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HUMBLED AND CRUMBLED.
PIER, PAr:KET, AND RAILWAY l'E"'CII,LIJ\'GS.

" Who maketh thee to d(ffer .from another,2 and what !tast thou that
thou (lidst not receice.2 "-1 CORlI>lTHIANS iv. 7.

the little change to my native air that I sought, for the
benefit of one most dear to me, as well as for my own health's
sake, I was the subject of a darkness and depression for whioh
I was quite at a loss to account. Again and again had I besought
the Lord that He would show me wherefore He contended with
me. Had I left His work merely for my own ease or personal
g-ratification? or was the present state of mind ordered of
Himself to render me the more contented with the sphere of
labour to which He Himself had called me? Or, by contrast,
was it to prove to me anew what I had so often proved before,
namely, that there was no work like His work-no position to
compare with that to which He had E.O mercifully and lovingly
appointed me?
It was true that, upon the three severa1 occasions, during my
so-called interval of rest, I had found it good to testify publicly of
Him-His goodness, His mercy, His love-but no sooner had
these seasons for speaking in His blessed name passed, than the
previous darkness and depression returned.
Again and again was the Lord most earnestly sought for renewed
tokens of loving-kindness and mercy.
Old spots and former
associations tended greatly to remind me of all the Lord had been
and all the Lord had doue. l'ears of grateful remembrance in
this respect were shed before Him; still there lacked the Tenewing
and the 'i'eviving visits which I had so earnestly craved ,at His
hand.
The thought certainly did present itself, that perhaps I was
brought into the present low and depressed condition, in order that I
might be led thereby to come down into the state and circumstances
DURING
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of those who might be similarly exercised. Hence I thought of the
Apostle's words, "Death worketh in us, but life in you;" and, as
he so sweetly expresses himself in 2 Corinthians i. 4-7, "'Who
comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be ablo to
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ.
abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. And
whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation~
which is effectual in the enduring of the same sufferings which
we also suffer: or whether we be comforted, it is for your
consolation and salvation. And our hope of you is steadfast,
knowing, that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so shall ye be
also of the consolation."
I had five times taken my favourite trip on the water between
Portsmouth, the Isle of ",Vight, and Southampton. '1'he effect in
bracing the nerves was most marked, and the bencfit I derived
therefrom was extreme. This, by contrast, led mo to wonder, asI shall prooeed to show.
An excursion from Rvde to Bournemouth was announced.
Never having seen the la"tter place, nor had I ever gone beyond
the Isle of Wight, except when going by sea to or from Plymouth,
nearly sixty years ago, I was the more anxious to avail myself of
this opportunity, more especially as it was by the same steamer
that I had so frequently gone to and from Southampton.
I prayed over the matter with simplicity and earnestness,
beseeching the Lord to frustrate my intentions, unless they met
with His approval. He only knows the frequency of the cry,
"If Thy presence go not with me, carry me not up hence.'"
Increasingly do I desire that this may be my plea, in regard
to every step and stage of my pilgrimage.
The day opened propitiously, although recent thunder-storms
seemed to hang about in the far distance. rrhunder always triesmy head greatly.
The smooth sea, however, and gentle but,
agreeable breeze, overruled the threatening aspect of the clouds.
The run down the Solent was beautiful. Nothing could have'
been more delightful.
My interest was the greater because of the former associations
to which I have briefly referred. In the year 1824·, I had first
passed over those waters, in company with my dear early companion, JOHN DOUDNEY LANE. Steamers had scarcely begun to
run then. Hence we took our passage in one of the hoys that then
plied between Portsmouth and Plymouth. We passed the night
upon the deck; and, as the vessel, under a smart breeze, IDy
down a good deal, nnd as JOHN and I were seated up on the
windward side of the vessel, I was afraid that he, in his
drowsiness, might fall down to leeward. Hence I ventured to
sling the tiller-rope round him, so as to prevent accident. How

"

~ill(,.

vividly thoRO tltings came to my )'ooollcotioll! Again, after om'
mon(,h'a holiuliy at Plymouth, wo ro(,ul'nou as deck-passengers OH
nl ono of tho first steamorll (,l)fl,t ran between the aforono.m(ld porta,
Lt was either tho Sil' jij'ancis Drake or tit
I'WI~lcid.. ,
I rather think it Wlltl (,he last-mentioned. We hl1l1
had t\ pIli I' of fowls presented \Ill lit rlymouth; and, just as \,h
atomn(\l' lot go her anchor in !)ortamouth harbour, one of thCH
had go(, out of' the basket, and WaS :flying over the side of' tll
ship, whon I caught the hen by the leg, and thus secured hcl',
Ah I OltO may wAll take ShlilllO to oneself, at tlie readiness
1'0001100(, these so trifling things, nftor so many years had passed
illoo ihoil' occurrence; and yet, alas! in l~egard to matters o£ fill'
~rol\(,Or moment and importance, how forgetful!
How little hoW
'1lt\.VO 8uoh upon the heart and mind! Oh, what continuous reason
i8 thore to plead for· pity and forbearanco!
nender, as far as memory serves, I don't think that passage was
vel' more frequently upon my hon.rt than now, "Enter not into
judgment with Thy servant, 0 Lord, for in Thy sight shall no
man living be justified."
Touching upon this subject, I may here state how much my soul
has been refreshed and comfortod by a testimony conoerning
LUTI-IEH, in one of the present mouth's serials. I well remembered.
that he had, in his latter days, exprEssed his surprise that he had
ever had the boldness and the oourage to go up to vVorms. This
fact had boen a comfort to me. Moreover, it had often been
a soll1oe to my own mind, in regard to my own past experienoes,
in variolls matters of diffioulty I1nd danger. But, if I had ever
read of LUTlIIm's deep realization of sinnership, and correspvnding:
aoknowledgment of it before God, :1t the very time he was so bold
and courageous in the faith, in his declaration and defence of it,
I had really forgotten it. Hence, under the recent reading of
the fact of how he pleaded before God for mercy, and for the
pardon of his manifold sins and shortcomings, I W:1S the more
astonished and the more thankful that I was not alone in similar
pleadings and entreaties. Ob, how precious is that cry of the
Psalmist, "For Thy name's sl1ke, 0 Lord, pardon mine iniquity,
for it is great."
Reader, do you so feel your vileness, your worthlessness, your
ingratitude, your distrust, as to rcuder this plea of David's grateful and acocptable, as indicating that he had long ago trodden
the path you are now called to traverse?
But, with regard to the voyaging of which I was speaking,
there was another fact which came up to olle's recollection with
thankfnlness of heart. As the steamer passed the little town of
Yarmouth, hard by the celebrated Needle rocks and the Alum
Bay, I was reminded that there my own dear father was born.
In the churohyard moulder the remains of most of his anoestry.
L L
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This almost of necessity tended to call up in review the marvellous
and the gracious way in which the Lord had led and fed, not
merely oneself, but those likewise who had gone before. 'l'he
Psalmist was the subject of much comfort from the recollcction
of what the Lord had been to and for those who had preceded
him: "Our fathers trusted in Thee; they trusted in Thee, and
Thou didst deliver them." In like manner, with what gratitude
did Solomon testify of all the Lord had said and done for his
father David; and with what arguments and pleas did this fact
furnish him in craving wisdom and grace and strength for
himself!
Conversation with one of the passengers led, moreover, into
another line of thought. I never remember to have met with a
more intelligent or interesting person, in my varied journeyings.
He had attained his three-score years, and it would appear that
nearly two-thirds of that period had been passed in travelling
hither and thither through all parts of the habitable globe. '1'here
was neither place nor clime with which he did not seem to be
personally familiar. His memory was something marvellous, even
as to the most minute details in regard to place and people. He
was among the first who went to explore Australia in its early
days, and ere yet the marvellous developments of that wondrous
land had commenced.
His incidents in voyage and travel were of the most interesting
description; and I was glad, in these most sceptical days, to heal'
him personally testify of providentiat care. Take, for example,
the following: The ship in which he, on one particular and
lengthened voyage, sailed was large and powerful. Something,
however, became amiss with her machinery. Those in command, in
consequence, lost all control. During the tempest that at the time
raged, the ship fell into the trough of the sea-the great danger
and consequent dread of the mariner. Addressing my informn.nt,
the captain said the ship couldn't keep afloat five minutes! The
providential circumstance, therefore, was this-at that most critical
juncture, a wave struck the ship, not to. break over her, and, in
her then position, broadside on, to deluge and swamp her, but, as
<, He who measureth the waters in the hollow of His h(md, and who
holdoth the wind in His fists" would have it, the sea rolled under
the bow, and threw the ship round into her wonted position of
head to wind, where, even in her then disabled condition, she
could ride ont the storm. This incident was only one among the
many with which my informant was personally conversant.
Among the lessons, however, that I learnt upon this occasion,
was the marvellolls way in whioh the Lord adapts men for the
varied positions He calls them to occupy. I thought, by contrast,
how utterly unequal 1 was to the immensely-diversified services
in which, for so many years, my informant had been engaged.
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hu had given up
him/wIt' to a m08
him, J thought it

NI'I'I'(llio/t.

III l'oply to my remark, that, in a certain senso, I flllt mol'
rOlll pleasure and satisfaction in going over a oourse in roviow
thun at the actual time, he said, he could recall sights anti SOOn
l' long bygone days in the most vivid and accurate way.
As he Jelt so perfectly at home, and never at a loss, beforo
ho many, rather than the few, I suggested his adopting a course
f' lectures, the which could be reported for the benefit of others.
'l'his, I intimated, might serve to occupy and interest him, in
the place of now, in advancing ycars, renewed travel.
I was again remindAd of the difference between us. As the
steamer now began to pitch and roll, and occasionally give us
a sprinkle with the spray that she dashed over the bows or
the paddle-box, my most agrceable fellow passenger said,
"Now, this is about a third of what I delight in." What he so
rovelled in was producing suoh throbbing at my heart, that I
"oBolved to land at Bournemouth, instead of proceeding to Swanage.
t was with considerable reluctance that I parted from my newlymode acquaintance and his amiable lady, the more especially as
was in doubt, with the very threatening appearance of the
wcather, in the fearfully-dark and portentous clouds that were
working up, as to whether I should return by steamer or by
train.
After much thought and prayer, I decided upon the latter;
and I found the following moming, it was well I did, for the
steamer's return trip proved to be very rough, and I have not a
doubt would have proved, in my case, anything but desirable.
As an illustration of the state of soul in which I have of late
bocu, I will here insert a leaf or two from my note-book, or
pencil-jotting!=:. At the same time I will frankly state that (the
Lord being my Helper) I will not attempt to be, or assume, a
elmrn,ctor to whioh I dare not lay claim. Professors, or oold,
formal, whole-hearted religion:sts, may condemn as they choose
ji'((,)IIC8 and feelings, as they call them; I dare not.
Old as I am,
and long as 1 have known something of the Lord and His
most meroiful and gracious dealings, I am not got beyond the
experienoe of dear old Mr. HAlt'l'--
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"·When Jesus with His mighty love,
Visits my troubled breast,
My fears subside, my doubts remove,
And I'm completely blest.

" Nothing but Jesus I esteem;
My soul is then sincere;
And everything that's dear to Him,
'1'0 me is also dear.

" I love the Lord with mind and heart,
His people, and His ways;
Envy, and pride, and lust depart,
And all His works I praise.

"nut. ah! when these short visits cnd,
Though not quite left alone,
I miss tile presence of my Friend,
Like one whose comfort's gone.

" More frequent let Thy visits be,
Or let them longer last,
I can do nothing without Thee,
Make haste, my God, make haste!"
PENCIL

J OTTlNGS.-DIVINE

FORBEARANCE.

My grief is, that, after all I have pJ'o/Jpd thc L()rd to be and
to do, I should call in question His dealings as I do. Had I
been merely under the influence of the testimony of others, or
even had I formed my conclusions from the Word (sacred and
blessed as that Word is), the case were different. But when
to the testimony of others, and to the facts presented. in the
Word, is added one's own personal experience, and. that for so
many years, and. under all almost infinite variety of circumstances,
it does appear to me to be sin of the saddest character to sit in
judgment, as, alas! I do, upon what may be the meaning-what
the dreaded issue--of the verieRt cloud that presents itself in the
dist::tnce, even though as yet it may not seem bigger than a man's
hand!
Moreover, what adds, even in my feeble and imperfect estimation, to the character of the sin, and to what I consider to be the
enormity of this base and God':dishonouring unbelief, is, that, in
respect to each and every past dark or cloudy dispensation, all,
in the sequel, has proved to be of love in the appointment, lore
in the operation, and love in the effects. Yet, with these facts
before me-and facts indeed they are-still I seem to have the
same dread, and the same dark and gloomy fears, as though I
had nevcr known or personally experienced ought of the Lord's
goodness and tender mercy towards me. I feel how ungrateful
this is. How little does the Lord deserve such treatment at my
hands. Oh, how it humbles me-yea, in the very dust of selfloathing I:tIld abasement, before Him!
Lord, pity and pardon me, I pray Thee. I would have it
otherwise, jf I could. I would trust 'rhee at any and at all
times, had I the power. But I lack that power. I am nothing,
and less than nothing, lmd vanity. But fi'om all eternity Thou
knewest that such would be the case. Thou didst foresee, ere I
had a being, what a deceitful, treacherous heart I should have,
and how prone I should. ever be to wander from Thee. Thou
knewest that "in me, that is, in my flesh,· there would dwell no
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good thing," yea, that I should be altogether a sinner. Therefore, Lord, as a sinner I come before Thee, beseeching Thee that
Thy grace, Thy love, 'rhy power, should still have a counteracting influence over and above all that I am in and of myself.
Oh, give me, I pray Thee, still personally and experimentally to
realize the great and gracious mercy, that Thy grace is sufficient
for me, that 'rhy strength is made perfect in my weakness!

Southsea Pier, July 13th, 1883.
(To be continued.)
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CHRIST ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES.
~'And

at night He went mtt, and abode in the mmmt that is called the mount
of Olives. "-LUKE xxi. 37.

drew her curtains o'er the
earth,
And bathed her face with tears;
. 'The stars in silence looked their love,
As wont for many years:
Upon the sides of Olivet
A moving form W:tS seon,
Half lost amid the shades of night,
Though tranquil and serene.
.NIGHT

Rour after hour slow passes on,
And still that form is there;
.Mysterious sounds fall on the ear,
Like one engaged in prayer:
Anon, the voice all tremulous dies,
As choked with grief or fear;
Again, the storm of anguish hushed,
Soft notes of praise we hear.
.And now the figure prostrate falls;
The head is bathed with dew;
And, stretched upon the cold, moist
earth,
The form is hid from view:
Mysterious Stranger! wherefore thus
Embrace the cold, damp sod?
()h, ask not, Faith! thou knowest full
well
It is the Son of God!
B1·ighton.

Oh, sacred mount, all bathed in dew!
More richly bathed ill tearsThe tears of Him whose bitter grief
Slays all our foes and fearsTo many eyes this wondrous scene,
The storm without, within,
Most strange appears; but not to those
'Who know what's meant by sin.

o stooping form,

all faint and weak!
all bruised and torn!
'Ye know indeed what crushed Thy
heart,
And left Thee thus forlorn :
Our sins pursued Thee through the
night,
And pressed Thy body down,
Furrowed Thycheek with scaldingtears,
And wove at last Thy crown.

o heart,

Oh, brethren, let us not forget,
Amid life's noise and din,
That this sad Mount of Olivet
Must teach faith how to win:
From life's rude turmoil we must turn,
Its strife and every care;
Like Christ, must meet and worst our
foes
On knee of secret prayer.

vV.

POOLE BALFERN.

As much as Lazarus coming out of the grave, and feeling him,gelf restored to life, differed from those who only saw the miracle,
-or believed the fact when told them, so great is the difference
between a soul's real coming out of him~elf, and having the righteousness of Christ imputed to him by the precious faith of God's
.elect, and a man's bare believing the doctrine of imputed righteousness because he sees it contained in Scripture, or assenting to the
truth of it when proposed to his understanding by others.-Hart.

.-
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'Q[(ftallsibc Jl;lot£s.
HOW TO DEAL WITH THE UNGODLY.
"Preach the W01'Cl."-2 TIMOTHY iv. 2.
"Speak thml the things tchich become sound doct1'·ine."-TITUS ii. L
How to deal with the ungodly. It hn,s long been my privilege to
write especially for the comfort of the Lord's living people, and to
receive testimonies from time to time from them that have greatly
cheered me in return. But, in having to address gatherings of people,
one cannot shut one's eyes to this fact-that probably by far the greatcr
number in such gatherings :Lre those who are still "dead in trespasses
and sins," whose hearts are still in the world, and who are only found
in the house of God bccn,use it is the fashion to go somewhere. How,
then, are we to deal with such 1 Of course, entering into the spirit
of the age, the ready response would be, tell them to "Come to Ohrist"
-to "accept the offers of mercy "-to "Only believe, and all will be
well."
But, as we have never arrived-and trust we never shall-at
the position of telling dead sinners to do what they never can, and
bidding dead souls do a spiritual act which in reality is impossible for
them to perform, our tactics must be entirely different. Let those who
will tell them a lie at their peril. We desire to tell them "the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth," by God's help. No; this
false and flattering teaching of the day is making hypocrites by
thousands, and giving them a religion which will not bear the sifting
of God's sieve in the great day of account.
If these things be so, let us meet our inquiry, How, then, would you
deal with the tlngodly ? We reply, We should deal with them as dead
sinners, and, therefore, preach to them the doctrine of the fall. There are
three things we shall find lacking in the free-will preaching of the day,
namely, the doctrine of the fall, the new birth, and the power of the
Holy Ghost. In the place of the fall, the natural man is told he has
a power which he must exercise to be saved. The new birth is therefore ignored, and so-called conversion put in its stead; while the Holy
Spirit's power is .not preached because man's power is put in its place.
We are to "preach the Word;" and certainly these fundamentals
are laid down in that Word plainly enough. For instance, the'doctrine
of the fall of man. Are we not told in unmistakable language that, by
the disobedience of "one man [Adam], sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned" 1
the result of which is, that man is not merely made in the image of
Adam, but is involved in all the consequences of that fall, and so is
born in sin, blinded in heart, corrupt in :lll his ways, depraved in.
mind, cannot receive the things of God, is "dead in trespasses and
sins," with a heart" deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked."
This is his position and character by nature, and we say unhesitatingly,
tell him so. Tell him the truth, as God's Word tells it him.
"Oh, but," say some, "it is not palatable to them! They will be
offended, and go away!" Oh, you would preach to them smooth thingfi,
would yoq 1 If so, you are but a false shepherd, and I would biel
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you remember God's" vVoe to the false shepherds, who do not declare
His will!"
Did you ever notice, dear reader, the declaration of the Lord Himself
concerning the impotency of man, and the folly of his assumption ~
He says, "The earth is weak, and all the inhabitants thereof: I bear
I said unto the fools, Deal not so madly: and
up the pillars of' it.
[mark] to the ungodly, Set not up your horn. And why 1 God is
the Judge: Ho putteth down one, and setteth up another." Oh, surely
the man who vaunts about his conversion, his coming to Christ, his
believing, is setting up his horn, and not tb,e Lord's! He is really
exalting self. The humbling of self marks the true work of grace in
the soul, and presu~ptuous boasting is the last thing a living child of
God can do. Hather does he feel compelled to hide his secret-to creep
into his chamber, and pour out before his God what he cannot to his
fellow-man-at least, I know this was my case, when grace melted my
heart, and the Holy Spirit brought me as a penitent sinner to the
footstool of divine mercy.
But it may be argued, "You have said that unregenerate man is
'dead in trespasses and sins,' and cannot do a spiritual act. What.
is the use, then, of preaching to such, when they are dead, and will
not understand 1" We reply, It is of every use, because the preaching
of the Word is God's ordained means of saving souls; and, when
that Word is preached, the Holy Spirit will clothe it with power;
He will make it the vVord of life to the dead; He will take that
Word, and seal it home with power upon the heart, where and when
He pleases. You are to "preach the \V ord," and leave Him to apply
it.
And this brings us to the second important fact we have named
-P1'cacl! thc 'ncw birth. Not merely, "You must be converted," but,
" Yc must be bom again." This, again, is laid down plainly enough in
the Scriptures-" That which is horn of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit." "Marvel not," said our Lord,
"that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again." None can do a
spiritual action without this heavenly birth, and none can ever enter
the heavenly kingdom who have not realized it.
Peter sweetly describes those who are born again as being "pm·takers
of thc d'ivine nature,.
and this newness of life which is thus of God
Oh, how it will sigh for
will be evidenced by its pnttings forth.
Christ-long for Jesns-and faith, which is directly a grace out·going
from this life divine, will fasten upon Him "whom to know is life
eternal j " and, while love springs up in the heart for Him who hath
redeemed us, hatred of self on account of sin will follow, and conflict
work commence in good earnest.
Header, do you understand us? Test the point whether your expo-rience is of man or of God. Is there a t'aking up the cross and following Christ 1 Is the old nature at warfare with the new? Is there a
battling with sin and Satan 1 Be cheered. It is no vain conflict.
You shall sing the conqueror's song. "Grace shall overcome at last."
Then that third fundamental we have referred to is plainly enough
proclaimed in the Scriptures of truth, and therefore should be as plainly
declared to the people, namely, the power of the Holy Ghost, whereby
11

/
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alone a man can be brought to a saving knowledge of Christ. He is the
divine Testifier of Christ. He it is who alone can impart life, love, and
11Ope, He is the divine TeacheT who alone can make us "wise unto
salvation." He is the divine ComfoTteT who alone can communicate joy
to the saints. In fact, if a man has not realized the power of the Spirit,
he is still in his sins, and can know nothing of a spiritual character.
If these things are so-and I am sure they are, according to the truth
()f God-then "pTeach the Jif/oTd." Tell men the necessity of the work
and power of the Holy Ghost, and leave the issue with Him.
It often seems to me, in the preaching of the day, that just where
the work of the Holy 'Spirit should be brought in, the creature is
invited to act. We may hear a tolerably sound sermon up to a certain point. Christ is preached; the necessity of His redeeming work
in the matter of salvation proclaimed; none but Jesus insisted upon;
.and yet the whole is neutralized by telling the people it depends upon
themselves to either reject or accept Christ. Hather ought the necessity of the power of the Holy Ghost to be here proclaimed fully and
faithfully, and the people told, in the language of our Lord, "Except
a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of hcuven." "Ye
must be born again." Birth is lifl', and the life must be imparted by
the Holy Spirit. Is it said, "Then we can do nothing. We are helpless " ~ You are, but you can pray for the Spirit's work and power;
.and, when and where He is honoured, He will work in His own best
.and sovereign way. The minister's plain course is to "preach the
If/m'd," whether they will hear or whether 'Ghey will forbear. The
,promise is, that Wm·d shall not returu unto God void; therofore it is
for Him to fulfil that blessed assertion, and so He will. Honour the
vVord, and He will honour both minister and his ministrations. Honour
. the Spirit of God, and He has declared, "Them that honour Me I will
honour." What is the use of "sowing among thorns" ~ The thorns
will but "choke the seed." What is the use of sowing upon fallow
:ground 1 The ground must be broken up to receive the seed, ere it
can become fruitful. So also is it with the human heart. It must be
broken ere it can receive divine truth. The natural heart never will
receive the things of God. It is the work and power of the Spirit
.alone that can prepare it for the reception of the incorruptible seed of
,di.vin~ truth.
It must be a grace beginning if there is to be glory
'Wll1nmg.
But, to go a little beyond the three fundamentals referred to,
.Preach" the finished wOT7c of Ch?'ist." It is plainly enough set forth in
the Word. For instance, the comfort which the Lord bade His prophet
Isaiah pour into the Chnrch's ear in prophetic language was, "Cry
unto her that heT wa?jare is accomplished." Again, our blessed Lord,
when on earth, said, "My meat is to do the will of Him that sent
Me, and to .finish the wOTlc ,." and, again, to His disciples He said, "I
have a baptism to be baptized with, and how am I straitened till it
be accomplished!" And then, in His memorable prayer to His Father,
just before He passed over the brook Cedron, " I have glorified Thee on
earth: I have jin'ishecl the wO?'k which Thou gavest Me to do. And
now, 0 Father, glorify Thou Me with Thine own Self with the glory
And, when He cried
which I had with Thee before the world was."
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upon the cross, "It is jill,jshed !''' and bowed His hcad, and gave up
tJle ghost, how truly was His declaration true! The J,ighest degree of
perfection marked that work, even the eternal sal vatioll of His Ohurch
and people, the accomplishment of 'whiclt has ensured to her every mystery
~lld mercy, every benefit and blessing, that she can nced for time
and eternity. Oh, then, preaoh "the jinishe(l lI:orlc oj Christ" in all its
beauty, preciousness, and perfection, so suitable for poor, helpless, helldeserving sinners!
In connection with this glorious fin'ished wode, these words seem to
come with sweet power into my soul, "Sacrifice and offering Thou
didst not desire. Mine ears hast Thou opened; burnt-ofl'ering and
sin-offering hast Thou not required. Then said I" La, I come: in
the volume of the Book it is written of Me, I delight to do Thy
will" (or, as it is in the Prayer Book version, "I am content to do
Thy will "), "0 My God: yea, Thy law is witbin My heart." God
did require sacrifice and offering under the old dispensation, but not
after the "La, I come" did come. All was done away with in
Christ. And the same with the law and its requirements. They
were in Christ's heart, and He )Vas content, and delighted to become
the L:tw-FulfilJer ,for His people, although it cost Him to do so a
life of suffering and an ignominious death upon the cross.
"Vell, the requirement of the law was, "Do this and live;" and
any teaching or preaching to the creature," Do this and live," is a
going back to the law, and a dishonour cast upon the finished work
of Christ. Therefore it follows that, when it is said to a poor, fallen,
dead soul, "Do this and live," it is not the Gospel. The good news
of the Gospel is, Christ has done all for thee. Preach, then, "the
finished wurk of Christ," in all its fulness, preciousness, love, and
mercy, to poor sinners, and lell-ye the Holy Ghost to apply the blessed
work of Christ to the soul, and to show poor sinners this is their
need, and this is their salvation. And, when He gives life and
quickening grace, then the poor soul will believe with a saviug faith,
and will rejoice in the Lord's gracious way of saving sinners, and will
Lo brought experimentally to say and feel, "He brought me up also
out of the horrible pit and out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon
<t rock, and established my goings; and Ha hath put a new song in
my mouth, even praise unto our God. Many shall see it and fear,
and shall trust in the Lord."
Oh, beloved, this is "souncl cloct1·ine." Let those who seek Thee
thus, 0 Lord, by the leadings of the Holy Spirit, rejoice and be glad
in Thee, and let such as love Thy salvation say continually, "The
Lord Le magnified!" Yes, they will desire to magnify the God of all
grace, for their salvation is thus all a matter of sovereign grace and
mercy. May thc Lord deliver us from the perpetual cry of Arlllinianislll, "Dv! clo.''' to the comfort of knowing it is' aU done, clone!
But it may be said, " You have referred to the doctrine of the fall,
to the nood and necessity of the power of the Holy Ghost to regenerate
the soul, and to the finished work of Christ. Would you }lreaoh before
the unregenorate the other doctrines which you hold dear 1" "Ve
reply, When the angel came and unloosened the prison doors, and
brought forth the Apostles, what did he bid them do 1 Wby," Go

\
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stand and speak in the temple all the words of this life." He did
not say, preach this, and withhold the other, but bade tIlCm speak
openly before all, "all the w01"(ls of this life."
And why does not the
injunction hold good now 1 The Apostles, in the midst of the multitude, were not to flinch because the "INord would be unpalat::lble to
many. They were to "declare the whole counsel of God, whether men
will hear or whether they will forbear." And what was the result of
this faithful preaching 1 We are told that "Jerusalem was filled with
their doctrine," and that" the disciples were multiplied." Oh, that we
might have more of such faithfiIl preaching! Surely a real Godhonouring work would follow.
It might be asked, "Suppose you met with J, man, say in a railway
carriage, and you found him a stranger to divine things. If an
opportunity occurred to talk, how should you deal with him 1" I should
tell him of his position as a graceless, godless man. I should lay before
him the scheme of redemption. I should unfiinchingly show him his
inability of himself to do anything towards procuring his salvation. I
should tell him of the power of the Holy Spirit, ::md should bid him
pray to God for the exercise of that power on his behalf; and I should
promise also to pray for him. Thus I bolieve the Lord would honour
the testimony which is according to the truth. ,Ve can "preach the
Word" thus out of the pulpit as well as in it. God promises to bring
His own from the north and the south, the east and the west, and.
save to the uttermost those thus drawn who come unto Him.
In a short journey, a revival preacher once told us that he had
converted two people, a man and a woman.
I question such conversions much; but there is no question about it when the Holy
Spirit convinces of sin, and Himself dmws to Christ, through the Word.
Oh, friend, is thy religion based upon the sandy foundation of
C1'eat~l1'e coming, or upon the rocky foundation of sovereign gmce ana
rne1'cy? Looking at the distinction between professor and possessor,
how often is it the case, where the beginning has not been a true
work of grace, but only natural convictions, that, when Christians are
really brought to know and see themselves, and to know and see
Christ, they find out that before they began at the wrong enel.' For years
they have led a religious course, and thought themselves Christians;
but, when the Lord has taken them in hand, and stripped them of
all their creature comings and creature believings, ah! then do they
find out what they thought must be the act of the creature must
really be the work of Omnipotence; and, unless there is an almighty
beginning, there never will be a satisfactory ending.
Paul, in writing to "the saints that are in Jesus Christ at
Philippi," speaks of the salvation they are realizing, adding, "and
that of Goel." Ah! that is what we love. Our salvation is "of Gael,"
therefore it will stand. There is comfort in such a standing as this,
and we may, with the same Apostle, be confident that "He which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of
Jesus Christ."
Oh, then, may the Lord uproot nit beginnings aB
the wrong enel with 11S, and Himself begin, carry on, and finish His
own work! Then shall we triumph in Him.
In this important matter, I am always obliged to look within,
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2tud inquire of oneself, How was it ?/Olt experimentally realized anything of divine things 7 Emphatically I can respond, Through the
preaching of the Word. There was not a word of creature invitation. It was a heart-melting of the Spirit, brinO'ing me into eOlltrition on account of sin, and with it revealing Christ, through the
unfolding of the Word, in such a way that I exclaimod, "My Lord
and my God!" Call this coming to Christ if you will. I call it
Christ coming to me. He sought ont, by the power of the Spirit,
His lost sheep, and on the shoulders of His almighty strength bore it
into the fold.
And oh, beloved, when a man is led to begin at the right end,
even God's beginning with a poor sinner-when he feels that it has
been all a matter of grace divine, and that the revelation of Jesus
to one so unworthy has melted him in love-what overfiowings of
gratitude will flow forth as he says" Himself hath done it-precious, precious wordo !
Himself my Father, Saviour, Brother, Friend,
Whose faithfulness no variation knows;
Who, having loved me, loves me to the end.
" And when in His eternal presence blest,
I at His feet my crown immortal cast,
I'll gladly own, with all His ransomed saints,
Himself hath done it all, from first to last!"

