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THE TEACHINGS AND TRIUMPHS OF BETHANY.
(Collcltlded from p«ge 453.)

vV' E turn once again to those wondrous scenes at Bethany, where

.

we read that "when Jesus had thus spoken"-that is, to His
Father! Mark this, beloved; to the Father first, then to the
dead! Notable example! precious pattern for the Lord's ministers
86pecially. First, to betake themselves to the Lord Himself; then,
and not until then, to poor fallen fellow-sinners! How matters
are reversed, and what mistakes are made, in this respect! Too
frequently-aye, too much as a matter of course-is the sinner
addressed first, and, if at all, the Lord afterwards !
How unlike this to the scene presented to the prophet Ezekiel,
in the valley of dry bones! "The hand of the Lord was upon
me," saith he, " and carried me out in the Spirit of the Lord, and
-set me down in the valley which was full of bones, and caused me
to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were very many in
the open valley; and, 10, they were very dry." Bones, mark, reader,
and very dry! Not merely dearth, but deathliness-yea, DEATH
itself! An entire absence of the very semblance of life! What a
picture! what a prospect!
What hope? Whence the use of
trying to be of any service? Ah! so says Reason. Nevertheless,
under these circumstances comes the question, and a great question
it was, "Son of man, can these dry bones live?" We always
admire the answer. Looking above and beyond all appearances
-unmoved by the most discouraging and death-like state of things
-in one of the sweet 1>reathings of faith, the prophet answers,
"0 Lord God, Thou knowest." As much as to say, "The matter
is altogether beyond my comprehension. I am utterly powerless; "
but "Is there anything too hard for the Lord?" Ah! this is
what brings glory to J ehovah. Flesh mute! Sight and sense
at a standstill! In the face of the greatest unlikelihood and seeming impossibility, Faith exclaims, "0 Lord God, Thou knowest!"
And now follows the commission: "Prophesy upon [that is,
MM
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preach-speak to] these bones." "Bones-and mere bones-they
are; never mind, do My bidding." Nor is there excuse or opposition or arguments as to the absurdity of such a course. The
question, "Can these bones live?" followed by the command,
" Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them, 0 ye dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord," commands attention and secures
obedience.
We repeat, this brings glory to J ehovah; the absence of dispute
and the readiness to comply, are introductory to the special
commission. And to a divinely-called servant of the Most High,
what can be more grateful or satisfactory than to be entrusted with
a "Thus saith the Lord"? "Speak My words unto them, whether
they will hear, or· whether they will forbear"? "Preach the
preaching that I bid thee"?
Moreover, we see that the previous dearth and death. only tend,
in the sequel, to make the will of the Lord and the word of the
Lord the more marked and the more blessed. Such a condition
is only, as it were, paving the way for the "Thus saith the Lord
God unto these bones: Behold, I [mark the great I, reader--'Behold,
I,] will cause breath to enter into you, and ye shall live: .and I
will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live;
and ye shall know that I am the Lord."
Ah! yes, there was neither need of nor room for human
suasion, fleshly argument, or free-will power. : It was all of the
Lord and from the Lord; of Him, and Him alone.
Further, reader, see the compliance upon the part of the pr0phet
-the ~/)ill followed by the word. "So [mark the so] I prophesied
as I was commanded [then, and not until then. He did not,
as many do, run before he was sent. Oh, no; but] So I
prophesied as I was commanded: and as [observe this, as I prophesied; in the very act of standing and talking to these dry
benes-what a senseless position, and how stupid an act, in the
opinion of the world I-and as] I prophesied, there was a noise,
and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his
bone,"
How like these circumstances and this commission to that with
which every divinely-called servant of the Most High is familiar ~
Not more destitute of life or vitality were these dry bones in
the prophet's case, than is the natural condition of those to whom
the Lord sends by this or that servant of His; nor have such
servants one particle more power, in and of themselves, to impart
life :to those dead sinners, than had the prophet power to raise or
to quicken the dry bones about which he had been asked, "Can
these bones live?"
The· reader will pardon us for thus having wandered from the
scene at Bethany to the valley of dry bones. We have done so

:
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from an anxiety to insist upon the real state and condition of things
as, in both the one case and the other, setting forth the absolute
death and the positive powerlessness of the creature, in order, withequal plainness and intensity, to insist upon the indispensable
necessity of the quickening power of the Lord J ehovah, who
alone can effectually say to the dead, "Live! "
We now return to Bethany.
In the forty-third- verse we read, "And when He thus had
spoken, He Dried with a loud voice, La.zarus, come forth!"
Observe, the word" loud" occurs but very rarely in the Scriptures,
and more frequently in the Revelation than elsewhere j but, as
applied to Jesus; we may well consider, dear reader, the contrast
of His "crying with a loud voice" at the tomb of Lazarus, and
His " crying with a loud voice" upon the cross of Calvary! In
the one case He wa,s exercising His rightful authority over death
and the grave; in the other case, in order to establish that rightful
authority, as Mediator, He was about to submit to death and the
grave. How vast the distinction! As remarked in a previous
paper, how this scene at the grave of Lazarus must have vividly
brought before the Lord of life and glory the great debt He
Himself had promised to pay, in order for ever to free His
redeemed from all the tremendous consequences of sin and transgression. In the covenant engagement which He had entered
into with the other Persons of the adorable Trinity, was the
"swallowing up death in victory," and the fulfilment to the very
letter of that glorious pledge, " I will ransom them from the power
of the grave j I will redeem them from death. 0 death, I will
be thy plagues j 0 grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance
shall be hid from Mine eyes."
When we read, therefore, that Jesus "cried with a loud voice,"
and that in contrast with all other testimonies regarding His words,
may we not account for it upon the ground of the vastness and
the momentousness of the subject? We cannot but think that
it was for other reasons than His being heard by all by whom
He was at the time surrounded, that He "cried with a lDled
voice."
Again, when we read of His" crying with a loud voice," in
His last moments, "BIoi, BIoi, lama sabacthani?" or, "It is
finished!" or, "Father, into Thy hands I commend My spirit,"
may we not regard it as intensifying the reality and the solemnity
of the facts?
When we contemplate the after soul-travail of Jesus, as He
said, "I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I
straitened [pained] until it be accomplished," we love to dwell
upon this wondrous scene at Bethany. Here Jesus is brought
into such close contact with the dread enemy He ere long was
Personally to grapple with and destroy. The powers of darkness
1.1 11!

2
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would necessarily regard this exercise of His almighty authority
with peculiar tenacity. The victory He was about to achieve over
death and the grave would give Satan's kingdom a fatal blow.
Could he but have effectually intercepted, so as to obstruct the
voice and nullify the deliverance, how great a triumph would
Satan's have been!
But again we read: "And he that was dead came forth, bound
hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about
with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him
go."
Reader, mark the "and," as much as to say, it followed as a
matter of course. The voice was an irresistible voice. Death and
He that at the
the grave were powerless with respect to it.
beginning commanded, and this and that were done, spake now,
and instantaneously did death and the grave give up their
prey. Neither the one nor the other could longer retain their
victim.
So likewise in regard to the death in trespasses and sins in
which all men by nature are found. Weak and powerless as may
be the creature in awakening his fellow-men from this condition,
it is but for Jesus to speak, and with the same readiness and
promptitude as that which characterized the mo,ements of Lazarus,
is He obeyed. To talk of a disappointed or a defeated Christ, in
the great and glorious matters of salvation, is to dishonour Him
to the utmost. He will not be refused; He cannot be denied.
Responded to His almighty call must be. A covenant necessity and
a covenant certainty are involved in the grand redemption-scheme.
How blessedly is this expressed in that one utterance of Jesus:
"And this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that of all
which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise
it up again at the last day" ! How many kindred passages ratify
and confirm this fact of Jesus securing to Himself the Father's
gift and the purchase of His own most precious blood !
To return, however, again to the narrative. Observe, reader,
that Lazarus hem"d before he Baw his Deliverer; and thus it is with
those whom the Lord is pleased to call forth from the death in
trespasses and sins in which, as we have said, all by nature are
involved. The child Samuel heard the voice that called before he
knew it, or replied, "Speak, for Thy servant heareth." In like
manner the blind young man, when asked by Jesus, even after
his sight had been given him, "Dost thou believe on the Son of
God?" said, "Who is He, Lord, that I may believe on Him?"
This goes to prove the gradual work of the Holy Ghost in the
souls of His people, and should act as a check against those who
set up certain standards, the failing to attain which sets them down
in the estimation of some as knowing nothing savingly of the
operations of divine grace. It is a remarkable fact, in the case

]

Tlte GosjJel M agazilte.

"

of the blind young man just referred to, that he should go so
far as to say to his objectors, "Whether He be a sinner or no,
I know not; but this one thing I know, that, whereas I was
blind, now I see." Moreover, before he was questioned by Jesus
as to his knowledge of Him, he had stood forth in advocacy of
Him, as expressed in those memorable words, "I have told you
already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again?
will ye also be His disciples?"
We have said that Lazarus heard before he saw; yea, and he
came forth at the bidding of Jesus; but, inasmuch as I' his face
was bound about with a napkin," may we not concludfl that his
eyes fell not upon the Person of his great and gracious Deliverer,
until those about him had given heed to the command of J esns,
"Loose him, and let him go"?
Here agll,in we have a sweet setting forth of the fact that
Jesus may have been heard, as the Almighty Quickener and the
divine life Giver-yea, more, that there was a responding to His call
-a following Him-Lazarus-like, a rising from the grave, a going
towards Him-a feeling the way, as it were, after Him-but as yet
He is not seen! That part of the grave-clothes which covers
his eyes and impedes his sight must be taken off, before he can
see and personally rejoice in his Deliverer!
But we would ask, Was not Lazarus as really alive-had he
not as verily left the grave in which he had lain-bifore the
napkin was taken off, by which his face was bound about, as
afterwards? He was alive, although he saw not. Precisely thus
is it with thousands of the Lord's Spirit-quickened ones. They
ha,e lzeard; they come forth from the dead; they evidence the
reality of the life given by that coming forth. Lazarus could not
have rested any longer in the grave after he had heard the" Come
forth" of Jesus. Neither can any of His divinely-quickened ones.
There is a rousing-an uprising-a craving-a longing-a seeking!
After whom? The Person of their Deliverer! Would Lazarus,
think you, reader, have been satisfied even though he had seen
Martha and Mary and the friends who had come to sympathize
with them? Nay, not he indeed. One of his first inquiries would
have -been, "Where is Jesus? Let me see Him who spake to
me-that Almighty One who called me out of my grave."
Now, we maintain that in this very position are multitudes of
the Lord's dear children. They are alive; they have verily heard
and responded to His call. They have come forth from the death
in trespasses and sins; but as yet have not had that clear and
conclusive and all-satisfying sight of their great and gracious
Deliverer for which they so ardently long, and after which they
are so ardently seeking. They are alive, but the bandages about
their eyes have not as yet been removed.
But, beloved, what comparison would Lazarus's sight of Christ
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bear upon ms coming forth from the tomb at Bethany, with that
glorious beholding of Jesus when the spirits of His redeemed and
quickened ones quit their clay tabernacles, and are called up on
high to see Him face to face? Although it was a marvellous
deliverance vouchsafed to Lazarus, yet he had to die again; and
we have often thought, when left to himself-to "confer with
flesh and blood," as, alas! alas! we are all prone to do-how he
must have shrunk from again undergoing the ordeal through
which he 'had already passed!
No such dark thoughts or gloomy forebodings could ever possess
the disembodied spirits of those who had once and for ever been
separated from their poor perishing bodies. Such could die no
more! Nor would ought arise to interrupt the full-face view of
Jesus! How sweetly the poet sings"For ever to behold Him shine,
For evermore to call Him mine,
And see Him stilI before me !
For ever on His face to gaze,
And meet His full-assembled rays,
While all the Father He displays
To all the saints in glory."

We have often thought, What must the first sight of Jesus be
to the ransomed spirit, as it leaves the body and instantly is
admitted to the courts above? One moment, it may be (if consciousness be vouchsafed to the last), looking upon the weeping
ones around the dying bed; the next, gazing with unutterable
ecstasy upon the actual Person of J esus-" Not the Man of
Sorrows now," but the glorified Emmanuel! the risen and
triumphant Head! the King of kings and Lord of lords, seated
upon His rightful and eternal throne!
But, beloved, if a sight of Jesus be so glorious to the disembodied spirit, separated from its kindred dust, that is to
moulder in the grave and be scattered to the very winds of
heaven; what will be the scene-what the triumphs-what the
eternal rejoicing-when, at the sound of the Archangel's trump,
body and soul shall be reunited, and that unspeakably blessed
stat~· of things comes to pass, "It is sown in corruption; it is
raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour i it is raised in
glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown
a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body"?
"Now redemption, long expected,
See in solemn pomp appear!
All His saints, by men rejected,
Now shall meet Him in the air:
Hallelujah!
See the day of God appear!

"Yea, amen, let all adore Thee,
High on Thine eternal throne!
Sanour, take the power and glory;
Claim the kingdom for Thine own!
Oh, come quickly!
Hallelujah! come, Lord, come! "

St. Luke's, Bedminster, July 14th, 1882.

THE EDITOR.
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ADDENDA.
When writing upon the subject of the first sight of Christ III
our little volume entitled, "HEART SIGHS AND HEART SONGS"
(published in the year 1854), we find the following:THE FIRST GLIMPSE OF CHRIST.
OH, that first glimpse! I had almost said, that the idea as a m~tter of
course leads one back to the first faith's view of Christ, when, from a living
sight of a once-crucified but now risen and exalted Redeemer, the' sin.ch<l.rged heart burst forth into Gospel liberty, and sang in grateful strains" Now freed from sin, I walk at large,
This Breaker's blood my soul's discharge;
At His dear feet ashamed I lay,
A sinner saved, and homage pay."

And though years and years have rolled away since then, yet has that
glorious sight never, never been forgotten. Its savour still is present. And
thenceforward was there a special interest in the Apoatle's language, "Whom
having not seen [with the bodily eyes] ye love; in whom, though now ye
see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory ; receiving [in covenant pledge and promise] the end of your faith,
even the [full, final, and everlasting] salvation of your souls." If, then, a
faith's view Were so marvellous as to give instantaneomly'a release from an
agonizing weight of sin, and guilt, and wretchedness inconceivable-if, more"
over, the heavenly sweetness of that revelation were so precious and so
powerful as never to have been forgotten-what will that face-to-fac~
discovery be when, "delivered from the burden of the flesh," we shall see
our Jesus as He is in His unclouded glory? Oh, that rapturous reality!
Not a vision merely-not some reverie, in which ever and anon it may be
Faith's peculiar privilege to' indulge-but a holy, heavenly, altogether
supernatural realization! The King in His beauty indeed! The Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world! A smiling, loving Lord! The Man of
Sorrows once, but now the Prince of Peace, seated on His throne, high and
liited up, His glory filling the [heavenly] temple.

We rarely, if ever, take up anything that we may have writte.n
years ago without deep humbling of soul. Since writing the
foregoing article for the present month, we casually took up the
little work from which we have just quoted, "HEART SIGHS AND
HEART SONGS," and we have read literally with shamefacedness and
sorrow. The reader may ask, "And why?" Simply for this
reason, that, instead of (in the common acceptation of the word)
advancing in the divine life, being less carnal and more spiritua.l;
less of earth 'and more of heaven; less of sense and more of faith;
less trouble and more triumph j less willing to tarry here and more
longing for our summons hence; alas! alas! it is the very reverse!
God alone knows what we feel-aye, and what we feat, too-upon
these grounds. All we can say is, if the boasted "perfectionists"
are right, we are fearfully and haplessly in the wrong j for God is
our Witness, notwithstanding the increase of years, and (from the
very nature of things) our drawing near to the house appointe'd.
for all living, we never had greater cause than now for saying-
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"Look how we grovel here below, lOur souls can neither fly nor go
Fond of these trifling toys;
To reach eternal joys."

Fifty years ago, and upwards, we used to add-aye, and we
have even more reason for adding it now (ashamed as we are to
acknowledge the fact)" Dear Lord, and shall we ever lie lOur love so faint, so cold to Thee,
At this poor dying rate,
And Thine to us so great'1 "

And yet, alas! our coward heart is afraid to add (because of the
discipline in a way of test and trial that it may entail)"Quicken, 0 Lord, these mortal powers;
Make our enlarged souls possess,
And learn, the heights, and depths, and lengths,
Of Thine immeasurable grace."

Now, what comment can be offered upon these facts? What?
That daily experience proves the truth of the words of Jesus, " That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit;" nor will they ever commingle, or be reconciled
the one to the other. They will be as distinct and as opposed at last
even as at first! Whatever mere novices or "religious speculators"
may say to the contrary, the Lord's living family shall prove by
daily experience that "the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and
the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the
other; so that [they] cannot do the things that [they] would."
Yea, down to the latest moment of their earthly being, they
shall find the truth of the Apostle's words, "We that are in
this tabernacle do groan, being burdened." And what is it they
are burdened with? Is it with merely the trials and affiictions,
cares and perplexities, inseparable from this mortal state? By
no means. It is something more than this. Such would b6)
secondary. It is a sinful heart; it is a corrupt nature; it is
"this body of death" (Rom. vii. 24, margin), that causes them to
"groan, being burdened." It was this daily experience which
caused the sainted DAVID DENHAJIoI, in his memorable hymn,
"The Saints' Sweet Home," to sing" I sigh from this body of sin to be free,
Which hinders my joy and communion with Thee;
Though now my temptations like billows may foam,
.All, all will be peace when I'm with Thee at home:
Home, home, sweet, sweet home!
Receive me, dear Saviour, in glory, my home.
" I long, dearest Lord, in Thy beauty to shine;
No more, as an exile, in sorrow to pine;
But in Thy fair image arise from the tomb,
With glorified millions to praise Thee at home:
Home, home, sweet, sweet home!
Receive me, dear Saviour, in glory, my home."

St. LUke's, Bedminster, July 17th, 1882.

THE EDITOR.
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EMPTYINGS AND GRACE FILLINGS AND
FLOWINGS.
"The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and liftetk
up."-1 SA~fUEL ii. 7.
I WILL speak that I may be refreshed; I will draw from the Word
of God, with the hope of watering others while I myself am watered.
This is the vent I crave, that the incomings of grace may result in
outgoings that shall bring glory to His name.
I am brought to think of "creature emptyings and grace fillings,"
because we find (especially lately) so many of God's dear children in
sUffering circumstances, and their low and depressed state has brought
to remembrance Hannah's experimental assertion, "The Lord maketh
poor, and maketh rich: He bringeth low, and lifteth up." Let us
look at this work of the Lord, in bringing His chosen ones to poverty
of spirit and very emptiness of soul, and trace some of the reasons why
there is a needs-be for it.
But, before doing so, we must refer to the interesting facts which
caused Hannah to burst forth in joyous exultation. Turn, dear reader,
and read for yourself her words-first Book of Samuel, second chapter,
from the first verse to the tenth. They are very precious. The history
may be embodied thus: Elkanah, a Levite, had two wives, Hannah
and Peninnah. By the latter he had children, but he loved Hannah
best, but she was barren. This was the cause of secret grief to her
soul, especially when beholding Peninnah's children in their joy. Sh~
took her sorrow to the Lord, and in the tabernacle vowed that, if He
would grant her heart's desire, the child given should be consecrated to
His service. The Lord heard and answered her prayer. Samuel is
born, and he has been well styled "the asked of the Lord." Oh, how
precious is the gift, beloved, that has been "asked of the Lord," and
is marked by His special favour !
Well, Hannah's exultation at the Lord's goodness tells us how God's
suppliants must be stripped. They are killed experimeatally, that they
may be made alive; they are brought down to the grave, that they may
be- brought up to grace and glory; thp,y are made poor in spirit, that
they may become rich in faith; they are brought to lowliness in self,
that they may be lifted up to their standing in Christ; they are raised
from the dust of self-abasement and the dunghill of this world, that
they may be set amongst God's princes, and finally made to inherit a
throne of glory. But the process is anything but flesh-pleasing. This
killing work is killing work indeed. But mark, it is not "man killeth;'
but "the Lord killeth;" therefore, it must be a matter of love, grace,
and goodness. "I will leave in the midst of thee," saith the Lord,
"an afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in Me." This He
has done-a people who are made poor in spirit by Him, that they
may be "filled with joy and peace in believing." The vessel of mercy
that is for the Master's use must be emptied and cleansed before God
the Spirit fills it with grace and glory. "Before I was troubled I
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went wrong, or astray, but now have I kept Thy Word." Ah! then we
learn the needs-be for that affliction. It is to bring us to keep God's
Word, which before we were unmindful of and disregarded. Oh, we
must, then, thank God for the mercy veiled in crucifixion work, that
empties of self, empties of the creature, and draws to Himself. Our
hearts, under the trial, ofttimes sink fathoms deep; but, when wisdom
is given to view the matter aright, faith will receive it as all right
and all well.
But, to trace a little further these necessary creature-humblings and
crucifixion work, we might note that creat/we sinfulness needs uncovering
to be cove1·ed.
Oh, how many cover their transgressions, as Adam,
and hide their iniquity in their bosom! Not so with the Spirit-taught
and Spirit-melted before God in contrition of heart. They feel, as
HART says, that-" Sick men feel their bad condition,
But the soul
That is whole
Slights the Good Physician."
And that Good Physician knows the necessity of probing well the
wound ere He pours in the balm of Gilead. There are hundreds of
self-patched-up professors in our days, but the sore remains in them.
They are not healed, and we never shall be healed of the malady
of sin unless the Good Physician Himself takes in hand, and effects
the needful probing and proving. And first He will be asked, that
we may receive. Hence, He gives such an insight into our state
by nature that we are brought to cry, "Wno can understand his
errors ~ Cleanse Thou me from secret faults." Ah! we may remember
for our comfort-"The contrite heart and broken
God will not give to ruin;
This sacrifice
He'll not despise,
For 'tis His Spirit's doing."
Thus does our God use means that will bring us to the saving health
of His countenance-yea, healthful means, that will cause us to grow
up out of self and into Christ. He gives such an insight into what
we are by nature, that He brings to contrition of heart. While hiding
ourselves in the dust of self-abasement, we cry feelingly, "Unclean!
unclean!" This brokenness of heart He will not despise, for it is the
Spirit's doing.
Again, cnature clingings need grace wnnchings. It is wonderful with
what tenacity the mussel clings to the rock. It needs a strong wrench
to break it away from its hold. Is it not ,so also with creature
clingings ~ Nothing but a wrench of Omnipotent Power will do it,
and such detachings will be hard for flesh and blood to bear. Perhaps
we have fixed our earthly affections upon one very dear to us. This
is but natural and right. But has it not extended to somewhat of
idolatry ~ Ab! if so, God feels it necessary to wrench us from that
idol, or to remove the object of our embrace. Oh, this is cruel work
to human calculation, yet necessary, that we may be brought to give
Him the whole heart. And, when melting and softening grace comes

:.

