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PASSING THOUGHTS UPON PERSONAL EXPERIENOES.
THE first thought that presents itself is this, that when the Lord
is about to send forth one of His servants into His vineyard, a
plain indication that such is His mind is, that that servant fails
to feed 1.tnder the preached Word as he may aforetime have done.
To such an extent may this be felt that, although he may have
been called by divine grace under a certain instrument, and by
that selfsame instrument he may afterwards have been sweetly
taught and blessedly instructed, yet there comes a time when that
very man and those very means become a dry breast, as far as
teaching and unction and power are concerned.
This seems strange and unaccountable. Naturally the subject
of these new feelings and fresh exercises wonders-is surprisedand asks himself the why and the wherefore of such a state cf
things as that with which he has now become most painfully
familiar? He sees others feed as he once did. They listen with
heart and soul as he had done. Their present experience indicates
that there is no falling off in the teaching and spirituality
of the messenger. Hence the reasoner's case becomes the more
strange and inexplicable; and the more so because, as he examines
himself, and seeks to ascertain the why and because of the present
state of things, he fails to discover any falling off of interest
in all the blessed realities of redeeming love and mercy. The
written Word is as full and precious as ever-yea, more so. He
falls back upon it; he searches it; he clings to it, as he never
hefore had done.
Moreover, the occasional meeting and communing with this
and that member of the living family is additionally blessed.
He loves their society. He delights to hear of the Lord's
dealings with them. He revels in their testimony as to how
and when the Lord spake through the Word to their souls. If
they speak of how this and that word was applied to their
hearts, cheering and strengthening their soul.s, and invigorating
L L
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their weak and trembling faith, such words are to him as
"apples Of gold in pictures of silver."
At the same time, when again alone-when, as blessed Hart
says" They to their own sad place return,
Their wretched state to mourn,"

they say within themselves, "How is this? Why am I now
so dark and dead-cold and miserable? "\\Thy is it that I have
snch just reason for exclaiming" , Of feeling all things show some sign,
But this unfeeling heart of mine'?

"'How is it? Why is it? Whence is it?" We will tell you,
dear troubled one. It is because it is one of the signs and
tokens that the Lord has work for thee in His vineyard. If
the love of souls is maintained in thy bosom-yea, if, instead of
diminishing, it increases, notwithstanding all thy felt coldness,
deadness, hardness, indifference, and stoicism, as far as thyselr
art concerned, it is a blessed evidence that the Lord is trainingthee in His own way for His own work.
In spite of all thou hast stated, and over which thou mournest,
deny if thou canst, is there not increased sympathy with
the sorrowing? ardent importunity for the tried and the·
tempted? secret, sacred wrestlings at the footstool of mercy for
the Satan. harassed and the devil-hunted? Shut up, with it may be
nothing, or next to nothing, to say for thyself, and yet such
earnest and importunate pleadings for some poor tried and tempted
brother? A comparative indifference about yourse?f, as long as.
the Lord will but appear for him.2 Ah! brother, these are
precious signs and tokens that the Lord j is at work, and that
blessed results will follow all this Fatherly disciplino and lovinginstruction.
There is another marked sign and token of the Lord's havingwork for thee in His vineyard. If so be that position, influence,
name, and fame have no weight with thee; if so be a mere pittance
in His work rather thau every luxury apart from it; if an ardent.
wish to further His cause, to promote His kingdom and glory,
to be of some little service to poor perishing souls, be thine object
-thy one purpose and desire-as before a heart-searching, reintrying God, be assured the Lord is at work; and He will bring
thee forth, in His own good time and way, to declare what He
hath done for thy soul.
But there is another point upon which we wish to dwell, in
regard to that dearth and deadness under the preached VVord of
which we before spoke.
As already implied, we believe it is a significant sign and token
that henceforth such an one, where led and taught as we have
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sought to show, is to be nourished in another but not less blessed
and forcible way. He is about to have a personal and unspeakably
precious insight into that glorious testimony: "There is that
scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more
than is meet, but it tendElth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be
-made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself"
(Prov. xi. 2!, ~5.) His soul shall be fed in feeding; his heart
shall be nourished whilst nourishing; he shall be strengthened
and emboldened himself, whilst seeking to strengthen and embolden
others. His own darkness shall be dispelled whilst he is speaking
of the light of life to others. In testifying of Jehovah's manifold
and precious "fear nots" to others, his own fears shall vanish.
In proclaiming the unsearohable riches of Christ to others, he shoIl
disoover his own right and title to durable riches and righteousnp:5s.
In looking over the title-deeds to the" inheritance which is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away," he shall see his own
namE) and character dearly reoorded. Hence he 'Partakes whilst he
proclaims; he shares whilst he scatters; he drinks whilst he draws;
he basks in His rays whilst he seeks to set forth the glories of the
Sun of Righteousness; he feels the virtue of the blood whilst he
seeks to set forth its sin-atoning efficacy; he realizes the firmness
of his own footing, whilst he testifies of the Rock against which the
gates of hell shall never prevail.
Moreover, from the fact of having personally partaken of the
bounties which the Lord J ehovah hath provided, and to which He
invites His hungry and His thirsty ones with an "Eat, 0 friends,
and drink-yea, drink abundantly, 0 beloved;" he becomes the
more anxious personally there again to satiate his own appetite,
and there again to quench his own thirst; and, seeing that this
is the Lord's own way of supplying his wants and meeting his
necessities, he, as a natural and blessed result, is the more reconciled to what it pleases the Lord he should meet with in a way
of trial or Fatherly discipline in this new school to which, by grace
and love divine, he has been introduced.
We are furnished with a very blessed key to this state of things
in the last chapter of the Gospel of John, where, apart from the
fish which the disciples had caught at the bidding of Jesus to "cast
the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find,'"
"there was a fire of coals, and fish laid thereon, and bread," and.
to which they were condescendingly and graciously invited by
Jesus Himself, in the loving words, "Come and dine;" all to
teach us this great and glorious fact that, if Jesus saith to any
one of His servants as He said to the fishermen of Galilee.,
"Henceforth I will make you fishers of men," and "they leave
all and follow Him," He will ,ratify and confirm that grea.t and
glorious truth, "My God shall supply all your need, acc0rding to
His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Yea, He will most
L L
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assuredly establish His own word, "Your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things before ye ask Him; "
and, " Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother. or wife, or
children, or lands, for My sake, and the Gospel's, but he shall
receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and
sisters, and mothers, and children, and land!', with persecutions;
and in the world to come eternal life."
Ah 1 for ever blessed be His great and adorable name, tenS of
thousands of times as He may have put the same question to His
followers as He did to His disciples: "When I sent you without purse, and scrip, and shoes, lacked ?le anything.2" the reply,
without a solitary exception, has been in perfect unison with that of
the disciples, "And they Eaid, Nothing."
And oh, reader, if this be realized down here in the present
time-state, amid all the trials, the perplexities, the sorrows, and the
snfferings of the wilderness, what will it be by-and-bye, when
finally and for ever delivered from the burden of the flesh, the
thraldom of the world, the temptati(llls of the wicked one, we are
permitted and privileged to bask in the full sunshine of His countenance in the upper, better, and brighter world, where we shall
see Him as He is, and know even as we are known? In the
blessed prospect, well might the immortal Watts excbirn"Oh, glori0us hour! oh, blest abode!
I shall be near and like my God;
Nor flesh nor sense shall more control
The sacred pleasures of my sou1."

Reader, in regard to the subject upon which we just now touched,
namely, what are called sacrifices for Ohrist, let us have another
word. There have been those who, under the powerful influence of
their ,first love, and in a holy zeal for God and truth, have been
-called to make certain surrenders. It may be that their avocations
in life, in the days of their unregeneracy, were such as would not
comport with that tenderness of conscience and susceptibility of soul
of which they have been made the partakers in connection with
their call by grace. Hence, a struggle has beg-un, and a conflict
-commenced, through what men are wont to call human prudence
und fleshly propriety. Men imbued with the tenderness of conscience of which we have spoken have felt the force of that Scripture,
and given it a wider scope than is generally attached to it, "Seek ye
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added unto you." Their key-note has been,. Make you H'i~ service your delight;
Your wants shall be His care."

They have been prepared to "forsake all and follow Him,"
regardless of the suggestions of "the wise and prudent" of' this
world, or the subtle reasonings of the mere professor. There have
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been men of faith and love who, in their simplicity and steadfastness, have sought in childlike teachableness to adopt and follow out
the plain teachings, counsels, and instruction!> of "tbe law and the
testimony." In filial fear and dependence they have cast themselves
upon the Lord, and have left the future and all its cares and responsibilities with Him. Now, whatever may have been thought of
such a course by "the wise and the prudent," or by the cautiou!:!,
worldly, far-seeing "professor" aforenamed, we challenge any to
quote a single instance in which such an one who has so acted has
ever, in the near prospect of death, or in view of an opening eternity,
.
regretted such a step.
He may, at certain times and seasons, under the sharp arnd severe
testings of his faith, have had his doubts and fears whether;, after
all, he had not aoted with precipitation and a want of judgment
and prudenoe in regard to certain surrenders and sacrifices; but,
under other views and at other times, and especialiy at the summing
up of which we have spoken, how differeut his conclusions!
In a word, whilst thousands upon thousands, when they h~ve
come to their latter end, have bitterly mourned over their own past
considerations of self, and the yielding to worldly influences and carnal
poh"cy, none, on the other hand, have ever had reason to regret what
little they may have been prompted to do for the Lord, and with a
single eye to His glory, and the promotion of His cause on the earth.
We are as sure as we are of our own existence that, wheresoever .
and whensoever the Lord has been put first and the creatw-e lad,
there that precious truth shall be veritied and confirmed, "Him that
honoureth Me I will honour."
Reader, be assured that, could you and ourselves be more fully
acquainted with the details of the Lord's leadings and dealings with
His children, in the dispensations of His providence, we should be
astounded as we contemplated His condescension, love, faithfulness,
and all-sufficiency. ,Ve should at once admire and adore, as well
as bless, praise, and magnify His great and gracious name!
But there is another thought which we wish to put before the
reader, with respect to that power and comfort and encouragement
which had aforetime been realized under the preached ,Vord, but
which has now, at least in measure and degree, subsided. Ma!}y
wonder at this, and are quite at a loss to account for it. They
fear it is an ill ome~, as far as they are concerned. vVith deep
feeling they exclaim with the poetIC

'Vhere is the blessedness I knew
When first I saw the Lord ,)
'Vhere is the soul-reviving view
Of Jesns and His word 1

" What pertcefnl hours I then enjoyed!
How 8we,et their memory still! .
But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill."

470'

The Gospel

Ma~azilze.

Now, such fail to discover what is involved III the statement of
"a void the world can never fill."
Ah! what a mercy this, learnt at whatever cost and obtained
by whate"\l'er means! Spoiled for the world! No longer a house
or a home in the world! Its pleasures, its pursuits, its practic6s
ceasing- to present any attraction or to offer any inducement!
Insipid! tasteless! yea, loathsome to the last degree! Oh, what
nn attainment-'what a standard-this! In the world, but no
longer qf it. In very deed, "a pilgrim and a stranger t " Aye,
and can exclaim with the utmost truthfulness" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
Nor look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize:
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."

Ah! dear reader, that "something secret" explains all. That
:rectifies, adjusts, controls, and governs all. It was the "something
secret" that enabled the Apostle to testi(y, " We are troubled on
every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.
For we which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus'
sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our
mortal flesh" (2 Cor. iv. 8-11).
Bnt now about the dearth and deadness under the preached
Word. Beloverl, our God has declared Himself to be a jealous
God. He will allow of no idols. He sees what we fail to see-the
great liability on our part to substitute the instrument for Himself !
In other words, He knows that there is a disposition in us all to
cleave to the man or the means through whom or by which we
have received the blessing. Hence, in order that Himsel/; and not
the creature, should be looked to and leaned upon, He weans from
the breast, or causes the soul to lack the nourishment which that
breast had previously afforded.
Without doubt it was this that prompted the Apostle to write as
he did to the Church at Philippi. Aware as he was that the Lord
had blessed him as an instrument for their true spiritual benefit
and well-being, he perceived in them a disposition to look to and
lean upon him. Hence he intimates that they must seek to do
without him; they must "work out their own salvation with fear
and trembling," but never at the same time to forget, even for a
moment, that "it is God that worketh in them both to will and to
do of His good pleasure."
And oh, how rich the benefit, and how great the mercy, when the
L rd'the Spirit has so taught His children to "cease from man,"
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lJOwever blessed this or that man, as an instrument, may aforetime
have been! By this' cutting oJ-[ from the creature, the poor soul
is blessedly set right as to his previous fears and apprehensions,
that itwa:s to the man, and not to his Master, he was looking. Now
that the streams are dried up-the channel through which nourishment had aforetime been conveyed closed-yet there is the hungering and the thirsting still. What do we learn by this? What?
Why, that the divinely-quickened one's cry most truthfully and
emphatically is, "As the hart panteth after the w~ter brooks, so
panteth my soul after Thee, 0 God. My soul thirsteth for God, for
the living God. When shall I come and appear before God?"
And equally can such redeemed and quickened one testify, " 'Whom
have I in heaven but Thee? and there is none upon earth that I
(jesire beside Thee" (Psa. lxxiii. 25).
Stanley Lodge, Beach Ten'ace, Soutl,sea,
THE EDITOR.
August 17, 1879.

"HEREIN IS LOVE."
"Not that we loved God, but that He loved 1£8."-1 JOHN iv. 10.
" Ye have done it unto Me. "-]l'1ATTHEW xxv. 40.
C<1n gild the plainest words
With an ever-briC1htenin u beauty'
Every sphere of
aJfurdst>
,
A mple scope for love as duty.
vVe :1r0 very good, we think;
Allli1lblc too at times;
V Bf'y lllen.:iful to wink
At a follow-creature's crimes.
Truly God-like and sublime
In our own imagination;
VVhen we teach those steeped in crime,
" Lead us not into temptation."
Are we God-like 1 See His love,
Independent of all merit;
Willing, eager, glad to prove
All its worth to those who share it.
,Suffering for the sin it hates,
Dying for the life it saves;
Pitiful, compassionate,
Ere the wretch that pity craves.
LOVE

!if:

Essex.

Oh, the folly to compare
Mortal mercy with divine!
God's own attribute so fair
W'ith this piteous love of mine!
Ah! benevolence and love
(Truth h<1s said it) shall be measured
In the higher court above,
By the love to Jesus treasured.
Not the man of wealth and power,
Blest and blessing as he goes;
Not the sweet-voiced human flower,
Breathing fragrance as the rose;
But the hope of doing good,
'Mid the throng, to Jesn's own;
And the striving, If we could,
To be seen by .Him alone.
Princely gifts-donations rareHow 1 wonder, when 1 see,
If the donors e'er shall hear,
"Ye have done it tmto M:e "1

M.A.C.