And, when a poor sinn0r feels, with gratitude of heart, that entirely
all has been of the Lord-that Himself hath done it-oh, how he
will drink into the spirit of David, when he f'xclaims, "Blessed
be Thou, Lord God of Israel, our Father, for ever and ever! Thine,
o Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the
'Victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heaven and in the
-earth is Thine: Thine is the kingdom, 0 Lord, and Thou art exalted
:LS Head above all," &c.
"Now, therefore, our God, wc thank Thee,
~Lnd praise Thy glorious name. But who am I 7" Ah!" but who am
I" indeed 7 Why me, why me, Lord 7 The very thought of the
Lord's favour humbles one in the dust. A poor sinner like me to
<.mjoy such blessings and realize such happiness! Brought into the
family of God; granted communion and fellowship with the Father
and His dear Son Jesus Christ! Oh, it is marvellous in my eyes, andI will and must sing, "Oh, to grace how great a debtor!"
And this is the lesson the Lord would have us learn, even to trust in
His omnipotency, and not in anything of the creature. When Gideon
~tnd the children of Israel were to go forth to meet the vast multitude
{)f Midianites in the valley of Moreh, the Lord said, "The people
ithat are with thee are too many for Me to give the Midianites into
their hands, lest Ismel vaunt themselves against Me, saying, Mine own
u!and hCtth saved me." Thus the Lord found it needful to take steps, lest
Israel slloulll vmmt themselves against Him. A religion that begins
with a yaunting of oneself in creature strength and calculation is of
little value. We must be brought to nought and. nothingness c.f spirit,
ere we learn the value of strength gain&! from the omnipotent power
of Jehovah.
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Ah! my friend, let me tell you this is a rough world j and, if
you begin to tread its thorny way without "shoes of iron and
brass," you will make a miserable failure of it. Thine own strength
will not avail thee. Things turn up every day little antici pOLted.
Matters will prove so contary to c~trnal expectations that, i[ you
have nothing more to rely upon than your own will, I pity you.
For my part, a weak and worthless worm in heartfelt experit'nce,
I am_ obliged to rejoico that the Lord has taken me in hand. In
Him I am confident there will be-nor can be~no failure. He who
hath begun the good work will carry me through all. This is my
comfort, consolation, and joy.
When David lefG the sheep of his earthly tending to go and fight
with Goliath, the champion Philistine of Gath, Saul would have him
equipped with carnal armol1l' and carnal weapons. JIe put an helmet
of brass upon his head, and armed him with a coat of mail, and girded
a sword upon his armour. But David would not have these things.
He said to Saul, "I cannot go with these, for I havo not proved
them;" and David put them off. So would we put off' the creature
aJ'mour that the Sauls of this day would clad us in. Away with the
plumed helmet of creatl1l'e pride and greatness, and the coat of mail of
human perfection, and the arm of flesh, with its carnal weapons! The
true child of God, like David, will go forth to the battle with sin and
Satan with none such unproved weapons, but with the good old wellproved Gospel weapons, and the sword of the Spirit, drinking into the
spirit of his precious declaration, "Thou comest to me with a sword,
and with a spear, and with a shield; but I come to thee in the name
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast
defied."
Ah ! later on, too, in the battle of life, David knew how topreach "sound doctrine."
After attributing all his salvation tothe Lord, lle traces all the realization of it to the same divine power.
He calls Christ" the Fmmtain of Ismel," and says, "Strengthen, 0 God,
that which Thou hast wrought in us."
Salvation and strength from
J ehovah will put a song into our mouths, even praise unto our God.
Moses was to gather the people together, and God said, "Then
I will give them water." That's it. We are to gather, and God
will give. Such a religion we believe will suit godly and ungodly,
sinner and saint.
Preach, then, the Word.
Proclaim " sound
doctrine," and leave the Lord the Spirit to gather and gain.
Another matter grows out of this subject, namely, it is one thing
to be wise ill dealing with ungodly porsons when you get at them,
but how are you to get at them 7 They will not come into the
existing places of worship, therefore the preaching of' the Word and
the teaching "sound doctrine" does not reach their ears. This is true,
and a greater proof one could not have of its truth than what occurs
Sabbath after Sabbath close to this spot. Here i!'l a road which, from
its pleasant surroundings, attracts hundreds and thousands on the
Sunday. Idle men and lads go out together in tens and twenties,
bent chiefly on doing mischief in the way of stoning birds and pulling
down branches of trees. The more quiet in hundreds take a mere
stroll, and come back laden with wild flowers, while mothers, wheeling
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their children in perambulators, anu young people wile away the
sacred hours of the Lord's Day. It may be said, "Well, there is no
harm in taking a walk and gathering wild flowers on the Sunday."
Ah! this may be a sentimental way of looking at it, but is it in
accordance with God's way and will that the Sabbath should be so·
kept~
How about eternity ~
But, taking the fact as it stands, that by far the greater number of
people never enter a place of worship, I am of opinion that the best
possible thing is the establishment of Mission Rooms, where a simple
service can be helel, and the preaching of the Word carried out. They
will drop in here when they will not go into the regularly established
places of worship. The unfortunate matter often is, that men think
that, ~n connection even with such services, there must be attractions
and excitement. If this be the case, the real good will fail. I contend
for the POW~l' of the Gospel, which is as much a power as it was on
the day of Pentecost.
It is this po,,,er used, and not abused, that.
we want, for by the preaching of the Vvord men are to be saved.
This matter of Mission services has been very practically brought
before me of late. I have long had a desire to witness for myself the
hallowed work that has been for some years carried on at Portsmouth
and Southsea, and that privilege has been recently granted to methe "Bethesda Mission," Portsmouth, under the management of our
esteemod friend, Commander B. H. KEY, St. Edward's Road, Southsea-the object of which Mission is not merely to visit from house
to house, reading and expounding the ~criptures, and, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, pointing the poor. sinner to Jesus, but.
also to establish Mission services and cottage meetings, and so bring:
the Gospel to those who do not attend ordinary places of worship.
vVe were privileged to conduct some of those services, and, from
the spirit of the thing, we could but notice another benefit, namely r
the gathering together of many of the Lord's living; ones, who are
never so rejoiced as when the Gospel is preached in that Godhonouring way, that must, by the Spirit's blessing and power, convince and convert, as well as comfort and establish in divine things.
As Commander KEY says, "\Ve have agaia not been without manifest tokens of blessing upon the VVord, and now wait upon our
covenant God for still greater blessings, in the conversion of souls.
and building up of His true children." Of course, such a work.
with its many stations, and with the assistance given to the deserving:
poor and sick, and numerous other works of faith and labours of love,.
cannot be carried on without funds, which are much needed, so that, if
the Lord should lead any of our readers to spare a little from their substance to help on the good work, I am sure it cannot be given t()
a more Christ-glorifying cause. There is an absence in the work of
all creature excitement and creature Revivalism. The great aim is the
preaching of the truth, leaving the Holy Spirit to impart life, and
bring Goa's elect out from an ungodly world. I am sure our
beloved Editor would substantiate these statements with regard to the
Portsmouth Bethesela Mission. Since our visit, he has proclaimed the
truth in the same Hall, and we have received proof that his testimony
has been owned and blessed of the Lord.
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You see, then, dear readers, our line of things at this season. How
tf) deal with the ungodly? Why, deal with them as God deals with them,
and as His Word teaches. They are "dead in trespasses and sins."
Tell them so. They will never know anything savingly of Christ unless
the Holy Spirit gives them the new birth. Tell them so. You will
be but reiterating the declaration of the Lord of glory Himself. They
need the power of the Holy Spirit put forth on their behalf. Preach,
t,hen, the necessity of the Holy Spirit, and crave of Him to exercise
tllat power. Proclaim" the finished work of Christ," and all other
doctrines as they come before you, which are in accordance with the
\Vord of God.
"Preach the Word," and believe in the promise
of God, that" it shall not return unto Him void." Is not such a
course infinitely wiser and God-honouring than telling the creature to
do what he cannot, and, what is worse, making him believe Ite has
done it, and is therefore saved, thus puffing him up to believe he is [L
s.aint, when he has "only a name to live, and is dead" 1
May God enable us as long as we live to preach and teach the
t,ruth, and keep us from the "deadly doing" of proclaiming a lie for
expediency's sake.
Bw·ton-on-T1'ent.
G. C.
MESSAGES OF MEUCY.
Master Himself had need to pass
through,
And sit by Samaria's well :
What blessings resulted from that
interview
No power of a mortal can tell.

THE

The steps of His servants are ordered
by God;
He leads them, and points out the
way ; ~
He bids them go. witness, at home
or abroad,
Of His mercy and love day by
day.
'While Satan is hurrying thousands
along
With whispers and promises fair,
God's servants would echo amidst the
gay throng,
Satan's leadings must end in despair.

Believe not the tempter, nor yield to
his voice;
They Wlj,rn, they beseech you to flee
To Jesus, their Saviour; in Him they
rejoice,
For He came Satan's captives to
free.
God's servants are messengers of the
good news;
To save precious souls Jesus came;
0 Lord, we beseech Thee, Thy messengers use
This glorious truth to proclaim!
With sinners the vilest their Master
was found,
And shall they pass by such? Oh,
no;
They would tread in His footsteps, and
publish abroad
The 10\'e of the Saviour they know.

So Christ and His cross shall be lifted on high,
And triumph o'er Satan and sin;
One word of His bidding shall welcome them nigh,
And Jesus His jewels will win.
AUNT

Luc •.

'YE should pray 'i.n the Church, with the Church, and fo1' the Church.
Three things preserve the Church-faithful teaching, diligent prayer,
and patient suffering.-LlltllCi'.
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THE PRESERVER AND REVIVER OF DROOPING SOULS.
"None can I;eep alive his own smd."-PSALi\I xxii. 29.
THERE is no portion of Holy 'Writ which presents a greater diversity
of experience than the Book of Psalms. 'Whatever be the state or
condition of the child of God, his case is sure to be described there.
In it are traced the footsteps of the flock all the way from the gate of
regenerll.tion to the confines of eternal glory; nay, still further, for
now and then the curtain of that I heavenly country seems drawn aside,
and wo on earth appear for a moment to catch a glimpse of those
once-sorrowing, mourning. and distressed ones, whose "prayers" are
now for ever" ended" (Psa. lxxii. :lO), and whose happy spirits are
basking in the full sunshine of His presence, where "is fulness of joy,
and at whose right hand there are pleasures for evermore" (Psa.
xvi. 11).
Yes, weary pilgrims roam over the pages of this blessed Book of
Psalms with ever-increasing interest, 'lnd find thems8lves described
with an accuracy which surprises them. Here the saints are found
l'::l1lging on the heights of covenant hvour and divine privilege, and
traversing the low valleys of darkness, dreariness, and death. They
"mourn in their complaint, and make a noise because of the voice of
the enemy;" and, again, "they give unto the Lord the glory due unto
His name," when they hAm: His voice of power and majesty bidding:
all enemies depart, and filling their distressed souls with peace and
sweet tranquillity. Here we have recorded the sighs which ascend from
broken and contrite hearts, and the songs which burst from rejoicing
spirits in the enjoyment of divine favour. Here also are recorded the
sins, failings, falls, and follies of the saints; the rebelliousness, murmurings, and waywardness of J ehovah's chosen and redeemed ones;
and the goodness, mercy, grace, patience, and long. suffering of their God.
Ofttimes a precious Christ, suffering, sighing, rising, and reigning, is
therein revealed to the waiting hearts of His poor sinful people.
The Psalm before us points most blessedly to His sufferings and
death, and foretells the treatment which He should receive at the
hands of sinners.
,Ve hear much in these days of "confirmation," but there is
nothing so sweet as having "the testimony of Christ confirmed" in
us. It is an unspeakable mercy to be brought to acknowledge the
truth of His own ,Vord because of the experience of the same in
the heart.
Ruch a state is expressed in the question put by one
who knew the meaning of true confirmation, "Does the Bible ever
reacl you? " Yes, we repeat, it is an unspeakable mercy to find our
heart's experience unfolded as we read that blessed Book, the testimony of the Diyine Three.
"None can keep alive his own soul." Truly the "living in Jerusr,lem" can set their seal to this word. It is written in the Book
and it is felt in the heart, therefore the confession flows from the lips.
Archbishop CnANMEn's translation of this portion runs thus: "No man
1\! 1\!
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hath qnickened his own soul." Each rendering reveals human inability
and helplessness, and exalts" the Lord and Giver of life." Sec, it is
declared by Him who cannot lie, "No man hath j " "None can j "
hence all free-will boasting is excluded. By nature, every son and
daughter of Adam is "dead in trespasses and sins," but each one
whose name is recorded in the Lamb's book must, in due time, be
quickened into divinE' life, be delivered from the power of darkness,
and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Yes, they must
be "born again," for "a seed shall serve rEm." As in nature, life is
the free gift of heaven, so in grace. J ehovah has reserved to Himself
the sole right of communicating the mrne. Man has been endued with
marvellous powers, ingenuity, and skill j lie has been able to achieve
great things; but never could-yea, he never will-be able to bestow
life. He may make a life-like image, beautifully carved or splendidly
moulded, but beyond he cannot go. He cannot animate the tiniest
insect or the minutest plant, neither is it in his power even to
retain that life which is gi\'en. Indeed, all that he possesses is that
which is bestowed for the present moment.
" None can keep alive his own soul." There is something very
humbling, yet very precious, in the declaration-humbling, inasmuch
as it lays proud mall low at the footstool of sovereign grace j but
precious, because it proves that perfect knowledge J ehovah possesses
()f His eternally-loved ones.· Yes, "He knoweth our frame, He
remembereth that we are dust."
The truth is patent in the
experience of all the saints.
Multitudes of the living family have
taken up the language of the highly-favoured Apostle Paul, "In
deaths oft." Yes, says he again, "We which live are always
delivered unto death, for Jesus' sake, that the life also of .Tesus
might be made manifest in our mortal flesh." The life of the
children of God ofttimes seems to be a kind of living, lingering
death. "In this tabernacle they groan, being burdened," and exclaim,
"Oh, wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body
of tbis death 7" Listen to the wrrowful sighing of one in possession
of divine life: "My soul is fuU of troubles, and my life draweth
nigh unto the grave. I am counted with them that go down into
the pit: I am as a man that hatb ! no strength: free amolJg the
·doad, like the slain that lie in the grave, whom Thou rememberest
110 more, and they are cut off from Thy hand."'
Nat only feelingly
dead, but well-nigh buried, they long to hear the voice of the
]~onl saying to their earth-b,mnd souls, "Shake thyself from the
dust j arise and sit down, 0 Jerusa.lem." They seem to possess just
life enough to make them feel their deadnE'ss. \Vell, even this is a
marvellous mercy. for" the dead know not anythillg." Poor, drooping,
:fainting, lallguishing soul, does not this come with a little power and
sweetness to thy heart 7 Does it not inspire thee with a little hope
that, after all, lIe has bestowed His life upon thee, though thou art
feeling so dead 7 Tholl dost, indeed, know something of sin, something
of wretched self, something of Satan j aye, and methinks thou dost know
something-even though it may appear vory, very little-of that salvation
which the Lord Jesus Christ has accomplished for His own. "Let
God be true, but every man a liar j" and He plainly and positively
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leclares, " None can keep alive his Wll souL" None can quicken it,
though many may try to do so; nono call keop it alive, though
multitudes nssert the contrary.
ar reader, hast thou life 1 It ia Cou's rich, freo gi ft to thee. Is
,hy soul kept alive 1 It is by the soveroign gmco and ]Jower of
.Tehovnil, for of Him it is written, "Which holdeth our soul in life"
{Pao.. lxvi. 9). Oh, yes, the song of every vessel of mercy must ever
be, tI 1 hou hast brought up my soul from the grave." There is life
'bestowed hy Him who "quickens whom He will." " Thou hast kept
ane alive, that I should not go down to the pit." That is life preserved
' '1 the" Head of His body the Church, who nourisheth and cherisheth
it" nS His own flesh. How often do the children of the Lord have
to sigh" Change is our portion here;
Soon fades the summer sky;
The landscape droops ill autumn sear,
And spring flowers bloom to die;
But faithful is J ehovl1h's word.
'I will be with thee,' saith th~ Lord."
The earnest longing ascends, "Wilt Thou not revive us again, that
Thy people may rejoice in Thee1" Zion languisheth. Her harp is hung
upon the willows. She cannot sing the Lord's song in a strange land;
.she cannot run in His ways, neither can she bring forth any fruit, but
seems wrapped in a mantle of wretched indifference; and yet the tiny
spark of life is not extinct, for she sighs for even a desire after Him.
It is sometimes said the lowest evidence of life is a cry, but the
-evidences in the Book of God come lower than this. A simple breathing, when no words are to be heard, is not unnoticed by Him (Lam.
iii. 5G). The groaning of the sorrowful soul is not hid from Him
(Psa. xxxviii. 9). He is attentive to the prayer of those who desire
to fear His name (Neh. i. 11). He has a book of remembrance for
those who can only think upon His name (Mal. iii. 16), while He
will answer that prayer which consists only in a "look towards His
'holy temple" (Jonah ii. 4). In sovereign love, He who is the rife of
Ilis Church appcars again, and communicates fresh strength and
vigour to her. ·Were it not so, she must die; but this can never be,
hocause that life which He has given is everlasting, eternal, and
unceasing. "Though damped, it never dies." It is possessed only in
~lllion with Him to whom it is given "to have life in Himself." In
the cold winter season, the recipient thereof may appear to all around
"Iuito Llead; but, spiritual life once given, is given for ever, and must
be preserved. The work of grace once commenced is as sure of comvlction as though already finished, for "He which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." But
.J ehovah will teach His own their utter insufficiency in these things,
to bring down their pride, and teach them to live upon Him from
(lay to day-yea, from moment to moment. Yes, poor soul, false
teachers may and do insinuate that thou canst keep thy soul alive
lby praycr, reading, and attendance upon so-called means of grace.
Prayer is a precious and inestimable privil(1ge. The reading and
ministry of His own Word arc ofttimes used by Him t.o give thee
MM2
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a little reviving in thy bondage; but these, without the grace-,
power, and application of the Holy Ghost, can do no more for thee
than thy natural food can accomplish without the blessing of the
Lord. No; "The letter killeth, but the Spi1'it giveth life" (2 001'. iii. 6).
"None can keep alive his own soul." With the confirmation of
this truth in his own heart, the Psalmist David could lift up his eyes
to the hills from whence all his help must come, and, with a little
confidence, even though nought but death was experienced 0n every
hand, within and without, look up amI sigh, "0 God, who is like
unto Thee ~ Thou which hast showed me great aud sore troublcf>
shalt quicken me again, and shalt bring me up ngain from the depths
of the earth" (Psa. lxxi. 20). "Thou shalt quicken me again!" It
is a marvellous mercy to possess such a God-wrought confidence a3
this! Oh, drooping, sorrowing childrcn of the living God, again and
again ye have the sentencc of death in yourselves; but, blessed he'
His name, as oft as ye are brought to this spot of weakness, dreariness,.
and death, ye shall be quickened again until ye safely reach His
home, till ye are landed on yonder shores of bliss, where heaviness·
shall no more oppress, where dull sloth shall no more gain advantage,
but where ye shall learn what that means-" There shall be no more.
death" (Rev. xxi. 4).
Oftentimes this earth of ours is styled "the land of the living,"
but it would be far more in keeping with the experience of the saint£.
to call it "the land of the dying."
Men fade away and die as the
flower of the field. Ever and anon "man is going to his long homE),
and the mourners go about the streets;" and, as regards the soul, a,
little life is experienced for a few short moments, and then we fai1,.
and faint, and sigh, "That I may know Him and the power at His
resurrection." Yes, that is what the true-born child of God wants"the power of Christ's resurrection to be felt in his own soul, forthe body without the Spirit is dead."
It may be asked, By what means is the soul kept alive, since in
itself is nought but death 1 Blessed be God, the Head, the responsible One of His Church, declares, "Because I live, ye shall live>
also"" If my immortal Saviour lives,

Then my immorlal life is sure;
His Word a firm foundation gives,
Here let me build and rest secure."

The Father has sworn by His own existence, "Thy dead shall live,
together with My dead body, shall they arise" (Isa. xxvi. 19). WeH
says the Apostle, in the experience of this marvellous truth, "Christ is
our Life" (Col. iii. 4). Thanks be unto Him, He well knew what His
poor dead children would need, so He has provided One who shoulQ
"breathe upon these slain, that they may live." "Thou sendest forth
Thy Spil'it,. they are created, and Thou renewest the face of the
earth."
Yes, that glorious Person shall abide with the Ohurch for
ever, to renew, )'cvi ve, ami refresh. He is given because the Fathel"
knew how oft His children would need re.viving, and He shall. neVel"
depart until the whole company of His blood-washed ones shall be
standing in yon glorious lalltl-
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" 'Where never-ending spring abides,
And never-withering flowers."

\

Oh, no, blessed be God, the work of His Spiri~ is a const.tnt work"Thou renewest ! "
"Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabi~e~h eternity,
whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and holy place, wi~h him
&lso that is of a con~rite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of
the humble, and to revive the hear~ of the con~ri~e ones" (Isa.
lvii. 15). "They that dwell under His shadow shall return; they
shall revive as the corn" (Hos. xiv. 7). Reader, dost thou dwell
under His shadow ~ Dos~ thou shelter only in His wounded side ~
Dos~ thou seek, again and again, to see thy pardon sealed wi~h His
mos~ precious blood ~ Dos~ thou know any~hing of tha~ Man who" shall
be as a hiding-place from the wind, and a cover~ from ~he tempes~;
AS rivers of water in a dry place, and the shadow of a great rock in
a weary land" ~ Is this the dwelling-place thy soul desires ~ Oh,
" le~ the inhabitants of the Rock sing" for joy! Whatever be thy
frame-whether deadness, darkness, 01' dreariness be thy portion-if
tholl art under His shadow, thou shal~ revive again. Thy life shall
be redeemed from destruction, because ~he Holy Ghost dwells in
thee, and the visitation of thy Lord and Saviour shall preserve thy
spirit. Such was the experience of poor, tried, and tempted Job"Thou hast granted me life and favour, and Thy visitation hath preserved my. spirit'> (Job x. 12).
Dear reader, hast thou ever had a visit from the Lord J esus ~ Has
He ever sent and fetched thl'e ~ Yea, has He ever come and fetched
thee to His house to eat bread at His table in J erusalem ~ Has He
ever said to thee, "Abide thou with Me, fear not: for he that
seeketh My life seeketh thy life: but wi~h Me thou shalt be in safeguard "~ (1 Sam. xxii. 23. ) Was no~ this life, power, love, and grace
communicated to thee ~ Oh, yes; me~hinks my soul can find expression
in the language of the poet" My willing wu1 would stay
In such a frame as this,
And sit and sing herself away
To everlasting bliss."

But i~ may not be down here He will abide with thee; but Ho may
"cease to be seen of thee," and thou wilt mourn in dark and dreary
spo~s for another visitation.
'Whcn J oseph was taken in the
mysterious providence of God from his aged father, he groaned out,
in the agony of his spirit, "I shall go down into the grave unto my
son mOlll'lling." When years had elapsed, and J oseph had made himself known to his brethren, and sent to fetch his father to him,
., Jacob's heart fainted, for he' believed them not;" but, "when they
told him all the words of J oseph, which he had said unto them:
and when he saw the waggons whiGh Joseph had sent to carry him,
the spirit of Jacob, their father, revived." Of the Holy Ghost it is
written, "He shall receive of Mine and shall show it unto you;" and
t,ruly, when He reveals the l)rovisions of the Father's house, when He

534

The Gospel Magazine.

reveals the glory of the work of the Lord Jesus, when He applies the
words of the Father and the Son to the hearts of thc mourners in
Zion, the spirit of these revives, and they exclaim, "It is cnough""A single smile from Jesus given
Will lift a drooping soul to heaven."

