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DIVINE SYMPATHY AND SUOOOUH.
" Forasmuch then as the children a?'e partakers of flesh and blood, Ife
also Himself likewise took part of the same,. that thrOttgh death He might
destroy him that had the power qf death, that is, the devil,. and deliver
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage."
-HEE. ii. 14, 15.
WE were approaching a tunnel, and there was no light in the
carriage, and we became very anxious lest our little orie should be
terrified by being so suddenly plunged into dense darkness. We
remembered that, when travelling on the same line of railway, some
years ago, a father had asked the guard, at the previous station, for
the loan of his lamp, lest his child should be alarmed at the darkness.
That little incident taught us a lesson of parental care, and led us to
think of the infinitely greater tenderness and consideration of God
our Father, in regard to His children passing through scenes of
darkness, and at last encountering the dark valley of the shadow of
death. It was the same tunnel we were now about to pass through,
at the entrance to which the incident just named had occurred. But
we had no light. The guard's help had been overlooked; consequently we were the mOre thrown upon God. And, as we passed on
amid the intense darkness, we thought, "Shall I, a poor sinner, feel
all this anxiety about my child's position at this moment, and the
Lord-all love and tenderness as He is-be indifferent to His
children's welfare, as they pass through the gloom and the darkness
of death?" Moreover, there was another feeling. Occupied, as we
had been, in conversation with our fellow-passengers, we had quite
overlooked our near approach to the tunnel, otherwise we should have
gladly taken our loved'one, and covered its little face, so as for it
not to have seen the dark, as we hugged it to our breast; and we
should have patted and pressed it, to assure it that" Father was
there!" and we should have sought to have kissed and soothed its
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fears away. Yes, we would have given anything to have had our
little one in our arms at that moment. Again we ask, Shall a poor
finite creature, with all his sins and frailties and infirmities, be the
subject of these keen and tender emotions, and yet the Lord God
Himself-Jehovah Jesus, the Husband and Brother and devoted
Friend of His Ohurch-lack the sympathy and the tenderness and
the compassion of which His loved ones so stand in need, in
regard to the final struggle-the severance of body and soul, when
they come into the dark valley of the shadow of death, or are called
to encounter the swellings of Jordan?
Ah, it is doing Him a great dishonour to entertain, even for a
moment, a doubt upon His sustaining power, and His upholding
mercy, and His divine presence, at such a crisis. He has too tender
and loving and considerate a heart to be neglectful or unmindful of His
loved and loving ones in such circumstances. Apart from all His kind
and gracious pledges at this all-important juncture-when heart and
flesh fail-we may well bear in mind and tenaciously cherish the
thought, that the Lord Himself personally knew what it was to have
death in prospect-aye, and what a death, too!
Dear reader, how many times-yea, we may say hundreds and
even thousands-have we grasped, as it were, those words of Jesus, as
a drowning man would lay hold of the rope that was thrown to his
aid-" I have a baptism to be baptized with; and how am I straitened
[margin, pained] until it be accomplished!" Then, how additionally
weighty does it become, if we connect this utterance of the Man of
Sorrows with another that He expressed again and again in
Gethsemane's garden, "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from me; nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be done!"
There was, however, another fact with respect to our little one and
the incident before mentioned, which was suggestive. We observed
that, just as the train was passing through the cutting, and about to
enter the tunnel, the dear child had become sleepy, and was in the act
of laying her little head upon the nurse's breast. Consequently, she
would take the less heed to the darkness in which she was about to
be enveloped. Thought we, "This is just how it is with the Lord's
dear children. He lays His afflictive hand upon them, in connexion
with which they undergo what we may call the reducing process.
Their spirits and energy and strength are gradually brought down,
so that they have little or nothing left. From very weariness and
exhaustion they long for repose. They are not only made willing,
but anxious, to depart. Or, it may be, under the weight of years,
they are literally worn out, and long for the rest of the grave.
How often, in the course of our parochial visitations, have we seen
this upon the part of the sick and the suffering! They have been
literally worn out, and thoroughly exhausted, in consequence of the
sickness or the malady under which they had lingered. Consequently,
they longedjor death. Vainly have such imagined that death would
terminate their sufferings. For their great-yea, their momentous-
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change have they ardently panted, and yet, at the same time, wholly
destitute of any Gospel hope beyond the grave, and in relation to all
the vast realities of eternity. Such, as the Psalmist describes it,
" have no bands in their death."
Now, beloved, our argument is this: Shall the wicked, upon these
grounds, be made willing-yea, even. anxious-to die; and shall the
Lord's own eternally-loved and everlastingly-saved ones know
nothing of what willingness" to depart and be with Christ" is, upon
the self-same footing of being wearied and worn under sickness and
suffering? Be assured, dear reader, the Lord, in a very gracious
way, makes use of the self-same means for" bringing down the
hearts" of His loved ones. Heart and flesh failing through the
pressure of sickness or sorrow, He, by little and little, deadens His
dear people to earth and earthly things, and causes them more and
more to aspire after" the rest that remainethfor the people of God."
Yea, their very weakness and weariness-their utter prostration and
thorough powerlessness -prompt them the more to long for that
blessed world" where the inhabitant never says, I am sick, and the
people who dwell therein are forgiven their iniquity."
Reader, have you not personally experienced at least somewhat of
the things of which we speak, when the Lord has laid His afflictive
hand upon you? Not only has the world lost its charms, and those
things in which you have been wont to engage its attractions, but
what a longing has there been Christward and heavenward! How,
at such sacred seasons, have you felt with the immortal Toplady" When languor and disease invade
This trembling house of clay,
How sweet to look beyond our cage,
And long to flyaway!
" Sweet on His faithfulness to rest,
Whose love can never end;
Sweet on the covenant of grace,
For all things to depend.
" Sweet in the confidence of faith,
To trust His wise decrees;
Sweet to lie passive in His hands,
And know llO will but His."

Or, as another poet sings" For that blest hour she daily sighs,
When she, His face to view,
Shall in immortal glory rise,
And bid all sin adieu!"

Ah, these are blessed realities, dear reader, and there are two
thoughts of wonder and amazement which grow out of them. The
one is, when thus under the sweet influence of sanctified sorrow and
affliction, that our minds had ever been so carnal as to be occupied
and engrossed with the trumpery and the trivial of time and its
trifles. We have, at such times, been astounded that the world's mere
baubles should have had such an almost-overpowering influence upon
("i
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us; and we have, at the same time, seen our folly in that we have
allowed the good or the bad opinions of men so to weigh with us.
We have, at such seasons, so fully discovered the fact, that" vain is
the help of man."
The second ground of surprise is, if so be the Lord has been pleased
to raise us from the bed of languishing, and again restored to us a
measure of health and strength that, with all the teaching we had
had, and the salutary lessons thus set before us, we should ever be
guilty of the self-same folly of thus again being engrossed with the
world and the things of time and sense. Yet, sure we are that, if
Divine grace prevent not, instead of less worldliness and less carnality,
and less care for name and fame, the glittering gold and the shining
silver, after being snatched back, as it were, from the very verge
of the grave, there is ctdditionallove for earthly things, and increased
lusting after the paltry and the perishing of this poor dying world.
Reader, if you have been mercifully preserved from this sad spirit,
doubtless you have observed it in others; and, if such really belong
to the Lord, what bitterness awaits them; what a bringing to book;
what a renewal of inconceivable anguish, when the Lord, in very
deed and most unmistakably says, "Set thine house in order, for
thou shalt die, and not live;" when He calls upon such to " give
account of their stewardship, for that they may be no longer steward."
We repeat, when laid aside again from the business of life and the
all-engrossing concerns of this poor sinful world, and when led
afresh to contemplate former lessons and the resolutions connected
therewith, to say the least, how terrible will be the conflict! how
fearful the dismay! If saved, how absolutely as by "the skin
of their teeth! " And a more dreadful hell will such feel they never
need have than that thus, under the circumstances, enkindled in
their soul.
But, should the Lord, in the case of the reader, be exercising in
regard to him certain restraints, in a way of weight, or care, or
anxiety, the which keep him· a poor dependent at the throne, causing
him to feel that he has personally nothing whatever to glory in ;
that of necessity he is compelled to " cleave to the Lord with purpose
of heart," and to «follow hard after Him;" oh, how great is this
mercy, and what real ground for thankfulness and gratitude has he !
How will such bless and praise-magnify and adore-the Lord,
another day, for the goodness and the mercy thus manifested towards
him! How will he then discover that cares and perplexitiessufferings and sorrows-disappointments and defeats, were part-and
an essential part, too -of that wise and loving discipline by which a
kind and gracious Father preserved His child from those follies and
vanities and thraldoms and sins, under the power of which others
have been forcibly, if not fatally, captivated.
Moreover, when sickness ftnd death come, how will his very trials
and perplexities-cares and anxieties-have already been instrumental in loosening his hold upon this poor dying world, and how
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much more ready he, when" the Master sho.ll come and call for him,"
to exclaim, "Now, Lord. lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,
according unto Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation."
Oh, the blessedness of sanctified affliction! Oh, how great the
mercy to be "poor and needy," and to feel at the same time what
the Psalmist was privileged to feel and rejoice in, "Yet the Lord
thinketh upon me ! "
Reader, can you say so?
But again, beloved, let us dwell for a moment upon the tender
and loving sympathies of our adorable High-priest. We have spoken
somewhat (!)f the thought and consideration of man, poor and frail
and sinful as he is, but what comparison, think you, can all his forethought and care and affection bear to that of the infinitely-wise,
ever-gracious, and altogether-lovely Jesus? No thought can conceive, much less words express, one tithe of what His tenderness and
sympathy and compassion are. Be assured, it is but in the very
smallest measure, and in the most imperfect degree, that we can enter
into the fulness and blessedness of the fact, that He came to
"deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject to bondage."
We would have the reader remark the wording of this portion: it
says they were subJect to bondage. It does not say, they were alway8
in bondage, but only SUBJECT to it, implying that there are certain
times and seasons when Satan and their own timid, distrustful, and
unbelieving hearts so conspire together as to fill them with fear and
dread, and a recoiling at the veriest thought of death and the cold
grave.
It is ast0nishing what havoc Satan makes with the poor minds of
even some of the Lord's most highly-favoured ones, when, as in the
case of Job, the Lord permits him to assault the soul. Nevertheless,
even his powerful attacks and all his fiery darts are overruled for
good. Instrumentally they drive or they draw such a poor sinner out
of himself. Such temptations and exercises lead to creature-distrust,
and to fleeing to the Strong for strength; and, sooner or later, Jesus
draws nigh in sweet and blessed manifestation. He gives the poor
sinner a glimpse of Himself. He reminds him of what He Himself
personally has encountered as "the Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief." He declares Himself to be at once the Sin-bearer and the
Burden-bearer also. He testifies to the great fact that all sin and
condemnation are done away by that one offering of His, which" hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified." He shows that Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost are in holy fellowship with regard to the
Mediatorial work of the great Surety, that" whom the Son maketh
free are free indeed," and that there is "therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Ohrist Jesus."
Moreover, with respect to death and dying, this ever-blessed and
most adorable Lord Jesus declares Himself to be " the Resurrection
and the Life." He shows that He Himself, in His own Person, hath
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paid the penalty of sin in His own personal death; and that, consequently, death is a harmless and a friendly messenger to all those who
are found in Him. All such have a divine warrant for exclaiming,
"0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?
The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But
thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Ohrist."
Equally blessed and equally warranted is the dear child of God in
the adoption of the language of the Apostle Paul, in the closing up
of the eighth chapter of his epistle to the Romans: "Who shall
separate us from the love of Ohrist? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is
written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him that loved us. For I am persuaded,
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Ohrist Jesus our Lord."
As verily as the Lord God Omnipotent liveth and reigneth, dear
child of God, you shall realize dying strength in a dying hour.
You will not need it till then; but assuredly then it shall be
bestowed. We have no more doubt about it than we have of our own
existence. Have you not, permit us to ask, even until this very present
hour, realized the fulfilment of the promise, "Thy shoes shall be iron
and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be?" Oan youdare you-deny the fact? Whatever your previous fears, in prospect of trial or temptation-loss or cross-affiiction or privationsuffering or sorrow-has there, we ask, been a solitary instance-a
day or an hour-in which strength has not been vouchsafed? Amid
all the variety and diversity of heart-crushing sorrows-keen trialssore temptations, has not the Lord been invariably and unexceptionably as good as His word, "My grace is sufficient for thee; my
strength is made perfect in weakness? " Is it not verily a truth, as
far as the past is concerned, "There hath no temptation taken you
but such as is common to man?" Perhaps you may fear to add,
but indeed you may, for verily our God is true; His word is like
Himself, unchanged and unchangeable; and the past is a blessed and
earnest pledge of the future-we repeat, you may add the remainder
of this precious portion, " and God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that ye are able, but will with the temptation also
[mark the language, reader, "will with the temptation" -not bflfore,
for you do not need it-also] make a way for your escape, that ye
may be able to bear it." Oh, blessed promise, and thrice-blessed
PromiseI' !
Oh, Thou blessed and eternal Spirit, do put power and unctiondew and savour·-into Thy word, and enable Thy poor and needy
ones to receive and believe the same, so that, from time to time,
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they may come before Thee, at Thine own footstool, with Thine
own word, putting Thee in remembrance, pleading with Thee,
bringing forth theu' strong arguments, and beseeching Thee that
" Thou wouldst do as Thou hast said! "
Dear reader, we remember, some two or three years ago, when in
London, going to hear It certain Gospel minister. Although there
was the full assent and consent to all that was advanced, nothing in
particular was brought home to the heart with special power and
holy unction. Returning, however, from the house of the Lord, and
conversing with a dear brother in the faith upon the subject of dying
strength in a dying hour, there was one remark of his which carried
more weight and blessedness and comfort to our soul than the whole
of the sermon to which we had just listened. It was this: he had
some time before had a slight attack of cholera; but, although suffering great pain, he did not think he was about to die, and for this
reason, he did not then realize tlte strength which he verily believed he
shou,zd realize when really brought into dy£ng circumstances.

The force and power of that observation to our own soul at that
moment we can by no means express; suffice it, we believe it to be
an undeniable verity, and standing in sweet and blessed harmony
with the promise, "Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy
days, so shall thy strength be." Oh, dear reader, have you not again
and again found, that what you were perfectly unequal to one day,
in point of strength and courage to encounter certain trials or difficulties, you have been enabled, it may be the very next day or hour,
to bear, when in reality brought to stand face to face with the trial?
Mark you, all this is but the earnest and proof that you shall verily
experience and enjoy dying strength in a dying hour. Then you
will need it, and then you shall have it, as verily as J ehovah is what
He is.
Moreover, there is another thought, by no means contradictory to
the dear brother's remark just now quoted, but only in sweet and
blessed keeping with the analogy of faith: it is with respect to that
precious calmness and perfect fearlessness which one has been permitted and privileged to realize, when it has really appeared as if the
time of one's departure had in very deed come. Are there not those
whom we now address who can bear their own personal testimony to
the fact, that they have at certain times and seasons realized this?
They have felt verily as though they were actually in the waters of
the Jordan, and yet, at the same tilne, perfectly calm and unmoved.
Beloved, this is another blessed earnest-another precious token -that
it shall be well with you when you come to die. Notwithstanding all
that Satan and your own heart may say to the contrary, you are
perfectly justified in regarding this as a precious evidence and
Scriptural mark of Divine grace and compassion. It is, dear reader,
a love-token from on high.
We remember one of our beloved correspondents who for many,
many years was the subject of this fear of death, and who could not
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all those years realize her own personal interest in Jesus, or "read
her title clear to mansions in the skies." It pleased God, however,
on one or more occasions, to lay her upon the bed of pain and
languishing, so much so that she really felt that she was about to go
hence. But, notwithstanding all her previous doubts and fears, at
the time, and with death and eternity apparently in full view, she
was perfectly calm and unmoved. Once again, however, raised up
and restored to a measure of health and strength, her old darkness
and doubts would return with equal or even greater force. When
she would write to us, and tell of these her exercises and experiences, our reply would be, that the calmness and the peace she
had been privileged to realize, when apparently in the swellings of
Jordan, were only earnests and proofs of how it absolutely should be
. when she really came there. And as we said, so it came to pass; for,
when the time of her departure in very deed arrived, she testified to
her own personal realization of the fulfilment of the promise, " At
eventide it shall be light."
Dear, dear, timid and trembling ones, may the Lord comfort you
with these facts; for verily you shall realize, as myriads before you
have realized,"When ghastly death appears in view,
ChrIst's presence shall thy fears subdue;
He comes to set thy spirit free,
And' as thy days thy strength shall be.'''

But, perhaps, some may object, and say," May not the calmness
and unconcern about death have arisen from that weakness and prostration of which you spoke .in an earlier page? For example, in the
hour of nature's sorrow, how many have been so completely overcome
and thoroughly exhausted, as to be rendered utterly indifferent about
results or consequences ! Would it not, therefore, be presumptuous
to calculate upon any such feelings as those earnests and tokens for
good to which you allude? "
To these objections, we reply, first: Had the objector known
personally aforetime what it was to have, with the Psalmist, "seen
an end of all perfection; but Thy commandment is exceeding
broad?" Have they, in connexion with a heartfelt sense of absolute
sinnership, and a corresponding consciousness of the equally-absolute
neeQ. of salvation, wholly and solely through the blood and righteousness of Jesus, really meant what they have ofttimes sung," Could my zeal no respite show,
Could my tears for ever flow,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save, and Thou alone? "

Secondly: Is there creature-distrust? Is there self-loathing? Is
there a deep sense of utter vileness and thorough sinfulness? Is
there a recognition of the forbearance and long-suffering and tender
mercy and compassion of God? Is there an utter abhorrence of
pharisaism or creature-pride, or disposition to look with indifference or

;'-

465

The Gospel Magazi1ze.

I
~'

contempt upon the weak and obsoure and raj oted of the household of
faith? Is there a seeking to b aSBO iat d with the respectable and
the well-thought-of amoD~ men, or, on the ontrary, a "choosing
rather to suffer affliotion Wlth the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for Q. S a on ?" Is there, in a word, Mos s-like, an
"esteeming the reproaoh of (or for) Christ greater riohes than the
treasures in Egypt?" or a refusing with him to be oalled, or considered among, the great and the noble, the proud and the selfsufficient?
Thirdly: Where is the heart and eye? Is it Christward? Is it
heavenward? Do you really regard all and everything of earth, as
merely "beggarly elements," vain-perishing-unsatisfying? Can you
really say, as in the sight of a heart-searching, rein-trying God," Though words can never tell my case,
Nor all my sorrows paint,
This I can say before Thy face,
That Christ is all I want P"
Is Christ, and Christ alone, all your salvation and all your desire?
An you sure that, if saved at all, you must be saved wholly and solely
by Christ; and that, too, by an aot of mercy as rioh, as free, as
altogether unmerited, as that which saved a Mary Magdalene, or a
dying thief? Can you, in the sight of God, say" Yes" to all these
solemn inquiries? Then, dear reader, we fearlessly and unhesitatingly
declare, not only that you shall be saved, but that verily YOU ARK
SAVED in the Lord with an everlasting salvation, and that you shall
never-no, never-come into cond8mnation.
St. Luke's, Bedminster,
THE EDITOR.
Attgust 6, 1872.

A WHEEL WITHIN A WHEEL.
" The blessings of the deep that lieth under."-GENEsIs xlix. 2&.