THE mountain is more dangerous than the valley. The white devil is
more to be dreaded than the blackest devil in hell. There is nothing
I dread more than, after I go down from the pulpit, the devil's telling
me, "What a good sermon you have made!"
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A CRYSTAL SPRING FOUND BESIDE THE ROCKY
PATHWAY OF LIFE.
"All my springs are in Thee."-PSAL!I1 lxxxvii. 7.
'WHAT next 1 I am sure the Editor of this Magazine, as well as all
those who know what it is to feel emptied after pouring out the burden
of thl\ Word, will understand us when we use this expression, ""\Vhat
next 1" Have we not said our all and written our all 1 Has not a
quarter of a century of tellings of Jesus emptied us 1 What more can
we write or say 1 Yes, beloved, we may have written and said OUI' all,
but we have not written and said God's all, while thi~ precious passage
has flowed into one's soul, "All my [fresh] springs are in Thee." There
is a never-ceasing flowing from the fulness of Christ, which flowings
are inexhaustible.
It is with such feelings, beloved, that, after closing our last "Notes,"
we experienced what it was to be thoroughly emptied, and there went
up the cry, "What next, Lord 1" and there came the heavenly response,
"All my springs are in Thee."
So be it. "Spring up, 0 well!"
Come, Thou divine Taker of the things of Jesus; show us more of Him.
Again prove Thyself to be the channel of communication whereby
precious flowings are drawn from the fulness of Christ, that thirsty
ones may be refreshed and comforted, and Jesus glorified thereby.
The Psalm from which this expression is taken is said to be sung
by "the sons of Korah," that is, by you and I, dear reader, for Korah
signifies "stripped "-descriptive of the state of the trees during winter
-and is not this our case spiritually, stripped 1 The fall stripped us of
all pretensions to creature righteoumess; and, in personal experience,
we know what it is to be brought thoroughly to naught.
I went the other day into some farm sheds, and there, amidst the stra'lY,
I beheld a labourer's jacket-worn out, cast off, and filthy. It was not
a proper thing to fl.ing it there; but yet it taught me a lesson. I thought,
"That is just a picture of my righteousness, which is only 'as filthy
rags.' Well, I have cast it off-or rather, the Lord has long since
stripped me of it; and now, like the sons of Korah, I can sing of His
righteousness, and His only, for 'all my fresh spr;ngs are in Him.'''
So, dear reader, the title of the Psalm suits us, for we are the Lord's
stl'ipped ones, are we not 1
Then from title we go to context, for we shall ever err if we snatch
passages from their connection. We must look to the Word of God as.
a whole, for the Scriptures ." cannot be broken," Look, then, at the·
words which preface our passage: "And of Zion it shall be said, This
and that man was born in her: and the Highest Himself shall
establish her. The Lord shall count, when He writeth up the people,
th~t this Man was born there.
As well the singers as the players
on instruments shall be there: all My springs are in thee." It is,
theq, perfectly plain that the" this Man" is the God-Man speaking in
prophetic language. She whom He speaks about is Zion, a type of the
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Church; and primarily the Lord is declaring that all His springs are in
the Church; that is to say, we apprehend, that all the comfort, encouragement, praise, and glory He will, did, and does derive is in the salvation
of His spiritual bride. But it is reciprocal, for the Church c:\n turn
round to her Beloved, adopt the Bridegroom's language, and say, "Yes;
and all 10y fresh springs are in Thee." Read, ponder, and pray over
the Song of Solomon, if you wou:d see this fact brought out in its true
light.
It is said also in this Psalm, "I will make mention of Rahab and
Babylon to them that know Me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with
Ethiopia; this Man wetS born there," &c. Our blessed Lord, as we have
said, is the Speaker of this prophetic language; but some think He is
speaking of Jerusa,lllm, as in her days of restored beauty, when "the
Lord shall love the gates of Zion." He says, "This Man was born
there." 'rVe do not think this is the meaning of His language. Blessed
be His name, He loves the gates of His spiritual Zion now, and this
man and that man is born now in her, and, brought into union with the
spiritual Church, becomes a member of the mystical body of Christ,
which is His Church.
Header, yon and I cannot afford to wait for some literal restoration.
of Jerusalem. 'Vc want spiritual blessings from Mount Zion now. We
may, it is true, do well to call to mind the Lord's favoured city on the
holy hills; but I ask, with all reverence, will it satisfy the cravings of a
spiritual nature to rest in the former grandeur and greatness of that
city and its surroundings 1 Interesting indeed they are, it is true,
because of our blessed Lord's earthly connection therewith; but herein
is alY glory, "This Man" (He who speaks unto us) "this Man was bon
there;" and my boast too is, that I am a citizen of God's spiritual Zion.
the city of God, and am owned by Him as such. I have thereby an
honour beyond that of princes :llld kings, and a pedigree which I can
trace as entered in the Lamb's book of life from before the foundation of
the world. And, as we cannot rest for spiritual in8truction, food, and
comfort ill the past literal J eruaalem, nor can we ill the future, whatever
it may please the Lord to accomplish concerning her. Jerusalem is the
mother of us all, and, as spiritual children of Zion, we erave now the
realization of our passage, "All my springs are in Thee "-yes, in the
Man who was born there-the God-Man Christ Jesus, our risen, exalted,
:md beloved covenant Head, having accomplished everything necessary
to procure the entire and complete salvaticn of His elect people.
,Veil, first, beloved, let us repair to the Fountain-Head Him,elf; and,
in a close inspection of the origin of all spiritual supplies which are
in Him, do we not see that love-unquenchable, unchangeable, indissoluble love-is the main cause of all1 N ate His own declaration of
that love: "As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you;" and,
grounding his teaching upon this declaration of Christ's lovll, tl,le Apostle
Paul says, "Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ loved the Church,
and gave Himself for it."
'Ve have said it is unquenchable. Yes; "many waters cannot quench
love, neither can the floods drown it."
Remember this, tried and
afflicted one, when the floods of tribulation seem as if they must overwhelm thee.
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Again, it is unchangeable: "Having loved His own which ,"ere in the
world, He loved them unto the end." Remember that, fearful one, who
art. sometimes thinking, "Surely His mercy is clean gone.
He has
forgotten to be gracious."
'Ve have said also that His love is 'indissoluble: "\Vho shall separate
us from the love of Christ 7" Reader, you are perfectly f;\llliliar with
the things Panl enumerates to show that nothing can. Oh, remember
the. character of our Saviour's love to you at all times-that
love which is the cause of all He has done fur His Church-aU
that He has done for you and for me-snch love having been amply
manifested in His coming to sC'ek the lost, giving Himself for us,
<lying for us, washing away all our sins, sending the Spirit, and now
interceding for us, together with incalculable blessings extended to us,
all flowing from that spring-head of love which is in Him. So we
might go on recounting glorious and great things concerning this love.
We must content ourselves at this season with just enumerating a few
of those blessings and proofs of His love which He hath given us in
personal experience, for our joy, consolation, and salvation.
"All my fresh springs are in Thee;" and the first spring we glance
at, as fitting the felt need, is that of l'ife-spiritual life. For instance,
I needed life. Could it or did it come from nature? Impossible, when
I could not think a good thought, much less do a spiritual action. The
"p1"ing of life 1t;aS in H-im.
He is said truly to be "the Fountain of
life." 'Vhat a precious thing is a fountain! How refreshing, on a hot
summer's day, to sit beside its fiowings, and feol how it calms the
spirit and cools the throbbing nerves! And then to watch how the
stream purls along, finding its way through herbaged banks and scattered
Tacks, till it falls into the vast ocean itself! What a fit emblem of the
natural life! If a literal fountain is such a precious thing, who can
€stimate the value of that spiritual "Fountain opened to the house of
David and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness"?
CZech. xiii. 1.) What must be the purity of that flowing which can
wash away the pollution of sin? I have been sweetly struck with the
following point, as seen by the beloved John as he "looked through a
door opened in heaven "-" none but the Lion of the tribe of Judah
could open the book" So it is with regard to everything that pertains
to salvation. and the cleansing away of sin-none but the all-prevailing
Jesus can do it.
Reader, ,,-henever you stand beside a pure fountain of water, think
(If Christ, the "Fountain opened for sin and uncleanness." He too is,
as we have said, the Fountain of life, even the life of God in the soul.
It flows from Him, through the channel of the Holy Ghost. Do we
want a proof of this life-that wc are really born again in Christ?
You hayc it in the very adoption of this fact: "All my fresh springs
are in Thee." This is the language of a soul born in Zion. Contrasc
this with the language of the world. The world is never saying, "My
springs are in Christ." How comes it to pass, dear reader, that Y016
are adopting this language, and finding and feeling it expresses the truth
of your experience? Oh, is it not a hallowed proof that you have come
out of the world-or rather, have been brought orit by the mighty arm
of Omnipotency-and, having tasted that the Lord is gracious and
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precious, you are brought to a perfect dislike of that which gives pleasure
to the ungodly 7 Their springs are in self, in vanity, in worldly society
and amusements. Yours are not so. You can say with us, "My soul
loathes the ways of the world. My delight is in spiritual things. ' All
my fresh springs are in Christ.'" The world is full of foul springs.
I am sure what has transpired of late in connection with commercial life
is of such a heart-sickening ..:haracter, that one is led to doubt the
integrity of almost everybody. At the risk of being thought terribly
censorious, I cannot withdraw that expression, thrnst upon me by what
is palpable and patent to all who observe these things:
Bnt, further, I need faith-" the like precious faith of God's elect "a saving faith, for no other will avail me. Again, this is a spring in
Christ, for c, faith is the gift of God," the result of tile life alluded to.
Its genuineness may be seen in that it rests in and lays hold of the finished
2vork of Christ. I though~ this morning, in rcading the first chapter of
the First Epistlo of Peter, how sweetly that saved one testifies of this
fact, so clearly laying down the foundation and first cause of all the
,,"ark of salvation for us--" elect according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father"-tracing out the work of redemption as accomplished
by our Lord Jesus Christ, sealed home by the power of the Holy Spirit
upon the hearts of those who are" kept by the power of God through
faith unto salvation." Oh, these are truths we love to revel in! All, all
seems so secure and certain when we look up to the throne of God, and
feel how completely our salvation, in all its completeness, is with the
Deity; and this precious spring of faith the result of the manifestecllife
of God in the soul. This, as we have said, lays hold of and rejoices
in the finished work of Christ. Reader, is this your stronghold 'I Be
assured, then, rou luve the right had of faith, even "the like precious
faith of God's elect."
Again, I need j·epentance. This will most certa.inly accompany the life
and the faith referred to, anu indeed it is called "repentance unto life"
(Acts xi. 18) and "repentance unto salvation" (2 Cor. vii. 10), wrought
by the opemtion of the Holy Ghost (Zech. xii. 10). And that this also
is a spring in Christ is evident from the fact that Christ is exalted to
give it (Acts v. 31); and that I need it again and again is certain, for,
if "sin is mixed with our holy things," what abont the sin that is mixed
with our unholy things 1 and surely these abound in the lives of even
the 1I10St godly. Therefore is it that we want a repentance which ensures
again and again fresh tokens of pardon and peace-on I' Lord's reassuring
words, " Th)' sins, which are many, are all forgiven thee: go in peace;"
und, :1S long as the old nature is what it is, we shall want to be assured
of pardoning love and morcy again and again; and it does kindle in our
hearts such gratitude and love to Him who forgives, that we would
ever be kept tender upon this point. We cannot do without this spring
in Him.
And th~n I noedTighteonsness-in simple language, "to do right," and
that too III ever)' iota, without flaw or failure, for it must be thus a
perfect righteousness to be acceptable to God.
Can I find it in the
creature 7 There is not a germ of spotless righteousness there, for, from
the birth, all is tainted with sin. Yea, further, can I find it in the
regenerated 7 Alas! the infection of the old nature remains in us after
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regeneration. Again, then, my only hope is in the imputed righteousness
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and I feel that this spring, untainted and
pure, is in Him.
So also with regard to sanctijication. I need sanctijicat'ion. Where shall
I get it 1 We must ever contend that a perfect salvation is of the
Lord, and pray with dear Hart" The work of grace, in all its parts,
Accomplish in my soul."
Now, one of its parts-and an important part too-is sanctification.
Christ's sanctification of the Church is as necessary as Christ's righteousness for the Church. Jesus was separated, ordained, and appointed the
Messiah, to be the King and Head of His Church; "Him whom the
Father hath sanctified," and every member of His body is sanctified in
Him, "made comely through the comeliness which He hath put upon
them."
Again, I need knowledge-Imowledge of the Word, of which He is
the sum and substance. Ah! beloved, there are countless springs in
God's VVord, all full of Jesus. One of the best antidotes to care and
worry that I know of is to keep feeding upon a portion of God's
Word-nibbling the bread in the felt need-or, if 1 may be allowed
the expression, chewing the cud in the pastures of grace.
And then, how this knowledge of Him may be said to be a c'riter'ion
in preaching! If it does not flow from I-Iim, it is of no service to the
thirsty soul; but, alas! in these days, the distinctive doctrines of grace
are pushed aside, food for the Church of God is withheld, singing
and a subtle sacerdotalism is introduced to suit the carnal tastes
of the multitude, and God's people are cast down ano. sent to their
homes starving and empty. Oh, that the Lord Himself would cause
a revival in our pulpits, that false shepherds might be sent about
their business, giving place to men of truth, who would preach Christ,
and Christ only, drawing from His fulness grace upon grace!
Further, I need grace for every time of need, and verily such times
are many indeed. vVell, Jesus is the Fountain-Head of grace. All grace
flows from His fulness j all blessings are from Him; and only Jet a
man feel the flowings of grace into his soul from the fulness of a precious
Christ, and he will become one of the singers in Zion, praising and
adoring the Lord, and exalting the God of his salvation: ., He has put
a new song in my mouth, eyen praise unto our God."
There is something very precious in these flowings of grace from thE>
Fountain-Head j and here we remember that this, to our mind, is very
blessedly set forth in Ezckiel's vision of the holy waten vVe know that
some take all such prophecies as literal, and will not allow that they
have any spiritual meaning. Now, in this vision, a city is spoken of,
the circumference of which is of such an extent that such a city literally
has never yet been seen, and it is also exceedingly improbable that it ever
will be. To our mind it refers to the spiritual Jerusalem, the city of God.
Starting, then, from this standpoint, we are told that the prophet saw
running out waters, or a spring, from" the way looking eastward."
At first the man with the line in his hand measured them, and the
prophet says, "He brought me through the waters j the waters were
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to the anGles. Again he measured a thousand, and brought ma through
the waters; the water5 were to the knees. Again he measured a thousand,
and brought me through; the waters were to the loins. Afterward he
measurell it thousand; and it was a river that I could not pass over: for
the waters we1'e risen, wate1'S to swim in, a 1·iver that could not be passed
over."
Now, some think that all this has reference to the spreading of Christianity-that the land of J udrea had sunk to the condition of a Roman province, and its people, the Jews, were in a state
not only of civil, but great moral degradation-that, at the period of
Christ's appearance on earth, He introduced the religion known as
Christianity, instructing His disciples ere He left this earth to "go
into the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature," and that by
such meanR Christianity has spread, and will spread till all the world
is converted to God. We cannot here stop to discuss this unscriptural
view. Suffice it to say that, rather than increasing, it seems to us as
if real vital godliness were decreasing, and we have arrived at the
time concerning which our Lord said, "There shall arise false Christs
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonder5; insomuch
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect;" and we
are further told that, "when Christ shall come again, shall He find
bith on the earth ~" and, again, the time should come when "truth
hath fallen in our streets."
A shallow Revivalism may be increasing,
bllt we repeat, we fear vital godliness is far from being on the increase.;:'
Well, then, we think this vision of the holy waters rather sets forth
.,. That we are not alone in such feeling3, permit us to draw your attention to
the following letter which has come before us :Su:,-During the last six years, in search of health, I have been moved by
physicians to new spots in well-nigh half the eounties of England. My experience
is uniform.
Iu every instance in which all Evangelical incumbent has taken to
pre:1ching in surplice, and has vested his singers in white, I have found a diluted
or feeble Gospel from the puloit. The "ationale of this is not far fetched. The
responsible clergyma.n, pained by the absence from the house of God of the poor
Ot· tlle young, or alarmed by the n.ttractiveness of neighbouring sensnous
services. has mentally cast about for some counter-attraction. In a fatal hour of
unbelief, he has forgotten that he really has at his command that which has in it
the attractiveness of God-that which cn.n never ceMe to be "the wisdom of God
and tlte power of God nnto salvation." "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto ME." He turns to some wen.pon beyond n.nd besides "the sword of the
Spirit" -to something ffisthetic or sensnous. From that hour the moral deterioration in the preacher aud his utterances commenCes. He hn.s begun to distrust
himself n.s Christ's accredited ambassador; he has begun to distrust the potency
of the full and fully-preached Gospel to reach and win hearts; and so"he has
begun to distrust n.nd thus to grieve "the Lord, and Giver of life." Gradually
one and another of the oldest and most experienced Christians, wearied and heartsick or novelties, withdraws from the congregation_ Their absence is perhn.ps not
noticed, for young men and women occupy their places; but with them and their
prayers has depn.rted the salt of the flock; and gradually the sermon begins to
be an n.ccommodated or a feebler Gospel, the preacher does not recognise that the
power of the Holy Ghost is not with him as it was heretofore, and the r@sort to
externalism becomes more reitern.ted, as painful experiences from time to time
indicate that souls n.re not adorning the doctrine of Christ.
Could some Nestor-wise, loving, large-hearted, justly trusted by all-visit all
the churches of those who regard themselves as neo-Evangelicals, note-book in hand,
I feel absolutely certn.in a~ to what his report would be.
.
Your faithful servant,
SEXAGENARIAN.
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a precious Christ in His incarnation, sUfferings, death, and exaltation;
and the experience of the living Church, as she finds all her fresh
springs and all her growth in Him. We say, Christ is here prefigured.
He who is the Fountain of life issued from the glory which He had
with the Father before the world was, and trod this earth. Look at
His "anele deep" experience in His younger days-the Babe of Bethlehem, the Exile in Egypt, subject to His earthly parents, and yet all
the while the God-Man. "Thou shalt call His name Emmanuel."
Why 1 Why not John, which means "the gift of God" 1 Ah! He
was this, but more than this. ",Vhy not Gabrie!, which means "a
prophet" 1 Ah! He was this, but more than this. No; "Thou shalt
call His name Emmanuel "-" God with us." This is who He was: "God
with us;" and yet, though God, He took upon Himself our nature, and
became the God-Man. Wondrous stoop to effect a wondrous salvation!
Then we might trace Him on in His" knee deep" experience, toiling in
the carpenter's shop; then "loin deep" experience, becoming subject
to the ills of life, rejected, despised, insulted, till we come to the
depths of anguish He endured for His people-till we come to Gethsemane, and then Ca,lvary-depths we can never fathom. And then
also we may, as we have said, in measure trace the experience of
His Church-yea, our experience, as we increase in the knowledge
of spiritual things-the Christian in his younger experience, "anele
deep" in divine things.
What zeal-what show ofttimes!
It
reminds one of the boy at the edge of the great ocean, dabbling in
the surf. "Come, see me!" is his cry, as he spurts about, little calculating what he will have to pass throug11 in connection with the
ocean of life hard by. Yet, beloved, we may well take heed to the
exhortation, "Despise not the day of small things;" and "the head
cannot say to the feet, I have no need of thee," &c.
Then there is the "knee deep" experience, wherein we are apt sometimes to be top-heavy, and sometimes an extra wave comes, and we are
going to give it all up, as we feel its inconvenience; but one thing is
noticeable-that, with all the falls and quagmires the Christian gets into,
as John Bunyan reminds us, he always comes out with his face Zionward.
Then there is the "loin deep" experience-an increased knowledge
of self, of sin, and, blessed be God, of the Saviour, getting in all this
perhaps into a variety of experiences, all to deepen us in divine things.
And then there is the passing through greater depths, upheld still, and
these too in the way of' discipline, in the way of bereavement, in the
way of tribulation, and in the way of amazing views of the depravity
of the human heart, which an insight into the chamber of imagery unfolds; bnt, the other side reached-as reached it will most assnredly
be by every elect vessel of mercy-oh, the rest, peace, and joy!
We only throw out these hints to show that there may be depths
and' truths veiled in the vision of the holy waters which may not appear
to the cursory reader; nor do we think we should err in the consideration of the depths which could not be passed over, if we referred
to the unfathomable depth of the Trinity, the divine soverei<Yuty
of God, the cQvenant of grace, union to Christ, and such Yike.
But we return to the experimental view of the m::tttCl'-to the
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preciousness of finding fresh springs in Jesus amidst the pilgrimage
trials, thorns, and temptations-crystal tricklings into the soul from
the pure Fountain-Head of life. How often do the jarring cares of life
agitate the breast of the Christian man of business! He opens his
letters of a morning with a perturbed spirit. This thing and the other
thing (to speak after the manner of men) has gone wrong. Oh, how
such will welcome the still waters of eternal love! There is a charm,
if we may be allowed the expression, in the very name of J esu!>
which quells the troubled breast; and, when His voice is heard saying,
"Peace, be still!" there is indeed a great calm as well as a great
So also is it with the Christian woman in the midst of her
charm.
domestic difficulties and worry, caused chiefly, it may be, from the
deceit and duplicity of the servants of the age. How often is she
thereby driven to her very wits' end. But what is it that will calm
the ruffled temper, and bring the mind into a state of serenity ~ Only
Christ. Some fresh spring of thought or revelation springing up within
brings peace, and then do we see how nothing can really go wrong
with us. There is a needs-be for it all. All is permitted for a wise
end.
"Good, when He gives, supremely good;
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses, in His sovereign hand,
Are blessings in disguise."

