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" Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God:'-2 COR. i. 4.

FATHER! MY FATHER!!
"I'VE NOT HEARD FROM: MY FATHER, NEITHER YESTERDAY NOR
TO-DAY."

SO spake a dear friend of ours. "That," thought we, "is very
commonly the case with me. Seldom indeed do I seem to hear from
Him as I once did." Moreover, our coward heart shrinks from the
means which possibly He might adopt, in order to make us more
earnest and importunate in craving His visits.
It was but a few minutes before our friend had made the remark
which thus set us musing that a young person had said, as she was
entering a hospital, to undergo an operation, "Pray for me." We
thonght, "What could I do under such circumstances? My pOOl'
frail heart would be sure to give way;" and, as we cherished the
hope that the Lord might be graciously pleased to spare us any
visitation that might involve any similar ordeal, we thought of the
almost endless variety of "ills that flesh is heir to ; " and yet, at the
same time, how marvellously God supports and sustains mankind
under the numberless ailments to which it is subjected. It is but to
enter a hospital, infirmary, or dispensary, or to contemplate those
who are on the way to any of these places, or waiting about the
doors, there to have wide-spread and unmistakable proof of the
manifold ailments, diseases, and sicknesses to which our poor corrupt
bodies arc subject. When we think, moreover, how men are sustained under them, or how they are borne up beneath the various
operations which they undergo, such facts not only prove the inherent
love of life in every human breast, but they prove, too, how blinded
and how hardened sin has rendered the human heart, in that it does
not recognise nor acknowledge that merciful and gracious hand by
which they are sustained. 'l'his sustaining power is the more evident
when we think how many there are who, like ourselves, have the
greatest possible shrinking from pain and suffering, especially at the
vf\riest idea of an operation in connexion with that pain and suffering.
vV0 repeat, how this non-recognition and non-acknowledgment of the
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merciful hand of God proves the hardening character of sin and the
dreadful extent of the fall of mankind in general by sin.
But, apart from the remark of our friend about not having heard
from his father, we thought it somewhat remarkable that our subject
of the previous evening had been, "But I said, How shall I put thee
among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage
of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My Father;
and shalt not turn away from me" (Jer. iii. 19).
It is a significant fact-and well worthy the reader's consideration
-that the word "father" occurs upwards of 800 times in the
Scriptures, and in more than 200 places it refers distinctly to God as
a Father. Nearly 100 times in the gospel of John Christ speaks of
or appeals to God as His Father. In His £h'st sermon upon the
mount, the which He opened with "blessing" as addressed to
character, in a nine- fold form, He speaks of God as a Father sixteen
times, and in that very, sermon testifies of His watchfulness, care,
tenderness, and compassion as a Father. Dear reader, we cannot
dwell too much upon these facts. They are so timely and so
encouraging. They remind us of the grace and the condescension of
our God, in that He should so come down to our poor finite comprehension' and thus, by types, figures, and illustrations, with which
personally day by day we are so familiar, expound the great and the
glorious mysteries of that salvation in which, as poor lost sinners, we
have so deep and lasting an interest.
With respect, moreover, to the personal ministry of the Lord
Jesus, let it ever be borne in mind that He it was who introduced
that wonderful story of the prodigal son, in the 15th chapter of
Luke's gospel, wherein the boundless pity and the tender compassion
of a Father's heart are so touchingly depicted.
Oh, beloved, we can never think enough of these very blessed
verities.
'Ve would remind the reader, too, of how the endearing relationship of Fat,her stands immediately connected with some of the basest
acts and most rebellious doings of His adopted children. Take, for
example, the connexion of the passage we just now quoted from the
book of the prophet Jeremiah. Here we read such utterances as
these: "My people have committed two evils; they have forsaken
me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns,
broken cisterns, that can hold no water" (Jer. ii. 13); "As the
thief is ashamed when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed;
they, their kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets,
saying to a stock, Thou art my father; and to a stone, Thou hast
brought me forth: for they have turned their back unto me, and not
their face" (verses 26, 27); "My people have forgotten me days
without number" (verse 32).
Ah, is it not true, dear reader?
Again, we read in the next chapter, "Thou hast played the harlot
with many lovers;" "Thou hast polluted the land with thy whoredoms and thy wickedness;" "Thou hadst a whore's forehead, thou
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refusedst to be ashamed." But, oh! mark the condescension and compassion, "Yet return again to me, saith the Lord." "Wilt thou not
from this time-(notwithstanding all the past, in all that thou hast
said and all that thou hast done)-cry unto me, My Father, Thou
art the Guide of my youth?" "Go and proclaim these words toward
the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the Lord;
and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful,
8aith the Lord, and I will not keep anger for ever. Only acknowledge
-thine iniquity, that thou hast transgressed against the Lord thy God,
and hast scattered thy ways to the strangers under every green tree,
and ye have not obeyed my voice, saith the Lord. Turn, 0 backsliding children, saith the Lord; for I am maTl..ied unto you: and I
will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you
to Zion." And then quickly follows that marvellous inquiry, "But
I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a
pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said,
Thou shalt call me, My Father; and shalt not turn away from me."
As if the Lord, after a little reflection, had joyously discovered a way
in which the difficulty might be met, and as if He would say, "If
they adopt such a course, and appeal to me upon such sacred gTound
as that of a Father, it will be perfectly irresistible. I shall be over·come. My scruples and objections will all give way. I shall be
compelled to receive; aye, and so to bless them, that 'they shall not
turn away from me.'''
Moreover, in the 31st chapter of this same prophecy, we have
another marvellous Scripture, setting forth in wondrous terms the
tenderness and compassion of our God as a Father: "I have surely
heard Ephraim;" as much as to say, in human language, or to come
·down to the condition and the capacity of the creature, "I am sure I
am not mistaken-I am not deceived-no, at last, I have surely
heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus: 'Thou hast chastised me, and
I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: turn Thou
me, and I shall be turned; for Thou art the Lord my God.'''
'Then comes the tenderness: "Is Ephraim my dear son? is
he a pleasant child?" (or, as it may be rendered, "Is not Ephraim my
dear son? is he not a pleasant child ?") "for since I spake against
him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are
troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the
Lord" (v. 20).
We love dear old Coverdale's rendering of these passages: "Moreover, I heard Ephraim (that was led away captive) complain in this
manner: '0 Lord, Thou hast corrected me, and Thy chastening have
I received as an nntamcd calf. Convert Thou me, and I shall be
converted, for Thou art my Lord God. Yea, as soon as Thou turnest
me, I shall reform myself; and, when I understand, I shall smite
upon my thigh. For verily I have committed shameful things. 0
let my youth bear this reproof and confusion.' Upon this complaint,
I thought then by myself: Is not Ephraim my dear son? Is he not
L L
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the child with whom I have had all mirth and pastime? For since
the first time that I first communed with him, I have him ever in
remembrance: therefore my very heart driveth me unto him: gladly
and lovingly will I have mercy upon him, saith the Lord."
Dear reader, we dwell upon these precious verities, because we ~ell
know how a poor sin-convicted and conscience-smitten soul is disposed
to confer with himself, that there can be no hope for him, because of
the flagrancy and enormity of his sins and transgressions. Now, in
the aforenamed Scriptures, we see how the Lord J ehovah has ever
been wont to deal with the vilest, the foulest, the most debased and
despicable of sinners, so that in and by them He might show forth
the omnipotence of His arm, the infinitude of His love, the boundlessness of His mercy, and the riches of His grace. Yea, by such
acts of love and compassion, He has ratified and confirmed that great
truth, as spoken by Him who spake as never mlin spake, "'1'he
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. I came not to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."
But there was one word in our dear friend's observation whieh
struck us with special interest and force and power. It instantly set
us musing, and led us from the less to the greater. He said, "I
have not heard from my father." Ah, that "my" was the word.
How many in the school of Christ are brought to a stand over that
little but mighty word "my." Easy as at first sight it appears, some
are for years and years striving to pronounce it. They stutter and
stammer in the effort; but, alas! sigh they to themselves, "I cannot
say it." At times there were certain little indications which led them
to hope they should succeed. Softness, meekness, a grateful recognition of merciful succour, kindly deliverance, a something that could
bear no other impress but that of a Father's hand; and, under the
present realization of the fact, there has been the soft, gentle, silent
heart-whisper, "This is a Father's hand. It has been so gracious,
so timely, so merciful, that surely, in spite of and notwithstanding
. all, He is my Father;" and, almost ere the soul is aware, there is
at least the mental ejaculation, "Surely Thou art our Father, though
Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknowledge us not: Thou,
o Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; 'l'hy name is from everlasting" (Isaiah lxiii. 16). .
Scarcely, however, has this thought of precious adopting love and
favour been encouraged before counteracting thoughts present tJJemselves. Gloomy doubts and darksome fears arise in connexion with
the carnal-the mere flesh-and-blood-interrogation, "If it be so,
why am I thus? Why am I what I am, and as I am, and where I
am? "
" If I love, why am I thus?
Why this cold and lifeless frame?

I

Hardly sure can they be worRe
Who have never heard His name;"

" If a child, if He really be my Father, how is it I have no more love
to IIim? no deeper interest in Him? a more childlike trust and
confidence in Him? Could I feel as I do, could I treat Him as I do ,
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were He really my Father, and w re I in very deed His child?
Should I b th P I' earth-bound, carnal, worldly, besotted creature
that I am w I' I verily heaven-born and heaven-bound?
" Lord, d id the doubtful case,
Tb. u wb. art Thy people's Sun,

I

Shine upon the work of grace,
If it be indeed begun."

ad r, the Lord's Spirit-begotten ones are the subj cts of godly
fear find a holy jealousy lest they should be deceived by themselves,
or by the great adversary transforming himself into an angel of light.
Th y feel, moreover, that these all-important realities are matters of
u h intense moment that they cannClt be satisfied by simply taking
things for granted. They must have a "Thus saith the Lord," an
"It is written," step by step and stage after stage on pilgrimage.
With the "Fear not," or the "It is I," or the "Thou art mine,"
they can go forward, leaning on Omnipotence; but without Him
they are too weak, and too feeble, and too timid and trembling to
venture. The heart-whisper and the silent look-appeal again and
again and again is, "Say unto my soul, I am thy Salvation;" "If
Thy pr sence go not with me, carry me not up hence."
For years, in our feeble way, we have been wont to testify that
none but parents haTle so special, peculiar, and. blessed an insight into
the gracious covenant character of our God. as a Father. In a sense,
and to a certain extent, it is speculation and guess-work without it.
Men may say it is simply natural, not spiritual, and infringing upon
divine revelation, upon our part, to advance such a theory. In reply,
we have only to advert to what we have already stated in regard to
the personal ministry of our ever-adorable Lord. He opened that
ministry by sundry illustrations and appeals to His audience with
respect to their relationship as fathers. As already stated likewise,
He gave that marvellous setting forth of His Father's tenderness and
love in the touching story of the prodigal son. In still earlier day,
the Holy Ghost commissioned the Psalmist to declare that, "like as
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear
Him: for He knoweth our frame, He remembereth that we are
dust."
Ah, that pity! that tenderness! that yearning of heart! that
sounding of the bowels! who can tell what it is but a parent? The
patriarch knew what a father's feelings were when, in reply to the
question, "Know now whether it be thy son's coat or no ?" he said,
"It 'is my son's coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; J oseph is
without doubt rent in pieces. And J acob rent his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. And
all his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him; but he
refused to be comforted; and he said, For I will go down into the
grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him" (Gen.
xxxvii. 33-35). The poor harlot who stood before Solomon knew
no small measure of it when, by way of testing which was in reality
the mother, the king said, "Divide the living child in two, and give
half to the one, and half to the other." " Her bowels yearned upon
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her son." Hence sbe cried, "0 my lord, give her the living child,
and in no wise slay it." The Psalmist himself, moreover, knew personally what a parent's feelings were, for, when tidings reached him
of the death of even his rebellious son Absalom, we read, "And the
king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate,
and wept: and as he went, thus he said, 0 my son Absalom, my son,
my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my
son, my son I" (2 Sam. xviii. 33.)
Reader, what say you to these things personally? Are you a
parent ? Well, even supposing your child had given you trouble,.
have you not been again and again reminded by that sacred, secret,
indescribable something that he is yom' child still, notwithstanding
his ingratitude, or his waywardness, or his wanderings? See that
child in danger, or let afHiction befal him, or return he after his
wanderings; whatthen? What the pangs! how intense the anguish!
how indescribable the emotions !
Many years ago we dreamt that we saw the lifeless body of one of
our own dear sons borne homeward upon men's shoulders after being
drowned. The vividness of that dream, and the agonizing distress
caused by it, will never be forgotten. When our dear friend, the
late Captain KNOCKER, had received into his house the sacred remains
of the beloved but drowned son of Dr. WINSLOW, and waited at the
station at midnight to conduct to that house of mourning the agoni7.ed
father, upon his arrival, he told us that the poor doctor actually
screeched or shouted with agony as he passed through the streets of
Dover. In our own. parish we once stood by a father, the corpse of
whose son had just been brought home, he having fallen from a ship's
side and been instantly killed. Such was that father's agony that
it seemed as though he must die there and then. A year or two
before, in that same house, we were bowing the knee in prayer beside
the sick and dying bed of his wife and that son's mother. She passed
away at the moment we were all thus around her bed in prayer; but
that scene for anguish was not to be compared with the weeping
father over the son, not called away after protracted illness, but of a·
sudden by accident.
A father! let the reader (if not already acquainted with the facts)
read the touching narrative of the late JOHN W ARBURTON, going in.
quest of his runaway son, now (blessed be God 1) an eminent
minister of the Gospel-a wondrous trophy of rich and free and
sovereign grace ! *
We say again, we can never sufficiently thank our God for His
gracious condescension and boundless love, in opening up the tender-·
ness of His heart and His wondrous sympathy by allusions and
appeals to fathers and their sacred emotions. We thank Him from
our inmost heart for this His so great mercy.
Since this article was commenced, when preaching at the Circuschurch at Portsmouth, in exchange with our dear friend, the Rev•.

*'

See "Wilderness Mercies," by the late John W arburton, of Trowbridge.

Tlte Gospel Magazt"ne.

455

J. O. M ltTl ,th galleries were fill d in th morning with the
Sunday-soh 1 hildren and their teachers.
it was the scene of
our b yh d, o.ud served to bring the past vividly to remembrance,
we ooul n t forbear addressing a few words to th d ar children.
In th
Ul'S of our remarks, we said that, old as "IV were getting,
and 0.£ l' a lapse of forty years since his death, there wer times and
san. n ven now when we felt how great a privilege it would be to
ho.v 0. little talk with our own dear and long-departed fatlte?·. We
littl thought, when thus speaking, how the very same wish and
sire had prompted certain utterances in a letter then on its way
from the far-off Australia, and now lying before us. We are talking
of a father's tender emotions; and, as most of our readers know how,
as a parent, we have long been situated with respect to far-off children,
we shall offer no apology for our brief quotation. It may cheer some
parent's heart. It may prove what the Lord can do, by distance, by
the test and the experiencing of the battle and the realities of life.
We may preface, however, the quotation, by stating that the dear
son who writes has given us but little anxiety. Under date,
"Sydney, 7th Jan., 1874," he says:" Looking back through the rapidly-receding years, methinks I yet see
my father waving his handkerchief from the pier when I quitted old
England. I can picture him to-day in his loved pulpit, preaching to his
flock. I can hear the well-known voice utter the words of our beautiful
church service, in tones that seem to vibrate yet in memory's chord; but,
alas! 'tis but in memory. Sixteen thousand miles of water and a dim, uncertain future loom between us. VVould to God I could 'arise and go to
my father,' though' 'twere but a little while' ere he 'goes hence.' It
makes me inexpressibly sad to think, to use your own words, 'that, in
all human probability, we shall meet no more;' and this sadness has
become more and more intensified as time has fled by. '1'is strange, but
true, that being now a father myself, and loving my boys as few children
ever are loved, desiring to shield them from all harm; looking upon
them as a saOl'ed trust, a daily and hourly responsibility, that I feel such
a long£ng ./01' my father. Surely' many waters cannot quench love,' nor
time remove it. May my children, in turn, love me as much; but not
wait to find it out when they have as much to regret as I have;
thoughtless worus said and actions done; wounding the kind heart whose
very pulse beat for its little ones. I wish, like J oseph, I could set my
little onos on their paternal grandpapa's knees, and hear him say J aoob's
blessing over them; but, as from your favourite pieoe 'Resignation,' I
can only add, 'Who can tell? ' "

We doubt not the foregoing will touch many a parent's inmost
soul. May we ask our beloved readers to bear our dear son upon
their hearts at the throne of grace? One conversation in particular
which we had in the room where we now write, a short time before
he left England, we shall never forget. Suffioe it to say that, in the
fulness of our heart, we exclaimed, "If that be your state of mind,
and those your feelings, it is the Lord, and the Lord alone, that
taught you; and He will stand by and bless you." The six years
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which have since rolled away and the 16,000 miles of ocean of which
our loved son speaks make no alteration in our convictions. And
here is our consolation as a father, in our declining years, leaving him
and all our loved ones in His blessed hands who has said, "As for
me, this is my covenant with them, saith the Lord; My Spirit that
is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out
of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and
for ever" (Isaiah lix. 21).
Oh, how sweet it is, dear reader, when the Lord Himself is pleased
to enable us to rest here. What a stay it is! How blessed and a11sufficient the support! What an essential ingredient (so to speak)
in "that secret which is with them that fear Him," and to whom
" He will shew His covenant." What an immovable basis! what a
sure foundation! How blessed to come with the covenant word of a
covenant God, and, at the same time, to realize the unutterable
blessedness and the supernatural sacredness of addressing Him as
"Abba, dear Father! "
Beloved, it is worth going down into the depths to experience and
enjoy, that holy steadfastness, that secret, sacred clinging to and
abiding in and upon His own covenant Self, as pledged to be and to
do all that shall be for His glory and our own present and eternal good.
Reader, do you know anything of it? Mark you, it is the trials
and the sorrows and the weight and the care and the perplexity
which instrumentally lead to it. Sweet the affiiction--blessed the
trials-happy the circumstances which instrumentally bring about
such gracious results; such as lead the poor, oppressed, and bewildered
one to exclaim, "Thou hast known my soul in adversities;" "Unto
Thee have I revealed my cause."
Why, beloved, when the soul is brought here by the precious power
and holy anointing of the Holy Ghost, not so much as a little finger
would be raised nor a straw turned to alter matters. All is left in the
Lord J ehovah's hands. However mortifying, vexatious, or untrue
charges may be, just in proportion as the great fact, "My times are
in Thy hands," is realized, is there a disposition and a power to
" stand still and see the salvation of the Lord;" yea, and to feel
" the Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace."
Whilst touching upon this subject of leaving matters in the Lord's
hands, we cannot refrain from mentioning a fact which was related to
us a few days since. The person principally concerned we have
known personally for more than fifty years. When the cholera broke
out in Plymouth and its neighbourhood, many years ago, the sanitary
authorities gave directions to the inhabitants to look well to their
drains. The occupant of a house at Stonehouse, in consequenc ,had
his drains thoroughly cleansed; but a next-door neighbour, to whom
he had shown repeated kindnesses, but who was, nevertheless,
prejudiced against him, we believe on account of his religion, wrote
to the authorities, and complained of his neighbour's drain being
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stopped.
Men wore, in consequence, sent to open it. Whilst
thus engaged, tho accuser looked over the wall oxultingly and with a
satanic triumph. At this, the accused one withdrew, and, going to
his chamber, Hezekiah-like, laid the whole matter before the Lord.
Taking up his Bible, he immediately opened upon the 37th Psalm,
"Fret not thyself because of eviZ-doers; neither be thou envious
against the workers of iniquity; for they shall soon be cut down like
~ grass, and wither as the green herb." His mind was, therefore,
sweetly tranquillized, and he left matters entirely in the Lord's hands.
The men went on opening the drain; but, not discovering the cause
of the stoppage, they were necessitated to enter the accuser's premises,
and proceed to inspect his drain likewise. Here they speedily found
the obstruction. The accuser himself had stopped his own drain on
purpose to bring the charge against his neighbour. Upon the discovery
being made, he ran in to his wife, and exclaimed, "They've found
it out." Shortly after, he again went into the yard to watch their
movements. He had not been long there, however, before he rushed
into the house again, and in agony cried to his wife, "I've got the
cholera! I've got the cholera!" Such, alas! was the fact. He
lingered i.n cOllsequence for a few hours, getting worse and worse,
and then, poor unhappy man, died!
Header, "it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living
God" as an "accuser of the brethren," or as a plotter against His
servants. "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord."
" Whoso toucheth you, toucheth the apple of His eye." "Shall not
God avenge His own elect which cry day and night unto Him, though
He bear long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them
speedily."
"I've not hecwd from my fathe?'." We had intended to have
endeavoured to show that, although certain feelings and impressions
might seem to imply the contrary, still many a kind and gracious
message and love-word were sent or spoken by the Father, but not,
as yet, so heard or recognized as to be understood. Each trial, every
perplexity, and this or that affliction, which is attended by a felt
helplessness and a corresponding sense of need of divine guidance,
support, and protection, is from above; a .love-word from Father!
a gracious message from on high! It says, come as it may in the
form of trial, or care, or sorrow, or perplexity, "Let me see Thy
face, let me hear Thy voice; for sweet is Thy voice, and Thy countenance is comely."
" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses in His sov'reign hands,
Are blessings in disguise."
"Trials make the promise sweet,
Trials give new life to prayer;
Trials bring us to His feet,
Lay us low and keep us there."