The Gospel Magazine.

531

then can the suffering one say, "I know, 0 Lord, Thy judgments are
right-all ordered well-and that in very faithfulness Thou hast
caused me to be afRicted. Oh, let, I beseech Thee, Thy merciful
kindness be my comfort and stay, according to ThY' word unto Thy
servant!
Oh, let Thy loving-kindness come unto me, t,hat I may
live!"
Are such the heavenly revealings you are comforted with, dear
sufferer ~ God be praised! Such experience marks a fellowship which
is precious indeed. Jesus is near, and cheers thy solitude with hopes
of heaven; for, dear sufferer, is not that couch of thine sometimes, as
it were, a bed of roses to thee ~ Do you not know what it is, when
Jesus breaks in upon you with words of joy and peace, to feel that
"hushed is each doubt, gone every fear "-at all events, for the time
being ~ We know full well that such seasons will be brief-alas! much
too brief-but they tell the sweet tale of a Saviour's sympathy and
love, and show that He is not unmindful of His suffering one.
But, further, creature g1'1lmhlings need grace humblin]s. It is really
astonishing, with multiplied mercies, yet what grumblers we are found!
A trivial annoyance seems to banish all our spirituality: and, if one
may speak for others, we are creatures of frames and feelings-sometimes
down, very down; at other times, lifted up in self" Glad frames too often lift us up,
And then how proud we grow,
Till sad desertion makes us droop,
hd down we sink as low."

But the Lord knows the pecu.liarities of our dispositions, and how we
are influenced by these frames and feelings, and, taking us in hand,
causes our creature grumblings to have such grace humblings as shall
bring us, at all events, to think less of frames and feelings. I dare
not say, delivers us entirely from them, for, alas! they prevail
wonderfully, even after many years' experience, and I fear we shall be
subject to them till we come to the grave. Still, He does subdue and
quiet everything that is of self. He does cause us to desire earnestly
to he in spirit and in mind like the meek and lowly Jesus. Zephaniah
enjoins the people of God to "seek meekness," but I fear we shall never
be brought to it unless the Lord subdues and gives us the necessary
discipline; and, in order to do so, He sends the afRictive dispensation,
chastises with a loving hand, permits trial" And does, by means like these,
The stubborn temper break;
Soften thy heart by due degrees,
And make thy spirit meek."

May the Lord bring us to the meekness of the Master ! We shall
never attain to His spirit, but may we be more like Him!
Never, also, should we forget that Christ became "poor in spirit"
for us, and suffered far beyond anything and everything we are called
to endure. As the Apostle Paul tells concerning Him, "Though He
was rich, He became poor, that through His poverty we might be made
rich." He was rich indeed-rich in Godhead power and plentitude;
rich in glory with the Father before the world was made; rich in

532

TIu Gospel Magazine.

that He was the Maker and Creator of all things; a~d yet, leaving
His exaltation, He became poor, became the Lowly One, submitting tu
earthly degradation.
But, looking again at the means the Lord takes to crucify, humble,
and crumble His loved ones, we note creature pride needs crucifixion work.
Pride is unbecoming upon the part of the Christian who has an insight
into what he is by nature; and yet how common it is, when Christians
meet, for one and another to manifest a feeling that they are in a
better position in life than their fellow, and, therefore, mast assume
superiority and lord it over the poorer folk. Oh, this is unlike the
Master's spirit! There is no case where He loraed it over the most
humble follower. "'Yell, this sort of thing needs tempering; and so
deep-seated is human pride that the Lord has to deal with a strong hand
to overcome it. If Bis discipline brings us more to the spirit of the
Master, it must be for our good. We pray often to be kept from the
spirit of the world. It is well, but there is that world within us that
needs expelling.
It will be found also, that, as well as a creature pride and the spirit
of the world within us that needs crucifixion work, that the 7'ebellious
ipirit within needs divine subduing. How marked was the rebellion
against God of His ancient people! Ah! we fear His spiritual Israel
are no better. Hard thoughts of God are often experienced; self-will
is often prevalent; and we need much grace to subdue and keep down
the rebellious spirit. A mercy for us that the Lord does take us in
hand!
Shall I tell you what I think one of the greatest-if not the greatest
-afl:liction a child of God can be called to endure 1 We have it in
those well-known words: "Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone."
Oh, if the Lord lets us alone, where are we 1 What would become of
us 1 But, blessed be His name, Ephraim is still loved, and He will
not let him alone long. So it is. "The Lord killeth, and maketh
alive j He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth up."
Then, as well as the subduing of a rebellious spirit, easily-besetting sins
need divine uprooting. The" little foxes" that spoil the vine of fruitfulne§s j foolish and vain conversations, that do no one any good j wasting
precious time by reading the light literature of the day j and daily
habits that pull one down to a worldly spirit-oh, these, and many
other things, are easily-besetting sins which need uprooting. The old
nature readily takes them up, and they are easily indulged in j and
the Lord, knowing their absorbing tendency, takes means to uproot
them.
Then, again, duty{aith needs divine testing, to show its tntire falseness
and failure. "You ought to believe," says Duty-faith. "It is your
own fault if you do not accept salvation, and become converted."
Why, the poor soul" dead in trespasses and sins" can no more believe
to the saving of his soul than he can create a world! We say, "to the
saving of his soul j" for true, there is a belief, a mere assent, just as
it is with vast crowds now who, when asked if they believe and are
converted, flippantly reply, " Oh, yes, they believe j" and so they dothey believe a lie. They have been told it is their duty to believe,
and so they do, as they think, their duty. But will this stand the
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scrutiny of a pure God, and the test of His searching crucible 1 I am
perfectly assured it will not. Such a religion has no base, no bottom,
no God-beginning; and, without such a foundation, it will not stand.
God's living people are being taught to put no reliance in such dutyfaith. The only faith which is worth having is that which is the outgoing of the new life in Ohrist, of which it is said, "He that believeth
hath everlasting life."
And now let us look a little at "grace fillings," for, while the Lord
maketh poor,. He maketh rich; and He that empties, empties for the
purpose of filling our souls with things which shall be our gain and
His glory. And how sweet are such filling,;, as they come when a
Ohristian man or woman is in the midst of their life care! Burdened,
it may be, and barren, through the absorbing demands of the worldly
calling, yet, when flowing from Ohrist's fulness, through the divine
communications of the Holy Spirit, how all is for the time changed!
Then does "the desert rejoice, and blossom as the rose." Brightness
and lightness and buoyancy is experienced as the soul goes forth in
recognitions of the best Beloved. A heart crushed with human care
and thought, and yet a heart containing flowings from the mercy-seat.
It seems an anomaly, we own-a mixture of sorrow and joy; of
castings down, yet rejoicing-nevertheless, such is the experience of the
redeemed of the Lord.
But we have spoken of these grace flowings as coming from the
mercy-seat. This reminds us of the fact that all flowings must have a
source, a spring, an origin. And so it is with regard to these grace
flowings. There are these two things in connection therewith-first, a
Fountain-Head; second, flowings forth from that Head; or, in other
words, we have here the Person of Ohrist, and the power of the Holy
Spirit. Ezekiel saw this in the vision of holy waters, and the beloved
John was shown the same thing, namely, "a pure river of the water of
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the
Lamb;" and both recount the healing, Gomforting, and soul-reviving
effects of these flowings from the fulness of Christ.
And in such results we find the grace flowings come. For instance,
in the way of divine 1oisdom. When, under the Mosaic dispensation, the
Lord told Moses how He had set apart Aaron and his sons for the
priests' office, the Lord speaks of those whom He had filled with
the Spirit of wisdom. Now, this is what we want-Gad's filling with the
Spirit of wisdom; and we never understand anything of divine things
except we have such divine teaching.
Ah! beloved, when we do hear a sound Gospel sermon (almost a rare
thing in our days), how blessed, how precious it is! Our thirsty souls
drink in the truth with rapturous joy, and we feel we do love the
preacher for Ohrist's sake who has so faithfully delivered the Master's
message. But we cannot feel any affinity with, or drawing to, the man
who does not preach the truth of God, but sends the poor hungry,
starving away, sad and sorrowful in spirit.
Now, all this gives evidence of that wisdom and divine teaching to
which we are referring. Who hath made us to differ 1 Oh, I bless
God that, in these shaking times, nothing has shaken me from the old
covenant verities of the Gospel which laid mighty and melting hold of
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me when I was a young man! Nothing has caused me to turn aside
from the good old paths of covenant love and mercy. This is all of
grace; for verily, in these critical times, it is almost a wonder to find a
man standing aloof from surrounding religious excitement and enthusiasm.
Such an one must be prepared to stand very much alone, and so we do ;
nevertheless, if a man has his footing upon the Rock of AgES, he may
well let the torrent of religious excitement sweep by him. I had rather
be calmly standing on that Rock than be one of those who are being
carried away in the torrent.
Well, we have spoken of grace fillings and fiowings as they come in
the way of the faithful ministry, thus imparting needed wisdom, but
above all these is the llrawing of comfort, peace, and joy direct from
the living Head. Many a poor suffering saint has not the privile~e of
the means of grace, but will the Loru leave them with no communications of His love ~ Far from it ! They draw and receive direct supplies
from the fulness of a precious Christ; and I think we shall find that
such communications, being untainted with any of the creature, are the
more precious. Perhaps the Lord permits. the suffering and solitude
that He may Himself take His child in hand.
Grace fiowings also come in the way of the knowledge of God's will.
This was Paul's desire, as expressed to the saints and faithful brethren
at Cplosse-that they might be "filled with the knowledge of His
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding." IVe have been reading much of late that precious longest Psalm, rich with di,ine teaching,
and the burden of which is just the matter we are referring todrinking into the knowledge of God's rill: "Teach me, 0 Lord, the
way of Thy statutes.
Give me understanding.
Make me to go
in the path of ThX commandments. Incline my heart unto Thy
testimonies."
\
But you may notice, beloved, we have called these grace incomings
grace jlowings, as well as grace fillings, for, with some of us, it is only
as flowings-just little by little that we seem to receive. We cannot
profess to have attained to great things, yet we may remember these
small fiowings come from the same Head as the greater fillings. The
spirit of much of the religion of the present day is to make rapid
strides. Men and women are converted in a moment, and appear to
have attained to such greatness that, beside them, the lowly, trembling
child of God is nowhere. But, as with human affairs, things are seldom
to be depended upon that are arrived at by rapid strides, so it is in
religion. It is questionable whether this attainment of rapid strides is
anything else but of the creature, and will, therefore, end in collapse.
Some people with their religion are like over-chm'ged jm·s. They are full
of a questionable admixture of creature zeal, and an ackno'l\ledgment of
free grace to make it look palatable; but we fear the over-charged jar
and its contents are worthless, and will not bear the scrutiny of an
all-seeing God. We know what it is with plants that are put into a
greenhouse, and are subject to a lot of heat. Why, place them in the
open ground, and the first frost will nip them up, and they droop and
die! So it is with the hot zeal professors. Put them into the earth of
life's reality, and the first frost of adversity will wither them, and they
wHl die. We are to "grow in grace," not jump up in grace like a
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bean-stalk. Give me the little flowings which are of God and His
grace before all these rapid strides of creature conversion.
Be not, then, discouraged, dear reader, if your knowledge of divine
things is the "little by little" of real possession. It is far better than
the large growth of profession, that has no root-hold in the divine
purpose and so,ereignty of God. Art thou but a creeper 1 It is the
creeper that clings fast to the stronger support.
The littles of grace
are great mercies to those who deserve nothing. To such, too, how
precious are those incomings in the way of portions sealed home by
the power of the Spirit! It may not be much, only as "a sip by
the way," yet it is sufficient to cause joy to spring up within, and to
raise the drooping spirit awhile.
And then we shall find that grace fillings and flowings also come in
tlw way of "the fruits of 7-ighteousness," the gifts of the Holy 8pirit. We do
not mean alms-giving and acts of liberality. These are well in their
place, but may only spring from a dead nature; but we mean fruits
that are the rewlt of that incorruptible seed of divine life given us
from above, and which results in fruits of righteousness in Christ,
as He says, "In }fe is thy fruit found;" and, as an old divine has
truly said-" Adam was the root of generation; Christ is the Root of
regeneration. From Adam. we derive sin and death; from Christ life
and righteousness." Such fruits are to the glory of God and His praise.
May the Lord grant that such fruits may abound with us!
Another thing we may remember is, that all God's mercies which
flow from the Fountain-Head, the mercy-seat, flow on from everlasting
to everlasting. They are, in fact, everlasting flowings-not flowings
that sin, Satan, or self can binder flowing, or that come to an end
and cease. "The water that I shall give," said our Lord, "is a well
of water springing up into everlasting life." Earthly streams often
become dried up, and where there was once fertility, caused by the
constant flowing of water-courses, all now is dry and sterile. We
never need fear that this will be the case with God's spiritual springs.
They are perpetual, they are everlasting.
So then, indeed, the Christian's "wealthy place" is the fulness of
Christ; and, if he is brought there as a poor empty one, emptied by
the Lord, it is that he may come away from that "wealthy place"
enriched in soul. As dear ROMAINE says, "Christ is the Storehouse of
all graces and blessings."
Then, again, grace fillings come in the 70ay of pmise and honour:
"Let my mouth be filled with Thy praise, and with Thy honour all
the day" (Psa.!xxi 8). Now, is not that just the craving of a living
soul, and are we not constantly desiring to praise and glorify the God
of our salvation 1 I am sure we are, if taught of the Lord; and I
often think, " Well, if we can do nothing more, we are found constantly praising the Lord in our simple way for His mercies and
marvellous goodness to us in providence and in grace." But such a
spirit is not natural to us. By nature we are unthankful beings.
"The dead praise not Thee, 0 God." Oh, then, praise must be a
"grace flowing" again-a fact which David evidently felt when be
said, "0 Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth
Thy praise." Let the Lord open the heart and open the lips, then
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will the flowings in of His grace and melting result in flowings forth
of praise to Him.
One thought more. All the gmce flowings we have referred to are only
as foretastes of that gloryjilling which we shall soon 1'ealize in the bright
home of peace promised MS above. We sat the other day on a projected
rock on the coast of Somersetshire. The sea was calm and the sky
serene, while the breezes of heaven seemed to bring health and peace;
but, alas! all earthly scenes never remain without something to mar
the peace and pleasure. This will not be the case with the calmness
of heaven. Joy will so fill the soul then as to shut out everything
else. There will be nothing to mar the fulness of a Saviour's presence.
Oh, the joy of that presence and the happiness of heaven! Who can
describe it 1 Faith marks the outlines of the distant shore, and hope
is joyous at the thought that at most it is but a little span that
separates the Church militant from the Church triumphant.
_ And now, dear reader, do our creature humblings and emptyings on
the one hand, and grace flowings and fillings on the other hand, dovetail into your experience 1 Is it not true that God's suppliants must
be stripped, God's vessels of mercy must be emptied 1 If we invert
a vessel that has been full of foulness, how difficult it is to move all
the dregs therefrom! So does it need omnipotent power and omnipotent cleansing with the Lord's vessels of mercy, for verily the dregs
of sin cling to the vessel to the end, and so the Lord has to use
strong means; and, in the needed proces.;;, we find that creature sinfulness must be uncovered to be covered; the wounds probed, ere the
balm of Gilead is poured in. Again, that creature grumblings need
grace humblings, creature pride needs crucifixion work, the rebellious
spirit needs divine subduing, easily-besetting sins need divine uprooting,
and duty-faith needs divine testing to show its falseness and failure;
and, when the Lord has taken these and such like means to prepare
the vessel of mercy for His own use, then does He, from the fulness
of a precious Christ, pour in grace flowings and fillings in the way,
for instance, of imparting the knowledge of His will; of giving the
fruits of righteousness, which shall redound to His glory; in bringing
us to praise His holy name; all of which grace fillings and flowings
are but foretastes of that glory-filling in store for us in" The realms where sorrow dare not come,
Where life is joy:"
May God the Spirit grant you and me, dear reader, as we press on to
these glory-realms, more of His gracious flowings and fillings.: and may
"the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you. To Him be glory and dominion for
ever' and ever. Amen."
Burton-on-Trent.
. G. C.
POPULARITY and pride are like fire and gunpowder-they cannot
meet without an explosion; at least, not unless the gunpowder is kept
very damp.-Rev. John Newton.
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Now, my dear friends, I must go back a little, for I had been away
near five years and a half, and certain events had transpired in
that time which were to bring about a turning-point in my earthly
pathway. Those who had been engaged in the working of it
out did not know that they were doing it. It was only the Great
Designer Himself who knew what He had appointed to be done,
and who He had appointed to do it. They were in His blessed
hands as clay in the hands of the potter. They were only working
out His blessed will.
After I left home, my poor misguided father went on in his mad
career from bad to worse, until, in 1854, the home was again broken
up and sold, and my poor dear mother and her two youngest children
(boys) were out of house and home, and there was no prospect of
another being provided. Some friend took pity upon her, and saved
her bed and a few things. She was advised to go to Bath with her
two boys, and she took the advice and went; and she soon got them
into situations as errand boys, and she herself got some charing work to
do. They suffered many pri\'ations, but after awhile they got a comfortable home together. She often went to Buckland to see what conld be
done with poor father, but never found any prospect or promise of
amendment. He continued the downward course until he was taken.
to the poor-house at Frome, and there I must leave the account at
present.
Another event was worked out about the same time. The youngwoman at Frome, of whom I have written in this narrative, which I
saw as a child at Nash's Street Ohapel, had left Frome and gone to
Trowbridge. She had had a hard life of poverty and privations, similarto my own, yet she had a gracious mother, but she was a poor delicate·
woman, who suffered much in body from the want of more nourishing
food. Her father was a professor of religion, but treated his wife
and only child with much unkindness; and that is all I shall say about
him at present. The poor child was obliged to go to work in the
factory before she was nine years of age. Her mother often cried over
her when she had to call her up in the morning to go to work, yet the
poor child was always willing to go for her mother's sake. It pleased
the Lord to give the dear mother the sweet consolation, before she
departed this life, that He had called her poor child by His grace, and
also brought her into the sweet liberty of the Gospel; and they were
able to talk together about the things which concerned their everlasting
peace, before she departed hence, to be no more seen in this world.
This was a sweet consolati!Jn indeed to the dying mother. Shedied in full assurance of faith, in April, 1848. Among other things she
said to her daughter, "I believe, Mary, that Aquila - - will be your
husband." The last words she ever spoke were, "Ohrist is All and in
all." Some friend said, "Is He precious to your poor soul, Sally ~ " She
said very earnestly, "Yes, He is ;" and she breathed her last with the
words. Her daughter was baptized in the June following. Her father
soon married again, and she had a crnel stepmother, and was soon
N N
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driven from home by her cruelty. But she only lived about two years,
and then her father wanted his daughter back again, and she cheerfully
went, knowing it was her duty so to do.
lt was at this time that I had the interview with her which I have
already recorded, when we pledged our faith to each other, not knowing
what would take place so soon to separate us so many years; yet
we remained true to each other through all. I informed my mother
of these things, but she would not consent to it for some time, as she
did not like her father for some things which he had done at Nash's
Street Chapel; but, when she had to leave home again for another
stepmother, I wrote to my mother and sister from the Mauritius, and
asked them for my sake to take a friendly interest ill the poor forlorn
girl; and they did, and often invited her to Bath.
Now, when I arrived in Bath from Chatham, I found her there with
my mother. They had invited her there to meet me on my return. I
had sent to her myself also, telling her when I should be in Bath, so
our family union was complete on my arrival. She had gone from Frome
to Trowbridge when she left home for the second i3tepmother, as work
.was short in Frome, and she heard that some fancy weavers were wanted
at Messrs. Brown and Palmer's, and she went to Trowbridge, and was
engaged at once. She had been there about three years when I came
home from being a soldier, and thus we met again. I have been the more
particular in giving you these few facts, as upon it hung the turningpoint of my life, to 'Which I have referred, an account of which I shall
give you in due course, God willing.
The meeting between me and my dear mother I shall not attempt to
describe. Any mother or son who may read this narrative will be
able to understand something of what that meeting must have been.
After spending a few days together, the young woman had to return to
Trowbridge to her work, as her holiday was expired; and, of course, I
went with her. I also wanted to see the father and mother of poor
Tom, who died in the Mauritius. I had already seen his uncle, and he
was very pleased to see me. ,Vhen I got to the house of his parents
at Trowbridge, being in full regimental uniform, his mother nearly
fainted, seeing which, I very soon eased her mind by telling her who
I was. Never shall I forget the reception which I met with from her and
her husband and all the family. They said, "We have talked about you
every day since your letter came, and wondered who you were, being
the same name as "e are; and we cannot express what we feel to'Ward
you for your noble conduct toward our poor Tom, and then to"ard
us; for we do not believe we should eyer have heard of his Jeath,
or got his money, if you had not let us know, and instructed us
how to get it.
And now this shirt "hich you have brought us,
which he had worn, will be kept as our choicest treasure. .N ow,
we want to know what we can do for you, as some small return
for what you did for him and us.
,Ve have for a long time
made up our minds to adopt you in the place of Tom, if you ever
came to England, and we could find you out; and, now you are come
to us, we make you the offer, and we are quite ready and willing to
do so." I was so overcome with their expressions of gratitude that
I scarcely had words to reply to them; but at length I said, "No, my
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friends, I cannot allow you to do any such thing, for I merit nO'reward
for what I did for poor Torn or you. I am only glad that I had the
opportunity of doing any good, and that the Lord gave me the mind
and ability to do it; therefore, thank Him instead of me. Moreover,"
I said, "I have a dear mother living, and father too; and I owe my
duty to them. Nevertheless I thank you for your kind intentions,
although I cannot a:::cept your offer." We had a good talk about Tom's
last days, and they said it gave them great comfort to hear it. I
spent a few days with them, which gave them and myself a sweet
satisfaction.' I often saw them for some years after, and our friendship
and respect for each other never abated.
Mter staying in Trowbridge a few days, I returned to Bath to settle
my affairs. I had about four pounds to draw, which I received at the
Pension Office, and with that I provided clothes and other necessaries;
and, not being well, I had a little rest, and considered what I was to
do. I was staying with my mother and brother. One of my brothers
was gone to sea, having some time before joined the navy with mother's
consent; and. for some years he allowed her half of his pay. My
other brother was a very steady boy, and in a good situation as porter
at a shop. My mother was able to do a little work at times, and my
youngest sister was a lady's maid, and a help to her mother. That was
how I found my family on my return home.
About a week after, I went to Frame, to, see my father, for, with
all his faults, he was my father. He was very glad to see me, and
said he hoped I should never disown him, though he knew he did
not deserve any favour at the hands of any of us, for he had only
been a brute to us. I said, "No, father, I shall never disown you; and
I pray that the Lord will enable you to repent of your sins, and
seek for mercy, for Jesus Christ's sake." He said, "I hope He will, my
boy; for I know He must do it, if it is done; for I have been, and
am, such a great sinner, that I cannot do anything that could be acceptable
to Him." I seemed better satisfied about my father, after that interview, than e,er I had been in my life before, for I had hope. I returned
to Bath; and, after a few weeks' rest, feeling better, I tried to get
something to do, but could not at that time, so I went to Trowbridge,
on a visit to my intended wife; and there I got some jobbing work for
farmers and othf3rs, at which I worked for several months, when I
was again taken ill as the winter came on, and for two or three months
was not able to do anything; but I had my little bit of pension, and
that helped me to live.
About the beginning of February, feeling better, I returned to
B?,th, and in a few days I got a situation as porter at a confectioner's in Union Street, and there I stayed for some months, living
At this time I began to
with my mother and brother as before.
attend on Sundays sometimes at the Ebenezer Chapel, vVidcombe,
and sometimes at Providence Chapel. MyoId friend CROMWELL was
dead, for which I was very sorry for myself, but not for him, for I
believed he was gone to be for ever with the Lord, "where the
wicked cease from troubling, and where the weary are at rest." I found
both places much altered-I thought for the worse. At both places the
Gospel Standard and the Earthen Vessel used to be taken in, and now
X N 2
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I found that they were divided.