Then we do like the thought of the springs referred to being "fresh
springs." Yes, they shall rise in all the future unfoldings of the
pilgrimage of life-fresh springs amidst the apparently tangled way.
Those springs of the past, precious as they were, and comforting to
refer to, as they are noted down, it may be, in the margin of our
Bibles or in SOllle little text-book or diary, yet they will not do for
the ever-uprearing exigencies which crop up on all sides of the pathway, rendering it ofttimes a thorny way. Yet, though a thorny way,
fresh springs by the wayside shall flow forth. We should verily faint
and fall but for these. But the promise ever holds good, "As thy
days thy strength shall be;" and we might almost paraphrase that
expression and say, "As thy days thy fresh springs shall be."
But sometimes, alas! it seems with us that these promises and
assurances fail, and there are no fresh springs-nay, springs at all.
We are like the withered and parched vegetation in a salt bnd-no
springing up, no freshness of spiritual joy. This state of things is
caused sometimes by overwhelming care, the requirements of a grasping world, and the creeping in of a rebellious spirit, on account of the
difficulties of the way. And upon this point I must observe that I
scarcely think I shall be understood by my brethren when I say that
sometimes, in the spirit of rebellion, the child of God thinks, with
regard to the lot in life, that he is in the uHong j'ut. He feels that
his position must be the appointed Wil,y, but in spirit, if not in words,
he thinks, "But I wish it were no;; the appointed way. There is so
much in it contrary to my desires and longillgs that I would it were
otherwise." How does this fit into" the lot is cast into the lap; but
the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord" ~ Can we be in the
wrong rut ~ No, we cannot. Ah! dear friend, what we know not now
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we shall hereafter. But the one thing that calms and contents us is,
when some fresh spring in Christ is realized, and we calculate, " Well,
we may never have had' this peace in another position. All, then, is
well; all is ordered, and well ordered."
But once more with regard to these fresh springs. The Scriptures
speak of "joy in the Lord;" and what a totally different joy this is
to all joy of an earthly character! It is a sweet affection of the soul
drawn out by the Spirit's power, and always finding its satisfaction in
Christ. It is also induced from the assurance that all is right for
eternity, in which anticipation sometimes the joy of heavenly foretastes
comes over us, as we think of those who are singing above, "Blessing,
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever;" and that soon we
shall be one in their happy midst, released from all the trouble and
turmoil of this life.
" Loved ones are gone before,
Whose pilgrim days are done;
I soon shall greet them on that shore
"'here partings are unknown."
"What say you, then, dear reader, to this never-ceasing flowing from
the fulness of Christ, and to the Spirit-taught soul's assertion, "All
my fresh springs are in Thee" 1 vVe have seen how this is the language
of the sons of Komlt, the Lord's stripped ones, who are brought to
naught in and of themselves; that Christ primarily declares that all
His springs are in and for the Church; that He did all for His
spiritual bride, and that it is reciprocal, for the Christian can turn
round and say, "Yes, and all my springs are in Thee." Then, in
repairing to this blessed Fountain-Head, we have seen that the secret
cause of all its flowing blessings is love-everlasting, unchangeable, and
indissoluble love-such love manifesting itself in the work of redemption for the elect and chosen of God. Then, in the experience of the
Christian, we have seen how the blessings flowing from this FountainHead issue in life divine, and everything needed in connection therewith.
Do we need faith 1 It is His gift. Repentance 1 He is exalted to give
it. Pardon and peace 1 He says, "Thy sins, which are many, are all
forgiven thee." Righteousness 1 It is His imputed righteousness we
stand in, "accepted in the Beloved." Sanctification 1 We are "comely
through the comeliness which He hath put upon us." Knowledge 1
He is the sum and substance of the Word, and to know Him more
and more is our constant desire. Then we have seen how all the
ilowings of grace for every time of need are from Him, which, to our
mind, is very blessedly set forth in Ezekiel's vision of the holy
waters j and how especially precious such grace is under affiictive
providences, and that, nevertheless, however superabounding they may
be, the chilel of God does know at times what it is to drink into that
blessed spring of "joy in the Lord."
In conclusion, just four thoughts concerning this precious spring
referred to: 1, I wait for its flowings; 2, I want its flowings; 3, I
watch its flowings; 4, I wonder at its flowings.
1. I wait for its jlowings. I am personally helpless. The exciting
cry of the day may go forth with imploring zeal, "Come now to
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Jesus!" but I cannot come in creature strength. I beat the air In
vain. But I wait for Him, and "they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength," &c. Trace out in the VVord, beloved, the
blessings that follow this waiting upon the Lord, and wait on. .And
then2. I want its .flowings. There is a heart-vacuum-a soul voidwithont them. If we go a day without some intercourse with Him.
what misery! Oh, for more of communion and fellowship with Him!
Earth drags us down so. It becomes unbearable without Jesus. Flow,
flow, thou divine spring into my soul, with all thy comforting and
refreshing power! And then3. I wa.tch its flowings-their sweet effect in times of difficulty and
trial. Oh, beloved, do we not know what it is, when the enemy
thrusts sorely ailll strongly, to be calmed down and quieted
in our insufficiency and nothingness-to look to the Lord's strength
exercised in us and for us 1 I am annoyed, tried, tempted, but these
very exercises have brought into felt need, that has further brought
the heavenly supply, which has redounded in praise unto the Lord.
Ah! devil, I'll serve you out; for the more you molest and torment
me, the more will I spread the fame of Jesus-the more will I siI\g
the honour of His name! Lastly4. I wonder at its flowings. Why me, Lord, a favoured one 1 Why
do I know anything of divine things 1 It could not be that, personally, there was anything in me worthy of Thy notice, for there was
and is nothing good in the creature. It must be because Thou didst
Thyself sanctify the vessel for Thine own use, and that too from before
the foundation of the world. And then, n.gain, it is to bring glory to
Thy great name.
Precious Lord, I feel how gracious are the breakings forth of Thy
love for poo'r un worthy sinners like the reader and writer! Oh, to be
absorbed in Thy love! Oh, to abound in the gifts and grace which
flow from Thy fulness! It is this which sweetens all. It is the soul's
solace amidst all that embitters and casts down. Flow on, sweet
spring, and flow into my soul, till all the powers of mind and soul
become absorbed in thee! But ah! this is too high a wish and
longing for this life state, but it will-it must-be realized ~o the full
in yonder bright and better sphere. Now we have to contend with
interruptions-sad interruptions ofttimes-but presently we sl:all drink
of the rivers of pleasure. May these truths comfort and refresh our
souls.
B~trton-on-Trent.

G. C.

P.S.-THE REPUBLISHING· OF THE "WAYSIDE NOTES."-We are
deeply indebted to our friends who have not merely filled up the slips
as requireJ, but accompanied such with letters expressive uf the
spiritual value the" Wayside Notes" have been to them. To Jesus
be all the praise. It is impossible for us to acknowledge all such
personally, but let us assure our friends that their testimonies are
highly valued by, us, and tend very much to encourage one in this
"work of faith and labour of love." With regard tu that work, the
MM
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matter at the present moment stands thus: Messrs. Collingridge inform
as 'that we ought to have from 250 to 300 copies ordered, before we
can attempt the undertaking. At this date ninety have kindly
responded, representing 146 copies; and, as this forms but a singularly
small part of the subscribers to the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, we are hopehil
that it will be carried out. As no further circulars will be issued, we
shaUesteem it a favour if our friends who purpose encouraging the
w(lrk will kindly fill up their slips and forward them at once to us,
that we may come to a decision in the matter. W ecannot find it in
. oUr heart 'to press any. We would rather leave it to the Lord. The
'WOrk has been His all along, and we want it still to bE'.
Remaining, dear friends, yours in Christian fellowsbip,
Shobooll Grange, BU1·ton-on-Trent.
GEORGE CmvELL.

THOUGHTS.
I MET a graceful maiden, with it fail' and placid brow;
I gazed on her and thought thus: ., Oh, maiden. thirsteth thou 1
Art thou ill need of the waters from out the living stream,
'To slake thy thirsty soul? dost thon need the heavenly beam?
Or art thou std I in darkness, and in bondage by the world 'I
Does thy soul go up to God that His banner be unfurled?
That the shadow of His presence he on thy young heart felt 1
'The love of a dear Saviour, who's love will hard hearts melt 1"
'Then I met it youth with firm step, a young and manly form,
Marching as though heedless of the sunshine or the storm ;
And, as I looked on him, I thought: "Oh, youth, what thinkest thou 1
Of the Fount of living waters dost trouble thy thoughts now 1
. For the God of heaven made and formed thee out of dust,
And unto dust thou shalt return-thy Maker said thou mnst;
Think'st thou of this great MaKer-this glorious King of kingsWho formed the earth and all else, the great and lesser things 1"
Then I met a man ·and woman, both in the prime of life;
I thought he was the husband, and this his beloved wife,
'I.'hey talkerl :18 those are wont to talk who know each other well,
And both appear'd, as I thought, to have a lot to telL
] wonder jf they talked of Christ, who, at the wedding feast,
Turned the water into wine for all, even to the least 1
He who did this miracle is the Fount, the living Stream,Are these thinking of this Fountain m this their bright day-dream
Then I met an aged man, with tottering, feeble gait,
And 'withered face, and long white hail;; he stood as if to wait
For passers··by to help him on his journey, which must end.
rthought, "Art waiting, dear old man, for Jesus, thy best Friend?
East made this Saviour thy Lord, in all thy journeys through 1
Thy constant Friend, the faithful Friend, in all 'thou didst pursue
If so, then fear 110t, now thou'rt old, to tread this Jordan's flood,
For Christ has made it easy, and by .His life-giving blood."
GRANDCHILD OF THE LATE

'Yeovil, ,May, 187!l.

REV. W. BIDDER.
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'~aptrs.

ItWH DO YOU PRAY7"
FEW youn
p op1 b ing present, they wer,e question d upon th
111\tur and imp rtan
f prayer. It was asked, "Do you pray?""
.':
, Prom u boo!.?""
" " How then?" Some said, "Make a pr y r,"
th ra said," ay 0. prayer." "But why do YOI~ pray?" Th I' W
long pau,
t la t the silence was broken; Qne of the small group
aid, It
T." "11 thoughtful way in which this solitary word w
ut r d Jl n d up some important truths with r.egard to prayer.
It' n a r y ,to distinguish between words and life in the matt r
f pr t·, W rds, our own or others', are easily used; but th 0.1I.
imp rtant pint in prayer is spiritual life; and, where divine life i,
'mp r d, prayer, as a link in the chain of covenant mercy, must need
hi iv U, It is a divine arrangement. It belongs to the provision of
) 'IL
llul.de for God's Zion, and wrought in t~em according to co\'eoant
purp ,so that pray they must, and pray they will, for it is the
1 t' tll of the new creature in Christ Jesus; and of every elect soul it
hall be said, "Behold, he prayeth."
pirit-given prayers are the evidence of life in the soul of a sinner,
ilnd are promises, pledges, earnests, and foretastes of blessings in
!'oserve for the people of God. The tear, the sigh, the groan, with or
without words, but issuing from want, betokell life, and ascend to G-od,
from whom they came. There may be no lall,guage, or there m:1Y be
broken sentences-a mixture of various wants brought into tlte small
'otnpass of a few words, and these few words may be often rtlpeated,
<~s ill the case of the Head of the Church, the glorious Christ of
d, of whom it is written, "It behaved Him to be made like unto
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest;"
.and of Him in His agony in the garden we thus read: "He went
<Lway ilgain, and prayed the third time, saying the same words," a3 if to
,toach His people the substance of tl'lle prayer was not words, but want.
The outcome and manifestation of life divine is want revealed and
pressed home upon the heart by tlte Spirit of God. Hence prayerless
,';louls are" dead in trespasses and sins." They are destitute of the breath
that discovers life; ·but all who are interested in the secret purpose of
God by election must be made the subjects of regeneration, and taught
to cry unto God, and the promise is sure, ,,'Whosoever shall call an the
llame of the Lord shall be saved."
" But," say some, "what of teaching children to formally address God f'
The answer is plain. Instruction cannot give children grateful hearts,
but they should be taught civility for kindness received, whether
from God or man, by words. If it is an act of decorum to thank a
fellow-creature and recognize kindness with civility, surely it is due
to the Giver of all the providences enjoyed to make a child acknowledge whence they all come, and early bend the knee to thr.nk Go.d
for benefits received; and this may make an opening for those who
know the Lord to show the child the nature of true prayer, when
the heart is touched by divine grace.
rr
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Want may be divided into two classes-providential and spiritualbut in both cases want proves life. The unregenerate, as living beings,
have their earthly wants; and countless multitudes have called upon
God as Creator, and been heard and answered, who never knew God
in Christ as a Saviour. They have needed the things of this life, they
have cried unto God in their distresses, and He has delivered them.
(Psalm cvii.)
With many' of God's elect, prayer for temporal things is not unfre~
quently the small beginnings of divine grace in the soul, that marks
the covenant purpose of a covenant God; and such are led on from
providential to spiritual wants. The pressure of want has driven them
to the mercy-seat for a supply of the things of earth. Their petitions
have been heard and answered; and, when the Spirit of God has opened
up to them their spiritual need, they have been encouraged to seek
unto God in remembrance of His answer to their cry for providential
help in the time of their trouble. Their wants now are of a different.
nature. They' want Christ, pardon, peace, salvation. They are now in a
wanting condition spiritually, because divine life is begun in the soul,
. and wants of various kinds are created when spiritual life is bestowed.
The grace of prayer, when imparted, branches off into divers ways of
communion with God, such as confession, petition, iutercession, thanksgiving; and, as the Spirit imparts the grace of prayer, the soul is led
into these channels of intercourse with God; but want is the pressure
God employs to keep His saints near the mercy-seat.
God's people, for the most part, are amongst the poor literally; and
many of them, being physically helpless as well as poor, get their bread,
not by the sweat of their brow in labour, like others of the Lord's
people, but by the cry of faith: "Give us this day our daily bread."
It is a needs must to carry the burden to the Lord; they have nowhere
else to go. Their plea is, "Have mercy upon me, 0 Lord, for I am
weak; my soul is also sore vexed. Oh, save me, for Thy mercy's sake!"
"Lord, I cry unto Thee; make haste unto me: give ear unto my voiee
when I cry unto Thee." It is with them oftentimes as with one of
old: " Save, Lord, or I perish! " Want will take no denial, and thus the
throne of grace is besieged daily by the Lord's tried family. They
desire to glorify God, and to face their fellow-men with an honest front,
but providences run counter to their desires: "They labour and have
not." A blight seems to befall their industrious endeavours to live
honestly in the sight of all men. The family must have food; debt is
added to difficulty; sickness brings up the rear, while distress of mind
follows at every step, and "Where is now thy God 7" is often the
enquiry of the enemy of souls. Petition upon petition is presented at
the throne, but a silent God and a frownino- providence form a cross too
heavy to bear unless divinely supported. In such cases what an amazing
amount of gracious help there must be vouchsafed to sustain the soul
amid the pressure of trial, the misery of doubt, and the long delay of
deliverance! ,,'Who could hold me up but Thou? " But, supported by
sovereign power, the soul clings to the mercy-seat, and the Prophet's
case of old supplies an illustration. The servant was sent to observe the
appearance of the clouds, when drought had recluce<l the people to
staryation. He returned with the tidings that has chilled the heart of
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many a praying, watching child of God: "There 'is noth'ing." "Go again
'seven times," was the command. "And it came to pass, at the seventh
time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud ont of the sea
like a man's hand." What a divine encouragement to a believer to press
his suit again and again at a throne of grace, and say with another
suppliant, "Have compassion on us and help us !" Truly the Lord will
hear, and the outstretched hand shall be seen. He only waits for the
extremity that will make manifest the grace and mercy of His opportunity: "He will hear their cry and will help them."
"The last
distressing hour" is often the harbinger of deliverance. The little cloud
:arises out of a sea of trouble; some unexpected and wholly undeserved providence is vouchsafed; the snare is broken, the bird escapes.
Says the poor soul, in the. thick of the trial, "If the Lord should bring
me out of this difficulty, how I shall praise Him!" But God must give
gratitude as well as deliverance; He must drop in praise as well a"
})rayer, otherwise great mercies will be received with small thanks.
All these exercises of soul establish one important truth: "Without
Me ye can do nothing." The Lord's family, however ignorant they may
be on other points in doctrine or in experience, must all be taught their
utter inability to produce or preserve any right spiritual feeling. The
Author and Giver of faith is the Author and Giver of prayer. Every
Gospel blessing must come down from the Father of lights.
" No sinner can be beforehand with Thee;
Thy grace is aIm~hty, preventing, and free."

But He who has power to give has power to withhold: "He taketh
away, who can hinder Him 1 who will say unto Him, What doest Thou 1"
(Job ix. 12.) "Behold, He shutteth up a man, and there C3.n be no
{)pening" (Jub xii. 14). "They grope in the dark without light." Many
.a child of God has been with poor Job in this sad spot-the knee bent,
words uttered, lmt no heart-prayer given. Here the Lord's people learn
the lesson of God's sovereignty and their total depravity. He will teach
them that prayer for themselves or others is not at their command, and
that words arc not prayer before a heart-searching God. They are made
to confess, "I cannot order my speech by reason of darkness." A silent
God, a speaking devil, and a rebellious heart, are too mighty for a poor
'3inner to contend with. "Wilt Thou break a leaf driYen to and fro 1
and wilt Thou pursue the dry stubble 1 " In this spot all creature
-comeliness is turned to corruption, and it is a mercy when the word of
.command is given, "Be still, and know that I am God." But God will
J:evive His own work in the soul, and pour down the Spirit of grace and
supplication. Then there is a little "opening of the heart to instruction,"
and an acknowledgment that God will be Master. The humble petition
lS laid at the feet of the Mediator. Hope waits for the answer, and
faith, encouragod by experience, gets strong enough to say, "Our God
whom we serve is able to deliver." But there is an alternative added,
where sometimes the believer is favoured by sovereign grace to triumph
-over the power of Satan, the malice of men, and the absence of deliverance
-when he C:J.tl say, '" But 'if not,' let the worst come; let the cross
Just to the bitter end; is there not grace to help in time of need, to
sustain, to sanctify, to bless 1 Are not the aboundings of consolation
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'sufficient to outweigh the afRiction, and bring the spi'l'it. to the same
point that made Job .'lay,' Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him' l'
and with the Prophet, in his foreviewof surrounding desolation, to exclaim,
'Although the fig tree shall not blossom, . . . yet I will rejoice in
the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation' 1 (Hab. iii. 17, 18)
and upon this solid ground, the Lord God is my strength."
Are there not divine consolations in the promises, when applied by the
Holy Ghost to the soul1-sweet though brief moments of t:ommunion
·with the God-man Mediator, when the believer for the time surrenders
his will, his life, his all into the hanels of a covenant God 1 Neither the
old Adam nature nor the new man of grace can put the~selves into
such a position as this. The letter of the Word cannot do it j past
experience is of no avail. The Holy Ghost alone by sovereign power
must measure out every degree of faith, trust, reliance, and satisfaction
.with the will of God, and bring the soul to a point seldom reached in
experience: " But if not." This is the work of God to make a believer cast
all his circumstances at the feet of a dear Redeemer. Here truly "But
if not" shines forth with the radiance of the brightest star in the darkest
night; and faith and love unite to say with one of old, "Yea, let Him
take all : forasmuch as my Lord the King is come again in peace to His.
own house."
BELONGING TO CHRIST.
(Concluded from page 429.)

