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" Who comforteth us in 0.11 our tribulation. tho.t we may be able to comfort them which aro in any
trouble. by tho comfor', wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."-2 COR. i.,t.

ANYTHING AND ANYWHERE WITH JESUS!
" His presence clears the darkest skies,
And i!'ives us day for night;
Makes drops of sacred sorrow rise
To rivers of delight."

.
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" Whom have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none ttpon earth that
I desire in comparison of Thee," ~c.-Psa. lxxiii. 25 (Prayer Book
version).
How thoroughly convinced are we, that no place, position, or circumstances can satisfy a child of God, if so be he cannot realize the
presence of his Lord! Let him think or say what he may about
himself or his condition-mourn over his deathliness or shortcomings
as he may-" write bitter things against himself" as he does-ready
as he may be to conclude that he hath neither part nor lot in the
matter: still, after all, if he could but see it, there is a certain
inward, irresistible longing and craving after Jesus, the which nothing
can suppress, nor aught short of Jesus satisfy! Yea, in all positions,
all states, all attainments, all surroundings, there is a blank-a voida dissatisfaction, which Jesus, and Jesus only, can meet and make up.
Amid his sighs and cries-his groans and tears-how the dear
child of God overlooks the fact, that he could no more of himself or
by himself create one of those cravings for Jesus, or possess himself
of that dissatisfaction with anything and everything short of Jesus,
than he could create a world. Oh, how true are the words of the
blessed Hart :" Those inward desires-those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires, and bids thee still seek."

We had nearly said, it becomes almost a necessity that the Lord
should at times leave His child, as to manifestation, in order that he
should be the more forcibly reminded of his former condition, when, as
a poor dead sinner, he had not one particle of desire after God, or the
things of God. Aye, when even the veriest attempt to, pray seemed
L L
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to be the merest mo.ckery! If there even were the form, or the
custom, or the habit of so called prayer, it was so heartless a thing
that tended more to add to his condemnation than otherwise.
If, therefore, in' any way or by any means brought to a vivid
recollection of these things, how by comparison does a living, Spirittaught soul discover the utter impossibility to awaken in himself
longings after Jesus. If left for a season to contend with coldness,
deadness, hardness, indifference; if he feels afresh the power of sin,
the struggles for dominion, the uprising of thoughts and feelings and
desires which had appeared to be dead, or to have lost their control,
but now prove to have only lain dormant, how does he discover what
a debtor to divine love and mercy he has been for having had
infused into him and kept alive that spark of life so sovereignly and
so graciously enkindled.
In the common order of things and in every-day experience, he
is prone to overlook these facts. In his earnest desire to attain to a
standing, or to reach a standard of knowledge or experience with
respect to which he feels he falls short, how a child of God fails to
see and acknowledge what the Lord has already done for him.
H€lnce the being reminded, in any way or by whatever means, of the
rock whence he was hewn, or the hole of the pit whence he was
digged, is a mercy, the more especially if, as we have endeavoured to
show, it proves by comparison where he was, what he was, and what
God has done for him.
Dear reader, have you no remembrance of a state when you would
have given anything you possessed for one loving craving or longing
desire after God and the things of God? Instead of which you felt
yourself to be as it were a lifeless lump of sin and putrefaction. A beast
or a brute best bespoke your condition. Christ, precious as He is to
His people-yea, " the chiefest among ten thousand and the altogether
lovely "-was indeed to you, as "a root out of a dry ground, without
form or comeliness, that you should desire Him."
Worse still, after having proved Him to be this, in ymw own happy
and hearifelt experience; yea, to have exclaimed and that in the
fulness and sincerity of your heart ;" Yes, Thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust;
Jewels to Thee are gaudy toys,
And gold is sordid dust; "

-after this, we repeat, to fall into a state and condition, in which
you neither see nor feel anything in Jesus to draw or attract! No
longings, no cravings, Christward or heavenward! To discover no
more spiritual life or light in you than in the spiritually dead around
you. To feel that you have conie into the condition of " the dog that
has turned to his own vomit again, or the sow that was washed to
her wallowing in the mire."
Ah, reader, what a state is this; and into this condition a poor
lIoul will assuredly fall, if left of God. Then, we contend, how
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Ll Bed are those trials, and h w ho. py and how merciful tho
1 il maiutaining the life once l'l0
d; nd h w anxious are we tho.
tho Lord's dear Spirit-quickened and i:'i -1 d ones should see mol'
learly, and appreciate more fully, h
' wonderful goodness an
mercy in regard to what He has aIr 0.
wed upon them; yea,
that they should more clearly app' h n 1 hn.t the longing and the
f life, but the blessed
craving after Jesus, is not only th vi<1 n
fruit and effect of it. Was the rid aliv or not, we ask-was she
loving and longing, when she e laim d, "r 11 me, 0 thou whom
my soulloveth, where thou feedest, wh r Thou makest Thy flock to
rest at noon; for why should I b 0. one that turneth aside by the
flocks of Thy companions? " (Sol. ong i. 7).
At the moment of writing, a as oomes to our recollection with
which, at the time, we were. greatly struok. It will show, if the Lord
is pleased to apply it, that state of death and utter helplessness to
perform a single spiritual act of whioh we speak.
Some years ago we sought an interview with a sick parishioner.
We had been informed that he had sceptical views, and that, in all
probability, we should find a diffioulty in getting access to him.
However, we succeeded in seeing him; and, in replying to some of
our remarks, he said, " You bring to mind what I heard fifty years
ago, from suob a person, at such a place," alluding to a far-distant
spot. We then spoke of the shortness of life, and of how soon we
should be gone! He replied that lu> sometimes thought of that!
At length we said, " Yours is a peculiar oase, you see, but don't feel."
He at once, and, without any hesitation whatever, acknowledged that
suoh was the fact; and added, " But what can I do ? "
We never remember the mind being more solemnized, in visiting
the sick and aged, than upon that occasion. We left with a sorrowful heart, never (as we conjectured would be the case) being
admitted to his sick chamber again.
Another case comes to our recollection. We were summoned to
a sick and dying bed by the Doctor who was in attendance. He
informed us at the same time how his patient could not live two
hours! Upon entering the sick-room, we saw at once the occupant
was a dying man. VIe addressed him as such. He perfectly understood what we said, stating that he had heard the same thing a few
days before. "Perhaps you will call again to-morrow," he said,
evidently wishing us to leave. "You will not be here to-morrow,"
we replied; "the Doctor says you will not be here two hours! Is
not that the case, Doctor? " we added, appealing to him, as he stood
on the other" side of the bed. " It is," said he; and, addressing
himself to the dying man, said, "You had better attend to what Mr.
D-- says." Not heeding this, he said, "Where's my wife?"
" Downstairs, in the shop," was the reply. She was at once called
up. "1'he Doctor says I can't live two hours. You may as well
stay with me; then, turning to ourselves, he added, "I am very
In ans, which are made instrum n
El vereignly and graciously impar
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much obliged to you, Mr. D--; if I were better, I would attend
to you, but I am dying;" as much as to say, "therefore I can't
listen to you." A few minutes afterwards, one in the room came to
us and said, "There are some little family matters to be settled,"
and intimated that, under the circumstances, perhaps we should have
no objection to withdraw. Having attempted to say a few words in
prayer, but at the same time the very heavens seemed like brass, we
did withdraw, but with a heaviness of heart and a solemnity of spirit
no words can describe. In a little more than an hour we returned to
the house, but the olosed shutters apprized us that the spirit of that
hapless old man had fled, and that he had been called home to his
great account.
Reader, whilst, on the one hand, we would say, let us beware of
trifling with convictions, on the other hand, we would add, may such
facts help to show the dear child of God of what mercy he has been
made the partaker, in being quickened by the Holy Ghost to a sight
and sense of sinnership, and correspondingly to look to, hope in, and
rest alone upon, Jesus, as the sinner's only Uefuge and Itedeemer ;
sure we are that this is a mercy, and a blessing and privilege, which
cannot be too deeply felt nor too highly estimated. And, in acknowledging this mercy as the Lord the Spirit's own work, we shall
the more highly honour Him, and find the readier access to crave
still further blessing at His hand.
Oh, who hath made any poor soul to differ? How is it, reader,
that you and ourselves are not left in that heathenish blindness, and
worse than Egyptian slavery to sin, Satan, and the world in which,
by nature, we were found?
Nor let us overlook the fact, how much the trials and sorrows and
temptations with which we have been called to meet have, under God,
tended to further the work He, and He only, so mercifully began, an4
to this day, amid fears within and fightings without, has carried on.
Assuredly, the more we know of ourselves-the more we compare
our lot with that of- others, the more clearly shall we see that there
was an indispensable necessity for every crook and every cross we
have been called to bear in life's journey. Personally, we question
if ever we saw this so fully as we do now. The longer we live, and
the more we consider the Lord's leadings and dealings, the more
thorough are our convictions on these grounds. Not a feather's
weight of trial could have been dispensed with. We can, with the
utmost truth, declare of each trial and of every affiiction, that
" All was most needful,
Not one was in vain."

And here we wish to remind our elder readers more especially
that the same needs-be for trial of some sort exists, in order to the
maintenance and the nourishment of the life first given, and to the
present moment sustained.
Our old Adam nature is in no wise improved, nor is it absolutely
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(/I'rrrl, although (blessed be God I) it has received its death-warl'al/ .
r have we, in ourselves or of our Iv 8, one iota more power now

thuu at the dawn of our spirituo.l xi t n ,to cherish or maintain th
life given. Poor fallen and corrupt nl\tur annot rise above its own
level, and low and depraved enou h tha I v I is. Hence the longing
and the pantings and the breatliing o.ft l' hrist must come and
do come from a totaUy different s uro, v n the indwelling Spirit,
which lives and moves in total distinotiveness from our first or fallen
Adam nature.
And, notwithstanding the" sentenoe (or answer) of death" within,
how great the mercy, beloved, to have in any measure or degree
those looks and longings-those pantings and breathings-after Jesus!
To feel that Himself-and none but Himself-can meet the case,
fill the blank, stop the gap, satiate the soul! To realize that the
world, and all its pleasures and pursuits, is but an empty void! a
nothing! a worse than worthless thing!
And more, notwithstanding all that is felt within-the perverseness, the carnality, the corruption, the defilement, the hardness, the
stoicism, the deathliness, to feel, at the same time, a something within
likewise that, in spite of all, can say, as Peter said, "Lord, to whom
can we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life?" and, "Lord,
Thou knowest all things, Thou lmowest that I love Thee."
St. James' Vicarage, Oarlisle,
THE EDITOR.
Jnly 25, 1876.
POSTSCRIPT,-It is the very extreme of folly to attempt to reasou
or argue a truly spiritual hungry and thirsty soul into a belief, or
a laying hold of certain truths. They may be most appropriate to
their condition, and exactly adapted to their wants and necessities;
but it is God the Holy Ghost alone that can APPJ,Y them. He, and
He only. can put power and dignity and virtue into them. The
souls of the Lord's poor and needy ones cannot-dare not-help
themselves to the promises of God's Word, precious as those promises
are. A Spirit-quickened sinner trembles to do so. He is fearful of
presuming. He is afraid of being deceived, and well he may be,
because he knows full well that Satan may "transform himself into
an angel of light." Hence he would sooner remain in his present
low and depressed condition, until the Lord Himself drops His own
word with living power and divine unction into his waiting heart.
Then that word proves a teaching, soothing word indeed. It binds
up the broken in heart.
Nothing can compensate for or stand in the place of this pOWC1'!
It is the power of the Holy Ghost, exercised as and when and where
He will.
There is. moreover, another secret known only by the Spirittaught; it is this. They cannot revive or renew that power, even
though it may have been felt again and again and again. This
promise or that word may have been applied in the most timely and
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suitable way. The savour of the application may have long rested
like the refreshing dew upon the soul, reviving the heart and
soothing the spirit in a manner and to a degree that baffles human
language; but when another cloud arises, or a dark and mysterious
Providence, or Jesus, as to manifestation and sweet and blessed COIDmunion, withdraws Himself; alas! alas! there is no comfort, no
dew, no peace left, except in remembrance, and that remembrance
clouded with fear of having been deceived, doubts as to the reality, and
apprehensions as to whether there shall ever be a revival or renewal.
What, then, is the condition of the soul, under these circumstances?
'It is a waiting, watching position. Deeply sensible of creature helplessness, and equally conscious of utter unworthiness, there is t\
"looking again to the hills whence cometh its help," and waiting for
the precious fulfilment of the promise, "I will see you again, and
your heart shall rejoice; and your joy no man taketh from you," It
is the voice of the Beloved alone that can meet the case. It is the
"It is I-be not afraid," which can soothe the troubled soul, assuage
the grief, satisfy the longing and the craving.
Then comes the sweet opening of the Word, and the renewing of
the mercy: "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me." Yes, verily, "they know His voice!" It is the voice
of their Beloved-the old, old, oft-spoken voice, heard i.n the innermost soul, over and above all the din of the battle, the roar of the
tempest, or the breaking of the billows upon the rocky shore. The
" It is I! "-the "Peace, be still! "-the "Fear not, worm J acob! ,.
'or the "Oh, thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?" comes
,soothingly, sweetly, most preciously, independently of all surroundings, reviving, renewing, assuring, strengthening, in a moment and
to an extent that infinitely exceeds and transcends all the persuasions
or arguments or reasonings of the creature. Aye, and the power and
the preciousness are such, that no efforts on our part at reading or
remembering or striving of ourselves or by ourselves to take comfort,
'can for a moment vie with. The flesh either in one's self' or one's
fellow is put into the back-ground, silenced in the twinkling of an
:eye, by the voice-so home and so heart-spoken-of Him who spake
'as never man spake.
Reader, do you know these things in happy and heartfelt experi'ence? Are these verities engraven, as it were-yea, cut deeply-into
your very sonl ? Is it for Jesus you are looking? for Him are you
waiting? Is it His voice you would hear? His dear face you
would see? And does all short of His words and His work prove,
in very deed, a blank?
Oh, what a mercy is such knowledge-such discernment-as this!
And blessed are the means, however painful or mortifying to the flesh,
that lead to such happy results.
St. Luke's, Bedminster, Aug. 4, 1876.
THE EDITOR.
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THE E:FFECT OF THI!.: KING'S MOWINGS.
"Tlw shoot£ng up of the latter .!Jrowth
it was tIle latter growth
after the 1c£ng's mow£ngs."-AMOS vii. 1.
IT is only necessary for us briefly to refer to the historical fact which
gives occasion for this expression which has dropped with power upon
one's heart-" The King's Mowings."
The prophet Amos protests against the sins of Israel, expostulating
strongly with them upon the practice of idolatry to which they werf:l specially prone. He foretells their captivity and dispersion in consequence,
but concludes his prophecy with reference to the setting up of Ohrist's
kingdom, the bringing in of the Gentiles, and the final triumph of the
Ohm·ch.
Himself a herdsman, he frequently borrows from the rural scenes
which must have been familiar to him, and in the passage before us
the Lord in a vision makes use also of an illustration drawn from rustic
life. He showed him how He had created grasshoppers or locusts which
threatened to destroy the after grass which was springing up, an emblem,
it is thought, of the Assyrian army who were ready to devour the land of
Israel; which the Lord, in answer to the prophet's earnest cry, and in
accordance with His own sovereign will, prevented.
Now, the "the king's mowings" here, and the shooting up of the
latter growth, are highly suggestive of truths in connection with the
discipline of divine life, which it is laid upon our heart to trace out,
with the hope that comfort may be brought to the child of God, and glory
to the name of the King of kings; for it is He who cuts down, that the
latter growth and after shoots may be stronger and more enduring; or, to
put it in Scripture language, "The Lord killeth, and maketh alive; He
bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up; The Lord maketh poor, and
maketh rich; He bringeth low, and lifteth up. He raiseth up the poor out
of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among
princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for the pillars of
the earth are the I~ord's, and He hath set the world upon them." And
mark, whatever He does in the way of discipline or otherwise, "He will
keep the feet of His saints." Yes, this reminds us that with our God,
His mowings are often in love. True, the historical case referred to,
was in wrath; but oh, does He not cut down with a tender, loving hand
much that is superfluous and would hinder our growth in grace? Does
ITo not prune that His own creation may bring forth more fl'uit ?
Now, it is His love 1now£ngs and their effects that we want especially to
rofer to, and the chief thought that fills our mind, at this time is that the
king's mowings will bring the child of God to a simple, yet firmer
CLINGING AND CLIMBING.