Yes, "in the light of the King's countenance is life." The shining
of His countenance and His gracious visitation cheered and comforted
Abram's heart as He rcvealed to him the gracious fact that He was
his shield and exceeding great reward. The Lord visited Hannah and
gave her her heart's desire. He visited the happy home of Bethany,
and gladdened the heart of Mary with His words as she sat at His
sacred feet. He visited the Apostle Paul when all mcn forsook him;
" Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me"
(2 Tim. iv. 17) j and, in the lonely isle of Patmos, His kind visitation
:md marvellous revelation were granted to preserve the spirit of His
beloved John. Yes, in deed and ill truth, the living in Jerusalem
must ever sing, "Thou hast kept me alive." How does He do it~·
By the" renewing of the Holy Ghost," by "the light of the King's.
countenance," and by His gracious "visitation." And, again, the
Psalmist by the Holy Ghost declares, "Thy vVord hath quickened
me." The Word, warm from His own lips. Yes, this proves a lifo-giving
and preserving power. vV 0 see this in the case of poor, unbelieving
Thomas. His love languished j his faith was well-nigh gone; and his.
hope had almost expired. His Lord had been taken away, and he,
with the rest of the disciples, feared that, after all, they had been mistaken in the Messiah. The Lord Jesus, having conquered death,
arose triumphant from the grave, and the same day, at even, He came
and stood in the midst of His assembled saints. "But Thomas was·
not with them when Jesus camej" and, when they related to him the
precious news that the Saviour was alive, he believed them not.
Nevertheless, at their next meetinO', he was there. There was still a.
little love in his heart and a littl~ hope in his breast j and in that
spot the Lord met with him aO'ain. He came and to them all He
said, "Peace be unto you. Th~l saith He to Thomas, Reach hither
thy finger, and behold My hands j and reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing."
Oh,
sweet visitation! Oh, precious, preciolls words! They went with
divine power to his heart. The fountains of that great deep were
broken up, he was quickened again, he was revived once more, his.
faith, hope, and love were all renewed, and he exclaimed, with a glad
heart, "My Lord and my God!"
" None can keep alive his own soul." Well may we sigh, in the
language of the Psalmist, "My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken
Thou me, according to Thy ~ord. . . . Turn away mine eyes from
beholding vanity; and quicken Thou me in Thy way.. , . Behold, I
have longed after Thy precepts: quicken me in Thy righteousness. . . .
Quicken me after Thy loving-kindness j so shall I keep the testimony
of Thy mouth . . . . Let my soul live, and it shall praise Thee"
(Ps. cxix. 25, 37, 40, 88, 175); for, without His life-giving presence
and power, we can do nought but grovel here below. Fond of these
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earthly toys, we are entirely taken np with the vain things of this
perishing wodel, and wander from His ways. Wo neeu that which is
blessedly described in the l03rd Psalm, ""Vho redeemeth thy life
from destruction." Oppressors seek after that life; Satan, sin, and
self conspire to extinguish it; but J ehovah shall preserve it from fear
of the enemy and hide it from the secret counsel of the wickcd.
Of Him it is written, ""Vho satisfieth thy mouth with good things,
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's."
Beloved in the Lord, it iSa marvellolls mercy to possess the smallest
evidence of the possession of divine life, because it was never
bestowod upon any but those whose names are recorded in the Lamb's
fair book, and from those pages come what may-whatever thy
peculiar infirmity, whatever thy weakness, whatever thy sin-it can
never be erased. "Thus saith the Lord, If heaven above can be
mcasured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I
will a.lso cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they have done,
saith the Lord." Rast thou, then, the faintest desire after Him ~
Dost thou long for the realization of His salvation, because of the
scntence of death in thy own soul 1 Then thou art dear to the heart
of thy Father and thy God, thou art made partaker of His nature.
"The Christ within thee seeks the Christ above;" and, ere long,
"the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed thee, and
shall lead thee unto living fountains of waters, and God shall wipe
away all tears from thine eyes."
Many a poor weak and weary one is siglling, "I stretch forth my
hands unto Thee: my soul thirsteth after Thee, as a thirsty land.
Hear me speedily, 0 Lord: my spirit faileth [or, waxeth faint]:
hide not Thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down
into the pit" (Psa. exliii. G, 7). "Vith earnest, longing, ardent desire,
the soul is going forth to Him; and, as a little babe stretches forth
its harlLls to its mother to be takcll up, fed, and comforted, so does
it hang upon the Lord, and sigh {or the warm embracings of everlasting love.
Oh, may His power be seen, known, and felt more and more in
the hearts of His children, that thq may know, though they cannot
keep alive their own soul~, the faithful PromiseI' and covenant Preserver
of His own is able to su<.;cour them in their low estate, preserve them
when feelingly appointed to destruction, and to keep them alive in
famine!
K. B.
"How did you like the sermon ~ " Let us, if only for the sake of
varioty, challge this trite commentary on our Sunday engagements.
How Jid you enjoy the prayers ~ How did the reading of God's
'Wonl affect you ~ How much reality did you feel in confessing your
sins 1 HolY many of your sick, weary, sorrowful, and sinful friends
dill you remember on your knees ~ How much did your thoughts go
with tile hymns you sang 1 How much did :;rou pray that the servant
of U-od might be blessed in His Word, and that your own soul might
be humbled and assured in the love of Christ ~ And holY far has the
prayer been answered? "Oh," but you say, "these arn really private
questions!" Then put them to yourself, dear friend.

536

The Gospel Magazine.
DEW-DROPS.

"By jwith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which
he should after rece'ive j01' an inheritance, obeyed; and he uent out, not
know'ing whither he uent."-HEBREws xi. 8.
BUT Abraham's God, who called him to go, went with him, and fIe
knows. He does not call His people to go here and there alone. He
knows just what will befall them on the journey j He knows what
awaits them in the place where He has appointed them to dwell; and
He knows that His presence IS requisite to their happiness and safety j
therefore, He says, "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of
the world"" If for one moment He withdraw,
That moment sees me break His law."

What a stirring up it must have been to Abraham, when the Lord
appeared unto him, saying, "Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
father's house"! This would incur separation from kindred and clime,
that had become dear in association to him. But the word of his God
was to him power and authority j ::.nd in faith he obeys, relying on the
promise of his God to show him the lanu whither he is to journey.
"So Abraham departed: . . . . and they went forth into the land of
Canaan, and into the land of Canaan they came."
How blessed to realize that He knows the case and need of each of
the poor pilgrims travelling to the heavenly Canaan! There are the
lame, who need the support of His arm j the blind, whom He gently
leads. Some of the little children need carrying, and others, despairing
and ready to halt, are cheered by loving words of assurance. But it
will still be a thorny way. The Canaanite is still in the land j the
enemy is ever ready and waiting to trip up the child of God. But all
these difficulties by the way are but to stir them up to press on
homewards, to lean hard on Jesus, and to feel they cannot go one step
aright without Him. "If Thy presence go not with us, carry us not
up hence," is answered and performed. "My presence shall go with
you."
Even as Abraham's journey is but a pieture of every traveller
Zionward, so also the country whither he journeys was to typify the
heavenly Canaan. "He went forth into the land of Canaan, and into
the land of Canaan he came." And so will every child of God.
We are journeying to a country of which the Lord said, .. I will give it
you." I've are travellers on our homeward, heavenward journey, many
sons and daughters being brought home to glory, children of the King
of kings, looking to dwell in His presence to all eternity j fellow-heirs
of the glory He dwells in, and to which He is bringing us. Oh, what
a prospect! What a hope! What if the journey ,is rough 1 What if
the thorns and ruggcd stones now cut our feet, till we are footsore
and faint-hearted1 WJHtt if the clouds are dark around us 1 ""Ybat is
i~ if the enemy encountcr and vainly try to overthrow us 1 It matters
little. It will soon be over. It is but a lit~le while at most, and then
~tnspea7cable glO1'Y! W lJ al'c brought-aye, sometimes, like little children.
carried-over the rOllgh wny hy OUl' never-failing Guide. If the clouds
look dark, black upun UH, lIo bids us look for the ever-shining sun
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behind. And what an exchange it will bo 1 Oh, what will it be to
realize we havo Jone with warfat'e for victory, weariness for everabiding rest j gruce for glory; the sneers of the world for a crown
of rejoicing 1
Oh, beloveu, can you put in YOlll' claim here 1 Have you known
what it is to be looking and longing for that blessed hope 1 Do
you know and foel Christ in you, tho hope of glory 1 If 80, dcpend
upon it, you will know something of the roughness of the way,
and the frowns of the world and its worshippers. But be of good
chect'. Ilis promise is, "I am with you always." He has pledged Himself Hover to leave nor forsake you; L),nd the performance of His promise
is treasured up for that bright ancl glorious day when He shall
:),ppom' before His Father's throne, saying, "Behold I and the childron Thou hast given." Till then, beloved, may He comfort you,
stablish, strengthen, and settle 'you, anJ tune your hearts to praise
and bless Him for His marvellous loving-kinlness, goodness, and
temlor mercy, to such undeserving recipients of His royal bounty" So, like a pilgrim, let me wait,
Contented well in every state,
Till all my warfare ends:
Live in a calm and cheerful mood,
And find that all things work for good
'Vhich Jesus kindly sends."

R.

"I WILL GIVE YOU REST."
On, what sweet and precious words for those who are weary and
aro heavy-laden! Yes, and Jesus knows all His weary ones, just
w here and what they are. And IV ha does not need rest 1 This
world, to the child of God, is "a waste, howling wilderness." Those
who are the pilgrims of the Lord realize, in the experience of this
Me, holV much they do need rest. Each day and oach hour brings
with it some rough and rugged path, which makes the poor travelling
pilgrim weary in heart and life', because ., the cares of this life,"
wJlich the children of God, in common with all the world, have to
endure, often press heavily on the poor weary spirit, and make it long
for the rest which only the great and good Shepherd can give!
But the Good Shepherd knows the need, and provides for the same
with all the tenderness and care which belong to His character. How
well did David know this, even in the Hebrew Church, and before
tIle great Shepherd came to redeem His sheep by His precious blood:
fur he could say not only, "The Lord [Jehovah] is my Shepherd,"
hilt he said, "He leadeth me into green llastures and ueside the still
waters;" and" He maketh me Lcauseth me] 1.') lie clown " in them!
H ere is the true rest, which can be got in the wilderness, because He
brillg.:; water out of the rock, and oil ant of the flinty rock for His dear
people, who are "the sheep of His pasture." Blessed Jesus, lead
all Thy weary ones "where Thou makest Thy flock to rest at noon I!
(Solomon's Sung i. 7).
lJlaTt!Jn' JlJemm'lccZ ChUTe!!.
W. FRITlL
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HOPK'!;.
"Happy is he that hath the Goel of Jacob for his help, ~chose hope is il~
the Lord his God."-PSALM cxlvi. 5.
WE have recently been led to meditate upon the privilege of "Faith,"
and now, by the help of God the Spirit, we will try and consiller
some of the preciousness of her sister, "I-lope " -in itself a very
animating and soothing word. We find it often used in both the Old
and New Testaments. Solomon says, "Chasten thy son while there
is hope "_.[1, word to parents.
St. Paul tells the Thessalonians to "put on the breastplate of faith
and love; and for an helmet [a covering for the head in war], the
hope of salvation." Jeremiah addresses the Lord as "the Hope of
Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble"; and, in the seventeenth chapter, "Blessed is the man . . . . whose Hope the Lord is."
David says, "Remember the word unto Thy servant upon which
Thon lwst caused me to hope." St. Paul speaks of" a good hope
through grace."
St. Petor says, "Sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts, and be ready always to give an answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness anu fear."
How often are the children of God cheel'eu and comforted in the
midst of deep sorrow and affliction when, by the grace of God, they
can calmly and resignedly look beyond their burden to the BurdeuBearer, and cry, "My hope is in Thee." "It is the Lord; let Him
do what seemeth Him good." "Let Israel hope in the Lord, for
with the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption."
" I wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in His Word do I hope."
When Paul was brought before Felix, he was not ashamed to confess
that he worshipped the God of his fathers, believing all thiugs which
were written in the law and in the prophets, and that he had hope
toward God (Acts xxiv.) j and, in his Epistle to the Uomans, in
those grand chapters, the fifth and eighth, so full of Gospel truth,
he says, "Hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unt()
us." "We are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man seeth, why doLh he yet hope for 1 But if we hope for
that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it."
And the
same Apostle, writing to Timothy, says in the opening chr,pter,
"Jesus Christ, which is our Hope j " and to Titus, secoml chapter,
"The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denyiug ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world j looking
for that blessed hope, and the glcrious appearing of the great Gael.
and our Saviour Jesus Christ." Peter also says (first chapter), "Gird up
.the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace
that is to be brought unto you at the revel::tLion of Jesus Christ."
And Jeremiah says, "The Lord is good unto them that wait fOl:
Him. It is good that (I. ml\n should both hope and quietly wait for
the salvation of the LOI'd" (Lam. iii. 2::1, 26). A great many more
.. This article ought to lmve appeared before, but the MS. was accidentally
overlooked.-ED.
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texts might be added, but those quoted arc what were presented to
our mind at this time.
Now, let us consider for a few moments what" hope" implies. It is a.
future, not a present good, and goes straight against all argument and
opposition. It is antagonistic to despair, ever expecting I and looking
for something which one does not possess. Hope draws patience along
with her as a companion, consequently we are enabled, when buoyant.
with hope, to bear with patience our crosses and tribulations, ever
trying to remember by whom they are sent, and for what end. How
often do we find they have all been appointed in love to our souls ~
and, so far from impeding our happiness, eventually prove to be
blessings in disguise, promoting the glory of God, strengthening and
confirming our hope, so that we are constrained to thank Gou fOl~
His delivering mercies, and take eOllrage in some such words as.
the poet sings" He that hath helped us hitherto
Will help us all our journey through."
Or, as another poet has sweetly written" Hope through the watches of the night;
Hope till the morrow bring the light;
Hop" till thy faith be lost in sight;
Abound in hope."
'What terrible calamities have befallen our country of late! 'Vhat.
fearful fires, floods, and fiendish murders, shipwrecks, and other
disastp,rs! What a remarkable absence of the suu, so essential fortillage! How has the land been saturated with an unusual propor-tion of rain, so that the produce of the earth has beon in many
parts destroyed, ruining several farmers, depressing their spirits, and
blighting their prospects! Yet has that little cheering word "hope'"
clung to some ot' them-or rather, uome have clung to it.
Now, what is the remedy? What is to be done uuder such adverse circumstances and visitations? Oh, may God the Spirit teach us, and enableus to rest assured that "the Lord will be the 'hope' of His people."
His people. Observe, our blessed Saviour said to His disciples, which
is recorded in those solemn words (Luke xxi.), "When ye shall hear'
of wars and commotions, earthquakes, pestilences, fearful sights and
great signs from heaven: men's hearts failing them for fear," &c., "then
look up, and lift up your heads."
What does that mean, but
that we are to look up to Him who is in heaven, who sitteth
above the water-floods, whose hand none can stay; who had only in
the beginning to say, "Let there be light," and it was light; whobade Moses speak to the rock, and there came water out (Num. xx. 8~
of it; who commanded "fire" also to come down from above and
consume tllQ sacrifice, in answer to Elijah's prayer (see 1 Kings xviii.);,
who alone can calm the troubled sea with a "Peace, be still!"
who fed the multitude, who healed the sick, and raised the·
dead to life again; who has dOlle, and still doeth, great wonders,
both in heaven and on earth. Yes, surely it is to Ihm we must goin prayer. Oh, let us fall down before our God in deep humility"
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confessing the justness of His vengeance for our sins, and beseech Him
no longer to rebuke us in His anger, nor chasten in His hot displeasure,
and beg of Him to give us a spirit of submission, and caUSf:l us to hope
in His vVord, which says, " He retaineth not His anger for ever, because
He delighteth in mercy." Peradventure the Lord will hear, and again
give us that which is good, and cause our land to yield her increase.
" We dare not come but in the name
Of Jesus Christ, the sIJotless Lamb;
Blest Spirit, give us grace to plead
For blessing on the scattered seed!
Source of light and power divine,
Deign upon our land to shine!"
vVe fear there are many who engage in vast undertakings, and enter
upon many new projects (as well as casting the seed upon the land), without ever imploring the blessing of God upon their doings. Yet, how allimportant it is to pray, "Prosper Thou the work of our hands, 0 Lord;
,yea, the work of our hands, prosper Thou it;" and Solomon says, in
'Proverbs iii., "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and lIe shall direct
thy paths."
Every spiritual observer must see that these national calamities, as
well as personal trials, are sent from the Lord, who does not "willingly
afflict nor grieve the children of men; " bn t, as His abounding goodness
does not always draw men to him, He has to use severity. Hy these
things may we have instruction sealed upon the heart, God's great
power revealed, His glory advanced, causing us still to hope in Him
who is" Good when He gives, supremely good,
Nor less when He denies;
E'en crosses in His sovereign hand
Are blessings in disguise."
By nature we all dread afflictions, and endeavour to flee from them;
yet are they often as "steps "to lead us to repentance, and in the end,
salvation. They should not make us wretched, however much we
may be troubled and wearied by them. Indeed, it is right that we
should be exercised under them to lead us to Him who alone can
remove them, and who often blesses us with such divine sympathy,
affording such consolation, far sweeter than if prosperity and ease had
always been our portion.
This knowledge or realization of divine love can only be revealed to
our hearts by God the Spirit. Flesh and blood aro powerless. "Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of man
to conceive what blessings God hath prepared for those who wait for
Him." "The hope of the righteous shall be gladness," and" he hath
hope in hi;; death." Yes, a "good hope through grace;" not the
hypocrite's hope, which (Job tells us) "ehall perish."
Afflictions are
necessary for us in many ways, for, if all things go on smoothly and
gratifying to the flesh, how can patience have its perfect work 1 and
how can we be kept in hope, when we already possess all pleasant
things 1
Believe us, dear tried one (if any such should read this), we must
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have our sorrows and our sufferings, inwltl'cl or outward, temporal 01'
spiritual, for it is the portion of the Lord's beloved ones, though, at the
time, it is "not joyous, but grievous j nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them who are exercised
thereby." 'there must be the tasting the" bitter cup" (Christ had to
drink the very dregs). There must be the felt power of the raging
tempest, to make us cling closer and closer to Jesus.
HolV often, in the midst of our deep sorrow, we can unbosom all t
Him, and to Him only; and, when thus enabled to pour out our hear~
to ] lirn, and cast our burden at His feet, wha,t a relief we experienoe I
How tenderly He binds up our wounds, pouring in the oil and the
wino to soothe and strengthen! What a heart of hearts is His!
s, beloved child of God, whoever thou art, or wherever tholl dwellest,
jf thou hast not yet learnt, thou wilt know, in dne time, that it is still
"through much tribulation" that the kingdom will be reached. Do
we nut feel it difficult to "glory in tribulation"? Indeed we do; but
read on-" tribulation worketh patience; patience, flxperience; and
xperience, hope; and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of
od is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost, which is givel1l
unto us." Those precious gifts ! Wc could have no patience, no hope,
no good thing, but through J eSlls Cllrist our Lord.
We feel that our faith at best is but very imperfect-not in
actual possession, but, as it were, licth under hope-thus faith aud
hope are so closely united that one cannot be separate from thtll
other, yet is there a certain difference between them. Faith is the
beginning of the new life, for, as we receive it as God's gift, so<
arc we sure that He will never kke it from us. Hope enables us to<
feel that we sh:t11 never perish, and helps us to endure adversities
and overcome all difficulties, and iu the midst thereof to wait and
expect better things. Yet do we learn how weak our faith and hope
are under the cross and in the conflict; but we do not despair, for,
as Christ becomes ours more clearly, we Jay hold of Him who bears
us up and carries us through. Thus do wc get all comfort and
consolation from Him, whose stl'ength is made perfect in our
weakness.
So are the words of the prophet Jeremiah verified,
"Thou art my Hope in the day of evil '>; also, J'oel says, "The
Lord will be the Hope of His people and the Strength of the
children of Israel, so shall ye know that I am the Lord your God,
dwelling in Zion, My holy mount:tin." David says, too, "Be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen your heitrt, all ye that hope in the·
Lord;" and, in the forty-second Psalm, he says, "Why art thou cast·
down, 0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? Hope
thou in God, for I shall yet praise Him who is the health of my
countenance and my God." Theso words he repeats in the same Psalm
and the following, showing us that even he did not overcome at
once. May we, too, have the same hope, leaving the manner and the
time of deliverance to be "Thine, 0 Lord." Indeed, it would be'
well for us if we could at all times leave our cause with Him who
. has infinite wisdom and power, not trusting to our frames and feelings,.
which alter not the mind of J ehovah, for that is ever the same. As
Job says, " Ho is of one mind, and who can turn Him?" (Job xxiii.}

~'
542

The Gospel Magazine.

and Malachi iii., "I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons
of Jacob are not consumed."
Hope extends itself to subjects not yet fully discovered, and represents
to our mind things hidden and far remote; but there is no expectation
of an object which is openly seen, or held in one's possession; so, as
long as we continue in this world, our salvation is founded on hope,
and lodged with God far above our senses.
Tbere are many who say they hope to go to heaven, but. they walk
Dot in the "footsteps of the flock," Imow nothing of the "much
tribubtion," nor what it is to "take up their cross." To such we
would affectionately say, Beware of cherishing a false hope. "God is
not mocked," &c. 'Vc may deceive ourselves; we cannot deceive God.
If we would not lose our ·way. to heaven, let us endeavour to walk
by the light of His countenance who has said, "I am the vVay, the
'Truth, and the Life. No man cometh unto the Father but by Me."
Oh, Lord, increase our faith. confirm our hope in Thee, and help
ns to call to remembrance what great things Thou hast done for us !
Still do we thirst for more light, more love, and more of that "hope
which maketh not ashamed."
C'odjielcl.
C. B.
-----_._-_ _-..

AND A GREAT SAVIOUR WELL
MATCHED.
IT is not the righteous and godly man, but the sinful and ungodly
man, that Chrht came to call, justify, and save; so that, if you were
a righteous and godly man, you 'were neither c:lpable of calling,
justifying, or saving by Christ; but, being a sinful and ungodly man,
I will be bold to say unto you, as the people said unto blind Bartimeus, "Be of good comfort; arise, He calleth thee," and will justify
and save thee. Go, then, unto Him, I beseech you; and, if He come
and meet you (as His manner is), then do not unadvisedly say with
Peter, "Depart from me, 0 Lord, for I am a sinful man!" but say in
plain terms, " Oh, come unto me, for I am a sinful man, 0 I,ord ! " Yea,
go farther, and say as Luther. bids you, "Most gracious Jesus and
sweet Christ, I am a poor miserable sinner, and therefore do judge
myself unworthy of Thy grace; 'but yet, having learned from Thy
Word that Thy salvation belongeth to such an one, therefore do I
·come unto Thee to claim that right which, through Thy gracious
promise, belongeth unto me." Assure yourself, man, that Jesus Christ
requires no portion with His spouse. No, verily, .H e requires nothing
with her but mere poverty. Tbe rich He sends empty away, but the
poor are by Him enriched. "And, indeed," saith Luther, "the more
miserable, sinful, and distressed a man doth feel himself. and judge
himself to be, the more willing is Christ to receive and relieve him;
so that," saith he, "in judging thyself unworthy, thou art thereby
become truly worthy; and so, indeed, thou hast gotten a greater
-occasion of coming unto Him."
'Vherefore, then, in the words of the Apostle, I do exhort and
beseech you to come "boldly to the throne of grace, that you may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need" (Heb. iv. 1G;
Matt. ix. 13; I,ulw i. 53)."-Ma1"1', Mod. Divin.
GREAT
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TRACINGS.
"The beloved ~f the Lord shall dwell in safety by lIim,. and the
Lord shall cover him all the day lonq, and he shall du:ell between His
shoulder·s."-DEUTERONOl\IY xxxiii. 12.
VVHAT a precious cluster of divine blessings we have, dear reader, in
the words utterod by Moses, the ma-n of God, when blessing the
<:hildren of Israel; and, if the ever-blessed Spirit is graciously pleasecl
to bless our feeble meditation upon the words, and favour us with
a well-grounded hope of our persona-I interest in the Gospel mercies
contained therein, we will rejoice together, and bless our covenant
God for His rich abounding mercy and grace.
Let us, first, consider the love of Him spoken of-the Lord, ever recognizing in the dear name, Father, Son, a-nd the eternal Spirit, coeval and
co-eternal in their love-acts, mercy, and grace to the objects named
-the beloved; and, in so doing, endeavour to trace whether writer and
reader has any well-grounded hope of being interested in that love; for
this, beloved, is a matter of vital importance, for it matters little or
nothing what our profession may be, whether Churchman or Dissenterwhether, by reason of a sound judgment, clear intellect, or deep Scriptural discernment in doctrine, we can discern between truth and error.
If we have not the life of God in our souls, the fear of God in our
bearts, our profession is vain; we are yet in our sins" A form of words, though e'er so sound,
Can never save a soul."
Solemn truth! This love is an t;ternal love and an everlasting love; it
had no beginning, and can have no end. This precious truth is clearly
revealed in the unerring Word of God. The Lord appeared to Jeremiah,
<'I,ml said, " Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love;" not, "I
will love thee; " although that would be most precious; but the language
is in the past tense: "I have loved thee." And the dear eternal Son of
God, in the eighth of Proverbs, declares that, when there were no depths,
no fountains abounding with water, before the mountains or the hills
were brought forth, while as yet He had not made the earth, or the
heavens were prepared, that His delights were with the sons of men,
when as yet there were none of them. Such the sacred record confirms
:as chosen in Christ from before the foundation of the world-their
names written in the Lamb's book of life ere time began its course,
or plauets went their rounds. And it is most precious to know that
this eternal love, or etel'llity of love, will remain to everlasting; for
this love is, as its Author, unchangeable. The sins and transgressions
{)f those favoured ones can never alienate the love of a Triune
J ehovah. From His affection it is, as J olm informs us, that Jesus,
<, having loved His own which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end;" nor can all the sins, rebellions, murmurings, and follies of
the heirs of salvation, after being called by divine and sovereign grace,
alter or lessen the eternal and unchangeable love of the eternal '1'11reein-One J ehovah. They were the objects of love even when "dead in
trespasses and sins" (Eph. ii. 5), when enemies to God by wicked works,
alienated from the life of God, walking according to the course of this
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world, having no fear of God before their eyes, each olle walking
or turning to his own way, but all of them in the bro:Ld way that
leadeth to destruction, according to the Apostle's testimony (l Cor.
vi. 9, 10); but, as objects of boundless and invincible love" The time of love rolls on apace,
Not to propose, but call by grace;"

for" There is a period known to God,
When all H is sheep, redeemed by blood,
Shall leave the hateful ways of sin,
Turn to the fold, and enter in."

"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy
name!" I ask you, dear reader, if you can join with me to adore the
matchless grace that, although the Apostle's description sets forbh
our character, if we can come in with the following verse, "Such
were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctifled, but ye are
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God "~ And, if you feel as I do, we are lost in wonder, love, and praise
that ever such poor, lost, and ruined sinners as you and I should be
the objects of such unmerited and undeserved love and mercy. Nor
can we give any reason for it, or offer any explanation, hut that
which the Lord Himself has gi,'en-" It pleased the LOl'd to make yOlt
His people."
How sweetly the Apostle of the Gentiles tlwelh upon this subject.
in the closing up of the eighth of R,omans: "\Yho shall separate us from
the love of Christ ~ Shall tl'ibulation, or distress, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ~ I am persuaded that neither death, nor life,.
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nOli"
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature is able
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus OUI.
Lord." And, as suffering endurance is the test of love, who can fathom
the sufferings and agony of the Son of God by reason of His unparalleled
love ~
" His love what mortal thought can
" He left His radiant throne on high,
reach 1
Left the bright realms of bliss,
What mortal tongue display 1
And came to earth to bloed and
Imagination's utmost stretch
dieIn wonder dies away.
·Was ever love like this 1
" Dear Lord, while we adoring pay
Our humble thanks to Thee;
May you and I with rapture say,
, The Saviour died for me!'"

Yes, dear reader, love for such poor, weak, and worthless worms an
you and I feel and know ourselves to be, if rightly taught by
the Spirit of God, caused this precious Christ, not only to leave Hi&
radiant throne all high, but to become It Man of Sorrows and
acquainted with grief, to have His face marred more than any man's,
and His visage more than the sons of men, becoming Surety for the
awful debts due to offended justice by it number that no man can
number, and bearing in His own body on the tree the guilt and puuisllment due to tramgressors. Listen to the dolorous cry in sad Gethsemanc,
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'Whcn in agony that forced His precious blood through the sacred
pores of His deal' Person, as He cried to His God and Father, "If it
be possible, let this cup pass from Me j nevertheless, not My will, but
Thine be done."
" 'What a doleful voice I hear!
""Vhat 11 garden scene is there!

