feeling his or her weakness and
nothingness before God.
And then again, beloved, whatever may be our weakness and deadness
to the things of eternity, yet are we not
KEPT WRESTLING STILL?

Yes, how one can enter into the feelings of good old Jacob, when, in
the hour of deep trial and distress, he appealed to the Lord, and said, "0
God of my father Abraham, and God of my father Isaac: I am not worthy
of the least of all the mercies, and of all the truth, which Thou hast shewed
unto Thy servant. [Precious humility!J Yet deliver me, I pray Thee.
Thou saidst, I will surely do thee good; fulfil now Thy covenant rromise."
(Precious wrestling this!) "I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me."
All Jacob's seed will be wTestlers. Now, dear reader, is there not often
a secret wrestling with God when uo eye sees you but His? You can say
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but little to your fellow-man about the things of eternity, but in the silence
of your own thoughts you are most anxious to be right for an eternal
world. Such anxiety is, we believe, genuine, and springs from the
quickening of the Holy Spirit. Be not discouraged if you cannot yet read
your title clear to mansions in the skies, but wrestle on. Be as importunate as J acob was, and say, "I will not let Thee go except Thou
bless me." Thy companion in such experience is the God-Man, and,
though He hide Himself and His name from you for a time, it is only to
test your faith, and magnify His own grace. He loves your wrestlings ;
then wrestle on.
And now, dear reader, do you understand the peculiar soul-experience
we have attempted to describe? or are you so flourishing, like the palm
tree, as that you cannot sympathise with us in our lamentation of leanness?
If this is your p;enial position we can only envy you your high attainments,
but we fear the majority of the Lord's family are too often feeling with
ourselves, that the chariot wheels drag heavily, the thick clay of the wilderness binds our feet to earth. The weights that so easily beset hinder
us iT]. the spiritual race: our advancement is slow; yet, though slow, blessed
be God, it is certain. We run in no doubtful race; the prize is ahead;
the conqueror's crown is already in store; the inheritance is prepared, or
we should never obtain it. "Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall goive me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them alw that love His appearing-." Sweet prospect! blissful climax of the cross-bearing career! Well,
beloved, the Christian's life is a wonderful life. He walks in a secret
path way tbat the world knows nothing of; has temptations and trials
peculiar to his singular condition, and is throughout his pilgrimage kept
cling-ing, crying, confessing, longing, and wrestling. By these very means
shall the children of God grow, thongh they may think they grow not.
The promise holds good: "All thy children shall be taught of the Lord;
and great shall be the peace of thy children." Divine teaching may not come
just in the way that we imagine is best for us. But our Teacher is wiser
than we are, and will arrange the lessons that are best for us. One thought
more, namely,
WE ARE NEAlUNG STILL.

Etiery day brz'ngs us near'er eternz'ty.-What a dreadful contemplation for
the ungodly! He puts it away from him, often drowning it in drink, or
banishing the thought by rushing deeper into the gaieties of life; but
the Christian can face that awful word" eternity," and, as the days pass
one after another so rapidly, can calmly and trustfully think at their close,
"I am a day's march nearer home." Oh, how sweet amidst life's cares
to stop, and, gazing upwards to a Father's throne, think of one's final
destiny in the realms of bliss for ever with Jesus. How everything of
a terrene character sinks into very nothingness before the anticipation
of " the glory to be revealed."
" A few more rolling seas at most,
Will land us safe on Canaan's coast;
Where we shall sing the song of grace,
And see our glorious Hiding-place."

We are told that on the shores of the Adriatic sea the wives of the fishermen whose husbands have gone far off upon the deep are in the habit at
eventide of going down to the seashore and singing (as female voices only
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can) the first stanza of a beautiful hymn. Mter they,have sung it, they
listen till they hear borne by the wind across the sea the second stanza,
sung by their gallant husbands as they are tossed upon the waters, and
both are happy. May we in like manner catch the sound of the harpers
harping with their harps, who have crossed the sea of life, and are safely
housed in the realms of eternal peace. What must it be to be there,
beholding Jesus, and realizing in His prtsence fulness of bliss?
" 0 happy land, beyond those lovely hills,
Where fresh in joy are everlasting springs;
o holy paradise, above the heavens, .
Where we shall end our desert wanderings!"
In the prospect of it, fellow-pilgrim, go on clinging, go on crying, go
on confessing, go on longing, go on wrestling, till clinging gives place to
beholding, crying to singing, confessing to rejoicing-, longing to realizing,
wrestling to possessing, and nearing to landing safe on the shore of
Canaan's happy land.
May" the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be glory and dominion for ever
and ever. Amen."

G. C.

Ilforrl.
THE SAVIOUR 1
A MEDITATION 0)[ HEBREWS VII. 25.

PART 1.

THE Saviour! What a fount of holy gladness
Lies hidden, Lord, in that dear name of Thine!
Replenishing the soul bowed down in sadness
With ligbt, peace, strength, and confidence divine.
From all eternity tbe Father chose Thee,
His scattered children to unite in one (J obn xi. 52.) ;
Who through the wide creation can oppose Thee,
When the Omnipotent hath said, "It sball be done?"
The Father wills that all whom He hath given
Should rise and share the glories of Thy throne;
Can one of His loved children fail of heaven?
Can Satan snatch one jewel from Thy crown?
And where Thou dwellest in Thy radiant glory,
It is Thy will Thy" given ones" should dwell;
Can hell with all its legions triumph o'er Thee?
Or rob Thee of one soul Thou lov'st so well?
No-Son of God !-Thou art the sinner's Saviour !
The soul that's grasped by Thy Almighty hand
Is saved from wrath and curse-is saved for ever,
E'en while th' eternal throne of God doth stand.
Thine is no loving, true, but vccin endeavour
To perfect that for which Thy life was given;
Thou canst not fail nor be discolU'aged ever
Till all Thy blood-bought hosts are safe in heaven.
" Able to save" the soul upon Thee calling,
When fainting 'neath the burden and the strife;
" Able to save" the trembling feet from falling,
And keep them in the slippery paths of life.
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Aye! though Thy ransomed ones, to folly turning,
Have strayed far from Thee to the jaws of hell,
Thence Thou wilt pluck them-brands from out the burningAnd cleanse, clothe, crown-Thy saving power to tell.
PART

n.

Poor unbelieving,* tempest.tossed believer!
Oft trembling, oft dismayed by wild alarms;
Thou canst not sink-thou canst not perish-never!
Beneath thee are the everlasting arms.
Chosen in Christ before the worlds were founded,
Loved by thy God with" everlasting love,"
Ashamed thou never shalt be, nor confounded,
But" to the uttermost" His power shalt prove.
For never had a cry from thee ascended
To Him who hears the faintest breath of prayer,
Had not His Spirit first on thee descended,
Conquered thy heart, and fixed His dwelling there.
Soul that has fled to Jesus, cease thy sighing;
'Tis Christ within thee seeks the Christ above ;t
I t is His Spil'it with thy spirit crying
For clearer revelations of His love.
Thy Substitute, on Calvary's cross when dying,
Put away all thy sins for evermore;
And from that prison-tomb where He was lying
God raised thy Surety by His mighty power.
Then, doubting soul, behold in Jesus risen
The glorious proof that God is satisfied!
Thy debts are paid-Thy Surety freed from prisonJustice acquits-the Law is magnified.
And, though, perchance, dear soul, thou hast thy dwelling
In Achor's gloomy valley here below (Josh. vii. 26; Has. ii. 15);
Though from the fount of grief the tear-drops welling
Tell of the sorrows that thy heart o'erflowIt is "a door of hope" thy God hath given,
Where thou may'st sing of glory yet to come,
And catch sweet glimpses of thy future heaven,
Thy Fatherland, thine own Eternal home.
And this the burden of the song thou'rt singing,
" Salvation to the Lamb! and all of grace! He, by His power, His helpless child is bringing
Through countless foes, to see His blessed face.
Saved! saved through all temptations, 'Christ is able!'
Saved! through afflictions, trials, conflicts, fears!
Heaven shall ring back the echo, ' Christ is able,'
Throughout eternity's unnumhered years!"
Cling, then, to that blest name! 0 soul, keep clinging
When 'neath thy feet all other ground gives way:
Cling, and ere long His praise thou shalt be singing
In His dear presence through eternal day!
M. J. M.
[We are requested to state, t~at the above lines are published by "one
in reduced circumstances, with an aged mother to support." We shall
be glad if our readers will help her by sending for her leaflets, of which
we understand she has penned a variety. Price 6d. per dozen. Sold at
B. P. Shepherd's, 2, Mall Place, Clifton.-ED. J
• "An unbelieving believer."-Trail.

t Rutherford.
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cc The prea,cher sought to find out acceptable words."-EcCL. xii. 10.

MEDITATIONS IN A BUSH UMPIE.
IV.

By revelation we know that J ehovah created man, because it was the
good pleasure of His will that in Him the glory of His grace should be
praised, manifested in salvation and redemption; and that His mighty
power and manifold wisdom might be displayed in creation; the whole of
which subserves that purpose of bringing forth the offspring of Adam,
who shall be "the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty." Not only
does every created atom in its appointed place and time minister to the
forthcoming of the children of God, but the operations and developments
of nature shadow out some of the details of the work of grace. Of all the
natural acts whose spiritual indication is disclosed to us in the woru of
God, no one is more frequently referred to, or so much explained, as that
which teaches the rf\surrection of the body; that offshoot of the great
cardinal doctrine of the Ohristian religion, redemption, by which it is so
distinguished from every system of false religion. Philosophy admits
that the immortality of the soul can be reasonably inferred; but it is contrary to reason that the body should be raised again to partake of that
immortality. This knowledge is attained only by direct revelation from
God.
The revival of the corn and the unfolding of the stately tree from an
almost imperceptible seed are, we are taught, slight illustrations of both
the l'esurrection of the body, and also the relation which the raised body
will bear to this poor frame with which we are in this life burdened. The
firSt promulgation of this doctrine in the words" herb bearing seed after
its kind" is so dim, we should scarcely infer it was meant, were it not in
ages later written, "They shall revive as the corn, and grow as the vine;"
where the highest class of seed is taken to represent the children of God.
And again, centuries after, when our Lord Himself likened the kingdom
of heaven to a stately tree growing from one small seed, which we are
shown by that argument of the apostle (which, in English, loses somewhat of its force from the imperfection of the language with regard to
this word" seed," not distinguishing one from many) is intended to set
forth" the Seed of the woman" as the Source and Fountain of life, to the
whole family of God (as well as teaching, like the parable of the sower,
that the preached word ministers to that end); and the same in John xii. :
"Except a grain of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone:
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit." Moreover, in that chapter,
which arouses such memories in most of us who have committed the
mortal bodies of those dear to us to the earth or the sea, awaiting the
resurrection at the last day, there is significance in the words, "It may
chance of wheat, or some other grain," implying that the seed then sown
may be the most precious of all seed or any other: according as it is sown,
so shall it rise.
The length of time vitality may lay dormant in the seed also conveys
.its lesson. Wheat has been grown froIL. seed which had lain in company
with the dead full half the period man has existed on the earth. And
science inclines to the belief that the vegetation which spontaneously
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springs up on certain soils when brought to the surfaee is the bursting
into life of seeds which were buried ages before man was created.
There are other lines of doctrine running along the Scriptures which
speak of seed and corn; as, for,instance, the eternal purpose in Psalm
lxv., "Thou preparest corn for the people;" and in Psalm lxxii., "There
shall be a sheaf of corn in the earth." But the most prominent of them
is the "bruisin.1J of bread-corn." The meat-offering was not a Oain's
sacrifice of the fruits of the ground, but the corn was to be bvaten. The
Bread of Heaven was bruised for our iniquities. He laid down His life,
which could not be taken from Him, that we might revive together with
His dead body.
Lord, ever more give us this Bread, and nourish us unto eternal life.
Bulimba, Queensland.
T. W.
AN OLD-FASHIONED OHUROH.
" Is this the right way to the church ?" was the inquiry uf a stranger .to
a respectable middle-aged female. "Yes; I am going there, awl will
show you the way."
"Is the Gospel preached there?" "Oh, yes; a very good Gospel."
"That's a great mercy. The best blessing below the sky is to hear and
• receive the Gospel." "That it is," said the woman; "and next to it, is tu
feel, when you lie down in your bed at night, you have dune your duty tu
God and man."
"But no mortal being ever did that since Adam fell," replied the
stranger. "Ohrist said, out of the heart of man proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, thefts, every sort and kind of wickedness. That describes your heart and mine. Now, how is it possible we can do our duty
to God and man ?"
" But ,,13 must do our duty," said the woman.
"Yes, by all means let us do our duty, but that won't save us nor
satisfy us. Nothing will save us 1:01' rightly satisfy us but the Gospel,
which means goud news, that Ohrist Jesus, by His life and death and
resurrection, finished the work of salvation for sinners, who are taught
by the Spirit to feel their lost and guilty state before God."
" I am quite sure," said the woman, " we have a very good Gospel here
at any rate." "We shall soon know that," rejoined the stranger; "if
the preacher puts your duties first, and gives you anything to do towards
your salvation, he is no Gospel preacher, but a preacher of lies." We
entared the chm-ch and parted.
The prayers were respectably read, two old-fashioned psalms from Tate
and Brady sung-preferable to the poisonuus admixture in "Hymns
Ancient and Mudern," or even the adroit corruption of" 1'I1ercer's Hymnbook." The prayers over, the sermon began. The text was, "Master,
we have toiled all night, and have taken nothing. Nevertheless at 'I'hy
word we will let down the net. And when they had this done, they
enclosed a great number of fishes." The opening observation was
"Duties are ours, events are God's; and the summary of all true religion
we have given us in this Scripture, 'Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.''' He divided his text into three
simple points: the night of toil-the word of Ohrist-the blessed result.
Upon these divisions he made SOUle pretty and feeling remarks. "The
night of toil" fell in natm-ally with the experience of the congregation
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"born to trouble as the sparks fly upward." That touched some hearts,
. doubtless, and was set down in their judgment for religious feelings.
On "the word of Ohrist " some good and useful remarks were made, upon
the extension of ritualism, the general drifting of the masses, especially
the young, into the idolatry of externals; and the preparation of all this
was for the spread and rise of Popery through the length and breadth of
the land. But the preacher gave us a little idea of his views of the
Gospel, which was simply this: "that Ohrist died for the whole world,
therefore we were all in a salvable condition. It rested with them to
receive the offer of mercy, and then the blessed result would follow."
From how many pulpits, both in churches and chapels, no better Gospel
than this is sounded forth! It is a solemn thought, but our Lord, when
upon earth, sent His disciples wllither He Himself would eome, and He does
so now. The fewness of the shepherds prove the fewness of the sheep,
and the erroneous preaching of the day which is so popular only marks
the truth of that. word which says, "I have not sent these prophets, yet
they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied. They cause my
people to err by their lies and by their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor
commanded them: therefore they shall not profit this people at all." But,
blessed be God, there are a few faithful witnesses left in our day, though
they are but as gleaning grapes when the vintage is done. To them we
would address a brief' exhortation in two words-sincerity and simphcdy.
Don't let the fear of man prevail to hide the measure of' truth God has
revealed to you. The more offence it gives, the more important it is,
both to the Ohurch of God and to Satan's kingdom. The devil has no
enmity to a mixed Gospel and false doctrine, but, when God's truth is fully
proclaimed under the power of the Spirit, there the prince of darkness
knows destructive work is going on to his kingdom; and, when his influence is felt in the congregation, the preacher, if left to his carnal wisdom,
begins to soften down his doctrine. It must be nullified by a little dash .
of creature power, and plain statements that give offence must be kept
back. This pleases the people, and keeps them together, and this looks
like Gospel prosperity; but "the root is rottenness, and the blossom
dust." Preachers, be honest; be true to the measure of light God has
given you, whether men will hear or forbear. In this sense the ancient
aphorism is of value: "Duties are ours, events are God's."
But a brief word upon simplicity. How is it that parties who are most
indignant against ritualism yet are willing to adopt its Chl111ts, its externals, and, as far as propriety will admit, follow where it leads?
Is it to please the young of the congregation tliat ministers drop
into the fashion of ritualism in what is called harmless novelties? Away
with them! these are the steps that lead the young on to popery.
Ministers of the Gospel, in a day like the present, should study simplicity,
if we may be allowed the word in such connexion. If men who stand up
and protest against ritualism are sinceri" their sincerity must be judged
by. their simplicity. We want in our. day some of the old Puritan
s(;hool, who will revive a "bald" worship, as it is profanely called, and act
out, in whatever denomination their lot be cast, our Lord's definition
of Gospel worship: "God is a Spirit, and they that worship Him must
worship Him in spirit and in truth."
The wheat and the chaff may both grow together, but they shall not
both lie together.
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PAST MERCIES.