Clinging to the Lord is a cert,ain proof of life divine, and perhaps it will
be as well to refer to those early mowings on the part of our King, that
produce those tender shoots which show there is life, for in the fourth
chapter of Zechariah, tenth verse, the Lord asks, "Who hath despised
the day of small things?" He is here literally referring to the building
of the second Temple, which was contemptible in the eyes of the enemies
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of Judah, and, indeed, little in the eyes of the Jews themselves compared
to the greatness and grandeur of the first Temple. But in the Lord's
sight it was not mean and contemptible, neither are the little outgoings
and uprisings of faith that issue from the changed heart of the feeblest
of His saints contemptible or disregarded by Him. He does not despise
the day of small t.hings.
Did you ever notice, dear reader, and we throw out the hint for your
comfort, that there are at all events three things mentioned in God's
Word that He will not despise, things that will suit the condition and
feelings of poor needy sinners? The first thing He will not despise is, {t
broken and contrite heart. " The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a
broken and a contrite heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise" (Psa. li. 17).
And then He will not despise the praye1' of IIis felt destitute ones. "Re
will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer"
(Psa. cii. 17). And then the persons of his littl@ and least ones are not
despised by Him. "Take heed that ye despise not one of these little
ones" (Matt. xviii. 10). It is evident then that the Lord does not despiso
the day of small things.
Now, here is consolation for the weakest believer. Are you conscious of a simple clinging 10 Christ as your only hope? You would not
do so if the root-hold were not right, and if the root-hold is right all must
be well; and this we shall see if we look a little further at the shootings
up of grace, after the King's mowings. 'Ve have said that this clinging
to the Lord is a blessed evidence of the new life. Listen again, feeble as
you may feel, the Lord will, as David sweetly puts it, "perfect that
which concerneth me. Thy mercy endnreth for ever; forsake not the
work of Thine hands." Ah! does not the very desire that the Lord will
perfect a work, show that the work is begun? for we could not have a
work perfected that did not exist. Come then, feeble and tender child of
God, almost afraid to put in your claim to belong to the family, here is
consolation for you. Is this thy cry, "Perfect that which concerneth
me"? Take it as a token and testimony that grace is in thine heart, and
depend upon it the Lord will perfect the work of His own hands. " Ye
are His workmanship, created in Jesus Christ."
Then, if the root-hold is right, the growth will be right; it may not be
fast, but rather a clinging inch by inch, slowly but surely; "For precept
must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon
line; here a little, and there a little" (Isa. xxviii. 10). There are some
kinds of plants that run up high, there are others that creep and cling,
laying hold of ono support and another, yet by such means climbing
higher and higher. Dear reader, is it so with you in grace? Are you among
the Lord's creeping and clinging ones? There is a danger of those tall
ones, which have run up so quickly, breaking and falling before a sudden
gust of adversity; but the creeper, if blown about, clings more closely to its
hold, and becomes stronger for the disturbance. Is it not so with us?
Are we not conscious that this trial, and the other adversity, have made
us cling more closely to our never failing hold, the Lord Jesus Christ?
Again, mark that the Lord's clinging ones will not be able to say much
before men, much less boast of their faith and zeal. The outward demonstration is not congenial with their feelings, and they will not be found
at the so-called experience meetings of the day, giving glowing accounts of
the work of grace in their souls. And while upon this point, I must say
that thel'o is one thing noticeable about the movements of the rovivalists
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of the present day which I do think is not to be encouraged. I am sure
I would be the last in the world to gainsay any work that is for the good
of immortal souls, but the matter upon my mind is this: After a meeting
has been held, those who have believed in Ohrist-or as it is familiarly
put, "found Ohrist "-are asked to stand up and give testimony to the
same. One here and another there will do so, while the majority will
remain silent. Then this silence will be pretty generally attributed to
Satan's hinderance, and to his destruction of the good seed. I do not
believe anything of the kind. To my mind, deep waters Me silent;
and while I would not for a moment say those who do stand up are
hypocrites, I must say that I think the real child of God will be the very
one to shrink from publicity, and will in secret prefer to appeal to the Lord,
with a "Lord, Tlwu knowost," rather than to man, with a "Man, thou seest."
The confessional may be introduced in our midst in more ways than one.
Then, again, with regard to growing inch by incl!, it seems with
some of us that we are so full of the cares of this life that we scare:ely
grow at all in divine things, and yet the Lord does not command us to
cloister ourselves away from the cares of every-day life, in order that we
may grow in grace; but it is just in that life, and in the midst of the
apportioned and appointed lot, that Ho does bless; and in no other school
could we learn such lessons as we do amidst earthly care. And e-ven
suppose we can gain seasons of quiet meditation, such seasons are only
precious as the Lord makes them so, and we can no more shut out Satan
and the uprisings of the old man in the closet, than we can in the marketplace or elsewhere in the haunts of busy life. The writer, for one, must
bear testimony to the fact, that his best moments are his busiest moments,
and the Lord blesses amidst life's toil, and the very clinging to Him is
increased by the increase of felt need. And this is so if we look further
at the child of God's
GhnfJinfJ in times of temptation. The Ohristian quails when he hears
of the notion that their is no such a being as Satan. He has felt
too much of his presence and power to join in such a false belief, and
he knows too well that" the synagogue of Satan" is no concourse of dead
agents, but living and lively ones always at work in theirmastel"s service.
But let me remind you of one thing, dear reader, for your comfort, however much you may feel the power and presence of Satan, his power is
limited. As in the case of Job, the Lord said unto Satan, "Behold all
that he hath is in thy power, only upon himself put not forth thy hand."
The same also in the case of Peter: the Lord said, "Simon, Satan hath
desired to have thee, that he may sift thee as wheat; but I have prayed
for thee that thy faith fail not." So, again, in the case of the Ohurch in
Smyrna: the angel, referring to the temptation and tribulation to which the
Lord's people were subjected, bade them fear none of the things they
should suffer, telling them that the devil should cast some of them into
prison that they might be tried, but that they should have tribulation ten
days. Now, whatever difference of opinion may exist as to what is the
meaning of this expression "ten days," it is quite evident that it implies
It limited period, and brings out the fact that Satan's power is a limited
power; and notice, dear reader, for your comfort, that which follows this
assertion: "Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of
life," or, as it may be rendered, which is very sweet to my soul, "life for
a Iffown!" Oh, are there not joy moments in om' lives, when we look with
the eye of faith upwards and think of that eternal life with Jesus, we
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shall presently realize! and when we do so, how little do the things
of time look. "Beggarly elements," indeed, thElY appear in the sunlight
of the beautiful elements of the upper world.
Hast thou, Christian reader, a crushed heart here? Yonder thou shalt
. have a crowned head. Hast thou toil and trouble here? There the weary
are at rest. Hast thou conflict here with many foes? There thou shalt have
peace for ever with many friends. Hast thou things here that make the
heart ache and the head ache? There no pain will ever be realized. Do
you know what it is here to experience often, "gloom at heart. ?" There
it will be perpetual sunshine in the presence of Jesus. In a word,
beloved, here many crosses, there "life for a crown." What an exchange!
How blissful the anticipation! Oh, what a mercy to have a hope beyo.n d
the grave. and. an assurance that when life is over we shall reign wIth
J csus for ever.
Then, agam, tne Lord's helpless ones w~Jl be found clinging to Him in
times of danger. At til~ sOl1lJd or alarrr::, the woddling knows not where
to :fly to, hut the Christian CR.n say. "I wiillitt up mine eyes unto th.e
hills, from whence cometh my help. Thn Lord is my Keeper: the Lord IS
my shade upon my right hand. The Lord wiJi presGve me fr0ID all evil;
He will preserve my soul." And the child of God clings to such
promises as these, which become peculiarly precious to him in times of
danger and alarm. And how especially is this the case when some
startling pain of the body in a vital part reminds us of that truth" Strange that a harp of thousand strings
Should keep in tDne so long;"
and that in a moment the brittle thread of life may be cut: then how
simply but earnestly the cry goes up, "Jesus, help," and how our all is
contained in that precious name "Jcsus!" What is controversy to us
then? What are the sentiments of men concerning this creed or the other
doctrine? Our creed; doctrine, and all is wrapt up in Him. The same also
when Satrzn assaztlts tile soul. Oh, the clinging to Jesus then! Ah! dear
reader, there are few if any of the Lord's people who do not know what
seasons of special temptations are.
Satan has assailed them fiercely,
watched for a weak moment to thrust sorely at them, and verily he would
prevail, but the LOl'd has heard the cry of His distressed one, and felt the
grasp of His timid child, and He has helped and delivered in the time of
need. N eyer will the writer forget one such season passed through lately.
It is therefore that he does not write of that which he has not realized.
Oh, if there should be a child of God reading our words who has
realized similar times of temptation, let me assure such, our clinging to
the Lord alone will not be in vain-He will help, He will deliver, He will
save. And then, again, there is that cling£ng to Him ,in nights of darkness.
How pointecl and precious in such seaaons do the teachings of David
become, and how one appropriates his language as just expressing his own
desires. We remember a dear child of God saying to us many years ago,
"Well, I am obliged to live upon the Psalms." We were young then in
divine things, and were entering with avidity into the doctrines of the
Bible, so that we smiled at what we then thought the simplicity of this
dear saint. But we confess that riper experience has brought us round to
the same standpoint; and, although we feel the doctrines of the Bible not
to be one whit the less important, we:yet find ourselves feeding and living
much upon the Psalms of David.. How precious has the twenty-fifth
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Psalm just been to us, "Unto Thee,O Lord, do I lift up my soul," and
all through its every breathing is so suitable to the clinging ones whoso
trust is in the Lord alone! And oh, how needed are such promises at
times-those times when aH seems a blank, when we begin to doubt
whether we have any part 01' lot in the matter, when there is no word
applied, no Ohrist seemingly near.
Sllch times are described by the
poet" But as wben sudden fogs arise.
The trees and hills, the snn and skies,
Are all at once concealed from view
To clouds of borror, black as nIght,
By Satan raised, hid from my sight
The throne of grace and presence too."
What then? Oh, wo can only cling, simply cling to Jesus! We
cannot move haud or foot. A step either way we feel might bring
destruction: we can only cling. Ah! we are the Lord's still, and His
" They sltalt never pM'ish," stands good as much in nights of darkness and
temptation as in sunnier days,
But, to turn to a brighter aspect of the subject,
l'ltis clinging indicates fellowship. Fellowship with Jesus. Oh! what a
blessed privilege, and where there is fellowship there must be knowledge;
we can have no fellowship with ono we do not know. Ah! reader, we
do know Jesus, therefore we ]uwe fellowship with Him. There must also
be similarity of person, of feeling, and desires, to produce real fellowship;
the prince of the realm could hardly walk in fellowship with a beggar in
rag-so
The Apostle John says, " But if we walk in the light, as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another." Many take this as meaningOhristian with Ohristian, and such fellowship is very precious; but I
would suggest whether it has not a deeper and still more precious meaning, namely, that" one with another," is sinner and Saviour-the one, the
pOOl', unworthy worm of the earth; the other, the Lord of Glory-so that
where a prince of the realm could not find a meet companion, the Prince
of Peace does. Oh, wondrous condescension ! Was ever love like this?
And then how precious is this clinging fellowship with the Lord, when He
becomes our companion in the hour of trial. Satan did not think that he
was heating the furnace seven times hotter for the Saviour, he only
thought of the Hebrew youths, but the Saviour was there too with His
loved but afflicted ones in their time of great need. He is with us in
every time of trouble.
And now a few words about climbing, as the result of the King's
mowings. Alas! methinks I hear some say, With me it is rather c'l'eeping
than climbing. The word seems sealed, the preaching does not come
with any power, and I feel altogether in a low state. Well, does not even
this state of experience teach its lesson, namely, the perfect inability of
the creature of himself to think a good thought or do a good action? His
entire strength must be in the Lord, and at the set time the Lord does
bless, and the word does come home with power, and seems like an
honeycomb full of honey, and the preaching is received "anon with
joy." It is the same with regard to the ministry of the word. A man
appeal'S in the pulpit as a giant refreshed with new wine, and, verily,
when he comes out of it he feels as the veriest pauper in his feelings.
I often think how much sympathy and kindness should be extended to
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the ministers of the gospel. They are but mortal, and depend upon the
Lord for their spiritual supplies. Their hearers grow cold, and it is
scarcely manifest, but when they do so it tells upon their ministry. Bear
them upon your heart, dear reader, before the Lord. They have need of
your prayers. ButClimbin.fJ is sometimes hMd work. It is not often that we can say with
David, "He maketh my feet like hind's feet." Rather is it with us
creeping work to the celestial city, and we have often to say, "My soul
followeth hard after Thee." Have there not been times in our experience
when in the spirit of rebellion we have said, "It is vain to serve God; and
what profit is it that we have kept His ordinances, and that we have
walked mournfully before the Lord"? The worldling seems free and happy
enough, while we are constantly depressed and cast down. Thus unbelief
has set up the workers of' wickednesses in the spirit of mistrust and
rebellion; but, when the Lord has broken the spell and shown us things
in their proper light, bringing before us the end of both, then have we
learnt the secret of those words of the wise man: "It is better to go to
the house of mourning, than to the house of feasting "-better to be found
mourning over our sins than feasting over one's pride and creature
greatness.
But we note further, that however hard we find it to climb, yet Wfl
shall" see greater things yet." I am not fond of the far-famed Moody
and Sankey hymns; they are far too sentimental and flowery to please an
old Calvinist like the writer, but there is a thought running through
one that arrested our attention a short time since, and which we believe
will be realized by every child of God. It was the expression, "More to
follow; more to follow," with which each verse of the hymn referred to
closed. Yes, dear reader, whatever we have attained to, there is more to
follow. No doubt more trials, more anxieties, more bereavements, more
losses and crosses; but, on the other hand, more knowledge of a precious
Christ, fresh discoveries of the depths there are in Him, more communi.
cations of His love, more of the blessed impartings of the Holy Spirit,
more revelations of a Covenant God as our Father and our God; as the
Apostle says, "Not as though I had already attained, either were already
perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended ()f Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count myself not to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
J esns."
And this more to follow reminds us that, with all the drawbacks experienced by the child of God, he shall be found climbing higher and higher,
nearer and neo/rer his eternal home. We may be wrong in our ideas of
many things-wrong in our political views-but oh, the great thing is to
be j'ight for eternity, and, as years roll on and bring us nearer the grave,
we do feel more than ever anxious upon this point.
Thus far have we dwelt upon what we may call the experimental
aspect of the Christian's clinging to Christ. It will also be the case in
connection with all the doctrines of grace. In justification, sanctification,
adoption, union, and all else. Where the heart is right, the clinging
will be to Christ, and faith will lay hold of Him as having accomplished
all. Such a field for thought thus opens upon us, that we must reserve
entering into it for another season, and mention-
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Lastly, Clinging in the lWltr of deatlt.-~ am often appalled at the tidings
of one and another known to us passmg away. It really seems as if
nearly all ones old friends were gone off the stage of life; and I think
And how wil~ it be ~ith me?" O~" reader, th~t ~ne word we ~re dwelling
upon, we beheve, WIll be our posItIOn. "ClIng!ng." Yes, sImply clinging to Jesus. Well, it is the safest position conceivable; and I am
satisfied He will not fail us in that great hour of need; and, with this
assistance" I can by faith survey with joy
The change before it comes P
And say, "Let death this house destroy,
I have a heavenly home."
,. And now, in the review of all the Lord's dealing's by the way, will not
CLINGING ONEs nE PRAISING ONES? I know that we do feel that our
praises are far below what is due to the Lord; yet I think I am right in
saying that praise constitutes a marked feature of the life of the child of
God: he does feel how gracious and good the Lord has been to him, how
multiplied are His mercies to one so undeserving. He does say, "I will
sing unto the Lord as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while
I have my being." 0 Lord, Thou knowest my poor heart does desire to
praise Thee for unnumbered mercies in providence and grace, and does
desire to love Thee more and more; and we would that praise constituted
more than it does the outgoings of Christian life. I am sure it would
tend more to our advancement in divine things. Some seem to think
that they are growing in grace, when they are surfeiting over their
miseries; I do not nnd that growth in grace is manifested in such a soil.
We know in nature much depends upon the soil-it is so in grace.
When we come to grow in the soil of God's mercies, we shall come to
much more that is real and vital than we shall in the barren soil of man's
miseries. Try it, reader: when inclined to rake up thy trials and temptations; lay against them all the Lord's mercies, and triumph in His praise.
The best growth of soul, to my mind, is to be derived, not from the emptiness of the creature, but from the fulness of Christ; and, as ClITist
ascends, and we descend, so the soil becomes better, and the fruit more
apparent. Oh, then, to draw from His fulness! Our sufficiency is in
Him-our strength in Him. Delilah said to Samson, " Tell me, I pray
thee, wherein thy great strength lieth." In a different spirit, if asked
wherein our strength lieth, the ready response would be, "In our spiritual
Samson, who can never be robbed of it."
But it is time we closed. What say you, dear reader, to the effect of the
King's mowings? Can you not go with us in what we have advanced? We
have seen that the results of the King's mowings is to produce a closer
dinging to the Lord Jesus Christ; that this was the simple tendency of
faith in the early cuttings down-a day of small things not despised by
the Lord, who despiseth neither the sacrifice of a broken and contrite
heart, the prayers of His felt destitute children, nor the persons of the
least of His little ones; and that if the "root-hold is right, growth will
follow-a growth which will find its fruition in glory; that such growth
will only be often inch by inch," yet it shall advance slowly but surely;
that as it proceeds, fresh cuttings down will bring to a closer clinging to
Christ; that, too, in times of temptation, in seasons of danger, midst
Satan's assaults, in nights of darkness, and in the hour of death. Again,
that such clinging indicates fellowship with Jesus; that it will give us
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such a hold of Him, that, with all the drawbacks we meet with, we shall
yet climb higher and higher, nearer and nearer to celestial joy; that,
whatever we have attained to through grace, there is "more to follow; "
while a review of all this wondrous work of grace within must make
the Lord's clinging ones praising ones. Precious Lord, we bless Thee
that time finds us clinging, if not with strong faith, yet with sincere faith
to Thee; many a coil round our loved Lord, grace has caused us to take;
and He will not suffer any rough hand to tear us from His embrace.
We bless Thee for the King's mowings, that have cut down our pride and
creature conceit, and brought us to tbis simple clinging with full purpose
of heart to Thee. Oh that henceforth we may cling with a greater tenacity
than ever, and in such a way that we feel all our strength is in Thee!
If grace enables us to renew our strength, and put forth" shoots of
the latter growth," may they not seek any other holding.
This is what we understand by "going on to perfection "--not the
creature getting better, or growing holier, but the life given, finding its
entirety in Ohrist, till grace gains its fruition in glory.
Derby.
G. C.
NOTES ON ISAIAH 1. 10-15.
THIS is God's own protest against a dead, formal, ritual worship, and it
is very striking. Under the old dispensation the splendid ritual of the
Jewish Church was His own appointmen1r-it was all established with
an eye to Chris1r-and He is here denouncing His own appointed ordinances! Why? Because they were resting in the mere form. They were
perverting its intended use. They lost sight of the Lamb of God, to
whom they were to look through these types and shadows for salvation.
That gorgeous ritual is now abolished (see:l Cor. iii. 7, 11 ; Heb. ix. 6-12;
with x. 1-25). The dispensation under which we live is the Spirit's
dispensation. It is more glorious because more spiritual. We look
at the things which are unseen and eternal. No appeal is made to the
senses, but to faith (Heb. xi. 6). What, then, are we to think
of those who are setting up a wretched tawdry imitation of a magnificent ritual which God Himself has abrogated? These unhappy men
would drag us back to a miserable imitation of J udaism. This is the
conduct and the error so denounced and reprobated by the Apostle
Paul in the Epistle to the Galatians. As with the adorable Person wbf'
is the object of all true worship, ~he natural man sees no beauty in
spiritual worship itself (1 Cor. ii. 14). Hence an appeal to the senses is
made, and this is gratifying and flattering to the vanity of those who
know nothing of real spiritual fellowship with Him whose beauty is
spiritually discerned.
W. SAUNDERS.
PROGRESS OF POPERY.
A FRANcEscAN Monastery, the first that has been erected in tbe city
since the Reformation, has been lately opened in Chester. The new
Roman Catholic Church of St. Werburgh, Chester, has only just been
opened for the performance of religious worship. The general order
of St. Fmnces have visited tbe city, and beld, for the first time since the
Reformation, a chanter for the appointment of Provincials of tbe Ol'der
in England
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THE CORNISH MINER.
'l'UE freaks of fashion are numerous, and we live in an age when religion