How puzzling often to the Christian (if he looks no further than the
surface of things) are many of the dealings of God with him! The ways
and workings-the why and the wherefore-of much that he has to
experience is mysterious and inexplicable. He must look deeper down
for their cause, and human calculation will utterly fail him in the matter.
He must look by faith at that which underlies his experience to get at
the real wisdom, mercy, and love of Jehovah's dealings with him. He
must not merely watch the revolutions of the outward rim of the wheel of
Hii'! providence, but he must examine the wheel within the wheel that
works the whole-he must pierce" the blessings of the deep that LIETH
UNDER."

Now, every temporal blessing we enjoy is through Christ. We are
indebted to Him for the air we breathe, the life we live, the bread we
MM
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. eat, and the water we drink; for by Him we "move, and live, and have
our be.ing, and without Him was not anything made that is made:" but
there is something special in "the blessings of the deep that lieth under,"
or, as Moses says, "that croucheth beneath," and these are all on the head
of Joseph, and are to be drawn from his fulness; and it is, beloved, with
some of these UNDERLYING MEROIES AND DISGUISED BLESSINGS that we
want to have to do with at this season, and so point those who think
their lot hard, and their cares excessive, to the fact that-" The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy, and shall break
. In blessings on your head."
Of course, as Jesus is the Fountain Head of all blessings, there are the
innumerable mercies which spring from His wondrous stoop, from the
glory which He had with the Father before the world was such as
His humiliation, incarnation, life, doing, and dying. Yes, blessed be
His dear name !" He sank beneath our woes
To raise us to His throne;" .
-became a partaker of our infirmities, for we have not an High Priest
who cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities, but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. "Let us, therefore," says
the Apostle, "come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." In Him we have, on the
one hand, an elder Brother and a sympathizing Friend, and, on the other,
a Saviour-a Forerunner-the mighty God; and then, when we come to
the personal realization of Him as ours. the spring of our knowledge of
Him lies in
THE UNDERNEATH BLESSING OF REGENERATION.-" Your life is hid with
Christ in God." I believe that this is a work far deeper than that which is
commonly called "conversion." Where a mere conversion to a set of religious
opinions is professed, a tolerable easy course is the result, and the
temptations and buffetings of Satan to such are unknown, while there is
a blending of the world and religion. Flesh-pleasing enjoyments in the
day, and an evening display of eloquence at a prayer meeting-these sort
of things can run parallel in the course of such, while the natural pride
of the heart, not having been crucified, the spirit, if not the language,
with such is, "Stand by, I am holier than thou! God, I thank Thee that
I am not as other men are: extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
this publican!" What the end of such a religion will be is certain; but
let the starting point be the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost, and a
far different line of things is realized. Warfare then aptly describes the
experienca,"Temptations, too, without,
Of various kinds assault;
Sly snares beset his travellin~ feet,
And make him oftell halt."
But we are certain, whatever castings down and cuttings up there will be
by the way, the climax of such a work is eternal glory; and that, however sharp the warfare may prove, there will yet be realized wondrous
joys, marvellous revelations, sweet meltings of heart and mellowings of
spirit, unknown to the mere professor. Yes, beloved, the blessings of the
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deep lieth under all the earth-bound oares, and will spring up, whatever
may oppose. And then, not merely are there innumerable deep underlying blessings in connection with grace and the salvation of the soul,
but there are disguised mercies and underlying blessings in connection
with Providence, as dear Oowper sings in those well-known linesI<

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning- providence
He hides a smiling face."

Let us think, beloved, a little of these smiling blessings which are behind
an apparently frowning providence; for often in the review of the Lord's
discipline with us do we shake our heads and say, " Ah! 'all these things
are against me.' It would have been better for me that I had died in the
wilderness-my life is so full of trouble, and I am so specially tried that
it had been well for me if I had never been born." Ah! beloved, in such
a humour we are only thinking of the" frowning providence," and not
of "the smiling face" which is behind it; we are thinking of the mere
surface of things rather than" the blessings of the deep which lieth
under."
Like dear old Jacob, when they wanted to take Benjamin
away from him, he exclaimed, with bitter lamentation: "Me have
yo bereaved of my children: J oseph is not, and Simeon is not, and
ye will take Benjamin away; all these things are against me." Re
had not realized the mercy underlying it all, nor could he conceive
of the blessing that was in store for him: yet the Lord had been
working wondrously and marvellously. There was a wheel within a
wheel in Ris providence concerning the dear aged patria:-ch, and his
long-lost and beloved J oseph became his suecour and support in his old
age-the cloud big with blessings burst o'er his head at the appointed
time, and man's extremity became God's opportunity in his experience.
Another case to the point is that of dear Esther: God's chosen people,
Esther included, were in eminent danger-a secret train is laid by Haman
to destroy them,-the king's mandate has gone forth; but a more secret
train is laid by J ehovah for their salvation. When the storm is ready
to burst, that very night the king cannot sleep, but goes and searches
the records of his kingdom,-he is made to pause over the reference to
his own deliverance, and now, finding that his deliverer has been
neglected, determines he shall be honoured. Rere is the turning pointRaman is degraded and Mordecai exalted, and the day on which God's
people looked for universal destruction was spent in joy and gladness of
heart.
Beloved, it is the same now: Esther's God still lives and stillloves,His Ohurch and people are as dear to Rim as ever. He is vigilantly
watching them in every strait and danger, and will work in such a way
as shall make them acknowledge His hand. Apply this wondrous way
of working, dear reader, to your own experience. Look at your little
history-has there not been much that is difficult, very difficult to understand, much that you have thought, if spared, it would have been better
for you in many ways? But this cannot be. Shall not the Judge of
all the earth do right? Oan He err in a single act? Oertainly not. He
must be" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He withholds,"
MM2
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There is a deep purpose in all His ways, and they will bring about the
saints' salvation and the Saviour's glory. But, to trace out this matter a
little further,---'::'
Sometimes our "LOT IN LIFE" is felt to bo hatrd, but there atrO ble8sings underneath it all.
Y.es, there are things that have to be encountered day by day, that are anything but congenial with the tastes
and desires of the child of God, and he is apt to get uneasy and fretful
under the feeling: "Can it be possible that I shall have to spend my life
amidst these sordid cares, drudging on for the bread that perisheth,
while my heart is really fixed upon better things, and I should like to
spend my days in some honourable calling that would let me glorify
Christ?" Ah! belovod, but stay-you can glorify Him as much in the
life as by the lip. "The lot is·cast into the lap, and the whole disposing
thereof is of the Lord; " and, if He means to take you out of ,that position,
He will do it in His own best and right way, but do not run before Him,
or run away with the idea that He needs your service in his vineyard.
We have in the course of our days seen miserable disappoinment attending the throwing up of one's position in life hastily and unadvisedly. The
proper spirit to maintain in the matter is that whioh David enjoins:
" Wait upon the Lord, and be of good oourage, and He shall strengthen
thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord;" and look at our blessed Lord's
resignation to His :Father's will: "Even so, :Father; for so it seemed
good in Thy sight." ,Oh, beloved, to grow into His meek and submissive
spirit, and, whatever the cross may be, to Bay: "Even so, Father; for so
it seemeth good in Thy sight." As long as the cloud stands, we should
stand and let patience possess our souls, and when it moves we should
move cheerfully and unhesitatingly, although it may not be just at the
time we would have it. Then, again, sometimes in providence the Lord lets
us have our own way to show us :our folu) and b~'ing us to nougld. We dictate
to Him, and thereby bring ourselves into difficulties, For instance: "Oh!
that the Lord would grant that I might marry a certain one," said a
Christian. God granted her request, and sent leanMss into her soul; and
for years she had to endure the bitter trial of being .unequally yoked, and
in a distant country passed through a sea of troubles. She sowed to the
flesh, and of the flesh reaped corruption. "Oh!" said another Christian,
who had been deprived of the privilege of attending the preaching of a
favoUl'ite minister, "if I could only get baok to the old spot and live within
l'eaoh of that place, I should be happy." She did go to the old spot, but
never to attend the means of graoe; for, with an affiioted body, she became
bedridden to the end of her days. Yet she was a richly-taught saint, and
died triumphing in Ohrist; but it was evident the Lord wanted to teach
her not to lean upon any earthly prop, but solely upon Him; therefore, it
is, beloved, we say concerning the lot in life: "Sit ye still, wait and
watch,-there are bl sings in disguise where you are; they may be (as
in the former oase mentioned) removed, if you go where your own
caprice .directs, and not where the Lord 1 ads Oh! to be getting constantlybehind Christ, knowing 110 ;will but His!
Somet£rnes ,tIle Lord in j)1'ovidollce thwatrts our plans for a wise purpose.We have thought we lmve done all very cleverly-indeed, have rather
prided ourselves upon our wisdom and judgment in the matter-but, just
as we are about to carry out our plans, there comes some mysterious
interposition of providence, which blows upon the whole, and we are
thrown, as it "el'e, thereby upon our beam-ends. Then arises the spirit
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f rebellion: "What has th
rd d
Ah! J onah, doest
thou well to be angry?"
." II.~ h. l? vi h wayward one, "I do
ut III ur ob l' hours we think
well to be angry, ev n un d II.th.'
differently; and, wh n w
in 11 walk by . h nnd not by sight" in
the matter, th n d w find ut the folly £ ur 1I.rr£\n III nts and the
wisdom of th
rd'e working.
Beloved, w d
li v that one of the thin whi h will cause us
to glorify
d h nft I' will be the discov ry f th P rile w made for
ain nnd again, along the pathway, and th m l' iful d liverours lv,
anc e whi 1\ th L I'd worked for us in Hie own b t and ri bt wo. , and
the uod rlyin mercy that saved us from de8tru ti n.
y u underetand what w mean?
lhat, furth rmore, in connexion with the Lord'e d~ liplin om.Um 8 opposition is permitted that w" may b come fruitful unto 0011.W 0.1' apt to think, if our opponente could nly
il nc d, w eh u]d
b 80 j yful and happy. Nay, but do they n t driv \lB to th t}u'on ?
th Y not keep us alive to things of God, and a.n e u t b active
and On the alert? Are they not blessings in disguise? We know it is
Bp iOony hard when opposition comes fi:om a quarter that it seem it
tl ht not to come from.
The disciples said of the poor seeking eoul,
11
nd her away: why troubleth she the Master?" It would seem the
disciples of our Lord ought to have been the last persons in the world
to send a poor sinner away from Jesus. The Master never would have
done so, and here's our consolation. He never yet said to the seeking
seed of Jacob, "Seek ye my face in vain." But it is a trial, nevertheless, when those who ought to help us onward are found discouraging
us; as dear Hart says" How hard and rugged is the way
To some poor pilgrims' feet!
In all they do, or think, or say,
They opposition meet."

W 11, if euch be the experience that in all we do or think and say we
m et with opposition, it yet has this beneficial effect, we are shut up to
that hallowed course of SILENTLY CRYING BKFORE THE; LOlW. Some may
say, "What a paradox-' a silent cry! ' "-yet, metIJinks, it wLl be well
ulHlerstood by those who can enter into our passage, "The blessings of
the neep that lieth under;" and it is under sm:h circumstances that there
comes about a melting and mellowing of spirit, as well as a passive
re:signation to His will. But, a step further(~/Ui1nes afflictions are sent that we may be enrielted in spirit'ual tltings,
for their tendency undoubtedly is to humble our pride, to try our faith, to
purify us, to bring us to exercise patience, to render us fruitful, to
exhi1it the power and faithfulness of our God, and to promote His glory.
" 'l'hey that sow in tears shall reap in joy." This sorrowing in tears
is doubtless an allusion to the eastern agriculturist who, because the
country was infested with hordes of robbers, ever on the look-out for
robbing him of the fruits of his labour, would go forth sunounded by
armed men, and, with fear and trembling as to the result, would sow in
tears. We have a striking instance of this in the joint nanative of dear
Ruth and N aomi.
After all the trials they suffered in the land of Moab, what a wonderful
chain of events brought about their exaltatiou! To think that God, in
the infinitude of His purpose, should bring a puor girl in a heathen land
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into the family of Elimelech, that she might thereby become a branch of
the family of the Messiah! Nothing at one time seemed more improbable.
Yet every link in the chain, so familiar to every Christian, was in its
place-not a cog in the wheel of God's providence was missing-the
gear was perfect, and the result, as we know, was marvellous. Naomi
and Ruth becoming another illustration of the truth, that "they that
BOW in tears shall reap in joy." Further onSometimes there is a needs be that the disciphne should be specially severe.It requires the furnace tu be heated seven times to make a saint of such
a sinner, and the ordeal is not one of wrath, but one of love on the part
of a merciful Gud: "For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and
Bcourgeth every son whom He receiveth."
We can never think of the Lord's severe discipline without calling to
mind the history of dear Job. His trials outweighed the trials of the
most tried. He was hurled suddenly from the pinnacle of earthly fame
and honour to the very dung-hili-from the height of prosperity to the
depth of adversity. Nothing could be more severe. Yet underlying his
accumulated trials was the Lord's tender love for him, and, at the
appointed time, blessings burst from the big black clouds that had overshadowed him; the silver lining of God's promise was seen, and from
the regions of misery he mounts to the hills of triumph to proclaim the
memorable result of the Lord's discipline: "I have heard of Thee by the
hearing of the ear, but now mine eye seeth; wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes."
Great blessings are generally reached through great trials. "Odours
crushed are sweeter still." And thenSometimes the Lord finds it necessary to remove an idol, tllat He may occwpY
the supreme affect2"ons of our heart.-We could not help loving that dear
one; he was our own fleRh and blood; and, somehow, he crept round us
in his affections as the ivy creeps round the oak, and takes its root-hold
in its very trunk. We were, too, as a parent, proud of him. We could
not help it. We felt it our happiness to study his welfare, and we
promised ourselves that he would take an honourable position in the
world. All this was but natural; but we went too far. The boy became
an idol, and the Lord became a jealous God. Our heart was divided,
and we fear the largest halt' was turned to the flesh-to the creature-to
the idol. The Lord saw we were tending to leanness of' soul, and our
beloved one pined and wasted before our eyes. We flew to earthly
help-everything must be done that can be done-but all to no purpose;
there was a wOI'm at the root, and our idol faded and died. Oh, the
distress! none but a parent can understand it. But what about the
result? Have we not learnt the lesson Solomon learnt, "Vanity of
vanities, vanity of vallities, all is vanity?" And have we not twined
closer round the Lord, and found out the emptin ss of all creature-joy?
The Lord, then, hl:ls a complished His purpose. The idol has fallen, but
He has become exalted, and shown us that Ul' idols are not always made
of wood and stone, but that ometimes they are made of flesh and blood,
and that, be they of whatever oast th y may, the Lord hath said, "From
all your idols I will cleanse you." But, onoe more, belovedSometimes the Lord puts deatl~ upon the pt'omise to test our faith .. but,
mark, He never brings the promise to death. There is the same honey
in it, although it may for a time be concealed; and, although misery has
to be endured while the tarrying of the vision remains, it wili be a
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sweeter mercy when it is unfolded. We may depend upon it, the promise
the Lord leads our faith to trust in, and our hope tQ rest upon, will never
fail us; for the promise is made for the faith given, and the faith is
given for the promise. Here, again, is the Lord's wheel within a wheel,
which must result in the soul's gain and the Saviour's glory. As an
illustration of what we mean, take the case of Jairus' daughter. Nothing
could be more touohing than the appeal of the anxious parent. He fell
down at Jesus' feet, and besought Him that He would come in to her, for
he had Otl~ only daughter about twelve years of age, and she lay a-dying.
Doubtless, to the appeal He promised to come, for the affiicted parent
hastened home. But Jesus tarried. Oh, how fearfully distressing must
those hours have been! Still He came not. What a death upon His
promise! and, more than this, the child, the beloved and only one, dies
too. Now, of course, it is useless. Jesus might have saved her had He
come before, but it is all over now. Not so; His very tarrying was that
He might show more distinctly His Almighty power in raising her
from the dead, and restoring her to her wondering and amazed parents.
So, beloved, still hope, even if in thine experience there is most certainly
"death upon the promise." Now, beloved, look at and ponder over the
things we have advanced in connexion with the Lord's way of working
in grace and providence. We think they will bear briJlging to the test
of God's Word and the Christian's heart-felt experience, namely, that
the innumerable spiritual mercies we enjoy are the result of the incarnation, doing, and dying of the Lord Jesus Christ: that the underneath
blessing of regeneration is the spring of all those personal joys we
realize: that, in tracing our God as the God of Providence as well
as grace, we see that, although the lot in life is often felt to be hard,
there are blessings lying underneath: that the Lord lets us sometimes have our own way to show us our folly and bring us to nought:
that He thwarts our plans for a wise purpose, and permits us to
meet with opposition by the way, that we may bring forth fruit unto
Him: that He sends us affiictions that we may be enriched in spiritual
things, and suffers the discipline to be severe where there is a needs
be fur it: that He removes an idol that He may occupy the supreme
affections of the heart, and puts death upon the promise to test our
faith. All that we have expressed in the foregoing is necessary to
make us meet to be partakers of the inheritance with the saints in light,
for the blessings of the deep that iieth under shall prepare us for the
blessings of the heaven that stretcheth above all. Oh, what glory there
awaits us!
"By faith we would His mansions view,
And still our heaven-bound course pursue
In spite of earth and hell,
Expecting to be welcomed home
Where sins and foes can never come,
And there in glory dwel!."
Just a word, before we close, to the correspondents of the GOSPEL
Dear fellow-Iabourers,-Do you not find that the Lord will
not let you write anything for His people that bears the stamp of a mere
outward expression, but that He will have it a matter of heart-felt
experience; and that, although in a certain measure you may have felt
what you have written, He ofttimes doubly endorses it by causing you to
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pass through the very experience itself, that you may not be merely! a
hearer of the Word from Him, but a doer of it--that is, one who has to
carry out practically the Word enjoined? And, in the Lord's way of
working, we have also been struck with this point, namely, that we have
been drawn to write concerning a certain course in connexion with
Divine things. We have not known why and wherefore, but very soon
something has arisen that has brought us experimentally to feel that '
what we have written is indeed true. Now, it is just so with us with
regard to the foregoing. It is not for us to bring before you the private
details of one's life, which are only interesting to those concerned;
suffice it to say that much, very much, which we have penned at this
time, on account of a relative trial, has had to be endured, and now
comes the test. The Lord says, "Are you prepared for the calm resignation
under it all, which you would have others maintain when the£r plans are
thwarted, and all seems at cross purposes with them?" Well, beloved, we
can only pray the Lord to help both reader and writer to trust in Him.
Oh, our gracious God, enable us in all our trials and afflictions to be passive
in Thy hands! Pardon our unbecoming fleshly fears, and strengthen our
wavering faith, while we watch with sanctified confidence for "the
bless£ngs of the deep that l£eth under," until-those blessings becoming
merged into the glory of the upper world-we shall join the heavenly host
who are for ever singing, "Blessing, honour, power and glory be unto
Him who sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever."
Amen.
Wanstead.
G. C.