(Continued from page 30.5.) :

MORE than twelve months before I was turned out of my office as Scripture reader (an office I held nearly eleven years), I received from the
Lord what I believed to be a call to preach the Gospel. It was given in
the following way: Mter returning to rest on the night of January 22,
1864, I lay for awhile meditating on the 22nd of Genesis, respecting
Abraham's offering up his son Isaac. The subject seemed opened to my
mind in a way that I never saw it before; and it was attended with such
a softening of heart which led me to feel as nothing before God. Ju;;t
upon it the Saviour's promise came very sweetly to my mind, namely, "I
will manifest myself to him." This came with such power as to humble
and crumble me in the dust of self-abasement. My soul lingered upon it
for some time, like a bee when sucking honey out of a flower. I could
not help shedding tears. There was a solemn feeling realized in my soul
from what I believe to have been the spiritual manifestation of Ohrist
unto me. While under the influence of this serious and refreshing manifestation of Ohrist, the following words were brought very forcibly to my
mind, "Go thou, and preach the GospeL" I instantly responded, "Where,
Lord?" The answer was, " I will show thee." I little knew at this time
what was going to take place, what storms the Lord was about to bring
me through, and the way He was going to lead me, in order to open a way
for me to proclaim His Gospel in a more public way than I had hitherto
done. Truly," He brings the blind by a way that they knew not." Soon
aftcr this took place-this manifestation from the Lord, &c.-my dissatisfaction with the free-will preaching I sometimes heard increased, causing
me to feel constrained to abstain from going to any of the churches and
chapels in my district. I felt I could not, after the Lord had taught me
His precious truth, knowingly countenance error any longer without
offending Him who had graciously revealed His truth to my soul. Hearing of a place at T - - where the truth was occasionally proclaimed
by the minister who supplied there, I was led to go there. It being ten
miles to go to a dear D.'iend from B--, Mr. D. L - - used kindly to
bring his conveyance to within about three miles of D-- to meet me
and brother W--, a dear friend living then at 0--, near W--. He
also brought us back to the same place in the evening. The Lord reward
him a hundredfold for his great kindness to two poor outcasts! The
officials of the society of which I was then an agent, hearing I did not go
to any of the places of worship in my district on the Lord's-day, sent to
inquire where I attended on Sundays. How often I went to T--?
Why I went there? What I did there? If a church was formed, .and
the ordinances administered? Who administered the ordinances? What
part of T - - the meeting was held in? If the room where the meeting
was held was licensed? How many members there were connected with
the church, and who the minister was? This was the first catechising I
had about going out of my district to T - - on a Lord's-day to a place of
worship. The Rev. J. G--, Independent minister of W--, one of
the secretaries of the society (since dead), chiefly instigated these proceed-
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ings against me, and tried to have me turned out for violating the rule
on preaching. No other charge could be' brought against me by my bitterest opponents. There was, I believe, a difficulty in deciding I had
broken the rule. I fear that the charge of preaching was only used as an
excuse, the real reason being hatred to the discriminating doctrines of
grace which I could not refrain from teaching. Had I gone to any place
at '1'-- where free-will was preached, or where people, in effect, were
told they could do something to help the Saviour to save them, would
these questions have been asked me? I verily believe not. Then why
all those signs of uneasiness about my going' there? There is such a
thing existing as dislike to the whole truth of God. What I was led to
do displeased man, even some for whom I had respect; but I felt I had a
good conscience in what I did. It is a mercy to have a good conscience
in such matters, and in all other things. I was cautioned by a man
(Mr. D--, of W--) that if I pursued such a line of conduct as I had
spoken of to him, I should by so doing stir up a hornets' nest. Puor
man, I found his words came true. There was soon a hornets' nest stirred
up, and a rather large swarm of them, too, some of them possessing quite
formidable stings. Among them were profane persons as well as professors; but what I had to endure from the former was not so trying as
that which I suffered from the latter. Frowns were brought down upon me
in consequence of coming out from the Independents. I once heard a good
man say, "The Lord's people were not independents, but dependents."
How true this is! One person in particular that had a terrilJle sting, ar.d
a disposition to use it against my teaching, was a Wesleyan minister, the
Rev. E. T--. Meeting me one afternoon in D--, he came up to me,
looking very seriously, and said he had heard that I taught the doctrine
of absolute predestination, and asl~ed if such was the case. I answered,
" Yes." He then went on to say that I was not sent to teach that, and
uttered a threat to the effect that he would inform my employers of my
conduct if I persisted in teaching what was so objectionable to him-absolute predestination. I replied, "I was sent to read and teach the truths
. of the Bible, and that predestination was one of the truths taught in it."
He further remarked it was not in an isolated place or two where I had
taught it, but that it was all over the town. I replied, "I was very glad
to hear it." By this time he was quite warm, and commenced getting his
sting ready. Poor man, while in great warmth of temper (good Ijord,
ever keep me from such a temper!) he said, " The elect might be damned."
He then took out a Testament to prove the awful falsehood he had spoken.
To confirm by God's truth his untruth, he read in the street this text,
"Make your calling and election sure." So, according to the statement
of this poor deluded man, this precious truth proves that God's eled
might be damned. It is enough to make one tremble for such men, who,
calling themselves the ministers of Christ, can make such a perversion of
His holy word. Of course this man's teaching was very popular at D--;
yes, so much so, that hundreds of pounds were collected to build a nAW
chapel where he, with others, might proclaim doctrines at variance with
"the Gospel of the grace of God." If the Lord had not armed me with
His armour I should, I fear, have been stung to death by the nest of
hornets. One seemed to enrage another against me. "Having, however, obtained help of the Lord, I continue unto this day." At this time
I had a heavy cross to carry. According to my natural feelings I did not
want to make myself enemies, or to do anything to excite ill-will in any
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one, or in any way to do them harm. I lmow from experience that tlle
Holy Spirit can enable a poor sinner to act contrary to his own natural
feelings, and prompt him to act and speak so as to incur the displeasure of
those he does not wish to offend. Some persons make enemies by speaking the truth: others make friends by speaking untruth. It is better to
make an enemy by speaking the truth than to make a friend by tolling a
lie. John Baptist made an enemy by speaking the truth when he said to
Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have her." So did Micaiah the
prophet, of whom Ahab said, "I hate him," &c.
Long, grave, and significant looks were cast upon me by the poor Arminians -unmistakable signs of aversion, both from lovers of ungodliness as
well as from those who profess to hate it-because I felt compelled to
teach the holy doctrines of distinguishing grace. So what with these
and other like things, with my own evil heart, a tempting devil, and
many fears, I was at times very near at my wits' end; but the Lord did
not fail me nor forsake me, bless His dear name! At times I felt in the
midst of it a degt'ee of spiritual joy which a stranger to such trials knows
but little of. 'The Lord was pleased to raise me up in the neighbourhood
two real friends, who stood by me through it all, Mr. A. B - - and Mr.
J. W--, both of whom have been called to suffer for the sake of Christ
and His precious truth. One of these followers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Mr. B--, when in an ill state of health, was turned out of his home by
his father; and, when asked the reason why he thus acted, he replied,
"Because of thy damnation religion." This will show the evil spirit
existing at D-- about the time of my expulsion. Some may think that
one tUl'J1ed out of his home under such circumstances would be but a poor
companion fvr a man in tl'ouble;, but I did not think nor feel so. We
could eompare notes together, sympathize and feel for one another; and
in the midst have fellowship together. 'Through the grace of God we still
remain in union, and hope to do so throughout eternity. Friendships
are often brought about and unions formed in remarkable ways, especially in times of trouble, when they are frequently the most genuine and
lasting, as in the caSA of Ruth and N aomi. The latter was in great
trouule when Ruth said, "In treat me not to leave thee, or to retnrn from
following thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where th()u lodgest
I will lod~e: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God."
Orpah wept and kissed her mother-in-law, then left her; "but Ruth clave
unto her. In Orpah's case it was loving anrlleaving ;" in Ruth's case it
was loving and cleaving: the one a natural love, the other a spiritual.
I fel t persuaded in my own mind that the result of what was going on
would be that I should lose my situation; and so it came to pass. One
reason given why I was expelled from my office was, because, "The denomination with which I was connected were exclusive in their views, and,
consequently, not in accordance with those of the society (which were
comprehensive), it would be better I should retire." Poor men! Are
they afraid to trust God with His own truth, or to keep in their employ
any {Jne who will teach the whole truth as it is in Jesus? Does it not show
that free-will is what they will sanction and support; that the holy truths
which refer to sovereign election before all worlds, predestination, particular redemption, man's complete ruin by the Adam fall, the certain
salvation of all those given by the Father to His dear Son, and redeemed
by Him from all iniquity, as well as the effectual calling of the election of
grace, are blessed truths, the proclamation of which by their agents they
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do not approve of? Is this not clear from the fact that nearly all in their
employ have the same aversion to God's truth as they themselves, being
lo,::ers of free-will, error, and haters of free-grace truth?
After receiving my dismissal in April, 1865, some persons wanted to
know. what I was going to do. At times I could hardly tell them. True,
I thought about going into business, but nothing of the sort was open to
me; and often when I thought of it the words would come to my mind,
" It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables."
When fears ran high as to outward circumstances, the Lord many times
very graciously put the question to me, "Lacked ye anything?" and as
often as He did so I was constrained in reply to say, "No, Lord." Oh,
what grace a poor sinner needs to watch, wait, and look out for the Lord's
appearing! At this time Mr. L--, of D--, was very kind to me.
Knowing my salary was stopped, owing to being out of my situation, he
very kindly told me if I wanted a sovereign to come down to his shop and
I should have one; adding, I was not to be afraid or ashamed to do so.
I felt his kindness and thanked him for it, although I was never so hard
driven as to need to go for the sovereign.
F. F.
Tetbury.
(To be continued.)

A WORD FOR THE WEARY.
" These th£ngs I have spoken unto you, that £n me ye ?nz/;ht have peaee. In tlte
VJorld ye shall have tr£bulat£on: but be of good eheer; I have overcome the
VJorld."-l JOHN xvi. 33.
" BE of good cheer!" Will not this encourage thee, poor weary one? The

