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"HOME WITH JESUS!"
SUCH were the words of a little child under two years of age. What
led to the remark was the inquiry where her little sister was.
As far as we can learn, no one had ever expressed themselves ill her
hearing in the memor:1ble terms in which she replied, "HOIl1E WITH
JESUS." Truly, thought we, :1S soon as apprized of the dear child's
words, this is indeeu an illustr:1tion of the passage, "Out of
the mouths of babes ftnu sucklings Thou hast perfected praise."
Other thoughts immediately prcsented t 11omsolves: "Home with
Jesus!" rI'hought we, " It would be no home withont Jesus." Ah!
wh:1tever the suspicions ftbout self, :md tho fC:1rs :1bout one's love,
:1fter :111, Jesus is Alph:1 :1nu Omega, the beginning and the end, the
first and the last. Could poor Christ-cmving souls ann.lyze their
real condition, they would be :1stounded at the nature and
extent of their lispings and longings, pantings and breathings, after
Jesus. Sensible as they are of their own shortcomings, :1nd conscious of not being where or as they would be, yet, notwithstanding,
there is a deep, heartfelt sympathy with those who are :1rdently
desiring a personal claim in reg-ard to Jesus as in very deed theirs in
a eovenant which cannot be broken. Ignorant as in gre:1t measure
they may be of the f:1ct, still Christ is uppermost in their thoughts,
feelings, and affections.
We are aware th:1t there are thousands who may question this as
far as they themselves are concerned; it is a fact nevertheless.
The moment the imperish:1ble interests of the immortal soul are
discussed, or from whatsoever cause, or from wh:1tsoever means, salvation-matters are introduced, the souls of these Christ-craving ones
are at once drawn upward a:.:td Christward. There is an instantaneous looking and longing after Him. If sin, for example, be
presented as a disease, directly the thoughts arise, "Ah! there is
but one Physician, and that is Christ. Oh, that He may be pleased
to heal my poor sin-sick soul! Oh, that I may be privileged in
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very deed to find that 'there 'is balm in Giiead, and that there is a
Physician there! ,,, Again, if sin be represented as a debt, and the
sinner in a penniless condition, immediately the heart's promptings
are, " Oh, that I may be privileged to know that Jesus has paid the
dreadful debt that has so long stood against my poor soul! May He
indeed say, 'Deliver him from going down into the pit; I have
found a Ransom.' " Is the soul brought to feel its utter helpless,
impotent, and destitute state? As a matter of blessed necessity,
because under the leading, direction, and control of the Holy Ghost,
there is an outgoing of heart and a fervency of desire that Christ may
be personally revealed as the" Strength of Israel" and the Saviour
thereof. Has the soul been brought by grace divine to " see an end
of all perfection," and feelingly to know that" His commandment is
exceeding broad?" Almost imperceptibly, but yet in a blessed intensity, there is a holy, fervent, insatiable desire personally to realize
that" Christ is the end of the Jaw for righteousness to everyone that
believeth." Has there been a discovery, under the teaching and
power of the lIoly Ghost, that" all our rightcousnesses are as filthy
Tags r" At once there is a corresponding desire to go to the footstool of mercy, " making mention of His righteousness, even of His
,only."
Ah, dear reader, what a proneness there is upon the part of the
dear children of God to overlook these facts. How they fail to see
that it is the Holy Ghost, and the Holy Ghost alone, that ean cause
them to see and feel, on the one hand, their own helpless, guilty,
lost, and undone condition; and, on the other, correspondingly to
feel and acknowledge the fact that there is salvation in no other, "for
there is none other name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved."
Oh, what invaluable knowledge is tbis! what a blessed teaching
is this! what marvellous light is this! It is what none by mere
human intelligence or the simple effort of the creature can attain to.
rt is God's work, and His alone, thus to convince of sin, and at the
same time to show where alone true help and succour and deliverance are to be found. And (blessed be His name!) He never shows
the one without in due time discovering the other; nor does He ever
reveal the source of salvation without, in His own good time, also
revealing Christ as such poor, lost, helpless, and undone one's
Saviour. Our God is a God of order. He worketh according to a
covenant plan, and for a kind and loving and gracious covenant
purpose. He never allows Himself to be frustrated in His work,
nor does He ever forego His wise and gracious and determinate
counsels.
But what we exeeedingly desire to press upon the reader's attention is this, that, if he can follow us in the simple course we
have thus laid down, it ill becomes him, and is most derogatoi'Y to
the person and work of the Holy Ghost, to entertain the idea that
the Lord has done nothing for him. On the contrary, we would
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'Omphatically urge upon him the Scriptmal fact, that it is as much
the work of the Holy Ghost to convince of sin, and to lead the
sinncr to see and feel who alone is the Saviour, as it is for Him to
enable that self-same sinner in due time to exclaim, "He hath loved
me, and, given Himself for me." And we repeat, where the former
is revealed, there, in the Lord's own good time, shall the latter be
l'evealedlikewise.
Moreover, we would remind the anxious reader that a consciousness
of these simple facts may, under the Spirit's leading and teaching, be
discovered instrumentally by contrast. It is for such to contrast their
former blindness, indifference, and impenitency, with their present
self-knowledge, anxiety, and sorrow. They may likewise compare
their present condition of self-loathing and distrust with the self-satisfaction and pride of the unhumbled, untaught, whole-hearted
Pharisee. And if, after such comparison, he dares declare that God
has done nothing for him, we are indeed greatly mistaken.
Further, if such poor anxious ones are afraid to say that they love
the Lord, or that the Lord loves them, can they-dare they-say
that they have no interest-feel no power-are altogether unmoved
and unaffected, when, for example, such precious hymns as, "Rock
of Ages, cleft for me," or, "Jesus, Lover of my soul," are sung? Is
there no softness, 1/0 mellowness, 110 melting, '110 dew, but all hard,
callous, indifferent? No envying some poor soul whose heart seems
touched? No secret exclamation, ","{ould that I, too, could feel!
Oh, this hard heart! Oh, tllis wretched, cold, miserable lifelessness of mine! Smely, any state or condition were preferable to
this! The furnaee, even, were Letter than this utter indifference!"
Ah, reader, what lies under all this but au ardent and intense
longing after Jesus? Love-love-is at the bottom, after all. A
panting and a craving whieh the Lord alone could create, and which,
in due time, He will satisfy.
Beloved, if you could analyze the experiences of both Old and
New Testament saints, you would find, if we mistake not, that by far
the larger proportion of their state was not only that of trial ancl
affliction, with respect to circumstances, but clouds, and, at lea3t,
comparative darkness, hung over their minds. There was, we repeat,
by comparison, but little joy, transport, triumph. "Ve beg the reader
carefully to consider the subject, and, having ascertained and admitted
the fact, we will encleavom to account for it. Is not their sojourn
in this vale of tears iuscparable from pain, affliction, and trial, of
some sort, as the fruit and effect of 8in.2 Moreover, is not the great
principle of faith here to be brought into daily act and exercise?
Is it not a distinct provision of the covenant that they should
"walk by faith," and "not by sight?"
Among many others that might be quoted, what was the testimony of Asaph, as given in the 73rd Psalm? "I was envious,"
says he, "at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.
'" .., They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued
L L
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like other men. 'if 'if Their eyes stand out with fatness; they have
more than heart could wish. 'if '" 'Whcn I thought to know this,
it was too painful for me, until I went into the sanctuary of Goel;,
then understood I their end."
vVe contend, therefore, that the entire bearing of Scripture goes to
prove that the condition of the people of Goel here is one of trial and
affiiotion, in which the graces of the Spirit-faith, hope, love, and
patience-are severely tested.
Again, when we consider the characters in which the Lord's
people are represented, whilst on pilgrimage, it is most clear that a
season of perpetual sunshine, with no intervening clouds, nor mists,
nor storms, nor times of drought, is out of the question. Trarcll('J'S
must expect inconveniences and difficulties and dangers.
Such
things are taken for granted; and they only render home and rest
the sweeter and the more to be desired. The people of God are,
during their time-state, as so many SOlttiPI'8. They have, by grace·
divine, enlisted under the banner of Immanuel; hence they are
callcel to conflict. They wago a porpotual warfare with the world"
the flesh, and the devil. How, then, call soldiers always expect
home-quarters, uninterrupted peace, liO foreign service; no crowded
ship nor stormy seas; no hot climate, native fever, nor painful sicknesses; but merely temporary exercise in fine weather, ample
rations, and good pay? But poor defenders of their Queen and
country would such soldiers prove themselves. The Lord's people
here are as so many 1JWI'illl'i'!; crossing the stormy ocean of life, and.
as such, contending with boisterous winds and rough seas. Their
lives are subjected to the greatest possible privations and perils.
Smooth water and gentle breezes are with them the exception rather
than the rule. Upon these they by no means calculate: they are
glad to have them, but for foul weather they look, and seek perpetually to be prepared. Hence harbour and home are the more
welcome for all they have been called to encounter upon the tempestuous ocean. Precisely thus is it with ~ion's mariners. They
know full well that they have to contend with storms and tempests,
rocks and shoals, quicksands and eddics, on their voyage to the fair
havens. They expect not, neither do they calculate upon, smooth
sailing, fair weather, nor the entire absence of pirates and foos.
They have in contemplation, when embarking, a lengthened and a
perilous voyage before them: hence they are prepared for difficulties,
dangers, and the need of patience and endurance. But all such
dangers, privations, and self-denial, will but render the harbour of
eternal rest, security, and blessedness, the more welcome anel
desiraLle. The people of God are here as so many childi'Pit at school,
under teaching and discipline, far removed for a season from all the
pleasures, elldearments, and satisfaction of home. Under such circumstances they do not expect in the house of at least comparative
strangers, ::md whilst under a course of instruction and training, that
which is peculi:1l'ly identified with home in all its relationships and
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·endearing associations; the society of those near and dear; its
-special provision, its relaxation from study or labour or toil. And
the absence of all these, whilst under school-training and discipline,
and the attainment of knowledge, only serves to make home, by contrast, what it is, or, at least, what it ought to be.
Now, we contend that all these positions, and characters, and
relationships, bear most emphatically upon the condition and circum,stances of the people of God whilst on pilgrimage, or tabernacling
for a season as strangers and pilgl;ims in this vale of tears. And it
is at once absurd tmd unscriptural to represent their present state as
other than a condition of trial, conflict, and cross-bearing: in immediate and indispensable connexion with which is the trial and
exercise of thatjiu'tlt which it is God's special prerogative to bestow,
and their special privilege to possess. Instrumentally, they are
justified by faith; day by day they are called to walk by faith; by
faith they fight; by faith they endure; by faith they are instrumentally sustained and cheered aud comforted; by faith, through
the great Object of faith, they will at length triumph; and at lastand that uninterruptedly and for ever-faith will give place to sight.
But meanwhile the crook or the cross-the storm and the tempest
-clouds and darkness-school routine and school discipline, must be
the Ohristian's portion. No cross, no crown! No battle, no victory!
No voyaging, no fair haven or better land! No school, no home!
vVe dwell upon these fn,cts, clcftr reftder, becausc, in ftddition to the
many encroachments and entanglements of the day in which we live,
a new perversion of truth and real experience has just presented
itself. As if the Homanism, the Uitualism, ::Lnd the nationalism of
our times were not sufficient for the fftith of God's dear people to have
to contend with and expose, a new dogma is introduced; as we
understand it, unruffled calmness, unshaken confidence, a childlike
dependence-yea, a perfect peace-is advocated, and declared by
some to be personally and perpetually realized. Well, if this be the
case, we can only say, with all our varied lessons, and notwithstanding
all our diversified training, we have as yet never been admitted t.Q
the secret. Glimpses, tastes, momentary conceptions of it, we do not
deny. Blessed be God, we have had these, nor would we ignore or
-deny them for all the world calls good or great. But with regard
to this recent and much-talked-of American importation of perfect
peace, perfect love, perfect acquiescence, we believe it to be a delusion,
and a device of the wicked one, as having been transformed into an
angel of light.
The facts, as we gather them from the C/ti'i8firrlt Standard, are,
that a certain American gentleman, engaged in large and prosperous
,mercantile pursuits, has, during the last six years, literally and
almost uninterruptedly realized the unutterable satisfaction and
blessedness embodied in that precious scripture, "Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace (margin, peace, peace) whose mind is stayed on
'Thee, because he trusteth in Thee."
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Now, to begin with, as a rule, the premises are wrong, the founda'tion is bad, the start-point unscriptural. Sympathizing with the·
heart-congratulation of the Oountess of Huntingdon, wjth regard to
the letter "m," we do not mean to say that there are "not ({I1.if
mighty, or noble, or rich that are called," but" not many." We
read distinctly, "I will leave in the midst of thee an afflicted and
poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the Lord." Again
we read, "The Lord hath chosen the poor of this world, rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom." During His personal ministry,.
the Lord Himself testified, "How hardly shall they that have riches
enter into the kingdom of God;" yea, He declared that it was
" easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle" than fOl'
suoh to be the case. Moreover, what was His own personal estate
here but that of poverty and privation? A notable example was
His in this, as well as in all other, respects. The same facts apply to·
prophets and apostles. "I sent you without scrip, and without
purse, and without shoes," said He to the latter; "lacked ye anything? "
Henoe, to say the least, we should roceive the testimony of an
uninten:uptedly-prosperous man, in a worldly point of view, with
considerable caution. In order that the natural pride and fleshly
self-sufficienoy of the human heart should be restrained and kept
~der control, worldly prosperity, in the few instances in whioh it is
permitted as far as the people of God are concerned, must be associated
with trial or exercise of some kind or other. After his being caught up
. into Paradise, even a Paul needed his "thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet him, lest he should be exalted above measure
through the abundanoe of the revelation." Now, for aught we know
to the contrary, this prosperous American gentleman may have some
cross for the shoulder or "thorn in the flesh." We are not unfrequently
in the dark as to the internal trials, or speoial afflictions, or peculiar
exercises of the Lord's people. We remember, some time sinoe,
thinking, whilst in conversation with a somewhat young minister, that
he spoke rather flippantly, and as an untried, unexercised advocate of
certain truths; and we ventured, in oonsequence, to say somewhat
about affliction, trial, bereavement, the loss of ohildren, and so on.
We were oompletely taken abaok and silenoed by his painfullymemorable reply: "I have a grave fall qf them," said he. We were
silenoed; we oould say no more. But ofthis, we may here add, we are
certain, that, where there is special favour, or peouliar indulgence, there
is-or speedily will be-special exercise or particular care, sorrow, or
affliction. In the oase just named, we very soon afterwards heard that
the minister in question was wholly laid aside. Hence the light and:.
liberty he had at the time of our interview may have been preparatory
to this great trial; for no greater trial can a sent servant of God have
than to be laid aside from his work, and stopped in the most blessed
and satisfactory of all labours. We repeat, that speoial favour not
unfrequently immediately precedes special trial. We knew, many
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yeurs ago, of a dear young person being brought into deep conviction
for sin, and then into the liberty of the Gospel, under the same sermon.
This, we need not remind the reader, is a rare and most unusual case.
Oommenting upon it, a blessed mother in Israel said, "She is either
about to be taken home, or is destined to undergo great trial;" and
the latter was indeed her portion, for a succession of deep trouble and
heavy afflictions awaited her, but, in the issue, her end was most
triumphant.
The Lord is so sweetly and blessedly manifested to His people, in immediate connexion with all their weaknesses, helplessness, sin, and
destitution, as being the very Helper, Sustainer, Protector, and Deliverer they need, that, were they anything in themselves and of themselves but what they are, Christ would not be either so suitable or
so precious as under present circumstances He proves Himself to be.
,,"Without me ye can do nothing," and, "From me is thy fruit found,"
shine like sunbeams through the grand covenant plan of salvation.
The creature" less than nothing, and vanity," "Christ all in all." The
entire opening out and development of the life and walk of the children
of God ratifies and confirms the foregoing as a divine and incontrovertible verity. Aught, then, that in the least possible degree implies or
pre-supposes either will, wisdom, or strength, as far as the creature is
concerned, deteriorates from the person and work of Christ. Christ is
emphatically, not merely thc "Sun of Righteousuess," but thoSun and
Oentre of the grand economy of redemption. " 'rhere is sulvation in
no other," nor in aught else.
But what we have now to grapple with, or contend against, is the
six years' ulmost-if not ultogcthor-uninterrupted composure, satisfaction, and absolute peace of which we just now spoke. vVe do not,
we repeat, understand it, and, personally, we are strangers unto it, as
far as duration and intensity are concerned. At most, as already intimated, we have had but tastes of it, and momentary glimpses of and
insight into it. Nor can we understand how such a state of things
can comport with the testimony of either Paul or Peter. The one
declares, "that the £re shall try every man's work of what sort it is ;"
and the other speaks of "a needs-be that ye should be in heaviness,
through manifold temptations, that the trial of your faith, being much
more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the
appearing of Jesus Christ."
But to return to the dear little one's remark, "HOME WITH JESUS."
It immediately brought to our recollection two precious portions, the
one from the 14th of John, where, among His last words to His dear
disciples, the Lord said, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe
in God, beHeve also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions:
if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a placc for
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also."
The other was the 4th of 1st Thess., 16th and 17th verses: "And so
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shall we ever be with the Lord,"
Dear reader, is not this indeed to
be "home with Jesus P" when all storms, afflictions, trials, and
temptations,~willbe for ever and ever at an end; wherr, in His own
everlasting and ever-blessed home, "God-even om own God"-" shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain; for the former things are passed away." The psalmist had
this blessed consummation in view, when he exclaimed, "As for me, .
I will behold Thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I
awake, with Thy likeness."
Beloved, how cheering is the thought of the many-yea, the very
many-with whom we were personally acquainted, and of whom it may
be said,
" Once they were mourning here below,
And wet their couch with tears;
7hey wrestled hard, as we do now,
With sins, and doubts, and fears,"

-who are now" HOME 'WITH J ESU::;.', And there is further comfort to
be gathered from the testimony of the apostle, at the close of the 11th
of the Hebrews: "And these all, haviug obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise, God having provided some
better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect."
" I-IOME WITH JESUS!" Made meet to be there by His cleansing
blood and justifying' righteousness.
"HOME WITH JESUS!" because guarded and guided thither by infinite wisdom, omnipotent strength, and boundless love.
" HOME WITH JESUS!" because, even in the days of His flesh, He
declared, " Father, I will that those whom Thou hast given me be with
me where I am, that they may behold my glory."
"HOME WITH JESUS!" because Head and members are united, and,
as there is to be "no schism in the body," must dwell together in a
blessed oneness, fellowshi.p, :llld identity.
" HOME WITH J RSUS !" Sin annihilated, the world vanquished,
Satan silenced. Death, hell, and the grave, eternally banished.
" HO~IE WITH JESUS!" At peace and at rest for ever in the unclouded sunshine of His presence; beholding' Him "no more as
through a glass darkly, but face to face, and that for ever and ever."
"HOME WITH JESUS I"~
" Oh, glorious hour! oh, blessed abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh, nor sin, shall ere control
The sacred pleasures of my soul."

St. Lwcf','s, Bedminster, July 29,1873.