,)
I

I

I

What a frightful, ghastly fioodJesus weltering in His blood!"

He who kncw no sin was made sin, with all its penal consequences;
.allCl, as "the wages of sin is death," He voluntarily laid down His life
.and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross, to
make a full alld satisfactory atonement for the sins and transgressions
·of the objects He had covenanted to save from all eternity.
But we are to trace out, if possible, whether you and I have any
well-grouuded hope of being interested in this precious love of the
etemal Three-in-One Jehovah; for, if we have, we can rejoice together
of the love and grace of the ever-blessed Spirit, whose glorious work
it is lIOt only to regenerate the souls of the elect of God, but to
reveal a precious Redeemer, in all the fulness of His mighty work
in anu for the salvation of His Church and people.
It well behoves us to ask the solemn question, Am I born again ~
Have I been made to realize that I am a guilty and hell-ueserving
:sinner-not only to acknowledge it because I have been taught i~
from my infancy, or because the 'Word of God plainly reveals to me
'the solemn truth, but have the guilt .and burden of it filled me with
terror and alarm, as the declaration tha~ whosoever offendeth but in
'One point is guilty of all ~ Have I been led to contemplate the perfection of the divine attributes; that inflexible justice demands perfect
:and entire obedience to the just and holy law of God in thought,
word, and deed ~ That holy law follows from day to day with "Pay
me that thou owest." Have the thunders of Sinai caused us to tremble,
.and made us wish we had never been born, or that we had been a
beast of the field rather than a man ~;,'
These, deal' reader, are some of the exercises, more or less, that
,souls made alive by the Holy Ghost have to experience, and is
.altogether diverse from the religion of the duy. That begins with
joy, and it is to be feared will end in sorrow. True and vitul religion
in a man's soul begins with sorrow and grief. The poor troubled one
begins by trying to fulfil tIle law, and vainly hopes, by obedience to
its tlivine demands, to do a little at any rate toward appeasing the
~tllger und indignation of the Almighty.
The writer tried this experiment, but bitterly proved the poet's words" The more I strove against sin's power,
I sinned and stumbled but the more,"

until despair seemed to stare one in the face, and the condemnation
of the wicked seemed inevitable. "W'hat !" say you, "this arising from
the love of the eternal Spirit ~" Yes, dear friend, it is love, and love
alone, that causes the Great Teacher to pass this exercise and lesson,
in oruel' that your rags of self-righteousness shall be stripped off, and
your wretched free-will and duty-faith exposed to your view as
.. He:lder, do

yOIl

know a.nything of these deep, cbrk excn:ises ?-En.
:N :N
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nothing worth; yea, more, as dung, dross, clogs, and hindrances, in~
stead of helps. It is love and mercy thus to be led and taught our
utter helplessness, poverty, and wretchedness. The heart-broken prayer
of the poor publican then bursts forth, "God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!" and this prayer will be the petition of your life. It will
suit you when getting on for the three-score years and ten, even
though first uttered when", stripling.
Again, when the objects of eternal love are made spiritually ,dive,
godly fear is implanted in the soul, a hatred to sin and evil practices.
The company of the world, once delighted in, is now shunned and
avoided; and if, by reason of relative ties or natural affection, or the
entanglement of the world, lead tho soul away, what sorrow, what
leanness, what anguish of spirit is sure to follow! The pOOl' writel'
looks back sometimes with grief upon many spots when his absence-\'
would have been far better than his presence; and, as a burnt child
dreads the fire, the desire and aim is now to avoid all intercourse
with the world: and worldly things (and professors of religion, too-,
unless they can give a reason of the hope that is in them) beyond the
necessities of an active business life; and I entreat my reader to be
. careful of your company. Avoid all and everything that tf\nds to a
carnally-minded condition, which the sacred Word declares to be death.
Keep aloof alike from those who advocate the doctrines of free-will and
human merit. You have seeds (Illough of this evil in your own heart,
without obtaining more from others. As well those who, possessing an
Antinomian spirit, are careless of their walk and conduct in life. The
grace of God "teaches the soul to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts,
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present evil world."
How precious are the words of the Apostle, "Shall we continue in sin
that grace may abound 7 God forbid." May we be favoured to live like
those that are "born again not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God, that liveth and abideth for ever."
But our text says those beloved on0S shall be covered by the Lord
all the day long, and shall dwell between His shoulders. Rich, sweet
promises! "He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His
. wings shalt thou trust. His truth shall be thy shield and buckler."
"Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered."
Yes, poor, exercised, doubting, fearing one, harassed by fears, temptations, and sorrow, that precious blood once shed on Calvary's cross
shall cover thy sins so effectually that the eye of divine justice can.
never more perceive them.
And how precious-"all the day long"-continuously! The covering
will never be taken away. Yea, thy sins are for ever blotted out
as a thick cloud-yea, cast into the depths of the sea, for ever covered
by omnipotent and matchless love--and, as the shoulder sets forth
strength and power, thy God will protect and defend thee agaill~t
all thy adversaries, external, internal, and inferual, and bring thee off
more .than conqueror through the glorious love-acts of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.
That it may be our happy lot to <.>njoy the precious love-tokens we
have faintly looked at, is the prayer :ll,d desire of,
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THOUGHTS ON TWO PRINCES.

"The prince of thili 'World cometh, and hath nothing in Me."'-JoHN xiv. 30.
are two remarkable princes, one the prince of this world-prince
of the power of the air, and prince of the devils; the other, the
Prince of peace, the Prince of life. The former a prince and a sinner,
the latter" a Prince and a Saviour" (Acts v. 31). The father of lies,
and the God of truth; a murderer, and He who prayed for and forgave
murderers; a creature, and the Creator; the oldest sinner, and the boldest
too, and the groat, eternal, almighty Saviour. The history of this evil
worlLl gives sad proofs of the power of its prince. The object of this
princely liar is to keep poor sinners rolling in the mire. How extensively he ~mcceeds! See the power he exercised in our first parents,
in Cain, in the world which was drowned, in Sodom, in Pharaoh,
Judas-yes, and in one's olVn heart, out of which he would not go, and
in which he would never cease working, were it not for tho gracious
actioll of the Prince stronger than he. Like a serpent he can, if
allowed, wriggle his way into good men, as he did in the cases of
Noah, David, Solomon, Peter, and others. 'What need of grace to
pray, "Lead us not into temptation." But here was a Man, "a real
Man," the Man Christ Jesus, in whom Satan found nothing that would
unite with his temptations.
Jesus Christ had in Him no propensity to disobey God. All His
thoughts, words, works, and ways were in harmony with God's holy
will and holy LLW. "In Him is no sin." "Who did no sin." He,
the Saviour, had no sin in Him. . Pure streams flowed out from the pure
fountrlin within, nor coulLl Satan, with all his stirring temptations,
stir up allY thing impure in Jesus. He found no materials readS to
hand witll which he could ensnare this Saviour Prince. When he
comcs to us poor fools, he finds plenty of tools. He finds in us evil
tendencies and sinful propensities, a sctting at nought God's authority
and law, and carrying out our own will and walking in our own ways.
See wh,Lt cn,me of one man's disobedience-" Many were made sinners"
(H,om. v. 19). The sin of man made us sinners; the grace only of
the Saviour can make us saints. Satan draws out into act the sin
that he finds in us, which is seen in the conduct of all, for all have
sinned, and all do sin (Eccles. vii. 20). Satan found nothing in Jesus
offensive to God, no dislike to Him, or His people, or worship, or servicenothing that was crooked with the will of His holy Father, but everything
stmight therewith. But, when he comes to us, how much dislike he
finds in us to a holy God, His holy Word, works, and ways-a
constant bent to dissent from our Maker and Preserver, and an unceasing 1ias to evil. 'vVell has the poet said, "How sad our state by
nature is!" This foul prince hates Goel, and so do we by nature; and,
when he brings his hatred to bear upon ours, both uniting against
God, what monsters of wickedness we then show ourselvtJs! Oh, what
outcries of late about dangerous explosives, dynamite, &c. May God
the Holy Ghust put into our hearts, and keep there, constant outcries
against these Llangerous explosives, sinful, devilish, and hellish propensities of our fallen nature. But for the timely, gracious, merciful,
delivering power of the Prince of life and peace, my poor sinful soul had
N N 2
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been blown, ere now, beyond hope. May the good Lord help me to
watch aucl pray, and all His poor tempLed, erring, wandering sheep.
No Act of Parliament will prevent this priuce of darlwess from tryillg
to cause an explosion, with a view to devour and destroy. Mall is compared to a briar, and this old liar can (if permitted) light a fire to
this briar.
Si1tan found nothin~ in Christ that would yielll obedience to llis
will. Said he, "If Tholl be the SOil of God, command that tht>so
stones be made hread" (Matt. iv. 3). How difl'ereut from us, who, by
nature, are led captive by the devil at his will! Said J·esus to the
.Jews, "The lusts of your father yo will do" (.John viii. 44). In
themselves, God's children are no better. The heart-knowledge of this,
by grace, will check us from stone throwing at any.
\Vith all
Satan's efforts to put the Saviour aboll t, he coulu. Jlut make Him doubt
of His Sonship. A believer is not made up of all faith. When Satan
comes to tempt him respecting his being a child of God, he finds in
him unbelief, which, when he works upon and with, callses great
bOlldage and bitter distress, often attended feelillgly with the poor
man's cry, "Lord, I beli0ve j help Thou mine unbeliet''' (Mark ix. 24).
Still, at this trying time, a believer is not a wilful infidel. No;
wilful infidels are void of Christian principles. A doubting, fearing,
groaning, Satan-tried believer is not. In our day we ha,ve mon elected
to make our human laws who are unbelievers in God's di vine laws.
Where are we going 1
Satan fuund nothing in Christ that would comply with his temptation to presumption.
Said he, "If Thou be the SOil of God, cast
Thyself down" (Matt. iv. 6). He could not induce Jesus to do anything or say anything presumptuously, without warrant from God. How
seldom is the prayer heard in these bustling, rattling, noisy times,
"Keep back Thy servant also from presumptuous sins" (Psa.. xix. 13).
Mall, in his haste, is for pushing forward j God, in His grace, keeps
His servants back j but proud nature dOfs not like it. In these clays,
how many we see pushed forward by men-how few kept back by the
Lord! How big with solemn mealling are these two \Vonls, "Keep
back" ·Write them, Lord, on our hearts.
Satan found nothing in Jesus that would comply with the temptation to idolatry. Said he, "All these things will I give Thee,
if Thou wilt fall down and worship me" (Matt. iv. 0).
How
prollO we are to inordinate love-to the undue l')\'e of the creature!
None of this proneness was found in Jesus when Satan came to Him,
but how wilily he acts in laying his baits to entangle the soul, in
working upon this heart-idol of inordinate love! None who know themselves will attempt to prove they are quite innocent in this matter.
Says John, "Little children, keep yoUt"selves from idols" (1 John
v. 21). Says the merciful, everlasting, great Father of these "little
children," "From all your idols will I cleanse you" (Ezek. xxxvi. 25).
In mercy, keep us back, 0 Lord, from rendering that glory to the
creature which is due to Thee only. God has visitf1d many in judgment
for the sin of idolatry.
In the best of mell, Satan finds something to work upon.
By the
force of Satan's temptations an upright man may fall, as Adarn j a
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sober man may fall into intemperance, as Noah; a meek man may
fall into passion, as Moses; a patient man fall into a fit of impatience,
as Job; a holy man fall into acts of unholiness, as David; and a
What It blessed thing it
wise man fall into foolishness, as Solomon.
will be to be rid. of those indwelling evil propensities upon which
Satan can now plant his foot-crush, vex, and oppress the soul! An
honest conscience will not blame even Satan fur its own sin; no,
but, by grace, confess and forsake it.
The little while we have to live, may the Spirit of the Lord Jesus,
the Prince of life, enable us to feel the serious weight of the wise
words of warning, "Let him that thinkcth he standeth take heed
lest he fall" (1 Cor. x. 12).
Basingstuke, August 7th, 1883.
F. F.·
THE FORTHCOMING CLIFTON CONFERENCE.
WE have just received the annexed announcement of the above from
onr friend and brother, the Rev. J AMES ORMISTON.
The spirit
in which the announcement is written, and the deep sense of the
solemnity of the times which evidently pervades the mind of our brother,
lead us to anticipate happy and profitable gatherings at the coming
Conference. Most heartily do we desire that an unction from the Holy
One may prevail, and that many an attendant at these meeting~ will
have abundant reason to exclaim, "It is good for us to be here." As
intimated in the subjoined address by our dear brother, the writer,
year by year we miss those who were present upon previous occasions.
At the last Conference, the venerable MOURANT BROCK was on the
platform, and many will remember the savour and unction of his
petitions at the throne of grace. His prayeTs will be heard no more on
earth, but (blessed be God 1) his praises are heard above ! We loved
the spirit of that dear friend and companion of the sainted WALLINGER.
Both are now before the throne; and oh, how many whom, from
time to time, we have met at these Clifton Conferences are now among
the general assembly and. Church of the First-bom above!
" Happy songsters!
When shall we yUUl' chorus join 1"

where, as the blessed DAVID DENHAM used to say, "No Saturday nights
there! No Saturday nights 1 No, 110 S~turday nights! No Monday
mornings there! No Monday mornings 1 No, no Monday mornings!"
Tho soul-travail of the one day, and. the bodily fatigue of the other,
past and done with for ever!
Saturday ]J1oming, Aug'ust 11th, 1883.
BIi:LOYIW FIUENDS, FELLOW-BELIEV.li:RS IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIRT,
-Tho ·Word of God's grace exhorts us, "Let brotherly love continue."
Surely, om mutual desire is to follow this rule, for the ties of that
brothel'hood., of which Jesus Himself is "the First-born" (Rev. viii.
29), whilo they are certainly indissoluble, are also designedly practical.
We are, in the bonds of the Spirit, united to the risen One, and to
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each other in Him, in no merely professional and nominal sense. Nor
have sectarian or ecclesiastical distinctions any power to divide us, when
we meet together with hearts tuned in holy harmony by the Spirit of
truth and life. The central attraction is, then, our One Beloved, and
the prevailing thought with each of us is, that we are His one body,
and, as such, that we are members one of another. Thus, for many
gone years, Clifton Conference has invited us to assemble ourselves in
the One Name. This was the constraining motive which animated our
faithful brother, SA1IWEL ABRAHAJVI ,\TALKER, to follow WILLIAM
PENNEFATHER in the origination of a Christicm Conference. This holy
object, too, has now for twenty years been sealr,d and sealed again by
our Father in heaven. "Ve are, therefore, will ingly constrained to
announce that arrangements are being mane, in dependence on the
Lord, for holding the twenty-first Clifton Conference.
Since our last meeting, several much-loved brethren and sisters in
Christ have been taken to their grace-preparr,d rest. vVe shall hail
their presence at our wayside gatherings no more.
There is left us,
however, the not small consolation that they have been taken from
"the evil to come."
It has pleased our heavenly Father to grant us who remain a
further opportunity to testify His precious truth, a.nd to represent,
by our practical love and unity, the power of the Gospel of His dear
Son. We owe it, too, to Him who has deigned to call us by His
grace thus to strengthen and encourage eadl other in "the faith once
delivered to the saints." Satan and his human allies are indefatigable
in seeking to pull down the strongholds of Bible truth. God, our own
God, has put honour upon His feeble saints, by making them His
means of effectually defending His assailed cause in these last days.
Evil men and religious "seducers" are "waxing worse and worse."
Numerically and influentially they are also increasing among us.
By terrible things in righteousness the power of J ehovah is making
itself felt in the earth.
aI', pestilence, and earthquake have not, of
late, been wanting in their obedience to the prophetic Word. In
what awful majesty did the sovereignty of the living Goel recently
display itself! Thousands of our fellow-creatures, while occupied in
the pleasures of this perishing existence, were literally swallowed up
in a moment-in the moment of God's manifested omnipotence!
Disintegration and dissolution characterize the present order of the
divine administration. Institutions, alike national, social, and domestic
-institutions hitherto identified with the highest interests of manl,indappear to be tottering to their fall. Can it be that He is about to
fulfil t]lat solemn Scripture, "Yet once more I shake not the earth
only, but also heaven"1 (Heb. xii. 25.) Of this, at any rate, dear
brethren in Christ, we are confident, t]l"t He in whom, through distinguishing grace, we believe-the Son of God-is appointed "Heir
of all things," and that, as the children of God, we are verily" jointheirs with Christ." Our hea,rts are fixed. Vve look for a kingdom
which cannot be moved. Vve are not suffered to ask the world's
anxious questions-Who is to put all the chaos around ·us in order 1
FVho is to right the crying wrongs of narth 1 Who is strong enough,
wise enough, and possesse(l of authority enough to take the reins of
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universal dominion in hand? "Ve know, to Oul' hearts' delight, that
all authority has been committed to the Son of Man-that He sits
in our own very nature at the Father's right hand, only waiting till·
His foes be made His footstool. His, as the appointed Mediator, is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory. In that kingdom, in
that power, and in that glory, His brethren are all immediately and
personally interested. The prosperity of the cause of Christ on earth
is a jCt'mily interest. The Father's name, the Father's will, and. the
Father's plans all appeal to the hearts of His household, from the
First-born on the throne to the new-born babe in grace below. Let
us, then, brethren, assemble ourselves together in that spirit of hqly
unity which is so "good" in our Father's sight, to talk over the
wondrous relationships which sovereign grace has created, and to
confer together touching the honour and service we owe to Him who,
both by adoption and birth, has been pleased to give us a place
among His dear children.
Amid the present sore conflicts with unbelief and misbelief, and in
the presence of widespread defection from the old paths of Bible truth,
it becomes the household of faith to seek nearer fellowship with one
another, and with their sympathizing Elder Brother, in order to
obtain an increase of the grace of courage, holy boldness, and perseverance. Was it not "with one accord" that the servants of the
Lord in apostolic times lifted up their voice to God, when the kings
of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against
Christ?
And what was their fervent prayer? "Grant unto Thy
servants, that with all boldness they may speak Thy 'Vord." The
divine answer was prompt. "And when they had prayed, the place
was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the Word of God with
boldness" (Acts i v. 23-31). Such assemblies of His children are
very delightful in the eyes of our heavenly Father; and, if we meet
in October in the power of the one love which binds us together in
"the bundle of life with the Lord our God," we shaH surely foretaste
the bliss. of our Father's house, and by faith anticipate the hour when
He shaH look round upon the perfected number of His redeemed
family, and joyfully say of everyone of them, "This My son was
dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found." Be it ours to
have in remembrance, as our family portion, the blessed day when
thow wondrous words shaH have thClil' fulfilment, "The Lord thy God
in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save; He will rejoice over
thee with joy; He will rest in His love; He will joy over thee with
Sll1gll1g.
We shall meet (if God permit) at the Victoria nooms, on the first
Tuesday and Wednesday in October, 2nd and 3rd, at eleven and
seven, for Cunference on the following subjects:-Tllesday, "THE SONSHIP OF CnrmrL' (a. As SON OF GOD; b. As SON OF :MAN) VIEWED
IN nlJ:LATION TO THE PURPOSES OP HIS FATHER." ·Wednesday, "THE
SONSI-lIl' 01<' T]-[I~ SAINTS (a. By ADOPTION; b. By NEW BIRTH) VIEWED
IN RELATION TO THE PURPOSIJ:S OP THEIR FATHIJ:Rj" and on Thursday
morning, the 4th, for Communion and sermon at St. James's (Memorial)
Church.
•

•
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Hospitality, dear brethren, will, as heretofore, be proviue(l for t.hosewho kindly signify to me, or to Miss W OOLLCOMBE, 10, York PlacP r
Clifton, on or before Saturday, September 22nd, their intcntion to
be present at the Conference, and their need of accommodation (luring
their stay.
I am, with much love in the Lonl, over yours to serve fot' His
sake,
14-, A1"lington Villas, Clijton, B1·istol.
JA1\1ES OR1\fISTON,
Reelol' of St. l1fm·y-le-Po,·t, J],·isiol.

"RETRACINGS

AND RENE"WINGS."-A VISIT TO A
LIGHTHOUSE.
[We cannot express the pleasure and gratitude awakened in the
heart upon a perusal of the following. The Lord bc praised for His.
great goodness and mercy, in thus acknowledging our humble labours.
In our recent visit to the coast, and our short sea-trips here and
there, we cannot express a tithe of what we felt as we passed or
gazed upon the lighthouses or lightships here and tbere. Many a
petition was offered on behalf of their poor, solitary, and so fearfullyexposed occupants, that the Lord wonld bo pleased to protect and preserve them, and that warmth of heart and a heavenly glow of super11atural love and interest might be folt in the perusal of what the
Lord had done for and on behalf of a fellow-sinner, as recorded in the
book, "RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS."-ED.]
PASSING near one of the lighthouses on the eastern coast of dear old
England, I went in; and, after being shown over by the courteous and
kindly lighthouse. keeper, I asked him whether he had received a copy
of "RETRACINGS AND RENEWINGS," by Dr. DOUDNEY. "Oh, yes," he
said, with a bright smile, "and I like it better than any book I have
ever read. I read it over and over again. It is such a comfort t()
read of Dr. DOUDNEY'S experience, so like one's own heart work,
and I know we are all [referring to his associates] very grateful to
him for his testimony. We have many lonely hours, and his book is.
such a great help and comfort to us." I felt that it would have
cheered the heart of dear Dr. DOUDNEY, could he havo seen the
bright, appreciative look on the man's face; and he would feel that
it was indeed something to have spoken to the heart of the solitary
watcher in the lighthouse, during his ]10urs of loneliness, and cheered
his silent night. Who knows how much God is using his labours.
of love on dark, stormy nights, as he speaks through print to the hearts of
many of God's dear children who, true to humanity, duty, and country,
guard the shores of our beloved country, and preserve life by keeping brightly trimmed and burning the numerous lights in the lighthouses 7 Thus, whilst guiding the labouring, heaving ships to their desired
haven, the lighthouse-keeper himself is directod to the bright light of
the Gospel shining serenely over the troubled seas and quicl\sands of
life; and, steering his course by the Word of God, looking unto Jesus,
the Light of the worlel, ho, too, is guided and lwpt by the power of
God till at length he ::tlso gains the haven where he would be.
NETTlE.
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PROTESTANTS,

BEWARE OF WOLVES IN SI-JEEP'S
CLOTHING 1
THE Cle1'eclon 1I1e7'cu1"?! and Cmwie7' contains the following:"TIlE l"J:IARY.-W e have been asked to insert the following:'A Retreat for Tertiaries of St. Francis is to be preached at the
Franciscan Friary, opening on Sunday, 29th of July, at G p.m. Monday, 30th, Tuesday, 31st, and Wednesday, 1st of August-at 8 a.m.,
Holy Mass anu Meditation; at 2 p.m., Vespers, Compline, and Conference;
at G p.m., l~osary, Sermon, and Benediction. Thursday, 2nd AugustFeast of the Portiunculer; at 7.30 a.m., Meditation; at 8 a.m., Solemn
High Mass and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament; at 2 p.m., Rosary
and Solemn Vespers; at G p.m., Compline sung-closing of the Retreat.
Tho Franciscan Friars are ready at any moment to attend the sick
and dying, either poor or rich, who may desire their ministrations, -and
also to instruct those who wish to learn the truths of the Catholic
religion, or who have any difficulties they wish to have solved. The
Friars do not take money, but work for the love of God and His.
Church. Those who desire their prayers for any particular intention
should leave a notice of the same with the brother.'''
Well does the editor of the Protestant Times add:"What all this means is easily to be divined. Retreats for what? These
Friars truly work for tho love of God and His Church, but 'whose
god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame.' Their Church is
the Church of Home-which is idolatry-' who changed the truth of
Gud into a lie, and \\'orshipped and served the creaturfl more than
the Creator.'''

"A MAN IS KNOWN BY THE COMPANY HE KEEPS."
'VHO was WILLIA1I! LAUD, the "martyr," from whom Primate BENsoN

wishes to derive inspiration 1 A most intolerant and persecuting prelate.
At Oxford he exercised Romanizing views. When Vicar of Samford,
he excited suspicion by his Ritualism. He was chaplain to Jarnes 1.,
who hesitated to promote him on account of his restless spirit. Subsequently he became Dean of Gloucester, and his sacerdotal preaching
and high ritual drove Bishop MILES ont of his own cathedral. He
then became alternately Bishop of St. David's, Bath and Wells, and
London. He was also Dean of the Chapel Royal, and Chancellor of
Oxford; and, last of all, Archbishop of Canterbury.
He was a
rolentless persecutor of the Puritans, became the trusted adviser
of Charles 1., and, by his high-handed illegality, drove the people
mad, anll perished by the storm which he had himself produced.
His death was not 11 martyrdom we ween. To call it such is to
satirize and insult the "noble army of martyrs."-l'he Irish Christian
Advocate.

...
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"My Meditation of him shall be fweet:'
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Sweet to look inward and attend
The whispers of his love;
Sweet to look upward to the place
Where Jesus pleads above.

~

3
Sweet to lock back and fee my name
In life's fair book fet down;
Sweet to look forward, and behold
Eternal joys my own.

Sweet
My
Sweet
My

4to reflect how grace divine
fins on Jesus laid;
to remember that his blood
debt of fufferings paid.

8

5
Sweet on his righteousnefs to f1:and,
Which fave5 from fecond death;
Sweet to experience day by day,
His fpirit's quick'ning breath.

6
Sweet on
Whose
Sweet on
For all

his faithfulnefs to rest,
love can never end;
his covenant of grace,
things to depend.

Il

Sweet to rejoice in lively hope,
That when my change !hall come,
Angels will hover round my bed,
And waft my fpirit home.

Soon too my flumb'ring dust !hall hear
The trumpet's quick'ning found;
And by my Saviour's power rebuilr,
At his right hand be found.

9
There !hall my dis-imprison'd soul
Behold him and adore;
Be with his likenefs fatisfy'd,
And grieve and fin no more.

These eyes !hall fee him in that day,
The God that dy'd for me;
And all my rising bones !hall fay,
Lord, who is like to thee?

7

12

10

Sweet in the confidence of faith,
To trust his firm decrees;
Sweet to lie pafsive in his hand,
And know no will but his.

13

Shall fee him wear'that very flesh,
On which my guilt was lain;
His love intense, his merit fresh,
As tho' but newly slain,

'4
If fuch the fweetnefs of the fiream,
\Vhat must the fountain be ;
Where faints and angels draw their blifs,
J mmediately from thee?

If fuch the views which grace unfokls,
Weak as it is below;
What raptures must the Church above
In ]esu's presence know,

:;;~
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may the unction of these truths,
For ever with me fiay ;
'Till from her finful cage dismifs'd,
My fpirit flies away.

*

This Hymn was written for the late Countefs of Huntington at her request (when in illnefs) by the Revd, Mr. Toplady, and kindly given to the
Publisher as it originally stood, by the Right Hanble. Lady Ann Erskine,

[Tile above is a fac-simile of wltat originally appeal'cd in this Magazine.]
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(Continued jl-cm page 485.)