St.

L~lke'8,

Bedminster, Aug. 5th, 1874.

THE EDITOR.
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OUR" DENOMINATION."
" Ye (lire aU one in Clwist Jesus."-GALATIANS iii. 28.

"DENOMINATION !" vVhat a long word! I cannot find it in my Bible.
Indeed, the Word of God is composed chiefly of monosyllables. It is,
too, such an ugly word. I wonder where it came from? It must surely
be of man's manufacture, and I should say it must have been made at
the forge of Master" Wontd-be-great," whose fire must have been fed
with creature pride and false ~eal. And what is the meaning of the word?
We used to learn when at school that a denominator was the lowest
number in vulgar fractions; but what is a denomination? vVe suppose
the answer would be, "It is a name or title given to a number of
people." It may be so; but God has never given such a name to His
people. We read of His Church being an assembly of saints, the body
of Christ, the flock of God, the Lamb's wife, &c.; but we never
read of her, or part of her, as a denomination, and we can come to no
other conclusion than that it is a man-made word, and the sooner it is
expunged from the Christian's vocabulary the better. And why should
there be in the Ohurch militant such divisions of man's setting up? In
the last day of account we read of God's separating the sheep from the
goats, and bidding the one go to the right hand, the other to the left; but
we never read that He will say, 0 ye of the Baptist persuasion, go ye
to the right hand; or to the Independent persuasion, Go ye to the left.
Oh, for less schism in the body! Oh, that the Spirit would lap up the
water which separates Christian from Christian, and blister into obliteration the ugly word to which we have alluded-" denomination." Now, we
are not going to advocate the union of Ohurches, which, if they do not
differ, ought to differ, and be as far as the poles are from each other. Nor
shall we spoil our paper by advocating the extraordinary marriage of
the Eastern and Anglican Churches. Nor have we any faith in the policy
of a certain episcopal charmer who would hurry on a courtship between
the Church of England with the so-called" Wesleyan body." Nor have
we any intention of publishing the banns of marriage between free grace
and free will. Our object is to urge to the manifestation of greater love
and union among the members of the Lord's living family. Time is too
short and life too soon over to allow of squabbling among the people of
God. Oh, why should a brother make another an "offender f01 a
word?" Ah, as we write these words, the eye rests upon the July number
of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and one feels there is a stain and a blot there;
two brothers are at variance, and these none other than such veterans as
Walker, of Bristol, and Wallinger, of Brighton-eminent servants of
God, who, in the main, think alike. What a pity that an aged servant
of the Lord, in his eighty-first year, should take up cudgels against
another eminent champion for the truth. We cannot for a moment suppose that the venerable Brighton saint would advocate the wearing the
emblem of Popery. Why, then, not let dear Mr. Walker's outspoken
testimony alone? It is needed enough in the present day, God knows,
and anything which leads from the crucified One to the material cross is
of Romish tendency, and should be discountenanced by every lover of
Jesus. How graciously has our beloved editor steered clear of contro-
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versy. 8ure we are, had he allowed it, the GOSPEL MAGAZINE would
long since have been wrecked amidst the shoals of strife and division;
but, kept from this, he has spread the truth in love, and God has wonderfully accompanied his testimony with His blessing to the comfort
and edification of His saints. Beloved brethren in the Lord, cease
from strife, and things which edify not the children of God. " See that
ye fall not out by the way." Let class and distinction be not set up
amongst us, and let not minor points separate brother from brother.
We want to be let deeper into the spirit of the Apostle when he said,
" I am determined to know nothing among men save Jesus Ohrist and
Him crucified."
In this simple way, and in this spirit, we have gone fOloth to testify of
Ohrist for many long years. Wherever the Lord opens doors, we have
gone, asking no questions, and the result is, we have lifted up the voice
for Ohrist in more than sixty towns and villages in dear old England, and
our simple testimony has been blessed to thousands of precious souls.
"In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand,
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this 01' that, or
whether they both shall be alike good." Never shall we forget the
exclamation of an aged man, the other day, as, warmly pressing the
hand, he said, "Oh, those blessed' Wayside Notes!'" such testimonies
we love and cherish, and although they make us sink as regards the
creature, in whom is "no might," they cause us to rejoice in the Lord, in
whom is almighty strength. Nor can we forget the tearful statement of a
poor woman, who said, "Sir, do you recollect speaking from those words,
'Peace, be still, and there was a great calm ?'" Upon our responding in
the affirmative, she added, "I came into that place of worship a burdened
woman, but from what you were led to say, by the Spirit of God, I came
out of it with a heart full of joy in the Lord." Nor less do we love the
warm shake of the hand and the tearful look, which speak volumes
when not a word is uttered. Ah, there is a freemasonry, if I may be
allowed the term, among the Lord's living children which makes the
very look significant.
And how such testimonies as the foregoing raise us above the petty
differences of man's making to which we have referred; for, after all,
what does it matter to what section of the Ohurch down here we belong
compared to our standing before God? "Much water," or "little water/'
are terms which will be unknown before the great white throne.
Sprinkling or dipping will never be endorsed upon the passport which
frees us threugh the pearly gates. Why should we make so much of these
things now when it is but a little stream which divides the Ohurch
militant from the Ohurch triumphant?
These remarks bring us to the point we had in view in taking up thepen at this time; namely, the true oneness of the members of the family
of God, the knowledge of which should cause them to live in love, which
oneness is very especially brought out in the figure the Holy Ghost uses
to describe the true Ohurch, when He calls it "the body of Ohrist."
And do we not see at once that, as the literal body teems with the most
convincing proofs of design, so the spiritual body is all according to the
plan and purpose of God, and requires no disjointing on man's part? It
is all beautifully and perfectly arranged. We remember, when that estimable Ohristian, Lady Lucy Smith, was alive, we were privileged to
spend a week or ten days at Wilford, preaching in her chapel at Notting.
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ham on the Sunday morning. Our text consisted of those two words,
found in the Ephesians, "Fitl,y framed," and we endeavoured to show
how the will of the eternal Father was dovetailed into the work of the
SljiViour, and how the work of the Spirit was the carrying out of the will
of both, and that all the discipline by the way was all ordered and well
ordered by a covenant God. Never shall we forget the kind way in
which her ladyship again and again said, in course of conversation,
"Yes, Mr. C--, it is all 'fitly framed.' "
But to refer again to the body of Ohrist. We notice the relative
and supreme position of the Head of the body j just in like manner, in
a spiritual sense, is the supremacy of Christ to His Church. "He is
the Chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether lovely." He is
"the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls j" He is the King of Glory, who
has passed into His heavenly dominion; He is tue Head of ilis body,
the Church.
'
And this fact brings out another j namely, that, while He took upon
Himself our nature, yet that, having accomplished in that nature all that
was needful for our salvation, He is now " exalted to be a Prince and a
Saviour," and in His exaltation is drawing up His members to be one
with Him j so that they are said to be not merply crucified with Him, but
risen with Him and glorified with Him. There was no change in the
divine nature of the Son when He assumed our human nature. There
was the union of the two natures, but no change of the Deity into the
humanity. He was perfect Man and perfect God. He became, it is true,
"of no reputation" as the Man, but did not, in consequence, cease to become
God j and it is now the impartation of the gifts and graces of the God
that nourishes His Church.
These are facts, beloved, we want our faith to lay hold-facts that are
calculated to lift us up above minor differences, and to bring out the
grandeur and preciousness of our passage, "Ye are all one in Christ
Jesus: "
One according to covenant arrangement;
One according to electing love j
One according to distinguishing grace;
One according to eternal destiny.
Oh, then, away with fleshly disunion and party feeling, and let that
ugly word" denomination" be buried in the depths of a Saviour's love.
But to return to the figure of the body referred to. Though there is this
grand supremacy of the head to the same, there is no lording it over the
body. Oh, no, but a precious and divine sympathy and oneness asserted for
our encouragement and love. "For the head cannot say to the feet, I have
no need of thee." Mark, it is not said that the hand or the arm cannot say,
"I have no need of tuee," but it is the head. Tlte Supreme Power cannot say,
to even the 8innet' poverty, "I have no need of thee," for He came into the
world to save sinners. So that this uplifted member of the body cannot
say to the lowest member down here on the ground, "I have no need of
thee;" for He came to save to the uttermost them that are lost. As well here
is there the greatest encouragement to the poorest and lowest of His
family j such as are little noticed by their fellow-men are regarded by
their God j "for the Head cannot say to the feet, I have no need of thee."
And this reminds us of the sweet sympathy always existing between the
Head and the body, even to the lowest member. Hence to the weary
He says, " Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I
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will give you rest," and to the weak in faith, "When the poor and needy
seek water, and there is none, and tbeir tongue faileth for thirst, I the
Lord will bear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Oh,
what sweet sympathy is this!
Nor less is He gracionsly compassionate to tbe tried and tempted; "in
that He Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to succour them
that are tempted," and in the hour of affliction and bereavement He is
kind and gracious. For the weeping widow who was following her only
son to the grave, the Lord had compassion, and said unto her, "Weep
not," and, raising the dead one to life, by His Godhead power, delivered
him to his mother. And is it not the knowledge of the sympathy of
the Head which encourages them in their dark and trying seasons?
"I did not let anyone know my. trouble," said one Ohristian to
another in OUl' hearing. Ah, well do we know what this is. We feel
that it is Jesus who alone can understand us, and, under certain exercises
of soul, we can tell none but Him all about it. If we committed the
pressure to an earthly friend, possibly the sympathy that one might get
would only be reekoued up after the manner of men; but the sympathy
of Jesus is something so precious, and so powerful, so supporting, and
accompanied with such a relief, that it is beyond all that earthly relations can give. Ah! feels the Ohristian, I am little understood by the
world and less by the professor, but I am understood by Jesus. He feels
with me, He feels for me, He feels in me. If I suffer, He suffers. His
is a sympathy, His is a love, which infinitely transcends the love of the
creature.
And another thought relative to this very precious comparison of
the Ohurch to a body is the fact that innumerable little bone8 are in
the body that are really not seen, and to a person not acquainted with
tbe anatomy of the body are indeed totally unknown; just so is it with
hundreds of Ohristians. They are like these "l#tle bone8," little seen
and less known, as far as even the Ohurch is concerned; and yet every
one of them known to God and needful in His sight to the perfectinO' of
the body. To carry this illustration still further, for the encourage~ent
of the many weak, lowly, and apparently insignificant members of
Ohrist's body-ah! and you, too, who seem only able to put in your claim
with so many <1oubts and fears-never mind, concerning you it is said,
"I8 it not of the body?" and herein is your security and standing. It does
not say, It is not a great and powerful member; cannot all see it ? No,
simply, no matter what its measure 01' form, "Is it not of the body?"
There are something like 254 bones in the natural body, all fitly joined;
but who can describe but the skilled a twentieth part of these bones?
Where 81'0 they? We know not; yet the truth remains the same. Just
so is it witll the members of the Lord's mystical body; however weak in
themselves, and lowly in position in this world, they are all known
unto Him, alld every member has its exact position as it has pleased Him
to place it. Oh, how this should reconcile us to much which seems hard
to bear in connpctioll with the lot in life. He has ordered all, and
appointed all, and it does not become us to murmur at His discipline.
Oheer up, then, deal' tried and hidden one. You may be little known
in this world, yet, believe me, you are well-known to the Head. You
may have been even laid aside by bodily aHliction for years, yet the
Lonl is tonderly acquainted with all you~ needs. He is watching over
you while you lie on your couch of suffermg, and lovingly arranging all
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for your eternal good. There is a " needs be" for your present position,
and He will by it fit you for His own presence. Oh, gracious fact, that
will do to live by and die by.
"And is my soul and Jesus One?
Is He my cov'nant Bead?
Was it for me He left His throne,
Obey'd the law, and bled?

I"

And is my soul and Jesus One
In everlastin~ ties?
0 matchless mercy! grace unknown!
And love that never dies."

Thus, then, beloved, have we had it laid upon our heart at this time
-to urge to greater love and union among the members of the Lord's
family. Let us not be misunderstood in this matter. Let us not be
-supposed to be advocating any oneness that God has not ordained. We
:never can have any felt union with a Roman Catholic, who would set up
man and dethrone Christ, We equally shrink, too, from a Socinian, as
from a thief who would rob us of our most precious treasure; and
astonishing is it to us to see professing ministers of the Gospel standing
on the same platform with such, and calling them "brethren." Nor
are we, when we come to spiritual and vital points, at one with those
who, in the so-called liberalism of the present day, would amalgamate
all into "a holy brotherhood." No! no! none of this. It is with the
family of God we are dealing, and it is among the living members of
·Christ's body that we want to see less of difference and dissension, and
more of union and love. Oh, then, to lay hold of this truth in power and
practice, "Ye are all one in Christ Jesus;" one body of which He is
the Head; chosen in Him from all eternity; ever.y member written in
His book ere time was; united to Him by a living faith. And what can
separate us from the love of Christ? Redeemed by His precious blood,
justified by His righteousness, regenerated and set apart by the Spirit
of God as vessels of mercy for the Master's use-" children of God, and
if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, if so be
that we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together."
Let these grand and glorious old covenant verities truly be before us,
and realized by us, and we shall not stoop to ask, "Is our brother of
this denomination or that?" The point will be, "Is he a brother? Do
I recognize in him a sinner saved by sovereign grace, like myself? Then
I give him the right hand of fellowship, 'for we are all one in Christ
.Jesus.' "
Oh, there is quite enough to encounter in this world to distress the
<lhildren of God without their severing themselves on account of some
minor difference to add to their discomfort. Surely, while the common
foe driYes them closer home into the fold, one of the last things which
they should think of ie to quarrel among themselves, and it is indeed
painful, when pressed home together in the oneness of the fold, to see
them seeking to devour one another. May the Lord help us, as members
of the one family, to live in harmony, love, and peace. Oh, Holy Ghost!
pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity (love) which is
the bond of peace, and cause the family to live as brethren bound together
in an indissoluble tie, which no power on the earth nor under the earth
can sever. Oh, give unto us more of the mind and spirit of the Master,
that, not stooping to things mean and beggarly, we may live up to our
high calling of God in Christ Jesus. So prays, beloved, yours in Christian
feltowllhip and oneneES,
Wansteaa.
G. C.
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UNION WITH CHRIST.
" In the Lord have I righteousness and strength."-IsAJ.AH xlv. 24.
THAT the "flesh proflteth nothing" is the daily experience of the child
of God. As each night he bows his knee in prayer before the footstool
of his heavenly Father, in review of the numberless failings and wanderings )f the past day; as he remembers the many things he has done
which he ought not to have done, and the numerous things he has left
undone which he ought to have done, with feelings of the deepest humiliation he is brought to acknowledge with St. Paul, that" in his flesh
dwelleth no good thing." And, in proportion as he feels his lItter nothingness in the sight of a holy and heart-searching God, in such proportion is he led to realize the all-sufficiency and the completeness of the
Person, work, and righteousnes of the Lord Jesus Christ, whilst He
receives of His fulness grace for grace, and is led to look up unto Him
101' strength to "help in every time of need," so that he may run with
patience the race that is set before. him. 9hrist J es~s is his All in all,
his Alpha and Omega. So that WIth DaVld he exclaIms, "0 Lord, my
Strength and my Redeemer!" "Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and
there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee." And as Christ, and
Christ alone, is the burden of the believer's song as he journeys onwards
and homewards through this vale of tears, how cheering the realization,
how unspeakably blessed the thought, that" When we appear in yonder cloud,
With all His favour'd throng,
Then will we sing more sweet, more loud,
And Christ shall be our song!"
Oh, methinks I see that blood-bought throng as they surround the
great white throne, clad in those pure and spotless robes, for ever and for
ever striking their golden harps to the praise of Him who sitteth upon
the throne, who hath "washed them from their sins in His own
blood, and made ~hem kings and priests unto God." Oh, how blessed,
dear reader, to think of those with whom it was our privilege to take
sweet counsel while here below who are now before the throne, beholding the fair beauties of the Lord with unbeclouded eyes, whilst we at best
can only see through 3, glass darkly. All the blessings enjoyed by the
believer are his by virtue of union with the Lord Jesus Christ. It is in
the Lord that we have righteousness and strength, and, as St. Paul tells
us, "there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus."
Oh, what a mysterious union is that which unites the soul of the
believer to his Lord and Saviour! And how beautifully described in the
15th chapter of St. John's gospel, under the parable of the vine and the
branches. As the branches derive all their nourishment from the vine,
so the children of God, from the fulness that is in Christ Jesus, receive
that grace and strength which alone can make them fruitful in every
good word and work, and enable them to show forth the praises of Him
who hath loved them with an everlasting, unchanging love. How
·stupendous is the thought that the Lord's redeemed and l'ansomed ones
arc members of His mystical body. "For we are members of His body,
{if His flesh, and of His bones" (Ephes. v. 30). So that all the sul'l:'erings
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of God's people are participated in by their Divine Head, in all their
affiictions He is affiicted; whilst His own loving and grHcio1ls words concerning them are, "He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of mine
eye." As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ contemplate their union
with their glorious Head, well may they take up the language of the poet" Lord Jesus, are we One with Thee P
o height, 0 depth of love!
With Thee we died upon the tree,
In Thee we live above.
" Ascended now, in glory bright,
Still One with us Thou art;
Nor life, nor death, nor depth, nor height,
Thy saints and Thee can part.
" Soon, soon, shall come that glorious day
When, seated on Thy throne,
Thou shalt to wondering worlds display
That Thou with us art One."
Such, dear reader, is the blessedlless of being in Christ. How allimportant, then, are the questions, Are we in Christ? arfl we united to
the Lord by a living faith? Have we, by the power of divine grace,
been enabled to prostrate ourselves at the mercy-seat, uttering from our
inmost soul those words of the poet"A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall ;
Be Thou my Strength and Righteousness,
My Jesus and my .All P"
Though lamenting, day by day, the coldness of our love, and the
weakness ef our affeetion, towards our gracious Lord alld l1flster, can we
adopt the heartfelt language of Peter, "Thon knoweRt all things; Thou
knowest that I love Thee?" Are we living as though this world was not
our rest, l'nileavouring by God's help to live as b~culllet.h His dear
children, glorifying Him in our bodies and in our sri fits, which are
His, in the midst of a world which lieth in sin and in wickedness? Oh!
that we may know more and more from our own heartfelt experience of
the blessedness of being in Christ Jesus.
" In the Lord have I righteousness and strength." Oh, what an amount
of blessedness is treasured up in those two words, righteonsness and
strength. It seems to us as though they comprehended much of what
the child of God needs, both for time and for eternity. RighteouslleRs,
in which to stand perfect and complete before a holy and h"al t-st'arching
God, so that beiug found in Christ, "not having our o\\'n righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, tho
righteousness which is of Goel by faith," we may say,
" Bold shall I stand in that great day,
FOIl' who aught to my charge shall Jay P
While through Thy blood absolv'd I am
From sin's tremendous curse and shame."
Then, in the Lord Jesus Christ there iR strength to '"nable us to bear
up amidst the innumerable trials and difficulties of 1110 way, until 11'0
arrive at thl;l heavenly Jerusalem, the haven wher" we w"ulJ be, as it is
written, "They go from strength to strength, eV(4]'Y Olle of them. in
Zion appearoth before God."
1'. H.
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REFLEOTIONS ON PAUL'S THORN IN THE FLESH.