Lord telleth thee in this twofold promise that this tribulation of thine, Le
it what it may, that causes thee such weariness, has connected with it a
glorious accompaniment, peaee, to raise thee above the trying, perplexing
exercise. "Be of good cheer! " Not that any affiiction "for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby." Thou canst only say, on looking back upon" the good way by
which the Lord thy God hath led thee," that it was a right way; it has
been in the way of the footsteps of the flock, and, although thou mayest
oft take to thyself shame, and blush before the Lord, yet, unseen to mortal
eye, when remembering how thine eye has been turned from" the Oaptain
of your salvation," yet thy Jesus still bears with thee; He has been a
"very present help in every time of need." Be of good cheer, then, since
"sovereign grace o'er sin abounding," sweetly constrains thy soul in joyfully uniting with the hallelujah chorus which "ransomed souls the
tidings swell." "Yes," saith the weary one,
"With all tbe saints I'll join to tell,
My Jesus hath done all things well."
"Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning."
Thy dear Lord trod the vale of weariness alone, yet not alone (see
John xiv. 10, 11; also PJlil. xi. 5-11). Be ~f good cheer, then, it was
all for thee that Jesus ever did the will of Him that sent Him. He
wrought out, in obedience to the divine will, in the strength of God, a
11erfect righteousness, a sufficient atonement for all thy sin; a true peaee,
far, far above, and suited to all thy need in all thy tribulation. Look at
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His sorrowin~, suffering, enduring for thee. Look to thy Jesus! He is
thy peace. He will make all grace to abound. He bids thee be of good
cheer. He is thy Lord! TRUST HIM. He is thy Guide! follow Him. He
gives His word, may the Spirit of truth enable you to believe Hi'm. This
" light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory; while we look not at the things
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal."
13e ~f good oheer, then, thy cares and crosses prepare thee for His allsufficiency and fulness; "He that hath begun the good work in yoil will
perfect it until the day of the Lord." The heart of Jesus is towards thee;
trusting Him, thou shalt be more than conqueror; thy promised tribulation as well as thy promised peace may well cheer thee in the midst of thy
weariness. Yet a little while! Does not the kind admonition (Mark
xiv. 27), connected, as it is with verse 28, "Watch, and pray," convey a
twofold word for thee, thou weary one? Go in the strength of the Lord,
" watch, and pray;" be of good oheer, thy Jesus is nigh. He knows thy
need, thy weariness, and will to every watching, praying child of His
give the promised peace, and thou shalt praise Him whilst journeying on
with pilgrim weariness.
"None from His strong hand can pluck you,
His Almighty arm protects you,
Loving once, He ever loves you,
Oh, how He loves!"
,A PHILIPPIAN.
SCRIPTURE MEDITATIONS.
" The watchmen that go about the city found me, to whom I said, Saw ye Him
whom my soul loveth?" SONG iii. 3.
THE Church of Christ is here seeking her loved and loving Lord, but He
is hidden for the time from faith's apprehension of Him in His manifestation to the soul. She asks those whom she supposes should have some
knowledge of Him-the watchmen-if they have seen Him, but there is
no response. Where does she seek Him? "In the streets and in the
broad ways." But no, he is not to be found there. Why? Because
she is wandering farther from Him, and looking to man, dumb watchmen, for help, forgetting His own words, "Cease ye from man, whose
breath is in his nostrils." It is the Holy Spirit who breathed into her
this desire after Christ, and it is the Holy Spirit alone who can lead her to
Christ. These watchmen are such as are described in Isaiah Ivii. 10, as
" blind; they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark;
sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber," &c.; and in the next verse
designated, "shepherds that cannot understand." How, then, should
they be able to teach the poor wandering spouse where to find her
Beloved? The writer was once listening to a minister endeavouring to
describe to his hearers what it was to be "in Christ Jesus," but, though
he laboured hard, he left it miserably unsatisfactory.
These watchmen were not only dumb as regards the interrogatory
"Saw ye Him?" &c., they also brought the poor spouse to grief and
shame, as in chapter v. 7: "The watchmen that went about the city
found me, they smote me, they wounded me, the keepers of the walls
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took away my veil from me." Alas, they were only keepers of the walls,
not keepers of the vineyard; they were like many in these days, lookingafter outside matters, and, instead of feeding the flock, they smite and
wound it. When the soul has been taught the lesson referred to above,
" It was but a little that I passed from them, but I found Him whom my
soulloveth." She has ceased to apply to the creature, and has found that
her "help cometh from the Lord who made heaven and earth." But, to drop
for a moment the metaphor of the sponse, and come to individual believers.
Sometimes in this seeking state the poor soul runs distractedly to her fellowdisciples, exclaiming, "I charge you, 0 daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my
Beloved, that ye tell Him that I am sick at' love i" but only to get taunted
and buffeted with, "What is thy Beloved more than another beloved,
that thou dost so charge us ?" This excites her to describe His perfections. " My Beloved is white and ruddy, thll chiefest among ten thousand." White and ruddy! His spotless righteousness, His precious
blood, have made Him most dear, and the renewed soul, in the ardour of
first love, wonders all do not love Him too. But He is still trying the
strength of her love by hiding Himself from her view, which causes the
reiterated question from her compeers, "Whither is thy Beloved turned
aside, that we may seek Him with thee?" At last she finds Him where
He ever loves to dwell, in the bosom of His Church. "My beloved is
gone down into His garden, to the beds of spices, and to gather lilies."
Then witness the joy and assurance of her heart in His manifested presence. "I am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine. He feedeth
among the lilies." Christ then-O marvellous love and condescension!
-proceeds to dilate on the comeliness which He alone sees in the poor
spouse, and amongst the rest "how beautiful are thy feet with shoes,
o prince's daughter I" Yes, she stands in His righteousness perfect and
complete, and these shoes enable her to walk in straight paths, even in
paths of peace. "Having your feet shod with the preparation of the
Gospel of peace i" and to those who faithfully proclaim the Gospel it may
be said, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a
highway for our God." "How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth
good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith. Unto Zion,
Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen shall lift up the voice; with the
voice together shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye, when the
Lord shall bring again Zion " (Isaiah lii. 7, 8). Thus does the heavenly
Bridegroom recover and restore His spouse when she wanders from Him,
and with j ay and gratitude she sings, "He restoreth my soul; He leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake, and thus are
Christ's words fulfilled, "My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and
they follow me."
A LITTLE ONE.
Manchester.
When the Spirit of grace has for a season withdrawn His powerful influence, then is the time for the arch enemy of the soul to shoot all his
fiery darts to the destruction of the peace of the believer's mind, and to
the separating him from the enjoyment of the love of God, until the time
that the word of the Lord comes for his peace and deliverance.
Notional knowledge, it makes a man's head giddy, but it will never
make a man's heart holy.
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THE OHUROH DESORIBED.
IN 1 Peter ii. 9, we have these remarkable words, "But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should show forth the praises of Him who has called you out of darkness
into His marvellous light." And now, in attempting to open tbis passage,
I will raise this question, Of whom does the apostle here speak? Who
are the people brought before us? In a word, then, we may answer, The
Church of God in Christ, and the Church of Christ in God, the whole elect
family. This is called a general epistle, because it is addressed to the
saints of God, whether Jew or Gentile-believers, called by grace, who
on the persecutions of Saul were driven from their homes and families
and were scattered abroad. But they were beloved of God, they were
dear to Jesus, and, though persecuted, afflicted, and tormented, were under
the covenant care of a covenant God. "A chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people: which in times past were
not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained
mercy, but now have obtained mercy." These are the people, then, of
whom the apostle speaks. But further, in pursuing this subject, I
would raise three leading questions.
.
1. What they are? And this is four-fold, as you read-they are a
" chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people."
H. Why they are so favoured? That they might show forth the
praises of Him who hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous
light.
HI. How all this is accomplished? They were called by sovereign grace
out of darkness into light, and manifested as the elect of God, and the
subjects of Divine grace.
I. What they are? Here we have a four-fold description of the
Church of Go d. First, a chosen generation. A generation signifies, in
Scripture, a family, as you have it in Psalm xxii. 30, "A seed shall serve
Him; it shall be counted unto the Lord for a generation." And if you
come down to apostolic days, you read in Eph. iii. 14, 15, "For this
cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom
he whole family in heaven and earth is named." Now Arminians tell
us all the human race are God's family, and all are given some light and
offered salvation; but the Word tells us God has an elect people in the
world, and these He is pleased to call His family; the generations that
shall serve Him, these are His by covenant relationship, as you read in
Heb. ii. 12, "I will declare Thy name unto my brethren,"-the seed,
the generation, the family of God. But what is it, say you, to have the
name; declared? It is to tell you that you belong to the family, that
you are a child of God; it is to receive the spirit of adoption whereby
you shall be able to cry, Abba, Father. All the brethren must know the
name; all must be brought to His feet; all must be called by grace to see
and hate vile self, and love a precious Christ; all shall sooner or later
receive the spirit of adoption and cry, Abba, Father.
Butwehave a second description of the Church of God as a royalpriesthood.
Under the Jewish economy, the kingship and priesthood were kept separate.
They were only united in one instance-Melchizedec. Now the distinctive character of the priesthood was, that it had to do with the sacrifices. Thence the people of God are called priests, because they, too,
have to do with the Eacrifices, the blood of J eSllS Christ, that cleanseth
NN
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from all sin, for it is written, "Ohrist our Passover is sacrificed for us,
. theref(}l'e let us keep the feast;" and by that sacrifice we approach God,
and to receive Ohrist into the heart is to keep the feast, and so to be
identified as a priest, and to enter into that which the typical priest set
forth. But it is said here the Ohurch is a royal priesthood. They are
kings as well as priests. The Ohurch of God in Rev. i., says, "Who
hath made us unto our God kings and priests." Ah, those kings! you
will say-small territory to reign over. But what is the reign? It is the
reign of grace, as we read, "Grace shall reign through righteousness
unto eternal life." Now grace has its opposers, its rebels, its revolutions,
so that at times appearances would make us think grace must be dethroned. And the reason of this is internal commotion, the enemy
within. No wars are so desolating to a country as civil wars, and tho
conflict that shakes the throne of grace most is the evil within, the
enemy in the breast. But grace reigns through righteousness unto
eternal life. Hence these shakings are but temporary, though terrible,
while they last; for they threaten to uproot the reign of grace. Oh, say
you, these inward wars are indeed the worst; the enemy within plagues
me every day, every hour. But grace shall reign, blessed be God, and
go out victor at the last. Oonflict we must expect-crosses, disquietude,
fears, falls; but all this teaches us the nature of sin. If you do not
know something of this plague of heart, of these civil wars, of these
shakings and internal commotions, depend upon it the foundation is not
laid within. If you know nothing feelingly of sin, you know nothing of
the worth of a Saviour; if you are ignorant of the bitters, you can know
nothing of the blessings j but, notwithstanding all we feel and fear, "grace
shall reign through righteousness unto eternal life."
3. The Ohurch of God is callecl {In holy nation. Now, you will find a
passage in Deut. iv. 33, 34, wherein the Lord speaks of His Israel nationally, as a people peculiarly favoured above all other nations upon earth.
But Israel was a type of the Ohurch of God, and this description pointed
to the blessed realities wrought spiritually in and for the blood-bought
family, eternally elected in Ohrist Jesus, and who are called by grace to
know Him. Again, in Exodus xix. 5, 6, you have these words, "Now
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is
mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation."
But all this was typical of God's people; they are the nations which are
God's peculiar treasure, as you have it in Psalm xxxiii. 12, "Blessed is the
nation whose God is the Lord; and the people whom He hath ch'osen
for His own inheritance." Now, here we have the God of the nation,
and the nation's God declared. And carry this down to a Gospel day, for
in Matt. xxi. 43, our Lord says, "Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom
of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the
fruits thereof." God's Ohurch who are called by grace, begin then, and
never till then, to lay themselves out for the work of the Lord, and have
the desire put in their hearts to devote their all to His service, and so
they are a " holy nation" as separated unto God, as seen in Ohrist, and
comparatively holy in life and walk-sanctified by God the Father, and
sanctified in calling, and made like unto Him who hath called them out
of darkness into marvellous light-" a holy nation." But, if God hath
done all this for you, I know well it is your unholiness, your depmvity,
your vilo nature, that troubles you, and you conclude, from allyoll sce and
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feel, you cannot belong to that holy nation. God's sanctified people feel
their sin; the unsanctified never trouble about it. God's spiritual people
feel their carnality, their worldliness, their devilishness; they are plagued,
like Asaph, all the day long with these things, and this makes them creep
to the feet of Jesus with the cry, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner." They
must run to Him for help, for deliverance; and they can find it nowhere
else but in Jesus. But we have another term used here.
4 . .A peculiar people-which denotes the special actR of God for them
and in them, whereby they are marked out as a peculiar people. He has
shown you great and sore troubles, but he has quickened you again from
the depths of the earth. In all these dealings He has marked you out as
peculiar.
Again, He has pardoned some of you experimentally, sensibly. In this
He has marked out His special and peculiar love. Others of you are
waiting for that blessed time when He will break in upon your soul, and
say, "I have blotted out as a cloud thy transgressions, as a thick cloud
thy sins," and you have blessed God fq,r the peculiar mercies which have led
you so far and brought you to this point, to desire above all things a revelation of Ohrist, which, if the Lord had not given, you never would have
felt. Bless God if you know anything of His power, though it may have
reached no fill'ther than conviction of sin. "Vhy, this is a mercy, for it is
God's beginning in the soul. You know once yOill' were ignorant of your
state, and cared not about it. It was true concerning you, "0 Israel, thou
hast destroyed thyself!" Did God say, "Go and perish"? Oh, no! He
said, "In me is thy help found." Israel did everything to ruin himself j
he deserved damnation, like you; and so God made you creep into the dust
and cry to Him, "Lord save, or I perish." This belongs to a peculiar
people. But the marginal reading is a purchased people, a bought people;
and this redeemed, this purchased people, come at last to say with Job, "I
know that my Redeemer liveth."
That word purchclsed implies a purchase with pain, with labour. It
was the price of the blood of God. He gave Himself to deliver us from
sin, death, hell, and the grave. ATe you paid for? And, if paid for, do
you think God will lose you? No, not the least of His flock shall be
torn from His arms. "None is able to pluck them out of my hands,"
said Jesus. The Lord realize to you that you are of His purchased
people; and this will melt your heart in secret obedience and divine love,
and leave a blessed savour b3hind. Some people can talk very lightly
of the love of God. Why, it is tho hardest thing imaginable to believe
that a wrotch like you can be a partaker of the lava of God. And how, then,
are any savingly persuaded? Dya Divine power; by the shedding abroad of
the love of God ill the heart, and that love once tastedis for eternity. Nothing
can quench it-an inextinguishable love. In the believer it has its ebb
and 11ow, but as in God it is ever the same; and the comfort of saints
arises from this, "vVe have known and believed the love of God towards
us." This is the fOill'-fold description of the Ohurch of God. .
n. We come to inquire why they are so favoured, and why they have
these privileg-cs confelTed upon them? "To shew forth the praises of Him
who hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous light;" and no
man does this in his days of darkness and unregeneracy. Then he served
divers lusts and pleasures, the world, the flesh, and the devil; but the
time came when God sent forth His light and salvation, brought His
Gospel home with power, and then the subject of divine gTace begins to
N N
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shew forth the praises of God, who hath called out of darkness into marvellous light, and works the works of the new creature in him and teaches
him to live in holiness and righteousn6ss, not to the degree he desires, but
comparatively. He would live without sin, he would walk holily and Ullblameably, but a body of sin and death mars his peace, and often makes
him cry out, " Oh, wretch that I am!" But blessed be God for any knowledge of His great salvation, for the peculiar dealings of His grace, and
for the light of truth let into the soul, without which we should know
nothing and feel nothing. To show forth the praises of God is to be made
partakers offaith, whereby the soul receives Christ-trusts in Him, believes Him, and in this way shows forth His praise made manifest as the
"Eleet of God, holy and beloved." Such declare plainly, both by words
and ways, they seek a city. Now, as sure as ever these blessed truths get
into your hearts by Divine power, you will become just such a people as
are here described both as to privilege and evidence. But, alas! how
often the people of God run counter to their own mercies by evil-walking;
and what is the l'emedy? Oh, the love of Christ must constrain the heart
afresh. But when left ef God we see what the best of His children are,
and how soon they fall away from shewing forth " the praises of Him who
hath called them out of darkness into His marvellous light;" then we see
the power of corruption, the power of the devil, the power of sin. Now
this was always and at all times the state of some of you, but God made a
great change in you, dropped His love into your soul, won your heart, let
you into the secret, and put the desire into you, "to show forth the
praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous
light." But if God shoul d leave you, then your evils soon break out;
therefore, here is a prayer for you. " Hold Thou me up and I shall be
safe;" "Lord keep me." If partakers of grace you are called" to shew
forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into light,"
and because of all the evils you feel within, your cry may well be up unto
Him to keep you in His way.
But, lastly, we come to inquire, how is this brought' about? By
calling. Called out of darkness into marvellous light. Some of you
are in this darkness, still never called; others of you have been
called out of it; all God's elect people shall be called, hence how allimportant to be called by grace, "Ye see your calling," said the apostle
to the Corinthians. Now some of you have been called, have had this
marvellous light l'evealed to you. "Arise, shine, for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." This is true of all God's elect;
and this is effected by Divine power, and hence follows a calling out of the
ranks of the world,when God's regenerated people must leave what they once
loved, and turn their back upon all that they delighted in by nature. Do
you not see that your past life was altogether under the power and influence
of Satan? If you don't see this, you are under his powers still, carried
captive by him now; because the effect of calling is to show you the darkness you were in, while it makes you cast yourself upon Jesus for all, and
compels you to separate from an ungodly world, that is in darkness, anu
walk to the praise of Him who hath "called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light."
J. A. W.
Sin is never at a higher flood than when grace is at a low ebb.
We sail to glory, not in the salt sea of our tears, but in the red sea of
Christ's precious blood.
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THOUGHTS
SUGGESTED

BY SEEING

TIlE FOLLOWING PASSAGE
IlEAD OF A LIFE-BOAT.