"IN the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consideI': God also !lath set the one over against the other, to the end
that man should find nothing after him" (Eccles. vii. 14).
This
blessed word of truth has been verified again and again in my eventful
experience, as it was at the time of which I am now writing, 1870.
We wero prospering in our temporal affairs. Both I and my wife
worked, and with that and the produce of my garden we were doing
well, and paid off our furnitnro account, an(1 got more things which
we wanted. Our hearts were glad, and, as is usual in such cases, we
began to build many castles of what our fntur<~ would be. But we were
not altogether forgetful of the goodness of God, in thus providing forus so bountifully; yet there was a certain amount of pride in our own
ingenuity in what we had done and were doing for our own benefit.
But the Lord soon showed us that He had given, and He could take
away again; and it pleased Him to do so.
Now, I will relate one instance to prove it, OLl t of many which I
could mention; but this is a sample of the manner in which He hag
thrown many of my castles down, on which I had prideu myself in the
erection. I had got a new suit of clothes for Sundays, better thrtn I
had had for many years, and I had often thought, "If I could get such a
suit I shoulu be perfectly satisfied." But, after I had worn it a few times,
I thought I should look much better if I had a watch, like other men;
and many were the arguments which I mane with myself to show that.
I really needed a watch. At length I cOllcluded in my own mind that
one was absolutely necessary. That conclusion being arrivell at, I began
to plan the ways and means to get one; and, as I could spare now a
few shillings every week, which were not at present needed, I be~aIlJ
to put in the Post Office Savings' Bank, and very soon had one pound!
there. Then I, one evening, went into the town to see what would be
the price of a watch which would suit me, and I saw some at about
fifty shillings, which I thought would do very well. On my way hornet
I said to myself, "I have been only a very short time in saving oue
pound, and I shall not be long before I have another thirty shillings, and
then I will have a watch." 'When Igot home, I felt very well satisfied
with myself, and my projects and prospects. But one look at my poor
wife took all thoughts of my fancied prosperity from my miud at once,
and, in fear and trembling, I said, ,,'What is the matter 7" Sho said,
"I feel very poorly iudeed." She rapidly got worse, and I went for
the doctor. I will not prolong the painful story. It was several months
before she was well again, and, the doctor atteuding 11er most of the
time, my watch castle was thrown down. I went and drew the pounet
out of the savings' bank and gave it to her, and I was many pounds
in debt before she was well again.
On the 22nd of July, 1870, to our surprise, and to the surprise of every
o!1e else, even the doctor, she was safely delivered of a living child, a girl.
She and the child di(l well, and she soon got about again. That child
was the last she had, amI is still living, and is a fine girl now, and
verily she is the subject of many heartfelt pra.yers. I had a new interest.

I
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in life now, without watches or any other castle-bllilding. In fact, I
was never troublell about a watch again; but, about six years after,
when I went to supply thCl pulpit at <t place called T-ktCIlP, in Lancashire,
where I had often snpplied for some time, a wa,t.ch w:tS presented. to
me by a few friends as a token of Christian esteem. Thus the Lord
knew where the watch was for me, and when and the manner in which
I was to receive it.
I have now to relate some more wonderful manifestations of my call
to the ministry of the glorious Gospel of the blessed God, :1nd my
being led among the Particular Baptists, as a preacher among them, in
whieh cap:teity I h:1ve continued ever since-about twelve years.
When I began speaking at the i::lunday evening meetings at
Rohoboth Chapel, as I have related, ono of the deacons, named J OSEPH
JEPSON, said to me, "If you continue doing that, JOHN DYSO;-I [another
deacon] will stop you some time, for he has stopped me and others
from doing so, and he will stop you, if you continue doing it." I said,
"If that is the case, I will know about it at once, and if he or anyone
elsl~ objects to it, I will stop it myself; for I have no desire to do any
sueh thing, if it is objected to by any." So I went to JOHN DYSON, and
told him wllat his brother deacon haci told mc, and said, "If you
have any such intention towards me, say so now, and I will stop it of
myself to prevent such confusion." He said, "It is true what he says.
I have stoPlJed him and others from speaking at our meetings, because
what they said was not profitable to hear, and I believed that the Lord
had never called them to speak; but with you it is different, for I firmly
believe that God has called you to the miuistry of the Gospel, and, therefore, yOIl have my unqualified liberty to speak, and I shall never stop
yo:!." Thus I thought the matter was settled, and I went on speaking as
before, ti Il lily break-down in the pulpit on that memorable afternoon,
whicll I have related.
It was a long time after that before I felt that I could speak there again,
but at lengtll I did; and, when speal<ing one SUllllay evening, two
women got np and walked out with every manifestation of scorn, seeing
which, I brought my remarks to a speedy close. ·When I closed, JOHN
DVSON, in thl:l most indignant language, said to me, "YOll have done
wrong to-night. You had 110 business to speak unless you had been
called upon to do so." I said, "·Why not, JOHN 1 I have only done
as I havo done often before, and to which you had given me your
unqualified consent. I think your angry indignation ought to be shown
to those two professing Christian sisters, who have so rniscondueted
themselves." But, in his anger, he would hear no reason, but heaped upon
mn great reproach, and forbade me ever to speak there again. I said,
"You may be assured of that. You said you would never stop me,
but you have effectually done so now;" and I never did speak there
.again.
Thus things went on till the bst Lord's Day in June, 1871, when
the anniversary sermons were announced to be preached by Mr.
CltOWTHJo:l{. [had been ill for some weeks with my leg breaking out
worse than usual, and had not been able to work, or go out much.
But that morning I felt that I should like to go to chapel, and hear
Mr. Cn.OWTIIElt j and my friend and brother, WILLUIII DRAKE, called
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for me, and led me to the chapel. On arriving there, we were informed
that Mr. OROWTHER was taken suddenly ill the day before, and could
not come, and what to do about the anniversary sermons they diel
not know; but they had a man, named HouiEs, to preach in the
morning, and they intended to send to Slaithwaite, about three miles
away, for their minister to come and preach the anniversary sermons
in the afternoon and evening. That chapel was of the same faith
and order, and Mr. CIWWTHER sometimes preached there; anLl on
that day the minister, Mr. THOill1SETT (a blind man) was to preach
his first pastoral sermons, having been recently chosen their pastor,
so that it was an awkward time for him to leave that day. Yet
the messenger brought back word that he would be allowed to
come if they could send another preacher in his place for the
afternoon, as a funeral was to take place, and they could not d(}
without a miuist.er; so, if theirs went, another must come in his.
place. So the man, Mr. HOL:i\1Es, was told to ltl1l10unce that Mr.
THoM::;ETT would come to prtlach the anniversary sermons, and that
he must go to Slaithwaite, in his placo, in the afternoon. That was how
they arranged it. But God had arranged it otherwise, in a way
which they knew not, nor had any intention of doing. The deacon,
JOHN DYSON, took a cab after dinner to the house of Mr. HOLMES,
to take him to Slaithwaite, and to bring Mr. THOMS],;'!'T back in it.
When he got to Mr. HOLMES' house, he found him ill in bed, and
could not go at all. Hero was a state of things which they had not
thought of, and what to do he knew not. But he came to my house
in the cab, and came in, and said, "AQUILA, you must go to SlaithI said, "Where is Mr. HOLMES 1
waite, and preach this afternoon."
He was to go." He said, "He is ill in bed, and cannot go, and y011
must." I was perfectly astonished, and could not speak for a time.
But my wife said, "No, JOHN DVSON, he will not go. He has
suffered enough from your behaviour towards him, and he is not going
to olJlige you, after the manner in which you have treated him." He
said, "Do not say so. You will see the hand of the Lord in this.
I can see it now." I left them and went into my bed-room, and I
said, "Dear Lord, what is it to be 1 Thou must decide this. Do
speak, Lord, for Thy poor servant heareth." The Word came plainly and
distinctly, "Behold, I have set before thee an open door, aud no
man can shut it." I said, "That will do, Lord j and I obey Thy
commllnd and go, and let Thy blessed presence go with me." I
went out, and said, "JOHN, drive me to Slaithwaite." My wife
looked at me for a moment, but said nothing. As we went along,
my companion tried to enter into conversation. He said he hopAd
the Lord would be with me, and enable me to speak with profit
to my own soul, and also to others. I said I hoped so, too; otherwise, I was silent in wonder and astonishment at the way in which
these things had been brought about, and wondering what was about
to happen; and I begged the Lord to make His blessed will known
and manifest.
.
. On our arrival at Slaithwaite, the minister was waiting, ready to
return in the cab, aDd I was introduced to him as the one who was
to supply in his place. We shook hands, and he said, "Let us pray
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thill, for hol'o wns the very evidence whidl tIle enemy told me I lw.d not
ot, and it was ill th:tt train with mr. The enemy fled at this, and a
8woet peaco nlld jey filleu my soul. 1 told tile woman of my conflict that
morning, alld sIlO sail1, "Don't ever believe him again, for he is a liar,
and will retnttin a liar to the end. If there had been no evidence he
would have let thee alone; but it was because there was evidence that he
tried to worry thee." What a sweet time we had that day togother!
he know the aged sister in the Lord, Mrs. HANNAH SHAW, to whos
house 1 wus theu going; and, when we arrived, she received a hea'rty
welcome. When we told her of what hau occurred, she rejoiced with liS,
and wo spont a llappy day together j and verily the Lord visited us
in the sanctuary, although it was only an upper room where a few
pOOl' sinnors had met for many years, worshipping God in sincerity and
tl'llth. Mr. GADSBY had often preached there, and his memory was
still lovod and respected by them, and the precious truths which he
pt'on.ched. The name of that woman I have forgotten, but she was a
nieco of an aged preacher of the Gospel, well known in Yorkshire and
Lancashire for many years, named J OS! lUA BALMFoRTH. Thus I ll<td
auother blessed manifestation that the Lord had called me to the
ministry.
During the weol: after I had been to Slaithwaite, I received a letter
from Mr. CROWTHER, in which he said, "I have received a letter from
the friends at Slaithwaite which has given me great pleasure. It was
remarkable indeed that I should have been attacked with a severe
and sudden illness 011 Saturday, which required only forty-eight hours'
quiet to restore me, and the Sunday stood between, which gave me
much anxiety; but I need not have troubled myself, for the Lord can
do His own work without me, as events have proved. I am quite
well now, and perfectly satisfied with the manner and means in and
by whieh my Jack of service has been performed." But at Lockwood
in general tho event was forgotten. Their turn had been served, and
they did not trouble themselves any more about the instrLlment who
had served them, but they treated him as they had done before.
In September, 1871, a change took place in my temporal affairs.
Work got short, ami consequently my wages were 1ess, and my home
expenses greater. The manager and I differed about the price of
work on some' new fancy looms, and I told him that I should leavo
when I had finished Iny piece, as ho would not give the price which
other firms were giving. A friend got me a place at Milnsbriclge, for
Messrs. AHlInTAGE BlwTlmns, another good old-established firm; and
the manager, Mr. JOJIN DONKEHSLI';Y, who was a God-fearing man,
Imew and respected me. Although he was a Methodist, he loved the
truth, and often for many years had been in the habit of going to
the chapel at Lockwood to hear a sermon, whoever might be the
preacher; so I went to work under him, and we became very friendly,
and often talked about spiri tual things.
(10 be ccutimlcd.)

IT is a vftin tempting of God to cast ourselves upon an immediate
provision, with neglect of common means.-Bisho]J Hall,
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THE LATE EARTHQUAKE.
SPEAKING

of

this recent dreadful

calamity,

the

Clwist;an Herald

says :Ischia is pre-eminently the summer sanitorium of Naples. The Neapolitans,
with characteristic light-heartedness, care little about the feverish reputation
of their lovely city; but the modern visitor dreads the insidious air, and
learns to admire the wisdom of the almost vanished lazzaroni, whose maxim
it is that where the sun does not enter the doctor does. At Ischia, however,
his mind is at peace. Here nature is at her best, and Casamicciola the
sweetest of resting-places. Let the summer be as hot as summers in the
Mediterranean often are, the breeze always blows cool among the Ischian
vineyards, and he must be siele indeed if the Wf1ters of Gurgitello would not
make him whole again. Under a genial sky the earth brings forth abundantly. The oak and the chestnut grow side by side with the orange,
pomegranate, fig, almond, lime, lentiscus, a,rblltud, myrtle, and mastich.
Labour is hardly needed, for the rich volcanic soil has only to be scratched
with a hoe, to blossom with a harvest of corn, and wine, and oil. A little
fishing, a little tending of the grapes, from which aro sr:Jueezed a sour
country wine, a glance now l1,nd then l1,t the lmcious fruits that wait to he
plucked, some donkey-driving up the steep mountain pl1,ths, aml herding of
goats and sheep in the vales, much dancing of the Tarantelh, and a great
deal of lazy, good-natured begging, provide the easy-going lschians with all
that tlwir simple Wl1,nts deml1,nd.
But Casamicciola, which is now a hllap of ruins, was always full of visitors,
even a few months after the earthquake of March, 1881, had sh,.kell it.
Here, during the summer months, crowds resorted for the sake of the cool
air, the matchless nurine views, and the hot sulphur baths, which, aided by
the breezes, have the credit of restoring the jaded Neapolitans into languid
life. From July to September there is scnrceJy a room to let, and the late
corners must house themselves as best the'y may in the hotel La Piccola
Sentinel/a, in the Pensione Suisse, the Bellevue, or in the more tolerable of
the peasant's cottages. Hence the present catastrophe is to the holidaymakers in the City of Pleasure as startling as if London had heard of
Brighton being swallowed up by the se,., or that Ramsgate had been overwhelmed by its cliffs.

The same journal appends the following "Prophetic
its description of the calamity:-

Refle~tions"

to

The appaUing events of the past week, and the accelerated frequency with
which startling terrestrial phenomena now occur, should force upon the
reverent attention of all men, however indifferent under ordinary circumstances, the premonitory intelligence of Christ, concerning "the signs of
His coming, and the end of the world [age]." In three distinct portions of
the New Testament, viz., Matthew xxiv., Mark xiii., and Luke xxi., emphasis
and solemnity are imparted to the repeated prediction of preliminary signs
of the end, among which stand forth conspicuously "wars and rumours of
wars," such as are now current in nearly every part of the habitable globe;
"pestilences," such as the cholera, which is now decimating the populations
of Cairo, in Egypt, and neighbouring towns and villages, and whose stealthy
and fatal advent is feared even in Europe; and "earthquakes in divers
places," such as has just covered usually quiet scenes of fair ltalian splendour
with a pall of sorrow. These, with the concurrent ovidences mentioned, "the
love of many shall wax cold," the preaching of the Gospel in all the world
as a witness, the prevalence of iniquity, show us that we are rapidly nearingif indeed we have not already entered upon-the state of things spoken of by
Christ as "the beginning of sorrows." If so, then all that remains of our
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hnhi6 hl\vo bcen realized, not fewet' than five thousand having perished ill
lit! ruill6, or died from injuries received. The scenes depicted by thol'
whl) wil.no8scel the event, or who luwe visited the spot, surpass in horror
MId l1i8tross anything known in modeI'll times.
The King of Italy, accom·
1IIIIIIou by his ministers, has inspected tho isl:1nd, and personally administered
rt.liof to the suff-rers, manifesting deepest interest and concern in all that
i8 /(oing un.
Another shock IUls been felt by the inhabitants, since the
Ill.aetrophe, and the present eruption of Vesuvius adds to the consternation
41ncl alarm occasioned by the recent ovet,throw_ Surely men must see in· it
~dl the proof of human weakness and dependence on divine power.
It is stllted by a survivor that the performance which was going on in the
theatre in Casamicciola at the time of the shock commenced with a 1nimic "epresentation of an eadhqwdce. A cmious incident was also told the king as he
p;lssed the Piccola Seutinella at Casamicciohl. Just before the shock, a
Welsh gentleman in the house began to play Chopin's" Fune,'al March,"
which one of the guests, Count CAPmLLA, founel so affecting that he left the
lrmse, unable to listen longer. He thus s:1ved his life.

The Chf'istian Hemlrl adds :-EARTHQU AKE, AND FA l~L OF EVERY
CITY.
The lessons of the earthquake at lscl,in are obviou~, Though on a small
scale compared with the buried cities of Herculalleum anel Pompeii, 01' with
the ruin cau,ed by the earthquake at Lisbon in ] 701), it is a sufficient
reminder to us of wlu1t is predicted in Holy Writ at the winding-up of the
dmma of the present dispensation of tho world, wholl thore shall be "ea"thfJua7ws in divers places" (M'1tt. xxiv, 7).
The Ischi:1n episode furnishes a
faint resemblance of what will one day bc cnacted OIL a scale as awful as it
'vill be sudden. L:1tter-d:1Y scoffers will ask with an air of cynical llnbelief,
"~Where is the promise of His coming I for since the fathers fell aslee]? :1U
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation "-a statemcnt which is manifestly contradicted by such resnlts as those which the
rocent earthquake reveals to us. But the Apostle, with the strongest
pussiblo cmphasis, declares that" the day of the L'rd will come," :1ncl what
lS Cl] I.lfdly certitin, just as we have soen in the mysterious and terrible con\'ulsiuII at Ischia, when men least of all suspect it. That day" will come as
a thief in Lhe night "-" the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elemcnts sluIll melt with a fervent he:1t; the elU'th :1lso, and the works
that are therei.n, sh:1ll be burned."
I:;eveml llllnlll'Ud cummentators :1gree that we :1re living l1t the end of the
sixth vial, j.n tho sixteenth chapter uf Revelation, and are, consequently,
living on thc threshold of the seventh and last vial, 011 the outpouring of
which. there is to be .e a great earthqu~lke such lIS never was since men were
upon the el\rth, so mighty an e'il'th'lllake and so great, :1ncl the cities of
tile nalions slmU hll." Therefore, undoubtedly, 1'1'ithin 11 few ye~rs from
THE

COMING

GH,EAT

00:2

564

Tlte Gospel Maga::;£ne.

now, every city upon the earth will he shaken down by this coming'
unparalleled earthquake (Rev. xvi. 17, 18).
This coming great earthquake is also foretold in Ezekiel xxxviii. 20, whcre
it is predicted to cause "every wall to fall to the ground."
Our respected contemporary, the Roc7" in its comments upon thc catastrophe, says;The final dissolution of the present framewerk of our globe-not ils
annihilation-will be the precursor to a state of thin~s which will be evo1ve<1.
out of the present world by a process not altogcther dissimilar from t h:tt
which has just taken place in the South of Europe. Whcn men shall be
wholly absorbed in their schcmes of avarice Ol' ambition; when worldliness
in all its fascination shall be at its height; when the long process of reposc
and the regularity of n:tture's laws will suggcst thc ide:t of the continu ity
and stability of "the earth and the works that arc therein"; when tlm
sneer of the sceptic and the ribaldry of the profanc will urge men to
inquire, "Where is the promise of His coming? "-thcn, ill the very midst
of the gay scenes of the world's revelry, when all around we:trs the face of
festivity and careless glee, in a moment, without warnint!, sudden destruetioll
will come upon the unthinking inhabitants of this planet. The tremendoUf,
forces of nature, now held in reserve, will then be let loosc, and the worlll
of that period will be l1l:ldc to feel that the apostolic wal'ning was not :t
cunningly. devised fable, but :t terrible reality, far outwcighing in its results
anything which the inventive faculty of man could possibly h:we devised.
The awe-struck inhabitants of Ischia, and the deep wail of despair which
their sad and sudden destruction has natlll':tlly awakened in the m inch "f
those who have lost property and home and friends, is but :t very hint
and feeble rehearsal of what one day will bc experienced on a will Cl' tielot
of observation, when" the great globe itsclf, and all that inhabit il, sll"ll.
dissolve." May God in mercy prepare our hcarts to meet the day of theLord, if it should come in our time, with a c:1lm and quiet conlidence ill.
Him who is our strength :lnd our shield!

1

'(

A correspondent of the Times writes, under rlate August 1st;Fifteen seconds of timc sufficcd to destroy five or six smiling villages, and
bury more than three thousand of a joyous population beneath their ruins.
A slight shock, it is said, had been felt before S!tturday, the 28th of July;
but people living on VOIC:1llOeS get accust0l11Cd to these incidents.
Theinhabitants of Tone del Greco, which has bcen destroyed several times, have
rebuilt their city, and are living as free from care as ever, while streams of
lava are issuing from the mountain on which they dwell. It has become a
question whether Casamicciola will be evcr rebuilt. Its minentl waters were
,t great source of wealth and of relief to afUicted humanity, but two such
dreadful disasters as those which have occurred within the last two years
make people pause. Yet m:1sons and carpenters have been sent over to the
island with all the materials for building-perhaps only to supply the immediate w:tl1ts of the wretched survivors. l3arracks are, too, being erected on
a large scale, for many thousands are housolcss, and cannot take to flight as·
have done many others. A large military and police force has also been
sent over to maintain order and guard the property of those, dead or living,
who are known to lie buried underne::tth the ruins. The first duty is, however,
now to disinter thc bodies of those :who have becn killed, as the stench,
which began to tlll the air even on Monday, was most oppressive-aHd what
is it likely to becomc under the rays of an August sun 'I "It was insupportable," says a friend. In addition, therefore, to the work of excavation"
that of disinfection is bcing carried on with energy, and large quantities of
disinfectants and of limc arc being imported.
It is always to be rCllleJl1bered that thcre is another enemy yet more
hwDible than earthqualie almost at our gates.
Two frie!!ds of mine, an
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Englishman and an Anglo-Italian medi.cal man, retlll'ned late on Monday,
h,wing spent the day most usefully in Ischia.
"As one approaches the
island," they sai.d, " one does not recogni:<e the signs of destruction. Some
·houses facing the sea are still standing, but, as you begin the ascent, the
wide-spread ruin is awful. Scarcely a house remains standing. The road
gapes open, with wide fissures in it, as if some subterranean force had burst
4.1pwards. Tho stench was terrible," they said, "so that we were compelled
to closo our noses. A little way after stltrting, we met some persons carrying
,two or three dead bodies which had just been disinterred, and then we ~aw
in another place many bodies laid out, and among them was recognized
those of tho two daughters of poor FIOJtENTINI, who keeps the Hotel de Ville.
A more afFecting incident occurred on our ascent. A young man addressed
us, saying that his brother lay below some ruins, and we could hear the
unfol,tunate man crying for help.
We sd to directly, with a Carbineer
.<tl:d one or two soldiers, to remove the enormous masses which lay above;
but, to our agony, they all fell in, and our hopes were utterly destroyed.
The brother, who stood by cur side, WilS so overcome that he fainted. One
()f us had the satisfaction of rescuing and saving a poor woman and a child,
.and the other arrested a man in the act of taking a ring from the body of
.a larly, and consigned him to the police."
Our countrymen worked hard and with a heart, and reflected honour on
Old England. It is difficult to ascertain who of our countrymen were lost,
but it is satisfactory to state that the family of Mr. BARFF, tho clergyman,
were all saved, except the son CHARr.E~. A Mr. GltEEN, too, was saved,
while his wife was killed. A Miss H,·:nrmT (the name indistinctly known)
was found lying on her bed in the Piccola Sentinella, and is supposed to
l1ave been reading when she met her fate.

Fifteen seconds! How solemn-yen., how intensely awful...:....the fact
that one-fourth of a minute was suffLcient to effect such fearful destruction, and that, too, when so many, upon so calm and lovely an
.evening, were revelling in their val'iod kinds of entertainment; yea,
when it is said that, at the very moment, there wn.s a seeking to
I'epresent a catastrol-'he which, in very deed, was so speedily to launch
.even thousands into vast eternity!
How much does this so awful and so humbling a fact remind us of
the words of Rim who spake as never man spake, "As the days of
N oe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in
the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into
.the ark, and knew IlOt until the tloou came, and took them all away;
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be" (Matt. xxiv. 37-39);
likewise, "When they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as tmvail upon a woman with child;
nnll they shall not esca,pe" (1 Thess. v. 3).
With these startling realities before us, and the varied fatalities of
:11most llaily occurrence brought before the public eye, yet how transient the impression! How passing and superficial! "Whilst sceptics
and scuffers (as was so clearly foreslLOwll as one of the marks of the
last (hys) are exclaimiug, "\\There is the promise of His coming?"
the Most Higll is giving the most marked and unquestionablo evidence
and proof of JJ is divino rule and autholity, and that ill numberless
ways. Still, JIOIV little heed is given! Supineness and inditFerence are
the order of the d:w.
With a tltreatenL:~l visitation of cholera, earthquake upon earthquake,
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wars and rumours of wars, "upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity," there has been no call to the humbling ourselves before
God as a professed Christian eommuuity. On the contrary, such is
the recklessness and indifference that prevail, whilst the sister-isle
is in a most critical and dissatisfied and rebellious condition, a
correspondent writes, saying how strongly he felt when he recml Lly
listened to the Prime Minister addressing the Lord Mayor's guests
in such terms of self-gratulation, that they "might have supposed for
the moment that, of all the spots in the British Isles to-day, tIw
pleasantest, most peaceful, and prosperous, was the bright island
which lies beyond St. George's ChanneL"
Verily, as there is "a God that judgeth ill the earth," He will ere
long arise and ratify His word, "Shall I not visit for thcse things;
and shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this 1"
Although we rejoice in the fact that, come what may, the children
of God are safe, for He hath declared, "My people shall nevcr be
ashamed," yet for the nation itself-for those found out of Christ
-we tremble in the prospect of those dark and dire calamities
which are most assuredly hovering over and round and about us.
Immediately after writing the foregoing, we happened to light UpOIll
the annexed letter of our long and sorely-afflicted brother, the Rev. J.
C. MAUTIN. vVe would specially direct the reader's attention to the
remarks he quotes of that God-honoured servant, Mr. KUAUSE. Howare his words verified !-ED.
THE TRUTH OF GOD.
My DEAR FRIlCNJ),-I was much pleased with an article in your Magazine
of this month upon" Union with Christ. "
How is that blessed doctrine
mangled and misrepresented by professors of the day! I don't think
believers themselves realize what the blcssedness of that union is, nor d~
I think we hear that most delightful theme dwelt upon from the pulpits
of the present day, even by good men, so much as some others.
The writer deals faithfully with the sacramental and semi.evangelical
schools of the day, and I believe these schools are doing more deadly work,
in their cry of "Peace, peace!" when God has not spoken peace, than the
professedly Hi~h Church and Puseyitical.
I do thirik, if ever there was u.
time when God's servants ought to give no uncertain sound, and to declare
the truth, and the whole truth, in faithfulness, and yet in sincere affection,
it is now. That was a speech containing no ordinary amount of truth
uttered by dear Mr. KRlI"l'SE:"We say to the Church of God, be not c1ect,ived by the increase of
theological discussion and by the increase of the disseminating of religious
knowledge of the present day. Keep this in mind-ono of the marks of
the last days is, there shall be a form of godliness, and at the same time
a denying the power thereof. Do not expect the aspect of things is to be
better. Do not expect either that the aspect of things is to be irreligious.
We believe that there shall be' a great religious movement under a false,
head, therefore we say, be not deceived because there is a noise and a din
in the theological world. When I go into the secret of my own chamber,
brethren, before the Lord, I do verily believe that, with all the knowledge that is abroad, therc is not a proportiunal knowledge of Christ."
You will be thankful to he~Lr that, during these first few months of my
labours in the Lord's vineyard, He has glven me some souls for my hire.
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I feel it a great mercy, for never was there" lleig]il,Jomho"d where spiritual
death more reigned than here, and I felt llIuclt d"1)l'lJ~sed when first I commenccd my preo.ching alllUng the peopk
It has oxciteLl opposition from
many, and has been distasteful to some from wh,'m I could lmve hoped
better things; and yet I have but declared the Word ill love and affection,
with, I hope, faithfulness and truth.
But none of these things move me. I was enabled to expect tho ofl'ences
of the cross when I started in my work; and, if souls ,U'd gathered in for
the Great M'lster, all is well.
May God largely bless you and your work, my dear friend; and, with
kind Christian love,
I am, most sincerdy yours,

R-- H--, Mat'ch 4th, 1858.

