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THE meeting with an old and valued friend was the means of bringing the above words to the mind. He had been very greatly triedyea, in such a manner and to such an extent as, without special grace
and strength from on high, would make the stoutest heart to quail.
Still we were amazed at the cheerful bearing, notwithstanding the
crushing weight and the peculiar character of the trial. We cannot
give particulars, but we may say thus much: in the "collect or
prayer for all conditions of. men," we say, ",V'e commend to Thy
Fatherly goodness all those who are any ways afHicted in mind,
body, or estate." Now, with respect to our del1r friend,we may
state that it is not .merely in ((n!! one of these particulars ha is
llffiicted, but in all. Hence we contemplated with the greater surprise
and astonishment, at the sl1me time with gratitude and admiration,
the wonderful grace given, by which he is thus not only sustained,
but comforted and enco.uraged.
We are certain that, were we at liberty to enter into details, and
to give particulars of the cl1se to which we refer, it would perfeotly
surprise our readers; and the believing portion of them would bs
compelled to testify of the love, and admire the goodness, and
adore the mercy of Him who thus illustrates and confirms His
own precious truth, ":My grace is sufficient for thee; for :My
strength is made perfeot in weakness."
There was another mercy which wo could but recognize in the
case of our dear friend. At certain times J1nd sea~ons we have
seen him so borne down under the pressure of pain and anguish
,of body as to be unable to stand. He has been compelled to seek
relief by change of position. Now, though he has passed the age
of man, there was an elasticity of step and 11 brightness of
countenance that perfectly amazed us. Personally, we felt, whilst
2L
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conversing- with him, that one tithe of his trials, without corres~
ponding grace and strength froID. Him who alone can vouchsafe it,
and we must be utterly crushed.
But, reader, listen to our dear friend's testimony: "It has
indeed'been a great trial, but I have had, under it, such an insight
into my own heart as I never had before."
He then spokfl in the most glowing terms of the Lord's
wonderful goodness and mercy; and, in such varied and minute
particulars, saw and spoke of the Lord's Fatherly tenderness and
consideration-how He had set one thing over against another;
how He "stayeth His rough wind in the day of His east wind; "
how mindful He was of His word, "Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things, before ye ask Him;"
and" My God shall supply all your need, according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus."_
In the midst of all this sweet and simple falling into the hands
of the 1101'0., however, our friend touched upon one matter in particular that caused him anxiety. It was a subject in which ho
felt quite at a loss to know how to act. The mentioning it at
once brought vividly to our mind the case of the beloved RUTH
BRYAN, who, we learn from her diary, was exercised in precisely
the sllme way ::md upon the very same subject as our friend.
. It at once led us to see and to testify that the Lord will have
His children to "walk by faith, and not by sigld." However they
may strive to make a smooth path for themselves, and by foresight
or plans and schemes of their own, endeavour to stave off trial,
shun affiiction, or avoid the rough and the rugged, yet the Lord
,will not have it; but will keep them to the daily practical fact,
"It is through much tribulation ye must enter the kingdom.'"
They are to leal'n by daily details, and by manifold and everchanging lessons, not only 'that "this is not their rest," but that
every insight into the nature of the kingdom of grace, and each
occasional passing glance into the kingdom of glory, is through the
means, and inseparable from the essential instrumentality, of trial
and temptation, affiiction and sorrow, care and perplexity.
Reader, we are increasingly convinced that suoh is the case j
aye, and there is a precious lesson learnt in connection therewith.
It is tHis-the less of sight ancfvsense, the more of simple fceitlt and
trust. We could but remark to our dear friend, "The lOtcer we
are" in pocket, the stronger we are in faith."
,
Beloved, the Lord knows how to fix that precious truth upon
the hearts of His dear children; as a nail in a sure place: "Hearken,
my beloved brethren," says the Apostfe J ames, "hath not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which He hath promised to them that love :::i.im?"
, Yea, and it is in connection with their creature poverty they are
permitted and privileged to realize their fu>avenly heirship. Without
doubt the blessed LUTllER was well instructed in this precious
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Gospel secret; henoe his fear at one time lest the Lord was about
to put him off with a merely fleshly portion.*
We have only to appeal to our spiritual and observant readers
as to the truth of our remark. Have not such found, when means
have been scanty-when, aooording to human appearanoes, it has
been low-water mark with them-there has been the sweetest oonfidence in, and most ohild-like dependenoe upon, a oovenant God?
But again, in regard to our friend, and the matter about which
he was so at a loss to know how to act, and as to what might be the
Lord's will, we saw, not only how trial of some sort is the family
portion of all, but, likewise, how the Lord would invariably lay a
something or other upon His ohildre:Q. that should furnish them with
a continuous errand to the mercy-seat.
Well, and are they ever so really happy, or nearly.so much in
their right place, as under these circumstances? By_no means.
What is it that serves, instrumentally, to maintain the intimacy and
to keep up the communion betwelln the Lord and His dear people?
Oh, it is trouble-trouble! It is that special something or other
which they Gannot manage themselves, )Jut whioh they are ,compelled
to go to the Lord to manage for them.
In the experience of the Lord's children, we' believe that the
intervals are very short in whieh they are not necessitated, from
some cause or other, to exclaim, " Oh, Lord, I am oppressed; undertake for me." Aye, and we believe that such will be the cry,
on and on, and day by day, all the way of the wilderness, down
to the very verge of the. J ordtin; yea, and in it, too. But then
(blessed be God!) it will be farewell to such ories, and adieu to
suoh experiences, for ever and ever!
Oh, what a termination to all sighing and sorrow, trial and
temptation, pain and privation, will that be! "VhQ-t an exchange!
Sin for unsullied purity! darkness for eternal day! sorrow for
uninterrupted joy! conflict for everlasting victory! the very occasional and merely momentary rays of the Sun of Righteousness down
here for the blissful basking in the fulness of His glory up
there! the glimpse now and then of Jesus, whilst on pilgrimage,
for the ceaseless beholding of the King in His beauty, in the land
which now so often seems so very.' far ofi'!
'
Ah! dear brother or sister, careworn, it may be, and footsore,
through the length and the roughness of the way, oheer up!
Depend upon it, the Apostle was by no means mistaken in his
calculation when he said: "I peokon that the sufferings of this
'" This brings to our recollection, at the moment of writing, the case of one now
past her fourscore years, who, when we first became aequainted with her (nearly
forty years ago) was living in luxury., Her husband was proverbially wealthy. At
our last interview (some five or six years ago) she told us that in former years she
had asked the LJrd that she might become a poor woman. No doubt her requests
were founded upon the fear lest she should have her porbion here, instead of hereafter.
Be this as it may, the Lord answered her prayer. He took her at her word. She
who had so long and so generousl;y helped others, is now devenqellt on others' help;
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present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that
shall be revealed in us."
Oh, we would have these sufferers, these worn-and-weary ones,
"read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest" the thirty-seventh and
seventy-third Psalms, and the twenty-seventh chapter of Job. If,
as Asaph says, such are at any time or in the leastwise at a loss to
know how it is and why it is that the wicked prosper, whilst they are
"chastened every morning," oh, let such wearied and trembling
ones well weigh Asaph's words, where he says: "When I thought
to know this, it was too painful for me, until I went into the
sanctuary of God; then understood I their end."
Observe this, dear reader, and couple with it the Psalmist's saying,
in the thirty-seventh Psalm: "Mark the perfect man, and behold
the upright: for the end of that man is peace." Ah! then, what
ample ground there is for giving hecd to the Apostle Peter's
language: "Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober,
and 110pe to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ."
But, further, Asaph says: "Surely Thou didst set them in
slippery places.~ Thou castedst them down into destruction. Ho/()
are they brMtgM into desolation, as 1'n a moment!

THEY ARE UTTERLY

Yes, those bold and courageous onesthose who had flattered themselves with the vain idea, "The Lord
doth not see j and is there knowledge in the Most High? "
Alas! alas! what a fearful day of reckoning will that be, when
the Lord fulfils His word (and" He is not a man, that He should
lie; or the son of man, that He should repent"), "Because I have
cl;tlled, and ye refused; I have stretchEid out My hand, and no man
regarded; but ye have set at nought all My counsel, and would
none of My reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will
mock when your fear cometh. When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when distress and
anguish cometh upon you. Then shall they call upon Me, but I
will not answer; they shall seek Me early, but they shall not find
Me; for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the fear of
the Lord" (Prov. i. 24-29).
We are bound to testify that the longer we live, the more we
,tremble for such as have been favoured with Gospel privileges-have
had an open Bible, and had the counsel and ministrations of God's
divinely-commissioned servants-but, notwithstanding all, have
continued citizens of the world. Such, in spite of cautions and
exhortations and admonitions, have given their whole time and
talents to the all-absorbing idea of how they could add house ~o
home and field to field. With all the shrewdness and boasted farsightedness of these men, they have blinded their eyes and turned a
'deaf ear to the words of Him" who spake as never man spake."
What was His reply to the man who said, "I will pull down my barns,
a.nd pp.ild .gr_eater; and. there will I.. be~tow
. p,ll my fruits and my
CONSUMED WI;rH TERRORS."
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goods. And I will say to my soul; Soul, thou hast much goods laid
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry"?
What did the Lord say? Why, th~s: "Thou fool! [a fool-:1
consummate fool, in spite of all his forethought, carefulness, and
boasted wisdom-' thou fool!' ] this night thy soul shall be required of
thee j then whose shall those things be which thou hast provided?"
Oh, if the dear children of God, amid all their distresses, privations, and depressions, could but ponder more over these so plainlyrevealed-aye, and so commonly equally plainly confirmed, faetp,
too-how it would tend, under God, to reoonoile them to their
Father's wisely and lovingly allotted portion. "Better is little w:ith
the fear of the Lord, than great treasure, and trouble therewith."
To return, however, to our dear friend and brother in the Lord,
as we stoOd oonversing in the crowded street, with the multitudes
going hither and thither, all-engrossed and all-absorbed with the
trumpery and travail of this fleeting time-state, we could but say,
first, as to our portion and allotment here, that it was divinely and
well-appointed; that we dare not choose for ourselves; that, if a
child of God attempted to carve for himself, he was sure to cut his
fingers. Next, we reminded him of "the little while, and soon He
that shall come will come, and will not tarry." Ah I it did seem" a
little 1IJ1n'le " indeed!
"Yet a season, and we know
[Yes, blessed be God, we know it]
Happy entrance shall be given;
All our sorrows left below,
And earth exchanged for heaven."

.,

~

We had only left our friend a minute or two, and passed on a
few yards, when we met another friend-one immersed in the
business of life, and with whom everything, in a commercial point
of view, pre-eminently prosper". He is one of those of whom it is
said, "Whatever· he touches turns into gold." Hence his case
stood in most striking contrast to that of the friend from whom we
had just parted. But we happened to know (although our information had aforetime been volunteered us from a totally different
souroe) that there was another feature of his case· in which it
likewise differed materially from the aforenamed friend.
As previously intimated, we cannot venture upon details; but
thus much we can say, that, notwithstanding the prosperity of the
one and the privation of the other, suoh was the peculiar nature of
the trial ~of the one, as a set-off against his worldly sucoesses and
achievements, that, had ·we the choioe of positions, we should have
no diffioulty in regard to that upon whioh we should deoide. We
know which, without a moment's hesitation, we should choose.
This simple meeting and greeting by the way reminded us of It
remark which fell from the lips of a passenger a few weeks ago, on
board one of the steamers plying up all-d down the river Tamar, in
the neighbourhood of Plymouth. "I have had eleven children,"
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said she, "and have lost all but two; but, whatever trials I may
have" (and she hinted at one or two of them), she added, "I have
only to look at others, and I am sure to find them more deeply
tried than myself." "That's a fact," said I, "which I have been
endeavouring to set before my fellow-men for nearly forty yearil."
" ·We [alluding to her hu~band and herself] are come down here;"
said she, "from London, in order to divert a relative whose mind
is affected. The doctors say that there is really nothing the matter
with him, but he must have change, and he must not be allowed to
travel alone."
What a key was. thus, as in a moment, given! The person of
whom she spoke occupied an important and lucrative position; but
such were the facts, notwithstanding.
Ah! dear reader, this is, as it were, another voice: "Be content
with such things as ye have." 1£ you will have another cross, in
place of that the Lord has chosen to lay upon your shoulders, it will
not be a lighter one, depend upon it. If the present thorn must be
extracted, even though another takes its place, be assured that
other will prick quite as sharply-yea, in all probability, more so.
•
But, in the minute or two the latter friend to whom we have
referred, halted, and among the few remarks which passed between
us, he happened to mention the name of one who had just somewhat
suddenly passed away. He was one whose profession was that of
catering to the amusement and entertainment of his fellow-men.
But a month or so ago, he had lost his wife. He had never
recovered from the effects of that loss. Turning away, with tears
in his eyes, our friend said: "He has left ten children, aUlI 4as
died insolvent."
.
Here was more material for thought. Oh, what volumes seemed,
as it were, in a moment to present themselves! The dear friend from
whom we first had parted. was bright and happy-yea, most joyous
and contented-even "although the fig-tree did not blossom,
neither was there fruit in the vines;" virtually" the labour of the
olive had failed, and the fields did yield no meat; the flock had
been cut off from the fold, and there was no herd in the stalls; "
yet, if ever a man, notwithstanding, did "rejoice in the Lord, and
joy in the God of his salvation," it was my sorely-afflicted and
deeply-tried friend.
Speaking of' his trials, and of the marvellously-mysterious way
in which the Lord had led him and those with whom he had been
.long connected: "Ah!" said he, " we have not yet seen the end of'
the Lord;" as much as to say, "we shall see it by-and-bye."
Yea, his full soul and. his bright, smiling countenance seemed
already to drink into the spirit and mentally to adopt the language
of the prophet Micah: "I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for
the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. Rejoice not
against me, 0 mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit
in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me. I will bear the
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indignaLion of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him, until
He plead my cause, and execute judgment for me: He will bring
,
me forth to the light, and I shall behold His righteousness."
Reader, with the simple facts which we have thlis placed before you,
can you wonder at our thinking the words at the head of this
article being singularly appropriate: "The heart knoweth his own
bitterness j and a stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy" ?
Ah! how truly does the blessed Hart say-"Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes:
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize;
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
_ A something secret sweetens all."

St. Luke's, Bedminster, July 29, 1878.

1-

THE EDITOR.

POSTSClUPT.-Could we present our readers with facts, as they
are known to us, they might tend greatly to confirm our remarks,
and, under God, lead to the giving heed to the exhortation; " Be
content with such things as ye have." For obvious reasons, however,
it is necessary to suppress details; but we may assure our readers
that facts with which we ll,re familiar only ratify and establish the
conviction of our own mind, that the Lord is most wise, ~ost
gracious, most merciful in all the appointments of His children. He
knows infinitely better than they can ever know where to place them,
.with what to' exercise them, and when and by what means to deliver
them. He can make no mistakfl, but will (to all intents and
purposes) lead them bJ " the right way, that they may go to a city
of habitation."
Yes, indeed it is a verity, that "the heart knoweth his own
bitterness." At times especially we know, personaliy, what it is to
. feel intensely for those whom we see und':ll', the harass and turmoil
and crushing weight and care and worry of business-life. Whilst
we prcty for such,we thank our God for deliverance from it.""
Oh, if the streets, lanes, and market-places of our crowded towns
and cities could speak-if counting-houses, factories, shops, and
ante-rooms could echo the cries, the sobs, the groans, the pleadings,
and entreaties of the Lord's people, in connection with their business-

* It is often times to us a matter of astonishment how the' Lord's peop'e are
supported and sustained, in connection with the present system of trading. What
witb. the adulteratiou, the competition, tbe systematic lying, it is marvellous how
conscientious, truthful, God-fearing men are borne up and brought through from
day to day. As an example of competition, we may mention that, a short time
since, we met a farmer, who also does a large business as contractor. Speaking
of competition, he said: "I have just declined the purchase of one hundred and
fifty sacks of oats, for three farthings a sack!" A price per yard was given for
some iron fencing. Immediately upon completion of the work, a cheque was given,
merely deducting the odd two shillings from the gross amOl1nt (£14 2,.). The
parties, however, stated that business was now carried on upon such small profits
that they must have the two shilling~. Thil simple fact goes to prove how trade
is conducted in these ;lays.
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conflicts and hade-struggles-what secrets would they disclose, in
illustration of that Scripture, "The kingdom of hea"vensuffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force."
Yet, withal, it is wonderful to see how the Lord stands by and
sustains and interposes on behalf of His people. The Lord Christ
Himself having, in His own divine Person, so well known what
the taunts and insinuations and threatenings of a gainsaying world
were, can the marc readily sympathize ,with His suffering members
in their contact with the world. Nor has He forgotten His
memorable prayer to His Father and their Father, to His God and
their God: "I pray not that Thou shouldest take them out of the
world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil."
JESUS, THE SAME FOR EVER.
JESUS, Thy

name, Thy changeless name,
Thy love~ Thy boundles~ power, .
The vilest wretch on earth may claim,
To cheer his dying hour.

Never. a sad and tea~-dimmed eye
UI;hfted unto r:I;hme,
But It was met wI(h sY!Dpathy
And succour; both dlVllle."

The dying'thief Thy mercy craved,
And he is with Thee now;
How many dyingthieves Thou'st saved,
Bless God, we do not know!
Manasseh killed, yet he was Thine;
David forgot and fell;
Mnses was angry, Peter swore.
And yet they loved Thee well.
J eSllS, Thy name, .Thy changeless name,
S~cu.red repentmg grace;
TheIr lIves may wear a cloud of blame,
Yet they behold Thy face.
We would not wear.such cloud of blame,
Yet would no~ hIde r:I;hy power;
But jher~ are bItte.r thmgs, we fear,
May dIm our dymg hour.
And so we turn us to the one
Great Sacrifice for sin;
Tb-e sweet atonement of Thy cross,
And think what Thou hast beenEver the Saviour of" the lest,
Ever the sinner's Friend,
Ever Thy weary people's trust,
When other trustings end.
And Thy dear name, 'I'hy changeless
name,
Bids hope and comfort spring;
Neyer a soul was driven back
"Who wught Thee sorrowing.

We leave it to Thy credit, Lord,
Whate'er our future be,
There have been moments in our lives
When we have dealt with Thee.
And Thou hast been beyond all praise,
Beyond ali hoping, kind;
A sea of rest wherein to drown
The sorrows of the mind.
vVe took fresh courage from the fact
That Thou hadst heard our pra~'er,
Hoping 'l'hou wouldst not carry us
To death, and leave us there:
Believing (though with fearful faith,
_Because of daily sin),
That Thou wouldst e,er be the God
Which Thou hast ever been:

Essex.