~iIgrhn ~ltutrs.
A WORD OF COMFORT.
BELovED,-A present help in time of need is our God: His presence
fills every vacancy, repairs every loss, satisfies every desire, heals every
breach, and fills every chasm. We are cleansed from the filth of sin by
blood, but we are cleansed from idols by love. When God circumcises
the heart, He takes away the body of the sins of the flesh. Christ
became a Debtor to answer for these by His own circumcision; and, having
much forgiven, we love much; this is true circumcision. The Spirit
applies the atonement, renews the soul, and sheds abroad the Father's
love which burns up all the idols, and is our fiery baptism; and without an
interest in theso things, what should we do under all the crosses, losses,
and disappointments of thi world? What an intolerabl mountain have I
made of a mole-hill, wh n I have undertaken small matters myself, without asking counsel! And oh, 'how many insurmountable obstacles have
flowed down at His presence when favoured only with a transient visit!
The bases of these mountains are uub li f and mistrust, which· are
raised in the carnal mind, and are but temporary at best. God touches
them; they smoke, and the incense goes up under them; but" when He
comes down, the mountains flow down at His presence (Is. Ixiv. 1, 3).
God will support my dear brother. He will bear you up, He will bring
you through. Never does His all-sufficiency more clearly appear than
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when all other props give WIllY, ,vh n (Ill r fuges fail, when 0.11 worldly expectations prove a mi I\rryio womb, and all oreature-comforts a dry
breast. When broken 1st t'n am rl n wat r i "when the labour of the
olive shall fail; whon th T nUb n fruit in th vin i when the flocks
shall be cut off' fr rn th dId, anu. 11 h rd 1 r io. h tl\ll; yet there is
joy in the Lord, and T ~ i in for fl~ith in th
d of salvation."
When I lab ur d h Td and far d wors ; wh n in rlt and tatters';
when barl y- ak 11 and bad water ,vere my only fo d-I had tu bread of
life, and 0. fl wing up of salvation in my heart, and w uld not have
chans d tat 8 with any soul living.
Sharp trial disoover what is at the bottom; and the r m ely, going as
deop a .th di ease, makes the heart sound in hone ty, whi his tb life of
the 11 h i and it makes the heart sound in faith, whioh is the health of
th soul.
Th u wilt feel strange workings within, but sometime suhmi sion to
the divin will, that brings peace; but natural aft otion will undo all
this. 'rhe devil transformed, sounding the bowels of COl'rUpt aft otions, is
his roa terpiece; it is counterfeiting the oil of joy, and is the light that
Ohrist oalls darkness-the light of our own fire, and the spat'ks that we
kindle. This is the Arminian's conversion, and foolish virgin's lamp. It
is the wayside-hearer's glee-the stony-ground-hearer's soil-but, being
nothing more than corrupt affections, the deceitfulness of riches carries
them away from the gracious promises, and makes them as they ever will
be, barren to God. God bless thee, my true yoke-fellow 1-Yours,
W. H., Tl1e Goall1eaver.

A CONTRAST.

IN a day like the present, when "Truth is fallen in our streets and
equity cannot enter," it is no small mercy to find God raising up true and
faithful shepherds here and there, who are led of the Spirit into the
mystery of divine truth, and are made by divine power faithful wi tnesses
of things they have seen and heard. And herein lies the secret power of
a faithful testimony in the mighty working of the Spirit on the soul to
give an experimelltal acquaintance with God's truth.
We have plenty of mongrel Calvinists whose errors are their own, but
their truth other people's; we have an abundance of shepberds who feed
the sheep in the morning, and swine in the evening-men who, in plain
English, declare there are two ways to heaven-one hy God's election,
another by free agency, or the will of man. Thus the people of God,
who have been made to see their lost and ruined condition, and feel
nothing short of a dead lift from an all-powerful Saviour can uo them good,
get puzzled and tormented in mind by the contrarieties presented to them
from the pulpits of the present day. The mixture of grace and worksman's efforts allll Christ's doings are all jumbled together till the poor
soul is ready to exclaim, "Where is the place of understanding?" The
general tone of the divinity of the day clashes with the feelings and longings of the broken-down sinner. He wants a special remedy for personal
ruin. He wants an individual deliverance from merited damnation.
Nothing short of the answer to this prayer: "Say unto my soul, I am
thy salvation," will satisfy a child of God, and this casts to the winds
the generalities of the day, and burns up by one blast from God's
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furnace the Arminianism that dares to set up the efforts of the creature
before the sovereign, irresistible grace of the Triune J ehovah.
In the sermon before us *' we see some grand leading truths which
God's people will recognize as the result of divine teaching: and the
following extracts we give, first as an encouragement to God's children to
pray that He would send forth more labourers into His vineyard-men of
truth, who will preach and live the Gospel. Next, that those who have
opportunity, through their circumstances, may spread and circulate this
and such like sermons of full-weight truth; and thus it may be God's
will to open the eyes of some who are groping for the wall as the blind,
and teach the tremblers in Zion to say: "He hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation."
" Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might
be saved. For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not according
to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the
righteousness of God."-RoM. x. 1, 2, 3 .
. In dividing this text, the preacher present to us three topics:I. God's inherent righteousness.
n. The righteousness God requires.
Ill. The righteousness God has provided.
Upon the first point we extract the following : 1. The holiness and righteousness of God are as far beyond the reach of
our minds as the sun is beyond the reach of our hands; there i~ even a
righteousness of man which is incomprehensible by others of their fellowcreatures. A street Arab, nursed and cradled in crime, brought up in a
den of thieves, though he may know something of the honour which
makes thieves true to one another, would be utterly unable to comprehend
the sense of honour and virtue felt by one thoroughly upright in all his
ideas, and wh<'l had been brought up in the principles of the strictest integrity. Nay, even those who have had every advantage of education and
correct training, seem often to have very lax ideas as to what is really right.
I have known people, in all simplicity, tell me of things they had done which
were really most dishonourable transactions, but which had never struck
them as such until their attention was drawn to it; and we have probably
all of us been guilty in the same manner, though of course differing in
degree. Some nations have very different notions of what is right and
true from others: the French standard of honour, integrity and truth,
for example, is lamentably low, considering the place they hold among
civilized nations. I produce these examples to show that there exists in
the world great ignoronce even of man's righteousness, by which expression I simply mean man's highest standard of what is right and true.
Well then can we conceive that the gulph which separates the ordinary
ideas of God's righteousness from the reality of that righteousness is
wholly immeasurable. God not only is righteous-He is Righteousness.
Now this intense holiness and righteousness of God, mankind would
dwarf into the most insignificant dimensions, until they imagine that
their poor efforts are able to meet its demands. Those are fatally
• "God's Righteousness and Man's," a Sermon preached in St. Peter's Church, Oldham
:rtoad, by the Rev. RELY R. A. SMITH, B.A., Rector of TansIey, M.atlock.
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ignorant of God's righteousness who have never seriously considered
how far out of their reaoh that righteousness is.
2. There is a terrible ignorance as to the righteousneSll which God
requires. Some imagine that He is a God who will make allowance, and
accept the modioum of righteousness which they feel able or disposed to
offer; whereas the fact is that the righteousness which God requires is a
righteousness equal to His own. " Be ye perfect, even as your Father in
heaven is perfect." " Be ye holy, for I am holy." It would imply some
imperfeotion in His character if He could be satisfied with anything that
was imperfect. His law, which is a reflection of Himself, is as hQly, just,
and good as Himself; and" sin is the transgression of the law." Transgression is the overstepping bounds, and does not depend on the amount
by which the bounds are overstepped. "The thought of foolishness is
sin." " He that offends in one point is guilty of all." If this be the
case, what becomes of human righteousness? It was said of certain of
the ancient Greeks that they had arrived at such skill in the art of chariot
driving, that they could drive round the arena a second time in the same
wheel-marks which they had made the first time round, or which had
been made by a chariot which had preceded them, without widening the
track in any portion of the course by a hair's breadth. This was of
oourse but an empty boast, though without doubt they must have
attained to great perfection in the art of driving to have made such an
.idea possible. Their boast, at any rate, will serve us for an illustration.
It is just such an exact following in the track of His holiness that God
requires of us. We are forbidden to transgress it or to widen it, even in
the most infinitesimal degree, and His own all-seeing eye is ever examining our track with a scrutiny that cannot fail to detect the smallest
deviation.
3. The righteousness which God has provided. And here we state
what the foregoing remarKS have proved, that only the righteousness of
God could meet the requirements of God; "and so God was manifest in
the flesh." The Son of God had the requisite knowledge, power, and
will, which enabled Him to follow completely in the track of the divine
righteousness. He never deviated in the minutest degree from it. He
filled up the whole width of its requirements. His life was an exact
transcript of the mind of God, the express image of His Person. Christ
alone had the knowledge requisite for perfect obedience. The apostle,
after exclaiming, "0 the death of the," &c. (Rom. xi. 33), adds:
"Who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been His
counsellor? " There was oue answer to this question; Jesus knew the
mind of God, for He" was in the beginning with God," nay, " the Word
was God;" so completely admitted into the Father's confidence-nay, so
completely of one mind with the Father-that Isaiah not only calls Him
the. "Counsellor," but also the" EVErlasting Father." Therefore it
was just as much His own righteousness that he came to fulfil as His
Father's,-it was the righteousness of the Godhead, among whom there
are no divided counsels, that He came to meet-and indeed we have an
intimation that all the three Persons in the Holy Trinity combined in
providing and fulfilling a perfect righteousness on man's behalf. It is
well for us to remember that Christ was meeting His own requirement
as well as His 1- ather's when He " wrought out and brought in an everlasting righteousness for us;" and that God the Father had a share in
this wondrous work; because there seems to be an idea very derogatory
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to the chflracter both of God the Father and God the Son in much of the
popular literature of the day. What we must describe as much sickly
sentiment is talked of the character of Ohrist. God the Father is represented as stern and inflexible,-Jesus as weak and yielding. We can
fancy a son with a stern, strict, inflexible father, being in great dread of
him, but having a mother who was kind indeed, but weak and yieluingindulgent to his faults, and ever ready to screen him from the just auger
of his father. In much such a light is Jesus represented in many modern
books, especially in religious story-books written for the young, as if the
Son of God were one whit less strict alld exacting in requiring complete
obedience to the divine law than His Father.
And now we come to consider some of the various ways in which, in the
present day, this self-righteous spirit manifests itself. I will pass by the
grosser and more palpable forms of self-righteousness, such as is shown
by those who say-" God is a merciful God-He will make allowancesHe will set off my good deeds against my bad, and then there will not
be found so much amiss in me-I shall pass muster." Or by those who
go still further,-who extol the virtue and nobility of human nature in
general, and, by implication, of their own in particular; because persons
of such description are seldom, if ever, found to show much zeal for God
of any kind whatever. I would rather draw attention to those more
subtle and unsuspected attempts men make to establish their own
righteousness, which lurk under many accepted doctrines and favourite
expressions of those whose religious zeal is unquestioned.
I believe that the doctrine of man's free-will, implied in the urgent
exhortations to all men indiscriminately to turn to Ohrist-the notion
that man can effectually resist the stirrings of God's Spirit in his heartthe denial of the doctrine of final perseverance, and even the apparent
submitting to the righteousness of God, contained in the favourite expression, "We must cling to Ohrist," are all so many subtle forms of
establishing human righteousness. I will speak of them in order.
Th(J religious zeal of the day, we may say, is chiefly manifested in
urgent appeals to the unconverted; they are exhorted to turn to God at
the very present moment-told that there is nothing to prevent their
doing so. So that I have more than once heard it said by the preacher
- " You can all be converted before you leave this church." Now, our
article says-" The condition of man, after the fall of Adam, is su h that
he cann t tUL'n and prepare himself by his own natural strength and g d
works, to faith, and calling upon God." '1'he same article tell us tho.t "we
not only want th gl'Q of God working in us when we ho.v 0. good will
but preventing us," (that i , going before us) that wo ID y hav a good
will.-Art. X. And th
criptures abound with onllrmati n of the
Ohurch's statem nt.
and openness
I will yield to none in pr 1 iming the p l·t t fr n
of salvation; in declaring h t ta," Wh
v r tlJill, 1 t him take of the
water of life freely." "
,
I'y n tbo.t hir teth, come ye to the
waters." "Whosoever shall all up n th nam of the Lord shall be
saved."
" Oome unto me, all y th 0. I' W 1\1'Y and heavy laden." " Him
that cometh unto me I will iu no , i
(l.
\I." Ohrist stands as it were
at an open door, with His bleedin hand
hdw His love, and welcomes
all cumers. But what heed will be paid
tb. e precious words by those
who feel no want of a Saviour, no senso of 8t'n and danger, no spi1'ituat thirst,
and" who are conscious of no burden?" You have drinking fountains in
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city open to all, wher mnn nnd bat alike may drink; but what
use would it be to urge th
wh ji I no tbil'at to come and drink at
them? The proclamation8 f 8alvati nand w loome in the Gospel are
addressed to certain olw.raot,I", not
mankind indisoriminately; to the
" weary," the" thir ty," th "willin j " to tb
wh wore" pricked
to the heart j " and th
n a r y quulifi ati 08 1) r w looming the
Gospel m aA'8 0 m fr ID
d. "'rh vr pal'l\ti n f th heart are
from Him." Hi p pI hall be willing 111 th day f i P wer. To
ntr at and urge p plo to d t
hri t £ r it, is
offer salvation, and
either, fir t, u801 S8 j or, 0 ndly, unnecessary.
It i tlaDl88 t olor salvation to those who fe I no sonse of dan r.
It is tmtlCOC88f.VI'Y to Wl'f/8 those who do feol it to fly to Ohrist, b au , once
convin d of th ir danger, and that Ohrist is the only way of 8 ap , they
will n m re want urging to seek safety in Him than a drowning man
will want urging to size a life-buoy, or a thir ty man stand in n d of
mtrcatic to slake hi thirst at an op n fountain.
It i trang how anxi us men ar to tablish their own righteousness
in m way or other; and, when they have learnt that th y cann t save
th m Iv
ntir ly, they wish at least to keep to themselves the power,
and th l' fore the credit, of acceptinf/ salvation.
But, when they are
brought fully to submit to the righteousness of God, they will ackuowledge
that He was the Author of their faith as well as their salvation, and will
recognize the truth of the Saviour's declaration-" No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him" (John vi. 44).
And then, again, the doctrine so often upheld that God's Spirit strives
equally with every man, and that the whole responsibility of rejecting
or yielding to His influence rests with the individual, is one which
directly tends to establish man's righteousness, making the very turningpoint from death unto life-his very salvation depend upon himself.
~'his doctrine is in direct opposition to the articles of the ChlWclt already
quoted, and also to the Word of God, which tells that those who believe
are "not born of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God"
-that the Holy Spirit is Almighty God, as Almighty as God the J?ather,
or God the Son-" The Father Almighty, the Son Almighty, the Holy
Ghost Almighty "-and, when He enters the lists with man, He carries
all before Him. The proud, rebellious, sinful heart of man may resistnay, does resist--every inch of grouud, but still the grace of God is irresistible; and here, uotice, the word" irresistible" does not imply that which
is not resisted, but that which is resisted and overcomes resistance. Thus,
when we say" a mountain torrent came down with irresistible force" we
understand that trees, bridges, and boulders offered all the opposition in
their lJower; but all in vain, all had to succumb. So in the operation of
the Holy Ghost, though the workings of God's Spirit (unlike a mountain
tonent) may be silent and gradual, their force is such that all opposition
man's heart can offer is, thank God, ineffectual, and this simply because
God is stronger than man-and the Holy Ghost is God.
Another way in which men go about to establish their own righteousness is by denying the doctrine of final perseverance. Those who deny
this doctrine must have the monstrous presumption of supposing that, at
the time when they are in a state of grace and acceptance with God, it is
on account of some recommendation or qualification in themselves. They
claim to possess some righteousness from which to fall, proviug that they
at least are ignornant of the righteousness which God requires and the
YOUL'
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righteousness He has provided. Suppose two boys fall into the water
out of their depth j one tries, though a poor swimmer, to reach the shore
by his own efforts, another gladly rests on the shoulders of a strong
swimmer who has come to his aid. It is evident that it might be presumption of the lad who was trusting to his own swimming powers to say
that he should reach the shore in safety, but it would be no presumption
for him who was trusting to the strength and skill of his preserver.
Those who believe in the possibility of falling from grace evidently know
nothing of salvation by Christ, and are audaciously presuming to insinuate that man's hope of attaining heaven is dependent on his own
efforts.
One more expression we often meet with, whiCH, while it seems to
renounce, is really establishing man's righteousness, or at least a trust in
man's power of self-help. It is the well-known remark: "Oh, yes, I
know we must cling to Christ." I will answer this by an illustration. I
imagine a father going with his child over a narrow and difficult path j
there are precipices on both sides j on the path there are large loose
stones, and holes and brambles j the night is dark; the wind is raging.
Now, if the father were to say to the child, "My child, you must cling to
me, and if you do you will get safely over this dangerous place j" you see
how much would depend on the child, how many ehances there would be
of his never getting safe to his journey's end j his feet might stumble
against the stones, or the stones themselves might roll from under him,
and the brambles might entangle him, and his heart and strength might
fail, and he might relax his hold of his father's skirts, fall down the
precipice, and be dashed to pieces. But, if the father took the child's
hand in his own strong grasp, then there would indeed be a good hope
for the child; he would not then fall unless his father did. Now, God's
simile confirms the latter view of the case. He says: "I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteousness." I do not deny that in
moments of special danger the child would instinctively grasp his father's
hand tight, and would feel a greater sense of safety by so doing j but his
real safety would not depend upon his hold of his father, but upon his
father's hold of him. David felt this, and therefore he did not say, "I must
cling to the Lord," but cried, "Hold Thou up my goings in Thy paths, that
my footsteps slip not."
From the above considerations we may learn that, under many an
accepted and unsuspected phrase of modern religionism, there lurks the
notion, if not of human righteousness, at least of human strength, till the
truth declared by Isaiah-" In the Lord have I righteousness and
strength "-seems hardly needed.