I

has become fashionable. 'ro ignore roods, to weld together truth and
error, to set up the machinery of l' ligion witho\lt tho life and power of
God in the soul, and to consign the discordant believers in all sorts of
error to heaven and happiness, withollt any qualification for their new
state of being, is the popular belief of the day. The Revivalist and
Ritualist, the Arminian and letter Calvinist, unite here under the socalled bond of charity, and shake hands over the dead bodies of the slain
witnesses that lie unburied in mystical Sodom. To divide was formerly
the tactics of Satan that led to victory, but he has taken another line
now; he unites in 'order to bring about his malicious and fatal ends.
To blend truth and errOr, to conceal all that is vital and distinctive in
God's religion, as revealed in Christ, the Head elect of an elect body, is
the ceaseless work of man's busy foe; but his time is short, and his
activity increases as his day declines.
Amid all the bewildering and busy forms of lifeless religion, there is
nothing more refreshing to a child of God than to light upon cases here
and there that bear the heavenly mark of the divine mint, and give plain
proof of being the current coin of the kingdom of God.
Now, the first thing to look after in true religion is the existence of a
new life in the soul. This is the starting point as set forth by Him who
is the Light of life: "Except a man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God." Without faith it is impossible to please God; and
faith is the fruit of divine life, and spiritual life springs out of eternal
life with God in Christ before all worlds.
But all the family of God are not blessed with the knowledge of the
source whence their blessings flow. The hungry child eats his food and
enjoys it, but can give no account of its production. So with many of
the Lord's people spiritually. They have got life and they know it.
Christ ~'s their "A.ll and in all." This is the sum and substance of their
divinity, but all the doctrines of grace are enclosed in it, whether or not
they are grasped intelligently, and the varieties in the Church of the
living God are thus accounted for: "God hath set the members, every
one of them in the body, as it hath pleased Him. If the whole body
were an eye, where were the hearing? If the whole were hearing,
where were the smelling? But now are they many members, but one
body."
The errors in doctrine that cling to many of God's living family may
often and mostly be traced to their association with others. They follow
where others lead whom they esteem as better and wiser than themselves;
but, however they may be circumstanced outwardly, talk to them of God's
gracious beginnings with their souls, of the leadings and teachings of the
Spirit, of their battles with sin and self, of the love of Christ shed abroad
in their hearts, of their hopes of heaven when life's journey is ended, the
fire burns, and it is clearly seen that it was kindled by the live coal taken
from off the altar of God.
Not with any desire to bridge over the doctrines that separate the
Wesleyan and the Calvinist, 01' to salve the sores that are produced by
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honest controversy, but with the simple wish to exhibit the power of life
divine in a.humble and uneducated man, we bring before our readers the
memoir of one who lived and died in the Wesleyan denomination; who
lived and laboured for Ohrist, and manifested in his life and conduct that
J eSllS had won his heart, and who in experience realized the doctrines of
grace which all the redeemed of the Lord are taught by the Spirit of
God, when they see themselves as they are, and Jesus as He is. In·
telligently they may be very ignorant of creeds and terms, but all the
Lord's people are united in fundamental truths. They all know feelingly
they are sinners deserving hell; they all know the worth of a Redeemer;
they all reach pardon and peace soon or late; they all have to conflict
with sin, self, and Satan; and they all ascribe the work and glory of
their salvation, from first to last, to Jesus, and Jesus only.
Here the eontroversy of the schools comes to a close, for all taught in
the school of Ohrist, however they may differ upou other points, agree in
these essentials which are the doctrines of grace dropped into the heart
of a vessel of mercy, chosen before all worlds to salvation.
What Oornish miner has not heard of Billy Bray? Prior to his conversion, he was the embodiment of all that was profane, ignorant, and impure. He was born at a place called Twelve Heads, not far from Truro,
and his labour was among the mines. Many were his wonderful escapes,
of which he often said, "The Lord was good to me when I was the servant of the devil, or I should have been down in hell now." He was
turned away from the mine where he worked for being insolent to the
captain, and removed to another part of Devonshire. To ensure his complete captivity to sin and Satan, he went to live at a beerhouse, and, after
an absence of seven years, he returned to his native county a confirmed
drunkard. At one time he had good wages for two months, and five
pounds of the money went in drink. He remarked afterward, "I sinned
against light and knowledge, and never got drunk without being condemned for it." Oonscience tormented him by day, and dreams terrified
him by night. Of a wild, daring, and excitable temperament, he was
first and foremost in all that was blasphemous and brutal. With a good
deal of liveliness and mother wit, he carried all his companions with him,
whether in his drunken habits or his ridicule of sacred things; and his
language was so fearful that one of his wicked comrades declared his
oaths must come from hell, for they smelt of sulphur. 'fhe final arrow
shot into his heart b.y the Lord was the thought that he and a vile comrade with whom he drank and swore in company might torment each
other in hell. From that time the Lord began to deal with his soul as a
vessel of mercy afore prepared unto glory. He was married at this time
to a young woman who had been brought to the knowledge of the Lord
before her marriage, but fell into the snare set by Satan in her union
with a godless man. The remembrance of what she haeI enjoyed, however, remained with her; and she told her husband, upon one occasion,
that no tongue could describe the joys felt by those who served the
Lord.
That night was a new era in the life of the drunkard. He rose from
his bed to pray. In joining his fellow-workers the next day, a change
was noticed in the rollicking blasphemer. The weight and power of
divine and solemn convictions had fallen upon him; and, when the men
swore, Billy turned reprover, saying, "You must give account of that
some day." The others replied with a scoff, "Shall we all go to the
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Bryanites, then?" Ca local term of reproach applied to any group of
'hristians, more but particularly belonging to the Ranters.) "Better go
there than to hell," was his reply. As Billy, in his distress of soul, groaned
audibly during his work, he was reproached for making such a noise.
" You would roar, too," he said, "if you felt my load; and roar I must
until I get it off."
The Lord, in delaying to rid him of his burden, supported him by His
Word. "Seek, and ye shall find" was impressed upon his soul by the
Spirit of God, and his simple, but urgent, cry wa., "Lord, Thou hast
said, 'They that ask shall receive; they that seek shall find; and to
them that knock the door shall be opened.''' A prayer-giving proved a
prayer-answering God, for the Lord appeared, to his unspeakable joy,
and brought him to pardon and peace, and in his own simple way he tells
his story:In a.n instant the Lord made me so happy that I cannot express what I
felt. I shouted for joy. I praised God with my whole heart for what He had
done for a poor sinner like me, for I could say the Lord had pal"doned all my
sins. I think this was in November, 1823, but what day of the month I do
not know. I remember this, that everything looked new to ffie--the people,
the fields, the cattle, the trees. I was a new man in a new world. I spent
the greater part of my time in praising the Lord. I could say with Isaiah,
"0 Lord, I will praise Thee, for, though Thou wast angry with me, Thine
anger is turned away, and Thou comfortest me." The Lurd "brought me up
out of an horrible pit of mire, and put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unto my God." I was a new man altogether. I told all I met what the Lord
had done for my soul. I have heard some say they had hard work to get
away from their companions, but I sought out mine, and had hard wOl·k to
find them soon enough to tell them what the Lord had done for me. Some
said I was mad, others, that they would get me back next pay-d:ty; but,
blessed be Geld, it is more than forty years ago, and they have not got me
yet. They said I was a mad man, but they meant I WitS a glad man, and glad
I have been ever since.
All the religion found in Cornwall was among the Methodists, and
this body was divided into numerous sections. The BrYl\nites, or Bible
Christians as they called themselves, though oftentimes excited to wildness through the influence of ignorant leaders, and natural temperament,
yet in their spirit and conduct, many of them manifested much of the
power of consistent godliness; and, while their tongue uttered the errors
of the system to which they belonged, their heart was right with God, and
the true doctrines of the grace of God were marked in their experience,
as was the case in Billy Bray. When reproved for his excitement in
praising God for his conversion, which took place during a contested
election, he said" May all the people shout ' - - for ever! ' and nobody find fault, and may
not Billy Bray shout, 'Jesus for ever?' Those who get elected and are
sent up to the House may soon die, or lose their seat the next election; but,
if we are elected to the Lord's Parliament, and once get into the Patliament
House of heaven, we shall never die, never get turned out, so we have more
reason to shout than they have."
The doctrine couched under this illustration is not the doctrine of
Arminianism, but sound Seripture truth; and the reality and simplicity
of the joys he experienced might well draw forth the desires of the better
taught in God's family to realize the same.
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It is a poor thing," he would say, "when we have nothing but the telling
part of the love of Christ; it is the feeling part that makes me happy. I can't
help praising the Lord as I go along the street. I lift up one foot, and it
seems to say, 'Glory!' and I lift up the other, and it seems to say, 'Amen!'
Johnny and I ma.ke the valleys ring with our singing and praising as we go
to work. My Father likes to fiear me sing, as well as those who can sing better.
My Father likes to hear the crow as well as the nightingale, for He made them
both."
With a wife and family. Billy Bray often felt the trials of life in obtaining the bread that perisheth, but he remarked to a friend,
H If Billy gets work he praises the Lord; when he gets none it is just the
same. Do 'e think He'll starve us? No, no! There's sure to be a bit of
flour in the bottom of the barrel for Billy. I can trust in Jesus. He'd as
soon starve Michael the Archangel as He'd starve Billy Bray. Some one said
to him, 'How long should I pray to keep my soul healthy?' Do 'e see that
bit of brass? Give it five minutes' rub every now and then, you'll keep it
bright; but, if you let 'im go a long time without it, you'll have a long rub to get
it bright again."
H

Billy was diligent in visiting the sick, to whom he was greatly blessed,
both in aroueing the dead and comforting the living in God's family.
Of one he said, "Every word she spoke was sweet to my soul, because
she were filled, like Stephen, with the Holy Ghost, and Satan can do
nothing by they who are filled with the Holy Ghost." To a woman whose
husband was dying: he said, "The Lord has a right to take your husband,
or me, or any of His children whenever He pleases; and, if I were the
Lord"I would, too, and not ask anybody."
His sturdy observance of the Sabbath was remarkable. In the faith
and fear of the Lord, he refused to work on the Lord's day. When he
returned to his work on the Monday, his captain inquired as to his
absence. Billj said simply, "It was the Lord's will he should not work
Sundays." "Then I'll Lord's will thee!" was the angry reply. "I
felt," he said, "I had the Lord of the rocks and the hills for my Friend,
and I did not care who was against me;" but, when his comrade told him
he was turned away, too, Billy quickly said, "You must not be turned
away on my account. It was not your fault. I must go to the captain
and tell him so." At this interv:iew the captain told Billy he must give
up ·.his foolish notions, fOl' men must work on Sundays. Billy replied,
" For the wickedness' of the wicked the land mourneth; but I have a new
Master now, and He tells me I must not work on the Sabbath day, but
keep it holy, and I must do ,as' He tells me." The captain then said he
might go to work, and he gave him such work as left his Sundays free,
and week evenings also.
Billy endorsed the idea that ale houses were hell houses. He says of
himselfI had been a smoker as well as EL drunkard, and I loved my t€lbacco better
than my meat, for I would sooner go into the mine without my dinner than
my pipe. In the days of old, the Lord spake by the mouth of His prophets,
now He speaks to us by the Spirit of His Son, in His Word. I had not only
the feeling part of l'eligion, but I could hear the still small voice speaking
within, that when I took the pipe would say, "This is an idol, a lust; worship
the Lord with clean lips," so I felt it was not right, The Lord also sent a.
woman to correct me. I wae one day in a house to light my pipe, and Mary
Hawke said to me, "Don't you think 'tis wrong to smoke?" I said, "I fc I
sonlething inside telling me 'tis an idol, a. lust." She said, "Now thctt's the
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'£'Ol'll." Then I must give it IIp, for the Lord is telling me of it inside, and tho
woman outside, so the tobacco must go, lovo it as J may. There and llb n
to k the tobacco out of my pocket and threw it into the fire, and put the
ipe under my foot, " ashes to ashes, dust to dust," and I never smoked sine ,
found it hard to break off old habits, but I went to the Lord for help, and
e gave me strength, for He said "Call up n me in the day of trouble,
and I will deliver thee." The day after I gav up smoking, I had the tooth.ache so bad, I did not know what to do; I thought it was owing to giving up
my pipe, but I said I would never smeke again if I lost every tooth in my
head. I said, Lord, Thou hast told 11a " my y ke ia eaay and my burden
light," and when I said that the pain left me. Sometimea the thought of the
pipe would come back very strong to me : but the Lord strengthened me
.again!lt the habit and I never smoked again.
.

Billy used to say, the pipe robbed the Ohristians of hundreds of
.chapters and prayers. But he was particularly severe upon preachers
who indulge in this habit, and at a missionary meeting of the miners
Billy opened the meeting with prayer. A preacher of considerable
.authority among those rough and ready, poor ignorant miners was prent, who responded to many of his petitions after the Wesleyan method,
-which in its origin was no doubt the fervent gushing of feeling hearts.
Billy became gradually more personal in his prayers and said, "Lord,
help Thy people to give up their idols," the preacher said, "Amen;"
"Help them to ~ive up their feathers and ribbons," "Amen;"
" and their cups and their drink," "Amen;" "and their pipes and their
tobacco "-but there was no Amen from the preacher. Billy stopped.
" Where is your Amen, Mr. B.? why don't you say 'Amen' to the pipes
as well as to the cups? " When rebuked by the preacher afterwards he
said, "Mr. B., you were hearty with (Amen' for others to give up their
idols, but you are not willing to part with your own."
Billy soon began to talk to the miners of all the Lord had done for
him, and of his desire to make the name and fame of Jesus known to
poor sinners. He gives the following account:In the neighbourhood where I lived, there were many ignorant and wickedminded people, and chapels were few. The Lord put it into my mind to
build a chapel. My mother had a small place and near it a bit of land, and
God put it into her heart to give it to me to build on: I began to work, to take
-away the hedge and dig the foundation, which was to be called Bethel, and
many are in heaven that were born there. Our people had a little old house that
only held twenty people, so we wanted a place to preach in: Paul had a thorn
in the flesh, and so had I, for I had not only the wicked againat me, but also
a little class which was held in the house where we preached. They tried to
set the preachers against me; one preacher told me that the class had been
to him to stop me building the chapel: then I told him the Lord had put it
into my heart and I must do it, but the dear Lord raised me up friends and
money. We got the chapel walls up, and timber tor the roof: as the timber
had to be brought home, I wanted a horse and cart: one of my neighbours
had a mare, but he said, she would not draw anything. I asked him to lend
her to me: I put her in the cart and brought the timber home. When I
took back the mare, I told my neighbour I never saw a better mare to work.
He said, "I never saw such a thing, she will not draw with anyone." "That
.mare was working that day for a very strong company," observes Billy, "for
Fathel',Son,and Holy Ghost. Horses, angels, men, and devils must obey them."
We have here strong Oalvinism. When by the prayers and labours of
this poor despised miner, the little chapel was finished, and without debt
was opened, Billy says-
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I told the people the Lord had ~iven them a pretty chapel to worship in,.
and now He wanted good furniture, for bad furniture looked disgraceful
in a good house. I told them good furniture for the house of the Lord
was sanctified souls; we must be pardoned, sanctified, sealed, and theu we
shall be not only fit for the Lord's house on earth, but we shall be good.
furniture in heaven.
The closing scene in the life of Billy Bray, is thus given : To one of His friends a few hours before his death, who asked him il:
he bad any fear of being lost, he said, "vVhat! me fear death-me lost! Wily,
my Saviour conquered death. If I was to ga down to hell, I should shout
glory to my blessed Lord Jesus, until I made the bottomlessJlit ring again;
and the miserable old Satan would say, 'Billy, this is no place for thee ;.
get thee hence.' Then up to heaven I should ~o." He enjoyed wonderful
foretastes of heaven, and departed praisiug the Lord, May 25th, 1868, having.
reached within a few days of bis 74th year.
We bring before our readers the history of this poor uneducated, socalled Ranter, not to endorse, or palliate, or decorate the obnox.ious and
God-dishonouring doctrine of freewill, which is the root ot' Arminianism,
and the sap that circulates through all denominations at the present time;_
but, simply to show out, despite the errors connected with the system to
which he belon~ed, the reality of God's work in his soul, and the unity
of his spirit with the truth, which lays the foundation stone in grace, and
" brings oft' the head-stone with shoutings of 'Grace, grace unto it.' "

PLEASANT MEMORIES.-No. IX.
" Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord th!! God hatl, led thee these fortyyears in the wilderness."

A RESTLESS, wakeful night is often, with me, a season of calling to remembrance. Many a solitary hour has been thus spent, and sometimes not
unprofitably, when all have been hushed in the stillness of slnmbers
upon the bed. Not always, indeed, have these been pleasant hours, norhave pleasant memories always occupied the mind. It was so, however,.
on a recent occasion; and I will now attempt to trace for the reader a
few of the things on which my thoughts were occupied so pleasantly.
I was led to call to memory some of the remarkable texts of scripture,
which in the course of thirty years' ministry had been signally blest to
souls-in some instances to their comfort in affliction; in others, to the conversion of the soul. I remember once preaching at Harrow Wealdthe subject was the prayer of Jabez. There was present a poor old man,
so deaf that he conld not hear a word of the text or sermon. He had
come many miles on a visit to a relative who had brought him to chapeL
After they had reached home, his relative shouted in his ear the text,
" Oh, that thou wouldst bless me indeed," &c. After a day or two he
returned home, and in a few days wrote to his relative to send him the
chapter and verse where the text was to be found, as he had been searching for it in vain, and the words had been so blest to his soul that he hadfound a peace therefrom he had never felt before, and longed to read
them for himself. "The Lord gave the word." It lost nothing by
repetition. The Lord is not at a loss for means for the accomplishing Hisown work,
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The first soul blest, to my knowledge, under the WO)'d n.t D--, was
n poor woman brought up under 11 carnal ministry, and wh m th Lord.
lUlll met with, so that she could get no satisfaction und l' that ministry.
vVhen her soul was quickened, and she knew her 10 t ondition, she
wanted, she knew not what, but she was convinced it was not t b found
at her parish church. One abbath morning she stood at· a pIa where
three ways met, one from h r house, one to her parish chur h, and onc
-to B--. She stood there and ried to the Lord to direct her. At last
she felt compelled to go to B--; she did rso, found what she had been
long seeking-peace by the blood f Jesus Ohrist, and went home rejoicing, never more to go the road he had long trodden in vain.
he
endured a great fight of afflictions, persecutions, and privations, but
·endured to the end. I visited her in her last illness, and found her
'built upon the Rock, ChristJesu8, whom she had found on that mem<>rable day. She lived to Ree her two daughters, and her daughter's husband, called to follow her Lord; al 0 to see her husband, who had been like
a lion, changed into a lamb.
S. E. was the daughter of a wealthy farmer; she was about thirty
years of age. She had been brought up to the religion of her parents,
-which was, I fear, of a very shadowy sort, existing only in form, and in
the name. It pleased the Lord to arrest her by the reading of " Allein's
Alarm to the Unconverted," and for a time she was under deep convictions.
It passed away, however, and she entered into the pleasures and enjoyments of life. She was very fond of reading, and spent much time in
devouring light literature. A few months before I met with' her, she
had fuund once more the book which had, years before, so alarmed her.
She read it, and was plunged into almost despair. Her state of mind
was such that she was totally unfit for any work, and her health wa~
daily declining. Her father tried all means to get her restored. Doctors advised change of air, society, amusements, and lively conversation.
.But alas! "Who can minister to a mind diseased?" The great and all.absorbing question was, " What must I do to be saved?" and also this
one, ., What is it to be born again?" They called in two clergymen,
'Who gave similar advice to the physician, with this in addition, "Come
to the Table and all will be well." She begged one of them to tell her
what was meant by the new birth. He replied by the reference to the
only new birth he had known-Baptism. But this explanation she
)·ejected. I knew nothing of all this, but was sent by my Heavenly
Master to the house on a matter of business in connection with a coal
fund I was then managing for the poor of my parish. I saw her mother,
and she expressed sorrow that her daughter was out, as she had been so
longing for an opportunity of speaking to me. I said, " Is your daughter
ill?" "Yes," she said, "she is very ill-scarcely able to do anything."
I said, "What is the matter with her? I think I met her on the road,
and if so, she looks very much cast down." "Yes," said the old lady,
"she is spirit deprived." I began to understand her meaning, and
asked something about the symptoms. "Does she read a good deal?"
" Yes, and mostly the Bible." " Ah! indeed; and does she pray too, do
you think?" "Oh, yes, I have heard her many times; she is always
praying and studying-I think, too much." "Oh," I replied, "I like the
;symptoms much, and should much like to see her." I then left, and I
afterwards heard that when she returned home and found I had been,
she was in a dreadful state, fearing that the Lord would not suffer her to
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see me. I got a message from her mother to call if possible next day,.,
which I did. I found her the most sorrowful-looking young person I had
ever seen. I sat down by the table where she sat. I said, "You are in
trouble; what is your trouble?" "My sins, my sins! Oh, sir, I am
lost!" I said, "Who told you about your sins ? Would you mind
telling me aU about it? " She then opened her mind, and gave me the
history of her conviction-her relapse-and these returns, aud of her
present state of utter despair. I asked her what means she had taken to·
get rid of her burden. Of these she told me, but they were all in vain
she said-there was no hope for her. I said, "I think I know something of your case, and shall now only do one thing-just tell you what
my gracious Master says. His words are the best balm for a wounded
conscience, and they are these." I read them from my pocket Bible:
"All that the Father giveth Me shall come unto Me, and him that cornetT.
to Me I will in no wise cast out." I spent a few moments in prayer,
and I then said, "Where do you intend to go next Sabbath?" Shereplied, she was advised to go to 0--, as there was a very clever man.
there. I replied, "Go where you feel your mind drawn to go, but I can
assure you the man you refer to will no more bring you relief than the·
clergymen who have been your advisers hitherto. You want the pura
Word of God-that alone will save you." ,.iThen she replied, "I shall
come to your chapel." I ,aid, "Do, and the Lord bless you there." She
came, and never went anywhere else. She was a long time before she
found perfect peace, but she did find it. All weathers, Sunday and weekday, she came three miles to the house of God-joined the company of
believers, was perfectly restored to a cheerful mind, and enabled to attend
to household and other business. She had to endure a great fight of
affiiction, persecutions from her relatives on account of her faith in Christ,
and her complete deliverance from the spirit, maxims, and customs of the
world. Not one shilling, she has told me, would her father give her, lest
she should give it to the cause of God; and I have known her to do
needlework for the purpose of obtaining clothing for herself, and to
get a trifle to give to the Lord's poor.
However, the Lord was pleased to cut short her life on earth, and to
call her home. I can never forget that last leave-taking. It was a.
blessed season indeed. In place of that sadness I saw once on her brow,
there was alight of joy and triumph which made her whole countenance
glow, and her words, as she thanked the Lord for sending me to her in her
trouble. She then told me that the words of Ohrist, "Him that cometh
to Me I will in no wise cast out,". were the first ray of Divine light,
the first word .of power, and the first dawn of hope to her soul. It was.
a precious balm to my poor troubled heart, for since that time troubles.
had grown apace, heavier and greater, till I was almost borne down with
the burden of them. To see that precious lamb folded and safe, was a
joy to my heart. Her only trouble was her dear father, for whom sheconstantly prayed. I must not forget to say that before her departure·
the Lord used her to be a messenger of peace and salvation to a beloved
sister, who died. They two, she has told me, were companions, separate
from all the rest of her family, who were out of the secret they knew and
enjoyed.
But my paper is full. This is indeed" a pleasant memory," and will
be as long as memory lasts.
Blackmore.
WILLIAU.
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FROM HEART TO HEART.-No. VIII.