PAUL never complained of a thorn in the flesh until he was born of the
'Spirit. "There was given to me a thorn in the flesh." He did not want
this thorn, nor ask for it; yet he had it. The Lord's people do not often
ask for thorn~, or storms; yet He is pleased to give them both in some
degree. Where was the thorn? In the flesh, not in the Spirit. ,f'aul
did not know the thorn was needed, but the Lord did. He speaks of it
as "given." Was it something he had not before? He knew the
reason why it was given: "Lest I should be exalted above measure~"
It is a good thing to know the reason why the thorn is given. He is
now in heaven to whom this thorn was given. He who had been caught
up to the third heaven was in danger from what he carried about him
when on earth.
Heavenly favours are wisely counterbalanced. "For this thing I
besought the Lord." He knew what he prayed for, and also to whom he
prayed. Peter prayed in a storm, and Paul prayed with a thorn.
Those are times of real prayer in pricking thorns and raging storms.
Sanctified thorns and storms are no enemies to true prayer. The Lord
Jesus Ohrist had storms and thorns, and who ever prayed like Him?
The good Lord sanctify unto us all our stormy and thorny seasons, in
intensifying in our souls, by His Holy Spirit, desires after what He has
designed. "I besought the Lord thrice that it might depart from me."
He desired that to depart which the Lord designed should be present.
It is often so now with the people of God-things keep close to them
which they desire should depart from them. It is possible to pray for
the removal of that which the Lord sees fit to continue. The thorn was
something Paul was not reconciled to-which he did not fall in love
with-and would rather be without it, although it did not prevent his
praying, nor yet the Lord from answering. And what a gracious
answer the Lord gave him: "My grace is sufficient for thee," &c. HQ
needed the grace of the Lord Jesus to be with his spirit, in order to
€ndure the thorn in the flesh; so does every converted believer.
Lessons from the above: 1st, that blessings and favours from Heaven
are generally followed by unusual temptations, trials, and afflictions on
€arth; 2nd, that heavenly favours do not secure us from earth's trials
nor Satan's wiles; 3rd, that" the vessels of mercy" need ballast to keep
them steady, and to preserve them from being heady; 4th, that those
who are caught up higher than others must expect to go down lower
than others in Ohristian experience (see Ps.cvii. 26). All bound for
the heavenly crown go more or less up and down; 5th, tha t what is painful may be profitable; 6th, that Paul could not make the Lord willing to
remove the thorn, but the Lord made him willing it should remain,
showing that felt answers to prayer produce submission to the Lord's
holy will.
F. F.

WE Can no more separate the Head from the members in the Person of
Christ than we can disunite the two natures in the Person of Him who is
God-Man Mediator.
JESUS is the sun that dries up the vanities of the human heart. Shine
Lord, shine !-J. Miley.
.
MM
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THE LEICESTER CONFERENCE.
THE three R's have been the subject of merriment to many, and a matter
of deep thought to not a few, but we may make them the initial letter of
great truths which carry us back to the fundamentals of vital religion.
Ruin, Redemption, and Regeneration are the summary of the truths
revealed in the Gospel, and which are made known to the heart of all
God's elect. Ruin in Adam! here we have the fall of man and his
total apostasy from God, wholly and entirely depraved; "dead in trespasses and sins," filled with enmity to his Maker-this is man; whetber
he be intellectual, amiable, benevolent, or naturally religious, he is ruined
in the fall, and has not a trace left of God's likeness in which he was
created. Next we have presented to us, redemption, "the first in purpose but last in execution," as the old school divines put it. Reclemption
simply means to buy back that which belonged to the owner, and the
meaning of the worel explains the Bible doctrine of redemption. All
the elect are God's property, fallen in Adam (like the rest of mankind),
but redeemed by the precious blood of Christ; and the particular charaeter
of redemption is marked out and made visible by regeneration, the terms
of the everlasting covenant being on this wise: "I will put my laws into
their mind, and write them upon their hearts, and I will be to them a
God, and they shall be to me a people." And so our Lord's declaration
comes to pass in each of God's elect, "Ye must be born again." Thus
regeneration shows the extent of redemption, and thereby the fact is
declared that all whom God appoints to an "eternal inheritance" have
" eternal redemption" through" the eternal Spirit," whereby their" conscience is purged from dead works to serve the living God." But these
soul-sustaining truths, in their simplicity and entirety, aro set at nought
in the present day: they aro termed narrow-minded, exclusive, bigoted,
ultra, hyper, and, if in any measure held or preached, are qualified, diluted,
and neutralised by errors in the form of generalities; so that the preaching, at best, of the present day seems fairly reviewed in the remark of a
poor old woman, whose opinion was asked of an evangelieal preacher she
had been hearing: "There was nothing wrong in the sermon, but it
had no bottom to it." The three R's are the initials of a solid foundation for an evangelical sermon, glve distinctness to the doctrines, and.
carry a blessing with the ministry. Where the l'uin of man is concealed
or denied by hee-will doetrine, no need of redemption is felt, and no
regeneration is effected, for the Spirit workR in the heart of the redeemed
by the truth of God, and not by the lies of Satan. "All thy children
shall be taught of' God" is tho ancient promise, which Christ confirmed
in these words, "When He, the Spirit of' Truth is come, He will guide
you into all truth."
But while Dr. Manning predicts that Oalvinism is dying out, and the
Tablet tells us it is dead, facts toll another tale. On the 16th and 17th of
April last, a glorious contradiction was given to this in a meeting held at
Leicester, when thirty-five ministel's of' the Gospel, chiefly belonging
to the Established Church, met in conference, twenty-one of whom
addressed, on two following days, audiences gathered from all denominations, but in union with the old-fashioned Bible truths, known commonly
llB Ca.lvinistic. Such a meeting,;;' under the feeling presence of the Master
.. Sce the special number of "Gilead," wherein the addresses arc given at much
length.
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of assemblies, where no tool or hammer was raised, and no sound of
free-will agency was heard, was matter for surprise in a day like the pre~ent, when vory gathering resounds to the praise and glory of man,
when tho fallen, degraded creature is invested with God-like attributes,
and the lie forged in hell and believed in Eden is repeated in various
tones-" Yo shall be as gods."
The subject for consideration on the first day was 2 Cor. iv. 11, which
included doctrine and experience, and the blessedness of the meeting consisted in this, that the doctrines of grace were experimentally handled.
The addresses bore the stamp of coming from "men whose hearts God
had touched ;" they felt their ruin, they found redemption, they knew
feelingly what it was to be "born again;" hence they were able to grapple
with some of the errors of the day, and to expose the devices of Satan.
Thus, in controverting the fashionable doctrine of the so-called higher
life, which, simply speaking, is the devil in white, we give the following
~xtract:-

We must not, however, forget-and I am sure no converted child of God
will be left to forget it-that, after our regeneration by the Holy Spirit, we
are composed of two distinct natures, the flesh and the Spirit, and these are
always contrary the one to the other. "That which is born of the flesh is
flesh," and can never be made better, but remains sinful to the day of death;
a,nd it is for this reason that the body sees corruption, that after death it may
be driven out. Now, it is doubtless the experience of the children of God, as
Bishop BEVERIDGE says, that, the more they have of God within them, the
more they will have of Satan against them. It is only God's children that
Satan tempts: others are led captive by him at his will. A man leads a bulJ.ock to the slaughter, but a bird in the air must be enticed in order to be
ensnared. So it is with the children of God. Satan is always trying to draw
them down from heavenly places by temptations of the world and the flesh.
It is these very temptations which prove to the children of God that they are
born again of the Spirit, for they never experienced them in their unregenerate state; and the only comfort which they can have under them is the
assurance that" there is more with them than against them" when they
have Christ for their Captain, and they look to Him for victory in the conflict,
as well as for the glory of salvation. I do not, however, see how any child of
God can believe in any other perfection than that which is in Christ, for even
if his conscience do not aCCllse him of gross sins of commission, surely the
sins of omission must lie heavily upon him.
It is no matter wh;;Lt a man calls himself, High Church or Low Church,
Calvinist or Armini:1D, unless the grace of God have given him a broken spirit
and a contrite heart. Without this he may have a name to live, but is dead.
The first of all doctrines which a child of God experimentally learns is that
he "is dcad in trespasses and sins," and, the more he grows in grace, the more
he grows also in the experience of his inbred corruption-that he was
"shapen in iniquity. and in sin did his mother conceive him-that his heart
is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked." Moreover, besides this
indwelling corruption, wl,ich is a constant thorn in the flesh, the children of
God will always excite the enmity of the carnal mind by their zeal in God's
:'crvice. If they could be lukewarm and indifferent to the promulgation of
God's truth, they would provoke no opposition from the world; but as soon
as evcr they are bold in contending for it, and use great plainness of speech
80 that all may understand what they mean, they are sure td excite it.
Let a
professor of the Gospel be as woddly-minded as he may, his very worldliness
will gain him the friendship of the world; but let only a truly enlightened
man of God speak of-as well as preach-the doctrines of God's distinguishing grace in the election and predestination of His people-in their particular
MM2
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redemption by Chr;st's death upon the cross to save them; not to put them
into a state in which they may save or lose themselves, and of their regeneration by the Holy Ghost, and their final perseverance-being" kept by the
power of God unto salvation "-they will soon learn that the offence of the
cross has Dot ceased, by the enmity they themselves experience even from
those who profess the Christian faith.
If a man-and especially a minister of the Gospel-do not experience this
opposition of the carnal mind to the truth of God's sovereignty, and His free
and distinguishing grace, he may feel assured tbat he is a man-pleaser, rather
than a servant of Christ. I bave known men with whom I have had converse
for years on all kinds of worldly subjects-without even a single word on any
religious topic, who would not even tolel'ate a tract on God's free and
sovereign grace. If God's people are faithful to His truth, they will need no
ritualistic retreats, for the world will soon retreat frum them.
With difficulty we cull extracts from the memorials of this meeting;
but another expresses himself thus, which shows us the character and
tone of the speaker:I am one of those who thoroughly believe that every subject in God's most
holy Word is inexhaustible. I cannot believe in any person, whatever may
be his qualifications, exhausting a subject in connection with divine revelation. Eternity itself will be too short for us to comprehend and grasp the
vast and the glorious mysteries of grace which are couched beneath the letter
of the text set before us to-day, and which can only be opened up by the
mighty power of God the Holy Ghost. To understand its blessed meaning,
we have need first of regenerating grace bestowed according to His sovereign
pleasure; we have need of those blessings, bountIes, and benefits suited to the
wants, necessities, and exigencies of His pilgrim people as they pass on tbrough
the wilderness. To stand up in His name, and in His faith and fear declare
His will, is no light and easy matter. God to Jeremiah says,' If thou wilt
take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth.' 'rhis is
a separation between precious and viie doctrine, precious and vile experience,
precious and vile practice. God's faithful testimony separates between the
first Adam, who was a living soul, and the last Adam, who is a quickening
Spirit; it separates between law and Gospel, flesh and Spirit, the religion
which man appropriates and that which God applies by His sovereign
almighty power. It separates between elect sheep and reprobate goats. It
reveals a salvation described by a poor Lancashire woman with her dying
breath as "right and square at both ends." A salvation settled before all
worlds, a salvation accomplished by Christ, a salvation sealcd home to the
heart by the power and indwelling of the Holy Ghost, and seen in the lives
of J ehovah's regenerate family. In declaring such a testimony as this, we
may well cry out with the Apostle, " Who is sufficient for these things? "
The second day's meeting to confer upon Isaiah xiii., "the burden of
Bavylon," as applicable to the state of things in the present day, was
discussed, when a very outspoken raid was made upon Ritualism. And
here the benefit and blessing of being based upon God's truth was very
apparent, for the axe was laid to the root of Ritualism in its doctrinal
errors, and that is something more than clipping off the leaves with a
pair of scissors, which is similar to attacking the practices of Ritualism
and letting its doctrines alone. Thus the Vicar of Warton spoke : With regard to those doctrines of grace which it is the privilege vf God's
people to know, and which form filO close a bond of union among us to"day,
and which are called Calvinistic, I would remind you that in the days of
Archbishop Laud, when the Pope of Rome desired to see the country carried
back to Romanism (and the Ritualistic party desire that now), Laud was
advised, through an agent of the Pope, to deluge the land with Arminian
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preachers, as the only way to bring about the accomplishment of their
scheme.
When we tell a man he cannot be his own saviour, nor do anything towards his own salvation, he is a long time before he can accept this truth
experimentally: it draws out the Arminianism of his nature, the Romanism
of his heart. But a complete Saviour for a cJml'lete sinner dethrones
Arminianism and Romanism together. The whole controversy between the
world and the Church, between truth and error, just turns upon the acceptance or rejection of the doctrines of grace. Whether we refer to the days of
the Apostle Paul, the age of the great Augustine, or the glorious days of the
Reformation on the Continent or in England, we shall discover tRe same fact.
The crucial test has ever been God's sovereignty and man's creatureship. Is
God the King of kings and Lord of lords? or is He Bot?
The testimony of another is the following : A short time ago, I enquired of a well-educated lady, resident in a fashionable suburb of London, and who had the opportunity of hearing the most
eminent of the London clergy, if the minister of the church she attended
preached the doctrines of grace? She did not understand what I meant, and
when I explained them to her she observed, "These doctrines can only be
understood by learned divines." "You are mistaken," I rejoined, " it is not
many learned or wise that know them, 'for God hath chosen the foolish
things of this world to confound the wise.''' There was not even one single
doctrine of" the five points" which she understood; that we are all sinners,
and thlLt Christ died for us all, seemed to be the amount of her theological
knowledge. And no wonder, for she had never heard anything but mere
generalities-nothing distinctive ever being taught.
Almost immediately after the conversation with the London lady, on
doctrine, I entered into conversation with an artisan's wife, and I inquired if
she went to a certain church near which we stood. "N 0," she replied, "we
go to a particular Baptist chapel." "And what may be your doctrines?" I
asked. "Oh, we," said she, "believe in election, because, as in Adam all
died spiritually, none can have spiritual life but those to whom God pleases
to give it. And we don't believe that Christ died for all, because He did not
save all. We believe that He only laid down His life for the sheep, and
them He saved. And we believe in the new birth, that all God's children are
born again of the Spirit, and become new creatures. And we believe in the
final perseverance of the saints; that all that the Father hath given to the
Son sh:,ll come unto Him; His sheep hear His voice, they follow Him, and
He gives to them eternal life ; they shall never perish; no man shall pluck
them out of His hand."
My companion looked at me with astonishment, and we both felt God had
given us this as a proof that He "hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise."
In this answer we got "the five points" established at the Protestant
Synod of Dort, in 1816, when the Arminian heresy was condemned. The
poor woman knew as little of this Synod as the rich accomplished lady did,
but she knew the doctrines of grace, and I trust had received them into her
heart; when the other had learnt nothing, because she had had none to
teach her in such a way as that she could understand and learn. She had
heard eloquent and well-composed sermons on generalities, which she knew
as well as the preachers themselves, but had never been taught :tny distinctive
truth. That would be a bulwark against truth.
The following extract is one of deep importance to ministers of the
Gospel. The speaker has pnt his finger on the plague spot. The caution
of preachers, lest they should offencl, their timidity in dealing with God's
truth, has brought the people where they now are. Ignorant of Bible
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doctrines, they are caught by the practices of Popery, and tho emotions
they produce are imagined to be religion : We are told in Isaiah that in the spiritual city they shall call the walls
salvation. In the city, salvation; out of the city, damnation; in the city,
heaven; out of the city, hell; in the city, in the power of Jesus Christ; out
of the city, in the power of the devil. I do believe that in this day people
are getting afraid to use the word devil, getting afraid to use the word hell,
getting afraid to use the strong words contained in the Bible. I believe that
this is pandering to the flesh; I believe it is one of the greatest errors that
ever came into the Church to pander to the world, a,nd to smooth over the
dark side, thus lulling people over into fatal security, a,nd to think that all
things are right. In the city all is well, but out of the city all is wrong.
We strongly advise our readers to possess themselves of this special
number of "Gilead," which contains divine experience based upon divine·
truth, accompanied by Gospel admonition as to sound doctrine and sound
practice; leading to godly separation from" the world that lieth ill the
wicked one," from professors who have "the form of godliness without
the power," and from the erroneous opinions that abound in the present
day.
PLEADINGS ON SHIPBOARD.
Pembroke, June 10, 1874.
o LORD, I do entreat Thee most mercifully to appear for me this day.
Here I am, in the most unexpected way, on my way to Ireland; but
detained many hours, as above, whilst the ship is discharging her cargo. I
am almost at a loss to know how it was I ventured to come, seeing my very
great dread of a sea voyage. It was a time, last evening, of "strong
crying and tears" that the Lord would be pleased to moderate the
weather. I had much profitable conversation with Captain D--, whom
I believe to be a good man. He related some most striking instances of
the Lord's interposing hand, which I hope to treasure up, and make use
of from time to time for the Lord's glory and the good of His dear
children. Shortly after, a dense fog came on, so that we were obliged
to go at slow-speed and keep sounding the fog-whistle. At this time I
cried earnestly to the Lord, beseeching Him to pity and to hearken. He
did, blessed be His name! The stars began to appear, the fog lifted and
cleared, and, just at one o'clock, we passed the Milford lights. I then
turned into my berth and dozed a little. The noise of unloading the
cargo prevented my sleeping much, but I cared little for this, as I lay
thinking of the Lord's tenderness and mercy.
And now, Lord, the weather this morning, since I came on deck, Boon
after six, has been dark and threatening. I have hesitated about going
on, as I have to return for my Sunday's labours, if it be Thy blessed will.
Yet I do not wish to disappoint the two dear ones I am with, and I should
love to visit myoid parish again, where I saw so much of Thy blessed
wonder-working hand.
Oh, do Thou be pleased to moderate the
weather. Thou" who holdest the winds in Thy tists, and measureth the
waters in the hallow of Thy hand." Do give me, I pray Thee, so to see
Thy hand and handiwork this day, and in connexion with my present position, that I may have renewed cause to bless, praise, magnify, and adore
Thy most merciful condescension and boundlese love and goodness. 0
Lord, how often has this been the case in my little eventful life! In
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thousands upon thousamls of instances hast Thou been better to me than
all my fears. Lot this day and this voyage be added to the number, 0
Lord, I humbly and heartily beseech and ontreat of Thee. Lord, hast
Thou not said, "Open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it?" "Hitherto
ye have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and ye shall receive, that
your joy may be full?" And, 0 Lord, how sweet and how comforting is
th~t word, "Call upon me, and I will show thee great and mighty things
whioh thou knowest not." Lord, I would now again put Thee to the
test, and beseech Thee that Thou wouldest be mindful of Thy word, and
do as Thou hast said.
Half-past one p.m.-I am now seated upon the bridge, watching with
interest the graceful movements of our ship. Her cargo was not delivered at Milford till nearly twelve o'clock, when we again started. From
the appearance of the heavens all the morning, accompanied at one time
with a misty rain, and the clouds at times gathering fearfully black, I
took it for granted that there was a heavy sea running outside, and that
we were going to have a rough and, what the sailors term, dirty passage.
Instead of which, my most merciful and ever-indulgent Lord God has so
listened to my poor cries, which I did, indeed, put up in earne3tness and
simplicity bofore Him, that now, with the exception of a little ground swell,
we have a smooth sea and a bright, sunny sky. When we came round
the heads just now, I was perfectly astounded, for, instead of seeing a
heavy sea rolling in and breaking up in high, towering foam upon the
cliffs, to my amazement there was scarcely a ripple to be seen upon the
water. vVith the exception of the little ground swell to which I just
now referred, I never remember to have crossed the Channel in a smoother
sea in all the sixty voyages across which I haye made. Again I· say I
am amazed, and am lost in wono.er, love, and praise at the Lord my
God's pitifulness and compassion. As I looked up at the sky, and saw
the rapid flight of the clouds, I felt sure there was a strong wind, and
consequently felt certain there must be a heavy se~ on; and in the face
of that thick, cloudy sky, driving as the clouds were so fast, I felt it
almost as presmnpt?wus as it scemed to be absurd to ask that there should
be but little sea. Moreover, seeing I have arranged to return for my
Sunday's labours, I was very greatly inclined to land at Milford and
return home by train, without crossing the Irish Channel at all. But,
notwithstanding all probabilities amI all my fcars, here we are; and, in
His abundant mercy and divine condescension, the Lord is once again
most graciously showing that He is a prayer-hearing and a prayeranswering God. Blessed be His great and ever-adorable name!