OF

SCRIPTURE

AT

THE

"Lord, save us: we perisll."
WHAT a suitable passage to be not only on the boat, but On the heart of
each man when about to face the perils of the deep in the endeavour to
rescue perishing mortals !
"Lord, save !"-Yes, for the boat may be well manned, every effort put
forth, and all that moo. can do; yet without God's help, without His overruling providence, not one life will be saved.
So also with the soul of man. "Salvation is of the Lord" (Jonah ii.
9). A godly minister may preach the Gospel faithfully, may use every
means within his power to bring souls to hear the truth, yet God alone
can open the heart to receive the word spoken (Acts xvi. 14).
But what a blow to the pride of man to be tolcl that he has no power of
"himself to turn to faith and calling upon God, no power to do anything
I leasant and acceptable to God, without God's preventing grace." "That
ull are saved by grace, through faith; and that not of ourselves: it is the
gift of God" (Eph. ii. 8, 9). Yes, for the carnal mind to hear that sinful man must come before God like a poor beggar, and receive salvation
as a gift, renouncing all self-righteousness, and trusting only on Christ's
righteousness for eternal life ; that he eithel' turns away in a rage, or with
the determination" to continue in sin, that grace may abound." Tell the
unconverted to do something for salvation, he will listen, and may be led
to do many things-to punish the body with penance, to undertake painful
modes of self-torture. Yes, to give the fruit of his body for the sin of his
soul. But, when told that all cannot avail before God, that all his
"righteousnesses are as filthy rags," that" Christ must save, and Christ
alone," he cannot receive it. And why? Because Jesus came to seek
und to save the lost-the perishing; and, until a man is brought to know
he is lost and ruined, he will never come to the Saviour for life and salvation.
" Salvation is of the Lorc1."-Yes, "Paul may plant, and Apollos may
water; but it is God that giveth the increase" (1 Cor. iii. 6, 7). Some
professors of the Christian faith, though they admit (for, indeed, with the
Bible in our hand, none can deny) the sovereignty of God, and the freeness
of the grace of God, yet they think it has a tendency to check human effort
if it is all of grace; say they, God will convert when and how He pleases.
I would ask such to read Acts xxvii. It contains an account of a shipwreck God had told St. Paul that not one life should be lost (vel'. 22-25).
Yet, did St. Paul teach listlessness or inactivity? Nay, rather the
certainty of success was to stimulate exertion; for, when the sailors
were about to leave the ship, he said, "Except these abide in the ship"
(and use every effort), "ye cannot be saved" (vel'. 30, 31). So should
it be in all our efforts to bring the knowledge of salvation to lost soulsthose who know not God; for God has promised that in "due season we
shall reap, if we faint not." We are also commanded to " preach the Gospel
to every creature." " In the morning to sow our seed, and in the evening to withhold not our hand: for we know not whether prosper, either
this or that." Our children are to be brought up in the way they should
go j and passages of Scripture might be multiplied to prove that we are to
use means, leaving the result to God.
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"Save, Lord; we perish."
"It is finishe,d," cried the Saviour; "and He bowed His head and gave
up the ghost 1"
Yes, poor sinner, "what think ye of Ohrist?" He died unto sin once;
the atonement has been made; justice is satisfied; and, if the Holy Spirit
has convinced you of your lost condition by nature, and that you have no
power of yourself to help yourself, and are led to cry out of the depths of
your soul" vVhat must I do to be saved?" " Believe on the Lord Jesus
Ohrist, and thou shalt be saved." Ohrist is the life-boat to the perishing
soul. "I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life," saith He. There is no
condemnation to them that are in Him. Faith is the connecting link
between the sinner and the Saviour. And what is faith? A look. "Look
unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." "Looking unto
Jesus." Look to Him whom your sins have pierced. "Behold my hands
and my feet, and be not faithless, but believing." Yes, thou perishing
one, lay hold on eternal life. If a seeker, thou shalt find; if knocking at
the door of mercy, it shall be opened. Build your hope of salvation on
the blood and righteousness of the Redeemer, and you are saved.
" Not all the blood of beasts,
On Jewish altars slain,
Could give the guilty co~science peace,
Or wash away the stam.
"But Christ, the heavenly Lamb,
Takes all our sins away;
A sacrifi~e of nobler name,
And 1'1cher blood than they.
" My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of Thine,

While like a penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin.
" My soul looks back to see
The burden Thou didst bear
When hang>ing on th' accursed tree,
And hopes her guilt was there.
"Believing, we rejoice,
To see the curse remove;
We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice,
And sing His bleeding love."

HEART-WORKINGS.
(Continued from page 410.)

May 23. Many changes have passed through my soul this day.
Sometimes hoping, then desPflnding, then crying and praying to the Lord
to come and deliver my soul from all my sins and fears. Then a feeling
of disappointment because the Lord did not answer my prayers as I desired him. My hear felt i'eady to break, tears flowed from my eyes, and
cries went up from my heart to the Lord to appear for me, and again set
my captive soul free. I asked the Lord how it was He did not seem to
answer me, and bless me with a sense of His love and favour; whether it
was some idol sin which was in my heart that caused Him to hide His
face from me; and, if so, to be pleased to show it me and help me to forsake it. The enemy told me that God would not save me, but damn me.
Instantly the words came to my mind, "Hope thou in God, for I shaH yet
praise him." What! I said, yet after all this which I have felt within,
inward sins, inward struggles, and inward sorrows,'I yet praise Him?
This brought hope into mysoul, but not a full deliverance from all my
fears and anxieties about my standing before the Lord, as to whether I
was in the covenant, or was His child. It seemed to me to be so hard in
the Lord to refuse to answer my cries for mercy. While leaning on a gate
in the lane, I said to myself, "I seem to have all the marks of a repliobate
upon me, for they have fears and terrors, but no sweet relentings of soul,
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no brok nness of heart, no manifestation of the love of God in Ohrist!"
What snap nse my soul was in. I cried, "0 Lord; how long? Do come
now,
I'd j h Ip a poor, dying, Wl'etched sinner. Savo me from pitying
l1l
If, but help me to pray to Thee. Full de1iveranc , 0 Lord Jesus, I
w nt. I don't wish to have hard thoughts of Thee; but, Lord, what am I
to cl?
ask, but don't seem to have; I seek, but don't seem to find; I
k1l ), but the door don't seem to open. Hast Thou forgotten to be
gracious? Hast Thou in wrath shut up Thy tender mercies? Is
'1'hy mercy clean gone for ever? I don't wonder now at the Ps~\lmist
using these words j they suit the very feelings of my soul. Don't let me, 0
Lord, settle down on my lees. I have been trying to balance accounts
between my soul and the Lord. On the one hand I could say, I did not
feel the certainty of being in the covenant-that my sins were all pardoned-that I was a child of God-or that if I died I should be eternally
saved; upon these vital and eternal realities I did not feel certain of
my I ersonnl interest in them so as to completely satisfy my longing
B ul. Y t, on the other side-on the Lord's side-I dare not say His Holy
pirit never convinced me of sin, broke my heart, brought me to my
knees, led me to cry for mercy, revealed Jesus and His salvation to my
soul, and in many instances opened the word, applied the promises, and
watered my soul, so that I could say, " The Lord is my refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble." I feel how impossible it is in me to raise
up any living hope in the Lord, to produce the least grain of living faith
in the dear Saviour. Lord, if glory can be brought to Thy great name by
Thy free and Sovereign mercy being granted to my soul, do Thou be
pleased to satisfy misoul, for Ohrist's sake, with a sweet and blessed sense
of the same.
Then I am tried on the question of preaching, as to whether one so often
in such a low place, so often mourning and bemoaning himself, can possibly
bo called and sent of God to preach His holy Gospel. Then I ask the Lord
to open a way for me to get out of it, if His will and pleasure; and, if I
am in the wrong place, to cause that I may get some situation where I
may get an honest living by the sweat of my brow, feeling I would rather
this to be the case than that I should be the means of bringing the souls
of the Lord's redeemed family into bondage. Then a little bubbling up
will occur within, an opening of some text, and matter flowing into the
mind bearing on the text, which makes me feel a hope that the Lord after
all my felt unfitness intends me to speak in His holy name to poor sinners.
'1'lms matters go on, sometimes up, sometimes down, at one time up-set, at
another time set-up. Oh, thou Holy Spirit of truth, so teach, help, and
bless me that I may not be deceived by the father of lies. I would, thou
kl1owest, 0 Lord, rather be continually recked in my mind with the plague
of sin, be tried and tempted by the enemy, be brought down with heart
labour, than to be given up to believe a lie, or suffered to settle down in
a false peace.
]£ay 25.-Last night I was tempted to cmse God. Again, and again,
the words seemed forced into my mind, "Ourse God, curse God ;" and I
really felt as though I should do it, and if left to myself I fear I should
have done so. However, on the other hand, something seemed to say,
"Bless him, bless him." So for some time there was a contest going on
within, one saying, "Ourse God," another saying, "Bless Him"-as quick
as "Ourse God" came in, "Bless God" would instantly follow. There are,
I believe, two armies within me, each determined to fight. Oh, what will
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be the issue of the conflict! Something seems to whisper into my soul,
telling me the issue will be that I shall be enabled to say, "Thanks be to
God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ."
I rose this morning a mourner, not owing to outward circumstances,
but because I could not feel that nearness to the Lord, that sweet sensiblity of His soul-comforting presence, that assurance of His favour I
desired. In this state I knelt and tried to present a few words of prayer
in the Saviour's name. While so doing, the words came to my mind,
"God over all." Yes, I thought, over all devils, over all men, over all circumstances. The words seemed to beget faith in my soul in the greatness
of the Lord J esug Christ. I felt He was able to help a poor worm. The
words encouraged me, produced a little opening in the dark cloud, and
caused me to hope on.
In another part of the day I was crying to the Lord, but it seemed of
no use. Then these words came, "Pray without ceasing," "Pray and
not faint." I received help again from these words. So it is "here a little
and there a little." I hope they are real things, that they are of God,
then all will be well; if, however, they are only the workings of my natural
mind, all will end in smoke.
F. F.
Tetbury.
WATOHFULNESS.
Watch ye, stand fast in tlle faith, qud you like men, be st1"0119'"
1 OOR. xvi. 13.
WHAT is Ohristian watchfulness? It is that state of mind which is ever
alert against the inroads of enemies, both within and without, and which
may be defined by the world, the flesh, and the devil; the flesh, or our
own evil hearts, being perhaps the greatest foe of all. We have need
then to be constantly on our guard lest we be overcome.
How is watchfulness to be maintained? By Prayer. le ,Vatch unto
prayer" is the Divine injunction. "Watch and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation." This was our blessed Saviour's exhortation, knowing that
the flesh is indeed weak.
" Restraining prayer we cease to fight;
Prayer makes the Ohristian's armour bright;
.And Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees."
Why should we watch? Because the path of duty is ever the path of
safety, and assistance is not promised unless we watch as well as pray.
We are too apt to fall into the error that God will keep us without any
exertion on our own part. This leads to carelessness, and the result is we
soon fall into sin. It is most true that without Him we can do nothing;
but Ohrist also says, "Watch, therefore;" for "your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, goeth about seeking whom he may devour." We
should also watch, for we know not the day nor the hour when the eon
of Man cometh.
"Watch, 'tis your Lord's command,
For while we speak He's near;
Mark the first signal of His hand,
And ready all appear."
le

"And what I say unto you, I say unto all, WATCH."

W.
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A BRIEF SKETOH OF THE LATE REV. W. R. KRAUSE.
GOD'S ways are unsearchable: He takes up a useless worldling out of the
mass of his fellow-sinners, arrests him in his course towards "the lion's
den," and turns him suddenly into the footsteps of the flock. "It is not
in man that walketh to direct his steps;" and, when the Lord has some
great work to accomplish for His Ohurch, He often employs means the
least expected (Joshna vi. 4).
. About a century ago, there lived a rich and worldly woman who was
extremely anxious to see Garrick, the actor, perform before he retired from
the stage, and she prevailed on her husband to take her to London for
that purpose. They both went and saw the great actor. But during
their visit, the wife was told there was another individual, followed as
much as was Garrick, by a curious crowd every Sabbath-a man who set
forth strange doctrines! an enthusiast! a new light! a wonderful man!
So, attracted by everything new, the lady thought she would hear the one
as well as the other,-Romaine as well as Garrick; for the former it was
whose preaching drew such numbers to hear him. She was caught in the
Gospel net ; the message of salvation reached her soul, and she became a
new creature in Ohrist Jesus. Her husband had returned to Ireland,
when such strange tidings of his wife reac:4.ed him, that, thinking she was
gone mad, he went to London to fetch her home; but the good news
reached Mm also. At her request he went to hear Romaine, and the word
came to him in demonstration of the Spirit and of power. They returned
to Ireland, and the first act of the renewed man was to lay himself out~or
the Lord, and the Bethesda Ohapel was founded by him, which in due
course was to become the birthplace of so many souls,' and where the
candlestick of free grace shone brightly for many years,' as there the
Gospel gave no uncertain sound. On the night of the awful hurricane in
1839, Bethesda was burnt down, but speedily rebuilt for the late muchloved and honoured Mr. Krause, who for thirteen years proclaimed the
doctrines of sovereign grace from that favoured spot; and it may be grateful and refreshing to the memory of many of our readers, who must have
known ~nd loved this" Israelite indeed," to recall a few of the" simple
annals" of his life, before and after the work of the ministry to which he
was so especially called.
Mr. Krause, with one only sister, was brought by his parents, when a
child, from St. Oroix, in the West Indies, where he had been born.
Much grace appears to have been possessed by his father and mother, and
also his grandmother, whose memory made a deep impression on his
young mind. His mother died on their arrival in England, and William
was placed at school, both at Fulham and Richmond. By choice he
entered the army, and was at the Battle of Waterloo, in 1815, when
eighteen years old, and then it was an intimacy was formed between
himself and a brother officer, Oaptain Dyas-one of those links in the
chain of Divine providence from which so many spiritual blessings were
to proceed. To this friend, in 1821, after returning from visiting his
father at St. Oroix, he went on a visit to Kildare in Ireland, and Mr.
Krause was then, we are told, "a well-educated, fashionable, worldly·
man, untainted, indeed, by anything of positive infidelity, but a stranger
to serious religion, and in total ignorance of the distinctive doctrines of
the Gospel." Introduced at once into the society of not mere professors,
but believers sound in truth, it was a totally new scene into which the
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young officer now entered. The first Bethesda chapel was then occupied
by Mr. Mathias, who proclaimed there an nnconditional salvation, very
unpalatable to Mr. Krause; he had never heard the like, and desired to
put it far from him, but the Lord designed the contrary, and brought it very
near, and made those doctrines of grace quick and powerful to his soul,
even for the remainder of his earthly course. It was by the instrumentality of Miss Dyas, the elder sister of his friend, that his views now
passed through It thorough change. She gave him a Bible with copious
marginal references, and it was blest to his soul and became his constant
study, so that he could say with the prophet, "Thy ,~ords were found,
and I did eat them, and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
my heart." A serious illness at this period was another means of establishing him in the faith, and after his recovery a strong desire arose in
his heart to enter the ministry; it was doubtless created by Him whose
love now reigned in that heart, but it lay there ungratified for a long
period; fifteen years were to pass before the desire was accomplished, yet
he waited patiently the Lord's time, and his biographer (to whom we are
greatly indebted) tells us, "It was a preparatory period of wholesome
training, so that when, in the providence of God, he entered the ministry,
he did so as one fully equipped and thoroughly furnished for the work he
had to do-a WOl'kIIlan that needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth-a messenger of mercy ancl an instrument of blessing
to many souls, who will be found to be his joy and crown of rejoicing in
the presence of our Lord Jesus Ohrist at his coming."
At this period Miss Dyas writes: "Mr. Krause has commenced, at my
suggestion, a more regular plan of studying the Bible. He rises at six,
and has two hours' reading and prayer. In the middle of the day two
hours more are similarly occupied. In the evening he takes up lighter
reading, such as Serle's ' Ohurch of God,' or Booth's' Reign of Grace.' "
Our best lessons are got by heart in the school of affliction, and there
Mr. Krause was now to become a scholar, and he learnt his lessons from
his Divine Teacher in a pathway of tribulation. It was no common
sorrow through which he had now to pass. In 1823 he had married Miss
Ridgeway, a young lady of great grace, who in a year and a half after
her happy marriage was called to join her Heavenly Bridegroom. During
her illness of some months (ancl it was one of great suffering), Mrs.
Kranse was kept in peace and often rejoicing. Just before her death she
said, "Lord take me! Oh, take me! Oome, Lord Jesus!" And her
husband writes: "After this she remained with her eyes closed, breathing
in the most easy manner, as if falling asleep. She then suddenly opened
her eyes, and with a countenance expressive of joy, said hastily, 'CaU
everybody.' I asked her if she wished for anything. She repeated quickly,
, CaU eve?'ybody to me! Call aU the house, that I may magn{fy the Lord.'
These were the last words she spoke." Her death left a void which
another never filled. The Lord alone did that. Yet a blessing remained
behind in the little daughter who survived her mother, and who was to
become the future sunshine of his home, and at last soothe his dying
pillow. In 1824 Mr. Krause left Ireland, desirous of' entering the ministry,
but no door was opened for his ordination, and he remained studying f'0l:
some time at Wakefield with the Rev. T. Rogers. He had been appointed
to the curacy of ELvington, but tells us, "My papers have been objected
to- in consequence- of my having been so short a time in this diocese. Now
is the time to look into the heart. Disappointments often give us the
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clearest knowledge of ourselves and our motives. What has been my
chief end in this business? Have I been seeking the. Lord's glory or
only myself? If the Lord's glory, now is the time to glorify Him, and to
submit in thankfulness to His will." Until a further doOl' was opened, he
took the entire care of the schools established by the Earl of Farnham,
for the children of his peasantry, at Farnham, County Cavan. In this
work Mr. Krause was greatly blessed. It is said of him, "He was distinguished by a holy sobriety, a quiet cheerfulness, and evenness of temperament; the expressions of the peace that reigned within. Large and
comprehensive in his apprehensions of divine truth, the doctrines of grace
suffered no mutilation at Ms hand, nor did he shun with holy boldness to
declare the whole council of God."
Having graduated in the University of Dublin, he was at length
ordained to the curacy of Cavan, in 1838, and preached his first sermon
from Ephesians vi. 19. Here also he held the chaplaincy of the gaol,
and on leaving this, his first charge, he observes, "I think daily of Cavan,
especially on the Lord's-day; I pray that the great Head of the Church
may abundantly lo)nrich the souls of his ministering servants, for the glory
of His name and the comfort of His dear people."
After the first Bethesda was burnt down in 1839, the congregation
speedily erected another church for Mr. Gregg, their minister. And when
Bethesda was rebuilt Mr. Krause was appointed as chaplain. After
preaching his first sermon there from 2 Cor. iv. 1, he writes, "The Lord
kept me from embarrassment in the pulpit, but I had been much tried
previously. I hear of' man,' 'man' continually; what the people wish
and say, &c. ; and I find it hard to rise above all fear of public opinion~
The Lord enable me to see nothing but the glory of Christ!" In the
deepest humility and lowly views of himself and his own powers (which
were of no common order), Mr. Krause entered upon this great work in
Dublin. 'rhe doctrines he proclaimed were those of free grace, which
from the first he had received, and to the last maintained. There was no
withholding what he knew for expediency's sake; no fear or shame of
what are termed" high doctrines," or of the danger of proclaiming them
before the unconverted. He never, as it were, kept back part of the price,
and therefore it was the Lord put such signal favours to His servant. He
honoured the work of the Holy Ghost and never left it as if the sinner
could" come to Jesus," but set forth the Spirit's work to draw and apply.
Few laboured with greater diligence than Mr. Krause. An hour every
Friday was given to the Orphan School; his Thursday evening class for
young men was productive of much edification, also his class for the young,
generally on Fridays. The Monday morning prayer-meetings were
seasons of rich refreshment. One who attended them wrote; "Our beloved minister entered exactly at half-past ten o'clock; and, doubtless,
many can recall the peaceful countenance and quiet step with which he
made his way, through the generally-crowded entrance, to the little table
set by the open folding door by which the two r90ms communieated, the
laying his watch upon the table, and the few moments of private prayer."
The tender and loving spirit of this servant of Christ received another
deep wound in the death of his only and beloved sister, Mrs. MUl'1'ay, who
after her widowhood resided with him for several years. "Her brother's
ministry was made very profitable to her soul, for the truths which he
loved to proclaim were brought home to her with greater clearness and
power than she had hitherto experienced. Often at the conclusion of a
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sermon have her eyes been seen to fill with tears-tears of joy and thankfulness-that the Lord had made her to drink into the rich consolations of
that covenant which is 'ordered in all things, and sure.''' Her illness
was short, but her departure peaceful and unruffled.
In 1849 Mr. Krause became seriously ill, and completely laid aside
from his work, which was never aftel> entirely renewed. It was then he
said, "Betllseaa can do without me, but Christ cannot." Yet he was
spared to his loving people for three years longer, and then the Lord
called him home to be pressnt with Rimself (2 Cor. v. 8). His two last
sermons were delivered on Sunday, Feb. 22, 1852; the first from 2 Cor.
iii. 18, the last from Gal. v. 25; and on his return home he observed to a
friend, "I hope I am learning that lesson I find it so hard to loam, that
I am nothing, and that Christ is all." Before leaving the pulpit he
appeared to have a presentiment of preaching there no more; be did not
seem willing to close, and at last said, "May the Lord keep a Gospel
view of this subject before our minds; may the Lord impress His Gospel
more and more upon all our hearts to the glory of Christ's name. Amen."
His illness lastecl but two days, and he was gently dealt with, for his sufferings were of short duration; and of them he said, "Oh, we must
remember it is all of the Lord, it does not happen by chance; I am so
restlAss, I can hardly think but the :Lord's hand is not shortened." Just
after this spasms at the heart came On ° but before further aid could be
procured he had fallen asleep in Jesus.'
We are apt to ask, Why was such a man taken away in the midst of
his usefulness? Even so, Fatllet°: for so it seemed good in Tlty s'ight. 'Yhen
the Lord closes the door man cannot reopen it, and when He opens who
can shut? He has His own channels for feeding His people; He grants
and denies, gives and takes away, without giving an account of any of
His doings; for, as a Sovereign, He (, worketh all things after the counsel
of His own will."
C.
COULD YE NOT WATCH WITH ME ONE HOUR?
Could ye not watch with Me one haul', Yet ever as Thou comest, Lord,
Oh, careless friends and cold,
Thou findest me asleep.
Still sleeping through your Master's
. '
watch
0 Jesu, through thIS long dark mght
Of bitterness untold?
Bear patiently: with me,
.
And rouse me WIth Thy warnmg
voice
Sleepest thou, Simon, while I wake
In agony for theeTo wake and watch with Thee;
Thou who would'st follow Me to death,
Lest at the silent midnight hour
Cans't thou not watch with Me ?
Thou come to me no more,
Watch ye and pray, the heavy night But leave me sleeping, and I knock
Grows darker hour by hour,
ReI'earter at Thy door,
Temptation's finger seals each eye,
With
fruitless prayers, and like a
And mounts each slumbering power.
knell
Alas! those tones of mild reproach
Upon my heavy heart,
Rave sounded in my ear,
Thy voice should answer from within,
Rave found me stretched upon the
"I know thee not: Depart."
earth,
Bid
me arise to look upon
And left me slumbering here.
My master's suffering deep,
The night is dark and Thou art gone, A.nd look on me that I may go
And I should vigils keep;
With Peter forth to weep.
SMewsbtwy.
LILY SHOl~'l'I-IOUSE,
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NOTES OF A SERMON.
PltEACHBO IN TYLDESLEY CHAPEL llY THE ltEV J. J. EASTMEAD, MINISTElt.