I

•

My DEAR FRIEND,-When I am down you are up, and vico tJO,.8C1.
What do you mean? say you, Why, when I get nervous, you cOon
say, "Our walls are salvation," &c., and yet with the next breath
you ask me to pray for you, as you want life j but light I suppose you
mean; and its something like asking the blind to lead the blind in this
respect. You ask if I can acknowledge such a thing as you are, a "lifeless lump of every ill," &c. Why, if I could not, I most certainly could
not belong to Jesus, who gets most glory by curing bad cases; and if I
creep out of my hole now and then, it is by the favour of God, to take in
fresh breezes of the Holy Ghost, to retire ag"in to a good deal of underground work. "Ye shall go in and out and find pasture."
Poor David knew what it was to go into the caves of the rock and find
shelter, as well as " standing on the H.ock, Christ," proclaiming, " HQ hath
set my feet upon the Rock, and established my goings." He may have
crept into the former on his hands and knees, preparatory to standing up.
There's some chapter in Daniel that so sweetly sets forth the diff61rent
gradations in a Christian's life, to my mind. I can't go into it now, but
I think with this hint you will be able to carry it out. Daniel is, I think,
flat on his face at first, theb. on his knees, then stands up j and there's
something, if I remember, very precious about one who touches him,
and speaks to him, and reminds him, that though he hau not come to him
800ner, yet he had beard him; and I think you will find that till the set
time, even Jesus could not come, but allowed an interruption, to carry out
the purposes of God; and during this time of absence, Daniel could not
eat ur drink pleasantly for three weeks (1 must turn to it). Look at
second and third verse of tenth chapter and compare second. verse with
thirteenth, and you will see it was just three weeks (twenty-one days)
that the Angel of the Covenant was kept from Daniel, in which was the
cause of his raourning, and your mourning; so may you have comfort on
this thought, and also remember, the standing position comes at the end
often.
Yours very sincerely,
M. L. M.
[There are some precious thoughts in the foregoing. The gradations
of which our beloved sister speaks, with regard to the prophet Danielhis first being flat on his face, thsn kneeling, then standing upright-reminds us of other gradations with reepect to the Bride, namely, th'-l
sittin g at the feet of Jesus, the reclining on his breast, the "kissing with
the kisses of His mouth." All blessedly indicating life, love, and liberty,
divine knowledge, holy familiarily, sacred privilege!
There is another thought in the preceding letter most suggestive. We
doubt not that many of our elder readers will enter into it very fully,
and most practically. It is the underground w01·k. Reader, how is it
with you? Have you not to travel through many tunnels in your
onward and homeward way? A good many more than you expected
when you first, by grace divine, took your seat in the train for Zion, and
glanced at your ticket to see that you were booked for the right place?
It was sweet and agreeable travelling, probably, for a goodly distance,
and you calculated upon the Rame sort of thing all the way home. You
were seated, as it were, in a kind of "Pulman's car," and found it most
luxurious. The carriage windows were large and numerouS. You could
turn upon your rotary seats this way and that way at pleasure, and survey
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the landscape, upon that sunny day, with a kind of rapturous delight, as
you contemplated the scene, and felt the great progress you were making
onward and homeward! But anon how different! The sun is obscured.
Chills and storms succeed that pleasant sunshine. The strange rumbling
sound is followed by the darkness of the tunnel, which is long and
gloomy, only relieved by the little carriage light, to cause the darkness to appear the denser! And you emerge into daylight once again,
but only to perceive you are travelling along' a giddy embankment, or upon
the very edge of a deep ravine. Oh, how different now to the smooth and
pleasant sunny travelling 0' er the wide-spread plain! What a difference
this darkness, these wild ravines, the storm, the hail, the thunder, the
lightning! anything but the pleasant sensations, and the luxurious
travelling now.
Reader, don't you know something of it in spiritual experience?
You understand the meaning of underground work, do you not? You
have proved Ecc!. xi. 8, to be indeed a truth, "Let him remember the
days of darkness, for they shall be many."
Ah, some of ye old and weather-beaten pilgrims, little did ye think,
£fty years ago, that, in common with the writer, ye would have to pore
over that Scripture as ye are now compelled to do, " We that are in
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened." It is undet'ground teork,
indeed. And yet, perhaps, it helps to keep us in our right place, "poor
and needy!" Sweet poverty! blessed need! oftentimes, ere we are
aware, leading to that happy connection, "Yet the Lord thinketh upon
me."
In proof of the safety and the blessedness of this felt poverty and
need, we know of a case of very recent OCCUlTence, where, in connection
with a certain outspokenness for the Lord, in defence of His covenant
character for condescension, faithfulness, and all-sufficiency, there was of
a sudden the most blessed in shining of love, tenderness, and compassion;
an unspeakably sweet and precious season of melting, adoring love and
gratitude, in the survey of all He had been, is, and had covenanted to
be. Joseph-like, there was" a seeking where to weep," and a longing
for the opportunity to "enter into the chamber and weep there." At
length the crowded streets, where the melting and the mellowing were
vouchsafed, had given place to the spot and the season for the ardently
wished-for retirement. But, in place of the communion and the sweetness and the blessedness in conneclion with the most trifling circumstance, "the enemy came in like a flood." The pleasant travelling was
over-the bright and sunny prospect gave place to the ttnd,rgrottnd work
with a witness! The Word was sealed, except that which the eye at the
moment happened to fall upon, and which, alas! seemed to the very letter
to express the then present experience, t. Oh, that I might have my
request; and that God would grant me the thing that I long for! Even
that it would please God to destroy me; that He would let loose His hand,
and cut me off! "
Reader, what think you, is not this" ttndm'ground work" indeed? Is
not thi8 th~ tunnel set over against the widespread landscape l' Who
could have thought it, and that within a couple of hours or so of that
hleEsed season when "neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that
I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received
of the I.. ord Jesus," was the uppermost consideration?
How well may such experiences suggest to the Lord's dear children
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ihe "Be content with such things as ye have; for He hath said, I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee."
As illustrative of these lessons, we may add, that, when travelling to
the North, three or four weeks since, by the lately-completed line between
'Skipton and Oarlisle, the conductor came to us at one part of the journey,
and said, "As soon as we come out of this tunnel (or cutting, we forget
which), there will be a splendid valley;" and a splendid valley indeed
it was. We gazed from the window, and walked out upon the little
gallery of the "Pulman Oar" in which we were travelling, and were
perfectly enraptured with the contemplation of J ehovah's handiwork.
Returning by the same route, and by identically the same car, upon the
ninth day afterwards, there was rain instead of sunshine. Through imperfect coupling, the carriage rocked, instead of travelling as before with
·a perfectly noiseless smoothness. There was the wide-spread valley as
before, and there was the long and deep ravine, but, alas! they had
·ceased to be objects of attraction. We sat, as it were, astounded at the
·change in feeling. Every particle of interest or pleasure had subsided, and
we were longing for our journey to be ended.
Well, reader, some may boast themselves of their stayedness and immovableness; they may" play the amiable," aye, and" the trustful;"
we can't. As the Lord deals so we must testify; but this one thing we
may add: These changes in self and variations in experience only tend,
under the precious power and ministry of the Holy Ghost, to endear Him
who is unchangeable! Yea (adored be His name I), "the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever;" who "rests in His love," and ,. hates
putting away."
Reader, let us add" This God is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable Friend,
Whose love is as large as His power,
And neither knows measure nor end.
" 'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last,
Whose Spirit must guide us safe home;
We'lllJ?"aise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come."-ED.J
DIVINE ORDINATION.
_>tDDRESS DELIVERED AT TilE LEICESTER CONFERENCE, APRIL 28th,
DY THE REV. E. WILlCINSON, M.A., RECTOR OF SNARGATE, KENT.