LETTER OF THE LATE DR. HAWKER.
[Among our MS8. we found the following letter of the above-beloved
and eminent servant of Goo.. It is addressed to his son, the Rev. 'THoMAB
HAWKER. vVhether it has ever appeared in print before we are unable
to say. By the date it will be seen that it was written within three
years of his death, as the beloved doctor passed away to his eternal
inheritance on the 6th of April, 1827, at the age of 74. We would
earnestly call the attention of the reader to what the doctor says about
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8oundne88 III doctrine, but the lack of 8avour, which characterizes some
ministries. Personally we can testify that, long, long since we have
known the Lord, we have sat under the proclamation of what we may
term naked sovereignty, or the harsh, frigid declaration of so-called
Calvinistic truths, as hard as the nether-millstone, and as ·unmoved as
the pew in which we were seated. There has been no mellowness, no dew,
no power. It has been Sinai's thunderings, not Zion's allurings. It
has been the strong wind, the earthquake, and the fire, which failed to
draw forth the prophet from his hiding-place, not the "still small
voice" that brought him out.
"Law and terrors do but harden
All the while they work alone;

of lllood-bougbt pardon,
dissolves the heart of stone."
IButThisa sense
-En.]

Mter returning from the mercy-seat, where I have presented and left
at the footstool of the throne myself and all my concerns, for all
spiritual, temporal, and eternal blessings in Christ Jesus, I take the first
of the morning to gratulate my dearest Thomas on [the return of his
birthday. What marvellous grace to have carried him on through so
many years, and lengthening my unworthy life to see it! While setting
up (as the prophet did) the Ebenezer between the Mizpeh past and the
Shen to come, I would bow down to the dust of the earth, while saying,
" Hitherto hath the Lord helped us," and offer, as he did, not the shadow,
indeed, in the sucking lamb, for a burnt-offering, but, by faith, the
substance of the type in "the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins
of the world," and wholly in Him to testify my whole dependence upon a
whole Christ, the sole cause of salvation (Jer. i. 7-9), &c.
And while on this memorable day, again rendered memorable by the
continuation of overwhelming mercies (Psa. lxviii. 19, 20), I ponder to
the contemplation of the Lord's grace, amidst our increased and increasing undeservings. I call to mind that, to me, the evening of life is
come, and the shades of the going-down sun lengthen every step I now
take. It is my mercy that, having been taught to form a right estimate
of life, I am, through grace, loosening more and more from every object
and subject here below; and from the same divine leadings, cultivating
increasing acquaintance with those immortal realities in the open
manifestation of which, ere long, I shall everlastingly dwell.
Busy as my life (though in the dregs of it now) is, yet my Lord is
very' gracious to me, and doth open, and keep open, blessed and familia~
communion for me with the holy Three in One, as I am in Christ.
And it is of all condescension the most gracious, in the "high and Holy
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy," in that He hath not
only made this revelation of Himself, concerning His unity of essence
and Trinity of Persons, in His Scriptures of eternal truth, but, coming
lower in His manifestation to our spiritual apprehensions, hath made,
and doth make, a personal revelation of each and of all to the individual
objects of His love and grace, as they are chosen and accepted in Christ;
so that they may and do know when the gifts of faith and belief are in
lively act and exercise-the love of God the Father, the grace of the
Lord Jesus Ohrist, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost.
I had not intended, when I began my letter, to have said so much (or,
indeed, anything particular) of myself. My object of writing was to'
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speak of you and to you, and to let you know that, though absent in
body, yet present in spirit, and noting down the Lord's gracious manifestations to my children. But perhaps the statement I have giveu of
myself will not, through the Lord's blessing, be unprofitable to you.
My dear Thomas is hastening fast after his father, and the generation
of his children are arising around him to note his years, as my generation of children have mine. All which is profitable in the Lord. But
what would be my support and consolation now if I were void of that
hope before me? Creature comforts are at the best brittle supporters.
I hope that my dearest Thomas will have grace rightly to appreciate
things as they really are. J ehovah, in His Trinity of Persons, is the
only Source to fill in the otherwise empty vacuum of the soul. Sweet is
the Scripture, Job xxii. 21, and my son will, I hope, know what that
acquaintance means, abundantly more than the mere head knowledgeof the Lord. It is your happiness to have been taught Scriptural views
of the Lord, and I hope and trust you are delivering them to others.
But, added to a Scriptural knowledge of the Lord, there is an essential
spiritual apprehension and enjoyment of Him, and none but God Himself can be th Teacher here. I know some whose preaching is sound,
and their sermons ,correct in the great truths of God; but yet with all
Christian charity it may be said they have no spiritual relish of what
they deliver. There are barristers among preachers in the church, as
well as barristers in the Inns of Court. As a science, theology may be
learnt as IVell as any other branch of study, and the present day is'
awfully illustrative of thelie things. The Lord for bid that you or I may
have so learned Christ; for in this case, however sound our preaching, or
however the Lord may render it useful to others (though for the most
part the Lord seldom blesseth such a ministry), there will be no savour
of or on our own souls. And what a sad close would it be to a life of
preaching (even if the doctrine be according to "the faith once delivereel
to the saints," sound and true) if, in the end, we are found like directingposts to the traveller on the road, pointing to the way but never moving
towards it ourselves.
The Lord (whose direction was sought for before my dear Thomas went
into the ministry) give you His unction, and make you as Paul described
himself and his faithful companions (2 Cor. iii. 6). I observe what you
have said in relation to your numerous family, now beginning to branch
out upon the wide world. It will be your mercy if the anxieties inseparable from so many marks gone and going abroad be made a means,
in the Lord's hand, to bring you and dear Agnes, and the dear children
themselves, as their faculties open, into a closer and more intimate communion with the Lord. Were it not that our fallen nature hath rendered
our minds torpid and insensible to the first and greatest of all relationships, the very connections of life which now too often operate to lead
from the Lord, would become an additional stimulus to lead to the Lord;
and He who is the Author and Giver of these and every subordinate and
secondary blessing would be, what undoubtedly He ought to be, our
Chief and Greatest. The Lord so bless the house of my dear children at
Chudleigh and elsewhere, that these may be the first and last in their
regard, and then the result will be blessed. The Lord have you all in
His keeping, and bless you with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus.
So prays the father and friend,
Pl!/mmtth, Sept. 23, 1824.
ROBERT HAWKER.
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Reauer, how solemn the consideration, but, alas! only too true:" There are barristers among preachers in the Church as WE'll as barristerR
in the Inns of Court. As a science, theology may be learnt as well as any
other branch of study." Anu clever, talented men, or men with a
natural fluency of speech, are the more likely to be misled, and in turn
to mislead others, by this very means. The Lord's Spirit-quickened and
Spirit-endowed servants are for most part (Moses-like) "slow of speech
and of a slow tongue," so that thaI'eby they may know, anI! others
through them know, "who hath made man's mouth." It is not thfr
natural and the human, but the supet'natural and the d£vine, that make men
"able ministers of the New 'festament." Men of the lotter are one
thing; men of the Spirit quite another. The distinction is the absence
of power in the one, whilst there is the seal£ng ltome, the toucl,ing of tllff
hem·t, with the other.
How solemn, too, is the testimony of Dr_ HAWKEl{ about some
preachers being like" directing-posts to the traveller on the road, pointing
to the way, but never moving towards it themselves." These are lettermen-men who have doctrine and the letter of the Word at their fingers'
ends; men well up in school divinity, but sadly lacking in heartfelt
knowledge and personal experience. Test them here, and they are either
dumb, shifting, or imagine you to be a little soft, weak, fanciful, or
fanatic. But those who have really "learnt Christ," and have been
taught by Him as He teacheth not the worJd, know better. Reader,
beware of men who ignore or set lightly by experience; for be assured
their teaching and their testimony will not stand the test of trial and
temptation.-ED. ]
GOD'S THEOLOGY.
IF you are out of Christ, your good deeds, as well as yOUl' bad deeds, are
an abomination to God; all your "righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isa.
lxiv. 6), not only failing; to cover you, but defiling you. "Whatsoever
is not of faith is sin" (Rom. xiv. 23). You may be true to your friends,
you may do your duty as parents, and provide for your own; but it is an
sin; for, as saith the Scripture, "the ploughing oBhe wicked is sin" (Prov.
xxi. 4). Every action, however commendable in the Christian, and however much binding upon you as a moral duty, is reckoned by God, if done
by you, to be a sin, because it is the action of one not at peace with Him
through His own peace. " Without faith it is impossible to please God."
(Heb. xi. 6). This is God's theology, however hard it may seem, and
however much opposed to your ideas and to the prevailing- ideas of the
world concerning good works and their reward. Dead works is stamped
on all your deeds. Until you serve God as one who is saved, all your
service will but intensify your anguish in the pit of woe, whither the
Christless, the seemingly good and fair, beautiful and noble, are all swept
together with the vile, the loathsome, the idolater, and the profane. There
are not two hells. Where will you spend eternity?-Miley.
As the natural head is nothing without the body, nor the naturat
body anything without the head; so Christ is nothing, as Christ, with~
out Hi~ Church, nor His Church anything without Him. Hence we may
truly say, "they must live together, or together die I"
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trm.olts nltb' ;j.otes .of .crm.olts.
THE VALLEY OF BAOA.
GLE

-ROM AN ADDRESS BY THE LATE REV. O. B. STANFORD, D.D.

" WM, passing through the valley of Baca, make it a woll: t/w 9"ain also
jilleth the pools."-Ps. lxxxiv. 6.
(Sea also in connection verses 5 and 7.)

is a very peculiar kind of experience which is here delin ated; it is
comparatively rare, but it is not impossible or unattainable. It was
undoubtedly the experience of the author of this Psalm, who, in recording
it for our consideration, spake or wrote as he was moved by the Holy
Ghost. It is, then, or it may be, the experience of those who are born of
the Holy Spirit, who are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus, till
time shall be no longer; such shall know the blessedness of similar
experience as th y tread tho valley of which David spoke.
And now let u examine the words more closely-" comparing spiritual
things with spiritual"-and they will be found po convey to the receptive
heart a great and peculiar privilege. They stand between the present
position of the ohild of God on the one hand, and his future prospects on
the oth r. Rightly to interpret this remarkable passage of Scripture, it
is essential that we make ourselves more or less familial' with the circumstances of the writor, who herein declares his experience of communion.
with his God in the midst of tribulation of no ordinary kind. The 42nd
Psalm describes somewhat similar experience, wherein David tells us that
teare were his meat day and night; yet assures us that his confidence in
od was unshaken-that God who was ever" his exceeding joy" (xliii. 4).
In the 84th l:'salm, however, David was not alluding to one element
of the sorrow, dweJtupon elsewhere in his writings, his being deprived of
the privileges of the sanctuary; on the contrary, he compares .himself
to a sparrow, or a swallow, finding its rest beneath the altar of God.
Observe, he says emphatically, "JJ£y King," "JJ![?J God," and speaks of
llresent possession and privilege, as well as of future prospects. But, full
of the consciousness of his blessedness in thus having God for his Portion,
he yet speaks of himself as of one longing intensely for a closer walk with
God, a lUore intimate and abiding communion. Like St. Paul, his one
absorbing uesire was "that I may know Him !" So should it be with us;
so will it be if we can say with a like faith, "My King," and" My God."
Let us now enquire what the possession was which David prized so
highly and held so firmly. What was it? It was the having God
for his Strength (verse 5), and having God's ways in his heart. (See
the Prayer Book version: "in whose heart are T/~y ways.") Those
whose hearts cling to self-chosen ways have not Gael's ways to
rejoice in, and know nothing experimentally of the Psalmist's "exceeding
joy in all his tribulation." ., Blessed is the man whose strength is in
Thee; in whoso heart are Thy ways." "Blessed," this is a term very
suggestive and instructive, as we shall find if we examine all the conditions
spoken of in the Word of God to which it is attached, or which it is used
to designate. Doing this, we cannot fail to exclaim with one of old, "I
wot that he whom Thou blessedst is blest!" Yes, he whom God blesses.
is blessed indeed, as all must admit who make the search I have sugTIrAT

476

The Gospel Magazine.