Ever the Saviour of the lost,
Ever the sinner's Friend,
Ever Thy weary people's trust,
When other trustings end.
W El may not lay us down to die
Upon a peaceful bed;
Thou ~atherest Thy lilies oft
With thunders overhead.
The roaring wave, the raging flame,
The earthquake and the flood,
Have tossed full many a weary saint
Into the arms of God.

Come when, come where, be ours to cling,
Oh, Lamb of God, to Thee;
And, leaning on Thy changeless name,
Enter etemity.

M. A. O.
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~mnnf,tifle ~O'fea.
RILLS OF OOMFORT.
"In the multitude of my thoughts within me, Thy comforts delight my
soul."-PsALM xciv. 19.
,\VHAT a vast volume of arithmetic it would make, if it were possible
to set down the multitude of thoughts that pags through one's mind,
even during a single year of. our life's strugglings! But who indeed
would like such an enumeration of one's thoughts, concerning which it is
written, "The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are van.ity"~
Now, at the particular period when David burst forth with a full
heart, saying, "In the multitude of my thoughts within me, Thy
comforts delight my soul," it is evident he was referring to thoughts
which uprose from certain causes-for ins.tance, from the surprise which
often possesses the soul of the child of God that the Lord shoulel permit
the ungodly so to· t1'iumph, and the workers of iniquity so to boast themselves, while the poor tried people of God were often thereby" broken
in pieces," and God's heritage deeply afflicted. "Oh, why," the poor soul
says, "are these things permitted to go on; year after year, and I
trodden down by some ungodly tyrant, just, it may be, to gain the
bread that perisheth ~ Why is a just man made in experience to sink in
his righteousness, and a wicked man permitted to prolong his life in
his wickedness ~" Yes, dear reader, these things are hard to understand at the time, yet all will be cleared up by Him who maketh
"crooked things straight, and' rough places plain."
Often is it the
case that ungodly families will go on eating, drinking, and living in a
whirl of merriment, with no fear of death before their eyes, while
many a child of God is found trembling night and day with regard to
the end. Ah! we would a thousand t.imes over rather be the trembler
than the thoughtless one. .The And must come, and then" man ·dieth and
wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and where is he" ~
The Psalmist often would ponder over these things, and precious
arc his thoughts concerning them.
.
Another cause of a "multitude of thougbts" in his mind arose from
a personal expm'ience of the chastening hanel of his Goel, and yet his. "rill of
comfort" under it all was, that the Lord will not, with all His cl~astening,
cast off His people, neither will He forsake His inheritance. And how
nice it is to meet with the chastened Christian-one whom the Lord
has searched, softened, sifted, and stripped! The converse is sanctified-the telIings matured and weighty.
And often have we been
struck with this fact, how a man of God, unlettered, it may be, whom
the Lord has led into the ministry, will unfold one's own experience
and teaching, and turn out such things as will not merely describe
one's career, but will show that he well understands what it is to
have been under the chastening hand of the Lord for many years.
And then, again, another fruitful source of thoughtfulness in his mind
was the divine sustaining the Lord had granted him in the midst of all
the afflictions and trials he had passed through. " Unless," he says, "the
Lord had been my hdp, my soul ha<:l almost dwelt in silence. When I
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said, My foot slippeth; Thy mercy, 0 Lord, held me up. In the
multitude of my thoughts within me, Thy comforts delight my soul."
And, beloved, the point in divine experience the Lord has pressed
'upon us at this time is, to draw from His own vV ord what are some
of His" comforts which delight the soul," in the midst of things which
disquiet and distress our spirits,
One source of comfort which at once comes up before us is the fact
that salvation is of the Lord-that Jesus hath finished the work for us,
and does not require at our hands an impossibility-for sure I am, if He
required of us a single spiritual act, we could not perform it'in and pf
ourselves; and a lengthened experience only brings out more and
more the fact.
'C I am a poor sinner, and nothing at all,
But Jesus Christ is my 'All and in alL'"
And that this is not mere sentiment, mark the emphatic statement of
the Most High Himself: "Oomfort ye, comfort ye My people, saith your
God. Speak ye to the heart, to the Ohurch, and cry unto her, that
her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned." Here,
then, is more than a "rill of comfort" to the soul. It is a stream of
comfort to know that the work of salvation is all finished and complete
for us.
And then abounding consolation can be drawn from such topics as
these-the resurrection of our Lord from the dead, the First-fruits of
the glorious harvest of precious souls who shall be gathered safely
home; the power of God the Spirit, which shall keep them for the
kingdom; the unquenchable love of the Saviour for all His blood-boughtpeople; the work of Ohrist for us, and which is effectual for om'
justification, and the work of Ohrist in us, by which we are set apart as
vessels of mercy, and caused to "grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of Him whom to know is life eternal."
And we might follow these remarks with many other consolatory
doct?'ines of the Bible, but it is laid upon us ~ this time more especia1Jy
to dwell upon the temptations which the children of God become
subjected to, and which, when yielded to, make them doubt if it can
be possible that they belong to the family of Goel at all. For is it not
the case, dear reader, that many a child of Goel is left, it may be, for
years mule?' the dominion of some evil temptcdion, and no cleUvemnce comes,
-and they argue in the distress of their soul, "How can I be a child of
God, to be permitted to fall into such a God-dishonouring habit-my
cries and my tears disregarded1 Oh, sometimes it seems as if despair
would seize me, and I must be cast with the ungodly into perdition" 1
Now, we want to be the means of sending a C'rill of comfort" into
the souls of such. And be it observed, tried one, that, if you are to be
cut off for some evil habit and easily-besetting sin, then along with you
must be swept God's Old Testament prophets and New Testament
saints by wholesale, for they proved again and again that they were but
mortals, and fell under many a temptation by the way. Let us prove
our point. "God said unto Noah, Oome thou and all thy house into
the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before Me in this generation."
Thus does the Lord, in a signal and sovereign way, preserve His saint
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and his family, and yet, after all, "Noah began to be an husbandman,
and he planted a vineyard; and he drank of the wine, and was drunken;
and he was uncovered within his tent." It really makes one shed tears
to think such a servant of the Most High should so .fall and degrade
himself. But are not such instances left upon record to show us the
complete frailty of human nature, even with the best of men 7 and, with
all such frailty, the Lord will still save His servants, as an act of sovereign
glace and mercy.
But take another instance to the point. Lot was specially favoured
with a visit from two angels of the Lord. The men of Sodom compassed his house, with the determination of breaking open the door,
and having the men brought out j but the Lord smote the Sodomites,
both young and old, with blindness, "so that they wearied themselves
to find the door." But a more signal act of divine preservation
awaited righteous Lot. Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed by fire
frolll heaven, and Lot and his sons and daughters are saved; and yet
so painful is his conduct, after all this, that we can only draw a veil
over it. Truly, as an old divine has said, "A true believer goes to
heaven by the gate of hell, and is always nearer heaven when he
thinks himself farthest from it." We know well that all such experience will not do for those who cloak themselves in creature holiness j
but such character.;;, at all events, were not those whose histories are
described in the Bible, and whom God is pleased to call His own.
But take another case to the point. Moses prayed to the Lord
that he might go over and see the good land that is beyond Jordan,
and towards which he had been pressing for so many weary years.
But no j the Lord would not permit him. And why 7 True, there
is no reference to any personal act of sinfulness on his part, but the
Lord was wroth with him because of the rehellious conduct of the
children of Israel, and would not let him go over j so that God's
ancient people cannot be set up as models of perfection for His
spiritual Israel, but proved themselves to be a sinful and erring
people throughout their career.
Take another case, even David, who was called "a man after
God's own heart." Special were the communications of His grace and
love to this anointed one. Wondrously was he preserved in times
of danger and distress, and the Lord granted unto him such a measure of :heartfelt experience as caused him to pen those Psalms
which are such a treasure to the Ohurch j and yet, saint as he was,
sinner he proved still to be, as in that lamentable fall with Bathsheba,
concerning which the Lord said, "I anointed thee king over Israel j
I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul j I did this and the other
for thee, and yet thou hast despised the commandment of the Lord,
to do evil in His sight."
Beloved, we are not desirous of raking up these things and inconsistencies on the part of God's servants. The review of them is
painful, but we only refer to them as showing that, in the wonderful
graciousness of our God, His child is His child still, although he may
be permitted to fall into some evil habit, some dire temptation.
Not in. a single instance do we find God describing His servants as
eternally lost in consequence. He is still, as one has observed,

-
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"black, yeL white j weak, yet strong j contemptible, yet honourable j
sick, yet well j healthy, yet diseased j at liberty~ yet in prison j fearful and timorous, yet bold as a lion j a saint, yet a sinner." Reader,
these are paradoxes we 'do not expect the professor to understand.
Take another case to strengthen our position. Solomon loved the
Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, pleasing his God
by asking for an understanding heart, which the Lord promised him
in such rich communications that "there was none like him before
Him, neither should any arise like him j" and yet note his own
assertion: "I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet
acquainting mine heart with wisdom j" which seems to imply that
he would give his heart up to folly and vanity, that he might ac-'
quaint himself with the feelings lY'ld pleasures of the ungodly and
worldly-a dangerous expedient indeed, and one very like. thrusting
one's hand into the fire, and expecting not to be burned.
Look also at J ehoshaphat, who, in the hour of distress, pleaded
so preciously and so successfully with his God, the Lord telling him
He would fight for him, and that he need only "stand still" and see
the salvation of the LOl:d j" and yet, after so much mercy past, he
is found, at the close of his career, joining himself with Ahaziah,
king of Israel, "who did very wickedly." The same with Hezekiab,
who, in answer to llis earnest pleadings, the Lord granted recovery
from sickness, and lengthened out his days j yet, after all this, we
read of his heart being lifted up with pride, so that the wrath of
the Lord came upon hiin. 'What shall we say to these things 1 We
are told that, concerning the children of God, " Ye are the temples
of the Holy Ghost j" and yet again and again it seems the heart
is more like "a. den of thieves "-thieves that are robbing us of our
spiritual joys, .and causing us to pander to the lusts of the flesh.
Now, we might go on mentioning more cases to the point, showing that God's people, with all their blessings, privileges, and standing in Ohrist, yet give abounding proof that they carry about with
them the old nature, which often brings them under the dominion
of some wretched evil habit, from which they seem as if they could
not gain deliverance. Let it not be supposed that wc are palliating
such habits for a moment, nor leaning in the least to the Antinomian wickedness of saying God leaves us, and, therefore, we cannot
help it. This would be charging God with the sin committed. This
would be "sinning that grace may abound j" and from such a position we say as emphatically as did the Apostle Paul, "God forbid!"
What, then, is the remedy 1 First, earnest wrestling with the Lord
for deliverance from the evil habit or easily-besetting sin, whatever
that sin may be. It may be said, "This we have done for months
-ah! even for years-yet He will not deliver." Ah! but has it
been done with a fervent desire to give up the sin 1 We have
known cases, for instance, where. the bottle has been clutched with one
hand, the other uplifted to God for deliverance. The bottle must be
dropped-hurled away-and both hands uplifted to God. We have
seen the habit hugged as a fond darling, with no determination to
give it up, and' yet the cry going up at the same time to be freed
from it. Will God be so mocked, and not be wrath with His child 1
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No! We do believe that the first act towards deliverance is, setting
our face boldly towards the habit or sin itself, with a "Get thee
behind me, Satan 1" "He that hath clean h.ands [not dirty, polluted
hands], shall wax stronger and stronger." Discard the source of pollution, and the strength will be given. Try H, poor soul, if thou art
subject to any of the temptations referred to. There is no free-will
in such advice. God calls Himself upon His child to "cease to do
evil ;" and, where there is this determination, He will give the grace;
and"Satan himself shall feel dismay,
And disappointed stand;

:I

[

While all his legions hear him say,
'This is a rescued brand.'''

We are not here, be it observed, calling upon the dead to do a spiritual
act, which is an impossibility; but we are calling upon the living to do
what the Lord Himself calls tliem to do, as His own children-as He
says in the case of Joshua, after declaring salvation as secured to himnow, with regard to the walk: "If thou wilt walk in My ways "-(and
mark, reader, the ways we have been describing are creature 'rays, and
not His)-" if thou wilt walk in My ways, and if thou wilt keep My
charge, then thou shalt also judge My house, and shalt also keep My
courts, and I will give thee places to walk among these that stand by."
And, 011 the other hand, we may iJ;jfer, if our own ways are persisted in,
then will follow cramped experience, a lack of communion, and distress
of 80\1.1, which we have brought ourselves into.
Another thing that should m3ke us set our face directly against the
temptation itself, and ask the Lord to enable us to deal with it with a
strong hand, is, that it is hateful to Jesus, as well as hurtful to ourselves.
And surely, if healthy in divine things, we cannot desire. to do what
Jesus hates. Oh, out of love-that precious spring of action in the soul
which, though oft feeble, is there-out of love to Jesus, who has done so
much for us, we should struggle to give up that which His pure soul must
loathe. We often say, "I would not do this or the other for ten
thousand worlds, because I know it would be opposed to my earthly
beloved's will and wish, and it would wound him greatly if I did so."
How much more should we be careful pot to wound that Best Beloved,
who shed His precious blood to redeem us from destruction!
And then there is another thing we should be mindful of in yielding
to some God-dishonouring habit, namely, we are sinning against the
mercy of God; and when we think of how that mercy has been extended to us in saving us from destruction, meeting our case, and in
the issue of abounding blessings, it ought to make us tender on account
of doing any evil that shall tarnish our Ohristian character, and dishonour our precious Lord.
.
We were struck, in reading the Scriptures this morning, with those
. words of Paul to Timothy, where he desires that" he may continue in the
things which he has learned, and has been assured of, knowing of whom he
has learned them." Now, this is what we want-to have continued in the
things we have learned.; not, as time goes on, to be drawn aside by anything, not even by the lusts of the flesh and sinful desires of the heart, but
to continue steadfast in the things learned, and to abide in the things we
have in the past been assured of, knowing that we have learned them of

462

. Tht GosjJel 1lfagazint.

the Lord. And we want to learn more about Him; not wasting precious
time in things which delight the ungodly, but things that shall establish
us in the faith, and make us "wise unto salvation."
Here, then, are reasons why we should pray for grace to resist any Goddishonouring evil we are inclined to yield to-because such is hateful
to Jesus, whom we desire to love; because we are sinning against the
mercy of God, manifested to us in rich abundance; and because our desire
should be to continue in the things we have learned of the Lord.
Another form of trial that many of the family of God are subjected
to, and in wl1ich they need "rills of comfort," is the distress their
religion brings them into, in the shape of opposing foes. If they would
only swim with the tide of free-will, they would get plenty of friends;
but, taking their stand upon the doctrines of grace, they get plenty of foes,
and those often what we may call" home foes." An old divine has put
what we mean in a paradoxical form, but which will be understood by
many thus tried. He says, "A true believer will be d~voured by his
.sisters, and trod underfoot by his brethren. He meets with the greatest
unkindness from his nearest friends, and his greatest foe is his greatest
friend." Oh, it is no slight mercy when those of our own household
are one with us in the things of God! It has been our inmost desire
that our dear children, if they marry at all, should marry in the Lord;
and recently we have witnessed one of our dear ones thus becoming
united to a child of God, and, blessed be His name, we can say concerning them, they are "heirs together of the grace of life." But often is
it otherwise, and the foes are those whose opposition becomes the more
acute because they are friends and relatives. It was in the lap of
Delilah that Samson lost his strength, and was betrayed into the hands
. of his enemies. And no doubt David was experiencing the smart of
unkindness from those of whom he might expect different conduct, when
he said, "They wrongfully rejoice over me: they speak not for peace,
but devise deceitful matters against them that are quiet in the land."
Nor can a stronger case be given than Job's wife, who said to the dear
afflicted man, " Dost thou still retain thine integrity 7 Curse God and
die." So that, where the child of God might reasonably look for comfort, he has to prove the utter failure of arms of flesh; where he might
expect to find help and joy, he has to drink of the bitterness of creature
enmity to himself, because of the truth he adheres to and the principles
he maintains.
.' ,
But we have said, our greatest foes are oft,en our greatest friends. Do
you not understancl this, dear reader 7 They are blessings in disguise.
Trace back and see whether some of the most precious drivings to Jesus,
outpourings at the throne of grace, communications of a Saviour's love,
and His sweet whisperings of peace within, have not been connected
with pressure and adversities which apparent foes have brought us into;
and we have again and again learned experimentally the truth of those
well-known lines"Trials make the promise sweet;
Trials give new life to prayer;

I

Trials bring me to His feet,
Lay me low, and keep me there."

And, in thus being bid low at His feet in very helplessness of soul,
we have-at all eve11ts,,£or the time being-forgot the foe, and become
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absorbea. in the Best Friend; although well enough do we know it has
not taken us long before we have repined and rebelled again. Ups and
downs, sunshine and storms, summer and winter, light and darkness,
hills and valleys, mercy and misery, life and death, mark the course of
the child of God; but, through all, heaven shall be gained at last. All
this shows us that the Christian's life is one of warfare·-illdeed, a
Christian without warfare is to us an anomaly. We cannot understand
such. Causes mnst come, in one shape or another, to keep the soldier
of the cross "fighting the good fight of faith." No rest this side of
the grave. And sometimes the conflict is very, very severe. Trials,
temptations, and woes darken th~ valley, and make the pilgrim's course
a wayworn one. Ah! still it is a course homeward! Nothing can
hinder this; nor are we kep,t from clUr "rills of comfort," O'lf springs
of joy, our little sips by the way, which the Lord graciously extends
in our times of felt helplessness and need. Yes, however thick the
thorns and trials"Still in darkest dispensations
Doth my faithful Lord appear,

"1j' /

"
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With His richest consolations,
'1'0 reanimate and cheer."