J. C. M.

LUTHER.
THE following comprehensive and admirable sketch of the life of the
immortal LUTHKR (as published in the Record) is from the pen of the

venerable and beloved Dean of Gloucester : The Erfurt Procession, which on Wednesday recalled the ever-memorable
journey of MARTIN LUTHER to the DieL of Worms, reminds us that, on the
10th day of November next, four hundred ye>ll'S will have elapsed since
the great Reformer bre~Lth"d the first brcath of life. Surely such anniversary demands especial notice. Divine authority proclaims that the righteous
shall be in everlasting remembrance. Hence to commemorate the hero of
the Reforma,tion becomes a hallowed task.
This Scriptural injunction
receives much weight in days when enmity to Reformcd truth darkens the
horizon.
It would be f1 tedious and unedifying preface to trace the origin and
gradual advance of Papal superstition. Let it suffice to state that throughout the fiftee:lIth century it raised a gigantic head. It ruled in full-blown
tyranny.
The Po11lifl"s nod caused I hrones to totter, and sceptres to
tremble ill su bmissive hands. The temporal power of ecclesiastics enslaved
the faires t portion of I he erlrth. Oppusition to it exposed to cruelties and
miseries in every hateful furm.
But the baneful efrects of this system fell mainly on spiritual concerns.
It blighted and obscmed the pure truths of the gluriolls Gospel of the
blessed God. The Man of Sin r,ssumed divine prerogu.lives, He pronounced
decrees in direct hostility to the heavenly doctrines of free grace. Access
to God through the atoning blood of His only-begotten Son was utterly
denied. A rmlIl-constructeu institution arrogantly took the n<l.me of " Church,"
and presented Itself as 1 he only path to heaven. Many rmdiators dethroned
the blessed Jesus. Spiritual 1V0rship degenerated into sensual forms. The
attractions of pompous ceremOllies-uf elaborate ritcs-the embellishments
which ad supplied-captivated the deluded heart, The bncy was bewitched,
and souls reposed on l'illolVS of delusion. Religion was at best an outward
furm-t, sterile soil in which no in ward life or pc::>.ce could grow. It is the
glory of the Gospel to announce to sinners p"l'llon and eternal life. By
the Spirit's power, it guides to that faith in the heart which constitutes
saving union with Christ, and renovates the inner man. Popery trampled
these principles beneath insulting feet, and upraised the Church to fancied
pre-emillence.
It invented the terrors uf purgatorial fire, and offered
rescue th rough priestly interference, to be purchased by pecuniary offerings.
Moreover, iL oponed the way to all licentiousness of life, by granting indulgence to live t,S lust or indination might excite. The inspired 'Word as
the inhllible L\uide was sealed. It dethroned intellect from its high seat,
and utterly extinguished spiritual truth.
This is but a faint pict.urtl of
the miserable degradation which Pop ry enchained around its blinded
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vohries. Dark indeed· were the days. Gospel light flickered ill the socket.
Pulpits no longer poinkd to the Saviour's merits. Antichrist scemed to
claim earth as his own. His reign was unrivalled and supreme. But such
iniquity could not for ever prevail. He who was seated in heaven l,wghed
-the Lord held all adversaries in derision. His counsels were settled from
everlasting. The Word of Jesus must prevail. All that the Father had
given to Him would surely come, and no comer would be cast out. In
the fulness of time He should see of the travail of His soul and be
sat.isfied. Thus, in these fearful times, some rays of truth burst forth.
From time to time witnesses for Christ arose. "VlCIU,IFFB, at Oxford, was
divinely taught. It was given to him to see, and fearlessly to expose, the
fatal errors which prevailed. He denounced the so-called sacrifice of the
Mass, and proved that the repetition of the ofrering once made by Christ
was a blasphemous fable and a dangertJUs deceit.
In addition, he laboriously translated the Scriptures, and unlocked the treasures of Revelation.
Hu!;!;, too, in Bohemia, had clearly sounded the Gospel-note, and, by
heroic death at the martyr's stake, prepared the way for the approaching
Reformation.
We thus reach the appearance of MAR'I'm LUTHER. He was born in a
village of Saxony, on the 10th of Novemb,'r, in the year H83. We are
cctlled, when a few months are passed, to celebrate the fourth centenary of
his birth. Surely it is a spirit-stirrin~ occasion to bring exuberant thanksgi"ing to the God of all grace and power. This great Reformer was born
in the hut of a lowly miner. As the first preachers of the Gospel were not
among the potentates of earth, but among the lowliest of her sons, so, too,
we find that God's chosen instruments to revive His truth belong not often
to the high-born or the great. As a schoolboy, he was sent out to beg from
door to door.
The seeds of great intellect soon became apparent, and his
thirst for knowledge was intense.
He was admitted to the University of
Erfurth. Searching in its library, he was guided to a Latin version of the
Word of God. E~gerly he devoured its p'tges, and marvelled at its wondrous
truths. Deep cravings were implanted for a life of elevated holiness. To
live entirely to God became his all-absorbing desire. He resolved to relinquish all prospects of intellectual fame and worldly honour. In furtherance
of this design, he withdrew into the ratirement of an Augustini.m monastery.
Its gates closed on him in his twenty-second year. If cloister-seclusion and
rigid observance of monastic rule could bring true knowledge of God and
peace of cOIlscience, LUTHER would have won the prize. But he soon learned
the futility of outward mortifications. He drank in vain of the cup of
penances. He found it to be worthless, and dashed it from his lips. Misery
was at its climax in the young monk's cell. He hated life. He dreaded
de'tlh. No self·made penances brought ease. At this juncture, in the good
providence of God, the enlightened S'1'AUPI1'Z visited the monastory.
H~
came, as Phili]) to the Ethiopian eunuch, to guide to a true knowledge of
the "Vord. He marked the woe-worn LU'1'HER, and soon g,tined his confidence. He applied the only remedy for his disease. He opened the saving
truths of the pure Gospel. LU'1'HElt listened, and with joy embraced the
tidings. He found in them a full repose for his agitated mind. The burden
fell. From darkness he became light in the Lord. Out of weakness he
waxed valiant for the truth. From a trembler he stood an intrepid hero.
He boldly professed the Gospel which now illumined his heart.
He was
soon called t::> become a teacher in the newly-established University of
"\Vittenberg. He emerged from the cloister's gloom as vegetation from its
wintry grave. Here he uplifted Christ with all the power of a vigorous
mind, and the assurance of a deeply-taught believer. At this period he was
especially directed to the WOltpon so bravely used by Paul-the text of
Habakkuk: "The just shall live by faith." He tightly grasped the glorious
truth of life only through the faith of J~sus Christ. This truth became the
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soul of his theology, the strength of his inner man, the sword by which he
vanquished every foe, the staff of his support in every trial and temptation,
the lever by which he subverted the fallacies and delusions of the Papal
fabric. This principle checked him in the superstitious ascent of the socalled "sacred stairs." It gave him intrepid boldness in the face of perils.
It was llis joy in life, the anchor of all his hopes-his triumphs over
Qpposing fears, and the substance of his preaching. May this mighty truth
ever be the glory of our' Protestant pulpits! As it brightly shines, or only
feebly glimmers, Churches flourish or decay. The young Reformer had now
advanced to the grand knowledge that the Bible was the one infallible and
n,ll-sufficient fountain of heavenly teaching-that it contained all the truths
needful for salvation. By this he shivered the fables of tradition and the
dreamy inventions of the Papal creed. By lip and pen he ceased not to
procln,im the Bible as the only revelation of God's will. The heart thus
hught. could not be mute.
But his field of success was narrow until TETzEL appeared, commissioned
to enrich the Papal coffers by wholesale traffic in indulgences.
Our
dauntless champion was inflamed with indignation. He publicly posted
on the doors of All Saints' Church, in Wittenberg, the celebrated Theses
which have been well termed the germs of the Reformation.
With the
l"apidity of lightning, the precious truth of the gratuitous remission of
sins through the blood of the atoning Son of GoG., without money and
without price, flew as the grand lesson of the Bible on the wings of these
Theses throughout Europe.
Eagerly they were welcomed by multitudes
weary of the fallacies and disgusted with the cupidities of Rome. This
grand announcement of the truths of salvation was followed by resolutions
addressed to the Pope himself. In these there was no backward step, but
a fearless repetition of Scriptural doctrines.
In consequence, he was summoned to Rome, to answer to the charge of
heresy. '1.'0 enter that city was farewell to life. There the assassin's dagger,
the poisoned cup, the dungeon's bars, were ready for their victim.
But
God, watchful over His devoted servant, turned the Pontiff's mind to
another plot. He fixed Augsberg as the place of trial. Thither LUTHElt,
against all remonstrances of timid friends, resolutely proceeded. He was
bold in the confidence that God, wllOse he was, would not now desert him.
He had not read ill vain the word to Moses, "Certainly I will be with
thee." He knew the oft-repeated word, "Fear thou not, for I am with
,thee." He remembered, too, the deliverance of Paul at his first answer
before Nero. 'rhus he stood before the Legate of the Pope, invulnerable
in the panoply of truth, and wielding the weapon omnipotent to pull down
the strongholds of l~ome. His feet were firmly set on the rock of God's
'Word. This he maintained to be high above all Popes and decrees of
Councils. Blessed are they whose teaching flows in this unerring channel.
'ridings of his unflinching zeal and of the grand announcements of the
Oospel spread marvellously.
God seemed to say again, "Let there be
light," and there was light. Rome must now make a more determined
effort to qnench the spreading flame. After an interval, in which he con,tinued undauntedly to preach, LUTHlm was summoned to the celebrated
Diet of Worms. Strong dissuasives again urged him to non-compliance.
His refusal is well-known. "If there be as many devils in Worms as tiles
')fl t.he housetops, still I would enter it."
Accordingly he persevered. No
<Jarthly assemblage ever oqualled in IJl'illi~tncy and grandeur that which was
now convened. The youthful Emperor CHA.RLfj;S V. was here enthroned,
SUlTClllllded by a multitudinous array uf the mightiest princes and potentates
<If Europo.
The Church supplied hel' noblest and most learned chiefs.
Nothing was absent which pomp and grandeur could lend to dazzle, intimidate, and overawe. In presence of this mighty Court, the poor monk
of vVittenberg stood alone. But, knowing that the Lord was with him, he
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stood undaunted and undismayed. What heroism can God's grace impart!
He looked to heaven. He luoked not in va.in. His ready answer wa.s an
appeal to God's sovereign Word.
For that Word he willingly could die,
but he never would deny it. No retractation could be extorted. As the
Imperial safe-conduct secured his return, no immediate sentence was executed.
He was dismissed.
No longer under legal protection, he left 'Worms
apparently exposed to a heretic's sure fate.
But the friendly hand of a
princely patron screened him from instant death, and concealed him for some
months in the Castle of the vVartberg.
Here let this article conclude. Diffuse biographies draw an ample picture
of his succeeding days. Through more than twenty ye"rs he continued to
grow in grace-to strengthen in his love for heavenly truth-to draw fresh
supplies from the well of life-to proclaim Jesus as the olle Deliverer from
the wrath to come-to exalt the Holy Spirit as the Author and Interpreter
of the Word-and thus he meetened for the inheritance of the saints in
light. At length, worn out with toil, and oppressed with a sense of deep
responsibilities, he breathed his last dming a visit to Eisleben, his native
place, on the 17th of February, 1546.
We are permitted in this year to celebrate the four hundrcdth anniversary
of his birth. It is meet that this occurrence should kindle hallowed reminiscences in each Protestant heart. At this season devout thanksgiving!>
should ascend to the God of all grace and love for giving to the world this
noble champion-for revealing to him the Gospel of His Son-for causing
the scales of ignorance and superstition to fall from his eyes-for enduing
him with such indomitable zeal and courage-for upholding him through all
the perils and trials of his arduous course-for enabling him to cOlltinue
in the faith, .grounded and settled, and never moved away from the hope
of the Gospel-and, above all, for causing the Gospel to revive and triumph
through his teaching. At this anniversary, shall not our prayers be fervent
that the light thus kindlGd by his word may never agam be dimmed .by
Rome's soul. destroying errors 'I May the zeal of this Christian hero animate
our hearts more fearlessly to maintain the truth of justification by faith
alone, and the supremacy of God's sacred vVord.
Eyes cannot be closed to the unhappy prevalency of the present day to
disparage the memory of the heroes of the Reformation-to assail their
names with cal'lmny, and to prepare a backward road to the blindness
which leads to the blackness of darkness for ever. But may the Lord arise,
and may His enemies be scattered, and may this anniversary witness a
grand revival of Protestant zeal!
MNAsoN.
THE LUTHER FESTIVAL.
The LU'l'HER festival at Erfurt, where the great Reformer lived eight year!>
as a student and monk, began on the 8th ult. with religious services in the
churches. The entire town was gaily decorated with flags, garlands, and
triumphal arches. A large statue of LU'l'HER holding an open Bible was placed
before St. Augustine's Church, and the interior of the J:1tter was filled with
flowel's and plants. The cell in the old monastery where LU'l'HER lived, and
which is now an orphan asylum, was also decorated and filled with relics.
Many windows in the town displayed portraits and busts of the Reformer.
The streets were crowded with visitors, more tha,n twenty thousand persons
having arrived by special trains. Of the students, about one thousand were
present, the German Universities having sent deputations, in some cases,
olle hundred strong. Even the Catholic Universities of Munich and Fre:burg were represented. The Hereditary Prince of Saxe-Weimar arrived
early in the morning.
At three ,,'clock the historical procession entered
by the Schmidtstadt gato. The procession was arranged to represent
LUcl'HER'S arrival at Erfurt on A pril 6th, 1521, while on his journey to
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attend the Imperial Diet at Worms, and his roception by the municipal
and academic authorities of his University tuwn. N early all the chamcters.
were represented by Protestant students from <\11 the Gorm:11l Universities.
'rhe procession was opened by a band in the costume of the time, followed
by an Imperi,tl herald on horseback, 'whn led the way for an anciont coach,
in which were seated the Reformer, with his companion, SCHAltF; his legal
adviser, Deacon AMsDoRF, of vVittenberg; :1nd the Danish student, Peter
SUAVEN, 1111 in correct historieal costumes. This coach was surrounded by a
number of students on foot.
Then followed the rector and masters uf the
University on horseback, with the academic banner, accompanied by a procession of some five hundred students, all in costume, with doublets, belts and
buokles, bonnets with feathers, and carrying swords and the banners of the four
Another band then preceded the second division, conaClldomic fllculties.
sisting of the Mayor and Councillors of Erfurt, with the city banner, accompanied by knights and esquires in armour and coats of mail, and prominent.
burghers, on foot and horseback, followed by a second herald with a·
llrocassion of one hundred girls and housewives of the good old town of
Erfurt, all dressed in old German "Gratchen" costume. Groups of landslmechts, veterans, guilds, and corporations then closed this brillia~t
procession, which proceeded through the principal streets to the Town Ran
and the old LUTHER convent of St. Augustine. On arriving in the square
bafore the church, the procession was received by the singing societies,.
and addresses were deliverdd. In the evening the festival was carried on il1
the pllblic gardens of the town.
THE LUTRER COMMEMORATION.
Preliminary arrangements are already being made for celebrating in the
metropolis the fOllrth centenary of the birth of MARTIN LUTHER. '['he CouncH
of the Evangelical Alli,trIce have approached various Protestant Evangelical
societies in London with a view to united action.
A committee was
appointed, and the societies referred to were invited to send representatives.
to a meeting at 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. At this meeting there was a
large attendance, and, after full discussion, it was unanimously resolved to
form <I general committee, consisting of the gentlemen present, together
with the representatives of other societies that might be willing to co-operate
in the movement. It was deemed wi~e, however, not to enter yet upon
details relating to the celebration in November, but simply to issue a
general circular in the name of the committee now formed, and to defer
more detailed action till the present month, when it is thought a larger
representation may be obtained. With regard to the manner in which the
centenary should be commemorated, the general idea seemed to be-(l}
that in Evangelical churches, on Sunday, the 11th of November, sermons
should be preached emphasizing the gre,\t principles involved in the Reformation; (2) that large pnblic meetings be held on Monday, the 12th; and
(:3) th;1t arrangements shollld be made, if possible, for holding meetings for
prayer as well as praise, for the blessings secured to this country by the
Ref,.rlllation.
]-IVl'OCIU::JY.-A true Ohristian allll a hypocrite may both of them
COlne to a stand in their course, through temptation j but there is this
difI'ol'ol1C:c the true Christian is liko a watc:h that was going right, but
some uust clogs its wheels. Directly it is removed the watch will go·
right n.g~liJl.
The hypocrite is like a watch which is so badly made
that it stanlls, or goes wrong from its very nature; and the only cure
is to give it a llew insiue.-Sctltel·.
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THE "GREAT UNPAID."
To the Edd01' of the G'oopel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-The Great Unpaid is an honoUt'au!e title givcn to some
men in our favoured bnd who stand between crimc ;l,nd law, to deal (Jut
justice without fee or reward, and maintain peace ill our borders. The
fatigue, self-sacrifice, i1nd anxiety th;l,t such a position iuvolves, few
who glance over the daily papers kLve knowledge of, or sympathy
with, beyond their immediate surrounJiugs, whidl must all give w,ty
to public duties.
Now, there is a Great Unpa'id of ;l,llother sort who belong to the
kingdom of grace, mon "whose hearts God has tuuched," to serve
Bis cause and people without fee or reward, or "the honour that
cometh" from men of the world. There are many such known to
you who bear much of the burden and heat of the Jay, while
"treading out the com" or helping to export it to distant lands for the
"benetit of the poor and needy, "and him that hath no helpor." Surely
,such heavenly work-folk who labour iu behalf of Zion have a claim
upon the people of God, who have the means to furtlwl' His C;l,use, by
helping those who labour gratuitously in word and doctrino.
There are many in our day who compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and there are others possessed of rank and money who give
largely to support the emissaries of error at home and abroad. In
their zeal, at least, their example may well be followed by the living
family of God. True, they are not found for the most part among the
"wise, the mighty, and the noble of this world;" bu t, by a, little thoughtful thrift and small s,Lcrifices, some of the oxen that tread out the corn
might often have the muzzle removed, their faith encouraged, and
their labour of love increased, by the kindly tokens of the favour of God
through the sympathy of the saints.
I believe there are many such labourers at home and abroad, who
claim an interest in our prayers and our help. Amongst them, CI[ARLES
BRiDER may well be remembered as a faithful servant of the Church,
and a willing worker in the caUEe of God and truth.
In hope that the Lord may long spare yOll to ns, and minister to
you in all things connected with your important work and labour of
love, I remain, in affectionate bonds of the old Gospel of Christ,
Yours truly,
A. B. H.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO TT-lE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel JJ![aga.zine.
DEAR Fr..IEND,-The subjoined letter, just receiverl from a cavalry
soldier, will show that the Lurd is still blessing the circulation of
His Word:DEAR Srn,-Thank you fo:: July and August papers. They are
always welcome friends to those among us who, by the grace of God,
love truth. My regiment is shortly eXlJccted to go to Dublin. Could
you let me Imow any place there where suund preaching is to bo
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heard ~ I hope there are a few who boldly declare the whole counsel
of God. I do not mint! whether they arc Ohmchmen or Dissenters, as I
am always glad to heal' the truth from any tl'Lle servant of the Lord.
Here in this station, the only place where anything like tl'Llth can be
heard-and even hel'0, I am sorry to say, although I believe them
to be true Ohri~tians, in some points the Word of God, te my mind,
is not faithfully explained-it may ue perhaps through ignorance. If
I am not tronhling you too much, I will just mentioll a cmious
explanation or Hebrews x. 38, 30. The one who draws back from the
faith to pel'tlition was explained, from the new translation, as shrill king
from the faitiJ. Such a case was represented as being a true Ohristian
shrinldng uack, "My soul shall have no pleasure in him" being a
point in favour of the re;-Jity of the case.
Now, I cannot help thinking that, according to the \Vord here about,
the" drawing back unto perdition," a false professor is represented,
IJowuse the real believer in the context is said to be of them who do·
llot draw u::tclr, but believe to the saving of the soul. Is not this the
Lrue meaning of this passa.ge of Scripture ~ People seem to forget that
false professors are to be found in the visible Ohurch, who resemble greatly
the true believer in many points, such as being tolerably sound in headknowledge of the doctrines of the Gospel, yet destitute of the power
of true godliness. I know and feel that all believers are liable to gross
I'~dls, if not preventecl by grace; yet I sincerely believe that they come
hack again. They cannot be happy ill the world. I believe all those
passages speaking so solemnly of those who do fall back entirely, they
]Iever were true chilllren of God-the Lord Jesus never knew them.
Thank God, He knows His own. They arc kept by the power of GoclpreserveLl in Ohrist Jesus. Surely these must escape final apostacy.
Deal' si]', panlon my taking up too much of your valuable time.
May Goel bless you and all who send the good news to soldiers.
1 very much enjoy the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-in fact, all your readiIIgs are excellent. I must tell you I am rather selfish with them.
1 like to devour most of the reading before giving them away.
Yours, &e.,
---.
VV- e had the pleasure of writing a letter and presenting a copy
of HELY SMITH'S "Foundation Stones" to this dear servant of the.
Lord.
Since then we have sent him a copy of "Retmcings and
Jtenewillgs." It is such men as the foregoing that this Mission
socks to build up in cli vino things. The army and the navy contain
JIIallY of God's dear chilLlren, thirsting to be fed with the bread of
I ire. 'IVe have numerous letters from men in various parts of the
wOl'lll asbng for such reading as we send out to soldiers and
sailol's.
At tllO ond of September, wc shall be making up our tenth allnual
report, when it will be once more seen wllat great things Goel hath
wrought.
If the friends who 11ave not sent in their subscriptions for the
year, or cullet:tillg cards, would killllly do so by the 24-th of September, we shoulll \.>0 lllnch obliged. My address is, Old Gaol OlHlpel,
Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
August 14th, 1~S3.
OIIAHLES BRIDER.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the. Editor of the Gospel lIt[ctgazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Finding that "RF.1.'llACINGS AND RENEWINGS" have
been so warmly and thankfully received by the lighthouse and lightvessel keepers around our coast, I shall be pleased to receive special
,donations for the purpose of extending this valuable book to the coastguard stations and watch-vessels around our sea-girt land. About
three hundred copies will be wanted, to give every station one; and
this outlay, at two shillings and sixpence per copy, through the kind'ness of Mr. MACK, the publisher, togr,ther with sixpence carriage for
'each volume, would amount to forty-five pounrh
Surely this sum
might be raised bef01'e the 1cintel' stOTltlS begin. Lct every reader who
has enjoyed some watering-place this season give a thank-offering, and
,the mOlley will be forthcoming before September is out.
Yours sincerrly,
SaNsbul'?}, August 18th, 1883.
()f[AltLTcS BRIDER.
We shall greatly rejoice in the event of the above propo~al being
-carried out. Words would fail to express the gratitrrclc wo have felt
in the testimonies which have already come to hand from the different
lighthouse-keepers in regard to the book, "RETRACINGS AND HENEWTNGS."
By these testimonies we have been amply repaid for our
labours in bringing out the work.
'With respect to the coastguard mell, we may state that, during
-our llearly eleven years' sojourn on the sea-coast of Ireland, and ever
since, we have felt a special interest in these m<'n. They are a most
intelligent class, and, as a rule, very fond of reading. It helps to
wile away the many lonely hours they have to spend upon "watch."
Conversations which we had with them, from time to time, are fre~h
in our remembrance to this day.
At tho close of the service at St.
r,uke's Church, Southsea, on Sunday evening, the 22nd July, a person
·came up to u~, and said, "You baptized me, sir. I am the daughter
,of So-and-so." She spoke of what took place nearly thirty years ago;
and the very mention of her father's name (he wa~ onc of the staff
Df constguarcl men) directly brought to 0HI' recollectioll the deep
interest he expressed in a sermon we had preached upon the promise,
"Tho harrel of meal shall not 'waste, nor the crusc of oil fail, until
the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." Seldom have
we reclll or thought of that passage ~ince, without that testimony of
the coastgnard man coming to remembrance; and glad indeed were
we to meet his d:U1ghter upon the occasion just. named, of our
preaching for our deal' friend and brother, the :Rev. BAZIL ALDWELL,
at Southsca.
From her we learnt that her dear father passed away
about four years ngo.
,Ve thought, too, of another conversation which we had, upon one
particular occasion, with one of his shipmates. He was a dear child
of God; but, at the tirno of which we speak, he wa~ expre~siDg his
fear~ as to the future of' his family.
"How were they [six children,
with his wife and himself] to be maintained upon hi~ very limited

Tlte GaspeZ 1I1i1gazille.

575

pay 7" It pleased the Lord, very soon after, that the Crimean War
should break out; and he, being taken hence during the war, his widow
and family were abundantly supplied by means of the fund which was
raised, at that period, fOl' those who by the war might be left penniless. So wondrously was the Lord's hand displayed in this and in a
kindred instance in our own parish, that we have continually thought
of both the one case and the other as so strikingly illustrative of that
precious promise, "Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them
alive; and let thy widows trust in Me." We do not hesitate to say,
from our personal knowledge of all the facts, that the widows and
children of these two dear men of God were (humanly speaking) far,
far better provided for than had the lives of the fathers been spared.
Thus the Lord proved in these, as well as in ten thousand other
cases, that "His arm is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor is
His ear heavy, that it cannot hear." The challenge may be given
now with the same holy confidence and blessed fearlessness as ever,
dark and drellr as, in a spiritual sense, the times may be, "Is there
anything too hard for the Lord?"
~Tell, now, we venture to thiuk that we have said sufficient to
prove how and why it is we feel so deep an interest in the men
engaged in the coastguard service. We could multiply proofs, but
what we have said we trust will suffice.
And now we have one word to add. Should we be spared till the
sixth of October, we shall have spent fi ve-and-twenty years-a little
more than a third of our life-in our present sphere of labour. Now,
in recognition of the Lord J ehovah's boundless goodness and wondrous
mercy, in regard to this fact, we wish to make a little thank-offering
to Him. Hence we propose to give fifty copies of "RETRACINGS" to
the coastguard men.
Had we the means, we would gladly give the
~requisite three hundred.
'Will our readers, therefore, kindly make up
the difference 7 It will give us real pleasure if they will at once
subscribe, as 111"1'. BRIDER suggests, and afford us the opportunity of
announcing in our next number that the funds have been supplied,
and that the books are in the course of being forwarded to their
destination.
THE EDITOR.
EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT UNION, 1883.
(1

COllDrTHIANS xvi.

13.)

To the Editor of the Gospel Mccgazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN CHlUST,-As already announced in the QuaTterly
Repo?'t for July, our Fifth Annual Conference will be held, God willing,
in Manchester, in October. I have much pleasure in sending you an
outline of the Programme :Wednesday, Odober 10th, 1883.-Evening Service-St. Catherine's,
Colly!mrst Road. Sermon by tbe Rev. J. ORMISTON, Bristol.
l'huTsday, OdobeT llth.-Morning Sitting-Chairman, Rev. C. MARSHALL. "Exposition of Scripture, Rev. D. H. SPARLING, Old ham.
Paper by JAMES INSKIP, Esq., Cliftotl, Bristol. Speakers, Rev. ISAAC
HAWKER, Plymouth, and THOMAS SMELT, Esq., Manchester.
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Afternoon Sitting.-Chairman, Rev. A. HAWORTH: "Some Essential
Differences between vVorship Spiritual and Worship Sensuous," l(,ev.
JAMES ORl\USTON. Speakers, Rev. VV. F. STUEES, Liverpool, ::md the
Rev. WILLIAJliI JOHN SON, Bacup.
Public Meeting (Evening).-Chairman, J. INSKIP, Esq. It is hoped
that tho following will address the :M:eeting :-Revs. A. HAWOllTH,
J. HAWKER, W. JOUNSON, C. MARSHALL, JAl\1ES ORMISTON, Messrs.
J AMES INSKIP and THOMAS SMELT.
Yours faithfully,
J'. B. W AllDINGTON, Hon. Sec.

~cbicius

unh

~t.otias

.of

~aohs.