gested. Whether or not they can appropriate such a glorious heritage of
blessing, the Psalmist could and did; and he draws from the deep
well of his own individual experience when he says, "Blessed is the man
who is endued with God's strength." And why :;;0 blessed? What is
the nature of this strength? It must be unfailing, if it is God's strength,
for He abideth ever; unchangeable, for He changeth not; capable of
sustaining any amount of pressure, for He wearies not; eternal, for He
is the everlasting God, as His name" J ehovah" strikingly proves.
Do you not see, then, that blessed is the man who has unfailing, unchanging, unwearying, eternal strength in Him? Who can get the
better of us if God is "for us "-if we have His strength exercised on
our behalf? Shall the world, the flesh, the devil, or all combined,
conquer in the strife? Nay; in and over all these we shall bo conquerors,
and more than conquerors, through Him that loved us. Verily," hlcssc(l
is the man that hath the God of Jacob f('r his Help, and whose hope is in
the Lord his God."
But, again, let us ask, how is this strength manifested, and to whom?
One has said, in answer, "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ,
for it is the power (strength) of God unto salvation to everyone that bolieveth."
Again, the same Apostle speaks of "Christ as the power
(strength) of God, and the wisdom of God." Yes; the Gospel is God's
strength, "the rod of His power," the "horn of salvation; " to the Jew
a stumbling-block, and to the Greek foolishness; but to such as believe,
whether Jew or Greek, the power, the strength, the resistless might of God
unto their eternal salvation. Blessed is he whose is this strong salvation;
blessed, because delivered from the guilt, the power, the "penalty of sin,
and, because thus delivered, "ways of God" are opened up in the heart,
insteacl of its own sinful ways, leading only to death and destruction.
The Word of God contains a threefold description of the manner in which
ways of God are opened up in any human heart. " The preparation of
the heart is from the Lord." And what does this preparation involve?
Every valley must be exalted, every rough place made smooth (or every
mountain levelled and laid low), and every crooked place made straight.
By nature, I need not tell you, all the ways of the heart are evil, and
that continually. And not only so; but it is shut up-closed-against
all heavenly and spiritual illumination.
Hence we see how applicable and indispensable to the hearts of menall men-is the preparation on which John the Baptist insisted when he
came on his mission as forerunner of the Messiah. This process must
take place in every unrenewed heart ere God's way can be prepared
therein. The valley of degradation and of sin must be raised to a level,
and an atmosphere on and amid which the Holy One can tread. The
mountains of pride and unbelief must be laid low-humbled and brought
down, for" before honour is humility." The crooked antagonism and
moral enmity of man must be brought into subjection to God's holy and
righteous will, and into conformity with the straight and narrow way in
which he is thenceforward to walk. This done, what beautiful" ways of'
God" open themselves in the regenerate heart !-" ways of pleasantness
and paths of peace,"-ways in which, as in Eden of old, God can .talk
up and down holding sweet communion with His child.
And now, let me ask, how far does your experience go with that of
the Psalmist ~ How far can you, by the teaching of God's Holy Word
and Spirit, enter experimentally-I do not mean theoretically-into the
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blessedness of which he speaks? What do you know habitually of
having "fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ,"
through the Spirit? How far are these words of David true of you and
of me ? Are we realizing in our daily life the blessedness of the man
who has within him, and engaged for him, the strength of God, the ways
of God in his heart, constituting his life-rule? If we are, and in exact
proportion as we are realizing these privileges, ',may we hope to know
somewhat of the yet more privileged experiences unfolded in the next
verse of this Psalm: "Who, passing through the v(,Uey of Baea, make it a
well: the rain also filleth the pools."
" Baca" is a word with two meaning-s, both beautifully si~nificant,
and in either or both senses applicable and natural as oriental imagery,
of which we find so many specimens in the sublime poetry of the si1cred
writings. "Baca," in its primary sense, is the name given to a valley,
so full of a prickly shrub called" Baca " that one can with difficulty, and
scarcely without pain, force a passage through it. The valley could be
penetrated; but by how thorny, arduous, and intricate a way!
And is it not thus with the Christian pilgrim through a worlcl of sin
and sorrow? Does he not find it a valley of prickly shrubs, so close together, so interwoven, that there is much difficulty to be encountered,
and much earnestness of purpose needed, to force a passage through it?
To tread the narrow way without pain is a thing impossible. We must
count the cost; for, assuredly, we must "through much tribulation " however this may vary in kind or degree-" enter the kingdom."
But another interpretation of the word" Bar,a" is yet more forcible,
bearing- a still closer analogy to the Christian's pilgrimage. It may mean
the valley of "Bochim," as it is elsewhere called, i.e., "the valley of weeping"-"the vale of tears." And this rendering by no means sets aside, but
is supplemental to, the former; for, if you pluck off a leaf from the
shrub, travellers tell us a dewy drop, like a tear, starts forth, and that
it has hence derived its name. How beautiful, then, its twofold significance! And just such a valley of thorns and tears is earth to the child
of God. Most of us can surely understand in some degree what is meant
by passing through the vale of tears-" the valley of the shadow of
death," as it is elsewhere called-a very suitable appellation to the world
in which we sojourn, but wherein we do not seek our rest, for it is
polluted. He amongst us-if there be any-who cannot comprehend
this view of the world, who has not felt it to be a wilderness at some
period of his history, must have had a very small share of experience of
the life that now is; must, I had almost said, be very young and very
ignorant. One great reason why earth is to many of us the valley of
tears is because it is "the valley of the shadow of death."
Who has not wept the loss of sllme loved one, dear as life, taken from
him by the cold hand of death? Who has not felt somewhat of the
dreary blank, the aching v@id, thus left in a loving heart? Yet there
- are some,blessed ones-and you and I maybe among them-" who, passing through this valley, make it a well "-a well of comfort, consolation, and
encouragement-so that their very tears give it its designation, and become the source of its soul-refreshing, overflowing waters. The Holy
Scriptures record multiplied experiences in confirmation of this truth.
Sanctified affiiction has opened a door of hope in many a valley of
Achor, and turned many a valley of " Baca " into a " Barecha," or " valley
of blessing."
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Surely, it was thus with the Psalmist when he wrote, "I know that in
very faithfulness Thou hast affiicted me." Must not such a heart conviction have converted the valley of tears into a well of consolation?
And, again, "Before I was affiicted, I went astray; but now have I kept
Thy word." And did not he turn the valley of "Baca" into a well of
living waters who said, "Our light affiiction, which is but for a moment,
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory?" "I
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us?" "If we suffer, we
shall also reign with HIM" (CHllIST)? "We shall be ,r;lo?"ified to,r;etlwr?"
"Wherefore also we glory in tribulation? " &c, (See the whole passage.)
Did not another know how to make Baca's thorns and tears a crown
of rejoicing, who exhorted his brethren in the faith to "count it all joy
when they fell into divers temptations?" and he who bade bis beloved
fellow-pilgrims not to " think it strange concerning the fiery trial that was
to try them, but to rejoice in being partakers of Christ's sufferings, that
when His glory should be revealed they might be glad also with exceeding joy-" did not he, I ask, know how to sweeten the" Marah" waters
that else had filled the well of "Baca," and turn the valley of weeping,
not simply into a valley of blessing-though that were much-but into
a well of "strong consolation; " yea, of "joy unspeakable, and full of
. glory?" When assured, as we are by GOD HIMSELF, that it is those
whom He loves He chastens, like as a Father His children, "that we
may he made partakers of His holiness," well may heart and voice reecho what follows: "Wherefore, lift up the hands which hang down,
and the feeble knees." Surely, this is enough to lead us to seek to
make our "Bacas" wells of refreshing to ourselves and others, by
asking God to open up His ways in each valley of tears and humiliation j
to make us "partakers of His holiness j " to enable us to "comfort others
with the comfort wherewith we have been comforted of God." One, and
another, and another of His saints have caught up and prolonged the
"hallelujahs" of the sweet Psalmist of Israel, telling us now of the
" needs be" for present suffering, that the trial of our faith-far more
preci)us than gold-may be found unto praise, and honour, and glory
at the appearing of Jesus Ohrist; and anon relating, as of an eminently
privileged disciple of the Man .of Sorrows, that "unto him it was ,given,
on the behalf of Ohrist, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for
His sake." Surely, we begin to see how the rain fills the pools of the
valley of Baca, and can understand how, the more abundant the
showers of tears, the more abundant also will be the consolation in a
sanctified sorrow. The heavier the rain-fall, the fuller the parched pool j
just as the darker the cloud, the brighter and more beautiful the rainbow
that spans it. When the season of affiiction is densest and darkest, then
is the brightest development of the covenant promises, "God is a very
present Help in trouble."
" Jesus wept" at the grave of Lazarus,
though about to reveal Himself as the Resurrection and the Life.
Turn now for a few moments from the present possession alid present
experience to the .future prospects of the child of God, as in some degree
unveiled in this Psalm: "l'lwy go from str'ength to strength,. everyone of
tltem in Zion appeareth before God." Yes," though the outward man
perish, the inward man is renewed day by day." vVhat do you and I
know of such an experience as this, "The path of the just is as the
shining light, which shineth more and more unto the perfect clay?" Does
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path become thus more luminous to ourselves and others as we advance in life? Are we going from" strongth to streng-th," gathering fresh
accessions of strength at every step we take, finding it true that, as is our
day, so is our strength, growing.in the grace and in the knowledge of our
Lord aod Saviour Jesus Christ?
The Psalmist tells us that such progress marks the way Zionwards;
and another, writing under the same divine guidanee, exho'rts Christians
to "acId to their faith, courage," &c., "that they may not be barren
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Peter i. 5-12).
We should expect to go "from strength to strength," however arduous
and thorny the path we have to tread, always conquerors through Him
that loved us, until, the last conflict over, and the last tear wiped away,
we know how, and by whom, everyone of us in Zion appeareth before
'God. "Then shall be fulfilled the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory." Tllen shall the ransomed of the Lord appear
" clad in white robes, and with palms in their hands." No more strife!
no more struggle! no more threading of a weary way through a valley
of thorns and tears; for" the former things shall have passed away,"
.and they shall "stand without fault before the throne of God; " nay,
shall" sit down with Christ on His throne, even as He also overcame,
and. is set down with His Father on His throne."
However chequered your life may be here, and now, be assurei, child
,of God, it is only going from" strength to strength;" and the day and the
hour will soon be reached when you shall appear before Him in Zion,
and, absent from the body, find yourself at home with the Lord. No
more passing through the valley of tears, for tears themselves shall be
dissolved; in .the brightness of that sunlight, and forgotten for ever in
the fulness of joy and the pleasures for evermore that are at God's right
hand. There may He bring us, each and all, for His dear Son's sake.
"The oak strikes' deeper when its
" In trouble and in grief, 0 God,
Thy smile hat h cheered my way;
boughs
And joy hath budded from each
By furious blasts are riven:
thorn
So life's vicissitudes the more
Tha,t round my footsteps lay.
Have fixed my heart in heaven.
" 1'be 110nrs of pain 1aveyielded good,
Which prosperous days refused; " All-gracious God! whate'er my lot
At other times may be,
As herbs, though scentless when
I'll welcome still the heaviest
entire,
grief
Spead fragrance when they're
That brings me near to Thee! "
bruised.
The above hymn is added, as having been a great favourite of Dr.
Stanford's, and specially so when "heaviest grief" was the love-cup
given him to drink. It was frequently sung after his sermon, and at
the weekly prayer-meeting.

JESUS of Nazareth is naturally, essentially, underivatively, personally,
independently, and eternally divine."
THE Holy Ghost does not reveal divine truth to man's ?'eason, but to
1;110 spiritual faculty of faith.
As the believer is not reasoned into his
belief, so neither is he to be'reasonecl out of it.
'lHI-UNITY, or Unity in Tl'init,v, and Trinity in UniLy.
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THE FULNESS OF CHRIST.

NOTES OF A SERMON PREACHED IN AVEBURY FREE CHURCH, ON SUNDAY
EVENING, JANUARY 19, 1873, BY THE REV. J. MILEY.
" Christ is All, and in all."-COL. iii. 11.
WONDER of wonders! among the poor and base of this world hath God
made His choice, to lift the beggars from the dunghill, and set them
among princes, that they might inherit thrones in glory.
When Jesus began His public ministry, He did not make a selection
from among the learned scribes, polished philosophers, or the able
lawyers; no, it was from among the poor fishermen who were mending
their nets by the seaside, who, when they were sent out two by two to
preach the everlasting Gospel, had nothing for their journey save a staff
only-no scrip, no brearl, no money in their purse, anrl not even (t second coat to
2nd on (Mark vi. 7-9), while their Master had no place to lay His
head. Yea, from the time of EIijah, who was fed with ravens, and
the poor woman to whom he was sent (who was gathering a few sticks
in order that she and her son might cook their last meal, and then
die), to the widow who cast in her mite (all that slte harl) , God's little
ones have generally been those who are only permitted to have the
crumbs of this world, and sometimes even as Paul, who knew what it
was to be hungry and naked, and have no certain dwelling-place (1 Cor.
iv.ll). Yet," although they be poor, they make many rich" (2 Cor. vi.
10), having all things, and abound (Phil. iv. 18) in having Christ as
their All in all, in whom all fulness dwells.
I. Then let us consider Christ as the believer's All.
n. Christ in the believer's All.
The great end of the eternal Spirit's teaching is to make Christ ALL
to the believer's soul. So He takes of the things of Christ, and reveals
them unto us-the l'erfection of His work, the immutability of His
love, the glories of His Person, in His human nature, and in all His
divine power and greatness; therefore, when any object hinders this
glorious end, it must be removed in His providence, however dear it
may be to us, that Christ may be All, and in all. The flesh (which is
enmity, and not subject to the law of God) and the devil are co-partners
to oppose this grand end, the flesh being the soil whereon the devil works
to raise crops of lusts, fruits of the old man; hence, when a soul begins
to walk with God, he tries to lead that soul to rest on his [Joorlness,
instead of Christ as his All. So also with the more advanced Christian,
he tries to get him to rest on his knowledge and graces instead of on the
Giver as his All, and, to keep the soul in a state of fear and perplexity,
he tries to lead him to look to circumstances and second causes, instead
of "looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith," as the
Ruler of all. Nevertheless, Christ is All, All to the Father, in His mysterious love; and, oh! mercy of mercies, although J esns was All to the
Father, yet He withheld not His only Son, but freely gave Him up for
us all. Well might, then, the Apostle say, "BEHOLD, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us" ( 1 John iii. 1), and, "God so loved
. . . . that He gave" (John iii. 16).
Again, He is All that the Holy Spirit has for the sin-stricken soul, to
heal all his diseases and to meet his every want. He is All of the Script1wes, its prophecies, key to all its rites and ceremonies, the unfolding of
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all its seals, the Antitype of all its types, the body and substance of all
its shadows and symbols, its beginning and end. He is ALL to the
believer' ; in Ms coming to God, he was All; for He drew him, in all His
wooing love (John xii. 32). In his repentan..ce He was All, for as a Prince
He gave him repentance not to be repented of (Acts v. 31). In his
believing He was all, for He was the Author and Finisher of his faith
(Heb. xii. 2). In obtaining forgiveness of sin He was All, for" in Him
he has redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins" (Col.
i. 14; Eph. i. 7). He is all his Justifica#on; "for He was delivered for
his offences, and raised for his justification" (Rom. iv. 25). He is all
Ms sanctification, for "He is made unto us wisdom, righteousness, and
sanctification" ( 1 Cor. i. 30). (This is not progressive.) He is all his
hope; for it is "Christ in you the hope of glory" (Col. i. 28). He is all
his security, for time and eternity. "The Lord laid on Him the iniquity
of us all;" "for the transgression of my people was lIe stricken;" ergo,
" as He is, so are we in this world" (1 John iv. 18). He is all his spirit?tal
life, as He says, "I am the Life," "I give unto my sheep eternal life,"
e1'!JO, "can never perish." He is aU his strength; so that he who is perfect
weakness can say, "I can do all things through Christ, who strengtheneth
me" (Phil. iv. 13). He is aU his peace (Eph. ii. 14), "having made
peace through His blood;" "He is our peace" (Col. i. 20). He is all his
meat. ancl drink, all Ms Joy here, and will constitute all his lwaven hereafter.
And, oh 1. the love, when he is all-wandering, Jesus is all-seeking, laying
him on His aU-powerful shoulders, bringing him back rejoicing. So that
the believer is constrained to say of Jesus, "Whom have I in heaven but
Thee? and there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee." "My Beloved
is the Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely." " Yea, I
count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus
my Lord," and" do count all things but dung that I may win Christ, and
be found in Him" (Phil. iii. 8, 9). In whom all spiritual blessings are,
" all the promises," "all the fulness of grace," and out of whose fulness all we receive grace for grace. Yea, He is aU the fulness of the
Godhead, (tll the perfections of the Deity, in all places, upholding all tMngs
by His mighty power; for by Him were all things created in heaven and
in oarth ; thrones, dominions, or principalities, or powers, all things were
created by Him, and for Him, and He is before all things, and by Him
all things consist (Col. i. 16, 17). Oh, then, beloved, wb,at an All the
believer has in his precious Jesus!
His language is often-"Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want,
More than all in Thee I find,"
or in the words of the pious bard"0 Thou bounteous Giver of all good,
Thou art of all Thy gifts Thyself the crown:
Give what Thou canst, without Thee we are poor,
But wEh Thee rich, take what Thou wilt away."
But, ah! beloved, Christ is not only the believer's All, but
n. He is in the believer's all. Oh, then, how this glorious fact ought
to sweeten all life's cares and anxieties, so that, if there be a furnace
seven times hotter than it is wont to be heated, Jesus is in all its flames
and burningt!. If tossed on life's tempestuous sea, in sorrow's darkest
night, His voice shall be heard above the roaring of the waves and
fierceness of the storm, saying, "It is I, be not afraid," showing He is
NN
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all-powerful to lull every angry wave to rest, and in all, however contrary
winds may blow. He was in all to the Ohurch typical. Were they in sorrow?
He appears in a burning- bush, resembling their condition, saying, "I
know their sorrows." Were they in the depths of the sea P He was in it,
too, as a pillar to guide before and a light to protect behind. Was
there the bitter water of Marah to drink? He was in that as the tree of
life to sweeten it. Were they fearful and trembling at the giving of the
law, amid thunders and lightnings, blackness, darkness, and tempest?
Jesus was in it all (Acts vii. 38). Were they led to a flinty rock, when
parched with thirst, Jesus was in that, too; for" that Rock that followed
them was Ohrist." Yea, when huugry, Jesus was in the very manna
which came down from heavEn, and in all their affliction He was afflicted,
and the angel of His presence saved them (Isa. lxiii. 9-14), and in all
their leadings He was All and in all (see Psalm lxxviii. 14, 52; lxxx,
1) ; and so, believers in Jesus, He has been in all thy past leadings; remember all the way the Lord thy God has led thee, all the circumstances
of the way, every link in thy chain of eternal providencl'. It may
be thou art looking back to some dark providence full of mystery and
perplexity. Ah! beloved, however dark it may seem to thee, yet Jesus
was in it all; perhaps it may have been for the exercising of thy faith,
and the revealing of thy inward corruptions. Do not forget what one of
old said, who was well accustomed to dark clouds: "Verily, Thou art a
God that hidest Thyself, 0 God of Israel, the Saviour" (Isa. xlv. 15).
Yes, Jesus may have been hid in thy very furnace flames, or in the habiliments of a gardener, a~ He was to Mary, or as a stranger, as He was to
the di~ciples wben on the way to Emmaus, or as a Spirit only, that
moved on thy troubled deep. Yet did you not bear the still small voiceof love speaking in tender tones to your distressed soul out of His
Word? and, in degree to your demands, reveal Himself to Yout" trembling
soul? Then remember, beloved, "His way is in the sea, and His path in
great waters," and the clouds which seem to obscure Him for a time
" He maketh His chariot," to ride into our soUls, and often out of the
darkest clouds we have received the greatest blessings. And why? BECAUSE JESUS WAS IN AI,L.
Ah! and that awful disappointment, too; you were building your
hopes, and all was blighted, and you said in your haste, "vVhat is this
the Lord hath done unto us ?" while Jour unbelieving heart questioned
the wisdom. Yet, Jesus was in all. And for what end was the blight
of your future prospects? Ah! beloved, THAT JESUS MIGHT BE ALL TO
YOUR SOUL.
This brings to our mind the circumstances of a great painter which
greatly resembles this case. He was standing on a very high scaffoldingjust completing a grand design on a wall; his soul was wrapt up in bis
task. He stood back to admire bis different shadings aJ?d blending-s, but
forgot the scaffolding-on which he was standing was very narrow. He had
backed himself to its very .edge, still gazing on his picture--another step
backwards and he would be dashed into pieces. A friend who wasstanding on the same scaffolding, seeing his awful danger, picked up a
dirty brush and splashed his picture, so as to destroy it, upon which he
ran forward to his picture, filled with anger against the offender, when
his friend pointed out his danger, and the means used as the only one
for his safety.
And, now, a few words for the fttture. Whatever your distress 1nUAj be"
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" He is All, and in all," and so wiU be in all thy future-rtll-s1ffficient under
every emergency; aU-powel:ful to preserve you from the wiles of the devil,
and everything which may lift up itself against thee; aU-wise to guide
you with His counsel, however perplexing your pathway may be; aUlov';n,9, to comfort and soothe you under every care, and if your pathway
be all sorrow, then, remember, Jesus will be all sympathy.
And, now, in conclusion, permit us to ask a few questions. Is Jesus
AU to your soul? Can you say, "Whom ha,e I in heaven but Thee, and
there is none upon earth I desire beside Thee?" Is He all your salvation,
from beginning to end, without any mixture? Is the object of your life
all C/wist? Is your fitness for heaven aU Cltrist? Is {dl your foundations on which you are building all your hopes aU Cltrist l' Oh, beloved,
remember, "Other foundation can no man lay than that that is laid,"
which is aU Christ? There is' no other name under heaven whereby we
must be saved, but aU Jesus. All! I know with some it is not all
Christ, but aU the world, aU plea,sure, aU gain, all sin. " Be not deceived,
God is not mocked, whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also reap." If
this be your all, then there is another aU we must add, that is, all hell
at last, and that everlastingly, as it was of old, all who had not the will
for their aU, had all destruction. Others there are who would mix the
two, and would have some of Christ and some of the world. Ah! this,
too, must end with the samo confusion, and being' miserably deceived,
for saith our Lord, "He that is not with me is against me." And you,
whose desire is that Christ may bo your All, and in all, who are mourning, day by day, over" tho sins which doth so easily beset us," cheor
up, it will not be long before all tabernacling will be over, below in this
wilderness, and then it will be aU rest, it will be alllteavcn for you, simply
because Chri6t will be your All there, without interruption. Oh, what
would we have done, beloved, with anything short of an all Gltrist when we
stood trembling behind the pillar of justice, crying for mercy, like
the poor publican of old, as the law spoke its terrors to our souls, while
our conscience told its awful tale? And how could we stand before the
judgment-seat to come if that precious Jesus were not aU our righteousness and salvation? Oh, then, you redeemed jewels" rqjoico, again I say,
1'qjoice;" not only because Jesus is your All, and in all, but, marvellous
morcy! wondrous love! astounding fact, spoken in the loudest tones of
heavon upon Calvary's cross, "you rtre aU to Christ." He dotes upon you,
lIo delights in you; yea, He rejoices over you with singing. Well may
th 0 Church say, "My Beloved is mine, and I am His." Yes, blessed be
Go<1, the Church is His for cvm·. There are no divorce courts with God.
0]:, may the eternal Spirit lift us up above the things temporal to the
things eternal, and enable us to realize that we are aU to Jesus; and may
the same bIassed fact constraiu us to make Christ our All in aU, for our
souls' comfort and the Father's glory. Amen and amen.
.
The following lines came in my mind just after preaching the sermon:
"All in all!" 0 precious Jesus, Thou hast been in days gone by,
"When my sonl with sin and anguish felt condemned and doomed to die;
"All in all," Thyself rcvealing, just to suit my wretched need,
•
,Vhen my heart was broke and blecding, fearful, trembling, yes, indeecl.
" All in all 1" how sweet and blessed was the sound 01 Thy sweet voice
"When its tender tones of pity bade my broken heart rejoice;
" All in all !" Thy lost oncs bringing, Thou didst lead me to Thy fold,
Thou didst feed me, keep, sustain me; oh, Thy love can ne'er be told.
N N 2

484

The Gospel Magazine.