There is another thing in connection with the foregoing experience
'often felt by' the tried children of God, namely, that they are singular
in the exercises of their souls, and that none are tried as they are;
whereas the same afflictions are accomplished in their brethren that
are in the world, or, as the Apostle Paul experimentally puts it,
"There hath no temptation taken you but such as is comman to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that
ye are able; but will with the. temptation also make a way to escape,
that ye may be able to bear it." And mark the advice which follows:
",Vherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. I speak as to wise
men; judge ye what I say."
And then how often il\ distresses us to t-hink we enjoy so little
communion with Christ! vVe walk with Him, but seem to gain so little
drawing out of soul to Him, and such a little home and heart intercourse with Him. It must be so while there is this old nature, with
all its physical weakne.;;s and infirmities, to hinder, as well as the
unceasing intrusion of earthly cares. By-and-bye, reader, when this
mortal has put on immortality, and this vile body become a glorified
body, ah! then the intercourse will be uninterrupted. " The Lamb which
is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes." But, while spared here on earth, oh, to testify of Him, and talk
much of Him!
, We often refer-and love to refer-to the Holy Spirit as the" Divine
Remembrancer;" but have you ever noticed the marginal reading of
that expression in Isaiah lxii.· 6 : " Ye that make mention of the Lord,
keep not silence" 7 It is, "Ye that" are the Lord's remembrancers." Ah!
this is what we should be as Christians-" the Lord's remembrancers "-and yet how tongue-tied! how carried away with profitless conversation
when we meet! How little is told of Christ! And then, when carried
away by any besetting sin, how can such a character be sustained 7
May the Lord quicken us to such a lively comprehension of Himself,
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that· everything else may be forsaken and forgotten that would keep
us from being one of "the Lord's temembrancers." Verily, we ought
not to keep silence in the consideration of what the Lord Jesus Christ
has done and suffered for us.
There is another thing also we have often noticed-.:.that many a
child of God thinks his brother or sister in Christ so much holier, and
safer for glory than themselves j and we have personally had it recently
put to us by an affli'cted Christian, "Oh, that I was as safe for heaven
as you are! Ob, that I lived such a life as you do !" whereas the very
expression makes one's heart sink within us, as we respond in silence, if
not in speech, "Ah! you little know my heart-what a poor rebel
I am!" For one, we feel that we so sin every hour of the day, that
we are obliged to hang upon that precious assurance of the Psalmist,
"who forgiveth all thine iniquities "-not merely has forgiven, but,
"forgiveth." It was a precious realization, when the Lord first revealed
Himself to us as mighty to save, that it was accompanied by the assurance
of forgiveness of sin j but then, with the ever-uprisings of this old nature
within, whatever state of freedom others may have got into, we are
obliged to go again and again to the throne to become reassured of it,
and to be healed of those diseases which a corrupt nature is ever
engendering. 'VeIl, then, for one, it will be seen we cannot pretend to
any holiness, or to be safer for heaven than the weakest and most
trembling member of the family.
And this reminds us· of how oftbimes the prince of darkness is per·
mitted to assault the child of God with the greatest severity. The
conflict is very terrible, accompanied, it may be, with hard thoughts of
God-desires, in effect, that we had never lmown anything ~out a
religion that has brought us into such warfare, and rebellious wishes
that the Lord had let us alone, to enjoy the peace which worldlings
seem to enjoy. But all this is only the old man acted.upon by the
powers of darkness. Here is our comfort-the new man is the same j
and, if our evil uprisings have been because the Lord has withdrawn
Himself, it is only a temporary withdrawal. He will visit us again with
the joys of His salvation. He will come again and brighten our pathway.
But, referring to the assaults of the prince of darkness, some will understand us when we say, it seems that the Lord permits it to be specially
severe in one's own case, that we may be able to describe the experience
of others, and draw attention to "rills of comfort" which the God of
all consolation would have tried ones drink of, to strengthen them to
do battle with the man of sin.
And then, in the foregoing, we have referred to the Lord not seemingly answering our prayers, but we must remember God's time may
not be ours j and, as in the case of a Christian wrestling for year~, it
may be, for the salvation of some near and dear relative, we must
recollect that "sowing in tears," which are to bring forth "fruit unto
God," may bring forth that fruit long after we have passed away. The
husbandman often sows, but never lives to see the f~uit; so our time·
may not be the Lord's time, and we may never see the visible signs of
our prayer sowing, nevertheless, fruit unto G9d appears to Him, if not to
us. Of course, it is but natural we should wish to see our desires fulfilled j
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but, as the whole work sought is a spiritual work, the set time to favour
is with the Lord. Do not, then, beloved anxious ones, cease to plead,
trusting in the fact that our God is a prayer-hearing and prayer-answering
.
.God.
Thus, dear reader, we have tried to meet particular temptations with
"rills of comfort" drawn. from God's Word. We have s~en how, in
the multitude of one's thoughts, we often experience surprise that the
Lord permits workers of iniquity so to triumph, while the child of God
is often trodden down in consequence. Again, that the chastening of
the Lord, and His divine sustaining, are themes for much thoughtfulness
of mind. We have then drawn attention to some of the comforts that
delight the soul, such as the finish~d work of Christ, suiting the need of
the poor sinner; the resurrection of Christ, as the First-fruits of the
glorious harvest of precious souls to be gathered hoine; the power of
Gqd the Spirit to keep by the way; the unquenchable love of ,Jesus for
His people, and His work in us and fol' us. Then we have dwelt at
length upon various forms of temptation the children of God are subjected to, especially meeting the concern that some entertain that surely,
yielding to some evil habit or easily-besetting sin, they cannot belong to
the family of God, or the Lord would deliver th\lm therefrom; whereas,
if they are to be· cast off because of this, swept along with them must
be Old and New Testament saints-such, for instance, as Noah, who,
as the husbandman in the vineyard, proved to be a sinner indeed; Lot,
whose course at the close of his career was of such a character that we
refrain from penning it; the children of Israel, whose conduct caused
the Lord to forbid Moses entering into the promised land; David, whose
lamentable fall was brought home to him, piercing his heart with sorrow;
Solomon, who, with all his wisdom, H sought to give his heart to wine;"
Jehoshaph'l,t, who joined one who did very wickedly, and others,all
showing that, if we are to be lost because of some evil habit or easilybesetting sin, S'J must they. Yet we would not palliate the habit or sin
for a moment, but have earnestly desired to point to the remedy,
namely, continual pleading with God for deliverance, and especially not
merely facing the sin itself with a bold front, not hugging it, but hurling
it away, and this, too, on the ground, not merely of its being hurtful
to us, but hateful to Jesus, and it is sinning against the mercy of God.
Then we have glanced at other forms of trial which need 11 rills of
comfort," such, f"r instance, as those which come in the shape: of
opposing foes, which oft prove blessings in <iisguise. Then we have
referred to the oft-expressed supposition of the child of Go:l that none
are tried like he or she is, whereas the same afRictions are accomplished
in their brethren which are in the world. Then we have noted the
distress of soul which is caused by the lack of communion with Jesus,
arid the wretched deadness and coldness so constantly experienced; also,
the expression many utter, that others of the family are much holier
and more safe for heaven than they are. A,l1 these varied assaults of the
prince of darkness will meet with their H rills of comfort" in the Word
of God, and God the Spirit will prove Himself again and agaiIl to be
the God of consolation to the blood-bought children of grace. Why we
have been led into this train of thought, we must leave with the Lord.
Perhaps it may be His will to fit it into the experience of Romc trjed
2 M
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-and exercised child of His, and that He will be graciously pleased to
let it be as a "rill of comfort" to some weary one.
Sweetly has the following portion melted the heart in opening upon
it, and with which we must close: "The afflicted people Thou wilt
save j but Thine eyes are upon the haughty, that Thou mayest bring
them down. For Thou art my lamp, 0 Lord: and the Lord will lighten
my darkness. For by Thee I have run through a troop: by my God
have I leaped over a wall" (2 Sam. xxii. 28-30). Oh, beloved, with
such portions and promises all must be well. We shall be "more than
conquerors, through Him who hath loved us." Then-

Derby.

" Go on, the prize is just in view;
The struggle can't be long ;
_
Almighty grace shall bring you through,
To join the ransomed throng."

G. C.

TO THE AFFLICTED.
"She that tarried. at home divided the spoil. "-PSALM !xviii. 12.

IN thy chamber, suffering, lonely,
Art thou sometimes sad 1
None to cheer--with Jesus only
Who can make thee glad 1 Yet there's wealth reserved for thee,
Poor although thou feel'st to be.
Dost thou seem on earth to wander,
Outcast and unknown 1
Nay, a moment, tried one, ponder,
Thou art not alone:
Jesus ever near must be,
With sweet thoughts of love for thee. ~
Art thou asking-often vainlyTo be really fed
By the hand of mercy-plainlyWith the" children's bread" 'I
Jesus sees thy need, and He
Will Himself thy manna be.
Deemest thoU. thy sins too many
For Him to forgive 1
Hast thou ever known of any
He would not receive 1
No ! nor will He cast out thee,
Howsoever vile thou be.
Cal·dij,f.

Is frail h~iman love more tender
Than Emmanuel's is 1
Will they to "their children" render
More than He to His 1
Never! much more will He be
All that's gracious unto thee.
Has He made thee long for union
With Himself indeed,
Simply to ref~ise communion
In thy direst need 1
Will He hope's DerideI' lie 1
Mercif ul, except to thee? ,
Nay; He only keeps thee waiting,
Faith and love to prove;
Changeless He, and unabating
His heart's yearning love;
N e'er can He forgetful be
Of the price He paid for thee.
Had He not in mercy called thee,
Thou had'st never come;
Altho' sin has thus enthralled thee,
Hear the total sum'
All is paid-thy Surety, He
Hands the full receipt to thee.

J. P. C.

WE should endeavour to live in this world after our departuresurvive our funerals, and outlive our deaths-for it is not enough that
we should then live in heaven, but we should endeavour to be doing
that good while we live that may make us -live on earth even when _we
are -dead; and in this way "the righteous will be had in everlasting
rem~mbmnce."
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"PLENT,EOUS REDEMPTION."
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THE popular doctrine of our day, wherein all schools of thought unite, is,_
general redemption. It is the foundation stone of Popery, it is the back·
bone of Arminianism, it is the cradle of Satan to lull sinners to sleep the
sleep of death.
In the concluding verses" of Psalm cxxx., we have these words, "Let
Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there is mercy, and with
Him is plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from all his
iniquities." The people thus addressed are Israel, and none else-a chosen
people, a redeemed people, a saved pflople in a literal and temporal sense,
representing in type the spiritual Israel, the Ohurch of the living God,
the redeemed and saved people of the Lord.
There is a double view of redemption set forth in Scripture-temporal
and eternal-and, in both cases, certain results follow that define its
extent. In the law of redemption, as given to the Jews, there were
certain vested rights that made it a beneficial and a limit-ed enactment.
This we trace in every instance where redemption is spoken of in the
Old Testament. When the Lord went forth to gather Israel out of
Egypt, in accordance with His promise to Abraham (Gen. xv. 13, 14),
lie declared to Moses His purpose thus, "Say, unto the children of
Israel, I am the Lord: I will redeem you with a stretched out arm,
and with great judgments, and I will take you to Me for a people"
(Exod. vi. 6, 7). The redemption price paid for Israel was the destruction
of the Egyptians (Exod. viii. 23, margin), of which the Psalmist thus sung,
"To Him who divided the Red Sea into parts: and made Isr;ael to pass
through the midst of it: for His mercy endureth for ever. But overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea: for His mercy endureth
for ever." Again, David declares in these words, ""What one nation in
the earth is like Thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem
for a people to Himself, and to make Him a name, and to do for you
great things and terrible, for Thy land, before Thy people, which Thou
redeemedst to Thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods ~ "
(2 Sam. vii. 23.) Here we trace no useless, unavailing redemption, but
certain beneficial results to the people who were redeemed (Isa. xliii. 3, 4).
The law given to Israel was, that the firstling of the cow, the sheep, and
the goat were to be slain in sacrifice, but the first-born of man was to
be redeemed at the price of'five shekels (Num. xviii. 15-17). Whenever
the people of Israel were numbered, the law given by God to Moses
was, that each person should pay half a shekel j the rich were not to
give more, nor the poor less (Exod. xxx. "11-"17). In both cases this
was redemption price, indicating that" their lives belonged to God; and,
when this law was not observed, judgments followed, as we read in thil
case of David, when he numbered the people without obtaining the half
shekel. 'Whether in the case of captives, or servants, or lands, we have
the same truth traced out under the law, that beneficial results were
pro~uced by redemption. Nor in our own day is the case altered.
Ueference to our dictionaries clears up the subject far b'etter than many
2 ]I{ 2
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divinity vol,umes. Every person who pledges a garment or'mortgages
. property, fully understands that the law of redemption gives to the
redeemer the right of possession, and thereby proves it is not an unavailing act, but limited, beneficial, and certain in its results.
Leaving the typical and literal view, we proceed to examine a few
direct statements in the New Testament that bear upon this subject,
and show_ out the same truth, spiritually, that beneficial results are united
to redemption, by which its limits are defined. The Apostle Paul tells
the Church of God at Rome that sinners are "justified freely by His
grace, through the "edemption tlUtt is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 24).
He tells the Church at Ephesus they had "redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins" (Eph. i. 7), and this truth he repeats
to the Church at Colosse (Col. i. 14). He tells the Corinthian Church
that " ChriRt Jesus is made of God to them wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Cor. i. 30). To the Church
at Galatia he declares, "Christ ha~h redeemed us from the cm'se oj
the law, being made a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13). He tells the converted Hebrews, who were acquainted with the Jewish laws, that Christ
had obtained for them "eternal ,'edemIJtion," as typified by "the
redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament,
they which are called [under the Gospel] might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance" (Iteb. ix. 15). The Apostle further tells the Church
of God that" they were sealed unto the day of "edemption" ·(Eph. iv. 30),
and that the secure and predetermined climax of salvation is " the redemption of the body" from the power of death, and its final victory over
the grave" (Rom. viii. 23). The glorified Church declare, "Thou hast
redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation" (Rev. v. 9), and those who sing the "new song
before the throne were redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits
unto God and to the Lamb" (Rev. xiv. 3, 4).
A talented and popular divine'" gives his views upon the text" Plenteous Redemption," in the following words :The second part which I notice of high attainment is, a grand view of the
atonement-PLENTEOUS REDEMPTION-" and He shall: redeem Israel from all his
iniquities;" and, if a real believer at that day could take such an estimate, what
should our estimate be, before whose eyes all the wh,ole scheme has been laid
out in all its breadth and proportion 1
It is a sign of a very little mind indeed, and of a very stunted growth, to
have narrow ideas of the extent and nature and power and efficacy of the death
of Jesus Christ. Lpity those who hold a particular redemption, and think that
Christ died for a few. He die for a few, whose' " blood c1eanseth from all sin" !
How nobly St. John loses all individuality-" Ancl not for ours only, but also
for the sins of the whole world." Or St. Paul-" Not to me only, but to all
them that love His appearing."
The death of the whole world is the only thing which can approach to an
equivalent to the sins of the whole world, and nothing less could satisfy the
claim of the Almighty. What then 1 The whole world must die, when 10,
the Infinite, the Son of God, placed Himself in the human scale, and God took
out the death of the world and left only the death of His Son. • • • The
Infinite outweighs the finite. "Deliver the whole world from gOillg down to the
pit: I have found a ransom." So it is just in God to forgive the whole world all
• See Lent lecture on Pealm cxxx., by Rev. James Vaugh:lD, PCIlII!/ P"lpit, Brighton.
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its sins. Few may be saved, 'because few will believe this; but no one ever yet
has been lost because there is no room in the mercy of God, or because God
willeth the death of any man, or because the blood of Jesus Christ has not paid
the whole debt, and satisfied the whole law for every child of Adam. Do we
not, then, right to call it "plenteous redemption," when the payment so
exceeds the thing purchased ?
There is grace for all, there is pardon for all, there is life, and love, and
peace, and heaven for all, " for with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is
plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from alIhis iniquities."

Be it observed that, there is no such Scripture found between the
covers of the Bible as" Deliver the whole wotld from going down to
the pit: I have found a ransom." The text reads, "Deliver him from
going down to the pit: I have found a ransom "-" an atonement," as the
margin reads (Job xxxiii. 24). This gives us the true meaning of a
'limited and beneficial ransom, its personal and p!uticularcharacter, and
corroborates the text upon \"hich the sermon comments: "Let Israel
hope in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy,and with lIim isplenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities."
The plenteousness of Israel's redemption was seen in the completeness
of the deliverance wrought, and its typical character is evangelically here
asserted by spiritual results-"He shall 7'edeem Israel from all his iniquities."
The benefits l)amed are limited strictly to Israel, and no other nation, nor
·can the doctrine of general redemption be deduced on any rational
grounds from this Scripture.
Of what advantage, then, may be asked, is this, wide and wasteful
redemption? or can the term" redemption" be correctly applied to the
work of Christ, when there is no, benefit therefrom, and sinners who, by
reason of this sort of 'redemption, call Christ their Saviour, are left to
perish in their sins? A' price paid, and souls lost! A ransom given,
Thnd captives left eternally in the enemy's hands! Sins pardoned, and
the sinner sent to hell! Christ made of God to the sinner redemption,
and yet denied admittance to the kingdom of heaven! Sinners redeemed
with the precious blood of Christ, and yet damned for their sins! These
sre the anomalies presented to us in the doctrine of an unlimited
-and unavailing redemption, which contradicts all that is held legitimate
among men; is opposed to the scope and tenor of Scripture, literally,
typically, eternally; and is disclaimed experimentally by every converted
sinner who comes to the footstool of mercy to find out whether or not
he is "redeemed from among men," and prove by the application of
Christ's blood to his conscience, and the gift of pardon, that it was shed for
him, as though there were no other being upon earth to claim the blessing.
The sinner convinced by the Holy Ghost of sin, standing law-condemned
and conscience-condemned before God, feels his personal !;leed of a
Redeemer to meet his special wants. Here the doctrine of general
redemption breaks down. ' It affords no shelter and can bring no peace
to a guilt-striCken soul. The doctrine that sweeps into hell the victims
.()f this unavailing and useless -redemption canImt be trusted in· the
momentous matter of salvation, and this every saved sinner knows right
well. But there are many of God's elect who cling t~ this ~octrine ignorantly, and from false teaching, who in experience are sound and safe as
to a personal interest in redemption. They" know whom they have
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believed." They have "received the atonement." The blood of Ohrist has
been sprinkled upon their conscience in the putting away of sin. " They
have peace ,with God through the blood of the cross i" but this all came.
not from the doctrine of general redemption, but from a special and
personal application of the work of Ohrist as done for them, and revealed
to them by the power and operation of the Spirit of God, according t()'
the promise of Ohrist, "He shall take of Mine, and show it unto you" ,
-a privilege neither obtained for, nor revealed to, the world at large, but
secured for all the election of grace, Jew or Gentile, bond or free. " That
He might reconcile both' unto God in one body by the cross, having
slain the enmity thereby" (Eph. ii. 16). The elect are brought to know
the worth and power. of the precious blood that cleanseth from all sin
experimentally, and this is the true and safe side of redemption. " Fear
not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name ithou
art Mine" (Isa. xliii. 1).
..
The .lack of this vital and internal evidence drives many of God's.
people to seek peace in the wasteful, useleEs doctrine of unlimited redemption i but, whatever views may be held as to its extent, all whQ,
are interested in the electing love of the Father require f0r their soul's.
peace the sprinkled blood of the Sori, by the testimony of the Holy
Ghost (1 Peter i. 2, 3); and this is the core of the doctrine, for all
such are believers, experimentally, in particular redemption. Such can
say with truth, "I know that my Redeemer liveth" (Job xix. 25).
We wo~ld now briefly draw attention to the uses made of the doctrine of universal redemption. The first and obvious use is to open
the door for the introduction of the old Pelagian heresy, which, in the
tenth article of the Ohurch of England, is thus opposed:The condition of man after the fall of Adam is such, that he' cannot turn
to God and prepare himself, by his own natural strength and good works, to
faith and calling upon God; wherefore we have no power to do good
works, pleasant and acceptable to God.