THE CHILD'S CRY.
" You won't hurt me, will you? " So said a little child of three years
old to the doctor who was about to operate. A few sweets and soothing
words quieted the little one, and meanwhile the lancet was passed through
the abscess, and the operation was soon over. The child turned her
angry eyes to the doctor and exclaimed, "I'll tell my dada of you! I'll
tell my dada that you hurt me, that I will!" and as she was carried out
of the house in the arms of her fond mother, the cry was long heard,
"I'll tell my dada, that I will! "
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Have these words no meaning to 0. ohild of God? Oh, that they have!
The throne of grace-the Fo.th r f M roi
the blessedness of knowing
the way of access to God by hrieli-all sp ak the ohild's cry to the heart
of a child of God. When oppr s ed by fears and oares, hard lines in
Providence, and the abs n e of all that onoe oontribut d to make life,
with its many trials, sweet, then the value of the ohild's cry is felt.
There was no other resource in the heart of the little one but to tell her
father. She felt sure, in her tiny heart, of redress-of l30me sort of compensation for injuries inflicted, which she felt, but could not understand.
This was her consolation in suffering, and this was her mode of vengeance
upon him who had hurt her. " I'll tell my dada, that I will!" comprehended all the comfort that the little one stood in need of.
appy mode of vengeance ! Would that the saints of God, under their
wrongs and griefs, took the same course, and plied the throne of grace,
got at the ear of the King of kings, and poured out their complaints after
this fashion! How different this to the usual mode of those
"Who fill a fellow.creature's ear
With the sad tale of all their care!"
But this spirit of liberty to run to the Father is a heaven-born grace.
Ooercion will not drive us there; trouble will not send us there; it is the
drawings of the Father, the love of the Spirit operating upon the will of
the new man, that make the soul a willing suppliant at the throne of
grace. Then the child runs to the Father; then the Spirit in the child
makes the throne of grace a necessity. Troubles, sins, sorrows; rise in
succession j "Oh," says the taught child of God, "I must go to my
Father. I cannot manage these enemies. This cross is too weighty for
my strength. These aggravating Providences are too mighty for my weak
faith. 0 my Father, my Father! appear for me! Save me from 'lowthoughted care,' from a murmuring spirit, from the insinuations of Satan;
, Carest Thou not that we perish? ' " Is not this like the child's cry, under
the pain of the lancet, to the father for help and consolation? " Be not
far from me, for trouble is near, and there is none to help." Such was
the prophetic language that told out the pain and woe of the Surety, as
He stood in the sinner's place, and bore all that the Ohurch of God
deserved, and all that law and justice demanded (Ps. xxii.). "My
Father, if it be possible, remove this cup from me;" the cup of wrath
that hid the face of the Father from the Son of His love. But this could
not be. The way into the holy of holies was to be opened to, and entered
by, the rent vail of Ohrist's flesh; and to this end He must die a painful, shameful death, uncheered by God, forsaken by men; and while the
Gentiles who crucified Him were busy dividing His garments into four
parts, which typed out the triumph of the Gospel all over the world, the
truly harmless Son of God, with the weight of the sins of the Ohurch
upon Him, cried out, "My God, my God, why;.hast Thou forsaken me?"
Thus Jesus passed under all the depths that God's people deserved to
undergo. He came up in resurrection power as their Surety, and however
deep they may have to sink, "the everlasting arms are beneath them."
As the example of the Ohurch, He showed His people the worth and
power of prayer; and, as their Substitute, He satisfies divine justice in
all that they lack. And His blessed word of promise runs thus; "Before
they call, I will answer them, and while they are yet speaking I will
hear."
L.
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By the late beloved" OLD

SARAH," of yeov£l.
God of Israel had unsealed her eyes,
She rose that morning as she used to rise:
And He, who hitherto had ge,tly led
Her tottering steps, supplied her daily bread.
She felt serene and happy in her mind,
Her heart was humbled and her God was kind.
In Him she did so much her inteJ'est see,
That she could say, "Lord, I h;Lve none but Thee."
Her rent was due, the money lllust be paid;
"I know 'tis just," within her."elf she said;
" I have two beds, and I will sdi the best,
My great Emmanuel will pr"vide the rest."
Before His throne she hastened with her suit;
No frown was there that could her claim refute.
Because the mighty Advocate stood by.
Who on His people keeps Bis f.,ithful eye.
She cast her care upon His sovereign will.
In silence waited, and in hope stood still;
For she was counsell'd, at an eH.rly age,
To read and study much the sacred page;
Admir'd with ardour in that b"uk of truth
The heroic Deborah, and the charming Ruth,
And oft repeated, as she pass'd along,
Meek Hannah's lay, anll Mary's holy song,
Who saw by faith the mighty Lord of bosts,
And of His power had made tl'eir bumble boast,
That He who cast creation in His mould,
By that same act will all creati"n hold.
Well satisfied, she hastened to her seatThe 'Word declares tbe idle shall not eatAnd with her needle ply'd her daily task,
Thought on the rest that slJall for ever last.
Mute as she sat and thought on many thingsA widow'd state at times much sorrow bringsTbe door was open'd gently, cautious, slow,
By one who could appreciate eHch woe;
Who, smiling, said, "This letb'r has been sent,
I scarcely know its meaning 01' intent;
To you it is directed, look and see,
You migbt perhaps explain its cause to me;"
And then retired, as if in haste to find
A place to hide the feelings of bel' mind.
The widow rose, the mystery to define,
A five-pound note! but not a single line.
"Ah!" she exclaimed, "where dwells this noble mind,
So rich in thought, so delica! e and kind,
And favour'd thus to bear from God's high throne
This answer quick to meet r.he snppliant's groan?
However deeply bidden from the sight,
This generous deed will surdy come to light;
And all shall see, when all bdure Him stand,
This act recorded by Jehuvah's hand."
THE
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"GREAT GRAOE."
GREAT grace has the great God and Saviour for its Author. Severe
battles have been fpught and glorious victories won by great grace. What
mountains have been removed, sins forgiven, wounds healed, clouds
scattered, souls enlivened, comforted, and saved by'it! What is it which
great grace cannot do? Reader, are you hated by your near relationsyour religion spoken against? Great grace can help you, as in Abel's
case. Are you living where ungodliness greatly prevails? Great grace
can help you to keep close to the Lord, as it did Enoch, who " walked
with God." Are you a labourer in the Lord's vineyard, a preacher of
righteousness, and yet apparently labouring in vain 'i' Great grace can
help you to go on bearing testimony against sin and unbelief, as it did
Noah. Are you tried in family matters-one thing befalling one child,
and another thing happening to another child? Great grace can help
you, as in Abraham's case, who was tried about Ishmael and Isaac. Are
you afraid of man? Great grace can aid you and deliver you therefrom,
as it did J acob, who feared his brother Esau. Are you envied of your
brethren? Great grace can preserve you in the midst of their rage and
malice, as in J oseph's case. Are you pursued by an envious Saul-hunted
about like "a partridge upon the mountain?" Great grace can take
care of you, baffle all the hellish schemes of your enemies, and cause you
to triumph over them, as in David's case. Are you oppressed by man
and devils-urged to do what you cannot do-grounded down in such a
way as to force out cries and groans out of your wounded soul? Great
grace can render you needful and timely help, as in the case of the
oppressed Israelites in Egypt. Are you shut up in prison-your soul
sinking in a low dungeon-your prayers seemingly disregarded? Great
grace can yield you strength, open a way of escape, and bring your soul
out of prison, as in Jeremiah's case. Are you suffering acute internal
pain, like, in some respects, to the lost, "cast out of GOd\1 sight?" Great
grace can effect an escape from "the belly of hell," as in J onah's case.
Are you suffering from the loss of temporal wealth, the loss of bodily
health, and the comforts of religion? Great grace can enable you to
bear all patiently, and bring you out of the trial, as in Job's nase. Are
you despised on account of speaking the truth before those who hate itthreatened-put on low diet? Great grace can blessedly support your
soul, as in the case,of Micaiah. Are you threatened, by those who employ
you, with the loss of your situation, if you do not comply with their
requests? Great grace can cause you to determine rather to suffer death
than sin against God, and do that which would make your conscience
your enemy, .as in the case of the three Hebrew children and David.
Are you guilty? Great grace can pardon you. Polluted? Great grace
can cleanse you. Or fallen? Great grace can raise you. Or sick? Great
grace can heal you. Or wandering? Great grace can restore you. Or
entangled? Great grace can liberate you. Or tempted? Great grace
can succour you. Or feeling lost? Great grace can save you. Or
bur9-ened? Great grace can ease you. Or dark? Great grace can enlighten you. Great grace can make devils tremble and flee away, as in
the case of the man who had his dwelling among the tombs. It can
quicken the dead and humble the proud, as in the case of Lazarus, and
Saul of Tarsus. How trying it is, when the Lord appears as if He
suspended His gracious dealings with the soul whom He has favoured
for a length of time by blessing it, and permits it well-nigh to sink into
NN
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despair, so that the soul cries out, "Will He be favourable no more?
Hath the Lord forgotten to be gracious? "
Suppose a tradesman had
been favoured with a good customer for many years, and had been much
helped in business by him, and all at once the good customer should cease
to have dealings with him, how much he would miss him! How anxious
he would be to know the reason why he did not deal with him as
formerly! Soul-business seems, at times, at a standstill, and, unless the
poor sinner is supplied with capital from Him who has unsearchable
riches, he cannot continue rightly treading in the Gospel market. Great
grace is a good prison companion. It is the best companion for the sickroom; dying-bed; in dark nights; in sad plights; in desperate fights;
in the field; coal-pit; grassy wayside; in the pulpit; in the pew; in the
hospital; in the workshop; in the kitchen; in the parlour; the magistrate's bench, and the judge's seat; the king's throne, and the peasant's
cottage. With great grace for a companion mountains can be climbed;
hills of difficulty overcome; high walls leaped over, and troops of adversaries run through. It is particularly sweet and refreshing to feel great
grace as a companion when praying, preaching, reading, or hearing the
Word, or writing to a friend, or of one. How well protected is he who
has great grace for his hourly companion! Great grace will make good
masters and servants. It will make drunkards sober; liars truthful;
dishonest persons honest; the lazy industrious; the unclean clean; the
covetous contented; the miserly liberal; the proud humble; the lofty
lowly; the mean mealy and frank; the malicious meek; the unforgiving
forgiving; the hot-headed cool and collected, and the stammerer to speak
plainly. Oh, what depths it brings sinners up from! Oh, what heights
it rises them up to! How much the Lord Jesus Ohrist did by great grace
when He was upon earth! How much He has accomplished by it since
His return to heaven! There are many, both in heaven and earth, who
can tell of the wonderful things the Lord has done for them, and in them,
by great grace.
F. F.
Tetbury.
HAVE YOU TOLD JESUS?
A MOURNFUL time was it for the disciples of John the Baptist. He had
been taken from them and cast into prison. They had, doubtless, hoped
that Herod would relent, and in time release him; but no release was to
be his, except the one from a prison to a throne at God's right hand.
Herod, at the instigation of the wicked Herodias, had sent and had John
beheaded in prison; and, when his followers heard the sad news, that
their hopes were no longer of any use, they went and took up the body
of him they loved so much and buried it, "and went and told Jesus."
They knew how loving and sympathizing He was. Some of them may
have been present when He stopped the funeral outside Nain, on its way
to the burial-place, and have seen Him restore the only son to his
widowed mother. They knew that He who had had compassion on her,
and had said, "Weep not," would feel for them in their sorrow in the
loss of him of whom Jesus Himself had said, "Among those that are born
of women, there is not a greater than John the Baptist." We are not
told how He comforted them, but we know how He would not hear their
mournful story without doing so. All we are told is that, when He
heard of the death of John, "He departed by ship into a desert place."
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erhaps He took with im th stri k n dis iples, that, in the quiet of
that unfrequented plao I
mi ht t n h th m m re of Himself-of Him
whose way John wa s nt t pr par im f whom John thought
himself unworthy
t p down and un!
h . And if, through
this sore aflli ti n, th y were led to think m r hi hly f J eStis, they
would see that th r was a wise reason in letting th trial b fall them.
We have our trial ; do they have the same effect upon u?
th y lead
us to
and tell Jesus? You may be mourning the loss of a beloved
husband; the desire of your eyes may have been taken away, and you
are left d 8 late. Have you told Jesus how sad and lonely you feel?
av you pread your every want before Him, and asked Him to direct
and provide for you? Ah! unless you have done so, you know not His
boundle
tore of comfort. He has promised to be the widow's God, the
u band of her thus bereft, and yet He would have you ask Him so to
b.
1', perhaps, it is for a child you mourn-a littll3 one it may bewho, by Its pretty ways and lovely form, had made you feel it almost
nee ssary to your happiness; and yet it is not, for God has taken it. Now,
perhaps, you do not feel that such a sore trial can be well. You long for
the little one again; you long for His presence again on earth, who would
be able to raise your child, and then you remember He is no longer
among men in the form of man, and in the bitterness of your grief you
would say, "Call me not N aomi, but call me Marah; for the Lord hath'
dealt bitterly with me." But, although your child may not now be raised,
the same Jesus who raised J airus's daughter still liveth. He feels for
your woe, as He did for that stricken father's. Go and tell Him all
your trouble; as He sympathized, we are sure, with John's mourning
disciples, so will He with you; and He will also, in answer to your
prayers, give you grace to say, "Thy will be done." Whatever may be
your trial, oh, bear it not alone, but tell Jesus, and thus feel that He
shares that trial or burden. But not only of our sorrows, cares, and burdens
may we tell Jesus. He who tells us to "Rejoice with those who do
rejoice, as well as weep with those who weep," must surely sympathize
WIth us in our joys. He who wept with Martha and Mary at the grave
of their only brother, surely rejoiced with them when at His word Lazarus
came forth restored to them, recalled from the land of spirits once more
to tread this earth, and care for those who loved him so much. Has God
in tender love given you a little one-a tiny darling for your very own?
and as you look at the little face you love so much, the little form so
beautifully made, have you thanked God for the gift and the joy that
comes with it? Or, perhaps, you are rejoicing in a family come to years
of companionship-the whole left with you, not one taken-all seeming
likely to grow up a comfort to you, a blessing in the various spheres in
which they may be placed; and, in the joy you feel at being thus blessed,
have you poured out your heart in gratitude to God? Have you told
Jesus of your happiness? Or, it may be, dear aged Christian friend, that
you feel yourself very near the end of life, and you are looking forward
with great joy to being for ever with your Lord. When you read in
your Bible of heaven, you long to reach that glorious abode of the
redeemed, and cast yourself at Jesus' feet, and spend eternity in ceaseless
praise to Him through whose death alone you shall have reached
heaven's glories. But have you told Jesus of all the joy you feel at the
thought of seeing Him, and never more leaving His presence? True,
He knows all that we feel; but don't you think He likes us to feel that
NN2
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Re is such a Friend, that we must go direct to Him with all our joys and
sorrows? When some great pleasure comes, we long to tell it to our
dearest friend; when some sore trial reaches us, we long for the loving
sympathy of the friend that is nearest to our hearts. Far more loving,
far more sympathizing, than the dearest earthly friend is Jesus. To Him,
then, let us ever turn, sure that He will never send us away unheard,
uncared for, whether we go in our joy or our SOl'l'OW.

SAVING FAITH, NOT SPECULATIVE THEORY.
rWE feel that, in days like those, we noed not offer any apology for repro(lucing the annexed. It comes to us from the sister isle in tract form. We
rejoice in its dissemination, and are thankful also to know that, although
ten years have well nigh passed away since his letter first appeared
in the Reeor-d, the esteemed writer still lives and labours in the parish
where his epistle was dated. Moreover, the subsequent productions of
his pen prove he has by no means become dissatisfied with the good old
beaten track to the kingdom, in the which "the wayfaring man,"
though a fool, shall not err. The testimony of the writer of the subjoined
letter (the Rev. R. W ALRER) is in perfect accordance with that of the
venerable Bishop, particulars of whose departure from this vale of tears we
give in the present number of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Both were men of
high intellectual attainment and University standing, even as those whose
departure from the common faith is so notorious; but how different the
position of these men! We sometimes glance at the portraits (as exhibited in the shop-windows) of COLENSO and DENISON, PUSEY and BENNETT
-all men white with age, and rapidly descending the down-hill of life.
We contrast them, in all the unrest and dissatisfaction of their wavering
and speculative theories, with the simple, child-like, Bible-faith of a
departing RODEN and DALY, or those living-but no less venerablewitnesses for God and truth, the DEANS of RIPON, CARLISLE, and GLOUCESTER. How great the difference! how vast the distinction! How to
be dreaded the apostacy of the one class j how to be desired the hope
and trust-peace and satisfaction-of the other !-EnITOR.]
"FAITH THE GIFT OF GOD."

THE following remarkable letter appeared in The Recor-d of October 20th,
1862. It is the blessed testimony to "the truth as it is in Jesus" of
a scholar, in every respect the equal of those men who lately have so
audaciously assailed God's Word:"To the Editor- of ' The Record.'
"SIR,-You well observe, in a recent article, that the public is becoming
accustomed to the strange vagaries on the Bible which men of learning
and high position in the Church seem so constantly falling into.
" I should be glad to express, through the medium of your columns,
what appears to me the secret of all this; and I the rather desire to do
so, because I am myself a monument of the delivering power and mercy
of God in this very matter.
" It is very observable that almost all the men who have thus notoriously erred from the way of the truth, are men of some kind of eminence in natural ability. Of Mr. Maurice I cannot say I think that even
in natural thingiJ he excels in distinctness of ideas, or the power of
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learly dis.:erning nice difi·r Xl
and especially Bishop 1 u , OJ'lnot b o.ttJ:ibuted to any confusion of
mind as to things whi h dill
th ir mill ut honours at Oambridge
forbid ourtaking th t vi ,. Besid s, kn w, £r ID pa t :perience in the
same gloomy soh 1, that the poa e i n £ v ry onsidl rable natural
acumen does Xl t in th 1 ast degree aid a man wh so mind is perplexed
about the foundati n f Bible truth.
" As to th bj oti ns urged by the above gentlem n to the generallyreceived vi w of ripture and the doctrines whioh flow 0 imm diately
from its simpl and spiritual acceptance as the Word of God, th y know
as w 11 as w do that they are hackneyed and as old as our fallen nature,
but th n that d es not remove them; they cannot receive the simp,le
accounts of ripture because they have not Divine faith. I remember
wh n
first beg,an to read the Bible [and I thought I was sinoerely
s king th truth J I was miserable because I could not believe; I dared
not r ~ et any statement I found there, but I could not fully believe it
was tru. The Bishop of Natal just expresses what I felt, and the fact
that w took exactly the same University honours [in different years of
o Ul'S ] makes tme sympathize with him peculiarly. My own history
wo. just this :-1 had read and studied deeply in mathematics, had
mastered every fresh subject I entered upon with ease and delight; had
become accustomed [as every mathematician must do] to investigate
and discover fundamental differences between things which seem to the
uninitiated one and the same; had seen my way into physical astronomy
and the higher parts of Newton's immortal' Principia,' and been frequently lost in admiration of his genius till St. Mary's clock warned me
that midnight was past three hours ago. I had in fact [as we say1
made myself master of dynamics and become gradually more and more
a believer in the unlimited capabilities of my own mind! This selfconceited idea was only flattered and fostered by eminent success in the
Senate House, and by subsequently obtaining a Fellowship at Trinity,
and enjoying very considerable popularity as a mathematical lecturer.
" It would have spared me many an hour of misery in after days had I
really felt what I so often said, viz., that the deeper a man went into
science, the humbler he ought to be, and the more cautious in pronouncing an independent opinion on a subject he had not investigated, or
could not thoroughly sift. Though all this was true, I had yet to learn
that this humility in spiritual things is never found in a natural man.
" I took orders, and began to preach, and then, like the Bishop among
the Zulus, I found out the grand deficit in my theology. I had not
the Spirit's teaching myself, and how could I without it speak' in demonstration of the Spirit and of power? '
" In vain did I read Ohalmers, Paley, Butler, Gaussen, &c., and determine that, as I had mastered all the other subjects I had grappled with,
so I would the Bible, and that I would make myself a believer. I
found a poor, ignorant old woman in my parish more than a match for
me in Divine things. I was distressed to find that she was often happy
in the evident mercy of the Lord to her, and that she found prayer
answered, and that all this was proved sincere by her blameless and
harmless walk amongst her neighbours; whilst I, with all my science and
investigation, was barren, unprofitable, and miserable-an unbeliever in
heart, and yet not daring to avow it, partly from the fear of man, but
more hom a certaiu inward conviction that all my sceptical difficulties
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would be crushed and leaped over by the experience of the most illiterate
Christian.
"I was perfectly ashamed to feel in my mind like Voltaire, Volney,
or Tom Paine. I could claim no originality for my views; and I found
they were no comfort, but a constant source of misery to me.
" May we not compare this kind of state to that which God speaks of
in Jer. xlix.-' Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of
thine heart?' And observe what follows :-' Hear the counsel of the
Lord .
Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out.'
" It may now be asked how I came over to view Divine truth differently. I desire to ascribe all praise to Him to whom power belongeth ;
I desire to put my own mouth in the dust, and be ashamed, and never
open my mouth any more, because of my former unbelief. I cannot
describe all I passed through, but I desire with humility and gratitude
to say I was made willing in a day of Christ's power. He sweetly
melted down my proud heart with His love; He shut my mouth for ever
from cavilling at any difficulties in the written Word; and one of the
first things in which the great change appeared was, that whereas beforetime preaching had been misery, now it became my delight to be able to
say, without a host of sceptical or infidel doubts rushing into my mind,
, Thus saith the Lord.' I am quite certain no natural man can see the
things of God; and I am equally certain he cannot make himself do so.
, It was the Lord that exalted Moses and Aaron,' said Samuel; and,
, By the grace of God, I am what I am,' said St. Paul; and so, in a
modified and humble sense, I can truly say.
" It used to be a terrible stumbling-block to me to find so many learned
men, so many acute men, so many scientific men, infidels. It is not so now;
I see that God has said, 'Not many wise men after the flesh, not many
mighty, not many noble;' I see, as plainly as it is possible for me to see
anything, that no natural man can receive the things of the Spirit of God.
Hence I expect to find men of this stamp of intellect coming out boldly
with their avowals of unbelief in the written Word of God. The only
answer I can give to them is, 'God has in mercy taught me better;' and
never do I sing those beautiful words in the well-known hymn, but I feel
my eyes filling with tears of gratitude to the God of all compassion," , Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God.'
" So it was with me; so it must be with anyone of them if ever they
are to know the truth in its power, or to receive the love of the truth that
they may be saved.
" I feel very much for the young of this generation, remembering the
conflicts I passed through in consequence of the errors of men of a:'i!.ity.
I hope the Lord will graciously impress on many hearts the serious truth
of the words, ' Not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit;' and
, The wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.' My own way of
explaining it to myself and others, when required to do so, is by saying,
, It is not the mind, but the affections which receive true religion.' 'Knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth.'
"Apologizing for occupying so much room,
I beg to remain, my dear sir,
" A FORMER FELLOW OF TmNITY COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE.
" Wymesu,old Vicarage, Loughborough, October 15th, 1862."
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A VBlt voluabl w rk. It is designed for th u
f Bibl - 1 ss and
nbbntb· 1 1 t a h rs, for ministers of the Gosp I, and th l'S who
may wjah to ha l' ady at hand the results of biblical inv tigati n in a
n oi nt and ndensed form. It consists of four parts; th :fir t part
ontaina a n i view of the Evidences of Revealed Heligion; the econd
and third part are introductions to the Old and New Testaments, giving
0. hi t ry £ the original texts, and a notice of each partioular book, to
whi hi o.ppended an account of the Apocryphal books and the writings
f th o.p stolic fathers; the fourth part is devoted to a oonsidQration of
th
rinciples of Biblical Interpretation, and the volume concludes with
sorn facsimiles of ancient New Testament manuscripts,
The study of the Evidences of Revealed Religion is, we consider, one
f the most important studies which can possibly be pursued. We have
in years gone by for ourselves experienced its value, and therefore we
would strongly recommend it to others. It would be well if every
Christian could be thoroughly grounded in it, and that the attention of
those who are inclined to scepticism could be directed to it. The Christian religion stands upon a noble basis; it is supported by indubitable
proofs, and it is of the utmost importance that that basis and those
proofs should be universally known.
In the volume before us the Evidences of Revealed Religion are thus
treated: First, the genuineness, authenticity, and credibility of the
Gospel narratives are shown from external and internal evidences.
Secondly, the genuineness, &c., of the other books of the New 'restament. Thirdly, the inseparable connexion between the New Testament
and the Old. And, fourthly, the authenticity and credibility of the
various books of the latter. How excellent is the following on experimental evidence ! "We cominow to the argument from personal experienee. To receive Christ in
sincerity and truth, is to know that His salvation is from God. Many thousands have
thus a full and joyous conviction of the truth of Christianity. They were oppressed by
a deep consciousness of guilt, which no tears of sorrow nor supposed good works could
remove. But they read in the Holy Scriptures that Jesus is 'the Lamb of God which
taketh away the sin of the world.' They put their trust in His atoning sacrifice, and
thus obtained peace of conscience, and joyous access in prayer to God as their Father in
heaven. They were earthly in their affections, and able, therefore, to render to God'g
holy and spiritual law only an obedience of the letter, which they knew would not be
acceptable. But through faith in Christ they have been lifted up to a holy and blessed
communion with God, and thus enabled to render to God's law an obedience of love 'in
the spirit, and not in the letter.' They were oppressed with a painful sense of the
empty and unsatisfying nature of everything earthly; but they have found in Christ and
His glorious sel'vice an all-sufficient portion. In a word, they are assured that the
Gospel is from God, because it meets all their wants as sinners. They have the same
evidence that God made tho Gospel for the immortal soul, as that He nlade bread for the
stomach, air for the lungs, and light for the eyes. The sincere believer has in himself
the witness that the Gospel is from heaven, for he is daily experiencing its healinb
strengthening, and purifying power. To tell him that the Bible is a cunningly-devised
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fable, is like telling a man who daily feeds on 'the finest of the wheat,' and is nourished
aud strengthened by it, that the field of golden grain which waves before his door is
OIlly wormwood and !(all; or that the pure water from the bosom of the earth, which
daily quenches his thirst, is a deadly poison; or that the blessed air of hea von, which
feeds his lungs, is a pestilential vapour. Not until error becomes the nutrimont of the
soul, and truth its destruction, can this nrglunent from personal experience be set aside or
gainsaid."