THE EDITOR.
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'Ql{1b:JJsibt [lofts.
THE WALK QF THE CHRISTIAl, IN AN UNGODLY WORLD.
" Take diligent heed to walk in all Iris ways."-J OSHUA xxii. 5.
All! beloved, the walk of some Christians through this ungodly world
puzzles us amazingly. They are so engrossed with earth's cares, so
worldly-minded, seem to live so little in communion with God, that we
fuil to mark that (li~tinction of character which we feel ought to be clear
and decided. We look for this state of things with free-willers, who,
reversing the Lord's statement, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon,"
practically say by their lives, "Ye can serve God and mammon," and so
make the best of both worlds; but, with those who profess to be lovtlrs
of Jesus and children of God, is it not sad to see them wrapt up in the
spirit of the world, and talking so little of Him with whom they hope
soon to live for ever? We know there are some blessed exceptions, and
it is our privilege sometimes to meet with those whose "conversation
is in heaven," and whose countenances radiate love at the mention of the
name of Jesus; but, to be truthful and honest in this matter, does it
not accord with your own experience, as well as with ours, that' the
greatest number of the children talk far too much of earthly affairs, live
far bolow their high calling, and manifest far too much of the spirit of
the world? Verily, the line of demarcation between the Church and the
world is not,in our day, so clearly developod as it ought to be. It has
been laid upon our heart at this time, we trust and think by the Spirit
of Uod, to pandor over this phase of our walk and lifo, and wo hope, by
the blessing of Uod, it may be the moans of stirring us up to drink more
deeply into the apostle's desire, ",Vhorofore gird up the loins of your
mind; be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the rcwelation of Jesus Christ; as obedient children, not
fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance:
but as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy." Ah!
thinking of this "manner of conversation," are we not grievously guilty
on this score, and, when we meet, is not precious time occupied in mere
tittle-tattle? ,Ve have only one life to live; surely the passing moments,
which neVH can be recalled, should be spent in talking of Jesus; instead
of which, alas! how seldom is He even mentioned! We want more of
that kind of experience upon this point 80 sweetly doscribed by John
Bunyan, when he tells us of Christian's visit to the beautiful house. He
says-' , Now the table was furnished with fat things, and with wine
ihat was well refined, aml (mark this, beloved) ALL THEIR TALK AT THE
'TABLE WAS ABOUT THE LORD 01' TIlE HILL; as, namely, about what He
had done, and wherefore He did, and what He did, and why He built
that house." Ah! how seldom can it be said now of a company of
'Christians at the table, that all their talk is "about the Lord of the Hill?"
Their talk is about anything and everything but about Jesus. Shame be
upon us, as heirs of glory, to talk so little of Him, to let the little trifling
things of time absorb so much of our attention, and to come, as we do,
.away from our gatherings savouring of the world rather than of the
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kingdom of heaven. Surely this should be with us a matter of deep,
earnest prayer, that the Lord will give us grace to be faithful to Him,
and that the "Lord of the Hill" should be first, and last, and all with us
when we meet.
For ourself we can truly say, where Christ is not
introduced as the topic of conversation, we care not to go.
Now the question that arises here is, What is the standard for the
Christian in this matter? how should he walk in the midst of an ungodly
wodd, seeing that he is so much engaged in it? It has struck the writer
that the Apostle Paul meets this important inquiry in the last expression
he uses in the eleventh of the Romans, and which we consider is the key
to the twelfth chapter. He says, "To Him are all things; to whom be
glory for ever. Amen."
Here is the test, or standard, to guide the
Christian-" To Him are all things." Because this is so, and glory
should, in all things, redound to Him, "I beseech you, therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service:
and be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God;" and I bel ievo, if we applied th is portion to our
oft inquiry, \Vhat is right, and what is wrong, for the Christian to enter
into? "'1'0 Him are all things; to whom he glory." Can wo ask His.
blessing upon it? Can we feel that it is " to Him," and will bring Him
glory? If we cannot, whatever it cost us, we had better spurn it as we
would do "an unclean thing" (Isaiah xxx. 22); avoid it as we would do
a leper, and cast it from us as we would do a serpent.
I think, also, we have a similar guide, or standard, for us in the words·
of the same apostle to the Colossian bretbren: "As ye have therefore
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him; rooted and built up
into Him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding
therein with thanksgiving." Here there is a distinct assertion that there
is such a thing as "walking in Christ," and the question arises, What
can this mean? Of course, it implies a renouncing of every other ground
of acceptance with God than by the merit, blood, and righteousness of
the Lord Jesus, "in whom we have redemption through His blood, even
the forgiveness of sins." But there is something beyond this, Or rather,
perhaps, growing out of it_CC Walking in Christ." It shows us, we
think, that He islthe Source of life and grace; for" of His fulness have all
we received, and grace for grace," as well as a vital union with Him.
"The life (says Paul) which I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave Himself for me." And then, beyond this, we
think "walking in Christ" is a growing conformity to Him in all things,
and a giving up all for Him: "He that abideth in me, and I in Him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit."
Our blessed Lord puts the matter Himself in this form in His·
memorable prayer to the Father: "I pr,ay not that Thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the
evil." \Vhat a death-blow this to the practice of those who would
sepal'ate themselves from the society of their fellow creatures, and live
a life of cloistered gloom and solitude-" I pray not that Thou shouldest
take them out of the world!" No, they are there to stand in the
appointed lot, and carry out the duties of life diligently; but "I do
pray, 0 Father, that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil "-those
things that are hurtful to them. that would lower the tone of their
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spirituality, and that wonld canse them to become overwhelmed with
the spirit of the world. Oh, it is precious to have a Saviour's prayer put
up on our behalf, that we may be "kept by the power of God, through
faith unto salvation." And then, without multiplying scriptures, the one
that heads our paper is to the same point, and well forms for us a
standard for our walk in an ungodly world: "Take diligent heed to
walk in all His ways." It was Jo~hua's advice to the children
of Israel; it will do for God's spiritual Israel to the end of time:
" Walk in all His ways."
Put the matter presenting itself to this
test, can it be said to be "walking in His ways," or does it unmistakably savour of the ways which the ungodly delight to walk in? If it
does, it must be positively resisted, even if it cost us a cross. We
must take up the cross and follow Him.
And now, keeping these Scriptural standards in view, namely, that in
the walk, to Him must all be done, that He may have the glory, our walk
must be "in Christ," and our steps, though in the world, must not be of
it, and our care that everything must be in accordance with His ways.
Now let us descend a little' to details and phases of experience.
For instance, if we take, in connection with the walk in life, that
important step of an eartltly alliance, we are bold. at once to declare
that the Christian should not join himself, or herself, to an ungodly
person, but marry only in the Lord. This is an important subject. It
may be that some of our readers are exercised upon it; if so, we trust
they will take our remarks kindly. Now, we will not presume to be
sentimental upon it, but at once take our stand upon the ,Vord of God.
There, undoubtedly, it is strictly forbidden and enforced that " thou
shalt make no covenant with these, lest it be for a snare in the midst of
thee; ncither shalt thou make marriage with them." But, it may be
said, you are taking your stand upon the Mosaic law; is it not different
under the present dispensation? "YVe reply, omphatically, it is not; the
Word is as dear upon this point in the New Testament as in the old: for
instance, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; for
what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?" Such is the clear language of the
Apostle Paul, who gives us similar advice elsewhere: "Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them."
Oh, what evil consequences have sprung from such unholy alliances! A
case to the point is called up by these remarks to our mind. We knew a
Christian young lady who had set her affections upon a worldly man.
He was certainly gentlemanly, and well educated, and her desire, even
before the Lord, was that she might have him, let the consequences be
what they might. The Lord granted her request, but sent leanness unto
her soul. And oh, the misery and years of bitterness that that poor
thing endured. The last we heard of her was that she was at the Cape
of Good Hope, passing through seas of trouble. This is by no means an
isolated case. And oh, what shame, also, children often bring upon
godly parents by such unholy alliances. Knowing this, can we wonder
at God's old patriarch, Abraham, manifesting the greatest anxiety and
care that his beloved Isaac should not be unequally yoked: "And he said
unto his eldest servant of his house, that ruled over all that he had,
Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and I will make thee swear
by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt
not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among,
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whom I dwell. But thou shalt go unto my country and to my L£ndred, and
take a wife unto my son Isaac, "-a command and desire which was carried
out, and ended in the blessing of God upon a happy union. So then, we
.say, dear reader, if exercised at all upon this point, "Go, therefore, seeing
ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the
error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness."
Another important branch of the walk of the Christian is, as to wlutt
pleasw'es or amusements are lC6wful or otlterwise, and this is a point Christian
parents are often deeply exercised about; not so much, it may be, on their
own account, for they, having felt that the Lord is precious, and tasted
and handred the things of eternal life, can find no pleasure in the so-called
amusements of the world; but it is on behalf of their children that they
are more particularly exercised.
Now, with regard to the fastness of the age, it is clear enough that
every Christian should make a stand against this at the risk of being
called Puritan; he or she should resist to their utmost any participation
in such a worldly course. "I beseech you," says the Apostle, "that ye
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called witll all lowliness
and meekness." But with regard to our ehiluren, what ought to he onr
standard? '1'hey must have amn~emont and rcereation, and wo cannot
put old heads on young shollldor~, nor woulll it be right if we could.
Now we think there may be upon this point a distinction drflwn between
that which is manly and conducive to hoalth, and that whi(;h say,mrs of
sensuality. '1'he bat and the ball in the fiold can scarcely be put in the
same balance with the whirl of a heated ball-room; and hero we must
confess, with regard to the former, being in younger days fond of the bat,
and pronounced by a professional to excel therein, that even now the old
feeling comes over one, and we enjoy wq,tching the healthful movements
of the cricketers. We should feel far otherwise in the ball-room; we
should know it to be at once the wrong plaCE> for the Christian. ancl a
misery would possess our spirits perfectly unendurable; so that, after nil,
(Jonscience is greatly our guide. This is a secret judgment of the soul,
which, when influenced by the grace of God, gives its approbation to
actions that it knows to be right and consistf\nt, and reproaches itself
concerning that which is evil: ., Their consciencos also bearing witness,
and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing 01' else excusing one another."
So that, when the matter presents itself for our decision, have we concerning it " a cons(;ience void of offenco" in connection therewith towards
God and towards man? Honesty with oursc!ves thus will make it deal'
to us how wc should act so as not to di;;honour Jesus and tarnish Ollr
Christian character. If the thought of His blessing does not harmoni~c
with the movement, and we should rather not think of the Lord in connection with it, it cannot possibly be "the ways of the Lord," and, whatever it costs us, we should take a firm stand against it.
The love of dress, also, is, to our mj nd, one of the curse~ of the age. Alas!
this is not confined to the world where one 'expects to see it, out is ~een
among Christians. Is it not sad to Bee such an imitation of worldhngs
that we cannot tell the one from the other? Surely, concerning the congregations of the present day, it would, seem that Isaiah's language was
prophetic: "The danghters of Zion are haughty, and walk with stretched
forth necks," &c. " In that day I will take away the bravery of their
tinkling ornaments, the chains, and bracelets, and mufflers, the bonnets
and the headbands, and the earrings," &c. 'fhese are all summed up as
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most obnoxious to the living God. "Ve do not think there is any occll~ion
to run to the other extreme, and put on the demure costume or the
quakeress. There may be as much pride of heart under the drab as under
the decked; but what we do contend for is, that the Christian should study
neatness and quietness in the costume, and, avoiding the fastness of the
age, remember that there must be something vitally wron~ when,
neither in costume or conversation, can we di5tinguish the Christian frbm
the worldling.
These, then, are some of the ways which are not" the ,vays of the Lord."
Worldly conversation, when Jesus is never mentioned-earthly alliances,
made only in the flesh-the pleasures and vanities of time, which the
ungodly enter into-the inordinate love of dress, which makes Christian
and \yorldling undistinguishablc, these, and similar things, should b6
resisted, fur
,; Cbristi<lns :n'e priests and kings,
All born of heavenly birth."
Oh, to live as such! "a! house of Jacob, come ye and let us walk in the
light of the Lord" ( Isaiah ii. 5). "Take diligent heed to walk in all
the W:1YS of the Lord." And now, beloved, let us mention a few things
whiGh we conceive to be antidotes to worlcUy-mindedness, and which
will keep us in the spirit of om passage, taking all "diligent heed to
walk in the ways of the Lord;" :1nd the first we would mention ispri'vate meditat£on 1tpOn tlw Word. Oh! surely this is the delight of the
Christian's soul. "My meditation of Him shall be sweet; I will rejoice
and be glad." A right-minded Christian cannot live without spiritual
meditation-moments day by· day, when he tries to get shut up with Jesus.
"I love," said a dem' Christiftl1, whom the Lord was about to take
home to IIimseH; "I love to sit in thi s room alone, and talk to
Jesus." vVe know too well, amidst life's activity, the difficulty of gaining
these privileged moments, bnt wc believe they should be struggled
earnestly for, and could bo uftcner g:1ined, if determined upon. It is
marvellous to see, with most of' us, how we allow ourselves to be absorbed
in trifles-some little things of the n:1tural life keeping us from the
gmsping of the greater things of the spiritual life. We live mostly more
as earth-bound than heaven-bound.
Another important thing in connection with right walking is, feeding
upon tlte prOln1'ses day by day. A celebrated artist has recorded that he
" passed no day without cl1'Ctwin!J rt line." Ob, beloved, we should pa:s.q no
day without cl)'{{wz'n!J a line from the Word, and seel,ing the teaching ofthe
Holy Spirit, to unfold it to our comfort and joy. It is in this way that
we learn of Christ, and they are happiest who draw most of vital godliness from His fulness. Such are kept above the little things that worry
and woar those who live in the lowlands and are always grovelling' in the
dust.
And here we cannot refrain from recommending' the Christian, in his or
her position in life, to struggle for opportunities to meet, kindred
spirits, for the purpose of meditating together upon the Word. "Thon
they that feared th~ Lord I'pake often one to another: and tho "Lord
hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was writtcn
before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon Iris
name." Oh, do permit me, deal' brethren and sisters in Christ, to urge
you, in your respective localities, to form little g:1therings fol' this .lllll'pOSe;
it is a blessed way of spending an evening. Well do we know that diffi.-
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culties will arise to your so doing-we have experienced such fully-still,
beloved, struggle for it. Remember the promise, "Where two 01' three
meet together in my name, there am I in the midst of them," and that to
bless them. With all thediscouragements we have personally encountered
in the matter-and they have been groat and many-yet we are not
without tCi'ltimonies of the value of i'luch saintly gatherings. "Well,"
said one dear saint, "it has been a precious opportunity to lllY soul ;" and
another, a young man, who had been brought up in Arminian training,
expressed himself to us thus: "I see the Scriptures in a diffcrent light to
what I ever did before." Oh! why should we not talk often el' of Him
with whom we expect to live throughout eternity?
I am quite sure that the more we return to the "Vord of God, and
snatch, with uplifted hearts, moments over it, the less shall we be carried
away by the trifles of time; and oh! the happiness which the Christian
gains when the IToly Spirit causes him to pause over a passage, and then
strikes home upon his heart the hidden meaning. Such moments and
seasons are sources of inward comfort and consolation that the worlel
knows }lothing of.
"Give me, Lord, the grace I necd,
To Thyself my heart incline;
As Thy holy Word I read,
Let me gathcr strcngth divine."
In conclusion, the upliftings of our heart at this time are-Oh! our
precious Jesus, some of us are getting very near the confincs of eternity;
a few more years, at most, and the spot on earth which knows us now
will know us no more for ever. "Ve want, during the remainder of our
days, to be uncoiled from earthly attractions and to cling closer to Thee.
We want to shake off the clods of the valley, and rise to communion on
the mount with our bless~d Lord. Our worldly-mindedness puts us to
shame; our sensuality puts us to confusion before Thee. \¥ e are so
unholy; yet, Lord, the new nature is pure, ancl this is our consolation.
It is that other law in our members warring against the law of our mind,
and bringing us into captivity to the law of sin which is in our members,
that annoys us so much. Oh! Mighty One, keep it dow~, and conquer
for us, and let us be more Christ-like. Ah! precious Lamb, we follow
at an immense distance from Thee; yet Thon knowcst our desires, and
none can draw us closer to Thy side but 'l'hino own blessed Spirit. Spirit
of God, then, wean us from the things of time and sense, and enrich our
souls with those "drops in the night" that shall make us fruitful unto
God; and when Thou hast, in Thine own way and time, ripened us, oh!
take us to yonder brighter anel better world, where we shall truly walk
with Christ, and that without fear of separation. In this way, as dear
Hart sings, may we" Be to this world as dead,
Alive to that to come; .
Our life in Christ is hid,
Who soon shall call us home."
"Blessed aro the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk,
OILord, in the light of Thy countenance," hero and hereafter.
Wanstearl.
G. C.
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"Comfort the feeble-minded, support the weak."-l Thess. v. 14.