The strong point upon which those who hold general redemption
dwell is, that Ohrist has done His part in dying fo1' all the world,
and man must perform his part in making use of it for his salvation.
Thus, the fall of man is lost sight of altogether, and sinners are
addressed as having the ,will and ability to avail themselves of the
benefits of redemption, that rests with them to receive or reject.
Another use to which unlimited redemption is turned is, the denial
of eternal punishment, which, after all, is the sequence to the stupendous lie of universal redemption.
Men who think intelligently
upon this point, and believe there is value in the price paid, and
that price is paid for all, may naturally conclude all will be saved;
but they have first to prove upon Scripture authority that redemption
is for all before any' value can be put' to the assertion, "There is
grace' for all, pardon for all, life and lOve and peace and heaven for
all." But those who deny the future wrath, of God upon sin plainly
declare they have never "fled from the wrath to come," nor been
exercised to find out where they shall stand in that great day of
assize, when God shall separate the sheep from the goats, and say
to those on His right hand, "Oome, ye blessed of My Father: inherit
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the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;"
and' to those on His left hand, "Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."
But there are divisions in the camp upon this point of eternal
punishment, and the Popish doctrine of purgatory is called in to aid
where difficulties necessarily arise. Purgatory is the climax of Arminianism, suffering hereafter being the merited sequel to the work
of Christ, who with His dying breath declared," It is finished!" But
the Church of Rome fills her coffers through this doctrine, as prayers
for the dead to release them from purgatory are of no avail without
money. '
But another and all-important use Satan makes of the doctrine of
general redp.mption is, to quiet the conscience of the carele!,!s. How
soothing, how tranquillizing, for sinners to hear that "Christ has
atoned for their sins, redeemed their souls, died in their stead, paid
their debts, satisfied the whole law for every child of Adam, and
the payment exceeds the thing purchased!" What multitudes are
cajoled unto a rootless religion by such statements, and ar(;l told that
these benefits hinge upon their .will; and they have only to believe
-only to come to Jesus-which is in their power to do, th.en and
there.
But how completely the work of ,the Spirit is ignored by such
statements, which set asrde the fundamental' truths of the Scripture,
such as, the sovereignty of God in election, the total ruin of man in
the Adam fall, the necessity of regeneration and pardon revealed b-y
the Spirit of God. All these are lost sight of in the popular cry,
"Christ died for all. Come to Jesus, for there is grace for all,
pardon for all; there is life, and love, and peace, and heaven for all,
and all can come if they will." " But," say some, "this is the doctrine
that. draws sinners, while particular redemption repels them." ,And
does it draw sinners? What ha~ this creed accomplished for the multitudes who believe it? The haunts 01' vice, from high to low, and all
the forms of false religion, make general redemption their shelter
and stronghold. What does it do for them, morally or spiritually 1,
Does it restrain the wickedness of the world; or check the vehemence of vice 1 There is no need to dwell upon so obvious a point.,
But by this doctrine are God's elect drawn to ,Christ 1 Nay, every
convinced sinner will declare the contrary, for their fear is on this
wise, that they have no interest in the blood of Christ., and their
great dread is, that they are not redeemed.
Nothing short of the
power of the Holy Ghost can satisfy a convinced sinner in his own
case that "the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth him from all sin." But'
such sinners are the elect of God. They are taught by the Spirit to
see the damning nature of sin, and hate it; and, in God'!! appointed time,
they shall know and feel the worth of Christ's blood by the pardon
of sin, and thus realize the value, power, and efficacy of God's
,'plenteous redemption."
EVERY believer has a particular dispensation, a peculiar faculty a~
signed to him, which is fitted for the purpose he is to answer in thIS
,world, and to render him of use in his day and generation.
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE WANDERINGS IN THIS WILDERNESS OF ONE WHO.
HAD" SET HIS HOPE IN GOD," AND WAS DESIROUS "NOT TO FORGET
THE WORKS OF GOD, BUT TO KEEP HIS COl\Il\IANDl\fENTS."

.

A MORE full, and true, and particular 'account may be read in the
seventy-eighth Psalm,where the parentage, education, life, character, and
behaviour may, if the Holy Ghost lights up the page, be read to profit.
One of Mr. Spurgeon's friends has hunted up his ancestors for two
hundred years. It is much better to be an ancestor yourself, and avoid
the pride of pedigree.
'
" Hereditary honour shun,
And only claim what you have done."
These records are calculated to make us proud-a flame soon kindled.'
I was born in the year 1804, on the 27th of December, and was blesse(1
with one of the best mothers a child could have. She had a privilege
few could boast of-in her, young days she heard Huntington. She
described him as a wonderful man, standing up and delivering himself
without action. In the providence of God she was removed to Hackney,
and was not like many of his hearers that could hear no one else. She
joined Dr. Burder's Church,and was a consistent member more than
fifty years. To mention that she heard Huntington '\yould be sufficient
to raise the ire of 999 out of 1,000'of the religious people of the present
day. But there is one blessing-they could not call him worse than
they called his Master, for, if they called the Master of the house, Beelzebub, it is not likely that the servants would fare any better.
'
I recollect standing by the side of the grave of the Rev. Samuel Palmer,
and having hold of my mother's hand-I think in 1811. The Rev. Samuel
Palmer had done more for Nonconformity than any li,-ing man. He
wrote the "Nonconformist Memorial," and many other works, and had
the honour to be reviled in the House of Commons by the celebrated
Edmund Burke, who said they were full of anarchy, misanthropy, and
CQnfusion.
'
I am often reminded of my dear mother, ancI how indebted I am to
her for the little knowledge I possess of the Scriptures. When I requested to go out to play, she consented, but before I did so, I was to
sit down and read four chapters from the Bible. About this time I
was six or seven years of age. On a fine summer's evening I rel;,ollect
she took her work and her little son, and sat down on a clamp of bricks
that was made to build what is called the Jews' Chapel, at Cambridge
Heath. She sat and sung Newton's hymn, "Begone unbelief; my Saviour
is near," &c. What a blessing a proper train;ng is! " Train up a child
in the way he' should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from
it." Bonaparte (the only real Boney) asked a celebrated lady what was,
the want of France at' that particular time 1 She answered, "A
mother." '\Vell, in old England, with all our' shortcomings, in that
respect we are better off than France, for this may be called the land
of BJbles, which is the glory of the land. It was a great struggle in
those days to get through the world with small means and a large
family-bread ,Is. ,6kd. ' per quartern loaf, and everything dear in
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proportion on account of the war in Europe. It was quite as much as a
poor man could do to pay two guineas per· quarter for the educa.tion of
his son. He was a very industrious man, and took great pleasure in
providing for his children's -wants, and at this present time (1878) I
possess a book-piece, written at Mr. Thompson's academy, Oambridge
Place, Cambridge Heath, Hackney, in the year 1813.
When about thirteen years of age, I was engaged in an underwriter's
office, commonly called ship insurance broker's counting house. Having a
great deal of leisure time, I employed it in reading the Bible. I have no·
doubt that I did it for the historical part, in which I took great delight.
Soon after this time I left my father's house to go to a situation in:
London. After remaining there for about three years, I felt I was
making no progress towards getting into business for myself, so I left,
and went home to learn a trade, but found it did not suit my health.
When at home I recollect my dear mother said to me, "Harriet Fort
is about joining the Church; are you ready 1" I looked at the blank,
dirk, dismal state of my mind, and think I behold it now. I made her
no answer, for I knew some better state of feeling was necessary, or I
thought so, before I should be ready. After being at home a few months
I returned to the situation I had left. I was then ab:lUt seventeen years
of age. As near as I can remember, about two yearil after, when about
nineteen years of age, I was standing at the door of the shop in Church
Street, Shoreditch (1 could stand on the same spot or within a few inches),
matching a colour, and suddenly a light shone into my soul. I do not
say, as Paul said, "Beyond the brightness of the sun." It was a change
from darkness to light-a cllange that I have never been able to describe.
It was about ten o'clock, a.m. No one observed any difference in me,
for I was of quiet habits; and, being fond of reading, that evening I
read the Bible with new eyes. I think one of the girls said, "Isaac is
always reading the Scriptures." It might have been said of me as 'of
Paul, "Behold, he p r a y e t h . " .
.
Soon after this time I heard a preacher advise young converts, when
in their closet, to pray aloud. This advice fitting in with my views, I
adopted the plan; and, as I was some little distance from others in the,
house, I so alarmed a female that I was her derision for some time after.
This vision and its effects continued more or less vivid for three or four
months; and, as' a dissolving view might be imagined, it seemed to
depart, and a state of feeling came in its place that light and darkness
is no different-a state of black despair. "My Beloved had withdrawn
Himself: I sought Him, but found Him not."
While this dismal state of outer darkness continued, the place of
worship that I attended was closed for repairs. The clerk (Mr. Turner),
with whom I was a<;quainted, asked me to accompany him to the floating
chapel on the Thames, which I did, and heard a sermon which set my
soul at happy liberty, from these words: "If the Lord were pleased to
kill thee, He would not have shown thee all these things, neither; would
He have received a burnt offering at thy hand." I was "like a bird
that had escaped .out of the snare of the fowler." The snare was broken
and I ·'had escaped. This was the commenceme.nt of my wilderness
journey. When I write this, through grace 1 can .say, "I have fought a
good fight," and think.I shall soon "finish my c~>urse." No thanks to
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me. The success of a victory is generally ascribed to the army having
efficient otlicers. Now, look at the Captain of my salvation. I might
have been taken up for a deserter, but" He brought my wandering spirit back
When I forsook the way."

And .sometimes He has done as He promised in the eighty-ninth Psalm ;
but, at another time, He did as the man was served at Chatham. A
turbulent spirit, that w~s often in a scrape, again came before the commanding officer. He said, " Well, sergeant, I don't know what we are
to do with him, for we have tried everything." "No, sir," the sergeant
said, "there is one thing we have not tried, that is, forgiveness."
"Well," he said, "no, we have not, so we will forgive him." This was
the right remedy, both in his case and mine.
"Without hpliness no man shall see the Lord." That" We are unholy needs no proof;
We sorely feel the fall."

A holy life is the best evidence of a gracious state. This is how I have'
concluded, when they reflect the image of their Saviour. I can call to
mind some eminent ones-an old aunt that was not known half a mile
from home; a Mrs. Cox, a customer's wife, when I was in business; my
dear mother, an old Wesleyan, an uncle of my dear wife, one of my
servants.
" How oft hath sin and Satan strove
To rend my soul from Thee, my God;
But everlasting is Thy love,
And Jesus seals it with His blood."

"They wandered in a wilderness." Oh, what a. wilderness journey!
It is not a garden-" a wilderness in a solitary way." "They found no
city to dwell in." Solitary, sure enough. You cannot tell your troubles
to anyone but the Lord-not even to the partner of your bosom. How
it lightens a trouble to tell it to a fellow-creature!
A forty or fifty years' journey through this wilderness world; by most
Christians, is more like the wanderings of the children of· Israel than
they at all times are willing to admit, for look, after they came from
Pihahiroth (the state. of liberty), how soon they removed to Zin
(coldness), and then to I$'.ibroth (the grave of lust). Paul might well
admonish them" not to lust l\fter evil things as some of them lusted""the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride of life." Are
these the people that He hath saved, and "called with a holy calling" ~
It might well be added, "No, not according to their own works, bu~
according to His grace, which he purposed in Christ Jesus."
" 'Tw3.\! His own purpose that began
To rescue rebels doomed to die;

I'

Ha gave us grace in Christ, His Son,
Before He spread the starry sky."

How'wonderful are the Lord's ways! This journey, that might have
been accomplished in eleven days, they were forty years doing it. "He
led them about, and instructed them." The "Wayside Notes" Writer
in the GQSPEL MAGAZINE, says, '" The Lord's people do not sufficiently
study the attributes of God." About thirty-five years since, I went one
evening' with a friend 'to hear a. learned doctor. The text was, "He
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hath magnified His Word above all His name." The doctor made it the
word of His veracity." My friend liked the sermon, but I did not
agree with the view. My friend enquired what my view was ~ The
doctor, I thought, set one attribute against another. Doubtless the
Holy Spirit meant the Word that was made flesh, for in these last days'
He hath spoken unto us by His Son, who was "the brightness of His,
glory, and the express image of His Person." He hath " magnified the
Lord Jesus Christ above every name that is named, not only in this
world, but in that which is to come."
I was fond of free-grace preaching; for, having no righteousness of
my own, I was quite glad to hear of one, and have run many miles to
hear sovereign grace preached. My father found fault with my running
after nobody knows who; but my mother used to say, "Let him alone;
when he is old he will not be able to go." When my dear father
departed this life, ".I left the doctor, for I seldom heard him to.
profit. I had previously prayed the prayer that Naaman did, "When
I bow myself in the house .of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant;"
and he saiJ, "Go in peace."
" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear!"

I was going to hear Dr. Andrews. As I passed St. George's Church,
I saw the people going~. 'J;'he words of Dr. Watts came to my mind,
" Go, worship at Emmanuel's feet." Such a glorious vision came into my
soul, that I seldom pass the church without thinking of it. Mentioning
Dr. Andrews, of Walworth, I .heard him for three years on a Sunday
afternoon at Cumberland Street, Shoreditch. My habit, when about
twenty years of age, was, with a dear young friend, to attend five
services on the Sunday-two at the school, and three in the house of
God; and, on an occasion, I have walked from Hackney to London
Stone, Cannon Street, to hear the six o'clock lecture. This practice I
continued for ten years; and, as my present minister said, I did not
think I was doing anything very wonderful. I recollect hearing the
doctor that I have alluded •to read that passage: "If I forget thee,.
o Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remembeJ:'
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer, not
J (lrusalem' above my chief joy." The doctor paused and said,." Would
you not be afraid of a paralyzed tongue, or a withered hand, if you were
to say this ~ ': I said silently, "N 0, I should not, for in my darkest
moments I could say this; for what joy is like it ~ "
"These are the joys that satisfy
And sanctify the mind;

I

That makes the spirit mount on high,
And leave the world behind."

We will not dismiss the doctor without saying a word in his praise.
A clever neighbour has said of the three doctors, Dr. Burder, Dr. Smith,
and Dr. Cox, that Dr. Burder was the best pastor; Dr. Smith, the
most learned of the three; and Dr. Cox, the most accomplished scholar
(this is a good critic). Dr. Smith obtained his D.D. for his lectures
on the "Trinity;" Dr. ,Cox, his LL.D. for. his' life of "Melancthon,"·
when Lord Brougham was Provost of Edinburgh;' and Dr. Burder for
his good behaviour. ,I should think a better pastor regarding manage~
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ment could not be; everything was done in mathematical order.
What a change has come over that place where Bates, and Philip
Henry, and Matthew Henry preached! I have spoken of the temple of
Rimmon a little too soon, but it has come to that now.
. Some sermons' make a great impression on you. I recollect hearing
Murrell, of St. Neots. He preached in the evening ; Wells in the morning;
Foreman in the afternoon. He prefaced his sermon by saying," They
had had two substantial meals; therefore, they should have a light
supper." I had not partaken of the two former meals; but, although
twenty. five .years have passed away, I have not forgotten the light
supper. "Let us come boldly to a throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need." I do not know
that I ever read the passage without thinking of it.
More than forty years ago I heard George Coomb preach from that
text, "They are children that will not lie." He said very little about
{lommon lying; what he did say would make you hate it. He treated
the text thus: they would not lie to God, nor f.or God; but they often
lied to themselves. We tell Him all our heart. -We do not lie to Him,
but we often say, "My Lord hath forgotten me;" that is lying to
yourselves.
I was once in a great trouble. I .took it to the Lord, as I used to'
take all my troubles.
"In every trouble, sharp and strong,
My soul to Jesus flies."

Well, I got eased of it at church, for I was attending the ministry of
a Church of England minister. The minister said, "If the Lord puts
you into a trouble, mind how you put yourself out;" so "I waited
patiently for the Lord; and He inclined unto me, and heard my cry.
He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings." After I
had dwelt at this mountain long enough, I went to Alie Street, and
used to commune at Mr. Silver's; and this reminds me, if I need
r.eminding, what a dying world we live in. All the ministers I have
heard for years have departed this life. Jay, Of Bath; James, of Birmingham; Thorpe, of Bristol; Rowland Hill; Stratten, of Paddington; Lewis, of
Islington; Fletcher, of Stepney; Dr. Cox, Dr. Burder, Dr. Smith, Alexander
Fletcher. Then the other class, Gadsby, Philpot, Warburton, Kershaw,
McKenzie, Dr. Andrews, of Walworth; Silver, Irons, Croker. They have
all gone to their rest. I heard Woolf, the celebrated Jew, that the
Government sent _to Bocara to search for our envoys. We suspected
they had murdered them, and so he found it. As he was passing through
some part of India, he saw a poor man apparently dying. He said to
him, "Have you any hope 1" He pointed to his hand. In it was a piece
of an Arabic Testament with these words, "The blood of Jesus Christ
c:leanseth from all sin." In five minutes he departed this life. I heard
Henry Heap, in Berry Street Chapel (where Dr. Watts used to preach),
from these words, "Lord, I believe: help Thou my unbelief." I heard
Dr. Andrews from this text, "And the battle increased that day." He
said it increased in conversion, in sanctification,' and in death. I heard
Young Hall, from, "First the blade, then the ear, then the full corn iri
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the ear." I heard Mr. Banks, in Shoreditch, with a congregation that
looked as though their worldly possessions were all on ,their backs, and
open mouths ready to swallow every word as it came out of the
preacher's mouth, from this text, "Spring up, 0 well: sing ye unto it.'" I
drank of the brook by the way. I recollect hearing him at Shoreditch
Cliurch, Cuff's place. I do not know what the text was, for he spent his
tiI!l.e on the heading of the Psalm: "Michtam of David," the golden
Psalm; and he blessedly showed the glories of .a Triune J ehovah. I
heard a bright boy named Foster, from Hoxton Academy, from these
words, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest into Thy kingdom."
He said there was in the text the language of adoration, supplication,
and intercession. The answer returned, "To-day shalt thou be with
Me in paradise," was prompt, benevolent, and immutable. I have
realized my mother's prophecy. I have become old, and not able to run
after this truth. "Now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in Thee. Deliver
me from all my transgres'1ions: make me not the reproach of the foolish."
" Now, Lord, lettest Thou Thy servant' depart in peace, according to
Thy word; for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast
prepared before the' face of all people: a light to lighten the Gentiles)
and the glory of Thy people Israel."
.
"From Satan's yoke He set thee free,
Opened the passage through the .sea :
He through the desert is thy Guide,
And heaven for Canaan will provide."
"How vast the sufferings who can tell,
When Jesus fought sin, death, and hell,
And was in battle slain 1
How great the triumph who can sing,
When from the grave the immortal King,
Triumphant, rose again 1
"Yet we'll attempt His name to bless,
\Vhile we pas3 through this wilderness
To Canaan's happy shore:
But, when we reach the plains above,
And every breath we draw is love,
We'11 sing His glories more."
"My soul shall pray 'for Zion still,
While life or breath remains ;
There iny best friends, my kind;-ed dwell,
There God my Saviour reigns."
"COULD my bed, my curtains, my study, or my Bible speak for mr,
they would bear such a testimony of the unutterable felicity, earnests,
and celestial triumphs of my soul, that would prove to all that fear God
that I envied not the mansions of Gabriel. But I have done, and conclude
with tears of gratitude to the God of Jacob, who condescends to give so
much success to the worst of sinners; for, as the Lord liveth, though
I l:\rO. clad with zeal in the pulpit, I seldom in private go one day dryeyed to God. I am a Boanerges in public; but in private, of a sorrowful spirit, not for fear of wrath, but under a daily sense of superaboundinO'
mercy to the worst of sinners."-W. Huntington.
<:>
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BEHOLD ME, BEHOLD ME."
(ISAIAH

lxv. 1.)