Heart Life. By TREODORE L. OUYLER, D.D., Pastor of Lafayette
Avenue Ohurch, Brooklyn. Pp. 139. London: Hodder and Stoughton.
SHOltT papers by an American writer, intended to be a closet and
travelling companion to Ohristians j to which is added an interesting
account of some of our most popular hymns and celebrated hymnists.
The following quotations will give some idea of the contents : -

" Where does the dividing line run between true religion and the world? We answer,
that it runs just where God's Word Jiluts it; and a conscience whi"h is enlightened by the
Word and by prayer does not commonly fail to discover it. Whe.-e God is dishonoured,
or even ignored, is the wrong side. Where Christ would be likely to go, if He were on
earth, is the right side. But where a Christian would be ashamed to have his Master find
him, there he ought never to find himself.
" There is a class of weak-handed and feeble-kneed professors in Christ's Church who
are self-made invalids. Their spiritual debility is the direct result of their own sins and
shortcomings. In their case, as in the physical hygiene, disease is the inevitable punishment of transgressions against the laws of health. . . . . If this brief paragraph falls
under the eye of any spiritual dyspeptic, let us offer to him two or three familiar counsels.
1. You need a wholesome diet. Instead of the surfeit of daily newspapers and political
journals, or the spiced stimulants of fiction, give your hungry soul the bread of life. Your
moral powers are weak for want of nourishment. There has been a starvation of Bibletruth, of sound experimental works, of inspiring religious biography, of 'books that are
books.' Nothing will give sinew and bone to your piety like the thorough reading and
digestion of the Bible. All the giants in the history of the Church have been large and
hungry feeders on the Bible. 2. You want exercise. God has given you powers and
faculties and affections to serve Him with. But from want of use those limbs of the soul
are as powerless as the bodily limbs of a fever patient who has not left his couch for a
fortnight. Never will you recover your appetite for the Word and the ordinal'lces, never
will the flush of spiritual joy mantle your countenance, until you have laid hold of hard,
self-denying WORK. Nothing will impart such earnestness to your prayers as to spend an
hour before them by the bedside of the sick, or in close conversation with an inquirer for
salvation. . . • . Dyspeptic brother! we commend to you the double remedyBible-diet and Bible-duty.
" The Lord of glory bestowed on Charles Wesley the high honour of composing the
finest heart-hymn in the English tongue. If the greatest hymn of the cross is 'Rock of
Ages,' and the greatest hymn of providence is Cowper's 'God moves in a mysterious
way,' and the grandest battle-hymn is Martin Luther's 'God is our refuge,' then it may
be said also that the queen of all the lays of holy love is that immortal song, 'Jesus,
lover of my soul.'
" The one central, all-pervading idea of this' matchless hymn is the soul's yearning for
its Saviour. The figures of speech vary, but not the thought. In one line we see a
storm-tossed voyager crying out for shelter until the tempest is over. In another line
we see a timid, tearful child nestling in its mother's arm~, with the words faltering on the
tongue, Let me to thy bosom fly!
Hangs my helpless soul on Thee.'
" Two lines of the hymn have been breathed fervently, and often out of bleeding hearts.
When we were once in the valley of the death-shade, with one beautiful child in its newmade grave, and the other threatened with fatal disease, there was no prayer which we
uttered oftener than this : , Leave, ah! leave me not alone;
Still support llnd comfort me.' "
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Bede's Charity. By the Author of "Jessica's First Prayer," &c. London:
Religious Tract Society. Pp. 228.
AN excellent story, depicting the evils of pride, and the patient resignation of a Ohristian woman under circumstances of peculiar trial. It is
got up in an attractive style, and is well bound and ..illustrated.
Acceptable Words for every Day of the Year. Oollected and arranged by
S. M. L. London: Religious Tract Society. Pp. 282.
OHOICE extracts from old Divines on various passages of Scripture,
arranged for every day of the year. Such as the following:"December 16.-'The life that I now live in the Hesh, I live by the faith of the Son of
God' (Gal. ii. 20). CQnsider, oh! Christian, whoever thou art, God hath not trusted thee
with grace enough beforehand for one month, no, not for a week, a day. Nay, thou hast
not grace enough beforehand for the performance of the next duty, or the conquering of
the next temptation. Why so? That thou mayest learn to live by continual dependence
upon Jesus Christ; study that life, it is very mysterious, but exceeding precious. Had
we our stock beforehand, we should quickly spend all, and prove bankrupts. God hath
laid up all our treasure of wisdom, righteoU1mess, sanctification, and redemption in Jesus
Christ, and will have us live from hand to mouth, that so we might be safe, and God's
free grace exalted."-THoMAS CASE, 1644.

Our Own Fireside, The Day of Days, and Home Words. These excellent
periodicals are all under the able editorship of the Rev. OHARLES BULLOOK,
of Worcester. They are worthy of a place in every home.
The Gardener's Magazine. Oonducted by SHIRLEY HIBBERD, Esq. Most
useful to all who take an interest in gardening. The number before us
contains "Short Notes for Small Gardens," "Oultivation and Pruning
of Fruit-trees," "Oalendar of Garden Work," "An Account of Stamford
House," with two illustrations, &c.
The British Workwoman. Well illustrated, ·and filled with useful
matter.
We have also received Pastoral Letters, by the Rev. JOHN HOBBSj The
Bible Plan Viifolded; The Epistle to the Hebrews, a Revised Translation;
The Story of the Nile; Sunshine and Shadow in Kattern' 8 Life; and
Sturdy Jack.
THE LORD'S PASTORAL.
PSALM xxiii.
JESUS allays those agonies that rend my soul in twain,
He gently probes and" bindeth up," and" maketh whole" again.
No brother's love for" gentleness" with His can ever vie,
Assuaging ev'ry bitter pang of sin's deep malady.
In wondrous visits of His skill, He sheds such health abroad,
His presence all my " want" supplies, and gives me rest in God.
"To pastures green" He guides my soul, and there, "restored," I stay,
" Beside the waters, still" and clear, " He leads me" day by day.
Oh! the sweet pressure of His hand! it vibrates through my frame;
His smiles distil like honey-dew, of everlasting fame.
In the dear whispers of His love, what thrilling joy I find!
Such well-springs to my thirsty soul! such heart's-ease to my mind!
Oh, quenchless, "over-running" stream, of Shepherd-goodness free!
"His staff' to comfort," "rod to guide," "in mercy follows me,"
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" My head" He gladly consecrates with rich" anointing oil,"
And from" salvation's cup" I share His priestly life and spoil.
He "spreads His table" bounteously" with corn and oil and wine,"
But is "Himself" my sustenance, though "all He hath is mine."
Safe in the grace by which I know the peace of caneell'd sin,
" I eat His flesh, and drink His blood," and "life eternal" win!
Now, "in the footsteps of Thy flock," oh, let me daily go,
And "follow on to know Thee, Lord," as Thou Thy fold doth know!
'Tis for Thy righteous "name's sake," Lord, that I tbis place possess,
And in Thy" saints' inheritance," "the crown of righteousness."
No "shadow" in that pasturage" of death or evil fear,"
But "valleys" clotb'd in living green, for Thou, "the Lamb," art there.
Lord Jesus, all Thy tender flock Thy gentle voice doth guide,
And all their way to glory Thou dost "shew Thy hands aud side."
Oh! with what longing, breaking heart they watch, in faith and love,
The promised day that calls them home within "Thy house" above!
" Light of that morning without clouds," come, break this dreary night!
Thou Pole-Star of their pilgrimage, their Day-spring and delight.
" Chief Shepherd" of Thy ransom'd flock, "appear, and quickly come !"
And fetch Thy Bride-elect away with hallelujahs home!
There shall she chaunt the nuptial-song, in full seraphic chord,
And at Thine own right hand shall" dwell for ever with the Lord."
Plymouth.
O. F. O.

THE LATE LOVED AND LAMENTED BISHOP OF OASHEL.
STRANGE to say, particulars respecting the death of our 'late loved and
much-lamented Bishop have only just reached us. We hasten, therefore,
to place them before our readers. The extracts which we shall give in our
present number are from a very interesting document entitled, "The
Report and Proceedings of the Synods of vVaterford and Lismore, held
in the Session of 1871-72." This pamphlet is especially interesting to
ourselves, inasmuch as it contains so much information, in connexion with
the recent changes in the Ohurch of Ireland, about localities and the
brethren with whom we were so long and agreeably associated.
DEATH OF THE LORD BISHOP OF OASHEL,
On Friday, February 16th, 1872.
ROBERT DALY, Bishop of Cashel, has gone to "the rest" which
remaineth "for the people of God." At eight o'clock on Friday night
the note of the funeral bell from the steeple of his Oathedral announced
to the citizens of Waterford that a great and good man, who had long
dwelt in their midst, was departed. It was well-known during the day
that his hours were numbered, and that the end was nigh at hand.
Rich and poor, old and young, heard the tidings with solemnized feelings. Death levels all ranks, and draws forth sympathy from every
child of Adam. The good old patriarch's end was calm and peaceful;
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he "fell asleep," and so passed from "the miseries of this sinful world"
to the joyful presence of the Lord and Master whom he served.
He was second son of the Right Hon. Denis Daly, of Dunsandle, in the
county of Galway, by Lady Hariett, only daughter of the Earl of Farnham. His father was a noble patriot, the friend of l~lood, of Ourran, and
of Grattan; and one of the leaders of the tried and trusted band of
country gentlemen who loved their native land, and struggled for its
independence in 1782. Mr. Daly died young, and left a numerous progeny. His eldest son, James, who also represented the county of Galway,
was raised to the peerage as Lord Dunsandle.
The Bishop of Oashel was born at Dunsandle, on the lOth of June,
1783. He was educated, first at Dr. Stocks' famous school, at Delganny,
in the county of Wicklow, and subsequently at Dr. Moore's at Donnybrook. He entered Trinity Oollege, Dublin, in 1799, and graduated
A.B. in 1803, A.M. in 1832, and D.D. in 1843. His collegiate career
was a distinguished one. At the commencement of 1803 he came out as
a "gold medalist." This distinction was at this time awarded only to
those students whose answering at every examination was of a most
superior character. At the same "commencements" his fellow-student
and friend, Francis Blackburn, afterwards Lord Ohancellor of Ireland,
was also a "gold medalist." He afterwards proceeded to St. Mary's
Hall, Oxford, where he took an "ad eundem" degree. After the Bishop
had graduated he was for some time undecided as to his profession, and
at one period intended to enter the army. He even held a commission in
the Galway Militia for a few short months. At last he made his selection
and determined to take orders. He was ordained deacon, by letters
dimissory, at Kilmore, May 17th, 1807, and was admitted to priest's
orders at Ferns in 1808. He preached his first sermon at Mulrankin
Church, in the diocese of Ferns, June 14th, 1807. His next curacy was
at Toemhaggard. Here he ministered from 1807 to 1810. He was then
from 1810 to 1814 curate of Newcastle, diocese of Dublin and Glendalough. In 1809 he was appointed to one of the prebends of St. Finn
Ban"s (Ohrist Ohurch), Oork, which stall he held until 1843.
From 1814 to 1840 he was prebendary of Stagonil, which gave him
a seat in the Ohapter of St. Patrick's, Dublin, and with it he was the
Rector of Powerscourt. By this title his name was a household word
in the Irish Ohurch. In every "good word and work" Robert Daly
of Powerscourt was first and foremost. Early in his ministry he became
.thoroughly evangelical in his doctrinal views. He was one of a devoted
band who preached" Ohrist and Him crucified" in His fulness and freeness. Amongst his predecessors or associates were Matthias, of the
Bethesda; Peter Roe, of Kilkenny; Henry Irwin, afterwards Archdeacon of Emly, and men of like mind. Through" evil report and
good report" he proclaimed "the grace of God which bringeth salvation," and many were" the seals" to his ministry. In Powerscourt the
fine band of Protestant yeomen to whom he ministered adored him.
Robert Daly was a plain but sound and earnest preacher; at times
eloquent; always impressive. Prophetical meetings and meetings of the
clergy were continuously held at his rectory, and the younger clergy
gathered to a spot where they were ever welcomed with genial kindness
and warm hospitality. The great societies which sprung up in the
Ohurch in the early part of the century called forth his hearty support.
~he Jews' Society, the Sunday School Society, the Irish Society, and
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such causes, found him a warm and zealous advocate. But, best of all,
he loved" the Bible Society." Much of its success was owing to him.
One of the most exciting scenes of his eventful life took placo in Carlow, where, in the year 1824, and on the 18th November, he attonded a
meeting of the Bible Society held in that town. Colonel Rochfort presided. The deputation consisted of Rev. R. DaIy, R. B. T. Pope (who
afterwards had the celebrated discussion with Mr. Maguire), and W.
Wingfield. A number of Roman Catholic clergy attended the meeting,
and a most exciting discussion took place between the deputation and
six of the priests, who were-Rev. Mr. Kinsella, Rev. Mr. Nalan, Rev.
Mr. Sweeney, Rev. Mr. Clowry, Rev. Mr. O'Connell, and Rev. Mr.
Maher. The discussion continued next day, and ended in a tumult in
consequence of a challenge from Rev. Robert Daly, inviting six Roman
Catholic priests to meet six Protestant clergymen in the Rotundo, in
Dublin, in January, 1825, to discuss "the sufficiency and authority of the
Scriptures." The priests refused to do so. Some days after, the Rev.
R. DaIy sent the same challenge to the Rev. Mr. Clowry from Powerscourt. The letter inviting the discussion is dated from Powerscourt,
November 22nd, 1824, and was published in the Oarlow Post.
A fearless champion of God's Word and of Protestant truth, Robert
Daly never quailed before the face of man. In the stormy times of his
earlier career his pen was ready and his tongue was not silent. With
O'Connell, in his most powerful days, the Bishop measured his strength
and was not defeated; and the ablest contJ:oversialists of the Church of
Rome were fearlessly encountered, and full often smitten "hip and
thigh."
Archbishop Whately and the Rev. Robert Daly had, in the olden time,
many polemic encounters, although in late years the Archbishop learned
to honoul' his consistency and to appreciate his worth. The vexed question of Scriptural Education was the great bone of contention. An open
Bible for every child in the school-room was Robert Daly's rule of faith.
This was his standard, and his motto was" No surrender." The present Archbishop was his loved and loving friend.
In the year 1840 the important Deanery of St. Patrick's, Dublin, became vacant. The appointment rested with the Chapter. The Evangelical party put forward the Rector of Powerscourt. The Archbishop's
party chose Dr. Wilson, afterwards :Bishop of Cork. Wilson was declared elected, but two of the votes given for him were objected to, and,
after a lengthened suit, disallowed by the delegates. The Rev. Robert
Daly was declared duly elected to the Deanery, and was soon after installed. His term of office was, however, but short. The death of Bishop
Sandes made the See of Cashel vacant, and in 1843 the Queen, on the
recommendation of Earl de Grey, then Lord-Lieutenant, appointed the
Very Rev. Robert DaIy, Lord Bishop 0:( Cashel.
He has filled the See for more than twenty-eight years, and he has
ruled it well. With strong will and great determination his force of character was soon apparent. He may not always have done what was
most judicious or expedient, but his single aim was to do what was right
in the sight of God regardless of the world's opinion. He was respected
by all, and loved by his clergy. He gathered them about him like a
father, at his great clerical meetings, and he presided with judgment,
learning, and ability. His hospitality to his clergy was unbounded; his
generosity to full many of them, ill their season of sorrow, was large-
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hended, and known only to themselves. He" was a lover of good men,"
and, although often apparently brusque in manner, his heart was full of
kindness, and his good nature was never deficient. He was greatly opposed to the Ritualistic party. Faithfully preaching the Gospel himself,
he encouraged others to follow in his track. Many beautiful churches
and schools were erected in every part of his diocese. To these he was
a large contributor, and to the cause of Scriptural education he was ever
true. ODe of his last gifts was the noble one of £5,000 to the" Sustentation Fund." The Bishop never married. He has lived long beyond the
term of man's life. All his old friends were gone before him. He is the
first of the prelates, of the United Church of England and Ireland, who
has been taken, and he was one of the most godly and devoted on the
bench. Like the ripe shock of corn he has fallen at the last, and the
Great Husbandman has" bonnd him up in the bundle of life." He has
gone to the home he looked for long and patiently. He knew that,
"when our earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens;" so
he departed to Jesus, which is "far better." He is face to face with the
Saviour whom he loved and served. "Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord. They rest from their labours, and their works do follow
them."
THE FUNERAL.