"THE TIMES THAT WENT OVER HIM."
IT was the saying of a gracIous man, now with his Lord, that "God's
people were always tried; for they were tried when they were tried, and
tried when they were not tried." This remark will hear examiuation,
and comes very forcibly home to the heart of a child of God. "Tried when
they are tried;" yea, that they are. Then is the time that Satan comes
in and stirs up rebellion or carnal contrivances for deliverance-fills the
mind so wholly with, and about, the trial, that there seems oftentimes no
room for God. Nothing, it may be, left; not "a sherd to take water
from the pit, or fire from the hearth." "I sink in deep waters, where
the floods overflow me," said the Psalmist; for though we have here
Christ in prophecy, by the type of David, yet did David pass through
the trials that in part represented the trials of David's Lord. God's
saints, from time to time, while in the wilderness, have a sip out of the
same cup that Ohrist drank to the dregs. "Many are the afflictions of
the righteous;" but trial stirs up sin, and a blfj,ck brood of bosom evils
spring into life and activity when the rod falls upon the believer's back.
vVhether the trial be the loss of loved ones, pecuniary difficulties, the
strife of tongues, perils from false brethren, or secret soul exercises-when
the mind sinks into dejection, and becomes a prey to gloomy fears and
dismal apprehensions, no matter what presses upon tIle heart-the result
is the same, it stirs up sin. The doctrine of total depravity is not leaI'm
in a day; it is a life-lesson that God the Spirit teaclLOs the soul. It is
not only a foundation doctrine, stated in the vVord, bllt it is a foundation
truth in experience-the first lesson the light of life shows the soul, and
the secret, but solemn, means God nses to make the salvation of Uhrist
needful and valuable. By trial, God turns up, as it were, the innate evils
of the heart, which, though always there, are undiscovered till the trial
falls, and the wisdom in the appointed trial is seen by the peculiar evil
it stirs up. We may pretty nearly jndge the needs-be for the trial, what·ever it is, by the spirit it rouses in the heart and the kind of evil it
produces. The believer has not only the weight of a trial to bear, but
also the depravity of nature, which may make a small cross an intolera1le
burden. And thus the children of God" are tried when they are tried."
But there is another side to this sentence. "Tried when they are not
tried." How is it then with the believer? Is he not glad and thankful
to be left at ease, to feel weights removed, and all gOillg' smooth and
pleasantly? But such times call for much prayer for safe keeping and
close walking with God; and times of ease usually are bad times for
prayer. So here lies the danger of a calm. The soul grows careless and
prayerless, and the next step is worldliness. Trial kept the believer at
the mercy-seat; and to be much at a throne of grace keeps the heart at
a distance from the world. The solemn fear of worldly entanglements is
a great favour; and, when the Lord gives His saints a little brenthing
time from the cross, a truce in the war, it is soon seen whether it is in
judgment or mercy, by results. Those in whose hearts God Jms planted
His fear will feel the importance of divine care and keoping when
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circumstances around are similar to those in ancient days: "in Judah
things went well;" for, said the poet," More the treacherous calm I dread
Than tempest bursting o'er my head."
The depravity of onr nature not boiIl~ stirred up by the trial of a cross,
self-rightetJusness often begins to work. David kne'w something of this
uvil spirit by experience: "And in my prosperity I said, I shall never be
moved." The child of God also becomes at such times an easy prey to
error in doctrine and careless walking in practice. Knowing somewhat
of this by past teaching, and that the way of restoration is by a heavier
cross, the believcr is led to be suspicious in a calm; and this suspicion
leads to fear, and engenders sometimes a spirit of bondage and legality;
so that the trial of being untried, and its result upon the spirit, is often
manifest6d. But. while ease produces frothiness and worldliness in no
small degree-,du:m grace is not in active operation-ease, under the
teaching's of the Spirit, leads to humility, gratitude, and an eal'llest
desire that all which has passed through the fire and the ,rater of tribulation should be devoted to the Lord.
,Vhen the Lord turns the captivity of llis pcople in grace, "gives
beauty for aslles, the oil of joy fOl' mourning," then tlio hellrt goes forth
in love and thankfulness; and when, in pruvidellces, tho children of God
can say, "vVe went through fire and '\"ater, but Thou broughtost us out
into a wealthy place," the heart may be led for a time to praise the Lord
for His mercies. But providential blessings have a dangerous tendency
to glue the heart to the earth, to encumber it with the" thick clay of the
wilderness," and to make us cling to the" things that do appear;"
hence the needs-be for godly watchfulness" when in Judah things go
well;" hence the jealousy of heart when the believer is untried, and the
often put up cry, "Sanctify my mercies, and keep the fu'st and warmest
place in my heart for Thyself."
But times of ease have a dangerous tendency further, as the believer is
then an easy prey to error. Trial keeps the soul close up to God for
support and deliverance, and at such times floating errors find no favour
in weeping eyes; hut the case is changed when the burden is removed;
there is time thcn to look abroad, and Satan is not slow to use the opportunity. The blameless life of some '1']\0 add to this a startling- quantity
of good works, yet are doad before God, at enmity with His truth and
His way of salvation, are Satan's most useful instruments for propagatmg
error and lowering- in the breast the standard of truth. " They are such
excellent people!" "He is such a devoted man!" are short sentenceR,
often heard now-a-days, whereby the simple and unwary are beguiled
into error.
,Vithout deciding upon their end, we may leave the case and state of
such with God, who declares "He will judge the world with righteousness, and the people with equity." Times of ease are peculiar]y used
by Satan to this very end of introducing errOrS into tho mind, that the
rod mUf;t expel if the child is the Lord's, and not Satml's, o£fspring. The
greensward hidos many a hollow that the unwary fall into, while tho
rough and 'beaten track of tribulation keeps the traveller on the watch.
So it is spil'itu:l1]y, and thus the believer, in reviewing the past, has
reason to thank {jod for his trials, the school in which he learnt his
best and most useful lessons, was instructed in his own wickedness and
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won,leness, and felt something of the grace, love, and power of a God nnd
l!'ather in Ohrist Jesus. In this spot he was taught the worth of divine
truth as a shield and buckler, and the battle-field proved the excellence
of the armour. Here the world was seen in its true light, the vVord of
God had its right value, tIle mercy-seat was the soul's favourite spot,
and Jesus all in all; and thus the bitter and sweet are mingled in the
cup of the Lord, out of which the saints must drink from time to time,
and yet can say, with truth,"The trial, though poignant, was precious to me,
A message of mercy, that led me to Thee."
" Happy are the people that are in such a case; yea, blessed are the
people who have the Lord for their God."
L.
ANOTHER WORD FRO]\![ THE LATE REV. J. O. PHILPOT.
]\![y DEAR FRIENDS,-I have been very ill since I last wrote to you.
One thing is certain, that all who are journeying heavenward are passing,
more or less, through a path of trial, suffering, and exercise; and I need
not tell you how the weak and coward flesh shrinks from the weight
of so heavy a yoke. I often find it difficult to know what good I get
from the cross; and you know there is such a thing as brazing a fool
in a mortar. I hardly know, at times, whether I am that fool who has
been so often brazed, or whether I have learnt anything to profit; but,
I think I can say this, if I have learnt anything worth kno'l'ing, it has
been through the furnace. That is the place where no self-righteousness,
vain-confidence, or fleshly faith can stmld. They are like putting a piece
of leal! into the fire, which melts as soon as it feols the flame; but truth,
salvation by grace, the blood of the Lamb, and the work of the blessed
Spirit will stand the hottest flamo, and Hlline all the brighter for it. I
feel much cOllvinced, in my own mind, tllat nine-tenths of what is considered religion is nothing worth. I to W lllfll1y forms, ri tes, and ceremonies,
which are thought so highly of, sink into rottenness and death when they
are viewed in the light of the Holy Spirit! and, perhaps, an opposite
temptation springs up which is to think almost too little of the means;
How much we are sunk into the state which Mr. Huntington foresaw ag
coming upon the churches; and it is likely those who live will see matters
get worse and worse. To deny vital, fundamental truths is the first step
to apostacy; for, when men get indifferent to the truth of God, and view
vital truths as mere opinions, the next step from this indifference is to
depart from them, and, as they go on, they get from bad to worso, till the
truth is altogether given up and error after error greedily drunk in.
There are two things for "which a child of God should cry most earnestly:
one is to be kept from evil, the other is to be preserved from orror. Some
are more tempted to one, and some to the other, but both are equally
dreadful traps of Satan; indeed, I hardly know which is the worst of the
two. How we see in the New Testament the prevalence in the churches!
See what characters there were, as drawn by the pen of Jude; and again,
w] lat erroneous men, as depicted by the pencil of holy John. And I firmly
believe we have just such characters in the churches now, only they are
covered over with a decent profession. What need we have to bo on the
watch-tower, to be studying the Word of Truth, and to be begging of the
Lord to give us His Holy Spirit to "lead us into all truth," to mn lee and
1I{ lIf
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keep our conscience alive and tender, and grant us everything which is
comprised in the prayer of Jabez (1 Chro. iv. 9).-Yours in the truth,
J. C. P .
. , SOWING IN TEARS," BUT WITH THE SCRIPTURAL HOPE
OF "REAPING IN JOY."
[The annexed correspondence will, we doubt not, 1e reau with refreshing by very many of our beloved readers. How will the" footsteps
of the flock" be traced, and the old beaten track to the kingdom discovered! How clearly is the family likeness to be seen among the
members of the dear household of faith. Notwithstanding all their keen,
deep, heartfelt sorrows, bitter anguish, and manifold trials and temptations, yet how evident it is that they have" bread to eat which the world
knows not of;" so that even amid the clouds and the darkness which so '
commonly intercept their pathway, they can sing', with blessed Hart:
" Boast not, ye sons of ea.rth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your higbest mirth
My saddest hours I prize:
For, tbough my Clip seems fill'd with gall.
A something secret sweetens :111."
We feel assured that many a reader's heart will be touched whilst
reading the annexed, and that our tried and afflicted brother will, in due
time, discover that he has been called to go down into the depths, not
merely for his own sake, but that others, through him and by him, may
see what the wisdom, the love, the power, the divine faithfulness of our
God are, as brought to bear upon His poor and needy, His tried and
tempted, ones; and our brother shall increasingly realize that precious
truth, that "no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but
grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of l'ighteousness unto them which are exercised thereby."-ED.]
C//((,tham, ]Unt, May, 1873.
DEAlt Sm,-SinceI wrote (Dec., 1872), I have been passing through deep.
waters, as you will see by the enclosed epistle. I thought, surely I must
lose my senses. "I called upon Thy name, 0 Lord, out of the Iow dungeon.
Thou drewest near in the day when I called upon Thee: Thou saidst,
Fear not." This was, indeed, the case. As I lay sleepless on my bed, the
precious words that l'evived, and strengthened, and comforted me a little.
were, "Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy
God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold
thee with the right hand of my righteousness." About a fortnight after-wards, I received from Mrs. Hammond (an old correspondent of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE, who now styles herself "Old Sarah," being 'about 72
years of age), the following valuable letter. If it will pass through your
editorial furnace, and commend itself to you as genuine gold, will 'you
kindly insert it in our long-loved family Magazine; and may the. Lord
the Spirit, the blessed Remembrancel', the holy Comforter, make it as
great a blessing to some poor, weary, tempted, and distressed pilgrim to.
Zion as it has been to me.
I have a number of letters by me, written hy Mr. Thos. Jones (now of
Artillery Street Chapel, London). If you would like to see 01' insert one
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•
or two of them, I will, D.V., sf\nd you copies.

If I remember rightly,
Mr. John Poynder (the former "Stripling" of the GOSPEL MAGMINE)
once told me that you accompanied him to Jireh Ohapel, Brick Lane, Old
Street, about thirty years since or upwards, where you heard him (Mr. T.
Jones) preach. He seems in his ministry to be mOl'e savoury than ever.
He is now in his seventy-eighth year.
Look up, dear sir, the hour of redemption draweth nigh.
Yours affectionately, in our living Head,
Rev. D. A. Doudney.
J OSEPH OASSE.
P.S.-Just a word more, dear sir. The daughter (to whom allusion is
made in Mrs. H.'s letters) is the same I wrote to you of, about last
August twelve months, as I was then trying for her to be admitted into
St. Luke's Hospital, London. I do not think I was explicit enough in
describing her case. I have never had any reason to hope that a saving
change has been wrought in her soul by the power of the Holy Ghost.
In your l'eply to that letter, you say you believe she is a daughter of
Abraham. Many times have I been exercised respecting this; but, oh!
dear sir, the many blessed and hallowed seasons I have been favoured
with at the endeared mercy-seat lead me to hope she will be manifested
as a vessel of mercy.· I have sometimes lost the burden in casting it
upon the dear Almighty Burden-bearer. We fear she is in a decline, and
no signs at present of prayer being answered; "but God 2'8 faithful; " there
alone I rest. Dear brother, pray for us. The Lord bless thee, indeed,
is my earnest prayer.
J. O.
My DEAR BROTIIEr:. IN THAT RLESSED naND 01' UNION SUBSISTING BETWEEN O][1([S1' AND HIS BELOVEn OnuRcll,-Since writing the enclosed,
I have re[\(1 your leading article in the Magazine for this month. I often
look back to the time when I first took in the January number, 1841. I
think it was in the autumn of that year I first wrote to you as "A Weeper."
You kindly pointed me to the words of "the Man of Sorrows," "Blessed
are ye that weep now, for ye shall laugh." What I have passed through
since that time God and my own soul only know, YET (you remember the
watchword, YET) I have been upheld till now, >''":ET I have continued to
the present day; for"Amidst all my fears, and sin, and woe,
God's Spirit would not let me go."
I have read also the piece by the dear man of God, P. Leigh, with peculiar feelings, and do feel such a knitting of soul towards him, and deeply
sympathize with him and you in these" interminglings of mercy." He
has quoted a verse which was once sealed on my hoart, at a time of great
need. It must be upwards of twenty years since. I remember coming
home in the dinner haul'; my path was a very trying one, having a young
family dependent for support on my daily labour. I returned to my
work (after partaking of what was pl'ovided) much cast down and overwhelmed in spirit, when the blessed passage of Holy Scripture written
by dear P. Leigh came to my mind with such power and sweetness that
I lost my burden, and a blessed sermon did the holy and divine Testifier
of Jesus preach to my heart: "My GOD shall supply ALL your need,
acconiling to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." And I must and will
say that not one thing hath failed of all that J;Ily deal' heavenly Father
has promised. There has been a great failure on my part in acknowMM2
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ledging His great mercies; shame and confusion of face belongeth unto
me, for my sins testify against me, and my backslidings reprove me.
A word about our dear children, dear sir. I lost a dear youth, sixteen
years of age, in a sudden way, nearly five years ago, but I ha,ve a hope
respecting him. My second son (who, I expect, will soon be removed to
Liverpool) was the last I thought of my nine childrl'll the Lord would
bless with His regenerating grace; but (as P. Leigh says, God's thoughts
are not as ours) he is the first one singled out and taught to know the
God of his fathers. Blessed be the Lord, this eneourages me still to
plead more earnestly for the salvation of the others.
Now, beloved brother, please excuse my rambling lines, and let us look
forward to the meeting in heaven. Oh, what a tale shall each of us have'
to tell there, and what a song shall each and all of the redeemed sing
there !-Yours, most affectionately, in this soul-reviving hope,

J OSEPH

CASSE.

"To' A WEEPER' (Ohatham).
" 'Why, drooping saint. dismayed;
Doth SOlTOW press t};JCe down?
Wlmt groundless fe:tl's :Ll'e these
That make thee mourning go?' "
"My dear sOl'l'owing brother, who, it seems, is low ill a low place, I
take my feeble pen to greet you in Him who' hath His way in the whirlwind, ancl in the storm,' and' the clouds are the dust of His feet.' 'He
maketh the clouds His chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the wind.'
, His way is in the sea, His path in the great waters.' His footsteps we
cannot trace. ' There is no searching of His understanding'; He giveth
power to the faint, and to them that hath no might He increaseth
strength;' and be assured, my brother, 'He knoweth the way that you
take; and when He hath tried you, will bring you forth as gOld;' though
'now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness, through manifold
temptations' and trials, it is that' the trial of your faith may be more
precious than go~d.' ' Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for
the upright in heart;' darkness and weeping endure for the night, but
light and joy shall come in the morning.
" Has my brother lost his roll out of his bosom? and have the base
insinuations of Satan and the power of unbelief beelouded your evidences,
and the pressure of family trials and deep affliction caused you to hang
your harp upon the willows? Are you writing bitter things against yourself, saying, 'Is His mercy clean gone for ever? hath God forgotten to
be gracious?' No, never; 'though you believe not, He abideth faithful;
He cannot deny Himself.' Then why these anxious forebodings and
gloomy fears?
" 'They cast dishonour on your Lord,
And contradi8t His gracious word.' "
Though for a season you are walking in darkness, and having no light,
yet 'trust in the Lord, and stay yourself upon the God of your salvation.'
Hear His own sweet word: 'I will see you again, and your heart shall
rejoice.' It is" , Well when we can sing,
As sinners bought with blood;
Well, when we touch the moul'1lful string,
And mourn an absent God.

The Gospel Magazine.

469

" 'His grace sufficient is, believe,
In any state for you;
Sufficient in the darkest night
Of soul-desertion, too.' "
vVhat! you, my brother, who have so long, throug'h grace, believed, and
so often triumphed in the God of your salvation, sang of delivering
mercies, praised the Lord for His goodness and for His wonderful works
toward you, and now, after so much mercy past, calling in question your
personal interest in Him! 'Is this thy kindness to thy best, thy constant,
tried, and faithful Friend?' You say, when He shuts,. none can open.
True j but Sarah and J oseph knew full well that 'when He opens, none
can shut j when He gives peace, none can give trouble j' and
" , A single smile from Jesus given
Will lift a drooping soul to heaven.' "
" , vVhy art thou so cast down, why so disquieted within thee? hope
thou in God, for you will yet praise Him,' yet will you be enabled to
'look again,' towards His holy temple. But you want a fresh manifestation of the Lord's loving-kindness j then
" 'One word of His supporting breath
Will drive all your fears away.'''
" Can you not remember the Lord from many an hill Mizar, J ehovahJireh, and'" Ebenezers of bye-gone days? But' Sarah' knows that
'hope defened maketh the heart sick, but when the desire cometh, it
is a tree of life.' 'The vision is for an appointed time j if it tarry, wait.'
I have proved, to the honour of my Lord, that it will Dot tarry one
moment boyond i the set time to favour L';ion.' YOll say, 'the petitions
of the publiean and sinking Peter suit you j' theu, be assured, my dear
brother, as tho Lord graciously answered them, so will Ho, in due time,
answer you. Hemember, He is a 'j ust God,' and a Saviour j and, as you
have obtained justification in the bigll court of hoaven, so will you
l'eceive the seal of your justification in your own conscience, which will
silence all your accusers, by a fresh application of the blood of atonement. How very precious is that sweet portion, -r 'If any man sin, we
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous,' &c. And
Him the Father heareth always. 'The Lord hear thee in the day of
trouble, the name of the God of Jacob will defend you j' yes, the Lord
will fulfil all thy petitions.' 'For the oppression of the poor, and for the
sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the Lord, and set him in
safety from him that puffeth at him.' How many times has this precious
promise been fulfilled in my experience! Take courage, my dear brother,
fain would I comfort you with the same comfort wherewith the Lord
* A son, born nearly nincteen ycars ago, was named Ebenczcr (instcad of the name intended of a relative of the family), to commemorate the Lord's merciful interposition at the
time of his birth.
t Very precious indeed it was found to be by " A Weepcr" about twelve years ago.
Writing to an aged minister of the Gospel at that time, he quoted the Psalmist's wor~s,
from a felt sense of their meaning, "0 God, Thou knowest my foolishness, and my sms
are not hid from Thee," when the above passage came with such power, savour, an,1
blessedness, that his heart danced for joy, so that he could scarcely contain himself, and
longed to be in the sacred presence of that dear Advocate and Forerunner. Who bUL tho
Spirit of Truth could prompt the writer to mention the precious text? proving tbe,reby
the blessed oneness subsisting betweell the Triulle J ehovah alld every membcr 01 the
loved family.
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hath so often comforted me, when from the mount of danger I have sang
surprising grace; when, like sinking- Peter, I feared the next wave would
dash my shattered bark, and cut off all hope of deliverance; when the
mysterious dealings of God in providence seemed to run counter to
His promises; when, la! I have heard the well-known voice of my precious Jesus: 'It is I, be not afraid.' And, well do I remember when the
Husband of the sorrowing widow spoke peace to my troubled breast
early in the morning of the 1st January, 1854: 'La! I am with you
always, even unto the end.' Often, since then, 'had I fainted, unless I
had believed to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the liying.'
Therefore, I beseech you to 'wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and
He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.' See how
great things the Lord hath done for unworthy me ; how He bath pleaded
the cause of the widow nearly twenty years; and many a song have I
sang upon the tribulated waters, and now the Lord hath 'compassed
me about with songs of deliverance.'
" As I re-read my brother's mournful epistle, I felt persuaded the Lord
will appear for your deliverance, and that' the Sun of Righteousness will
arise with healing in His wings.' Seeing you arc at the place of stopping of mouths, with all your strength shut up allll gOlle, our extremity
is the Lord's opportunity" , Behind a frowning providence
He hides His smiling face,'
and
, Every dark and bending line
Meets in the centre of His love.' "
" No doubt the painful and protracted affliction of your dear daughter
tends much to depress your spirits; but, as you say, she is in the Lord's
hands. May the Lord in mercy speak the healing word, that you may, if
His sovereign will, yet see her' clothed, and in her right mind, sitting- at
the feet of Jesus.'
"I was very sorry to hear of dear E.'s affliction, and do most affectionately sympathize with you each; and, as enabled, bear your burdens
before the Lord. I must say I have felt freedum of access at the mercyseat when pleading with the Lord to appear in mercy for you and yours.
My special love to my dear, tried, widowed sister M. The Lord support
and strengthen her, and be pleased to restore dear E. to her wonted
health, aud bless her and her deal' husband. Is any thing too hard for
God?
" Pleased-to hear you are still favoured at E. ; no small privilege, in
this dark and cloudy day, to be favoured to sit under a faithful ministry.
The Lord hath not left Himself without living witnesses in and out of
the Church. How sad and solemn are the times in which we live; and
yet how few see the evil day approaching. Forty-four years have I been
looking forward with fearful anxiety to the very things that are now
taking place throughout the length and breadth of our land. What a
mercy to be kept' earnestly contending for the faith once delivered to the
saints.'
"The Lord bless you, and keep you; lift up the light of His countenance upon you; restore unto you the joys of His salvation; renew your
strength, that you may rise above yourself, and all you feel the fallen
subject of, for ye are dead, and your' life is hid with Christ in God,' the
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-secret place of His tabernacle, is the prayer of yours to serve in the
bonds of the Gospel,
OLD SAR.A.TI.
"P.S.-Salute the saints. Shall hope to heal' soon how deal' K, wiLh
yourselves, are. I do not cease to make mention of you each at Court."
Newport, Isle of Wig/tt, April 25th, 1873.
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THE LATE REV. JAMES BABB, M.A., OF PLYMOUTH.
(Concludcd ji'oll! pagc 438.)