18i6,

THE subject is a most important one, not only to the ministers of the
Gospel, but also to an the children of God. It is not simply a question of
validity of orders through apostolical succession-which is a vain thin/?
without apostolic gifts and doctrines-but of the calling to the work of
the ministry, and the gift of the Holy Ghost for the work thereof. If not
first called, men run without being sent, and without "the power from on
lligh," they are unfitted for the work, and their labour is in vain.
And as for the children of God, chosen in Ohrist, redeemed by Ohrist,
.and regenerated by the Holy Ghost, the only thing which they can be
taught of the Lord by men who have neither been sent by God, nor
." endued with power from on high," is the spiritual darkness of all who
have not been born again of the Spirit, from their inability, not only to
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learn, but to discern spiritual things. No matter what intellectual
capacity and literary acquirements a man may have, if he has not been
enlightened by the Holy Spirit, he is but a blind leader of the blind;
and the most unlettered person in the parish, taught of God, as our dear
brother Walker of Wymeswold has confessed, in his excellent New
Year's Address, will not only discern his spiritual blindness, but will be
able to show to him God's plan of salvation, and explain to him spiritual
things. "Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble are called: but God hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise . . . . and base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to
bring to nought things that are; that no flesh should glory in His
presence." This, I am sure, would be the admission, not only of a second
wrangler like OUT brother Walker, but also of the late saintly double
first-class, Bishop vValdegrave.
God has always taken care to provide His own teachers for His people.
For His chosen people the Jews, He gave prophets, and chose the tribe
of Levi for priests. No man took this honour upon himself, but every
priest was called of God to the sacred work of the ministry. Under the
Ohristian dispensation, Ohrist g'ave apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors,
and teachers; "for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Ohrist." These were given, " till
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Ohrist: that we henceforth ,be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness .... to deceive." vVere all we who make a profession of the ministryofOhrist, thus called and sent of God, there would not be
that difference of contradictory doctrine which there now is, nor that
cunning craftiness to deceive. VIre should be all taught of the Lord, and
the Holy Spirit would not teach two contradictory doctrines. He would
not teach one man, that" the carnal mind is enmity against God, and is
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be ;" and then another
man, that he has a free will given to him for faith and calling upon God,
and that his salvation entirely depends upon his using this free will wisely,
even while" the heartis deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked. "
The Holy Ghost does not teach ODe man that God is the Father of all
men, that Ohrist has redeemed all men, and the Holy Ghost has sanctified all men; and another, that God is only the Father of His own elect
people, that Christ has laid down His life for the sheep-the elect people
of God-given to Him by the Father, and that He obtained eternal
redemption for them, and none' shall pluck them out of His hand-and
that the Holy Ghost sallctifieth none but the elect people of God. I
repeat, the Holy Ghost does not teach two contrary doctrines. He does
not teach one man, that God's election of a peculiar people is true, and
another, that it is false. St, Paul was a chosen vessel of God, and he was
called of God, in a very remarkable way, to the work of the mi~istry.
He was not seeking Ohrist, but, on the contrary, persecutmg to
death the disciples of Christ; and yet, even while he was doing this,
God struck him down, Ohrist called him, and the Holy Ghost opened the
eyes of his understanding: and thus prepared, he was sent to be a witness
for Ohrist to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, and to "turn them from
darkness to light, acd from the power of Satan unto God."
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Thus was St. Paul called of God, and sent by Christ, even as the other
Apostles, who, though chosen by Christ Himself, were nevertheless commanded to abide in Jerusalem, and not commence their ministry till they
had been endued with power from on high. When the day of Pentecost
was fully come, they were thus endued, -and preached so effectually, that
three thousand souls were added to the Church the same day. And here
I would draw attention to the fact, that, in the very first sermon that was
preached, after the descent of the Holy Ghost, St. Peter declared the
doctrine of God's predestination, not only in the most decided language,
but by the most awful illustration that could be given: "Him beingdelivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have
taken, and with wicked hands have crucified and slain."
With this fact recorded by the Holy Ghost, and the result which
accompanied it, one might "well "WOndel" at the bolclness, as well as
ignorance, of professed successors of the apostles, in denying this blesse(l
scriptural doctrine on which the children of God find rest for their souls
under the troubles and trials of life. Anc. not only is the doctrine of
predestination taught in the first sermon recorded in the Acts of the
Apostles, but also in the first prayer (Acts iv. 23-30). In this prayer
the Apolltles first adore God in His sovereignty, thus: "Lord, Thou art
God, who hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them
is." Then they acknowledge the fulfilment of prophecy. in the kings
of the earth and the rulers gathering together against the Lord, and
against His Christ, "for to do whatsoever God's hand and counsel
determined before to be done." They would not allow the Jews for a
moment to suppose that they had power to act independently, and lay
their hands on the holy child Jesus, and put Him to death.
At the present day, preachers generally represent God as weaker than
man-longing for the salvation (If all men, but cannot have it. They
preach as if man frustrated the purpose and will of God, whereas even
Nebuchadnezzar was brought to confe~s that" all the inhabitants of theearth are reputed as nothing: " and that God "doeth according to His
will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and
none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest Thou? " It is
true this doctrine of God's predestination is not the milk for babes,
but the strong meat for those who by reason of strength are exercised
so as to discern between good and evil. Moreover, whatever opposition
this doctrine may excite trom the ignorant and unconverted, we know
that they are equally opposed to every other revealed truth of God.
In the preaching of the doctrine of God's election and predestination, we should consider the benefit and comfort which God's regenerate
children derive from it, rather than the abuse which the wicked mflke of
it. Both St. Augustine and Dr. BonaI' express themselves thus. Moreover, it is not a question of what the godless and unconverted do with it,
but what God's truly regenerate and converted children can do without it.
Mere professional religionists, whether preachers or hearers, care just
as much about one doctrine as another, and that is nothing at all; though
they both equally manifest their enmity to the truth of God, taught by
God to His own children; and this we must expect, or the Word of God
would not be true.
But I must return to our subjeut. And first, then, as the apostles and ~
evangelists were called of God, and sent for the work of the ministry, so
are all the true and faithful ministers of Christ at the present time.
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In what does their divine ordination consist?
I. In their personal calling out of darkness into light, by the effectual
working of the Holy Ghost upon their souls. Thus quickened by the
Holy Spirit, they become new creatures in Christ. They have been
brought to a knowledge of their lost state by nature, and to a saving
knowledge of Christ; and, w\rn they have been thus converted, they feel
an earnest desire to strengthen their brethren, by telling them what great
things the Lord hath done for them. When this is really the heart's
desire of a truly converted man, the Lord not only prepares him for the
work of the ministry, but removes all obstacles, and opens a door for
\him. Such men can indeed say they feel themselves moved by the Holy
Ghost to take on them the work of the ministry, and they do not run
without being sent. Alas! with some men, so far from being moved by
the Holy Ghost, if they answered according to their own experience, they
would say rather, " We have not so much as heard whether there be any
Holy Ghost."
What a proof we have of this in men whose sole desire for un entrance
into the ministry of the outward and visible Church is the social position
and temporal advantages which they gain thereby. This is awful to contemplate, but it is none the less a fact for all that. Such men are indeed
hireling-s, and not shepherds, though they may be well called "goatherds;" and the worldlings to whom they minister are better pleased
with the kind of food and example which they give them, than if they
loved and taught the doctrines of those whom God hath chosen out of the
world. Such men never give any offence by their doctrines, for-unless
they adopt the fashionable religion of the day, whatever it may be-they
have no doctrines to teach, for theirs is simply a natural religion which
requires no instruction. Their hearers know it as well as they do, and, as
for their censures and exhortations, they are equally without effect; for,
though Paul may plant and Apollos may water, it is God alone who
giveth the increase; and He will never give it to those who have run
'Without being sent. If such hirelings were enlightened they would
tremble at their awful state; but, as they are not so, they are simply the
blind leading the blind. The true ministers of Christ, having become
"partakers of the divine nature," and drawn to Christ by the Fatherfor" no man {'an come except the Father draw him"-are also sent by God
to preach the blessed Gospel of the grace of God, and thus "preach not them'8elves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and themselves servants for Jesus' sake."
Every re~enerate person is made "a king and priest unto God," and
declares to all them that fear the Lord what He hath done for his soul;
but. ant of these, there are men like the apostles, who are specially called
-of God, and set apart for the work of the ministry, and the edifying of the
-body of Christ. In the orderin~ of God's providence, these receive both
the outward and the inward call, and are sent forth by those who have
authority in the Church to which they belong to ordain and send them.
'I'hey go, then, "ae watchmen and messengers of Christ, to teach and to
pnmonish the family of Gnd, and to seek for Christ's sheep dispersed
a broad in the midst of this naughty world, and for His children, that
they may be saved through Christ for ever."
The object of the Christian ministry is threefold:
I. To gather in the sheep into the fold.
n. To feed them with the sincere milk of the Word and sound docirine, that they may grow thereby; and,
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Ill. To be a witness against the repr'lbate of the hardness and impenitency of their unregenerate hearts; for to them that perish it is foolishness, and they make light of it. To the elect people of God it is the
savour of life unto life, and to the reprobate the savour of death unto
death. The elect people of God are begotten again by the 'Vord of
truth, "for it pleaseth God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe;" and as many as were ordained to etornallife have faith
given to them to believe. Faith is the gift of God. Our Lord saith of
the reprobate, "Ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep."
1. All God's elect children, Christ's sheep, being the children of fallen
Adam, are" shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin" like others, and
have all gone astray like lost sheep; and it is to seek and gather these
into the fold of Christ, that Christ Himself first came into the world; and,
when He had finished the work which the Father had given Him to do,
He commissioned others, out of the chosen and redeemed people, to continue it, with the assurance, "Lo, T, am with you always, even unto the
end of the world;" and every divinely-ordained minister of Christ, sent
of God, enjoys personal experience of this. Observe well, the ministers
of ChI'ist are sent to gather in the sheep 'I dispersed abroad in the midst
of this naughty world," not to convert the goats into sheep, for they
might as well try to convert the wind. "No man can come to Christ
except the Father draw him," because "the carnal mind is enmity
against God," and God must first make a man willing in the day of
His power, before he can feel either need of, or desire for, a Saviour.
I scarcely ever attend a clerical meeting but I hear one nniform comlllaint of lukewarm indifference to the Gospel, and the smallness of the
number that really godly men can regard all manifest children of God, or
even as mere professional ministers regard as "good sort of people,"
whom they can trust.
Since this is the general complaint of both Calvinists and Arminians,
it is very absurd to hear the latter accuse Calvinists of driving people
away, as if from Christ. Now, in one sense they do drive people away,
but what sort of' people? Why those whom Arminians draw togethernot by the Gospel, but by means of music, or the novelty of preachers.
But what benetit does either party gain by this? None at all. The
ministers are flattered by a fair show in the flesh, without one particle of
the Spirit, and their congregations flatter themselves they have been
worshipping God, when they have only been entertaining themselves.
If there be one deception more than another from Satan, it is musical
and floral entertainments for mere worldlings, under the name of religion.
The late dear Bishop Davys, of Peterborough, who ordained me, strictly
prohibited a choral service at his funeral, and so would every other godly
man who had his eyes open to discern the mockery of it. Music and
flowers are very good in their place-the one in a music hall, and the other
at a flower show; but not in the House of prayer, where God requires
the sacrifice of a broken spirit and a contrite heart, and a worship in
spirit and in truth. The true ministers of Christ have to seek for Christ's
sheep, and to draw them from Satan, the world, the flesh, and the devil;
not to amuse and deceive them. Christ's flock is a little one, and they
must expect only a few sheep, as these alone hear the good Shepherd's
voice and follow Him. A few of these are, however, to a godly minister
preferable to a whole herd of goats. These the shepherd feeds in the
green pastures ef God's Word, and strengthens them in the faith of all
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His covenant promises. Thus does the preaching of the Gospel become
a savour of life unto life to them that have grace given to receive it; while
to the others, who are left in their impenitent and reprobate state, it
becomes a savour of death unto death; and, at the last day, it will rise
up in judgment against them, as a proof of their natural enmity against
God. They have heard it all; for the Gospel is to be pI'eached to every
-creature with solemn warnings, exhortations and invitations-to all the
weary and heavy laden-the hungry and the thirsty-but these are
neither the one nor the other, and so they despise and reject it. Such
persons, and indeed all mere professors, incur an awful responsibility
by slighting the sent ministers of Ohrist, who shun not to declare
unto them all the counsel of God; and they will one day discover this,
to their everlasting regret. A divinely-ordained man of God, who, like
M:icaiah, declares what the Lord saith, whether men will hear, or whether
they will forbear,is a sent messenger of Christ, whom men neglect only to
their ruin. One of the greatest services ODe man can render to another,
-is to speak the truth to him; for none but a faithful minister, who seeks
to please God rather than man, will do it. And yet this faithful truthfulness is the very thing which self-deceivers most hate, and they not
only think, but treat men, as if they were their enemies, because they
tell them the truth. A tl'Ue man of God is no man-pleaser, for the fear
of God in his heart deprives him of the fear of man, which brings a
'snare; and while he knows that "promotion cometh neither from the east,
nor from the west, nor yet fl'om the south; for God is the Judge: He
putteth down one, and setteth up another;" he can say with St. Paul,
"I seek not yours, but you." If a mip.istel' of Christ were not convinced
that salvation is from first to last of the Lord, and that the children of
'God must be born again, in order to become partakers of the divine
nature, he would be completely discouraged; but knowing this, he knows
also, that'God's Word will not return unto Him void, but will accomplish
that which He will, and prosper whereto He sends it. Under the
present dispensation, he knows that Satan is the god of this world, and
therefore he must not expect that the f'reat mass of mankind will be
converted to God, but the contrary. Hel1ue he is prepared for the emnity
of the carnal mind, and opposition to the truth of God; and this he regards
as an evidence to himself that it is the truth. And if a minister do not
experience this, but settles down on his lees and makes all things pleasant, that he may gain the friendship of the world, which is enmity
against God, he is but a man-pleaser, and not a servant of Christ; for
it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful, and no faithful
minister of Christ ever was, or will be, a friend of the world. God's
people are a peculiar people, both in their life and doctrine, and are
separate from the world, or they would be condemned with it. A man
whose sole object is to please the world, may be a servant of the devil,
but he cannot be a minister of Christ, for Christ Himself said of His
Apostles, "If ye were of the world, the world would love his own; but
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,
therefore the world hateth you." And this every faithful and true minister
of Christ experiences, and it is one evidence of his divine ordination.
Every divinely-ordained minister of Christ is also sent by God to the
very place that God appointed for him, and if there be but only one
sheep in the wilderness, God will send one of His own shepherds to seek
and feed that sheep. Philip was sent to Ga~a, which waadesert, to teach
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the Ethiopian Eunuch, and theu. he was sent elsewhere. And so it is at
the present time. Many an eminent saint of God is sent to some obscure
place, where he does not see much fruit of his pastoral ministry,; yet
perhaps, while there, he becomes blest to thousands by his writings.
This was the case with Toplady, whose parish of Broad Hembury I
visited last year, and it is even so with our brother, Arthur Roberts, of
W oodrising. It is a great comfort to the true minister of Ohrist to know
that he is just in the very place which God has appointed him, and there
he must remain till God bids him arise and depart thence. I have spoken
at some length on the ministry of men specially called thereto, yet I
must not omit to impress upon you, that all God's children are" kings
and priests unto God;" and, although all are not sent to particular places,
and have not distinct charges committed to them, yet all may exercise the
ministry at home, or in whatever state of life God may have placed them,
.and we may feel quite sure that when God has truly converted a man,
"out of the abundance of the heart" he " will declare what the Lord hath
done for his soul:" and he will endeavour to strengthen his brethren.
We have had a pleasant conference here, and enjoyed sweet communion
one with another, and I doubt not we have "come together for the
better, and in conference something has been added unto us." May we,
the specially ordained ministers of Christ, go to our respective charges,
with zeal and decision to "contend earnestly for the faith once delivered
to the saints;" and may you who have been present with us-and many of
you come from afar-return home to exercise the ministry of which I
have been speaking; and may God so bless the ministry that, in the
last day, •• many will rise up and c!111 us blessed."
WHO WAS MARY MAGDALENE?
IT is certain that Mary, the sister of Lazarus, was the woman who used
the alabaster box of ointment to anoint the feet of Jesus, in the house of
Simon the Pharisee (Luke vii. 37), because that anointing was done
-only once before the supper at Simon the leper's house (John xii. 3), and
that once is said to be done by Mary (John xi. 2), and that Mary was
Mary Magdalene.
At the time of Lazarus' sickness, she is called Mary of Bethany, but
at the Pharisee's house, "a woman in the city," not of the city; so I
take it that Mary had left her home in Bethany, and was trading in sin,
"in the city" where Simon the Pharisee lived, and afterwards returned
home to Bethany. The seven devils must have been cast out of her
before she used the ointment, she possessed the seed of divine life before
Jesus publicly declared her sins fo,:given. But this once black city sinner,
don't fit sweet Mary of Bethany in the eyes of fifty-pence debtors; but
poor Mary's five-hundred-pence-debt pardon always kept her at Jesus'
feet-at Simon the Pharisee's-at" Martha's house "-at Simon the
leper's; at the cross-first a~ the Sepulchre-first to find Jesus from the
tomb. Oh, poor Mary ! she wanted no legal whip, 'tis love the precepts
act; only let Jesus say to a poor sinner, "Mary," and wings of love will
fly to do His bidding. The loving wife does not require the scold like
the hired servant; yet good men confound poor seekers by putting reformation and repentance as qualifications; yea, in the face of Jesus
casting out seven devils, and His words to Simon; however, "Nothing
to pay," is the Gospel of salvation.
J. E. S.
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"MIGHTY TO SAVE."
OH, tell me, to whom does this title belong?
Whose hand doth the palm-branch thus wave?
Say, who is the victor, triumphantly strong;
Whose name is the" Mighty to save? "
Who, who the insignia gloriously wears,
Proclaiming all things He can do ?
Who marshals yon clouds-Sovereign Ruler-and bears
On His arm, the vast universe too.
And the worlds that revolve-those bright planets that ruIl.
He holds in the palm of His hand!
His glance" weigheth mountains "-His word doth control
The waters His fingers have spann'd.
The beings He form'd by a breath and sustains;
As "nothing" by Him are esteem'd :
Omnipotence tells every puls3 He maintains;
And Omnipotence mankind redeemed.
And only the" Mighty" our life can secure
As conquest, from death and the grave;
The ransom demanded, our bliss to procure,
Was found by the" Mighty to save! "
",{ith gratitude well may our hearts overflow,
For the cov'nant He ordered and gave!
Yes, well may we sing, whose glad bosoms thus glow,
With the love of the" Mighty to save."
"Our Father in heaven," behold from on high,
And help us onr spirits to lave
In the stilt" open fountain" that's springing close by
From the heart of the" Mighty to save."
Since He has redeemed us, and call'd us, and blessed,
His promise and Spirit we crave;
To bear His mild yoke, and to wear on our breast
The name of the" Mighty to save! "

We'll follow His foot-prints, and lean on His love,
And trust, when we tread Jordan's wave,
We then shall be welcom'd by J eSl1S above,
To CROWN Him, the" MIGHTY TO SAVE."
Cardiff·

J. P. C.

------- ----

TRUE PRAYER.
TRUE prayer consisteth in us praying in the Holy Ghost, and the Holy
Ghost making intercession in us. When we so pray, we can never ask
amiss, but may rest assured God heareth us, and that to answer us, in
His own way and time, which are best; therefore, when thou kneelest
down, and hast nought to say-save groans and si.q!l;j, because of the fulness of thy case, thou hast an audience chamber with the King of kings,
who will say unto thee, "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt."-J. MILEY.
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ZION'S WARRIORS AND THEIR EQUIPMENTS.
A SERMON PREACHED AT CHARLES CHAPEL, PLYMOUTH, BY THE LATE
REV. G. D. DOUDNEY, JULY 19, 1863.

(Concluded f,·om page 422.)

"Now, dear brother, what a glorious standing has the Church, as we
.see her thus in all her triumphant glory complete in Him; "for in Him
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in
Him" (Col. ii. 9, 10). Thus the Apostle goes on, "It is Christ that
died; yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of
'God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? " who shall unbind the girdle of His everlasting love,
pity, and compassion? "Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? " N ay, all these things make
the girdle more precious; all these things make the children of God feel
how blessed it is, in the midst of all their conflicts, to be bound with
this girdle of everlasting truth. " Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him that loved us." We conquer because He
has conquered on our behalf; we are conquerors in His eternal conquest, and nothing can alter it. It is the ground upon which we may
venture to daim our eternal friendship with our covenant God and Father
in Christ.
But we must look at another sweet featurein the girdle-that Christ
is bound to take care of His people, because they are bound to Him, and
He is bound to them as their Good Shepherd. He says, "I lay down
my life for the sheep; and other sheep I have, which are not of this
fold; them also I must bring," because they are all bound to Him by
the same girdle. Is it not blessed to take up the words of the twentythird Psalm and sing, "The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not want;
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He leadeth me beside the
still waters"? These are precious feeding places, where we feed upon
love, blood, and salvatinn. He spreadeth for us a table in the presence
of our enemies, yea, in the midst of the wilderness He will cause the
hidden manna to descend, and He Himself will be to us a flowing river
'of love and mercy.
But there is one other feature in the blessed girdle, which is given us
in the ninth chapter of Isaiah: "Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son
is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder; and His
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father." "Here am I, Father, and the children whom Thou
hast given me." He is our Father as well as our Brother, and the Father
is bound to provide for His children; therefore there can be no failure
with regard to the children's bread. For" like as a father pitieth his
children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him. He knoweth our
"frame; He remembereth that we are dust." He is "The Everlasting
Father and the Prince of Peace."
It is thus, then, we see in our blessed girdle of truth all that was
established in the covenant of grace before time, and it is this that girds
up the mind of the child of God, and enables him to "rejoice in Christ
J el:lus," whilst he has" no confidence in the flesh" (Phil. iii. 3).
NN
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But we will look for a few moments at the breastplate: "Havingon the breastplate of righteousness." In 1 Thess. v. 8, we have it:
"But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love." The breastplate, like the armour that is now worn by
the Life Guards, is double, and it is not a covering for the chest merely,
but it covers all the life-parts of the body. How blessed to think that
when we stand before the judgment-seat of Christ we shall stand in this
glorious breastplate! It is as we are clothed in His righteousness that
we stand "accepted in the Beloved." The Apostle speaks thus in his
third chapter to the Philippians: "For whom I have suffered the loss
of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, amI
be found in Him "-enclosed in Him, surrounded by Him-" not having
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that 1
may know Him, and the power of His resurrection," in the sweet experience of the love of it; and I know that while I am wearing this
righteousness there can be no fault found in me. Like that old man of
God, St. Patrick, when he made his wonderful prayer, which is one of
the oldest pieces in the Irish language; when he was going to Tara, expecting to be martyred, before he started he wrote this prayer: "That
Christ may be above him and around him; that Christ may be above
his head, and under his feet; that Christ may be in every eye that saw
him, that Christ may be all and in all." Our blessed Apostle Paul tells us :
"Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God in Jesus Christ our Lord." He has died once in Christ, now
he rises in resurrection blessedness in Him. " If by any means I might
attain unto the resurrection of the dead." Having passed the first resurrection, which is a resmrection out ofa death in sin into a life in righteousness,
I can no more die; for there is no death to a child of God-it is a falling:
asleep. "They sleep in Jesus, and are blest." A little babe lives as much in
this resurrection as the father in Christ, although he has not attained t(}
the sweet experience of it. I have known some who have attained to it.
I remember one with whom I used to walk when I was about twenty
years of age. I well remember the conversation of that dear old saint
of God, and the sweet savour that rested upon it; and for several years
he lived in this simple attainment, this blessed standing in " Jesus only."
Whenever I met him, there was always this blessed simplicity, and
always stayed upon the Lord. He had passed through great trials, but
" Jesus only" was his Refuge. Paul says, "I count not myself to haveapprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press
toward the mark." Are there not many of us who are pressing towards·
this mark? I know there are; and we shall attain to it. If we do not
in this life, we shall by-and-bye.
Paul says in 1 Cor. xii. 12: "For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body; so also is Christ." He does not say, Christ and His Church, but
" so also is Christ." It is thus that the child of God stands perfect and
complete, "having on the breastplate of righteousness."
We will look now a little at the shoes: "Having your feet shod with
the preparation of the Gospel of peace." " Thy shoes shall be iron amI
brass; and as thy days so shall thy strength be." So that from henceforth, wherever we may come, we have only to buckle on the" Sh00S,"
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n.ud it is thus we walk in His righteousu ss. Wo walk not in darkness,
for we walk in Christ as the Light of is P oplo. TIere we find we have
preservation; but the moment we forget Ill''' shoes," ancl begin to
walk after the flesh, we get into bondage nud misery. The Lord help
us, then, to put on the blessed" shoes," that w may walk acceptably
to our covenant God and Father, and that OthOl' may" take knowledge
of us, that we have been with Jesus." Though w walk among the
briers, or wherever we may be in the wilderness, though we walk like
poor J acob crushed in the dust, it matters not if "our fellowship be with
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ."
"Above all, taking the shield of faith." Ohrist must in all things
have the pre-eminence. He is the Author of our faith, and the Finisher
of our faith. Dear Martin Luther says: "When the devil comes in
with his accusations, I say nothing but, 'Ohrist.'- He tells me that I
am poor, and dark-minded. True, I am in myself, but I point him to
Christ. He tells me that I shall make shipwreck of faith, but I point to
Christ. He is my only Refuge, and my only strength. I know that in
Christ I shall prevail, even unto the end. He tells me that I have no
feeling, that I am so cold. I know I am in myself, but I point him to
Christ." It is thus that the "shield of faith" is wielded, and only
rightly wielded, in the person of Ohrist. It is when we lloint to the
precious blood of atonement thus that we can say, "When I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me."
" And take the helmet of salvation." The helmet is spoken of in
1 Thess. v. 8: "But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation."
It seems to me that hope is the grand centre of this helmet, and this
great and glorious hope is complete. The helmet of salvation is worn by
Jesus Himself; this enables us to withstand Satan's temptations, knowing that while the Head lives the body must be secure. "Which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth
into that within the veil" (Heb. vi. 19).
Now, little-faith may think these things are too high for him,
yet he would not give up his little hope. You can look round, dear
brother, upon those who are in a dead profession, and feel you would not
exchange with them. How is it? Because you are a blessed partaker
of this glorious hope.
" And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God." It was with" the sword of the Spirit" that Christ
Himself met the devil. When he came to Him with his temptations,
He said to him, "It is written." Now, dear child of God, if you can
only take hold of the precious promises of God's Word, you will be
more than a match for Satan; for "all the promises of God in Him are
yea, and in Him amen, unto the glory of God by us."
What a glorious sword have we! " Ah !" says little-faith, "if I
could but wield it better!" Well, who is it that wields it? It is the
weakest child of God that wields it best. It was when the Apostle was
brought to nothing in himself that he heard the Lord's voice saying to
him, ,e My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect
in weakness."
But we come to our last glorious weapon, which is "all prayer":
"Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints."
NN2
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Dear St. Augustine said, "If ye live in one body, learn to speak
through one throat." This is praying with" all prayer "-praying in
and through Ohrist; and this reminds us of that blessed hymn"Behold a throne of grace,
The promise calls us near;
There Jesus shows a smiling face,
And waits to answer prayer.
" That rich atoning blood,
Which sprinkled round I see,
Prepares for those who come to God
An all-prevailing plea."
L'

Oh, dear brother, it is thi~ plea alone! It calls not for vengeance, but
it calls for infinite mercy-" an all-prevailing plea "-praying £n the
personof "Jesus only," praying surrounded by the person of "Jesus
only." What can hinder the fulfilment of the petition of the child of God?
It is like Esther going before the king. When he saw her in her
beauty his heart was ravished with her, and he said to her, "What is
thy petition, and what is thy request? and it shall be even given thee
to the half of my kingdom." Nothing- less than the" half of the kingdom" will satisfy the child of God! Therefore we may go on singing"My soul, ask what thou wilt,
Thou canst not be too bold;
Since His own blood for thee He spilt,
What else can He w:thhold ? "

Dear brother, the Lord help you to go, with the many desires that
llpring from life in your heart, "praying with all prayer, and watching
thereunto with supplication for all saints," like Job when he prayed for
his friends; and I must say I know what it is. When I am walking
either in the country or in the town, when I am cold and dark in my
feelings, I begin to pray to the Lord earnestly then for one, and then for
another, and I find when I have been seeking the Lord for others I get
comfort for myself, "praying always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit," which is praying in and with our blessed Advocate.