" And the Spirit and tlw bride S(IY, Come. And let him that lwar·etl. say, Come.
Aml let him that is athir'st come. And wlwsoever will, let Mm take the water
of life freely.-REv. xxii. 17.
THESE words were part of the revelation made to John by Ohrist while
in the Isle of Patmos. The book in which these words are wl,itten is
indeed a wonderful book. Things are written in it which are hard to be
understood, yet in God's time they will be made plain. When Ohrist
uttered these words, He had finished His sacrificial work, made an end
of sin, and brought in an everlasting righteousness for His people. The
promised One had come, and left the world; and now the next grand event
to the Church is the second coming of Ohrist. For that second coming
the Ohurch militant and triumphant look. The time when He shall come
is not revealed. The exhortation given to the Ohurch in the meantime
is, "Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh." But, if we may judge of the signs of the times,
we do not think the time of the Lord's coming is far distant. If we
look abroad, all the nations of the earth seem to be in a ferment. At
home things are fearful. The Ohurch of the Reformation is struggling
for existence; our bishops and Parliament are allowing the Protestant
bulwarks of the country to be broken down. The Papacy, that enemy of
the true Ohurch of God, is acquiring daily power in Protestant England.
But, whether the Papacy shall again rule this country or not, oh, how
cheering to think that the events of time are only preparing the way for
Him who says, "Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to
give ovory man according as his works shall be." In prospect of that
event the Lord moved John to write: "And the Spirit and the bride say,
Oome. And let him that heareth say, Oome. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely." As
by the Lord the Spirit's help we ondeavour to open up these words in
your outward hearing, may He in His grace open them up in your hearts.
Let us consider
I. How the Spirit and tho bride regard the second coming of Ohrist.
1. The Spirit in regard to Ohrist's second corning' says, "Come."
,Vho is the Spirit? He is the third Person in the glorious Trinity.
'fho work which the blessed Spirit has to perform, as assigned Him in the
ovol'1asting covonant of redemption, is to prepare the way for the coming
of Ohrist. The work of the Spirit is to quicken the dead elect, for they
aro by nature, along with all mankind, "dead in trespasses and sins."
His work is to lead quickonod sinners to Ohrist; to teach them the
things of God, even the mysteries of the kingdom of God. His work
it is to work in quickened sinners the works of salvation, such as
repentance, faith, love, hope, godly fear, &c., to comfort them with the
joys of pardon, and with a felt interest in that blood which cleanseth
from all sin, and to keep them as the purchased heirs of God unto the
day of finall'odemption, when they shall be redeemed from the bondage
of oorruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. In every
act the Spirit of God performs for the Ohurch, what does He say?
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Why, He says, "Oome, Lord Jesus." The Spirit's work points to the
second coming of Ohrist, when He shall" be glorified in His saints, ancl
admired in all them that believe." He is the great RemembranceI'; He
takes of the things of Ohrist, and shows them unto God's living family.
He is the great fJoul-reviver, Life-sustainer, and Strengthener, and by
His almighty. power ever working in their hearts, they shall be brought
in triumph to glory everlasting, where they shall see the Lord as He is ;
and therefore the Spirit says" Oome."
2. The bride in regard to Ohrist's second coming says, "Oome."
Who is the bride? The Lamb's wife, the Ohurch of God; and by the
Ohurch is meant all those chosen in Ohrist, and given to Him by His
Eternal Father, who are in the fulness of time regenerated by the Holy
Spirit, and made partakers of precious saving faith. All true believers,
then, form the bride of Ohrist, the true Uhurch of God referred to in the
text. What is a bride? A woman about to be married, or one newly
married. The Scriptures view the Ohurch of God during her time-state
as the bride elect. She will not be married to Ohrist till He shall come
again; she is now betrothed unto Him. Ohrist says to His Ohurch during
her time-state, "I will betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth
thee unto me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindness, and
in mercies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thou
shalt know the Lord." Till Ohrist comes the Ohurch has to live upon
the promises of her spouse; she has to trust His word, who has promised,
"I will never leave thee: no, no, I will never forsake thee," and therefore the never-ceasing cry of the Ohurch will be, "Oome." Many things
make the Church say, "Oome, Lord Jesus." (1) A sense of sin. During
her 'time-state she will never be free from sin; sin shall not have
dominion over her, yet sin dwells in her. The language of the Church is,
"I know, that in me, that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing," &c.
She is dead to sin by the body (thewholo sufferings and death) of Ohrist;
yet is not sin dead in her. Alas, sin often troubles her! Paul expresses
the feelings of the Ohurch where he says, "0 wretched man that I am,
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" And because a sense
of sin makes the Ohurch feel herself black, she is ever saying, "Oome,
Lord Jesus." What for? To deliver her from sin's power, from the bondage of corruption, when Jesus shall come and fetch His bride, and make
her appear most lovely and beautiful; when He shall present her as
holy and unblameable and unreproveable in the sight of His Father.
(2). And then her desire to be with the Lord makes the bride say,
"Oome." The Ohurch now sees the Lord by faith; her language is,
" Whom having not seen, we love; in whom, though now we see Him
not, yet, believing, we rejoice with joy unspeakable, and ~uJl of glory."
The bride of Ohrist will never be satisfied till with the Lord, and therefore
she looks for His coming. Her attitude now is, "looking for that blessed
hope, even the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus
Ohrist." The language which the Holy Ghost puts in her mouth is,
"When Ohrist, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory." When He comes to His bride in the Gospel, and
speaks words of peace and salvation, Ho says, "I will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you." Yes,
the bride of Ohrist (the Ohurch) is ever looking to the Lord. He is Her
Spouse, her Head; she is united to Him by an eternal union, and therefore she is ever saying, "Oome, Lord Jesus."
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n .. How he that heareth regards the second coming of Christ, "And
let him that heareth say, Come." Who is he that heareth? Not every
man heareth spiritually. To hear is the effect of the Spirit of God's work
in a man. Whom does the man who heareth hear? He hears Jesus
speaking in the Gospel. What does he hear Him speak?
1. Words of love. When the Spirit of G Jd opens the ears of a sinner, he hears Christ say, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love :
and therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." Yes, Christ's
eternal, electing covenant love is the cause of a sinner's love. The language of the Church is, "We love Him because He first loved us."
"And let him that heareth say, Come." What is He to come for? To
claim His loved one as His own.
2. And then he heareth Christ speak words of pardon. 'When the
Holy Ghost opens a sinner's ears, he hears Jesus say in the Gospel,
"Thy sins are pardoned." The language of all who hear is, "In whom
we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace." "And let him that heareth say, Come."
What is He to come for? To claim His pardoned one as His own. "And
let him that heareth say, Come." The sinner who hears the voice of
Jesus in the Gospel longs to see Jesus. His language is, "It doth not yet
appear what we shall be, but we know that when He shall appear we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is." And therefore His
never-ceasing cry is, "Come, Lord Jesus;" come in Thy majesty and
glory to claim Thine own by gift, Thine own by purchase, Thine own by
conquest.
Ill. The character spoken of, and the invitation given-" one that is
athirst." Who is he? The sinner whom the Holy Ghost has quickened
to spiritual life thirsts. What for? For the waters of salvation. His
soul is parched with the burning sun of God's wrath; he feels the holy law
of God to be a fiery law, burning- up all his religion; and therefore he
thirsts for the cooling waters of sal vation. His language is, "What must
I do to be saved?" Now, mark, Christ does not say, "Let him that is
athirst say, Come." Why? Because he does not yet know Christ; he
has not yet tasted that the Lord is gracious; he is at present going through
a law work. But Christ gives the invitation to him, Come. "Let him
that is athirst come." Come to whom? To Christ. What is he to come
to Christ for? To drink of the waters of sa.lvation. "If any man thiJ:st,
let him come unto me and drink." But how can a sinner come to Christ?
Christ says, "No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent
me draw him.. " Why, then, did He say, "Let him that is athirst, come?"
Because the }<"ather draweth him that is athirst to Christ. The' drawing
is the cause of the sinner's hearing the invitation. Both are one connected work of grace. And what does the Eternal Fa.ther draw the
thirsting sinner to Christ for? To drink of Christ. " Ho! everyone that
thirsteth," &c. The invitation to every thirsty soul is free. He comes
by the drawing power of the Eternal Father, without money and without
price.
IV. 'What Christ further says: "Whosoever will, let him take of the
water of life freely." There is a natural and spiritual will in man. The
natural will is man's free will; it has to do with natural things. There
is also a spiritual will found only in the regenerated man; this will works
because God works in him "to will and do of His good pleasure."
Whosever will" (come), that is, whosoever ha s a spiritual will to
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come to Ohrist. This" whosoever" is the same character described by
the words" He that hath ears to hear," &c. " Let him take of the water
of life freely." How can he take the water of life? He has no power to
take it. He feels this. But then He who gives the will to come to Ohrist
also gives the power to take of the water of life, that is, gives power to
take of Ohrist, to drink of Ohrist by faith. If you turn back to Rev. xxi. 6,
you will find Scripture explain SCl,ipture. Christ says there, "I will give
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely." A
sinner takes of the water of life when Ohrist gives it him. "And whosoever will, let him take of the water oflife freely." Yes, the water oflife
is freely given, and therefore freely taken. Ah, my fellow-sinner, have
you taken of this water of life? have you a will to come to Christ and take
it? Ah, how true it is of an unregenerate, impenitent world still, as it
was,in the days of Ohrist, "Ye will not come to me, that ye may have
life." God forbid that you should be numbered among such.
"vVhosoever will." Poor, feelingly lost, ruined sinner-poor sin-sick,
diseased sinner-these words are for your encouragement. The Holy
Ghost has given you a spiritual will; you want to come. Hear what
Ohrist says, "vVhosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely."
SOVEREIGN'tY AND RESPONSIBILITY.
" Jesus answered, Thou coulrlest have no jJower at all agaz"nst me, except it were
given thee from above: therefore lw that delivered me unto thee lutth the
greater s7'n."-JOHN xix. 11.