BUT how can a man cease to preach when his appointment thereunto is of
God? Mr. Babb felt" necellsity" laid upon him still to minister in
holy things; and thus, though altogether suspendeu by the Bishop, having
another and louder "call" by the" Shepherd and Bishop of souls," he
did but turn from the Church of England to the Church of Christ, and from
a stately building to a humble dwelling. Thus, he threw open the doors
of his own house, which was soon filled with a goodly company, to whom
the word of life and truth was preached, the memorials of the Lorcl's
death administered, and a collection for the Lord's poor also made. And
" thus," he says, "was laid the foundation for the l'evival of the' Corpus
'Christi Society,' established by Dr. Hawker." Indeed, such was the love
of Mr. Babb to the work of the Lord, that, possessing no mean portion
of this world's goods, he built a sanctuary for himself to preach in, which
he styled, "A free domestic chapel;" and also a convenient substantial
dwelling-house, known as No. 17, Portland Villas, Plymouth, adding
thereto a large library of books; and the whole of this valuable property,
.costing somo thousands of pounus, Mr. Babb generously gave to the
cause of God, investing the same in the hanus of thirteen trustees, the
proceeds to be a perpetual endowment to the Lord's ministers and the
Lord's poor. And this noble act, this practical expression of love, he
declared to bo "an offering to the Lord, as a thanksgiving for having
.restored him to the preaching of Christ, and to a zeal for the welfare of
His people." Indeed, the re-establishment and maintenance of "the
Poor Saints' Relief Society" (now a most extensive and useful charity)
formed (apart from the ministry) one of the chieffeatures of Mr. Dabb's
useful life. He considered the wants of the Lord's poor as claims upon
his conscience, time, and means; therefore it was that he so abounded
towards it in deeds of love and charity. He cheerfully resigned his
worldly inheritance that he might possess the horitage of them that feared
.the Lord."
What a wise and happy choice! How few have such love and faith.
Nevertheless, it is not from these things that either wisdom or happiness proceeds, though there is both pleasure and profit in their pursuit;
and the living WIll commend the dead for their observance. Our
,departed friend was by this time built up in the blessed truths of the
Word of God, and his soul established in the true and living Christ of
'God. His own works and ways, therefore, were consigned to the catt:gol'y
of creature doings, and he "despaired of," rather than drew supplies of
eomfort from, all the labour which he had clone under the sun. Hear his
()wn words (in a letter to the penman) :
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" I have had my mind much exercised of late about my busy doings,.
and I beg-in to be afraid of them all, even my exertions on behalf of the·
Poor Saints' Fund; also as it respects my former efforts in establishing
and maintaining a ragged school in Plymouth; but, whatever has been
wrong, the Lord has been pleased to work by it for much good. So in·
my ministry' ye did it unto me;' the doing was good, but the right
spirit was wanting."
Thus, with the same wisdom whereby he was enabled to receive reproof from God, he reproved himself; nor would a "jealous God" allow
him to look back upon a life of nearly fifty years' service in the ministry
with any self· satisfaction or personal contentment. Hence he further said,
in the retrospect ; " I can reconcile myself to scarcely anything that is past, and feel that
none but the LOl'd can make me satisfied, and that only by giving me to
see my individual completeness in Ohrist."
It is a mark of great growth in grace when a man of God becomes
thoroughly dissatisfied with himself~ and both sees and feels such utter
nothingness and insufficiency as to thought, word, and deed, that lui
denounces himself that he may extol the Lord alone. Mr. Babb largely
partook of this chastened, humbled spirit, which he adapted to the
debasing of righteous self and sinful self, to the sole exaltation of the
great Himself! Hence he adds-" All in and of me is only a foil to set
forth and illustrate the goodness, power, and glory of God."
These lamentations of himself left untouched the pure and undefiled
Word of God; hence he also said, in a letter-" Through mercy, my
ministry is maintained in its usual position-all about the salvation
which is in Ohrist Jesus, full and free, flowing from the love of God the
Father, through the blood and righteousness of God the Son, by the
unction, dew, and power of God the Holy Ghost."
And here the writer must be allowed the privilege of bearing his·
personal testimony to the truth of the above. Thus, when at Plymouth in the year 1869, he has recorded, concerning the Sabbath-day
services at Portland Ohapel, as follows : " Mr. Babb's morning sermon was the highest range of truth in its
sublimest form of utterance. I could but bless God from my heart that
the' holy anointing oil' was still preserved in His Ohurch. A Miss L.
(who said ~he always hears for strangers) lamented that the man of God
seemed unusually lacking; but to the writer, who of late years had been
educated in altogether a different school, it was great and precious
indeed-' savoury meat such as my soul loveth'-and I really did shed
tears of joy to find I had a heart prepared of God to receive such blessed
truths. His text was the 2nd verse of the 18th Psalm-' The Lord is my'
Rock, my Fortress, my Deliverer, my God, my Strength, my Buckler, the
Horn of my salvation, and my High Tower.' All 1nl:ne (said the man of
God), and mine, because my Lor-cl' 8! He who is 'my Rock' is J ehovah in
Christ. It is because God the Father was all this to Ohrist Jesus that
Jesus Ohrist is all this unto you and me. 'rhe' God of my Rock' is the
Father unto Ohrist, and J ehovah-Jesus is my Rock; therefore will I build
on Him. He is 'the Stone cut out of the mountain;' the Mountain
first, and then the Stone cut out of it. The Lord God has everlastingly
given Ohrist as the Rock of Salvation unto His Ohurch and people.
, The Rock of Ages' is the Ohrist of God. The world is idolizing the·
flesh, and a man's' god' is his everything. Oh, let Ohrist be the idol of'
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our hearts! How wondel-ful is His language in 2 Cor. v. 21, which,
rightly interpreted, is, according to the Greek and Hebrew version, 'I am
the sin of my Church; I am the curse of my Church.' "
The ministering man of God, after sweetly expounding the blessedness
of Christ as the Fortress, Deliverer, Strength, and Salvation of His
people, then entered so fully a.nd extensively into the benefits of Christ's
death, first to Himself, in being raised therefrom through the blood of
the Everlasting Covenant, with all the glory that was to eternally follow;
and then to His people as partakers of the same blessed inheritance with
Him, that set my poor staggering mind a-thinking; for I could plainly
see how well he was read and deeply taught the great and precious
truths of the Gospel of Christ. His whole sermon seemed designed to
prove that" Christ's blessedness" is our blessedness, the union between
Head and members making the" common salvation" inseparably one.
As upon the same visit into Devonshire I was enjoying the hospitalities
of his house at Plympton, another diary record reads thus: ",Vas up,
as usual, a little after five o'clock, and there sat the studious, energetic Mr.
Babb in his drawing-room, with his Greek and Hebrew works before
him, reading and revising one of his thick manuscript books, headed,
'Babb's English Portrait of the Greek Testament,' from the preface to
which I copied the following: 'Jesus is His name by birth, Christ His
name of office, and Lorel His personal name.' "
,Ve then took a lovely walk, when Mr. Babb said some of the most
blessed things that for a very long time I have been privileged to heal'.
His mind seemed quite led out upon the glories and perfections of the
holy, divine Person, or Personage, as he interpreted it, of Christ, the Son
of God. And yet, he said, "I sometimes get up in the morning as
stupid as an ass, and can neither think, ;;tudy, nor pray."
We were son,ted in a charming spot, where nature soemeu to be glorifying God for thus beautifying the earth, that it might yield its fmitful
blessings unto man. But, above ::lnu lJOyunu all this, our conversation
was in heaven: and, therefore, the lesser ]Jeauties gave place to the
better. Christ eclipses all beneath the sun. Ah, there is nothing in the
earthly thin~s, of themselves, to yield pleasure or profit to the soul, and
we seek in vain for peace and happiness to our hearts unless we seek it
in Christ. He is the soul's Paradise. The writer has often been miserable in the midst of nature's· beauties, and happy in some poor and
barren spot, where the presence of Jesus has been felt and enjoyed.*
Strange that lIe who is a "root out of a dry ground, without form or
comeliness" to flesh and sense, should be such a heaven of delights to
the soul. But it is as the dear man of God afterwards wrote me, " We
have in us two opposite natures, and they are always at war with each
other; not so with our most glorious Christ, for He has two natures in
unspeakable fellowship and agreement. Oh, what wonders do we behold
in the constitution of the Personage of Christ Jesus, our Lord-two
natures opposite, but never opposed-Godhead and manhood in the
unity of one undivided person, in constant communion with each other.
Thus it is evident our departed friend and brother was highly favoureu
of God in his ministerial work. But then he bad passed through seas of
trouble, and suffered much fl'om soul and self-affiiction and sorrow. Hear
his own testimony on the subject. He says :-"Amongst my rogular
course of temptations, persecutions, sinnings, and other trials a.lT'ecting
• How often personally have we found it so.-EI).
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both body and soul, I here record the almost every error and heresy
named, or to be named, by the which, for a time, I have found myself
overcome, so that I seemed to know the heart of a Socinian, Arian,
libertine, &c., and even of an Atheist. Yea, I have looked up to
heaven, and down again to the earth, and yet could not believe, theoretically or doctrinally, that there was any God, though I dare not deny
Him practically. And as for devils, times have been when I have felt myself full of them, as those possessed of unclean spirits were in days of old."
He further enlarges upon this latter subject by saying :-" Whilst in
Norfolk the Lord gave me experimental acquaintance with the two
opposing natures within, and that by a specialleRson, wherein I suddenly
felt the enmity of the carnal mind so working in me, that I could have
murdered any saint who came in my way; when, within a moment of
time, I became so sensible of my own saintship, and of the enmity of others
towards myself, that I cried out, '0, Lord, they will surely kill me!'''
It is not every believer that knows and feels the contrary workings of
grace and sin within to such an extent as this. But Mr. Babb was'
designed of the Lord for active servico in an unusual sphere; therefore
he had to be shown, by the Captain of his salvation, some of tho "hard
things," and made to drink much of ihe "wine of astonishment."
One more extract from IliR own writings shall sulliee. lIe says:"Every now and then the Spirit of the Lord would suddenly fall upon
me, just as He began to move Samson at times in the camp of Dan (see
Judges xiii. 25).
I was called to my lessons as a school-boy by his
master, whether sitting in the house, or walking by the way. The mental
exercises began at a certain moment, and at a certain moment stopped, so
that I could, by my watch, have noticed the exact length of the continuance of these proceedings and visits. However, the issue of each was
some great and blessed truth sealed upon my mind; or some error or
evil discovered in my heart. It was solemn discipline, indeed."
Nevertheless, it was the way of the Lord with his soul, according to
His word: "They that go down to the sea (of time) in (ministerial) ships,
that do (spiritual) business in great waters (of affliction), these see
the (salvation) works of the Lord, and His (redeeming, delivering)
wonders in the deep" (deep things of God). Our depart(,ld brother was
as highly favoured as he was sorely tried. By the discipline of exercise
and ordeal, he was qualified to uphold the dignity of the Son of God, to
whom alone he looked to build up the spiritual house of God. Thus the
ministerial crown was upon the head of Mr. Babb only for a memOl·ial
in the temple of the Lord. How profitless would otherwise have been his
mere education preaching to the immortal souls of his hearers. A special
" grace dispensation," tried and proved by fire, purifying the heart " by
the spirit of judgment and of burning," can alone qualify for the full and
faithful, the wise and profitable, preaching of the" wisdom of God in a
mystery," as wrapt up in the "Gospel of Christ," and revealed by the
Eternal Spirit.
Now then see, beloved reader, what a humbling, sanctifying effeet
this teaching in the" school of the prophets" had upon the subject of
this memoir. In a letter received from him in 1863, he says :-" I am
now drawing near my 70th birthday, and cannot look back upon my
days, and weeks, and months, and years, without the utmost dissatisfaction. -;;. Pray for me, dear brother, also my house, my chapel, my closet,

* Reader, is this your language?