During the early hours of Tuesday, the 20th, and up to the time the
funeral cortege was formed, the Cathedral bells (which were muffied)
rang forth at intervals their slow, solemn, and thoroughly significan t
peals. Most of the places of business in the city were closed. The
shipping had their colours "half-mast high," and the city flags on the
Town Hall and Reginald's tower were also lowered. The doors of
the Cathedral were opened shortly after ten o'clock, and in a very few
minutes the spacious building was crowded to excess by an assemblage
anxious to take part in the last solemn service over the remains of the
departed.
THE PROCESSION.

A few minutes after half-past eleven o'clock there was considerable
bustle in the vicinity of the Palace, and it became evident that the procession was being formed in the Palace Hall around the coffin that contained the remains. A large body of police, under the command of
County-Inspector Loch, did good service in keeping back the great mass
of people. The procession appeared in the following order : PHYSICIANS:

Drs. Elliott, Cavet, and Mackesy.
SOLICITOR AND REGISTRAR.:

H. V. Mackesy, Esq., solicitor; J. L. Hickey, Esq., registrar.
DOMESTIC SERVANTS:

William Curley, his butler, who had been for upwards of forty years
in his lordship's service, and to whom he was sincerely attached. On
either side of Mr. Curley walked Thomas Thompson, his footman, and
Richard Manly, thirty-six years the faithful coachman of his lordship.
I

THE COFFINS.

Th e coffins were three in number.

The shell was of fine cedar, the
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second of very heavy lead, the third massive oak, covered with
Utrecht velvet, and lined with lama. On the lid was a beautifullydesigned sarcophagus top, on which was placed an engraved gilt plate
bearing this inscription:
llOBERT DALY,
LORD BISHOP OF CASH EL, EMLY, WATERFORD AND LISMORll.

Born 10th June, 1783.

Died 16th Febrlta1'y, 1872.

The following clergymen carried the bier:-Rev. D. Foley, Rev. J. F.
Parker, Rev. A. M'Laughlin, Rev. J. S. Fletcher, Rev. A. H. Leech,
Rev. J. A. Long, Rev. W. H. Kerr.
CHIEF MOURNERS.

Hon. Bowes Daly, Hon. Skeffington Daly (nephews of the deceased).
Rev. Dr. Bell (private chaplain); the Archdeacon of Emly, who had
been his curate many years ago; Rev..Thomas Gimlette (domestic chaplain); Rev. Thomas Acton Drought, Rev. John Morgan, Rev. F. T.
Brady, Rev. W. Sandford, Rev. Oharles Fry, Rev. John De Rinzy,
chaplain of Foy's School; Rev. George Phair, curate, Waterford
Oathedral.
THE CLERGY.

The clergy of the diocese then followed. The Oashel clergy headed
by the Dean of Oashel; the Emly clergy by the Archdeacon of Emly ;
the Waterford clergy by the Dean of Waterford; the Lismore clergy
by the Archdeacon of Lismore.
THE DISSENTING MINISTERS

came next, represented by Rev. Mr; Kingsboro' (Primitive Wesleyan);
Rev. John Donald (Wesleyan); the Rev. Andrew Burrowes (Presbyterian); the Rev. W. Owens (Baptist).
THE DIOCESAN COUNCILS

of the Unite'd Diocese followed, preceded by Sir Robert Paul, Bart., after
which came a large number of the gentry from both city and county.
Then came the poor, to whom he had ever been a kind and generous
benefactor. The Oathedral Ohurch was full to overflowing.
THE SERvICE.

The remains were slowly carried from the Palaoe to the western
entrance, and were borne up the aisle, preceded by the Dean of Waterford, the Archdeacon of Waterford, and Rev. Dr. Bell. During the time
the procession was passing up the aisle the organ pealed forth in solemn
strains "The Dead March" in Sau!. On the ooffins being rested in the
aisle, the Dean of Waterford read the 39th and 90th Psalms.
The Archdeacon of Waterford then read the 15th chapter of 1st Oorin~
thians, after which he ascended the pulpit and addressed the assemblage
from the following text:"Brethren-In the word of life it is written, 'Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection; on such the second death hath no .
power.' "
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The sermon was powerful, eloquent, and impressive. At its conclusion
tbe organ again burst forth with "The Dead March." The procession
was reformed, and proceeded through the western entrance door to the
vaults on the north side of the chancel. The concluding portion of the
service was then read with great feeling and solemnity, by his lordship's chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Bell. The vault in which the remains were
buried was that of the Rev. Daniel Sandoz, son of the old Huguenot
minister of the French Ohurch. Here loving hands piously laid the good
old Bishop down, and his mortal remains were placed in the silent tomb,
" where the wicked cease frQm troubling, and where the weary are at
rest."

•

A little over a quarter of a century ago we received ordination at the
beloved Bishop's hands, in the same Oathedral, when the Rev. Dr. BELL,
who now read the funeral service over our mutually-lamented Diocesan,
then as Archdeacon, answered the important questions put on these
occasions to those holding that responsible position.
Annexed is a copy of the last letter we remember to have received from
the beloved Bishop:Waterford, March 27th, 1867.
My DEAR MR. DOUDNEY,-Accept my thanks for your kind and
Ohristian letter. I am gratified by your thinking of me. I am grown old,
and every year I lose some of those whom I considered as my friendssome younger, and very few older than myself. " All flesh is as grass,
but the word of the Lord abideth for ever," and He of whom the Word
testifies, "Jesus Ohrist, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever."
It is very wholesome to be led to feel alone, as far as man is concerned,
that we may be led to cultivate a closer and more sensible union with the
"Friend that sticketh closer than a brother," and that we may be the more
enabled to say with feeling, "Our conversation is in heaven, from whence
we expect the Lord, who shall change our bodies of humiliation, that
they may be fashioned like unto the body of His glory."
May the Lord be with you as a man and a minister, and abundantly
bless you, is the sincere prayer of
Yours most truly in the bonds of the Gospel,
ROBERT OASHEL, &c.
It was in a previous letter (if we mistake not), when speaking of many
who had been called away, his lordship said, "In the midst of life we are
in death," adding what a mercy it was to be able to exclaim, "In the
midst of death we are in life."
It will be seen, by comparing the dates, that it was only two months or
so before the letter just quoted, the Bishop wrote the annexed most
touching and affectionate pastoral address.
To MY MUCH-ESTEEMED NEIGHBOURS RESIDING IN AND NEAR THE
OITY OF WATERFORD.
My DEAR FRIENDS,-At the close of the past, and the beginning of a
new year, I am led to reflect upon the many years that have passed since
I first came among you as the overseer of the ambassadors of Ohrist in
this city, set over those whose high office it is to beseech you in Ohrist's
stead to be reconciled unto God.
I am now, I may be assured, very near drawing to a close the days of
my office-very near fimshing my course. The time of my departure
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being at hand, I desire to say a few words to you in faithfulness and
affection.
I cannot, in the presence of God, look back upon the past time without
deep and sincere acknowledgment of deficiency--of having left undone
much that I ought to have done, and done much which I ought not to
have done; but, with all my deficiencies, my conscience bears me witness
that in the main I told you the truth. I preached among you "repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ." I spoke to you,
both in public and in private, as (what I know myself to be) sinners in
the sight of God; and it was my happiness to tell you what was the comfort of my own soul, that Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
I called on you to look back to Him bearing our sins in His own body
on the tree; to look up to Him where He is now, at the right hand of
God, making intercession for us, and to look forward to Him when He
shall come again with ten thousand of His saints to receive to a participation of His glory all who trust in Him-to receive to Himself all
those who, through faith, have been drawn out from the mass of a sinful,
perishing world, and led to join His little despised flock.
Standing on the borders of eternity, I have no new truths to put before
you. I have only, as a parting word, to repeat to you the same important
truths, and to press them, with all earnestness and affection, on your
attention.
I think of the many that from among us have passed out of this world
in the past years. They, all of them, whether lost or saved, know now
the importance of those truths. There are many, I am happy to think,
who are now thankful for having heard of God's inestimable love in the
redemption, and have through it entered into "the rest that remaineth for
the people of God." There are many of whom I cannot think but with
extreme pain, who have learned the value of these truths by experiencing
the misery which has been the result of having neglected them.
But I turn from the crowds that have passed away to address myself to
the many that still remain amongst us, and to the flock that has grown
up in the midst of us in the interval.
I would speak to them as divided into two classes, into which the
Scripture constantly divides the dwellers on this earth.
Ist.-I would speak to those who are still walking according to the
course of this world-according to the spirit that worketh in the children
of disobedience. I would say to this class, as I have said to them before,
"Repent, and believe the Gospel." I would entreat them "seek the
Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near." "Now
is a day of salvation." "Now, if ye do hear His voice, harden not your
hearts." "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts; let him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon
him, and to our God, and He will abundantly pardon him."
To the 2nd class I say, in all earnestness and affection, to those who
were by nature dead in trespasses and sin, but have been quickened and
raised up, and made to sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus-Be
thankful for your fellowship in the Gospel. Be thankful that by grace
ye have been saved through faith; that you, through mercy, have passed
from death unto life. I entreat you, my Christian friends, to lean close
to Christ-to live up to the full privileges of the Gospel, as pardoned
sinners accepted in the beloved heart of God, and joint heart of Jesus
Christ. As risen with Christ, seek the things that are above, and not
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those that are on the earth; cultivate and exhibit no friendsllip with the
world; come out from amoug them and be separate; touch not the unclean
things; be as God's witnes~es ; shine as lights in the midst of a crooked
and perverse generation. "Let your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."
Thus shall you giv(J diligence to make your calling and election sure, and
an entrance shall be ministered abundantly unto the everlasting
kingdom of the Son and Saviour Jesus Ohrist. Live as new creatures
this new year, looking, according to His promisE', for a new heaven and
a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.-I remain, in much sincerity, your unworthy Bishop, but affectionate and faithful friend,
1st Janua1'Y, 1867.
ROBElt'f OASHEL, &0.
When the Archbishop, clergy, and laity assembled within the walls of
St. Mary's Ohurch, Clonmel, on Tuesday, 19th of March, 1872, for the
purpose of electing a successor to Dl". DALY, the late beloved and
lamented Bishop of Oashel, the Archbishop thus spoke of the deceased:" My dear brethren of the clergy and my dear brethren of the laity, I
am sure it does not neerl apy word of mine to remind you of the very
g"reaL and solemn task which has' this day brought you together. An
BlJiscopate of sOllle t1lirty years, or nearly so, has just come to a close.
He who was your revererl chief pastor during all that time has now passed
away-fLlll of years and full of that honour which cometh from Godto his rest and to his reward. Let it be granted that we did not all of
us in all things see eye to eye with him, and yet I am sure that no one
could have ever come to any near contact with him without feelin". in
his heart of hearts this was indeed a man of God-a man rooted °and
gl'ounded in the faith; one to whom heavenly things were very near;
one whum no favour would ever flattel'-whom no fear would ever
h"ve terrified from that which he believed to be the right and the truth.
:::luch a Ulan ha" passed from among you. To me, if I may speak so
much of myself,. it is a very grateful memory that all my relations with
him wcro cordial. Towards myself-I would almost venture to say,
thouglt late in life we knew one another-they .were affectionate. To
hlllll ever rendered that reverence and respect whICh on so manv grounds
he had a right to claim, and it is pleasing to me to know, and I treasure it
up with thankfulness, that he would speak to me in terms of kindness,
and I would almost say of affection. Such a man has passed from us,
and your task is now to find a fitting successor for him-for him who can
nt) longer go in and out amongst us as he did for so long a time."
At the same meeting, the Rev. CHARLES FRY, A.M., Rector of
Mcalill'e, then rose and said-" My Lord Archbishop, I trust your Grace
will pardon me if I presume to interpose here, and request you to suspend fur a moment the prescribed order of the proceedings, while I
projJo~e a resolution in reference to the melancholy event which has
caused us to be summoned here to-day. And, in the first place, I am
sure it is the selltirnent of every member of this Synod that we are
deeply inrlebterl tu yuur lordship for the graceful and touching tribute
yuu have paid to the memory of our lamented Bishop, and fur the bnd
words in which you have expressed your sympathy with us in our present bereavement. We do, indeed, feel that we have sustained a great
loss; and we who knew him best, anrl who had full experience of his
worth, cordially subscribe to the eulogium you have pronounced on that
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valiant soldier of Christ. But, my Lord Archbishop, we desire to go
somewhat farther, and to leave on record a written tCbtimony of our
feelings on the Minutes of this Synod-so that those who ~kdl come
after us may know how loved and vOIlOl'fLted was the night Hev. Hobort
Daly, Bishop of Caslwl, by those who ]Jl]d the privilege of un intimate
connexion with him in his official and private life.
I beg, t]Iel'(·fure,
my lord, to propose for adoption by this Synod of Cashel and Emly the
following record, and to move its insertion on the Minutes of t]lis
day's proceedings : '" The clergy and representatives of the laity of tIle united diocese of
Cashel and Emly, Waterford and Lismose, in Synod assembled, under
the presidenoy of the Lord Archbishop of Dublin, this 1 Utlt day of March,
1872, desire to give expression to thoir doop sorrow ut the decease of'
their revered Bishop, the Hight Rev. llobert lJaly, D.D., wl1ich melan<)holy event has taken place since they last lllet t')get]wr. Thoy feel that,
in his removal by the hand of death, a great loss has beon sustained by
the united diocese over which he presided for more than twenty-eight
years, with a devotedness and singleness of purpose that won for him the
love of his clergy, the veneration of the Church at large, and the respect
of the general public. But, in their sorrow they can rejoice, knowing
that to him to die was gain-that having died in the Lord, he now rests
'rom his labours, while his works do follow him.'"
The Archdeacon of VV ATEllFORD seconded the resolution, which was
unanimously agreed to.
In his first sermon in Waterford Cathedral, tIle presont Bishop (the
night nev. Maurice F. Day, D.D.), whilst preaching from J ude 0, tltus
spake of his lamented predecessor:" I cannot come among you here for the first time without referring to
the bright and holy memory left by the aged and venerable servq.;nt of
God who so long occupied the place which I have now been called to fill.
The text which I have dwelt upon to-day will describe the spirit which
was in him. He firmly held and faithfully bore witness to the faith once
delivered to the saints, and, whenever occasion required, he manfully
contended for that faith against all who would seek to darken or corrupt
it. He was a man "of fervent love for our lJlessed Redeemer, a man of
faith and prayer, a man of upright heart, who did not swerve himself,
and could not bear to have others to swerve in any measure from the
path of' truth and righteousness.
That sincerity and uprightness of
character gave him a sound judgment, and a clear view of wha~ was right
to be done in any case, such as lIlen of more acuteness of mind, but less
honesty of purpose, sometimes fail to possess. I honoured this venorable
man more almost than any man whom I ever knew, and I feol it to be an
additional honour which tilo Lord has been pleased to put upon me, that,
when He was pleased to c~ll me to this bigh and responsible ofIice in His
Church, Re so ordered tlwt it should be in the room of one who so long
and so faithfully laboured in His servico. 1 oarnestJy desire, and, I hope,
will not cease to pray, that the same blossed Spirit who made him what
he was, and wrought powerfully ill Jlis character and life, may endue me
with grace to walk among yOll in like manner, and may bless us all,
ministers and people together, so that wo lllay glorify His holy name."
In proof of the clearness of ]>orceptioli and soundness of faith of the
beloved departed Bishop, we annex an article published by him, a few
months bef'ore his death, in a pamphlet, entitled-
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A Sh01·t Criticism of tll.8 Rov. Artll1J.r Dltumm's RClI1arks nJ1, the Report of
}/[astcr Brnoke's ·CommittoD. By tll LOR"f) H1FHlOP OF OASHEL, ETO.
Dublin: George R l' 1',117, ro.ft n tr t,1871.
'rllE REV. ARTlfUR DAWSON.