BLIND THEOLOGIANS.
WHO are the blind, but such as try to make out that Christ died for those
of whom he said, "I pray not for the world, but for them which thou
hast given me; for they are mine?" which is practically to say, His redemption is greater in extent than His intercession; but, who shall dare
to say His intercession is not effectual? and how can a person admit
His intercession to be effectual and say His redemption is not; this, I
say, is the position of all those who hold the doctrine of universal redemption, because, if all are net eternally saved for whom He died, His redemption could not have been effectual to those who shall be lost, if He
died for them, which we deny, because, as with the type, so with the
antitype, which was the Jewish High Priest, who only interceded for
those for whom he offered up sacrifice, whose names were on his breast
and shoulders, before the mercy-seat of J ehovah as the people of His
<;hoice.
J. MILEY.
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"JEHOVAH

IS 1."

(Concludedjl'oll/. J1llgD '128.)

AGAIN, I refer to the venerable Haw! l' once more blowing the
trumpet in Zion, and sounding an alarm in His holy mountain before
retiring from the field of action. He om forth clad with the whole
armour of God, with the high praises of . d in his mouth, and a twoedged sword in his hand, jealous fur th honour f bis Lord, zeal for His
cause, and love to His people; not with th strife of tongues to sow discord among brethren 01' wound the L I'd's hildren, but to unfurl the
blood- tained bnnner of the cross, aod poiot poor sinners to Calvary, and
give one more solemn but certain warning; und, though dead, yet
sp aketh BO plain that" he that runs may road."
" When the Son l)f Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?" is the
8 I mn demand of' Christ-the subject humbly contemplated in an aff<!ctionate salutation of the spiritual Church of OUI' most glorious Ohrist, on the
ntl'l1nce of' the new year, under deep hUlllblings of soul in the contemplation
of the divine goodness for the preservation of my unworthy life to the
present hour, and a warm affection to the people of' God whom the Lord
hath also preserved to this day. 'While I sce cnough in all that relates to mc
to lay low in the dust of self.abasement before God, I see no less, in all that
relates to the divine dealings of the L )rd towar,is me, abundant cause to raise
a voice of praise, and say wi th one of old, " Goodness and mercy hath followed
me," and thus set to my seal that God is tl'UC; and, amidst all the rept'oaches
of my own faithless and unbelieving heart, I arise by sovereign grace above
all that.r am the subject and the object of ia myself, to live upun Him and
His unchanging faithfulness, who is the same faithful Gud, " yesterday, today, and for ever."
But, while calculating the revolutions or time, and beholding the beautiful
order in the divine govel'llment, I cannot but connect with the view the
dying state iu which Out' nature stands. Here, for brevity's stke, I refer
my reader to the several Scriptures-GeneBis viii. 22; Jeremiah xxxiii. 25. 26;
J ames iv. 14 : Psalm ciii. 16; Zechariah i. 5; Malachi iv. 2; Isaiah Ix. 19.
And, amidst these circumstances of fluctuations in the Datuml world, the
Church lies exposed to great changed in the spiritual. There are seasons
when the waters of the sanctuary rnn low, and there are times whea, as
things appear to thc child of God, the Lord seems inattentive to its bitterest
cries, and answers neither by Urim nor 'l'lmmmim. Yea, al~d what tends to
aggravate the sorrow both of sons and daughters to the brimful cup of
affliction, Zion herself is threatencd to be ploughed as a field. The present
time is an awful epoch in the history of the Church. The nineteenth century
hath brought forward alarming exercises and things around us in this our
insular situation, and matters on the Cuntinent also, in reference to religion,
bespeak some mighty convulsions at haud. Add to this the Scriptures them.
selves, in reference to the present era, unite in tcaching the people of God to
be on tbe look·out .for the time of Jacob's trouble. The last days are foretuld
as perilous days. Great evils are said to be pending over the Church of the
Most High God, and we are admonished that a vast trouble for a while will
be maintained by the kingdom of darkness a!,ainst the kingdom of Christ.
The sounding of the seventh trumpet closeth the mystery (Rev. xi. 15; Dan.
xii. 1), and we have already beheld in part the preparations for the war. We
have seen the several armies marshalled undel' their respective leaders.
Popery, which at one time was paralyzed in this land, now, like the frozen
serpent brought into the atmosphere of warmth by the incautious husband.
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man, hath emerged from her benumbed state, and will recompense the kindness by stinging our children. She hath unfurled her banners, and more than
once attempted to gain again a legitimate footing in this kingdom: while,
with equal earnestness, but with more secresy, infidelity, with her hydra heads,
have been privately at work to sap the foundation of the Christian Church by
dig'ging up the first principles of our most holy faith (Rev. xvi. 26).
What further portentous signs will appear before the dreadful crisis of the
slaugbter of the two witnesses is not revealed only in general terms ( Rev. xi.
7; 1 Tim. iv. 1). In a moment like the present, the solemn demand of Christ
becomes big with importance-the mightiest consideration in the prospect
of impending judgments-and so much the more as ye see the day approaching when the Son of Man cometh-" Shall He find faith on the earth?"
The question is infinitely appalling to the most faithful among the Lord's
people, but to everyone unconscious of an interest and safety in Christ the
tremendous challenge is calculated to ring like a peal of thunder through all
the chambers of the heart; and what answer can be given in the million of
instances among all such as have tbe form of godliness but deny the power.
These words, tbough put in a way of question, as if the matter was doubtful, are not so, but rather as a thing already known and settled. It is that
kind of question which answers itself, as if the Lord had said, "It will be a
mre instance to find any." I have thought the subject in itself is highly
interesting; and, with these prophetic Scriptures in our hands concerning the
latter day, and these corresponding signs of the time before our eyes, I have
thought nothing can be more suitable to form an address to the spiritual
Church of Christ, and to show my affectionate regard, in the entrance to the
new year, than our Lord's own words, ., When tbe Svn of Man cometh, shall
He find faith on the earth? "
Let it not be supposed, however, by the readers that, tbough these words
are expressed as extending to all the earth, that I am goiug to trace the footsteps of inquiry so far. My little tract mllst be bounded within narrower
limits. I cannot explore the subject beyond the skirts of our own shore.
The man of God then bring;, the solemn demand of our Lord to bear
upon that system of religion called the Church of England, as by law
established in this realm; then to the Articles, the universities, the
clergy and the laity, and then to his dissenting brethren, in the same
spirit of love which was so characteristic of him, which I pass over to
give the concluding part of this his last solemn warning, and which I
consider so suitable to the present time ; I shall not offend, I hope, the most eminent of my brethren, if I venture to
suggest to him that, in the expectation of the Locd's coming, and the uncertainty when, it seems to savour somewhat of wisdom to keep aloof from all
subjects of controversy, and especially upon all points of doubtful disputa-·
tion. Such is our present imperfect apprehension of divine things in this
twilight of existence that what the Apostle observes on one oecasion may,
for the most part, be applied to all: "If any man thinketh he knoweth a.nything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know" (1 Cor. viii. 7). An d
yet I fear, if all the pamphlets of a controversial nature with which the press
teems every yea.r were collected into one mass and made the subject of perusal,
the spiritual child of God might finish life before he had gone through the
annual accumulation. Is it not to be suspected that the great foe of the
Church hath a hand in this P We know that he hath been studying our nature
for nearly six thousand years, in order to discover the most vulnerable part
in every character of the Lord's chosen ones; and we know also, from an
authority that cannot be mistaken, that" while men sleep the enemy soweth
tares." And doth he not raise a dust to cloud the atmosphere when, by the
subtlety of his devices, he draws off the mind from things of a higher nature
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o tempt us to believe we are promoting thc divine glory in using the saw of
one another on subordinate points of non-essentials P And
as it not, to speak the least of it, an interruption to those sweet and sacred
hours which, through an unction from the Lord, might be spent in retirement; and abstraction from men to hold communion wit,h the Lord P I crave
pardon for this freedom. Perhaps, as an old man going out of life and the
'l:onfines of another world now daily enlarging to my view, as I am losing
my steps in this, the subjeet becomes more interesting to me; yet I think
among the Lord's chosen ones few would desire to be found in subjects of a
-controversial nature "",-hen the Son of Man cometh to find faith on the
-earth."
Brethren, farewell! Through sovereign grace we have been brought to the
-entrance on the new year, but where is the sole proprietor of to-morrow to
calculate upon living to finish it P and what, in the prospect of impending
judgments, is the security and stability of the Church? Here, and here only,
it is in the election of grace; for the revelation concerning these awful
events runs in these words: "It was given unto the beast which John saw
in vision rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, to make
war with the saints, and to overcome" (Rev. xii. 1-8).
Here is the everlasting safety of the Church of God. Tt was this which
the Lord Jesus Himself had in contemplation when He called off the minds
-of His disciples from rejoicing at ihe subjection of devils who may by
sovereign power be eouchant to-day, but, if the restraints be taken off, be
l'ampant to-morrow. "Rllther rejoice because your names are written in
hellVen " (Luke x. 20). This W:lS what the Holy Ghost by a prophet comforted
the Church with when, in the time of removing men and a great forsaking
in the midst of the land, the holy seed should be the substance of His
people (Isa.lvi. ll-l~); and what another prophet was appointed by the
Lord the Spirit of the delivery of everyone found written in the book of
life (Dan. xii. 1); a-nd God the Holy Ghost; taught the samc to the Church
by the Apostle in his day, and the same holds good in ours, amidst the fears
of the prophets, as if left alone. The Lord had His numbers then, and so
now, in this present time, a remnant according to the election of grace
lRom. xi. 5). When thc gl-eat day of God's judgments, and when the solemn
voice is heard, "Begin at my sanctu<.ll'y," that gracious voice will be heard
a,lso, "Come not near any man upon whom is the mark" (Ezek. ix. 6).
Oh, the unspeakable blessedness contained in these things! There may
be-there will be-gl'e:1t tribulations, but there is also a gracious promise
" Nevertheless the found:Ltion of God standeth sure, having this seal, " The,
Lor.i knoweth them that are His" (2 Tim. ii. 19). And to all minor concerns
as to the time when, thc manner how, and the place where to usher in the
solemn visitation, what the Lord said to the prophet is in effect said to
every child of, God: " Gu tllOU thy way tiH the end be; for thou shalt rest and
stand in thy lot at the end of Lhe days" (Dan. xii. 13).

'()ol~ttmtion with

Forty-nine years have passod away since this bright star set in the
W(~Gtern hemisphere, to shino in the refulgence of that Sun that will never

go down; which event was so well expressed in the lines of John Kent,
whieh I here insert" Hawker is dead! that herald sent of God
To make to man his great salvation known;
Let Zion's offspring weeping kiss the rod,
And gird their robes of deepest sackcloth on.
"From coast to coast the doleful tidings spread,
Weep, ye who love the gates of Zion well;
Hawker's no more! he's numbered wit;h the dead;
This ilay in Israel'R host a champion fell.
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" Gone down to dust, yet his immortal fame
The sacred annals of the Church shall show,
And long record a Hawker's honoured name,
Till day and night no more their course pursue."

I well remember the impression I then had that I should be spared to'
see his solemn predictions fulfilled, as one among thousands in the land
who mourn the loss of such a faithful watchman, but. thoug-h there did
not seem at the time to be young Eli8has raised up to catch his fallen
mantle, yet there were a goodly number of valiant men in Israel, ancl
bold Protestant champions both in the Church of England and out of it~
who continued to sound the alarm for some years after.
The Lord hath been pleased to spare my unworthy life to see the vory
things I greatly feared come to pass. Popery has indeed emerged from.
her benumbed state, and is turning round and stinging the children and
children's children of those who advocated the repeal of those laws which
our wise forefathers enacted for the security of the Protestant constitution and the defence of the principles of the Reformation. Popery has.
unfurled her banners in her public processiuns and mass-houses, and, if
she has not as yet gained a legitimate footing in this land, she certainly
has an illegitimate one. And this reminds me of what one of the Lord's
servants said more than thirty years ago, that, as soon as there was a
sufficient number of Catholic members in the House of Lords, Popery
would gain the ascendency; but, blessed be the Lord, amidst all the'
apathy and indifference of so many so-called Pl'otestants, the Lord hath.
not left Himself without witnesses.
SARAII. .

LOVES SURPRISES.
fellow-followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, grace be unto you and
peace, from God the Father and the Lord J esus Chris~, by the sacred and!
soul-assuring application of the blessed Spirit. How very sweet it is sometimes to turn over the records of everlasting love, and trace out, under the
Holy Ghost's light and teaching', the eternal ancient love acts of God
the Father in choosing a people for Himself out of the ruins of the fall,
and to see our worthless names inscribed in heaven's register, to see and
feel that we possess those marks which distinguish the possessor from the
mere professor! How it humbles us in the dust before the Majesty of
heaven! filling us with admiration and astonishment at the Lord's
gracious dealings with us. Let unconverted, unhumbled men say what
they please respecting God's electing, pre-determining, irresistible, uncontrollable love, it suits us well; it i8 just what is required to meet our
case. We can add our hearty" amen" to the poet's testimony-

DEAR

" Ah ! but for free and sov'reign grace,
I still had lived estranged from God;
Till hell had proved the destined place
Of my deserved but dread abode."
Not only do we love to trace out the acts of God the Father in choosing
1he Church, and giving her, ere sho fell, to His well-beloved Son, but we
love to be led' into the (equally) etornol lov acts of God the Son in
accepting her at His Father's hands, engaging to pay all bel' debts,
discharge all her obligations, be her Surety, her Law-fulfiller, her
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Wisdom, Righteousness, Sanctification, and Redemption. When by faith
we get a view into these flesh-and-blood-despised verities, and feel (we
must contend for the feeling part of religion) that we are interested in
the everlasting love and substitutionary work of God the Son, then can
we sing with the immortal Toplady"Sweet to reflect how grace divine
My sins on Jesus laid;

Sweet to remember that His blood
My debt of suff'ring paid."

The holy and eternal Spirit, in conjunction with the Father and theSon, a Three-One-Jehovah, equal in essence, perfection, power, and
eternity, enter into an etern:;tl never-to-be-broken covenant before the
foundation of the world. Each Person in the glorious Trinity is bound
to fulfil their engagements; it is impossible for God to fail. In the Word
of God we read, "All that the Father giveth me shall come to me." "No·
man can come unto me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him."
" Them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall
be one fold and one Shepherd." "For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God." "So is everyone that is born of the
Spirit." Have we been drawn by God the Father, brought by God the·
Son to His blessed fold, and led by God the Holy Ghost to renounce self
and seek refuge in a precious Jesus? If so, we are blessed characters ;.
and, though hell and sin may be up in arms against us, we shall come off
more than conquerors through Him that loved us. The Lord will not
forsake the work of His own hand. "Though we believe not, He abideth
faithful: He cannot deny Himself."
Oh, what a comfort it is to realize we are in the Lord's hands! To have,.
in spite of one's fears and misgivings respecting the genuineness of our
religion, a little hope in God, a little light in our poor soul, a little spark
of love in one's breasts to the dear Lord and His loved people! Weo
should give up if the Lord did not hold us on and favour us sometimes
to draw sweetly near to a throne of grace.
Last Tuesday evening I felt it good to be at the prayer-meeting.
Never, I think, did I ever feel more unfit to mingle with God's people
than I did when I entered the vestry and took my accustomed seat in
the corner. (God's people often get into corners in their feelings, and
conclude it is all over with them. But that God who has suffered them
to get into the corner, whether it be a dark corner, a dull corner, a
peevish corner, a repining corner, a sick corner, a mopish corner, a
slavish corner, a miserable corner, a destitute corner, a sorrowful corner~
a tempestuous corner, or a calm corner, can and does, in His own way
and to His own glory, bring them out. My dear friends, which of these
corners are you in at this time ?)
Pardon this digression. I am not at all systematic in divine things.
I like to write as I feel-to tumble out as the Lord is pleased to impartand in that way tell out the de~ires and thoughts of one's heart. Mr.
G-- called upon Mr. H-- to engage in prayer. He gave out 281,
" Gadsby's Selection," commencing, ,. The Lord will happiness divine,"
&c., after which he commenced in a simple and precious manner to
breathe out his soul before the Lord. It tound a sweet response within
my soul. It echoed in my breast. I felt I could call him "brother."
Though I had heard him previously, yet I had not felt that sweet knitting
and running together of soul at the throne of grace which was manifest
on this occasion. When once I feel within sweetly what a poor fellow-
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sinner breathes out at the footstool of mercy, from that time I can call
such a one" brother," and not without. When he had concluded, judge
of my surprise when Mr. G-- said, "Brother B--, l)lease engage
next." While I was finding a hymn, Mr. G-- addressed a few words
of encouragement to Mr. R--. While on my road to chapel, deploring
my wretchedness and worldly-mindedness, I had consoled myself with
the thought that I should not be called upon, having engaged the previous Tuesday evening. In this I was disappointed. I did not know
what hymn to fix upon at first. When Mr. G-- had finished speaking,
I gave out the 986th hymn, "0 poor distressed, thirsty soul," &c.,
which seemed very appropriate not only to myself, but to others also.
Singing ended, I began tumbling out, I hardly knew how, my petitions
before the Lord. Never in all my experience in public prayer have I
l'ealized more manifestively the help and presence and power of the
Holy Spirit resting upon me than at the season referred to. What
sweet holy boldness, freeness, access, liberty, and preciousness did the
I,ord favour me with! I felt specially led out to plead with the Lord
for His blessing to rest upon the previous speaker, whose requests at the
throne of grace had found, under the application of the divine Comforter,
a sweet and hearty response in my poor soul. The Lord, too, led me to
see that grace is from first to last free, entirely free, inexpressibly free.
He gave, likewise, a sweet soul-melting insight into the immutability of
His oath and covenant, and led me to see that the feeblest desire after
the Lord Jesus Christ is a sure sign of eternal life within; and, to crown
all, He so unveiled His glories and beauties to my soul, showing me my
imperishable interest in His humiliation, life, sufferings, death, resurrection, ascension, and intercession at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, as that I felt I could in spirit join with Toplady where he
sings" Things future nor things that are now,
Not all things below nor above,
Can make Him His purpose forego,
Or sever my soul from His love.
Yes, I to the eud shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is g-iven;
More happy, but not more secure,
The glorified spirits in heaven."
When I had done and sat down, Mr. G-- said, "My friends, the
disciples upon one occasion said, 'Master, it is good for us to be here,'
and I feel that I can adopt their language at this time." We concluded
by singing, "Praise God, from whom all blessings flow," &c.
Deal' friends, my object is to testify in my poor way of the freeness
and efficacy of divine grace. When I went to the prayer-meeting I felt
as if it was almost an impossibility for my heart ever to be softened again
by the shedding abroad of the love of Christ in my soul. Alas! that we
should thus dishonour the Lord by our unbelief. The Lord was better
to us than our fears. The things that are impossible with men are possible
with God. " Is anything too hard for the Lord? "
I now conclude by tendering my love in Christ to yourselves and to
Mrs. S--, hoping that we may each realize more and more, until our
life's end, of the love of Christ which passeth knowledge.
Coventry.