Life's Eventide; O'r, Loving Words to Age£l Pilgrims. By ,VrLLIAJliI FmTH,
Minister of Trinity Memorial Church, Gunnersbury. With Prefatory
Note by the Rev. THOMAS CURl\IE, M.A., Rector of Sandford St.
Martin, Oxford. London: S. W. Partridge.
WITH great truth in his Prefatory Note to this excellent little work,
Mr. CURME says, "Death is life to those who arl;\ in Christ. Death
has been well called 'tho messenger' to introduce the reclcomed to
heaven and home! Stmnge, therefore, in one sense, it is that this
messenger should be so dreaded, and regarded as a foe mthel' than as
a friend. But so it is; and it is only by faith, instrumentally, we
can triumph over the last enemy, and exclaim, '0 death, where is thy
sting ~ 0 grave, where is thy victory ~ The sting of death is sin,
and the strength of sin is the law; but, thanks be to God, which giveth
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.'''
In a very forcible and grateful way the author follows the child of
God in and through his various states and stages-for example, the
believer's standing, the aged Christian's decline, his grateful retrospect,
his doubts and fears, his ground of assurance, his sources of joy, his
departure, life's eventide. vVe cannot but wish the book the circulation it deserves.
An Everlasting Proof of the Falsehood of Popm'Y, being a RelMion of the
Fearful Estate of Fmnc'is Spzm. Reprinted from the edition of 1682.
London: J. Gadsby.
THOSE who would charge men with narrow-mindedness and bigotry for
venturing to raise a warning voice against the profession and popular
practices of the day, should take the case of the man whose hapless,
course is presented in tllfl pages of the pamphlet before us. Some
forty to fifty years have passed away since wc read it. The solemn
impression the reading awakened has never been erased.

OH, the waste of prayer for t11ings not worth praying for! Abundance may be the worst thing for us spiritually and eternally. Give
us all needs for om true good; only let all lead us to Thee and
away from self. Raise us higher in the true scale-in Thy sight.

"

The Gospel Magazille.

559

for each other this afternoon," and he left in the cab.
There
were many who were waiting to see who was come to take his place;
and, when it was known who it was, there were some there from
Lockwood, and they said to some lltrangers, "No, we will not stay,
for there is nothing in him," and they left; and many at Slaith.
waite, who knew of my break-down at Lockwood, looked very coldly
upon me. Nevertheless, I was there, and there was no way to help
themselves, so for the time they must put up with it. As I have
said, it being the first day of their new minister's pastorate, there
were many strangers there from various parts to hear him; and it
was very annoying to those at the place that those strangers should
have to hear me instead of him. But those strangers knew nothing
about me, therefore were able to hear me without prejudice in their
minds against me.
When it was time for the service to begin, a deacon showed me
the way to the pulpit, and I entered it, and saw that the chapel
wall full of people. I gave out the hymn commencing" The Lord in Zion reigns,
And will His people keep;
'Tis He the universe sustains,
And well secures His sheep."

After singing, reading, and prayer,I explained, as I had been requested
to do, the reason of my being there, namely, the sudden illness of
Mr. CROWTI-lER. Up to this time, many of those connected with the
place had been very careless in paying any attention to anything
which I said or did, wishing, I believed, that thc time was over. I
theu read my text, Jude, first verse, "To them that are sanctified by
God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called." After
reading it over twice, I said, "My dear friends, having been called
upon in such a sudden manner to come here to preach to yon, I felt
it to be simply impossible for me to do so; but the Lord dropped a.
word into my soul which made me willing to come, in humble
dependence upon Him; and, coming along in the cab, begging Him
to give me It word to speak from, those words came into my mind
which I have read as a text with such power, that I believe whatever
I may be led to say is to be said to those characters mentioned in
the text, and they alone are interested in what I may say. Therefore, my brethren, sisters, and fellow-sinners, may the Lord help me
to speak, and you to hear, to our souls' profit, for without His help
we can do neither." I then began tq speak upon my text, alid
felt such sweet liberty ip. my soul as I have rarely ever felt in
speaking since. The careless ones soon began to pay attention, and,
long before I had donc, every eye in the place was upon me. Indeed,
it was a solemn and sweet time to my soul, and also to many
others, some of whom I found out many years after, and some I shall
never know, but the great day will reveal it. I closed the service
by singing" When I can read my title clear
To mansions in the skies,
I'll bid farewell to every fear,
And wipe my weeping eyes," &c.
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Far different was the feeling manifested towards me by many there
to what it was when I fmtered the place that afternoon. I felt thankful
to the Lord, and my heart exclaimed, "To Thy dear name be all the
glory! " One of the deacons, THOMAS SYKES, stayed with me in the
vestry while wo waited for the funeral party, which had not yet arrived j
and he said to me, "AQUILA, I shall believe firmer from this day
that God orders and arranges all things which concern the welfare of
His people, and no man or men can alter His arrangements, than ever
I have done before." I said, "That is well, brother SYKES, whatever
brings us to that decision."
"'VeIl," he. said, "two months ago this
day, we, as a Church, in this vestry decided to ask you to preach here
to-flay, but we afterwards decided to invite Mr. TnoMsETT to accept the
pastorate, and he did, and to begin to-day j and that was the reason
we never sent for you, and yet the Lord has removed him to-day, and
you had to come. None but God could have done it."
After tea, as I was bme, and could not walk home, brother SYKES
took me to Lockwood in his carriage, as he and some others went to
hear the evening sermon there. And so that day passed away, but results
were to follow, for, as I have said, strangers were there from various
places, and spread my name abroad j and, in a few months, I had invitations from many Particular Baptist Churches to supply their pulpits,
and that was how I was brought out among the Particul:1r Baptists
as a preacher. But more of that anon.
One incident I must name here. About a year after that day, I was
going by train on a Sunday morning to preach in Saddleworth, very
much cast down in mind, and fearing I was running before I was sent j
and the enemy suggested to my mind that I had no evidence that the
Lord had blessed one soul in a special manner through my ministry.
I could not answer him, for at that moment I could not remembor one.
Going through Stannage tunnel, I was in a dark compartment by
myself, and so great was the horror of my mind that it seemed as if
I should not be allowed to get through that long tunnel, but that some
disaster would happon, ani I should be crushed for my presumption
for going to preach without being sent j and I promised the Lord, whilo
begging Him to spare me, if it were His blessed will, that I would
stop if He would show me clearly that He had not sent me j but, if
He had sent me, I begged Him to make it plainly manifest to my mind
that day. I did get through in safety, and got out at Diggle station,
at the end of the tunnel, as I usually did, and had about a mile to
walk to a farm-house, WIH\re I usually got my breakfast. I had not
gone far before I observed that a woman had got out of the train, and
was following me. I stopped, and bade her "good morning." She said,
~, Good morning, sir.
I heard that you were to be at Saddleworch to-oay,
and I have come to see if the Lord would drop a crumb of mercy into
my poor hungry soul by the same instrumentality as He did when
He sent you to Slaithwaite, alld proved it to my soul that I was one
of those who was from all eternity 'sanctified by God the Father, and
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called,' in due time, to a knowledge of
it. Oh, that was a blessed day! I want a renewal of it to-day, if it
is His blessed will, 11,1111 I feel sure it is, therefore have I come."
What could I say 1 But stand in amazement I did while she was saying
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this, for here was the very evidence which the enemy told me I had not
got, and it was in that train with mc. The enemy fled at this, and a
sweet peace and joy fillcd my soul. 1 told the woman of my conflict that
morning, and she said, "DOll't ever believe him again, for he is a liar,
and will remain a liar to the end. If there had been no evidence he
would have let thee n,lone; but it was because there was evidence thn,t he
tried to worry thee." vVhat a sweet time we had that day together!
She knew the aged sister in the Lord, Mrs. HANNAH SHAW, to whose
house I was then going; and, when we arrived, she received a hearty
welcome. When we told her of' what had occurred, she rejoiced with us,
and we spent a happy day together; and verily the Lord visited us
in the sanctuary, although it was only an upper room where a few
poor sinncrs had met for many years, worshipping God in sincerity and
truth. Mr. GADSBY had often preached there, and his memory was
still loved and respected by them, and the precious truths which he
preached. The name of that woman I have forgotten, but she was a
niece of an aged preacher of the Gospel, well known in Yorkshire and
Lancashire for many years, named JOSHUA BALMFORTH. Thus I 111td
auother blessed manifestation that the Lord had called me to the
ministry.
During the week after I had been to Slaithwaite, I received a letter
from Mr. OIWWTHEU, in which he said, "1 have received a letter from
the friends at Slaithwaite which has given me great pleasure. It was
remarkable indeed that 1 should 1)[IVe been attacked with a severe
and sudden illness on Saturday, which required only forty-eight hours'
quiet to restore me, and the Sunday stood between, which gave me
much anxiety; but I need not have troubled myself, for the Lord can
do His own work without me, as events have ploved. I am quite
well now, and perfectly satisfied with the manner and means in and
by which my lack of service has been performed." But at Lockwood
in general the event was forgotten. Their turn had been served, and
they did not trouble themselves any more about the instmment who
had served them, but they treated him as they had done before.
In September, 1871, a change took place in my temporal affairs.
Work got short, and consequently my wages were less, and my home
expenses greater. The manager and I differed about the price of
work on some new fancy looms, and I told him that I should leave
when I had finished my piece, as he would not give tht;l price which
other firms were giving. A friend got me a place at Milnsbridge, for
Messrs. ARMlTAGE BROTHERS, another good old-established firm; and
the manager, Mr. JOHN DONKERSLEY, who was a God-fearing man,
knew and respected me. Although he was a Methodist, he loved the
truth, and often for many years had been in the habit of going to
the chapel at Lockwood to hear a sermon, whoever might be the
preacher; so I went to work under him, and we became very friendly,
and often talked about spiritual things.
(10 he ecnt-inucd.)

IT is a vain tempting of God to cast ourselves upon an immediate
provision, with neglect of common means.-Bishop Hall.
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THE LATE EARTHQUAKE.
SPEAKING

of

this recent dreadful

calamity,

the Christ:an Herald

says :Ischia is pre-eminently the summer sanitorium of Naples. The Neapolitans,
with characteristic light-heartedness, care little about the feverish reputation
of their lovely city; but the modern visitor dreads the insidious air, and
learns to admire the wisdom of the almost vanished lazzaroni, whose maxim
it is that where the sun does not enter the doctor does. At Ischia, however,
his mind is at peace. Here nature is at her best, and Casamicciola the
sweetest of resting-places. Let the summer be as hot as summers in the
Mediterranean often are, the breeze always blows cool among the Ischian
vineyards, and he must be sick indeed if the waters of Gurgitello would not
make him whole again. Under a genial sky the earth brings forth abundantly. The oak and the chestnut grow side by side with the orange,
pomegranate, fig, almond, lime, lentiscus, arbutus, myrtle, and mastich.
Labour is hardly needed, for the rich volcanic soil has only to be scratched
with a hoe, to blossom with a harvest of corn, and wine, and oil. A little
fishing, a little tending of the grapes, from which arc squeezed a sour
country wine, a glance now and then at the lu.~cious fruits that wait to be
plucked, some donkey-driving up the steep mountain paths, and herding of
goats and sheep in the vales, much dancing of the Tarantella, and a great
deal of lazy, good-natured begging, provide the easy-going Ischians with all
that tlwir simple wants demand.
But Casamicciola, which is now a 11lJap of ruins, was always full of visitors,
even a few months after the earthquake of March, 1881, had shaken it.
Here, during the summer months, crowds resorted for the sake of the cool
air, the matchless marine views, and the hot sulphur baths, which, aided by
the breezes, have the credit of restoring the jaded Neapolitans into languid
life. From July to September there is scarcely a room to let, and the late
corners must house themselves as best the.y may in the hotel La Piccola
Sentinella, in the Pensione Suisse, the Bellevue, or in the more tolerable of
the peasant's cottages. Hence the present catastrophe is to the holidaymakers in the City of Pleasure as startling as if London had heard of
Brighton being sW'1110wed up by the sea, or that Ramsgate had been overwhelmed by its cliffs.

The same journal appends the following "Prophetic
its description of the calamity:-

Refle~tioDs"

to

The appalling events of the past week, and the accelerated frequency with
which startling terrestria.l phenomena now occur, should force upon the
reverent attention of all men, however indifferent under ordinary circumstances, the premonitory intelligence of Christ, concerning "the signs of
His coming, and the end of the world [ageJ." In three distinct portions of
the New Testament, viz., Matthew xxiv., Mark xiii., and Luke xxi., emphasis
and solemnity are imparted to the repeated prediction of preliminary signs
of the end, among which stand forth conspicuously "wars and rumours of
wars," such as are now current in nearly every part of the habitable globe;
"pestilences," such as the cholera, which is now decimating the populations
of Cairo, in Egypt, and neighbouring towns and villages, and whose stealthy
and fatal advent is feared even in Europe; and "earthquakes in divers
places," such as has just covered usually quiet scenes of fair ltalian splendour
with a pall of sorrow. These, with the concurrent evidences ment.ioned, "the
love of many shall wax cold," the preaching of the Gospel in all the world
as a witness, the prevalence of iniquity, show us that we are rapidly nearingif indeed we have not already entered upon-the state of things spoken of by
Christ as "the beginning of sorrows." If so, then all that remains of our
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antecedent and preliminary nature, leading onwards to the anticipated culmination, will take place with an accelemted velocity, terminating with the
final great tribulation, the ascendancy and reign of the personal Antichrist, and the advent of our long-expected Redeemer in the clouds of
heaven. "
a tell ye, therefor,', and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall c01l!-e to pass [in the final
three and a ha'f years' Antichristian tribulation], and to stand before
the Son of Man" (Luke xx. 30).

"V

The Record says:The worst fears as to the destruction of life caused by the earthquake in
Ischia have been realized, not fewer than five thousand having perished in
the ruins, or died from injuries received.
l'he scenes depicted by those
who witnessed the event, or who have visited the spot, surpass in horror
and distress anything known ill modern times. The King of Italy, accompanied by his ministers, has inspected the island, and personally administered
relief to the sufferers, manifesting deepest interest and concern in all that
is going on. Another shock has been felt by the inhabitants, since the
catastrophe, and the present eruption of Vesuvius adds to the consternation
and alarm occasioned by the recent overthrow. Surely men must see in it
all the proof of human weakness and dependence on divine power.
It is stated by a survivor that the performance which was going on in the
theatre in Casamicciola at the time of the shock commenced with a mimic l'epresentation of an earthquake. A curious incident was also told the king as he
j)ilssed the Piccola Seutinella at Casamicciola. Just before the shock, a
Welsh gentleman in the house began to play Chopin's" F1t1tel'al March,"
which one of the guests, Count CAPELLA, found so affecting that he left the
11'Juse, unable to listen longer. He thus saved his life.

The Christian Herald aclds :-EARTHQUAKE, AND FAT~L OF EVERY
CITY.
The lessons of the earthquake at Ischia are obvious.
'r'hongh on a small
scale compared with the buried cities of Herculaneum and Pmnpeii, or with
the ruin camed by the earthquake at Lisbon in 1755, it is a sufficient
reminder to us of what is predicted in Holy Writ at the winding-up of the
dmma of the present dispensation of the world, when there shall be "eal·thqt!al.es in di've,·s plctces" (Matt. xxiv. 7).
The Ischian episode furnishes a
tu.int resemblance of what will one day be enacted on a scetle as awful as 'it
1vill be sudden. L:1tter-day scoffers will ask with an air of cynicltl unbelief,
"\Vhere is the promise of His coming 1 for since the fathers fell asleep, all
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation "-a statement which is manifestly contradicted by such resnlts as those which the
recent earthquake reveals to us. But the Apostle, with the strongest
possible emphasis, declares that "the d!ty of the L 'rd will come," and what
is equally certain, just as we have seen in the mysterious and terrible conyulsion at Ischia, when men least of all suspect it. That day" will come as
f1 thief in the night "-" the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the elements shall melt with a fervent heat; the earth also, l\nd the works
til:1t are therein, shall be burned."
:::leveml hundred commentators :1gree that we :1re living at the end of the
sixth villi, in the sixteenth chapter of Revelation, and are, consequently,
living on the threshold of the seventh and last vial, oh the outpouring of
whierl there is to be "a great earthquake such as never was since men were
upon the earth, so mighty an e'll'th<Illakl~ and so great, :1nd the cities of
tile nations sh:111 fall." Therefore, undoubtedly, within tt few ye~rs from
'rHE

COMING

GREAT

00:2
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now, every city upon the earth will he shaken down by this coming
unparalleled earthquake (Rev. xvi. 17, 18).
This coming great earthquake is also foretold in Ezekiel xxxviii. 20, whcre
it is predicted to cause "every wall to fall to the ground."
Our respected contemporary, the Rock, in its cOlllments upon the catastrophe, says:The final dissolution of thc prcsent framework of our globe-not its
annihilation-will be the precursor to a statc of things which will be evol ved
out of the present world by a process not altogether dissimilar from 1h:.t
which has just taken place in the South of Europe. Whcn men shall be
wholly absorbed in their schemes of avaricc or ambition; when worldliness
in all its fascination shall be at its height; when the long process of repose
and the regularity of nature's l::tws will suggest the ide:. of the continuity
and stability of "the earth and the works that are therein"; when lIm
sneer of the sceptic and the ribaldry of the profane will urge men to
inquire, "Where is the promise of His coming? "-thcn, in the very midst
of the gay scenes of the world's revelry, when all around wcars the face of
festivity and careless glee, in a moment, without warning, suddcn destruction
will come upon the unthinking inhabitants of this planet. Thc tremendous
forces of nature, now held in reserve, will then be let loose, and the world
of that period will be madc to feel that the apostolic warning was not a
cunningly. devised fable, but a terrihle reality, far outweighing in its results
anything which the inventive faculty of m"n could possibly h,we deviscd.
The awe-struck inhabitants of Ischia, and the deep wail of despair which
their sad and sudden destruction llas natumlly awakened in the minds of
those who have lost property and home and friends, is but :1 very faillt
and feeble rehearsal of what one day will be experienced on a wiLlcr Mel<~
of observation, when" the great globe itself, and all that inhabit il, slml/.
dissolve." May God in Illercy prepare our hearts to meet the da,y of theLord, if it should come in our time, with a calm and quiet conlidencc ill.
Him who is our strength and our shield!

A correspondent of the T'imes writes, under date August 1st:Fifteen seconds of time sufficed to destroy five or six smiling villages, and
bury more than three thousand of a joyous population beneath their ruins.
A slight shock, it is said, had been felt before Saturday, the 28th of July;'
but people living on volcanoes get accustomed to these incidents.
The
inhabitants of TOl'l'e del Greco, which has bcen destroyed several times, have
rebuilt their city, and are living as free from care as ever, while streams of
Java are issuing from the mountain on which they dwell. It has become a
question whether Casamicciola will be ever rebuilt. Its mineral waters were·
a great source of wealth and of relief to afUicted humanity, but two such:
clreadful disasters as those which have 0ccurred within the bst two years
make people pause. Yet masons and carpenters have been sent over to 1he·
isl::tnd with all the materials for building-perhaps only to supply the immediate wants of the wretched survivors. Barracks are, too, being erected on
a large scalc, for many thousands are llOuseless, and cannot take to flight as·
have done many others. A large military and police force has also been
sent over to ml\intain order and guard the property of those, dead or living,
who are known to lie buried underne::tth the ruins. The first duty is, however,
now to disinter the bodies of those \v ho have been killed, as the stench,
which began to fill the air even on Monday, was most oppressive-aBd wlmt
is it likely to become under the rays of an August sun 'I "It was insupportable," says a friend. In addition, therefore, to the work of cxcavation,.
that of disinfection is bcing carried on with energy, and lal'gc (lulmtities of
disinfectants and of lime are being imported.
It is always to be remembered that thcl'C is auother enemy yet more
t.f\rDible than earthquake almost <"It our l.(<"Itcs.
Two friends of mine, an
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Englishman and an Anglo-Italian medical man, retl11'11od lato on Monday,
h:wing spont the day most usefully in Ischia.
"As 0110 approaches the
island," they sai.d, "ono doos not recognize the signs of dostructi.on. Some
llOuses facillg the Sett are still st:mding, but, as you bogin tho ascent, the
wide-spread ruin is awful. Scarcoly a house remains standing. The road
'gapes open, with wide fissures in it, itS if some subterranean fol'co hau burst
~lpwal'ds. 'rho stench was t"rrible," they said, "so that wo wero compelled
to closo our noses. A little way after starting, we met some pOl'sons carrying
,two or tlll'oe dead bodies which had just been disinterred, and then wo oaw
in anothor placo many bodies laid out, and among them was recognized
those of tho two daughters of poor FIOlmN'l'INI, who keeps the Hotel de Ville.
A more affocting incident occurred on our ascent. A young man addressed
us, saying that his brothel' l"y belolV some ruins, and we could hear the
unfortul1llte HUln crying for help.
We sd to directly, with a Carbil1eer
.aJ:d ono or two soldiers, to remove the enormous masses which lay above;
but, to our agony, they all fell in, and our hopes were utterly destroyed.
'rhe brothel', who stood by our side, WI.IS so overcome that he fainted. One
of us had the satisfaction of rescuing and saving a poor woman and a child,
.and the other arrested a man in the act of taking a ring from the body of
.a lMly, and consigned him to the police."
Our countrymell worked hard and with a heart, and reflected honour on
Old England. It is difficult to aseertr.lin who of our countrymen were lost,
but it is s:.ltisfactory to state that the family of Mr. BA.Rli'E, tho clergyman,
were all saved, except the son CHAl\r.J~S. A Mr. GREEN, too, was saved,
while bis wife was killed. A Miss H~:HP:RT (the name indistinctly known)
was found lying all her bed in the .Piccola Sentinella, and is supposed to
Juwe been reading when she met her fate.
Fifteen seconds! How solemn-yea, how intensely :1wful-the fact
th:1t onc-fourth of :1 minute was sufficient to effect such fearful destructioll, and that, too, when so many, upon so calm and lovely :1n
~velliJJg, were revelling in their varied kinds of entertainment j yea,
when it is s:1id that, at the very moment, there was :1 seeking to
represent a catastrophe which, in very deed, was so speedily to launch
<3ven thousands into vast eternity!
How much does this so awful and so humbling a fact remind us of
the words of Him who spake as never man spake, "As the days of
Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be. For as in
the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, nntil the day that Noe entered into
the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them :1ll away j
so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be" (Matt. xxiv. 37-39) j
likewise, "When they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
Jestrllction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman ",ith child;
~nrl they shall not escape" (1 Thess. v. 3).
With these startling realities before us, and the varied fatalities of
:J.lmost daily occurrence brought before the public eye, yet how transient the impression! How passing and superficial! 'Whilst sceptics
and scofI'ers (as was so clearly foreshown as one of the marks of the
last days) are exclaiming, "Where is the promise of His coming 1 "
the Most High is giving the most marked and unquestionable evidence
and proof of His divine rule and authority, and that in numberless
ways, Still, how little heed is given! Supineness aud inditference are
the order of the day,
With a threatenc~l visitation of cholera, earthquake upon earthquake,
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wars and rumours of wars, "upon the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity," there has been no call to the humbling ourselves before
God as a professed Christian community. On the contrary, s1lclL is
the recklessness and indifference that prevail, whilst the sister·isl0
is in a most critical and dissatisfied and rebellious condition, a
correspondent writes, saying how strongly he felt when he recently
listened to the Prime Minister addressing the Lord Mayor's guests
in such terms of self-gratulation, that they "might have supposed for
the moment that, of all the spots in the British Isles to-day, the
pleasantest, most peaceful, and prosperous, was the bright islancL
which lies beyond St. GCOI'ge\; Channel."
Verily, as there is "a God that judgetlL in the earth," He will ere
long arise and ratify His word, "Shall I not visit for these things;
and shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this ~ "
Although we rejoice in the fact that, come what mrty, the children
of God are safe, for He hath declared, "My people shall never he
ashamed," yet for the nation itself-for those found out of Christ
-we tremble in the prospect of those dark and dire calamities
which are most assuredly hovering over and round and about us.
Immediately after writing the foregoing, we happened to light upon
the annexed letter of our long and sorely-afflicted brother, the Rev. J.
C. MARTIN. vVe would specially direct the reader's attention to the
remarks he quotes of that God·honoureu servant, Mr. KRAUSE. How'
are his words verified !-ED.
THE TRUTH OF GOD.
was much pleased with an article in your Magazine·
How is that blessed doctrine
of this month upon" Union with Christ."
mangled and misrepresented by professors of the day! I don't tbink
believers themselves realize what the blessedness of that union is, nor do
I think we herlr that most delightful theme dwelt upon from the pulpits.
of the present day, even by good men, so much as some others.
The writer deals faithfully with the sacramental and semi.evangelical
schools of the day, and I believe these schools are doing more deadly work,
in their cry of ,; Peace, peace!" when God 'has not spoken peace, than the·
I do think, if ever there was a.
professedly Hi.~h Church and PuseyiticaI.
time when God's servants ought to give no uncertain sound, and to declare
the truth, and the whole truth, in faithfulness, and yet in sincere afl'ection,
it is now. That was a speech containing no ordinary amount of truth
uttered by dear Mr. KRA VSE ; , , We say to the Church of God, be not rlec"ived by the increase of
theological discussion and by the increase of the disseminating of religious
knowledge of the present day. Keep this in mind--ono of the marks of
the last days is, there shall be a form of godlimss, and at the same time
a denying the power thereof. Do not expect the aspect of things is to be
better. Do not expect either that the aspect of things is to be irreligious.
We believe that there shall be a great religious movement under a false
head, therefore we say, be not deceived because there is a noise and a din
in the theological world. When I go into the secret of my own chamber,
brethren, before the Lord, I do verily believe that, with. all the knowledge that is abroad, there is not a proportional knowledge of Christ."
You will be thankful to hoar that, during these first few months of my
labours in the Lord's vineyard, He has glven me some souls for my hire.

My

DEAR FRmND,-I

T~e

Gospel

lJlag-a,~'illc.

567

I feel it a great mercy, for never was there a neighbourhood where spiritual
death more reigned tlH~n here, and I felt much depressed when first I commenccd my pl'eiiching a'"IJI'g the peoplu. It has excited opposition from
many, and has been distasteflll to some from wh"m I could luwe hoped
better things; and yet I have but declared the Word in love and affection,
with, I hope, faithfulness and truth.
But none of thes'e things move me. I was enabled to expect the ofl'ences
of the cross when I started in my work; and, if souls are> gathered in for
the Great Master, all is well.
May God largely bless you and your work, my dear friend; and, with
kind Christian love,
I am, most sincerely yours,

R-- H--, Mm'ch 4th, 1858.