dnyA ago, received from you a copy of your
pl·t of Master Brooke's Oommittee, and in the titlepaO'e ther w l' , in your hand, some kind words. This led me to conclL~de tho.t m l' was int nded than merely furnishing me with a copy of
your pamphl t, o.nd that probably you wished it to be understood that
you w uld n t b di pleasod if I gave you my opinion of its contents.
8hall, h r for, give a few words of criticism, not in the harsh spirit
£ antI' v rsy, but endeavouring to speak the truth in love. Praying
th L rd t 1 ad us both into the way of truth, for tlte difference between
tl8 i8 vital; for, 1/ tlte system you hold and teach is the truth, and is the
r' vcalod way oJ salvat~·on. I am not in the way of salvation; and, on the other
hand, if what 1 lwld and teach is what God has revealed by His Son and by
IIis apostles, then you are preaching another gospel (which is not another),
in danger to yourself and endangering others.
ou put the controversy very clearly in a short paragraph which I
transcribe : "'1'hese are the two leading points in the 'heresy of Sacerdotalism.'
The power of the priest to consecrate the bread and wine, and thus make
them the body and blood of Oh.rist: and the power of the priest to convey
to the penitent the absolution and remission of his sins."
Such then, according to your view, is God's machinery for the salvation
of sinners. It is not, "He so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that all that believe in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life;" but He has established a priesthood taken from among
men, who should ha.ve power to cbang'e the bread and wine into the very
body and bloud of Ohrist, and, giving it, gave Ohrist to be fed upon by
the people.
He Sllllllld havo established a borly of priesthood, taken from among
men, to convey to tho penitent the absolution and remission of sins, thus
supplementing the priestho':Jd of Ohrist, and supplying that without which
it ,,,ould have boen of no effect.
That would be Sacerdotalism in reality. But the question is, Is that
stated in the Word of God to be His machinery for the salvation of man?
Let us look to what the Apostle tells us of the gifts that Jesus Ohrist
received, and gave to man. He tells us (Eph. iv. 11, 12), "He gave
Bome, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evang-elists j and some,
pastors and t.eacners j for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Ohrist." You say this is
Sacerdut.alism. But can you give a reason that will satisfy yourself or
others wuy, when He enumerated apostles, prophets, &c., ITe did not put
into the cat.alogne "Priest, '< "££1'£11(;," "Sacerdos"? You plead for
Sacerdotalism; St. Paul excludes it..
And this is lIot the only place in which we might expect to find, on
your system, priosl.ltoud-Sacerdotalism-presented to the Ohurch as an
essential part of UOll'S machinery for the salvation of man. Le~ us turn
to Heb. x. 17, &c.-" And their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more. Now where remission of sin is, there is no more offering for sin.
Having, therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way, which He hath consecrated
:C \
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through the vail, that is to say, His flesh; and having an high priest
over the house of God (tEpm flEyav in the singular number, not a company
of priests); let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith. "
I would direct your attention, and that of the readers of your remarks,
to one passage, which is a gross petitio principii. "If the due consecration of the bread and wine by a priest be a necessary preliminary to
the body and blood of Christ being surely and indeed taken and received
by the faithful in the Lord's Supper, this involves the whole prinuiple of
Sacerdotalism, or the need of the intervention of human agency, oommissioned by Christ, to convey His graces to the souls of men."
I would ask, On what ground do you assume the necessity of a priest
to consecrate the bread and wine, when in the New Te.stament there is not
one word that. asserts that the office of priest is kept up in the Christian
Church?
In the same strain, you speak of a priest endowed with power to
absolve sinners, assuming and asserting that, beside the one great Priest,
there is a oompany of priests. I have only to repeat here what I said on
the former question, that in the whole New rl'estament there is not a text
asserting the existence of this priesthood, and consequently absolution by
a priest.
If we turn to the texts that speak of the forgiveness of sin, we shall
find the one Priest spoken of, and no othl:lr, as in Acts xiii. 38, 39-" Be
it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man
(in the singular number) is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins:
and by Him all that believe are justil1ed from all things, from which ye
could not be justified by the law of Moses."
Again, if we look at 1 John ii. 1, 2,-" These things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an Advocate with the
Father (one Advocate), Jesus Christ the Righteous: and He is the
propitiation for our sills: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of
the whole world."
You deserve the praise of candour and open speaking. You defend
Sacerdotalism in the features which arA beautiful in your eyes, but are
most ugly and distasteful to me and many others. "The whole principle of
Sacerdotalism is the need of the intervention of human agency, commissioned by Christ to convey His grace to the souls of men." The first
question with regard to this is, Is it true? Has the Heavenly Father set
up a human agency for conveying His grace to the souls of men? Was
this Christ's last comforting words to His troubled disciples, "I will not
leave you comfurtless. I will commission a large company of human
agents to convey my grace to you and other men r" Nu; He said, "I
will not leave you coml'ortless. I will send the Comforter to you, and
when He, the Hpirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth.
He will show you things to come." You teach a far lower system than
that which was III the milld of David wllell he said, "Let me fall into the
hands of God, and not illto the hands of man." But let us shortly see
what the Lord said to His apostles anti Inlillisters, when He would urge
them to do their duty-" Preaull tlle Word: be instant in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, exhrcrt, w ich alllollg-suffering and doctrine."
Let me reason with you as to thu state that you are in, and also those
who are led by you. You and tlley want for the life of your soul the bread
which came down from heaven, of which it is t1'ue that whoso eateth it, shall
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for ever, and of wlu'oll it i8 ~q1tallv tnlc, ~xo~pt y~ ant it, ye have no life in
but according t your tlucLrin , y u o.allot JII~ve this life-giving
'Lroad except 'throu It 0. ri st, n humo.n ng ut, t
nvoy this grace to
you, But, in tb
hl'islllllt oconomy, th l' tu' (Lp L1 s, prophets, evang'olists, and t 11 h r I bllt 110 pl·£ests.* In whnt lltt, th il, aro you, and
tllOse taught by \I, 0. rding to you, as th r i n
ri t, there is no
living br ad?
OIl, and those 20110 are led by you, 8trln(l ill neod 0/ the
absohltioll al (1 !or.qif)Clto88 0/ YOW' sins, b~tt, as aooo?'ding to you, nono oan
absolv~ hut a J)I'i 8t, what state are you 'in when there is no prie8t ?
)' Ol 'u, d r ir, with prayer for God's blessing on
is
y u ad tn , Y Ut· incerely,
ROllER'r
n i'utUl' number we shall CD.V.) furnish some Persono.l
0 11 tious
£ th lat J v d Bishop, which, we doubt not, will intexest our readers,
f/Oll;

'THE LATE MRS. DENING, OF BATil.
Fontainebleau, France, Aug. 15th, 1!l72.

:My DEAR BROTHER,-I have just learned, with a sorrow which I
nTll10t express, of the death of Mrs. Dening, formerly Mies Hooper, of
Bntll, who was well-known as a talented preacher of the Gospel of Christ.
Many opinions have been expressed by those who heard her, or were
told of her labours, as to the propriety, in a Scriptural point of view, of
female preaching; but no one ever heard Geraldine Hooper or Dening
deliver the divine message, who did not feel that she exercised a power
over the minds of her hearers which few male preachers could rival; and
I believe that God owned and blessed her labours, as many living
examples of the 110wer of the Word which she preached can attest.
From a foreign land I write 11 hurried memorial to my beloved and
gifted fi:iend, which Ihopo :you will not refuse to insert in the forthcoming numuer of the GOSPEJ, :M"AGA7.JNE. I have received from my
estel'lIled Lrother in Bath, the Rev. J. M. Dixon, an invitation to preach
the funeral sermon of the dear departed one; but, being bound to this
l)lace for a week or two longer, I have been most reluctantly compelled to
decline.
I have known and loved the dear sister in Christ for several years. I
believe she loved the Lord Jesus in sincerity, and her arduous laboUl's in
His service in many purts of England will be long remembered by
many, and by not a few, I fed assured, for eternity. I have known many
clerical brethren, who were disposed to condemn her assumption of the
.. Tbere is a very remarkable corroboration of tbis in tbe fact tbat in tbe earlier days of
our Reformation, when many editions of our Arlicles were printed, some in English, and
some wilh eqllal authority in Latin, wbile tbey med the word" priest" in Englisb, in
many copics, now extant, in Latin, tbey nsed the word "presbyter," showing they did not
aclmowleugo the saorificing priest, the sace,.dos, among their officers. For example, in tbe
later edition of the Articles of 1553, we have "Episcopis, presbyteris et deaconis non est
mandatnm est cmlehatum voveant." In the MS. of Convocation, 1562, .. Episoopis,
presbyteris et deaconis, nullo mandato divino pre':eptum est ut aut crelibatum voveant aut
a matrimonio abstineant."-See Library T.C.D. I had some early editions of Al"ticles
which I sold with other scarce books; among tbem one in Latin, in which tbe wmds were
.. Episcopi, presbytel'es, et deaconi." Tbe' e is a later edition of these Articles in Latin
printed in oxfol"d , 1636, anu tbel"e is this title of one of tbe Articles, .. Libellus de con secratione, arcbepiscoporum et episcoporum, et de ordinatione presbyterorum et deaconorum."
They are tbe Arti('les of the London Synod of 1562.
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office of preacher, acknowledge themselves startled and charmpd out of
their prejudices by hearing her for themselves. HolV many will now
think of those wonderful addresses which she delivered at tllO Cl i Cton Conference! At the hour when they were announced to take plaeo, other
meetings, whatever their charaoter, broke up, and all rushed to hear Mrs.
Dening. And then her lovely and poworful voice, as one of the leauors of
the singing in the great hall, who ever heard it without delight? That
voice is now still. Those magic powers have ceased to charm, but
Geraldine Dening has not lived in vain. We may still hear severe
reflection on female preaching in general, and hers in particular; but
who will say now that it had boon belter for her that she had confined
her attention to the ball-room, tho thoatre, the promenade, or even to the
tatting, knitting, sketching, piano-playing, &c" which form the ordinary
routine of female occupation? It was her peculiarity to be a female
preacher of the Gospel of Jesus; to be an exceptional labourer in the
Lord's vineyard. ,Vell, we may hold our different views on the subject,
and, perhaps, it may not be easy to come to the right olle; but I have a
strong suspicion that, in the great day, my dear friend, with her peculiar
gifts, and. desire to use them for Jesus, will be found to have chosen the
better part, guided by the Holy Spirit, who divides His gifts and graoes
to everyone severally as He will.
But a few weeks ago I parted from her in her own house, after having,
at her desire, delivered an audress to a large number of persons assembled
in a hall which Mr. Dening has erected in Bath, and where he and she
held services at times which did not encroach upon the stated services of
the Church of England, of which they were both attached members.
Little did I think then, as she gave me her usual warm and cordial
shake of the hand, that I should see her face no more. But her time
has come, and she sleeps in Jesus. 0 that many who loved and valued
her may be led by the Spirit to the same Saviour, whom she loved and
proclaimed! May I ask the prayers of your readers for tile dear one's
bereaved husband and child?
Your dear brother affectionately in Christ,
S. A. WALKER.
[Four months ago, the deceased Mrs. DENING left London by the same
train by which we were travelling, in all the vigour and animation
of one in the enjoyment of uninterrupted health-::;he, as her nowmourning hushand informed us, to fulfil engagements on the coming
Sunday, at Bath-he tarrying in London to preach in its suburbs on
that day. How mysterious and inexplicable are the ways of God!
How little did either of us for one moment imagine how nearly that
animated one had run her earthly race! How soon was she to be
numbered with the dead! We Eympathize most deeply with her
bereaved husband. It is painful-exceedingly so-to be called to part
companionship, when both the one and thE' other are declining in years,
and when it is but natural to anticipate at least a temporary separation.
It is, however, additionally painful for human friendship to be severed,
when scarcely having attainell the meridian oflife, a lonely and a sorrowing pilgrimage seems to await tho survivor. 80me of us have known
the acuteness of separation under these circumstances, the re-union, from
the very nature of the case, appearing in the far-off futuro. Hut, at
longest, time is short and we would say to our bereaved anu sOlTowing
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hl'Olhol', although wo' p rsunuJly, Ilt LL ont l.il:l agu, wore called to the
8ulf'-l:l1L11I0 tLg"oni:-:ing severan 0, tit on ·I~ll(l·thirty y ILl'S whielt have since
1'1l1l thoir rounds, seem, in the l' trn ing.
ut II l\ dny! "'Ve spend
Olll' yoars as a ta.le that is told,"
I l'hap Ul' cl n,' r th l' nolO feels as
wo t/wn folt: "Would that we could di • t !
ouId hat that open
grave wero about likewise to. receive our po r m uId rin n It R!" But,
oh! how different our thoughts now! Had it b n
-had our then
wish s verily been gratified-oh, what an immensity sh uld wo Jmve
mios d f tho Lord's wonderful goodness, His marvellous wisdom, His
b undl ss love, His tender compassion, His astounding forbearao ,His
divin faithfulness! Had we then been called, all the wild rn s ID reic::!
hi h havo been spread over that one-and-thirty years would have beon
1 st to our own personal knowledge and apprehension, May thi th ught
h r ur weoping brother; and, with the additional hope of being at
1 ast of some little eel'vice in his day and generation, may it pl'ompt him,
in nlloxion with the importunate cry, " Lord, what wilt Th Ll have mo
t do?" to exclaim, "All the days of my appointed timo will I wait,
until my change come." The longor we are detained on arth, the mal'O
shall we see of the Lord's gracious dealings, and tho greater cause shall
wo have to bless, praise, and adoro Him when we reach homo !-ED.]

THE FORTHCOMING CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
23, Berkeley Square, Br£8tol.
"'Ve will not have this man to reign over us .. -LUKE xix. 14.
" But uoto you that fear my name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in
IIis \vings."-MAL. iv. 2.

BELOVED BRETHREN AND SIsn:RS IN THE LORD,-1' the season for
holding our Tenth Clifton Confcronco (haw" nigh, I feol you are looking
for tho invitation whieh now for so many years I havo beon permitted to
address to yOll, and to which so many of you have respouded so cordi",.lly,
and with such manifest assuranC2, that while man was employed 8 u1e
instrument of our meeting, the summons to it came from a far higher
sourco, even from Him who promised to be in the midst of those who are
met together in His name.
It yields me heartfelt pleasure to learn, after each Conference, how
much spiritual blessing was mingled with the spiritual enjoyment experienced at our gatherings. Thore might be a sense of gratification
without fruit in attendance upon such meetings as ours; there might be a
transient excitement, calming down into a spiritual deadness and indifferenco; but that would be far from answering the purpose which our
Conference is intended to serve. vVe desire to meet together in the name
of the Lord, and under His influenco, vVe come together as members of
the family of God, to be fed, and strengthened, and guided. We have
practical ol>jccts in view, and wo look for practical results. The children
of God in this rebellious world occupy the most important and responsible
positions; thoy are the salt of the earth, resisting corruption; and they
are the preservation of the earth itself, until God's time for the ingathering
of the spiritual harvest, and the consummation of all things; they are the
light of the world, testifying for the Triune J ehovah in Satan's kingdom
of darkness, and having their Father's name written in their foreheads.
'fhoy "arise and shine," while the world around them slumbers, Tb ey
recei vc ullll rpfleet the TilTS of the Suu of TI-ighteo 1 Isn0ss, while it may l'e
J

J
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said of all around them, as regards Jesus and. His truth, "Darkness
covers the earth, and gross darkness the people."
More than ever, my beloved fellow-inheritors of life and j:!;lory, must
we, by God's grace, make full proof of our relationship to the crucified
and risen Saviour. Satan is busy, sin is busy, intellectual pride is busy,
priestcraft is busy, scoffers are busy, earthly policy is busy-all "taking
counsel together against the Lord and against His anointed." We must
be busy too. We "must be about our Father's business." There is no
time for trifling now, for eager pursuit after money, positi"n, pleasure, I'
earthly fame-" after all these things do the GentIles seek."
Our
heavenly Father knows what we need, and will give it. We must seek
the glory of our God and the good of His poo1)le. ,71{e must put on the
Christian panoply, and contend "against pl'incipalities and powers,
against the rulers of t.he darkness of this world, against spiritual wiekedness in high I'laces." We must be prepared tu "endure hardness as
good soldiers of Jesus Christ, not entangling ourselves with the affairs of
this life, that we may please Him whu hath chosell llS to be soldiers."
We come tog'ether, then, dearly beloved brethren, to rekindle our
spiritual fire at the altar of divine love; to be sti IJllllated by the W'ord
and Spirit present in our midst, into increased zeal fur our exalted Master
and Friend; to stimulate and encourage each other to nm with renewed
patience and faithfulness the race set before us, so that when we return
to our respective spheres, our hearts may so burn, and our faces glow
with the radiance of the Divine presence to which we have been admitted,
that those around us may see and feel, from our zeal for Jesus and HIS
cause, that we have been with Him, and that our he'lrts and lips have
been touched with a live coal from off the altar of His grace and selfdevotion.
Many believers are now trembling for the ark of God, and they say,
" Is there not a cause? " In one sense there is a cause for deep anxiety,
but in another there is none. The battle that is being waged between
light and darkness is the Lord's, and they who fight against Him shall
not prosper. Since man's fall the war of principles has been fought with
apparently varying success, but the issue has never been doubtful. Jesus
has ever gone forth "conquering and to conquer." His triumphant
progress has never for a moment been checked. His word is still to His
trembling followers, "Go forward," and He directs their eyes to His
blood-stained banner which waves on high, on which are emblazoned the
assuring words, "KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."
Under that banner, beloved friends, we shall by God's grace meet.
Pray continually and earnestly that we may recognize it, and that, as it
floats over us, it may be to us, love-love to the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit-love to the inspired Word-luve to all them who love Jesus in
sincerity, and love to everything that breathes of Him in this world
where He was hated, rejected, and slain; and where now He is only
loved by those who by grace have been made to feel that He loves them.
The Conference will be beld, if the Lord will, on TUESDAY and
WEDNESDAY, the 1st and 2nd of October, 1872.
The subjects suggested for consideration are : HE HAiR NO FORM NOR COlImLlNEss.-Is. liii. 2. John xix. 5, 6.
WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIOlIT?-Is. xxi. 11. Bom. xiii. 12.
Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren wllo will
kindly signify to me, on or before Saturday, September 20th, thoir iuten-
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tiO!l to be present at the Con forollco, /lud their neod of accommodation
during their stay.
I am, my dear friends, yotirs affectionatBly in the llope of the Gospel,
SAMUl!-L ADRAIIAM WALKER,

Rectot· of St. Mat'y-le-Port, Bristol.
The Conference will, as lIsual, 'assemble (D.V.) in the Victoria Rooms, Clifton, ea,·h ,lay
at Eleven o'dock, A.M., and at Seven P.M. Dinner (for which Tickets, at 2s. eacb, will be
iswed during the Conference) will be provided within the building at Half-past O"e
o'clock. nnd Tea at Five. The intervals between the Meetings will, as heretufore, be
devoted to Prayer Meetings, Bihle Headinl\"s, Addresses, Free Conversations, &c.
0,,1' locnl friends are reminded that Meetings for Prayer wiil be held at the Victoria
ROO'~'IS, all the three Friday Ev~nings, Septernher 13th, 20th, and 27th, ~receding the
Con lerence, and also on Mund"y Ever.lDg, September 30th, to ask the Lord e ble58mB on
our proceedings.

!]rotrstant

~faCOn.