" All in all !" Thy blood most precious, which was shed on Calvary's tree~
Oh, rich blood that bought my pardon, gave me joy and set me free.
"All in all 1" oh, grace astounding 1 I to Jesus all should be,
Leavll His throne and all His glory, die and suffer all for me !
" All in alll" oh. love unbounding, sovereign, changeless, full, and free;
o Thou dear and precious Jesus, Thou art All in all to me:
" All in alll" in hours of trial, when the darkness ga.thers o'er,
When I part with dear ones going home with Thee to Canaan's shore.
"All in all 1" when sin and Satan try to lead my soul from Thee,
In temptation's darkest hour Thou art more than all to me :
"All in all !" in hours of conflict, when the wars within mll roar,
And the wars without are threatening, then I feel I need Thee more.
"All in all 1" without Thee never, or I languish, faint, and die;
Keep, support, sustain, :l.nd lead me, 0 my Saviour, keep me nigh:
" All in all !" through death's dark valley, I would lean alone on Thee,
Breathing as I'm passing through it, " Jesus, Thou art All to me."
" All in alll" when in Thy glory,
When from sin and sorrow free,
With Thy Church triumphant singing,
" Jesus, Thou art All to me."

J.

MILEY.

GOD OUR HELP.""
BY THE REY.

T. W. MEDHURST.
AN ADDRESS DELIYERED AT
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4TH, 1874.

SOUTHSEA,

" Because Tlwu llast been my Help, therefore in the s7uulow of Thy wings
will I f·rtjoice. My 80ul followeth hard after Thee: Thy right lland upholdeth
me."-Ps. lxiii. 7, 8.
THE Psalmist, when he penned his Psalms, seems to have been in diverse
moods and states of mind. They tell of sorrow and of joy, of light and
of darkness, of despondency and of exultation, of the sinkings of fear,
and of the aboundings of faith and hope. On account of this variety,
we find in the Psalms of David a choice repository of Christian experience. Believers in all ages, and in every conceivable frame of mind,
find that which is suitable to thpm in this portion of sacred Scripture.
In times of joy they turn to the Psalms for words in which to express
the feelings of their souls. In times of sadness they find words there
in which they pour forth their momnful complaints. David's many
deliverances from trouhle, as they are narrated in the Psalms, have
often cheered the people of God in times of trial and perplexity, and
have encouraged them to stay themselves on their ever-faithful and unchanging God. And, when they have thus looked to the Lord for
deliverance, their confidence has not been disappointed; but they have
been enabled to make David's language their own, and to sing, "Because
Thou hast been my Help, therefore in the shadow of Thy wings will I
rejoice. My soul followeth hard after Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth
me."
The Psalm from which these words are taken was written by David
" Publi,hed by request.
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he was in the wilderness of J udah," either when he fled from
Saul (1 Sam. xxii. and xxiii.), or when he fled from the unnatural rebellion of his 'son Absalom (2 Sam. xv., xvi., and xvii.). Most modern
commentators inret' from the eleventh verse of the Psalm, in which David
,calls himself" ICING," that it could not have been penned when he fled
from Saul, as he was not then actttaUy, though he had been anointed by
the prophet as, king; they therefore conclude this Psalm" was probably
written while David was fleeing from Absalom." We, however, prefer
to read the eleventh verse as David's expression of strong faith in
God, that He would preserve him and deliver him from all his enemies,
and that though now a fugitive, fleeing from Saul, who sought his life,
yet God's purpose would stand, and that he, "THE KING," shOtlld yet
rejoice in Goel. Reposing under the shadow of God's wings, he anticipated his ultimate triumph over all his foes. This Psalm is a suitable
one for times of sickness, and when we are hindered from going up to
the house of God. Let the affiicted meditate upon it in the solitude of
their sick chambers. Let the Christian peruse it when he is away from
home, and unable to join with God's people in the worship of the
sanctuary. In meditating upon this portion, we have
I. A GRATEFUL' ACKNOWLEDGMENT: "Because Thou hast been my
Help."
n. A BELIEVING RESOLUTION: "Therefore in the shadow of Thy
wings will I rej oice."
Ill. AN EAHNEST ApPLICATION: "My soul followeth hard after Thee:
Thy rlght hand upholdeth me."
I. A GRATEFUL ACICNOWLEDGMENT.-Every Christian, as he turns over
the diary of his past experience, must say" Amen" to David's testimony
concerning God: "Tltott hast been my Help." That God has been to all
His children. They will all gratefully acknowledge that, if the Lord
has been nothing else to them, He has been thiS-THEIR HELP. Poor,
helpless creatures, we have always needed help. We were lost, ruined,
helpless, undone sinners, but He helped us, and provided for us a
Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Lord. We were hardened in our sins and
rebellious, our hearts were as adamant and as the nether millstone;
sermons could not subdue us, the efforts of friends could not impress us,
affiictions could not soften us; but God helped us, for He sent the Holy
Spirit to renew and quicken us, to take from us our hearts of stone, and
to give us hearts of flesh. Since we have been renewed in heart, and
made new creatures in Christ Jesus, how many times have we needed
help, ani in how many ways has God been our Helper! Let us call
memory to our aid, that our hearts may Le filled with gratitude, and
that we may encourage ourselves still to trust in the Lord. We have
had duties to perform, and in our own unaided strength we must have
failed; but God has been our Help. We have had burdens to bear,
under which we must have sunk; but the Lord was our Help. We
have had conflicts to sustain which must have crushed us had llot the
Lord been our Help. We have had troubles to go through, from which
we could not deliver ourselves; but the Lord has been our Help. He
has helped us in all our trials. He has helped us out of many of our
trials. He is still helping us in the trials through which we are passing.
Blessed ba His thrice holy llame for ever. We have had other helpers,
:kind and loving friends, and we have praised God for them. But we
,had no other helper like to God Himself. At times we have needed
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help, and have known our friends would have helped us, had they been
near us. Our God has ever been" a present Help in time of trouMe ;" a
Help ever near at hand, and not afar off. Our friends have helped us once
and again; then they have wearied of us. Our God has been our constant
Help, and has never wearied, though we have needed His help so many
times, and are needing it still, and shall continue to need it as long as
we live. He is just as ready to help us now, He will be just as ready
to help us in the future, as He ever has been ready t.o help us in the
past. He has laid help :JPI' us upon One who is mighty. We may
empty the ocean of its storehouse of waters; we can never exhaust the
fulness of grace that is stored up for us in Ohrist Jesus.
Here is a distinguishing mark of the true believer. He ever recognises
God as Ms Helper'. Others may acknowledge, in a general way, that God
helps them; but they think more of their own wit, wisdom, and strength
than of the help of God. The genuine Ohristian knows that every hour
of every day he is dependent upon the help of his God, without whom he
can do absolutely nothing; therefore it is that he is ever ready to make
the grateful acknowledgment, " TllOti Mat been my Help."
11. A BELIEVING RESOLUTION: "Because Thoti hast been my Help, therefore in the shadow of Thy ~ciniJs will I rl!.7oiee."-This beautiful and
expressive figure is common in the Psalms. It was a favourite phrase of
David's. "I will trust in the covert of Thy wings" (Ps. lxi. 4). "He
shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou
trust" (Ps. xci. 4). " Hide me under the shadow of Thy wings" (Ps.
xvii. 8). The wings of God is a figurative expression, signifying His
love, watchfulness, and tenderness. The Psalmist expresses his sense of
the most assured confidence in God. As the little chickens feel safe under
the wings of their parent, so are the people of Gael safe, and feel
they are safe, beneath His sheltering protection. They are not only
kept secure from evil, they are safe from the fear of evil. They are
hidden from danger. Dangor cannot find them, much less can it harm
them. We may not always feel thus bidden and secure in God; but,
covered beneath Omnipotence, we should feel secure. Hid in Ohrist, the
believer is secure from evil, though in its very thick. Ohrist is God's
jewel-casket; believers are God's jewels. 'rhey are hid with Ohrist, locked
up in Ohrist, and Christ is hidden in the bosom of God. Before Satan
can get at the life of one of God's chosen, he must first mount to heaven,
rifle God's bosom, and destroY Christ: for their" life is hid with Ohrist
in God." David, knowing that he has this safety in God, determines that
he will fly to God, that Iw may enjoy this safdy. Therefore, he says, "In
the shadow of Thy wings will I nljoiee." There is security in God for
you, 0 believer; but you must go to God for an experimental realization of that security. The name of God is a strong towel'; you must run
into it, that you may be assured of your security. The ungodly look for
mercy in God; they do not seelc after mercy from God. They say God is
merciful, and they trust to God's mercy; but they never seck for God's
mercy t1wO?tgh Jesus Christ, for whose sake alone sinners can receive
mercy. The Spirit-taught child of God runs to God's wings, remains
underneath them, and :knows that he is sa.fe. David has an anticipation
ofioy and pleasure in God's protection. He says, that under the shadow of
God's wings, not he shall be secure, though he means that, but" under
the shadow of Thy wings will I rl!joiee," will I be happy. The believer,
when he goes to God for help, is not as ono who is merely driven to a
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shelter for safety: he is as one who is running to his home for enjoyment and happiness. There is warmth, and comfort, and nearness to
the parent's breast, as well as safety, when the little birds seek the
shelter of their mother's wings. So when the child of God flies to God
for help, he finds shelter, but he finds more than shelter-he has comfort,
warmth, and nearness to the loving heart of God. " Thy rod and Thy
staff," says David, "they comfort me;" the.y protect me, but they do
more, they fill me with comfort. We shonld do more than barely hope
in God, believe in God; we should JOY IN GOD through the Holy
Ghost. We want a faith that is full of joy in the Lord.
We must not omit to note the fact that IJavid's resolzttion is grounded on
his past experience: "BECAUSE Thou hast been my Help, THEREFORE in
the shadow of Thy wings will I rejoice." Meditate on David's "BEOAUSE " and" THEREFORE."
The help we have received from God in the
past is a reason why we should again go to God and rejoice in Him.
Sometimes we go to God because He has promised to help us, and we
are enabled to confide in His promises. At other times we go to God,
attracted by His perfections and attributes; at other times we trust in
God, having clear views of His relationship to us; we know that God is
our Shepherd, and feel that we shall not want. At other times we are
drawn to God by reason of our experience of His faithfulness towards
us. Thus we rest on the promises of God; we find that His perfections
and attributes harmonise with His promises, that His relationship to us
corresponds with His promises, and that our past experience is an earnest
of the fulfilment of all His promises. Thus the promises of God-His
covenant promises-are the foundation of all our approaches to Him for
help. Let us ever aim to get more than a present benefit from God's
mercies bestowed on us; let them be to us a telescope, through which
we may see countless mercies laid up for us in store. The young believer
has God's promises to rely on, God's perfections and attributes to flee
to, God's relationships to inspire him with confidence; but the aged
Christian has, in addition to these, Ms own penfOnal exper·ience of God's
ways towa1'ds llim. Remembering that God is the unchangeable One, and
that J esns Ohrist is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever; therefore he says, " Underneath tlte shadow of Thy wings will I rlfjoice."
Ill. AN KUtNEST ApPLICATION: "My soul followeth l~ard after Thee:
Thy right lwnd 1tpholdetl~ mc."-The Psalmist not only resolves, but, like
the prodigal SOil, immediately puts his resolution into effect. Upheld
by the right hand of God, he at once starts in pursuit of God. Sometimes we are satisfied with mere desires. . Here we have more than
desires: we have an earnest striving, a determined pressing on, an
insatiable anxiety to obtain that which the soul vehemently desires. We
need a holy violence with God. This sacred vehemence after God will
not alter the wilderness we are in; but it will effect a change in us. It
will fill us with joy, because there is rest and happiness for us in God.
What encouragement is there here for every contrite, penitent soul!
Jesus is willing to gather all such as a hen gathereth her chickens under
her wings. The mOl"cy and help of God are treasured up in Jesus Ohrist
for all, who, taught of the Holy Spirit their state as sinners, srek mercy
and help from God through Jesus Ohrist.
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OLD SPOTS.

LORD, grant me, in connexion with renewed visits to Bethel, a more
grateful sense ofthe aboundings and the superaboundings ofthat marvellous
mercy which hath ceaselessly and uninterruptedly followed me all my
days. 0 Lord, Thou knowest I mourn over my want of gratitude, and,
alas! alas! my ever-constant proneness to dispute Thy wisdom, love, and
mercy. As soon as a fresh cloud (though it be but, as it were, like a
man's hand) begins to present itself even in the far distance, how my fears
arise, and dark and gloomy doubts prevail. I at once apprehend that
something even more painful than aught yet I have known is coming
upon me. My little faith gives way, and greatly do I dishonour Thee,
my God and Saviour. Oh, pity me, and pardon again and yet again.
Most frankly do I acknowledge how ill it becomes me thus to treat Thee,
after such a course of goodness, grace, and mercy as that by which Thou
ever hast conducted me. I feel humbled-deeply so--when Thou dost
ask, "Is this thy kindness to thy Friend? Do I deserve such treatment
at thy hand? Are these the returns for all that I have been to and. done
for thee?" Ah, Lord, wellmayest Thou thus interrogate me. I fall, guilty
and abashed, before Thee, most deeply sensible of my utter unworthiness, and I am not unfrequently ready to exclaim, with the self-hating
Peter, "Depart from me, for I am a siufulman, 0 Lord." I doubt if
amongst Thy whole family, myriads though they be, Thou hast had one
more wayward, distrustful, thankless, and unbelieving than I. Not one can
have drawn more largely and continuously upon Thy patience, forbearance, and long-suffering. Thousands of times have I wondered that
Thou hast not cut me off as a cumberer of the ground, and sent me to the
nethermost hell. And yet, Lord, notwithstanding all that I have been
and still am, Thou knowest that I can appeal to Thee, the heart-searching, rein-trying God. I can with a sincere heart declare, as Peter did,
"Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee." I
love Thy people; I love Thy house; I love Thine ordinances; I love Thy
Word; I love both its precepts and its promises. I love the doctrines it
declares; I love the manner in which it degrades man and sets forth the
fulness, freeness, and perfection of redeeming grace and mercy; I rejoice
in the covenant settlements of a covenant J ehovah for a covenant people;
nor would I intentionally say or do aught that should in the very smallest
degree militate against the avowed belief and declaration of the love of
the Father, the redemption of the Son, and the indispensable ministry of
the Holy Ghost-a cJ-equal and co-essential J ehovah; all engaged and
all equally responsible for the preservation and final and eternal glorification of the Church of the First- born. And this conviction affords me
no small amount of comfort and satisfaction in the face of a gainsaying
world, and in times when the verities of our most holy faith are so
assailed both by professor and profane.
RAILWAY PENOILLINGS.
Friday Forenoon, June 12tl" 18 7~ .
JUST leaving Waterford by mid-day train, after a short but most
refreshing visit to my dear old parish. The Lord for ever be praised
for the boundless love and mercy He has shown me during this little
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run from my own dear home. Manifold have indeed been the changes
since my la&t visit, eight years ago, but, oh! I have nothing but love and
mercy of which to speak. I have not the shadow of a fault to find. On
the contrary, although the Lord has led me by a totally different way to
that I had contemplated, yet all, all has been well. Could I have foreseen, when last here; what awaited me ere I visited this old and most
familial' locality again, doubtless, in my distrust and unbelief, I should
have said, I never could go through it; but, ah! the I,ord knows
infinitely better than we can know how to lead us and what to do with
and for us. Would that one could learn salutary and abiding lessons
from positive experiences; so that, in the prospect of the altogether hidden
future, one might be able to "trust and not be afraid." For is not the
Lord J ehovah worthy of all trust? Hath He not proved Himself to be
so in thousands and ten thousands of instances-yea, throughout the
whole of one's pilgrimage? Verily, He hath done so. Oh, how I love
to tell His ever-adorable Majesty that "not one thing hath failed of all
the good things that He promised, but all have come to pass, and not one
thing hath failed thereof."
If spared another eight days, it is seven-and-twenty years since I first
received ordination at the hands of the late beloved Bishop of Cashel, in
the cathedral of the city I have just left. Four months after that, I
commenced my stated ministry in the little village church my dear sonin-law and I passed two or three hours since. As it happened to be
practice-night, just as we were paying a short visit to the church last
evening, I proposed we should sing a verse or two of the well-known
hymn in which, five or six-und-twenty years ago, some who are now
before the throne above used to joint<

Grace, 'tis a charming sound,
Harmonious to the ear;

I

Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear."

And as I looked around, and. thought of those who were gone, and of
how the Lord had supported and sustained, guarded and guided, ever
since, I thought, "Ah, well may I, of all men, sing,
" Grace first constrained my fect
To walk in Zion's road;

And fresh supplies of grace I meet,
While pressing home to God."

did indeed feel it to be so, and, looking back and then looking forward, I could but hopefully venture to exclaim,
" Grace all the work shall crown,
I It lays in heaven the topmost stone,
Through everlasting days;
I
And well deserves the praise."
Whilst contemplating the changes and improvements made in the
little church since I left it, tho churchwarden (one among the very few
who remain) @roke in upon my reverie by saying, "I remember your
first text here, (Go, speak my words to them, whether they will hear or
whether they will forbear, for they are most rebellious." That directly
brought to my mind the second text upon the occasion of opening my
ministry there, both being taken from the lessons of the day-" vVhat
will ye? shall I come to you "ith a rod, or in love, and in the spirit
,of meekness? "
Upon looking back, therefore, over my well-nigh eleven years' ministry
in that parish, as far as I know my own heart, this sweet portion was
,characteristic of my humble labours among that loved people.
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HEART WORK.