J. C. M.

LUTHER.
following comprehensive and admirable sketch of the life of the
immortal LU'l'HI£R (as published in the Record) is from the pen of the
venerable and beloved Dean of Gloucester :THE

TilO Erfurt Procession, which on Wednesday recalled the ever-memorable
journey of MARTIN LUTHER to the DieL of 'Worms, reminds us that, on the
10th day of Novelllber next, four hundred YC>\l'S will have elapsed since
the great Reformer breathed the first breath of life. Smely such anniversary demands especial notice. Divine authority proclaims that the righteous
shall be in everlasting remembrance. Honce to commemorate the hero of
the ReformH.tion becomes a hallowed task.
This Scriptural injunction
receives much weight in days when enmity to Reformed truth darkens the
horizon.
It would be a tedious and unedifying preface to trace the origin and
gradual advance of Papal superstition. Let it suffice to state that through.
out the fiftet'nth century it raised a gigantic head. It ruled in full-blown
tyranny.
The Pontiffs nod caused lIHones to totter, ,md sceptres to
tremble in su hmissive hands. 'fhe temporal power of ecclesiastics enslaved
the faire~t portion of the earth. Opposition to it exposed to cruelties and
miseries in every hateful furm.
But the baneful efl'ects of this system fell mainly on spiritual concerns.
It blighted and obscured the pure truths of the glorious Gospel of the
blessed God. The Mml of Sin assumed divine prerogatives. He pronounced
decrees in direct hostility to the heavenly doctrines of free grace. Access
to God through the atolling bluod of His only-begotten Son was utterly
denied. A man-constructed institution :J.lTogantly took the name of " Church,"
and presented Itself as 1110 only path to heaven. Many mediators dethroned
the blessed Jesus. Spiritual worship degenerated into sensual forms. The
attractions of pompous ceremonies-of elaborate rites-the embellishments
which art supplied-captivated the deluded heart. The fancy was bewitched,
and souls reposed 011 l'illolVs of del usion. Religion was at best an outward
furm-a stelile soil in which no in ward life or peace could grow. It is the
glory of the Gospel to announce to sinners p,1l'don and eternal life. By
the Spirit's power, it guides to that faith in the heart which constitutes
saving union with Christ, and renovates the inner man. Popery trampled
these principles beneath insulting feet, and upraised the Church to fancied
pre-eminence.
It invented the terrors of purgatorial fire, and offered
rescue thruugh priestly interference, to be purchased by pecuniary offerings.
Moreover, it opened the way to all licentiousness of life, by granting indulgence to live as lust or indinatiotl might excite. , The inspired Word as
the infallible ~uide was sealed. It dethroned intellect from its high seat,
and utterly extinguished spiritual truth.
This is but a faint picture> of
the miserable degra(t~tiun whicli Pop .ry enchained around its blinded
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vohries. Dark indeed· were the days. Gospel light flickered in the socket.
Pulpits no longer pointed to the Saviour's merits. Antichrist seemed to
claim eart.h as his own. His reign was unrivalled and supreme. But such
iniquity could not for ever prevail. He who was seated in heaven laughed
-the Lord held all adversaries in derision. His counsels were settled from
everlasting. The Word of Jesus must prevail. All that the Father had
given to Him would surely come, and no comeI' would be cast out. In
the fulness of time He should see of the travail of His soul and be
sat.isfied. Thus, in these fearful times, some rays of truth burst forth.
From time to time witnesses for Christ arose. WlCKLIFFB, at Oxford, was
divinely taught. It was given to him to see, and fearlessly to expose, the
fatal errors which prevailed. He denounced the so-called sacrifice of the
Mass, and proved that the repetition of the offering once made by Christ
was a blasphemous fable and a dangertms deceit.
In addition, he laboriously translated the Scriptures, and unlocked the treasures of Revelation.
Huss, too, in Bohemia, had clearly sounded the Gospel-note, and, by
heroic death at the martyr's stake, prepared the way for the approaching
Reformation.
We thus reach the appearance of MARTIN LUTHER. He was born in a
village of Saxony, on the 10th of November, in the year 1483. We are
called, when a few months are passed, to celebrate the fourth centenary of
his birth. Surely it is a spirit-stirrin~ occasion to bring exuberant thanksgiving to the God of all grace and power. This great Reformer was born
in the hut of a lowly miner. As the first preachers of the Gospel were not
among the potentates of earth, but among the lowliest of her sons, so, too,
we find that God's chosen instruments to revive His truth belong not often
to the high-born or the great. As a schoolboy, he was sent out to beg from
door to door.
The seeds of great intellect soon became apparent, and his
thirst for knowledge was intense.
He was admitted to the University of
Erfurth. Sea!'ching in its library, he was guided to a Latin version of the
Word of God. E~gerly he devoured its pages, and marvelled at its wondrous
truths. Deep cravings were implanted for a life of elevated holiness. To
live entirely to God became his all-absorbing desire. He resolved to relinquish all prospects of intellectual fame and worldly honour. In furtherance
of this design, he withdrew into the r-'ltirement of an Augustinian monastery.
Its gates closed on him in his twenty-second year. If cloister·seclusion and
rigid observance of monastic rule could bring true knowledge of God and
peace of conscience, LUTHER would have won the prize. But he soon learned
the futility of outward mortifications. He drank in vain of the cup of
penances. He found it to be worthless, and dashed it from his lips. Misery
was at its climax in the young monk's cell. He hated life. He dreaded
death. No self· made penances brought ease. At this juncture, in the good
providence of God, the enlightened STAUPITZ visited the monastery.
HEl
came, as Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch, to guide to a true knowledge of
the ·Word. He marked the woe-worn LUl'HER, and soon gf.dned his confidence. He applied the only remedy for his disease. He opened the saving
truths of the pure Gospel. LUTHER listened, and with joy embraced the
tidings. He found in them a full repose for his agitated mmd. The burden
fell. From darkness he became light in the Lord. Out of weakness he
waxed valiant for the truth. From a trembler he stood an intrepid hero.
He boldly professed the Gospel which now illumined his heart.
He was
soon called b become a teacher in the newly-established University of
vVittenberg. He emerged from the cloister's gloom as vegetation from its
wintry grave. Here he uplifted Christ with all the power of a vigorous
mind, and the assnrance of a deeply-taught believer. At this period he was
especially directed to the weapon so bravely used by Paul-the text of
Habakkuk: "The just shall live by faith." He tightly grasped the glorious
truth of lifo only through the faith of Jesus Christ. This truth became the

Tlte GospcZ M agaziJle.

569

soul of his theology, the strength of his inner man, the sword by which he
vanquished every foe, the staff of his support in every trial and temptation,
the lever by which he subverted the fallacies and delusions of the Papal
fabric. This principle checked him in the superstitious ascent of the socalled "sacred stairs." It gave him intrepid boldness in the face of perils.
It was his joy in life, the anchor of all his hopes-his triumphs over
opposing fears, and the substance of his preaching. May this mighty truth
ever be the glory of our' Protestant pulpits! As it brightly shines, or only
feebly glimmers, Churches flourish or decay. The young Reformer had now
advanced to the grand knowledge that the Bible was the one infallible and
all-sufficient fountain of heavenly teaching-that it contained all the truths
needful for salvation. By this he shivered the fables of tradition and the
dreamy inventions of the Papal creed. By lip and pen he ceased not to
proclaim the Bible as the only revelation of God's will. The heart thus
taught could not be mute.
But his field of success was narrow until TETZEL appeared, commissioned
to enrich the Papal coffers by wholesale traffic in indulgences.
Our
dauntless champion was inflamed with indignation. He publicly posted
on the doors of All Saints' Church, in Wittenberg, the celebrated Theses
With the
which have been well termed the germs of the Reformation.
rapidity of lightning, the precious truth of the gratuitous remission of
sins through the blood of the atoning Son of God, without money and
without price, Hew as the grand lesson of the Bible on the wings of these
'rheses throughout Europe.
Eagerly they were welcomed by multitudes
weary of the fallacies and disgusted with the cupidities of Rome. This
grand announcement of the truths of salvation was followed by resolutions
addressed to the Pope himself. In these there was no backward step, but
a fearless repetition of Scriptural doctrines.
In consequence, he was summoned to Rome, to answer to the charge of
heresy. To enter that city was farewell to life. There the assassin's dagger,
the poisoned cup, the dungeon's bars, were ready for their victim.
But
God, watchful over His 'devoted servant, turned the Pontiff's mind to
another plot. He fixed Augsberg as the place of trial. Thither LUTHER,
against all remonstrances of timid friends, resolutely proceeded. He was
bold in the confidence that God, whose he was, would not now desert him.
He had not read in vain the word to Moses, "Certainly I will be with
thee." He knew the oft-repeated word, "Fear thou not, for I am with
,thee." He remembercd, too, the deliverance of Paul at his first answer
before Nero. Thus he stood before the Legate of the Pope, invulnerable
iu the panoply of truth, and wielding the weapon omnipotent to pull down
the strongholds of Rome. His feet were firmly set on the rock of God's
Word. This he maintained to be high above all Popes and decrees of
Councils. Blessed are they whose teaching flows in this unerring channel.
Tidings of his unflinching zeal and of the grand announcements of the
Gospel spread marvcllously.
God seemed to say again, "Let there be
light," and there was light. Rome must now make a more determined
et!'ort to qnench the spreading flame. After an interval, in which he contioued undauntedly to preach, LUTHER was summoned to the celebrated
Diet of Worms. Strong dissuasives again urged him to non-compliance.
His refusal is well-known. "If there be as many devils in Worms as tiles
on the housetops, still I would enter it." Accordingly he persevered. No
earthly assemblage ever equalled in bl"illiancy and grandeur that which was
HOW convened.
The youthful Emperor CHARLES V. was here enthroned,
surrounded by a multitudinous array of the mightiest princes and potentates
of Europe.
The Church supplied her noblest and most learned chiefs.
Nothing was absent which pomp and grandeur could lend to dazzle, intimidate, and overawe. In presence of this mighty Court, the poor monk
of vVittenberg stood alone. But, knowing that the Lord was with him, he
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stood undaunted and undismayed. 'What heroism can God's grace impart r
He looked to heaven. He looked not in vain. His ready answer was an
appeal to God's sovereign Word. For that 'Word he willingly could die,
but he never would deny it. No retractation could be extorted. As the
Imperial safe-conduct secured his return, no immediate sentence was executed.
He was dismissed.
No longer under legal protection, he left 'Worms
apparently exposed to a heretic's sure fate.
But the friendly hand of a
princely patron screened him from instant death, and concealed him for some
months in the Castle of the Wartberg.
Here let this article conclude. Diffuse biographies draw an ample picture
of his succeeding days. Through more thu,n twenty ye"rs he continued to
grow in grace-to strengthen in his love for heavenly truth-to draw fresh
supplies from the well of life-to proclaim Jesus as the one Deliverer from
the wrath to come-to exalt the Holy Spirit as the Author and Interpreter
of the Word-and thus he meetened for the inheritance of the saints in
light. At length, worn out with toil, and oppressed with a sense of deep,
responsibilities, he breathed his last during a visit to Eisleben, his native
place, on the 17th of February, 1546.
We are permitted in this year to celebrate the four hundrcdth anniversary
of his birth. It is meet that this occurrence should kindle hallowed reminiscences in each Protestant heart. At this season devout thanksgivings
should ascend to the God of all grace and love for giving to the world this
noble champion-for revealing to him the Gospel of His Son-for causing
the scales of ignorance and superstition to fall from his eyes-for enduing
him with such indomitable zeal and courage-for upholding him through all
the perils and trials of his arduous course-for enabling him to continue
in the faith,grounded u,nd settled, and never moved away from the hope
of the Gospel-and, above all, for causing the Gospel to revive and triumph
through his teaching. At this anniversary, shall not our prayers be fervent
that the light thus kindlGd by his word may never agam be dimmed, by
Rome's soul. destroying_ errors'! May the zeal of this Christian hero animate
our hearts more fearlessly to maintain the truth of justification by faith
alone, and the supremacy of God's sacred "Vord.
Eyes cannot be closed to the unhappy prevalency of the present day to
disparage the memory of the heroes of the Reformation-to assail their
names with cahmny, and to prepare a backward road to the blindness
which leads to the hlackness of darkness for ever. But may the Lord arise,
and may His enemies be scattered, and may this anniversary witness a.
grand revival of Protestal.lt zeal!
MNAsoN.
THE LUTHER FESTIVAL.
The LUTHER festival at Erfurt, where the great Reformer lived eight years
as a student and monk, began 011 the 8th ult. with religious services in the
churches. The entire town was gaily decorated with flags, garlands, and
triumphal arches. A large statue of LUTHER holding an open Bible was placed
before St. Augustine's Church, and the interior of the latter was filled with
flowers and plants. The cell in the old monastery where LUTHER lived, and
which is now an orphan asylum, was also decorated and filled with relics.
Many windows in the town displayed portraits and busts of the Reformer.
The streets were crowded with visitors, more tha,n twenty thousand persons
having arrived by special trains. Of the students, about one thousand were
present, the German Universities having sent deputations, in some cases,
one hundred strong. Even the Catholic Universities of Munich and Fre:burg were represented. The Hereditary Prince of Saxe-IYeimar ani ved
early in the morning. At three ,,'clock the historical procession entered
by the Schmidtstadt gate. The procession was arranged to represent
LU1'HER'S arrival at Erfurt on April 6th, 1521, while on his journey to
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attend the Imperial Diet at Worms, and his reception by the municipal
and academic authorities of his University town. N early all the characters.
were represented by Protestant students from all the German Universities.
The procession was opened by a band in the costume of the time, followed
by an Imperi;tl herald on horseback, 'who led the way for an ancient coach,
in which were seated the Reformer, with his companion, SCHAUF; his legal
adviser, Deacon AMsDoRF, of Wittenberg; and the Danish student, Peter
SUAVEN, all in correct historical costumes. 'fhis coach was surrounded by a,
number of students on foot.
Then followed the rector and masters of the
University on horseback, with the academic banner, accompanied by l\ procession of some five hundred students, all in costume, with doublets, belts and
buckles, bonnets with feathers, and carrying swords and the banners of the four
academic faculties.
Another band then preceded the second division, consisting of the Mayor and Councillors of Erfurt, with the city banner, accompanied by knights and esquires in armour and coats of mail, and prominent
burghers, on foot and horseback, followed by a second herald with a.
procession of one hundred girls and housewives of the good old town of
Erfurt, all dressed in old German "Gretchen" costume. Groups of Lmdsknechts, veterans, guilds, and corporations then closed this brilliaqt
procession, which proceeded through the principal streets to the Town Han
and the old LUTHER convent of St. Augustine. On arriving in the square
before the church, the procession was received by the singing societies,
and addresses were delivered. In the evening the festival was carried on il1
the public gardens of the town.
THE LUTHER COMMEMORATION.
Preliminary arran.gements are already being made for celebrating in the
metropolis the fourth centenary of the birth of MARTIN LUTHER. The Council
of the Evangelical Alliance have approached various Protestant Evangelical
societies in London with a view to united action.
A committee was·
<1ppointed, and the societies referred to were invited to send representatives.
to a meeting at 7, Adam Street, Adelphi. At this meeting there was a
large attend,\nce, and, after full discussion, it was unanimously resolved to
form a general committee, consisting of the gentlemen present, together
with the represcntlttives of other societies that might be willing to co-operate
in the movement. It was deemed wi~e, however, not to enter yet upon
details relating to the celebration ill November, but simply to issue a
general circular in the name of the committee now formed, and to defer
more detailed action till the present month, when it is thought a larger
representation may be obtained. With regard to the manner in which the
centenary should be commemorated, the general idea seemed to be-(l).
that in Evangelical churches, on Sunday, the 11th of November, sermons
should be preached emphasizing the grel\t principles involved in the Reformation; (2) tlHtt Ltrge public meetings be held on Monday, the 12th; and
(3) that arrangements should be made, if possible, for holding meetings for
pr:.tyer as well as praise, for the blessings secured to this country by the
l'{,efLrmation.

Hy l'ocmsY.-A true Christian and a hypocrite may both of them
cOllle to a stand ill their course, through temptation; but there is this
difI'orollGo-tho true Christian is like a watdl th,tt was going right, but
some dust clogs its wheels. Directly it is removed: the watch will go·
right agaill.
The hypocrite is like a watch which is so badly mllde
that it stands, or goes wrong from its very nature; and the only cure
is to give it a lIew inside.-Salter.
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THE " GREAT UNPAID."
To the Edit01· of the Gospel Magazine.
DEAR Sm,-The G1·eat UnlJaid is an honourable titlo given to some
men in our favoured land who stand between crime :1nd law, to deal out
justice without fee or reward, and maintain peace in our borders. The
fatigue, self-sacrifice, and anxiety that such a position involves, few
who glance ol'er the claily papers li<:we knowledge of, or symp:1tlJy
with, beyond their immediate surronndings, which must all give way
to public duties.
Now, there is a Great UnlJaid of another sort who belong to the
kingdom of grace, men "whose hearts God has touched," to serve
IIis cause and people without fee or reward, or "the honour that
cometh" from lllen of the world. There are many such known to
you who bC:1r much of the burden and heat of the (lay, while
"treading out the corn" or helping to export it to distan t lands for the
benerit of the poor and needy, "and him that hath no helper." Surely
,such heavenly work-folk who labour in beh:1lf of Zion ,have a claim
upon the people of God, who have the means to further His cause, by
helping those who labour gr:1tuitously in word and doctrine.
Tl1ere are Illany in our day who compass sea and land to make one
proselyte, and there arc others possessed of rank and money who give
largely to support the emissaries of error at home and abroad. In
their zeal, at least, their eX:1mple m:1Y well be followed by the living
family of Goa. True, they :1re not found for the most part among the
"wise, the mighty, and the noble of this world;" but, by :1 little thoughtful thrift and small sacrifices, some of the oxen that tread out the corn
might often have the muzzle removed, their faith encouraged, and
their labour of love increased, by the kindly tokens of the favour of God
through the sympathy of the saints.
I believe there are many such labourers at home and :1broac1, who
claim an interest in our prayers and our holp. Amongst them, CnA RLES
BInDER may well be remembered as a bithful servant of the Church,
and a willing worker in the came of God :1nd truth.
In hope that the Lord may long spare you to us, and minister to
yOll in all things connected with your important work :1nd labour of
love, I remain, in affectionate bonds of the old Gospel of Christ,
Yours truly,
A. B. H.
GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
1'0 the Edit01· of the Gospel JJlagazine.
DEAR FRIEND,-The subjoined letter, just received from a cavalry
soldier, will show that the Lord is still blessing the circulation of
His Word:DEAr:. Sm,-Thallk you fa:: July and August papers. They are
always welcome friends to those among us who, by the grace of God,
love truth. My regiment is shortly eXlJected to go to Dublin. Could
you let rne lmow any place there where sound preaching is to bo
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heard? I hope there are a few who boldly declare the whole counsel
of God. I do not mind whether they are Churchmen or Dissenters, as I
am always glad to hear the truth from any true servant of the Lord.
Here in this station, the only place where anything like truth can be
heard-and even he I';), I am sorry to say, although I believe them
to be true Christians, in some points the Word of God, to my mind,
is not faithfully explained-it may bo perhaps through ignorance. If
I am not troubling you too much, I will just mention a curious
explanation or Hebrews x. 38, 39. The one who draws back from the
faith to perclition was explained, from the new translation, as shrinking
from the faith. Such a case was represented as being a true Christian
shrinking back, "My soul shall have no pleasure in him" being a
point in favour of the re"lity of the case.
Now, I cannot help thinking that, according to the \Vord here about,
the "drawing back unto perdition," a false professor is represented,.
1)e(;ause the real believer in the context is said to be of them who do
not draw back, but believe t.o the saving of the soul. Is not this the
true meaning of this passa.ge of Scripture? People seem to forget that
f.dse professors are to be found in the visible Church, who resemble greatly
the true believer in many points, such as being tolerably sound in headknowledge of the doctrines of the Gospel, yet destitute of the power
of trne godliness. I know and feel that all believers are liable to gross
falls, if not prevented by grace; yet I sincerely believe that they come
back again. They callnot be happy in the world. I believe all those
passages speaking so solemnly of those who do fall back entirely, they
never were true chilrlren of God-the Lord Jesus never knew them.
Thank God, He knows His own. They are kept by the power of Godpreserved in Christ Jesus. Surely these must escape final apostacy.
Dear sir, pardon my taking up too much of your valuable time.
May God bless you and all who send the good news to soldiers.
1 very much enjoy the GOSPEL MAGAZINE-in fact, all your readings are excellent. I must tell yon I am rather selfish with them.
I like to devour most of the reading before giving them away.
Yours, &c.,
\Ve had the pleasure of writing a letter and presenting a copy
of HELY SJ\IITU'S "Foundation Stones " to this dear servant of the
1.0rd.
Since then we have sent him a copy of "Retracings and
l~enewings."
It is such men as the foregoing that this Mission
seeks to build np in divine things. The army and the navy contain
many of God's dear children, thirsting to be fed with the bread of
life. vVe have numerous letters from men in various parts of the
world asking for such reading as we send out to soldiers and.
sailors.
At the end of September, we shall be making up our tenth annual
report, when it will be once more seen wllat great things God hath
wrought.
If the friends who have not sent in their subscriptions for the
year, or collecting cards, would kindly do so by the 24th of September, we should be mnch obliged. .I\1y address is, Old Gaol Chapel
Salisbury.
Yours sincerely,
,
Angltst 14th, 1883.
CHARLES BRIDER.
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GOSPEL BOOK MISSION TO THE ARMY AND NAVY.
To the Editor of the Gospel Ma.qazine.
My DEAR FRIEND,-Finding that "RETRACINGS AND RENEVVINGS" llave
been so warmly and thankfully received by the lighthouse and lightvessel keepers around our coast, I shall be pleased to receive special
·donations for the purpose of extending this valuable book to the coastguard stations and watch-vessels around our sea-girt land. About
three hundred copies will be wanted, to give every station one; and
this outlay, at two shillings and sixpence per copy, through the kind:ness of Mr. MACK, the publisher, together with sixpence carriage for
·each volume, would amount to forty-five pounds.
Surely this sum
might he raised befo1'e the winter storms begin. Let every reader who
has enjoyed some watering-place this season give a thank-offering, and
·the money will be forthcoming before September is out.
Yours sillcerrl.l',
8ali.~7JU7'?J, Auggst 18th, 1883.
CHAllLl<:S BRIDER.
We shall greatly rejoice in the event of the above proposal being
-carried out. Words would fail to express the gratitude we have felt
in the testimonies which have already come to hand from the different
lighthouse-keepers in regard to the book, "RETRACINGS AND lx,ENEwINGS."
By these testimonies we have been amply repaid for our
labours in bringing out the work.
'With respect to the coastguard men, we may state that, during
·our nearly eleven years' sojourn on the sea-coast of Irelrtnd, and ever
since, we have felt a special interest in these mpn. They are a most
intelligent class, and, as a rule, very fond of reading. It helps to
wile aw'Ly the many lonely hours they have to spend upon "watch."
Conversations which we had with them, from time to time, are fresh
in our remembrance to this cby. At the close of the service at St.
I,uke's Church, Southseu, on Sunday evening, the 22nd July, a person
·came up to us, and said, "You baptized me, sir. I am the daughter
,of So-and-so." She spoke of what took place nearly thirty years ago;
and the very mention of her father's name (he was one of the staff
>()f coastguard men) directly brought to onr recollectioll the deep
interest he expressed in a sermon we had preached upon the promise,
., The barrel of meal shall not waste, nor the cruse of oil fail, until
the clay tkit the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth." Seldom have
we rea,cl or thought of that passage since, without that testimony of
the coastguard man coming to remembrance; and glad indeed were
we to meet his dJ'lUghter upon the occasion just. named, of our
preaching for our dear friend and brother, the Rev. BAZIL ALDwELL,
.at Southsea.
From her we learnt that her dear father passed away
about four years ago.
We thought, too, of another conversation which we had, upon one
particular occasion, with one of his shipmates. He was a dear child
of God; but, at the time of which we speak, he was expressing his
fears as to the future of his family. "How were they [six children,
with his wife and himself] to be maintained upon his very limited

575

The Gospel JIIIilgazillc.

pay 7" It pleased the Lord, very soon after, that the Crimean War
should brflak out; and he, being taken hence during the war, his widow
and family were abundantly supplied by means of the fund which was
raised, at that period, fOl' those who by the war might be left .penniless. So wondrously was the Lord's hand displayed in this and in a
kindred instance in our own parish, that we have continually thought
of both the one case and the other as so strikingly illustrative of that
precious promise, "Leave thy fatherless children; I will preserve them
alive; and let thy widows trust in Me." 'Vc do not hesitate to say,
from our personal knowledge of all the facts, that the widows and
children of these two dear men of God were (humanly speaking) far,
far better provided for than had the lives of the fathers been spared.
Thus the Lord proved in these, as well as in ten thousand other
cases, that "His arm is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor is
His ear heavy, that it cannot hear." The challenge may be given
now with the same holy confidence and blessed fearlessness as ever,
dark and drear as, in a spiritual sense, the times may be, "Is there
anything too hard for the Lord 7"
Well, now, we venture to think that we have said sufficient to
prove how and why it is we feel so deep an interest in the men
engaged in the coastguard service. vVe could multiply proofs, but
what we have said we trust will suffice.
And now we have one word to add. Should we be spared till the
sixth of October, we shall have spent five-and-twenty years-a little
more than a third of our life-in our present sphere of labour. Now,
in recognition of the Lord J ehovah's boundless goodness and wondrous
mercy, in regard to this fact, we wish to make a little thank-offering
to Him. Hence we propose to give fifty copies of "RETRACINGS" to
the coastguard men.
Had we the means, we would gladly give the
requisite three hundred. vVill our readers, therefore, kindly make up
the difference 7 It will give us real pleasure if they will at once
subscribe, as Mr. BRIDER suggests, and afford us the opportunity of
announcing in our next number that the funds have been supplied,
and that the books are in the course of being forwarded to their
destination.
THE EDITOR.
EVANGELICAL PROTESTANT UNION,
(1

COlllNl'HTANS

1883.

xvi. 13.)

To the Edit01' of the Gospel Ml£gazine.
DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST,-As already announced in the Quarterly
Report for July, our Fifth Annual Conference will be held, God willing,
in Manchester, in October. I have much pleasure in sending you an
outline of the Programme : Wednesday, October 10th, 1883.-Evening Service-St. Catherine's,
Collyhurst Road. Sermon by the Rev. J. ORl\USTON, Bristol.
l'hu1'sday, Octobe1' llth.-Morning Sitting-Chairman, Rev. C. MARSHALL. Exposition of Scripture, Rev. D. H. SPARLING, Oldham.
Paper by JAl\IES INSKIP, Esq., Clifton, Bristol. Speakers, Rev. ISAAC
HAWKER, Plymouth, and THmIAs SlVIELT, Esq., Manchester.
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Afternoon Sitting.-Chairman, Rev. A. HAwoRTH; "Some Essential
Differences between Worship Spiritual and Worship Sensuous," Rev.
JAMES ORMISTON. Speakers, Rev. VV. F. STUBBS, Liverpool, and the
Rev. WILLIAM JOHNSON, Bacup.
Public Meeting (Evening).-Chairman, J. INsKIP, Esq. It is hoped
that the following will address the Meeting :-Revs. A. HAWOllTfI,
J. HAWKER, 'V. JOHNSON, C. MARSHALL, JAl\1ES ORMISTON, Messrs.
J AMES INSKIP and THOl\IAS SMEJ.T.
Yours faithfully,
J. B. VVADDINGTON, Hon. Sec.
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Life's Event'icle; or, Loving W01·cls to Agecl Pilgrims. By 'VILLTAM FRITH,
Minister of Trinity Memorial Church, Gunnersbury. With Prefatory
Note by the Rev. TI-IOl\IAS CURl\IE, M.A., Rector of Sandford St.
Martin, Oxford. London: S. W. Partridge.
WITH great truth in his Prefatory Note to this excellent little work,
Mr. CURME says, "Death is life to those who ar13 in Christ. Death
has been well called 'tho messenger' to introduce the redeemed to
heaven and home! Strange, therefore, in one sense, it is that this
messenger should be so dreaded, and regarded as a foe rather than as
a friend. But so it is j and it is only by faith, instrumentally, we
can triumph over the last enemy, and exclaim, '0 death, whero is thy
sting 1 0 grave, where is thy victory 1 The sting of death is sin,
and the strength of sin is the law j but thanks be to God, which giveth:
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.'"
In a very forcible and grateful way the author follows the child of
God in and through his various states and stages-for example, the
believer's standing, the aged Christian's decline, his grateful retrospect,
his doubts and fears, his ground of assurance, his sources of joy, his
departure, life's eventide. vVe cannot but wish the book the circulation it deserves.
An EVe?'lasting P1'00f of the Falsehoocl of Popery, being a Relation of the
Fe(wful Estate of Pmncis Sptra. Reprinted from the edition of IG82.
London: J. Gadsby.
THOSE who would charge men with narrow-mindedness and bigotry fOJi
venturing to raise a warning voice against the profession and popular
practices of the day, should take the case of the man whose hapless.
course is presented in thp, pages of the pamphlet before us. Some
forty to fifty years have passed away since we read it. The solemn
impression the roading awakened has never been erased.
OH, the waste of prayer for things not worth praying for! Abundance may be the worst thing for us spiritually and eternally. Give
us all needs for our true good j only let all lead us to Thee ancl
away from self. Raise us lligher in the true scale-in Thy sight.