It is ours, God kuoweth.-En.
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too, and study, for each wants renovating by God. May His good Spirit
breathe graciously upon them all." It was precisely the same with his
"labour of love," in connection with the Poor Saints' Relief :Fund;
though of this he said, "I believe it to be the Lord's treasury, and /lie
must have no other patron than His IJivine MaJesty:" yet, as concerning
himself~ he said: "I feel quite ashamed of how little service I render, as
a professed minister of Christ, and how little I write about Him, for the
comfort of those to whom I send grants." So that you see in one, who,
although a scholar, a preacher, a writer, a translator, and the compiler of
the voluminous works of Dr. Goodwin, whom he calls" a gigantic theologist," yet had he received the truth as a "little child," and, like Christ,
his Master, he "made himself of no reputation among men."
Respecting his profeilsion, as understood in our day, I can scarcely
classify him among any of the recognized body of worshippers, as his
church was both free and undenominational. Of himself, in a letter
written April 30, 1863, he says, "Our 'Poor Saints' anniversary (at
which the late Rev. George Doudney, Incumbent of Charles Chapel, took
the chair) was a most satisfactory meeting. There were present fiv.e
clergymen and three dissenting ministers besides myself, who am
amphibious." And then, he adds (and oh, that this were oftener the
-case !), "The addresses were so blessedly spiritual that the reporters could
have nothing to do with them."
Did the reader ever hear a more pleasing testimony than this? 0,
Plymouth, thou hast been a highly-favoured place. When I think of the
honoured names of Dr. Hawker and his sons, of Arthur Triggs, John Kent,
George Doudney, Elizabeth Searle, and others, the anxious enquiry,
since our friend is now numbered among' the departecl servants of the
Lord, is, "Upon whom will Elijah's mantle now fall 7"
And now, upon a review of his long and laborious life, his chequered
path, and changing scenes, he says, "every truth he had learnt of God
was by the experienee therof in his SOld. Sometimes it was sweet, but
generally most bitter. I had entered ill by the south door, but I was to
proceed on my way through the north door, according to the law of the
house of the Lord" (Eze. xlvi. 9). And again, as he wrote to the penman, "Our heavenly Father sensibly lays the weight of our spiritual and
temporal matters upon us, that we may roll their burden upon the Lord
Jesus Christ. He only can and will sustain them. The Lord takes
notice of all our concerns, therefore faith and patience says, 'be still.' "
In the prospect of death he wrote me, "I am thoroughly dissatisfied
with my own manner of life, but I indulge a hope that when the evil
days come I shall be in a better frame of mind. Pray for me, dear
brother, for I have need of the prayers of all saints."
Thus, you see, he was ripening by humility, and made ready for the
glory of God, by seeing in himself an end to the glory of man. Truly
with him now it was
"Nothing in my hand I hring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling."
Through a serious fall and fracture of a limb in the spring of 1872, and
of which Mr. Babb said, "Thank God for this," he was laid aside some
time. In January, 1873, he wrote me as follows: -" I have been in
peril (if it may be so called) of being numbered among those who sleep
in the dust till the morning of the resurrection; but, though rela.tives
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came down to Plymouth, expecting to bury us both (Mrs. Babb being'
over 82), and we could only look at each other, as helpless as babes; yet,
contrary to all expectation, I have, through mercy, so revived as to be able
to be carried into my chapel, and so strengthened that I could preach and
speak as loudly as ever to my people; but I soon had to take leave of them,
for dropsy set in, and then, in answer to their prayers, I had a sweet
cordial from the Lord."
In less than five months after this he again took to his bed, where "he
suffered but little or no pain." His mind was in a "quiet and happy
state," says one of the three only surviving trustees of the estate Mr.
Babb had given to the Lord's eau se and poor, "resting on the finished
work of his blessed Redeemer." And thus he breathed his last, or, as
this same agecl and honourable trustee said of Mr. James Babb, who had
now been confined to his bed about a fortnight, "a humble, but learned,
Christian, who had rendered assistance to thousands of the Lord's poor,
and was accessible to all who desired it," passed away on the 12th of
June, 1873, in his 80th year. He died" in peace with God, through our
Lord Jesus Christ."
Chelmsford.
J OSIAIL
P.S.-The funeral obsequies were performed at the Plymouth Cemetery on the 18th June, 1873, by tho Hov. U. A. Greaves, M.A., vicar of
Charles Church, attended by Dr. BuIteel, Major McKellar, and Henry
Luscombe, Esq., the three aforementioned surviving trustees, and a hu·ge·
circle of sympathizing friends.
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THE TABERNACLE AND ITS FURNITURE.-EX. XL. 28-33.
THE FOLLOWING LECTURE IS THE FIRST OF A COURSE DELIVERED IN THE
PARISH CHURCH OF BARFORD ST. MARTIN, WILTS, IN LENT, 1847, BY
THE REV. THE HON. SAMUEL WALDEGRAVE, AFTERWARDS msnor OF
CARLISLE.
" All Scripture is given by inspil'ation of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for eorreetion, for instruction in rigfdeoltsness."-2 TIM. iii. 16.
TnEsE words render it our duty to search for instruction throughout the
book of God, and, if that duty be diligently and prayerfully discharged,
we shall find honey in every cell of the honeycomb; gold, yea "much fine
gold," in every vein of the mine.
We have already seen, in the dress of the high priest, Moses wrote of
Christ (John v. 46). We will now seek for" honey out of the rock, and
oil out of the flinty rock" (Deut xxxii. 13), from the history of the Tabernacle of Moses. May some learn, by this feeble effort, to say, "I rejoice
at Thy word, as one that findeth great spoil" (Ps. c:s:ix. 162).
We will considerI. The Tabernacle itself.
n. The Court of the Tabernacle, with its Altar and Laver of Brass.
I. The Tabernacle of Moses was a tent about 45 ft. long, about 13t
ft. broad, and about 15 ft. high. Its framework was of boards of Shittim
wood, overlaid with gold, standing upright side by side, in sockets of
silver, and bound to one another by horizontal bars of the same
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materials (Exod. xxvi. 15, 26-29). Of these boards, there were (as we
learn from the same passage) twenty on the north, and twenty upon the
south, side. On the west there were six, while the eastern end was
open. Over this framework were spread ten curtains of costly workmanship
(Exod. xxvi. 1). They covered the Tabernacle on the north, south, and
west; while "a hanging" of needlework, in blue, purple, scarlet, and
fine-twined linen, served the purposeofa door on the east (verses 36,37).
These gorgeous curtains were themselves protected from the sun and
the weather, by three several coverings; First, there were eleven curtains
of goats'-hair; secondly, there was a covering oframs'-skins, dyed red;
and, above all these, was to be seen a mantle of badgers' skins.
Shall we not here pause and consider the certain fact, that the Lord
Christ "hath no form nor comeliness" (Isa. liii. 2)? and that His
·elect, likewise, are counted" as the filth of the world," "and the offscouring of all things?" (1 Cor. iv. 13.) Was the Tabernacle a type
of " the Church of the first-born," whose names are" written in heaven?"
It was "black" without, though "comely" within (Song i. 5). Who
would have imagined, as he looked upon the dark mantle of badgers'skins that clothed the Tabernacle, that within was purple, and
scarlet, and blue, and fine-twined linen, sweetest cedar wood, and purest
gold? And what is there in the outward appearance of a Church, which
sometimes has wandered in sheep-skins and goat-skins, to tell that, in the
eyes of her God, "the king's daughter is all glorious within, her clothing
is of wrought gold?" (Ps. xlv. 13.)
Again, was the Tabernacle of Moses a type of ChriRt, the Church's
Bridegroom? Was not He, and is not He, "a worm, and no man; a
reproach of men, and despised of the people?" (Ps. xxii. 6.) Yet was He
not, and is He not, in the eyes of His Father and of His people, "altogether
lovely?" (Songv. 16.)
But we must return to our sketch of the Tabernacle. The whole tent
was divided into two chambers by a vail of blue, purple, scarlet, and finetwined linen, hanging from four pillars of Shittim wood, overlaid with
gold, stretching from the north to the south side of the Tabernacle
(Ex. xxvi. 31, 32). These two chambers were called respectively,
the Holy and the Most Holy Place. Entering, by the doorway,
from the east, you would find yourself within the Holy Place. Curtains of closest texture, and of many folds, surround you on all
sides. There is no window, no open doorway, by which the light of
day can enter; and yet the holy chamber is full of light, having no part
· dark. How is this? There stands on the south side a candlestick of
pure gold, it has six branches, besides the principal stem; each branch
supports a steady, a subdued, but a piercing light; that light burns continually; it is fed by the purest olive oil (Exod. xxvii. 20.) And
what do we see, by the help of this Candlestick? We see a Table
of Shittim wood, overlayed with pure gold, and laden with twelve loaves
· of the finest wheaten bread. We see too an Altar, also of Shittim wood,
overlaid with pure gold, from which the sweet perfume of most fragrant
incense is ever rising up, morning and evening perpetually. If the
Lord permit, I shall endeavour to speak of these things particularly in future Lectures; but I cannot forbear pointing out generally, that
the Holy Place pictures forth the state of the Church militant here on
earth.
Was there a Candlestick of beaten gold which illuminated the chamber?
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Are not the several Churches golden candlesticks? (Rev. i. 12,20.) Donot they shine as lights in the world? Let it be our fondest desire to let
our light so shine before men that they may see our good worl,s and
glorify our Father which is in heaven. I speak to the little Church,
which meets together month by month, to celebrate the supper
of the J~ord. Oh! let it be seen that ye are of gold; tbat ye
are "partakers of the divine nature" (2 Pet. i. 4); that your
light is sustained by purest oil; that" ye have an unction from the Holy
One" (1 John ii. 20.) And how shall this be? Live upon Christ. Look
to the Table of Shewbread. See in it Christ,' supplying in His Word the
very bread of His people's life. Be much in communion with God.
Look to the Altar of Incense. See in it Christ again offering to His
Father the prayers of His elect) perfumed with the" sweet incense" of'
His own righteousness.
But we must proceed with our survey of the Tabernacle. Let us pass
from the Holy Place, the Sanctual'y, into the Holiest of All. Within thevail,
we find the Ark of the Covenant, the Mercy-Seat, the Cherubim of Glory; all
being enlightened by the Shekinah, the symbol of the divine presence. 'fhe
Ark of the Covenant is an open chest of Shittim wond, overlaid with purest
gold; it is covered on the top by the Mercy·Seat of pure gold (Exodus
xxv. 10, 11, 17, 21; xxxvii. 1,2,6), and contains "the Testimony," or
tables of the law. The Cherubim are angelic forms of pure gold, made of
one piece with the Mercy-Seat OE. 'which they rest, while they seem to
rejoice in the bright light which hovers over their heads.
Now, what doth this Most Holy Place signify? It signifies in its
fullest meaning the state of the Church triumphant in heaven.
As
the happiness of heaven consists in the presence of the Lord, just so,
the Cherubim, emblems of the redeemed, are found to bask in the light
of Jehovah's visible presence (Rev. xxi. 23,24). But what right have
the redeemed to enter into this glorious presence? For it is written
again, "There shall in no wise enter into it anything that defileth,"
&c. (Rev. xxi. 27). Their right is, the blood and righteo1A.sness of
Emmanuel. Upon this sure foundation, they rest, and are not ashamed.
So did the Cherubim rest upon the blood-stained Mercy-Seat, covering
the Ark, in which were contained the tables of the law; broken, but
renewed. (See Exodus xxxii. 15-19; xxxiv. 1-4; Deut. x. 1-4).
But we cannot now dwell upon all the mysteries which the Holy of
Holies opens before us; only let us remember that a state of glory must
be preceded by a state of grace. He that would enter into the Holiest of
all must needs first pass through the Sanctuary; the Church triumphant
in heaven is first militant on earth. How miserably are they deceived
who fondly hope to find themselves within" the second vail," when they
die, and yet have never entered within" the first" vail (Reb. ix. 2, 3).
Remember, brethren, that except by a new birth-a real, sensible,
evident change from old things to new-ye cannot enter into the body of the'
Church militant; and, unless you, with that Church, do wage a real,
continual, painful warefare with the world, the flesh, amI the devil,
shining like lights in the world, and living by the faith of the Son of God,
ye shall by no means enter into that blest place of which the Lord God
and the Lamb are the light. (Rev. xxi. 22-27).
:But you will say, Am I not already a member of the Church?baptized in my infancy, accustomed, from my youth, to worship in the·
courts of the Lord's house, unblemished in my reputation, and recognized.
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by all men as a Ohristian? The only answer to this I shall give is, to
call your attention to the fact, that without that Tabernacle of which I.
have hitherto spoken, there was a Oourt, in which many were seen who
never entered within the Tabernacle itself. The Tabernacle itself was a
figure of the Ohurch, that "true Tabernacle which the Lord pitched, and
not man" (Reb. viii. 2). By the Ohurch I mean that which Scripture
calls by that name-the whole body of God's elect, called, believing, holy
people. The Oourt without the Tabernacle was a figure of the whole
body of them that" profess and call themselves Ohristians "-a body in
which the tares be ever mingled with the wheat, the bad fish with the
good, the foolish virgins with the wise. (See Matthew xiii. 30, 47;
xxv. 1,2.)
Before proceeding to draw out some of the lessons to be learnt in the
Oourt of the Tabernacle, I would mention that it is my purpose, in future
Lectures of this course, to take in order, and bring before you, one by
one, the mysteries of the Tabernacle itself, namely:The Roly Place, with its-I. Golden Oandlestick; 2. Table of Shewbread; 3. Altar of Incense. The Holiest of All, with its-4. Ark and
Mercy Seat; 5. Oherubim, and Divine Glory.
Let those who really wish to be taught the" truth as it is in Jesus"
prayerfully study these points in the book of Exodus.
We will now survey the Oourt round about the Tabernacle. You
will find it described in Exodus xxvii. 9-18. It was one hundred
cubits, or about one hundred and fifty feet, long, and fifty cubits, or
about seventy-five feet, broad. It was enclosed on the north, south,
and west by brazen pillars, from which hung curtains of fine-twined linen.
On the east was a hanging of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine-twined linen,
by which, as by a doorway, the worshippers entered into the open
Oourt. And what was within the Oourt? There were two things-the
Brazen Altar of burnt-offering, and the Brazen Laver in which the'
priests washed before they entered into the Holy Place.
1. Let us first examine the Brazen Altar. It was made of Shittim
wood, five cubits long, five cubits broad, and three cubits high. It was
covered with brass. At the four corners of it were four horns of the
same material as the Altar itself (Exodus xxvii. 1, 2). It was placed
in the midst of the Oourt, so that all could see it, and was dedicated with
peculiar solemnities, lasting for twelve successive days (Numbers vii.
10-88.)
The fire upon the Altar came from heaven, and burnt continually (Lev.
ix. 24). It was not lawful to offer any sacrifice, save upon this Altar'
there must the burnt-offerings, the peace-offerings, the trespass-offerings~
the meat-offerings, all be offered up by the priests, the sons of Aaron.
And they were entitled to eat of that Altar. Whatsoever touched the
Altar was made holy thereby; and the suppliant, who fled for his life
and caught hold of the horns of the Altar, was, save in extreme cases;
spared.
Brethren, what is " set forth" in all this, except it be "Jesus Ohrist,"
"evidently," "crucified among us?" Is He not the Priest? Is He
not the Sacrifice? Above all, is He not the Altar? He is the Priest,
not of Aaron's line, but of the order of Melchisedec; a great, an
unchangeable Priest. And what hath He to offer? Not bulls, not
goats,but His very own Self. (See Heb. vii. 26, 27.) And what is the
Altar? It is Ris own mighty Godhead. The Altar was of brass, and.
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brass is often used to shadow forth the mightof the Godhead of Jesus. (See
Dan. x. 6; Rev. i. 15.) Brass can endure the severity of fire, therefore
was this Altar, on which sacrifice was to be burnt, continually made of
brass. Thus was the mighty Godhead of Jesus alone able to bear the
fire of His Father's wrath. (See Isa. xxxiii. 14.)
Thanks be to God, brethren, that, if we are among the happy ones,
who, being drawn by the Father, do come to Jesus, the" devouring fire,"
the "everlasting burnings," shall never be laid upon us. They were
laid upon the Brazen Altar of our Burnt-offering, even upon the mighty
Godhead of Jesus; there they consumed the stupendous Sacrifice, offered
up by Himself, and made infinitely valuable, by contact with His
Deity. (See Heb. xiii. 10; x. 10-14.) The Brazen Altar was dedicated
with peculiar solemnity, and, when dedicated, no sacrifice was to be offered
~lsewhere. Doth not this teach us that" there is none other name under
heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved?" (Acts iv. 12.)
J ehovah did set that Altar apart from everlasting; promise, type, prophecy all combined to do lronour at its dedication. "In the fulness of
time," the victim was laid upon the wood, fire came down from heaven
and consumed it; and now it stands in the eyes of all to whom Ohrist
crucified is preached as the Altar did in the midst of the Oourt, as the
only refuge to which poor sinners can flee and be safe.
So
prominent was the Brazen Altar as to be visible even from
without. To ministers I would say, be as St. Paul with regard to our
Altar (1 001'. ii. 2); and let not any poor sinner attempt to bring
to J ehovah a fresh satisfaction for sin, the great, the only-sufficient
Sacrifice was made above eighteen hundred years ago. Vain, then, the
attempt by thy feeble prayers, thy miserable performances, " to put away
sin." Fly rather, as a helpless, hopeless criminal, to the horns of our
Altar (Heb. xiii. 10), and you shall be safe. From the horns of the
Brazen Altar, some were torn and even slain by it (see 1 Kings ii.
28-34). But not so with our Altar. Does any poor needy one come to
it by faith? does he lay hold upon its horns? he is safe (see John vi.
37; x. 28).
n. Let us now turn to the Brazen Laver. This was a vessel of brass,
standing between the Brazen Altar and the Tabernacle of the Congregation. It was filled with water. In it the priests, the sons of Aaron,
were commanded to wash their hands and their feet every time that they
entered into the Holy Place. If they neglected to do so, death was the
penalty (Ex. xxx. 17-21). The Laver was, like the Altar, in a conspicuous place, so that all could see it. In the Temple of Solomon it was
so large that it was even called "a molten sea," and stood upon twelve
molten oxen of brass. (See 2 Chron. iv. 2, 3.)
In the Brazen Laver and in the molten sea, we have Christ again.
Therein was the same mighty Godhead pictured forth as in the Brazen
Altar. David knew well that Jehovah alone could cleanse him from his
foul offence, and therefore it is to J ehovah-Jesus alone that he turns
when he cries (Ps. li. 7). The Lfl.ver was filled with purest water; so hath
the Spirit been given without measure to Ohrist. He takes of that spirit,
,and by His agency purges the consciences of His chosen "from dead
works to serve the living God." (See 1 Peter i. 2; 1 001'. vi. 11; Heb.
ux. 14.) Day by day let them come to Him by faith, that day by day
they may be washed anew (John xiii. 10; 1 John ii. 1). The Laver was
open and manifest, constantly at hand for the use of the priests; and so
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is Christ (Zech. xiii. 1). The Laver was large; so is Christ large enough
for the wants of all His people (see Isa. lii. 15; Rev. vii. 14).
Beloved brethren, as the" Brazen Altar," the" one sacrifice," once
made, is evidently set forth among you; so, too, God knoweth, is the
" Brazen Laver," even the cleansing power of that sacrifice, when applied
to the conscience by " the spirit of gre ce," also set forth among you. May
the Lord be pleased to convince many of their "filthiness," and to bring
them with weeping and supplications to this" Fountain opened" (Jer.
xxxi. 9; Zech. xiii. 1). For notice, none ever entered the Tabernacle until
they had been washed. If any presumed to do so, the divine wrath overtook them, and they died there before the Lord (Ex. xxx. 19, 20). Even
so can none really become a member of Christ's Church until they have
been brought in entire self-renunciation, in deep consciousness of guilt,
to wash in the cleansing stream of the "Fountain opened." Do any
presume to imagine that they can cleanse themselves? (See Job ix. 30;
Jer. ii. 22.) Alas! they shall never see God. They may be "pure in
their own eyes," yet are they not cleansed from their own filthiness. (See
Prov. xxx. 12; Rev. xxi. 27).
Such are the two things which stood forth before the eyes of an in the
Court of the Tabernacle. Let us now look around upon that Court; it is
full of worshippers, all seem to be alike engaged in the service of the
Sanctuary. But no! the greater number tarry without; they never enter
into the Holy Place; nay, more, they see none of its beauties. But
there are a few who are clad in white; these do enter in, and these do
see with their own eyes the Candlestick, the Table of Shewbread, the
Altar of Incense. Yea, one of them goes beyond the second vail, and sees
the Ark, the Mercy-Seat, the Cherubim, the Glory. Who are these?
They are the priests of Am'on's race; they who eat of the Altar; they
who wash in the Laver. It is their right, their duty, their privilege to
enter in within the first vail, yea, in the person of their head, to penetrate
even into the Holiest of All.
Now, beloved, I entreat you to note any congregation among whom
Christ is evidently set forth; all appear to the eye of sense to be
worshippers alike; but to the eye of him who hath understanding there
is an awful difference, Is it not written in Matt. xxii. 14, that" many
are called, but few are chosen?" Alas! in every congregation there are a
few, and only a few, who enter within the first vail, and belong to the
Church, the spouse of Christ. The rest hear of Christ, but they have no
part nor lot in Him; they see not the mystery of the kingdom
(1 Cor. ii. 14). But there are a few who do see those mysteries, who can
say (1 Cor. ii. 9). Who are these? They are the royal priesthood mentioned in 1 Pet. ii. 9, and in Rev. i. 5, 6.
These have byfaith laid hold on the hornsofthealtar; these have by faith
fed upon the Victim laid on its fire, these have been washed (and are from day
to day washed) in the fountain opened; these cleanse themselves" from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God"
(2 Cor. vii. 1); they do enter into "the Church of the first-born" militant
here on earth; they are in a state of grace here j they shall be in a state of
glory hereafter. And then how awfully manifest shall the difference be
between worshippers in the Outer Court, and worshippers in the Holy
Place. (See Matt. xiii. 30; iii. 1~).
Beloved, be not content with being Outer Court worshippers, but oh!
ask Him, who alone can do it, to draw you to the Altar, to bring you to
the Laver (Zech. xii. 9).
N N
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NOTES OF A SERMON, PREACHED IN AVEBURY FREE
CHURCH, JULY 20TH, 1873, BY THE REV. J. MILEY,
MINISTER.
"And I will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and rlaugltters, smtlt
the Lot'd Almigltty."-2 COR. vi. 18.

THE idea of the Universal Fatherhood of God, in a spiritual sense, is a
theory rather than a fact. We admit God to be the Author ancl Origin of
all, but not that He is spiritually relflted to all His creation; that, as the
moral Governor of the universe, He has made a code of moral laws,'
adapted to the wants ancI welfare of His moral creation, promising a
moral reward for moral obedience, and, for every transgression of this
obedience, or of His physical laws, a just punishment. So far we believe
He is related to all. But that the Holy Scriptures set forth J ehovah as the
Father of His covenant people-" the spirits of just men made perfect,"
in a spiritual sense-is a glorious fact, not merely by election, but by
birth (for "that which is born of the Spirit is spirit, amI that which is
born of the flesh is flesh," or remains flosh). Honce they are really and
truly sons of God, in the full seiu,o of the word, and heil'R together with
Christ, who is not ashamed to call them His brethren. Theso, and these
only, have the witness of the same, through the Etel'l1al Spirit of adoption, who gives them to cry, "Abba, Father," and to feel they are His
sons and daughters; enabling them to say, "Now are we the sons of
God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, when
He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is."
Therefore, brethren, we are blood royal, and kings for whom await a
throne, a crown, and a kingdom, which cannot l:!e shaken, purchased by
Him who is "King of kings and Lord of lords," through whom we shall
come off "more than conquerors," and with Him reign for ever and ever;
for of "Him, and through Him, and to Him, are all things, to whom be
glory for ever. Amen."
Notice, thenI. The Relationship Goel bears to His Covenant People (" I will be a
Father unto you").
Il. The Relationship which His People bears to Him (" sons and
daughters ").
.
Ill. The glorious Attribute of the Father (Lord Almighty).
I. The Relationship which God bears to His elect jewels He does not
bear to ((ll. This is clearly seen by reading the following :-" Then said
they to Him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even
God. Jesus saith unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love
me, for I proceeded forth, ancl came from God. Neither came I of
myself, but He sent me. Why do ye not understancl my speech? even
beca1(se ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father, the devil" (John
viii. 41-44). Again: "The field is the world, tlte good seed are tlte
children of the kingdom, but the tares are the children of the wicked one"
(Matt. xiii. 38). "Neither because they are the seecl of Abraham are
they all children; but in Isaac shall thy seed be caUed. That is, they
which are the children of the flesh, these are not tlte chilrlren of God," &c.,
(Rom. ix. 7-9). "In this the children of God are manifest, and the
cltitd1'en of tM dev'il" (1 John iii. 10), the one bringing forth, in life
and death, the fruits of the Spirit, the other the fruits of the flesh;
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thereby demonstrating the fact, and their union with their respective
heads, the one as the children of the devil, the other as the childl'en of
God.
But how came this Relationship? 1. Not by baptism, for it is but all
outward and visible sign, and they who do teach that it makes us
children of God do greatly ~rr, and be leaders of the blind; and, being
blind themselves, must fall into the ditch. 2. Not by faith, for it is but
an effect, the gift of Ohrist and fruit of the Spirit, and is only an evidence
of the above. 3. Nor by relJentance, prayer, or good works (so called),
for this is the result of our union, and the sap of the True Vine (Jesus);
and so the Holy C9-host, in His distinct office as the Sanctifier, does not
make them sons (strictly speaking); but, "becaztse tlwy are sons," He
sends forth the Spirit into their hearts to cry, "Abba, Father." (See Gal.
iv. 6; Rom. viii. 15-17.)
Then how come wo to be sons? 1. By God's eternal purpose.
" Raving predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself" (Eph. i. 5), and so were chosen sons. 2. By generation in a
passive way. As, in nature, there is genemtion before quickening, so
we believe there is a great work going on in the soul of the child of God
before-3-it is brought to an act'ive existence, when he is enabled to say,
"We know we have passed from death unto life." So it is because we
are chosen sons. We are born sons, through the operation of the Roly Ghost,
which new life disposes us to receive Ohrist. Hence the passive existence
becomes an active power; and so we read, "As many as received Him, to
them gave Re power (or, right to lay claim) to become sons of God, to
them that believe on His name" (John i. 12). In the next verse the
secret is fully explained why they received Him and believed on Him-"WHo
WEl1E nORN, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, nUT OF GOD" (v. 13).
Now let me ask your attention to the chariteter of this Father, as exhibited in the parable of the Prodigal Son. Ah! although he was" a GREAT
way ojJ," his Father saw him-as "Ilhat? a stranger? Oh, no; but as
Ris own SOll. The infinite distance to which everyone of the children
have wandered does not destroy the relationship; they are still sons, and
'God is still their Father. If they be dead men, they are Goel's dead men,
of whom it is written, "Thy dead men shall live." And so we read, "He
came to himself;" and, as every new-born babe learns first to ery its parent's
name, so the first words which came from the depths of his soul/was, "I
will arise ancI go to MY Father." And, oh, what a Father! Not only
did Re see him a great way off, but "He had compassion all him'l (here
was a Father's forgiving love), went out to meet him (ill His incarnate
S011, and, through "God manifest in the flesh"), was embraced in his
Father's arms, the kiss of full ancI free forgiveness imprinted on his
cheek, reinstated into his royal home, the best robe put on (the righteousness of Ohrist), the sandals of peace on his way-worn feet, the great feast
prepared (Gospel of God's free-grace), the ring of eternal wedlock put on
his hand-all this done for him.
The great r~joicing of the 1,ouse1wld. And why? Let the Father Himself
a.nswer: "This is my son, who was lost and is found a.gain, was dead and
is alive again;" and" so they began to be merry." Oh, beloved, what
will it be when the whole family of the royal household are gathered in
from the four quarters of the earth, to sit down wi·th Abrahnm, Isaae,
and J acob? "Oome, Lord J oallS; come quickly." So, as a Father, Ho
N N 2
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has not only purposeu to redeem them, sanctify them, teach them (Isa.
liv. 13), but at last "to gather together in one the children which arc
scattered abroad" (John xi. 52), to inherit etemal glory.
"Abba, Father, Lord, we call Thee,
Hallowed mLme! from day to day;
'Tis Thy children's right to know Thce;
None but children Abba say.
" Abba's purpose gave us being,
When in Christ, in that vast plan,
Abba chose the Church in Jesus
Long before the world began.
" AbbfL, Father, makes all certain.
E'en by WOl'd, and oath, :1nd blood;
Abba saith, they are my people,
And they say, the Lord's our God.
"Hence, through all the changing seasonsTrouble, sickness, sorrow, woeNothing changcth God's :1ffection;
Abb:1's love shall bring us through.
"Soon sb:111 all 'rhy blood-bought children
Hound the throne their anthems raise,
And, in songs of rich salvation,
Shout to Abba endless praise."
There is another point we must ask your attention to, namely-What
does this Relationship imply? His special love, His Fatherly care, and
protection from all enemies and dangers. lJirection in all difficulties and
perplexities (" Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel"); 8upplies of
spiritual and temporal food, 8tren.lJth, and everything that is good (" My
God shall supply all your Heed"); Fatherly instruction ancl correction
(Heb. xii. 6-11); and the working of till things together for our good.
As a Father, He will not always give what we ask for, but only that
which is for our good. He knows all the weaknesses of His little ones,
ean bear with all their infirmities; not only so, but is always ready to
forgive them (Ps. ciii. 13). And, oh! most blessed truth; He remains
our unchanging Father for ever.
Oh! may we, through grace, be follo"ers of Him, as dear children
walking in love, as Christ also hath loved us. And, as we gaze into the
heavens, and see the thousands of worlds declaring the glory of God,
moving along in all their exquisite beauty-the ocean leaping and daslling
with its deafening roar-the thunder's blast, and lightning's vivid flashthe snow-clad hills, with their lofty peaks pointing up to heaven, in awful
majesty upreared as monuments of earth-as we ~re awe-struck with the
greatness and grandeur of all creation, let us remember our Father made
them all, when He said, "Let it be," and "it was so ;" and know it is
the same great power by which we are kept and sustained day by day.
Ah! He is not only that great and awful Majesty that rules the armies
of heaven, the inhabitants of the earth, and all the worlds which float
around us, but He is my own F{6ther, who bends down to hear my cry,
and is concerned in all my little affairs, even to the hair of my head; and
He has commanded that whenevel' we approach Him we should say,
"Our Father."
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l)i:Igrim l) tqrcrs.
PHYLACTERIES.
"Btd all their works tltey (lo for to be seen of rnen: they rnake broad their phylactertOes, and enlarge the borders of their garrnents."-MATT. xxiii. 5.