'YE nave now, though very briefly and imperfectly, sketched out·
the portrait of a disciple and believer, and we must pas'> on. We
. earnestly entreat the attention of those who have come thus far with
us, whilst we proceen to noticen. Christ's claim.--The main enquiry will be, upon what that claim
is founded. Now, it is based on a great variety of grounds, every
one of them valid and unexceptional. His people belong to Him by
the gift of the Father: "All that the Father hath given Me shall
come to Me;" "I pray not for the world, but for those whom Thou
hast given Me out of the world," &c., &c. By choice. Some very
foolishly object to the truth of God's election, who are yet forced to
acknowledge that, after all, only a few of the whole mass of mankind are
the recipients of His grace. Indeed, every instance of real conversion
affords proof of God's sovereignty. In some cases there will be but
one out of a large family; and sometimes we see two men, both
equally destitute of religion, the one thoroughly depraved, given over
to commit the grossest iniquities; the other, upright, moral, and correct
in all his conduct in life; and the immoral man shall be arrested in
his mad career,' and transformed from a monster of iniquity to a
monument of mercy ; while the other remains unchanged, without
any better hope for eternity than a reliance upon his morality as
the ground of acceptance with God.- We can find no possible explanation
of these facts than this, that God chooses t·o save the one and leave
.the other, thereby ma",onifying the riches of His grace, and demonstra,ting His right to do as He will with His own.
.
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But this matter of election has lately been so ably set before the reade'118
of the GOSPEL, MAGAZINE by the." Wayside Notes" Writer, that ,"ye R~
not linger here, but pass on to observe than the elect are His by ptVf,c}w;sc.
Throughout the pages of Holy Scriptulle natUlial types are used to explails
spiritual truths; so, when. we find Christ's dealings· with and for His
people set before us. under the figure of a purchase, as in Acts xx. 2,8,
psalm lxxiv. 2, &c., we may be sure some special instruction is couched.
therein.
It is evident that, in every affair of buying and seIling, there is, first,
the purchaser; second, the vendor; third, the goods purchased; fourth,_
the money that pays for them. Also, certain actions are included alll<l
implied, as, first, the selection of the goods by the purchaser; se(;)ond,
the 'payment of the price; third, the taking possession of the articles
bought. This may all seem very trite, but none of these thing,s' is
without significance when applied spiritually. Important lessons are
frequeutly inculcated through the medium of simple illustration, Sf,)
possibly we m::ty find instruction here. The Ptlrchaser, then, is the Lord.
Jesus Christ; and how this fact enhances the dignity of the transaction /
What am~zing grace that He should condescend to act as the Bnyer <J{
such wretched objects as slaves, delighted with their servitude, and in
open rebellion against their Deliverer and Redeemer! Yes," we were
all even as others," in bondage to the elements of this world, serving
sin and Satan, and bound hand and foot under the curse of the lawheld fast in its iron grip. But the price had been paid, satisfaction
made by the Surety, and, in the moment of regeneration, the Holy
Spirit delivered the soul from the grasp of the law, loosened the fetters
which had bound the captive to Satan, and by this act J estls claimed
as His own His long before purchased jewel, freeing the ransomed one
hencefor~h from all law claims, and from the demands of justice;
for" Payment God cannot twice demand,
First at our bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at ours."

This is the way in which the soul of the believer is brought into the
liberty of the Gospel. Moreover, inasmuch as the purchaser of a
valuable jewel is not content wi~h merely paying the price and claiming it as his-his satisfaction consists in taking possession-so, beloved,
the Lord shall take you to Himself in His own good time, in order
that He may "see of the travail of His soul, and be satisfied." Just
think of it ! Jesus satisfied in the possession of stlch worthtess
creattlres as we are ! Yet so it is" He accounts us each
As jewels rich."

Adored be the riches of His grace! And, what further increases the
security of the believer, you are His by CiJvenant" , By covenant transaction and blood,'
Saith Jesus, 'My people are Mine.'"

On the covenant hangs all our salvation, and how heartily glad we are
it is a "covenant ordered in all things and sure." "All things" that
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we meet with by the way were known before unto God, and so
"ordered "-i.e., arranged-that not one can happencontrar.v to God's
predetermined purpose; and, as all the trials and troubles of His
people were thus preappointed, so (mark the riches of covenant love!)
were they preprovided for.
Yes, dear trembling one, God not only
decreed the tribulations of the path, but He also decreed that "as
thy days thy strength shall be." Enough fulness resides in Christ
thy Head to ensure this decree being carried into execution; and
carried out it is in the daily experience of everyone "in union with
the Lamb." Thus they can expatiate in the blessed mysteries of
covenant faithfulness, covenant love, covenant mercy, and covenant
salvation.
"With these few thoughts we leave the consideration of what we
may term Christ's original claim, to contemplate the perhaps more
experimentally interesting subject of His actual claim, founded upon
relationship. Here heights and depths and lengths and breadths unfold
themselves to the enraptured gaze, that we could scarcely hope, were
we to occupy every page of every number of this Magazine for twelve
months, to do more than give the merest outline of the great love
wherewith He loves His chosen. Here we can only submit a few
brief hints. Then, believer, consider that "ye belong to Christ" by
}ilial 1'elationship, and that, observe, in a two-fold sense-by birth and by
adoption. The sons of God are born into the family of heaven at
regeneration, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God " (John i. 13). Regeneration is the infusion
of spiritual life by the power of God in the heretofore dead soul,
whereby there is a transition from a state of death into a state of life.
"Old things pass away, and all things become new." There are new
desires, new hopes, new troubles, new joys, new thoughts, and new
actions; for now, as we have seen before, faith begins to act.
But one may say, "I cannot tell whether I have ever been born again.
I cannot remember any such great change taking place in my soul;
therefore, I fear I am still in the 'gall of bitterness and in the bond
of iniquity,' and this fear quite destroys my peace." Now, poor
trembler, it is quite possible to be spiritually alive, and yet be
ignorant of the precise time when you first became so. The fact that
you cannot recollect the circumstances of your natural birth does not
cause you to disbelieve that you were born. Your very existence is
proof of it. J list so, spiritually. The great question is, " Are you alive ~ "
If alive unto God, with living desires, living faith, living hopes, then
you are an heir of God, a son or daughter of Zion, oorn into the
family.
But this sonship is also set before us under the figure of adoption,
which is an act whereby the head brings into and reckons as part of
the family, one who before was unconnected with it by any relationship whatever. In this figure, those who" belong to Christ" "were the
children of wrath even as others," but have been taken from their
natural state, and made "heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ."
Thus, God's children are His both ways, making their sonship
complete.
Again, there is j1'i1ti!1'nal relationship. If God is thy Father, then
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thy Elder Brother; and, moreover, He does not
the relationship, for "He is not ashamed to call them

brethren."
Oh, how we loathe ourselves because there is so much shrinking
from the shame of confessing Him; whilst we adore His matchless
love that, notwithstanding our unworthiness and faithlessness-nay,
on account of it-" it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren,"
a "Brother born for adversity." Sometimes men, when they become
prosperous, refuse to acknowledge their poorer kinsmen. Not so
Jesus. The Psalmist very sweetly declares, "Thou hast known my
soul in adversities." Whatever other interpretation we may put upon
this as well, we are qui~e sure it applies to Christ's merciful recognition of His brethren, even in the most trying and painful circumstances.
Now, to proceed, this relationship is also matrimoni(!l (see Ephesians
v. 31, 32, for tbe great mystery of the Church's union to Christ).
Again (Isaiah liv. 5), "Thy Maker is thine Husband." This
Husband paid all the Church's debts-yea, everyone-so that "there
is now no more condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." As
a Husband, He provides for her; and what blessed provisions! Foodshe lives upon Christ; her bread is Christ; her milk is the pure Word
of the Gospel; her wine, the consolations of His love; her waters, the
waters of salvation; and her meat, the everlasting truths of divine
revelation. Clothing-" She shall be brought unto the King in
raiment of needlework," the "wrought gold" of the righteousneRs of
Jesus. Thus beautified with the garments of salvation, she sings" Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head."

Again, mansions. Here below she "dwells in the secret place of the
Most High," and sometimes, in the sweet realization of His love, she
says, "The King hath brought me into His chambers" (Solomon's Song,
i. 4), which are the chambers of hope, humiliation, redemption, reconciliation, adoption, justification, and sanctification, from which last she
passes into the mansions above, prepared for her by the love of Jesus,
and for which she is prepared, matured, and fitted, as she passes
through the long vestibule of her spiritual experience, marked, as it is,
by varied vicissitudes of trial and triumph, gloom and gladness, repining
and repenting. Weary, she often longs for the "rest that remaineth,"
and yet is not without a rest here.
Hark once more to the language of the spouse, as she declares, "Our
bed is green" (Solomon's Song i. 16). Vie read in Isaiah xxviii. 20, of
a bed too short and a covering too narrow. That is "the covenant of
works," upon which thousands are resting most insecurely and uncomfortably. This is "the covenant of grace "-mark the pillow: "His
left hand is under my head;" then the covering: "His right hand
. doth embrace me" (Solomon's Song ii. 6). Thus the covenant of
grace is the resting-place of Christ and His Church. It is "our bed;"
and is said, so we may suppose, to be "green," in allusion to ever-

4-90

The, Gospel Magazine.

greens, which are' the same in winter as in summer. The spiritual
reader will know how to apply this illustration for himself. Then" Here let the weary rest
Who love the Saviour's name;
Though with no sweet enjoyments blest,
The covenant stands the same."
Here we. must stay our pen. Many other thoughts as to this union
crowd upon the mind, but we sum up this matter of relationship by
quoting those beautiful, apposite, and most precious lines of Ralph
Erskine" Christ is of friends a store,
To save from sin and thrall ;
Thy Brother much, thy Father more,
. Thy Husband most of all."
We are afraid we have already far exceeded onr lIne limits, or we
should have liked to have dwelt upon the fact that Christ's claim is
also founded upon His federal office as Head of the Church; hence,
" ye "-believers-" belong to Him," as the members in the body
belong to the head. But we want to say a few wonls on the last
part of the subject, and, therefore, pass on to noticeIll. Christ's responsibility.-Possession always confers responsibility.
Thus, the man who possesses a wife is responsible for his wife's debts
and maintenance; and we do not find the Lord Jesus shifting any
responsibility which He incurred on behalf of His bride to any other,
for" the government" of her affairs" is on His shoulders." Blessed be
His dear name, He alone is responsible for His Church's salvation. Here
lies the very root of the mighty difference which exists between the advocates of free grace and all other religionists whatever. Others make man,
in whole or in part, responsible for his own salvation; whilst we believe,
from the plain testimony of holy Scripture, that Jesus long ago-even
before all worlds-took that responsibility upon Himself. If He had
not done so, we maintain there could not have been salvation for any,
because, man being "dead in trespasses and in sins," could not save
himself; and the awful weight of such a responsibility, had it remained,
must have sunk everyone hopelessly and helplessly to destruction.
Hence Jesus was and must be first in the great matter of salvation.
He also took the responsibility of theirpl'ese1'vcttion upon Himself. What
a shocking plight His childreu would be in if they had to save themselves from sin, or deliver themselves from falls and failings! They
have to prove day by day that" no man can keep alive his own soul;"
and, if a higher power were not engaged on their behalf, fall they must,
." a thousand times a day." Ah! they are only safe "in the arms of
Jesus." CheeF up, pilgrim! Though rough the way, dark the night,
innumerable. the· occasions of falling, and most weak thy heart, thy
Lord has promised to bring thee safely through every storm, and sweetly
declares that, in the trial, "His grace is sufficient for thee."
. Again, upon Him rests the onus of His Church's snnctijicatio'YIJ-a
doctrine but little understood in the present day, though many gr :lot
and glorious things are contai~ed both in the doctrine and in th
xperience of the. doctrine. It must suffice here to observe that tho
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word prindpally and practically signifies, first, a setting apart from a
profane use; secondly, a dedication to a holy use. Thus were· the vessels
of the tabernacle sanctified, and, accordin<Tly, I>aul speaks of unsanctified
persons as "vessels of wrath," :md of the sanctified as" vessels of honour."
Briefly, then, we maY' say that sanctification is a separation from unholiness and a joining to holiness. Thus are the saints separated from
the world and from sin, and joined. to Christ. Renouncing their own
righteousness, which is bnt filthy rags, and therefore unholy, they cleave
by faith unto th righteousness of Jesus, and that righteousness cleaves
to them, being imputed-i.e., put upon them-by the Holy Spirit.
Lastly, let us notice He is responsible for their glorification. He
who began the work, and carries it on, will finally complete it. Tt}
those who have, in the perusal of these feeble tracings, fr-It their
hearts goinO' forth in living desires to realize something of what yOll
have read, we may address these lines" This you will find,
You two [you and Christ] are so joined,
He'll not live in glory and leave you behind."

Ere long thy ransomed soul shall bask in the sunshine of His
presence, awaiting with ineffable joy the consummation of glory, when,
at the resurrection morn, thy body, purified and perfected, shall once
more resume its office as the receptacle of the soul. Then thy happiness
shall be completed in perfect felicity, unsullied holiness, highest raptures,
to endure for ever and ever and ever. Yes, beloved, an eternity of
glory awaits thee, if it can be said, " Ye belong to Christ."
Sleaford.
A PILGRIM.

DYING TO LIVE.

"This ?lear

tlwlL

ohalt die."-JEREMIAH xxviii. 1G.

BATH this word of the Lord gone forth from His mouth to thee, my
soul 1 If so, it is irreversible. His word, so full of love and tenderness,
cannot change. What He saitb, that He doeth. But, my soul, what
is thy state 1 Art thou prepared to quit thy earthly tabernacle 1 Yes,
thou art, if born again of God. But another question may be asked:
Is this earthly tabernacle prepared t,o let the immortal spirit quit it 'I
I think not. It being" born in sin, and shapen in iniquity," ever trespassing, it I'Jxceedingly fears its dissolution. It shrinks and quivers at
these words of God, "This year thou shalt die." But the new man,
created in Christ Jesus, fears not this declaration of his God. As the
Holy Spirit unravels the meaning of it to him, he finds it sweet and
comforting, solacing indeed, and a truly glorious declaration; for "·01
man in Christ" can look up sometimes (this is the Holy Spirit's loving
work) and say, "Lord, it is well that this body shall die, for it is one
mass of corruption; not tainted with sin, but sin itself, putrefaction,
, enmity against God.' Let it die, that Thou who hast redeemed it, and
lovest it so in Christ Jesus, mayest raise it up again incorruptible. Let
it again return to dust, that Thou, who holdest it so dear in Thy sight,
mayest quicken it a pure and immortal body, truly spuitual, :!j.t. for

492

The Gospel Magazine.

Thy presence for ever." Dost thou think it hard to die? What! hard
to leave this wretched body of sin and of death for a glorious immortality? hard to leave thy friends for the sweet presence of the Creator,
the Sustainer, the Giver of those friends? hard to leave this world's
goods for the eternal enjoyment of "the unsearchable riches of Christ" ?
hard to leave sickness, thy tears, thy aches, thy pains, thy wonies, thy
~fflictions, for the place where "the inhabitant shall no more say, I am
sick," and where there shall be no more pain; but" in$tead of these
things, there is our adorable Lord, the Lord of hosts, the Lamb of
God, Jesus Christ, "the Chiefest among ten thousand, and the altogether
[ovely" One?
But let us look at our precious Jesus (the Spirit enabling us) as we
behold Him in the words of our text. From Itll eternity it was
-determined of God that Christ should take our nature, to die for us;
and Christ Himself, for the great love wherewith He loved us, determined to die for us (by "us" we mean the sheep of Christ, as He said,
" I lay down My life for the sheep"); and from all eternity the Holy
Ghost loved us, and determined to regenerate us, dwell in us for ever,
~pply the glorious and perfect salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ in
our heart, God Himself, who is our salvation, and to lead us into all
truth, Christ Himself, and teach us the deep things of God. Hence,
when this covenant command, "This year Thou shalt die," of our God
came home to our precious Christ for us, how did it affect Him? Did
He swerve from His purpose under it? Did He shrink under it 'I
-He, and He alone, could say, "Boldness is Mine. I dm w not back, for
the love I bear Mine own. I came not to do Mine own will, but My
Father's which sent Me;" and He was to die a death which His
members cannot experience. God made Him so strong for Himself~
that He might bear what otherwise His people would have had to
bear through eternity. Oh, the terrible weight of the woes of the Son
()f Man! Ponder them! The direst agony, far too awful for us to under,stand, preceded His death; yet, notwithstanding, He, for the joy that
wa,:; set before Him, endured the cross. Truly He, as the Son of Man,
-very Man, could not but shrink in one sense from enduring the
ponderous weight of our sins and the punishment therewith, and
,exclaim, "My God, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me!"
But here is manifest His firmness, and the greatest courage ever
witnessed by man, by angels, or God Himself, when He said, "Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine be done." Oh, do you want to see
~ove? Look at Christ. Do you want to see firmness and determination?
Look at Christ. Do you want to behold courage-tremendous courage?
Look at Him of whom it is written, "He set His face stedfastly" (how we
love that word" stedtastly," as it refers to Jesus!) "to go to Jerusalem."
"This year Thou shalt die." Jesus must die, and we must live. Oh,
precious, precious Jesus! To think of Thee, under the sweet influences
()f the Holy Spirit, as Thou once wast, "a Man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief," and as Thou now art in the presence of God
for us, causes our cold hearts to melt with love and adoration, gratefulness and thankfulness, to Thee, our gracious God, who causes such
magnanimous grace to abound even to us. What shall we do when
freed from these bodies of sin and death? In ecstatic joy we shall do
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Thy will, we !lhall sit at Thy feet, we shall nestle in Thy oosom.
Thy smile shall shine through our faces for the joy of all elect angels,
and to the joy of God our Father.
Beloved reader, what say you to "This year thou shalt die" ~ Christians, we die to live, if we call it death; but it cannot be death to
the child of God: "He that believeth in Me shall never die." It is but
the shadow of death, which passes by, and we are no longer in the
body, but in the presence of Jesus, who fills all heaven with His glory.
But this m~ be read by an unregenerate child of God-a dead, but.
elect sinner. "This year thou shalt die" may have gone forth out
of the mouth of the Lord. Ah! dear r"ader, no censure here to you-nl)
wrath here-but love, joy, and pity, the Gospel of salvation, the glad
tidings of great joy to you. "The year of [this1My redeemed is come."
Thou must die to live. "The corn of wheat abideth alone except it die."
The appointed time for thee to die is come-not the dissolution of the
body do we now speak of, but death to sin, to self, to the world,
that henceforth you may live unto Christ, who hath bought you with
His own most precious blood.
May the Father of all mercies reveal Himself in the Person of His
beloved Son, by the omnipotent power and exceeding great love of
the Holy Ghost, to the one heart of His elect in the reading of the
above. So prays the writer,
~~