IT is a sad truth, but a truth it is, that but a small fraction of God's
manifested people walk, even comparatively speaking, in the enjoyment
of Gospel peace,' though that peace is unceasingly spoken of in God's
Word as their special heritage. "Peace I leave with you, My peace I
give unto you," was a dying legacy of the Lord Jesus, and His apostles
after Him continually reassert it. "Let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to which also ye are called," says Paul. "Peace be with you all
that are 50 Christ Jesus," says Peter. "Grace be to you and peace," is
the introductory formula of almost every Epistle.
How comes it, then, that this peace of the Gospel, the very sum of
which is, "Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him that is near,"
forms so small a part of the experience of the living people of the
living God 7 I know that, in these last days, when the form of godliness
stands for the power of it-when men are lovers of their own selves,
mistaking human philanthropy for love to God apd the glory of His
namo-when to be "out of the seventh of Romans" is an unconcealed
boast and a supposed high attainment-that the answer to this assertion
will very generally be, that the assertion itself is not true; for thousands
and tens of thousands stand now in the loudest of professions, who
know nothing of warfare and conflict, nothing of flesh lusting against
Spirit and Spirit against flesh, nothing of the "plague of their own
heart," whose normal condition is one of unchecked peace, and who
walk along "the pathway of holiness" (so-called) with giant strides
-yea, who find it, as a prime leader of the deceivcd in this awful day"
of rebuke and blasphemy asserted, "as easy to believe, or to lay hold
on Christ for 'salvation, as to put the hand to the pocket to see that
one's watch was safe"! Such will, of course, deny that ther~ is any lack of
peace at all-neither is there to them. The" strong man armed" still
keeps the palace, and his goods in it. "Evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness" (Mark vii. 21, 22), all are
at peace. Satan still retains his seat in the sinner's heart, and what cares
he for any religion that dethrones him not 7 Nay, being himself the
author of all such, he can do nothing to cast out himself, for how then
should his kingdom st3;nd 7 ~ut, by those whose religion is of Godwho "know the plague of theIr own heart," and are in constant warfare
.with it-whom the Holy Ghost has convinced of sin, and who, consequently, loathe themselves in their own sight on account of it-what
has been stated will readily be acknowledged as truth. How comes it
then, that a settled peace-Paul's "sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing"~
forms so small a part of the experience of God's people 7
It is certain, for so it' is written, that God does not afflict willinglythat it is for their transgressions His children. are visited with the rod
-that it is because they" go.a whoring after the gods of the strangers
of the land, His anger is kih<iled against them, and' He forsakes them,
and hides His face from them" (Dp,ut. xxxi. 16, 17). This is the universal language of the Bible, while the converse side is all summed up
in the Apostle's words, 'Cl If our heart condemn us not, then have we
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confidence toward God" (1 John iii. 21).
There is then no barrier
between the .soul and Him. "Perfect love [God's love shed abroad in
the heart by the Holy Ghost given] casts out fear," and. the contrite
soul "walks in peace and equity" with his God.
May the Lord the Spirit enable me to point out some of those ways
by which we "provoke the Lord to jealousy," for there .most certainly
.is a why and a wherefore when He contendeth with us.
Now, however various these ways may be, they all diverge from one
starting point, namely, looking away from the Lord Jesus. God's eyes
and heart are on Him perpetually (1 Kings ix. 3). On Him He has hung
all the glory of His house.. In Him, and by Him, and through Him
He is glorified, and in no other way·;. and all else, whatever phase it
may assume in our own eyes, is neither more nor less than creature'
glorification j and, as the Lord of hosts hath purposed it to stain the
pride of all glory but His own, the rod and. the scourge must and will
come down upon us to drive it out. Happy are we when grace is
given us to "hear the rod, and who has appointed it."
And, firstly, let me speak of that "work of the law" written on the
natural heart, and so dear to it-that " way which seemeth right to a
man, but whose end is death "-by which we think, involuntarily perhaps, to curry favour with GoEl, and so induce Him to show kindness
to us, under which impression we set to work to multiply devotions (socalled) and self-denials, heaping up church or chapel goings, almsgivings,
Bible and prayer-meetings, &c., &c. j cutting off the right hand and
plucking out the right eye (as we think) with a vengeance, whilst all the
time we are only, in effect, walking after our own hearts, bringing our
polluted services to God as a price in return for which Ohrist and His
peace are to be given to ns; like Israel of old, "going about to establish
our own righteousness, instead of submitting to the righteousness of God."
But peace is not to be found at Mount Sinai. It made Moses himself exceedingly fear and quake, and how, then, can we j3xpect a different result ~
No, no j the law works wrath, not peace. Blackness, darkness, and tempest
reign at that mount, and the enmity of the heart to God is only stirred
up and developed by it. "Ohrist is the end of the law for righteousness
to everyone that bilieveth," not to everyone that worketh)' and the very
thought of adding the minutest atom to His finished work is so far
robbing Him of His glory, and provoking God to jealousy. We must be
"dead to the law" before we can truly" live unto God" (Gal. ii. 19) ;
realize that "Ohrist is our life" wholly and absolutely, that He is "all our
strength and all our righteousness," before we can do one work acceptable
to God. We must work, not for life, but from life.
And is there no danger in the opposite direction, namely, that of
interpreting law-work to mean no work, and of so spiritualizing the
plain precepts of the Gospel as to do away with them altogeth9r, thereby
suffering the flesh to indulge its natural love of ease, till at last the life
becomes a wa~ted life, and the Gospel of God's grace is brought, into
disrepute among the heathen ~ Alas! there is indeed! Oh, that we may
have grace to remember that it is written, ," He that saith he abideth in
Him ought Jtimself also so to walk, even as He walked" (1 John ii. 6); that
He "went about doing good" (Acts x. 38), not merely talking of it;
that we are expressly commanded "with well-doing to put to silence the
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ignora.nce of foolish men" (1 Peter ii. 15), and that, at the great day,
" the King shall say unto them on His right hand Come, ye blessed of
My Father: inasmuch as ye have done it [not mJrely, talked, about it~
unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye h~ve done it unto Me.'
A€?ain, even when, by the good hand of our G:od upon us, we have
somewhat "grown in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ," this "work of the law" will lift up its baneful head in a
more subtile form, and, as Hart says, "make of even' grace a snare;"
goading us on to thiuk ourselves something when we are nothing,
because, it may be, God has bestowed some gift upon us whereby, instrumentally, we are of some use in the Church. How easily does pride 'in
our fancied doings spring up, and we' begin to look down upon our
brethren and sisters,' forgetting that, apart from God's grace, we are still
just what we ever were, and shall be to the end, "wretched, and miserable,
and blind, and poor, and naked." Thus was it with many of the Corinthians, but Paul puts a stop to all, such boasting by asking' them, "Who
maketh thee to differ from another ~ and what hast thou that thou didst
not receive ~ now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou
hadst not received it 'I" (1 Cor. iv. 7.) Thus, the greater the gifts, the
greater the debtor, the more call for humility, and the greater need of watchfulness and prayer, lest we enter into temptation;' but if, unmindful of
our Lord's injunction to this effect, the accursed pride of the human
heart is fostered instead of mortified, a rude awakening sooner or later
awaits us, and we find, to our terrible cost, that "God is not mocked; "
that "whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap," and that
with the lowly, and the lowly' alone, is wisdom. No man yet
ever had' his eyes and heart fixed on the Lord Jesus without getting
lower and lower in his own estimation. It is when we know for certain
that God is our God, we loathe ourselves for our iniquities and abominations. When Paul cries out, "0 wretched man that I am!" he
immediately adds, "I thank God through Jesus Christ.'"
And is there not such a thing as an unforgiving spirit 1 such a sens')
of injury, real or imaginary, against a brother or sister, as to harden the
heart, and turn all, into gall and bitterness, as respects him or her ~
our own debt to God of ten thousand talents forgotten in the trumpery
-hundred pence due, or supposed to be due, to us from a fellow-sinner 1
May the Lord's senteIlce to the unforgiving servant ring in our ears:
" He delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due
to him." There is no release in our conscience from our own lawindebtedness, no "comfort of love," till "from our hearts we forgive
everyone his brother their trespassell."· Here again it is impossible to
be "looking unto Jesus," and hating our 'brother: at the same time.
Death, not life-Iaw-work, not Gospel peace-is felt in the soul when we
thus give place to the devil. " We know that we have passed from
death unto life', because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his
brother abideth in death."
And more common still, perhaps, is a censorious spirit, begotten of
a habit of tattling from house to house, and of making one's fellowsinners the chief subject of conversation, which, indeed, is only a subtle
form of 'self-worship and of self-exaltation at the expense of others,
whereby Christ's law of love is forgotten. The" charity which vaunteth
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not i~elf,. is not puffed up"-" the charity that thinketh no evil, hopeth
all things, and rejoiceth in the truth "'-:'is departed from; the eye" become
blinded and the heart hardened, and that filthiest of all golden calves,
'One's own self, is set up in the camp! Then oft~n follow: will·
worship and voluntary humility, which, taking the place of a broken
heart and a contrite spirit,outer-court worship, multiplied ad infinitum,
follows, passing for the worshipping the Father" in spirit and in truth."
Carnal joyS (which Satan takes care not to disturb) spring up in an
abundant crop, but no looking on Him whom our sins have pierced,
and mourning; no eating the Lamb with bitter herbs; none of thlj.t
self-loathing which a soul-realization that God is .indeed our God
always produces. As it is written, "I will be your God ; . . . then
shall ye loathe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities and for your
abominations" (Ezek. xxxvi. 28, 31). What wonder, then,.that, in this
sad condition, Christ, the m-eek and lowly in heart, is lost .sight ·of ;
and, His Spirit being grieved, His "fruits of love, peace,. longmffering,
gentleness, goodness, meekness," disappear altogether!
And how little is a thankful spirit cultivated amongst us! Of how
many can this be said, that, being "rooted and built up in Him, and
stablished in the faith, they abound therein with thanksgiving" ~ An.d
yet, when we consider that everything short of hell is wholly and
absolutely of God's mercy, entirely gratuitous and utterly undeservedthat each hour of the day and each moment of the hour brings some
new mercy, either temporal or spiritual, or both-it seems wonderful
that the hearts of God's people should be so forgetful and so ungrateful.
Yet which of us, when conscience speaks with. a "Thou art the man!"
but must bow his head with shame, and confess it to be true ~ Would
to God we might ever remember our· glorious covenant Head, when
He says, 'I In the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto Thee;"
and, looking unto Him, follow Him in this as in all else besides.
And, lastly, as "all Scripture is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works," I wonder what
meaning is given to Mal. iii. 8, 10: ': Will a man rob God? Yet ye
have robbed Me in tithes and offerings. Bring ye all the tithes into
the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the
. windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it." A wonderful promise indeed! And, in
seeking light upon the passage, it may be well to remember that they
who follow after righteousness are told to look to Abraham their father- .
that, when he met Melchisedec, the greatest type of Christ in all the
Bible )(if not, as some think, Christ Himself), he gave him "a tenth
part of all" (Heb. vii. 2); that Jacob vowed a vow to God concluding
thus, " Of all that Thou shalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto
Thee" (Gen. xxviii. 22); and of .which promise God reminds him
many years afterwards: "I am the God of ;Bethel, where thou vowedst
a vow unto Me." In the unrighteous mammon, alas! the children of
this world are but too often wiEer than the children of light.
That not one of the people of God, the purchase of the blood of His
own beloved Son, shall ever perish, be they what they mayor where
.
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they may, is a precious Bible truth.' Yea, God· has so linked His OWI1l
glory with their salvation, that the two are from everlasting to everlasting inseparably connected. "Bring My 'sons from far, and My
'daughters from the' ends of the earth, even everyone that is called by
'My name; for I have created him for My glory," are etod's own words.
And to the like amount speaks the Lord Jesus: "All Mine are Thine,
and Thine are Mine, and I am glorified in them." Hence, with all
humility and thankfulness be it spoken, how can one of them perish,
and God's glory be untarnished 1 The very thought of it i.s nigh to
blasphemy surely!
But their comfort and peace-their realization of God's pardon and
love in Christ during their passage through this life-is another matter,
since God has plainly declared, "If ye walk contrary unto Me, then will
I also walk contrary unto you;" and, though He will never make void His
lovingkindness from Christ, or suffer His faithfulness to fail-though He
will never alter the thing that has gone out of His lips respecting th~
people He has given Him-yet will He " visit their transgressions with
the rod, and their iniquity with stripes," for so He has spoken.
May, then, all God's children "walk in truth, as they have received a
commandment from the Father" (2 John 4), which commandment is,
"This is My beloved Son. Hear Him "-emphatically the Truth., '" As
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him."
Then indeed will peace be extended to us like a river, in the comfort
H. A. F.
and enjoyment of it, but not otherwise.

THE STORY' OF A PHYSICIAN.
FOR many years there practised in the west 'of England a physician
whose fame and skill were well known and felt, not only among the
wealthy of our land, but also the poor, and deservedly so, for few had
a kinder heart than he, and no poor person who needed advice was ever
sent away because he could not pay, and thousands can testify to the
benefit received from his advice. .But, alas! there was a dark side to
this otherwise beautiful character. His domestic relationship as husband,
father, master, would not bear'one moment's investigation, and outside his
profession it was the same-'-the language he used thrilled and chilled
the listeners. There were two causes for this sad state of thingsfirst, infidelity; second, drink-and these two mighty chains bound him,
as man thought, completely, but not, thank God, for ever. His home,
onc~ so happy, graced with as faithful, loving, patient, ladylike in every
point, aI,ld Christian a woman as ever man was blessed with, was driven
from it through his drunken, and worse than that, habits. His children,
all such as any parent might be proud of-intellectual, religious, and moral
-were compelled to leave him to the awful society of a woman who
had thrown her meshes round him. Friends no longer recognised him,
and he was oply spoken to by those who needed his profesRional advice,
and to get this it was needful always to see' him as early in the. morning
as possible. He had what man called an iron constitution. At length
sickness overtook him, and the one who had cured so many needed a
l,hysician himself.
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One Sunday evening I was told that Dr. - - was ill, and wanted" to
see me: My first thought was, "What excuse can I make 1" Hav,ing
often been exposed to" his ungentlemanly and profane langmge; I would
rather have gone to see anyone else, and I thought him past all ,hope
of reformation. At firilt I thought the distance was too great and would
take up too much time; then he was' not, and never had been, a
parishioner, and he could send for someone else. But these thoughts
would not do. Was I not God's servant ~ and now my Master gave
me work to do for Him. I went and found him very ill; told him .he
was a' dying man, that time was short, and exhorted him to call on Jesus
for pardon, and the gift of His ,Holy Spirit, to prepare. him for the great
change; told him of the Saviour's power and willingness to save all
that come unto God through Him, and'offt=1red up prayer. To my great
surprise I found him altored-no longer the scoffing infidel, but the
anxious enquirer, so overwhelmed with the sense of his sin as to be
in the very depth of despair. Thus my first work was to try, by God's
blessing, to rekindle hope. He acknowledged that all along he knew
the way, but had wilfully shut his eyes to it, and stopped his ears; and
now, he said, God's eyes were shut to him, and God's ear closed to his
cry; that he had denied the Saviour, ar.d now Josus would deny him. My
reasoning w.itli him took this turn: "Often when patients have come to you,
you have shaken your head, and said, 'It is too late! You should have
come before. I can do nothing for you now;' but Jesus, the Great Physician, never says to us while we are here on earth, 'It is too late!' but,
'NowSs the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.' Again, when you
gave medicines, they often failed to produce the effect you wished-they
could not cure-but 'the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.'
No disease is too deeply seated for Him to cure. 'If your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be made white as snow,' &c. Ar.d now, dear Dr. - .-, that
Great Physician is waiting for you to call Him in. He says, 'Behold, I
stand at the door and knock.' Listen to that knock-the knock of
sickness." "Oh, I can't!" he cried; "I am too unworthy." '" No,'
says Jesus, 'I came to seek and to save that which was lost.''' That
blessed text brought a ray of light. He caught me by the hand, and,
weeping and trembling, said, "Jesus came to seek and to save me-a,
poor lost, wilful, wandering sinner! Can it be true ~ " " Yes, true as
God Himself." With each ray of hope from Gospel promises came alsodeeper and truer repentance. fIe began to see things in their true
light, as sins against God.
The time now drew on to test his repentance and profession. He
was at this time, and had for some years been living with two women,
having by his violence driven his wife and family from him. His
anxiety now was to be reconciled to his deeply-wronged family, as he
often called them; and, if they would return to him, the two women
were to be at once dismissed, but he was in so helpless a state that,
unless someone came, ! he could not be left; while his great cry
was with David: "Against Thee only have I sinned, and done. this evif
in Thy sight."
I read to him at his request Matthew xxv. 31-46.
The forty-fifth verse he kept repeating, saying, "Oh, that is what Jesus
ought to say of me I" Befor~ however, the 'long-desired reconciliation
could be effected, death came. Each day his carriag~ was sent for _me
2 N 2
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.when I would have it." One morning it came to bring me immediately.
I saw the end was near, and he much wished to receive the holy
communion. to testify his lave to the Saviour. I could not doubt the
reality of his conversion and faith, and at once granted his request.
When about to leave him, thinking it might be the last time I should
see him on earth, I said, "Well, Doctor, you will soon, I trust, take
your place among those who have 'washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.'" "Yes," he said, "thank .God!" and
then, gathering up, his strength, he quoted the whole of that beautiful
hymn, "There is a fountain filled with blood," and after each verse
said, "That's me." Soon after I left God sent for him, and truly I
may say he was "a brand plucked from the burning," and I pray I
may never again think any work too hard for the Lord.

'irntcsfant

~C1Wm.