I inquired of an old friend what was the
cause of this. " Oh," he said, "there has been sad work between them
in the past few years, which makes many of our hearts very sad, too;
for they are now split into two parties, and they have a new doctrine,
denying the eternal Sonship of the Lord Jesus Christ, and there has
been sad striie and contention about it, and where it will all end the
Lord only knows." Then I said, "If that is the state!of things, I will
have nothing to do with it ; for, if they take away the eternal, divine
Personality of the Son of God, then the foundation of all true religion
is taken away." Much more I was told of the strifes, contentions, and
bickerings which had been-yea, and were-amongst them, about things to
no profit, which I believed was conduct contrary to the teaching of the
Word of God; and, by such conduct, though they professed to hold amI.
maintain the doctrines of truth and grace, they were in my opinion holding them in unrighteousness; so I discontinued any regular attendance at
either place, and went wherever my mind or inclination led me, and
sometimes nowhere at all. "'.¥hat was worse, the Lord seemed to have
forsaken me, and I fell into a bad and barren state of mind; and, as
usual, the enemy took advantage of it, to my sorrow afterwards.
(To be continued.)

"LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED."
"LET not your heart be troubled;" ;
How suited and how sweet,
When words like these from Jesus,
The troubled one doth meet!
Although in tribulation
The pilgrim's path may tend,
They shall have peace in Jesus,
Who is their heavenly Friend.

" Let not your heart be troubled; "
All things must work for good
To them who are the called,
The purchased of His blood :
He groaned, He died to save them,
Upon the accursed tree,
And He will bless and strengthen
Until from sin set free.

" Let not your heart be troubled;"
Why shouldst thou yield to fear?
When He, the Sun, ariseth,
The clouds must disappear:
He comforteth the mourners,
The burdened and oppressed,
With "Come to Me, ye weary,
And I will give thee rest. "

ee e Let

not your heart be troubled; ,
I mansions will prepare;
And, when your journey's ended,
Thou shalt My glory share:
Although I now must leave thee,
I'll surely come again,
And to Myself receive thee,
Away from sin and pain."

Let not your heart be troubled;"
On Him cast all your care;
Your every sin and sorrow
He hath engaged to bear:
In every sore afliiction,
In every trying hour,
He will uphold and strengthen
With His almighty power.

"Let not your heart be troubled; "
May this sweet thought beguile
The moment of affiiction'Tis but a " little while" :
And then the weary tra,eller
Shall find a peaceful rest,
For ever with his Saviour,
Upon His loving breast.
J. B.

e,

IF you and I are known of the Lord Jesus, how little it matt,ers if
we are little known by others!
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A PLEA FOR REBEKAH.
Do we not see in her "as it were the company of two armies j " the
actings of faith, the workings of nature ~ Faith persuaded what God
had told her must come to pass, nature trying to bring it to pass.
"The elder shall serve the younger" had been declared when "she
went to inquire of the Lord" (Gen. xxv. 22). How could she rest,
when she heard Isaac about to bless Esau ~ So nature prevailed, but
God overruled, and grace triumphed ultimately; though she had to
"eat the fruit of her own ways" in the bitter trial it must have been
to part with Jacob f01" life. Just so had Sarah manifested the two
principles j and bitterly vexatious must have been the tent-life of the
mistress to see the bond-maid and her son caressed, and be "despised"
in the servants' eyes. "Be surt! your sin will find you out j " and
. children of grace must be chastened for the workings of the flesh. Still,
if there was "an allegory" in Hagar and the bond-child, surely we
may see an allegory here, too. Rebekah heard the words of Isaac j
she knew how to prepare what "the child of promise" relished-and
here she must represent the true Church, setting savoury meat before
the household of faith. "Two good kids of the goats from the flock."
Just so was the paschal lamb not hunted for, but taken out from
among the sheep and the goats (Exod. xii. 5), the horns of the latter
representing probably the st1'ength of salvation. "The horn of my salvation," and the long hair a covering and glory (1 Cor. xi. 15). These
two goats we see again in Leviticus xvi., setting forth the sin offering
and substitution, Christ Jesus in His atonement and resurrection.
On what could the child of promise feast, as on this savoury meat
which his soul loved ? "Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children
of promise" (Gal. iv. 28). Are we not ready to bless one who sets
before us this savoury meat such as our soul loveth ~ " Yea, and he
shall be blessed."
Further, "Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau,
which were w-ith her in the house, and put them upon Jacob, and the
skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth
of his neck." The false Church is much occupied with vestments j
the true Church of God msists upon the necessity of putting on this
"goodly raiment," even the robe of righteousness of the Elder Brother,
which is the righteousness of God unto all and upon all that believe,
that so the Father God, even our own God, shall give us His blessing.
,. Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ." In this covering or propitiation,
this skin of the slain sacrifice, even our nature's best, its amiability,
our, smooth parts, like Jacob's neck, and our doings, ll,S his hands, need
to be covered-yea, entirely hidden j and, as "he discerned him not,"
so our Father discerns only His First-born when we thus approach
and obtain the blessing.
Flesh and spirit, the mystery of both working in the renewed heart,
is the only key to this chapter. We find habitually the world pitying
and approving the man All-flesh, who counted present indulgence of
his appetite and worldly pleasure far preferable to the birthright
and its future blessing. "What good shall this birthright do me 1"
But the deceit and falsehood of the child of grace are nevertheless
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to be abhorred; and we must notice how he had" good measure pressed
down and running over" of deceit and falsehood in the dealingd of
Laban and his own sons with him, "as the rod of correction," to prove
him a son (Heb. xii. 7), "chastened now, that we should' not be condemned with the world." So there is doubtless a direct connection
between much of our trials and our sins, the discipline of a righteous
Father correcting with judgment, but dealing in grace.
Oh, to be circumspect, "looking unto Jesus" against the sin that
doth so easily beset us, which only He, by the power of the indwelling
Spirit, can subdue; and, while the evil of the workings of the flesh
in Rebekah are a warning beacon, may we possess somewhat of her
spirit, teaching our children how to go in unto the Father to obtain
the blessing in the goodly raiment of the Elder Brother, crying, "Look
not on me" (Canticles i. 6). " Behold, 0 God, our Shield, and look upon
the face of Thine Anointed" (Psa. lxxxiv. 9); and pointing out the
striking contrast between Jacob, who so desired the blessing that
he must have it at all cost, and Esau, so seeking present things" to
the satisfying of the flesh," that he despised it "for a mess of
pqttage."
Leicester.
MARY.

MY MOTHER.
My dear mother! What sweet memories cluster around the name of
" moJner"! Surely a good mother is one of our covenant God's great
earthly blessiogs.
My dear mother's name was Ruth-" Plai,n Ruth,"
she use.d to say-though in persQIlal appearance she was anything but
Jllain. I used to chmb on to her knees and stroke her hair (which
I, being the youngest of a large family, never remember as other than
grey), and call her "My pretty mother."
The'last chapter of Proverbs, from the tenth verse to the end, fully
describes the traits of her beautiful character; and I would earnestly
commend that chapter to the serious and prayerful consideration of all
young women.
She bad had great trials-vM'y great and very heavy; but listen to
her in tlte review of her long life-like another aged saint. Taking
the hand of a dear son-in-law (who is now with her), she said, as
thQugh she was face to face witiJ. a Great Presence, "God, who
hath fe.d me all my life long unto this day-yes, to this daythe Angel who hath redeemed me from all evil-from all evil-bless the
lad, bless the lad. Yes, kept me from all evil these ninety years
andrmore in the wilderness."
She died May 1st, 1873, and had she
lived to the 27th of this month (March), she would have been one
hundred years old. Her children, and children's children, rise up to
call her blessed.
188.2.
M. L. S.
If we were but realizing this truth, beloved, we are Christ's, we should
never be downcast any more.

;
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tlilgrim t1~tlcrs.
DEW-DROPS.

"He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hnlh not the Son of Goelhath
not life."-l JOHN v. 12.
THAT word life is only fully comprehended by those who have been
shown their true state by nature, as "dead in trespasses and sins," and
have been led to seek, and assuredly to find, a risen Saviour, and to
know the power of His resurrection.
For such He has tasted death;
for them also He rose again, that they should not see death; and
now in Him they ever live, deriving all the benefits from His life for
time and for eternity. In Him they are clothed upon, saved with an
everlasting salvation, redeemed with a price no less precious than the
blood of Christ Jesus their Lord, and by His almighty power kept
and preserved to all eternity. He is the Giver of their mtural life, which
is just as much in His divine keeping as their spiritual; and just as
long as He pleases He will keep them here for His glory. But to us
it has its uncertainties, its changes, and its darkening shadows. It is
ours only for a moment-nay, scarcely that, for "in the midst of life
we ar.e in death." "What is your life 1 It is even a vapour, that
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away." Death is busy.
around us, changes are ever taking place; but, beloved, the true secret
of happiness is to know that we have some reality to which to clingthe unchangeable Jehovah for our God, our Guard, and Life. To have
Him abiding with us and in us, unchangeably the same, is that
which gives to the soul that secret joy which no man can take from
her, and which strengthens her clinging, animates her spirit to keep·
pressing all, never hesitating, never halting, till in those realms of
bliss above she falls down to worship the Lamb that was. slain for
her, that she might ever live before Him.
"Ht that hath the Son hath life." Oh, the fulness of this statement-the immensity of divine love contained herein! In Him we
possess all things; yea, says the poet, "More than all in Thee I
find." Blessings in this life, blessings in the life to come. Grace
begun here, to be consummated in "an eternal weight of glory"
hereafter.
Oh, beloved, do you know something of this blessing 1 Is your
faith (ever so feeble) able to grasp the truth of this indwelling
life and love divine 1 Does your soul wrestle with Him unceasingly
until He has blessed you 1 If you know something of this living by
faith on the Son of God-if you are realizing a little of the great
things He has done in you and fer you-then seek to glorify Him.
Is your walk and conversation such as becometh one so much blessed 1
Have you come again and again as an empty vessel unto the Fountain
of fulness to be filled and refilled 1 There is so little seeming reality.
in religion at the present day; so little that is Christ-like; so little of
Christ set forth in our lives. Worldly cares and concerns take up our
time, instead of seeking the only real satisfaction never to be found·
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out of Christ. V.,re often find ourselves dissatisfied, as ea.ch day closes,
that we have enjoyed so little communion with our risen Head.
Why is this 7 Our own heart condemns us in the answer. We have
not been urgent at the throne of grace, pleading a blessing in Jesus'
name. We have not been looking to Him who, in His mercy, would
have satisfied us early. No wender we go 011 dejected, cast down,
careworn, and troubled, as long as we think to keep our trials to
ourselves. But let Faith grasp the living truth that dwells within
your heart, .and, though often called into lively exercise, she will
rise above it all, and in implicit confidellce carry all her trials to
the great Burden-Bearer, who carcth for all His weak and erring
children far more than they can realize.
" He that hath the Son hath life." "But," you say, "I don't think I can
possibly be one of these happy possessors. My life seems so unlike
that which becometh one of His followers;" and you may follow up the
mistaken notion that, in a different sphere, you would better serve
Him. Your position in life may be a trying one-anything but
desirable-just the last you would have chosen for yourself. But
take courage; you are in your right place, be assured, beloved, if your
covenant Father has placed you there, and you will there glorify Him.
Wherever you are, if His life is within you, it will actuate yours. It
is His life that will make you acceptable to the Father, and it is His
life in you gives you the hope of future glory. "He that hath the
Son" can never be separated, but will live to all eternity with Him.
H ViThen Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall we also appear
with Him in glory."
"Bath life." Every blessing is bound up in that statement. All
things that shall be for your good and His glory, as concerns the
temporal life; blessings innumerable in your spiritual life; and eternal
life your inheritance when all things earthly shall have passed away.
There it will
The earnest of it you have now in faith and hope.
be a glorious realization-your rightful possession in the name
of your glorious Redeemer, who has made you meet for the
inheritance.
And, "if we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit."
We need the exhortation too often to be repeated, "Walk worthy."
For all the inestimable benefits conferred upon us by a gracious and
long-suffering God, we can at least seek to glorify Him by living
as is becoming to His follo"ITers. Regrets as to what you have been,
and what you should be, will not avail, unless you throw yourself in
entire dependence on Him, seeking Him in every matter, asking
His guidance in all things, and beseeching Him, who has so kept
you in the way, to give you more and more strength to walk
worthy.
"He that hath not the Son of God hath not life." How sad the
-contrast! No knowledge of Him as concerns spiritual things. No
living faith in Him, and no participation of enjoyment with His saints.
" Dead in trespasses and sins." Separate from a living God. "No condemnation," no separation, for the living child of God; but condemnation
and separation for those who have not the Son of God. Life for His
people, because He ever lives. Every mercy bestowed because He
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livell to bless. All our sins forgiven, because He lives to intercede.
Tnrough all our wanderings k~pt in the way, because He lives to guard
and guide; and the eternal inheritance made ours, because He lives
to bring us to the prepared place: "For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savionr Jesus Christ."
R.

S.crtn.O'ltf.l anh J.O'tts .0'£ S.crm.O'lts.
A SERMON PREACHED IN ST. LUKE'S, BEDMINSTER,
0:-;- EASTER DAY,

1882,

BY THE REV. W. H. PAINTER, CURATE.