BEGGING SIS'1'ERS.
ON a recent morning, as I was busily engaged in my office, two yisitors
entered in the garb which is now so familiar to English eyes, as that of
nuns, or "sisters of mercy," I suspected their errand was to obtain
money for a Roman Catholic institution, but I thought it right to hear
what they would say, in order that my refusal to comply with such a
request might be shown to proceed upon a definite principle, and might
be in some degree explained to the applicants. A conversation was
quicldy conlmenced UpOll the subject so readily suggested by their
appearance, UB, in answer to the usual inquiry for the purpose of their
visit, one of them informed me they had come to solicit a contribution
towards a home for "poor old peuple.';
I should st.ate that there
appearC'd to be a difference in age, as well as in education and refinement, between the two, and the" sister" who seemed the elder, and also
the less rcfined, was the first speaker. In answer to her request for
money, I intimated that I could not give it, whereupon the younger
sister, in a really pleasing and attractive manner, assured me that
"gentlemen never refused" them, and the same assurance was more
than once repeated by both. It may be that, if the demure look and
downcast eyes are necessary for the interests of Romanism in the public
streets, the pleasing manner and words of, I may almost say, finesse are
equally useful in their proper place, even though they come from a nun
in drl'ary cloak and with bandaged head. This appeal was, however,
ineffectuul; and, notwithstanding repeated assurances that gentlemen
never did refuse, I ventured to resist the arts that were employed. The
tactics then were r:hanged, and great care was taken to impress me with
the fact that a very small contribution would be received, ar.d, indeed,
only such was asked. Here was a plea which I know from former
experience is constantly urged, and to which amiable Protestants too
frequently yield. They give something to appease the applicants, they
give but littl'3 to satisfy their consciences, forgetting that the gift oreaks
duwn the distinct.ion between Protestantism and Popery, and induces the
rising generation to ignore the real distinction which was once known by
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the English people. The principle being thus SUlTollllcrcd, u breach IS
made in the fortification, and right well our foes know huw to use it.
I endeavoured to explain that, whatever was given, were itlittlo or much,
the gift would be either right or wrong ill itself; and, starting from this
point, I stated u few of my reasons for believing that any donatiull, even
the smallest, wonld be wrong. Of course this involved an allusion to tho
doctrines, practices, and teaching of thoso by whom the institution is
eonducted. But immediately, with earnest protestations, I was told thn.t
their object was to relieve the 10dily wants of tho "poor old peoplo"
apart from any religious Ulotive or preference.
Here, again, is an
argument persistently employed by l{,olllau CatholicR, and too carelessly
allowed by unsuspecting English peollle; and yet it is idlo to suppose
that the Church, which has many a\iencies for abwrbiug all Christendom,
and concentrates sllecial efforts upon the spiritnal conquest of Eugland,
would send its messengers to relieve the bodily wauts of our poor
without any ulterior motive. Evidently, however, I was expected to
believe this to be the disinterested conduct of modern Romanism, and it
was, therefore, necessary to bring the matter to a test. Taking the
opportunity afforded by a vehement assertion of freedom from all religious
bias, I asked such questions as these: Does the priest attend the home?
Does he wear the I{oman Catholic vestments? Does he hear confessions?
Does he offer "the sacrifice?" All these questions were answered in
the affirmative, and I asked once more how the applicants could expect
me, as a conscientious Protestant, to contribute towards such an institution?
But, in no way daunted, my visitors renewed the attack, on the one hand
begging me think of the poor old people's bodies, and, on the other,
assuring me that the religious teaching was optional. I pointed out that
the bodily relief would be identified with doctrines which to me
were utterly false, and tried the boasted freedom of religion by offering
to take a Bible-any Bible-and read it to the inmates of the home. The
reply was that no person could be allowed to read the Bible unless
specially fetched for one of the "poor old people," and even then not
in the hearing of the others. I ventured to push my inquiries so far
as to ask whether there was a Bible in the establishment, and was
informed by the sisters that they believed one or more of the old people
had such a book, but they did not dare to assert that it was one of the
books provided or encouraged by the managers of the institution, who are
priests and sisters.
I asked the sisters to show their authority for any doctrine peculiar to
their Church, as distinguished from Protestant Churches, and told them
that, until they could do this, I dare not give even a small sum to one of
their,institutions. "Then," said the younger sister, "you allow your reason
to overcome your charity. Remember, charity should be supreme, and it
covers a multitude of sins." Our interview was closing, and I could but
briefly explain that charity is a word used to signify love, and there must
be love for God and His truth, as well as kindness towards our fellowcreatures. When I had done tbis, ancladded a word upon the difference
between the Protestant Christiau believing in the Lord J esns alone, and
the Romanist praying to dead people and confessing to sinful men, the
two sisters promised to repeat their call ill the expectation of finding me
changed, and left me more opposed, I trust, to their system, while more
SOl'l'O\\'flll for its victims.
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It is needful, in thes dnyR, to giv OUr monoy undor a conviction of
duty, and, when prof aiog to give to
d, w ought not to give with
indifference or car 1 sau ss, Imult as may be 8 on wh It fL ponny is tossed
to a beggar in the stl' ta, And yet, while dis rimino.tion is Luing urged
in that kind of ha1'ity, tho Protestant who " rois disOl'imillation in
religious matt 1'8 ia said to be narrow and bigot d, But, novortheless,
true charity l' 1 , v II for the sisters of m roy, n t 1 ss luudly than
allegillu e t
d's truth, bids us stay our hand, and not ncourage
them in th it' mis l'a.bl creed by giving even a small oontribution.
A PROTESTA '1' LAYMAN.

THE RIGHT, THOUGH ROUGH, WAY.
To the Editor rf the Gospel Magazine.

DEAR Sm,-'\Ve live in a world of change and unrest. Mutability
surrounds us on every side. What a mercy it is that we have an immutable God to confide in; immutable promises to rest on; an immutable
oath to draw strong consolation from!
" They build too low who build beneath the skies." Earthly unions
dissolve; ties are broken; partings ceaseless; change constant. Sweet
it is to remember that with the Father of Lights there is no variablene88,
neither shadow of turning. Sometimes confusion seems to reign, but
" we know that all things shall work together for good to them that love God,
and are the called according to His purpose." If our minds ponder the
seoming chaos of circumstances, 0,1'0 we not made to foel our littleness '"
do wo llOt fool what poor contracted minds ours are? and are we not lost
in won dol' at the greatness of J ehovah, who" worketh aU tMng8 after the
counsel of His own will?" In the midst of tumult, contention, uproar,
confusion-in the midst of wars and rumours of wars-God worketh,
and none letteth! Sweet truth, "The Lord reigneth!" Sometimes we
are fretful J onahs; sometimes short-sighted, hypochondriacal J acobs;
sometimes disappoint(Jd Peters, toiling all night, and catching nothing.
On the other hand, when the Lord is pleased to encourage our hearts, by
sweetly Whispering, with" a still small voice," a gracious" Fear not,"
what serenity is produced! And then we willingly and happily pray,
"Thy will be done!" ,\Vhen we can recognize the nearness of Jesus,
and see the fulness of the promises, we become exulting Davids, and
s~y, "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
wIll fear no evil, for Thou art with me." When the Lord leaves us to
ourselves, what poor, frail, tottering things we are! There is no doing
without the Lord. The Antediluvians, the Sodomites, the Babel-builders,
the Babylonians, the Ninevites, the Jews, all show us this: "Safety is
of the Lord." And His promise stands fast: "I will cause them to dwell
8afely," Oh, for grace to sing with the Psalmist, " God i8 our refuge and
8trength,. a very present help in trouble. '1'herefore will not we fear,
!hough the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried
mto the midst of the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled; though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof! "
Though life be chequered, and trouble attend our pilgrimage, all is
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made subservient to our ber;;t interests by the overruling- and sanctifying
grace of Him who doeth all thinp;s well. Peace, unmolested, can never
be ours below. Blessed be the Lorcl's name for the moments of sweet
peace enjoyed! "There r'emaineth a r'est for tlte people of God." "There
the wicked cease from troubling' j" thore is joy unbounded, peace eternal
and complete.~I remain, dear Sir, yours in Jesus,

S.

GRAY.

DEATH.
"'Forasmuch tl!en as tile children ar'e prwtakers of /l1'8h and Olood, He also
Himse~f likewise toole part of the same,. tlwt tlwou.rJh J)cath IIe rnigld destr'oy
him that had tIle power of J)eatlb, that is, the J)evd,. and deliver tltem who
thr'ougl!fear ofJ)eath were all their lifetime subjec~ to bondage." -HED. ii. 14, 15.
"BUT TIM'ROUS MORTALS STAR'!' AND SHRINK
To CROSS THAT NARROW SEA,
AND LINGER, SHIV'RING ON THE BRINK,
AND FEAR TO LA.UNCH AWAY."-Watts.
'POOR trembling soul! what dost thou fear?
Wbat makes thee so distressed a.ppear,
Whenever thou the name dost hearOf Death?
Rast thou not hope in Jesus' blood,
'That thou dost fear to pass the flood
When the call comes-by none withstoodOf Death?
" I fear lest, in that awful hour,
Satan should use his utmost power,
And fiery darts around me showerIn Death.
" Lest, when my heart and flesh are failing,
When friends around my bed are wailing,
My faith should then prove unavailingIn Death."
Who knows the anguish of the breast,
The body's parting with its guest,
When by the mighty arm opprestOf Death?
The agony, the mortal strife,
The last fond clinging unto life,
And all thp. scenes with terror rifeOf Death P
The launching into bonndless spaceThe scene before the Judge's face?
Who can the soul's wide wand'rings traceAt Death?
. One has returned from Dca,t,h's cold graspHe will in arms of mercy clasp
Thy soul, when thou for breath dost gaspIn Death.

,
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He knows its terrors, felt its sDllLrt,
His loving. His all-gmeious helLrt
Was pierceJ by the envenomed dartOf Death.
He knows the fears that heave the breast,
And He will calm each fear to rest,
And thou shalt be no more distressedAt Death,
When heart and flesh and spirit fail,
Jesus shall cheer thee in the vale,
And angels thine approach shall hailTo Death.
Yea, He shall come in form so sweet,
That thou shalt joy with Him to meet,
And with glad smiles tu' approach shall greetOf Death.
Then, landed on the further shore,
Thou sLlLlt take le<Lve for evermore
Of th<Lt which thou didst dread beforeOf Death.

E. H. R. G.

THE discoverer of Dr. Livingstone has met with a very cordial reoeption
in this country, and well he deserves it; fur he has shown remarkable
heroism, courage, and perseverance. The Reeord observes that his case
" stands out alone in the annals of adventure as the most enterprising
and sllccessful war ever waged against all g:wgraphical and ethnological
difficulties by the personal daring uf one num.
Learned bodies and
sympathizing coteries had sent cal'llvans, piuneers, and explorers from
the Zanzibar cuast to the interior uf Africa in quest of the great traveller;
and, though much money was spent, much excitement created, and much
time wasted, nuthing was practically done, and nothing accurately ascertained. One reported that Livingstune was dead of fever, another that
he had been murdered at Nyanza, a third that he had been sold as a
slave and was a victim of African oppression at Unyanyembe, a fourth
that he was at Nyassa hale and hearty, a fifth that he would nevor be
'discovered,' and so on. vVhilst ignorance was thus contending with
imagination a m3.gnificent idea flashed across the brain of the wealthy Mr.
Bennett, jun., of New Yor/; Herald fame, whilst at Paris. Accordingly he
telegraphed to Madrid for an unknown Mr. Stanley, who was quietly working away as a correspondent to Mr. Bellnett's newspaper. Mr. Stanley at
once obeyed the summons, and travelled express to Paris. On his arrival
he instantly went to the Grand Hutel, where Mr. Bennett was staying.
The newspaper proprietor was in bed, but immediately gave orders tor
Mr. Stanley to be shown up. The interview lasted a few minutes, and
all was settled. 'Have 'yOll any idea where Livingstone is?' asked Mr.
13ennelt. 'No,' answered the laconic Nil'. Stanley. "Well, I think he
is living, and to be found. Will you try alld find him?' adds Nil'.
13ennett. 'Yes,' replies Mr. Stanley, still with Spartan brevity. 'Good;
yOll can have unlimited cl'eJit. Use your own means, carry out yonr own
plans. Good night! ' And so from these few words, according to the
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received report, Dr. Livingstone has been discovered resting quietly at
Dj iji, determined, God willing, to explore to the end the great watersheds of the Nile, the vast African inland seas, the mountains and valleys
of the hitherto unknown land." The problem of the Nile is yet unsolved.
Oaptain Speke believed that he had discovered the true sourccs in the
Victoria Nyanza, and Sir Samuel Baker made the same claim for the
Albert Nyanza. Dr. Livingstone asserts that they are both wrong. He
asserts confidently that the true sources of the Nile lie 500 or 600 miles
southward of the Victoria and Albert Nyanza. He expresses hi:> own
belief-a belief yet to be tested by further exploration-that the fountains
of the Nile differ in kind from the sourccs of other great African rivers.
The watershed of the Nile is, he states, a broad upland between 10
degrees and 12 degrees south latitude, and from 4,000 to 5,000 feet
above the level of the sea, with mouutains on it of li,OOO feet or 7,000
feet of actual altitude. He has explored this for GOO miles, and finds
all over it innumerable springs of one general character-an ooze at the
head of a slightly-depressed valley, and then a few hundred yards down
a brisk perennial brook, a few feet broad, und deep enough to require a
bridge. But in the last one hundred miles yet to be explored he expects
to find the true fountains of the Nile, not rising "from oozing earthern
sponges, but from an earthen, mound, and half the water flows northward
to Egypt, the other south to inner Ethiopia." Should this be found to
be the case, it will confirm the account given by Herodotus, and the result
will ue to prove that the ancient geographers were right, and had a more
accurate and exhaustive knowledge than ever has been possesseu since.
Dr. Livingstone speaks in very strong terms of the horrors of the
African slave trade. It seems that not less than 100,000 persons are
annually captured for the purpose of being carried into slavery, but such
are the hardships to which they are exposed on their journey to the seacoast, that four-fifths of them perish on the way. In 1851, Dr. Livingstone
described flourishing villages in the Lake Nyassa district-mills grinding
corn, workmen weaving cotton, and the people, as a rule, living in
happiness and contentment. Ten years afterwards, when he went there,
he said the country was not to be recognized, and that wild beasts overran the villages. Districts near Kilwa, extending to ten or twelve days'
journey, which a few years ago were thicklypopuhted, were nvw entirely
uninhabited. An Arab, who had lately returned from Lake Nyassa,
informed him that he had travelled for seventeen days through a country
covercd with ruined towns and villages, which a few years ago were
inhabited by two great tribes, but in which a living soul was not now to
be seen. A striking contrast to this is seen in the case of Lagos, on the
western coast of Aii:ica, where slavery has been extinguished. Commander
Hugh M'Neile Dyer, of' IT. M. S. Torch, thus writes to his father:"Lagos, June 19, l872,-'1'he town of Lagos quite astonished me, and I
felt, as I looked on tllo uusy wharves, the quantity of shipping, the wellbuilt houses, neatly-furllled street::!, well-dL'ess d people, and, above all,
the ehurches (a large uue to hold 1,500 peoplo is ill course of constructioH),
that our dedI' John's blood [his brotlu'r Illtd ueen killed there in action,
when attacking the Barracoon::!, in 1850J hall not been shed in vain, when
such things had arisen in the di::!lIlal swamp, the very heart of slavery
twenty-two years ago. I was so struck with the good order and apparent
wealth of the place, that, when I describe it in my journal, I hope I may
Hot give an exaggerated view of it."
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There is probably no nation Ilpon earth which can so readily rally after
misfortune as the French. It might rORsonallly llfl,ve Lcon Rnpposed that
the late fearful war would llfl,ve left thom in a bankrupt and despairing
condition for many years to come. Instead of this, they are already
rising, Phmnix-like, above their troubles, and seem to be woll-nigh as
prosperous as ever.
0 :11'0 told that, "In order to mako tho payment
of the bulk of the indemnity to Germany, and thereby to liberate the
country still held by German soldier~, the French Government asked the
monied public of the world to lend It one hundred and twenty millions
of English pounds sterling, at six p"r cent. per annum interest. The
monied public of the world, by their offers in the course ot' one day,
answered, 'We will lend you, not one hundred and twenty millions sterling, but sixteen hundred millions st~rli~lg ! '-and, actually, the instant
deposit of 14 per cent. upon the applIcatIOns amounts to more than the
total of the loan. The spectacle IS unprecedented, and the details are
quite as wonderful. Three milliar~s of francs were asked for, and fortyfum milliards have b"en subscnbed-about one-half by France and
(curious to say) a. considerable l~~rt of the other half by Germany,
w'here the cGLpltalltself has to go.

'V

The Rock draws attention to an important matter, viz., the spirit of
comprom.ise which exists with reference to Rome and historical facts. It
ob;;erves :-" A pri~st late~y said .to a ~riend of our~, 'Do you suppose
that we will be satIsfied wIth gettmg nd of your BIble from the public
sohools? We must also get rid of your histories.' It is certain that,
next to the "Vord of God, Rome hates the exposures which history
makes of her past misdeeds, aud virtually exclaims in recrard to this
:11so, < Hast thou found me, 0 miue enemy?' We do not S~lppose that
our respectable publishers would willingly promote suoh a scheme, but
they may be led in~o it inadvertently. The literary men whom they
employ In:1Y think It a dnty. gradually to so~ten down what they may
regard :1S too strong expressIOns, ::lthough III the accomplishment of
their ol,ject they may gradually polIsh away the stern facts of history.
From tllis no me will gain an advantage and the country a loss. vVhatever is the cause of it, no one who has been carefully observing can
douLt the fact that such a change as we llave adverted to is going on.
Take, for ox ample, as a specimen of what we mean, a well-known
school book, viz., The History
the British Empire, by ,Villi am Francis
Collier, LL.D., and let anyone compare the old with the more recent
edition, and he will f'ee illustrations of the softening and retrenching
process to which we have referred. We beg to submit the following
specimens :-(1.) Page 1(;0. Old Erlition.-' To raise funds for the bnilding (St. Peter's at Rome) Leo X. had sent out monks to sell indulgencies. These were pardons from the Pope of even the grossest sins.' The
words in italics are omitted in the new edition. (2.) Page 160. Old
Edition.-' ]~ut Goel inspired Martin Luther to oppose the impious falsehood.' New Bdition.-< But Martin Luther opposed this doctrine of
indulgencies. (3.) Page 160. Old Edition.-' He (Martin Luther) defended the r;reat truth of justification by faith in Christ alone.' New
Editt·on.-' He (Martin hIther) defended the doctrine of justification by
faith in Christ alone.' ('1.) Page 160. Old Edttton.-' The once terrible
decree of excommunication.' New Edition.-Once omitted." The Rock
givos many similar instances, and adds, "All this is instructive, and
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ought to engage the attention of earnest Protestants and tnle patriots.
Unless OUl' childl'en are made fully to understand tlLO Ilu,tllro and past
doings of Popery and the blessings of the Reformation, wu cannot expect
them to act firmly and intelligently now that the old enomy is coming
in again like a flood."
We are glad that public attention has been direoted to a case of hardship in the army. It appears that two soldiers, corporals in the l~oyal
Marines, preached in the open ail'; they diu this in opposition to the
order of their commander, allll, being trieu by conrt-martial, they were
sentenced to be rednced to the ranks, anu to eiguty-fonr days' imprisonment with hal'lllabonr! Thi:; i:; a terribly severe sentence, and there is
every reason to believe that it is qui te illegaL An olfwer of high standing
-J\1:ajor O. H. Malan, late of the 75th regiment-writes to the Times to
say that, having for years studieu tho qnesLion ot "lawful command,"
as it alfeots the liberty of otli.uers and soldiors; and, haviug often discussed this very point with one of our bBSt generals, on whose stalf he
had the honour to serve, he considers that the order of the oommandant
was entirely contrary to law. "The mistake lies in supposing that when a
man enters the milttary service, either as officer or soldier, he sells himself body and soul to the i:3tate. He does no such tILing. He does not
lose his liberty as a subject. He merely gives to the State as muoh military duty as it demands; if necessary, every hour of the day and night.
But, his duty dune, he may enjoy his liberty as a subject dming his
leisure hours. Military autllOrily hus no power over otliuel's or sulLliers
when off dnty, unless tllOY infringe the law of tite land. This is a point
most strongly maintained by otliuers of tue army, and, as th(; liberty of
the subject is the same for the poor as the riu!l, they should maintain it
for their soldiers. PrAaching in the upen air is no crime in Euglaud. It
is practised by noblemen, gentlemen, and hundreds of working men. If
a riot ensues, or a public road is obstructed, the preacller may be lawfully punished for creating a breach of'the peace. But that there be no
open-air preaching for fear of l'iot is not the law of England. 'I'herefore,
if to preach in the open air is not contrary to the law of Englanel, it is an
nn warrantable interference with the liberty of the snbjeut, and an abuse
of military authority for a commanding ofliuer to order a soldiel' not so to
preach. t'uuh command is not a lawful command. Mr. Goschen stated
that the men apparently wilf'llly disobeye~ their colonel to try the question. Only' apparently.' I went to Gosport on the lOth inst. to see
them, and to advise them as a friend and as an old offiuer, in the interests
of discipline, until the question be lawfully settled. 'I'hey told me that in
each instance they left barracks purposing to do as their colonel wished;
but, being with their friend, the city missionary, and led by a power they
could not resist, they preached. I have seen the place where they
preached. It was nut in the streets; but in a large open space in an
out-of-the-way localit,y in Gosport, where they were welcomed, and in no
way intefered with public tmilic. 'rhe gr8atest sympathy was felt for
the corporals by the pUOl' of th8 neig'!lbourlLOIJd, by whom they are
much respected, and alsu by thuir uU11lrades." The men have been released from prisun, and in une casu seventy-seven out of the eighty-four
days' imprisunmellt have been l'eUliLted; IJllt they ought also to be reinstated in their rank of corporal, anu to receive their pay back in that
grade.
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