DR. IRONS AMONG THE RITUALISTS.
To the Editor of the City Pms.
Sm,........;;As an old Evangelical Churchman, I confess I was surprised
to see one of our City rectors in the company of Dr. Lee, Dr. Littledale, and others of a like mind, at a meeting held on Friday nIght,
at the Westminster Palace Hotel, for the furtherance of the visionary
projects of the Association "for the Promotion of the Unity of
Christendom." But my surprise was" eclipsed with wonderment" when
I heard the doctor speak. You, sir, are acquainted with the objects
of this association; they are to unite the Roman, Greek, and Anglican
Churches, which, according to Dr. Pusey, are not very much unlike-at
any rate, he thinks the Council of Trent and the Thirty-nine Articles
eau be made to agree. If ecclesiastical reasoning is totally different
from that of ordinary reasoning, there may be an agreement between
these opposite documents. If there is but one way of looking at
them, then the Thirty-nine Articles are diametrically opposed to the
decrees of the Council of Trent. Did I.. atimer and Ridley die for' the
union of the Churches 7 Did the Reformers suffer so much in order
that we of the nineteenth century might be reunited to Rome 7 Did
King Edward VI. on his dying bed say," Free this kingdom from
Antichrist and keep Thine elect in it" for union with Antichrist 7 Did
Archbishop Cranmer say," Thou hand, I will be avenged of thee for
subscribing for fear of death to that d-- scroll," because there was
little difference between Popery and Protestantism 7 Did good old
Bishop Latimer say, "We shall light such a candle, by God's grace, in
England this day, as I trust shall never be put out again," for a mere
trifle 1 Did all these pious men speak thns for the reunion of the
Churches 7 They did not! Were they" unredeemed villains," as they
have been called 1 They were not! and the being who called them so
knows they were not. Sir, when I saw Dr. Irons pleading and longing
for intercommunion with Rome, I becaIlle sad. My mind went back to
the worthies who, humanly speaking, made the Church of England. I
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look upon it that such men as Dr. Irons are far more dangerous than
the R.ev. A. H. Maclwnochie. You know what the one is, but you can .
scarc",ly say that of the other, I 'express my opinion freely, but· I consider anyone who associat41s with Dr. Lee and Dr. Littledale are persons
of pronounced views. I believe a man is known by the company he
keeps.
I am, &c.,
.
AN OLD THEOLOGIAN.

"DR. IRONS AMONG THE RITUALISTS."

To the Bditor of the City Press.
STR,"':"-As I read the letter under the above heading in the City Press
of Wednesday last, I mentally exclaimed, "Wllat would Dr. Irons'
honoured father say to this 1" It was my privilege to enjoy the personal frIendship of the beloved and justly-lamented minister of 'Grove
Chapel, Camberwell, for many years. Such was his Christianity, such
his thorough Protestantism, such his regard for the memory of those
men who (in a jealousy for the fundamentals of our most holy faith)
"counted not their lives dear unto them," that the fact of his son
identifying hiinself with one who could-I say blasphemously-denounce
such men as "unredeemed villains," would, I am sure, have given my
late revered friend the bitterest grief and intensest of sorrow. As
the san of such a father, and" though dead, yet speaking" as that
father does by the sound, Scriptural, outspoken sermons, which extend
to several volumes, and which endear his mem5'ry to thousands, the
position which Dr. Irons occ~pies is, one ~f no ordinary responsibility.
In the church where he offiCIates he has III the tablet to the memory
of the sainted John Newton a perpetual reminder of the character and
the operations of that Gospel he has pledged himself to proclaim. But
alas! alas! if Dr. Irons' creed and conduct are in unison," Ichabod"
may be written upon the walls of St: Mary Woolnoth. It is said that
in the latter years of his life, when (as the tablet to his revered
memory styles him) the" African Slave Boy" became very deaf, in order
to hear the preacher upon one occasion he sat in the pulpit beside him.
" My Christian friends," said the preacher. "Be faithful," whispered
Newton, "there are but few of them Christians." Dr. Irons, like the
writer of this letter, is now getting in years. Both the one and the
other will soon have" to render an account of their stewardship." In
prospect of that momentous event, I would humbly suggest to Dr. Irons
that, as he ministers in that once sacred building, he should at least
give an occasional glance at the tablet hard by his pulpit. Let him
recall the words of its former occupant. Let him ask himself whether
he is "faithful" to his conscience, "faithful " to his God," faithful" to
his ordination vows, to.seek to "banish and drive away all false doctrine" 1
I am, &c"
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D~ -

St. Luke's; Bedminster, Bristol, July 26th.
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The foregoing letters appeared in the City P1"eSS, but although, as may be
gather-ed from the date, several ,weeks have passed since their appearance,
no, notice of either Thtter has been taken by Dr. IRONS, as far as reply
is concerned. The question naturally arises, " Can he reply~" Another
suggests itself: "Da1'e he attempt it ~ " In days gone by has he not
had too many Gospel privileges to allow him to stifle the convictions as to
whltt is truth and what is errod Could the home-appeals, the public
ministrations, the godly example of his sainted Father have had no influence whatever upon the Son? If such should be the case, and should Dr.
IRONS continue in practical antagonism with the simple truths so plainly
presented in God's blessed Word, and should he remain in harmony
with those whose denunciations oi:. the now glorified martyrs prove their
utter disregard of that divine admonition, "Touch not Mine anointed,'
and do My prophets no harm," what a fearful day of reckoning awaits
him! Dr, IRONS and ourselves, to the best of our belief, are personally
unknown to each other. Nevertheless, we have wrestled at the footstool
of 'mercy on his behalf. Such, was our regard for the sainted Father,
that we have found it in our heart to plead for the erring Son. May
God,' in great mercy, look upon him, and, ere it be to,o late, show him
his error, and the fearful precipice upon which he stands. ' Not merely
did .the immortal NEWTOK minister in the church where Dr. IRONS
officiates, but occasionally the Christ-exalting NUNK, of Manchester, likewise. Should Dr. IRONS continue, in as far as in him lies, to nullify their
testimony from the self-same pulpit which they once so honourably occupied, they, at the last great day, will rise as witnesses against him. His
~wn Father will be a ~tness against him. May God, of His great mercy,
_.avert· such an awful termination of his ministerial career. May the
true light break in upon his benighted soul. Apart from all other considerations, may the pra,yers of his long-glorified Mother-rp-ay the
exhortations of his Spirit-taught. :Father-present thems~IYes with re·
newed energy and irresistible persuasiveness to the Doctor's mind. Whatever subsequent prejudices since-. those' early days and sacred home
influences, may he now be brought by the Great Teacher, God the Holy
Ghost, to see things through a Gospel medium, and lllay his few remain1
ing days-for, as with the writer, so with Dr. IRONS, they cannot be
many-be spent in a Scriptural advocacy of the truth as it is in Jesus!
So prays his unknown, but willing servant,
THE EDITOR..

THE COMING' CLIFTON CONFERENOE.
M~

BELOVED BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN JEsus,-I am still, in the.
forbearing mercy of God, privileged to invite you to our Annual Clifton
Conference. For the sixteenth time I heartily and affectionately bid
you welcome.
I do not address all those who were present with us at our first
Conference, nor even all who were with us last year; for, alas !. many of
them we know among us no more. They have gone, and left us behind
them, to follow in our turn.- But I address the survivors of departed
friends, who I am sure never heard the mourned ones say that they
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regretted their attendance at these and similar meetings,' or felt that it
interfered with their joy in the prospect of resurrection glory,.
No, my dear fellow-heirs of the kingdom, we have found out in
these annual Conferences not only the pleasantness of Christian fellowship, but the practical benefit of realizing our common interest in Jesus;
and meeting together as friends on the sole ground of His love to us
and our consequent love to Him. Our grounds of union are very simple,
.and we need no elaborate confession of faith to declare them. VI!e
agree in loving and exalting Him; and, whatever our diversity on other
subjects may be, we are perfectly at one in trusting Him only and
entirely for whatever belongs to our present peace and future blessedness. We see that all forms of error, from the earliest dawn of
Christian light· to the present hour, may be resolved into antagonism to
Him in His Person, office, work, Church, and kingdom. We repudiate
these errors in mi!:king Him the centre of all our hopes and the Source
of all our confidence, not suffering any person or thing to come between
us and Him, and not expecting any good in time or eternity but what
comes to us directly through Him.
Moreover, we know the Spirit's office and work. We expect to,
::ippropriate to ourselves no good without His agency. Naturally, we
are "of the earth earthy," whereas the whole system of redemption and.
restoration is from heaven. To understand, receive, and enjoy it, we
must be enlightened; head and heart, by the Holy Ghost. It is His
work j and our duty is to honour Him in looking to Him 'alone for its
performance. "I will send Him unto you," is our dear Lord's promise.
That promise has been fulfilled j and from the day of Pentecost to the
present hour the divine Enlightener, Sanctifier, and Comforter, has been
fulfilling His mission in the Church and in each member composing it.
. The religion of Jesus is simplicity itself. In its application to the
cas~ of the sinner it says, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be.
saved." But it is the Spirit who makes it simple. He gives entrance
~o the Word.
He. gives light, and life, and power, and the work is done.
1'0 th.e. unspiritual mind the same religion is necessarily full of mystery,
difficulty, and doubt; and, if received at all, it must be after it has
undergone some process by which its .spiritual elements are exchanged
for certain carnal devices which the corrupt taste and more corrupt
yearning of man's ~eart supply. Without such a process the multitude
would reject Chrii>tianity altogether; but it is questionable whether what
they agree to accept is rChristianity in any. sense whatever. The children
of God will do well to bear in mind the vast distinction between the
Christianity of Christ and the Christianity of many even of its professed
teachers and preachers. The intellect of an enlightened child will comprehend the "deep things of God" in the religion of Jesus, while that
of an unenlightened philosopher will stumble at even its "first prindples."
It is the office of the genuine follower of Jesus to "contend 'for the
faith once for all delivered to the saints." That faith has one only
depository~God's inspired Word.- Outside of that we should' never
consent to be led, neither· to accept any 'compromise with those who
insist on less or .more ·than the sacred oracles reveal. On ·that :;;ubject
we should be resolute. Concession is disloyalty to' our God -and K~ng.

4'8

The Gqsjel Magazine.

Every believer in Christ is put in trust ,vith His Gospel, and they Imve
no authority to make any terms with those ,who will not accept the
Scriptures in their integrity; Weguard our' own property with jealous
care; snrely we should not be less conservative of what belongs to God.
To the demands of human policy in matters concerning the honour orour
divine Head, we must "give place by subjection, no, not for an hour."
The love of Christ must constrain us in our intercourse with professing
Christians, and in our" dealing with their views. If the latter are
sound, and the walk in life correspond, we should receive such parties.
as brethren. If there be any departure from the simplicity of the
Gospel, we must not consent to it on any terms whatever. God grant
us grace to follow Him fully, and to serve Him faithfully.
To these and kindred topics our attention will, God willing, be directed
during the Conference. I sincerely trust that in the addresses of
dear brethren whom God will send to instruct and edify us, not a few
practical lessons thereon will be conveyed, and that many of us will
be strengthened for the service to which we may be called, in dealing
with various forms of error unhappily abounding amongst us.
.
Brethren, pray for the success of these blessed meetings, as you have,
I doubt not, prayed in past years. We have all felt the advantage of
such preliminary intercessions; our meetings have even exceeded our
expectations. Much previous prayer has been the secret; for' this we
must praise our GOd; therefore, let praises and prayers mingle. Ask
the Triune J ehovah to be present with us.
He will not say us
nay.
Invite and encourage others who love the Lord Jesus to unite with
us in this happy annual association. Tell them the Master has been
with us befoie and will be again.
The Lord has, -this year also, suggested two topics for our consideration: "Receive the kingdom as a little child" (Mark x. 15); "Quit
you like men, be strong~' (1 Cor. xvi. 13).
We shall assemble, the Lord permitting, on our appointed day",
the first Tuesday and 'Wednesday in October-October 1st and 2nd,
1878.
'
Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren whQ
will kindly signify to me, or Miss Woollcombe, 10, York Place, Clifton,
on before Saturday, September 21st, their intention to be present at the
Conference, and their need of accommodation during their stay.
I am, my dear friends, with increased affection, your brother in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ,
_.
SAMUEL ABRAHAM 'WALKER,
Recto1' of St. },{ary·le-Port, B1istol.
,~

The Conference will, as usual, assemble (D.V.) in the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton, each day, at eleven o'clock a.m., and at seven p.m. Dinner (for
which tickets, at 2s. each, will be issued during the Conference) will
be provided within the building, at hal,f-past. one o'clock, and tea at five.
The intervals between the meetings will, as heretofore, be devoted to>
prayer meetings, Bible readings, addresses, free conversations, &c.
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Our local friends are reminded that meetings for prayer will be held
as before, at the Victoria Rooms, on the three Friday evenings, September 13th, 20th, and 27th, preceding the Conference, and also on
Monday evening, September 30th, to ask the Lord's blessing on' our
proceedings, and on ourselves and others, that as the effect of these
meetings, His work may be done in us and by us.

AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLAD~
THE suggestion of our old and valued correspondeilt (Mr. ROBERT
HANSON) with respect to the centenary of the death of the above eminent servant of Christ, was adopted on Sunday, the 11th August, at St.
Luke's, Bedminster, as doubtless was the case at scores, if not hundreds,
of other places of worship. The hymns of this immortal bard were sung
throughout the day, the second hymn for the morning service being, as
usual, sung by the children of the Sunday-school. This was the wellknown and justly-appreciated "Rock of Ages, cleft for me." Whilst
this hymn was most touc~ingly sung, as well as "A debtor to mercy
alone," we thought, if the glorified are cognizant of what is transpiring
on earth, and if the blessed TOPLADY could behold the use the Lord
was condescendingly making of what He prompted him to write above
a century ago, how inspiring, Christ-exalting, and God-glorifying must
that knowledge be!
The last chapter of the first of Chronicles being the first lesson for
the day, the fifteenth verse was chosen as the text for the morning: " For
we are strangers before. Thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers:
our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding."
The subject was felt to be additionally appropriate, inasmuch as on the
Friday previously, a large number of persons had gathered together to
witness the interment of the oldest Bristol incumbent. The Rev. Canon
KNIGHT had been inducted into the living of St. Michael's as far back
as 1816. Not having retired from the incumbency until three or four
years since, he had consequently served the parish for nearly sixty
years! It was a solemn thought that, amidst. the large congregation
assembled upon the morning of his funeral, in all probability there was
not one present who had witnessed his induction into that parish. With
comparatively few exceptions, he had doubtless outlived all his parishioners. Yet, long as he had lived (up to eighty-eight years of age), and
long as he had laboured, hiJ> own time had come at last, even as ha:d
the thousands which had preceded him.
In reflecting upon those who had gone, and the very many whom we
could but miss even from the circle of our own congregation, we could
but feel how soon both ourselves and others must necessarily follow.
How striking is the figure, "Our days on the earth are as a shadow,
and there is none abiding." What-so fleeting as a shadow, or the vapou~'
of which the Apostle James speaks i Job exclaims, "My days are swifter
than a weaver's shuttle." What more rapid than this 7 Who can do more
than glance at it in its mere momentary flight to and -fro 7 Yet such
movement is compared to life!
•
And how striking is the expression of the Psalmist, in the ninetieth
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Psalm, "We spend our years as a tale that is told.'" The more the
comparison is considered, the more truthful will it appear.
. Unless the man has sought to the best of his ability to! live for
others, and not merely for 11imself-to leave his footprints behind him
in certain efforts for the glory of his Master and for the good of· his fellowmen-what more will remain or be thought of him than -of the mere
narrative to which we have listened, or the tale that had been told ~
Hence the desirableness and the necessity of utilizing the p?'ess to the
utmost possible extent, so that, as in TOPLADY'S and in many other
cases, they" being dead," may" yet speak" '
It was urged as a notable fact that, with comparatively few exceptions, that essential part of divine worship, praise and thanksgiving, was
confined to tlte labours of those who had gone to their rest. What
signal use the Lord has made of hymns! How have they instrumentally
qpenednp the experiences of the Lord's family age after age and genera·
tion after generation! How have they set forth the oneness of the
Spirit's teaching, and traced out the footsteps of the flock, and all this
in connection with the instrumentality of the press. The enemy takes
the greatest advantage of this medium of propagating error, and why
should not the servants of God employ it to the utmost of their power
for the propagation of truth 1 Why should their labours be confined to'
a congregation,or to their own little span of life 1
The utilizing the press becomes the more important, when we con-··
sideI' how foreign lands are op.ened up, and the great facilities of com-·
munication are taken into account.
In the evening the text was taken from the second les'son, "What'
think ye of Christ 1" The question put by our blessed Lord to Peter·
and his brother disciples was somewhat similar: "Whom do men say
that I, the Son of Man, am 1 . . . Whom do ye say that I am 'I"
liut the inquiry was made of very different men and to a very different
end. The Lord could not say to the Pharisees, as He did to Peter,
"Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but My Father which is in heaven."
Thus we see that every true spiritual apprehension of Christ is by the
There is no
effectual a~d distinctive revelation of the Holy Ghost.
knowledge of Christ; no panting, or longing, or craving after Christ,
but by the Holy Ghost; and our thoughts of Cllrist spr.ing from His
thoughts of us. If we desire Him, it is because He first desired us.
" We love Him because He first loved us."
Why the queen was to
be brought unto the King ·in raiment of needlework, was upon the
ground that she had been brought to "forget her own people and her
father's house "-in other words, to forsake her own righteousness, and
her own fleshly hopes and doings, and to "cleave to the Lord with'
purpose of heart." Upwards of twenty times in the Canticles the bride
speaks of "her Beloved;" but why 1 Because He had "looked upon"
Q,er; He had drawn her to Himself! THus, although black in herself,
she was comely in Him who, by 'virtue or His attractive power and
gracious acts, had become to her-instead of as' He once was, "as a root
out of a dry ground,' without form or comeliness"-" the Chiefest among
..
ten thousand, the altogether lovely."
~ At the close-'of the evening service in ~tli~ church, about a hundred
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and fifty of the congregation adjourned to the new Mission Hall, where
a prayer-meetIng was held for three quarters of an hour, to the refreshing
and edification of many precious souls.
Thus ended the commemoration, as far as this parish was concerned,
of the centenary of the death of the blessed
AUGUSTUsMONTAGUEToPLADY.