Q~

CHRIST'S APPEARANCE.
THE religion of Jesus is for the present and the future. Thus Paul
writes, "Godliness is profitable for all things, having the promise of
the life that now is, as well as that which is to come;" and so we find
that precept and promise go hand in hand in the commands and
utterances of Christ. Thus, while He commands His followers to take
up the cross, He promises them eternal life, and assures them of an
eternal rest, where they should be for ever with Him. In the third
chapter of Colossians, and itt the fourth verse, we read a remarkable
assurance given to the children of God-" 'Vhen Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." May
the Holy Ghost influence our meditations on this glorious Scripture,
so that we may be benefited in knowledge and love.
We observe, first, a Person is spoken of-Christ. The great hope
of a Christian is centred in a divino Person, whose name becomes to
him the sweetest and most precious of all names. Every duty is connected with Christ; every joy springs out of our union with Him. All
our comfort and support, in the time of sorrow and trial, come from
His gentle and loving hand. Who cannot say with the poet"How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer's ear !
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,
And drives away his fear" 1

The word "Christ" we know is the same as Messiah, and signifies
"the Anointed One." Thus the Jews anointed their kings and priests,
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;J.s ·a sign .of ttH1 'anointing of the heart, which was absolutely necessary
to effect .its. div:ine purpose. We know that many recei ved the outward who remained untouched by the inward unction. Thus Baul was
anointed, as well as David, ')y the prophet Samuel; hut what a contrast
between them! One was outwardly everything to be desired, head and
shoulders above the people, but, destitute of the grace of God, which
alone bringeth sa1vation; while David was "a man after God's own 'heart,"
and a forerunner of the greater King, the Lord Jesus Christ. This difference accounts for all the bad kings and priests that we read of in
the Scriptures. As Paul so truly describes it, "He is not a Jew which
is one outwardly, but he is a Jew which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter;
whose praise is not of men, but of God."
Our Lord was emphatically the Anointed One.
Others had been
anointed in a limited sense, but He had the Spirit given to Him without
measure, and could say as no other human being could, "I and My
Father are one;'~ "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink."
His whole life was a demonstration of this wonderful truth. Thus we
read that "He went about doing good." Mark the fruits-" preaching
the Gospel to the poor, healing the broken-hearted, preaching deli vennce
to the captives, recovering sight to the blind, setting at jiberty them
that are bruised, and preaching the acceptable year of the Lord." To
these may be added the cleansing of the lepers, the raising of the
(lead, and feeding a multitude with a few loaves and fishes. he~ides
compelling even His enemies to say, "Never man spake as this Man."
Thus we see that Jesus Christ was the Anointed of the Father and the
Christ of God.
Let us notice the description given of Him in our text: "Christ, who
is our life." He is our natural life, for we read that" all things were
made by Him; and without Him was not anything made that was-made."
But I think the text refers to His spiritual life. As John writes,
"' In Him was life; and the life was the light of men."
We are
naturally "dead in trespasses anel sins "-as dead to spiritual matters as
;1 corpse is to natural ones.
How we despise dead things! The wise
man tells us that "a living dog is better than a dead lion." To be out
of Christ, then, is to be dead; to be in Him is to be alive; just as the
branch is alive because it is united to the vine.
Let us consider yet further how it is that" Christ is our life." Paul
well described it when he said, "The life that I now live, I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me."
It is a spiritual life : "born not of the will of man, nor of the will of
the flesh, but of God." It loves spiritual things, setting its affections
on .things above, and not on things of the earth, and produces the
spiritual mind, which is life and peace.
It is an eternal life. Our Lord said, "He that belicveth on the
Son hath everlasting life." The believer never dies, for, though the
outward man perish, the inward man is renewed from day to day.
"As I live, so shall ye live also," said the Lord Jesus to His disciples. Let us not, in these sceptical times, suffer ourselves to be
robbed of this precious promise of immortal life
This life is also a life of obedience. The Gospel is of no use to us if
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it docs not produce obedience: "Why call ye Me Lord, Lord, and do
not the things which I say 1" " He that heareth these sayings of Mine,
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, who built his
house on the sand; and the rain descended, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell, and great was
the fall of it." The children of God have this great characteristic,
namely, "not forgetful hearers, but doers of the same."
It is also a life of love. No mere outward obedience is acceptable
to the Master. Such would be bn t a corpse, without the spirit. vVe
are told that" God is love," and, if we are born of God, we have His
nature implanted in our hearts, so that "we love Him because He
nrst loved us."
It is too a life of faith or trust. Religion without faith is not worth
having. We live in an uncertain world, not knowing what a day may
bring forth. But there is One who is never surprised, who has seen
everything from the 'beginning ,to the end, and has made provision for
<111 the wants of His children. Hence they trust Him, and thus enjoy
a "'peace which passeth all understanding." "In quietness and confidence shall be your strength," says the Prophet.
What a blessed
state to be in-trusting in Him who never deceived any one of His
children, "whose promises are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus"! How
is it, then, that our faith so often fails? Because we are looking to
ourselves instead of Christ. He is our life, and we are often feeling
as if it depended upon ourselves to keep the faith alive. Nay, it is by
lookjng to Jesus. "Ve are never weak when He is in view, but can'
realize the truth which Paul said: "I can do all things, through Christ
strengthening me."
" 0 Lord, how happy we should be,
If we could cast our care 011 TheeIf we from self could re,t!
And feel at heart that One above,
III perfect wisdom, perfect love,
Is working for the best."

W() are told that Christ shall appear. "Ve know that He has
appeared once, a Babe, grew up to be a Man, toiled for His daily bread,
and gave up His business to preach the Gospel. 'What sort of a life
did He lead? Hear His own description: "The foxes have holes,
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not
where to lay His head." It was a life of suffering. He was a "Man
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief."
He suffered, bled, and
died.
" For love of us He bled,
For love of us He died;
'Twas love that bowed His fainting head,
And pierced His sacred side."

" He bare our sins in His own body on
are healed." But He shall appear again,
ascension, and as He Himself declared.
come the second time without sin unto

the tree." "By His stripes wc
as foretold by the angels at His
Yet how different! "He shall
salvation."
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•" The Lord shall come, hut Dot the same
.AJJ once in lowliness He cameA silent Lamb before His foes,
A weary Man, and full of woes."

Then He was seen by a few j but, at His second appearance, every
eye shall see Him, and those who mocked and despised Him. " He
shall come in His glory, with all His holy angels, and shall sit upon
the throne of His glory."
This important doctrine was the theme of the Apostles' preaching.
They believed it, and proclaimed it, their language being, "The Lord
is at hand." This accounts to a great extent for the heavenly-mindedness of the Early Christians. They lived in daily expectation of their
Master's return, and thus, watching and praying, they were kept from
temptation. Oh, what different persons we should be if this thought
were continually in our hearts and minds, "Christ is coming, and I
shall see Him as He is! Let me, then, be ready, with my loins girt
with righteousness, my lamp burning with the oil of grace, and my
pilgrim's staff in my hand, ready to meet Him!" Yes, this implies,
dear brethren, that we should sit loose to the world, as Paul exhorts
us: "But this I say, brethren, that the time is short; it remaineth
that both they that have wives be as though they had none; and
they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as
though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed
not j and they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion
of this world passeth away." Yes;" passing away" is written upon
Ferything that is earthly, for "the things that are seen are temporal,
but the things which are not seen are eternal." Oh, that we should
be such creatures of sense, ever prone to lay up our treasure on earth,
rather than in heaven! Let us meditate more and more upon the
second appearance of our Lord, if we desire that spiritual mind which
is life and peace.
Our text tells us also the persons who shall appear with Him:
"Then shall ye also appear with Him in glory." Whom does he
mean 1 If we turn to the first verses of this Epistle, we find them
described as "the saints and faithful brethren at Colosse;~' and, as no
Scripture is. of private interpretation, we see that the words belong to
all true Christians, who are called to be "saints and faithful brethren
in Christ Jesus "-in fact, to all true believers, wherever they are to be
found. They, like their Master, are despised by the world, thought
nothing of-treated, in many instances, as the offscouring of all things.
But all this will be reversed. It will then be seen that they are the
men whom the King delights to honour. We know that to attend
earthly majesty is considered a great honour. The noblest people in the
kingdom deem it an honour to wait upon and appear with our Queen and
her illustrious family. But the second coming of Christ will eclipse and
surpass all the pageants of earthly royalty, just as the heavens exceed
in beauty this earthly globe.
"The Lord shall come, a glorious form,
With wreath of flame and robe of storm,
On cherub wings, and wings of wind,
Appointed Judge of all mankind."
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W ill Christ be glorious 1 So also will His servants be. He will be like
th bright and glorious sun, and they like the silver moon, following
with delight in His glorious track. They shall be glorious in His glory,
that the wicked will be unable to gaze upon them for their exceeding brightness. And this shall b not only the happy lot of those who
reach heaven before His second app aring, and whom He shall bring
with Him, but also of all those 'Yho are upon the earth when He
'Comes. As Paul writ s: "We who are alive upon the earth shall be
caught up to m et the Lord in the air, and so shall we be for ever
with the Lord."
"While sinners in despair shall call,
'Rocks, hide us! mountains, 011 us fall! '
The saints, ascendiIlll: from the tomb,
Shall joyful sing, 'The Lord is come! ' "

Is th l' a better test to put to each OIle of us than to ask ourselves, "Suppose Jesus Christ were to come to-night, or to-morrow
morning, should I be glad or sorry 1" We know how eagerly we love to
see the face of a dear and loving friend. If we were to hear that such an
(me would arrive in London l)y a late train to-night or to-morrow
morning, should we not be filled with delight and pleasure 1 And
such would be the state of our hearts respecting the appearance of Christ
if we truly love Him. How cheerfully the Apostle Paill looked forward
to the coming of his Lord! " Henceforth," he said, "there is laid up for
me a crOWIl of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give unto me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also
that love His appearing."
What a contrast is the state and feeling of the wicked and unbelieving!
They say they will not have this Man to reign over them. They
reject Him in life, but they will have to face Him some day, and
what a black day that will be!
"When, rising from the bed of death,
O'erwhelmed with guilt and fear,
I see my Maker face to face,
Oh, how shall I appear?"

How dreadful to hear those words, "Depart from Me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels!" And
such must be the lot of all who have not "fled for refuge to the hope
set before us in the Gospel," for "there is salvation in none other: for
there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved," but the name of Jesus Christ.
In conclusion, let me say a word to those who have found the
Saviour, and believe in Him to the saving of their souls. What a
treasure you possess, for "in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily"! What stores of pleasures and delights are laid up for
you! You may look forward to the future with delight. " All things
.are yours." Even over death, the last great enemy, you shall have the
victory. All, and more than all, your expectations shall be fulfilled j and,
when your Lord and Master appears in glory, you shall appear with
Him, and He will acknowledge you before all people and angels, and
will not be ashamed to call you His brethren.
E. W.
NN
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TO THE PARISHIONERS OF ST.

LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER.

My DEAR FRIENDS AND PARISHIONERS,-A~ I have often reminded you. one
cif the leading features of our times is either to call in question the Word
of God, or to turn a deaf ear to its voice. Notwithstanding, the Almighty is
illustrating and confirming that word by His providence, in the most marked
and striking manner.
Now, you will remember that among the various plagues with which the
Lord God visited Egypt, because Pharaoh would not let the people of Israel
go, was that of locusts, of which we read" that they went up over all the land
of Egypt, and rested in all the coasts of Egypt; very grievous were they;
before them there were no such locusts as they, neither after them shall be
such. For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was
darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and all the fruit of the
trees which the hail had left; and there remained not any green thing in
the trees, or in the herb of the field, through all the land of Egypt."
We read that, in consequence of the misery and destruction caused by this
visitation, "Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste; and he said, I
have sinned against the Lord your God, and against you. Now therefore, forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this once, and entreat the Lord your God, that
He may take away from me this death only.
And he went out from
Pharaoh, and entreated the Lord. And the Lord turned a mighty strong west
wind, which took away the locusts, and cast them into the l'ted Sea; there
remained not one locust in all the coast of Egypt."
In the first and second chapters of the Book of the prophet Joel, we read of
a similar calamity, which is described as follows; "Hear this, ye old men, and
give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, or even
in the days of your fathers? Tell ye your children of it, and let your children
iell their children, and their children another generation. That which the
palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath
left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left
hath the caterpillar eaten. Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all ye
drinkers of wine, because of the new wine: for it is cut off from your mouth.
For a nation is come up upon My land, strong, and without number, whose
teeth are the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. He
hath laid My vine waste, and barked My fig tree: he hath made it clean bare,
and cast it away; the branches thereof are made white." Then, in the next
chapter, is a further description of the ravages effected by these creatures,
called as they are, "the Lord's army." "A fire devoureth before them; and
behind them a flame burneth; the land is as the garden of Eden before
them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape
them. The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen so shall they run. Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains
shall they leap, like a noise of a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, a::>
a strong people set in battle array. Before their face the people shall be
much pained: all faces shall gather blackness. They shall run like mighty
men; they shall climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march every
one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks; neither shall one
thrust another; they shall walk everyone in his path; and when they faU
upon the sword, they shall not be wounded. They shall run upon the wall,
they shall climb up npon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a.
thief. The earth shall quake before them; the heavens shall tremble; the
sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining:
Ilnd the Lord shall utter His voice before the army; for His camp is very
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great: for He is strong that executeth His word: for the day of the Lord
is great and very terrible: and who c~m abide it?"
1 once heard a comment upon this ch'Lpter by one who had been a great
traveller, and who had personally witnessed the dearth and destruction which
followed the locusts. I was greatly struck with his description of their 1'unninq and climbing as here given.
But what I wish particuhwly to bring before you, my dear friends, at
this time, is, the account which appeared in the newspapers, a few days
since. Here it is, just as it was published:"ATTACKED BY LOCUST,'.-A detachment of Russian troops, bound for
General Lazareft"s expedition against the Turcomans, is reported by the
Kavkaz to have met with 11 cllrious misadventure near the Georgian town
of Eliz1lvetopol. At a few versts from the town the soldiers encountered the
wing of an army of locusts, reputed to be twenty miles in length and broad in
proportion. The officer in charge did not like to turn back, repelled by mer"
inseots, and, pushing on, soon became surrounded by the locusts. These appeH'
to have mistaken the soldiers for trees, and swarmed by thousands around them,
• crawling over their bodies, lodging themselves inside their helmets, pene_
trating their clothes and their knapsacks, filling the barrels of their rifles, and
striving to force themselves into the unfortunate men's ears and noses.' The
commander gil.ve the order for the troops to push on double quick for Elizavetopcl, but the road was so blocked with locusts that the soldiers grew
frightened, and, after wavering a few minutes, a regular stampede took place.
Led by a non-commissioned officer of keen vision, who had observed a few huts
a short distance from the road, the troops dashed across the fields, 'slipping
about over the crushed and greasy bodies of the locusts as though they had
been on ice.' The huts were soon reached, and the officers rushed inside, but
the refuge proved to be of little value, as the premises were already in the
possession of the enemy. The peasants told the correspondent of the Kavkaz
that for days they had been besieged by the vermin, the insects filling the wells
and tainting the water, crowding into the ovens and spoiling the bread, and
preventing any food being cooked or stored. At intervals the villagers issued
from their houses and made onshwghts on the locusts, killing them by
thousands, and carting them away afterward to the fields for manure. The
soldiers were detained prisoners by the insects for forty-eight hours; and, on
their march to Elizavetopol in the rear of the locust army, they found every
blade of grass and green leaf destroyed, and the peasants reduced to beggary."
Now, I ask, with such a plain matter of fact before us as the above, what
can more strikingly confirm and establish the words of Scripture? Moreover,
be it remembered that, of late years-yea, &ince the fatal year of 1829, when
the lloman Catholic Emancipation Bill became law, and idolatTy was once more
cotmtenanced and establi~hed in Ot~1' land--a series of disasters has visited us.
'fhe first appearance of the mysterious and inexplicable potato-disease was in
Ireland in that very year; since which we have had famine, pestilence, and
sword. V{e have had foot-and-mouth disease, and maladies of various kinds
attacking our sheep and cattle, pigs and poultry. Notwithstanding the progress of science, and the spirit of emulation and rivalry which have been
brought to bear upon our agricultural interests, the laudowners themselves.
embarking large capital, in order to obtain remunerative crops to meet their
heavy outlay, what has been the result? In the face of the high culture
-the digging and the draining-the manuring and the mechanism-were
farmers within the memory of man in so pitiable a plight as now? Farms at
this moment may be had rent-free, for the sake of keeping the land and
buildings ill working order.'"
*. Since the above was written, the London T'imes has published particulars of
the working of a farm, in the eastern counties, by "a skilful and experienced
allriculturist," ill which, in spite of gross returns of upwards of £3,100 a-year, for
the last three years, be shows a dcad loss of more than £400 a-year.
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In addition to this, as you, my parishioners, only too painfully know, there
is now even at midsummer the most unseasonable weather. It is more like
November than July; and, unless the Lord vouchsafes It merciful change,
the precious grain will perish.
Moreover, a widespread distress prevails,
great dearth in trade, and a sad amount of disaffection between masters
and men. Multitudes are emigrating to far distant lands, and (worse than
all) an expensive and bloody war is raging, the issue of which the Most
High alone knows.
Such, dear friends and neighbours, is the state of thin~s at this juncture;
and I deeply regret to find that, in spite of what has been the practice in
bygone years, and notwithstanding the plain counsel so emphatically given
in the chapter from which I have just quoted, no heed is taken, either by
the Government or the heads of our National Church, to set apart a day
in which the Almighty may be pleaded with, that He would stay His hand,
and, "in the midst of deserved judgment, remember mercy." Mark the
words calling for such a day: "Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly,
gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the
Lord your God·, and cry unto the Lord: . . . and rend your heart,
and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for He is Ilraci'JUs
and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth Him of
the evil. Who knoweth if He will return and repent, and leave a blessing
behind Him; even a meat offering and a drink offering unto the Lord
your God·1 . . . Let the priests, the mini~ters of the Lord, weep
between the porch and the altar, and let them say, Spnre Thy people, 0
Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach, that the heathen should rule
over them; wherefore should they s:ty among the people, Where is their
God?" Then observe the promise which fo!l0ws: "Then will the Lord be
jealous for His land, and pity His people. Yea, the Lord will answer and
say unto His people, Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and
ye shall be satisfied therewith; and I will no more make you a reproach
among the heathen." Moreover, the Lord most mercifully adds-and this
may well comfort those who are looking to Him, and to Him only, for help
and deliverance-cc And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise
the name of the Lord your God, that hath dealt so wondrously with you:
and My people shall never be ashamed. And ye shall know that I am in the
midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and none else: and Jl,fy
people shall never be ashamed."
I pray God, my dear parishioners, that we may be enabled to lay these
things to heart, and to give heed thereunto.
Yours faithfully,
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.