" For if, when we were enemies, tce were reconciled to God by the death
of His Son, mw:h more, being reconciled, Ice shall be saved by His life."
-RoM.L'\s v. 10.
THERE are two important matters contained in this verse-reconciliation
and salvation; the one, reconciliation, effected by the dwth of Christ;
the other, salvation, the result of His life; both closely connected with
the event we this day commemorate, the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus.
1. Reconciliation. Consider of whom the Apostle here speaks:
"enemies "-" if, when we were enemies." How much is contained in
this word "enemy"! How it opens up the condition of all the Lord's
believing people before their conversion by the Spirit, and the present
condition of all mere nominal believers; for what does God's Word
declare respecting such 1 Does it not tell us that they are "enemies
in their minds by wicked works" (Col. i. 21); that "the carnal mind
is enmity against God" (Rom. viii. 7); that the language of the
carnal heart is, "Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice 1 I
know not the Lord" (Exod. Y. 2); "Depart from me, for I desire not
the knowledge of Thy ways" (Job xxi. 14); "We will not have this
Man to reign over us" 1 (Luke xix. H.)
Dear friends, have you ever really considered what is involved in
being an enemy to God 1 An enemy to God is an enemy to His
holiness, for he delights in unholiness; he is an enemy to His justice,
for he is continually doing what His law forbids; he is an enemy to
His love, for he despises His love in election; he is an enemy to His
grace, for he boasts of salvation by works; he is an enemy to His
omnipresence, for he does things which, if His presence were realized,
he would shrink from doing; he is an enemy to His omniscience, for he
lives in contempt of His omniscient eye, which sees everything, and of
His omniscient ear, which hears every idle word; he is an enemy of
His truth, for he hates it; he ill an enemy of His people, for he despises
them; he is an enemy of His Word, for it condemns him. Oh, in what
a state is every unconverted sinner-an enemy of God!
Know you ought of this state of enmity and rebellion against the
Most High 1 Have you been caused by the Spirit of the Lord to see
yourselves as God sees you 1 to know the eumity of your hearts as God
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knows it 7 If so, and if, moreover, YQU have been enabled to bring it
in faith to the fountain of the Saviour's blood, that it may be washed
away-if you' have been graciously enabled to pray to be made willing
in the day of the Saviour's power-then there is hope for you
concerning this thing. But, on the other hand, if you are totally
unccmscious of your enmity-if you are unconcerned about your wilful
unbelief-then, my dear hearers, you show by your actions, which speak
more loudly than words, that you are an enemy of God. And, if you
have no love for God, for Christ, for their IVord, for their people, and
if you continue in that awful state, what will be-what must be-the
end thereof7 The Apostle warns, "To be carnally minded is death"
(Rom. viii. 6); death now, eternal death hereafter.
But what has Christ done for His people, enemies though they be ~
Our text tells us that they have been 1'econciled Oy His death. Yes,
reconciled; and that by the death of the Lord J eSllS. Consider well,
brethren, how much is included in this declaration. There was the
imputation to Him of the trespasses of enemies, for "God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himself." How 7 " Not imputing
their trespasses unto them," they having been imputed to the Mediator,
according to what is written, "The Lord hath laid upon Him the
iniquity of us all." "He hath made Him to be sin for us who knew
no sin." And, since their trespasses were imputed to Him, reckoned
to Him, it follows that the punishment due to His people, who had
committed them, was inflicted upon Him. Yes, verily, for it is likewise
written, "For the transgression of My people was He stricken." "The
chastisement of our peace was upon Him." "He was made a curse
for us." What then follows ~ If He bore the sins of His people in
His own body on the tree-if He shed His blood for His people, and
"the blood is the life"-if He "poured out His soul unto death"-what, my
beloved hearers, is the result 7 St. Paul tells us : "Having made peace
by the blood of His cross;" "And you, that were sometime alienated
and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled
in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and
unblameable and unreproveable in His sight."
How perfect, then, is
the reconciliation effected by Christ for His people! So perfect is it,
that each believer can say, in the language of the Prophet Isaiah
(chapter xii. 1), "0 Lord, I will praise Thee: though Thou wast
angry with me, Thine anger is turned away, and Thou comfortedst
me."
Thus the heart of the sinner who is taught by ~he Holy Spirit
receives the reconciliation. His stubborn will IS subdued, his
conscience is enlightened, and his grateful language is, "I will love
Thee, 0 Lord, my strength!" "Whom have I in heaven but Thee ~
and there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee"
(Psa. lxxiii. 25).
How great is the contrast between the people who have been
reconciled to God and those who have not been reconciled! In the
one case, we behold sinners made friends; those who were far off
from God made nigh by the blood of His Son; enemies made the
children of God, and having, through faith in Christ, joy and peace
in believing; whilst, ,as regards the others, their state and condition
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is sad indeed, for it is written (Rom. ii. 8, 9), "Unto them that
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every
soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the
Gentile." In which position, then, my beloved friends, do you
stand 1 Have you the experience of reconciliation, or are you
amongst the enemies of God 1 Let conscience tp-stify.
But let us advance further, and considern. The great blessing which the reconciled people of God enjoy.
They are saved, but on what ground 1 Our text replies, by Christ's life.
But you ask, "How is this 1 Does not Scripture tell us that we are
saved by Christ's death? How then are we saved by His life? " I reply,
it is quite true that Scripture does tell us that the people of God are
saved from the consequences of their sin, its guilt and its curse, by
Christ's death. But, at the same time, it also tells us that salvation
results from His present life, as regards the daily experience of it. For
how stands the case 1 If salvation is not applied to the hearts of those
for whom J e-sus died, if they should be allowed to die in their sins, then
He would show Himself to be an imperfect Saviour, instead of being
what He really is, a perfect Saviour. He would show that there was something wanting in His vicarious sacrifice,as regards either its value or its
efficacy. But no; His atoning death was a perfect sacrifice. It has met
all the claims of etermJ justice j it has put away sin j it has" perfected
for e,ver them that are sanctified j" and, consequently, He now lives to
give the experience of salvation to the reconciled ones. He sends down
His Spirit into their hearts, convincing of sin, bestowing faith, and giving
liberty, by showing them that He is a Prince and a Saviour, giving
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
Oh, my brethren, what encouragement is there here! 'Vhen the enjoyment of salvation is lost for a time, when fears and doubts arise, when
Satan hurls his fiery darts, when the world's hatred and scorn are experienced, oh, to know that salvation is in Christ's hands, and that, as the
cry ascends from the heart, " Say unto my soul, I am thy ,salvation" (Psa.
xxxv. 3), we shall surely hear Him say, "I am thy Saviour ,and
thy Redeemer "-what joy does this afford!
Moreover, the preservation of His reconciled people depends upon
His present life. Has He not said (John xiv. 19), "Becau,se I live,
ye shall live also" 1 Why are they kept from falling away ~ Because
He is "able to keep them from falling" (Jude 24). Why is faith
preserved alive 1 Because of His intercession (Luke xxii. 31, 32).
Why are our souls kept alive 1 Because He is our life, and our souls are
hid with Him in God (Col. iii. 3). Why are our lives preserved ~
Because Christ is our life (Col. iii. 4). Satan comes upon us oftentimes·
"as a roaring lion," but He saves "out of the mouth of the lion."
The law is strong to accuse, but He lives and pleads, "Deliver him
from going down to the pit: I have found a ransom" (Job xxxiii. 24).
Yea, He enables His servant to utter the challenge: ""Vho is he that
condemneth 1 It is Christ that died j yea, rather, that is 7·isen again."
The world is strong to hate, but He "delivers out of this present
evil world." Sin is powerful within the believer, but Christ's grace
is mightier. Yes, Christ's reconciled people are saved by His life:
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They are in His hand-carried in His bosom-borne upon His heart.
How great their security!
My bretrhen, do we think of man's fallen condition as we should ~
Do we consider it to be not only a state of complete ruin, but also
of thorough and entire enmity against God ~ Or, do we think and
speak lightly of it ~ Believe me, incorrect views upon this matter lead
to incorrect views of the Saviour's work, and of the Spirit's also;
and not only this, but they will nurse pride and self-righteousness.
But, on the- other hand, correct views of man's enmity will exalt the
Saviour whilst they will humble the sinner. They will give Him all
the praise, whilst they keep the sinner in his proper place, in the
dust. Oh, for the Spirit's teaching, as the "\Yord is read, that we may
ever think of' ourselves as that Word describes us-by nature and by
practice, rebels and enemies. against God.
Lastly, mark the expression, "rnw:J. 97Wl'e." It is as if the Apostle
said, "The greatest, the hardest, the most difficult part of the work
is already done; and, if the main task has been accomplished in the
reconciliation of enemies, how much easier, so to speak, must be the
salvation of friends!" There is the fullest assurance that all who
have been reconciled shall be saved j for, if a dying Christ reconciled
them, a living Christ shall save them. Oh, to feel the power of this
death and this life-this death to reconcile j this life to save! And
how an experimental knowledge of this death and this life opens
np heavenly communions between Christ and the soul, makes religion
a living reality, causes the Bible to shine forth as a Book filled
with ever new and glorious truths! And what an effect will it have
upon the life! What separation from the world-what humilitywhat meekness-what conforrr;,ity to Christ! "Be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect
will of God" (Rom. xii. 2). "If ye then be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things
on the earth" (Col. iii. ], 2).

" YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER KNOWETH."
YES, Lord, Thou knowest all our need;
Thou wilt forsake us never;
Thou sittest on the water-floods,
And reigneth King for ever.

Thy chosen people, Lord,
Nought them from Thee can sever;
Thou sittest on the water-floods,
And reigneth King for ever.

Our unseen Ruler Thou,
Thy purpose thwarted never;
Thou sittest on the water-floods,
And art a King for ever.

I bend the knee, my Lord,
In low allegiance bow;
Thou sittest on the water-floods,
Where none can reign but Thou.

Thou knowest all Thy people's trials,
Their strifes, their sorrows, woes;
And sweetly whispers in their ear,
" Your heavenly Father knows."

Whitby.

M. L.
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DEATH TO POPISH AND ARMINIAN DOOTRINES, BY
THE FIVE POINTS;
ESTABLISHED AT THE PROTESTANT SYNOD OF DORT, A,D. 1618, THE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ENGLISH CHURCH BEING BISHOPS HALL
AND DAVEXAKT.
L-THE FALL OF ADAM.
EFFECT-Spiritual Death. GOD'S PURPOSE-To obtain for the Son the
w01'ship of a redeemed creatnre.
"In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. ii. 17).
"In Adam all die" (1 Oar. xv. 22).
" And every creature . . . heard I saying, Blessing, and glory, and
power be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb for ever and ever" (Rev. v. 13).
n.-ELECTION.
God the Father chose a people from the spiritually dead in Adam;
gave them to His San for His inheritance.; the Son redeemed these
with an eternal redemption; the Holy Ghost quickeneth and sanctifieth
all the elect people of God; and these are all "kept by the power of
God, through faith, unto salvation."
"He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and without blame before Him in love" (Eph. i. 4).
"Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you,
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain. . . . . I command you that ye love one another. If the world
hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. If ye were
of the world, the world would love his own; but because ye are not
of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore
the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The
servant is not greater than his lord. If they have per3ecuted Me,
they will also persecute you" (John xv. 16-20).
"I pray not for the world, but for them which Thou gavest Me
out of the world, for they are Thine. . . . . I have given them Thy
word; and the world hath hated them because they are not of the
world, even as I am not of the world. . . . . Neither pray I for these
alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their
word" (John xvii.; Rom. viii. and ix.).
One argument by CHRTSTOPHER NESSE, M.A. (1700), in proof of
absolute election :-" If election be general, under a condition of
belioving, then Pilate, Oaiaphas, and Judas were elected under that
condition, and so God is made to speak after this manner: 'I have
appointed to save Pilate, Caiaphas, and Judas, if they will believe in
the death of Ohrist; but, if they shall believe, Ohrist shall not be
crucified; for those are the very men appointed by My determinate
counsel to put Christ to death' (Acts ii. 23, and iv. 28). Before
that was done (according to this supposition) those men might
have believed, and so God's decree about Ohrist's death should not
have been absolute, but depending upon a condition which those
men might have fulfilled, to wit, believing in Ohrist's death; which,
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had they done, they had believed in something that had not been
done at all; thus carnal reason bespatters divine wisdom." -An
Antidote against Anninianism, published for public good in 1700.
1Ir.-PARTICULAR REDEMPTION-BUT UNIVERSAL OUTWARD OALL.

Ohrist, by His death, buys back from the curse of sin-which is
eternal death-the chosen people which belonged to Him as His Father's
gift, and obtains for them eternal redemption, which is eternal salvation.
"Ohrist Jesus came into the world to save sinners." Ohrist's redemption
is, therefore, the buying back of that which belonged to Him;
and it is for these He laid down His life, and for these He prays-not
for the world. He is made unto the world no more ndemption than
wisdom, rigMeousness, and sanctification. And this is only unto them
that are in Ohrist Jesus, "that, according as it is written, He that
glorieth, let him glory in the Lord" (1 001'. i. 30, 31).
" By His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption' for us" (Heb. ix. 12).
"I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known of
Mine. . . . I lay down My life for the sheep" (John x. 14, 15).
"This is My blood of the New Testament, which is shed for
many" (Mark xiv. 24).
"My righteous Servant [Ohrist] shall justify :1lUKY" (Isa. liii. 11).
"He bare the sins of many."
"The Son of Man came to gi,e His life a ransom for ri/any" (::\Iatt.
xx. 28).
"Husbands, lo,e your IDves, even as Ohrist lo,ed the Ohurch, and
ga,e Himself for it" (Eph. v. 25).
",Vho gave Himself for us, that He might REDEElI us from ALL
iniqttity" (Titus ii. 14).
"Feed the Ohurch of God, which He hath purchased with His
own blood" (Acts xx. 28).
"Ohrist hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us" (Gal. iii. 13).
"It is finished" (John xix. 30).
"Ye believe not, because ye are not of My sheep" (John x. 26).
"Ye are complete in Him" (001. ii. 10).
"Preach the Gospel to every creature" (Mark xvi. 16).
"To the one we are the savour of death unto death [iu them
that perish], and to the other [them that are saved] the sa,our of
life unto life" (2 001'. ii. 16).
IV.-EFFECTUAL OALLING-NEW BIRTH.

(Invin'ible Grace.-Born again of the Spirit.)
"Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power" (Psa. ex. 3).
"Who hath resisted His will ~" (Rom. ix. 19.)
"Who hath saved us with an holy calling, not according to our
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given
us in Ohrist Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. i. 9).
" Ye received the vVord of God, which effectually worketh also in
you that believe" (1 Thess. ii. 13).

The Gospel Magazim.

551

" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God"
(John iii. 3-6).
" Of His own will begat He us with the Word of truth" (James
i. 18).
" You hath He quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins"
(Eph. ii. 1).
"He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life" (John iii. 36).
"As many as were ordained to eternal life believed" (Acts xiii. 48).
.

Y.-FINAL PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS.

(None oj God's chosen, C/wist's redeemed, and the Holy Ghost's sanctijied,
lost,. all saved through gmce, though sinners' to the last.)

"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow
Me: and I give unto them eternal life: and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand" (John x. 27, 28).
"Those that Thou gavest Me I have kept, and none of them is
losi but the son of perdition; that the Scripture might be fulfilled"
(John x,ii. 12).
" Kept by the power of God, throngh faith, unto salvation" (1 Peter

i. 5).
"Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He also called; and
whom He called, them He also justified; and whom He justified,
them He also glorified" (Rom. viii. 30).

THE ONLY TWO PLANS OF SALVATION.
MAN'S PLAN

(Unscriptuml).

Either-natural strength, not spiritually dead in Adam, but with
power and free-will left to ask for grace, faith, new birth, &c.;
or sacramental grace, regeneration, and election by baptism.
By this plan, Christ's death only puts baptized perEons into a
state in "hich they may possibly save themselves; anfl their salvation is consequently dependent on their obedience to the law after
baptism, namely:Do this and live; keep the commandments, and thou shalt obtain
the reward.
Do thy part as well as thou canst, and then trust in Christ for the
rest.
Love God, and God will love thee: not for what He hath done,
but for what He may do.
Do this unto thy life's end, or thou wilt lose the reward of all
thy labour, and become a castaway at last.
"For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all" (James ii. 10).
GOD'S PLAN

(Scriptttml).

Sovereign grace, through Christ, in election; eternal redemption,
effectual calling and regeneration by the Holy Ghost, and final
perseverance.
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"Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world." "Redeemecl
with an eternal redemption, by the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world," for the chosen people whom the Father had given Him
in His eternal purpose and covenant. "Begotten again by the IVord"
of truth, and born again of the Spirit. "Kept by the power of God,
through faith, unto salvation."
Not "Do this and live j " but, "Live and do. " Not" do," but
"done." "It is finished." The covenant is fulfilled.
"Not of works, lest any man should boast," bnt "by grace are ye
saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God."
Not "by the deeds of the law," but by faith in the redemption by
our Lord Jesus Christ, are we justified, and have peace with God.
Not" Do thy part, and God will do His," for man did his part in
the garden of paradise, and lost his spiritual life, and it is by God's
free, unmerited grace alone that it can be restored to him.
Spiritual life is the gift of God. " Ye must be born again."
Not "Love God, and God will love thee j " but, "vVe love
Him because He first loved us," and "love is the fulfilling of the
law."
Not loss of grace-that is, God's favour-but "loved with an everlasting
love," "kept by the power of God, through faith, unto salvation,"
eternally redeemed from all iniquity j predestinated, called, justified,
and glorified.
These are the doctrines of the Church of England, according to her
Articles, Liturgy, and Homilies; and of her Reformers, martyrs, and
greatest divines. '<
Also, of the Established Presbyterian Church of Scotland, and of all
sound Protestant Nonconformist and foreign Churches.
It was by these that Canon GRASSI, a mitred abbot, one of the
most eminent of the Popish priests at Rome, has just been converted
(1873) from Popish heresy and lies to the truth as it is revealed
in the Word of God j and aho in the writings of St. AUGUSTINE,
of HIPPO, A.D. 430, and of the late revered Bishop vVALDEGRAVE, of
Carlisle.
(To be continucd.)

MURMURING.-Preserve me from a murmuring spirit, Lord, and
grant me submissively to remember Thy word, "For unto you it is given
in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe, but also to suffer for His
sake." Oh, permit not hard thoughts of Thee to be indulged, but
rather let me contemplate and ceaselessly acknowledge Thy mercy,
grace, and goodness. How infinitely do Thy mercies exceed the
creature's merits, or demerits I would rather say, as they deserve or
would entail upon me everlasting wrath j but that wrath was visited
He my Surety-my Daysman-was,
upon the sacred head of Jesus.
and here with grateful heart would I exult.
D.
.. See

TOPLADY'S

"Historical Proof. of the Cd,inism of the Church of England."

.;

553

Tlze Gospel jlfagazillc.

THE OLD ROAD TO THE KINGDOM-" THROUGH MUCH
TRIBULATION." PARENTAL SOLICITUDE ON BEHALF
OF CHILDREN.

To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.

...