.AN engagement at Croydon for the forenoon of Thursday, the 30th of
July, enabled me to avail myself of an opportunity for which I had long
wished-namely, of hearing Mr. Covill, of that town. In this, however, I was disappointed, for, although present, he did not preach.
However, the disappointment was overruled, so that the opportunity was
not a lost one. I did not catch the name of the preacher until afterwards;
otherwise I might have listened with even increased interest. By the
way, this reminds me of a little fact setting forth the power of prejudice,
or favour, as the case may be. I was once at a little chapel at Grantham,
where a sermon was read. I could but approve of what I heard, but
when, at the close of the service, I was informed that it was a sermon of
the immortal Toplady to which I had been listening, I could not help
thinking with how much greater interest I should have heard had I
known previously whose sermon it was that was about to be read. I
am not for a moment justifying this feeling, but merely stating the fact.
The text chosen' upon the present occasion was from the 51st Psalm,
lOth an~ two following verses: "Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence;
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy
salvation: and uphold me with Thy free spirit." The sermon was
marked with clearness, simplicity, and a godly jealousy for truth.
Iu touching upon the circumstances under which the Psalm was
written, the preacher spoke with much force and propriety upon the everconstant liability for the most favoured of the Lord's children to fall
under the power of any temptation with which they might be assailed;
that their need of divine keeping was incessant and uninterrupted. He
dwelt with much power upon David's ardent desire for cleansing and
thorough purification. It was not mere happiness he wanted, but holiness;
not a creature-sanctity, a fleshly perfection, or an assumed or pretended
purity; but that inner and Spirit-wrought freedom from the love as well
as the power and dominion of sin.
Here the preacher illustrated the varied way and manner in which the
souls of the Lord's people are assaulted by Satan, and how, ere they are
aware, he drops thoughts into the mind and infuses desires which seem
to set the whole in a flame. "Out of the heart," &c., and kindred passages were quoted in proof. The work of this" creating a new heart"
was duly traced up to God, and God only. As in nature, so in grace,
the Lord alone is the mighty Designer and Operator. "Of His own
will begat He us by the Word of Truth."
In dwelling upon the next clause, "renew within me a right spirit,"
the preacher showed most clearly how prone the Lord's people are to fall
into a wrong spirit; that under certain feelings and influences they are
liable most sadly to be deceived and led away; giving ample cause for
the Lord to say now, as in the days of His flesh, "Ye know not what
manner of spirit ye are of." As the preacher well intimated, it is only
under the light of after discoveries we see how mercifully has the Lord
again and again interposed when in the h'lstiness and untowardness of
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our hearts we should have beon betrayed into this or that rash act, or
adopted measures which we should ever afterwards have had the greatest
reason to regret. Hence, how needful that meekness and simplicity
which arise out of a deep realization of felt ignorance, helplessness, and
sin, such as led the A110stle to exclaim, "I know that in me-that is in
my flesh-there dwelleth no good thing."
The preacher dwelt with much sweetness upon the peculiar blessedness arising from the felt pr~sence of the Lord. He showed that, when
that presence was realized and enjoyed, what a godly jealousy possessed
the soul lest aught should arise to lead the Lord to withdraw Himself
as to sensible manifestation. Upon the same principle he showed
likewise lJOW the Holy Ghost might be grieved, and, in consequence,
withdraw His more gracious presence and withhold His more marked and
blessed operations. It was not that there was any real cause for apprehending that where the Holy Ghost had once taken possession, He would
ever absolutely witbdraw or be taken away; but the withdrawal consisted simply in the manifestation and enjoyment of that sweet fellowship and commmunion with the Father and the Son which arises from
His gral'ious indwelling and divine operations.
The distinction was clearly made between salvation and the joys of
salvation. Salvation is one thing, the things which accompany salvation
(that is, in part, its joys) are quite another. David had, fur a season, lost
the joys of salvation, a.nd, i'emembering the supernatural sweetness and
blessednoss of thoso joys, ho intensely desired their restoration.
Thon thoro was the upholding and sustaining "by the free Spirit; "
not as a " spi.rit of bondage again to fear," but as a " spirit of adoption,"
whereby" the sealed ones unto the day of redemption" are enabled to
cry, "Abba, Father."
'I'he above is a mere outline from recollection of this clear, sound, and
oxperimental exposition of this precious portion of the Word.
The Psalms themselves have been called the heart of the Bible; and
Qno has beon wont to consider the 51st as the very so111 of that heart!
The boing a.blo to auopt it as the very language of one's own soul may
bo l'egarclod as a satisfactory test of being in personal possession and
undoI' the teaching and powor of the self-same Spirit as was the Psalmist.
At the close of the sorvice, the writer ascertained that the preacher to
whom he 1adlistened with special interest and satisfaction was a Mr.
Bourne, the son of the gentleman of that name, with whose sweet and exporimental published letters the reader is doubtless acquainted. This
fact was specially comforting to tbe writer's mind, as it served at once to
remind him that this was a fmther illustration of the Lord's gracious
promise of pouring out of His Spirit upon His seed and that seed's seed.

D.
THOUGHTS ON GENESIS.-DOUBTING.
"And the man, wondering at her, held his peaee, to wit, whether the Lord
had nutde Ms Journey prosperous or not."-GEN. xxiv. 21.
THE important and humbling truth we learn from this verse is the
weakness of our faith. Abraham's servant had been sent on an errand
by his master, with an assurance that the Lord would go with him;
yea, being himself also a servant of the Lord, he had asked counsel of

492

Tlte Gospel Magazine.

Him, and had even proposed a sign whereby he might know that his
prayer was answered. Yet, when that sign was so evidently manifested
to him, he began to doubt. So, when we receive a palpable answer to
our prayers, Satan tempts us to doubt whether it is from the Lord, instead
of acting out the injunctions of om- blessed Saviour in Mark xi. 24., Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them." As Jesus Himself is "the Author and Finisher of our faith," what need have we, with
the disciples of old, to commence our petitions with the request, "Lord,
increase our faith;" "Help Thou our unbelief? "
VERSES 42-48.

Oompared with Romans i. 15, 16, Abraham's servant being now
convinced that the Lord had prospered his journey, comes out with
boldness to declare what wondrous things God had done for him. Like
Paul, he was not ashamed to own his Lord, and the power of His
salvation, but went gladly and rejoicingly forth to speak of His gracious
dealings with him to others; so, when we have experienced such manifold
mercies and kindnesses in the way He has leel us, should we not be
constrained to go forth and make mention of' His righteousness, even of
His only? And should not these mercies excite in us praise and thanksgiving to God, as in the case of this man: "And I bowed down my head,
and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my master
Abraham, which ha1 led me in the right way? "
W.
AN IMPORTANT

SUGGESTION TO THE LOVERS OF LONG
PRAYERS.
Trm Rev. Mr. - - , while travelling through one of the Western States,
stopped for the night at the house of a worthy member of a church.
When Mr. - - entered the house, the old gentleman was about commencing family worship. Mr. - - being seated, he who was the head of
the family proceeded with worship, and, after having read and sung the
usual length of time, he, together with all who were present, kneeled in
prayer. Mr. - - thought t.he prayer extremely long, but, being much
fatigued with the day's journey, supposed that his impression with regard_
to its length might have arisen, in some degree, from that circumstance.
After having made a slight change in his attitude, he endeavoured to compose himself and wait patiently until the service should end; but the
prayer, seeming interminable, he could no longer control his impatience;
but, turning to a son of the old gentleman, who was kneeling or reclining
near him, asked if his father was not almost through with his prayer,
The youth enquired if he had yet got to the Jews? Mr. - - replied that
he believed not. " Well," said he, "he has not half done yet."
WE cannot be said to be in a cold, lifeless, and indifferent state while
Jesus is sought for. It may be night indeed; it may be a dark season;
yet, nevertheless, when we can say, "With my soul have I sought Thee
in the night, yea, with my spirit within me will I seek :rhe~ ea~:ly,"
surely this earnestness implies grace, and love, and deslr~, m hvely
exercise. However dull, stupid, and unprofitable, at times, ordmances and
lueans of grace may seem, still grace, like the live coal under the embers,
is not gone out or extinguished. Him whom my soul lov~th fre9-u~ntly
breaks out, and plainly shows that Jesus still lives and reIgns Wlthm.Hawke?-.
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'!lrot.cntnltt :m HtCO'lt.
BISHOP STROSSMAYER ON INFALLIBILITY.
THE Guardian publishes a translation of an Italian version of the celebrated speech of Bishop Strossmayer in the Vatican Oouncil, which has
been published in Florence under the title of "The Pope and the
Gospel." The Bishop said :-" I have set myself to study with the most
serious attention the writings of the Old and New Testament, and I have
asked those venerable monuments of truth to make me know if the Holy
Pontiff who presides there is truly the successor of St. Peter, Vicar of
Jesus Ohrist, and iufallible doctor of the Ohurch. I have found nothing,
either near or far, which sanctions the opinion of the Ultramontane~.
And still more, to my very great surprise, I find no question iu the apostolic
days of a Pope successor to St. Peter and Vicar of Jesus Christ, no more
than of Mahomet, who did not then exist. I do not blaspheme, and I am
not mad. Now, having read the whole of the New Testament, I declare
before God, with my hand raised to that great crucifix, that I have found
no trace of the Papacy as it exists at this moment. Find.ing no trace
of the Papacy in the days of the Apostles, I said to myself, I shall
find what I am in search of in the annals of the Ohurch. Well, I
say it frankly, I have sought for a Pope in the first four centuries, and I
have not found him. If you decree the iufallibility of the present Bishop
of Rome, you must establish the infallibility of all the preceding ones,
without excluding any; but can you do that when history is there establishing with a clearness equal only to that of the sun that the Popes have
erred in their teaching? Oould you do it and maintain that avaricious,
incestuous, murdering, simoniacal Popes have been the Vicars of Jesus
Ohrist? Oh! venerable brethren, to maintain such an enormity would
be to betray Ohrist worse than Judas; it would be to throw dirt in His
face. (Cries' Dow.:l from the' pulpit, quick; shut the mouth of the
heretic! ') Let us avail ourselves of our reason and of our intelligence to
take the Apostles and Prophets as our only infallible masters with reference
to the question of questions, 'What must I do to be saved?' When we
havc decided that, we shall have laid the foundation of our dogmatic
system, we will go before the world, and, like the Apostle Paul, in presence of the freethinkers, we will 'know noae other than Jesus -Ohrist
and Him crucified.' We will conquer through the preaching of 'the
folly of the cross,' as Paul conquered the learned men of Greece and
Rome, and the Homan Ohurch will have its glorious '89 (clamorous cries, Get down'; 'Out with the Protestant, the Oalvinist, the traitor of the
Ohurch! '). Your cries, Monsignori, do not frighten me. If my words
are hot, my head is cool; I am neither of Luther, nor of Oalvin, nor of
Paul, nor of Apollos, but of Ohrist. (Renewed cries-' Anathema!
anathema to the apostate! ') Anathema! Monsignori, anathema! you
know well that you are not protesting against me, but against the Holy
Apostles, under whose protection I should like this Oouncil to place the
Ohurch. Ah! if covered with their winding-sheets they came out of
their tombs, would they speak in a language different from mine? If
He who reigns above wishes to punish us, make His hand fall heavy on
us, as He did to Pharaoh, He has no need to permit Garibaldi's soldiers
to drive us away from the Eternal Oity. He has only to let them make
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Pius L"'{. a god, as we make a goddess of the blessed Virgin. Stop, stop,
venerable brethren, on the odious and ridiculous incline on which you
have placed yourselves; save the Ohurch from the shipwreck which
threatens her, asking from the Holy Scriptures alone for the rule of faith
which we ought to believe and profess. I have spoken. May God helpme! "
These last words were received with the signs of disapprobation like
those of a pit of a theatre (con i piu platcali scgni di dissapp1'ovagrosi). All
the fraters rase-many left the hall. A Rood many Italians, Americans,
and Germans, and a little sprinkling of French and English, surrounded
the speaker; and, with a brotherly grasp of the hand, showed that they
agreed in his way of thinking.

HOW INDULGENOES BEGAN.
A CORRESPONDENT of the Morning Ad-vcrt£ser, writing from Leipsig, tells
us how he lately paiel a visit to the little town of ,Vittenberg, and looked
once more on the church portals to whiell, on tho 31st of October, 1517,
Luther boldly affixed his famous "Theses" (calling in question the truth
of certain dogmas of Rome), and thus gave the first impulse to that
mighty movement which ere long developed into the glorious Reformation.
While contemplating an object of such great historical interest, it struck
this very sensible "correspondent" that the moment was opportune for
recalling public attention to the circumstances which so wrought on Luther's
mind as to move the fearless Augustinian monk-for such he then wasto take the decisive step which soon made Popes and Oardinals shake in
their spangled shoes. It should be borne in mind that early in the sixteenth
century Pope Leo IX. was ill sore want of money, and was casting about
for means to defray the expenses of his extravagant court, as well as to,
build the great church of St. Peter's. Now it was that a notable idea
struck the Archbishop Albrecht, of Mayence (who himself was in debt to
the Pope for his" pallium," and had not wherewithal to pay). This idea
was to start a gigantic trade in indulgences for all and any sins past,.
present, and future, and no sooner was the scheme submitted to the Pope
than bis Holiness grasped directly at the infamous suggestion. To,
work this new business properly and successfully, priests were indispensable,
possessed of what is vulgarly called the gift of the gab. Tetze1 (an
infamous Dominican friar who had had a narrow escape of being drowned
in a sack for an aggravated case of adultery) was known to possese this.
_most valuable gift; in which had, indeed, lain, in great part at least, the
secret of his dangerous successes with the fair sex. The Archbishop, whohappened to be informed of this, readily obtained a free pardon for Tetzel,
whom he then sent on to Rome, where Pope Leo washed him shining
white of all his past sins and transgressions, and conferreel upon him the
absolute ancl unrestricted privilege to dispense universal indulgences, on
joint account of his Holiness ancl the Archbishop Albrecht. 'l'etzel wasalso appointecl judge of heresies ancl heretics, with power to condemn,
even capitally, all contemners of the Pope's supreme authority, more
especially such as should dare to throw doubt upon the efficacy of Papal
indulgences.- Thus armed and provided, Tetzel set out on his harvesting
tour through Germany. He thoroughly knew the grossly ignorant and
benighted masses with whom he had to deal. He journeyed frorn plac&
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to place with all the paraphernalia of a mountebank. Wherever he stopped
he established a complete fair, with plenty of music ancl games, and
amusements and riot, and the attractions of a lottery, with poultry and
pigs, and small sums of money for prizes, which, of course, attracted!
everywhere crowded audiences to whom to preach the necessity of purchasing indulgences. He had a graduated scale of prices for every
kind of sin and transgression, from the most venial up to the most
heinous. He, "more especially, urged also the purchase of indulgences
for the souls of departed relations or friends in purgatory, or for the
matter of that, even elsewhere, release from which latter had, of course,
a much higher price affixed to it. So soon as a sufficient number of
besotted idiots 'had declared their willingness to buy the article, the indulgence-monger, followed by his dupes, proceeded to the house of God to
desecrate it with his vile traffic. His acolytes carried before him the Papal
licence brevet, placed on a magnificent velvet cushion, with the Papal
arms embroidered on it, and richly adorned with gold lace, fringes,
and tassels. The purchasers of the indulgences made confession,
and walked round the altar with burning tapers in their hands.
They then had given them the indulgences, beautifully printed on paper
or parchment, with the Fisherman's seal impressed on it. The trade
flourished. Tetzel was such an excellent salesman! Aud it was in the
sixteenth century, when there hung still almost universal darkness over
men's minds-though I should not like to undertake to vouch that, even
in this enlightened nineteenth century of ours, the believers in stigmatization, the pilgrims to Lom'des, La Salette, Lille, Paray-Ie-Monial, and
other Popish miracle places, together with others of the same range of
intellect, would not be found willing to go in for the purchase
and sale of precious Papal indulgences if Pio Nono were to turn his
attention to that lucrative branch of the Pontifical business. Still
there were, even in the sixteenth century, before the blast of Luther's
clarion had yet sounded to awaken man to the consciousness of his dignity
and to the proper use of his highest God-given attribute-divine reasonsome princes and rulers in Germany who would not sanction the nefarious
trade in their dominions. "The Elector of Saxony was one of those rulers.
So prudence forbade Tetzel to cross the Saxon frontier. But in Brandenburg he had the fullest licence given him to sell indulgences to his heart's
content. The town of J uterbork, lying close to the frontier of Saxony,
was chosen by him for his head-quarters in those parts, so that he might
work from here his lucrative indulgence trade in the prohibited territory,
He had judged correctly. To Juterbork the poor Saxon believers in
Papal indulgences fl.ocked to procure the coveted delicacy. Armed with
the precious document, they then boldly presented themselves to their
ordinary confessors, insisting upon absolution without penance or repentance. It is related that on the 30th October, 1517, one of these callous
sinners came to the Augustine Luther, presenting his credentials, and arrogantly preferring to him his demand of absolution. The confessor tore the
parchment in honest wrath, and dashed the pieces indignantly in the face of
the wretchGd sinner, who thereupon threatened him with the vengeance
of Tetzel and of Rome! That very night the Theses denouncing the
infamous traffic and the vile traffickers were written; and the day after,
the ever-memorable 31st of October, 1517, saw the glorious birth of the
great Reformation. Oh, for a second Luther now!'
We heartily re-echo the cry, "Oh, for a second Luther now !" We
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are convinced the nation would rise up almost as one man, at the first
blast of his Protestant trumpet, for is it not sick of the shilly-shally milkand-water stuff that is palmed upon it on every side, in lieu of healthy
drinlr, drawn fresh and pure from the wells of salvation?
In conclusion, we may mention, for the sake of those curious in theso
matters, that a very fine specimen of a Papal indulgence, enriched by a
coloured figure of the Pope seated on his throne, with St. Peter on
one side and St. Paul on the other, is preserved in the library of
Trinity College, Cambridge. It was granted to an Englishman of the
name of Hickman, in the pontificate of Clement XII.

LIVING EXPERIENCE.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR SIR,-May grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied to you
and yours. I have long thought it a duty incumbent on me to write
a few lines as an encouragement to you in your labour of love, and
as an illustration of the words "Oast thy bread on the waters, and it
shall be found after many days;" also, "A man hath joy by the answer
of his mouth: and a word spoken in due season, how good is it."
Again, " Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of
understanding will draw it out." Now, if the Lord, the Spirit of grace,
will condescend to bring to my remembrance the blessed things He has
instructed me in and caused me to handle and taste of the Word of Life,
that portion of His blessed Word will in some small measure be fulfilled,
"All Thy, works shall praise Thee, 0 Lord, and Thy saints shall bless
Thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy
power."
A great many years ago, being then in Birmingham, I was told that
Mr. Doudney, the editor of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, was to preach at
St. George's, Edgbaston. I accordingly went, and I found the fulfilment
of the promise, "My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall
distil as the dew." In your discourse you made a solemn appeal to
your hearers whether or not they were satisfied with performing the round
of service, or if they were seeking for intercourse with the Lord of life
and glory, for the living children of God were convinced that there was
more than a form to be enjoyed; and many things were said to encourage
the seeking soul to wait for the Lord's visitations. You quoted these
words,
" Dost know the place, the spot of ground,
Where Jesus did thee meet P"
They found an echo in my heart. I said, Sure I do; I remembel' the
spot, now more than fifty years ago, when those words in Hab. were·
rendered a sweet help and comfort to me when seeking for a testimony
of my interest in the blessings of salvation: "For the vision is yet for'
an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie; though it
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry." I went.
home and tried to comfort my dear mother, who I knew was earnestly
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seeking for the same blessing. I said, "0 mother, hear what the Lord
hath said to encourage us to wait for Him," repeating the passage, and
others of a similar nature. She replied, "I perceive that the Lord has
granted you a favour, and, if He would graciously visit me, I could speak
as you." I coulcl remember, also, when my mouth was stopped in attemrting to pour out my heart at the throne of grace. I thought it a sign the
Lord was angry with me, and that I should be taken away in the state I
was in suddenly, which was a terror to me; but the following words were
spoken with such sweet power to my soul (the remembrance of it has at
this moment brought a flood of tears into my eyes, and a prayer that the
Lord would ever give me a grateful heart), Heb. ii. 14, 15. I was
delivered from my fears, and my hope so encouraged that I laid down
with sweet sweet composure. At another time I was in great bondage
through the fear of death; the word came with delivering power, " Thou
shalt not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord." But it was
many years before I could obtain the peace and satisfaction which my
soul panted after, and which I could hear some of the Lord's people
testify of, and some of the ministers would tell me of my safety if I
never attained more. But that did not satisfy me; my cry was, "Let Him
kiss me with the kisses of His mouth, and say unto my soul, I am thy
Salvation." I was sustained for years with some declaration or promise
from the Word, as, " Wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and He
shall strengthen thine heart; wait, I say, on the Lord ;" "It is good
that a man both hopes and quietly waits for the salvation of God." But
again, I should get into that disquieted state that I cried with the
Psalmist, "Make haste to help me, 0 Lord;" and, when brought very
low, and fears prevailed, I was sustained by some sweet portion of the
Word. On one occasion a gracious woman (as I thought) told me it had
been powerfully impressed on her mind that something calamitous would
befal me if I took my journey by the common conveyance, which was
the stage coach; but I was compelled to go to London; and, as I was
going to meet the coach early in the morning, my wife dropped some
words which increased my depression, till I was brought very low. But
the Lord kindly helped me by directly applying that precious promise
given to Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 15, "And, behold, I am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again
into this land; for I will not leave thee until I have done that which I
have spoken to thee of." It delivered me from my slavish fears, and I
was enabled to repose in the arms of Omnipotence, and I had a safe
and prosperous journey, and was ready to say, "Oh, that men would
praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men!" These visitations melt the heart in gratitude and
praise, and preserve one's spirit, and encourage one to wait at Wisdom's
gates for still greater m.anifestation. So I found it ; but the strength and
savour thereof was of too short duration, and a deep feeling sense of my
nature's defilement would soon cast me down very low, so that I was
compelled to cry, "Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Thy
name." And it was many years I had to wait; as the poet says" Beside the Gospel pool,
Appainted for the poor,

From year to year my helpless Boul
Has waited for a cUI'e,"

How often have I thought,
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" Why should I longer lie?
Surely the mercy I have sought is not for such as I?"