IN the greater portion of the chapter in which the above quotation appears,
,condemnation by our blessed Lord is unsparingly meted out to the Scribes
and Pharisees, because of their hypocrisy and dissimulation. After commanding the multitude and the disciples to observe and do all that the
Scribes and Pharisees bid them, inasmuch as they sat in Moses' seat, He
warned them not to do after their works, because they said and did not;
implying that they found it very easy to lay down certain rules and regulations to guide the people in their devotions and every-day life, but were
very far themselves from carrying out in spirit that which in letter could
be very easily conformed to. Knowing the prodigious influence these
Scribes and Pharisees had over the people, the humble Saviour took occasion in the Temple to expose the pride and hypocrisy of this popnlar class,
and the various arts by which they sought to preserve their reputation for
sanctity; and one of His most pointed rebukes was made concerning their
phylacteries. These phylacteries were little scrolls of parchment, all
which passages of Scriptnre, or certain words of the law, were written, and
bound to the frontlets of their caps, on their wrists, and the hem of their
lower garments, and were universally worn by the Jews. It does not
appear that our Lord condemned the practice of wearing these phylacteries-probably He conformed to the custom Himself-but merely
devoted His rebuke to the Scribes and Pharisees, because they were not
-content with those usually adopted by their followers, but, to be in accordance with their other and very numerous failings, in the matter of ostentation, they made "broad their phylacteries, and enlarged the borders of
their garments." The desire to parade their holiness, their knowledge of
the law, and their authority, was their great failing, and what would have
otherwise been commendable and laudable was become absolutely repug-nant and objectionable. By their" vain repetitions" and loud prayer
"in the corners of the streets," they showed forth the vainness of their
hearts, and not the glorification of Him who said: "But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut the door, pray to
,thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly." "But all their works they do for to be seen of
men" was the testimony of our blessed Saviour, who had frequently had
occasion to admonish them, and who had experienced many instances of
,their wiliness in their endeavours to "entangle Him in His talk." Thrice
in one day He was tempted by them, once in the matter of the tributemoney, once touching the resurrection, and again as to which was the
great commandment; each of which temptations ended in their totnl
-discomfiture; and from that day forth no man dared to ask Him any more
questions. His Messiahship posed them. And afterwards He denounced
eight woes against their hypocrisy and blindness, one of which was as
bitterly condemnative of their practices as that referring to their phylactteries, namely, " Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! f01"
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ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautifuloutward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.
Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are
full of hypocrisy and iniquity." The Almighty God, in His all-seeingpower, perceived their every imagination and thought, adjudging them
as "full of hypocrisy and iniquity." 1'lte phylacteries they wore especially gratified their inordinate love of display, and, being made unusually
broa.d, were intended to exemplify their surpassing knowledge and purity,
and for a badge of distinction. '1'he custom of wearing these phylacteries
was founded upon Exodus xiii. (J-16, and Numbers xv. 38, 39. The
word itself, if written on the frontlet of a Pharisee, one would have
thought would have been sufficient to satisfy their utmost craving after
parade; therefore, if we consider that they were not content with those
usually worn, we shall be able to realize their unlimited hypocrisy and
ambition, and readily echo our Master's rebuke, "Even so ye also outw(/II'(lly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy
amI iniquity." Though, if it had been possible, they might have attained
to a state of living in keeping with their outward show, yet their practices
must have rendered them obnoxious to tlw unassumillg, lowly follower
of Jesus, whose happiness would havo been to show a. loving' an<l simple
demeanour to his fellow-creatures, and to consistently ,,'a.lk in holiness
and purity all the days of his life.
And although 1,800 years and more have elapsed since the voice of
Almighty God was heard censuring the Seribes and Pha.risees, the same
aecusation can be as suitably applied to many in the pI'esent day.
Ritualists and Romanists do verily" ma.ke broad their phylacteries, and
enlarge the borders of their garments." Their" things to be especially
observed" are as repugnant to the true worshipper as they are plentiful
and tawdry. What 'Yith their candles and incense, and genuflexions and
prostrations, there is quite sufficient-and far more than sufficient-to
merit the disapprobation of their Lord a.nd Master. Verily, they also
"outwardly appear righteous," but inwardly" are full of hypocrisy and.
iniquity." The Romanists, in this matter, can be far more readily tolerated than the Ritualists, because, whilst they do but carry out that which
they are taught by their church, and for which they have devoted themselves openly, the others subsist on the l'ovenues of an establishment
whose doetrines they pervert, secretly un,lermine, and endeavour todestroy. But, dear reader, be not deceived; the Word of God is against
them and all their priestly innovations; thny are bnt "blind guides,"
and, "if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect." The young,
the gay, and the frivolous, find in the services of these Ritualistic churches·
sufficient to indulge their carnal propensities, and the theatrical assimilation there to be 'Yitnessed may tend to the satisfying of other worshippers, whose greatest desire is for show, to the neglect of the welfare of
their souls; but there is a scripture, full of admonition and warning to
such, which it would behove them to "read, mark, and learn." " They
(the Ritualists and Romanists) compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, they make him twofold more the child of
hell than themselves." Therofore, seeking soul, let not your heart be
cal'l'ied away by a love of finery, but humbly, and meekly, and consistently walk, all through your wildel'l1ess journey, so that you may be
"found acceptablo in the Beloved." Study closely the life of our blessed
Saviour, the Pattern of all that is good, and just, and ViI'tuoUS. Take
\

\

\
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Him as your Guide, and lean upon Him as your Burden-bearer, Hinking
your load upon His holy frame, to find rest for ever. Hard anJ rugged
may bo the way-full of thorns, and thistles, and briars~but at tho end
of the journey you shall realize the truth of that blessed Scripture:
"Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and
few there be that find it."
" How hard and rugged is the way
To some poor pilgrims' feet!
In all they do, or think, or say,
They opposition meet.
" But be our conflicts short or long,
This commonly is true,
That wheresoever faith is strong,
Repentance is so, too."

E.

W:

NOTES ON EPHESIANS VI. 23.
"Peace be to the brctltrcn, and love witl! faitlt, from God the Father, and
tlte Lord Jesus Christ."
PAUL had his heart full of divine wishes for the Lord's people. The Holy
Ghost put these spiritual wishes into his heart. A heart full of spiritual
wishes is better than a house full of temporal riches. Three things he
names-" peace," "love," "faith "-three blessed things. What is all
the world without peace? "There is no peace, saith my God, unto the
wicked." " The way of peace have they not known." "The Lord will
bless His people with peace." Peace, then, is a fruit of God's blessing',
" Thou wilt keep him in perfect poace whose mind is stayed on Thee,
because he trusteth in Thee." Here, peace is the effect of divine keeping,
and stayedness of mind on God accompanies it; so doos faith. It is God's
gift. "He is the God of peace." There is no living' in 11eace unless His
peace lives in us. To His disciples Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you.
My peace I give unto you." "In me ye have peace." "He is our Peace."
"The fruit of righteousness is peace." What are the fruits of unrighteousness? The very contrary to peace. Christ says, "Ble"secl are
the peacemakers." He is the greatest and best of all peacemakers. His
Gospel is the Gospel of peace. Its power experienced in the soul tends
to promote peace. True peace is a heavenly blessing. The wisdom
which cometh clown from above is first pure, then peaceable" (James
iii. 17). " The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost." " He will speak peace unto His
people." To the poor woman He said, "Go in peace." Many go without
peace, but it's poor going. It is a mercy to go in it. Most blesHed going
is this! "My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation." Thank
God for this "shall." What" a peaceable habitation" is heaven!
When there, "not a wave of trouble will roll across the peacef'll breast."
There are no waves nor graves in heaven. How very different from this
world, where there are so many graves and waves. Oh, if it were not
for these "waves of trouble" rolling across the' breast, how much quieter
things would be inside! Peace with God is an evidence that he who feels
it is in a justified state before Him (Rom. v. 1). Peace fr'ollt God, peace
with Him, and the peace of Him-what a trinity of groat blessinga!
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""They shall enter into peace," and peace enter into them, and never
l'emove from them any more.
e. And love with faith." Love is a blessing sent from above. It draws
the soul from things below, and carries the affections to things above.
" Love is of God, and he that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God."
He who has it dwells in God, and God in Him. Oh, this is Christian
experience-dwelling in God, and in His love, and He dwelling in us.
This will make us kind and compassionate, humble and condescending,
trlle and honest, submissive and obedient to the Lord's will. This love is
the active companion of "faith, which worketh by love," not against it.
Now divine faith, and world-love, carnal-love, sin-love, money-love, selflove, and pleasure-love will not work together, being not friendly to each
other. vVorks done by these two-divine faith and love-are of a Godglorifying character. " Love maketh not ashamed," either of the Author
of it, or of what He is the Author of.
"From God the Father." "Father of mercies, of light, of glory,"
" and of the Lord Jesus Christ." Christ being "the express image of
His person," what might not His children expect from such a Father?
Merey, light, glory. Yes, glorious mercy, glorious light, and glorious
glory.
"And the Lord Jesus Christ." IIow often Paul brings Christ in.
Reader, does he do so too often for you? How his loving soul lingered
on this dear name-the Lord Jesus Christ! If Christ be only a creature,
inferior to the Father, would the inspired apostle Paul have put Him upon
a level with Him? No! Here it is taught by the apostle, that the same
blessings come from the Lord Jesus Christ as from God the Father. No
blessing is bestowed by one Person in the holy and ever-blessed Trinity
without the lmowledgo and concurrence of each divine Person in it.
Christ, "the Son of the living God," is able to bestow the same blessings
as His Father. It is in Him the Father hath blessed the Church "with
all spiritual blessings." Christ said He would send the Holy Ghost to
His disciples. Surely, then, He must be equal to God the Father. The
gracious actings of the Holy Spirit in the souls of God's chosen people
are not brought about and regulatecl by the human will, but by the
divine will (John i. 13). No peace, but through Jesus, "the Prince of
peace." No love, but through" Him that loved us, and gave Himself
for us." No faith, but through the faithful Saviour, who is "the same
yesterday, to·day, and for ever." All the natural light which comes to
this earth comes through the sun. All the spiritual blessings that reach
the soul come to it through Jesus, "the Sun of Righteousness."
Tetbury.
F. F.
GODLINESS.
is profitable for this life, as well as the life whieh is to come.
Surely, it is profitable for tllis life; for, if it does not bring abundance of
wealth, it disposes us to a right use of the little we may possess; and,
therefore, blesses us in our basket and in our store, especially when shared
with "him that needeth." Then, certainly, godliness il:l profitable for
the life which is to come, seeing that true, vital godliness must necessarily end in eternal life. We have Scripture warrant for all this, for
does not the Apostle say" it is profitable unto (tU tMngs, lIaving promise
()f the life that now is, and of that which is to come." The promises are
GODLINESS
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legion, but two or three must suffice: "Trust in the Lord, and uo gooll;
.so shalt thou dwell in the land, and ver£ly thou shalt be fed. Dolight
thyself also in the Lord, and He shall give thee the desires of thine
heart" (Ps. xxxvii. 3, 4). Before quoting another, we would pause and
ask if some of the Lord's dear people have not proved the last literallyyea, even the very desires of the heart, both temporal and spiritual?
The writer has, and would, give all the glory to Him, to whom alone it is
due. Another promise: "For the Lord God is a Sun and Shield; the
Lord will give grace and glory; no good thing will He withhold from
them that walk uprightly" (Ps. lxxxiv. 11). Is not this a promise for
both worlds? "Grace and glory." " He will fulfil the desire of them
that fear Him; He also will hear their cry, and will save them" (Ps.
clxv. 19).
Let us illustrate this, as our dear Editor loves the practical working
out of God's word. A day or two ago, the writer was greatly weighed
down in mind by a present trial, which induced considerable nervousness.
A glorious promise was before the eyes, hung up on the wall of a room,
"Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for you." The l)romise
was pleaded, and grace and strength asked for, to enable the distressed
heart to cast its burden upon Him who is the Burden-bearer of His
people. Hours passed, but at length the answer came, bringing with it
a sweet calm for the remainder of the day, together with the wondering
resolve"Why should I the burden bear,
Since He has promised to sushLin? "
To Him be all the glory of every deliverance wrought out for His ransomed ones.
But we are told there are some who have a form of ~odliness without
the power', and from such we are to turn away (2 Tim. iii. 5). The
question may be asked, "IIow far can a child of God obey this counsel?"
He may have ungodly relatives; is he to shut himself entirely out from
them, and have no intercom'se with them? No, the Apostle could never
mean this, else we must needs go out of the world. We are told, in Isaiah
lviii. 7, that we are not to hide ourselves from our own flesh. Then,
who are the characters from whom we are to turn away? The Apostle
goes on to describe them, and, after enumerating some of their evil deeds,
sums up with a very important climax: "Ever learning, and never able
to come to the knowledge of the truth." So this is what is meant by the
form of godliness, "ever learning," but not learning in the right way;
therefore, destitute of the power; head knowledge, a seeming to be religious, but deceiving their own heart, not coming as a lost, guilty, ruined
sinner to the foot of the cross, crying for pardon through the precious
blood shed thereon, but bringing a little righteousness, a little merit in
their hand, such as doing their very best, living at peace with their neighbours, paying their way to thc utmost farthing, &c.; and so concluding
that in what they come short God will help them, and Christ's righteousness will abundantly make up for their deficiencies. So, not being in 1ll.e
right way, they are" never able to come to the knowledge of the truth."
Alas! that this should be anything but a supposed case. Are they not all
around us? High-sounding professors, worshipping God with thnir lips,
while their hearts are far from Him. "In vain they do worship mo,
tcaching for doctrine (the commandments of men" (Matt. xv. 9). But
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this cannot last, for it will presently be made manifest how far their
godliness extends, as it will happen unto them according to the old
proverb, "The dog is turned to his own vomit again, and the sow that
was washed to her wallowing in the mire." "Let us (then) who are of
the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for a
helmet, the hope of salvation." Let not our godliness be in name only,
but in love, and with a sound mind, that we may be able to give everyone who asketh a reason of the hope that is in us; and may we do it with
.meekness and fEar. Oh, for more of the spirit of meekness and humility,
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things; that we may come
as little children to our Father, to hear His word, learn His will, and
obey His precepts; and may our" conversation be as becometh the Gospel
of Christ," "that men may take knowledge of us that we have been with
Jesus."
Manchester.
A LITTLE ONE.
"SORROWFUL, YET ALWAYS REJOICING."