ALTHOUGH the purposes of God were fixed from all eternity, according to
His own words-"My counsel shall stand; and I will do all my pleasure"and although He knew the end from tlie beginning, yet that foreknowledge does not prevent anything from taking place in time, neither does
it by any means make God the auth6r of. sin. He knew that man would
sin, because his nature is liable to .fall tbut that does not do away with
man's responsibility, else; hd'W is it that we are to be judged according to
the deeds done in the body? "They that have done good shall go into
life eternal, but they that have done evil into everlasting fire." 80 the
wicked, whose works are all bad, will be condemned by their works; but
the righteous, whom God looks upon, not as meriting anything in themselves, but as they are in Ohrist, sees them only perfect as the Son of His
love is perfect; and, covered with the robe of His righteousness, they are
judged according to their works, which are considered as Ohrist's, "For
thou also has wrought all our works in us." Their Saviour is their Judge,
for the Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son, and He says
of His redeemed ones, "Thou art all fair, my love; there is no spot in
thee." We may gather fr0m the passage before us that the sin of Judas
was greater than that of - either" Oaiaphas' or Pilate,' because Pilate
struggled hard to release Jesus, but durst not through fear of the people;
but Judas acted a traitor's part throughout, following Christ in profession,
yet all the while secretly conspiring against Him. Ohrist says of Pilate,
that the power was giyen him from above, showing that God allows man
to work wickedness in order to bring about His own purposes; but that
does not make their silt the less so, since they'are only following out the
dictates of their own \ricked hearts, which are prone to, evil and that
continually.
W.
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE HARVEST.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN A PRECIOUS SAVIOUR,-Once more are we called upon
to praise and bless the name of our covenant J ehovah, who long ago
declared that "while the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and
cold and heat, and summer and winter, shall not cease." Another harvest has been gathered in; the cold and heat, the summer and winter,
have done their work, and the harvest in many parts of our land has
been a very abundant one.
We have often been called upon to bless God for an abundant harvest;
often have we been constrained to cry, "Thou crownest the year with
Thy goodness, and Thy clouds drop fatness." Often, too, have we thanked
Him for a deficient harvest; and when we remember our individual, our
family, and our national sins, we may well praise Him even for that, for
" it is [only] of His mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail-not."
We have often read with deep interest the 8th chapter of the first
book of Kings, in which Solomon addresses the Lord respecting the
national judgments which he apprehended the sins of the people would
bring down upon the nation. He speaks of drought, and dearth, and
pestilence; of blasting and mildew; of locusts, and caterpillars, and
foreign wars; and he entreats the Lord that when these plagues shall
come upon the people, and they shall be brought to repentance, and to
cry for pardon, that He will hear their cry, and remove the scourge; and
a gracious answer is immediately given that the Lord will return in
mercy. And when we think of God's dealings with our country, in a
way of providence, of mercy, and of" judgment, we may almost feel that
our land is a second Oanaan, and that the people thereof are a second
Israel.
"
How many times in the course of our experience have threatened judgments been averted at the voice of prayer! Many of us remember when
the cholera first visited our shores, filling the minds of all classes with
consternation and awe; and how soon, at the voice of prayer, that scourge
was removed. Then came the Orimean war, followed by the Indian
Mutiny; and in each case earnest, united prayer was heard and answered.
How often during the past sl\mmer's drought has prayer ascended to
heaven, followed by genial showers sufficient to bring to perfection breadcorn for the food of man; and we have no fear but that, in answer to
believing prayer, God will also so provide for the animal creation as that
His wisdom and power and care shall be fullY.fleen..
And now let us dwell for "a moment 'on the analogy between the temporal and the spiritual harvest. The farmer chooses the field at Ms own
will, where he will sow his wheat," his" barley, or any other crop that
pleaseth him; but first, by plou..ghing and harrowing, he prepares the soil
for the reception of the seed. If it pleased him he might break up the
wayside, or gather out the stonEls, or bring into cultivation the thorny
ground; and, properly cultivated and manured, he would obtain a crop on
either of these. But he chooses what he knows to be good ground, and
then his ploughs tear up and his "harrows break in pieces the hard clods;
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then the seed is covered in, and very usefQl are the sharp frosts of winter,
the bleak winds of March, the showers of April, and the hot sunshine of
the summer months.
And see how carefully the farmer watches over his crops, eradicating
the weeds which would injure their growth, and driving off the birds
which would carry much of them away; putting in the sickle at the
proper season, and using every care that little of it be wasted. But, with
all his care, some of the seed does perish in the ground; at seedtime and
at harvest the fowls of the heaven will have a share; heavy rains in the
summer will often beat it down, and mUch of the first ripe grain is often
blown by a high wind from the ear; and many ears will fall from the
reaper's hand; and though these all conttibute to the welfare of the poor,
or to the existence of the dumb creation, yet they are lost to the farmer's
use-they are not gathered into his garnElr.
The Lord's husbandry is in many re~pects very similar, and in every
respect it is far more perfect. PerfectiOn itself is the attribute of the
Almighty. According to His own soverElign pleasure He set apart from
eternity the ground in which He would /Sow His seed-the good ground
of some poor sinner's heart, made good by His almighty power. He sees
what discipline is needed to fit the soul for the incorruptible seed of the
word, and He uses that discipline. He /Sows the seed, and sometimes He
so wills it that it germinates quick:y; the dews of heavenly gTace distil
upon it, the Sun of righteousness shines on the young Christian's heart,
the fruits of the Spirit are brought fOl'th, his graces ripen, and he is
gathered early in life into his Saviour's garner. But these happy cases
are the exception, for how often do W\j find worldly cares, like wintry
blasts, check the germination of the seed; but though all which fall on
the wayside, amongst the thorns and on the rock, must and will Be lost,
unless these places be broken up all d btought into cultivation, yet that
sown on ground prepared by the Holy.Sllirit shall germinate in due time,
shall spring up, and" bring forth frmts with patience." The sunshine
of prosperity and the cold blasts of ad,:"ersity, the temptations of Satan,
the persuasions of the world, and the Illconsistencies and worldliness of
the Church, will do all they can to destr!)y the harvest of the Lord; but
they shall not prevail. Man's hm'vest Inay be partially lost, but not so
the Lord's. The Lord Jesus went forth weeping; and, in the person of
His servants, He is still "going forth bearing precious seed, and He
shall" come again with joy, bringiJlg His sheaves with Him."
And need I say more to you, dear People of God-you who may be
reading this little essay on the natural and the spiritual harvest? Oh,
yes, I will say to you, amidst all your discouragements and trials and
temptations, take courage! RemeIllber what the Lord has done for His
Church, and what He has already done for you ancl in you. He has
called some of His redeemed froIll thlil. waste, howling wilderness of
heathen darkness. He has heard the believer's cry from the dungeon of
the Inquisition; and the voices of the Madaii were heard from the equally
terrible dungeons of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. Not a torture has
been inflicted on a child of God but HI') has seen and felt it. " In all
their affiictions He was afflicted, and the angel of His presence saved
them;" and not one of them has eternally perished. HIS harvest cannot
be destroyed; HIS sheaves must be brOught home; HIS corn cannot be
lost. Hear what His word declares, "Sehold, I will command, and I
will sift the house of Israel among all nations, even as corn is sifted
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in a sieve; yet shall not the least grain fall upon the ground." He may
not have brought you from a heathen country; He may not have deliv l' d y u from the dungeons of the Inquisition; but He has delivered
y u from worse bondage than these. "Out of the depths" you cried unto
'. im, and He heard your voice; "He brought you out of the horrible pit,
out of the miry clay, and set your feet upon the rock, and established
your goings! " His eye was upon you from everlasting; He saw you in
the depths of sin, and in the dungeons of Satan; and He brought you
forth and made you willing in the day of His power; and He is now, by
the operations of His Spirit, ripening you for His glorious harvest. His
discipline may be severe, but it is needful; and, in the midst of all your
trials, temptations, and adversities, whilst waiting for the coming of the
Lord, and sometimes fearing that you shall fall short at the last, keep
in mind for your soul's comfort that text which I have quoted, "There
shall not the least grain fall to the ground." We now praise the Lord
for an earthly harvest just gathered in; but what joy will possess our
souls in that great day when the heavenly harvestmen shall have finished
their work, when the last sheep of Ohrist's redeemed shall have been
gathered in, when loud shouts of "harvest home" shall echo and reecho through the vast regions of. space, and when that multitude which
no man number shall sit down together at the great supper of the Lamb,
Kennett, August, 1868.
J. F. P.
THE THREE DEADLY R'S-ROMANISM, RITUALISM, AND
RATIONALISM.
To the EditO'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
The Vicarage, Astley, near Manchester, July 21, 1868.

My DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER,-Though I fear I may be too late
fOl' your August Magazine, I really appear t(have had no time before to
send you a few lines. I have long wished to express through your pages
my very g'l'eat satisfaction with the Rock newspaper. It is, in my opinion,
the very best Protestant family newspaper which we have, and admirably
fills up a gap long visible and felt by the heads of families. I have done,
and am still doing, my best to promote its circulation, and have been
thanked by many for introducing it to their notice. The amount of information contained in each impression is remarkable; and the light thrown
upon the progress and efforts of the three deadly R's-Romanism, Ritualism, and Rationalism-cannot but be most salutary. The aspect of the
times I consider to be most serious; and I am much pleased to observe a
little paper issued fromMILDMAY PARK--oneofwhich, doubtless, you haveurging us to special prayer, and containing this practical suggestion: "It
is therefore proposed to set apart the 15th and 30th days of this and the
five following months for special humiliation and intercession and prayer;
and it is earnestly desired that, where it is possible, smaller or larger
meetings for prayer be held on the days named, and that thereby a union
for private and social prayer for our Queen, our country, and the Ohurch
of Ohrist, be formed throughout the world." I trust that a hearty response will be made to this call. I am one of those who think that, in
the present day, prayer and the reading of God's word have been too
much neglected, and a return to the good old ways is most devoutly to be
desired, and, we may expect, will be greatly blessed. I have no doubt we
are approaching a very remarkable and important crisis in the history of
002

486

THE

GOSPEL MAGAZIIITE.

our country, and in every crisis of our history you will perceive the religious element is strongly developed. At present it is the most important
feature in the estimation of most ofthe godly with whom I have conversed,
and the issue to be tried will be, Shall the Queen or the Pope be supreme
in these lands? Some of our friends seem to think that it is settled of
God that Popery shall be again dominant. This I do not believe. Others
think Popery may be despised and pooh-poohed. This I think is unwise.
I believe we must leave our supineness, and show ourselves to be men who
know what they affirm and mean what they say. I am no politician; my
avocations as a minister of Christ's holy Gospel do not leave me sufficient
time to study, in all their bearings, the different lines pursued by party
men, whether possessors or coveters of place and power; but this I say,
I will not at the hustings vote for any man who will not oppose all those
movements which have a tendency to weaken the bonds which unite the
various branches of the greatest breakwater against Popery the world
ever saw, I mean the United Church of England and Ireland.-Excuse my
hurried letter, and believe me, faithfully yours in the Lord Jesus,
ALFRED HEWLETT, D.D.
LOV

GREETINGS.

To the Editor of the Gospel M(!gazine.

DEAR SIR,-If you consider the enclosed lines suitable for the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, they are at your service. The subject is a glorious one, and
of surpassing interest to all who love His appearing. Do you not sometimes
think that the day must be drawing very near? Many years have passed
since I saw you. Oh, how rapidly, and how many of the Lord's faithful
servants are gathered home since then-taken from the evil to come. Soon,
we, too, shall have passed away. God grant that we may finish our course
with joy, whatever of trial may be our portion by the way. I have, for
years past, watched with deep interest the dealings of God with you, both
in providence and in grace, and have often felt a oneness of spirit with
you in the varied soul-exercises through which you have recently been
called to pass. How necessary it seems that those who have to " speak
comfortably to Jerusalem" should be fully prepared and qualified to do
so from a heart-felt experience of many of those bitter trials and tribulations
through which, more or less, all the redeemed must enter the kingdom.
You can speak confidently on such points as these, "My grace is sufficient
for thee," "I will not leave you comfortless;" not merely because the Holy
Ghost has asserted these precious truths, but because you have proved
them. I believe there is a blessed principle of compensation in these
things to the Lord's faithful servants; if your sorrows have abounded,
your consolations have abounded also. This, I know, you will honestly,
joyfully acknowledge. Well, these light afflictions are only "for a
moment," so says the word, "and work for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory." ,Vhat a prospect! A morning without clouds!
No night there; no sin, sorrow, death; for the former things will have
passed away for ever. I often think of the remark of a dear dying saint,
who said, "that when he opened his eyes in Heaven, he should £ el like
a worm which had crept out of its hole into the full blaze of day." And
I love to think also of another remark by a living servant of God: "I
shall know Him at once, " said he, meaning Jesus. Oh, yes; we shall
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know Him at once, see Him as He is; not as now, imperfectly-through a
glass darkly, butface to face. Hallelujah! In the blessed hope of meeting
you there,
I am, yours affectionately, for His sake,
Scar·borouqh.
W. S. R.
P.S.-A word for the Magazine. I remember once reading an article of
yours, in which you seemed almost inclined to question whether any good
resulted from its publication. Take the following extract from a letter
lately received from a dear sister in the Lord. Speaking of the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE and the GOSPEL STANDARD, she says, "I am truly thankful
that ever any periodicals were published on free-grace principles. I have
derived more light and comfort from them, than from all the sermons I
ever heard preached."
FRAGMENTS GATHERED UP.
(Concluded from page 424.)