To the Edito'l' of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR BROTHER IN THE LORD,-Last Lord's day was indeed a high
day at Old Hill. Both morning and evening I was enabled, with some
liberty in my own soul, to preach on Isaiah xxvi. 4: "The Rock of Ages;"
and the eight hymils we sang were all penned by the dear apostle
TOPLADY. I took his works with me into 'the pulpi~, and read extracts
from them, to the evident joy and edification of very large congregations.
I am glad to know that in many churches throughout the land-and
some where by no means the full Gospel is represented-the centenal'Y
of the entering into life of our sainted brother was specially observed.
The best thanks of us all are due to the esteemed brother who so
appropriately broached the plan. My hope is, that many persons who
have never read a line of TOPLADY'S writings will be led to obtain and
peruse them, in which case we may well both pray and believe that the
name of the Lord Jesus will be magnified, the freeness of the divine
grace in a covenant salvation be exemplified, and the souls of some of
the less instructed be edified.
We were all truly sorry to miss your face and voice from the Conference at Leicester, the more as we presented our beloved brother STRATON
with the testimonial.
I heard yesterday from dear WALKER. He invites me to take part
in discussing the blessed subjects appointed for the Clifton Conference
in October, but I greatly fear that I shall not be in England at that
time. May the divine" Master of assemblies" Himself preside and guide
on the occasion, the Spirit of revelation, of truth, and of power
possessing the hearts and minds of the members of the elect body
gathered there together.
With much Christian love, I remain, yours in the sure hope of God's
own Gospel,
Old Hill, Dudley, August 14, 1878.
J AMES ORMISTON.

To the Editor oj the Gospel.Magazine.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-No doubt you will receive many statements
from the household of Scripture faith how the last Sabbath was passed
in commemorating the one hundredth anniversary of that great man of God,
A. M. TOPLADY, entering into the rest' prepared for him. Our humble
testimony of the esteem which we still hold him in, or for him, and
how we passed the day at the Tabernacle Chapel, Yeovil, may not be
unacceptable to you and the readers of the GOSPEL M:AGAZINE, if you
think proper to find it a place on its pagefi,
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The morning service commenced with reading the following:"BELOV:~P IN THE LOlm,-One hundred years this day having passed
since that great champion for Gospel truths, the Rev. AUGusTus
MONTAGUE TOPLADY, fell asleep and was taken to l;is everlasting rest, it
has been proposed that in churches and chapels hymns composed by that
most talented writer should be sung. Six have been selected by our dear
minister, Mr. VARDER, for the oGcasion, and printed for the accommodation
of this congregation, copies of which are distributed in the pews.
Prayer has also been offered in supplicating the Holy Spirit for His
especial teaching, that, in a few words, we may hear and express our
high esteem of' that great, noble, and blessedly-favoured minister of'
Christ.
.
"The wisdom God gave him to utter, to write, and to defend the great
truths of the Bible, present him in a cle~r prominence as one among the
.
most talented of Gospel preachers. .
"Much as the 'Establishment' of this country has been honoured by
God the Holy Ghost with. raising within her pale 'giants' for Scripture
truth, this great man we believe stands second to none of her noble
worthies.
Conspicuous among the foremost of the revered names,
AUGUSTUS MONTAGUE TOPLADY will, so long as time continues, maintain
.
its prominent position.
"Spiritual gifts must come from a spiritual source, and who could more
clearly acknowledge this than that humble and most devoted servant of
God did, when the glory, the beauty, and the radiance of his Lord,
Teacher, Master, and Defender shone so visible in him·1 At his Saviour's
feet we find the Psalmist's language that of his contrite, sincere heart:
'My soul is even as a weaned child before Thee.'
"Oh, what instrument is so perfectly tuned.,.--what voice has ever
attained the heavenly sounds-to equal those which ushered this
beloved servant of the Three-One Jehovah to his eternal rest 1 His
spirit was in heaven long before the clay tabernacle closed his eyes to
all terrestrial things. The incomings of everlasting glory filled him for
weeks before his departure. His weak, rapid sinking body, borne by
affliction to the certain prospect of the grave, was no ground of fear
to him. Filled with joy unspeakable and full of glory, he entered for
ever the rest-the undisturbed rest-in the unveiled glory of his. precious
Lord Jesus Christ, where a cleud will never be allowed to intervene.
Thus lived and thus fell asleep the immortal TOPLADY."

"Rock of Ages, cleft for me;" "Your harps, ye trembling saints;"
and "A debtor to mercy alone," were the three hymns sung. Mr.
Lee's text was John iv. 32. The ennil1g service began with" When
languor and disease invade." During the evening the following were
sung; "Compared with Christ, in all beside," and "Emptied of earth
I fain would be;" Mr. Lee's text, Isaiah iii. la, 11. Thus passed one
of our memorable days. Mr. Varder's previous arrangements prevented
his strong desire to be home that day.
. .
Wishing you every covenant blessing, and the daily smiles of our
preci~us J esus, yours~ dear sir, in love's indissoluble bonds,
Yeotil, August 14, 1878.
JOHN BARBER.

I·
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To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

My DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-Last Sunday we used at St. Silas's, six
of Toplady's hymns, from "Songs of Grace and Glory," Nos. 145, 183,
574, morning; 462, 643, 234, evening. I am glad you reminded me a
fortnight ago of the fact that it was nearly one hundred years since
Toplady was called home.. Perhaps few· possess the old volume of the
GOSPEL MAGAZINE (for 1776, I think) in which "Rock of Ages"
appeared for the first time; but would it not be interesting to know
in how many congregations this hymn was used last Sunday ~
I was so glad. to hear something more encouraging abOut our dear
afflicted friend yesterday through the letter you read me. I long to see
and hear him again. I am sure many. are praying for him, and I
believe the Lord is teaching us to trust Him more. I have often
noticed that just when we have been enabled to give way before the
hand of love, the favour we have been asking for has come. I am afraid
this does not express very clearly what I m.ean, but the experience to
which I refer is called hopelessness by the world, "esignation by the
children of the covenant.
.
.
With kind regards, yours faithfully,
August 16th, 1878.
D. E. M. SIMMONDS.
At the Baptist Chapel, Lyndhurst, Hants, the pastor, Rev. W. H. Payne,
preached a commemorative sermon from Psalm xlv. 17.

IN MEMORIAM.

AUGUSTUS M. TOPLADY,

Author of the well·known hymn, "Rock of Ages,"
Died August 11th, 1778, aged 36.

"In the Lord Jehovah is the Rock of Ages."-IsAIAH xxvi. 4.
" LORD OF GLORY," crucified!
Mighty Saviour, Thou hast' died;
Borne Thy people's guilt and sin,
Thus eternal life we win.
Rock of Age!, Rock Divine!
Love e'erlasting made us Thine!
Once by nature far from God,
On Thy righteous law we trod;
Spurned Thy grace, despised Thy name,
Gloried in our sin and shame.
Rock of Ages, Rock Divine!
Sovereign love has made us Thine!
All our debts by Thee were piloid,
Very nigh to God we're made:
By the gracious Spirit taught,
Beneath Thy sha.doW' we are broughb.
Rock of Ages, Rock Divine!
Sovereign grace -hath uh1e us Thine!

SantMorough.

Rock Eternal~ Thou wast riven
That Thy Church might be forgiven;
From Thy wrath might sheltered be,
Hidden in Thy clefts-in Thee.
Rock of Ages, Rock Divine!
Thy free love hath made us Thine!
Rock of Ages, from Thy side
Flowed forth a living tide .:
Through the full atonement made,
All believers now are saved.'
Rock of Ages, Rock Divine!
Grace and mercy made us Thine!
Rock of Ages, in Thy breilost,
Stores of choicest honey rest;
Here Thy hungry ones m'l.y feed,
Satisfying all their need.
Rock of Ages, Rock Divine!
Love unchanging m:\de us Thine!

. R. J. N.
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CENTENARY OF TOPLADY'S DEATH.

To 'the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-As I have been privileged in making the suggestion,
through the medium· of your pages, that ttle centenary of TOPLADY'S
death should be specially remembered by the Church of God, I have
great pleasure in being able to record how the day was obseryed.in
this city and neighbourhood.. In the central church of G10ucester (St.
Michael's), of which the Rev. G. JAMES, M.A"., is the rector, TopLADY'S
lJwmns were sung both morning and evening, "Christ, whose glory fills
the skies," forming the key-note of the day's services; while "Rock of
Ages! cleft for me," was sung with much feeling and solemnity b, the
congregation, as a fitting prelude to the sermon, which I am permitted
to subjoin. The preacher was the Rev. E. B. Brooks, M. A., curate of
the parish, who chose for his text, "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto
us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy truth's
sake" (Psa. cxv. 1).
"Some expositors have supposed that this Psalm was penned by the
prophet Daniel, on the occasion of the deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego from the burning fiery furnace, into which they were
thrown by the command of King Nebuchadnezzar; and possibly the
fourth verse, in which he describes the idols of the heathen, perhaps
with particular reference to the golden image which Nebuchadnezzar
commanded to be worshipped, may countenance such a conjecture.
Very different is the idea which the Scriptures everywhere give of
the ever-blessed qod from that of the false gods worshipped by the
heathen. 'Our God is in the heavens.'
He sits upon the throne,
weighing out and dispensing the· fates of men, holding all events in His
own hand, and guiding every link of every chain of second causes, from
the beginning to the end of time. Our God is in heaven, possessed of all
power, and, .therefore, 'hath done whatsoever pleased Him;' or, as the
Apostle'expresses it, 'He worketh all things after the counsel of His
own will.' This holds true aS'to the events- of the life that now is. As
we have confessed in our prayer this morning, His never-failing providence ordereth all things, both in heaven and -earth.
Victory, for
instance, when conflicting. princes wage war, is all of God. At the
famous battle of Agincourt, where, under Henry V.;80,000 French were
utterly routed by 9,000 English, when the engagement was over, the
victorious monarch ordered Psalm cxiv. and part of cxv. to be sung on
the field, in acknowledgment of God's· blessing on his arms; and we
read that, when the victorious English came to the text, they fell on
their knees as one man, and shouted, 'Not unto us, 0 Lord, not unto
us, but unto Thy name give glory, for Thy mercy, and for Thy
truth's sake!' with o.ne heart and voice. In like manner, in the things
of grace, while every converted· man wHI unhesitatingly give the praise
of his salvation to God and the. Lamb, saying, 'Not unto me;. but
I am saved, not for my r}ghteonsness, but for Thy mercy and truth's
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sake;' the whole' body of the Ohurch, with one accord, when God
accomplished the ,number of His elect, will take up the song, of
redeemed' (Rev..vii.. 10).
"And I would observe that there are three steps in the work; of
salvation, for which f the well.,instructed saint will be prepared
ascribe all praise to his God"I. For His ordaining grace.
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"n. .[ustifying grace.
"Ill. Sanctifying grace.
"I. For ordaining grace. When Lysander, the Spartan, visited King
Oyrus, he was particularly struck with the elegance and order, the
. variety and magnificence, .of Oyrus's garde,n. The great monarch, flattered
by the ta~te and judgment of his guest, told him, with emotions of
pleasure, that the lovely walks were plannecl by himself, and almQst
every tree, shrub, and flower planted by his own hand. Now, when
we take a view of the Ohurch, which is at once the house and
garden of the living God-which the Father loved j for which the
Son became a Man of Sorrows; . which the Spirit ,descends from heaven
in .the fulness of His. power ,to cultivate and build anew-we must
acknowledge, 'Thy sovereign hand and uncreated love drew the plan of
this spiritual Eden. .Thy hand, Almighty' Power, set every living tree,
every true believer, in the courts of the Lord's house. Thy people
are all righteous. They shall inherit the land for ever, the branches
of Thy planting, the work of Thy hands, that Thou mayest,be glorified.'
"On the strong and sure foundation; of God's ordaining grace are
based the glorious effects of the preaching of Ohrist Cl'ucified in the
hearts of men. When the -Gospel of the cross of Ohrist is proclaimed,
the Holy Ghost goes forth, pursuant to God's eternal purpose concerning His people, and makes it the channel of His converting power.
Pharisees convinced of sin are dislodged from all reliance on their own
works, and seek to Jesus for righteousness and strength. Hell-deserving
sinners, who blasphemed the Saviour's name, despised, His cross, and trod
His commands underfoot, smitt,en by penitential anguish, look unto Him
whom they have pierced, and mourn in bitterness of soul. All His
people throughout the world sh~U believe on Him, some with a
weak, and some with an assured faith; but all shall believ!l, as when
the Israelites, bitten by serpents in the wilderness, looked at the brazen
image. Some looked steadfastly, others feebly; some had ·a near and
distinct view,\others a confused and distant one; many could but just
raise their eyes at all to it, and hardly got a glimpse j yet all somehow:
or other looked, and all who did so were, healed. So all the people
of Ohrist reach, towards His righteousness, some with a strong grasp,
others with a feeble; trembling hand; but all grasp at it, and utter the
prayer whip,h never: was breathed by a graceless heart: 'Oh, let me be
found in Thee, not having my own righteousness, which is of the law,
but the righteousness which is of God by faith! ' and the sinner thus, in
the purpose of the mercy of his God, brought by grace to see both his
need and the remedy for it, praises Him who hath ordained him unto
life, and brought him from darkness to light, and will then take up
the song of thanksgiying fQr"n. J1ts#jyinggrace. Two principles enter into the essence of th9
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Gospel: first, that the law wIll accept no obedience short of one that
is absolutely perfect; second, that no man since Adam sinned has had,
or ever can have, any such obedience of his pwn; therefore, he must look
to, and rest OD, that Saviour who was graciously, by imputation, charged
with our sins, that His' righteousness may be placed to our accountthat we, in short, 'might be made the righteousness of God in Him.' If
this be the Gospel scheme of salvation, the Apostle's assertion will be
incontestable: 'As many of you as are justified by the law,' i.e., are
seeking salvation by your own works, are fallen from grace, are revolted
from the Gospel, which teaches that men are' justified by the grace of
God through Christ's righteousness alone.
How hardly are men
brought to accept salvation as a gift of mere favour ! We are for
bringing a price in- our hands and money in our sack's mouth, while
the heavenly direction is, 'Buy wine and milk without money and
without price,' i.e., take a full possession of pardon, holiness, and life, as
if you had bought them, remembering that you have them gratis, without
any merit of yours. You did not bribe God to make you; it is impossible to pay Him aught to save you. Zeuxis, the celebrated Grecian
painter, used latterly to give his pictures away. Being asked why he
did' so, he would say, 'I give my pictures away because they are too
valuable to be purchased; they are above all price.' And does not God
give 'His Son, a name written in the book of life, and a right to His
kingdom, .because these blessings are above all price, too great. and
glorious to be purchased by any works of man ~ Because man cannot
merit them, God graciously and freely gives them through the purchase-price of the Saviour's obedience and blood.
"The third subject of praise is sanctifying grace. While God's free
gift and Chri6t's merits constitute our right to future glory, there
must be an inward meetness for the vision and glory of God wrought
in us ,by His Holy Spirit, in order to render us susceptible of those
exalted pleasures which are in His presence, and the fulness of joy which
is at His right hand. Heaven must be brought down into the human soul
ere that soul can be fitted for heaven. No man could relish or be happy
in the blessedness of the New Jerusalem unless God in the meanwhile
made him partaker of a new nature. Sanctifying grace is no part of a
man's title to heaven, any mote than man's animal life entitles a man
of fortune to his large estates. He could not enjoy his property if he
did not live, but his claim to his estates rises from another quarter.
So it is not holiness which gives man right to enter heaven, though none
can enter without it. Christ's obedience ·to the law, His obedience unto
death, gives us our right to enter heaven, and we are exempt by it from
all vain endeavours to satisfy the justice of God by our obedience-not,
however, from obeying it as a rule of life, by which to glorify God in
thankful return for His abundant mercies. The man who says that
he knows God, but in works denies Him; who calls Christ 'Lord,
Lord!' but does not the thing He enjoins-whose 'voice is Jacob's, but
his hands the hands of Esau '-is like our Saviour's murderers of old,
who bowed their knees and cried 'Hail!' while they spat in His face
and smote Him with the palms cif their hands. The hypocrite's profession is dark and opaque,. while that of a saint is transparent and
bright. The r~ys of grace in him pervade his whole behaviour, are
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transmitted through his whole p;actical life. When Flaminius,. the
Roman general, announced freedom to Greece at the Isthmian Games,
in the name of the Senate and people of Rome, the transported
Greeks received the news with such acclamations of gratitude and
thunders of applause that sm.ne ravens which were flying over the
stadi1tm fell down to the earth stunned and senseless. The very
games and exercises were neglected, and nothing but. bursting eclats !>f
joy engrossed the day. So, when the Holy Spirit announces Gospel
liberty and eternal redemption to the souls of the awakened, the love
of sin and the ravens of detested lusts fall before His sacred power.
Indwelling sin and unholy tempers receive their death's wound on
His entrance into the heart. The saint presses forward to achieve the
great end to which he has been ordained~holiness. He grows in
grace, in conformity to the likeness of Christ, in the blessed hope
of one day sef2ing Him, and being made like Him, spirit, soul, and
body, faultless, to the praise and glory of God alone.
"I have selected the .sentiments which I have advanced in your
hearing on. these great subjects, from the sermons of the late Rev.
A. M. TOPLADY, not merely for the purpose of confirming my own
testimony to the truths of Scripture and of our ;beloved Church by
that of so eminent a man, but ~hat I might take advantage of the
opportunity which this day, the lOOth anniversary of his death, affords
me of putting you in possession of some facts connected with one to
whom the Church of Christ owes so deep a debt of gratitude. He
was a Devonshire clergyman of great reputation (indeed, Dr. Southey
speaks of him as ' the ever-memorable Toplady, who stands paramount in the plenitude of dignity above most of his contemporaries'
~'Life of Wesley,' Vo!. n., p. 347) ·as an advocate and defender of
the doctrines of grace, as he Wc:LS himself a distinguished subject of
the grace of God which he proclaimed. Though a gentleman and a
scholar, he was convert.ed by the -preaching of a man whom he himself
calls an illiterate clown, in a barn into which he had one evening,
apparently by accident, wandered, in Ireland. Conceiving a desire to
enter the sacred ministry of the Church, he passed through the usual
course at Trinity College, Dublin, and afterwards obtained preferment
in Devonshire, where he laboured with marvellQus acceptance and usefulness for some years, preaching to congregations who assembled from
all parts of the neighbourhood, and honoured by bringing many to the
truth. His health, however, soon· gave way under his zealous exertions, and his ardent pursuit of knowledge combined, and he retired,
strangely enough, to London for repose. In such a sphere, however, the demands on him were sure to be great, and his too great
zeal in answering to them proved fatal to him; and, after labouring
with unquenchable ardour for some two years, he died in the prime
of early manhood, triumphant in faith and hope, saying to those
who watched him, speaking of the near approach of his departure,
'No mortal man can live [bursting, while he said it, into tears of
joy] after the glories which God has manifested to my soul.' This
good man, however, has earned immortal fame and eternal gratitude
for bequeathing to the Church the well-known and favourite hymn,
'Rock of Ages.' This hymn has been pronounced by no less a.'per2 0
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son than the ex-Lord Ohancellor Selborne, the finest and best hymn
extant. It has been translated by Her Majesty's late Prime Minister,
Mr. Gladstone, into tl-reek verse, during the intervals of debate in the
House of Oommons.
"It cheered the dying moments of the royal consort of our Queen,
Prince Albert, passing to rest amid the fading splendours of his palatial
abode. It has cheered the life and death' of multitudes of peasants
in their cottage homes.
"It is sung in all the noble cath~drals of our land, and is familiar
in every little wayside Bethel, and will live in the hearts of Ohnst's'
people while hymns shall be sungand music lends a charm to worship.
Whilst Mr. TOPLADY has written the best hymns, he has, if I mistake
not, given to the Ohurch the best of different classes of hymns. His
morning hymn, e.g., beginning, 'Ohrist, whose glory fills the skies,' will
bear comparis,(m with any of the same class. That for the evening" 'What though my frail eyelids refuse
Continual watching to keep,'

is beyond comparison superior to any I know. What can be more
musical and in every way beautiful than the hymn for a sick-room" 'When languor and' disease invade
This trembling house of clay' 1