DEAR AND HIGHLy·EsTEE!lIED SERVANT OF THE LORD,-In your letter
to dear Mr. WILCOCKSON, dated April 6th, 1882, and which now appears
in this month's Witness, under the heading "Fellow-Feeling and FellowTravelling," you commence by stating that "you knew nothing of the
lett.er of which your correspondent speaks in your last number." I presume that I am the person who wrote you that letter, as I spoke of it
in a note to Mr. WILCOCKSON, dated January 23rd, 1882, and that scrap
appeared in the April number of the Witness. I therein spoke of having
written to you in March, 1880, but got no reply, finding now that it
appears you never received th~t letter, which I suppose must have been
lost in the post. My husband has now among his papers found a copy of
it, and, feeling as I did at the time I wrote it-such a desire to tell you
what a solace your letter had been to me-I now take the liberty to send
you the copy, since my feeling of love and union to you is in no way
altered, "save only to increase," from the sweet morsels I glean from
time to time from your heart and your pen, inserted in the Witness.
Yes, dear sir, that did indeed cheer my heart, what you were constrained to say to dear Mr. WILCOCKSON concerning his affiicted son. Oh,
how, as a mother, I could rejoice with them, believing they must be
greatly comforted by your faith concerning him, that he is a vessel of
mercy, and that before you had learnt the father's intense anxiety
about him. I can and do believe, with you, that the religion of
those is not much worth who have no concern about the immortal
welfare of their children; and this, to:), I firmly believe, and it comforted
me greatly-you say wherever there has been intense soul-travail for
this or that child, whether they live to see it or not, you regard those
ardent desires and intense pleadings as precious signs and tokens of the
Lord's acceptance of such children. "Yes," my heart responded, "this
is just what I felt, and how I felt concerning my only very dear son, now
in glory." I could not give him up, and, though the enemy battled hard
with me, saying, "'Why, you see it is of no use at all your praying for
him, for the more you pray, the worse he is," it was of no use; he could
not stop the cry of my soul. Oh, how I used to fall on my knees, as
soon as he left the house in the morning, after making some hard distressing speeches to me, and, with a heart filled with anguish, cry,
" Oh, Lord, do have pity on him! He has no pity on himself; oh, have
mercy on him!" And (blessed for ever be His holy name!) He did have
pity, He did have mercy on him, and gave him that broken and contrite
heart which He only can bestow, and which is in His sight of great price.
Oh, the deep self-loathing, the grief and tears he was the subject of!
Never shall I lose sight of his poor dear face while under these
terrible convictions, nor yet the heavenly sunshine and sweetness
which lit up his face when pardon and peace came, by the Holy Ghost

o
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speaking with power these words into his soul: "Thy sins, which
are many, are all forgiven thee." Oh, what sovereign grace can do!
Although his sufferings for many weeks were so intense, never an
impatient word escaped his lips. So I would say to all praying parents,
"Go on; never give it up,"
I have but one more child, a daughter, left as yet a stranger to
these eternal realities, who is now the mother of three dear children.
Oh, that they may be brought to serve the Lord, when I am gone home!
Let me entreat of you to bear with me, for I did not think of going
into the subject of my dear child. But reading again your letter, and
seeing what you say concerning praying parents and their children, has
so touched a chord in my heart that must ever vibrate to the praise
and glory of God when I think what wonders He has done for me.
And now, commending you and all that is near and dear to the
care of a covenant-keeping God, I beg to remain,
Yours in the warmest Christian love and gratitude,
London, June 23rd, 1882.
E. H.
COpy OF LOST 1ETrER ABOVE REFERRED TO.
1I1arch, 1880.
DEAR AND MUCH-HOXOURED SERVANT OF THE LORD JEsus,-I have
been favoured to see your face once in the fle"h, when you preached
at St. David's, Holloway. My husband heard you there for the first
time on a previous vht to St. Dayid's, and, when he came home, I
said, "'Yell, then, now you have heard that good man preach the
everla,<;ting Gospel." He said, "Indeed, I have heard him," and burst
into a flood of tears; his heart being filled to overflowing with the
love of God, the Holy Ghost having armed with power the blessed
trutm you had been enabled to bring forth. I do not now remember
the text nor subject, until I ask him again, which I will do before I
close this.
But the reason I write you this line, is the desire of my heart to
bear witness that your writing, as well as your' preaching, is owned
and blessed. Yes, that precious letter in the last December's Witness
-a reply to dear Mr. WILCOCKSoN'S-was indeed a sweet solace and
comfort to my soul, for which I have been waiting for sennteen
years, when it pleased the Lord to bring me into a most grie,ollS
affliction, such ao~ you speak of having passed through twelve years ago,
and as' dear Mr. WILCOCKSO:"i was visited previous to his writin er Health
and Cure-that little book I have never been favoured to see, but
have much desired to; and now you say it is out of print; for i did
strike me he then experienced some of the same kind of darkne-- and
distress which I did-, There I laid, with ice upon my head, burning and
beating with agony-congestion of the heart and lungs.
Oh, I
remember the' description I gave of it 'I\'a,<; this: like boiling-hot
blemd rushing to the brain; could not bear the least light or noise;
no sleep; the doctors deciding I must die, But oh, dear Ilir, what
was worse than all, my hope gone from under me, and left as I
thouo-ht to drop into hell. Oh, the" horror of great darkness," no one
on e~rth can conceive but those that have felt it! Indeed, it is in vain
"
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and fut.ile for any to say that a very clear and conclusive deliverance
can never fail to retain its hold upon t.he one who has been privileged
to realize it. That is what I thought first when in the deep waters, and
therefore obliged to conclude I had deceived myself and others. A
dear friend came to see me-one of the members at Regent Street,
City Road, under the ministry of the late dear Mr. ABRAHiU1S, where
I had a name and a place myself. She left my bed· side, and went
home bowed down and distressed at the thought that, after all she
had seen and heard and known of me, I should to all appearance die
without hope; but, after getting home, she could not go to sleep, but,
rocking herself as she sat up in the bed with anguish of mind, the
Lord spoke these words: "He whose fan is in His hand will
throughly purge His floor, but burn up the chaff with unquenchable
fire." Then she saw and said, "It is the Lord's work, and He will
see to it." I did try to cry out of the depths of my distress
to the Lord, that He would in mercy look upon me, and give me if
but ODe word, just to ustain and keep me from sinking into utter
despair. :My husband had gone into the next room with the two friends
that had called in to see me, and I was left alone, when these blessed
words distinctly but quietly sounded through my soul, "As the
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so am I round about thee." My
husband soon returned. I said, "Are there words such as this in the
VV ord of God 7" repeating the portion. He said," Oh, yes," :.tnd soon
found and read it to me (Psalm cxxv. 2). But it reads, "So the
Lord is round about His people from henceforth even for ever." I
said, "It did not come to me just so, but, ' So am I round about thee;'
for," I said, "had it come just as it is written, it would not have reached
me, greatly fearing that I am not one of His people." But, blessed for
ever be His holy name, it was to " thee," so that I could not get out of it.
l\1y husband was greatly comforted, and said, "If you are so walled
in, and the Holy Ghost has told you so, whether you live or die, you
are safe."
Thus was I a little helped j but no hnguage can describe what I
passed lhrough in body and mind during that ten weeks, for so
long it lasted j and yet, deaT sir, just all you describe on page 80
had I been blessed. and favoured, when it pleased the Lord to
bring pardon and peace into my soul, so was my heart filled to
overflowing with the love of a precious Jesus. I said, "Oh, that I
had lived in the days of persecution, that I might have died for His
name! " Yea, so close was the union-so near and dear was He to my
soul~that at last it amounted to something like this-there was no one
else in the whole world in the blessed secret but myself and Himself.
Oh, at that time how sweetly was that sweet portion fulfilled in my
experience, "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort
you j" and as in natme, so in grace. 'Vhen a precious child, a
darling babe, is by its fond mother caressed, embraced, and suckled
and pressed to her heart, what does that dear infant know of there
being any other in the world so happy and so indulged 7 And, as to
any fear of death, oh, no! I longed for it, and so wished I was in
my dear sister's place, who was at that time in the last stage of
consumption, but with a good hope through grace, and finished her
002
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course with joy. Both she and I were awakened from nature's darkness
and death under the same ministry, whilst our other two poor sisters
were left to sink into infidelity; and what shall we say to these
things, since Gabriel" Asks not the reason why,
Nor God the reason gives" 1

No; my heart desires to bow with resignation to His sovereign will,
who saw fit .to cut short His work, and take one sister, and that
the youngest, home to heaven, whilst I am left for now nearly forty
years in the wilderness, and have passed through seas of trouble, trial,
and persecution; yet all the children of the same dear, gracious,
praying mother.
But to return to your precious letter. You say, "But how different
now since those blessed days! It has left a deep inwrought conviction
of the folly of laying down rules, or setting up standards of so-called
faith, which, after all, may prove but presumption and self-sufficiency
of the flesh." Yes, my dear sir, I could have indeed sung with dear
WATTS in those blessed days" Should earth against my soul engage,
And hellish darts be hurled."

vVe know the dear man meant and felt what he said in the triumph
of faith, but he had never then been brought into the wild deluge, nor
had those storms of sorrow fallen upon his head. Yes, you wisely quote
the Saviour's words, " Ye know not what ye ask."
I often think of young professors, in their first love, like the
fruit trees in the spring, loaded or covered with blossom; but how
much of it is false, and is blown away with the wind! But, whatever it may be the Lord's will to bring us into of trial or affliction,
how would we rejoice,. rather than be left, as you say, among that
class that are not troubled like other men, have a smooth path throughout-" cradled to death," as dear Mr. ABRAHAMS used to say, by the
enemy under a profession, but never made to tremble under God's
vVord, strangers to David's broken and contrite heart!
This brings to my mind a portion the Lord spoke in a marvellous
way to my soul many years ago, when under grievous trials and persecution. I felt it was more than I could bear, and just ready to break
out in rebellion, when in a moment the Lord stopped my mouth
and brought me into the dust of self-abasement, by speaking with
power this word, "Is it not better having but one hand or one eye
to enter eternal life, than having all thy members, and to be cast into
hell ~"
This has helped and cheered me many times since, and will
hold good to the end.
There is much more, dear sir, I could say, but must not intrude on
your valuable time any more with my scrawl. I am at present in a
very weak, shattered state of health. Every time I write a few lines, I
think perhaps they will be the last; but I have longed, in my poor
way, to thank you for that blessed letter, and ready to say now, as
that dear man, Mr. PARKS, of Openshaw, did when in bad health, "I
thank God I have got that down on paper."
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I have much reason to be thankful for Zion's Witness. "The crumbs"
are sometimes living bread, and feed my soul. I feel now for the most
part to be growing downwards, and often filled with shame and confusion
of face to find, after all, so much indwelling sin; and this makes me
thankful if I am permitted to rank with the meanest ef thofe who are
favoured with a place at His feet, since" The feeblest saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way; "

and, amidst numerous evils and infirmities under which I groan daily,
I try hard, and desire to hold fast my confidence, "knowing whom I
have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that safely
I have committed to His charge," and" Like gold from the flame will bring me at last
To praise Him for all through which I have paesod;
Then love e,erlasting," &c.

I do hope that, ere this, it has pleased God to restore your health, and
that you will be yet spared some time to "preach Christ and Him
crucified." I find that the portion of the W ora. of God you preached
from-the blessed discourse to my husband-was Numbers xxiii. 19.
That last part was a sweet morsel to dear Mr. ABRAHAMS. He often
quoted it when rejoicing in the faithfulness of a covenant God: "Hath
He said, and shall He not do it ~ or hath He spoken, and shall He
not make it good ~ "
My good husba.nd was favoured to live with the Rev. Mr. PYM (that
excellent man of God, and brother of yours in the truest sense of the
word, in the Church of England) for some eight years at Elmley, in
Yorkshire, and his faithful ministry was blessed to his soul. He went
there when eighteen, a green youth, in nature's darkness-a steady,
moral youth, but a Pharisee-but left stripped of all this," clothed
and in his right mind."
Bear with me, and, a- it is out of the fulness of my heart towards
you, allow me to subscribe myself, yours in Him who lived, died, and
rose again to redeem and save such an unworthy, vile worm as I,
E. H.
A~SWER.

1. The perusal of the foregoing has confirmed us in the belief already

expressed in our letter to Mr. WILCOCKSON, that it never came to
hand. Even had it, not been inserted in these. pages, the subject of
parental solicitude; as contained in the epistle, is one too dear and too
sacred to our own heart for us to have either overlooked or forgotten.
2. As occasionally stated in this work, we are oftentimes greatly
struck with the timeliness in which certain testimonies reach us. They
come in very deed as "words in season "-words of cheer, of encouragement, of refreshing, just at the very nick of time when so greatly
needed. The Lord knows this, and therefore, in His tenderness and
compassion, sends by whom He will send. How those words fitted in,
just at the moment and under circumstances which rendered them so
singularly appropriate-

558

The Gospel Magazme.
" The feeblest -saint shall win the day,
Though death and hell obstruct the way."

3. 'With respect to the seasonableness of the arrival of the foregoing
epistle, we may state that the spiritual and eternal welfare of our dear
children had just been the subject, when conversing with our beloved
eldest daughter, who now, not merely as a sister on behalf of her
brothers, but as a mother on accouut of her own dear children, feels so
intensely the. weight of the interests of their never-dying souls. After
going into details with respect to this solicitude, we were both compelled to
come to this conclusion, namely-that it must be the Lord'" own work;
that no arguments, uo persuasion-nay, that no chastisements or afflictions
in themselves-could suffice to convince or convert the immortal soul; that
it must be the Lord's own doings. He, and He alone, could "bring down
the heart with labour." In proof of this, she mentioned a comparatively recent case, in connection with one of the most critical and
apparently hopeless of illnesses, in which there had been given one
of the most solemn and startling glimpses of all the horrors of the lost,
and which for a time seemed not merely deeply but savingly to impress;
but, alas! alas! with returning health (although snatched, as it were,
from the very brink of the grave) there was a falling back into a spirit
of indifferentism and worldlines;;. Ah! how these things prove the
utter fallacy of any means, any persuasion, any teaching, any resolves.
any promises, short of the Spirit's own work in and upon the souls of
His redeemed and quickened ones! This, therefore, we repeat, "as the
conclusion to which our beloved daughter and ourselves came, that we
could only look to and leave it with the Lord, to do His own work in
His own time and in His own way.
4. With respect to mere afflictions or dangers or judgments, in and
of themselves, failing to effect any real, permanent, or saving change,
a case in point comes vividly to our remembrance. Tn the lobby of
Holyrood Church, Southampton, is a tablet recording the death by
burning of about eighteen or nineteen persons. Some five-and-forty
years ago, a large storehouse (containing powder and other combustible
material), within a quarter of a mile of the church, took fire; and, in
consequence of two or three explosions, thl) huge wall or walls fell,
and buried the hapless souls to whose memory the record is made.
Thrown among those who lost their lives, whilst in the act of removing the
contents of the building, was one well known to ourselves, the son 0
a minister of the town. 'When one of the aforenamed explosions took
place, he was thrown from one of the floors of the stores among the
dying ana the dead. There he lay in a powerless condition, screaming for help; when at length rescued, the skin actually peeled off
nearly the entire of his body. Both his rescue and ultimate recovery
wel'e little less than -miraculous, inasmuch as he lay for a time with
the dead and the dying under and upon him, and a huge piece of
timber upon them, the flames bursting over them in defiance of any
venturing to come to their aid. But, alas! alas! the impressions
attendant upon this most dreadful calamity were but temporary. With
restored health, his convictions and resolves died away; and, as far
as we are aware, he died some years afterwards without leaving the
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How true is the testimony

" Law and terrors do. but harden,
All the while they work alone;
But a sense of blood-bought pardon
Soon dissolves a heart of stone."
" 'Tis LOVE that makes our willing feet
In swift obedience move;
The devils know, and tremble too;
But Satan cannot love."

How equally true it is that Sinai's thunder (l1'ives, but Sion's cross
"Pay me what thou owest," says Moses, the law's representative. "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do," says
Christ, the Law-fulfiller. Neither" the great and strong wind that rent
the mountains, and brake in pietes the rocks before the Lord," nor the
earthquake, nor the fire, served to cause the prophet Elijah to obey the
command to "go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord;"
but what these terrors failed' to do, the" still small voice" accomplished,
for when Elijah heard it, then, and not till then, he "wrapped his face
in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave."
Upon the same principle, it was not the wrathful tone, but the touching
appeal, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me~" that led the Apostle
instantly and most submissively to exclaim, ,,'Who art Thou, Lord ~ "
Ah! what secrets are these! The bride in the Canticles knew the secret,
when she says, "My Beloved put in His hand by the hole of the door,
and my bowels were moved for Him." Then, when thus tenderly,
lovingly, persuasively touched, she says, "I rose up to open to my Beloved;
and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with sweet-smelling
myrrh, upon the handles of the lock." This had to do with the" something secret," one of the precious Go~pel mysteries, of which again
blessed Run sings-

dJrall;s I

" Boast not, ye sons of earth,
N or look with scornful eyes;
Above your highest mirth
My saddest hours I prize;
For, though my cup seems filled with gall,
A something secret sweetens all."

Wha.t a mercy it is to know this in rich and happy experience!
Moreover, in proportion as we are led into a personal knowledge of the
depths of depravity and waywardness of our own hearts, shall we again
admit the truth of HART'S words" With some the tempter takes
Much pains to make them mad;
But me he found, and always held,
The easiest fool he had."

5. Depend on it, dear fellow-traveller, whatever may be the means,
or however mortifying to our poor proud hearts, that bring us down
into a deeply-felt consciousness of our utter vileness and helplessness,
for -those means we shall have to bless God to all eternity. The
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longpr we live, the more thoroughly convinced we are of the POSltIVt\
and indispensable need there has been for every crook and every cross
we have been called to encounter on pilgrimage.
G. You refer to our preaching at St. David's, Holloway. Upon
one of the occasions to which you allude-we forget which-we
remember to have felt so thoroughly unequal to the engagement
which awaited us, through physical weakness and indisposition, that
it seemed to U8, as we walked to the church, that we could willingly
have sat down upon a doorstep and there and then have died! So
that the after-testimony must indeed have been an illustration of
"out of weakness made strong." Ah! how little do persons in
general know of what are the exercises of the Lord's own divinelycommissioned servants with respect to the ministry of the Word!
How little do they conceive of the depths of soul-anguish and
distress down into which they have to pass, in order to bring forth
things new and old! At the same time, it is only these sin-burdened
, and Satan-buffeted ones that realize the peculiar sweetness, the unspeakable felicity, the supernatural blessedness, of standing forth as
a living witness for God and truth, when just brought forth from
the fiery furnace, or out of the horrible pit and the miry clay,
then and there to testify out of a full heart, a sacredlybedewed soul, a present unctuous power, of the grace, the love, the
mercy, the faithfulness and all-sufficiency of a coyenant J el1oYah,
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Oh, it is a very heayen upon earth;
yea, in feeling and enjoyment, one for the time being seems just
treading upon the yery threshold of the better land.
7. You allude to that particular visitation when, at a time of a
critical illness, a "horror of great darkness" suddenly fell upon us.
Strange as it may appear, and delivered as for most part we had been
from the fear of death for forty years previously, we have never since
wholly lost the feelings and sensations which at that time so unexpectedly
took possession of us. V{e are quite aware that it may be ascribed
to physical causes, having just before lost a good deal of blood, and
the bead becoming light and swimming.
We have thought, however, that the Lord may have had a loving
and gracious purpose in view with respect to that visitation; and our
thoughts are in part grounded upon a circumstance named to us some
~'ears ago. There wa~ a certain most godly man in Scotland who was
the subject of intense anxiety about the spiritual welfare of his two
sons. Night and day did he wrestle with the Lord on their behalf.
Still there was no evidence whatever of his prayers being heard. At
length he himself passed away, and that under a cloud. This fact so
wrought upon the minds of his sons, that they said, "If such a man
-if our father-thus died, what may ue expect 1" This proYed to be
the means of the conversion of both.
'Well, now, in like manner, we have thought that, as at the time
of that deep" horror of great darkness," two, if not three, of our sons
were in the room and witnessed our anguish, who knows but what
irr due time they may argue with themselves, as did the sons of the
Scotch gentleman? We have often thought of the solemn fact, that
the two dear friends who at the time we speak of- had called to in-
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quire after our health, have both since been called away, together with
the beloved shareI' of our many years' joys and sorrows. She was the
'first, and. that within a few weeks of the time of which we speak.
The next (:'Ir. R. D--), was seized in a moment. and within a few
minutes lay a corpse! The third (his dear wife) attended by an eminent
physician from London, and pronounced by him to be convalescent in
a fortnight, but who, notwithstanding such an opinion from so
eminent a man, died within eight-and-forty hours! And here are we
-at the crisis. of which we speak, apparently then about to be called
away-left, some fifteen years afterwards, to record these simple facts.
Hence we learn what poor short-sighted and dependent creatures we
are. How little do we kno\v what a day, or what even an hour, may
bring forth! How desirable, therefore, to realize the rich and distinguishing mercy, that "our times are in His hands"! Moreover, how
blessed to be in a waiting and willing poEture, with loins girt, lamps
trimmed, oil in our lamps, and staff in hand, ready and happy at any
moment to hear the glad tidings, "The Master is come, and calleth
for thee"! Oh, to be perpetnally in this waiting and willing
attitude!
8. Beloved, we perfectly agree with you as to the extreme folly of
supposing that those who have had even the clearest and most conclusive deliverance, never afterwards fall into a state of doubt or
uncertainty. So far from this being the case, these are the very
persons who do fall into such a condition. However desirable and
however blessed such a deliverance may be, the Lord will never allow
any deliverance to become a substitute for Himself. In other words,
He will never suffer the gijt to take the place of the Giver!
THE EJJITOR.
"MY FATHER KNo\YS."

To the Editor oj the GospeZ Magazine.

.

MR. EDIToR,-On reading this morning in the Old JO'Iw,than
the account of a poor old negro woman (headed, "The Old Shoes "), my
heart was melted into love and praise to Him whom this dear old negro
addressed as "lIIassa Jesus," and I felt in my soul, "Oh, that I could
oftener go to Him in that humble, simple, child-like manner!" which,
notwithstanding, I hope I am not altogether a stranger to; and this
circumstance reminds me of an instance which occurred in my own experience, some few years since, when we were living at "'vVestham, in Sussex.
I had, to the best of my knowledge, been out to speak in the Lord's
name, and was returning home by train. I was at that time much in
need of a new hat, but had no mOtley to buy one with, atld to get it
without, I felt I dare not, as we were poor, and troubled to meet each
day's demand for such things as nature really required. "'Veil, being in
a compartment alone, just before the train reached PeveJlsey station, I
knelt down and said, "Lord, Thou knowest I need a new hat. Oh,
do give me one! " and I felt a sweet persuasion that those few simple
word$ had entered heaven, and, therefore, I was daily, more or less,
l{)oking for my new hat, not having the faintest idea where it was to
DEAR
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come from-that is, as to the instrument by whom the Lord would
lSend it.
I think, about three weeks after, I was to preach at Rye. Accordingly
I went; and, after morning service, I was asked to stay over the
Monday, and preach again that evening, which I did. But, in the
afternoon of Monday, I was very much tried in my soul and perplexed
in my mind, and I said to Mrs. H--, the person whom I stayed with,
"I cannot think what I am staying here for to-day." In fact, I was
tempted to· think it was not of the Lord; but I soon proved that
"blind 1l'nbelief is sure to err," &c.; for, while we sat at tea, a person
came to the door, saying," I have brought a parcel 'for Mr. N--;" and,
to my utter astonishment, and the confusion of my unbelief, there was the
very hat I had asked of ~he Lord in the railway carriage, and I burst
into tears, saying, "Now I know what I am staying here for." Thus I,
like the dear old negro woman, proved that we can never go to the
Lord with too simple a matter, or in too simple a manner.
I desire to wish you every needed new covenant blessing in Christ
Jesus.
Tttnbridge Wells, Jttne 6th, 1882.
J. N.