At length the time drew nigh for my deliverance; but it was
preceded with such a sense of my own vileness and utter unworthiness that it was evidently making inroads on my bodily health,
and broke my rest at nights, till my wife would ask me, "what
was the matter with me?" I felt only fit fuel for the fire; but
this was the prelude to it being proved I was" a brand plucked out
of the burning;" for early in the year 1834, whilst in my bedroom, those words came to me, "Arise, shine, for thy light is come,
and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee." The words followed me,
so tbat, I said, "Dear Lord, what reference can such a Scripture have
to my case? for I am still at an uncertainty respecting my interest in
'fhee." But at night it was sweetly explained.to me thus: I had to go
to the stable, to give my pony his supper; and such an uncommon
feeling of the love of God entered my very sonl, while I stood on the
pony's bed, that I said, "Can it be that I am a subject of Thy grace,
and an object of Thy love?" and the words came with power, "Yea, I
have loved thee." And I said, " Me, Lord;" and the words followed,
" Yea, I have loved thee." And by faith I beheld Christ suffering on
the cross beyond what I had ever experienced before, and His blood
more precious; so that I said, "Surely this is the atonement applied to
my conscience." And the words followed, "As far as the east is from the
west, so far have I removed th.ytransgressions from thee." Thus I found
the stable such a Bethel that I was loath to leave it; and having been
there a long time, and it being a very dark night, I feared that my wife
and mother would become alarmed; so I went up to the house in sweet
peace. But I said nothing to them about what had been passing in my
mind.
The following morning I begged of the Lord, if it were His gracious
will, that He would grant me a confirmation of what I had experienced
the previous evening. I took up my pocket Bible (as my custom was at
breakfast time), not knowing where to open, and my eyes were fixed on
the 11th chapter of Hosea, and the 3rd and 4th verses, "I taught
Ephraim also to go, taking them by their arms; but they knew not that
I healed them. I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of love;
and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I
laid meatuntothem,"wbichsoexactlyc1escribed whatI had experienced that
I was truly astonished. But I wanted toknowwhat commentators said about
Ephraim, and I asked my wife to look for the chapter and verses in her
mother's quarto Bible. If I had asked for something out of her work-box,
I should not have been surprised at her directly finding it; but she
opened at once upon the chapter and verses. There was nothing satisfactory there; so I requested her to open Brown's folio; and she opened
without any trouble upon the chapter and verses in that. We looked with
astonishment at each other; my eyes flowed with. tears, overcome with
the goodness and condescension of the Lord. Such was the peace a~d
joy that I felt it cannot be fully expressed; I was ready to say with the
Queen of Sheba, "the half had not been told me." The savour of these
things continued a long time, so that I could say, "Come, all ye that fear
God, and I will delare to you what He has done for my soul." Oh, how
sweet were many parts of the Word of God to me, espocially the 31st of
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.Jeremiah and Deuteronomy xxxiii. 23. I shall never forget singing that
sweet hymn of Kent's,
" Indulgent God, how kind
Are all Thy ways to me," &c. ;
and when I came to the verlje,
" A monument of grace,
A sinner saved by blood,
The streams of love I trace
Upon to the Fountain God,
And in His sacred bosom see
Eternal thoughts of love to me,"
I was so overcome in my feelings that it was a wonder I did not put a
stop to the choir proceeding, having to take a leading part myself. I
have since learned more of' Ephraim's character, and I have no stones to
throw at him, but am made heartily willing to subscribe to that truth
" By grace are ye saved, through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is
the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast." In relating
a little of the abundant goodness and mercy of the Lord to the most unworthy of all His children, I would not be the means of discouraging
the weaklings of His flock; but otherwise encourage them to wait for
the realizing of that blessing, "I will cause them that love me to
inherit substance, and I will fill their treasures."
If I have made any blunder in grammar or in spelling, you will put it
down to my age, being in my 78th year. I have experienced many
changes, but with thankful heart can say that" goodness and mercy
have followed me all my days;" and, although I have experienced a
reverse of circumstances, the Lord has blessed a stepson with a generous
heart, to whom his dear mother and myself are indebted for the comforts
we enjoy in our declining years. vVe both view it as a great mercy. Six
years last Good Friday he was rescued from a watery grave. Being
out a little way at sea with two other gentlemen, one of them changing
his seat caused the boat to upset. They were drowned; and he, by a
marvellous effort, succeeded in getting upon the keel of the boat, where
he held fast till rescued. Since then he has been raised up from malignant fever and small-pox. May the Lord abundantly bless him with
the upper as well as the nether spring's, is my heart's desire, and may
He, dear sir, be your Shield and exceeding great Reward, and keep you
steadfast in defence of His truth, in this trifling day of rebuke and
blasphemy. '0
[Deal' aged one, your epistle was as timely as it was welcome. In a
day which you well call" a day of rebuke and blasphemy," we meet
with very little of this old-fashioned and now all but obsolete kind of
thing. There is plenty of "work, work," and" talk, talk," but where,
alas! is the reality? How little is that great truth dwelt upon respecting which the Apostle congratulated his Thessalonian brethren: "For
Ollr Gospel came not to you in word only, but also in power and in the
IIuly Ghost, and in much assurance." Whence the" much assurance?"
It was the blessed fruit and effect of the power of the Holy Ghost attendzng
the W'm·d." Ah, deal' !brother, this is why the passages spoken to you
.. Ono of the stars in our town, followed by multitudes, dedares the Old Testament to
be a dead corpEe, and time it was buried.
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from time to time, as stated in your letter, not only caught the ear, and
touched the heart, but likewise to this day retains their hold. " Where
the word of a King is, there is power;" and these words spoken to you by
the King, leave their savour, and their dew, and their unction behind
them. Jacob never forgot Bethel. He had but few of such visits.
They were rare indeed; but the power attending the visit was such as
to throw a ray of light upon his whole pilgrim-work, dark as it was.
There was the remembrance of that wondrous night with its marvellous
revelations again and again springing up, reviving hope and renewing
expectations. And as then, beloved, so now. It is the Lord's own way
of teaching and training, guiding and guarding. "Thou shalt remember
all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in t~e
wilderness, to humble Thee, and to prove Thee, to know what was III
thine heal·t, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no."
The Lord, in mercy, give you sweet peace and a holy calm, in the closing
up of your lengthened earthly pilgrimage.
"Yet a season, and we know,
Happy entrance shall be given,

All your son-ows left below,
And earth exchang'd for heaven."

-ED.J
DIVINE SUPPORT IN DEOLINING YEARS;
OR, THE BELIEVER'S TESTIMONY AT FOURSCORE.
To the Editor of the G08pel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER,-Thank you for yours of 15th instant. You don't
speak of deliverance, but of comfort and support under your trouble,
which is no small thing. I hope you will let me know when and how
the Lord appears. "But out of them all the Lord delivered me," said
Paul. You ask me about my future prospect. I can only say, "having
obtained help of God, I continue unto this day," and,
" And after so much mercy past,
Will He let me sink at last?"
David's words suit me well, "Oast me not off in the time of old age, when
my strength faileth me;" and again, "Now that I am old and greyheaded, 0 God, forsake me not." The prospect of going home seems
very precious, and I often long for it, to get out of a worH of woe and a
body of sin and death, though the Lord has wonderfully provided for
me, and I may say given me all things richly to enjoy. Farewell, dear
brother, the Lord deliver you out of all your troubles. "He shall deliver
thee in six troubles; yea, in seven there shall no evil touch thee." -Yours
in the Lord, affectionately,
J. A. WALLINGER.
[The foregoing letter from our beloved and venerable brother, the
ALLINGER, will, we dQubt not, be read with much interest by
Rev. J. A.
our aged readers, especially as his testimony concerning his present state
of mind, under the feeling of declining years and the prospect of the
near approach of eternity is precisely our own. The passage he quotes
is one which we so continually plead before the Lord, on our own behalf: "Now that I am old and grey-headed, 0 God, forsake me not."
With respect to the trial of which our dear brother speaks, we can only
say that when at first, in the most unlooked-for way, it came upon us, we
thought it would completely crush us. We feIt as though we never
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could stand before the congregation and lift up our voice in our Master's
name again. Instead of which, with the exception of when our life was
threatened in Ireland, we never remember to have stood so "strong in
the Lord, and in the power of His might," as we have been privileged
to do under this trial. Not only would we not have turned a straw to
have it removed, but the sweetness, the power, the preciousness of the
Lord's presence and support has been such that we would not have been
without the trial-no, not for any consideration whatever. His loving,
gracious, tender dealings have been such that we have been abundantly
recompensed. And so faithful and so gracious is our God that a dear
friend and fellow-labourer, in connexion with the self-same trial, has
had the like indulgence; so that neither of us would have matters
altered or "accept deliverance" prematurely, or in any way but in the
Lord's time and in the Lord's own blessed manner. It has been a
time of sweet and precious confidence in God-a season of real revival
-moments of near and dear access to the throne, and reclining upon the
precious bosom of a thrice-precious Lord. Dear reader, when placed in
the circumstances in Ireland to which we just now adverted, we were indulged with an insight into the feelings and experiences of the Lord's
martyred ones, which but for our then positi'ln we could not have personally and practically understood. Under our present trial we have had
further insight into that sweet, calm, blessed reposing upon God which
His servants have roalized before their accusers, in prison, and at
the stake !-ED.]
CHEERING WORDS FROM A BELOVED AFFLICTED SISTER.
To G. H.
DEARLY BELOVED BROTHER,-Remembering that the 12th will be your
natal day, I must send you a line of affectionate greeting. I sincerely
wish you a happy birthday, a day of much blessing from the presence
of the Lord, sweet face to face and heart to heart intel'views with Hinl,
whom, having not seen, you love; for I know that to see His face, to
hear His voice, to know His love, is all your choice and all your desire,
and the desire of every living soul.

%
~~
........
•
*
*
-»
It seems long since we exchanged a thought, beloved brother. It
would not have been so long had I been able to use a pen freely; but I
did not forget you and your dear wife, both of whom, though never seen
in the flesh, are very dear in the Lord. I have had a long six months'
illness, dear friend. On New Year's Day I went into town, got wet, a
cold and severe influenza, and since then have been exceedingly ill,
suffering from excessive weakness and weak action of heart, which
brought me to the brink of the river, there to lie looking over, and
expecting from day to day that the Lord would take me across. It was
a very solemn time, beloved, and led to great searchings of heart; but
again and again, when in feeling there was but a step between me and
death, the Lord hushed all my fears so tenderly, and soothed me so
gently, that I could only lie back in His loving arms and rest in His
love. Oh, beloved, 'twill be nothing to meet death. Jesus has taken
out the sting. It Victory!" will be your shout and mine through grace.
I always had a sort of undefined cold chill at the matter of meeting it
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till then; but, oh 1 'twas worth my being so very ill to learn that esus'
presence can make the cold waters of Jordan a pleasant mode of taking
His beloved ones across to His bosom. I am now beginning to improve
in health through the Lord's goodness. .;, ;, ;.' % I am not equal to
much exertion; the least thing gives me a relapse; therefore I have to be
most careful, and actually be a mere cumberer of the ground. Please
give my very affectionate Ohristian love to Mrs. H--, and accept it
also yourself.-From your affectionate sister in the sweet bonds of the
Gospel,
lJublin, July 10th, 1874.
O. M. B.
[The J... ord be praised for His loving-kindness toward you, beloved
siBter. You are not, nor never will be, "a cumberer of the ground."
Such a testimony as yours concerning the gracious acts of J ehovahJesus toward you when laid so very low is very precious, heart-cheering,
and encouraging to us, and will be, no doubt, to many that read it.
. And what is that but fruit-bearing to the praise and glory of God? How
true it is that "Jesus still can wonders do." May He raise you up and
bless you more and more, till, through His mercy, grace, and love, we
meet in Emmanuel's land. Then, with a loud voice, we, with all we love
in Ohrist below, shall" crown Him Lord of al1."-G. H.]
MISSIONARY LABOURS.
, To t7~e Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-The following extract from a letter received this month
corroborates but too strongly the remarks of your correspondent last
month upon the important subject of missionary efforts. The husbaud of
the writer of this letter was sent out to India some years ago by the
Ohurch Missionary Society as an evangelical clergyman. His religious
labours there at the present time are described by his wife in these
words : "The country is looking very lovely just now; the mins have set in
thoroughly, and the grass is green and bright. Our souls have been
humbled and yet refreshed by the visit of a holy man of God, the Rev.
Father - - . On Sunday morning, M. M--, vested in alb, girdle, chausible, and green stole, celebrated the Holy Eucharist, assisted by his friend,
who gave us a sermon on the blessed sacrament as a sacrifice. There
were 77 present, but only about 30 communicated. M. M-- had choral
evensong psalms chaunted to Furcell, changing into a minor key for
"BYlthe waters of Babylon," and back again into the major for Ps. cxxxviii.
He had a processional hymn, "Onward, Ohristian," with one of the choir
bearing the cross aloft and standing with it at the entrance to the chancel
until the hymn was finished. There were 126 present, and we were able
to give Father - - an offertory of 108 rupees for the Mission.
Monday being the festival of St. PGter, Father - - celebrated, attired
in amice, alb, and girdle, cbausible and red stole; the altar also was
vested in red. M. M--- assisted in surplice only. Father - - gave
instruction on the blessed sacrament as a feast.;;'
After breakfast they went to see the Roman Oatholic church and convent
.. Father Ignatiu8 some time ago, preaching in London, diverge.d a little from the usual
routine of Ritualistic discour"es. Explaining why t.he diseased wOlllnn was bealed· by
touching tho hem of our Lord', garme'lt, he sa:d, "tlte ,.irtue lfly iu tI,e !Jan"eu! bei';!J
hemmed by tlw Virgin l1[a)"!J."
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and the natiye Ohristian village belonging to the O.M.S. At 6.30 p.m.
M. M-- saId evensong, and Father - - preached a touching SermQll
on the penitence of Peter."
~his is a. speci~en of evangelical Protestantism (so callfld) which is
~akmg root In Ind~a, and which Protestants in England, by money and
mfluence, are helpmg to spread.
A LovER OF TRUTll.
Yours in the one faith,
"PAROOHIAL CALLS."
"As a matter of fact," says a contemporary, " , parochial calls' amount
to a~out this. The rector goes on his rounds and rings the door bell. He is
~dmltt~d. The master of the house is at his office, manufactory, or shop.
The chIldren are at school. There are the womenkind only at home.
They are busy in household duties. The rector is shown into the drawing-room, or parlour, where he may kick his heels till the lady has put
a!lide whatever she is busied with and has arranged her toilet. She
makes her appearance with a polite smile and an equally polite apology.
The rector speaks of the weather, asks after the children, enquires why
Mr. Blank was not at church last Sunday, perhaps, or why Oharles was
not at Sunday-school, exhausts these topics, and, recollecting that 'he
has quite a number of calls to make this morning,' bows and goes out to
repeat the same experience on another door bell and in another parlour.
"This, with variations, is 'a parochial call,' a formal observance of
politeness, a thing expected of the clergyman. It would be considered
a pure waste of time in any other man. In the case of any grown man
in the community this sort of thing, carried on for hours each week,
would be sure to prove him an idler or an imbecile. He would be
laughed at as a mere trifler, should he occupy his own time and that of
others with such an impertinence as this.
.
" We ask, is it time well spent in the case of the clergyman ? We
put the thing most favourably. Where he is detained and bored with
idle gossip, or idle complaint, the thing is so much the worse. And this
last is not a rare experience. But, putting the matter in the most favourable light, is this sort of thing exactly what the rector was commissioned
for?
"The' parochial call' of olden time, of which the modern is but the
caricature, when the pastor visited the household as pastor, to meet all
the members, to catechise the children, to hold family worship with the
family, to inquire about the religious life of the household, and give
religious counsel and arlvice, this sort of 'parochial call' was a reality.
It was a thing the family looked forward to and backward to. It was a
part of its training in religiousness. The modern 'call' is merely a
fashionable observance, another contrivance to fritter away time."
REFORMATION BISHOPS ARE WANTED NOW.
WE want bishops of the stamp of Ridley and Hooper, who made it an
inj unction to their clergy that, in time of communion, none of them should
" counterfeit the Popish Mass."
We want bishops of the stamp of Jewel, who says that the disciples of
Ohrist received the power of the keys, "not that they might hear the
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private confessions of the people, and catch their whispering murmurs,
as the popish priests everywhere do, but that they might go and preach
and publish the Gospel.
We want bishops of the stamp of Archbishop Grindal, who made ~t an
injunction to his province, "That all vestments, albes, stoles, tumchs,
pixes, paxes, hand-bells, sacring-bells, censors, chrismatories, crosses,
candlesticks, holy water, stocks or fat images, and all other relics and
monuments of superstition and idolatry, be utterly defaced, broken, and
destroyed" (Grindal's Works, Parker Society, p. 135).
We want bishops of the stamp of Pilkington, of Durham, who says,
comparing himself and his popish predecessor, "In Durham I ~rl;tnt
that the bishop that now is and his predecessor were not of one rehglOn
in divers points, nor made bishops after one fashion. This present one
has neither crook nor mitre, and never swore against his prince allegiance
to the Pope; he has neither power to christen bells, nor hallow chalices
and super-altars as the other had, and with gladness praises God .that
keeps him from such filthiness" (Pi1kington' s Works, Parker SOC16ty,
p.584).
Can any man in his senses doubt what bishops of this stamp would do
with Ritualism, if they lived in the present day? They would either put
law in force and stop Ritualism with a high hand, or else, if law was not
strong enough, as we are now told is the case, they would goo to the
Crown in a body, and crave license to reform our Rubrics, that Ritualism
might be made impossible, and that Ritualists might either recant or go
to their own place.. The last words of the martyred Tynda1e were these:
"Lord, open the eyes of the King of England." I venture to suggest
another prayer as very needful for these times: "Lord, open the eyes
of many of the bishops of the Ohurch of England" (Canon Ryle in
1866).

Little Sufferers and Little Workers; or, Stories about Medical Missions. By
A. R BUTLER. Bristol: W. Mack, Park Street. London: Book
Society, Paternoster Row.
A PRECIOUS little book about dear little sufferers and kind little workers.
It cannot but be read with interest, and will, we doubt not, touch many
a little one's heart, causing it to throb with desire and corresponding
effort to do something for the sick and sorrowful.
Tl~e Lifeboat; or, Journal of the National Lifeboat Institution.
THE above is published quarterly, and the part for August contains a
number of striking examples of the timely aid rendered by the lifeboats
stationed in various parts of our coast, in rescuing the crews of vessels
in peril, or such as have become hopelessly wrecked.

Little Servants: How to Help them. By C. S. Bristol: W. Mack, Park
Street. London: Book Society, Paternoster Row.
A VALUABLE little work, most suggestive for district visiting and for
Mother's Meetings. All interested in the poor should possess themselves
of this book.