[It may be well for us to state that the dear brother who forwards theannexed extract is for a short time located in England privr to his
return to India. vVe have had sweet seasons of communion aud fellowship
with him, and woulrl now affectionately commend him to the prayerful
sympathy of our readers, in the prospect of his once again going forth to
that far-off land. To our own mind, such prospect would be overwhelming indeed j but it is marvellous how the Lord adapts the back to the
burden. With infinite wisdom, as well as in matchless love and mercy,
the Lord fixes the bounds of the habitation of His people; and all with a
view of meetening and preparing them for their own everlasting habitation in His own immediate presence.-ED. ]
DEARLY BELOVED BROTHEl~,-I feel my heart overflowing with love to
you and all the Lord's dear people. I send herewith some extracts
received by last mail from India. The writer is a Missionary, an old,
honoured, and tried servant of the Lord. He is at present in deep waters,
under a very trying affliction, out of which the Lord only can deliver
him. Kindly ask the Lord's people to bear him on their hearts before
the throne, and believe me, dearly beloved, your poor, weak, unworthy
brother,
A SYlUAN.
" OH! it is a fiery trial, by far the greatest I have ever passed through,
and the consequent anxiety has weakened me. The Lord alone
knows my many prayers and tears; Many times I have wished to
have you here to speak to; but I am shut up to the Lord j He holds
and upholds me, else I would have sunk long ago. Yet, through
mercy, I triumph, and say, 'Though He slay me, yet will I trust in
Him.' And yet I am a worm, a poor worm, full of sin and misery.
Every morning I say, 'Another day of mercy and misery,' and on my
knees in my study the Lord gives me the spiritual cordial for that day. I
know you pray for me.
" I must also mention that a certain series of lectures in the GOSPEL
MAGAZINE, preached by the late Bishop of Carlisle, on 'The High Priest's
Dress,' are so evangelical, sound, and solid, that I have begun to translate them for our Ilindustani Makkyan. The first, on 'Aaron's Ephod,' is
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printed. The second, on 'Jehovah's Crown Jewels,' is in MS. 'rhoy
are not milk-and-water sermons, as now-a-days so many are, but tho
, sincere (unmixed) milk of the word' of God, full of comfort.
" And now, dear brother in Jesus, brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, 'may the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding, keep (' 9arrison,' that is the meaning of the original worel) your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.' "
[The Lm'd in mercy continue to sustain and comfort this dear brothel'
under his bitter trial. We happen to know what it is, ancI we can only.
conceive of two trials which can exceed it for intensity. Oh! did our
readers know the precise nature of our brother's affliction, assuredly
they would think less of their own, however painful it might be.-ED. J

THOUGHTS ON GENESIS-ABRAHAM'S FAITH.
"And he believecl in the Lord,. and He eounted it to Mm for ?·ighteottsness."GEN. xv. 6.
TUE faith of Abraham here spoken of was clearly the effect of grace
in his heart, else it could not be called a righteous faith, which it is by
Paul, in Romans iv. 13. Abraham's faith was a simple, undoubting
belief in God's word: "He staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and
being fully persuaded that what lIe hall promised, He was able also to
perform. And, therefore, it was imputed to him for rightoousness." This
passage shows us it was not a faith worked out by himself, but" the gift
of God" to him, imputing it to him as his-a justifying faith, which is.
wrought out by Christ alone; and, therefore, imputed for righteousness
to all who are partakers of " like preciolts faith" with Abraham. "Now
it was not written for his sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but
for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that
raised up Jesus onr Lord from the dead; who was delivere\l for our
offences, and raised again for our justification" (Rom. iv. 23-25). That
this justifying faith of Abraham's was of grace is proved by the :urst
and second verse.s of Romans v., where the believer is spoken of as
standing in the grace, or free gift, and as having access through Christ,
"by faith into this grace" of peace with God. " For He (Christ) is our
Peace." "And having made peace through the blood of His cross," with
the Father, "we rej oice in hope of the glory of God." Again, Paul speaks
of this righteousness as a gift, in the 17th verse of the fifth of Romans,
to those "which receive abundance of grace;" or, of" abounding
grace," as it is called in a subsequent verse. "So then, they which
be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham" (Gal. iii. 9), "that
the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus
Christ, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit, through faith."
Like our· own, this faith of Abraham was not in constant exercise,
but had its ebbs and flows, since, being a fruit of the Spirit, and He
sovereign in His operations, He dispenses it according to His own will
and pleasure, both in measure and how and when He pleases.
W.
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TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.
My DEAR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURs,-A great effort is being made at
the present time to introduce into the Church of England Auricular
Confession. Four hundred and eighty-three professedly Protestant
clergymen have applied to the archbishops and bishops to license certain
men to act as father confessors. To grant this would be to adopt one of
the most corrupt and debasing usages of the Popish system. However
subtle or plausible the arguments or pretensions of these men, they
would, if they could, introduce into this country, and professedly under
the auspices of a Protestant Church, a course of things which would rob
us of all that is sacred. Once admitted, and that under the garb of
special sanctity, questions would be put to wives and d~ughters which a
husband or father would detest.
Englishmen! Protestants! ye husbands! ye fathers! shall it be?
Will you admit these wolves in sheep's clothing? Shall tIle sfl,eredness
of dmuestic life be destroyed? WjJl you allow a poor fnUilJle man to
put thoughts into the minds of yOUl' wivp>; m)(l daughters which had previously no place there until tho foul and filthy-mouthed confe>;sor
suggested them? I pray you beware of these men. They are doing
Satan's work, and not, as they would have you believe, the work of
God!
MYDEARFRIENDSANDNEIGIIBOURS,-I would gladly, if I could, visit each
and all of you at your own houses; but, in a parish containing as this
does between 8,000 and 9,000 souls, it is out of my power. During the
last ten years I have sought to meet this difficulty by circulating, month
by month, gratuitously among you and in neighbouring parishes, nearly
fifteen hundred copies of Old Jonathan,. or, The lJistriet and Parish
Helper'. In each number of that work, as very many of you are aware,
I write one Letter to the Aged and another Letter to the Young. In
these I seek to avail myself of some recent event or passing occurrence
from which to deduce practical lesson>; and gain lasting good. Now,
could I vi>;it you all from house to house and room to room, this is
precisely what I should do. My objeet wnulll be to show that the actual
circmnstances of every-day life go to prove the truth, the power, and the
immense value of God's ble>;sed vVord.
My endeavour in my personal visits among you would accord with
my pulpit ministrations-namely, to lead you from the words and
works of man to the words and works of God. Hence my Scriptural
motto is, "To the law and the testimony; if they speak not accorcling
to this word, it is because there is no light in them." ~ 0 labours of
man can be of any real, lasting, and eternally saving advantage, but as
they lead to the llerfected work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus it is
written: "This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He
hath sent." I pray you, therefore, my dear parishioners, as you value
the interests of your never-dying souls, to beware of any teaching, or of
any system, that would lead you to look to or to lean upon man. Remember again it is written, "Cursed be the man that trusteth in man,
and maketh flesh his arm." True it is that" the treasure is in 'earthen
vessels,'" but for what purpose? to prove that "the excellency of the
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!)ower is of God," and not of man. True it is that "it bath ploHHo<l
God by the foolishness (or the simplicity) of preaching to save thelll that
believe." I reckon it to be among our greatest mercies that such is tho
case; that God hath been pleased to call to the work of the ministry
men of like passions with their fellow-men, so that thus they may be
able personally and practically to sympathize with them. I would have
you, however, at the same time, recollect that, whilst the greatest
preacher that ever lived (the Lord Jesus Christ alone excepted) testified
to the fact that the Lord had "committed to him (and his brother
Apostles) the word of reconciliation," yet, in a holy jealousy for God's
honour, and lest either he 01' they should be regarded as aught more
than simple instruments in God's hands, he writes also, in his Epistle to
the Corinthians, "While one saith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of
Apollos; al'e ye not carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but
ministers by whom ye 1elieved, even as the Lord gave to every man?
I have planted, Apollos watOl'ed; 1ut God gave the increase. So then
neither is he that planteth any thiug, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase." Surely this statement of the Apostle is a
strong Scriptural protest against the pride, the folly, the sin of those
who would represent either themselves or their poor fallen fellow-creatures
to be anything whatever more than simple instruments in God's hands
to do what it may be His good will and pleasme shall be done.
Whilst as long' as I am permitted to remain among you, my clear
friends, it will afford me real pleasuro to visit the sick and the tried, as
far as health and ability will allow llle, I, at the same time, hope that
one and all of you will often receive a few kind words from my little
stLldy printing pross. You will then havo time and opportunity for
duly pondering upon what is thm; addressed to you. I find that many
clergymen in charge of large parishes have arlopted this mode of communicating with their peoplo, ill <Lll<litioll to the publi0 servi0es.
My dear friends, sin0e I sellt ont my last little printed address, you have
responded to my request that yOll would attend the meeting about to be
held in St. Luke's Schoohooms, to protest against the effOl't to introduce
into the Chmch of England and to legalize the practice of Amieular
Confession. Now, such is my well-matmed conviction of the degrading,
deadly, and destructive results of this vile system, that, could it be proved
to have a legal status in the Church, or were it imposed upon us, as
ministers, by those in authority, I unhesitatingly declare that, long as I
have humbly laboured within her pale, and attached as I am to her
cOlllmunion, I would no longer be identified with her. Under such
circumstances I would resign my position within fom-and-twenty hours.
But, happily, it has been proved by the very highest authority that no
countenance whatever is g'iven by our Reformed Church to Auricular
Confession. On the contrary, by her articles, her homilies, and her
liturgy, as a whole, she protests against it. The following was among
her utterances, "From the Church of Rome, and all her detestablo
eliormities, good Lord, deliver us."
I rejoice, my dear friends, in the large attendance at our roeent
meeting, and in the concord and unanimity of feeling that pervaded thu
whole assembly. Although we have those around us who aro doillgtheir utmost to lead us baek, as a church and nation, to Romish'
blindness, superstition, and destructiveness, and for the rosistaneo or
which our _forefathers forfeited their lives; yet, I rejoice to think that
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you, by your presence and your one unanimous voice, entered your
protest against any such downward and degrading course. You showed
yom'selves true Englishmen and Protestants. You do not despise the
name, as, alas! too many receiving Protestant pay do. But now, as it
was so well expressed at our meeting, I want you to follow up the spirit
and the tone there exhibited.
" Let no man deceive you with vain words; for because of these things
cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedicncc." "And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them; for it is a shame even to speak of those things which are
done of them in secret."
Now thus wrote the Apostle Paul, in his Epistle to the Ephesians ;
and surely, my dear friends, were there no other portion in the Book of
books, this alone ought to be sufficient to prove to us the folly and the
wickedness of any men, or of any system among men, that would seek to
Take up in the heart and worm out of the lips of a poor fallen fellow-sinner,
under dreadful threats and fearful penalties, all the evil thoughts, impure
desires, corrupt inclinations, bad words, and sinful deeds, of which om' depraved and fallen nature is capable. Antl all this is done under the garb
of religion! This is the purity-this the sanetity-of Romanists, and their
poor blinded, bIlt lCSfS honest, copyifSts [Illd imitators, the Ritualists. Oh,
beware of them, beware of them, I entreat you. Don't let your wives
and your daughters be subjected to a scrutiny and a probing of heart,
by means of the filthy, the polluted, the vile questions which arc proposed
to them, to render them thence forward unfit for your society or your
confidence. That man, be he who he may, is the slave of Satan and the
servant of sin who, under a false guise and an assumed sanctity, sel:lks to
dive down into all the blackness and filthiness of the human heart; and
this he does under a, daring and presumptuous assumption of power and
authority to forgive sins. Greater delusion and more blasphemou!!
impiety could not be, And what is their object? Is it really to give
relief to the burdened conscience and to bring peace to the troubled soul
by the application of the blood of Jesus? N ay, but their aim is to exalt
themselves; to be looked up to as those who have all the dread realities
of eternity under their control. And, having got at the key of the hearts
of their poor deluded and affrighted victims, they lord it over them, holding them in pitiless dread of exposure; nor is such dreacl surprising!
Husbands, protest against your wives either visiting, or being visited
by, these father confessors. In like manner, I implore you, ye fathers,
exercise your rightful authority as parents, and declare that your
daughters shall not be subjected tu the debasing, corrupting, polluting,
soul-and-body-destroying influences of these men of corrupt minds.
Finally, my dear friends, with respect to all true, rightful, and
Scriptural confession, I would earnestly ask you to turn to ]ijzra x. 11 ;
Ps. xxxii. 5; Rom xiv. 11 ; Phil. iv. 6.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.
"HX'>lNG EYES AND SEE NOl'."-The Grecian philosophers in Paul's
day called the way of the cross foolishness. Why? Because all the
treasures of knowledge, &c., were not made bare to the gaze of the
curious, but hid in Christ. So" if our Gospel be hid (God's free grace),
it is hid to them that are lost." "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good
in Thy sigbt."-J. Mile?!.
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THE FORTHOOMING OLIFTON OONFERENOE.
23, Berkeley Square, B1'istol.
" The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among u.S."-JOHN i. 14.
" Be not conformed to this world."-RoMANS xii. 2.

BELOVED BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN A LIFE-GIVING OHRIsT,-Under a
.deep, and every SuccGssive year deepening, sense of the solemn duty laid
upon me, I invite you for the eleventh time to our Annual Conference of
believers in Jesus, at Clifton. By the gracious permission of our God, I
was privileged to be present at the Mildmay Conference in London this
year; and, while I felt that to all present there the occasion was one of
special solemnity by the marked absence of him who originated, who
conducted, and who by grace gave its high spiritual tone to that meeting,
it was peculiarly so to me, as the convener and conductor of a similar
gathering in another part of the country, having its origin in, and taking
its character from, Mildmay. How could I help thinking again and
again, as I looked upon the vast assemblage before me, no longer
presided over by the sainted William Pennefather, of our own crowded
hall, where I have been for ten consecutive years permitted to take a
prominent place, ancl reflecting that perhaps our next Olifton Oonference
would assemble without me, 'and the voice that has summoned others to
prayer and praise there would be silent in the grave? And what then?
Well, my dear friends, thanks and praises to our covenant God, I was not
alarmed; I said" Yes, but safe in Jesus, safe as we all feel our belove<1
brother is;" he had no other ground of confidence, and you and I can
have no other, we wish for no other. But without that, with evidences
of mortality multiplying around us, especially as seems to me in the case
,of God's faithful servants, what must our uneasiness be, as one and
another drops out of view, and their vacant places mournfully and significantly say to each of us, "Who next? "
Resurrection life, in Him who is death's only Master and Conqueror,
assumes every year a deeper and more intense interest in our eyes. It
is our all; and what does that all include? God's love to us from eternity ; the redemption love and work of Jesus; the quickening, enlightening, convincing, converting, renewing, sustaining, and guiding operations of the Holy Ghost; the power of the Word; participation of the
divine life; apprehension of Christ, and all in Rim by faith; new hearts,
new minds, new affections, new hopes and desires; and, of course, a walk
and life of holiness, struggles against sin within and without, faithful
self-denying labour, and unceasing conflict for the Master and His cause.
The world, the flesh, and the devil assume, year after year, new forms
and features of hostility to our Christ; and we who profess to know and
love Him, and who are risen with Him, are called to be His witnesses
and His champions before the sons of men. New combinations are being
formed day by day, based on one principle, the elevation of humanity
above the Scripture standard, and in spite of it. In some of these even
Christian men and women are entangled; sympathy for man takes procedence of jealousy for God; and the moral, social, and even spiritual
amelioration of the human race, commendable in itself, is brought into
rivalry, often through inadvertence, with God's purposes for Ris own
glory, and the development of His attributes. The attempt to be wiso,
benevolent, and laborious above what is written, lies at the root of all
this. We must be content, my fellow-believers in Jesus, to fcol awl to
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WOi'k in simple subserviency to God's mind and will, as revealed in His
Son. His Word, energized by the Holy Ghost, is the great lever by
"hich the social mass is to be upheaved, and what belongs to God to be
eliminated from it. Let us be content to bring that into full operation,
to "go everywhere," as the Christians of old, "preaching the Word,"
assured that it will not return unto Him that sent it void, but that it will
accomplish that which He pleases. Surely that is enough for us, " The
Word, the whole Word, and nothing but the Word." Then will the
Father be glorified, the Son manifested, and the Spirit honoured. We
shall take our proper places behind the Word, and rejoice to find that it
has lost nothing of its efficacy since the day when it went forth from the
lips of Jesus, and it was said, "His Word was with power." How shall
we secure the' exercise and the efficacy of that power but by prayer for
faith, and by faith to pray-devoutly, earnestly, perseveringly? In all
our requests to God, we must ever feel and say, "For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, Amen," so be it. That is, Thou art
Sovereign, and mayest Thou ever be. Thou art Omnipotent, and only
Thou. Thou art the King of Glory, and to Thee alone all praise belongs.
May God the Holy Ghost bring these things always to our remembrance"
for Jesus Christ's sake.
The Conference will be held, in the Lord's gracious providence, on
Tuesday and Wednesday, September 30th and October 1st, 1873.
The subjects to be considered are" THE BELOVED IN HIS GARDEN" (Cant. iv. 12-16; v. 1; Isaiah xii. 6;'
xxvii. 2, 3; Psalm cxxi. 4-8; Ezek. xlviii. 35; Matt. xviii. 20; Rev.
ii. 7; xxi. 3, 4).
"THE REDEEMED IN THE WILDERNESS" (Deut. xxxii. 10; Isaiah
xxxv. 1, &c.; Hosea xiii. 5; Matthew x. 16; John xvii. 11, 15; Cant.
viii. 5).
•
Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren who
will kindly signify to me, on or before Saturday, September 20th, their
intention to be present at the Conference, and their need of accommodation during their stay.
I am, my dear friends, yours affectionately, in the hope of eternal life~
SAMUEL AmUllAM VVALICER,
Rector of St. Nary-le-port, Brz·stol.
The Conference will, as usual, assemble (l'l.v.) in the Victoria Rooms, Clifton, each'
day at Eleven o'clock a.m., and at Seven p.m. Dinner (for which Tickets, at 2s. each,
will be issued during the Conference) will be provided within the building at half-past
Oue o'Clock, and Tea at Five. The intervals between the Meetings will, as heretofo.·e,
be devoted to Prayer Meetings, Bible Readings, Addr<lsses, Free Conversations, &c.
Our local friends are reminded that Meetings for Prayer will be held at the Victori:!.Rooms, on the three Friday Evenings, September 12th, 19th, and 26th, preceding the
Conference,.and also on :M:onday.Evening, i:3eptcmber 29th, to ask the Lord's blessing on
our proceedmgs.

REAL religion consists in a pure and heavenly mind, a purged and'
peaceable conscience, and gospel affections going out after the dear
Redeemer. These thou canst not enjoy unless thou maintainest a close
union and co=union with Christ, which communion is kept up by living,
faith and fervent prayer.-Huntz'ngton.

The Gospel Magazine.

Irot,csfaut

497

~Jmcolt.