A CHEERING TESTIMO~Y.
To the Editor of the Gospel 11[agaziil~.
DEAR Sm,-The enclosed note contains all the priYate information
I can gain respecting the last days of our dear friend and sist.er in
the Lord, Miss TmIKINS.
In her case a death-bed testimony was not necessary, though we
should have been glad to have had it, had it been possible; but hers
was a long life's daily walk in the good old paths, and a very favourite
way of expressing herself was, "Now let us have a little talk about
the 'be"t things.'''
As month by month I receive the much-valued GOSPEL MAGAZINEmore valued now, and under my present circumstances, than ever it
was-I call it my means of communion with the saints, and sit down
as to a rich feast, and have never been disappointed.
May you long
be spared to conduc~ it, and a rich blessing follow the blessed testimony given by the contributors to the saving and glorious doctrines
of free grace.
I am, dear sir, yours respectfully in Christ Jesus,

M. L. S.
Feb1''I.wry 21st, 1882.
DEAR MADAM,-:I have known my dear friend, Miss To=s, for many
years. Am sorry I can give no account of her early years in the di"ine life,
nor do I know when or by what means she was brought to the Lord. -She
has often lamented to me that ~he had no assurance. She had a fall, and
was confined to her bed 3, month all but two days; I saw her most days
and spent all the time I could with her. I believe she saw the Lord's
h¥ld in the stroke. She said, "This is to keep me quiet." She was naturally
very excitable and hasty.
A lady who saw her the first week said to me,
she did not believe she would recover; she was so quiet, not a word of
complaint ; so patient, and spoke so much of her mercies. I believe she was
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a good deal exercised the first part of her illness.
I often heard her in
prayer and confes,ion to the Lord. The last Scripture I heard her repeat
was, "I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee." A friend who saw her the Sunday before
she died, repeated to her the text, "0 death, where is thy sting 1 0
grave, where is thy victory?" and, before she could finish it, she took it up,
and said, "Thanks be unto God, who giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ." The last fortnight she did not take much notice of
anyone. She may have said many precious things, but the people who
attended upon her cared for none of these things, nor did they like her
to be spoken to on divine things; therefore she may have said much
that we should have been rejoiced to have heard, which is lost.

E. C.
THE SHADOWS OF LIFE.
WE say shadows of life, for what is there in this passing world that
can be called sl~bstmzce ? Says the Psalmist: "8urely every man
walketh in a 'fain sholl;; surely [mark the repetition] thyy are disquieted
in vain; he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather
them." Again says the Psalmist: ""Ve spend our years as a tale that
is told." The Apostle James, moreover, says, "For what is your life?
It is even a vapowr, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth
away." The marvel is that Satan should so completely get the mastery
over men as to lead them to act as though they were going to live
alway. He so throws dust in their eyes as to blind them to the fact
of neighbours and friends being called away on their right hand aml
on their left, and yet they seem callous to the fact of how soon may-·
yea, of how soon must-theiT own summons come!
"V(l have lately inserted letters of two of our former correspondents,
the late Rev. Mr. EAsDm.-\.D and Mr. "VILLIA11 SIMlIIONS. The
subjoined letters afford an example of the vain and uncertain tenure
of all things here to which we have just alluded. It will be seen
that, in the short interim between the dates given in the annexed letters,
Mr. E~ T~AD, who had just previously visited his sick friend, was
himself laid low by sudden illness, and then so quickly called to his
eternal rest. Blessed be God for the rich and distinguishing mercy
that neither the one nor the other was summoned before being in
readiness. They had both been called by grace before they were called
to die. They had been called out of the death in trespasses and sins
in which all men by nature are involved, before they had been called
away from the living, to die, in order that they may eternally live
where there is no death J
Reader, how do matters stand with you in this respect? Have
yon, by grace and power divine, been brought among those happy
and privileged ones of whom Jesus spake to Martha, when He said,
"I am the Resurrection and the Life: he that believeth in Me, though
he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever Jiveth and believeth
in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?" (John xi. 25, 26.)
But here are the letters:My DEAR AIR. EASTi\IEAD,-Alas! how soon are we cut down in a
moment, and might be laid low on our backs when we think not!
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I hear you are put down by onr gracious and ,nse God in His own
way and time, and none can s,top Him. Ah! the Lord only knows
when to touch us. Is it not strange how and where He strikes and
affiicts His children 1 How severe it may appear to us, and yet it
may be in the greatest love. But oh, how am I talking to you-a
father, and also equally a child! Surely I may talk so, and I may
feel so, and, as I feel, so I may thus speak. Then surely, after I have
had six months of this trying discipline from the Lord, a word or
two by the .way may find a response in your heart.
When the first shock of affiiction, or sorrow, or pain comes close
to one's bones, many a searching groan goes up to God. Would not
this equally b~ as well if it were somewhere else, or in some other
part of the body ~ Oh, how I have thought, and prayed, and dreamed
that things were or would be different some day, or in some way be
still different, and yet, in God's own way, all right with His will!
But day after day for months it does not come, or, if so, only
partially. Oh, what a blow this denial seems to be, morning after
morning! 'What rebellion must be dug out, or burnt out! How
little of it we thought we had! The little humility expected we
found considerably less than we imagined; and so on, my dear friend,
all through the chapter we might go on, and it is all the same. Whatever we expect to be found right or straight of our own doings, the
furnace of God soon puts the matter in its right light.
But I must not go on scribbling this way. "Let your heart
rejoice in Christ, and praise Him every morning;" this is the word,
and may you find it to be greatly precious to your own soul, and
may you realize all those blessed words which alone Jesus can pour
into your heart, and fill your mind with the grace and blessed words
which He can apply fully to fit the spots you are in. He can do
it. May it be His will to do it, and it will be better done than
anything more I can say.
Yours affectionately,
J[anchesteT, June 11th, 1879.
W1JI. SHUWNS.
My DEAR MRS. EAST1IfEAD,-Alas! alas! for human calculations
and human hope,! How soon they vanish, and how futile they appear when they are compared with God's doings! Oh, in this case ho,,inscrutable are His ways, and His dealings holV unsearchable! Surely
we are all vanity!
Of all people under the sun, why now &hould I have been left
hehind as a cumberer of the ground, and the one who so lately prayed
so sweetly at my side-and, mind you, Hot me in bed and he uIl,
but both apparently well, and I only at least wanting and waiting
for a further blessing of God-waiting, as it were, only for Jesus to
put me in the Pool of Bethesda, where I had been wPiting "His
time," but I fear rather impatiently; and now it was God's will that
I should wait a little longer, and he should go homp. to the loved
embrace of his own loved and longed-for Saviour. How soon he was
called up to sing with that happy choir above (happier than any choir
here) of all the sweets so fully expressed in those charming hymns
Oh, bliss of bliss! Yes,
you had in your anniversary hymn paper.
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seraphs shout, for another victor arrives. I am too full to write any
more. My dear friend, my heart sympathises with you much. May
Jesus remain with you and be yours always, and be to you Husband
and all you want.
Yours truly,
Manchester, Jww 30th, 1879.
WM. SIlI1MO~S.

AT REST.
To the Editor of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR DR. DOUDNEY,-In the month of October last, a constant
reader of the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, and a true mother in Israel, passed.
to her eternal rest-Mrs. GRACE WHITE RICHARDSON, of Sunderland.
Her life had been an eventful one, and full of troubles, and her body
a most afllicted one. She had a naturally bright and cheerful spirit,
and possessed a large share of practical common sense. For more than
two years before her death she was entirely confined to her bed, and
during that period there were many times when attacks of partial
paralysis made those around her think that her enri was near; but
from these she again and again rallied. I very frequently saw her
through her long illness, and can truly say it was borne with Christian
fortitude and patience. On one occasion, when my hushand was with
me, she said to us, "After I am gone, write to Dr. DOUDNEY, and tell
him I had a blessed hope. My active mind often looks forward
to the life beyond; but at times I feel myself such a poor worthless
being-I cannot always realize my safety.
I feel myself such a
poor sinful creature, I can do nothing! " My husband said, "All has
been done for you." Her face brightened, and she said with emphasis,
" Yes, all has been done for me."
As her mind remained clear throughout her illness, many were the
words of counsel, comfort, and experience that she uttered.
Her
faYourite hymn, and which she liked often to be read to her, was
the following one of CHARLES "\VESLEY'S" And can it be that I should gain I "Re left His Father's throneAn interest in the Saviour's
above
(So free, so infinite His grace) ;
blood 1
Died He for me, who caused His
Emptied Himself of all but love,
pain 1
And bled for Adam's helpless
For me, who Him to death
race:
pursued 1
'Tis mercy all, immense and free,
Amazing love! how can it be
For, 0 my God, it found out
That Tnou, my God, shouldst die
me !
for me 1
" Long my imprisoned spirit lay
"'Tis mystery all! The Immortal
Fast bound in sin and nature's
night;
dies!
Who can explore His strange
Thine eye diffused a quickening
ray,
design 'I
In vain the first-born seraph tries
I woke, the dungeon flamed with
light;
To sound the depths of love
divine:
My chains fell off, my heart was
free,
'Tis mercy all ; let earth adore;
Let
angel-minds
inquire
no
I rose, went forth, and followed
Thee.
more.
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" No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown through Christ, my own."

'When our dear friend's end drew near, and she saw her daugbters
weeping by her bed, she said, "'Let not your hearts be troubled.' 'Weep
not for me; rather weep foJ' yourselyes and your children." These were
her last audible words. Soon after, she became too weak to speak, and
gently breathed her last, on the 12th of October, 1881, in tbe eightyfirst year of her age. "The memory of the just is blessed."
I am, dear Dr. DOUDNEY, yours sincerely,
Sunderland, ][aTCh 6th, 1882.
MARY GOWLA..'\D.
.

A HARVEST INCIDENT.
one occasion, shortly before harvest, the fields stood thick with
corn, and our mother had already calculated that their produce would
suffice to meet all claims for the year. She was standing at the window
casting the matter over in her mind with great satisfaction, when her
attention was suddenly caught by some heavy black clouds with white
borders, drifting at a great rate across the summer sky. "It is a
hailstorm!" she exclaimed in dismay, and quickly throwing up the
window, she leaned out. Her eyes rested upon a frightful mass of
wild storm-cloud, covering the western horizon and approaching with
rapid fury. "0 God," she cried, "there comes an awful tempest,
and what' is to become of my corn 1" The black masses rolled nearer
and nearer, while the ominous rushing movement that precedes a storm
began to rock the sultry air, and the dreaded hailstones fell with
violence. Half beside herself with anxiety about those fields lying at
the eastern end of the valley, she now lifted her hands heavenward,
and wringing them in terror, cried, "Dear Father in heaven, what art
Thou doing ~ Thou knowest I cannot man:-tge to pay for my boys
at school without the produce of those fields! Oh, turn Thy hand,
and do not let the hail blast my hores !" Scarcely, however, had these
words crossed her lips when she started, for it seemed to her as if a
voice had whispered in her ear, "Is My" hand shortened, that it cannot
help thee in other ways 1" Abashed, she shrank into a quiet corner,
and there entreated God to forgive her want of faith.
In the meantime the storm passed; .and now various neighbours
hurried in, proclaiming that the whole valley lay thickly co,ered witll
hailstones, down to the very edge of the parsonage fields, but the latter
had been quite spared. The storm had reached their border, and then
sud"denly taken another direction into the next valley. Moreover, the
whole village was in amazement, declaring that God had wrought a
miracle for the sake of our mother, whom He loved. She listened,
silently adoring the goodness of the Lord, and avowing that henceforth
her confidence should be only in Him.-Fr01n "Faith's Ivlimcles,. 01', The
Power of Pmyer."
O~

~
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PROTESTING AGAINST ERROR AND PROCLAMATION
OF TRUTH.
" But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you than
that which we have preacbed unto you, let him be accursed."-GALATuNs i. 8.
" But I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel which was preached of me is not after
man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation
of Jesus Christ."-GALATIANS i. 11, 12.
" Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and he not
entangled again with the yoke of bondage."-GALATLu,s v. 1.

To the Editor of the Gospel 1J!IngL~zine.
My BELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN CHRIST,-In the last number
of the Magazine the privilege was accorded to me, in response to your
letter entitled "The Proclamation of Truth," of writing, however
incompetently, on that all-important theme.
The less congenial, but still necessary duty, is now devolved upon me
of adding some remarks in reply to the other part of that letter, under
the title "Protesting against Error."
In the humble but decided view which I take of the Scriptures
bearing on the momentous event, there is no hindrance whatever to
the Lord Jesus appearing in the clouds of heaven at any moment of
time.
And, if this be the stupendous fact, we are literally living
" in the last days," and it is with regard to those "last times" that we
are so emphatically and solemnly warned in the VV'ord of eternal truth.
And, so far from the confidence of God's living children being shaken
by what is happening around them, everything goes to prove, if proof
indeed were needed, that" the vVord of our God shall stand for ever."
We are- certainly warned against the "scoffers" of the last days, but
I cannot help thinking that even this refers to some who have taken
upon themselves the office of teachers professedly from the Word of God,
for there never was a time when the avolced scoffer and blasphemer
were not found. It is not so much against open blasphemy and infidelity
that the inspired writers so repeatedly warn u~, as it is against a
corruption and a perversion of the truth of God. ,Vith regard to the
so-called infidel and atheist, we have it inferentially declared, in the
Word of inspiration, that they are left entirely without excuse; excepting, I would fain hope, the comparatively few cases of men being given
over to "strong delusion that they should believe a lie "-and even in
such an awful case as this, it is not, blessed be God, my province to
come to any decision with regard to anyone individual thus judicially
blinded. With these exceptions, the vVord of God appp,ars to me
emphatic and conclusive that the so-styled atheist has no real confidence
whatever in his hollow, and vaunted, and blasphemous profession,
" There is no God."
The words of the inspired writer are these:
"For the invisible things of Him since the creation of the world are
cle"rly seen, being perceived through the things that are made, even
His everlasting power and divinity, that they may be without excuse"
(Rom. i. 20, Revised Version).
Let US note the fact that these words are written of the heathen world.
Even a heathen, to whom the ,Vord of revelation has never come, is
declared by this Scripture to be left" without excuse" in denying God's
"everlasting power and divinity." Then how completely is every vestige,
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of standing-ground cut away, by this one Scripture alone, from under the
feet of the avowed atheist 1 If" the Judge of all the earth," who must
do right, has taken care" thr0ugh the things that are made" to leave the
heathen man inexcusable at the last, how will the finally impenitent sceptic
and blasphemer be struck dumb with everlasting confusion, who has had
the opportunity of reading God's Word even from his childhood, and who
has, in many instances, searched that Word for the boasted purpose of
venting his blasphemies against it 1 The verse just quoted (Romans i. 20)
seems to me to be the basis of Bishop BUTLER'S argument in his" Analogy."
The inspired writer has argued from" the things that are made," and
therefore seen, to the "invisible things of God from the creation of the
world." Bishop BUTLER, taking for granted an "Author of nature," and
assuming that that Author of nature is no other than the God of revelation,
shows with overwhelming and convincing force that, as there are admitted
difficulties and mysteries in the "order of nature," it is just what might
and must have been expected in God's revelation, assuming, I repeat, that
the "Author of nature," and the Author of revelation are one and
the same.
To summarize what I have said with reference to the sceptic and
atheist, this unhappy being carries about within his breast continually
the consciousness that he is acting a lie in pouring out his blasphemies
against what is written, both in the Old and New Testaments, whereas
those who have been led astray by some erroneous system, under the
delusion that they have accepted the truth, are really in the awful
position described by t~e prophet in those tre~end?us words: "He
feedeth on ashes: a deceIved heart hath turned hIm aside, that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?" (Isaiah
xliv. 20.)
How the Word of God abounds with warnings as to the truth of God
being counterfeited by the great father of lies! The difficulty is not
so much what to say as what to leave unsaid on this subject of the first
and last importance; but in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall
every word be established.
What is one sign of His near approach given us by the Almighty
J udae HimselP "For there shall arise false Christs, and false prophets,
and "shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect" (Matt. xxiv. 24).
With what deep and tender feeling does the Apostle to the Gentiles
speak to the Ephesian elders! " For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them. Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space
of three years I ceased not to warn everyone night and day
with tears" (Acts xx. 29-31). And, again, speaking of those
who pervert the truth: "For such are false apostles, deceitful
workers,
transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ;
and no marvel, for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also he
tramlformed as the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works" (2 Cor. xi. 13-15). And, once more, let us hear
St. Peter: "But there arose false prophets also among the people, as
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among you also there shall be false teachers, who shall privily bring in
destructive heresies [margin, 'sects of perdition '], denying even the Master
who bought them [denying, as I understand it, the true teaching of the
Master], bringing on themselves swift destruction" (2 Peter ii. 2, Revised
Version). Let these terrible Scriptures, quoted from many more of the
>lame import, suffice to establish what I have advanced concerning a
perversion and corruption of the truth in these last days.
And, my dear brother, I would now confine myself, both for the
ake of time and space, simply to the "destructive heresy" to which
you specially allude-namely, the frightful and prevailing error of
ftctual jreedom from sin! To press this detestable heresy upon those
who have ber-n quickened from the death of trespasses and sins is to
make God a liar (see 1 John i. 8-10). What, then, shall we say of
such teaching when it is urged upon those as the subjects of it,
many of whom, it must be alleged-without any breach of that charity
or love which hopeth all things-have been led to make a profession
of faith in Christ from mere feelings of excitement, and whose last state,
after those fleshly feelings have subsided, if almighty grace prevent
not, will be worse than the first ~
In my judgment this, and other frightful kindred errors, arises from
men, however sincere they may be, not discerning the requirements and
spirituality of the moral law-that law demanding and exacting, on pain
of eternal death, not sincen, but pe1ject obedience. And, speaking of
sincerity, how sincere, and even earnest, was SauI of Tarsus up to the
time of that memorable journey to Damascus! On the subject of
indwelling sin on the one hand, and the error to which you have
alluded on the other-even that of boasted freedom from sin-let
us hear him wha finished his earthly education at the feet of Gamaliel,
and his tuition in heavenly things in Paradise itself-who attained to
a higher degree of natural righteousness than any of his compeersand, as to spiritual attainments, he was not one whit behind the very
chiefest apostles.
I am free to confess that, with respect to the normal life of St. Paul
-happy and joyous and spiritually-minded man as he was-l believe it
to have been that recorded in the eighth rather than i.n the seventh chapter
of his Epistle to the Romans, to which-'i.e., the seventh chapter-I am
now about to refer. And, with regard to that epitome of true Christian
experience, who but a Spirit-taught, regenerated man could have written
or understood the teaching conveyed in that portion of Holy Writ ~ It
is foolishness to the natural man. He there records the terrible conflict he had had with indwelling corruption. He was exposed to that
conflict continually, and he knew he would be the subject of its
assailments, and tiger-like-yes, and sometimes serpent-like-springs and
assaults as long as he continued in tlte body of sin and death. Not
to refer to the preceding verses, he says, at the ninth verse, speaking
of the days of his unregeneracy, "I was alive without the law once"he thought he was even then doing God service, and on the King's
highway to heaven-" but when the commandment came "-in all its
exceeding breadth and force, demanding, as I have already said, perfect
obedience-" sin revived, and I died." Under the teaching of the Holy
Ghost, probably in that street called "Straight," and in the house of
p p
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Judas, at Damasclls, he found himself, by the touchstone of that
perfect standard, virtually all sin. "And the commandment, which
was ordained to life "----'namely, on condition of its perfect fulfilment--" I
found to be unto death j " for, by failing in one single point, tEat la,,",
"holy and just and good," brought him in guilty of all. And then
dropping the past tense, and speaking in the pre.~ent, as he does at the
eleventh verse, he 'writes, "For we know that 'the law is spiritual:
but I am carnal, sold under sin. For that which I do I allow not: for
what I would, that do I not j but what I hate, that do I." 'Instead
of my quoting from this chapter at greater length, let the Spirit-taught
reader turn to it himself, and once more see that "as in water face
answereth to face, so the heart of man to man "-aye, even the heart
of that Apostle who had. been caught up into the third heaven 'of
glorious communion with God!
How memorable are the epochs in the'spiritual"history of many of 'the
servants of God! 'fhey are never, never forgotten. The prophet Isaiah,
for example, tells us 'that 'it was in ,the year that king Uzziah diedthat king who "was marvellously helped till he was strong "-that he
was the subject of a heavenly vision. Ah! there was no mistake about
the time. The effect upon the prophet 'was such that, under 'the apprehension that he would be struck dead at the sight of "the King, .the
Lord of hosts," cried out that be was undone, because he was "a man of
unclean lips," to say nothing of an unclean heart. Brought into contac
with the glory of King Jesus-for it was no other than He (John xii. -± 1)and with the brightness of infinite purity, he was overwhelmed and woestricken 'with a sight and sense of his own impurity and corruption, yet
in all probability, ·that was the very time when -he was qualified anJ
commissioned to write that glorious vision of "the sufferings of Christ
and the glory that should ·follow."
'Would ever the patriarch Job forget, "in after-days, the Lord 'Himself
speaking to him out 'of 'the whirlwind, 'after his conference with his four
friends, and when, as it would seem, he too caught a sight of the glory ot'
God? For what is his exclamation? "I have heard of Thee by the
hearing of the ear jbnt now mine eye seeth Thee. 'Wherefore I abhor myself,
and repent in dust and ashes" (Job xlii. 5, '6). I think, my beloyed
friend, you will be inclined to agree with rnethat, in the years of his sub~e
quent prosperity, the patriarch would be more apt to forget the time 01
his overwhelming calamity than he would the day when all his former
righteousnesses received their death-blow, and when he had shown to
him the firm and only ground of his standing before God, e,en in the
righteousness of Him in whom alone all the seed of Israel are to stand
perfect, accepted, and complete. Then how conspicuously do the Holy
Scriptures condemn this "destructive heresy" of teaching, not only
regenerate men-that would be monstrous enough, surely-but the teaching,
I am peJ;sua:ded, without setting myself up as a censor, large numbers of
unregenerate mell, that they are not only free from Sill, but that 'they
may wink-I speak advisedly-at God's holy and just and good aml
perfect law.
The well.taught -in other words, ·the Spirit-taught--believer sees in
Jesus Christ his perfect Law-fulfiller, and, under the heart.melting influence
of that stupendous truth, heeries out with 'the Apostle, "I have been
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crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me;" therefore I will not work JOT life, but from life. I will not work in
order to be saved, but because I am saved in HIM with an everlasting
salvation.
" I will not work my soul to save,
But I will work like any slave
For that my Lord hath done;
From love to God's dear Son."