JOIIN BURTON.
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WORDS FOR THE WEARY.
" The common people heard Him gladly." -MARK xi. 17.
To the Gentiles-the outcast-the weary ones, the Gospel of the grace
of God is indeed "glad tidings," for whilst at the teaching of the Lord
Jesus, the various shades of religious professors, who, as it is recorded in
the preceding verse, durst not ask Rim any further questions, to those
who hung upon His words, and "heard Him gladly;" to those who
listened to the gracious words that proceeded out of His mouth, there was
much to cheer the weary, and to encourage the inquiring who desired
"to know the way of God more perfectly." Christ had been telling
them about the living God, of the resurrection of the dead, and of eternal
life; but
" The beart ul1taught can never rise
To happiness and God;"
and so whilst some were silenced, saying as it "ere, "We desire not the
knowledge of Thy ways," there were others listening to His "Word
which maketh wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
Do we not discover amongst the group some weary ones with a heart(Jare, a deep sorrow, listening as for very life, for some word that shall
be a "refreshing to the weary soul," and answer the longing of a weary
spirit for peace and rest, even for somewhat of the gladness of heart the
disciples of Jesus experienced, when they saw the Lord after His resurrection, and which is revealed by faith in and to the weary pilgrim, when
Jesus, by the Holy Spirit, makes His presence known and speaks home to
the heart the exceeding great and precious promises of His Word; then
the weary soul who has been crying out, "Oh that I knew where I
might find Him, I would come even to His seat," such an one who has
been longing for a sense of sin forgiven, and the sweet assurance that
"He loved me, and gave Himself for me," from a belief that Christ is
all in all, and the earnest longing that "the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, might keep the heart and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of His Son Jesus Christ, our Lord." What
gladness can accompany that " Word that giveth life."
Cheer up then, thou weary one, thou follower of Jesus; thou shalt not be
forgotten of Him who knoweth the secret longing, the earnest desire, for
assuredly "He that hath began the good work in you, will carry it on
and perfect it until the day of the Lord Jesus." Th~ Lord will "perfect
that which concerneth you." Your need, your sigh, your destitution
shall all be answered, and "Peace shall flow like a river;" for "the
preparation of the heart in man, and the answer of the tongue, are of the
Lord." Your weariness and God's consolation are well-suited to exalt
the Lord Jesus. None of your companions may be acquainted with your
peculiar burden, or possibly know why so weary, but the blessed
Lord's eye is upon you, and you shall, in His measure for you, have" joy
and peace in believing," and soon, very soon, realize the blessedness of
that truth, John xiv. 3-"1 will come again, and receive you unto myself,
that where I am, there ye may be also."
" I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad;
I found in Him a resting-place,
And He has made me glad."
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CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN JESus,-Our Fourteenth Christian
Conference at Olifton, through God's mercy and forbearing love, draws
near.
He who presided over and sustained us through our previous thirteen
Annual Conferences, will be with us again; for He is the same to-day
as He was yesterday, and, if He permits us to continue our gatherings
after this, He will be the same to-morrow.
"Ve seem to be on the eve of an eventful to-morrow: the nations are
shaking, the earth is trembling; "men's hearts are failing them for
fear;" the judgment of the two great apostacies, east and west, seems
to impend; and the speedy return of the King is heralded by "wars
and rumours of wars," by "famine, pestilence, and earthquakes in
divers places." The world stands perplexed at these "beginnings of
sorrows."
Our Father is at the helm; our Friend and Brother is Head over all
things to the Church; our Comforter is saying to us, "Fear not; 'a
thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but
it shall not come nigh thee.'" He tells us that" these things must needs.
be," but He shows us by the His Word that the end of all earthly darkness and disturbance, must he light and peace to the objects of His love.
In presence of approaching dissolution of all earthly things, and
future glorious reconstruction, "what manner of persons ought we,"
whom God has reserved to Himself, "to be in all holy conversation and
godliness?" What a clear, sharp, telling contrast should we present to
that world which" lieth in the wicked one," and how fully developed
should be our loyalty to our coming King. 'Worldliness is the very moral
attitude that serves the purposes of Satan. Nothing but genuine
practical godliness will meet the demands of J ehovah. He means that
the world should see His work in us.
There is a danger, brethren beloved, of regarding our interest in
Christ as a matter of simple passive enjoyment. I have been struck
with the phraseology, now much used by parties after listening to what.
they consider a faithful sermon, "I enjoyed it very much;" as if that
were its sole purpose and end. God's Word is intended not only for
"doctrine," which they who are taught of the Spirit will enjoy when
faithfully and fully propounded. but for " reproof," for "correction," for
"instruction in righteousD€ss; " and this not for mere enjoyment. but to
make us wiser, holier, stronger in the faith, more watchful, more faithful. Feelings, emotions, sensations, are not the substance, but the
accidents of genuine religion.
There is a danger of misleading enquirers after truth by investigations
as to how they feel, and making that the test of their conversion. No
doubt, if either we or they could know accurately how they felt, a correct
decision might be arrived at; but we cannot. Jesus, who knew what
was in man, did not adopt this test, but said, "Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be my disciples." Again,
" Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you that
ye should bring forth fruit." Of course, fruit is the product of faith and
love; but as the object of all is God's glory, it is the fruit that evidences
the character and reality of His work. Conversion is the act of being
turned over body and spirit to God from Satan. This is the work uf
BELOVED
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Jehovah ONLY. Then the tree is known by its fruit, and the planter and
cultivator receives the praise.
" Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father which is in heaven." Observe here two things:
first, the light that God kindles in the soul mURt be seen of men; second,
the object is God's glory. Oh, that God the Holy Ghost would make this
plain unto us! It would correct some false notions and practices. We
want clearer views on the subject of conversion. Its action is intended
for man, its essence remains with God. Conversion being God's secret
work in the soul, man cannot judge of it but by its effects, and for that
he must wait. I do not consider it very becoming of a short-sighted
creature like man to pronounce dugmatically concerning God's work in
the soul of his fellow-man, which we call conversion. All we can judge
of is profession and practice-concerning the one, in the judgment of
hope and charity-concerning the oth!'r, considerately and forbearingly.
.Judgment, after all, is God's work; "He is the Judge." I cannot help
feeling, as years advance upon me, how delicate is the relation between man
and his Maker; too delicate perhaps for the rude, unskilled hand of
man to touch. It is our unspeakable privilege to speak of God to man,
and to speak for man to God; and then to remember that in His hands
only are the issues of life.
Beloved brethren and sisters, your prayers for our Conference are
again invited. I cannot tell you how strongly I feel their value. I fully
believe that the blessedness of our gatherings is largely attributable to
them. We hope to be much in prayer in Clifton. Let our distant friends
be united with us, and so shall we meet together" in the fulness of the
blessing of the Gospel of Christ." Bring your friends and neighbours
with you, there may be a good word for them. Say to each of them,
"Come with us, and we will do thee good." We shall meet, the Lord
prospering us, on our usual days, the first Tuesday and Wednesday in
'October (this year the 3rd and 4th), 1876.
The Lord has commended to my mind the following subjects: first,
" Trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord; " second, " That He
may be gloritied" (Isa. lxi. 3). Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren who will kindly signify to me, or Miss
Woollcombe, 11, York Place, Clifton, on or before Saturday, September
23rd, their intention to be present at the Conference, and their need of
accommodation during their stay.-I am, my dear friends, with increased
affection, your brother in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
SAMUEl. ABRAH.Uu WALKER, Rector' of St. Mcwy-le-Port, B1·istol.
The Conference will, as usual, assemble (D.V.), in the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton, each day, at eleven o'clock a.m., and at seven p.m. Dinner (for
which tickets. at 2s. each, will be issued during the Conference) will be
provided within the building, at half-past one o'clock, and tea at five.
The intervals between the meetings will, as heretofore, be devoted to
Prayer Meetings, Bible Readings, Addresses, Free Conversations, &c.
Our local friends are reminded that Meetings for Prayer will be held
as usual, at the Victoria Rooms, on the three Friday evenings,
September 15th, 22nd, and 29th, preceding the Conference, and also on
Monday evening, October 2nd, to ask the Lord's blessing on our proceedings, and on ourselves and others, that, as the effect of these Meetings,
His work may be done in us and by us.
.
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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF THE LATE "LITTLE
ONE," OF MANCHESTER.
(Continued from page 432.)

"February 14, 1858.-Sabbatlt evening.-I have been favoured in hearing some excellent sermons of late by our dear minister (Mr. Price of
Platt Church, Rusholme) froUl the Lord's Prayer. It is wonclerf'ul with
what power and unction that prayer has been opened up and applied by
the Spirit to my heart. This morning's portion being 'Thy kingdom
come,' he showed that this kingdom was first set up in the heart of every
true believer, and that it would extend itself throughout the world. In
its proper sense, the prayer could only be used by the Lord's people, as
they only can truly say, ' Oltr Father.' 0 Lord, grant that I and all my
beloved ones may be enabled to adopt that language in sincerity and
truth.
. " April 14.-My heart and tongue have such cause for praise, that
shame be on me if my pen be silent. The Lord has been graciously
pleased to reveal Himself unto me very much of late, as a sin-pardoning
God, and I have been living apart from the world though in it. I trust
I can now say, Jesus is mine, and I am His, to the glory of God the
Father. What comforting views I have had of Him as my Saviour, and
of the way of salvation through Him alone. I would exclaim : , My soul, repea.t His praise,
Whose mercies are so great.'
'Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, who forgiveth all thine iniquities, and healeth
all thy diseases.
"May 18, 1858.-1 have just finished writing a short essay on SOUle of
the glories of creation, and have been filled with wonder, love, and
praise, in setting forth my Father's works. My pen longs to follow the
dictates of my heart in showing the wonders of redemption, but this
subject is more worthy to employ an angel's pen; yet, who more likely
to take up the theme than a sinner saved by grace? I feel comforted
with the thought that, though time fails, eternity will not be too long to
be spent in this glorious work.
" May 21.-Have been attending a weekly Bible-class, held for
Bome months past in the house of our dear minister (Mr. Price). Questions are proposed for our weekly consideration, and as the answers are
given in writing, we have to search the Scriptures. May they make me
wiser unto eternal salvation, and would that all the churches had such a
privilege.
" May 27.-This day I have finished reading the memoir of Adelaide
L. Newton, in which I have been deeply interested. What sweet experiences! What insight into the Word of God! I cannot say how
much I have enjoyed the book. May the same Word of Life in which
she revelled be as precious to me, and may Jesus, the author and end
of it, be the life of my soul, aB He was of her's.
" July 27.-About setting off to-morrow to the Isle of Man, not without
regret, as I have bad such blessed seasons of late, both in the house of
God and at home, that I can say, 'My meditation of Him has been
sweet.' I have indeed found Jesus to be 'The chiefest among ten thou-
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sand, and the altogether lovely;' and, blessod be His name, He is ever with
His people, and I trust will be with me iu this journey, and all through
life, and at last bring me to His heavenly kingdom, for His dear name's
sake. Amen."
[Here is the expre8sion of the longed-for assurance, which was given
by the Holy Ghost, through an enlightened teacher in the pulpit. Probably there are many anxious souls longing to know their election of
God; and, as this must come through a further revelation of Ohrist in the
doctrines of the Gospel, how needful that such longing souls should call
much upon the Lord to send more" pastors," who shall" feed them with
knowledge and understanding;" this being God's general order of
"increasing" in the knowledge of His Word. ]
"August 19, 1858.-Returned from the Isle of Man, after proving the
truth of that promised Word, 'I will never leave thee' &c. While
there I heard a Mr. Forbes, and had some refreshing seasons from the
p;:esence of the Lord. Oh, that my will might be swallowed up in His.
I am apt to murmur lest my joy should be taken from me, forgetting that
the Lord is not confined to places, as I have often realized His love when
far away from home.
"August 23.-Heard a very animating sermon last night, from our
dear minister (Mr. Price). He is explaining the Tabernacle and its
furniture, &c. Yesterday was the golden candlestick. I was interested in
observing, that the only light admitted into the Tabernacle was of God's
own appointing, all external light being carefully excluded by the covering of badgers' skins. The oil denoting the purity of the light which
proceeds from the Word, Ohrist Himself being the Light of Life, and
the Word of Life shining in the hearts of His people.
" August 30.-1 have this day engaged to become a collector for the
Bible Society. I expect to meet with discouragements; but, since I have
been able to know more fully and love more dearly that Word, which
makes 'Yise unto salvation, I feel more anxious for its prosperity. May
it run, have free course, and be glorified. '0 Lord, revive 'fhy work! '
" October 10.-Sunday evening.-l am prevented attending the sanctuary through a cold and inclement weather; but enabled to attend in
the morning, when I heard the last of an interesting course of sermons
from our dear minister on the Lord's Supper. They have been full of
encouragement to believers, also full of warning to those unbidden
guests who go without invitation from the Master of the feast. How needful that we examine ourselves before we 'Eat of that bread and drink
of that cup,' and that we' judge ourselves, lest we be judged of the Lord.'
" November 22.-The Lord has been pleased to afflict me, or to allow
Satan to touch my flesh, causing me great pain. May He give me
patience to endure, so that when He has tried me I may come forth as
gold, and reflect mare of His image.
"November 30.-1 have great cause for gratitude that I~am better than
I expected to be ; but I feel such deadness of soul at times, scarcely able to
appropriate a single promise, and so little desire to read the Word of
God. My prayers, too, are so lifeless, and th0 wicked one pouring in his
evil suggestions to distress me. 0 Lord, do Thou appear for me!
" December 3.-Have received news of the severe illness of my beloved
sister, which has caused me deep distress. How hard to say when
trials come, 'He shall not be afraid of evil tidings, his heart is fixed,
trusting in the Lord.'
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"IJecember 4.-My birthday.-A lovely morning. One of my texts
for the day being' Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness.'
May to-day be mentally brighter than yesterday, and as I am setting out
to see my dear sister, may I find her better. I little thought I should be
'BO engaged this day, but it pleases God to frustrate all our plans, to keep
us dependent on Him.
" IJ~cember 20.-Returned this day from my second visit to my dear
-sister, and having left her much better, I trust she will now recovel.".
May she be enabled to devote her heart and all her powers to God, and
may this affliction be sanctified, so as to cause great searchings of
heart, and that it may be for her own, and her husband's spiritual
welfare. How good is the Lord to me in graciously preserving me, and
permitting me to enter again my peaceful home. 'Lo, I am with you
alway, even to the end.' 'fhen I shall live and reign with Him.
" IJeeember 23.-1 have been this afternoon to our Infirmary in Man-chester, to see a poor afflicted Ohristian woman, and I am overwhelmed
with the Lord's mercies to me. Homeless and afflicted as this poor
,creature is, not able to turn herself in bed, and SUffering intense pain,
well may she long for the Lord to take her to Himself. How often He
seems to try His own dear ones in the hottest furnace, to reflect His
image all the brighter. May the lesson I have learned this day not be
lost upon me.
" IJecember 24.- Christmas Eve.-Lord, grant much of Thy presence
during this solemn yet joyful season. Enable me to meditate on the
nrst advent of my adorable Saviour, and to look forward with great
joy to His second appearing. Oome Lord Jesus, come quickly, and reign
even now in my heart.
"IJeeember 31.-The last night of the year. The old year is fast
-drawing to a close, and we are fast hurrying into eternity. It is a solemn
thought to look back upon the past year, and think how little of our
time has been spent to the glory of God, and how much of it to ourselves. Lord,' Teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts
unto wisdom.' Forgive all the short-comings of the year, and enable
me to devote' body, soul, and spirit' more to Thy service, honour, and
glory.
•, Ja,nuary I, 1859.-Again in great mercy spared to see another year.
Attended church this morning, and enjoyed an excellent sermon from
Mr. PI'ice, from the text, 'Be not afraid, only believe.' May this be our
watchword for the year, for it is so comforting to the Ohristian. May
my dear husband have grace given to him to adorn the profession he has
made by attending the sacrament for the first time, and may it not have
:been entered. into lightly.
"January 9.-Sunday nigld.-Heard two most excellent sermons today, the one in the morning from' Praying always with all prayer and
-supplication.' Prayer being as oil to keep the Ohristian's armour bright.
The text to-night was, 'Search the Scriptures.' Mr. Price noticed the
difference between simply reading chapter after chapter, and searching
or digging deeply into the meaning of the Word, and praying over it.
He showed how beautifully Ohrist was testified of in the Word, and how
the true believer would never tire of such testimony.
" Jamtary 28.-1 now see how the Lord has been leading me about
these forty years in the wilderness (that being just my age), and truly
by a right way. He has set me in a large place, even in Ohrist, the
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I Rock,' from which neither the world, nor sin, nor Satan shall ever be
able to remove me. 'No man is able to pluck them out of my Father's
hand. I and my Father are one.'
January 3l.-Monday evening.-Heard a most powel'ful sermon last
night from Eccles. iii. 14-' I know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall
be for ever.' Mr. P. showed that God's greatest work was that of gt'ace
in the salvation of His elect people, which He purposed from all eternity,
and that work was so perfect that nothing could be added, nor anything
taken from it. He also spoke beautifully of the implded rigldeOltSnes8 of
Christ. I love to revel in this doctrine, for what should I do without it ?
Being thoroughly convinced that I have Done of my own, I find great comfort in baving the robe which Christ has provided, 'Ye are complete
in Him.' Yes! even in the eyes of a holy God. I There is now no
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus.' 0 Lord, enable me
to walk less after the flesh and more after the Spirit. May I glorify Thee
in my body, soul, and spirit, which are Thine, 'and Elhow forth Thy
praises who ha8t called (mc) out of darkness into Thy m(l/rVeUOU8 light.'
"February 15.-Have had a severe conflict with Satan to-day. He
brought up the sins of my youth, as well as those of my later years, in array
against me. As he did to my blessed Master, he distressed me with this
Scripture, 'Who walk not after the flesh, '&c. Though I felt staggered
a little, yet I was enabled to take up the sword of the Spirit, and these
words came sweetly into my mind, 'When I would do good, evil is
present with me.' Again, to another suggestion I answered, 'The blood
of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.' 'Though your sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow,' &c. I was afterwards
enabled to realize very sweetly my union with Christ, and, through Him,
with the Father. ' I in them, and Thou in me, that they may be made
perfect in one.'
March 10.-When I think of all God's dealings with me, I am con.
strained to say, 'What hath God wrought l' Now my dear husband
seems to take great delight in the means of grace, and discovers new
beauty in the Word of God. Surely the Lord is at length nnswering my
prayers, and I trust the Holy Spirit is working in him. We are greatly
blessed in our dear minister, who preaches the Gospel so faithfully, earnestly, and unflinchingly. May the Lord bless the truth to mflny souls.
IVfarch 16.-Heard an excellent sermon this evening from Mr. Hewlett,
of Astley, who was preaching in Manchester. His text was, 'For God
who commanded the light to shiDe out of darkness, hath shined in our
ll€arts.' Such unction seems to accompany the truth of God from Mr.
H.'s lips that it scarcely seems as if a single sermon could be unaccompanied by great blessing to the Lord's dear children.
"Aprl:l29.-Have been favoured with Christian communion this week
in meeting with our dear minister, his wife, and several others at the
house of our friends Mr. and Mrs. S. Our time was spent in singing'
and prayer, with an exposition of the Word from our dear Mr. P., and
conversation upon it. It was a very delightful evening, and I find such
meetings very profitable. How long shall we thus be allowed to sit down
tmder our own vine, none making us afraid ? We are highly privileged
in means of grace, our weekly Bible class, lecture, and prayer meeting',
throu~h which we have had some wonderful answers."
,
Manchester.
E. S