THE LATE BISHOP OF WINOHESTER.
To the Eititor of the - - - ,
SIR,-In the varied estimates and opinions of the late Bishop's character which have come under my observation, none have been so just and
truthful as your own. You fail not to acknowledge his brilliant talents,
his marvellous power, business tact, and indomitable perseverance; at
the same time you lament, as every impartial and truth-loving man must
lament, the sad abuse and disastrous misapplication of abilities which,
had they been duly consecrated to God and the pl'omulgation of His
truth, might have been singularly successfuL The keen-sightedlless, the
command of language, his felicitous manner, and the pith and power of
his addresses, rendered the late Bishop of Winchester a most dangerous
man whensoever and wheresoever his advocacy was misdirected, or took
a course in opposition to the plain, simple truth laid down in God's
blessed word. That his ministrations diit take that course, plain matter
of fact goes to prove. The late Bishop was emphatically a time-serving
man. The wretched "ex11ediency" of our day and generation was
largely adopted by him; and, if ono man more than another had the
power of glossing things over-in plain English, of making black appear
white-Bishop Wilberforce was that man, So deeply sensible was one
who testifios of the Bishop's captivating and enamouring power, that he
frankly declaros he was afraid to trust himself, lest his own preconceived
opinions and judgment should be warped under the Bishop's fascinating
influence. If a man in years-ono of understauding and experiencewrites thus, how perilous the position of the young when brought into
contact with a persuasiveness so subtle, and with argument and reasoning
so congenial to the natural bias of the human heart.
My object in now venturing to address you is in consequence of the
proposal to adopt means for memorializing the late Bishop. I think
such a course, under the circumstances, most lamentable, and speaks
badly for the Ohristianity-the true spiritual Protestantism-of our times.
Uncharitable as the remark may be deemed, and censured, as doubtless
I shall be, for making such remark, I consider one of the greatest enemies to our Protestant faith, and one of the despoilers of England's
Church, was the late .Bishop of Winchester; yea, more, if it be true, as
represented, that only a few days before he was so suddenly summoned
to his great account, he declared, in the presence of a number of his
clergy, his hostility to Popery, then, considering how he had aided and
abetted it, both as Bishop of Oxford and of Winchester, he was plunged
into eternity" with a -lie in his right hand." What fact can be more
solemn?
Now, sir, but for the effort that is being made to perpetuate tho
memory and to endorse the acts of such a man, I would be the first to
say, let his name sink into oblivion; but, when we consider, a;; you intimate, the form such memorial will in all probability take-that it will he
ofa Ritualistic, that is, of a Romish, character-the contributors to i:lUch
o 0
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memorial will only endorse the late Bishop's acts, connive at his craftiness and inconsistency, and betray a hapless indifference, instead of
" earnestly contending for the faith onco delivered to the saints."
What a painful contrast to every tl'llly spiritual mind and Protestant
heart would such memorial be, to that which occLlpiod fiO prominently and
sc, c1esorvedly a place in the Bishop's former diocese, to t]IO iminted memory
of his martyred predecessors. If the one were set up [Lt all, it flhould be
as a beacon to warn and admonish, lest others flhould pllrfillO tho same
mistaken course, rather than to commemorate and momorillli",o the
labours of one who had left a noblo pattern and examplo for othcrs to
adopt.
I reioice from my heart in the noble stand which you are making for
our gooCl. old Protestant principles. I thank God that, in the midst of
the latitudinarianism of the age, there are those to be found resolved, by
God's grace, to adhere to the ancicnt landmarks, and contend for the
truths in the defence of which our forefathers" counted not their lives
dear unto them." With those of us whose hairs aro' whitening for tho
grave, what may befall our church and nation may be of littlo importance
personally; but, nevertheless, we dare not indulge the He7.ekiah selfishnoss, and say, "There shall ho pOoLeo and truth in 'Ill/! days. " Wo cannot
but foel for our ohildreu and our ('hi Idrcll's childron; fLlld, contemplating
the uatural courso of thing;.; afl tho lleCOSS:lry (;()nscqucnco of the faithlessness of those to whom has been instrumentally intrusted the protection of our church and nation, we cry, God defend the right!
Unless He of His great mercy interpose, there is every prospect of our
leaving as a legacy to tho coming generation an apostatizing churcll,
calling once again for a reformation. I trust, however, that the Britifllt
lion is at lcngth roused. The laity of the Church of England are awaking
to their duties and responsibilitics. They see clearly that it is of no 11se
any longer to leave the dear-bought interests in which the welfare of their
wives and children are so interwoven in the hands of men who, for the
sake of expediency, will compromise principle, and rountenanco and
connive at the very system they professedly condemn. I rojoire in tho
numerous indignation meetings which are being hold through the kingdom to protest against tho adoption of auricular confel:iflion. I am
thankful to say that we have had a largo and most unallimoufl gathering
in our own parish. Such meetings are highly necessary at the pl'esellt
time, for, notwithstanding the protest of the bishops, this pestilential
plague is spreadinj:{; and the so-called gual'dians and defenders of our
church have brought the present lamentablo state of things upon themselves through lack of true Protestant tone, a want of fixedness of purpose, and corresponding promptitude. What is the consequence but a
setting the bishops at defianco upon the part of the very men whom they
have promotecl ? Since I commenced this letter, I have been informed,
by a lady who was present, that a certain notorious Ritualist in this
neighbourhood, during the Sunday services, a=olillced what days and
at what hours in the following week he should be in attendance to receive
the confessions of such of the congregation as were willing to attend the
church for that purpose. Could anything be more flagrant? and this
in the very face of the varied denunciations of the unlawfulnefls of the
practice, as issued by those in authority?
Thank God, the political days of our Popish Prime Minister are numbered; thank God, a general election is at hand; and I pray God that
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the true Protcfitant spirit of this once Protestant land may lJO so l'ollf\OCl
as that the vast majority of the electors shall l'osolvC', as with ono buld
and righteous determination, to vote for no candidate who will not
pledge himself to uphold Bible training in our schools and Protestant
teaching in our churches.-I am, sir, faithfully yours,

Aug. 11, 1873.

D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.,
Vicar of St. Lukc's, Bedminstcr.

P.S.-In a note to an article, "On the Ritualists and their Travels,"
in which The Rock comments upon the course adopted by these lUen
when on the Continent, in ignoring their Protestantism and attending
Mass in the Romish Chapels, that journal says :-" 'fhe first edition of
Mr. Golightly's pamphlet-' The Alarming State of the Diocese of Oxford'
-contained an excellent photograph of Dr. Wilberforce (then Bishop of
Oxford) in the very act above described; but this was felt to be so
exceedingly damaging that means were found to prevent the re-appearance, in the second and subsequent editions, uf this most characteristic
figure of a man who-however much the fact may be forgotten in the
first gush of sympathy or sentiment called forth by his melancholy enddid more to Romanize the Church of England than any other prelate
since the days of Laud. People, whose judgment is apt to be overborne
by their feelings, would do well to read Mr. Golightly's account of the
diocese of Oxford, as it had become when Dr. vVilberforce delivered it up
to his successor. That the see of Winchester is not handed over to Dr.
Harold Browlle in an equally deplorable condition is due purtly to the
circumstance of the late Lishop not having had the time to mature or
carry out his plan::;, and purtly, as we are thankful to believe, to the
fact of thore hlLVillg been a much larger alllount of true Protestantism.
arrayed again::;t him, both amOllg' clergy and 1llity. Dr. Browne would
do well to mako a note of this."

WHAT THE LORD APPROVES.
THERE arc two things the Lord loves-a contrite heart, and a thankful
one; but, without the first, the latter cannot be acceptable in His sight.
True gratitude springs fl'om a sense of our undeservings, because, if wo
once begin to imagine that we havo any claim upon tho mercy and bounty
of God, it stamps us as being uttorly void of a contrite heart. Such a
heart God will not despise, neither will He turn aside from its overflowings, since it is the tribute, nay, the only tribute, we can render unto
Him in return for all His loving-kindness, both in pruvidence and grace.
Oh, for a deoper sense of our need, since God's mercy and love are not
circumscribed to His dear childron, seeing all the treasures of His grace
are laid up for them in Chri8t J csus.
vV.
GOSPEL SOUND.-How many arc taken up with the sound of the
Gospel (as with the voice of an Italian singer), but understand not a
word. Not all who heal' the lJugle sound understand its 110tOI'\ j lmt
801(lier8 only. " Blessed is the peol1lc that know the joyful sound; thl'lY
shall walk, 0 Lord, in the light of Thy countenance" (Ps. lxxxix. 15).
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RELIGION OF FOUR LETTERS.

"TuERE is a wide difference between your religion and mine," said a
Christian lady to one in whose spiritual condition she had long been
interested. " Indeed," said he, "how is that?" "Your religion," she
replied, "has only two letters in it, and mine has jint?'."
It seems that this gentleman was one of that numerous class who are
seeking to get to heaven by their doings, by attention to ordinances ancl
ceremonies, by what the apostle, in the ninth of Hebrews, terms, "dead
works." But he did not understand about the" two letters" and the
"four." His friend had often spoken to him, and on the occasion to
which our anecdote refers she had called to take her leave of him for
some time, as she was about to go from home.
" What do you mean," said he, "by two letters and four?" "Why
your religion," said the lady, "is d-o, DO; whereas mine is d-o-n-e,
DONE. This was all that passed. The lady took her leave; but her words
remained and did their work in the soul of her friend-a revolutionary
work verily. The entil"e current of his thoughts was changed. Do is one
thing; done is quite another. The former is legalism; the latter is
Christianity. It was a novel and very original mode of putting the
Gospel; but it was just the mode for a leg'alist, and Lhe Spirit of God
used it in the conversion of this gentleman. When next he met his
friend, he said to her, "Well, I can now say, with you, that my religion
is d-o-n-e, DONE." He had learned to fling aside his deadly doings,
and rest in the finished work' of Christ. He was led to see that it
was no longer a question of what he could do for God, but of what
God had done for him.
This settled everything. The four golden letters shone under the
gaze of his emancipated soul, "d-o-n-e." Precious letters! Precious
word! Who can tell the relief to a burdened heart when it discovers
that an is done? What joy to know that what I have been toiling
for, it may be many a long year, was all done, over eighteen hundred
years ago, on the cross! Christ has done all. He has lmt away sinmagnified the law and made it honourable-satisfied the claims of
divine justice-vanquished Satan-taken the sting from death and the
victory from the grave-glorified God in the very scene in which He
had been dishonoured-brought in everlasting righteousness. All this is I
wrapped up in these foul' golden letters, "cl-o-n-e." Oh! who would
not give up the two for the four? Who would not exchange" cl-a," for
" d-a-n-e ?"
Reader, what say you to this? What of your religion? Does it
consist of two letters or four? Is it still" d-o" with you? Or have you
found your happy portion and rest in "d-o-n-e?" Do think of it, dear
friend-think deeply-think seriously, and may God's Spirit lead you,
this moment, to cease from your own "d-o," and to rest in Christ's
eternal "d-0- n -e ! "
QUESTlON- U

What must I no to be saved P" ANSWER-

"Nothing either great or sUlall,
Nothin~, sinner, no;
Jesus did It, did it all,
Long, long ago.
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" When lIe, from His lofty throne,
Stooped to do and die,
Everything was fully done,
Hearken to Hili cry" , It is finished I' Yes, indeed,
Finished every jot,
Sinner, this is all you need;
Tell me, is it not?
" Oh! thou trembling, anxions onc,
Wherefore toil you so ?
All was finished, all was clone,
Long, long ago.
" Till to Jesus' work you cling
By

t(

simple faith,

'Doing' is a deadly thing, Doing' ends in death.
" Cast thy deadly doings down,
Down at Jesus' feet;
Stand in Him-in Him aloneGloriously complete."
A HOME-MISSIONARY'S NOTES.
As I was passing through my district one day, I saw a man coming
towards me, who, as he came near me, :;tepped off the pavement into
the road, apparently to allow me to pass. However, I took him by the
arm, saying, "No, my friend, that won't do; don't you know it if:l the
bef:lt man on the inside?" Said he, stepping up upon the pavement
again, "No, I don't know about that." Said I, ",VeIl, but the Bible
tell:; Uf:l that the best shall be at laf:lt on the inside." Baid he, "Oh,
do it? I don't know, I'm sure, anything about that." I replied, "The
Bible says, 'Ble:;sed are they that do His commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city. For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongeri'l,
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie'
(Rev. xxii. 14, 15). 'And there shall in no wise enter into it anything
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie;
but they which are written in the Lamb's book of life' (Rev. xxi. 27)."
I asked, "Now, do you know anything about that, my friend? Have
you ever read that? or have you ever heard your minister read it in the
house of God?" He replied, "No, I'm a Catholic." I replied, "So
am I a Catholic, but not a Roman Catholic. I am a member of the true
Catholic or Universal Church of Christ; I trust, one of those who love
the Lord Jesus Christ in si~cerity, who trusts only in what He has done
and suffered for poor hell-deserving sinners like me, who are bought
with and washed in His atoning blood, clothed in His righteousness,
sanctified and kept by His Holy Spirit until His second coming to receive
all His dear people to Himself-not trusting to anything man can do for
me, nor what he can pretend to do, but only in what Jesus luts done;
for the Bible tells us that it is 'not by works of righteousness that wo
have done, but by His mercy He hath saved u:;, by the washing of
regeneration, and by the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which Ho shed on
us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour.' Now, here you see
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there is nothing for the priest to do, nor one thing named that he ever
could do. Man is entirely struck out of everything here mentioned that
the poor sinner needs; and we are told that it is only to be obtained from
God direct by faith, "tlu:ough Jesus Christ our Saviour "-not through
the priest, not through any angel, not through any saint, nor through
the Virgin Mary, but only" through Jesus Christ our Saviour." Here
he appeared unable to make, any reply. I asked him, "I suppose, my
friend, you never read your Bible, then? nor your priest never reads it
to you?" " No," said he; "I mum't without leCIIVe from tlte priest, myself; I have nevel' seen the Bible of OUt· CllUrel,I"
" What!" said I,
"never seen y01IJt' B'ible 1 nor ?'ead £t either 1 Nor 'must not read £t
without leave' from man, whcn Christ says, 'Sea?'eh the Scripture8 I'
Let me beg of you to get a Bible and read it, and ask God to open your
understanding to understand it, and, if you do, He will. 'Obey;God rather
than man,' and follow no man calling himself priest, or minister j
Lelieve nothing he teaches you, without comparing what he says with
the Bible-the Word of God-to see if what he says correFlponds with
God's Word. If it does, then you are bound to follow it, but, if not, you
are bound to reject it; for we read in the Roman Catholic Bible, "To the
law and the testimony, ?/ they sjJcal. not (/I'cording to tllis, they shall
not have the morning light."
Here the man appeared to becomo uneasy, and wanted to go, but I held
him by the button-hole of his coat, saying, "My dear friend, where do
you live?" "I live in this street," said he. I asked, " Shall I call upon
you, and bring the Roman Catholic Douay Bible, that we may read it
together?" He made no reply to my question, but said, "Ah, there's
Dr. D--; he stands up in that place yonder (pointing to our ehurch),
and speaks against our priests, when he is a priest himself all the
while. He says the priest has no power to do anything for the people."
I replied, "He is a priest, but not such a priest as you profess to have;
for the Roman Catholic Bible tells us that all Goers people are 'kings
and priests unto God to offer to Him spiritual sacrifices, acceptable
to God through Jesus ChriFlt.''' "Why," said he (rather in
l~ pet, and appearing' to want to pull r~way from me),
"why,
Christ Himself (erossing himself) vindicateu the priesthood in His
clay; fur He would not heal ten leprous mcn Himself, but :;aid to them,
'Go, shew your:;elves to the priest,' and they went to the priest and
were healed. rrhen, why should the priest be spoken against?" I
replied, "You refer to the cleansing of the ten lepers by Christ: nine
felt no gratitude springing up in their hearts to Jesus for His mercy and
love to them in cleansing them, hut went their way, whilst one poor
Samaritan (a Gentile), feeling himself eleansed, and his heart filled with
g-ratitude and love to Jesus, returned, and fell beforo Him, giving'
Him glory and praise for His merey and love to him. Jesus told him
that both he and the other nine ungrateful ones were all eleansed, and
comforted him, bidding him to go in peace, being healed, ;md Allow himself to the lwiest, that Iw was cleansed by Jesus before he (;<1me to the
priest, and tllcn to offer the gift that God, by Moses, ('()l1l11umded to be
ojfereel under the law, as a testimony and proof of the leper having been
healed, and that tltis g~ft was to represent the Great Healer, the Lord
Jesus Christ; not only of the leprous body, but the only Great Healer of
the lel1l'ous soul (whi(;h is the state of every poor sinner before God, in
his natural state)." Hcre I asked him, "Do you know, my friend,
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what that gift was which the cleansed leper was coml11ltndo<1 to offer?"
He replied, "No, I don't. I can't stay any longer." "Well," Maid I,
"just one minute more, and then we will part. If you get your Romall
Catholic Bible ane1 read the beginning of tho 14th chapter of the hook or
IJeviticus, you will see what that gift was." "What was it, then?" I
replied, "It was two turtle doves; or, if he couldn't afford doves, he was
to bring two pigeons." Now these birds (innocent and pure as they
were) represented the Lord Jesus Christ. The one bird represented
Jesus in His precious atoning death, anc1 tho other bird represented Jesus
in His glorious resurrection and ascension. One bird, we read, was "to bo
killeel over running water." Some of tho blood, doubtless, would hll
into the running water, and would represent the precious stream thn.t
flowee1 from the dear side of Jesus when tho Roman "soldier with It
spear pierced His side, and forthwith flowed out bloorl a1!(l water "-blood
to atone for the sins of all God's people, and ivater to represent the
cleansing and sanctifying of thcil' souls by the application of that blood
by faith to the soul by the power of God the Holy Ghost. Then, we
read, the chief portion of the blood from this birel waR to be caught in an
erwtlwn vessel, in which was placed" cedar-wood, scarlet, and hyssop,"
representing-, doubtless, to my mind: the scarlet, the l1'gony and bloody
sweat of Jesus; the hyssop-being a very bitter, and yet fragrant,
shrub-representing the bitter agonies and sufferings He enduree1 for the
accomplishment of His deal' people's salvation; and the cedm'-wood
l'E'presenting, by its pC/fume and durabihty, the :wecptance of the Saerifice
He offered to the Father, and that salvatien shall lJnduro for ever!" 1
said, "I will not kepp yon longor, bnt just say, that in your Roman
Catholie Bible, at the samo chapter, wo read that 'tho livi 1Ig' hil'C1 was
to be dipped in this blood ill tho om·thon vessel, and then was to be let
loose to fly up toward hoaven.' Now, can't yOll sce what a beautiful
fig'me and reprosentation this ii:i of 1110 l'l'sUlTe('tion aml asuension of our
blessed J eSllS, going up to Ilii:i deal' Father, and having t110 blooel-prints
and wounds He had rer;oived upon the cross for the salvation of His
dear people, and thus to present those bleeding wounds befo1'e His dear
Father, and plead for every soul for whom He Jias shed His precious
blood, until He comes tlte second time with glory and majosty to receive
them all to Himself, to dwell with Him for ever?"
JIoro he walked away, never wishing me good-morning', or uttering a
word, but looking down to the ground, apparently in deep thought. I
passee1 Oll, but, as I turned and looked after him, I thought, how much
have I to be thankful £01' to God for the blessed freedom to read the
precious Word of tho living God, and to carry it about with me wherever I go, to read it to thousands without permision from man, and
that the Holy Spirit has so blessed its contents to my soul, and to
hundreds of other poor sinnors through my instrumentality, some of whom
are now with theil; cruci fied, rison and exalted Saviour, and n umbel'S, also.
who are on their way to join the Church triumphant, in God's OWII
blessed time. I could not bllt lift up my heart in prayer for that pOOl'
mfl,l), and ask God, for Jesus Christ's sake, to send the Holy Spil'it tu
shine into his dark and benighted mind, and to give him to see :llItl to 1', ...1
his lleed of Jesus alone as his ollly Saviour, and lead him to ('ry to I [i I 11
alone, and trust in Him ollly, as the only name g'iven ulJ\lel' ht'LLvell
among men whereby he l1llli:>t be saved.
:::;. 1:).
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LINES WRITTEN DURING A PAINFUL INDISPOSITION.
AND shall a sinful worlU complain
Of weary days and nig-hts of pain?
Dare I arraign the will of God,
Who bought me with His precious blood?
Are not my times within His hand?
Are not these pains at His command?
Do I not hear Him sweetly say:
"Strength shall be given thee as thy day?"
Oh! may these light afflictions prove
Means to increase my faith and love;
And may I meekly bear the cross
In mercy sent to purge my dross.
Am I not His-His purchased oneA burning brand from Satan won?
Have I a grief He dOL'S not share?
A pang He helps me Hot to bear?
Oh no! Immanuel guards my bed,
His arms of love support my head;
Like John, I lean upon His breast,
And find in Him a perfect rest.
Then, welcome trials, welcome pains,
While Jesus thus my soul sustains;
He will receive my pal,ting breath,
And guide me through the vale of death.
By the Rev. HENRY JAMES MARsllALL, M.A., of St. John's
College, Cambridge, Rector of Clapton.in-Gordano, Somersetshire.
London: W. Macintosh.
As a l'uIe, published sermons are objected to; they are considered set
and formal, and lacking the power and animation of the human voice.
Happily, however, there are exceptions, such as presented in the volume
l)efore us. We cannot endorse tho every statement here given, but, as a
whole, we like the book. It embodies much thought, and suggests
valuable hints and helps to those on pilgrimage through a captivating
and ensnaring' world. Inasmuch as the volume of less than 240 pp. contains 35 sermons, they are necessarily short. They must be mere outlines,
we presume, of what were actually delivered, yet they read well, although
so concise. The brevity, however, affords the greater variety. It is a
book that can the more readily be taken up at odd times, amI will, we
doubt not, be read with llluch profit and advantage.
Sermons.

IF Satan seeks to puzzle thee about the time of thy conversion, content
thyself with this, that thou seest the streams of grace, though, perhaps,
the exact time of thy first receiving it (like the head of Nilus) may not
easily be found.-GumaU.