"THE COLLIER."
SOME of our olu readers will, doubtless, remember the signature of
"The Collier." Twenty years ago or so, there appeared in theRe pages,
from time to time, some precious letters fr m his pen. Why he ceased
to write we never could understand. The last number of the Gospel
Standanl contained a short account of his death. He had, we find,
been in broken health for some time; but his death, in his sixty-second
year, was at length very sudden. His wife had only left the room for a
few minutes, to procure him some refreshment. Upon her return, she
found his spirit had departed j so that with him "sudden death was
sudden glory."
Mr. CLOUGH (for such was" The Collier's" real name) had personally
known mtwh of the marvellous dealings of Jehovah in the wise and
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wondrous dealings of His providence. We remember an instance that
• he mentioned in one of the letters to which we have referred. On one
occasion he stood engaged to go some miles to preach upon the following
Sunday; but the shoemaker who was to have repaired his shoes, through
his sad habit of drinking, had failed to get them done in time. The
poor" Collier," in consequence, retired to bed on the Saturday night in
a sad dilemma about the morrow's preaching. However, at a late hour
his wife was roused by a loud knocking at the door. This proved to
be a neighbour, who had called to say that her son having purchased
a pair of boots, found they did not fit, but she fancied they would
suit her husband; and, if so, they were quite at his service. The boots
fitted the poor "Collier" exactly. Hence he was equipped for the
morrow; and no doubt that, as well as numberless other facts in his
little eventful history, helped the "Collier" to bear his own personal
testimony to the truth of the saying that" When the Lord's people have need,
His goodness will find out a way."

vVe think it somewhat remarkable that, just after reading of the
death of this dear servant ot God, we happened, in turning over some
loose scraps, to discover the subjoined account, which we had quite
forgotten we had preserved. It appeared in the Gospel Standard at the
close of last year. vVe gladly therefore transfer it to these pages. We
the more readily do so for sundry reasons; among them is our ardent
wish to combat the awful scepticism so rife in the present day. In spite
of the fact of the judgments of the Most High being abroad in the earth,
in the most marked manner, men in general fail to give heed thereunto.
"vVe are writing in the month of July, with the rain pouring in torrents;
the grass rotting in the earth, or what is cut being largely carried away
by floods. Notwithstanding this, together with the deplorable state of
trade, so universally felt, men in general are either reckless or indifferent;
and yet, at the same time, the newspapers of the day abound with
records of the most startling events.
The day before yesterday we casually met an old and devoted member
of our congregation. She stated that, it few days previuusly, she happened
to be riding in a crowded tramcar, when (as if in defiance of a minister
present) one of the passengers was loud in his abuse of the Orphan
Asylllm, so well known in Bristol, and throughout the world at large.
At length her spirit was so stirred within her that she could no longer
forbear; and, addressing the objector, she avowed her belief that the
God of the Bible still lived, and that (notwithstanding his sneering at
His providing at certain emergencies for the poor orphans) it was no
more difficult for that God to place a sack of flour at the door of the
Orphan-house, than it was to send bread and meat by ravens to Elijah
the prophet.
The first thing the following morning our attention was called to the
death of onc who, in spite of the attendance of eight doctors, was taken
away by meallS of some unaccountable malady. Although there was
reason to hope his affliction had been sanctified, and although a strictly
moral and upright man, yet, in former years, he would repudiate anything indicati ve of a special Providence. "He has oftcned listened to
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you," said our informant, "but was sure to snecr at any -special interposition of God's hand that you might mention." It seems, however, that
his all-prevailing wish upon his death-bed was, that he might be spareJ,
in order, both by lip and life, to bear a different testimony to that which
he had done.
A few hours after this conversation, whilst taking a short drive to
the ;:-ail of two or three miles, ill an open vehicle, we happened
to fall in with a somewhat elderly man as fellow-passenger. His
appearance bespoke him as one of the Hebrew race, and, horn his
packages, we saw he was a commercial traveller. He jOllrneyell a
gr<:lat deal, he s::.id. When speaking of the great depression in trade
generally, and the very unseasonable weather, we asked him what he
f<:lund to be the opinions of men in general 7 His reply was, that a
strong impression prevailed that something remarlmble was about to
",happen. We sought to show why-that the Almighty had a controversy
'with the land; and that it behoved us, as a nation, to humble ourselves before Him, as did Nineveh of old. As we 1l0W had reached
our destination, the conversation dropped. Gladly would we have pursued the subject, had time and opportunity allowell, in spite of the great
gulf which we felt lay between us-he, as a professeu Jew, not believing
in Him who is at once all our salvation and all our desire. Oh, how
OUl' heart yearned over this poor man, the more especially as he urged
that, in spite of the aspect of the times, it behoved us to do our
utmost to cheer and anim:1te our fellow-creatures. Ah! yes, so would
we say, but it must be upon right grounds-those grounds the simple
Word of God. That our travelling companion was, to say the least,
a thinking man, there could be DO doubt. He spoke, for example, of
what he had lately heard, when journeying in the North, of a certain
strange visitation of innumerable insects there, destroying vegetation to
a fearful extent, and, as it were, covering the entire surface of the
ground.
But we must stop. Here, reader, is the departed" Oollier's" account
of oue of the many condescending and gracious interpositions of his loving
Lord and Master :"THIS POOR MAN CRIED, AND THE LORD HEARD HIM."
DEAR BRQ]_'H~m IN A

PIlECIOUS JEsuS,-I just give you an instance of an
answer to prayer, which occurred in Scotland about thirty-eight years ago.
In consequence of a slack trade, I went down into Scotland from the
~ewcastle district, and commenced sinking pits for ironstone and coal.
We
had sunk one near Carluke, and got litt.Ie or nothing for doing it, as the
proprietor withheld the money we should have had. I went about forty
miles to get work at another place, and all the money we had was t·enpence; so my wife insisted upon my taking eightpence, and she and four
children had to subsist on a little oatmeal and the other twopence, until 1
could get some money sent to them. I soon got to the place that I had to
work at, and got a Post-office order for six shillings, which I sent directly
with a glad heart. After two days I received a letter from my wife, informing me she had nothing for the children to eat, and nothing for herself, ana
that they were very hungry. I cannot tell you the distress this occasioned
lUe. I went down into a field, which, as it was winter time, was covered
with about twelve inches of snow, and, it being dark, I fell down in th"
bliOlV, and really groaned and cried to the dear Lord to have mercy upon
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mo, and to spare my wif" and children. I had been in a backsliding state
for some time, and this was like a dagger in me; but, instead of meeting
with a rebuff; as I justly deserved, I found most wonderful relief in the
words, I believe, for it is a long time since, "The eternal God is thy
Refuge; " and I felt sure deliverance would be granted.
A few days after, my wife wrote to me that a woman had been awakened
in the night by a dream about her and the children, that they were dying
for want of ,the necessaries of life, which was true, for she had put the
children to bed crying for bread, and she was almost broken-headed with the
trial. This woman aroused her husband, and he took a basket, and went
and called a few neighbours up, and collected money and food sufficient tlJ
serve them for six weeks, I believe, and came and opened the door, and set
it down, and went away and left it. * 'When my wife awoke-for she had
fallen asleep in her trouble-she was surprised to see the basket, and very
soon had the children up to receive a part of its contents. She wrote to me
and told me that, after this intervention of a kind and gracious God, the
Post-office order came to hand, and all others were delivered in their due order.
My rebellious heart melted under this kindness, and oh, how I felt the dear
Lord's goodness for a time! But, alas! alas! I soon became, like Israel
of old, forgetful of Him, and His' works and goodness, and have often to
come in with old Horne"Ah, me! wretched sinner! Ah! where shall I go?
To whom shall I tell my sad story of woe?
In the dark stormy night I seem quite left alone;
I sought my Beloved, but, 10, He was gone.
"Of old, though the tempest around me had broke,
And, though the Almighty in thunder had spoke,
The tempest and thunder unmoved I have heard;
My Beloved was with me, and nothing I feared.
"But now that, alas! HA no longer is here,
1 sink in my SOI'I'OW, o'erwhelmed in despair;
:From judgment in vain I endeavoul' to fly;
Return, my Beloved, or else I must die!
"'Vcep with me, my frieans and companions, I pray,
The sins and the follies that drove Him away;
If you see Him, OIl, tell Him in sorrow I mourn,
, No more to be joy I'lll until He return."
Yours very affectionately,
THE COLLIER.

A WORD IN SEASON.
To the Ed-it01' of the Gospel 111agazine.
My DEAR FruEND,-The account you give of your ill-health, aml
m/my fears lest you should be laid aside from the blessed work, ami
have to encounter a long illness, has touched a trembling chord of
sympathy in my heart. I have little doubt that your present indisposition is only a higher kind of education for the work of the
ministry and editing the GOSPEL MAGAZINE. Sav01l1'y epistles for
the elect famiiy of God are often closely allied to sickness 1bn[0 death
in ourselves. How many of the Lord's tried and sin-harassed children
" The doors 11:111 only a meek or latch inside, and no lock, 80 Uat you have
(>nly to pu t you r jj "gel' thruugh the l1<>lc, and lift the latch, and the door is
oJ!ened at Ollee.
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have found a hive of real Gospel honey in the hlilart-warming letters
of SilfUEL EVLES PIERCE! ,The reason of this great unction in his
writings is linked to the following extract taken from one of his wife's
letters. She says, "My late revered husband, by reason of his great
bodily infirmities, lived in the constant expectation of death; for, during
the nine years and six months that I was honoured in being united
to him, it was but seldom that many days passed without his being so ill
as to give reason to apprehend that the Lord was about to take him
to Himself. But he was blessed with great patience and resignation.
He invariably expressed himself as firmly fixed on the Rock, and that he
shoulJ die in the full belief of what he preached for so many years.
He would express himself as follows: 'I have a blessed prospect before
me. I am full of the hope of a glorious immortality. The Lord be
magnified. Amen! ' "
I should try to see you next Thursday at Salisbury, en 'l'01tte to
Bristol, but I shall be from home (D .V.). The Lord comfort you on
every side.
Yours affectionately in Jesus,
Au,gu,st 17th, 1879.
CHARLES BRIDER.
[We thank our brother for his kind worda. They came as "cold
waters to a thirsty soul." Vve were not at all aware of the facts.
respecting SAMUEL EYLES PIERCE prior to the receipt of our friend's
letter. It was indeed very special grace that, under the circumstances, supported and sustained him. Personally, when seated in our
own quiet and much-Ioveu study, three weeks ago, anticipating a little
change to our own native air, how little did we imagine that we
were going there to be laid aside, and to return invalided. How true
it is that we "know not what a day may bring forth." We have
preached but twice during our absence. When thus laid aside, we
always reproach ourselves for having failed to estimate the distinguishing privilege of speaking in the Lord's name as it behoved us to do.
There is no privilege to be compared with it. To be employed as a
messenger for the Lord of hosts, and to stand and proclaim His truth
in the hearing of poor fellow-sinners, is-next to the salvation of one's
own immortal soul-the highest honour and the most sacred favour
the Lord can possibly bestow. Oh, to have valued it more when in
the possession of it! Oh, to have counted all other things but dung
and dross, when compared with it! Oh, to have deemed troubles and
vexations and annoyances as nothing when set in contrast with the
inestimable privilege of being a bearer of glad tidings from the God
of salvation to poor perishing sinners! Alas! alas! we sink into the
very dust of self-loathing and abasement, as we contemplate our shortcomings and remember what an unprofitable servant we have been.
Oh, how intense with us has the cry of late been, "Enter not int(}
judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord: for in Thy sight shall no man
living be justified."-En.]
.
IT is It certain sign of a Christian spirit that we do not in distresses
fly to an arm of flesh for relief, but to the arm of God, and then we
are sure to be relieved in God's time.
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"Gad, a troop shall o'vercome him: but he shall overcome at the last."GENESIS xlix. 19.
"The memory of the just is blessed."-PROVERBS x. 7.

THE subject of this memoir was the wife of a respectable tradesman
living in West Street, Fareham, Hants, Mrs. R. T--. I knew the
above by sight, but I never remember speaking to her until one day,
when she was standing in the front of their little garden, with an
infant in her arms. I was passing up the pavement on the opposite
side. I was called by name, and I crossed over. Mrs. T- - said, " I
wished to speak with you. I have a book within written by Weldon,
trumpet major, I think will suit you." I thanked her, and said, "I
should like to see it." She said, "I will give it you, as we don't value
it, but I think you will." I said, "Where do you go to worship?"
She seemed pleased to tell me,and said, "I attend at the Wesleyans."
"And what progress have you made? You say you have been a hearer
some years. Were you awakened before you went, or were you 'dead
in trespasses and sins,' as all are previous to the Spirit of God
moving in the heart, or before the Word of God enters, accompanied
by the breathing of the Holy Ghost? Till then, all is barren, dead,
and lifeless, until the law, in the hand of the Spirit, is applied to
show us our lost, ruined, undone state by nature, as poor, destitute
sinners before God, who sees not as man sees, but is a Discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart; for the righteous law of God
sets our sins in the light of God's countenance, showing our fallen state
in Adam, &c." She said, ",VeIl, now, I will tell you how and when
my religion began, and the effects. I was in my bedroom, dressing, and
putting on my cap before the looking-glass. While so doing I heard
a voice. I cannot repeat the exact words now, but it was to this effect:
'You are but mortal, and you must die.' I looked round, but I saw
no onc, and I trembleu from head to foot, but told not anyone
the particulars until now; and this caused me to reflect and to
think what would become of me if I was then called to die. I then
determined to alter my course." I felt my spirit stirred within me,
and I said to her there and then, " If what you have said or related
be so-a solid and true account of your experience-you will not
continue to go there where you do now." "Oh, yes, I shall." "No,
indeed you will not. I believe God has spoken to your heart in
that instance, and He will bring you out of that blind and dutyfaith profession." "No, I shall cORtinue to go there."
"I believe
your mind will be so enlightened as to see your error, and the
emptiness of your former way of worship."
I left, and, some weeks after, I had a little more talk with her in
a general way-friendly, but not very courteous. Some time after
this I saw Mrs. T - - again, and said to her, "A minister is coming,
Mr. J--, from Downton, and he is to preach in our room. Would
you like to come and hear him? " She came, and it surprised me to see
her there, as we were branded by the nominal professors (as now)
as loose-living Antinomians; but one of the principal men of the
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Congregational people said, "You have lived long enough here to walk
all that down;" and I do know no man of God, made tender in His fear,
can go on in sin with his eyes open; hut, if Balaam-like, he may, hut
not to live near and in Jesus. Mrs. '1'-- heard tIle minister, and
his dividing the sheep from the goats, and a dead faith from a living
t~tith, and the power from the form only.
After the servicr, she said
she never saw anything like that before, and never heard such things
set forth in that way before. She seemed to sink hy fathoms, and
was in tears; and, after this, became truly concerned for the care of
her soul, and continued to come as much as family concerns ,roulcl
admit; and her husband, now living, would at times come with
her.
Now, about this time, she was taken ill, and, becoming very weak,
strength failed, and her spirits were depressed, and doubts were entor·
tained of her recovery. Our friend the minister visited us about every
month; for many years we were acquainted. He was the means, in
the hand of the Spirit, of bringing us to Christ, with many more in
the different viilages he used to pr,ss through in his rounds in and
out. He was the means of first planting a cause at 'vVest Meon and
East Meon; and, until the chapel was built, we met in a room.
But now to the account of Mrs.--, who continued very ill. I
asked this godly man if he would see Mrs. '1'--. I went with,
him. She was sitting in her chair downstairs; and, in the course
of conversation, he said to her, "If you should be called to die, do
you feel you could give up these little children into the hands of the
Lord 1" She paused, and said, "I do not think I could say that at
present." No, for she was now shut up under the law unto the faith
afterward to be revealed. She would continually send to our house
by her little girl for her tea, as we wished, except Sabbath days, at
which act of frier~dliness she seemed pleased. She still grew weaker
and worse; and now begins the hard labour and gloomy part of the
scene, under the temptations of Satan, unbelief, and sin. I was onc
night awakened by a knocking at the door. I looked out of the
window and saw Mr. '1'-- (her husband), who seemed distressed, and
said, "'vViIl you come over to my dear wife ~ She is in such a way
we don't know what to.do ""ith her, and she wishes to see you." "I
will come immediately," I said. I went, and, when I came to the bottom of the stairs, the nurse showed a light, and said, "I am so glad
you are come, Mr. 0--, for Mrs. '1'-- say" the devil is in the room,
and I can't understand her at all." I went to the bed-side, and she
was moaning and tossing from side to side, saying, "Oh, what shall I
do? Oh, what can I do ~ The devil is in the room waiting; aud, as
soon as my breath is gone, he will take me away!" She appeared ill
:m agony of mind, loaded and bowed down in anguish of spirit.
'Vhenever I went to see her before this time her hand was held out,
but no hope now appeared. All seemed desperation, and giving ,,'ay
to the great enemy. I sat amazed for some little time, but, interl'UjJL.
ing ,her mournful cry, "I shall soon be gone, and the devil is waitill~
for me!" I said, "Now, Mrs. '1'--, will you be qniet a few minute',
and hear what the Holy Spirit said by David's mouth, when he hacl
time to bethink himself, at such a time of distress: 'Why art thOLl
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cast down, 0 my'son11' &c. 'Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise
Him who is the health of my countenance, and my God.' Now, consider
for a moment where you were when I first saw you, when you gave
me that good book, that spoke of that dear man's experience and
deep trouble about his soul's eternal welfare, and how the Lord
appeared at last for him, to take away all his sins, and to wash
them away in His own blood (Rev. i.), and spake comfortably to him,
and brought him out, and gave testimony to his glorious end." This
seemed to have considerable weight and effect, in tracing this and more
of the footsteps of the flock in that part that is gone before. 'When I
was called by her husband, it was midnight; but now, after reading, &c.,
day just began to dawn, and I saw Satan and unbelief begin to
give way to a rising hope and a little expectation. Her countenance
seemed to brighten, and I could see plainly the stormy wind and
waves beginning to calm in the mind, and I said, "Now you can
spare me, as I have business to attend to, can't you 1" " Yes,"
placidly she replied, "you can go now. Thank you very much for
your trouble." " No trouble," I replied. "I am most happy to see you
so much better and more comfortable, my friend."
Some time after this she grew much worse and more weak, and
again her husband came about midnight to call me, asking me to come
over. He said, "My dear wife wants to see you. She is so bad,
we don't know what to do. She can't contain herself." I went, and
the scene was much as before, but then again she became more
calm and peaceful before I left.
Some weeks after, about half-past three in the morning, they
thought she was dying, and wished me to come; but we had a godly
young person, about twenty-five years of age, staying with us, and we
called her up. As her husband said they could not keep her in bed,
I thought it more proper to ask this young person to go. She
went, and came back about six or seven o'clock. I was anxious
to know the result, asking her how it was with Mrs. T--. She
replied, "She is gone; she is no more." I said, "Well now, do tell us
all particulars, and how it ended." "I will," she said. "Some little
time before she dre\y her last breath, she made an effort, raising
both hands, and said, 'He is come! He is come! He is come! He
told me He would come!' and she passed away-gone, for ever gone!"
Thus ended this most tenible conflict-a painful scene-the most
painful that I ever beheld. Three witnesses are still living to bear
testimony to the above statement.
PaTe!t(trn, October 2nd, 1878.
G. O.
vYHlm the Holy Spirit renews the heart, and a sense of God's favour
is firmly fixed there, then the mind becomes exercised on spiritual
objects, and wants to break forth in various ways of gratitude, love,
and praise to the Author of all. The individual exclaims, "Oh, the
riches of electing love! Oh, the wonders of distinguishing grace!
Lord, what shall I render 1" Thus we enter into the feelings of the
prophet (Jer. xx. 9); we feel a burning fire; and this inward feeling
of the heart is seen in its outward demonstrations.
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THE COMING CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