Oct. 6th.-Rose about a quarter to six. This day I have to commemorate
the time when the Lord my God brought me into this sinful world.
" Surely His goodness and mercy have followed me hitherto;" here I
may raise my Ebenezer: "Hitherto hath the Lord helped me." " What
shall I render unto Thee for all Thy goodness? I will through Thy grace
take of the cup of Thy salvation, and call upon Thy holy name."
9th.-Rose at a quarter to seven. This day has my soul tasted of the
blessings of the Gospel. Ohrist, our blessed Lord, was bruised for us by
the old serpent, as foretold in God's curse upon the devil; and by Ohrist's
stripes we are healed. Jesus is "the good Shepherd, and knows His
sheep;" yea, He laid down His life fo(them, and now" ever liveth to make
intercession for them."
IGth.-Ruse at seven. Ohrist Jesus hath died for His Ohurch, that He
might redeem it to Himself. That is the treasure which He sought in the
field ofthis world. And we shall be His, when He counteth up His jewels,
and not one shall be missing, for He is omnipotent and unchangeable.
] St1lo-Rose at a quarter to six. God doth in faithfulness afflict His
saints for our good, sometimes to draw our hearts from this wicked world,
with which we are too apt to pollute our holy garments. God is the God
of Abraham and of Isaac and of J acob, the same God, now, and ever shall
be. Ohrist is our great High Priest, who maketh intercession for us before
the Father.
21st.-Rose about twenty minutes before six. Felt much trouble and
sorrow, seei.ng my own wickedness. " I was born in sin, and in sin did
my mother conceive me." "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean."
22ncl.-Still felt my own sinfulness and unbelief. God knoweih them
that are His; He showeth us our state by nature, that He may hide pride
from us. "Let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord." "Ohrist was
offered up once for our sins."
25tl!.-Rose about a quarter-past six. Though we are wicked, Ohrist
is righteous. Read about God's gracious care of Jacob, protecting him
from being hurt by Laban. Part of the new covenant which the Lord
maketh with His people, is, "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more."
30tl!.-Rose about seven. Went to hear Mr. Wallinger, at the Bethesda
Ohapel. I heard of Jesus Ohrist being the great antitypical Boaz, the beloved Husband of His Ohurch, the Defender and Avenger of His people.
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31st.-" The Lord reigneth: let the earth rejoice." He ruleth in the
hearts of His dear child1'en, and over His Ohurch as a body. "Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and Thy dominion endureth for ever."
Reign, blessed Saviour, in unworthy me!
Nov. 3rd.-Rose at six. Oh, what sinful wretches are we all! In me
there is by nature no good thing. All are under the just condemnation
of God's law, and it is mere sovereign grace that any are saved.
"Jesus Christ is my salvation;
Hallelujah! praise the Lord !"
6th.-This day I heard and was comforted in hearing of Ohrist Jesus,
the blessed Kinsman of His people, and the Restorer of our life, and the
Nourisher of our old age: He will not forsake when grey hairs grow upon
us. "Restore unto me the joys of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy
free Spirit."
7th.-The ungodly have their happiness in this world. Oonsider what
dangers they run into, and are not destroyed, because their time is not
yet come, their wickedness is not yet filled up. Soon will their Judge cut
them down, and appoint them a place in that world of eternal woe, if not
saved by grace.
12th.-Heard about God receiving us on a throne of mercy, through
Ohrist Jesus; we are perfectly lovely in Ohrist's righteousness, it being
imputed to us by faith. Oh, may we grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of God! May we glorify Him in our bodies and in our spirits, which are
His.
l6th.-Ohrist is all things to His people; He is our bread and water of
life; He is our everlasting righteousness, our wisdom, sanctification, and
redemption-our Prophet, Priest, and King, Refuge, Friend, and our All
and in all, for ever and ever. Praise Him, 0 my soul!
lith.-Thy comforts delight my soul; Thou doest all things well for
Thy people; Thou workest trials, troubles, afflictions-all things together
for the good of Thy dear children. - - left us this day; may God be
merciful to him, and change his heart. " Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, for
all His mercies: forget not all His benefits."
WILLIAM'S LAST ILLNESS.

Some days after, I found it necessary to call in medical assistance. I
said to him, "You feel the Lord supporting you ?" He answered, "What
should we do without Him? How good it is to remember the parables,
now that my eyes are weak, and I cannot read."
. April 7th.-He said that he had been troubled with doubts; it appeared
to him as though it had been all delusion, but these doubts were dispelled.
He appeared, though suffering a good deal, to be sweetly supported by
Jesus.
18th.-He said to me, "I wanted chastening; I was too much taken
up with architecture; I wanted to be great. I became cold, and felt
much deadness. I must not be too anxious to get well."
21st.-He complained of pains in His limbs. Suddenly he exclaimed,
" Jesus is mine!" and burst into tears.
23rd.-He walked a little in the garden; he remarked how beautiful
all things looked. " The flowers, the trees, all the works of God, praise
Him!" He thought, if he got better, he should live closer to God.
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25tl" 26t1" 27th.-He suffered much pajn, was very sick and weak, but
his g od hepherd still supported him. In the evening he said, "Pray
'£ rill I that I may see more of Jesus."
2 tlb.- uffering much from sickness and pain; he said to his mother,
"
an b ar all things, Ohrist strengthening me."
29tl•.-He said, "It is all of grace," and that he had enjoyed remarkable
l' v lations of Jesus to his soul; and that evening I read to him Oant. ii.
II said," I like to hear you read very much; my spirit is willing, but
my body is weak. I do not enjoy Jesus so much as Iwant. I want more
patience."
May lst.-He said, "I feel happy now" (he had been troubled with
doubts); "I see that in myself I am sinful and bad, but I am beautiful in
Jesus." I read to him the latter part of Romans vii. and also chap. viii.
He complained that he had often felt very clead, and that his mind wanderei in prayer to the things of the world. He said that when he was on
a visit to his friends in Derbyshire last summer, he had sometimes such
glorious manifestations of God's love to him, the heavens appeared most
beautiful, and he was constrained to sing aloud the praises of God. " I
have not told you," he continued, "the interpretation I have made of a
dream you bad some time ago" (I had forgotten it). "You thought that
you and mamma were standing near some very deep but clear water; at
the bottom you saw an earthen vessel; you plunged in and dived to fetch
it out; but ere you could reach it, it appeared broken, and some one else
took it away; you then saw a little shell, which you secured and brought
up out of the water. And this was my interpretation: That I was the
broken vessel that was to be taken away, and the shell that you brought
up was the hope that I was gone to glory." I told him that I had no doubt
whatever of his acceptance with God; this caused a tear to spring up in his
eye. He said, "I wish sometimes very much that the Lord would take
me, but I fear this is impatience. When I was in the country last year,
I wished to read my Bible every day, but I found a disinclination to do
so. I persevered, and found afterwards the greatest pleasure in reading, so
that Ishould have been very sorry to have been deprived of the privilege."
2nd.-I conversed with him in the morning, his eye still bright, his
countenance placid. He said, "I long to go to the Lord; pray for me,
that He may soon take me. I long to be with Him to sing His praises.
You once said that we should walk together in the golden streets of J erusalem (Rev. xxi. 18). The thought has been a great comfort to me, and
" His banner is over me" (Song ii. 24).
3rd.-vVilliam said, "How sweet it is to know that though we may
doubt, He changes not." He begged of me to pray to Jesus to come and
take him.
6t1b.-He said to his mother, "It is a blessed thing to suffer as Jesus
suffered; for Jesus said, ' If it be possible, 0 Father, let this cup pass from
me.''' Three o'clock p.m., he said, "Jesus is mine." His mother answered, "You will soon be with Him." I read to him 1 Thess. i., ii.
He exclaimed, "What a sweet servant of God was Paul;" I spoke briefly
of God's mercy in having called William to be a follower of those who by
faith and patience inherit the promises; he answered, "Oh, what a poor
thing am I in patience! but" (after a pause) "the Lord would give me
patience, did He call me to the same trials." I said to him, "William,
you will soon be with Him, to praise Him." He said, "And I shall go
no more out." "But, perhaps, it may please the Lord to delay a little
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longer, William, His will be done." After reading to him Psalm xlv.,
xlvi., he said, "At the beginning of the seventh thousand year, I believe,
Ohrist will come to judgment, and will gather in His saints."
7th.-I read to him Psalm v. He asked for Isa. xii. ; the chapter being
finished, he said, "The God of Jacob be with you." I prayed with him,
and was about to leave him; he said, "'Ne will praise God." I repeated
the first line of the hymn
"Glory, honour, praise, and power,
Be unto the Lamb for ever ;"
His countenance gladdened with holy triumph as he took up the following
lines : " Jesus Ohrist is my Redeemer;
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord;"
We repeated together, Hallelujah!
8th.-I prayed with him. 'When I arose from my knees, he said,
" Praise, praise the Lord! Papa, if we had not the God of J acob for our
help, we should have all been in hell long ago."
9th.-Towards night, he said, "The Lord's time is the best time."
10tlt.-About six o'clock a.m. William asked for his mamma; he
thought he was about to depart. We both went to his bedside, and
watched him till he breathed his last. Between seven and eight his
brothers and. sisters were called in; he blessed them, and they each took
his hand. His last distinct words, though in a very low voice, were, " Glory
to God I" We could not discern the exact moment that his spirit departed;
it was about eleven o'clock.
DEATH OF THE OLD PILGRIM AT YEOVIL.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
30, Alfred Place, Bedford Square,

w.e.

DEAR SIR,-Through the kindness of a very dear Ohristian friend, I
have this morning received the enclosed lines and account of Mrs.
Geare's happy end:
"I have just received tidings of Mrs. Geare's death, or rather her
falling asleep in Jesus, for she hath gained her release; the year of
jubilee is come; the mourning captive is gone home.. Yes 1 taken
away from the evil to come, and housed before the impending storm.
We a little longer wait, but how little none can know. Let us gird up
the loins of our mind, wade on through toil and conflict, and bear the
cross that we may wear the crown. She has indeed borne the burden
and heat of the day for many a long year, and down even to the brink of
Jordan she was tried by Satan's fiery darts; and last Wednesday night
(as she died the following morning) she had a sore conflict with our
common foe for two hours; but the Lord gave the victory, and she is the
conqueror now; Satan is bruised under her feet for ever.
" Mrs. Geare was taken ill only on Tuesday last. She felt it was her last
sickness. She was very composed and happy in her mind-said she had a
good home to go to. She is to be buried to-day ·at the cemetery.
"I have sent a copy of the lines which she wrote on her last birthday on
earth, and were sent to me last Sunday, with Mrs. Geare's desire that my
sister, yourself, and others, might have copies."
I am, Sir, yours respectfully,
L. D. D.
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ON MY BIRTHDAY.
NINETY-FIVE years are quickly passed, And reign in power on all below,
And end the strife of sin and woe.
And, till my frail existence lasts;
I, waiting, stand for Jesus' call,
That hope, so cheering, calms the
To free me from this earthly thrall.
breast,
And lulls the weary soul to rest;
Sorely perplexed with many needs,
Points to a better home aboveAnd closely wrapped in widowed
A rest of endless joy and love.
weeds,
My soul receives (her load to bear)
And I shall reach that blissful shore,
Just strength enough, and none to
Where sin and death are known no
spare.
more'
Where all' around is endless peace,
In earth's varieties I find
Nothing that suits my craving mind; And where my joy shall never cease.
I languish for a quickening ray,
Then shall I strike my harp and sing
To bring to light a brighter day.
The praises of my Triune King,
Perhaps, in glorious splendour bright, Who snatched me from the depths of
hell,
My Lord may come and chase the
And raised me with Himself to dwell.
night,
MRS. GEARE.
May 1st, 1868.
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OR, WHISPERS FROM THE DYING PILLOWS OF GOD'S SERYAN"TS.

"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace." -PSALM xxxvii. 37.

THE RETURNED ONE GIVING GLORY TO GOD.
I FIRST became acquainted with my dear friend, Miss McGregor, by her
accompanying me to the Orystal Palace. I dreaded the first interview
which I had with her, fearing that her conversation might bring my soUl
into bondage. We sat down in the Palace, and, although up to that time
we had been perfect strangers to each other, yet I felt great freedom in
conversation with her. I told her I wanted to see all that I could see in
the time we had to spare for seeing. She then said, " We will see the
statuary." While gazing upon the statue representing David, with the
head of Goliath in his hand, I sighed, and in a whisper repeated a part
of that beautiful hymn of dear Newton:" By whom was David taught
To aim the dreadful blow,
When he Goliath fought,
And laid the Gittite low?
No sword nor spear the stripling took,
But chose a pebble from the brook."
While my soul was filled with adoring wonder, and my eyes with tears,
she looked upon me and seemed ready to weep with me, and said, "Do
tell me why it is you are so low?" I replied, "I am not low, my dear;
but my soul is joyful. There was a train of thought rolling over in my
mind, which perhaps you have no relish for." "Oh, do tell me!" she
said; "do tell me those thoughts, if it is proper." I evaded answering
her for some time by saying that the place was not a fit place, nor was
it a fit time. But her importunity won my consent, and I repeated the
whole of that sweet hymn, and she expressed great delight.

/
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In the course of our conversation, I found she was extensively acquainted with the histories recorded in the Scriptures, and that she had
been drawn to study those histories through her grandfather giving her
money to find out and answer the various questions which he would often
draw from different parts of the Old Testament.
While walking in the Palace garden, we had some close and soulsearching conversation; and during the whole time there was within me
like a voice speaking, "This is a vessel of mercy." Indeed, the liberty
which I felt in speaking to her of Jesus and His great salvation confirmed
the inward whispers.
Returning from Sydenham, we passed Norwood Oemetery; and, when
she had mentioned the name of the place, I said, "Then I am sure in
that ground lies some precious dust; and when the voice of the archangel
and trump of God shall awake the sleeping dust, then will the poor gipsy
arise, and stand in her lot ever with the Lord;" and we again wept:
After her feelings had subsided, she said, "Do tell me ~ll you know
about the gipsy." After I had told her all that I could remember of the
contents of a little book which I had read when I was very young, she
said, "Do try and procure that book for me i" and I promised I would,
if possible, procure it when I returned home. But when I inquired at
the stationer's for the book, I found, instead of the Norwood Gipsy, it
was the Sherwood Gipsy; and I was obliged to apologize for the mistake
I had made.
The impression made in the soul- of my dear young· friend in reading
that little book constrained her to desire I would again visit her i but, as
I could not do this, I invited her to visit me for a few days or weeks.
This invitation was accepted, and, after a little delay, she came down to
Olifton. Many letters in the interval passed between us; and all those
which came from her breathed so much of the Spirit of Ohrist, which is
love, that I found my heart endearingly knit unto her. In one of her letters
she said, "Oh, how much I desire to be with you! I feel as though I
had known you for many years, although I have been in your company
only one day."
In September last she came down to Bristol; but, when I saw what
ravages the complaint had made, my heart was filled with grief. When
I inquired if her cough was not a trouble to her, she would reply, "Not
much." After we retired to our bedroom, she said, "I hope I shall feel
better to-morrow, to go and see and hear your dear father." I said,
"My dear, you will not hear my fath8r; nevertheless, I know he will
gladly receive both you and me, and will take us with him to hear that
man of God, Mr. Doudney, at St. Luke's, under whose ministry he has
sat since he has been at Bristol." Oh, dear!" she said, "I want to hear
the pure Gospel." This led me to think that she was afraid of a disappointment.
, The following day, being Lord's-day, in the morning, while arranging
and disposing the household, I began to sing in a low tone," Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress."
I looked upon her and found her weeping, yet smiling through her tears.
She said, "Do, my dear Miss 0--, sing that hymn again as you did
sing it before." However, it was laid upon my heart to sing part of that
Ohrist-honouring confession of dear Watts,-
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" Why was I made to hear His voice,
And enter while there's room?" &c.
In the evening of the same day we went, with my father, and heard
Mr. Doudney. His text was Luke xvii. 17, 18: "And Jesus answering
said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? There are
not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger." These
words in the eighteenth verse engrossed her thoughts, and filled her soul.
"The poor stranger! Ah, the poor stranger!" she said, on our way
home. "Oh, how wonderful! Why, what the minister has spoken tonight has gone through my feelings. He has told me what I have long
wanted to know. Oh, that I was good! but, alas, I do not know how to
be good." I said to her, "You never will be good in the way you think
of being good; for the Holy Ghost hath said by Paul, 'There is none
that doeth good, no, not one.''' I felt strangely constrained to talk with.
the dear creature; therefore I said, "Marian, listen to Mr. Kent's soulcheering statements that I will quote : " 'In Christ's righteousness confiding,
Sheltered safe beneath His wing,
Here souls find a sure abiding,
And of covenant mercy sing.
" , Seek, my soul, no other healing,
But in Jesus' balmy blood;
He, beneath the Spirit's sealing,
Stands thy great High Priest with God.'''
I said, "Do you understand what I have been repeating?" She said,
" Oh, no ! Must not I do a something? Oh, do tell me what I ought to
do!" I said, "Christ's obedience, or doing, is the end of the law, or
doing covenant, to every one that believeth. But those inward cravings
and l'estless desires after a meetness for the kingdom of heaven, which
you feel, are the fruits of that good work the Holy Ghost has begun in
you, which work He will never forsake, but carry it on to glory-perfection;
and in this way you will receive of the Lord's hand double for all your
sin-in the person and righteousness of Christ everlasting completeness,
and in the work of the Holy Ghost everlasting meetness."
(To be continued.)
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"Can ye not discern the signs of the times? "-MATT. xvi. 3.