(I(> b~ eonti?ll,~d.)
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STRAY THOUGHTS.
IF a minister be taught of God, that will be most prominent in his
ministry which will be most needful in a dying hour~namely, Christ
and His salvation.
Where there is prejudice against a minister of Christ there will not be
much prayer for him. Prejudice and prayer will not agree together.
Many will have a high place in heaven who had a low one on earth,
Lazarus, for instance (Luke xvi. 22).
The power of heavenly love makes a person as harmless as a dove; it
will preserve a man from envying the envious, from bearing malice towards
the malicious, from acting proudly towards the proud, from behaving
angrily towards the angry, and from wilfully deceiving the deceitful.
It is awfully dangerous to be amongst liars, briers, and fires.
The greatest of all givers-the Lord Jesus Christ-has said, "Lend,
hoping for nothing again." It is well when those who lend to man
depend on the Lord. How wany lend to man who do not depend on the
Lord. Those who lend unto the Lord depend on Him. How con·
descending in the Lord to accept of anything His people lend unto Him.
It is from their best Friend they have anything to lend.
Faith is the gift of God. God is a Spirit; hence saving faith is spiritual.
He is good, so is faith a good work. He is holy, so is faith. He is
righteous, so is he righteous who believes with his heart unto right.
eousness. He is the living God, so he is a living man who has faith. He
is merciful, so he is a merciful man who has faith. He is love, so he
who believeth hath a faith that works by love. He is wise, so is the
believer through faith wise unto salvation.
The old man of sin hates what the Bible commends, and loves what it
condemns. The new man of grace loves what the Bible commends, and
hates what it condemns. Death will for ever separate these two men, the
old and new. What a blessed thing it will be to be for ever rid of this
old sinner. Yet this will be effected by God the Saviour. God's finger
can help those who linger. It is better to be burdened with sin than
hardened in it.
A person needs directions from heaven in order to take a right step
on earth. When Joseph was directed by an angel from heaven where
to go, he took the young child with him. All who receive counsel from
heaven, like to take Jesus with them-cleave to Him. Some through
human wisdom leave Jesus; others, blessed with heavenly wisdom, cleave
to Him. We need to be taught from heaven to cleave to the Maker of
heaven. No teaching, no cleaving. What proceeds from our own spirit
moves us to leave Jesus, what comes from the Holy Spirit causes us to
cleave to Him. Joseph feared, although directed by an angel, and had
the young child with him; so those blessed with celestial wisdom, and
Christ's gracious presencE', may have many, many fears. To many, if not
all the Lord's family, tears alid fears are very common. Joseph was not
to remove from Egypt till the angel brought him word. He was favoured
with the ministry of an angel of God,-and his movements from one place
to another on this earth regulated by a word brought him from heaven,
and not by anything from his own mind. He had to wait for a w01"d
from heavE'n. Time is rightly used on earth while wailing for a word
from heaven. How Joseph would look on the young child on his
journey to Egypt, while the1"e, and when returning from it. Jesus is the
·best travelling companion. It is a good thing when any person writes
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what is acceptable to the" Father of lights." If no w itiog but this went
through the press, it would not be so much in use as it n w is. What a
wonderful power is the press for eithflr good or harm. No doubt Satan's
object is to create as many falsehoods as he can to com forth from it,
and to prevent as much truth as possible from issuing therefrom In
writing, we need the Lord's enditing and enlightening.
A child of God needs more than a good earthly diet to keep his poor
soul quiet. There is not much quiet where and when there i a riot. In
Isaiah vii. 4, it is written" Be quiet." Sooner or later, the Lord will give
true quietness to all His dear children. Somehow or other, they cannot
be quiet when they would be, here below; rough weather blows them
about like a feather, but it won't last for ever-" He maketh the storm a
calm, so that the waves thereof are still."
The things that profit most are freely given, "without money, and
without price."
There is one sight a sinner that knows his own heart never seesnamely, a greater sinner than himself.
The poor woman's" Lord, help me," is often carried for days toO'ether
in the exercised heart of the believer.
'"
7&tbury.
F. F.
RAILWAY NOTES.
Carlisle, 1 o'clock tt'ain, Aug. 7, 1876.
FACING homeward once again.
Lord, be pleased to give journeying
grace, and take me safely to my destination. By what occurred on the
Great Western line on Thursday last, I am forcibly reminded of my
dependence, momentarily, upon Thyself! Lord, Thou knowest how
anxious I was when, with our monstrous special train, upon our very
recent children's anuual excursion, with upwards of 1,200 souls, we
approached the junction hard by the scene of the late accident. With
so many little immortals entrusted to one's superintendence, how anxious
one felt that all should go well with them, and no accident occur. Lord,
'rhou knowest how I felt in the matter, and how I realized at the
time that I could only cast myself upon Thee. I saw the little ones
running in all directions, upon the very brink of the cliffs, and down by
the sea-shore, and into the water; Lord, all I could do was to commit
them to Thy care; and, upon our return-journey, just at that junction
\)f which I have spoken, how deeply I realized this! I so feared lest
our special train might by some oversight be run into. Hence, Lord,
when I heard of the recent calamity, I thought how great was Thy mercy
towards us in the preservation so lovingly vouchsafed.
Lord, repeat that mercy this day. I have a long journey before me.
Be Thou my Preserver, and indulge me, I pray Thee, with communion
with Thyself.
And now, 0 my God, I would indeed bless, praise, and adore Thee for
the gr6at-Yl'a, the boundless-love and merey bestowed upon me and
mine !Well may I, of all men, stand astounded in the contemplation
of Thy great goodness towards me. Well may I exclaim, "Who am I,
o Lord God; and what is my father's house, that Thou shouldest have
thus dealt with me? " To think that Thou shouldest not have raised me
up merely, but the loved one also, whom I have just parted with, to
testify of Thee-to speak well of Thy name, and to proclaim to pOOl'
fellow-sinners the unsearchable riches of Chriit !

The Gospel Magazine.

500

COMMUNION WITH JESUS.
(DEUT. xxxii. !); LAM. ill. 24.}
I

no joy but that which brings
Thy love, when felt, to me:
I know no bliss but that whieh springs
From fellowship with Thee.
HAVE

The yearnings of my inmost soul
None else can satisfy;
Do I not wish for Thy control,
The guidance of Thine eye?
Aye, body, soul, and spirit Thine,
'Tis my desire to be;
Does not Thy will my will incline
To choose, Lord, only Thee?
A worm in every pleasure, flower,
Of earthly soil I've found;
A with'ring gourd each shady bower,
I've sought in desert ground.
Each stream from which, with eager zest,
I've tried my thirst to slake,
Has proved a Marah, like the rest,
Bitter, for mercy's sake.
Yes, all has failed me that c01£ld fail
Of solace by the way;
But why? That I at length might hail
Thee as my only stay.!
Thou art my portion! Wondrous thought !
Then, so, too, am I Thine!
If by Thy life-blood Iwas bought,
Our union is divine.
No joy I crave but that which brings
Thy love, when felt, to me; ,
No bliss I'd know save that which springs
From fellowship with Thee!
D. H.

THE GREAT SIGHT, AND THE DEVIL'S ACKNOWLEDGMENT.
THE great sight was the Church typical in the flame, but not consumed
(Ex. iii. 3), because Christ was in the midst, as the God of Abraham,
Isaao, and J acob-the I AM.
The devil's acknowledgment was, that he knew Him who.is ever in the
midst of His tried and afflicted people (Mark i. 24), not only knowing,
but feeling their sorrows. May our faith never be less than the devil's
which made him tremble, noither our knowledge of His power, that wo
may be still and know that He is God, though we be in the flame of persecution, temptation, and affliction.
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THE POWER OF PRAYER.
(Fj'om "Life in England and Australia.")
THE following instances (says Mr. McCure) of the wonders of Divine Provi.
dence, illustrating" The Power of Prayer," are taken from my diary, written
when they Dccurred.
This has been a day of many trials to me. To·morrow I have bills to
meet to the amount of two hundred and fifty pounds. I have just paid
into the bank eighty-four pounds, with a request to the manager for con·
tinued accommodation: he has refused me, and not only done so, but has
applied the money I now paid in against my overdrawn account, which was
about sixty pounds, stating that he was very sorry, he couldn't help it;
he had received instructions to put the screw on everyone, as they were
expecting another commercial crisis. . . . I am exceedingly disappointed.
I did not expect the refusal of the manager.
Oh, how uncertain is man! and, alas! how weak is my faith! I need
pray that prayer, "Lord, increase my faith." That confidence with which
I believed in that great promise, " I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify
me," I am now questioning, and feel that I cannot believe it.
The bank manager says he cannot pay my bills, neither will he let me have
the eighty-four pounds I have just paid in. Oh, what a dreadful thing it
would be to me to have four dishonoured bills; three on Saturday and one
on Monday, and to preach two sermons on Lord's-day! I can from my heart
pray, "0 Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me:" having experienced
those words, "Vain is the help of man," I will therefore look unto the Lord.
. . Just received by post a cheque for £55 15s., and an acceptance for £125,
also the promise of another acceptance to be forwarded to me in the morning
for another £125. I paid the acceptances into the bank: they were discounted
and my bills paid.
.
What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me? for
this is indeed a great deliverance. God has wrought it, and I will praise Him.

*

*

*

*

*

*

These bills! when will they come to an end? No sooner is one paid
than there are others. On the 14th, £100; 16th, £1014s.; 17th,£33310s.6d.;
on tbe 18th, £234. Plenty of work for faith and prayer now, but I can
command neither. Lord, help me! Help me to rest upon Thy faithful word.
During this month I had bills to the amount of £2,119 4s. 10d. Oh, how
oppressed I do feel! While conducting the Wednesday evening service I
could think of nothing but bills; when giving out that verse"There's not an 'if' to foul the stream,
Or peradventure there"-

t thought of my bills, and said, " There's not a bill to foul the stream, Dor
peradventure there." The" enemy" would often thus come upon me while
in the pulpit; he would say to me just as I was about to commence prayer
or preaching, "Ah! you've got a bill to meet to-morrow!" I would wish
at these times to go to my books to see if such were the case, but I dare Dot
do BO on the Lord'a-day. At last I wrote out all my engagements, and
placed the paper in my pocket; when the enemy came again, and said,
" Ah! you've got a bili to meet to-mOlTOw!" I would then ilTliDediately
refer to my paper, and finding such not to be the case, would exclaim, " Ab l
devil, you're wrong!" . . .
Another day of anxiety, but the Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of
trouble to those who put their trust in Him. Business has considerably
revived, and I shall be able to meet all the bills now falling' due, "Trust
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in Him at all times, ye people. Pour out your hearts before Him. God is
a refuge for us." I spoke from these words on Lord's.day morning, and in
the evening from "I am a wonder unto many, but Thou art my strong
refuge." I was greatly helped throughout the day, and I feel I am indeed a
wonder unto myself in being thus able to preach with these mountain bills
upon me.
Oh, when will the da.y come when I shall be entirely free from them P
. . . . Two bills to meet in favour of Mr. M., of Melbourne; the amount
is £800. I have had large transactions with this house.
I have paid four hundred pounds, and Mr. M. has promised to assist me
if I require it when the other bills fall due. . . . . I shall not be able
to meet the other hill of Mr. M. for £400, I require two hundred pounds.
I have written to Mr. M. requesting the fulfilment of his promise in assisting me. I wrote for £200.
I have got a reply: he states that he has sent all his cash home by the
mail. I have written again, telling him that I am dependent upon it. How
I long for the answer!
The reply has come: Mr. M. is very sorry that he has despatched all his
available capital, or Mr. McCure should have had it with pleasure. I must
go to the Lord. He will deliver me. Oh, how I pleaded with the Lord at
the throne of grace that the Lord would incline and enable Mr. M. to comply
with my request! I placed myself entirely in God's hands, beseeching Him
to guide me according to His will. I am going by the first train to·morrow
to see Mr. M. personally; as yet I have never seen him; all our transactions
have been by letter; we are perfect strangers to each other.
I arrived at the warehouse in Melbourne, and was astonished to find that
Mr. M. is a Jew. I introduced myself, and was received most kindly. I expressed the object of my visit. Mr. M. asked me if I could not possibly
do without the two hundred pounds. I told him I could not; that it was
imperative.
.. Then you must have it," he said.
He called the clerk, and gave him a cheque for the two hundred pounds,
and told him to go to the bank and get the money for.it: "you have only a
f.ew moments to spare before the bank closes."
The clerk re~urned, stating that he was too late. Mr. M. then put on his
hat, and asked me to accompany him. He went to the bank and saw the
manager. Mr. M. asked him to oblige him with the money. He said, .. I
require it for this gentleman (alluding to me). my friend, who is going to
Geelong by the next train." The manager gave the money, and I returned
home rejoicing. I gave my post-dated cheque to Mr. M. for the two hundred pounds. I have now ample means to meet my engagements.
Another bill due for £266. I called upon my b.mker and asked him to
accommodate me by allowing me to overdraw my account for the purpose of
meeting the above bill due to-morrow. He refused. This was a wonderful
instance of God answering pmyer. While I was reasoning with the manager
to accommodate me, and he positively refusing, I was secretly pleading with
God: "Lord, help me! constrain him! he is in Thy hands! I beseech Thee
incline him!" All at once he said, " How much do you want P" I told him
£150, and said, "The accommodation I require is only temporary, that my bill
may be met on the morrow." The manager said, "If you pay fifty pounds
into the bank now before it. closes, you shall have it." I scarcely knew what
answer to give him, but feeling my mind directed I promised to do so. I
hurried to my shop, when I found I had but five minutes before the bank
closed: all the money I could find was thirty pounds. I now wanted twenty
more. What to do I did not know; there was no time to go out and get it;
therefore I could do nothing but cry unto the Lord. A young man came
into the shop with an order for goods; it was not his intention to give me that
order, as he always dealt at another shop, but passing the door at that
moment he felt constrained to come in. He gave me the order, sta.ting that
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he was in a great hurry, and could not stop to look them out, and asked me
to write out the invoice at once. I did so; it amounted to nineteen pounds
fifteen shillings. He gave me a cheque for twenty pounds; I gave him the
change. I now had exactly fifty pounds, which I immediately sent to the
bank. Five minutes after the postman came in with a register'ed lettel'
which contained a cb que for one hundred pounds. Thus was I delivered
tbat day by the good hand of my God.
The promise by whioh I besieged the throne was fulfilled: "Call upon me
in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me."

*

f

*

*

*

*

*

The following instances from my diary are most remarkable. How true
the heart of man is in the hands of the Lord! "As the rivcrs of water, He
turneth it whithersoevcr He will."
I require one hundred pounds to meet an engagement to-morrow. I called
upon several persons wbo were indebted to me ovel' and above the amount
required, not one of whom would settle their accounts. I called upon one
debtor, a solicitor, a man of the world, and almost destitute of the sympathy
of our common humanity, and asked him if he would pay me his account,
us it was overdue. He replied, " I suppose it would be an accommodation to
you if I were to do so." I said it would, and I should feel obliged to him.
"Well, then," he answered, "seeing that it will be an accommodation to you,
I will not settle it; therefore I desire that you will not come bothering
me with your accounts." . .
Whilst I was in my counting-house, sorely
oppressed, I was pouring out my soul before God to undertake for me and
provide the means before the bank closed, that 11l1ight pay it in to meet my
engagement of the morning.
It is now two o'clock, the bank closes at three.
I have again prayed to the Lord to direct me where to ~o and what to do.
I felt my mind directed to go to the solicitor again, and went. As I was
walking up the stairs of his office I met him coming down.
"Well, Mt,. McCure," he said, "what do you want? Money?"
"Yes, sir," I replied; "that is just what I do want."
"How much do you want P" he asked; "one hundred ponnds?"
"That is exactly the amount I require," I said.
"How long do you want it for?"
"For one week, sir."
"Very well; give me your post-dated cheque, and I will let you have it."
In less than five minutes he gave me that amount, and I was that day
delivered by the interposition of the Lord on my behalf. . . . Another
bill due for £600 in a week's time. . . . Nothing but disappointments
all this week; taken only sufficient to pay my current expenses.
Saturday night. Nothing towards the £600 due next Tuesday.
I was greatly oppressed to.day (Sunday); this bill is like a viper upon my
mind. I wish I could shake the beast off into the fire, as Paul did, and feel
no harm. I could not shake it off; therefore I was obliged to take it with me
to chapel. While in the vestry I said to it, as Ahrabam did to his young
men, " Abide ye here!" The monster would not heed me, but accompanied
me into the pulpit. Several times in prayer I thought the bill would have
stopp...d my mouth. During the singing of the second hymn the enemy
came in like a flood: "You'll never be able to meet the bill ! Now what will
become of your character P Yon'll be obliged to go into the Insolvent
Cuun!" The thought of the Insolvent CUUl't caused me to cry untu God
to make a way of escape, when as though a voice spake to me, saying, "Go
to the Lond"n Chartered Bank!" which was )'epeated with emphasis.' Immediately I felt that I was delivered, and at that moment the last· verse of
the hymn was sung; I stood up and preached, the Lord being with me.
Thus I was sUf<tained throughout that day.
Monday morning has come. To-morrow I must have six hundred pounds,
but how?
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Whatever is meant by those words, " Go to the London Chartered Bank" P
I have never done any business there.
.
About. two o'c!"ck I WflS walking down Mnorabool Street" when, opposite
the Bank of New South Wale~, I met Mr. Douglas, a merchant bdure referred to, who came up to me and shook hands.
"How are you getting on, Mr. McCure ? "
Before I had time to reply he said. "Oh! by-the-bye, you bank here, don't
you? Why don't you go to the London Chartered Bank? I am one of
the directors. If you want accommodation at any time, you can h,lve it,
Do you want any now? "
" I do," I replied.
"To what amount?"
" Six hundred pounds. For one week."
"Well, come with me, and I will introduce you to the manager; he will
be glad to get you as a customer."
I was introduced by him to the manager.
The manager said, "I'm very glad to see you, Mr. McCure."
Mr. Douglas wrote out a cheque for six hundred pounds, and said, "Now
give me your acceptance at three months for the amount."
I opened an account at the London Chartered Bank, and I met my bill
due on the morrow. Thus," Go to the London· Chartered Bank" was evidentlyof the Lord, and it was the Lord who thus ordered that I should
meet with that gentleman and inclined his mind to reiterate what the Lord had
said to me whtle in His house and in the pulpit., by which I was delivered
in the f ...elings of my own mind from the crushing burden that was upon
my spirit.
>!to
'"
*
"
~
*
What shall I render unto the Lord for all His henefits unto me? I have
this day paid my last acceptance. A little while since the mountain
appeared insurmountable, over five thousand pounds' worth of acceptances
coming due! By the wonder-working hand of my God this mountain has
become a plain. My Jehovab-Jireh has brought me through all my troubles,
and enabled me to honour all my engagements, so that my name, character,
and credit have been preserved in the world. Oh, what a mercy all those
with whom I have done business for the last seven years l'espect me! and I
have now arranged to give up my business, and devote the whole of my time
to the cause of God.
Having disposed of my business to my broLhers, and the Church baving
arranged that the proceeds of the collections shall be handed over to me,
I have now given up all eecular engagements to devote the whole of my time
to the ministry.
[The foregoing will explain how it is that certain men whom the Lord
has afterwards called to the ministry can so practically sympathize with
and so often have a word in season for, those who are immersed i~
business cares and anxieties.-EDIToR.J

Waters in the Wildet·ne88.
438 Original Hymns, suitable for Public
Worship or Private Reading.
By THOMAS EnWARDS, Minister of
Salem Independent Ohapel, 'funbridge Wells. London: Simpkins)
Marshall, and 00.
THESE hymns were composed, ~e are ~nfo~med, during a .period of forty
years i hence there must be an mtermmglmg of sigh and song a8 the
result of such a sojourn in the wilderness.
'
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