My BELOVED BRETHREN AND SISTERS IN A CRUCIFIED AND RISEN
SAVIOUR,-I thank God that I am spared to invite you to our
Seventeenth Annual Clifton Conference of all believers in Jesus. In
reference to it, let me, as usual, offer a few observations, which I pray
God to bless to us all.
There are two subjects which all professing Christians hold to be
of the greatest moment-I, The way by which the largest amount
of good in this world is to be attained; 2, The way by which God
is to be for ever enjoyed.
There are many opinions broached touching both subjects. Had
man continued upright, this could not have been; but, apostatizing
from God, he has "found out many inventions;" and so he forms
and expresses his opinion, not according to God's teac1J.ing, but from
that now favourite depository of depravp,d human wisdom, his "inner
consciousness," which means just what man in his ignorance imagines,
or in his presumption arrogates to himself.
The Christian has no appeal but to the V-lord of God. He cannot
either form a judgment for himself, or enter the lists against others
who differ from him, on any ground but that of divine revelation.
God has spoken on these subjects as well as all others affecting
man's present and future welfare; and, blessed bo His name, He
has spoken so clearly and fully that no doubt on either subject seems
admissible. But we have to take into account the fact that all men
have not faith, and that some even of the Lord's people are weak in
the faith, and, because of that infirmit.y, are more or less subject to
influence by human opinion upon questions affecting both the present
and the future, and to the adoption of religious systems built up
partly upon the Scriptures and partly upon human tradition or invention.
Let us, at our forthcoming Conference, and in the Lord's name, take
up these two subjects; and, in the spirit of calm, enlightened, Godhonouring wisdom, discuss the testimony of Scripture as to what God
means when He uses the language, "It shall be well with him;"
whether He refers to a man's career in this world, or to his destiny
in the world to come. We can scarcely indeed separate the two
states or conditions, for the man who enjoys God's blessing in time
is sure to carry that blessing into eternity; and he who carries the
curse of unpardoned sin with him to the grave surely cannot expect
to escape the awful sentence, "Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels," which, according
to our Lord's unerring testimony, will be pronounced by Him at His
coming in His kingdom.
There is a certain notion now spreading among men, though perhaps
not peculiar to our times, that it will be well with mankind at last,
whether the broad or the narrow way be occupied-whether we serve
God, or serve Him not. This is certainly not according to the Word
of God, nor is it said to be. It comes from certain inner convictions
that some parties profess to have concerning God-His character, feelings, and purposes-differing essentially from the inspired portraiture
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which He has condescended to give us of Himself in His own Book.
It proceeds from the demand which fallen human nature has ever made
to frame a God for itself, and not to be compelled to accept the God
of the Bible. The Israelites, who waited impatiently for the return of
Moses from his interview with God, greatly preferred the golden calf
-the embodiment of their idea of J ehovah-to any views on the
subject which either God Himself or His servant Moses had put
before them; and the great majority of the ten tribes accepted readily
from Jeroboam his wretched counterfeits at Bethel and Dan, as more
congenial to their carnal taste than the Divine Original filling the
temple at Jerusalem with His presence and His praise.
We are plainly told that "the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God "-which, I apprehend, embraces the whole character of Godmust be seen, if at all, "in the face of Jesus Christ," and that by the
creative power of Him who said, "Let there be light, and there was
light;" which establishes two facts, namely, that, independently of the
Lord Jesus, there is no correct acquaintance with God, as there is no
good of any sort; and, secondly, that God can be seen only by His
own light; and, as eternal life depends on the knowledge of God and
of Him whom He hath sent, we are simply sh1'l.t up to the revelation of
God in Christ for everything to guide and cheer us poor dying ones in
time, and to enrich us in eternity.
As wc owe this testimony to God the Holy Ghost, we may well
believe that the carnal mind is not prepared to apprehend it. Hence
we must expect some divergence from it in the case of those who prefer
to consult their own judgment in reference to the solemn realities which
it embraces, instead of accepting what God says. This fact divides the
subject of man's present and future into two parts_I, human opinion;
and 2, divine revelation, which I suggest as the topics to be treated at
our Conference this year. Let me express them in the language of
inspiration-I, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; but
the end thereof are the ways of death" (Prov. xiv. 12); 2, "I am the
vVay, the Truth, and the Life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by Mc" (John xiv. 6). These, taken in their present order, will supply
us with abundant matter for our two days' meditation. May the Lord
the Spirit own and use them.
vVe shall assemble, the Lord permitting, on our appointed days, the
first Tuesday and Wednesday in October-October 7th and 8th, 1879.
Hospitality will, as heretofore, be provided for those brethren who
will kindly signify to me, or Miss W oollcombe, 10, York Place, Clifton,
on or before Saturday, September 20th, their intention to be present at
the Conference, and their need of accommodation during their stay.
I am, my dear friends, with increased affection, your brother in the
Gospel of Jesus Christ,
SAMUEL ABItAHAl\{ 'WALKER,

Rector of St. Mary-le-Port, Bristol.
Widcombe V'illet, Richmond Hill, Clijton, B1"istol.
The Conference will, as usual, assemble (D.Y.) in the Victoria Rooms,
Clifton, each day, at eleven o'clock a.m., and at seven p.m. Dinner
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(for which tickets, at 2s. each, will be issued during the Conference) will
be provided within the building, at half-past one o'clock, and tea at five..
The intervals between the meetings will, as heretofore, be devoted to
prayer-meetings, Bible readings, addresses, free conversations, &c.
Our local friends are reminded that meetings for prayer will be held,
as before, at the Victoria Rooms, on the three Friday evenings, September 19tb, 26th, and October 3rd, preceding tbe Conference, and also
on Monday evening, October 6tb, to ask the Lord's blessing on our
proceedings, and on ourselves and others, that, as the effect of these
meetings, His work may be done in us and by us.

THE PARALYTIC OF PLANCHAMP.
ABRIDGED

FRO~[

THE FRENCH OF PASTOR CHAVAKNES.

ON tbat southern shore of the Lake of Geneva, which has been so
eloquently described by two gifted writers, who, alas! did not consecrate
their brilliant talents to God's service (we refer to Byron and Rousseau),
stands the ancient castle of Cbatelard. Behind the castle, between the
hill which it crowns and the still loftier Alps, is to be seen a narrow
plain, on which stands a little hamlet, consisting of a few cottages,
which look as if they had dropped there by chance.
Let us enter one of tbe most miserable-looking of these cottages, for
within it a spectacle nobler than lake or mountain will meet our eyes.
The humble kitchen into which the front door opens has no other floor
than the ground. The room is very tiny, but is perfectly clean and
neab. If we raise our voice in order to claim the presence of the
inhabitants of the cottage, someone in the adjoining apartment will
invite us in friendly tones to enter in by the partly open door which we
see before us. Let us accept the invitation, and penetrate into the sanctuary. Yes, it is a sanctuary, for it is a spot where faith, hope, and love
are strongly exhibiting themselves. That which we notice first on entering the little room is, not its occupant, but the bed and table, which
seem almost to fill it. Everything is in perfect order, and the daylight
comes in clearly through carefully cleaned windows. But whose was
the voice that addressed us 7 He is lying upon the bed, of which the
neatly-arranged counterpane and the linen-coarse indeed, but without a
crease to mar its perfect smoothness-scarcely suggest the idea of a bedridden invalid. But he whom we see lying.there is totally incapacitatecl
from any sort of movement beyond a slight inclination of the head.
He enjoys the use of his senses, but his limbs are entirely helpless. For
years he has been lying in this condition. If you look up, you will see,
beside the tester of the bed, a curious contrivance-a sort of windlass
-which a kind neighbour has managed to construct with his own hands,
and which he comes in every day to put in motion, in order that the invalid may be spared the suffering previously caused him by being lifted to
have his bed made. By means of linen cloths passed under his body, alid'
strongly knotted to cords which are fastened to this sort of double capstan,
his helpless and suffering person is able to be moved without shaking.
But it is not alone by sickness and suffering, nor by a body covered
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with wounds, by which thisafRicted child of God is tried. He lies also
under the pressure of deep poverty. He is alone all day, in consequence
of his wife-his only companion-being compelled to quit him every
morning (after having placed him as comfortably as she can for the
day) to gain by field-work the scanty pittance upon which they live.
A small allowance from the parish adds a trifle to their income (of
which he was afterwards deprived, as the latter portion of this narrative
shows), and from time to time the unsought bounty of one or two
friends at a distance procures them a few of the comforts of life.
But, if you question this man as to his condition and his feelings,
he will unhesitatingly reply, and in no querulous or embittered tone,
that he is perfectly happy-nay, more, that he never tasted true
happiness till he ,was cast upon a bed of pain.
His short and
simple history will furnish you with the key to this apparent contradiction. He had reached the age of fifty-five before he had ever
experienced any kind of sickness. His faultless bodily health and great
vigour proved, however, but incentives to vanity and presumption. He
exulted in his physical strength, instead of giving the glory to God.
He had neither been a dishonest nor an immoral man, and, with
the exception of occasional intemperance-a vice, alas! too common in a
vine-growing country, where wine is extremely cheap-had never fallen
into flagrant open sin. But his soul had been a stranger to the things
of God. His thoughts were of the earth, earthy. Heaven, eternity, salvation, were to him mere words to which he attached no definite meaning.
But sickness, in the form of a most strange and unusual disease, came
upon him with the suddenness of a thunder-clap. It commenced with
the most acute and unremitting sufferings. The poor man was at first
plunged into despair. His cries, his murmurs, and his blasphemies
appalled those about him. He entreated them to put an end to his lifeto terminate by a pistol-shot his miserable existence. Those around
llim, plunged, alas! in the same spiritual death with himself, had nothing
to offer but ineffectual pity and trite observations on the sinfulness of such
ideas.
A bdy residing uSlULlly in the town of Vevay, but spending a short
time among the mountains for the benefit of her health, happened in
the neighbourhood where she had established her temporary home to
hear of this unhappy sufferer. She determined upon paying him a visit,
and took the opportunity while with him of directing his attention to
the sources of consolation afforded us by the Word of God. He listened
at first merely from politeness, but the faith and Christian love of his
visitor, and the prayers offered up by her on his behalf, were not to remain
fruitless. Little by little the poor man's eyes became opened to spiritual
things, his heart became convinced of its sinfulness, and he learned to
submit with patience to the chastisement sent to him by an all-wise God.
He heard the words of pardon which Jesus has made known to a guilty
world, and received them by faith into his heart.
From that time forward, there was a total change in that man's life.
Irritability gave way to patience, and murmuring to submission, and the
"peace which passeth all understanding" was shed abroad in his heart.
The neighbours, who before had been shocked at his impatience, were
astonished at this change in the invalid; and, in many cases, his con-
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sistent example and pious words won over to the love of the truth
those who had been indifferent, or even opposed to it. His wife's
conversion was one of the first-fruits of his. His bed was as a pulpit,
from which he made known, with all the authority personal experience
alone gives, the free grace of the Saviour, and the consolations of God's
Word. Yet, by the grace of God, he was wonderfully preserved in a
lowly, humble frame of mind, and kept from all temptations to spiritual
He had indeed his temptations and his struggles, which
pride.
appeared to attack him in his solitary hours, though this was a subject
of which he evidently shrank from speaking.
His faith was put to a severe test when, for some reason or other,
the parish authorities determined upon diminishing the allowanceslender as it was-which they had been in the habit of making him.
He supported this additional drop in his already bitter cup with unmurmuring patience and resignation. But this new trial was not to
last long. From the instant the circumstance became known, offerings
of Ohristian love poured in abundantly, and, during the last years
of his earthly pilgrimage, raised him completely above want.
After more than ten years of patient suffering the hour of his
departure came, to deliver him from all pain and sorrow, and to introduce him into the kingrlom of J osus Ohrist. His end was peaceful
and free from pain. Grace abounded, ancI filled him with unshaken
faith and humble confidence. His memory is still revered in the
neighbourhood where he lived and died; and his simple history, wherever
it has been related, has brought beneficial results, by exhibiting as it
does in so striking a light the power of divine grace.
JANET.

GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the EditoT of the Gospel Magazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-With earnest prayer for instruction, I am watching
with deep concern the wholesale losses and almost unprecedented
confusion of our troops in Zululand; and, while the secular papers of
the day are vaguely talmg of the wOTkings of fatality at the seat of
war, I am seriously asking myself if this unhappy campaign will prove
the beginning of military sorrows to this country, for her past ingratitude
and increasing departure from the living God 1 By the time this letter
will appear in print, a man of subtle intellect will have taken over
command at the. Oape; and, should Sir Garnet vVolseley find himself
face to face with fresh disaster, I think it may be pretty safely asserted
that God has begun an awful reckoning with this once Protestant and
Calvinistic land of England.
It was on the 2nd of August, 1870, the late Emperor Napoleon
telegraphed to Paris that the Prince Imperial had received his" baptism
of fire," and on the 1st of June, 1879, or Whit Sunday, this brave young
man was killed under the most deplorable circumstances in South Africa,
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leaving his widowed mother to travel the same path of similar sufferings
as those which prostrated thousands of widows and orphans made by
the Franco-German war. Whilst deeply sympathizing with the Empress
at Chislehurst, and praying that the Lord may sustain and bless "her in
the depth of her great sorrow, one is prompted to ask the question"What is the pomp of Emperors? the parade
Of soldiers and sailors 7 even as the mists
Of the gray morn J;lefore the rising sun,
That pass away and perish. Earthly things
Are but the transient pageants of an hour;
And earthly pride is like the passing flower
That springs to fall, and blossoms but to die."