THE new law respecting the execution of criminals has come into operation,
and consequently the disgraceful scenes which have hitherto been connected with our public executions will be witnessed no more. Judgment
of death is for the future to be executed within the walls of the prison in
which the offender is confined, merely a few officials and representatives
of the press being permitted to be present. We' believe that the result
will be most satisfactory; a death of this kind, in comparative silence and
obscurity, is far more dreadful to the minds of abandoned characters than
a public one. Incredible as it seems, to become the object of attention
to a vast crowd, and to have the opportunity of exhibiting considerable
fortitude and bravado, may have to some minds a sort of charm about it
which may make them think little of the crime or its punishment; Whereas
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to die almost unobserved, in the gloom of prison walls, the fact only known
to the populace without by the tolling of a bell, or the hoisting of a black
flag, and the exhibition of a certificate stating that the criminal is dead,
is so terrible, that we trust the very idea of it may have a salutary effect
in the repression of crime.
One of the most sad features of the present day is, we think, the infidelity which is manifested in so many of our periodicals and newspapers.
It appears in a variety of ways, from the open denial of the truths of
religion, to the more insidious scoff and sneer; it is seen alike in many of
the lower class of periodicals which circulate so largely amongst the poor,
and in the more intellectual publications which are supported by the rich.
Sometimes it assumes the form of an attempt to weaken the foundations
of our faith-an attempt which not unfrequenty has its origin in wilful or
careless ignorance, and which must inevitably recoil upon the heads of
those who make it. Professor Delitzsch, of Erlangen, has pointed out a
remarkable instance. He says, "A clever and learned Jew, named
Emmanuel Deutsch, connected with the British Museum, has lately published an article in one of the most widely circulated and best written
periodicals in England, the Quarterly Review, in which he endeavours to
make out that there is no such great difference between J udaism and
Christianity as is commonly believed, inasmuch as the parables and proverbial expressions of the New Testament are almost all to be found in
the Talmud, and therefore are not to be considered as the peculiar property of Christianity. The impression produced by this brilliantlywritten article was the deeper because it was apparently the work of a
Christian; for as Judas, when he delivered up Jesus to His enemies,
went up to Him, saying, 'Hail, Master,' and kissed Him, so the Jewish
author of the article calls Jesus 'our Saviour'-he conceals himself
behind a Christian mask. We point out a case where he has been
throwing sand into the eyes of his English readers. The Talmud quotes
(Kidduschin iv. 14) the saying of Rabbi Simeon, son of Eleazar: 'Did
you see a beast or bird work for their bread? yet they never want, even
though they were made solely to serve me. But I was created to. serve
my Creator; and if those who were made my servants find food without
being reduced to poverty, must I, who was made to be my Creator's
servant, be only able to exist in poverty and need? Certainly, I only
ruin my livelihood by a miserable conduct.' On such an occasion, who
does not remember the words of Jesus, 'Behold, the fowls of the air;
they sow not, they reap not, neither do they gather into barns, yet your
Heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?'
M. Deutsch draws many like parallels, all the while deceiving himself and
others because he leaves Oltt the dates of these sayings. For when did Simeon,
son of Eleazar, live? In the reign of the Emperor Hadrian (Seder-HaDoroth, 73 A), a full century at least after Christ. We would not on this
account decide that he simply borrowed the expression from Matthew's
Gospel, which contained these words in the Hebrew, or had heard them
from Christian discourse; but the expression being similar, it is here, as
in most other cases, that the original was given by Jesus, and Simeon's was
but the copy. We say in most other cases; we might almost say all; for,
except Hillel, of whom I have spoken elsewhere, all the teachers in the
Talmud whose sayings correspond with New Testament doctrine, lived iu
much more recent times than Christ and the greatfounders of Christianity.
For the rest, we readily acknowledge that the whole of Christianity may be
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gleaned from the Talmud, if it consist in no more than such moral teachings as exhortations to trust in God and be just in our dealings with man."
An able champion of Protestanism has just gone to his rest-Dr. Goode,
Dean of Ripon. He recently published a very remarkable pamphlet
entitled, "Rome's Tactics," in which he most conclusively showed that
the great object of Popery since the Reformation has been" to subvert
and ruin Protestant Ohurches and Protestant States, by dissensions and
troubles caused by disguised Popish agents." The evidence adduced in
proof of this statement is startling; it is also most reliable, inasmuch as
it is produced from the very best sources, from State papers, from Papal
bulls, from secret instructions and letters given to the Jesuits, and either
discovered in their possession or given up by converts, and from wellauthenticated instances of Romish emissaries coming to thilil country and
acting upon those instructions. It is manifest from this evidence that
Rome has carried on a vig'orous crusade against the Protestantism of this
country since the time of the Reformation; that she has sent out her
emissaries in every form, in all manner of disguises, and in all positions
and parts of the land; and that her chief aim has been to destroy the
National Church, and set the various denominations of Protestants at
variance with each other. There is not the slightest doubt that this crusade was thus carried on in past times, and there is every reason to fear,
(as the Dean has clearly shown) that it is now in the same manner being
carried on amongst us at the present time, with increased energy and
determination. How well worthy of attention are the following observations of the departed Wl.'iter: "The danger of the present times
are greatly increased by their being so much overlooked, and any
attempt to make the public conscious of them is resented by many as
a false alarm. There is much in Popery, especially as presented to
the view of a Protestant nation whom it desires to conciliate, that is
attractive to the minds of the generality: the splendour and beauty of its
ceremonial, the power it claims to decide all controversies, and thus
deliver the Ohurch from all the strifes and divisions by which its peace is
disturbed; the right it assumes to itself as a Divine gift to restore peace
to the troubled conscience of the penitent, on the confession of its sin, by
an authoritative absolution, and open the gate of heaven to the dying;
all these are recommendations for its acceptance, which, when brought
home to the very doors of families, many of whose members are necessarily
but imperfectly grounded in the faith, can hardly fail to influence many
minds. It comes, moreover, to many in this land at the present day with
all the charms of novelty. The form which it assumes in a Protestant
country so conceals many of its worst features, that the minds of the
great ~ass of the community, especially of the young and inexperienced,
hardly recognize in it what they had expected. The lessons of history, if
known (and few, comparatively, do know them), are forgotten or ignored;
and it is hastily concluded that Popery has either been very much misrepresented, or is very much changed." "Let it not be supposed that
Rome will ever be satisfied with anything less than what she has all
along been contending for-supreme dom£nion over the faith of the country;
and how that dominion would be used we have been lately told by the Pope
himself. It must never be forgotten by those who would not shut their
eyes to the real principles and objects of the Ohurch of Rome, maintained
at the present day equally as at any former period, that the Pope himself,
in his Encyclical Letter of December 8, 1864, has formally condemned, as
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. one of tile 'principal errors of our time,' the proposition that, ' in the present
, day it is no longer expedient that the [Roman] Oatholic religion should
be considered as the only religion of the State, to thc exelusion of all other
forms of worship.' And for a fuller explanation of his meaning on this
point, we referred to an (Allocution' he had delivered, July 26, 1855, in
which, speaking of Spain, he had said, 'You know that in the year 1851,
we . . . . especially stipulated that this holy religion should continue to
be the only religion of the Spanish nation, to the exclusion of all other
worsMp, and that in all schools, whether public or private, the instruction should be entirely conformed to Catholic doctrine.' "
The Parliamentary Session of 1867-68 has ended. In several respects
it has been one of the most remarkable of modern times, aud it will probably leave its impress visible for many years to come. The whole country
is now beginning to prepare itself for the approaching general election,
which promises to be attended with extraordinary interest and excitement.
",Ve trust that God's people may be stirred up most earnestly to pray that
this and all other events may be overruled to the continued prosperity of
our land, the good of His Ohurch, aud the promotion of His glory."
The Roman Oatholics continue to express very clearly what are their
opinions and intentions with regard to the great political question of the
day-the disestablishment and disendowment of the Irish Ohurch. In
the Westminster Ga%ette they say, "The duties of Oatholics in the coming
elections, it cannot be too often reiterated, are of a simple and practical
character. One question has to be put and answered, and on that answer
depends their vote. The election of every supporter of Mr. Gladstone
and disestablishment is a Oatholic success; the return of a supporter of
Mr. Disraeli and of the Irish Establishment is a Oatholic loss. "Ve have
nothing to do at present with the motives which impel Mr. Gladstone to
attack or Mr. Disraeli to defend the Irish Establishment. The motives
which actuate these rival politicians may go far to entitle or disentitle
them to our confidence as future leaders of the country; but in the present
elections all Oatholics have to look to is, that no candidate receive any
vote or support from them who is not pledged to the disestablishment of
the Irish Ohurch. The issue is of the plainest and directest character.
At the removal of this ancient adversary, at all eveuts, a clearer field will
be opened to the Oatholic Ohurch, and she, brought once more face to
face with the nation so long estranged from her presence, will know how
to reconcile the masses to the doctrines of a lost Ohristianity." Are the
Protestants of England going to allow this" ancient adversary" to be
removed, and quietly give so great an advantage to the Papists?
A case of the deepest interest to Protestants, and involving principles
of religious liberty, has recently been decided in the Supreme Oourt of
New York. A young woman of Roman Oatholic paternity and training
was converted from the Roman Oatholic Ohurch to the Protestant faith.
She was a person of good character, excellent conduct, intelligence, and
strong convictions. She became a member of the Methodist denomination, and shortly aftewards her father had her arrested for the offence,
and incarcerated in a Roman Oatholic institution known as the" House
of the Good Shepherd," which has a department called the reformatory
department, the inmates of which are forcibly detained and disciplin d
for the benefit of their souls. Some friends of the girl attempted to se ure
her release on a writ of habeas corpus,. and she was brought from the institution to the court. She reiterated her renunciation of Roman Oatholi-
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city and her adhesion to Protestanism, and expressed her anxiety to
return to her friends who had protected her. Her father, however, declared that it was to keep her from evil that he had put her under restraint
by confinement in the Catholic institution; and the judge decided that
the writ must be dismissed, and gave her back into the hands of her
persecutors!
Another sad case has also occurred in Spain. A schoolmaster at Malaga
named J ulian de Vargas, was found to have in his possession a
Spanish Bible and Testament, and a few French Protestant books, not of
a controversial character. It is also said, but it has not been proved,
that he taught Protestant doctrines to his pupils. Either charge would
be sufficient to mark him as a victim of persecution. He has been prosecuted by the local authorities, and thrown into prison. As he is a
Spanish subject, our Government is unable to interfere; and so there the
poor man will have to linger, perhaps to die. Such is Rome's toleration.
We are thankful to hear that the harvest has turned out much better
than was expected. The wheat crop is generally very good, and there is
therefore a prospect of cheap bread during the ensuing winter-an inestimable blessing to the poor. Rain, also, has fallen copiously, and thus
the green crops are in part saved, and there is again pasturage for the
cattle. How much cause have we for gratitude to our heavenly
Benefactor!
The advocates of the closing of the Crystal Palace on the Sabbath day
have obtained another signal victory. Last year the number of votes
polled against opening the Crystal Palace to non-shareholders on Sundays
was 20,087; this year the number was increased to 28,423, or a clear
gain of more than 8,000 votes.
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'Practs 2tpOn tI/8 Irish Church. By the Rev. S. A. WALKER, M.A., Rector
of St. Mary-le-port, Bristol. London: W. Macintosh, Paternoster
Row.-The all-important question of the Irish Church being so
little understood in this country, and people becoming weary of
the subject-as, alas! would. appear to be the case in by far too
many instances-we would agam earnestly commend these tracts to the
most seriol1s and prayerful attention of our readers. A great crisis is
near! A fearful conflict is about to be engaged in! Not merely the
Irish Church, but the Church of England--'-yea, the Protestant throne
and constitution of our land-is in imminent peril. Protestants of the
United Kingdom, awake, and bestir yourselves, or verily your dearbouo-ht privileges will be sacrificed to a deep-laid, J esuitical conspir~cy, on the part of political place-hunters and Romish intriguers,
heedlessly and unwittingly abetted by envious and dissatisfied N onconformists.
Golden Hours. Edited by W. MEYNELL WHITTEMORE, D.D. London:
W. Macintosh.-" A Plea for Stepmothers" is well written: and contains
many good arguments on both sides of the question. "London in Four
Pictures," by },{ARY TUPPER, is very interesting; showing the difference
between the year B.C. 100, and A.D. 1868.
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The Anti-Ritualistic Satire. Tupper's Protestant Directorium. "The Rock"
Protestant Ballads. By MARTIN F. TUPPER, D.C.L. London: Simpkin,
Marshall, and Co.-We rejoice that so well known and talented an
author has, at such a juncture as the present, directed his powerful pen
into such a channel. He defends our grand Protestant prinriples with
a perception, a vigour, and a fearlessness worthy indeed of so great
and good a cause. No wonder that such an advocacy raises the ire of
the ritualistic, Romanizing party. The seeking to rend asunder the
flimsy covering in which they hide themselves, and the effort to show
with integrity and honesty what is their real aim and object-namely,
the union of the Church of England with that of Rome-is what must
meet at their hands with the deadliest antagonism. We trust, however, that Dr. TUPPER will pursue his onward way in the same truthful, dignified, and uncompromising spirit. He is the very man to
shout, "No peace with Rome," assume it what garb it may.
Lamps, Pitchers, and Trumpets. Lectures on the Vocation of the Preacher:
illustrated by Anecdotes, Biographical, Historical, and Elucidatory, of every
Order of Pulpit Eloquence, from the Great Preachers of all Ages. By
the Rev. EDWIN PAXTON HOOD, Author of "Dark Sayings on a Harp,"
&c. London: Hodder and Stoughton, Paternoster Row.-A storehouse indeed! the accumulations of a rich and masterly mind!
This most remarkable volume has been well described as a " wealthy
treasure of wisdom, a museum of curiosities, and a warehouse of anecdote."
Babylonianism. By the REV. G. W. STRATON, M.A., Rector of Aylestone,
Leicester. London: S. W. Partridge and Co., Paternoster Row.Here, within the compass of a neat little penny 32mo, our beloved
friend, the Rector of Aylestone, has clearly shown, by the most indubitable proof, that "the Church of Rome is the Babylon of the Apocalypse."
Such a work at this juncture is of great moment, and we trust our
readers will not only possess themselves of it, but that they will make
it a point of conscience to give it a wide circulation.
Thoughts for Workers and Sufferers. By HETTY BOWMAN. London: W.
Macintosh.-This little work contains many refreshing, strengthening
thoughts. The writer must herself have suffered to have written them.
To many they will be sweet words of comfort; to the busy active mind
laid aside by sickness and asking impatiently, "Lord, what wilt Thou
have me to do ?" here comes the answer, " Follow thou me I" It may be
a rough, thorny road, from which flesh and blood shrinks-it must be
the right way.
Our Own Fireside. Edited ,by the Rev. C. BULLOCK. W. Hunt and Co.,
23, Holles Street, Cavendish Square.-We must specially notice a sketch
of the life of the Rev. Hugh Stowell, his noble advocacy of Protestantism, his firm belief in the unchangeable nature of Rome. Hugh
Stowell has gone to his rest, and his works do follow him; but doubtless
he foresaw what is fast coming on our beloved England, and strongly
he lifted up his voice against the innovations of Rome.
The True Sanctuary, its Pn'est1wod and ll£inistn'es. By W. Hugill. London:
Morgan and Chase.-In many ways this book would be found useful
to the Christian student, showing how the visible tabernacle was a
type ofthe spiritual, how many beautiful lessons were shadowed forth in
the high priest, and in the various rites and ceremonies connected with
the service of the sanctuary.