I

And how often, especially in the New Testament, are the sons
and daughters. of the Lord God Almighty called the bondTservants
of Jesus Ohrist. And not only so, but, marvellous condescension! -He
took upon Him the form of a bond-servant for our sakes, and "became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross." His was bondslavery indeed! But our bond-service to Him is perfect freedom.
His were the bitters, but are not ours the very sweets ~ For, as Bishop
BEVEREDGE puts it, "He assumed our human, that.we might be partakers
of His divine nature. He was weary, that we might rest; 'He hungered
that we might eat the Bread, and thirsted that we might drink ,the
Water of Life. He grieved, that we might rejoice j wept, that we .might
laugh; and became miserable to make us happy. He was apprehended,
that we might escape; .accused, that we might be acquitted j and
condemned, that we might be absolved. He died, that we might live j
and was crucified by men, -that we might be justified by God. In brief,
, He was -made sin for us, that we might be ·madethe ·righteousness of
God in Him.''' And contemplating this "righteousness of God," let
us hear what another servant of God, the. immortal HERvEY,saith on
it. I quote from memory, but the quotation will be found substantially
correct. Mr. HERVEY says, "Had I all the faith of the prophets, all
the zeal of the apostles, all the good works of the martyrs, and all
the glowing devotion of the seraphs, I would renounce them all, in point
oj dependence, and count them ·as worthless dross, when set in
competition with the infinitely holy life, .the infinitely meritorious death,
~md the infinitely perfect righteousness of Ohrist Jesus my Lord."
Let me now conclude with the words of one greater' than a B-EVEREDGE
or a HERYEY, even with those of our inspired Apostle. What saith·he
on this superlatively &'<cellent 'righteousness ~
Renouncing, 'and
trampling under foot his former confidence in ,the flesh, his eighth-day
circumcision, his untainted pedigree, his Pharisaic zeal, his scholarly
attainments, and bis blameless legal righteousness, he cries out, ·in an
ecstacy of holy joy, "But what things were gain to' me, those I
counted loss for Ohrist. Yea doubtless, and I count all things but
loss for the -excellency of the knowledge of Ohrist Jesus my Lord j
for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but
dung, that I may win Ohrist, and be found in Him, not having -mine own
,rig-hteousness, which·is oj the law, but that 'which is through the faith of
'Ohrist, the righteousness which is of God by faith" (PhiI. iii.7-'9).
Neither you, beloved Editor, nor your dear readers, will blame me,
but rather the 'reverse, for incorporating so much of theWord of Goel
into this letter. No. "To the law, and to the testimony; if we speak
not according to this Word, it is because there is no light in us."
'With much Ohristian love, I beg to remain, ever yours affectionately,
WILLIAM SAUNDERS.
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THE SO-CALLED "SALVATION ARMY."
To the Bd'itor of the Gospel ilfag(cine.
DEAR MR. EDITOR,-As in your last issue the subject of the so-called
"Salvation Army" was referred to, I venture a few remarks upon three
leading features in this movement. 1. Its title; 2. Its proceedings;
;l. Its doctrines.
1. Its title.
",Ve have salvation localised to halls, barracks,
bonnets, &c. The term has justly been called "blasphemous." To affix
salvation to place, and the agency of persons, is all attempt to
dethrone God. "Salvation is of the Lord." His arm brought salvation,
and God took human flesh to become" the Author of eternal salvation
unto a.ll them that obey Him" (Heb. v. 9).
2. As to their proceedings. In a free land, with their internal
arrangements as a sect, no one has a right to interfere; but, when
external proceedings interfere with law and order, for the welfare of
the commnnity such proceedings should be restrained. The state of
our public thoroughfares on the Lord's day is now fearful. Large and
noisy processions parade our streets, shouting and screamiLg inan iculate
words with bands of music, while men perform a mimic drill with
umbrellas, and females with dancing steps beat tambourines, fullowed
by troops of lads and lasses. Can this exhibition be otherwise than
pernicious, that draws teachers from their Sunday-schools aDd children
from their classes 1 Bereft of Bible instruction by Act of Parliament
in week-day schools, at no period was Sabbath·school teaching of more
importance than at the present time; and all who are interested in
the young must feel alarm at the serious interruption to their "work
of faith and labour of love."
The answer given to all objections against this street display is,
" Oh, we do it to attract! 'Ve wish to draw people to hear the GOSVel! "
This mode of attraction may be suitable for a travelling menagerie,
or to gain an audience for a circus, but we have no authority from
Scripture for such carnal methods to spread the Gospel. Christ sent
His disciples two and two to preach the Word, not by a noisy, tumultuous,
excited crowd, that led to strife and blows, but to bring a message of
peace to the house, with directions to depart if the message was
rejected. These public demonstrations, together with nightly meetings,
remind men of classic lore of Pagan festivals held in honour of gods
and goddesses, the invention of men. Said our Lord, "The kingdom
of God cometh not with observation"-or, outward show of Jewish
ritual or heathen ceremonies-cc neither shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo
there! for the kingdom of God is within you."
These worldly attractions on the Lord's day are but the thin edge
of the wedge to encourage lawlessness and Sabbath desecration. Sunday
bands cannot be condemned while Mr. BOOTH'S army is encouraged
in their practices.
3. With regard to the doctrines taught, we have only the extension
of the old Arminian heresy, that is bilsed upon the free will of fallen
man to turn to God. That, by the exercise of an intelligent mind, man
may see the evil of intemperance, and, by the strength of his natu~al
will, leave off such hurtful practices as drinking and smoking, few wIll
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Jeny; but, with regard to spiritual ability, man has lost both the will
and the power to turn to Gud, or in any way whatever repair the
ruin of the fall. The Gospel preached by our Lord and His disciples
sets forth the power of God as the sole cause of salvation, of whieh
He is "the Author and Finisher," ratified by the doing and dying
ef Christ, and revealed by the Holy Ghost to sinners, dead born ill
trespasses and sins; hence the declaration of the Apostle, "By grace
are ye saved, through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift
of GOd; not ·of wo,rks, lest any man should boast."
We have reached the days predicted in the vVord: "For the time will
come when men will not endure sound doctrine." To enter a protest
against error, and to declare truth, is still the privilege of God's
taught people. They may be deprived of this blessing before long, for
" evil llIen and seducers will wax worse and worse, deceiving and being
decei ved." Brazen infidelity and soothing Armiuianism carry the day
now to a fearful extent. Truth is pushed into holes and corners, and
few have the courage to sa.y as mudl as they know; but, however Iow
the cause of God and truth may sink, the word and work of Christ
shall be fulfilled: "All that the F;J,ther giveth Me shall come to Me j "
and, however solitary the Lord's people may feel, they know, "if
God be for us, who can be against us?" The great Apostle was not
without his sinkings when he wrote to Timothy, "Thou knowest
that all they that are in Asia are turned away from me ;" and, again,
"All men forsook me;" but what of that, when he could add,
" Notwithstallding, the Lord stnod with me and strengthened me"?
In perilous times like the present, the favour of a heaven-born
religioll is made manifest by testifying to God's truth as revealed in
the Word, and seen in its influence upon the life. God hath not
left Himself without witness that He has a flock "scattered up and
down iu this naughty world" that He has purchased with His OWll
blood, and called by the power of His Spirit to know, love, and
serve Cl1l'lst; and to such He says, "Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee the crown of life."
Yours in the Lord,
B. H.

"RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS" TO THE LIGHTHOUSE
KEEPERS.
THE writer ot the narrative of "Divine Leadings," recorded monthly in
the GOSPEL MAGAZINE, is desirous of giving one copy of "Retrw;in9s
and Renewings" to one lighthouse, post free, as a thank-offering to the
Lord for the many undeserved mercies which he has received from
Him during his eventful career in the wilderness; and may the blessing
of the Lord attend the reading of the book in the souls of those wh0
may read it, as it has done sweetly in the soul of the donor.
August, 1882.
A. C.
PRAY that you may find time for prayer; for rest assured that, if
you restrain prayer, you will never be restrained from sin.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSIONl TO THE, ARMY AND N A. VY.

To t!lt' Editor of the Gospel lJ!lagazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,~ Now that our arsenals and dockyards are
working, not only all night, but all day on Sunday, and troops are
leaving nearly every day for Egypt, it will be refreshing to your readers
to have the following letters from two soldiers in India:FltOM A CORPORAL OF ROYAL ENGINEERS,
DEkR FRIEND,-I now take the pleasant task of writing these few
lines to you, in answer' to your unexpected, but very welcome letter
recei:v.ecl yesterday. I cau scarcely find words to express my thanks
to you for the trouble you have taken in writing to me-an entire'
stt'anger: A few months ago I did not thiuk I had scar-Mly a friend
in the w'orld that cared if I was alive or· dead; but, since I have known
my'deat Saviour, He has raised; me up many' friends. It has not been
my privilege long to know the blessed Saviour:.-only a few months-but
oh, what, months they nave' been ! No pen or tongue on earth could tell"
the' inexpressible feeling, of joy and gladness He has given. me! I have
felt fuBy' ta realize the words of that beautiful hymn"When pea'Ce; like a river, attendest my way,
When 8()l'roWS like sea-billows roll,
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to l.,"llOW
It is well-it is well-with my soul."

And yet, dear friend, a few months ago, I was· liVing in amonf!;st
and par-taking of every conceivable kind of wickedness; but, thanks
be to God, there has, been a change,. through the precious blood of Jesus.
Everything has become. new; old things have passed away. He has
indeed giveIi' me a. new life, and I can thank and praise His holy name
fOl: it. I feel how weak and feeble my own efforts are-how in my
own strength I miserably fail-but Jesus is my strong Tower, my Rock,
and my salvation. Through Him I am mor{l than conqueror, and I do
pray that He will give me strength to continue on in His joyful service,
for I have an awful dread, for fear I should go back again to myoId
life.
Old habit is very hard to conquer, and I am troubled very much
with evil thoughts; but I know my dear Saviour can help me, and He
does help me, for I feel myself growing stronger every day. I want to
b:ring my whole nature into subjection to His blessed will-to be able
to SlilY, with the Apostle Paul, "For me to live is Christ, but to die
is gain." I feel that I am a great coward, and frequently ashamed to
own Him in public, for fear of ridicule; but I pray God to give me
strength to overcome, that I may stand forth and declare myself on
tfle Lord's side, and not only be a Christian by name, but one really
and truly at heart-living only for the glory of God,
Your beautiful letter was like a bright star in the monotony of my
existence; and yet I ought not to say monotony, for God has done
so much for me, and is still doing; but this is a very small station,
and there are so few of us here, that we have pretty much the same
repeated every day. But I can now' sing those beautiful words-
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" I've found a joy in 50rr:owA secret balm for' pain;
A beautiful to-morrow
Of: sunshine after rain,
H I've found a branch of' healing
Near every. bitter: spr·jng;
A whispered promise, stealing:
O:el,': ev,ery;· broken string."

.'\

But on, if I could only have strength to communica.~e that precious
feeling: to my comrades here, and let them know· what the lo\'e of
Jesus really is!
The summer- nas just set in, in- real earnest, and' there are the long,
dreary, hot months' in- front of us, with perhaps cholera and fever
snatching away its helpless victims, with scarcely an hour's warning;
and yet how many are held fast here by the power of strong drink!
But· we can only pray for them, that 'God will open their eyes
and their' hearts, that His Word may enter in, and bring life ani! light
to their dark souls.
Now, dean friend, I would ask you please to excuse this, rambling
letter, for I wm a: very bad. penman, and ver.y. bad in expressing
myself on papev. May the Lord pour out His Holy Spirit upon
you, and bless your work; ann, if we should nev.er meet, upon this
ea1ltb:, I hope we shall mee.t in, that beautiful home, above, where " we
shall be known ev:en. as we are known," and see OUll dear Saviour face
to face. Oh, how, I lQng ta. be there; but I have work to do here, and
I pray that God may give me· strength to do it aright, and for His
glory.
FROl\I A SERJEANT IN INDIA.

thank you for your last two letters to me. The
first I did not answer so soon as I intended to do, owing to my being
on the moye; and, consequeutly, received your second before doing so.
Your card, with its motto, is, I think, most appropriate for all Christians.
How long could anyone continue in his own strength is a question
that I myself answer by saying; not an instant! My experience is, that
God is constantly a Helper, Keeper, and Shield, or that Satan is a sharp
goad, urging on to evil; and here to me seems the wisdom of your
choice. The w,ords are few and simple, but yet of great power, which,
after once reading, leaye an impression on the mind. I can say that
I know something of God's 'keeping power, for, from the time I left
~uetta until I joined my regiment in Moral', I was alone among
many who daily nsed His name but to blaspheme. The power of sin
was on every side, and among the four hundred with whom I left, there
was not one that seemed to be aware of God, or, if there were any,
they did not openly profess themselves on His side. Had not the Lord
l)een with me, I should have been lost in this wave of sin, but He wa~
indeed my Helper. Yea, dear friend, I had but to call, and He was
verily nigh unto me, to save and to preserve from evil. It was but
rarely that I could separate myself from all, and be alone with God in
body; hut yet I frequently was alone with Him in spirit from all
around, and I have communed with Him alone-in fact, I can say that,
tlwugh constantly surrounded by men, yet I felt that I was alone, yet
DEAR FRIEND,-I
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not alone, for Christ was with me. Nor were the men at all disposed
to speak of better things, or listen. Their hearts seemed set on rioting
in all kinds of evil, on their return to civilization, where the means
would be in their reach. There was but one circumstance that was
hopeful, and that was this-everyone would (except when excited)
refrain from bad language when near me, but I know not whether
it was from fear of rebuke, or from not wishing to be disrespectful;
but I do not think it was from the fear of God, or they would have
refrained at -all times. It is almost incredible, the little religion that
there is throughout the army. SolU~ regiments there may be five or
six, others two or three. Now and then you will see a regiment
without one in it who openly confess Christ, and to think that this
is the case, when every regiment in India is composed of about nine
hundred men!
And now I bid you farewell, and may this year bring you new
and more joys in Christ, and bless your efforts in His service, for His
own name's sake.
The Publisher has just sent me two hundred "Retracings and
Renewings," in accordance with instructions from Bristol. I hope the
remaining two hundred copies for the lighthouses will soon be forthcoming, towards which I have £10.
Help is very urgently requested for the purchase of tracts and little
books for the seat of war. Cheques and Post Office Orders can bEt
made payable to me at the Old Gaol Chapel, Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
A·ug1lSt 17th, 1882.
CHARLES BRIDER.
THE LATE MR. PINNIGER.
To the Ed·itm· of the Gospel Ma.qazine.
DEAR SIR,-I was visiting in the south of England when a girl, it}
the summer of 1868, at the house of a dear friend of Mr. PINNIG1W ..
He wrote us pretty well every week, and I recollect so well his lettel"
of her death, concluding it with these lines, which we always took i()
be his composing: and no doubt but that they are.
ON THE DEATH OF MY DEAR WIFE.
I behold her in glory so I gaze on the heavens, and what
bright,
glories appear!
Arrayed in the garb of an angel of Oh, God, my Redeemer, I long to he
light;
there!
She has learned the new song, and she To have done with the world, its
sings to the name
sorrows, and strife,
Of Him who redeemed her, Jehovah And to share in the joys of an endless.
the Lamb:
new life.
Of Him who beheld her, polluted and Thou hast taken her hence, and I
vile;
would not complain,
Who saw her, and loved her, and freed
Nor would I recall her to earth's sad
her from guile;
domain;
And before holy angels proclaimed her But I long to be with her, with that
His own,
happy throng,
And called her to dwell very near to To shard in her transp.Jrts, and join
His throne.
in her song.