It is our mercy and comfort to know that, amid the tramp of armies
and the crumbling of earthly things, everyone of the family of
God is and must be saved with an everlasting salvation. These can
never be finally mixed up with either the world or mere professors,
so long as it is written in the Scriptures of truth, "If it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect;" and, "He shall see of the travail
1.01' all the travail] of His soul, and shall be satisfied." Take the ease
of a wild, reckless youth, in a moment of excitement, or driven to
it by destitution, enlists into a regiment or joins a ship of war. After
he has been some time in the ranks, or on the lower deck of his vessel,
the Loru is pleased to quicken his soul into spiritual life. In this
way-as few, being Christians, go into either of the services-the
Gospel net takes many an elect vessel of mercy; and it is the work
of this Mission to fish up and bring them to land as the Lord sees fit.
The following touching and ingenuous letter, written by a sub-officer
of many years' standing, and addressed to a sister of my late army
companion, will speak for itself on this subject, as well as show the
great temptations and perilous life peculiar to the soldier in India:New Yea1"s Day, 1879.
My POOR DEAR REBECCA,-I received your dear letter this morning. How
grieved I am about you I cannot tell in words. Remember you-yes, I should
think I do; and often and often during the long years I have been in India have
I thought of you, and wondered where you were. I have often met some
who have come out fresh from the old country, but I could learn little of any of
you, and I never wrote hardly to anybody, for many reasons, for some years
past. Not that I was not anxious to know about the old folks at home, but I
had grown apathetic and thoughtless, and many times had an idea of staying in
India altogether. In truth, for a long time after dear Hannah's death, I
was utterly careless of what I did, and of what people "thought or said of me,
instead of accepting the generous teaching of a faithful conscience, and the
good advice of many dear friends who loved me for my own sake. I gradually
grew, from drowning sorrow and care with drink, to be-as everyone proclaimed me, so I suppose it was true-A. DRUNKARD. I, who had always kept
myself through a hundred temptations-who always bore such a high character
-was always governed and actuated by strong and so-called religious feelings
--'-fell headlong one of the victims to strong drink. There are many extenuating circumstances I might plead, but they would be, as they have been,
useless. The fact is, I was living without God, and He left me to my own
devices, and it has ended in this degradation, the penalty of which I am now
enduring and have caused others to endure. The insane folly of drinking
leaves' one altogether heedless of all cantion, destroys all self-respect. Everyo 0
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thing, no matter how cherished or dear-all is sacrificed to satisfy the evercraving desire of the drullkard's appetite. Yet, strange, in all this time I
loved not drink for its own sake. I could not bear the society of a drunken
person. I hated to be pitied by anybudy; and I often had times when I
left it altogether, and these were times of deep remorse and anguish. Oh,
God, if I had listened to the promptings within, and the advice of friendg,
I should have been saved this terrible urdeal! But it seemed that it was
not to be, but tvhat was, was to be, and I accepted my fate, aud, like the
Mahometans, called it KIS~IET.
I am a strangely good-natured fellow, and I have given my last rupee and
the coat off my back to a poorer man thi1n myself. It is this good nature,
unwisely used, that led me to be fond of society, which, in India, leads as a
sure consequence to excessive driuking-i1 habit there that all Europeans easily
fall into, and very few have the courage or desire to break off, until it ends in
degradation, dishonour, or death. I confess this all freely to you, for your
letters have come to me like oil on troubled watM·S.
I had a letter from J olm a few days ago, in which he condemned me, and
he had heard the life I had been leading, &c. This aroused all my bitterest
and most antagonistic feelings. Any who are offended with me for what has
happened need not renew their acquaintance or knowledge of me; but, if they
knew the punishment I have had, and the agony of my mind at times, the
least they can do is to refrain from adding more to my burden, and pray
that I may obtain forgiveness where I have most offended.
I trust it will be found that God has forgiven me; and my present wife,
a brave little woman, has never once saicl a word to condemn me; but,
when the trouble came, stood well beside me, and, like a true helpmeet, bade
me look up, and, with her by Illy side, face the world, and fight up again.
And so we have; and, thank God, we are happier to-day-a thousand times
more than I was on New Year's Day, 1878. The rude, rough shock woke
me up completely; ,md, though a long time groping about, my eyes at length
were opened to the true state of my soul, and now, by God's grace, I know
myself a person with higher views of life, and in lily hear!; a deep yearning
and longing for a more intimate knowledge of Ohrist. My way is not very
clear yet. I have not experienced a felt remission of my sins through His
most precious blood, nor the sweet satisfaction of being assured of Christ's
presence in my heart; but I cling to the promise, "All that the Father
giveth Me sh,.ll cume to Me; and him that cometh to Me, I will in no wis.e
cast out!"
I have had a hard fight against sins and old habits, and even now am
stru):fgling for bare spiritual existence. I know the Bible is so full of promises of eternal love and help on the one hand, and- threats of damnation on
the other; but I alll still groping in the dark. I cannot g1'asp the one and
fea1' the other, as you have done; but still there is this little light shining"Just as I am, without one plea,
'J.'nlstillfl Thy blood was shed for me,
o Lamb of God, I come!"
I pray so earnestly to.:> for the teaching of the Holy Spirit, but at times I
am almost tempted to give the whole thing up in despair, My repeated failings in a neIV life give room fur the devil to prompt me that it is no use
wat.ehing, and that God has forgotten me altogether. Sometimes I cannot
pray at all; all my soul seems a bhtllk; but" the Lord know"th the way th,.t
I take; and when He hath tried me," I trust I shall come forth as "a cho;len
vessel unto honour."
My dear Rebecca, I do not know that I should have written SllCh a 1 ng
letter to anybody else whom I know, but your kind letters have boen suoh
words of love and messages of healing power to my soul, that I could nQt
refrain from telling you all this. I and my wife are happy and (;()iltontod
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with 01ll' Ca?·th~y lot. Brighter days will come a!jnin by-a11,d-bye perhaps. vVe
had another little daughter born on the 20th of last month. "Ve lmve now six
children, and they are all well, th,wk God. I luwo bean a totn'! ahsbtiner now
nearly nine months, and, with tho help of the Lord, 1 will be so 'Lll the days
of my life. Meanwhile, give our love to grandmother and all enquiring friends
at - - . But I am getting an old man, now thirty-seven ye:1.rs, :1.lId the world
has made Juany wondrous changtls since I left h0>11e. Think of me as the olel
man. I shall expect a letter from you again; bllt [ will write to you whether
it comes or not. God bless you for so much kindness and loving symp,\thy ;
and may the unchanging Saviour of poor sinners be ever present with you
is the prayer of your eVeJ;.~loving, though careless brother,
B.

The usefulness of this Mission being now widely recognised, it is hoped
that an extenclecl support will he given, to aid the endeavours to carry
out moro fully the objects for which it is founded. Much of our time
is spont in receiving, reading, and closely examining the large heaps of
bound volumes, magazines, papers, and communications which flow in
from most parts of the United Kingdom, to the amount of over five
h1mcl1'ecl1L'1dght every month. In consequence of this increasecl interest
. taken in the work, and the heavy general expenses attending the
Mission, wc have been eompelle<f to stop the purchase of all Ilew
magazines for the present. It is not that the funds have fallen off,
but rather increased when compared with last year j and it is not that
the writer has been obliged to appl'opriate any of the Society's receipts
to himself, as the Lord still enables him, though now without a single
penny of any salaTY 01' private means of support, to cast all his care upon
. ONE who careth for him.
The large number of fresh applicants for
monthly parcels of reading, together with the wonderful opportunities
wc have among our soldiers and sailors of sowing the' seed to the
honour and glory of God, lead us to ask all lovers of free grace to
render the work every assistanco ill their power, so that the Mi'ssion
may balance itself by the (md of September, when the sixth annual
Collecting cards and other papers can be
'report will be pub11shed.
obtained at my address, Devizes Road, Salisbury.
" Jesus! stand among us
In Thy risen power;
Let this time of labour
Be a hallowed hour.

"Breathe the Holy Spirit
Into every heart ;
Bid the fears and sorrows
From each soul depart.

"Thus, with quickened footsteps,
'We'll pursue our way,
Watching for the dawning
Of the eternal day! "

I remain, my dear friend, yours in Gospel fellowship,
July 5th, 1879.
CHARLES BRIDER.
SOME people begill matters at the wrong end. They say, "If we
love God, God will love ns." 1 can't think where they find this. Their
Bibles must bo contrary to mine, for mina says, "'vVe love God because
I~ first loved us."
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AROHDEAOON DENISON AND "THE PRIEST IN
ABSOLUTION."
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine.
SIR,-I note the remarks of Archdeacon Denison, which you quote
(in a review of the Notes of his Life, in your August number), with
reference to "The Priest in Absolution;" and I cannot refrain from
expressing my surprise that he should have ventured to use such
language. I have in my possession one of the very few copies of this
notorious work which are in existence, and I may mention that it has no
printer's name to it, nor is the authorship in any way avowed, neither
does anyone accept the responsibility of its publication. Were it
otherwise, there is little doubt that a prosecution would be speedily
commenced by one of the Societies for the Suppression of Vice against
those who, by the production and publication of this work, have done
so much to deprave the public morals.
As it is, I can only repeat
the statement which has been frequently made, that there are
many pages in this disgusting book which none of its professed
.admirers dare read aloud even to ~he adult male members of any
congregation.
. I may mention that such is the character of the book that I keep
it under lock and key, and have declined to comply with the numerous
requests that have been made for the loan of the copy I have,
which, however, I shall be happy to show to you, Mr. Editor, should
you desire it.
Yours, &c.,
A FATHER, AND A MEr.ffiER OF THE OHURCH OF ENGLAND.

A WIDOW'S TESTIMONY FOR A FAITHFUL AND ALLSUFFICIENT GOD.
To the Edit01' of the Gospel Magazine,
DEAR SIR,-I trust you will excuse me if I err in addressing you.
I have been much perplexed about it, fearing my motive, if it be for
the glory of God. Theso lines seem to be on my mind-=--" Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in un thankfulness,
And without praises die."

Your opening piece in this month's Magazine on "Application," the
"Wayside Notes," and Mr. Wilcockson's "Interminglings of Goodness
and Mercy," raised in my mind a desire to record what I trust and
believe to be the Lord's teaching in my own soul, during a severe
trial and affliction, in the sickness and death of my beloved husband.
It is rather more than a year since, in the fifty-first year of his age,
he was suddenly seized with chill and inflammation of the lungs, and
in about eight days was a corpse, leaving me with eight young children.
The whole week of his illness I seemed upheld with a power that I
felt to be more than natural, enabling me to bear and go through my
necessary duties with calmness. The words quoted by Ml'. Wilcock-

The Gospel Magazine.

517

son in reference to his dear child, "This sickness is not unto death,
but for the glory of God," rested upon my mind, and caused me to
hope my husband's life would yet be spared. When nearly past hope,
on my knees, pleading with God, Hebrews xi. 35, " Women received their
dead raised to life again," seemed to me almost as though, by a
miracle, he would yet be raised; but, when death had done its work,
the last breath drawn, "my hope seemed perished from the Lord."
Where was the word on which He had ca.used me to hope ~ It seemed
but a cruel mockery. I was almost in despair; for where could I
look for help or comfort ~ My eldest child, on awaking, said to me,
"I cannot think papa is dead. He looked so natural, he must be in'
a trance. Do see that he is not buried." How quickly I went to see
if such a thing might be! No; it was too true; the cold, stiff limbs
told but too plainly he was dead. The day before the funeral, when
asked if I would go to the grave, I could not tell; but, on awaking
in the morning, with almost the first dawn of day, such a heavenly
blessedness seemed to shine into my soul. Hebrews xii. 18-24 was
opened to my view: "For ye are not come unto the mount that might
be touched, but unto the heavenly. Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and Church of the Firstborn,
which are written in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the
spirits of just men made perfect," &c. Your friend observes" Living tongues are dumb at best;
We must die to speak of Christ;"

and so I feel. I cannot describe the comfort and consolation I had
in feeling my dear husband was amongst those just ones, and I also
was permitted to sbare in their joy. I said to my daughter, "We will
go to the grave when your father is buried. I feel I could sing there" 'JeSUB, who came to save,
The Lamb for sinners slain,
Perfumed the chambers of the grave,
And made e'en death our gain.'"

I think for weeks I went in the strength of that meat, realizing in
some measure that "man shall not live by bread alone, but by the
word of the Lord;" and that, as He had spoken, the sickness was not
unto death, but life eternal, and I did receive my dead husband raised
to overlastinglife and glory. I could no longer feel rebellious, but
submissive, and read with pleasure Romaine's " Walk and Triumph of
Faith," and felt that it is not in anger, but from His dear covenant
love, He chastens and afflicts.
I hope I have not written too much. If you consider it may be
useful, or in any way tend to show forth the love and tender compassion of a loving Saviour, I leave it in your hands, and remain,
Dear sir, yours respectfully
Tetb~t1'Y,

July 22nd, 1879.

E.B.

[The foregoing is a prflcious testimony in support of divine faithfulness; and what an example does it afford of what the Lord's sustaining
power under His wise and Fatherly discipline! How blessed it is to be
able to set one's own personal seal to what He is as the compassionate,
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considerate, loving Father, Friend, Husband, Brother-yea, the" Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother," the Friend that loveth at all times!
And the lessons! never to be forgotten! the unction, the dew, the
powel', never-no, never--to loso its inward overspro[t(li ng inHuence
upon the soul. Love-whispers vibrating to the very hearL's coro, down,
down, down in the deepest depths, such as the Lord's Jonahs, aJthflugh
for a season, as it were, in the very "belly of hell," can never afterwards lose sight of, because there they Itearnt the never-to-be-fol'glltten
lesson that "SALVATIO:-< IS OF THE LORD." Yes, in its design-in the
every jot and tittle of its ministration-amid the sins, sorrtlWS, [mel
sufferings of life-as well as in the glory afterwards and eternally to
be revealed. Ah! mere theory-idle talk-vague speculations-ompty
notions-untried armour to face Philistine giants-will not suit for
dept,hs and experiences wherein lessons are taught by the Great Teacher
in His own way, and for His own gracious ends and purposes-namely,
His own glory and the present and eternal good of His redeemed
ones.-ED.]

!ltbiems nnb

~lotices
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The Song of Solomon arranged faT Sltnday Reading. With Meditations on
each Portion. By the Very Rev. HENRY LAW, M.A., Dean of
Gloucester. London: Hamilton, Adams, and Co.
"VE rejoice, in these days of declension and amid the aboundings and
snperaboundings of error, to find here and there a dignitary of the
Church of Englaud speaking out, as it behoves such to do. The
trumpet of the Dean of Gloucester has long been known as giving
"no uncertain sound." His" Christ is All," as well as "Beacons of
the Bible," "Forgiveness of Sins," and other works from his pen, will
stand and be appreciated by the living in Jerusalem, whilst numberless other productions professing godliness will be consigned to a wellmerited obscurity. It is only the effusions of divine life, light, and
liberty that will stand the test of time and experionce. Reader, how
seldom do wc hear from men in high places such terms as are to be
met with in the following extract from the Dean of Gloucester's comments
upon Solomon's Song iii. 9, 10, namely, "Gospel scheme," "covenant of
grace," "Jehovah's love," "the Father loves," "Jesus loves," ." the Holy
Spirit loves," "In the plenitude of His grace He condescends to seek
them in their low estate."
In this instructive picture (says the talented author), we may vividly
discern the plan and arrangement of the Gospel scheme, and the provisions
of the covenant of grace. To form this structure, Heaven bestows its choicest
possessions. But· the pavement for the feet claims first attention. It is
. Jehovah's love. The thought baffles all power to express: but faith delights
to contemplate the reality. The Father loves, and designs a scheme to rescue
His beloved ones from. their misery, and to bring them in triumph,
thoroughly meetened for His heavenly home. Jesus loves, and accepts them
as His bride-His jewels-His choice treasure-the sheep of His pastnrothe deligM of His heart.
Ho comes to save, flying on the wings of love.
He strides in love over every opposing barrier. In love He vanC[uishes their
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every foe-bursts the prison which immured them-pays their every debtworks out for them vestments meet for His bride. In love He woos them,
ttlkes possession of their hearts, and rests not until He presents them pure
and blameless in the presenCll of Bis Father.
The Holy Spirit love3. In the plenitude of His grace He condescends to
seek them in their low estate. By His sanctifying power He cle,tnses them
from inward filth. He opens their eyes, that they may see Christ's finished
work. He unlocks their ears, that they may listen to His inviting calls.
He wins their hearts, that Jesus may be welcomed to occupy the throne.
Such is the love which constitutes the basis of this bridal chariot: Let us
gaze on it till our every faculty be melted into responding love, and until
we can in truth exclaim, "Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest
that we love 1'hee."

Trinity r!.1jmns for the Worship of the Three-One Jehovah in Faith and Love.
London: Trinity Chapel, Devonshire I{oad, Hackney.
ON a former occasion we called attention to this admirable selection of
hymns and sacred songs. Those only who have been en&aged personally
in compiling a hymn-book can be aware of the amount of labour it
Olltails. Our belovr,d brother and fellow-labourer in the Lord (Mr.
VAUGHAN) has, in his work of faith and labour of love, kept steadily in
view in this compilation what is due to Jehovah, in His Trinity of Persons,
as the Designer, Executor, and final Accomplisher of the grand redemption scheme. He has, at the same time, kept prominently before him
what are the requirements of Jehovah's one Church as she passes
onward and homeward through a waste howling wilderness to her
eternal inheritance. Here, tllen, are songs, in rich and blessed variety,
for her adoptiou whilst on pilgrimage. The book is admirably adapted
for private and social use, as well as for the more public services of
the sanctuary. 'Ve cannot speak in too strong terms of commendation
of this excellent selection.
Grove Chapel Tracts.

Father O'Leary.

By THOJliIAS BRADBURY.

THERE may be such stoics as can read this most touching and telling
narrative unmoved; but, if there are such, we don't envy them. If
there be no emotion-no heart response-no adoring wonder enkindled
in the contemplation of w~~at trophies rich and free and sovereign
grace can secure for the trmmph and the glory of the God of all
grace, we should doubt the practical and experimental operations of
the selfsame grace in such indifferent and unmoved reader's heart.
So precious and so powerful is this testimony of the conversion and
call to the sacred ministry of the Word of this Father O'Learr, a
former priest of the apostate Church of Rome, that most gladly (had
,ve space) would we transfer the 'whole of it to these pages. In our
inability to do this, we, iu lieu thr.reof, strongly urge our readers to
purchase the tract itself. It is worthy of being circulated to the tune
not merely of tens, but of hundreds, of thousands.
The Russo-Porish Jew. A Narrative of the Conversion from the Darkness of Jlldaism to the Light and LiberLy of the Gospel of Christ, of
ISAAC LEVINSOHN. London: Robert Banks.
WE read this narrative with intense interest, as it appeared from time
to time in a series of letters in the Em·then Vessel, and most deeply
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did we sympathise with the narrator in the bitter persecutions which he
was called to undergo for the truth's sake. We felt, as we read, that
only a divine arm could sustain under the keen flesh-and-bloqd sacrifices
which he was called to make on account of his renunciation of Judaism.
This narrative will have, 'we trust, the wide circulation to which it is so
justly entitled.
Scenes Taken from Life " 01', The Pilgrim of Eshe1' Castle. An Original
Narr(l,tive. With an Introductory Essay byJ. W. STANFORD, author of
"Scenes Beyond the Grave." London: Robert Banks.
THE leading feature in this narrative is the delineation of character,
in which the crafty influences and subtle operations of Popery are so
forcibly and truthfully represented. Such a book may well command
an attentive reading at the present juncture of our Church and nation,
when the Apostacy is countenanced and encouraged to a most fearful and
destructive extent.
The Hymnal Companion to the Book oj Common Prayer. Revised and
enlarged edition. London: Sampson Low, Marston, and Co.
WE are exceedingly pleased with this hymn-book. It contains 550
hymns, judiciously selected, and can be obtained at any price, from Id.
upwards.
The Hymnal Companion to the Boole of Common Prayer, with accompanying
Tunes. Under the Musical Editorship of J. T. COOPER, Organist of
Christ Church, Newgate Street, and of Christ's Hospital.
TIlE best tune-book, by a long way, that we have yet met with.
Admirably adapted for congregational and family use. We have gone
carefully through the whole book.. and can heartily recommend it.
The tunes, about 360 in number, comprise a great variety, and some of
the sweetest compositions of Mendelssohn, Hadyn, Mozart, Beethoven,
&c. The quarto edition forms a noble book, and is very clearly printed.
Home Comf01·ts.-This little book is neatly got up, and: contains a
hundred short articles connf'cted with household matters, but it is
specially printed for the purpose of giving prominence to the use of
Gelatine. The recipes are certainly of value jand, as economy in the
kitchen is a great feature, its perusal can be recommended to al1.M01'ning Post.
Received : -The " Gardener's Magazine;" "Hand and Heart j "
"The Shipwrecked Mariner;" "Home Words;" "The Christian j "
"The British Workwoman j" "The British Juvenile j" "The Sower;"
"The Fireside j" "The Day of Days;" "Night and Day;" "Golden
Hours;" "Sunshine;" &c.

OH, sirs, whatever you do, take care that you do not rest on anything but God's Word, and that will bring in true comforts, solid comforts, holy comforts, lasting comforts, everlasting comforts.-Romaine.
ALL who preach conditions of salvation on our part pervert the
Gospel, and turn it upside down.