Nor for a hymn in prospect of death will it be possible to produce anything equal to, 'Deathless principle arise;' and on the subject of assurance, the one beginning," A debtor to mercy alone,' is unparalleled.
"I affectionately commend the memory of this excellent saint to you
all, and especially to those who fill the office of parents. A sound
. knowledge and firm grasp of the wholesome fonn of doctrine which he
advocated would be an effectual antidote to the peculiar bane of our
day, the subtle influence of Romish error. The doctrines of grace are
diametrically opposed to that system, and I myself attribute it in no
small degree that I hold these doctrines and value them highly, without
feeling the slightest shame of them, or temptation to yield' to the prevailing spirit ,of error, under God, to the conduct of my revered and
departed father, who diligently impressed on my memory by rewards
and instruction the hymns of this excellent saint. That many of God's
people would adopt the same course in their families is much' to be
desired; and that all of you may be 'followers of them who; through faith
and patience, inherit the promises' in your lives, and that, when your eyestrings break in death, thr.ir redeeming Lord may be your light and Guide
through the trackless realms of the invisible, I humbly and heartily pray."
In the evening the subject of meditation was "Praise," the Rector
of the parish occupying the pulpit, and taking for his text, "And when
they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives" (Matt.
xxvi. 30). He enjoined upon the congregation the duty of taking their
part in all the public services of praise and thanksgiving, and urged
the duty upon parents of introducing the singing of hymns as part of
family worship. Reference was again made to that eminent minister of
the Ohurch of England, who had bequeathed to us such rich hymnal
treasures, fraught with Gospel truth and the purest Ohristian devotion.
The preacher repeated several stanzas of "The Dying Believer to his
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Soul," beginning" Deathless principle arise!" The hymn, " Rock of Ages,"
was then referred to, as having solaced the last moments of the late
Prince Consort, as well. as those of multitudes of humble believers in
the peasant's cottage and in the garret of the crowded city. The preacher
reminded his hearers that the doctrines of grace, of which Mr. TOPLADY
was a bold and distinguished champion, were asserted and upheld by
him as being the doctrines taught in holy Scripture and in the Articles
of the Church of England. During the service, the hymns, "Inspirer and
Hearer of prayer," and "When langnor and disease invade," were sung,
and the commemoration was closed by again singing the incomparable
prayer"Rock of Ages, cleft for me !
Let me hide myself in Thee ! "

In several churches and chapels in Gloucester and vicinity "Rock of
Ages" was sung. At a church in Sheffield, of which Mr. Jones is
vicar, the commemoration was similar to ours, with the addition of the
hymn, " A debtor to mercy alone."
May a rich blessing from our covenant God accompany the effort which
has been made to glorify Him in a thankful remembrance of His departed
servant, and h). bringing prominently before the Church the saving truths
for which he so boldly and faithfully contended.
I remain, Mr. Editor, yours in Christian love,
Glou~e8ter, Aug. 14th, 1878.
ROBERT HANSON.

'f

~.)

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-I was indeed pleased to receive the parcel of
winnowed grain for the Book Mission, and now write to thank you, for
the copies of "Walks and Talks with Jesus," "Walks and Talks with
Fellow-Travellers," "Victory through the Blood of the Lamb," and
" Pilgrim Papers." It rejoices my heart to be the medium of circulating
so much precious truth amongst our soldiers and sailors in various
.parts of the world. Last month alone we sent away very nearly six
hundredweight of sound reading, and you will be glad to know, as an
indication of the steady progress of the work, that the funds for the
past eleven months have exceeded the whole financial resources of last year;
and, as I am already collecting matter for the fifth annual report, which
closes the 24th September, and which I trust will be in the hands of
SUbscribers early in October, you will, I believe, with them be further
rejoiced at seeing what great things the Lord has again done through the
united instrumentality of the Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy
For this deeply-encouraging stat~ of things we desire to thank God,
and to start again, if the Lord will, with renewed energy, though we often
wonder, with our shattered health and trembling nerves from last· winter's
illness, how we are bpt going from day to day. Looking at the probable
shortness of the intervening time. we have to testify for Him who has
done all for us, and then at the possibility that we have not a month or a .
day or an howr or a moment to call our own, we do desire more than
ever to spend and be spent in this good work. The Lord alone knows '
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what we pass through at times in connection with the plague of our own
heart, and what we have to suffer, and shall have to su£I:er, in body and
spirit, to our dying day, from excess of riot in our army days of unregeneracy; and He alone knows what heavenly and blessed anointings He
favours us with in our own soul from time to time; and these are the
reasons, coupled with the felt need of the work, and the promise of Jehovah
to bless His own truth to everyone He has marked for mercy, that make
us anxious to see this work increase with the increase of God.
Thanking you again, dear friend, for so much real help from its very
commencement, the foundation of which you were the honoured instrument of laying in 1873,
Believe me to remain, ever yours affectionately in the truth,
August 16th, 1878.
CHARLES BRIDER.
[It will doubtless be grati(ying to our readers to know that such was
the interest in this Mission of an aged inmate of certain almshouses in
the suburbs of London, that she sent us £1 towards the cost of the books
referred to in Mr. BRIDER'S letter. , Another friend sent one dollar and
a half from America. We continue to receive most grateful accountS' of
the blessing attendant upon the perusal of the little volume, " Walks and
Talks with Jesus." Hence our desire to circulate it far and wide. Were
it in our power, we would send some thousands of this work through the
medium of the Gospel Book Mission.-ED.]
SUNDAYS AND SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR SIR,-In common, no doubt, with many more, I received a very
urgent request from head-quarters in London that prayer and snpplication .should be made on behalf of Sunday-school efforts as all-important
in these days of secular education. If the strenuous exertions made by the
Sunday Society succeed, there will be a fatal hindrance to Sunday-school
progress. Places of sightseeing opened on the Lord's day will soon
thin the ranks of our Sabbath schools, and bring the children to the
condition desired by the late Bishop Wilberforce, who publicly declared
Sunday-schools for poor children were out of place, as they should be
allowed to run free and amuse themselves as they pleased on that day.
The only instruction he advocated for children as Sunday teaching was,
to teach them to sing, as that was the true way to WOnlhip God! The
laws that still preserve to us the rest of. the Sabbath we may well
value, while we jealously watch the attempts of the Sunday Society to
evade or abolish them.
No doubt the following announcement from the Royal Academy will
afford as much liatisfaction to your readers as it does to
Yours truly, .
H. B.
THE SUNDAY SOCIETY AND THE ROYAL ACADEMY.-A memorial from
the Sunday Society, praying that the Royal Academy exhibition may be
opened on one or two Sunday afternoons during the present season, has
resulted in a reply from the Council informing the memorialists that
the constitution and laws of the Royal Academy do not allow of the
exhibition being open on Sundays.

~ .
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No / An Answer to Canon Ryle's Tmct, "Shall we Go? Being Thoughts
about Church Congresses." By the Rev. S. A. WALKER. London:
Elliot Stock, Paternoster Row; Bristol: J. S. Ohilcott, Oorn Street.
AND we would say, "No!" too; yea, a thousand times, "No, no; you
have no business at these Ohurch Oongresses, if so be the truth of
God and the interests of His kingdom are near and dear to your heart! "
Throughout the reading of this most masterly and unanswerable pamphlet,
the words have again and again presented themselves: "Oan a man
take fire in his bosom, and not be burned 1" Unless he be a Boanerges
of no ordinary stamp, where is the man to be found in these days so
endowed with wisdom from on high as to be equal to all the sophietries
of the age in which we live 1 In vain we look for a LU'I;HER, or a OALVIN,
or a HUNTINGTON in these times. A man must -have an immense amount
of the" controversial" element in his composition who would stand up at
one of these popular Oongresses, and defeI!d the truth as presented in
his old-fashioned Bible.
•
Moreover, if we have really not as yet reached the period spoken of
by our blessed Lord and Master, when " there should arise false Ohrists,
and false prophets, and should show great signs and wonders, insomuch
thll.t, if it were possible, they should deceive the very elect," plain matters
of fact prove we have fallen not very far short of such ;. period. And
the man must have both supernatural courage and wisdom who can
clearly, truthfully, and boldly resist, and in a fearless, faithful, outspoken
manner condemn, the subtleties, the artifices, and intrigues of this age, in
the midst of these Ohurch Oongresses.
In spite of the respect in which we hold Oanon RYLE, for his work's
sake and for writings so Scriptural and' weighty which he has penned, we
venture to- differ from him both in his-example and advice in regard to
these Oongresses. In his most able and masterly pamphlet, Mr. WALKER
proves that they have in no wise tended to stay the progress of Ritualism,
but rather furthered the downward career of the Ohurch of England.
To the outside world these mixed assemblies have appeared as if, notwithstanding all their protests and objections elsewhere, the clergy are
in reality and essentially one; that they are members in cQmmon of one
and the same community.
Will any man jealous for his Master, and ardently desirous of separating the precious from the vile, admit this 1 Nay, verily. Although
they may have pledged themselves to the same rule and authority,
unfaithfulness to their ordination vows upon the part of those who are
seeking to Romanize a Protestant Ohurch renders the one party as
distinct from the other as light and darkness, truth and error.
In the perusal of the pamphlet before us, we had' marked numerous
passages for extract; but our space forbids~ We cannot, however, for- _
bear from quoting the weighty words with which Mr. WALKER sums up
his arguments.
Having given the annexed passages from the sacred Word as the
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Scriptural ground for his objections to Congresses, his own sober and
well-matured convictions-follow : "Beware of false prophets, whichcome to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves" (Matt. viii. 15).
"Mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned, and avoid them" (Rom. xvi. 17).
" Now I have written unto you not to keep company if any. man that is
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater: . . .. with such
an one do not eat" (1 001'. v. 11).
"What communion hath light with darkness 1 and what concord hath Ohrist
with Belial1 . . . . and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols 1
. . . . wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing" (2 001'. vi. 14-17).
"If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have received,
let him be ACCURSED" (Gal. i. 9).
"Such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
the apostles of Ohrist " (2 001'. xi. 13).
" Withdraw from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us" (2 Thess. iii. 6).
" If any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have
no company with him, that he may be ashamed" (2 Thess. iii: 14).
" Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such
turn away" (2 Tim. iii. 5).
"A man that is a heretic after the first and second admonition reject"
(Tit. iii. 10).
"Be not partaker of other men's sins" (1 Tim. v. 22).
"If there come any unto you and bring not this doctrine, receive him not
into your house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth' him God
speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 10, 11).
"I know thy works and labour, and how thou canst not bear them which
are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not,
and hast found them liars" (Rev. ii. 2). .
"Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to
teach and to seduce My servants to commit fornication" (Rev. ii. 20).
The difficulty that I see in the way of Ohristian ministers taking part in
Church Oongresses 'asat present constituted is, that they are compelled to
recognise men whom the Apostle Paul calls, "false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Ohrist," as brother clergymen and
legitimate ministers of the Gospel. It is in their 'character as clergymen they
are admitted, and any protest against it could not be sustained because of the
nature of the association. Whether authorised to read papers, or speak or not,
they claim to be recognised, and they are recognised, as preachers, pastors, and
teachers; and, while the true servants of God in that assembly know that they
are labouring might and main to reintroduce the most hideous and deadly form
of superstition and idolatry that the world has ever seen, and that they are
daily" crucifying the Son of God afresh, and putting Him to an open shame,"
not to speak of their dishonesty, duplicity, rebellion against the laws, and
treason against our Protestant land and our Reformation Ohurch, they dare
not stand up then and there and arraign them, as they ought, before God and
men, of the blasphemies and profanities of which they are guilty, and of the
deadly mischief they are inflicting on the souls of men; but, on the contrary, these
servants of God attend the Oongress fully cognizant of the fact that these enemies
of God and man will be there, and will be endorsed by the presiding Bishop and
all others as ministers of J'esus Ohrist, and that they will go forth thence
accredited and confirmed by such endorsements to pursue their Romeward
course, to disseminate with renewed vigour and authority their daring perversions of God's Word, and to practice their" blasphemous fables and dangerous
deceits" in those temples of God consecrated to the pure worship and Scriptural
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teaching of our Reformation Church; and that the very fact of their having
been recognised as brother clergymen by such emin~mt and well-known servants
of Jesus Christ as Canon Ryle, Mr. Garbat, Canon Hoare, Canon Bell, Mr.
Cadman, Sir Emilius Beuley, and others, gives them increased influence with
their unhappy parishioners, and tends to silence any objection that may be
brought against their Romish teaching and practices.
The answer to this is, that these men are clergymen of the Church of England, and they will attend Congresses in that character in spite of all that
Evangelical men can do. "And surely," add our friends, "we cannot allow
. them to carry everything their own way there." I, ask, if any of these men
were to commit some act against the laws of morality or honesty, would they
not still be clergymen de facto; but would honest and moral brother clergymen
overlook their criminality, and still associate with them because of that fact 1
The violation of the laws of society would exclude them from honest companionship. Shall we feel less jealous for God's outraged honour, and the
attempt to rob Him and His dear Son of their well-merited glory in the work
of redemption 1 As to the fear of abandoning Congre~s to the enemy, my conviction is that, were the Evangelical party to come out from it, it would soon
perish in its own corruption. The other" schools" know that well, therefore
do they encourage men like Canon Ryle, and others of his school, to abide
with them, not from love we may be assured, but because they have learned
the value before the country of the prestige and influence which their presence
supplies.
Meanwhile. the spiritually-minded members of the Church mourn. They
know from their Bibles the evils of communion between light and darkness,
believers and unbelievers, Christ and Belial, and they look for the natural
effects in the minds and ministrations of their Congress-going ministers; and
when they detect, as they do, the absence of distinctive teaching in the pulpit,
abstention from faithful denunciations'of error, more about Church and less
about Christ, excuses and palliations when the names of noted Ritualists or
Rationalists are brought forward, and, above all, the gradual adoption of
usages in the Church never tolerated before, and all in the wrong direction,
they know very well the source from whence these things come; and, if Canon
Ryle were to write as many volumes as his last contains pages in defence of
mixtures between the friends and the enemies of divine revelation, their simple
testimony would defeat them all; and, alas! those who can produce such testimony are multiplying throughout the land.

We trust that thousands of our readers will make a point of possessing
themselves with this most timely and talented pamphlet.
.
Hints on Qommon Sense for Clergymen. By" One of Themselves." London:
W. J. Johnson, 121, Fleet Street.
A MOST valuable tract, in which the author seeks to prove that the
Ohurch of England is undermining herself and frustrating her own
designs, by "too long services, a jumble of repetitions, unnatul'al tones
and voices, too great rubrical stiffness, absence of extemporaneous prayer,
and methods of administering the Lord's Supper."
We have contended for years against the folly of combining in one
service what was never intended-namely, the Morning Prayer, Litany,
and Oommunion. This the writer of the tract before .us condemns, as
alienating so many who might otherwise take a practical interest in our
Ohurch services. When the aged and infirm, invalids and the young,
are taken into'consideration, no service (including a thirty minutes' sermon)
ought to exceed an hour and a half. Thfl blessed ROMAINE used to say:
"Better send the people away longing rather than loathing." .
We wish this pamphlet could be circulated by tens of thousands.
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Rituctlism shown to be a Conspiracy for Romanizing the English Church and
Nation, the Conspirato1"S themselves being Witnesses. A Lecture by J. J.

BEDDOW, Bilston, Staffordshire. With a Preface by the Rev. O.
LEE, M.A., Vicar of Bilston. London: Bemrose and Sons, 10, Paternoster Buildings j and Derby.
THIS is a clear, Scriptural, and most comprehensive lecture. The lecturer
has collected and brought into a comparatively small &pace a vast
amount of material, in which, as his title suggests, "the conspirators
themselves are witnesses." As eminently calculated to tear off the
masks from these men, and to exhibit them in their true colours, this
lecture (now presented in the form of a sixpenny pamphlet) ought to be
circulated by tens of thousand's. It may help, by the blessing of God,
to arrest the progress of these traitors to their Ohurch and country.
D1.. Hawker's Mm'mng and Evening Portions. London: W. H. and L.
Oollingridge.-This is one of the best editions with which we are
acquainted of this invaluable work. We cannot too strongly recommend
it for both private and family adoption.
The Shipwrecked Mariner j a Quarterly Maritime Magazine. London:
George Morrish.-We have read with much interest the last two or
three numbers of this excellent magazine, published by the Shipwrecked
Mariners' Society.
.

A ORY.
OH, that I might lie still
Beneath Thy chastening hand,
.And feel each stroke is fitting me
For yonder tearless land.

I have no hope, no strength,
No comfort but in Thee;
Oh, in the hour of my distress,
Lord Jesus, shelter me !

Oh, that my heavy cross
I might with patience bear;
Feel 'twas appointed, Lord, and weighed
With wise and tender care.

Put Thou Thine arm~ around
Thy weary, trembling child;
.And hush, oh, hush to rest the storm
'fhat on me beateth wild.

Oh, that my lonely way
I cheerfully might tread;
With hope look forward to the crown
Which shall adorn my head.

Oh, let me lean awhile
Upon Thy bving breast,
.And sweetly whisper, "Little one,
This world is not thy rest."

Oh, that mistrust and scorn
I meekly might endure,
Knowing the day of strife is short,
The bright reward is sure.

Oh, draw me to Thyself ;
Oh, draw me very near ;
Though as I ask falls on my heart
The chilly gloom of fear.

Oh, that my inbred sins
Might be subdued by grace;
That I awhile might bask beneath
The sunlight of Thy face.

Thy timid, shrinking child, .
Oh, Jesus, is afraid
That heavier woes to draw her near
Will on her soul be laid.

The foe hath pressed me sore,
Bleeding and sick my soul;
The path is rough, the night is dark.,
I cannot see my goal.

But, Jesus, I would trust
Thy wisdom and Thy love,
Till earth's enigmas dark. I solve
With Thee, in peace, above.
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