MI!.THINKS
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'rUE RECENT RAILWAY ACCIDENT NEAR CAMBRIDGE.
No doubt most of our readers have read of the above accident. That
no lives were lost is marvellous, when all the circumstances connected
with the calamity are duly considered. How well may such facts
remind us of our momentary dependence upon the providential care
and kindly keeping of the Most High! Alas! alas! that His watchfulness and His preservation should be so ignored by so many of the
tens of thou~ands who are daily travelling-and that for most part
at great speed-through the length and breadth of the habitable
globe, both by sea and land. At the same time, the displacement
of a nut, the fracture of a tire, the breaking of a rod, a flaw in
the boiler-not to speak of other and graver mishaps, identified
with tempest or fog-may, in a moment, lead to the sacrifice of human
life.
In the case of the Cambridge calamity, it was the breaking of :t
rod attached to another engine that was the cause of the accident.
In a still more recent case, the non-action of the points was the source
of mischief. The mistaking the ringing of a bell just set up in a
newIy-built house hard by his box led the pointsman on a Welsh
line, some three or four years ago, so to tnrn one of the levers as
to be attended with the most fatal and destructive of conseqnences.
It was no carelessness nor inattention upon the part of this poor
man, who had been more than twenty years in the service of the
company, and was marked for his sobriety and good conduct.
In proof, moreover, of the very slight causes that often lead to
accidents, the chief engineer of one of the monst.er troop-ships told
us that the Crocodile had, on one occasion, to be stopped in mid-ocean,
in consequence of a small bottle (a soda-water bottle, if we mistake
not) falling upon the engine.
'Ye learn, therefore, trom these facts to what perils we may be
exposed (especially when travelling), although ignorant of or indifferent
about them. Hence- we maintain we are momentarily dependent upon
the providential care of a good a'1d gracious God.
In answer to a letter addressed to our dear friends, Commander
and Mrs. KEY, we received the annexed, from which it will be seen
how merciful and how marvellous was their escape, at the time of the
accident near Cambridge, together with that of their two dear children and
nurse. Mr. JOSEPH MARTIN (brother of the Incumbellt of the Circus
Church, at Portsmouth) was also travelling by the same train, and
mercifully shared in the deliverance from serious injury or sudden
death :My DEAR FRIEND,-Thanks for your kind letter. It was indeed
a terrible affair. I enclose a short account which I have struck off
for friends. It seemed to be a severe test to my religion-a sharp
ring on the counter to test the coin-and, though the blow was painful, the ring I trust was true. My feelings, as I bustled about helping
the wounded, and speaking occasionally God's Word to the sufferers,
were as if I could never work actively again in the Lord's vineyard,
but that I must spend the rest of my days in a cottage with God
and my Bible. The test in the hospital (as I have stated) was some
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relief; but the morning after, being in the bed-room by myself, and
with no Bible, book, or even a pocket-handkerchief, I had a' precious
time of pouring out, my heart and soul before the Lord,. and into His
very hands. It was. a time- of 'blessed wrestling, when the Lord with
a. sweet peace broke into my soul, and I again rejoiced in re,dedicating all I a.m and I have to His blessed service" and paced up and
down. the room, praising His great name. My dear wife, though she
had: a sharp bruise. in. the. back, is quite well. only a, little stiff. The
Lord~s car.e of us was simply miraculous.
Our carriage was quite
Wl"ecked•
. MY.' wife joins: me in much love to your.self and Mrs. DOUDNEY.
Yours very affectionately,
BEl'lJAJlliIN, H. KEY.
The first sign of' the accident was, the break being applied suudenly
whilst: the train was. going at full speed; and our carriage being so,
stopped as. to throw us forward, showed something was wrong, The
carriage then jumped off. the line, and tilted partly on its side, when
~e heard a crashing and genera;l confusion, the carriage behind crushing
mto ours; and pressing the back seat and partition upon us, but not
so as to jamb us. The relief, when all was at rest, was intense. Finding
the door fixed, I jumped out of t.he window, and, with the help of a
ma'll, lifted out my wife, children, and nurse. Care was promptly taken
to stop trains both. ways. I then went to help the injured, many of
whom I could hear groaning. All were quickly got out, and lai<i on
the grass at the sides. The train. wa.s completely wrecked, except the
rear caxriages;. the engine and tender in a dyke, the carriages
nearest the engine on their sides and across the line. Rails were
torn up and bent. Our carriage seemed annihilated one side, the
next being inside it. When I returned to it for our small luggage, I
had to enter it from the back through the gap made. I was indeed
aghast at the sight--a. couple of feet mote must have killed or severely
injured us all. I then walked along the line by the train, and, raising
my' hands,. praised and ble.ssed the Lord for His goodness. Our luggage
was. all spared to us. I spent my time in repeating simple Gospel
tr:uths to the wounded, and giving stimulants and refreshments, of which
we had a small stock. GeneraL and Canon BRERETON had legs badly
broken, and other severe injuries. A Mr. and Mrs. CUSHING, who, with
their two children, were going to bury his mother in Norfolk, had legs
also broken, children not hurt. The engine-driver and stoker jumped
off, but the former was internally injured.
},'!:r. GEORGE CUNNINGHA...'!, dentist, of Cambridge, and Dr. ROW-ELL, a
visitor to Lynn, deserve much praise for unwearied exertions in binding
up ,,.ounds and setting broken joints of their fellow passengers. Many
others behaved nobly j all, we believe, did their duty. Shirts were
torn up, cushions cut open, and parts of carriages used for splints.
Several suffered great pain. Accident was about 6.45 p.m., and about
four miles south-west of Ely. Before dark trains came from both ways,
with workmen and a doctor, and by dusk the worst cases-that is,
four men and two women-were placed in a guard's van for Cambridg,e,
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aud the lesser hurts, which were" broken arms, cuts, bruises" &c.,
were helped into the train for Ely.
Our nurse, M.ARY BROWNE, and I went with the injured to Gam.
bridge. When there" two tram~cars, with the glass and woodwork of
windows one side removed, were used, with a cart, for carrying them'
to' Addenbrooke's Hospital, about one-and-a-half miles. We remained
with them there' till about twelve, witnessing some of the surgical
treatment, when we left with our passenger dentist and doctor for
refr.eshment. at- an. hotel, and. to sleep.
Our feelings during this dreadful scene were val1ied. In the accident
both :Nlrs. KEY and. I were supported by a sense of God1s providential
care, but spiritually' I was much depressed from. the sad scene no
d'oubt, and the sense of misery entailed on sin and sinful man. This
was enhanced by the want of response to the Gospel truths which I.
spoke to the sufferers, though some valued them. The power of' Sat!Ln
over both matter and spirit is evidently permitted by God, as in
Job i. 12; Christ Himself (Luke xxii. 53); and the poor woman
(Luke xiii 16). I found some relief, on entering the hospital-ward, from
reading "Christ our Peace" in large letters on the wall. After a short
night's rest, I rose early'; and, after some wrestling in prayer with the
Lord, had a sweet realization of His peace in my soul, and rejoiced in
making a fresh dedication. of: all I am and have to His service.
The line was cleared and repaired in the night, and by the morning
train, I travelled to Ely and Littleport, over the same spot. My
wife- had a sharp brnis~ in the back, but is' again up and about. The
children, though much frightened, were the next day perfectly happy:
and bright as usual. My' hat, which was on the seat at the time of
the accident, was so jambed between the next carriage, which came
into us, and the forepart of ours, that I could not get it away. May
oUl: God teach us all needed lessons by this severe ordea~ and make
it· profita.ble to us all.
Yours truly,
Littleport, August 3rd, 1882.
BENJAMIN H. KEy.
P.S.-The accident was on Friday, July 28th.
IRELAl'{D'S NEED-OCCUPATION.
A LEADl\;R having appeared in the City P1'ess. of July 2'9th" upon, the
above' subject, in which special reference was made to the Editor's work
in the sister-isle, the annexed letter was written in reply:To the Ed,ita)' of the City Press.
SIB.,-I be~ gratefully to acknowledge the terms in which you have spoken
in your last Saturday's impression, of my humble labours in Ireland. I was
not previously aware of Dr. DORA.N's book having been published; hence" I
was quite in ignorance of his having made any reference to the Industrl,al
Schools it was my privilege to establish, and for some years to maintain, m
the sister-isle. To such of your readers as may feel interested in the subject,
perhaps you will allow me to state that particulars of the work are t? be
found in my book, "Try and Try Again," published by the Book SOCiety,
28, Paternoster Row.
I can scarcely conceive of a severer test of both the capability and the
perseverance of the Irish peasantry being applied, than that to which tn.e
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setting up of an industrial printing-school subjected them. Permit me, in
prorlf of this remark, to give your readers an extract from the above· named
book:"Now that the primary object is achieved, the whole may appear smooth
and easily practicable; but, could the reader have seen matters in their
infancy- could he have witnessed the initiatory detail-how different his
conclusions! Let the reader consider: 1. The enterprise inv"lved an outlay
of several thousand pounds; 2. It was to be accomplished in an obscure and
moat inconvenient village, upwards of four hundred miles from London, whence
all the materials had to be procured, and to which the whole of the work,
when completed, was to be forwarded; 3. The immense delay in each fresh discovered want in the numberless requirpments of a printing office; 4. Th6
humidity of the atmosphere, which ott times threatened completely to frustrate
one's utmost endeavuurs ; 5. The want of practical knowledge on the part of the
majority engaged upon the work; 6. The determined opposition of thool priestho d and its votaries; 7. The lack of public confidence. :Many a bo(,kseller
discouraged a prop<rsing subscriber. 'The work will never be completed,' was
the frequent exclamation; and some said, when it was far advanced, that
the work had actually been discontinued. Lastly, the magnitude of the undertaking. 'Vhen one saw arranged upon one's bookshelves nine thick quarto
volumes, containing nearly 47,000,000 separate letters, and requiring upwards
of twenty-five tuns of paper, comprising above 800,000 large sheets, all to be
prinred upon the hand.press, and the whole responsibility for the accurate
and workmanlike ex~cution of which devolving simply and exclusively upon
a humble village curate-with his varied minist~rial and editorial duties in
addition to perform-it did appear (when fairly begun) as though he had
undertaken an impOSSIbility. At times he felt oVtJrwhelmed, and reproached
hiurself greatly fur his sanguine folly. Prayer, deep and earnest, was his only
resource. N one but the Great Se;;rcher of h.earts knew of the anguish of
the writer's spirit, and the ardent pleadiug at the throne of grace foc
strength, courage, and perseverance.
" In their first half-year, the writer's little Irish group (utterly unacquainted
as they had previously been with either type or press) had collected, or
'composed,' and arranged the first volume of Dr. GILL'S NQW Testament,
compr,sing mure than 1,000 pages, and containing upwards of 8,000,00()
tetters! From the fifth week of their entrance they received wages, so mRch
for every thousand types. Their application and perseverance were most
gratifying. Often has the writer stood and gazed upon them with tearful
eye and deep heartfelt emotion, as he has contemplated the activity of their
movements and th.ir greatly-improved appearance!
"The Commentary was finished within two or three weeks of the proposed
time, namely, twenty-fiv" months; 2,250 sets of six volumes each w..re printed,
numbering in the aggregate 13,500 volumes. Other works were afterwards
added, making about 50,000 volumes, as the entire issue from the establi,hment. The GOSPEL MAGAZINE was printed at the schools for between foul'
and five years, and the birthplace of the mouthly work, Old Jonathan, was
the Bonmahon Industrial School. Here likewise were established an agricultural school for the buys of the village, aod an embroidery school for the girls.
The wages for the three schools amounted, on the average, to £25 p&week."
If the reader turns to the map, he will find Bonmahon is on the seacoast of the county Waterford, midway between Tramore and Dungarvan.
Allow me to add that, in the event of the question being asked, "Why
was BO good a work discontinued 1" my answer is, not because my life was
threatened with six or seven letters in succe,sion, on acc"unt of a national
schoolmaster casting off Romanism (fat' I stood my ground eight months after
the receipt of those letters), but I was compelled to close the schools thruugh
not being allowed three months in the year to advocate their claims ill
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England. The three-guinea work (Dr. GILL'S Commentary on the Bible) was
subscribed for. After the entire edition was sold, and after all engaged upon
. it had been liberally paid, it left a surplus of £500, which was laid out on
the parsonage-house. The other works printed at the schouls, however, were
not subscribed for. Hence to have gone on printing without selling would
soon have involved the poor curate in pecuniary difliculties. This, therefore,
was the reason of his closing the schouls, and leaving Ireland, where he had
passed between eleven and twelve somewhat anxious, but nevertheless, in
many respects, happy years. Upwards of four-and-twenty years have since
fled r.way, the which period (lacking six months) have been passed in the
writer's present locality, where church, schools (both day and ind<lstrial),
and parsonage have been built. This new, wide, and interesting sphere of
labour ha-8, however, in no wise led the writer to change his views about the
sister land. His convictions are as strong to-day as when he thus expressed
them, more than a quarter of a century ago: "Next to the Gospel, 'Occupation' is the writer's watchword for Ireland. Under it he feels assured the
whole aspect of the country would be speedily changed. Where is there a
country with its genial soil and natural advantages, and where a people so
remarkable for their endurance 1 Once break the. fatal spell by which they
are bound; once destroy the yoke that crushes them, spiritless and heartbroken, to the very earth; once give them to know and feel that they are
verily members of God's intelligent creation-capil.ble of thought, judgment,
and discrimination-and not the mere tools or vassals of a mind-degrading
and soul-destroying system; and then shall it be felt that indeed Ireland
IS-

" , Great, glorious, and free,
First flower of the earth, first gem of the sea.'"
Apologizing for the length at which I have trespassed upon your columns,
and again thanking you for the kindly terms in which you have spoken of
my labours in the sister-isle,
I am, &c.,
St. Luke's Vicamge, Bedminster, Bristol.
D. A. DOUDNEY, D.D.

TWENTIETH
BELOVED FRIENDS,

Ai.~NUAL

CLIFTON CONFERENCE.

FELLOW-BELIEVERS

IN

THE

LORD

JESUS,-

Through tbe tender mercy of our God, it is my privilege to be the
instrument of announcing the tlcentieth Conference of the Lord's people
at Clifton. The years of the right hand of the Most High, as we
gratefully review them, encourage us again to come together in dependence
on the Holy Spirit, and to seek to sit down once more under the
shadow of the Well-Beloved of our souls. The banner of J ehovah's
love, brethren, is in no wise furled. The fountain of His mercy is still
full and flowing. The promises of "the more sure vVord," notwithstanding our many unworthy doubts and fears, are yet" yea and amen
in Christ Jesus." These considerations, taken in connection with the
declared will of our heavenly Father that, as the day is seen to be
approaching, His children should "so much the more" assemble for
exhortation, serve to stimulate our desires after further communications
of divine grace and truth, and warrant us in expecting large blessing
in our twentieth Conference. To" come aside and rest awhile" from
the activities of the Christian service-field is, from time to time, a
necessity in the experience of the Lord's people, and one which the
....'1ord of our God has compassionately recognised. Those hours, brethren,
are far from being lost to the cause of Christ's kingdom which, tho'lgh
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they withdraw us for a space from the heat and burden of the day,
find us sitting at the feet of our adorable King in the secret chambersof His palace, there, like the Queen of Sheba when she visited Solomon,
to co=une with Him of all that is in the heart, and to receive at
His hands, not only all our desire, whatsoever we ask, but ·that also
which the "Greater than Solomon" is pleased to bestow of His royal
bounty (1 Kings x.) It is, too, when the King sittethat His table,
"in the midst" of those who, irrespective of all earthly names, gather
simply in His name, that the rich graces of the Spirit experimentally
flow forth,ahd that the true oneness of the Redeemer and the .redeemed
is most practically proved.
Not only, however, does the unspeakable blessedness of such fellowship
with the Lord Jesus and with one another impress our hearts with a
sense of the privilege to be enjoyed in our Conference, but loyal~y to
Christ surely is sufficient, in these days of rebuke and blaspheIIl;y, to
demand _that, ILS a duty, we should unitedly bear witness to our
unshaken .confidence tnat ,the Rejected One of this world is ,verily
the Exalted One of heaven, and that a day is determinately fixed in
the counsels 'of the living God when "every tongue shall confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, 'to the glory of God the F:lther."
The Kingly rights cif God's anointed Son are now, alas! openly derided
and denied. The prerogatives of His throne are, at least inferentially,
set at nought bya corrupted Christendom. Many who bear His namt'
are found siding with His open enemies. His Deity is learnedly
explained away by a .critical press. His miracles are said to be either
fables or deceits. His meritorious sufi'l~rings and, ·vicarious death art'
robbed of their atoni~g and saving significance. His Word is, by some,
degraded to the level of a human composition, and by others is treated
as being, at most, but an incomplete revelation of the divine will. The
commands .alike of the law and the Gospel are trampled under foot,
and a self-constituted authority, based on the independence of created
and perverted reason, is 'set up in their stead. The essential spirituality
of Christ's kingdom, and the consequent spirituality of the worship due
to His glorious Person and throne, are too commonly superseded -by a
carnal Church polity and a grossly sensuous worship.
In 'presence, then, of errors which are fundamental in their antagonism
to the 'Kingly office of our Lord Jesus Christ, no choice is left to those'
who -are true·hearted in their allegiance to God's dear Son, in the
matter of ·bea.ring a distinctive testimony for His cause and kingdom.
Let us, -therefore, as many as are thus minded, hail with thankfulnes.:;
one more opportunity of exalting the precious name of Jehovah's
Anointed. Let it be evident to all men that, though we be a "little
flock," and sorely beset, our faith -in the Christ of the four Gospels is
undiminished, and that our hope in Him as our Lord, our God, our
only _and everlasting 'King, is undisturbed. The subjects to be brought
before the coming Oonference will prove, it is trusted, to be both
edifying and practical.
The Conference will be' held (God willing) in -the Victoria Rooms.
'Meetings at eleven and seven. On Tuesday, October 3rd, we shall
consider (if the Lord permit), "THE KINGSHIP OF GOD 'THE SON j "
'and on 'Wednesday,the '4th, ," THE KINGSHIP 01' THE SONS OF GOD;"
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concluding the proceedings of our annual gathering, as in former years,
on the Thursday morning, around our Lord's table, in remembrance of
His perfected redemption, and in assertion of our faith in His glorious
reappearing.
May the Holy Spirit Himself abundantly anoint with fresh oil the
dear brethren who shall address us on the precious truths which
concern so blessedly the Lord Jesus and His people.
Loyalty to the King of kings, in the face of a foe who is coming
in like a flood, is the key-note of our proposed meetings. To be
clothed with 'the whole armour of God, and to profess a good Gospel
profession before many adverse witnesses, while assembled together
under the banner of our invincible Captain, is the call of the hour.
Earth's militant forces are being marshalled for thei?' final strifes.
.Armies and navies are moving hither and thither in their pride and
prowess, all intent upon showing devotion even unto death to their
respective sovereign". The invisible Satan-led powers of evil, too, are
silently assembling their organized hosts in prospect of the closing
scenes of a sin-cursed world. Shall not, then, the sons and daughters
of the Lord God Almighty, at this momentous juncture, rather rejoice
in .their King, rally under His banner, sound forth His praise, seek,
anew the tokens of His favour, stir up one another unto service and
conflict in His name, and cheer each others' hearts by the remembrance
that, ,as .members of the royal,family of heaven, as being more than
conquerors through Him who hath eternally loved, it is theirs to
possess their souls in patience, in quietness, and in courage till .the
coming of Him who must reign till all His enemies be made His
footstool ~
Hospitality, dear brethren, will, as heretofore, be provided for those
who kindly signify to me, or to Miss \VOOLLCOMBE, 10, York 'Pla'ce,
Clifton, on or before Saturday, September 23rd, their intention 'to be
present at the Conference, and their need of accommodation during
their stay.
I am, with much love in the Lord, ever yours .to serve for iHis
sake,
14, Ailington Villas, Clijton, Bristol.
JAl\IES ORl'rflSTON,
Rectal' of 'St. Mary-le-Port,. Bristol.

Tmcts jar the People. By the Author of "Nothing to Pay," "Divine
Deaiings with a Child," &c., &c. Oxford: J. C. Pembrey.

PRODABLY we can. give no stronger proof of our interest in and approvi1l
of these tracts than the fact, that we could not lay them down until we
had read through the whole series-that is, from 1 to 25. They are
pithy, powerful, precious. There is not the semblance of the "yea and
nay" which so characterize the tracts, the leaflets, the various publications of the day, hut there is the true Gospel ring throughout. The
covenant "yea and amen" is deeply, forcibly, blessedly imprinted upon
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page' after page and tract after tract throughout the whole series. We
have no wish to flatter, The subject of dealing with immortal souls is
too grave and too solemn for compliment. To the observant reader,
howevel', it must be obvious that the writer of these tracts has a
peculiar aptitude for brevity. With the author of "Nothing to Pay"
there is no waste of words, no parleying, no beating about the bush,
but a plain, honest coming at once and straightforwardly to the mark.
The Nathan's "Thou art the man!" characterizes the tone and spirit of
these tracts. Their arrows-and they are sharp-pointed arrows tootake a deadly aim at the conscience! We say deadly; but, when they
strike, and when the poor conscience-roused ones are found writhing
under the pain and the smart and the agony of sin charged homesin felt and the dire consequences dreaded-then comes, through
the same medium, the oil and the balm, to mollify and to heal.
Another striking and most desirable feature in these tracts is, the
annexing plain matter of fact to the doctrinal statement previously given.
These practical proofs of the saving operations of the doctrine, as
wrought out by the Holy Ghost, materially add to the value of the whole
series. Did space permit, we would gladly quote some of these most
forcible illustrations. Were it in our power, we would gladly spread
these tracts broadcast through the length and breadth of Christendom,
in these so treacherous and delusive times.
Illuminated Texts.

London: Book Society; Bristol: 'IV. Macle.

THIS is a new series of six texts, beautifully designed and splendidly
printed. Being brought out in a bold character and in rich and attracti\-e
scrolls, four feet in length and about a foot in depth, they are admirably adapted for the mission hall, schools, class-rooms, or mothers'
meetings. Considering the thickness of the material and the costliness
of the getting-up, the price (one shilling each) is extremely low.
Wo·rds
THESE cards (eight in
new and exceedingly
dark, which serves to
occupy the foreground.
School rewards.

of Love. London: Book Society.
number, in a sixpenny packet) are got up in a
pretty style.
The groundwork of the card is
set off very strikin~ly the many colours which
These cards are admirably adapted for Sunday

Gems of Scripture. London: Book Society.
THIS is another tasty production, consisting of a packet of twelve floral
texts, for the low charge of sixpence. To issue such at the price can
only be effected by the large number printed.
Words of Guidance. London and Bristol : "V. Mack. - This i.; a
packet of six cards, beautifully illuminated, and brought out altogether
in the most attractive style.
The price (one shilling only) must
command an immense sale.

NEVER covet easy paths.
folly-that sin.

The Lord keep you and me from that

